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taken somew ha,t early in the evening, and
that perhaps he might have been able to
go back to Ballarat. Instead of that,
however, honorable members had exercised
their rights, and the division was somewhat peculiarly delayed until the trains
arrived from the country districts. If
the postponement would have occasioned
any delay in public business he believed
the Premier would have been justified in
opposing what was now proposed, but he
might point out that it was impossible to
send this Bill to another place before more
thau a week had elapsed. TJ uder the
circumstances, he thought the Premier
would be wise to yield. He admired the
Premier for his skill that night in accepting the position graciously, and in effect-'
jng a compromise by giving the 8s.,
which he was perfectly justified, according
to his lights, in opposillg. But he (Mr.
Vale) thought that as a matter of policy
it would be wiser to allow the third reading to be taken on Wedllesday.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS said that he
believed that this measure was a Money
Bill, and it was a question therefore
whether the other House eould amend it.
He would ask the Speaker's ruling whether
it was ~ Money Bill.
The SPEAKER.-It looks very much
like it.
Mr. H. R. 'WILL lAMS said that that
being so the other Chamber could not"
amend the Bill, even if they discovered
mistakes in it, and that was all the
grefl.ter reason why the measure should be
perfect before it left the Leglislative
Assembly.
Mr. PEACOCK said that the great
anxiety displayed for the first time by
honorable gentlemen who were laymen to
see this Bill in print, had made such an
imprcssion upon him that he would gladly
concede what they asked. He begged to
withdraw his previous motion, and to
moveThat the third reading of the Bill be made
an order of the day for 'Vednesday next.

Mr. STANLEY remarked that he did
not think that that was fail' to honorable
members wbo had waited to vote on the
third reading that night.
Mr. BRO WN remarked that as the
Premier had given way he would counsel
moderation. They did not want to stop
there all night.
Mr. BOYD said that he understood
that he wa.s entitled to call for a division.
There ha,d been a "stone wall" on the third
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reading of the Bill with the object of
keeping honorable members from catching
their trains.
The motion for the third reading of
the Bill was withdrawn, and the third
reading was made an order of the day for
Wednescil.ay, Novem"ber 6.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. PEACOCK LUovedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Pi·emier
whether he could give any information as
to what business would be taken next
\Vednesday 1 He made this inquiry be·
cause he wished to know when the
State ~chool Teachers Bill would be taken
up.
Mr. PEACOCK said that the State
School rreachers Bill would probably come
on on Wednesday, though there would be
one or two small matters before it.
'1'he House adjourned at seven minuter;;
after midnight, until vVednesday, N ovombel' 6.

LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMBLY.

Wednesday, November 6, 1901.
The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
MANAGEMENT OF THE RAILWAYS.
Mr. TAVEHNER asked the Minister of
Railways if it was the intention of the
Government to continue the present
system of the management of our railways
by an acting commissioner; if not, had
he any objection to inform 1;he House what
were the intentIOns of the Government ~
Mr. TRENWITH.-'1'he matter of railway management, as honorable members
can easily understand, has been to the
Government, since the departure of Mr.
Mathieson, and indeed before it, one of
very serious thought, and various suggestii>ns and ideas have been considered.
The Cabinet have finally determined, first
of all, that the rail ways are now too large
for one man to have the entire control of.
The question of making changes has been
considered from a number of points of
view. Some persons hold the view that
we should go to America, the land of
rapid change, and bring over a dashing
Yankee, with the object of bringing us
up to date, or up to American
methods. Some have suggested that

Classification of the

rASSEMBLY·1

we l:lhould go
to England, and
from the large area of selection
there get a man capable of managing the
railways. The Cabinet is of opinion that
the area of selection should be confined to
Australia. "Ve feel that there ought to be
three commissioners-a joint management;
that there ought to be at lel1st one reputable and widely-experienced business man,
apart from special railway knowledge altogether, and two of the best Australian
rail wg,y experts that we can get_ Therefore, the view of the Cabinet is to arrange
for the management of the railways by
commissioners, three in number; one to
be a man noted for his special business
capacity, and the two others, the best railway experts we can obtain in Australia.
Mr. MURRAY.-That is reverting to the
old system.

Railway SeTvice.

conjunction with the Minister of Railways,
and l:lubseqnently with my other colleagues. I can hold out no hope of bringing in the necessary Bill this session_
'rhe reason that actuates me as Treasurer
is the same as that with regard to old-age
pensions, and other financial proposals.
I must take up the position of resisting
all increases of expenditure, and I regret
having to hold out no hope of dealing with
the matter this session. The total cmlt for
the first year's operation of the scheme
which honorable members know ha.s been
prepared by numbers of the officers, with
the acting commissioner and the representatives of the different ullions, would
be £56,000; for the second year,
£21,800; and for the third year,
£16,450,
In addition to this, the
supernumeraries, or casual hands, would be
entitled to consideration, and that would
CLASSIFICATION OF THE RAIL WAY represent a further sum of £6,300. The
total cost of the scheme in three year's
SERVICE.
Mr_ EWEN CAMERON (Pol'tland) time would be £100,550. In our present
asked the Minister of Rail ways the follow- uncertain circunistances, and owing to the
relationship between the Commonwealth
ing qnestions : and the States, I do not hold out any
1. If the application for classification made
hope of being able to deal with the matter
to the acting commissioner oy those dischargthis session.
ing the duties of acting clerks has received the
consideration promised, namely, to be dealt
HAILW-AY STATION-MASTERS AS
with under a general principle?
POSTMASTERS.
2. Does the classification adopted provide
that those who perform services to the State
Mr. HOLDEN asked the Minister of
equiyalent to those of a higher classification -Railways if the Railway department had
shall receive remuneration in accordance with
recei ved pa.yment from the Common:the services rendered ?
wealth Government for services rendered
3. If the classification adopted in the Bill to
be submitted to Parliament does not provide
by railway station-masters acting as postthat services rendered and merit proved shall
masters; if so, would the Minister take
be fully recognised, will he make such amendsteps to pay them the amount received
ments in it as will embody these principles
for work done by them outside their debefore the measure is introduced?
Mr. TRENvVITH.-I would ask the partmental duties 1
Mr_ rrRENWITH.-The answer to the
honorable member to postpone his questions until Tuesday_ The acting commis- honorable member's question is as folsioner has furnished me with some infor- lows :Yes. At one time it was the practice to pay
mation on the subject_ He is away toover the whole of the allowance received from
day, howeyor, I could not see hir.n per- the Postal department to the officer doing the
sonally, and I am not satisfied WIth the postal work. As, however, some stations, unimportant from a, purely railway point of view,
information I have.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (in the absence had highly-paid post-offices attached to them,
junior officers in some cases were receiving for
of Mr. McKENZIE), asked the Minister of the combined duties more money than others
Railways if the classification scheme pre- senior to them, with higher qualifications and
pared and recommended by tl~e acting greater responsibilities. This led to many comcommissioner had yet been consIdered by plaints. Apart from this, the department did
not receive anything for use of premises, stores,
the Cabinet; if so, what action did he &c. After carefully considering the matter,
intend taking in. regard to it 1
the late commissioner decided to classify the
Mr. PEACOCK.-As this is a Treasury work at the stations, taking the value of the
matter, I desire to reply to the question. combined duties into account. As considerais given in this way for postal services
The report was received by me and my atioll
rendered, officers in charge of railway station8
colleagues on the 10th of October last. I with post-offices eannot reasonably expect to
have given it careful consideration, in receive direct cash payment in addition.
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They are paid by the Railway department
on a basis tha.t takes into consideration
that they have to do the postal work.
Mr. DUFI<'y.-Should not the Common·
wealth pay for it 1
Mr. TRENWITH.~So it does in some
cases.
'I'REATMEN'r OF INEBRIA1.'ES.
Mr. MURRAY asked the Chief Secretary why he had taken no steps to give
effect to a resolution of the House, passed
on the 17th of July, in favour of the State
treating inebriates in a humane and
scientific manner ~ He said that a promise had been given by the Chief Secretary that an inq niry would be made into
the system alluded ~ in the question.
He understood the matter had reduced
itself to simply a difference of opinion as
to how the ioq niry should be COllducted-a difference of opinion between
the Chief Secretary and the gentleman
who conducted an institution for the cure
<l)f alcoholism. He did not think a small
difference of opinion as to the mode of
inquiry should be allowed to stand in the
way of an inquiry. He w~)Uld like to
know what were the real objections of the
Chief Secretary to having an inquiry conducted upon the lines proposed by Mr.
Caulfield.
Mr. THENWITH.-It is not correct
that I have taken no steps. I have taken
cyery step that has been within my power
and reach. . Immediately after the resolution was passed, I wrote to several persons who had the reputation of claiming
to cure inebriety, and amongst them
Mr. J. P. T. Caulfield referred to in the
resolution. He wa.ited on me, and at the
interview undertook to let me know the
conditiOlIS under which, if his alleged cnre
were considered satisfactory, it could be
made available for public purposes. He
also undertook-quite voluntarily, he cause
I did not ask it-to let me have a list of
persons ",·hom he had treated in his institution. He said they would be glad to
let me know all they knew. Some weeks
elapsed, and no communication in that
direction took place. I then wrote to
Mr. Caulfield again, and he again called
upon me, and again undertook to let me
have the conditions upon which his
alleged cure could be made available for
public purposes. He, I thought very
reasonably, pointed out there was a
difficulty about the list he had promised to give me. I acknowledged the
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reasonableness of that objection, because
persons would naturally object to have
their pri vate affairs mentioned in this way.
The difference now between us is that my
view is that, if his cure is of any use
at aU for public purposes, it must be
made available to the State for its control in connexion with these public purposes. Mr. Caulfield has written to me
saying, in effect-" I regret that I cannot
now state the ctrmditiollR upon which my
cure for inebriety can be acquired by the
State." He writes a further letter, in
which he says he does not think that
essential, and cannot do it, because he does
not know how it may be used.
Supposing he said he would take £1, or evell
£100,000, how can tha~ be used in any
way detrimental to him, and what advantage can it be to the State to spend money
in making an inquiry to boom a private
concern ~ I do not think it can be any
advantage, and I have no inteution of
appointing a board for that purpose. If
I can obtain from :Mr. Caulfield, in tbe
interests of the State, the conditions on
which his cure, if a cure, can be obtained
for public purposes, I shall be ~lad ·to
institute the necessary inquiries to ascertain whether it is worth acquiring for
these purposes.
Mr. PRENDERGAS~I'.-Has he not offered
to submit to you his cure when a boa,rd is
appointed ~
Mr. TRENvVITH.-He says in his last
letter that the information will be readily
given to a properly. constituted b(')ard.
That aspect of the case is Olle entirely for
the Crown-for the Government and for
Parliament. The board is simpJy to decide
whellhor it is worth the sum a~ked for it.
I also eommunicated with the Hev. A. R.
Edgar, who claims to have the original
bi-chlQride of gold cure.
Mr. MURRAY.-\Vhere did Mr. Edgar
get the original ~
~Ir. TRENvVITH.-I do not know;
but he claims to have it. I do not know
whether it is worth anything. These are
p~ints at present in dispute. Mr. Edgar
is of opinion that a Government institution will not be successful, unless for tho
purpose of treating persons who desire to
be so ·treated. The difference between
Mr. Edgar and Mr. Caulfield in this matter
is that Mr. Edgar yesterday offered, at my
sug-gestion, to treat some dozen specially
selected cases of those we have at presellt
under our control in gaol or elsewhere. He
undertook to do that at thc bare cost of
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the treatment. I' have not been able to
tell Mr. Edgar yet whether we have a
dozen cases under our control that would
be suitable.
Mr. LAzARus.-I think you cabl find
them.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I do not think
there is any doubt about finding a dozen
that it would be a good thing to treat. I
make this lengthy statement because the
matter is somewhat involved.
. Mr. MURRAY.-What is your real objection to the iuq uiry ~
Mr. 'rRENWITH.-I have no objection
at all, but I will not; institute one at State
expense to bGom a priva.te concern. I do
not think it would be a proper expenditure
of public money.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-You will "built it
up" if you prove anything against it by
inquiry.
Mr. TRENWITH.-It is unimportant
to the State as a State concern whether it
is a good thing or a bad thing, unless the
State can get it if it is a good thing.
Mr. MURRAY said that all he asked
for was that an inquiry should be made.
Personally it was a matter of indifference
to him whether the inquiry should be
made privately by the Chief Secretary, or
by the board constituted as Mr. Caulfield
suggested.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Is this in order, Mr.
Speaker?
Mr. MURRAY said he had not arranged
to move the adjournment of the House,
but it was such an important question
that, much as he disliked moving the adjournment of the House, he would be
compelled to do so unless he were grant.ed
the indulgence of permission to make a
few remarks. The Chief Secretary had
given a lengthy e~planation, somewhat of
an a.rgumentative character.
The SPEAKER.-If I allow the honorable member to speak, it will be quite
impossible for me to stop other honorable
members from debating the question. It
"{QuId be more regular to move the adjournment of the House.
Mr. MURRAY said he would therefore
move the adjournment of the House to
enable him to make a few remarks in regard to the inquiry mentioned by the
Chief Secretary.
Twelve members having risen in their
places (as required by the standing order)
to support the motion,
Mr. MURRAY said the Chief Secretary
objected to Mr. Caulfield's proposal as to
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the board that would be appointed to
make the inquiry.
He (Mr. Murray)
thought the best way to proceed was to
have an inquiry by an independent and
impartial board.
The Chief Secretary
said he did not wish to boom any institution. rrhe honorab1e gentleman would be
doing the most important work that he
had ever performed as Chief Secretary, by
booming any system that cured inebriety.
If the system was not I.t good one, it would
be condemned by the board, and the
institute would have to discontinue its
operations. I t was doing a considerable
work nQw. The board which Mr. Caulfield proposed, and which he stated ill a
letter to the Chief Secretary would be
acceptable to him, wn.s one constituted in
this way :-Thatthe State Attorney-General
should nominate one member, that the
Federal Attorney-General should nominate one, that he
(Mr. Murray)
should nominate one, and that the
Lieutenant - Governor
should
nominate a fourth. He had 110 desire to
nominate auyone, but he would like to
see animpa-rtial boa-rd constituted-a board
that would hrillg to the inquiry an entirely
unbiased mind, and not a board that was
committed either to the system or against
it. Some had thought' that one of the
best boa-rds that could be constituted
would be a board of medical men. He
did not know whether it was possible to
get an impartial board of medical mea.
All medical men who were ign.orant of the
work done by the system were opposed to
it.
It was something beyond their
know ledge as to the treatnlent of the
disease, and if a.ny medical man who had
no knC!nvledge of the work done, either at
Mr. Caulfield's or Mr. Edgar's institute·,
was asked for his opinion, he would at once
say that it was the merest quackery, and
that there was no scientific treatment that
could cure drunkenness.
He would not
stick at any mode of inqu:ry which would
arrive at the truth concerning this system
of treatment. He did not care whether it
boomed ali institute, or a dozen institutes.
They deserved to be advertised, and the
public deserved to have brought to their
knowledge that there was a system by
which this disease could be successfully
treated by scientific means. It was the
greatest national problem in all the civilized countries of the world. In many
countries an attempt was made to deal
with the evil by legislative restriction, and not by scientific treatment.
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Legislation tended altogether in the
·direction of the prevention of the disease,
and, of course, its efforts in that direction
were admirable; but there was a phase of
the evil which could not be touched by
restrictive legislation. It would b~ well,
. even if the Chief Secretary did not obtain
for the State the exclusive right, to use
this remedy·-Mr. TRI<~Nwl'l'H.-I do not want the
·exclusive right.
Mr. MUHRA Y said t.hat when it
become State property it would pass out
of the hands of private indi vid nals. If
Mr. Caulfield were to put a price upon
his treatment, the Chief Secretary's
·objections would disappear at once.
Perhaps it was not good policy on the
part of Mr. Caulfield that he did not put
.a price on it. He might have put a
price on it that the Chief Secretary would
have considered prohibitive, but the
ground of the Chief- Secretary's objection
would have been removed all the same.
Mr. Caulfield might say-" I am running
the business so successfully that I cannot
.afford to sell it. to you under £100,000,"
or he might even double that amount.
The exact figure would not matter, but,
all the same, if it were offered to the
Chief Secretary at a prohibitive price, or
a price that might be reasonably con·
sidered prohibitive, then no grounds of
objection, in so far as he (Mr. Murray)
could gather from the reply of the Chief
Secretary, would have been left open to
him. But was it not just as well to have
the inquiry in the first place to esta,blish
the fact whether this system of treatment
was a successful one or not, and then, if
need be, to argle-bargle as to the price
afterwards ~ It was not in the interests
of Mr. Caulfield that he was speaking, nor
was he one that desired to see the Stat.e
got at in any way whatever. '\That he
said wns-" Decide whether there is any
merit in this system of treatment; learn
by inquiry if it does wha,t Mr. Caulfield
.claims, and what the Rev. Mr. Edgar
claims, and what I claim, can be done by
'this system." He could assure the Chief
Secretary that there would be no lack of
-evidence from witnesses who would
willingly come forward if he appointed a
board. Of course, the evidence would be
for the use of the public. 1.'he llames of
those who would give the evidence lleed
not be published, but he knew there was
abundance of' testimony that would be
forthcoming in favour of the system i'f the
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Chief Secretary would appoint a board.
,\Vhy haggle over a small matter as to
whether an offer should be made or not
before the inq niry was made 1 In the
interests of the thousands of sufferers
throughout the land no effort should be
wanting on the part of the Chief Secretary, by m.eans of an inquiry, to ascertain
whether this remedy was what it was claimed
to be or not. He had not the slightest
fear of the result of an inquiry, and t!:le
House should not allow the Chief Secretary to shelter himself behind terms which
that h0Ilorabie gentleman considered
were objectionable. 1.'he House should
insist upon the inquiry b~ing made, and
when they knew the result they would be
better able to arrive at an idea as to what
the system was really worth .
Mr. PRENDERGAS1.' observed that,
so far as he could gather by the correspondence, M~r. Caulfield's claim was
simply that if he handed the cure over to
the Government at the present time-:Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-\Ve do not want the
cure.
Mr. PRENDERGASrr said he did not
see what else could be considered. The
question of the price would come in afterwards.
Mr. GAIR.-He is not the only one who
has got it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was at
any rate the only Olle who wat; using it.
By the correspondence he saw that Mr.
Caulfield s:tidThe information required will, however, be
promptly handed over to any properly-constituted board appointed to investigate the different systems for the treatment of alctlholics.

He saw nothing unreasonable whatever
in that. Surely Mr. Caulfield was quite
justified in hedging round with conditions
what, at all events to him at the present
time, was his living, because if it were
taken out of his hands his means of living
would disappear almost entirely. He did
not see what the Chief Secretary objected
to. Mr. Caulfield wanted a public board,
and the Chief Secretary wanted to consider the matter probably from the point
of view of some men in his department.
He thought Mr. Caulfield was perfectly
justified in the position he had taken up.
They were appointing numberless boards
to inquire into different matters, and he
did not think that any board could be
appoitlted to have a better or further
reaching effect upon the comm1.mity than
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this board, if it could proye allY of these
curl'S to be what thev were claimed to be.
Mr. METHVEN.-"Yhy should they not
treat with tho Chief Secretary direct?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said they had
tried to do SCI, and the reply had been that
the Chief Secretary w0uld not consider
the matter at all. They had to deal "with
an evil in the community, and if they
could get this cure and make sure that
the treatment was a good one, by means
of testimony from reliable witnesses, and
to the satisfaction of an independent
board of experts, or any other parties they
liked to appoint, then the Government
could not, in his opinion, pay too much
for the use of the cure, and could not do a
better work than to use it in a Government institution.
He asked the Chief
Secretary" to reconsider his decision. Let
him say to Mr. Caulfield-i' We are determined to have a board of inquiry into the
question c'£ the cnre of alcoholism, and
we shall consider your matter in connexion
with the rest." Let the Chief Secretary
offer Mr. Caulfield no more favour ,han
any of the rest. 'rhen, after the inquiry,
let the Chief Secretary come to a decision,
and, if a decision was come to, certainly a
rea~onable amount of money should be
paid for the cure.
Dr. MALONEY stated that he sincerely
hoped the Government would override
the decision which J~he Chief Secretary
had seemingly arrived at. This was a
question that should be inquired into.
Ninety-five per cent. of medical men now
recognised alcoholism as a disease, yet
the only form of treatment that
this Government and the preceding Govei'nments practised, and the
present Chief Secretary desired. to
'3ontinue, was the form of imprisonment.
But that was no treatment. It would be
just as sensible to treat a person "with
small-pox in that way because he had
pimples on his face.
A large amount of
money was spent over the "Habitual
Drunkards Board" which was appointed
by this House, but in reference to which
no action had since been taken, because it
did not suit the present Chief Secretary.
Any honorable member who would look
at the suggestions of that board, whose
meetings were presided over by the
late Mr. Zox, would see that there was
tangible evidence to go upon, and yet
nothing had been done, and it seemed to
him that nothing would be done.
He
believed that the Chief Secretary_ desired
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to have the names given to him of thc
persons cured.
Mr. TRENWITH.-N 0, I do not.
Dr. MALONEY said he was glad to see·
that the Chief Secretary had "withdrawn
that request.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I never made the
reque::;t. It was offered, and I accepted
it readily.
Dr. MALONEY said he doubted if it
was offered, because it would be very uncalled for to make them public.
'rhe
names should never be made public.
'fhey would be willingly submitted to a
board which "was sitting in camera, and
the honorable gentleman would know
from his experience of labour disputes.
that to brand these men publicly from
their own lips w0ulct be most unju.st.
The Government should demand that true
evidence on oath should be given to a
boarcl in which the country and the Rouse
would have confidence, and the people"
who gave evidence should know that
their names would not be divulged.
He knew a gentleman ill the highest
financial circles here who used to drink
half-a-gallon of whisky per day. Would
it be fair to send his name through the
length and breadth of the laud?
Mr. METHVEN.-vVhy not stop the
manufacture of whisky? That would be
an effectual cure.
Dr. MALONEY said he might similarly
a::;k why they should not stop the remarks
of the honorable member, which were not
relevant ~ It should be said tQ their
hononr and credit that the three great
daily newspapers of Melbourne were wishful that this terrible disease should be
treated, but it seemed to him that the
Chief Secretary tried to block it all along
the line. It was now going on for two
years since the rcport of the Habitual
Drunkards Board was presented, yet
nothing had been done. From all his
reading of medical books and all his
experience in hospitals and private practice,
he did not know a single cure made
by any of the medical frater)lity equal
to one which he knew had been
effected by this treatment. He ,vas perfectly disinterested in this matter, and he
first began his inquiries into this treatment as a doubter; but he had seen that
75 per cent. of the cases treated resulted
in ab::;olute cures, men he had seen lying
in the gutter were now respectable and
honorable members of the comlllunity,
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and noyor boforo in hi::; exporience had ho
::;11ch cures.
Ho was not speaking
for the sake of the Caulfield in::;titute.
As a matter of fact, there was another
institute here. All ho wanted was that
this board should bo appointed fairly and
squarely to tako evidonce upon sworn
declanttion, and say which ",vas the best
system. He did not dispute that good
might be dono under the other system,
although he had no porsonal knowledge of
it; but he had personal knowledge of this
system, and he said distinctly that he
onl v wi::;hed that all diseases could be
tre~ted half as scientifically and half as
well as the habitual drunkards were
treated in this case. Ho feared that the
honorable gontloman, who was a temperate
mall in ovory sense of the word---for
which ho honoured him-might look too
leniently upon this and say that, perhaps,
it was the men's own fault. He asked the
Chief Secretary, howoyer, to disabuse his
mind of that. He asked him to take up
this matter and have a fair board
appointed, because ho must have seen
from the letters sont to him, and
sent to tho press, that it was worthy of
inquiry. The greatest power for good so
far as the newspapors were concerned, he
meant the Age, had spoken in no uncertain terms of this system. The Age made
a keon and critical inquiry on its own behalf, and issued its report based upon its
own inquiry. He would have thought
that it would be sufficient for the Miuister
to act eyeFl on that, because the honorable
gentleman must know from his experience
as a Minister that the members of the
fourth estate were no fools, and that when
they had a firm guiding hand like that of
David Syme at the head of them, he
might rest assured that they would only
gi ve the faGts that were placed before
them. He asked the Chief Secretary to
abandon his usual way of carrying on
ma.tters by laying them aside, and to take
a definite position on this matter. If the
Chief Secretary would not do so, it behoved the House to say that this question
should receive fair and considerate treatment, and that a board should be appointed, and afterwards a sum of money
could be provided. If the honorable
mem ber had a horse that pleased him, he
would not want to put a price upon it
until somebGdy who judged it to be a
good horse wanted to buy it.
Mr. LAzARus.-The seller fixes the
price.
::;e011
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Dr. MALONEY said that w hen a man
was not in the market to sell he was not a
seller. No man would buy a horse
until he knew it was a good horse,
and the honorable member himmine
self would not buy a gold
unless he saw a few good specimens.
So, if this was a good thing, let them
give it as keen a scrut.iny and as firm a
criticism as they pleased, let it be put
before a board that the House would
respect, and let the men who "'ore going
to give their evidence on oath have Gon·
fidence that the' board ,,;ould not divulge
their names.
Mr. rrHENvVITH observed that the
tone of the discl.lssion had been in the
direction of pointing out that he had not
done what he undertook. to do, or had
not tried completely to do what he undertook to do, and what this House desirecl
should be done. They had better, perhaps,
make reference to the records of the time.
The resolution proposed by the hon0rable
member for vVarrnambool on 17th .Tuly
wasThat, it having been demonstrated by thesuccessful way in which alcoholics have heen
.treated at the Caulfield Institute, that persistent inebriety is a curable disease, this House
is of opinion that the habitual drunkard should
be regarded as a sick person suffering from the
poison of alcohol, and treated accordingly,
instead of being dealt with by fines and
imprisonment, which have hitherto proved
ineffectual in removing the evil of ineuriety.
That, as so much crime, poverty, and misery
are caused by drink, from the consumption of
which the State derives a very large revenue,
and as so large a proportion of our expenditure
on gaols, asylullls, orphanages, and hospitals is
incul'red because of the pre\'alence of alcoholism
in our midst, this House is of opinion that the
Government shouM take immediate stops for
the establishment and maintenance of a State
inebriate institute, where unfortunate diseased
drunkards may be cured and reformed by
scientific and humane methods, instead of being'
punished and degraded by penal methods.

Mr. GRosE.-That is plain enough.
Mr. T REN'VITH said there was nothing
there about the appointment of a board.
There was a proposal to estaulish an
inebriate institute. That was the resolution. Then he, representing the Government in the Chief Secretary's department,
undertook to say what be thought was a
desirable thing and what, if it met the
views of the House, he would undertake
to do. That was tbat he would say he
would make inquiries about this alleged
Cllre and Ree if it was possible to establish
an institution on a small scale for a start.
He pointed ollt that nothing more than a.
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small scale could be expected at the start;
but what was asked for was the establishment, and what he promised was to see if
it was practicable. He had sought from
Mr. Caulfield to see if it was possible for
the State to use the information which
Mr. Caulfield possessed, and he could get
no undertaking from Mr. Caulfield that it
would be made available.
Mr. GRosE.--Has he made any offer ~
Mr. TREN"\VITH said that Mr. Caulfield ha,d made no offer whatever. He did
not want to say anything unpleasant at
all, and in answering the question he
merely stated the facts, but the.morning
after the resolution was agreed to Mr.
Caulfield was very willing indeed that his
cure should be made available for the
State, but when he (Mr. Tren with) saw
him some weeks afterwards he said that
since the speech of the honorable member
for Warrnambool he had had so many
pa.tients that he did not know which way
to turn with business, and then he was
not willing.
Those were the circumstances, and as to these alleged publications of correspondence, all the correspondence had Bot been published. His letters
to Mr. Caulfield had not all been published as they ought to have been. in a.
sheet that purported to be the correspondence upon this head. Not that it
was very irnportan, that they shonld have
been, but in his latest eommunication Mr.
Caulfield made the admission that he did
not omit his (Mr. Trenwith's) letter of
such and such a date because of any
desire to suppress it, but because he considered that its contents were sufficien~ly
indicated in his (Mr. Caulfield's) roply.
The honorable member who had moved
the adjournment of the House had
said some rather hard things about
his unwillingness to do what he undertook
to do, but the honorable member himself
privately said to him-"I have some very
interesting literature on this subjeet which
I shall be glad to place at your disposal."
He (Mr. rrrenwith) replied that he was
very much obliged and would read it with
very great care. Later on, when he (Mr.
Trenwith) was answering a question by Mr.
McKenzie, the honorable member again
referred somewhat ostentatiously to this
literature and said he would place it at his
disposal, but he was sorry to say that up
to now it had not been placed at his disposal. It seemed to him that so far from
honorable members baving cause of complaint of him, he rather had cause to
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complain of other honorable members ill
this connexion. He said, unhesitatingly,
that it was no use to the Government and
uo use to him, as Chief Secretary, to
appoint a board that would entail, at any
rate, some expense at the cost of the State,
for the purpose 'of securing [til inebriate
retreat under the Government, unless he
could see on what conditions he could
obtain a cure for the use of the Government. .
Mr. GRosE.-The officers,.of your department have been recommending this for
years.
Mr. TREN'VITH said he was talking
about what he had promised. He had
seen as much of drunkenness as most men;
he knew what a curse it was -and deplored
its effects as much as any mau, and he
would be very pleased to do all he could.
But he did not feel disposed, nor did he
think it right for him, to undertake with
no object whatever, so far as the State was
concerned, to secure this State inebriate
institution, to hold an inquiry at the cost 0f
the State in the interests of a private
iudi vidual. All the co>rrespondence, and
all the intercourse between Mr. Caulfield.
and himse1f on this matter seemed to have
been directed by that gentleman with the
object of advertising anq. booming his
private institution. He did not say that
that was objectionable on hi~ part, for Mr.
Caulfield had a perfect right to do so, and
he did not blame him in' the slightest, but
this was of no use to this Honse or to the
Governn1ent for the purpose· of securing
an institution in the State for the cure of
inebriety-a.nd that was wha.t the honorable
member proposed, t'\,nd all that he promised
to endeavour to secure. He had not left
off with Mr. Caulfield altogether.
Mr. MURRAY.-You will remember you
promised to make inquiries ~
Mr. TRENWITH said he was doing so j
he was still prosecuting inquiries but he
was unable to get information from Mr.
Caulfield. So far he ha.d dropped Mr.
Caulfield, but it did. not seem necessary
on that account to leave off making inquiries altogether. He had been having
inquiries made in England, and when the
honorable member gave him the information which he promised, he would give it
every attention, and consider it a.nd all
the other information which he had
gath4ilred.
Mr. MURRAy.--Will the honorable gentleman tell me where I shall be able to find
him to-morrow 1
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Mr. TI-tENvVITH said the honorable
member could nhd hil11 to-day and also tomorrow here. rl'he honorable member
knew his address and the addres8 of two
-offices at whieh he was every day. vVhat
he had promised he had sought to carry
·out. He still thought the promise he
made was a desirable one to make on
behalf of the Government, and he was
:still prosecuting every possible means of
arriving at a conelnsion as to how there
could be established, under grounds that
would give a reasonable guarantee of
:success, an institution in the State in
which unfortunately diseased inebriates
might be treated.
Mr. BENT stated that upon the
occasion when the honoralDle member for
Warrnambool made his great speech the
House was inclined to think that they
were within a measumble distance of doing
.something for these poor inebriates. 'Vas
it possible that the services of the honor.able member could be utilized to bring the
Cbief Secretary and Mr. Caulfield
together~

Mr. rl'RENWI'l'H.-We have been together,
.and he will not come to any terms.
Mr. BENT said he did not know exactly
how to get at it, because he was not in
full possession of the facts. He did, how·ever, know a good many men, and had
been present when they had said that this
great cure had taken place at Mr. Caulfield's institution. While the Chief Secretary was speaking he had been making
.a little memorandum of points that
-occurred to him. The first thing, he un.derstood, was to find whether the cure was
available or not.
Mr. TRENWIl'H.-Hear, hear.
Mr. BENT said if it was available then
he supposed they would not haggle much
about the price, though so far as he was con·cerned, lIe did not wish to see the old cow
milked very much. People were always
pulling at her teats, but she had four a
little while ago, whereas now she had got
·down to two. The Chief Secretary confessed to-night that he had dropped Mr.
'Caulfield altogether. They had been told
that Mr. Caulfield had been successful in
many cures.
Mr. TRENWIl'H.-He can come again.
Mr. BENT said he was afraid from the
way in which the Chief Secretary had
-spoken to-night that the friction between
them was so great that they could not
.come together again. He thought possibly the services of \he honorable member
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for W"arrnambool might be utilized to
bring them together. He did not know
how much Mr. Caulfield wanted, or if he
wl.Ulted anything.
Mr. MUHRAY.-I cannot say. The difference they split on is that Mr. Caulfield
will not name his price before the inquiry.
Mr. BENT said he had a conversation
with Mr. Caulfield one day, and it was not
that at all. Mr. Caulfield's fear was that
there would not" be a fair board, and that
the dot!tors were so much against any
outside persml curing anybody that he
thought the iuquiry would not be fair.
The Chief Secretary did not touch the
suggestion about the appointmeut of a
board by the Lieutenant-Governor and the
Federal and State Attorneys-General.
He (Mr. Bent) did not see why those two
lawyers were brought into the matter at
all. The State Attorney-General had got
enough to do already, and he did not believe in the Federal Attorney-General
having anything to do with the question .
He believed that there were other men
who could give quite as good opinions as
either of those legal gentlemen.
Mr. ~fuRRAY.-The suggestion was that
they were simply to nominate so};ne one.
They might nominate the honorable member for Brighton.
Mr. BENT said the Federal AttorneyGeneral had got too much to do over the
Tariff, and the State Attorney-General had
too much to do here to be asked to take
any part in this matter, so that he did not
want either of them brought into it.
The Chief Secretary and the honorable
meluber for Warrnambool mi~ht put the
matter into such shape as to enable the
public to judge of it in a proper way.
He (~r. Bent) did not wish the Chief
Secretary to be got at. The honorable
gentleman gave a very good explanation
that evening. Five or six of his (Mr.
Bent's) constituents had been treated at
the Caulfield institute, and he would like
the Chief Secretary and Mr. Caulfield to be
brought together with a view to something
being done in this matter by the State.
It was really a very important subject.
The Chief Secretary might make one more
effort in that direction. Statements had
been made as to the cure of inebriates in
America.
Dr. :MAJ. . ONEy.-Yes, and why not send
to America instead of to England for
information on the subject 1
Mr. BENT said he thought they could
appoint, from the members of the Asselnbly,
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a committee who could determine this
matter. He believed there were men in
that Chamber quite as good as any men
out:side.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-And they arc more
trusted.
Mr. BENT said he agreed wit.h that
statement. He hoped the project would
not be allowed to fall through because of
any little ill-feeling on either side.
Mr. GAIR stated that he had the great
pleasure of secollding the motion of the
honorable member for Warrnambool, and
he thoroughly understood it was the intention of the Legislative Assembly that
a full and complete investigation of the
subject should be made, and that the
question of pounds, shillings, and pence
should not enter into the matter at all.
It was not right that the inquiry should
be blocked because of a difference between
Mr. Caulfield and the Chief Secretary.
Mr. Caulfield was not the only person
who was curing inebriates. The Rev.
Mr. Edgar had cured quite as many in
proportion.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I am negotiating with
the Rev. Mr. Edgar.
Mr. GAIR said it was Hot a question of
pounds, shillings, and pence, but a question
affecting the whole community. If the
disease of inebriety could be cured, the
Government should spare no expense in
endeavouring to cure it. The remedy for
drunkenness could only be ascertained by
inquiry. Both the Rev. Mr. Edgar and
Mr. Caulfield got their cures from America,
and why the Chief Secretary should have
sent to England for inquiries ~o be made
into the matter he did not know.
Mr. GROSE remarked that he was of
. the same opini~ll as the honorable member for Bourke East, that a promise was
made to the Chamber that something
would be done in this matter. A few days
ago he (Mr. Grose) asked the Chief Secretary what he proposed to do. And,
with all due deference to the honorable
gentleman, it appeared to him that the
Chief Secretary was taking a narrow view
of the subject, because he was limiting
his ideas ill connexion with the establishment of a State inebriate institution to
tne plan which Mr. Caulfield had for dealing with inebriates.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-N o.
Mr. GROSE said that if the honorable
gentleman would look over the reports
filt'd in his own department, he would
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find that medical men had been recommending the establishment of an inebriateinstitute, llot on the lines of Mr. Caulfield's method, but in a systematic and
humane way. He hoped the Chief Sec-·
retary would be shortly able to tell the
House that he was g()ing to do s~mething·
in that direction.
'rhe motion for the adjournment of the
House was negaiived.
PETITION.
A petition was presented by Captaill
STAUGH1'ON, from the Church of· England
Assembly, in favour of religious instruction in State schools being recognised as·
~art of the re~ular school work.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL.
:Mr. PEACOCK movedThat this Bill be now read a third time.

Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS said that he·
objected to the third reading of this Bill
last rrhursday for two specific reasons.
The one was that, as the measure was a
Money Bill, it was desirable that it should
go to the other Chamber as perfect as
possible, and that as honorable memaers·
had not seen the various amendments
made on the third reading, it was absolutely necessary that a fair copy of the
Bill should be presented to honorable members before it was read a third time. The
other reason why he objected to the third.
reading of the Bill on Thursday last-and
perhaps that was the main purpose of his·
objection-was that honorable members·
would be able to see what was the revenue
for the first four months of the current
financial year, which was published in
the Al'g~ts and the Age of Saturday. If
honorable mernbers had looked carefully
into the matter they would find that
whih;t the revenue for the first four
months of this year had snffered all the
reductions cof the federal expenditure, and
the revenue for the first four months.
of last year suffered no such reductions, the revenue for the first four
months of this year 5howed a clear advantage of nearly a quarter of a million over"
the large revenne that was received in the
first four months of last year.
Mr. ROBINSON.-·What about the expenditure ~
Mr. H. R. "WILLIAMS said there was no·
additional expenditure commensurate with
that increase in the revenue. At any rate,
if thorf) was, it had not been made manifest
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·on the Estimates presented to Parlia- no matter whether they turned to the
ment. VVhat he wanted to impress on right or to the left, or whether they
honorable members was that all the looked before or behind, prosperity and
imlications, so far as it 1vaS possible for increasing prosperi ty loomed on their
.any body to detect them, went to show view. Now, the reason given for asking
that the revel\ue of Victoria was in a most honorable members to pass this Bill, reflom'ishing cOl)ciition, and that time was ducing the maximum of the old-age penproving, week after week and month after sions frolll lOs. to 8s. pel' week, was the
month, how unwarranted was the doleful financial distress of the State. There was
no such reason in existence at all. If
financial statement of the Treasurer.
MI'. FosTER.-And of the leader of the honorable members said they were prepared to support the third reading of
Opposition, too.
Mr. H. R. VnLLIAMS said he thought this Bill, they would acquiesce in the
to this
the statement of the leader of the Oppo- financial statements made
'sition was even worse than the statement House by its leading members, although
of the Treasurer. One of the main factors there was no warrant for them whatwhich both the Treasurer and the' leader ever. If honorable members said to
of the Opposition (i)verlooked, but which their constituents that they only supought to be recognised by any statesman, _ported the reduction of the old-age penwas that, with the introduction of inter- sions on account of the financial distress
colonial free-trade, the additional receipts in the State, and because of the doubt
from the Hailway department were almost there would be of meeting the expenditure,
certain to be a very good set-off against with a maximum old-age pension of lOs.,
the loss of intercolonial customs duties. they would not be justified in making
·rrbe rail way revenue for this year had those statements, and the state of thl'!'.
been estimated at about £70,000 less than finances at the end of the year would
last year's, but anybody who understood prove how thoroughly unjustified honorthe operation of the laws of Inter-State able members were in basing their action
The
free-trade knew that the revenue of the on such a flimsy foundatiull.
Railway department ought, at the very revenne returns for the first fOllr month:s
lowest, to be estimated at £200,000 more of the present financial year went to show
that there was no reason ~'hatever for the
than last year.
gr[we apprehensions of the Treasurer with
Mr. Brwwx.-Oh! that is not correct.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS said he wished regard to the year's revenue or the
honorable members to be thorollghly financial condition of the State. Look at
seised of what they were doing in the other States. The revenue of New
passing this Bill for the reduction of South 'Vales would be larger this year
the maxir.au.m of the old-age pensions to than it had ever been since New South
8s. per week. He wished to impress on Viales obtained self-government.
Not
them the fact that they were being asked only from the customs, but from nearly
to make that reduction in face of the evi- every other source of reven ue the Treadent facts that there was no financial surer of New South vVales had estimated
distres!'; ~n this State, that everything a large increase, heeause the union of the
pointed, not only to prosperity, but to Australian St,ttes wonld improve things
increasing prosperity, and that, if things all round. There would be a. general forwent on ~s everything seellled to be going ward movement in all the operations of
on now, instead of a deficit of £229,000 these States, as the result of their joining
at the end of the current financial year, hands, hearts, pllrposes~ and enterprises.
there would be a clear increase of the Theunion of States had never disappointed
revenue over that of last financial year of hopes and expectations in any quarter
nearly £500,000 sterling.
of the world, and neither would it disapMr. EWEN CA~rERoN (Po1 tland).-Call point them here. The revenue returns of
you point to one outward and visible sign South Australia for the firs~ foul' months of
of that increasing prosperity 1
thepresentfillancialyearshowed an increase
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS said he could of £45,000 as compared \"ith the correpoint to a hundred SHch signs, and he was sponding period of last year, and in Tas'Surprised that an honorable mr.mber, \" ho mania the increase was £25,000. He was
""'us supposed to' go about with his eyes snrprised that anybody thought the
open, had not seen them, because they dismal doleful stories told by the 1'reawere manifest all around. On all sides, surer and the leader of the Oppositicm
1
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could possibly prelve true. vYith the facts
he had mentioned before them, he
intended to move, after the third reading,
that the maximum old-age pension be
fixed at lOs. instead of 88., as proposed in
the Bill.
Mr. BROvYN observed tha.t he was
one of the few members of the House who
remained until nearly one o'clock the
other morning, and he was surprised at
the honQrable member for· Eaglehawk
making the statement with which he concluded the spetlch they had just listened
to, because he distinctly remembered the
honorable member giving his assurance
that, if the third reading of the Bill was
postponed until the present sitting, he
would offer no factious opposition to the
passing of the measure.
Mr. H. R. WUJLIAMS.-I said distinctly
that we would test the question of the
lOs. maximum again.
Mr. BROWN said it was absolutely
unfair and improper for the honorable
member to take the course he ngw proposed, after making the statement in question on rrhursday night last.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that since
Thursday last he had had the opportunity
of addressing no fewer than three meetings, at each bf which he put the question
of whether his hearers were in favour of
l:t maximum old-age pension of lOs. or 8s.
per week. He had previously put the
same question to three other meetings,
making six in all, and not one single in·
dividual held up his hand in favour of a
maximum of 8s. He had also travelled
to and from St. Kilda, and he knew the
Premier would recognise that he could not
claim any of his supporters from that
aristocratic suburb. He asked a newspaper boy what was tho proportion of the
Melbourne morning newspapers he sold on
the St. Kilda line. The boy told him that
he sold five copies of the A1'g'Us to ono
cop;y of the Age, and yet he had not heard
one individual in the St. Kilda train approvo of the lowering of the maximum
old·age pension from lOs. to 8s. per week.
Travellers on that line asked which were
the men who fought for federation and who
predicted that the Australian states would
boom when they were united?: Were
they going to fight against the aged and
the helpless ~ He (Dr. Maloney) would
ask the Premier to sweep away the infamy
which it was sought to attach to the first
year of the federation of the Australian
statel") through this iniquitous attack on the
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old and helpless, by making them live on
8s. [t week. As a medical man he would
challenge anyone to produce another
medical man who would say that an old
man or an old woman could live healthily
and be properly clothed an4 lodged on 88.
a week in the city of Melb~rne, or in any
other large centre of population. Nothing
but ignorance would prompt anyone to
l")ay that a poor old creature could subsist
on 8s. a week, and if anyone did say it, he
would ask him to try and exist on 8s. a
week. rrhe honorable member for Shepparton did not quote the honorable member for Eaglehawk quite properly, but he
knew the honorable member was too fairminded to willingly wrong anyone. However, the honorable member ought to have
quoted from lJan.5(Lrd.
Mr. BRowN.-My memory is good
enough.
Dr. MALONEY said the honorable
member for Eaglehawk was reported. in
Hansa1'd as follows :Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS remarked that there had
been so many material amendments made in the
Bill that he would suggest to the Government
to defer the third reading until next Tuesday,
so that honomble members might be able to see
a fair copy of the Bill before it was read a third
time. The country also lmd a right to be properly seised of what the House had done in a
matter of such great importance, before the Bill
finally left the Assembly. No time would be·
lost, because, at least so far as he was concerned,
he would offer no opposition to the Bill being
read a third time on Tuesday. Of course, other
honorable members might attempt to reverse
the decision corne to that evening, and if such a.
proposal was made he would assist them, hut he
woulflllOt initiate any further objection to the
Bill passing through.

Mr. PEAcocK.-And now he is moving
an amendment; he is initiating it.
Mr. H. R. ·WILLIA){s.-That is not
factious opposition.
Dr. MALONEY said that it was at his.
(Dr. Maloney'S) suggestion that the honorable member for Eaglehawk intimated his
in tention of moving that the maximum of
the old-age pensions should be lOs. instead
of 8s.
Mr. H. n. WILLIA:\ls.--Yes, I did not
intend to do so when I rose to speak.
Dr. MALONEY said he asked the
honorable member for Eaglehawk to intimate his intention of moving the amendlllent just as he war:; about to sit down,
and the honorable member merely complied with his request.
The motion for the third reading of the
Bill was agreed to, and the Bill was read
a third time.
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Sir ·SAM.UEL GILLOTT oalled atten- J The motion to omit the word "seven"
tion to clause 1, which was as follows : waR agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT movedThis Act may be cited as the Old-age PenThat the word" eight" he inserted.
sions Act 1901, and shall come into operation
One thousand nine
on the first day of I
Mr. MURRAY said it might happen
hundred and one.
that, on a division being taken, the House
He begged to m?vewould insert the word "eight" in this
place, and then, when clause 10 came on,
That the word "December be inserted.
the proposal to restore th e pension to lOs.
rrhe amendment was agreed to.
a
week might be adopted.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that
Mr. PEAcocK.-The House would not
clause 7 specified the classes of persons
do
such an absurd. thing.
who were not qualified to receive a pension.
Mr. MURRAY remarked tha.t an exOne of those clasl;!es wasceedingly close division took place last
Chinese or otliet Asiatics, whether naturalweek on this question. In the present
ized or not.
instance, one or two members might not
He begged, to mo,rebe present on the first division, but might
That after the wcrd "whether" the words
turn up in time for the second and
" British subjects o~:," be inserted.
reverse the previous decision. The House
The amendment was agreed to.
had done more wonderful things than
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT called atten- that, and was prepared to do still lllQre
tion to clause 8, setting out the require- wonderful things in the future. The
mel<lts to be fulfil~ed by a person receiving other night they had seen a division in
a pension. One of those requirements which the Government proposa.l was
was stated to be~
defeated by one vote. A little while
That his weekly income does not amount to afterwards the Government had a majority
7s. or upwards.
of three. The House was inclined someAs the House had decided that the times to be somewhat fickle in dealing
maximum amount of the pension should with these questions. Of course he did
be 8s" he begged to movenot expect any inconsistency on the part
That the word "seven" be omitted w-ith the of honorable members like the honorable
view of inserting "eight."
member for Shepparton; but there were
Mr. H. R. 'WILLIAMS said he would other members who might prove sussuggest that the question as to whether ceptible to the strong arguments
the pension should be 8s. or lOs. a week that could still be adduced in favour
should be decided on clause 10, which of making the pension 10s_ a week.
fixed the amount of the. pension. The There were many honorab~e members who
present amendment was nwrely a con- had not yet spoken on the subject,
f:lequential one, and might be postponed although there might be a great deal more
until after clause 10 had been dealt to be said about it. The Premier need
not shake his head. Some honorable
with.
Mr. IH.VINE said he would like to members had spoken for hours, but np to
point out that cOllsequential amendments the present he (Mr. Murray) had absocould not be made at a later stage in lutely not said a word, although he,
connexion with any amendment that perhaps, felt as strongly on the question,
might be made on the third reading. The and had as much sympathy for the poor
only way in which to test the question as people, as those \\' ho had spoken almost
to the amount of the pension was to take incessantly. Every honorable member
a division on the first amendment in who had spoken for or against the Governwhich the question of amount was in- ment proposal had declared his sympathy
for the poor and aged. The honorable·
volved.
Lt.-Col. H.EAY said he understood that member for Brighton was one of the symif tho word "eight" were inserted in this pathetic members, but he was ready to cut
place it would not be possible to alter it the pension down to 7s. a week. 'fhat
hOtlorable member asked a very pertinent
afterwards.
The DEPU'ry SPEAKER.-It will be question, which deserved an answer_ He
impossible to go back after dealing with treated the old-nge pensioner just as he
thj~ amendment.
I am not supposed to would treat some wor-nollt horse that he·
know whether it is a consequential amend- was selling, and he said the question was" 'What are these old people worth ~"
ment or not.
I

II
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Mr. BENT.-I did not put it in that way
at all.
Mr. MURRAY said that, if anything,
the honorable member put it in a rather
rougher manner.
Mr. BEN'l'.--No; I said-" Are they not
worth something~"
Mr. MURRAY stated that the honorable
member said-" What are they worth ~"
Mr. BEN'L'.-I repeat again that I said
nothing of the kind. I said-" Are they
not worth something~"
Mr. MURRAY asked whether the hon,orable member was in order in interrupting him aml throwing him off the track.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-I want to
hear the honorable melilber for Brighton
before I can' decide whether it is a point
of order.
Mr. BEN'L'.-rrhe point of order is that
the honorable member has made a wrong
statement. I said -" Are these old people
}lOt worth something ?"
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.- That is
simply an explanat.ion.
Mr. MUHJtAY observed that an exSpeaker ought to have known better than
to raise a nonsensical point of order like
that.
1\11'. BEK'J'.---I will let you see what an
.old Speaker can do, if I start, either in
sarcasm or anything else.
Mr. MUB.RAY said he had misunderstood the honorahle member. He (Mr.
Murray) con~idered that these old people
were worth something. They might be
worked out, their bodies might be 'bent
double with toil, and their hands knotted
with labour, yet they were worth something, and that was to be kept for the
rest of their days in a respectable decent
manner. If 7s. per week would not keep
these poor worn-out industrial warriors,
as thoy had been called, in decency and
comfort, it was the duty of the House to
vote for lOs. a week, and it was the duty
.of the Treasurer and of the Government
to find the money to pay that amount of
pension, even if they had to propose some
new means of taxation. 'Vha.t was the
object for which the Legislature existed ~
'Surely, it was for the good government of
the country. Legislators were called into
.existence to improve the well-being of the
people, and to raise theirphysical and social
conditions, and there wasno class that more
.deserved the care of Parliament than these
poor unfortunates who had now reached
the stage at which it was impossible
for them to do anything for themselves.
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A correspondent had wr~ten to him on
this subject in something like the following terms:I see you are enga.ged now in debating the
old-age pension scheme, and whether the

amount shall be 7s. or lOs. Well, 7s. is better
than nothing at all, but I think they are fairly
entitled to lOs. The country should be able to
pay them lOs. a week, and if it cannot do so the
sooner it declares itself bankrupt the better.

By giving the old people a sufficiency to
live upon Parliament would relieve a
burden that had hitherto been borne
ent.irely by the charitable in the community. By giving them not quite a
sufficiency it would only remove a portion
of that burden, Noone had contended
that 7s. a week was ample or was as much
as Parliament should give to the aged
poor, and if it meant direct taxation to
provide the money that was required in
order to r,l,ise the pension to lOs. he would
be in favour of it. rrhen those who had
contributed nothing or comparatively
nothing towards the support of the poor
and helpless in our midst would be compelled to pay the taxation, and to do their
duty in this respect, no matter how unwilling they might be to do so. A great
deal has becn heard la,tely as to the comparative wealth of the States of New South
Wales and Victoria.
In eOllnexion with
this Bill, it seemed to him that the Government was making a practical admission
that Victoria was not so well oft' as New
South ·Wales. The New South .'Vales proposals provided for a pension of lOs. Here
the pension had been fixed at 8s.
Mr. BENNE1''l'.-rrhey have not so many
poor in New South Wales.
Mr. MURRAY said it was very likely
that after the scheme had been in operation in New South Wa.1cs for a. short time
it would be found that in the number of
old-age pensioners, at any rate, that Sta,te
was not behind Victoria.
Dr. MALONEy.-Bnt New South 'Vales
does' not pay one-half the pensions to
public servants that we do.
Mr. MURRAY said that the honorable
member's interjection told rather against
the argument that he (Mr. Murray) was
about to use.
While we provided in a
splendid way for those who had boen the
direct servants of the State, those who had
done equally good service for the State
outside the public service, and who had
not received the remuneration that civil
servants had, were to be left by the State
very inadequately provided for. There
were two stages of human life when a
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,duty was more directly laid upon the
.state to provide for its people, namely,
the stages of infancy and of old age. rrhe
State protected and provided for the inIfant in every way. Of course, the infant
had all his possibilities before him,
whereas the State could expect nothing
more from the old people j but it might
, review what these old people had done
for the State in the past, and in that revie\\' would be found the justification for
the State providing them with an adequate
pension. If the State erred at all, it
should err on the side of generosity, and
it should not be too timid about the money
not being very easily found. Eight years
ago Victoria was in a very much worse
position than at· t.he present time. The
Treasurer then was confronted with very
much greater difficulties than those which
~stared the present Treasurer in the face.
.A country which had come so well out of
its ordeal as Victoria did in 1893 and the
following years had nothing to fear, and
the people wonld not object to a little
additional burden being placed on their
shoulders if the House decided that the
maximum amount of the pension should
,be lOs. a week instead of 8s.
Mr. RAMSAY expressed the hope that
the pension would be raised from 8s. to
lOs. a. week. In his opinion the majority
of the people desired that lOs. should be
the amount provided. When he looked
.at the division list on Thursday last and
.saw the names of those honorable members who voted for 8s., he was inclined to
think that many of them would have
.agreed just as readily to make the pension
·2s. 6d. a week .. The Treasurer, in his
Budget speech, announced his intention of
.advancing £75,000 to the Railway department to enable it to (!arry grain at a
cheaper rate, and yet he could not now
afford £40,000 to enable the old-age
pension to be increased to lOs. When
those facts were considered it looked as
tholigh' there were something wrong in the
State of Victoria. It would be a great
deal better if the Railway department
were managed as a oommercial concern,
. and it would then not have to ask the
Treasurer to advance it £75,000. Last
week almost every representative of the
farming community voted against the
proposal to make the pension lOs. a week,
but they would no doubt
be ready to
vote for this advance to the Railway department to enable it to carry their
'wheat more cheaply to the sea-board. He

all
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held that if they could afford to spend
£75,000 for the benefit of the farmer,
they could also afford to raise the oldage pension to lOs. a week for the
benefit of the whole community. It was
to be hoped that when the ~rote came
to be taken honorable members would
remember that it was impossible for
any man or woman after a.ttaining the age
of 65 years in our community to live on 88.
a week. In his opinion the country could
afford to pay the higher amount. The
revenue was increasing, aud he believed
that if Parliament agreed to make the
pension lOs. it would never regret it. That
amount was agreed to last year when our
finances were not in so healthy a. state as
they were at present. Honorable members
should remember that they might meet
with misfortune themse]ves. and that the
day might come when they 'would be COnlpelled to ask for an old-age pension. If
that shG>uld happen how would they like
to accept 8s. a week ~ Honorable members
should let their hearts have playa little as
well as their heads, and if they did so he
fdt sure that they would carry the propl.lsal to make the pension lOs. a week.
Mr. BENT stated that he would not
care very much about what the honorable
member for vVarrnambool said, but for
the fact that one or two other honorabJe
members seemed to have the same impression as to his (Mr. Bent'S) previous
remarks. At the time referred to he was
complimenting the honorable member for
East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Co1. Reay) on
his speech, remarking that it was one of
the best during the debate, and the report
in Hansard then went onBut that honorable member, like others,
seemed to think that the services of a man or
woman 65 years of age were of no value at all.
Surely that was a mistake. Most of the old
people should be able to earn something.

That was what he (Mr. Bent) had stated,
and it was nothing like the statement
imputed to him by the honorable member
for Warrnambool. He had had a great
deal more to do with working men than
that honorable member, and he ventured
to say that he had spent £100 where the
honorable member had spent Is.
Lt.-Col. REAY remarked that in his
opinion it was a defect in the Bill that an
old-age pensioner was not permitted to
earn anything to supplement. the pension,
and he would ask honorable members to
remember that fact in giving their vote.
If the pensioner were permitted to earn
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anything, then the honorable member for blots in the Bill. If the amount were made·
Brighton would have struck the right lOs. then, after twelve months or so, if
note. If the pensioner receiving 8s. a Parliament thought fit, the amount could
week from the State were permitted to be altered if it were found that it had to.
supplement thn.t with something of his be done. But to give the 88. and to have
own the difficulty wonld not be so great. the average brought down to 4s. 6d.
But what they had to contelnplate was or 4s. 9d., as would probably happen if
that the State should sl.lpport the aged experience with the lOs. maximum was
poor who had no income whatever fr01l1 allY guide, would be unjust, and it
other sources, and it was expected that would be better to wipe the thing out althey should be supported at a maximum together than offer that. amount to oldcost of 8s. a week. rrhe average, of courso, age pensioners. He had been supporting
would be something less than that. He lOs. and he was going to support that
hoped. that honorable members would look now, and was sorry that a mistake had
at the matter in the way suggested by the been made. He understood that the
honorable member for Williamst(i)wn. It honorable member for Dandenong had
was proposed to place on the shoulders of pa-ired with him on all counts, the honorvery pOOl' people the obligation of support- able member for Dandenong for 7s., and
ing their relatives whenever it was possible he (Mr. Hennessy) for lOs.
Mr. KEAST remarked that, with refor them to do so, and there should be
no hesitation in placing upon the rest gard to the stateruent of the honorable
of the community the obligation of sup-. member for Carlton South, that he (Mr.
porting those who had no relatives to look Keast) had paired with him for all diviafter them. . The pension should be fixed sions, nothing of the sort occurred at all.
at some amount that, would be creditable to The honorable member for Carlton South
the State of Victoria. If the pension could came to him and asked him if he would
not be placed on as liberal a footing as tho take up his' work while he was away. He
pension in New South Wales, we would have (Mr. Keast) said that he would, and that
to confess our inferiority, aDd he hoped he would pair with the honorable member
for Carlton South for the first division.
that that would not become necessary.
Mr. HENNESSY said that o'wing to Nothing was mentioned about any other
his absence during tl1e last fortnight he division. He (Mr. Keast) could not get
thought it necessary to make a statement a pair for the honorable member, and he
afS to his reasons for supporting the pro- therefore inserted his own name in the·
posal to make the old-age pension lOs. a book, but after that he got the honorable·
week. He had arranged with the honor- member for Benalla to pair with him.
The House divided on the question that
able member for Dandenong to pair with
him, that honorable member being in " eight" be insertedAyes
41
favour of the Government proposal of 7s.
a lVeek. He fonnd that on the first
Noes
32
division t.hat was taken last Thursday
9
Majority for the amendment
night the honorable member for Dande. nOllg was not paired with him, bu~ tlle
AYES.
Mr. Hall,
honorable member for Beual1a ·was. He Mr. Andrews,
" Irvine,
" Argyle,
(Mr. Hennessy) considered that lOs. a
" Keast,
" Bent,
week was little enough, and he could not
,~ A. A. Billson,
" Levien,
understand the action of many of those
" J. W. Mason,
" Bowser,
" McGregor,
honorable members who voted for 8s. At
" Boyd,
" McKenzie,
" Brown,
the last election the great majority of
" Mitchell,
" Burton,
honorable members expressed themselves
" Morrissey,
" E. Cameron,
in fa,vour of the old-age pension, and in
" Nichols,
" E. H. Cameron,
" Peacock,
nearly all cases they were in favour of the
" Cullen,
" Sadler,
" Deegan,
higher amount. He agreed with what had
" Shiels,
" Downward,
been stated by the honorable member for
" Stanley,
" Duggan,
East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Co1. Reay).
Captain Staughton,.
" Dyer,
Mr. Taverner,
He knew some old-age pensioners who
" Forrest,
" Trenwith,
" Foster,
were now receiving 4s. 6d. or 5s. a week,
" White.
" Gail',
and who were not allowed to earn
Tellers.
" Gillies,
a livelihood by any other means. Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Bailes,
. He thought that this was one of the vital Mr. Gurr,
" Ro hinson.
000
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No};::!.
Mr. Beazley,
" Bennett,
" J. W. Billson,
" Duffy,
" Fotheringham,
" Graham,
" Grose,
" A. Ha.rris,
" Hennessy,
" Kerr,
" Kirton,
" Langdon,
" Lawson,
" Lazarus,
" Mackinnon,
" McBride,
Sir John McIntyre,

Mr. Methven,
" Murray,
" O'Connor,
" Outtrim,
" Prendergast,
Lt.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Sangster,
" Smith,
" Sterry,
" Tontcher,
" Vale,
" Warde,
" H. R. 'Villiams.
Telle1's.
Dr. Maloney,
Mr. Ramsay.
PAIRS.

Mr.
"
"
"
"

Duffus,
Jnllk,
<T. Harris,
McLeod,
Spiers,

\ Mr.
"
\' "
"
"

Oman,
W. H. Williams,
Craven,
Barber,
Holden.

Mr. PEACOCK remarked that there
was an amendment he wished to propose
which had not been circulated, but which
was necessary, in view of the decision
which had been come to, fixing the maximum amount of the pension at 8s. He
wished to alter the capital value of the
acculllUlated property, whether ill or out
of Victoria, from £140 to £160. He
therefore begged to moveThat in sub-clause (1) "£140" be omitted,
with a view of inserting" £160.~'

Lt.-Col. REAY observed that the head
of the Government might now, while
dealing with this clause, repair with a
great deal of propriety the defect in the
Bill whieh he t.hought the llOnorable
member for Brighton had pointed out.
He (Lt.-Col. Reay) would like to make one
last appeal to the Premier. Honorable
members did not want to divide on each
one of these proposals. It would be easy to
take divisions on each of these proposals,
but he did not think it was desirable
or necessary. But he would like to ma.ke
an appeal to the head of the Government,
whether he would not, before the measure
was finally passed, introduce into it some
provision by which a· man, who was
granted 8s. a week, or a lesser amount,
would be permitted to supplement that
small amount by any labour of which :be
was capable. If that were done, and
surely it would have tho approval of the
House, it would relieve many honorable
members' minds very greatly of the strain
upon them when they contemplated a
situation in which the pensioner would be
absolutely prevented from maintaining
himself on 8s.
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Mr. IRVINE.-How is he prevented from
doing that '(
Lt.-CoL REAY said that if the honorable member put his legal milld to work
with regard to the two clauses in relation
to income and the deductions that were
to be made for accumulated property, he
would find that a pensioner had to divest
himself of nearly everything before he was
allowed to get the 8s. It was not desirable that the Bill should be allowed to go
out in that defective form. It should be
permitted to be understood that a man
who got 8s. or less than 8s. might supplement that small sum by his earnings.
He would ask the head of the Government
to consider particularly one set of circumstances. He would take the case of an
old-age pensioner who was living with
The wife might not be
.his wife.
65 years of age, and not therefore be
entitled to a pension. In that case the
pensioner had practicaJly to support himself and his wife on: 8s., or less when the
deductions were made. That was a very
hard situation, and it was one which, it
seemed to him, the House and the Government ought to provide for. He hop~d
the Premier would not regard it as too
late to do something by which it might be
made possible for a man ,,,ho got a small
pension to supplement it by his earnings.
The SPEAKER.-Does the honorable
men1ber move any amendment 1
Lt.-Col. REA Y said that he only made
the suggestion. At the moment he did
not know what language such an amendment should be put in.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland)
stated that if the suggestion of the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs
(Lt.-CoL Reay) were agreed to, he would
be very glad to support it. Indeed, he
(Mr. Ewen Cameron) suggested during
his remarks on the second reading that
th~t should be done, and that one of the
defects of the measure was t.hat it would
be an inducement to a man who was earning a few shillings a week not to attempt
to earn anything, in order to get the full
amount of the pension. In that respect,
therefore, the Bill was an inducement to
unthrift as it stood. It would be infinitely'
better for those who \Tere able to work to
earn a little more money if they were
capable of doing so. An old man should
be capable of earning 4s. or 5s. a week alld
still get his pension. He should be allowed
to do that openly, but under the measnre
as it stood it could ouly be done in an
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indirect way. The old-age pensioners had,
iu fact, to perpetrate what was a fraud if
He had
they wished to be industrious.
no doubt that a great many of them were
tndustrious, and would get outside the
provisions of the Bill. He had advocated
on the second reading what was now suggested, but he did not propose an amendment, because he did not think it the duty
of the Opposition to make such an amendment in the measure.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that with regard to the honorable member's suggestion, on the first blush it seemed an easy
thing to do. Honorable members would
observe that clause 10 stated that the
amount of a pension should in each case be
at such a rate as, "having regard to all
the circumstances of the case," the commissioner deemed advisable and sufficient.
Under that clause every such case would
receive consideration. Providing for hard
cases made bad laws, and it was impossible in any Act of Parliament to deal
with every possible case that might come
under consideration. The special case
mentioned loy the honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col.
Reay), where the husband received the
pension and the wife was not 65 years of
age, and was dependent upon her husband,
eould be taken into consideration under
clause 10. But if it were the view of the
Houss that everyone was to get 8s., and
on top of that was to be allowed to earn
whatever he could, then honorable members would see that everyone would get
the 8s. a week even if he were able to
earn his own liying. The applicant,
under sub-section (m) of the clause now
under eonsideration, had to state that he
was unable to maintain himself. That
was one of the conditions u.nder whiElh he
applied. If the suggestion of the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs
(Lt.-Col. Reay) were adopted, a door would
be open for every possible evil. He
would remind honorable members that
thtre was the right of appeal to the
registrar and the Treasurer. Surely there
were numbers of persons over 65 years of
age who were hearty and vigorous, and
who could do some work, and who surely
should not receive the maximum amount
of the pension. As the honorable member
for Carlton South said, some of the pensioners were only getting about 4s. Why
was that ~ It was because the person administering the Act, after looking into all
the circumstances of the case, thought that

Pensions Bill.

the 4s. was all that it was necessary to
grant in order to enable the pensioner
to live.
There had been cases where
appeals had been made to the Treasurer.
When the circumstances were looked into,
and it had been found that the pensioner,
who had previously had tempor~ry employment, had lost his employment, and
had asked for a .review of his case, the
case had been dealt with again. 'There
had been cases of a man who was over 65
years of al:e, whose earnings had actually
gone up to lOs. or 12s. a week, but who
had thought it better to get lOs. and do
nothing than to work and obtain 12s.
It wafs not desirable that that should be
encouraged.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You cannot forget
that amount of lOs.
Mr. PEACOCK said that it was so fixed in
his memory from the number of cases
that had come under his notice. A case
had come under his notice that very day,
where the amount! of the pension had been
fixed at 5s. 6d. h was the case of It
persoll who had been earning a little, but
who had met. with an accident, and wa.s nQW
unable to work. rrhat pensioner applied
Honorable
to haye his case re-heard.
members might allow matters to stand as
they wera. As he explained on previous
occasions, the whole Act was temporary,
and when it was in opera.tion other
defects would be seen, and all theee
defects would require amendment.
Mr. IRVINE.-What the House would
like to know is whether there is anything
in the Bill which prevents a man, when he
has the full pension, from supplementing
it by his earnings.
Mr. PEACOCK said that there was
nothing in the Bill which prevented him
from doing that after his pension had been
fixed.
Mr. IRVINE.--But if he is earning something beforehand his pension is reduced ~
Mr. PEACOCK said yes. It would be
taken into consideration.
Mr. MURRAY.-There is another point,
with regard to the weekly income during
the six months. Supposing the applicant
is out of work at the time he applies for
a pension, then his pension is averaged
for the six months. He will be considered
to be receiving something. That 'is hardly
fair.
Mr. PEACOCK said that honorable
members would see that he had tried t@
meet all the circumstanoes as far as possible,
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and that there would be danger in opening
the door wider.
Mr. GILLIES said that a man might
get an old-age pension, because of being
65 years of age and upwards, and yet be
able to do a little work, such as gardening, by which he would probably
make 48. or 5s. a week in all. Sometimes
these men also received presents from the
house in the shape of bread and other
things. Assuming the old-age pensioner
obtained the full pension of 8s., he ccould
easily earn at least 3s. a week more.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Occasionally, yon mean.
Mr. GILLIES said that that was what
he meant.
He (Mr. Gillies) hoped it
would be publicly understood that the
provisions of the Bill were sufficiently
free to enable that to be done.
Mr. PFoAcocK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. GILLIES said that the pensioner
might earn this money without br€aking
the principle of the Bill. One honorable
member, however, said that they ought to
be entitled to earn as much as they liked,
and then get the pension.
He (Mr.
Gillies) did not think that that should
be so. It should, however, be made clear
that there was nothing to prevent a man
who was capable of doing a little work
and earning a little money from occasionally supplementing his income in that
way. If the pensioners did that it would
do them a great defl,l of good. Nothing
was more unfortunate to many of the
public officers who had been retired
after long years of service than to have
nothing to do, for nothing so quickly
broke down their health as baving nothing
to do. Similarly it would 'be a good thing
for these old men to be allowed to do a
little work.
Mr. BARBOUH, observed that cases
must have come to the knowledge of most
honorable members of men who desired to
do a. little gardening.
He might calf
them peripatetic gardeners. 'rhey had
passed the age of active hard work, yet
were able to earn a little from the local
council in breaking stones, or in such like
employment, making from four to five
shillings a week.
Unless the clause was
amended in the direction suggested by
the honorable member for East Bourke
Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) they might not
be able to do that, and that would be
absolutely a discouragement of thrift.
This small modicnm of earnings should
not bar them from getting 8s·. a week.
He might remind the Premier that by the

Pensions Bill.

2477

division which had just been taken the
case of the pensioner was rendered additionally hard, for it was not lOs. they
were now to receive but 88. A generous
interpretation of the clause, or, better
still, the addition of a sub-clause, to
enable pensioners to earn from three to
five shillings a week, might be decided
upon. Apparently, pensioners would be
debarred from doing that under the provisions of the Bill as it was at present.
He trusted that the Bill would not pass
out of the hands of the House without
that matter being attended to.
Mr. MURBA Y stated that he wished
to know how clause 8 would operate. It
would be unfair to the industrious and
thrifty applicant, who had to state \yhat
his average income was for the six months.
What would be the effect of that ~ 'rhe
fact that he had been an industrious man,
and had made an effort to earn something,
would be considered against him, and he
would have his pension on a lower scale
than the loafer who was doing nothing.
The man who did nothing during the six
months, and who possibly did not try to
earn anything, w:mld be entitled to the
full income, whilst the industrious old
applicant would get a smaller amount.
1.'his appeared to him to be a serious blot
on the Bill, and would make the measure
so operate that those who were deserving
of the best treatment wonld get the worst.
This was very unfair, and he thought the
only way to provide against it was not to
count it as against a man that he had
been honestly trying to support himself to
some ex tent. Under the Bill as it stood,
however, if a man had been trying to earn
something he only got a portion of tho 88.
per week, while the man wh(]) had been
subsisting on charity and had practically
been It loafer, was entitled to the full
pension. This was placing a disability
upon merit.
Dr. MALONEY said he took it that if
the clause was passed in its present form the
'rreasurer would have power to meet the
evil which he (Dr. Maloney) was the first
to bring under his notice_ This evil was
illustrated in the case of an old-age pensioner who had his pension of 7s. 6d. per
week taken away because he had earned £4
in nine weeks' work at stonebreaking. In
sueh a case, under the present Bill, he
understood that the Treasurer would have
power to allow a man to earn a littl-e ill
addition to his pension.
Mr. PEACOCK.- Yos.
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Mr. IRVINE remarked that a good deal against the mall who had been earni11g
of the difficulty arose from the very cast- nothing, and who, when he got his
iron provisi()ns of clause 8, whereby the full pension, could proceed to earn, perpossibility of granting an old-age pension ha.ps, 3s. or 4s. per week? He would
like the Treasurer to comlider whether,
a~ an was made to depend upon the average
weekly earning during the six months from a Treasury point of view, it would
preceding. 'Vith regard to the point cost much to make the extreme limit both
raised by the honorable member for East of pension and income which the applicant
Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay), he had been earning before the pension was
would point out that once a man got his given np to lOs. per week. 'rhis would
pension, there was nothing to prevent him allow a man to have earned 2s. per week,
earning as much as ever he liked after- and yet enable him to get the full pen ..
sion.
wards.
Mr. HENNESSY.-Do you mean to make
PEACOCK. - Except that the
Mr.
Treasurer may cancel the pension.
a maximum of lOs. per week ~
Mr. IRVINE said the matter was not
Mr. IRVINE said that what he meant
likely to be brought under the Treasurer?s was that a man might on odd jobs have
been earning sometimes 5s. per week,
notice.
Mr. VV. H. VVILLIAMS.-Suppose a man sometimes less, and sometimes, perhaps,
nothing. On the average if he had been
has a legacy left him ~
Mr. IRVINE said that of course if a earning, say, 2s. per week, he would
pensioner had a legacy of £100 a year suggest that the man should be allowed
left him, the fact would no doubt be the full pension of 8s., so that the amount
brought under the notice of the Treasurer, of his income might not exceed lOs.
bnt snppose a man took an odd job now altogether.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That would be inconsisand then by which he earned 4s. or 5s.
per week, no one wonld want to bring that tent with what we have done already.
fact under the notice of the Treasurer.
Mr. IRVINE said he did not think so.
He thonght honorable mem.bers were all The only principle laid d(l)Wll was that the
agreed that it; would be better to allow a State was not to give a pensioner more
pensioner to do a little light work and than 8s. per week, but, by clause 11, if a
earn something in addition to his pension man was earning 2s. per week, the penU he could.
The difficulty pointed out sion was culL down by that 2s., and this he
by the honorable member for vVarrnam- did not think was desirable. The point
bool,. however, was that although a man he had raised was one worthy of the conmight take work after he got a pension, sideration of the Treasurer. His (Mr.
he must, in order to qualify himself for Irvine's) suggestion was tH!>t at all inconthe pension, reduce himself to absolute sistent with the principle that the State
idleness for a considerable time previously, was not to give more than 8s. per week.
and this was surely ridiculous a.nd unrea- Some ~mendment would be desirable in
sonable. A man who had been doing a little clause 11, with a view to preventing those
light work ought to be in as good a posi- applicants for old-age pensions who had
tion to get a pension as a man who had been doing SQn1e light work and getting
been doing nothing, although perhaps some remuneration for it, from being
quite as capable of working.
penalized by that fact, so as not; to force
Mr. PEACOcK.-That would mean giving them to qualify themselves to get an oldage pension by remaining in compulsory
8s. per week to every applicant.
Mr. IRVINE said that he cilid not idleness for six: months, and so that they
think so. What he would suggest was should be placed in quite as good a posithat an alteration should be made in tion as those who had got a pension 110W,
clause 11 dealing with the rate by which and who proceeded to do some light work.
the income anel pension together ,",'ere to He understood that the Aitorney-General
to be determined. Clause 8, he thought, had framed an amendment with a view to
was quite right, in so far that if a man giving effect to this.
Mr. Peacock's amendment was agreed
had 10een earning more than 8s. per week
he should not have a pension nt all; but to.
On clause 10, which provided that the
snppose he had been earning only 2s. or
3s. per ,'veek, why should hiB pension commissioner might either refuse to grant
be cut down by tha.t 2s. or 3s. as the pension claim, or might gran~ it for a
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1esser sum than 8s., in cases where the
-claimant was physically capable of earning,
Lt.-Col. ItEAY movedThat the following words be inserted :-" Provided, !to'wever, that to the extent of 2s. per
week, whether such sum be the whole or part
·only of the average weekly income of the
.claimant, receivable or derivable by him as
wages or earnings io respect to his personal
labour or exertion, such sum shall not be coosidered or taken into account in the computation of the tota,l income of the claimant from
.all sources."
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week besides. He had frequently said that
the labour of these old people should be
utilized, and he had instanced the fact that
in the country districts a man might light
the fires while the farmer's wife was out
milking the cows or attending to something
else. He understood that there was a feeling in some quarters that these' pensioners
should be withdrawn from the labour
market. In other words, they would get
8s. and have nothing to do, would have a
drink or two and, perhaps, discuss the
members of the State Parliament, without
reference to the other place, in their idle
time. He wanted these men to have this
stone-breaking as well as the 7s. or 88.He did not want to test the question by a
division, but he would rather go up to 5s.
than fix it at 2s.
Mr. PEACOcK.-There is a danger of
some of those persons competing against
labour, and cutting dQ)\vn wages.
Mr. BEN'r asked what objection there
would be to them at snch a low rate as 5s.
a week? 'rhey would get so blooming
rich that they would want to start a bank
at that rate. If there was a vote taken
on this point he would vote to give 5s.
He would let the old-age pensioners go up
to 15s. a week if necessary.
Mr. OUT TRIM. -A man might be getting
4s. a week pension, and the 5s. would
not bring him up beyond the total of 9s.
a week.
Mr. BENT said surely none of these
commiss!oners wonld give an old woman
as low as 4s. a week. What was the limit
to be ~
Sir SA.:\[uEL GILLOT'l'.- W e propose to
limit it to lOs.
Mr. BENT said he wanted to limit it ta
15s. He begged to moye-

He said he moved this with a view of
giving effect to the suggestion which he
had· previously made to the head of the
Government, and which had been so
:admirably supported by the leader of the
Opposition. For the language, which was
purely legal, he was indebted to the Attorney-General; but the intention was to
·do precisely what the leader of the Opposition had stated ought to be done-that
the old-age pensioner who received 8s.
per week, might be permitted to
earn 2s. more, or that the old-age
pensioner who had been in receipt
·of some small amount ought not to
be debarred by any privilege he might
Irightly obtain under this measure from
:going up to a total income of lOs. per
·week.
Mr. BEN~'.-Does "his" mean ;, her"~
Sir SAMUET.J GILLOT'l'.-Yes.
Lt·Col. ItEAY said this was what the
House seemed disposed to agree to.
Mr. BENT remarked that it would be
remembered that when he was speaking
before on this point he said that surely an
-old man or an old woman was worth something, but 2s. a week appeared to him to
be a ridiculously small sum. He happened to be a coullcillor in one of the
out· of-way places, and he and his fellow
-councillors took into consideration the fact
That the amendment be amended by the subthat there were a lot of old men who were stitution of the word "five" for the word
used to breaking stones. 'rhey did not " two."
Mr. MACKINNON observed that the
compete with allY other labour at all, and
they made about 7s. a week. Surely the great objection to this Bill was that it was
House would not prevent them from undoubtedly inimical to the practice of
making that, or limit it to 2s. a week.
freedom, and in seconding the proposal
Sir SAMUEL GILT.JOTT.-VVe do not deprive .that the pensioner should be allowed to
them of it.
earn at least 2s. a week over and above
:Mr. BENT said he understood the honor- his pension he thought it was some small
able and gallant member for East Bourke instalment in a right direction. He adBoroughs to say that the pensioner would mitted, with the honorable member for
only be able to earn 2s. per week.
Brighton, that it was miserable and paltry
Mr. IRvINE.-If he makes 7s. a week he and beggarly, but he understood that it
will be entitled under. this amendment to would be acceptable to the Government,
get 3s. pension.
and he was prepared to support it. He
Mr. BE~T said he wanted the man had had a case brought under his own
to be allowed to get 8s. pension and 5s. a notice of thp, jealousy that existed with
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regard to these old-age pensioners. He
knew a man who was a gardener. He and
his wife were elderly people, and tho man
was earning about £1 a week as a gardener at two different places. He applied
for the old-age pension, and after he got
it he went back to one of these places and
worked for several days. He then sa,id to
his employer that he was afraid he could
not come any longer, because people were
beginning to talk about him, that he
would be complained about, and that his
pension would be taken from .him. I twas
perfectly obvious that some pressure was
brought to bear on the man who was
adding something to his income. He
thought that was a miserable spirit, and
he would rather see these pensioners
allowed to earn 5s. or lOs. a week. He
understood, however, that there was great
difficulty about that, and if they could
not get it he would support the 2s. Still,
it was very hard to see how a man could·
earn such a small sum.
Mr. vVILKINS stated that he was
quite in syrnpathy with the proposal of
the honorable ulember for Brighton, and
he asked the Government to accede to
the honorable member's request. There
were anum ber of very deserving old
people who could earn 58., and he di:1 not
think it was proper policy to actually
prevent them from doing so. They would
be better employed if they were only
earning 5s.
Mr. PEACOCK.-There i8 nothing in the
Bill to prevent them from earning 5s.
Mr. BENT.-Yes; but you will stop the
88.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Honorable members
must no~ go too far atld press us too much.
Mr. 'VILKINS said he understood that
if the amendment of the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs was carried,
no person who was earning anything over
2s. would be entitled to receive the full
88. pension.
Sir SAMUEL GILL01'1'.-Let it go.
Mr. vVILKINS said that the AttorneyGeneral practically stated "Do not' stOl'lewall' the Bill," but if no one "stone-walled"
the Bill more than he did it would have
been passed long ago.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. SANGSTER remarked that he felt
disposed to support the honorable member
for Brighton for the reason t.hat he knew
there were many of these old men who had
been earning 5s. and 6s. a week and who
had applied for the pension, but in many

Pensions Bill.

cases unfortunately the small amount that
they had been earning had been given to'
them almost as charity by a nu.mber of
people.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That would not apply
·under this Bill.
Mr. SANGSTER said perhaps it would
not, except that when they got the pension
the work would not be gi ven them, because
the people who had been giving it would
say that they could not give them the 5s.
or 6s. a week now that t.hey were getting
pensions. Even if these old people went
on earning it for a few weeks there. walil
al ways adanger ofthe commissioner's interfering.
He had more fear about the
people who administered the Act than
about the Act itself. Unless these things
were stated fairly in the Bill and the
commissioners took them into consideration, they would administer the Act so
closely that many old TUen would have
their pensions reduced. He knew cases
himself that had happened durin1! the
past year where men had been refused a
pension because they were earning a
little money, and where the people from
whom they were earning this money had
absolutely refused to employ them after
the pension scheme was established,
because they were simply employing thom
as a matter of charity. He thought 5s.
was little enough for these pensionerB to
earn over and above the 8s. A man of
64 years of age would not be entitled to
an old-age pension, and he might be able
to get some light empl0yment so as to
earn 8s. or lOs. a week, and jealousy
would start at once with him if he saw
any man who was getting a pension being
allowed to earn a few shillings extra,
unless they stated it specifically in the
Bill that a man who was getting a pension
up to 8s. had a right to earn up to 5s.
more.
Mr. E. D. vVILLIAMS expressed the
opinion that it would be just as well to
carry the anllendment, because it would be
a direction to those who had the administration of the Act. He knew by personal
experience that under the old Act the
magistrate asked each applicant-" How
much have your average earnings been
during the past six months ?" and if the
answer was "5s.," the magistrate said"Then I will give you a pension of 58.,
making your incQme lOs." A similar course
would, DO doubt, be adopted under this
new measure. If an applicant admitted
that his average earnings for the last six
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months had been 6s. per week, the magistrate would grant him a pension of only
2s. a week, so as to make his total income
8s. per week. If the amelldment was inserted in the Bill, tho administrators of
the Act would not be debarred from giving
applicants the full 8s., although they were
able to earn a few shillings a week more.
It \vo\lld be harsh and unjust to prevent old
men and old women earning 3s. or 4s. a
week in addition to the 8B. pension money,
so as to enable them to live with a little
more comfort.
Mr. PEAOOCK said he would ask the
honorable member for Br.ighton not to
pross the amendment upon the Government. Whilst everyone was in sympathy
with t.he proposal, they could not tell how
it would affect the finances.
Mr. BENT.-It will not toueh the
finances at all.
Mr. PEACOCK said it would. That
was the danger in connexion with the
matter. r:rhe Attorney-General and the
leader of the Opposition conferred, and
prepared the amendment of the honorable
member for EastBourkeBoroughs (Lt.-Col.
Reay), which he (Mr. Peacock) thought
wOl.lld meet the cases of old-age pensioners
who got occasional jobs. He did not
want to prevent them from earning anything, nor was there anything in the Bill
to prevent anybody who had got an old-age
pension from earning something; but
honorable members must cONsider this
phase of the question-that the adoption
of the amendment of the hmlOrable member
for Brighton would bring out a large
number of applicants for old-age pensions
fro111 among persons who were now earning
money, and it wonld add to the list of
old·age pensioners very considerably.
There was that great danger. It might
be asked, if an old-age pensioner was to
be allowed to earn 2s. per week, why not
allow him to earn 38., 5s., or 7s. a week.
He (Mr. Peacook) had not any figures
that he codd give to the House to show
what would be the effect of adopting the
amendment of the honorable member for
Brighton. The honorable member for
East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay)
had worked as hard as any one for the
old-age pensioners, and was "now fighting
for the recognition of a principle.
Although this measure was much more
elastic thatl the Act that had expired, he
felt eertain it would have to be amended
next session, by which time hOllorable
members would be possessed of a
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great amount of information as the result.
of the adlninist.ratioll of the Act in themeantime. Remembering that this measure opened the door to a large number of'
hard cases, and believing that it would be
more sympathetically admi11istered than
the former Act, he would ask honorable
members not to press the amondment of'
the honorable member for Brighton, but
let the Govemment get the Bill through
the Assembly at the present sitting.
Mr. ,VARDE remarked that he was
rather inclined to agree with the views of
the Premier on this question. Moreover,
the adoption of the amendment of the
honorable member for Brighton. might
haye quite the opposite effect to that
which its supporters expected. He felt
that 8s. a week was not q uita sufficient, but
with the latitude that ~\'ould be ~lllowed
by adopting the amendment of the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs
(Lt.-Col. Reay), permitting a.n old-agepensioner to ea.rn an extra 2s. per week, it
would bring up his il'lCome to lOs. per
week. He (Mr. Warde) was very much
afraid that if the amendment in favour of
5B. was carried, it would possibly result in
a nnmber of persons being thrown out of
employment, through being undersold by
old-age pellsiol1ers.
Numbers of men
employed as rouse~tbouts, and number~ of
women employed as domestic t-3ervants, got
only 8s. or lOs. a week, and if other' persons were su bsidized by the State to the
extent of 8s. a week, they could undersell
those who were receiving very little more
than that amount, in which case the
amendment of the honorable member for
Brighton, although· proposed with thebest intentions, would probably have a
very ill effect on the labour market,
instead of benefiting t.hose whom it was
designed to benefit. He hoped that the
supporters of the amendment of the honorable member for Brighton would accept
the compromise arri ved at.
Mr. MURRAY observed that he might
have done the honorable member for
Brighton an injustice earlier in the
evening. The honorable ulember was now
showing his liberality in a right direction
towards those who got old-age pensions.
He (Mr. Murray) did not entertain the
fear expressed by the honorable memberfor Essendon, that the old-age pensioners,
if allowed to earn 5s. a week extra, would
come iuto unfair competition with persons
who were not receiving old-age pensions,
beiug able to sell their labour at a lower
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rate than the ordinary rate ruling in the
labour market. If that danger was to be
apprehended, it would not be obviated by
accepting the amendment of 2s. a week,
but as a matter of fact, if old-age pensioners were allowed to earn 5s. per week,
it would rather have a tendency to increase
the price they would get for their labour.
A man who was allowed to earn only 2s.
a week would be likely to sell his labour
at a. lower rate than a man who was allowed
to earn 5s. a week. Taking all the circumstances iuto consideration, he did not
think t.hat the right to earn an extra 5s.
a week would make an old-age pensioner's
income, 13s., too high. Still, he wonld
ask the honorable tnember for Brighton,
and the supporters of his amendment, if
it was worth while. pressing for a division,
in the uneharitable mood in which the
House a.ppeared to be in just now? Every
attempt thathad been made to increase and
liberalize what the State was doing for
the helpless old people had been defeated
in the House, and if the amendrnent
()f the hvnorable memloer for Brighten was
pressed to a division it would simply add
another to the number of defeats which
the liberal party in the Houoe had
already suffered.
Mr. McKENZTE.-" Thank GGd we are
not as other men are."
Mr, MURRAY said he did not see why
the Treasurer apprehended any danger to,
or any disturbance in, the finances from
the adoption of the amendment of the
honorable member for Brighton. The
Treasurer would not be called on to provide the additional money out of the
public purse-that would come out of the
pockets of the private individuals who
.employed old-age pensioners-and it would
not throw an additional old-age pensioner
,on the State. They had heard a great deal
about encouraging thrift, so why not permit those who were capable of doing a
little work t<l> earn as much as they pos:sibly could ~ It was t.he duty of the
.State to give the old-age pensioners 8s.
per week each irrespective of what they
might be able to earn. Honorable members were told by the Treasurer that there
was nothing in the Bill to prevent old-age
pensioners earning anything they could
;after they had got their pensions, and he
trusted that that view of the matter
would be impressed upon the police magistrates or other officials who had to administer the Act, and that the cold-age
pensioners would be given to understand
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that there would be no danger of their
pensions being withdra\yn if they supplemented their incomes from those pensions
by whatever they could earn.
At this stage, the time for giving precedence to business other than Government
business having arrived,
Mr_ PEACOCK moved, by leaveThat the sessional order fixing the order of
business for 'Vednesday in each week be suspended for this evening, so as to allow the
Old-age Pensions Bill to be disposed of_

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT stated that he desired to
offer a few observations before the amendment was put.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member has moved an amendment on the
a.mendment of the honorable member for
East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay), and
hali spoken on it. However, I will hear
the honorable member, by leave, if he
clesires to make an explanation.
Mr_ BENT said he thanked the Speaker
for allowing him to say a few words before
the question was put_ His amendment
was not an attack on the Treasury at all.
The Treasurer never touched the case he
(Mr. Bent) pointed out. In his district
and others a number of old men were
earning about 8s. a week each at stonebreaking. If they knocked off work, they
\Vould get 8s. a week under this Bill;
but, if his amendment \vas carried, they
could get an old-age pension of 8s. and earn
another 5s. a week, making 13s. in all.
They ,,,ould n.:>t interfere with any other
class of labour_ N or would the old men
and women who were employed about
houses doing odd. jobs. 'What kind of
work could those people obtain to earn
only 2s. per week, as proposed by the
honorable member for East Bourke
Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) ~
Mr. SADLER.-Casual jobs.
Mr. BENT said he could not imagine
what casual jobs old men or old women
could be employed at to earn only 28. per
week.
Mr. IRVINE.-They would not be employed all the week for 2s., but only
occasionall y.
Mr. BENT said the adoption of his
amendment would relieve the ·Treasury.
There were hundreds of such cases as he
had instanced. It would be very much
better to adopt his amendment than to
allow old people who were able to do something to go about the streets doing nothing
but loafing, or perhaps drinking.
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Mr. BENNETT observed tha the honorable member for Brighton had stated
that old-age pensioners employed as stonebreakers would not deprive other men of
work, but he (Mr. Bennett) claimed that
they would do so. As an act of charity, the
Richmond city council allowed old 1lilen to
earn 7s. or 8s. a week at breaking si<i>I'J.es.
The same thing was clone in other municipalities. N ow, if those old men were not
so employed, the stones would be broken
by men who would get fair wages. The
greatest difficulty the magistrates had had
in the allocation of pensions was in the
cases of those who earne:l a few shillings
a week. Some of the old-age pensioners
kept small shops, tlnd it was very hard
to estimate what they made. The adop1;ion of the amendment of the honorable
member for Brighton would be unfair
to many persons who were trying to get
old-age pensions. It would be far better
to let the old-age pensioners be put
aside at1d allow the stone to be broken
by men who were getting fun wages.
There had been the greatest difficulty about old-age pensioners earning
a few shillings. If they were allowed
to do 80 a great deal of trouble would
occur, both to the magistrates and to
themselves.
Lt.-Col. REAY said he would ask the
honorable member for Brighton not to
press his amendment to a division. He
(Lt.-Col. Reay) was perfectly in sympathy
with the honorable member, but during
the adjournment he had endeavoured to
find out what would probably be agreed
to, and he proposed 2s. because that
appeared to meet with general approval.
If he could have obtained a general agreement in favour of 5s. no one in the House
would have accepted it n.1ore readily than
himself. With reference to the remarks
of the honorable member for Brighton, he
might point out that one of the deelarations which the applicant for a pension
had to make was that he was unable to
maintain himself.
N o\Y, maintenance
under this Bill meant 8s. a week, there[ore if a man was already earning 8s_ a
week he could not make the declaration,
and would not be able to get the p8nsion.
It was difficult to make the exemption
larger as the Bill now stood. He would
like to see the Bill altered in that respect, but it was too late to do that now,
and he would ask honorable members to
accept the proposal that earnings up to
the amount of 2s. a week should be
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exempt, and that a pension of 8s. should
be allowed in addition.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Po1·tland)
said he would like to point out the practical application of the principle of allowing old-age pensioners to earn something
at certain times. Those pensioners who
lived in the country occasionally got an
opportunity of doitlg work which was
only offered at particular seasons of the
year. For instance, an old-age pensioner
might have an opportunity during two or
three mon~hs of the year of earning a
few pounds by stripping wattle bark.
But it was no use for hirr_ to be industrious in those months, if the amol!nt he
earned would be deducted from his pension. ·When opportunities occurred for
these men to do light work which did not
interfere with the industry of anyone
else no objection should be offered_ It
was not likely that old-age pensioners
would do stone-breaking to any great
extent, but there were times when they
had the chance of earning a few shillings
in other ways, and it was a pity to deprive
them of that opportunity.
The House divided on the question that
the word" two," proposed to be omitted,
stand part of the amendment52

Ayes ...
Noes •••

21

Majority against Mr.
amendment

Bent's

31

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Andrews,
Argyle,
Bennett,
Bowser,
Brown,
Burton,
" E. H. Cameron,
" Cullen,
" Deegan,
" Duggan,
" Dyer,
" Foster,
" Gail',
" Gillies,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr_ Graham,
" Grose,
" Gurr,
" Hall,
" J _ Harris,
" Holden,
" Irvine,
" Keast,
" Keogh,
" Kerr,
" L'tugdon,
" Lawson,

Mr_ Lazarus,
" l~evien,
" Mackinnon,
" J_ \-V _ Mason,
" McGregor,
" McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" l\1i tchell,
" Morrissey,
" Nichols,
" Oman,
" Peacock,
Lt_-CoL Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" Smith,
" Stanley,
Capt. Staughton,
Mr. Sterry,
" Taverner,
" Trenwith,
" Warde.
" H_ R. vVilliauls,
W. H. Williams.

Tellers.
Mr. Boyd,
" Robinson.
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NOES.

Mr. Barbour,
" Bent,
" J. ""V. Billson,
" Bromley,
" E. Cameron,
" Fotheringham,
" A. Harris,
" Hennessy,
• " Isa,acs,
" Kirton,
Sir John McIntyre,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"

"

Meth\Ten,
Murray,
Outtrim,
Sangster,
Toutcher,
\Vhite,
Wilkins,
E. D. Williams.
Teller,~.

Mr. Beazley,
" Craven.

Lt.-Col. Reay's amendment was then
agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that in
clauso 15 he had an amendmellt to propose in sub-clause (1), which was as
f()llow~ :-The registrar shall in the prescribed manner
forward each pension claim to a commissioner,
who shall in open court in the locality where
the claimant resides, fully investigate the pension claim for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the claimant is entitled to a pension,
and if so, at wha,t rate. Such commissioner in
such court shall have and may exercise all the
powers and authorities of a Court of Petty
Sessions.

He begged to moveThat after the word "resides" (line 4), the
words "or as near thereto as practicable" be
inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILL011'f Galled attention to sub-clause (1) of clause 16, providing for the issue of a summons, calling
upon the relative of a pensioner to show
cause to a commissioner why he should
llOt be ordered to contribute towards the
cost of the pension. He begged to lUoveThat the followiI~g words be added :-" Such
commissioner shall ha\Te and may exercise
all the powers of a Court of Petty Sessions."

The amendment was agreed to.
Lt.-Col. REAY movedThat the following words at the end of subclause (1) he omitted-" The onus of proving
that a person summoned under this section is
not a relative of the claimant or pensioner shall
be on the person so summoned."

He said that he had called attention to
this matter before in a very thin Honse,
and he thought it his duty to call the
attention of the House to the matter
again. He was of opinion that the words,
the omission of which he had moved,
should not be there. He did not think it
was a fair thing to put that obligation
upon persons who were summoned.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT remarked that
this question was considered the other
night, and the House agreed to the words
remaining as part of the clause. The
honorable member for East Bourke
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Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) seemed to be
very apprehensive in regard to the burden
of proof being placed upon the defendant.

There were heaps of instances in our
statutes ill which the burden of proof
was cast upon the defendan t for various
rea~ons.

Mr. InvINE.-'1'hat is, if he has done
something that causes the burden of
proof to be cast upon him.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOT'r said that this
clause dealt; with somf\thing, some information, which lay more peculiarly in
the knowledge of the person summoned
than in the knowledge of the Crown. It
would be difficult, for instance, for the
Crown to prove relationship in all cases t
so many people not being born here, and
unless they were born here, the registers'
could not be searched.
Mr. MURRAY.-You ,,,ant to get that
clever child in this that knows its own
father.
,
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that the
clause would work out in this way. l'he
children would be summoned to show
why they should not support their
parents, and he did not think it unreasonable that the onus of proof should be cast
upon them. If these words were struck
out it would mean an enormous expense'
to the Crown, because these persons would
have to be summoned as witnesses.
Otherwise they would not be bound to
appear, or might appear by solicitor or
counsel. The Crown should not be called
upon to prove that a person was the son
or daughter of the applicant. It would
be no hardship whatever to shift the
burden of proof on to the person so'
summoned, because the knowledge on
that matter would be peculiarly with
himself or herself. The principle was
laid down in :Paylor on E'l,idence, as the
leader of the Opposition was aware.
There were hundreds of instances, both in
our own Acts and English Acts, which
could be cited in support of this provision.
Mr. SANGSTER said that the statement of the Attorney-General furnished
him with reasons why he should support
this amendment. 'fhe Att0rney-General
said that if these words were struck out it
would cast an enormOllS expense upon the
Crown. If they were left in they might
cast enormous expense upon Feople who
were less able to nff<Drd it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Not at all.
Mr. SANGS1'ER eaid that he would like
to know why that could not be so 1
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Sir SAlIIUEr~ GILLO'l"l'.-Because every
person knows who his parents are, Qr
ought to at all events.
Mr. SANGSTER said that if an
"individual were sumnlOned to show cause
why he should not support an aged person
he would have to summon witnesses to
prove that he was not the individual he
was supposed to be. Why should not the
,0n1lS of pruof in such a case be on the
'Crown ~ If the Orown had sllspicions that
certain individuals were relatives of
applicants the Crown should be put to the
,expense of proving that. He thought the
House w()uld see the absurdity of asking
these people, who might be in poor
.circumstances, to attend the court and
bring witnesses.
The amendment was negatived.
Clauses 20 and 32 were verbally
.amended.
The Bill was then ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative Council.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that he had to
thank honorable members for the assistance they had rendered him in connexioll
with this Bill. It had been a difficult
matter to watch all the different points,
:and if he had been short-tempered at
times he would apologize to the House
-for it.
ADVANCES TO LOCAL BODIES.
Mr. BROWN movedThat, in the opinion of this House, it is desir;able that(a) A public loan be floated in Victoria to
the extent of not less than £100,000,
nor more than £200,000.
(b) That such loan be applied from time
to time only for the purpose of making advances by way of loan to local
bodies, shires only, for constructing
and repairing main roads to be approved by the Governor in Council
when making any such advances, no
ad vance to anyone local body to
exceed £3,000.
(c) That for e<wh £100 advance to any local
body, such body repay to the
Treasurer of Victoria a sum of £4
every year by equal half-yearly payments, and that of such yearly payments £3 per annum shall be interest
on the loan, and the remainder in
rednction of the principal.
(d) That the advances to local bodies be
made subject as nearly as practicable
to the conditions set forth in the
Municipalities' Advances Act 1898
and the Manee Tanks Act 1901.
(e) And that, in the opinion of this House,
it is desirable that a Bill be brought
in for the purpose of carrying out
these resolutions.

He said-I do not propose to trouble the
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House with very lengthy remarks in
connexion with this motion. Honorable
members will recognise that a very large
reduction took place in connexion with
the Government subsidy some time ago.
They will also recognise that there is no
possibility, ill view of the financial position of the country, of having that subsidy
increased. It is in view of that fact, and
of the difficulty that the shires labour
under, that I have put my notice
on the paper. The amount mentioned
in the motion is a small one compared with the requirements of the
cl!>untry which it proposes to overtake.
Every honorable member who represents
a country constituency will be aware of
the difficulty the shires have had in the
matter of their roads. Another matter
which I wish to impress upon honorable
members is, that the traffic iu connexion
with the producing interests of this
country is increasing, that that traffic
lends a great deal of assistance to our
railways, and that our railways, which are
a very important factor in our finances,
are by that means enabled to earn more
money. If people are willing to burden
themselves to make improvements of
the character which bear on the national
prosperity, this House is not likely to refuse them the privilege of doing so. As
regards the possibility of getting tlhe
lYlOney, and all the surround ings in
conllexion with that, honorable members will understand that the whole
of the money, if it could be got at a
moment's notice, would not be required.
Only a measurable quantity would be
"required from time to time. If the
House, for instance, agrees with my
motiQn to-night, then £10,000, at the outside, would be the amount temporarily
required. The shires then have to make
application in cQnnexion with their roads.
Many of the northern shires, as
honorable members of this House are
aware, have no road-making material at
all. It is utterly impossible for them,
with their limited financial resources, to
make roads. There are other districts,
also represented in this House, where
drainage would be a necessity, and I
venture to say that in both or either of
these cases the money that, I have mentioned in my motion would only be
required in the measurable quantity that
I have indicated, and that it would
be of incalculable benefit to these shires.
Again, it would be the means of affording
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relief occupation to a very large number of
people who are crowded ill the cities,
and would enable them to be employed
in the off seasons, when there is no
harvesting, shearing, or other work of
that character in connexion with the
producing interests to be obtailled. It is
during that time that the shires
could absolutelv do their work at the
lowest possible" cost. There is another
importa,ut advantage. In addition to providing this employment, it would permit of
labourers being colleeted in districts
where they would bo available at shearing
and harvesting time. As I have already
pointed out, I do not intend to take up
tho time of the House in speaking upon
this motion. The facts are very simple,
and if I were to talk for an hour
it would not hZl.Ve any more appreciable effect upon honorable members
than what I have said already.
It is absolutely necessary, in my 0pinion,
and I believe that opinion will be voiced
by other honorable memhers. It is the
duty of the House to recognise the disabilities these people have laboured under
for years. It is some six: years since the
subsidy began to be cut down, and any
one who knows anything about finance
will recognise that a reduction from
£400,000 to £100,000 necessarily put the
shires in great difficulty. There is not the
slightest possibility that the Government
will increase the subsidy. When it has
bappened that a Government has been
good enough to make special grants to
the shires, the shires have in many cases
been unable to comply with the conditions
requiring that they should spend an
equivalent sum. That is a serious disability that exists at the present time, for
shires suffering from a depletion of income
are not able to avail themselves of such
generosity on the part of the Government.
Where their borrowing powers are
sufficient to permit of their getting the
money by loan in the ordinary way, it
means that they have to pay in the
aggregate 6, 7, or 8 per cent. interest.
My proposal is to enable them to get
money on lines similar to those on which
money bas been voted by the House in
other cases where settlement has been
made a. necessity, and where the continuation of that settlement has been desirable.
Mr. HENNESSy.-'Vhy do you mention
3 per cent. ?
Mr. ROBINSON.-YOU cannot borrow at
3 per cent.
1If?-. Brown.
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Mr. BROWN.-The Government have
now got plenty of money in the trust
funds on which the interest is only 2! per
cent. The Savings Bank pays only 2t
per cent. This money from the Saving
Bank's funds could be made available for
this purpose.
It is equally safe with
other investments the Savings Bank
Commissioners accept. There would be a
considerable security behind tho Government subsidy. Some honorable members
may say tllat the shires have now got
facilities to enable them to borrow the
money. It is true they have, but people
who go a-borrowing under these circumThere are so
stances go a-sorrowing.
ma,ny expellses in connexion with borrowing that honorable members who
have been shire councillors will agree
with me in saying that it is a most
difficult matter for the shires to borrow
money in this way. I am not proposing
a departure from any of the safeguards
under such circumstances. A schedule
will have to be prepared and specifications
submitted to the Public Works department, '1nd then it would be easy for the
Government to advance the m<lmey, and
easy for the shires to pay the interest.
People may say that we are burdening
posterity, but, in this case, posterity
will reap the advantage, while the people
on the land will also participate. TIn.e
shires have been suffering for five or six
years from a depleted exchequer. In some
cases the roads are cut up and used by a
large section of people who convey traffic
to the rail way stations.
In my own
district, something like £] 00,000 a year
is paid to the railways in conn ex ion with
the wood traffic. The four shires I represent do not get a single penny in connexion
with that, and the wood cariers make the
roads impassable for the farmer and the
dairyman. I feel that many honorable
members will be prepared to snpport this
motion. I feel sure that there can be no
loss. The proposal will confer a great
benefit on the country districts, arid there
is no process under the sun except this
that can be used to give the people the
relief I propose. I have made no arrangements to have the motion seconded, feeling
sure that there are many honorable members who will be glad to second it. The
motion il3That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that(a) A public loan be floated in Victoria to
the extent of not less than £100,000
nor more than £200,000.
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(b) That such loan be a,pplied from time. to

time only for the purpose of makmg
advances by way of loan to lo.cal
bodies, shires only, for constructmg
and repairing main ron,ds to be approved by the Governor in COlUlcil
when making any such advances, no
advance to H,ny one local body to
exceed £3,000.

Mr. BEN'l'.-vVhy shires only?
Mr. BRO"'VN.-For one reason, because
the que~tion of main roa?s i~ ll1.tlCh more
important ill shires than III dIstrIcts where
the ~opulation is more cone~ntrated.
The honorable member, I am qmte sure,
.
will be willing to help me.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I 0l'11y ask why shIres
.
alone ~
Mr. BRO·WN.-Look at the hundreds
of miles of bad roads over which people
have to drive in the country. I am advocating a privilege for the shires. If the
honorable member wants Brighton to be
made more beautiful, he may make any
addition he likes to the motion and I shall
not oppose him. I am only.anxious that
every section of the comr:ouD.l.ty should ~et
its rights. I ma.y mentIOll, III conne~lOn
with this particular clause, that there IS. lit
district in which there is a road that wIll
require £3,000 to be expend~d on it. It
runs for a distance of 4 mIles from the
railway station, and it is utterly impossible for the people to travel on it. They
hoped, naturally, that the subsi~y would
be increased, but they have waIted year
after year in vain. Now they are prepared to borrow the r mone:r and ?O the
work themselves.
rhat IS a fall' and
honorable thing.
(c) That for ea.ch £100 advance to any

local body, such body repay to the
Treasurer of Victoria a sum of £4 every
year by equal half-yearly payments,
and of such yearly payments £3
per annum shall he interest on the loan,
and the remainder in reduction of the
principal.

Mr. ROBINsoN.-The Government can·
not get money at 3 per cent.
Mr. BROWN.-'rhen the honorable
member can make it 3~ per cent.
Mr. EWEN CAlIERON (Po?·tland.)-You
cannot get it at 3~ per cent.
Mr. BH.O'V'N.-I am certain we can.
I do not think that the Government, with
all its wealth, has ever had such a giltedged security as this offered to it.
(d) That the advances to local bodies be

made subject as nearly as practicable
to the conditions set forth in the
Municipalities Advances Act 1898,
and the Mallee TaJ.?-ks A~~ 1901. .

I
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(e) And that, in the opinion ~f this House,

it is desirable that a BIll be brought
in for the pmpose of carrying out
these resolutions.

I commend the matter to the House, and
I ask honorable members to give me their
support.
Mr. LEVIEN.-I rise to second the
proposal of the honorable .me.mber. . I
would not commit myself to It III detaIlr
but I heartily approve of the priuttiple.
The object is to give the local bodies cheap
money to do the work of maintaining the
main roads which must be regarded by all
who are acquainted with the country as
worthy to be done. The lo.cal bodies s?rink
from borrowing money III the ordmary
way on account of toe expense involved.
The money can be raised by the State at
a much cheaper rate than any of the
local bodies could hope to raise it. A
saving of even i per cent. would be a
matter of great consideration to the local
bodies. A saving of 1 per cenl:. with the
interest spread over a number of years
would make loans of this character practically a gift to the local b~dy. If su~h
a saving can be effected, thIS House wIll
be doing a very excellent work in approving of the principle of ~his motion for
those who are endeavourmg to open up
the newly settled portions of this country.
We know that the Government cannot
afford to provide these local bodies with
the money they require in the shape of a
subsidy. This money is to be devoted, as
I understand, to the maintenance of main
roads only.
I dG> not know, but I suppose the trust funds can be applied to
this purpose. If the savings of the people
can be employed in this way it is really
most important, for it will enable an excellent work-which cannot be carried out
under existing methods-to be done, and,.
therefore, the House will be conferring a
benefit on the community by passing the
motion.
Under an Act passed two
sessions ago, the local bodies have the
opportunity of bringing their loans under'
(Jovernment guarantee. That, to some
extent, obviates the necessity of legislation of this character.
It is ouly right
,for the House to give every possible
assistance to the local bodies to borrow
money on reasonable terms. I think the·
honorable member who moved the motion
said that the local bodies had to pay 6 or
7 per cent. when they borrowed. I think
that is an over-estimate.
I think
the average would not be more that 5 per
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cent. or 5~ per cent.
1~he Melbourne
municipalities which are situated in the
'rram way 'rrust was enabled to borrow vicinity of State forests. They have an
money at such a low rate of interest for enormous traffic on the roads from the
the construction of the Melbourne tram- forests to the railways or mines, and yet
ways that the Tramway Company at the all the revenue from the forests goes to
.end of its lease will be able to hand over the Government, and the whole (j)f this
the property without practically any cost traffic is carried on mostly by people who
to the municipalities.
I therefore sup- do not contribute one farthing to the
port the proposal, though not in the exact revenue of the municipalities. I know of
form set out. What I favour is the loan- cases where the metal on these roads hal!
ing of money to the local bodies at a low bee.n completely buried out of sight in tbe
rate of interest to enable them to carry mud through the weight of the timber
{)n the work in connexion with the main traffic, and where the municipalities have
roads. There are roads running through not had the means of repairing the roads
a shire I represent that are almost im pass- at all. I think the lIlunicipalities are
able. If the Government agree to grant entitled to claim a fair remuneration at the
these loans it will r~lieve them of the pres- . hands of the Government in consideration
sure which is at present exercised on them. of the enormous reduction made in the
Let the local bodies do the work them- municipal endowment some years ago.
selves, and give them every opportunity The Treasurer is constantly assailed for
to do that work by furnishing them with special grants, but the difficulty is
cheap money. I do not mean money with that a municipality D!l.8.y get a special
110 interest upon it, and I do not care how
grant for some large work, and yet
stringent or ~trict the law is made that be unable to provide the means to
would enable them to borrow the money. carry out the terms ()f the special
I would be the first to insist 0n this inte- grant. Under this proposal, however, an
rest being paid. We do not want the State amount could be obtained to enable such
to be made the milch cow, but we do want work to be done. There are certain
the local bodies to be furnished with as limitations to this motion which I do not
cheap money as it is possible to get, and I approve of. Why should it be confined
believe that the Government are in a posi- to shires only ~ Many boroughs, especially
tion to do that without injuring anybody, in the mountainous parts of the State,
.and with very great benefit to the local have great difficulties to contend with and
bodies.
difficult and expensive works to keep np.
Mr. McLEOD.-I have very great plea- rrhen it. is proposed to limit. this proposal
:sure in supporting the general principle of to constructing and repairing main roads.
this motion, which is, I think, founded on But there are bridges also which are often
;a sound principle .. There is no doubt the the most serious items that a municipality
municipalities have suffered most seriously has to contend with. I do not see why
in connexioll with the reduction of the this principle should not apply also to
,endowment, and they ate also labouring boroughs, and why instead <of being
under the difficulty that they are taxed to limited to main roads it should not be
>the utmost limit of their resources-or at "for constructing public works approved
Ileast many of them.
by the Governor in Council." In some
Mr. Sl\HTH.-And many are not.
municipalities main drainage is a most
Mr. McLEOD.-The great advantage I important point.
-see in connexion with this proposal is
Mr. BRowN.-Tbat is road making.
Mr. McLEOD.-There are in some
that there are many municipalities which
have works which are urgently wanted cases main channels necessary to collect
to be carried out, but they do not and carry off the drainage altogether
wish to incur the expense of a loan. apart from road making. It would be a
They do not want more than a small reasonable and fair thing to make this
amount, such as £700 or £800up to£l,OOO proposal apply to the construction of public
to carry out these urgent works, and this works approved by the Governor in
Council, because the Governor in Council
~ro}Dosal would enable them to obtain·a
'sufficient sum to carryon without going would have the power of saying whether
1:0 the expense of floating a loan. Mat'ly
the work was one which would legitimately
·of the m'.micipalities are heavily taxed come under the provisions of the proposed
with regard to I he traffic to the railways, Bill. In my own borough there are six
:and I would add to that statement those miles of main roads passing through, and
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two costly bridges. Under this proposal
as submitted. by the honorable member
this borough \vould not be entitled
to come under the provisions ~f the
resulting Bill at all.
I speak feelingly in regard to this matter, because
on the main roads in some of the shires
which I have t.he honour to represent, there
are costly bridges for "which special grrmts
are put on the Estimates, but the municipalities are not able to take up these
special grants because they cannot meet
the condition~, and. they cannot l'ecei ve
the Government money without t'aising a
loan. By this proposal the Government
might relieve them from having to raise
a loan, l111d this in itself would be a sort
of loan extending over a certain period.
would relieve the Treasurer of these
special grants, and would enable the
llecessary work to be done. I cannot
see the force of limiting the motion, because I thinkthelimitatioll would vorymuch
militate against its usefulness_ A borough
with which I am acquainted has for the
last 30 years imposed a 2s. municipal
rate on a high valuation on account of
the through traffic to the railway station.
A borough of that chtss is equally entitled
to consideration with a shire. I hold that
the municipalities are entitled to the most
favorable considerntion from the House.
It is constantly admitted by the present
Treasurer, as it has been by others, that
no money has been better spent than that
spent by the municipalities. Many of them
are engaged inopening up tho country, and
have a terribly tIp-hill task. The valuation
in many country districts has gone down
on most classes of property, except on
good farming land, anal a serious difficulty
is caused by the departure of popUlation
from the country districts, and the concentration of population in the towns, so that
the country municipalities find it hard to
keep going at all. In "View of the serious
il'eductioLl in all their SQlurces of revenue, I
think this is a mat.ter where the municipalities mf~y fairly appeal to the Government to accept this proposition. Honor-·
able members will remember that when the
endowment was reduced, the way in which
the municipalities were punished through
the withdrawal of the money caused the
Treasurer to meet them by passing a
Municipalit.ies' Advances Act, in which he
gave them a sum of money without interest
in ordor to relieve the pressl.lre. That
monoy i~ being repaid each year, and thore
is a provision in the Act that if the
Ses.~ion
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instalments are not paid in their proper
time the Treasurer stops it ()ut of the endowment. If there is a similar provision
in connexion with this matter it would be
a perfect.ly safe advance.
Mr. BROWN.-It is a gilt-edge security
Mr. McLEOD. - There would be no
difficulty in getting the money, and
it would relieve the Treasurer from
constant pressure for special grants which
the municipalities have not been able to
take up in many instanees, because they
have not had the money to put against
the Government money. This proposition wOLlld be a boon to the municipalities,
and I hope that the honorable member will
accept the extension which I have indicated.
Mr. BnowN.-Yes; I see no objection
at all to that. I will accept it.
The motion was accordingly amended
by substituting tho words" boroughs and "
for the ,,"ords "local bodies" before the'
word "shires," and by substituting the
words "for constructing public works"
in place of the wmds "for constructing
and repairing main roads."
Mr. SMITH.-"With a great deal that
the honorable member who moved and
the honorable member who seconded this
motion said, I agreo, and I can say at
once that I see no serious objection to
the carrying of this unless there is a departmental objection that we may yet
hear. But when the homn'able member
for Day lesford says that a number of these
shires have exhausted their borrowing
powers, and that they are rated a~ high as
they can be rated, I am forcibly reminded
that there are also a number of shires
which have not done either the one or the
other. With regard to the rating no ono
knows better than the honorable member
who has moved this resolution that there
are shires in this State "Whi~h are only paying a shilling rate, but which could afford,
and which ought to pay a very much
higher rate.
Mr. BENT.-And who get the subsidy.
Mr. SMITH.-And who, of course, get
the subsidy, of which I do nos desire to
say anything. I ha.ve hael, however, this
year, an opportnnity of hearing the
evidence of, I suppose, two score or more
men who have all, on oath, admitted
that they could afford to pay more than
a shilling rate, and that they ought to pay
more than a shilling rate. Including shiro
councillors themselves and two or three
presidents of shires, when they were asked
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- " "Thy do not you increase the rate?"
they said, "Oh, well, we do not care to do
that sort of thing. It is not a popular
thing to shut with, and as long as we can
rub along at all, we prefer to do so
at the Is. rate." In addition to that,
in a number of shires in this State the
valuations only take place once in two
years, and in some of the shires only once
in three years. rrhere, again, shire COUllcillors admit that it would be to the interests of these shires if they had the
valuations oftener; but, for their own
reasons, of course they do not, and these
valuations take plac~ eyery second or
third year. The yaluators themselves all
with one consent say-" Yes, this valuation ought to be done oftener; but it is
not for us to say so, because we may lose
our positions if we say anything of the
kind." There is, therefore, something
like a consensus of opinion amongst these
men who are chiefly concerned, and who
certainly know their business, and many
of whom are intelligent farmers and
settlers, that they ought to be paying
more; and it should be remembered that
this Is. rate is on a valuation which
is a great deal below the real
value. In a great many instances, wben
these owners of property have been
asked on oath-" ·Would you be prepared
to sell your property for the valuation ~ "
they have said-" No, certainly not," and
when asked-" W auld you be prepared to
sell it for an advance of 25 per cent. or
50 per cent. on the valuation~" they have
still answered " No."
M1'. BRowN.-I will sell you 100 properties at the valuation.
Mr. SMITH.-Of course, I quite understand that in the country, as in the town,
if a man values his property he would not
be prepared to take even 100 per cent.
more than the valuation; but where there
is so much opinion on the one side it does
show that there is a laxity on the part of
the powers that be in these shires in not
attending to their own interests better,
and in not getting more money from these
properties. The honorable member for
Brighton interjected just now that this
Is. rate in comparison with our metropolitan rate was a very low one indeed.
So it is. What are we paying here 7 The
mover and seconder of this motion know
perfectly well that in some places around
the city we are paying Is. tid. and Is. 9d.,
and in some places even 2s. and 2s. 6d.
Then we have the lovely Metropolitan
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Board rate, wbich is three or four times as.
much as we were told it would be when
we were passing the Bill, so that we are
surely rated a little more than we ought
to be compared with some of the country
municipalities.
Mr. BRowN.-But whaA; do :you get for
all this ? You get asphalting and other
cOllvenieuc'2s. YOIl must remember that
in sume of the cases if the municipalities
get into debt they will have to strike a
higher rate. We are not fl,skin~ a gift of
money. We simply want to arrange for
a loan, and we say we can provide for the
repayment of it.
Mr. SMI'l'H.-I am quite aware of that,
at1d I am not opposing the motion at this.
stage, but I feel it due to the House that
certain facts should be made known. It
is true that in a great many instances.
shires ought to place themselves in a better
position by rating themselves at a higher
rate. And they can do that without impoverishing themselves or making the rates.
exorbitant. I do not want to single out
OIle shire, but I could mention several
shires whose officers and valuers would
admit that those municipalities could
afford to levy higher rates.
Mr. BOWSER.-I think the motion
proposed by the honorable member for
Shepparton is a sufficient answer to the
contention of the honorable member for
Emerald Hill. If the n:l.cmey could have
been raised locally, the municipalities.
would not have resorted to the expedient
of raising loans or borrowing from the
State Government. The honorable member overlooks the fact that by improving
the roads in country districts you improve
the traffic and receipts of the railways and
the profits of the merchants in Melbourne,
alld that by restricting expenditure on the
roads, especially in those portions of the
Sta.te that are being opened up and. that
are almost destitute of roads, you also·
restrict, not only the development of the
lands of the country, but likewise the
resources of your railway system and the
profits of the merchants of Melbourne.
Mr. Sl\H'l'H.-I said nothing about the·
new districts.
Mr. BOWSER.-I thought the hOllor-able member's voice was a metropolitan
voice speaking against country iuterests.
Mr. SMITH.-Oh, no, nothing of the sort.
Mr. BOvVSER.-Perhaps I should not
have put it exactly in. those tenllS. At any
rate, it was a voice of protest against the
action of some of the municipalities, who,.
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the honorable member thinks, ought to
raise this money themselves. Now, those
municipalities have burdens of which the
honorable member is unaware. It should
not be forgotten that in 1875 the :mlDsiuy
given for the opening up of conntry districts was £310,000. Subsequently it
was reduced to £100,000 a year. During
the boom time it was raised to over
£400,000 a year. The amount now received is £100,000 a year, but, 011
examination, that £100,000 entirely disappears, because that amonnt, or rather
more than that amount, is raised from the
land tax, so that really, if you look at it
from that point of view, the State is
giving nothing to the municipalities which
the municipalitie~ do not themselves hand
over to the Treasury. But, apart altogether from that consiGleration, it will be
remembered that the municipal subsidy
was given in lieu of tolls. When tolls
were abolished the shire councils were
promised the subsidy in lieu thereof. It
is not now proposed to restGre those tolls.
I understand that the present Government
did intend to propose to restore the
tolls, but that they have since abandoned
the idea, and I think very properly
so. HowevE!r, the fact remains that the
resources of the municipalities have not
been restored to the receipts they o"btained
in former days, and the promise made when
the reduction of the municipal subsidy
,vas first effected-that it should not be a
permanent, but only a temporary reduction-has not been kept. These points
are worthy of consideration, apart altogether from the peculiar circumstances in
whioh we find the shires and boroughs of
Victoria at the present time. The shire
councils are left without the means
which they were led to expect from the
Government, at a, timQ when extra expendi ture is looing thrown on them in opening
up back country for the development of
the agricultural and pastoral resources of
the State. I hope that the motion, in its
amended form, will receive general support.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-I am perfectly in
accord with the underlying principle of
this motion, and, speaking as a metropolitan member, I have no objection
whatever to the general intention of the
mover and the supporters of the motion.
I think honorable members agree that
bOf(j)Ughs, as well as shires, should participate in this loan money, if they happen
to want any of it; but at this stage, it
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seems to me that we are entitled to know
what attitude the Government intend to
take towards this motion. Because this
proposal is a sort of Budget proposal. It
is a very important financial proposition,
which it seems to me should come, in the
strict constitutional way, from the Government. I do n0t think such a proposal should emanate from. a private
member. In my opinion, a general controlling message from the LieutenantGovernor, such as has to precede pr<Dposals
for expenditure, should also precede the
proposal for raising this proposed loan.
We do not know in what state the Treasurer
mav find the finances.
:Mr. BRowN.-'rhis motion will not affect
the ~rreasurer's finances at all.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-I do not know as to
that. The Treasurer is the best judge
of that question. It will certainly affect
wha.t loans the Treasurer proposes to raise
d nring this financial year. I think we are
entitled to know whether the Government
will take the responsibility of this proposal, if the motion is carried. If they will
not, it is idle for us to pass a declaratory
resolution which will never be carried into
effect. Of course this motion is all right
if the Government are disposed to favorably ccmsider the project and accept the
financial responsibility involved. It seems
to me, however, that the adoption of the
motion would mther weaken responsible
gQvernment. We ought to be informed
what attitude the Government intend to
assume towards this prOpOflal.
Mr. PEAcocK.-I am ready to ten the
House, but I do not want to block any
honorable member who desires to take
part in the debate.
Captain STAUGHTON.-I hope the
House will agree to this motion. We all
know that the majorit.y of the shire councils
at the present time are almost in a state of
bankruptcy. That is owing,.to a veryconsiderable extent, to the fact that the cuttillg
up of large estates throughout the eOIHltry
has necessitated the construction of new
roads and some provision for extra traffic
on old roads. Many roads pass throngh
State forests, and the shire councils deri\'c
no revenue whatever from the Go\'ornment property abutting on those roads,
althongh there is a considerablo call on
the municipal resources on account of tho
cost of maintaining the roads. I know one
road from BalIan through the State fflrC'st
to Blackwood which, if honorable melllbel'S wore to travel over it, would make
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them only t.oe, willing to agree to this
prop(1sal. Froul one end of that road to
the other a buggy travelling over it sinks
up to the axle. It is utterly impossible for
the shire councils to deal with such roads
I,vithout some assistance from the State.
Again, the adoption of this proposal
would get rid, to a very great extent, of
-.the unemployed difficulty, because there
will be plenty of employment if the money
us expended throughout the country by
the shire councils, who are competent
bodies tu deal with the unemployed. I
,sincerely hope that the Government ,yill
.allow this motion to pass, and assist the
:!:lhirc councils in the way- proposed.
Mr. McKENZIE. - I do not think
honorable members need to' be reminded
that some years ago the municipalities
'.l'eceived £440,000 or £450,000 per annum
from the State.
Mr. L.ANGDoN.-£410,000 a year.
Mr. McKENZIE.-No; the amount was
£440,000 or £450,000, but it was reduced
to £310,000, and afterwards canle down
to £100,000. -Those reductions were made
,one slice after another. The municipalities were informed that the reductions
I\vere owing to the stress of bad times,. confjequent on the depression, and that when
prosperity returned to the State, the
municipal subsidy would be restored to
its former position.
Since then our
.annual revenue has increased by
'£1,500,000, but our annual expenditure
has meanwhile been increased by
£'1,750,000, according to the Estimates
qmt before us this year, showing that,
.although our revenue has increased in a
most satisfactory maimer, our expenditure
hn.s also increased in a more rapid and a
. more unsatisfactory manner. N ow, the
people of the country districts have never
strongly pressed their· claim to have the
municipal subsidy restored to anything
like its former position. They have been
'Waiting until the Treasurer is in a
position to return to them some portion of
the money that has been taken away; but
that time has not arrived, and is never
likely to arrive, because the more the
revenue increases year by year, the
more pressing become the demands from
all sides upon the Treasurer. And those
who are the most urgent and the most
persistent in their demands are evidently
the ones who get the most out of the
honorable gentleman. The municipalities
have not been urgent, and consequently
th~)y are still left out in the cold.
They
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recognise that in the existing condition of
things it is quite impossible for them to
get any portion of their old subsidy
restored to them, and they therefore come
here and ask that the Government should,
at all events, mise a loan and enable
them to obtain money at the lowest possible
rate, namely, 3 per cent. for interest,
and 1 per cent. for a sinking fund. It may
be urged that that is not a safe margin
for the Government to operate upon, and
I am not prepared to contend that the
Government can raise money under those
conditions, and make absolutely certain of
not losing something. But I think that
if the Government do lose a little, the
municipalities are still justified in asking
the Government to run that risk, seeing
that the municipal councils will becolUe
respollsible for the repayment of the loan
money, and that all that the State can
lose is a small amount on the flotation of
the loan. That is the only amount that
can possibly be lost to the State. Under
these circumstances, I think the municipalit.ies are justified in asking the Government to assist them to this extent. The
arguments in favour of the motion were
very forcibly put by the honorable member for 'Vangaratta. .1 think he showed
very conclusively that this motion, if
given effect to, would benefit not only the
municipalities, but also the producers, and
the Sta.te generally, by opening up the
lands and developing the resources of
the country, thereby· increasing the
traffic on ou l' rail ways, and also
bringing grist to the mills of the
merchants and traders of Melbourne.
All roads lead to Rome, and all the money
expended in the country in the development of roads and railways is of direct
benefit to the people of the city. '1'here
is no doubt whatever that· all the money
there expended has a .beneficial effect on
trade in Melbourne, and I think, under
the circumstances, the Government might
,very well accept the resolution proposed
by the honorable member for Shepparton.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The honorable member for Shepparton, in moving this motion,
is, I know, actuated by the very best of
motives, and has in his mind the condition
of affairs prevailing in his own constituency. He and other honorable members have several times interviewed me
with regard to the position of their municipalities, and previous to roy occurying
the position of Treasurer I did not know
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how serious the difficulty was in connexion
with a large number of municipaliliies
concerning this important question.
Nothing would have· given me greater
pleasure than to have been able to announce in myfBudget statement that some
increase would be made in the municipal
subsidy. Honorable rnembers representing
country constituencies containing a large
amount of poor territory, and in some
oases a large amonnt of mountainous
country, have come to me several
times, and I have been made more
acquainted with the difficulties of the
municipalities in those districts during tho
period I have been Treasurer than during
all the time I was in the House previously.
I fully sympathize with those munioipalities whose affairs are in such a position
as has been indicated to-night. The only
fear in my mind is as to the dallger there
is 011 the part of the State in making
money too easily available. That is just
the (bnger there is in conllexion with the
matter, and I am trying to look a little
bit further ahead in order to sec whd the
effect will be, assuming that the proposal of the honorable member for Shepparton took practical shape, and that an
Act of Parliament was pas~ed to carry it
into effect. I know the set of cases which
he and other honorahle members are trying
to bring under notioe, but I know from
my experience as a Minister of the Crown
tllat a number of other muuicipalities will
try to make out that their circumstances
are exactly similar when they are not
similar.
Mr. B[ww~.-The want of similarity
will stop them.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I know it is desirable
to get an expression of opinion from this
branch of the Legislature npon the propos)).l sketched out by the honorable
member.
That prf}posal is expressly
confined by the honorable member to
shires. Now, the honorable member for
Daylcsft)rd suggested that it should be
The circumextended to boroughs.
I:Itances of the borongh of Daylesford,
however, are entirely different from those of
95 per cent. of the other boronghs in the
State. The majority of boroughs are not
similarly circnmstanced to Daylesford.
'J.1hey have had good subsidies in the past,
whereas numbers of the newer municipalities have had very little consideration
givelll to thcm.
These parts of the State
are now being opened up, and the subsidy
has been considerably decreased. Exactly
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the same thing has taken place in connexion with other grants.
Take, for
example, the vote in connexion with charitHonorable members·
able institutions.
kLlOW that there have been large building
grants in the past to these institutions, al:>
well as to mechanics' institutes and so OIl.
The older established institutions have
had a large amount of assistance in the
past, and are now able to struggle along.
Those that have been more recently
established have had no building grants
for yelol'S, and so it is with a number of
municipalities in the more newly settled
portions of the State. My fear is that if
the present proposal were to take practical
shape, and if a loan were floated on behalf
of the State, a large number of municipalities would claim that they were
elltitled to participate in it, in addition to
those '~hat are contemplated by the mover
of the resolution.
I feel mvself that
there are some portiOlls of onr territory that require such assistance, but
it must be safeguarded and hedged round
in such a manller ns to protect the Treasurer, and also to protect honorable members from being pressed to make requests·
on behalf of municipalities whose cases
were uot within the contemplation of P:~r
liament 'when the proposal was agreed to.
It must not be forgotten that if snch a
proposal did become law under any set of
circumstances there is a. danger too that
the mlll1il:ipnl authorities might be led to
apply for money behind tho backs of their
ratepayers, so that the propmml, as I saY1
would have to be absolutely safeguarded.
':J.lhen, hOllorable members cannot f:lhut
their eyes to the fact that a somewhat
similar proposal was made some time since
ill cOllllexion with the rabbit pest, and
the mllnicipal conncils then rushed the
rrreasurer for loans of money to erect wire
netting to such an extent that some of
them have landed themselves in dif11culties eyer since.
Mr. McKENzIE.-That is not an analo·
gous case. The municipalities simply
acted as agents between the borrower8:
and the State.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Still the municipalities are liable and are responsible to the
State.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I know they are, but
it is quite a different thing, because the'
munioipalities under this resolution ·would
be spending the money themselves, but
under the rabbit provisions they loatl it
out to other people.
u
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Mr. PEACOCK.-The Government borrowed the money and lent it to muuicipal
coullcils, and the councils are responsible
for its repayment to the State. The municipal councils are liable to have the money
stopped from the Government subsidy if
the repayments are not made, and that
has been done in some cases.
Surely
these councils will see, ill lending the
money to SOllle of the ratepayers, that
they protect the interests of the other
ratepayers. There is great risk likely to
be run by the State in. lending the money
without there being a reasonable prospect
of the money being repaid.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Will the honorable
gentleman excuse me for a moment ~ Let
me give a municipality in my own district
as a concrete instance. An agitation was
got up throughout the State on behalf of
the land-owners to get wire netting from
the Government at cost price on loan, and
it was arranged that the municipal councils should act as agents in the matter
betweeu the land-owners and the State.
That was done. Now, in one municipality
ill my own district, there was a man who
held some land utlder the 32nd section.
He enclosed this w·ith a wire-netting fen~e
and paid the instalments for a while,
then he found that the land did not pay
him, and he abandoned it, and threw it
up with the wire netting on it. The
Lands department could not get anyone
to take up the land, and the result was
that the municipal council had to pay for
the wire netting, although it got no
benefit whatever out it. In the case of
the loans now proposed, the municipality
would deal direct with the State. They
would borrow the money and expend it,
and of course they would be responsible
for its repayment. I do n()i think, therefore, that the two . cases are quite
analogous.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have not yet seen
that the cases are not analogous from the
point of view of the State. r:L'he municipal
authority will be responsible to the State
as before. In the case of wire netting,
loans were made by the municipal council
in some cases to certain ratepayers to
whom they ought llever to have been made
at all. The wholo body of ratepayers had
to suffer, lDecause the money had to be
repaid to the State. Some of the councils
have been placed in financial difficulties
on that account. I waut to show honorable members that there may be a danger
in proceeding too hastily without providing
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sufficient safeguards in the interests of
ratepayers in t.he municipalities themselves.
Mr. BRoWN.-We can do that in the

Bill.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is a ccfmmon saying
that the average lllanicipal councillor
al ways takes care that there is a good
footpath and a good Hght near his own
residence, and if this proposal wore carried
it might happen that certain municip!l.l
councillors will see that the roads and
bridges in their portion of the lllunicipality
are well attended to, while the ratepayers
as a whole would be responsible for the
repayffient of the money. However, I am
in sympathy with the honorable member
for Shepparton in the desire that he has,
and in the vicw that he takes with regard
to those municipalities which have pretty
well exhausted their borrowing powers
and have imposed high rates, and have a
very scattered population in a mOlU'ltainouf)
or newly settled district. rrhese are the
only cases I think that we should take into
consideration in connexion with this proposal, because if we went any further in
that direction we would be running into
danger. It is well known to honorable
members that we have a Bill on the
business· paper in conllexiou with the
municipal endowment and the ctlassification. of munieipalities. The second reading of that measure has not yet been
moved, and I have nc>t yet oirculated t.he
papers in 60nnexion with it. As I have
already told the honorable member for
Anglesey, reports have come in from the
officers who were deputed some time
since to go through the municipal classification generally. I have gone through
their report very carefully.
In fact,
instead of enjoying myself as other honorable members did I spent a pleasant Cup
afternoon yesterday in going through the
various phases of that question. I am
perfectly satisfied myself that whilst in
some cases inj ustice may be done on
account of information being based on
facts and on a condition of affairs that
prevailed some years ago, it would be idle
to submit that measure and the schedule
attached to it for the consideration of this
Chamber. It would be only wasting the
time cof Parliament, and it would not
enable us to overcome the difficulty.
Mr. OU'l.'TRIM.--It is a very poor report.
Mr. PEACOCK. - I have gone into
the matter very carefully myself, and
have worked out the figures. Honorable
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members will remember that the matter
'Was discussed some two or three years
'ago when Sir George 1'urner was Treasurer.
The position of certain muni·cipalities was then brought under notice,
and the Government promised to provide
a sum of £150,000, of which £50,000 was
to be spc~ially set aside for fourth, fifth,
'and sixth class shires. I t was then
pointed out by some honorable members
that there were soroe municipa,lities placed
in the third class which ought to be in
the fourth or fifth cla.ss, as the case might
be, and several hard cases were brought
under notice. On carefully looking into
the matter I find that the reclassification schedule, as prepared by
Mr. Davidson and Mr. Stuart Murray,
would not meet the cases in which there
'has been, during the last two or three
years, a,n immense increase of foreign traffic over the main roads, and that an injustice would therefore be done if the
schedule were adopted as it stands. The
·claims of those municipalities were pressed
on the notice of the then Treasurer (Sir
George Turner), and he promised that
-out of the first £50,000 a sum of £10,000
should be set aside, and should not be
spent until the Endowment and Classification Bill becomes law. That money is still
lying idle, and has not been allocated. I
interad to bring the whole matter under
the notice of my colleagues, and I am calling upon the Public V\Torks department
for a statement of eases in which assistance has been asked for to c~mstruct
!rnain roads in the more newly settled
portions of the State. In connexion
with the Bill dealing with the allocatiOl'l of the second moiety of £150,000
previously promised, I prc>pose to bring
under the notice of the House the question
of assisting some of these nlUnic:ip~tlities.
I would. ask hon0rable members, however,
not to press me further on the subject
just now, because I have not been able
to consult my c@lleagnes with l'eferellce to
it, nor have I gone into the matter as
thoroughly as I should wish. I recognise
that some of these cases are very hard,
but it would be full of danger to ma.ke
the proposal general in its application. I
am in hearty sympathy, and so is the Government, with those municipalities whose
borrowing powers are exhausted, and who
have not been able to participate in the
endowment to the extent enjoyed by
other municipali ties. But I am not in
sympathy with any attempt to give
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further help to the older established
municipalities who have had large grants
and subsidies in the past, because that
would be absolutely unfair to the more
newly settled portions of the State. I
propose to bring the whole matter under
notice when I bring down, for the consideration of honorable members, a Bill
for the allocation of the money on a new
basis. rrhat is all I am able to say. I
am giving the matter careful consideration.
Mr. R\VEN CAMERON (Portland).-I
rise to express dissent from the views of
other country members interested in the
shires. I altogether object to the principle of this proposal. I think it would
be no ad vantage to those shires which are
suffering from difficulties owing to their
natural circumstances. First of all, it
would not be an act of justice to those
shires to give them the ~pportunity of
getting a loan. As Inentioned by the
honorable member for Daylesford, some of
the shires nave heavy traffic owing to the
large areas of Crown lands and timber
forests in their vicinity, and it would not
be justice to. them to give them a loan
which they would have to repay, for they
would still have to suffer from the disadvantages they are suffering from now.
The land·owner would have to contribute
rates and make roads for people who do
not pay anything. The people who cut
up the roads would not contribute to the
repayment of the loan in any way. If
the amount were made available as a loan
there would be a wretched scramble for
it, and there would be a great deal of
feeling as to whether it had been apportioned justly, in exactly the same way
that there is a deal of feeling as to
whether the Government endowment is
The Government enfairly distributed.
dowment appears to be distributed on entirely wrong principles, and without regard
to the extent of the benefit the Government
are receiving in having roads made
through Crown lands. I have a return
which has been prepared by the Public
Works department, giving the classification of the different shires, and the
amount per mile expended on main roads,
and it shows glaring inconsistencies. Not
one of those who have spoken to-night has
expressed the hope that the Reclassification
Bill will provide not only for the reclassification of shires but for the reclassification of l'idings. The classification of the
shires should include the classifications of
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the ridings. That is. absolutely necessary
where there are large areas of Crown
lands in the shires. In some of the shires
there is a much larger area of Crown lands
than of private lands. There is a larger
mileage of roads through Crown lands ill
the Portland shire tlaan through private
lands, and there is 110 adequate snbsidy,
when the great area of poor country is
taken into consideration. In justice to
shires in that position a reclassification
of the ridings is absolutely necessary.
A statement has been made
that the Government could borrow
the money at 3~ per cent. Such
statements as those have the effect
of giving the outside public the impression
that in order to obtain cheap money it is
only necessary flDr the Government to float
a loall. As a matter of fact the Governmen t have never yet succeeded in floating
a loan at 3~ per cent. They have raised
loans at that rate, but haye never received
£ 100 net for them.
Mr. GILT~IES.- Yes.
Mr. EW·EN CAMERON (Portland).-I
have Hever heard of such a case. According
to a return obtained by the honorable
member for Sheppal'ton, we are paying
3'86 per cent. (1m the whole of our railway
loans, so that does not look as if we are
obtaining money at
per cent. I hope
when the new Reclassification Bill is
brvught forward it will provide for a
very much more equitable system than at
present obtains, and do a,yay with the
dissatisfaction, now universally felt, that
the Government endowment is not fairly
distributed. I hope that some principle
will be adopted to get rid of what I may
ca,ll politiaal influence, or the gelleral
scramble for the purpose of getting as
much as one can for a particular shire or
district, and save Members of Parliament
the indignity of having to t.out for the
amount received as an endowment for the
shires. A principle should be adopt.ed to
settle the matter, and effectually show
what each shire should receive, and so put
the finances in amorestable condition. This
would avoid running to the Govemment
for the::;e tMllounts, and the shires would
then know what they had to spend.
Mr. TAVERNER.-I trust that, after
the statement made by the Treasurer, the
honorable member in charge of the resolut.ion will see his way clear to at least
adjourn the debate. I should be sorry
to see the division take place to-night, in
the interests of the local bodies themsel ves.
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'Vith a.ll respect to my honorable friend,.
I submit that the local bodies of'
this State possess a very important organization known as the Muuicipal Association of Victoria, and that association
sh(!mld be asked to consider this matter.
I can certainly say, on behalf of the shires
in my own district, that they have not
expressed any desire to take advantag~ of
this resolution; and I really think that
'the majority of the local governing
bodies, leaving aside the 4th, 5th, and 6th
class shires, have been fairly treated by
this House, and would be inclined to
oppose the resolution as it now stands on
the business-paper.
Mr. A. HAHRlS.-Why 1
Mr. TAVERNER.-Because thif:l House
has 110 right to impose obligations on the
local bodies withOlJ.t the consent of the
taxpayers. Under the present law, the
ratepayers have the right to demand a
poll before the local body call borrow
money.
Mr. A, HAHRls.-Yes; the Local Government Act provides that.
Mr. 'rA VEHNER - Yes. I would like
to see the matter thoroughly thought over
by the loca,} body before this House takes
it into itf:l serious consideration. I think
that the offer ~ade by the Treasurer
tonight is a very fair one. I believe
there are a few special cases amongst the
Gippsland shires, and shires in other
parts of the State.
Mr. BROWN.-YQUr own northern shires
have no road-making material.
Mr. TAVERNER. - VVI;) have other
difficulties, such as in connexion with our
water supply, and we have been fairly
treated by the State. I think that the
Gippsland shires have also been well
treated with the existing provision, and
the promise of another three yearf:l. 'Ve
shall find that the Minister of Public
Works endeavours to do what is fair in
these special cases. I would urge the
honorable member not to force thif:l resolution in· its present shape npon this
House. I feel sure that the local bodies
as a whole are not favorable ttl it, and
before I give my vote upon it, I should
like to see some safeguards adopted to
protect the taxpayers of the shires. I will
not move the adjournment if any other
honorable member wishes to speak.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I am in sympathy
with the honorable member for Shepparton and Euroa, h1.1t I am alarmed
about the state of the finances. Only
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last Thursday we had a statement from
the honorable member on that subject.
Mr. BRO,,",N.-It has not the same
application.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-On that occasion the
honorable member told us that if we were
to increase the vote for the old-age
pensioners from 7s. to lOs., tho State
would be ruined.
Mr. McKENZIE.-There is a difference
between revenue and loan.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I know l:iomething
about mtmicipalloans, and I know many
go out and never come back.
Mr. McKE~ZIE.-I don't know that, if
you do.
Mr. rrOUTCHER.-Last Thursday the
honorable member for Shepparton and
Euroa ~aid'Ve had lost as a matter of Ea,ct the sum of
£3,300,000 of income. W'hen this was the case,
surely the time had come when the Estimates of
Expenditure presented should show a reduced
amount.
As a matter of fact; there waR an
increase of nearly £450,000 in the expenditure
during last year.
Honorable members, in
looking through their income and expenditure
sheets, would notice that the word "non-recurrent" very rarely occurred. That was not
the cu::,e, howe\'er, with this £430,000, because
every penny of it would be required again this
year. 'Ve were absolutely spending the money
at a rate which must inevitably recoil upon the
country, aud when it did, what was Parliament
going to do '! \\Tere they to have special taxation '! He wished to impress on the House that
the agr-ieulturalists and pastoralists were not
going to have a big income.

Mr. RlwwN.-Hear, hear.
making my case good.
Mr. TO"GTCHER.- The
member continued-

Yon

are

honora1ole

And, in view of our finances, would it not be
better that they should have the lesser amonnt
than that they should have nothing? He velltured to say that honorable members would
have to take the responsibility yery largely of
this vote.

Honcrablernell1bers have the resp(ilUsibility
in COHllexion with voting this £200,000
which it is proposed to give to the shire
councils, apparently without the consent
of the l'atepayers, for I do not see that
the ratepayers are to be consulted. ,,\Vhen
I see that the ratepayers may be saddled
with H,ll this responsibility, I must give
thought to my own responsibility in connexioll with the matter. It is proposed
that :£200,000 should be given to these
helpless f5hires, for whom the honorable
member declares very great sympathy,
but I:'l.m sorry that the honorable member did not ext·end some of that sympathy
to the old-age pensioners, when it was
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asked that they should obtain another
two shillings.
Mr. McKENzIE.-The honorable member
must recognise the difficulty between a
loan that is to be repaid by the shires and
a vote from the revenue for the pensioners.
Mr. 'rOUTCHER.-I have recognised it
to be my duty to help the helpless, but the
honorable member for Shepparton alarmed
me so much as to the condition of the
finances of the country that I must really
oppose his motion. I know that the honorable member is an authority on finance t
and that he is a commercial man whose
business extends throughout the length
and breadth of the Sta,te. The honorable
member can feel the pulse of the banks
and of the financial institutions, and when
he, with all his experience and kno\vledge,
tells us that to give 2s. a week more tothe
old-age per1sioners would ruin the ccmntry,
I do not see how honorable members can
be asked to support this proposal with
regard to the shires.
Mr. McKE~zlE.-The money is not going
to be given; it is a loan.
Mr. GH.OSK-The honorable Lllember
for Shepparton has adopted a very
effective method of impressing on the
Government the desirability of advancing
money to the munieipalitics at a low rate
of interest, and on vcry easy terms of repayment. ,,\Vhilc, however, the honorable
member has f:ju~gested the idea of the
Government lending m<pney to the municipalities at 3 per cent., he has not shown
us that it would be possible for the
Government to borrow mOtley ull 3 per
cent. and loan it out at thn.t rate.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It could not be done at
that low rate.
Mr. GROSE. -As a matter of fact, the·
Creswick couneil, which had a loan from
the Government at 4 per cent., asked for
a reduction of the rate of interest, and as
they were not able to secure it, they went
to the open market and borrowed the
money at 3~ per cent., or } per cent.
cheaper than the G~vernment could lend
it to them. So that unless the honorable
member for Shepparton. call show that the
Government can lend money to the
municipalities at 3 per cent. he had better
alter his proposition to 3~- per cent.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Do you mean that the
Government were not able to lend the
money at 3-~ per cent., or were not willing
to lend at that ratij 1
Mr. GROSE.-l'he mun1cipality was
able to borrow the money at -~ per cent.
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cheaper than they were getting it fro!ll
the Government. The Goverl!lment was
paying 4 per cent., and the municipal
council by going ttl) the open market
borrowed at 3! per cent. rrhe proposition
of the honorable member for Shepparton
is, I think, in the right direction, and he
is to be commended for the action he has
taken. The amendments which have been
made on the suggestion of the honorable
member for Daylesford are in the right
direction, too, namely, of allowing boroughs
to participate in these loan moneys, because in many instances boroughs require
money for the purpose of carrying out
public works, and the money could be used
to very great advantage. And even although the Government found it necessary
to make the terms of repayment a little more
severe than is proposed by the honorable
member in his motion, I think municipalities would be very glad to borrow
money even on more severe terms of repayment. At the same time, while the honorable member is seeking to impress the
Government in this way, I could not bu t
think that when the honorable member
was making his proposition he ought to
have been sittillg in the Treasurer's chair,
as it is certainly a very important financial
proposal. Probably some time later on in
this or some future Parliament the honorable member will filJd himself in that
position, and I trust that we shall be all
here to assist him in carrying it through
in the interests of the municipalities.
Mr. KEOGH.-I hope hon(!)rable members will support this proposal. A great
number of shire councils are in a very
bad way since the municipal subsidy has
been cut down. I really do not think that
the Governmenll had any right to cut
down that subsidy. Its reduction was to
my mind au act of repudiation. That
money was granted to the municipal
councils by an Act of Parliament, and on
the strength of that Act of Parliament
the municipalities borrowed money. They
became responsible for large amounts of
interest, and, after they had become 1'e-sponsible for large sums of money, the
Government of the day came in and took
awa.y a great portion of the subsidy that
had been granted to them by Parliament.
I think that under these circumstances
honorable members will see that it is right
that the Government should, as far as
they possibly can, step in and support the
proposal of· the honorable member for
Shepparton. The shire cuuncils certainly
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did get a special grant from the Government to the am@llt of £150,000, but that
£150,000 was divided over-three years,
so that it only amolluted after all to
£50, 000 a year. On the other hand, it
must be remembered that the Government had cut down the municipal subsidy
by £350,000, so that in. giving the couneils a special grant of £50,000 a year for
three years, the Governrnent have been
making a clear profit of £300,000 a year
out of the transaction.
The grant of
£50,000 is not a very large SUUl, and it
has to be laid out in specific works.'
Perhaps it is a g<Dod thing that that is
so, because the Government see that the
money is laid outwhereit isrnostrequired. I
do not know whether the honorable member
for Shepparton intends to embody a clause
in his Bill to the same effect with regard
to this money, but certainly I think it
would be a wise provision to insert in the
Bill, because money is sometimes squandered and laid out in places where it is
llot very much required, owing to the influence of councillors. A great many honorable members have been members of
shire conncils, and they know the influence that is brought to bear, and the logrolling that is employed to have money
sp,ont in places where it is not very much
wanted. In connexiQn with the special
grant of £50,000 per annnm, however, the
Government sends up an officer from the
Public Works department, who goes over
the roads in the differen t places from
which applicati0ns have been sent in for
money, and after making a thorough investigation he sends in his report. This
report is dealt with by the Minister of
Public Works. It is very seldom the
Minister can give all the money tbat is
asked for, but no doubt he uses his discret.iOll, and the money is laid out where
the work is most required. I think that
w(rmld be the better plan to adopt also in
connexion with the municipal subsidy.
It would be far better to have the money
spent in the very worst places, instead of
giving it to the councils to spend wherever
they like. In fact, I think it would btl of
advantage if the Minister of Public Works
would send a competent officer-an engineer-round the conntryonce a year to
inspect all the roads. He could be met
by the officers of the different shire couneils and shown the work that was required
to be done, and in conn ex ion with which
the council was asking for assistance from
the Government. On this officer's report
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the money would be spent where it was
most required, and not squandered, as
some of it has been in the past-I will
not say much of it, because the councils
havo as a rule spent their money wisely
.and j lldiciollsly. I do not think you could
get a more competent body of men, for,
as a rule, members of municipal councils
are most practical men.
Mr. A. A. BILLS ON (Bogon,q).-"'\Vhilst
I am in accord, to a certain extent,
with the motion proposed by the
honorable mem bel' for Shepparton,
.and I believe the honorable member
is animated by the very best intentions in attempting to make 20me provision for eertain shires, I do not think it
is desirable that we should indulge in any
further loan expenditure. In the speech
which I made on the Budgeb, I showed
that during the past ten years this State
has illdulged in borrowing to the extent
-of £1,000,000 a year, and I then stated
that I felt sure the time would arrive when
we would have to cease borrowing alto.gether. From the statement that was
made by the Treasurer, we gathered that
nearly the whole of the new works that
have been carried out in this State for
·several years past have been made out of
loan moneys, and therefore I felt sure
that we must reach the point when
we would have to cease bGrruwing, and
would consequently have no more new
works constructed. The honorable member for Ararat made the statement to-night
that municipalities were not in the habit
of recognising their obligations to the
State. I think that statement was absolutely incorrect, and I was very pleased
indeed to hear the honorable member for
Anglesey immediately interject, and tell
the honomble member for Ararat that he
knew nothing about the municipalities and
their loan obligations. We have already
had an instance given to-night by the
hon<ilrl\ble member for Creswick, who told
us that his municipality quite recently
was able to borrow money at ~ per cent.
less than it is pr4)posed that a municipality
should be a.ble to obtain money for under
this resolution. That being the case, I
fail to sec the necessity for the resolution
at; all. Another thing is this: I think
that not only this Government, but
past Governments, ha.ve shown a. very
-complete want of consideration for country interests in not making some provision for restoring some of the subsidy
which was taken away from country
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municipalities seven or eight years ago.
I thiuk the country members generally,
and the various country parties in this
House, have shown a great deal of se1£denial in not pressing on the Governmellt
on the present occasion the fact that at
least some portion of the subsiGly which
was taken away should be restored.
I
certainly do hope, however, that if the
anticipations of the honorable member
for Eaglehaw k are realized with regard to
the great bound which the revenue of this
Stato is going to take during the current
year, the Treasurer of the day will next
year see his way clear to restore at least
£50,000 or £100,000 of the subsidy of
which the municipalities were deprived.
I think the carryiHg of this resolution, as
submitted, would militate very largely
against the municipalities getting back
any portion of their subsidy, and it will
be very much "better, in my opinion,
if we can make out a case strong
enough to induce the Treasurer to place
on the Estimates next year a much larger
amount as subsidy. It will be better for
the municipalities to know they will receive so much extra subsid.y every year
than to grant them loans for the construction of roads. I think the honorable
member for Shepparton was animated by
the best intentions, but having heard the
statement of the Treasurer to-night, I
think the honorable member wi1l be acting
wisely if he withdraws his motion. I am
pleased to hear the Treasurer make the
statement that it is the intention of the
Government to lo~k very closely into the
allocation of the £150,000 voted by
Parliament.
Mr. PHENDERGAsT.-And examine the
valuations of the different shires.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON.-It may be done
with very great advantage. While I do
not object to the fourth, fifth, and sixth
class shires receiving special consideration,
I know that there are many poor shires,
though not in mountainous parts of the
State, that· should receive some special
oonsideration. I hope the Government will
be able to see their way clear to make
some special provisions for the very poor
shires. There is no doubt that mountainous shires suffer exceptional hardships, espe~ially during the very heavy
storms, and that they should receive
special consideration at the hands of the
State. But whilst giving them that special consideration, the State shotlld not
overlook the merits of other deserving
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shires. I think the honorable member
would do very \vell to accept the statement of the Treasurer and withdraw his
motion.
Mr. A. HARRIS said that he wished to
movo the adjournment of the debate if the
honorable member for Shepparton concurred. AI:; the honorable member did not
objec~ he bogged to m«>ve-Thn,t the debn,te be now adjomnecl.
Mr. BHO'VN observed that he put the
motion on the paper because it was absolutely necessary that something should be
done to assist the shires. They had been
waiting year after year for some G0yenlment to do soniething for them, but
nothing had beon done, and so far as tho
prospect of getting any increase to the
subsidy, it looked as if they would have to
\"ait till the Greek Kalends.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - Heal', hear.
Mr. BRO \VN said there was no dou bt
about the opinion of the honorable member for Melbourne North in this matter.
He thought that the attention of members
might be invited to the matter, and that
they would probably see some way of
briDging pressure to bear on the Government to help the f:lhires out of their difficulties. The Treasurer had been good
enough to f:lay that he intended to look
into the matter of the £150,000. r:rhat
matter was brought up at a deputation the
other day, and to the supl'ise of the
r:rreasurer, it was found that there was
some £20,000 which had not been
allocated. He was very pleased for the
help given him to-night, and he hoped
before the necessity arose for resuming
the debate that they would have the COllsideration promised in the Treasurer's
remarks.
The motion for the arljournment of tbe
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until "Wednesday, November 27.

know what was to be done with this long
deferred matter of cm1stitutional reform.
Mr. PEACOCK said he intended to
make an announcement next Tuesday.
A Cabinet meeting was held on Monday
night in connexion with the matter. His
work had got into arrears on account of
the Premiers' conference taking up three
days of his time.
It was nearly twelve
o'clock before the Cabinet rose last night.
Another Cabinet meeting would be held
next Monday night and he would be
able to make a definite announcement on
'Puesday. He desired to intimate that the
first btJsiness to-morrow would be the resumption of the debate on the second
reading of the Education Act 1890
AmeDdment Bill, and the State School
Teachers Bill.

CONSTITUTION CONVENTION
BILL.
Lt.-Col REAY asked the Premier if he
would intimate \\' hat the intention of the
Government was in re~ard to the
Constitution COllvelltion Bill? The honorable gentlen~an had promised that at
a suitable time, and not very far distant
from the date at which the subje!:!t
was mentioned before, he would announce
the intention of the G0vernment. There
were some honorable members who thought
it their duty to press the Government in
this matter, and he wished, therefore, to
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SUBURBAN RAIL'VAY FAHES.
Mr. BENT remarked that he had intended to ask a qnestion or two, but as it
was so late he \vould 1l0t detain honorable
members. He wished to intimate that
his constituency was goilJg to present the
Premier with a leather medal for the
great reduction made in the suburban
railway fares. As to the Premiers' conference, he would very shortly take up the
question whether the Federal Parliament
was going any longer to belittlo this
House. As he said a, few months ago, he
thought it would bo time for the members of this House to take that matter
into consideration. He observed th::tt the
Premier of the Commonwealth had intimated, very clearly, that the State Parliament must mind its OWll businesf:l. He
thought it would be the business of
honorable members to watch the Federal
Parliamen t.
'rhe House adjourned at twenty minutes.
to eleven o'clock.

:Phursd",y, NovembeT 7, 1901.
The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast foul' o'clock p.nl.
PARLIAMENTARY AND HANSARD
STAFFS.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST (in the absence
of Mr. KIRTON) movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showing the number of appointments, temporary and permanent, made on the State Parliamentaryand E-Ianl5ard staffs, during the last
twelve months, and the salaries paid.
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rrhe SPEAKER. - Has the honorable
member the permission of the honorable
member for Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton)
to move this motion ~
:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had.
rrhe motion was agreed to.
OFFICERS ENTITLED TO
PENSIONS.
Mr. PRENDERGAST m0vedThat there be laid before this Honse a return showing the names, ages, and salaries of
:all persons in the service who are entitled to
pensions, and who ,Lre above retiring age,
together with amount of pension each is entitled
to.

The motion was agreed to.
PUBLIC SERVICE ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Public Service Acts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
.a first ti me.
AUDrr ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Audit Acts.
The motion wa.s agreed to.
The Bill was then. brought in, and read a
first time.
EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
rrhe debate on Mr. Gurr's motion for
the second reading of this Bill (adjourned
from October 29) was resumed.
Mr. FINK. -1 do not intend to keep the
House for any great length on the second
reading of this Bill, but I do desire to con,gratulatethe Minister of Public Instruction
.and the Government on its introduction.
1 do not think there is any occasion during
my parliamentary life which has afforded
me so much unmixed satisfaction as
the introduction of this Bill, embodying as it does, though but a
short measure, some leading and important principles of reform which, if an endeavour is made to carry them out, will
place our State school system among the
most efficient of the primary national
systems extant, and in doing that, which
is itself a very great objer.t to be achieved,
will not only lay firmly the founclations
for !\, technical education system, which
should not be constructed upon an imperfect foundation, but will constitute the
most important part Qf a thoroughly
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efficient system of national instruction. It
is not necessary to deal with the Bill at
any great length. The Minister did not
do so, and I shall not tral:J.sgress against
the example which he laid down, or deal
in detail with the causes which have
made this Bill necessary. I should say,
as late President of the Technical Education Commission, before I proceed
speaking, that the members of that commission greatly appreciate the terms of
commendation and recognition in which the
Minister of Public Instruction referred to
tlwir labours. With the exception of myself,
as honorable members know, it was not a
parliarncntary commission, but it included
educationists and representative men
who gave-I am now speaking of the
members of that commission who were
not members of this House-two and a
half years of very hard and arduous
intricate service to the comnmllity, and, so
far as any reward is concemed, they haNe
not received any reward excepting the
public and handsome recognition which they
obtained in this Chamber last week; and
also that whieh constitutes, I suppose, the
most satisfactory reward any honorary
body of this sort could receive, and that is
the earnest attention which tkte Government of the day have given to their
labours, and the consicileration which the
Government have accorded to their recommendations. It will, therefore, not be
surprising that the Government has framed
a Bill largely based upon the recommendations of this commission, and where
it is not based upon them it is based upon
the suggestions of the best educationn,l
assistance tbat could be got in the Ed ncation department, and that is very very
great, because it must be said that there
is a large amount of progressive educational spirit and principle in the service
of the Education department .. It is greatly
to the credit of this measure, and to the
Minister of Public Instruction, that he has
collaborated with the progressive element,
and that some of the results of this are
already expressed in a very progressive
administration, and s()me in the measure
which we are discussing to-day. The
difficulties which have ~rown up in
our ed ueat ional system may be briefly
referred t~ in two or three sentences. The first, referring to children,
is that although we have had schools
provided for the whole of the children,
a very large number of them escapo the
schools.
rrhat is a most important
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element. Our educational system costs
£5 or £6 per head of the nominal attendance on the rolls. That cost is necessarily
very large, if one has regard to the necessity for establishing small schools in
country places. With that enormous
expense, it is sim}»ly monstrous that we
should continue t([) allow such a large
amount of educational power to be running
to waste as it is. I have ne>thitlg but
praise to gi ve to the clauses directed to
strengthen the compulsory attendance
provisicm, because there need be no fear
of unnecessary harshness occasioned by
their operation, the Minister having large
diseretionary powers to suspend them.
Mr. ME1'HvEN.-We have not the
schools t<.O hold the children if they were
all compelled to attend.
Mr. FINK.-Another important matter,
relating to the children themsel ves, is the
extension of the school age from thirtecn
to fourteen. Coupled with that is the admira11e provision that the merit or leaving
certi6cate oannot be given before thirteen years of age. Under the present
system, ·one of the great abuses
is the way in which little children, as low
as eight years of age, aecording to the
evidence of some of the most talented
inspectors, have obtained this certificate
as being educated up to the pitch at
which they may leave school. 'fhat only
had the effect of intensifying the evils of
cram. The point of absurdity is absolutely reached in an edueational syst~m
when a. mere infant is certified to as being
educated., and is allowed to go forth
with the State-school brand that its
faculties have 1>een developed at that
tender age, in order to fight the battle of
life. This has, no doubt, had its effeet
upon the children who have been turned
out as alleged infant prodigies. The whole
thing is very absurd, and such a position
in a national system of edu.cation can
only be characterize<l as grotesque. We
have evideace of this from one of the
senior inspectors, a gentleman of the
highest authority being found who absolutely defended this system, as can be
seen in the sworn and printed evidence.
I do not desire to dwell upon that, because it is one of the absurdities of our
excellent system which are now, I am
pleased to say, being relegated to the
past. I would remind honorable members, and I think the Minister said so
also, that when the Act was first introdlleed it was proposed to provide, as one
v
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of the elements of our system,
that the school age should be fifteen, but
public opinion was not ripe for that, and
the school age was fixed at thirteen. The
age now proposed is fourteen, and that
will not leave Victoria in any degree
ahead in comparison with the compulsory
provisions of the systems of other nations.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Was not the school
age reduced by Dr. Pearson ~
Mr. FINK.-Yes, the h(l)norable member is right, and possibly it was wisely
reduced, because we found, owing to the
curriculum, that'it was difficult in some
respects to thQroughly fill up the time of
the teacher under the school age. But
now, as I would attempt to briefly indicate, the whole course of primary instructioll throughout civilized communities
has risen, and is steadily rising. We may
say that the national purpose of a system
of education is now probably apprehended
in most countries more than it was some
time back. After all, we are not without an element (i)f public opinion in this
community which regards a. State school
system as adequately discharging its
functions if the three R's are taught-a sort of higher-grade charity system.
That, of course, was the attitude of
thought, even in England, until very
recently, but now we find that in America,.
and notably in England, the examples of
European countries-I should say of
France with regard to the primary system,
and of Germany with. regard to the spirit
in every department-is being followed~
and it is realized that instruction being a..
national matter, it can not be discharged, or said to be discharged, by the
State, unless the primary course is so extended as to give the elements of a sound
education to every girl and boy who.
attend the schools. And these elements
are not by any means to be circumscribed
by the three R's. That is recognised in
this Bill, as during the last two or three
years it has been recogniMd in the department itself; and thus we have, with the
extension of the school age, provisions aNd
powers to enable the department to wisely
fill up the extended time. 1'his accounts
for the references to manual and practical
training, which are being administered
now under the implied power of the department, but which, under 'this Bill, will
be legally authorized.
It will be legally
authorized as part of the primary system.
There can be no doubt that the primary
system has developed to this extent. Take
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England and Scotland for example, because
those are the countries which I presume
appeal to us most. The system there has
gone far beyond the ordinary State school
curriculum of a few years ago. Their
scieI~ce work is much wider, more practical, and more calculated to enlarge the
faculties of the children; and what is
known as the hand-and-eye work-for I
would desire to speak briefly of the
manual training work-is of such a character that, coupled with the science work,
and the more intelligent teaching of
English, arithmetic, and, above all, drawing, the primary school is not now a. mere
place where the miud is to be crammed
with facts, and the memory unduly
exercised, but a place where the pupil's
faculties of observation, and his facility
in the use of his hands and eyes, and his
deftness even in the use of tools, and the
understanding of the ordinary features of
life around, be it town or country, are to
be adequately developed. The manual
training development has proceeded here
in a way, I am Slue, which is thoroughly
satisfactory to the Minister of Education
and to honorable members. The Minister
referred to the training exhibition in the
Queensberry-street State school, where
teachers, after six months' course,
exhibited their work, and their facility
in evolving knowledge of drawing,
mensuration and mathemllttics under
the guidance of the English expert,
Mr. Hyatt, who was brought out to
Victoria to introduce this training. That
exhibition was little short of astonishing.
Although that exhibition is closed, still iii
is open to honorable members who desire
to see the course of training that is going
on. Numbers of men, tradesmen of my
own acquaintance, have stated that the
work is more gratifying, and we could not
have better judges of the operations of
this school. I venture to say that the
result of our State school teachers bE:ing
required to thoroughly demonst.rate this
class of work, will not overload the school
course, but wiiI greatly lighten it, and
tha.t the effect here of such an addition to
our school curriculufil will be that both
the hands and the eyes of the pupils will
be trained, and that the pupils will have
more accurate powers of observation, and
also that there will be a strong bent, if this
system be thoroughly maintained, away
from the merely clerical pursuits-the bent
towards which it is the curse of our present
educational system to intensify. That is
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an important forwar<il step which is being
taken by the department, and I imagine
that the addition of certain words in this
Bill are to give legislative authority for
the further extension of this course, so
that the training of teachers which, as
honorable members know, is proceeding
actively since the Training College was
opened, may proceed until t.he whole
teaching staff' is permeated with a
principles.
knowledge of the new
The soil is very fertile, because the great
body of the teachers are not only willing,
but enthusiastic and anxious to have this
information, and also to widen the course;
and it is not too much to say that if
the teachers have facilities to obtaip.
perfection in this branch of their art, the
school will be a place of greater interest,
delight, and utility to the youthful minds
than before. I think it right to say this,
because, two years ago, I felt it my duty
to criticise what I regarded as the reactionary spirit of the department, just as it
has been my duty now to appreciateand note the progressive tendencies of
the department. Having watched the
department in detail, I may say that I
eonsider that its face is now thoroughly
turned toward the light, and that there is.
a great body of enthusiastic educationalists amongst the teachers and the other·
<l>fficers. N ow that the da) s of retrench-·
ment and other impeding causes are at an
end, educational enthusiasm has become
intensified, and is turned in the right
direction.
Nothing now remains for
Parliament but generously to bestow
power in the proper direction, and the·
necessary financial support for this.
purpose, I am glad to hear the Minister·
will
not be unduly large ..
say,
So much for the manual training. I do
not want to refer now to the improvement
in science teaching, or to the revolution in
the drawing work that has been silently
accomplished.
Sir JOHN McIN'rYRE.-Let us hear
something about the financial aspect of
the question.
Mr. FINK.-I should be very glad to
deal with any suggestions that my honorable friend may generously make from
time to time. I say that I do not want to
deal with the improved work in science, but
it is necessary to refer to one very important matter.
Mr. McKENZIE.-When the honorable
member interjected, I think you were
going on to deal with science.

2504

Education Act

[ASSEMBL Y. ]

Mr. FINK.-I said I did not think it
nec'3ssary to deal with the improvements
in the teaching of science that are being
introduced. rrhey were severely criticised
some time ago by the leading inspeetor,
who poillted out new methods, and that
in order that this teaching should be
reformed it was thoroughly essential that
the teachers themselves should have an
opportunity of grasping scientific prineiples
to
the
extent
to which
those principles can be taught in
elenlentary schools, and that the teachers
should not be taught merely by means of
books. Now, it is quite obvious that in
order to dl) that we want the best form of
teaching for th e teachers themsel ves. I
think that if one watches the work done
under Mr. Tate, the principal of the
newly re-opened Training College, one will
realize that the difficulties and defects
under which the teachers have previously
laboured in this respect are commencing to
be done away with. Of course, in order
that object lessons in experimental science
sh(;mld be taught to the children in an
interesting way, it is essential that the
schools should be libemlly endowed, as
they are in many other countries, with
-cheap apparatus, and with the necessary articles that are to be used in the
lessons; and that the child should not be
taught this scientific work out of books,
but should be encouraged to handle the
various articles, and take part in experiments themselves. I am referring to the
mauual training and to science work, as I
shall refer also to the continuation work
which the Minister proposes, for the very
important reason that the great cause of
educational unrest two or three years ago,
\vhich led to the appointment of a Royal
commission, was the state of technical education in Victoria. It was recognised that
our State schools did not take the child up
to a point at which he could properly avail
himself of the facilities of the various
technical schools already in exi8ten~e,
whether the schools of mines in the country or the working men's colleges in the
towns, and therefore this manual training
and the extension of science work, as well
as the continuation or higher schools
which the Minister proposes wisely to
establish, will have two very important
consequences. One is that it will bridge
over that gulf whicb. exists at the present
time between primary and technical
schools, so that the technical school may
not, as at present, so often waste its time
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in doing work wit.h its junior pupils that
ought to have been done before they came
there.
That is Olle very important
matter, and without reforms of this
character you cannot possibly have a
s(mnd technical system, but we must alsg
recognise that it is very unlikely that the
whole of the State school children will go
any further in their school education than
the State school itself. Only a small percentage, in all probability, will go into
the technical schools, and it is rnost eSlllential, therefore, that they should not be
intellectual Helots, fitted only to become
hewers of wO(i)d and drawers of water, but
that they should be able to use their
eyes and hands, and have some acquaintance with the use of tools. It is also
necessary, in addition to that, that their
studies should be cognate to the work of
life that is before them; that is, tberfl should
not be a regimental system of education
under which the Minister here would be
able to follow the example of the celebrated Minister of Education in France,
who said, taking out his watch -" At
this moment every child attending school
in Fr;.tnce is doing the same sum or learning the same lesson." Our national
system of education should be more elastic,
and should respond freely to the req uirements of the country and to local needs.
'rhe defects of our present system in this
respect were strikingly pointed out by an
intelligent schoolmaster from Koroit, in
the westem district, who said that out of
200 senior pupils who left his school] 91
became farmers, and were the sons of
farmers; the other nine were distributed
in blmks, the railway service, and other
employmentt!!. This schoolmaster pointed
t')ut that the whole of the education given
to those 200 boys was based on the theory
that none of them were to be farmers,
but that they were all to be bank
clerks, railway servants, or something
Much is said about
of that kind.
agricultural educatiol1, hut the faculty
of appreciating the knowledge which
differentiates skilled
agriculture or
intense agriculture from ignorant traditiona'! methods can only be developed
among the very young. There can be no
doubt that at present the tendency of the
State school is not to dignify the importance of e1 ther farming or skilled
technical work in the minds of youth,
in comparison with merely clericnl work,
aud therefore manual training and the
other work of a similar kind which has
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been introduced into the schools, and
which is to be extended under this Bill,
may lead to the result not only of
.educatillg the faculties to further
economic and industrial efficiency, but
also to the reault of lessening the amount
.of purely unskilled labour, and of making
the youth of the country more skilled
whether in relation to town or country
.pursuits, because after all YOll do not
find that the permanent and casual un-employed are recruited nearly so largely,
.if permanently at all, from those who are
technically trained as engineers or un·
-derstand the basis of agricultural in·dustry, as from that class of persons who
have got the merest smattering of education, havillg leal'llt the barest elements at
,the very earliest age and having forgotten
them as rapidly as possible. Therefore
.this particular Bill may be recommended
.as calculated not merely to increase the
mental furniture of the child. but to
decrease the amount of idle, pu~poseless,
,and unskilled labour. I do not think
there is one honorable member who
thinks that the decrease of unskilled
labour, that the shrinkage in the army
-of the seekers after casual manual
employment, is anything but a "benefit.
It may be that this shrinkage
will
have
the
permanent
effect
of practically making the ordinary
manual labourer mnch more sought
after. So far as the national balance-sheet
is concerned the economic value of a
highly-trained man is very much greater
than that of an ordinary unskilled person.
N ow, there is another very important
matter to which I desire to refer, and that
is the continuation schoolf::l which the
'Government desires to establish. 'rhose
schools will supply a want very much
. .felt ill this country, as it has been in
·Great Britain. '1.'here can be no doubt
that there are many children who cannot
.afford to go to the more expensive grammar
.schools and colleges-the children of workingpeople chiefly, both in townand country,
whose faculties would respond most
·efficiently to any higher training; and
therefore we find that provision is made
for this continuation work, more or less
-of a compulsory character, in nearly every
.civilized country in Europe. rl'hat is
followed necessarily in England, and in
England there is a system which is
-chiefly pursued by means of night schools,
where the child can be kept at further
work of a higher character for two or three
Session 1901.-[167]
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years longer. In Scotland the system is
still more perfect, because there the continuation school is a day school. Not
only is the Scotch system more ad~
vanoed in that respect, but I commend
to the Minister the Scotch system on
accouut of the comprebensive curriculum
which it provides. It may be said that
this is trenching upon the province of
secondary education. I do not think this
House need be very much concerned at
that, because in Scotland, under the system
I have referred to, the course in the continuation schools is very practical. It
includes a higher class of teaching in
science and drawing, which is likely to be
of great adv(;l,ntage in mechanical pursuits.
The teaching of a modern language is also
included, and the course generally is such
as to raise the capacity of the wh(j)le of the
people who enter upon it. Now, ibis Bill
contains liberal provisions. They not only
provide for the raising of the school age.
They prohibit the certifying of a child's
proficiency in such a way as would enable
it to leave school at too early an age.
They extend the course of instruction iu
the most modern and effective way. I
have not referred to the extension of the
teaching in cookine; and domestic science,
which everybody thoroughly understamis,
but I have no hesitation in saying that
this Bill provides a scheme which, if efficiently car.ried out, will place the Victorian
system of primary education at a very
high. point, and will enable it to bear the
most favorable comparison with the
systems of other nations. I am, therefore, pleased that tho Miuister has introd~lCed a scheme of education which,
though a very com prehensi ve one,
deals in t.his Bill with the primary
system alone. The primary system is
more important than any other system.
The number of children educated in the
prima.ry schools, judging by the experience of every civilized country, must
always be eight or nine tirnes as many as
those educated in the technical schools;
and, no doubt, if we want to multiply the
number of those who go on to avenues of
higher education, the one way to do that
is to multiply the number of children
who, in the subordinate ranks of education, receive a first-class and sound
training. The modern principles of education are as unlike some of the old as
they well can be. They are severely
practical in their methods, and they build
not merely upon the cramming of the
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child's memory with so many facts and
the contents of so many books, but. upon
developing the faculties of observation
and strengthening the faculties of hand
and eye. There are other provisions in
the Bill which I have no doubt will be
discussed in detail in committee, and
which I scarcely desire to do more than
mention. I might refer to the provision
increasing the time for com pulsory attendance. There is one fault I have to find
with that proposal, and the Government
'will probably be glad if the Honse will
enable them to rectify it, and that is as to
the number of compulsory days of attendance. Under the present law a child must
attend, except in case of sickness or other
sufficient reason, 40 days in the quarter.
The Bill provides for an aggregate
attendance of 75 per cent. of the num bel'
of days. I suppose the Minister has
worked this lDut, but I only make it. to be
an increase of nine or teil days upon the
present requirement. Tha.t, of course, is
a welcome increase, but. it leaves it
possible for a child to be absent from
school without sickness or infirmity-Mr. GUHR.-That does not include
holidays; it means actua.l school days.
.Mr. FINK.-So much the worse. It
practically means that for every four
weeks that the school is open the child
may lawfully stay away one week. I
think tbat is too long. I know there are
difficulties here and there, but I think the
Bill itself provides the means of clearing
them. I do not think that under this
provision we can get a sound system of
national training-and we ought to have
a sonnd system of national training,
beQause we have spent enough money
npon it; £6 or £7 a year for each
child-and we do not grudge it if we get
good value for it. But if we provide
schools, and if we provide the teachers,
and pay them as well as we can,
th.e least we can expect is that the
children should Ct)l~H9· to schoo], unless they
are prevented by illness or other good
cause. In "Yestern Australia thev have no
limit at all. The child has to attend all
the time, unless there is some reason why
it should not. I would suggest t.hat
when we get into committee on the Bi1l,
the Government should consider the advisability of accepting some further
strengthening of this provision, because if
a child is away one week out of every four
it will not be a well-educated child, and
will prQbably get into idle habits which
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may cause mischief in the future. The·
Minister has power to exempt children from
attendance, aud of course, that power
must continue; but I would be willing to·
leave the question of a ehild staying away,.
exeept for illness, distance, or storm and
tempest, to the dit!cretioll of the authori··
ties, nnd to lay down the broad rule that
the child must attend school. This is not
so much a Bill for the education of children as for the education of parents, and
in every country in the world where they
have an educational system one great
difficnlty is the immense ignorant class in
the community who are not loyal to the·
t!y~telll of compulsory attendance.
They
\Tant their children to begin to work at
the age of twelve or thirteen. There is
no doubt that we do well to copy the laws.
of some other countries which will not
allow children to 'Work until they are·
fourteen years of age except in dire caset!
such as are provided for in this Bill.
National efficiency is not built up u pOll
the labour of very little children, and the
more communities become civilized the
longer they postpone the period at
which children bflgin to work, and the
ltlOre they increase the value of the work
doae by those children when they come
to the age of maturity. 1.'hat is a sound
principle to be considered ill connexion
with industrial legislation. There is no·
doubt that in this country we can get all
the producuion that is needed for the support of a prosperous and contented people
by fixing a very high age for the f:ichool
period, and a very high age for the minimum period at which a child can be put
to work in a factory, or any employment
of that sort. Therefore I not only commend the provisions of the Bill in that
respect, but I desire to have them extended, in the sense of cutting down the
time for which a child can be absent from
school for no reason at all. This Bill provides for much more effective administration in that direction, and is to be strongly
commended so far as it goes. I t provides
a means for registering children at the
nearest. State school, so that the parents
themselves shall be under an obligatio!l
to give information by which the State
can know whether they have children of
the sehool age or not. 1.'hese provisions
might be slightly improTed in committee,
but the principle is certainly excellent.
Mr. OUTTRB1.-Have you given consideration to clause 3, and the powers proposed to be given to the directod
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Mr_ FINK.--I have given great consideraiion to it., and I may say at once that
I strongly support the appointment of a
director. He will be very little more than
the Inspector-General is now-not more,
at any rate, than a real Inspector-General
would be, because the director is to be an
Inspector-General, not merely in name as
the Inspector-General is now, but he is to
be the educational head.
Mr. OUT'l'RIlII.-And a good deal more.
Mr. FINK.-I hope he will be a good
deal more than the educational head has
been in the past. The educational head
for the last ten years or so has been more
like the educational tail.
Mr. METHvEN.-Is that the Minister ~
Mr. FINK.-The honorable member for
Mary borough has referred to an important
principle which I had intended t.o leave
till the last. I was not referring to
any individua.l.
I was referring to
the unfortunate change of policy under
w hieh the Inspector- General was not the
permanent head of the department. That
change of policy is now being happily
reversed, and I not only snpport its
reversal, but I support the attachment to
this particular office of the not inordinate
powers provided for in the Bill. I will
give my reasons for that in a few minutes.
There is a further important series of provisions, and that is in relation to private
schools. It is not very revolutionary, but
it pmctically means, in relation to the
elementary filubj"ects in the State schools,
and which every child ought to know,
that private - schools shall either be
exempted by reason of compliance with
the requirements of the measure until
some such time as they desire to be inspected; or, if inspected, they are to be
certified as efficient. N OlV, that will be a
very sttlntary reform. We have heard a
good deal about the decayed gentlewoman
who sets up a dame's school. The Minister does not propose to deprive that
person, however unskilled, of the right to
teach enjoyed by her at the present time.
He simply desires that the children attending such schools, and the parents of
those children, shall have some evidence
that they are being taught efficiently.
I can imagine no wiser step than that. It
is cert:1inly a step in the right direction,
and I fancy there will be the greatest
possible haste amongst nine-tenths of the
people who conduct such schools to bring
them under the operation of the department, in order to have the benefit of the
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certificate or efficienoy, if they think they
can obtain it.
Mr. METHvEN.-They have got to do
that now.
Mr. FINK.-No; they have to send in
certain returns, but nothing very dreadful
happens if they do notsend in those returns.
The form has to be approved. The parent
has to report to the nearest State school
if he has got any children of school age,
and where they are being educated~ The
Minister can cause any private scmool
unless it has secured exemption by furnishing returns-and very few decent
schools will want to secure exemption on
that plea-to be inspected, not in the
whole curriculum of the school, but in the
range of the ordinary subjects of a State
school course, and, when that test is satisfactorily passed, the school is to be certified as efficient in that respect.
Mr. METHvEN.-'Vill one be allowed to
educate his own children under this
Act1
Mr. FINK.-Certainly, and I can
readily imagine that if the honorahle
member educated his own children in his
own style, it would be rapidly certified us
an -efficient system of instruction. It is a
very remarkable thing that, in the past,
private schools-that is, publio schools
other than State schools-have not heen
everything they ought to be in those
essential subjects in which the Minister
of Public Instruction desires the school
I have heard
ohildren to be taught.
employers of labour and merchants complain about the bad writing of boys from
the State schools, but when I think of the
artistic performances in penmanship of
men who were pupils at the great public
school that gave me my early education-Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).-Particularly the penmanship of lawyers.
Mr. FINK.-I am bound to acknowledge that the bad caligraphy of many a
lawyer prevents his written statements
being intelligible to anybody except himself.
Mr. GURR.-He thinks faster than he
can write.
Mr. FINK.-Of co~rse a Ia wycrrecognises
that he cannot write ~s well as his clerks,
and he shows his common sense by letting
his clerks do 1110St of the writing for him.
The essential subjects ill which private
schools are to be examined are reading,
writing, spelling, composition, and arithmetic. I am quite sure that if that had
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been the law when the honorable member
for Portland and I went to school, it
would have been very much better for our
constituents DOW; c~rtainly it would have
been very much better for mine. No
doubt those provisions of the Bill are the
beginning of still more important proposals, having for their object the registration of teachers htter on, and (I say this
advisedly) probably of some provision for
placing the whole teaching profession on a
sOllnd basis, and guaranteeing to the
public that the members of the profession
will be qualified to teach tho children
efficiently.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Po'ttland).-Don't
you think you can trust the people to see
that their children are properly ed.ucated 1
Mr. FINK.-I have a great regard for
the people, but I certainly would enforce
the compulsory clauses, and the truancy
clauses, and I would extend the principle
of truancy to very much higher altitudes
than at present.
Mr. MURRAY.-You would not interfere
with the street trades carried on by ohildren, such as selling newspapers, I
suppose 1
Mr. FINK.-I would, very largely.
Mr. MURRAY.-You will have the
mighty press down on you, then.
Mr. GURR.-There is a clause dealing
with those children.
Mr. FINK.-I have no doubt we can
deal very effectively with all these
matters. At all events, this Bill provides
that no child shall sell newspapers to the
detriment of his education. Children can
sell as many newspapers as they like, proyiding they go to school for four hours
each day.
Mr. GURR.-There is time for both
selling newspapers and attending schools.
Mr. FINK. - Yes.
Mr. MURRAY.-There should be no
objection to children selling newspapers
and other things in the day-time. You do
not object to their doing so at night. You
think it will complete their moral education to be on the streets at night, I suppose.
'
Mr. FINK.-I am just as anxious as
the honorable member in that respect.
I don't object to children. selling newspapers, providing there are proper restrictions as to the children's hours of labour,
and that precautions are taken to insure
their education. I should certainly have
no objection to a schoolboy improving his
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mind by reading a leading article on the
honorable member for Warrnambool.
Mr. MURRAY.-That would complete his
moral education, at any rate.
Mr. FINK.-However, these are more
matters for consideration in committee.
rrhe only other two points I desire to refer
to are the abolition of payment by results, and the appointment of the director
of education.
Mr. MURRAY.-vVhat about the minimum age? That is an important point
which you have overlooked. ",\V 0 are
relying on you for light and guidance.
Mr. FINK.-The fixing of a minimum
age for school attendance does not prevent
a cbild attending Sta.te school at a younger
age.
Mr. MURRAY.-Bllt do you think six
years is the proper age to fix ~
Mr. FINK.-Yes. I think it is the
proper age to compel a child to go to
school. A child can go to school at an
earlier age; and most people send their
children to school before they reach six
years of age. As to the question of infant
instruction, under the old curriculum of
fifteen years ago, before kindergarten methods were introduced here, the longer
you kapt a child out of school-until he
was six or seven years of age-the better,
no doubt, but under the present method of
infant instruction, which has been
elevated to a high branch of science, it is
altogether different. The Minister has
taken power to make the head teacher
of the kindergarten system an officer of
hjgh professional rank, because you want
the highest possible qualifications to train
the infant mind, and the position occupied
by that teacher should be second t9 none
in the larg8st school. But where you
have the kindergarten system, as you have
it in ever-widening application at the present time, the school is a place of interest
and pleasure for little children, a
place where they delight to go, and
which they regret to have to leave,
within limited hours, and it is a place
where they have the opportunity of getting
instmction which, while giving them great
pleasure, helps to develop their minds.
Of course it will take a long time to
introduce these educational facilities all
over the country, but not very very long, if
measures like this are passed by Parliament and carried out. The question of
payment by results has been well thrashed
out on the platform, in edueation circles,
and even in Parliament, by everybody
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interested in the subject, and therefore
there is no need for any further slaying of
the slain. I congratulate the Miuister on
the fact that it is his privilege to bring in
a Bill to give payment by results its death
blow. I am quite satisfied that the
abolition of that system and the fixing of
fair and just salaries for our State school
teachers will prove the greatest means tOf
educational reform that has yet been
adopted. The old theory was, that unless
a State school teacher was put in a straitjacket-that is, unless he was watched by
some educational inq uisitor-he would not
do his benign work of teaching the
children properly.
Of conrse, at the
beginning of every State school system of
education, when the Government has to
take the best teaehing material at its
hands, which in the old days here was not
very good, some mecha,nical syste~ of
measuring this brain work must be provided, but the less of it the better, and
and it is the test of a good system when,
by the employment of well-trained
teachers and intelligent sympathetic
inspection, the period of that mechanical
system can be ended at a very
early date.
rrhe system of payment by results has never existed in
England in the form in which we haye
it here, because in England it was a system of payment of the managers of the
school by results, and not a system
penalizing the individual teacher, who, as
a n~atter of fact, got a fixed salary. The
brightest men who have ever been employed in the service of the Education
department of Victoria, including Mr.
Brodribb and Mr. Topp-Mr. :MuRuAY.-Are you sareastic when
you speak of the brightest men who have
ever served in the Education department~
Mr. FINK.-N o. Although every State
school teacher in Victoria may not be a
genius a.nd an embodiment of all the
virtues, still I think that in our State
school teachers we have a body of men
who, speaking of them as a whole, are
sil1g1e-minded, and filled with the enthusiasm of a noble profession. Hundreds of
them make the greatest possible sacrifices
of their own time and m~mey to pursue
their studies and to familiarize themselves
with the best and most modern methods
of instructing children. They travel long
distances to confer on educational topics;
they spend large sums of their own earnings in obtaining apparatus and appliances for school purposes, and the more
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one knows and studies the work of the
teachers employed by the State, the
more one has reason to be proud of the
fruits of our ·national system of education.
Honorable members must not
judge of the great body of our State
school teachers by the annoyance or
the nuisance that is caused by occasional
complicated petitions or statements as to
classes, which nobody can understand. I
have had two and a half years of intense
study of this subject all over the country,
and nothing has impressed me more
fuYorably, and made me more proud of
one department of the Stat.e service, than
the honest and noble work done by men
and women who are employed as State
school teachers in town and country.
Therefore, we need not have any fear that
if we abolish the system of payment by
results-that cramped and obsolete system,
which presses like a nightmare on the
minds of those unfortunate teachers who
have to deal with a certain number of
dull children-we are going to suffer
from a lack of enthusiasm amongst the
teachers in our State schools. The abolition of the system of payment by results
and the fixing of State school teachers'
salaries involve an important change in
the attitude of the department, a change
which is nothing less than a revolution in
the methods of inspection and in the
character and bearing of the gentlemen
who are inspectors of our Sta.te schools.
Unfortunately, many of the inspectors of
State schools, under our old system, seemed
to regard themselyes as finn,ncial watchdogs of the Education department,although
they may have done so unconsciously,
because they were just as interested in the
education of the children of the State as
the teachers themselves. Unfortunately,
the inspectors had a false and arbitrary
standard of their work, and the very hest
and brightest men who have ever been
employed in the serviceof our Edncatiolldepartment were impressed unfavorably by it.
Therefore, it is no slight thing to abolish
payment by results, unless you absolutely
make up your minds that you arc going
to revolutionize and entirely alter the
attitude the inspectors are to bear towards
teachers in futu~e. If you compare some
of the instructions to inspectors of schools
issued by our Education department with
the instructions issued to inspectors of
schools by the English Education department., you will see the diff~rence betweell
darkness and light.
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Mr. EWEN CA:lIERON (Po?'tland). Perhaps in our case the instructions
emanated from the Treasury.
Mr. FINK.-No, I am alluding to a
time before financial considerations had any
great influence in the matter. Many ~f
our school inspectors, under the operation
of the old system, were turned into
machines of such a character that it was
the most unpleasant mOlllent in the
teacher's year when the inspector entered
the school, and his happiest moment when
the inspector took his departure. That need
not be the inspector's attitude towards
teachers any more. If you give to our
inspectors liberal instructions similar to
those given to the school inspectors under
the English Education departmentinstructions which breathe the spirit of
intelligence and sympathy throughoutif you wish each inspector to be a friendly
visitor who will be welcome at the State
school, and who will sympathetically help
the teacher in his arduous task-Mr. EWEN CAMERON.-vVhH.t, regardless
of cost 1
Mr. FINK.-It is not a question of cost.
Mr. EWEN CAMERoN.-Did you not say
the school inspectors' instructions were to
guard the interests of the Treasury 1
Mr. FINK--N 0, I could not imagine
there was anything so base issued from
any department as an instruction practically indicating that a teacher was to be
defrauded of a portion of the value of his
work.
Mr. EWEN CAl\IERON.-You said that the
inspectors were unconsciously guardians
of the 'rreasury.
Mr. FINK.-'What I meant to convey
",,'as that, under the system of payment by
results, an inspector, instead of being
regarded as a friend of the teacher who
desired to build up and improve the
methods of the school, was very often
regarded, and properly regarded, under
the system of examination by points, as a
financial detective, the results of whose
visits to the school might be to penalize
a hard-working and conscientious teacher
for the consequences of defects in the
mental ca.pacity, training, or development
of some of the school children, although
the causes of the failure of those
children in the
examination were
absolutely beyond his control. However,
I do not wish to repeat the trite
arguments against the system of payment
by results. But you want the broadest
system of inspection, and a much better
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system of truant inspection than you have
had in the past. A good inspector is a
very rare man. You want to get the
broadQst-minded men you can to act as
inspectors of State schools. The present
system of obtaining inspectors through the
Public Service Board is not a good one.
Under it you may go to half-a-dozen firstclass teachers and find that, owing to the
difficulties they have had ill obtaiuing their
positions, they are disinclined to leave
their schools and become inspectors, so
that you have then to go to a class of men
w hom you know will make inferior inspectors of State schools. That must really
be made a thing of the past, and if you
widen the scope of this Bill in order to
allow the Education department to get tho
best talent for the work of inspection you
will be doing the proper thing. As to the
clause providing for the appointment of
the Director of Education, which was referred to by the hon~rable member for
Maryhorough, practically all that thii:!
much-noticed provision amounts to is that
it makes the gentleman who was the Inspector-General and is in future to be the
Director of Education, the permanent head
of the Education department.
Mr. OU'l'TRm.-And morc than that.
Mr. FINK.-Instead of his being, as in
the past, a subordinate to the secretary of
the department.
Mr. OU'l.''l'RuI.-The Director ~f Education is not to be subordiLiate to anybody.
Mr. FINK.-In addition to that, the
Bill apparently gives to the Director
of Education certain fnrther powers
which even the Inspector-General and the
secretary of the Educat.ion department
at present ~o not possess, either jointly
or severally. I hope that is so. I want
the honorable member to understal~d that
I know of no educational system in the
world that can possibly progress unless its
educational authority is an educational
authorit.y in fact as well as ill name. You
must trust somebody. Are you to trust
the Public Service Board to choose your
State school inspectors, contemplating the
whole service, bnt with no intelligence in
their contemplation ~ I am no great
admirer of the results of the action of the
Public Serviee Board in relation to the
public l'Service at large. I think the board
has operated in a ca~t-ir\m manner.
:Mr. GURR.-The Public Service Board
do not understand the education business,
anyhow.
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Mr. FINK.-If there is a department
-to which such a system can not be applied
·in any way, without causing an arrest
· of all its functions, intellectual apathy,
· and torpor, it is the Education department. Who on earth is to be trusted in
this matter ~ The man whom the responsible Minister appoints at the head of
the department?
Responsibility must
rest somewhere. The issue, after all,
is a very simple one.
Either you
ought to give everybody in the Edu· cation department vested rights and
ten ure, so that they will move in a
mechanical way, by measured steps, at
appointed times, from one position to
another-that is the Pnblic Service Board
system-or an educational system with
intelloctual responsibility.
Mr. OU'l.uL'.RIlII.-Does cla,use 3 give the
Director of Education despotic power and
absolutely take from the Minister all
power of control ~
Mr. FINK.-No.
Mr. Ou'rTRm.-·How do you read subclause (6) ?
Mr. "MuRRAY.-The honorable member
regardf:! this as Fink's Bill, not as Gurr's
Bill.
Mr. F'rNK.-Clause 3 takes away from
the Minister no power whatever.
Mr. MURRAY.-A more important point
still-who do you think the Director of
Education is likely to be ~
Mr. GILLIES.-Oh, that is well known.
:Mr. FINK.-Well, I am glad it is. rrhe
honorable member for Maryborough has
raised a ftLir question, and I have no hesitation in saying that the whole of the
power of the Director of Education is to be
· exercised subject to the Minister and subject to the law.
Mr. OU'l'TlUlIL-Clause 3 docs not say 80.
Mr. FINK.-Oh :yes it does.
:Mr. GILLIES.-Of course, subject to the
Ia-w; certainly.
:Mr. FINK.-The measure is, perhaps,
more clear than my explanation of it.
Sub-clause (3) of clause 3 proviaes thato

Subject to the Minister the director shall
; have the responsibility of administering all
Acts in any way relating to education.

Surely the honorable member will see that,
to administ.er all Acts in any ,ray relating
to onucation, the director will have to carry
· out and exeeute the Acts, and that is to
carry out and execute the law.
Mr. GILLIES.-You do not suppose that
· any body thought the Director of EducaItiOll was to carry out what is not the law~
o
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Mr. FINK.-No.
Mr. OU'l.'l'IU1\I.-Will,voll please e:l>plain
sub-clause (6) for our in formation's
sake ~
Mr. FINK.-Suh-clause (6) provides
thatNotwithstanding anything contained in any
Act, the secretary and all inspectors, teachers,
and other otIicers shall, during the pleasure of
the director, exercise such powers and duties,
whether statutory or otherwise, ~~s may be
assigned to them in writing by the director,
and the director may, with the approval of the
Governor in Council, so assign to the secretary
or any other officer snch of the powers and
duties of a permanent head as he thinks fit, and
in snch event any of such powers and duties
exercised and performed by sueh secretary or
any other officer shall, for all purposes, have
the same force and effect as if performed by the
director.

'V ell , I take it that the meaning of that
provision is that there are certain duties
which the statute provides are to be exercised under the law, and that the Minister
is to direct their exercise by particular
officers. rrhere are oertain other duties
which are not expressed in the statu te,
which may be expressed in regulations or
ins~ructions, but they must be lawful.
Mr. GILLIES. - This includes the
Teachers Bill. They both run together.
Mr. FINK.-That is so, but I am now
dealing with the difference between
"statutory" and" otherwi::se." I ta,ke it
that" otherwise" means a duty which is
Dot embodied in a statute, which may be
embodied in a regulation, but which
although not embodied in a statute or
a regulation is none the less a duty. Both
the honorable members, as :M:inisters of
the Crown over and over again, know
better than I do that most of the government, iu so far as it consists of the
administration of the law, is carried on
apart from any written statute, Act, or
regulation.
Mr. GILLlES.-'Ve need not discuss that.
Mr. FINK.-1.'he point of the honorable member's question was that this subclause might be regarded as an authority
to do unlawful things.
Mr. OU1"rRDI.-No; I did not mean
that.
I think sub·clause (6) ~ives the
direct-or despotic powers.
Mr. ROBINsoN.-He may be shunted at
any time under sub-clause (4).
Mr. FINK.-I callnot see any of the
danger which the honorable member
refers to, and X am quite certain that the
interpretation of these words "statutory
or otherwise" is uot--
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Mr. GILLIES.-But this refers to the
Teachers Bill.
Mr. FINK.-The honorable member for
Toorak is quite right, it refers either to
the Teachers Bill, or the Teachers Act,
or the l'eguli1tions lawfully made under
existing Acts, or Acts that may be pa&sed.
As to the question of the inspector, my commission found it generally recognised by
all educationists that we were alone in
Victoria in having an educational system
with a clerical head at the top. The
educational system must be from time to
time infnsed with life. which can only
come frOlu the head, and be in constant
sympathy with the currents of educational
progress ever moving from time to time
in other countries. It was the fault of
the period of retrenchment, and therefore
of re~ction, that that was not the case in
Victoria. 'Ve also felt-and all other
systems corroborated this-that the
teachers themselves, the inspectors, the
professional educationists, are the persons who can be looked to to provide the
various suggestions ana stimuli for new
methods and improved processes. If you
have a clerical head, a brilliant administrator, who is not an educationist, at the
head of affairs-Mr. GILLIES.-But this one was an
educationist.
Mr. :B-'INK.-N0, the gentleman we referred to was not an educatioJ?ist. At present. the permanent head of the department is not one, and if he died, the next
permanent head under the law would be a
gentleman who is in the clerical department
-a high class accountant, who is fit to be
in any position wblere his profession wo:.:tld
qualify him, who has great organizing
powers, and of whom everybody who has
weighed his lah~urs would speak il~ the
highest degree-but he is not an educationist.
The result is that; all the
numerous voices for reform, all the
wonderful suggestions, and all the selfcontained suggestions which arise from
the Teachers' Conference, or from the
inspectol~, are reported to a head who, if
he is !lot a professional ed ucationist, is
an intelligence that is not in sympathy
with them, and docs not understand them,
and looks at them through the long lens;
and wherever you go, whether it is
America or Germany, or Great Britainwhether in Scotland or Ireland-you will
find that we stand alone in Australia, and
you will find no civilized country where
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the permanent head is not an educationist. In saying this we do not desire
to depreciate the present Secretary forEducation. The commission of which I
was president put on record their'
estimate of his capacity and qualifications, '
and he deserved it; but we do say that
you will have no educational reform
worth talking about, no educational
system that is progressive unless, from
the top to the bottom, it if:! inspired
by the educational ideal, and the educational methods.
Mr. GILIJIEs.-Hear, hear j that gooS',
without saying.
Mr. FINK.-Having done so, you cannot appoint a high-class il'lSpector and
make him inspector-general, and then·
hedge him round by automatic regnlations,.
for within whatever law you choose to pass
he must have the greatest measure of r~
sponsibility, and thero is no fear at all.'
that that responsibility will be unwisely
or improperly exercised.
Mr. OU1"I.'RIl\1.-It all depends.
Mr. ROBINSON.-You can remove him.
Mr. FINK.-Are we to be ever regarding
the State of Victoria as a place where. un-less men are to be tied up by Act of Parliament, they will administer even the
sacred principles of education by unworthy
methods? You have to choose-and the
House may as well consider it now, because
they nmst face the question--betweell a
system in which often preference may well
be given, although honorable members on
one side may not aU approve of it, and a.
system where every teacher and every
official ill the place moves up from class
to class, according to certain mechanical
grades and certain artificially calculated·
measurements, at an appointed time, and'
then you have a system which is not
worth anything.
Mr. GILLIEs.-That is not.the contention of anyone. It is quite an imaginary
picture.
Mr. FI~K.-The contention is that YOll
are not to have a director of very large,
powers.
Mr. GILLTEs.-We do not say that.
Mr. FINK.-If you do not have a·
director with very large powers, if you say
at once that JOu cannot trust a gentleman
who is at the top to exercise the powers.
that you impose on him by law-Mr. GILLJES.-Is he to be a little Lord
God Almighty ~ That is what we want to
know. It is no good humbugging.' It
will come to this at the end.
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Mr. FINK.-I do not think he has as
much power under this Bill as the Hail ways
Commissioner, or anything like it.
Mr. Om.'l'RIM.-Oh yes, more.
"Mr. GILLIES.-You know the Hailways
Commissioner by law dare not exercise the
whole of his authority, and he does not do
it any day.
Mr. FINK.-Then, if that be so, it
appears that whatever powers you give a
functiollary, according to the honorable
member for Toorak, you need never fear
their abuse.
Mr. GU.JLIES.--I cannot see that.
Mr. FINK.-I do not understand the
honorable member's contention if he docs
not mean that'. The honorable member
in his time has been a very fea-rless upholder of the principle of responsibility
properly exercised. It would be the first
time in his career, so far as I understand it-and I have watched it with
pleasure and would like to follow it
in very many ways-that he would
have done such a thing if he were
to attempt 011 a measure like this to
unduly limit and fetter a gentleman who
has to carry out duties which, more than
the duties of any other department of the
State, require the greatest and most unfettered responsibility.
Parliament is
here, and the Minister is above all.
The
very Bill itself says that the director's responsibility is to be exercised under the
Minister, and that practically means-and
if it does not mean that, then in committee we may alter the phraseology to
make it mean that-that wherever an act
is not set down as being necessarily to
take place in a certain way under the law,
wherever it is an act which involves the
exercise of any discretion, then, whatever
the directol' does, the Minister here is responsible in his place as though he did it
himself.
.
Mr. GILLIES.-Oh, no, that is where you
make a mistake. The Minister can remove him through the authority of Parliament, but he cannot dismiss him.
Mr. FINK.-'rhe honorable member is
not quite correct either as to the mode or
the consequeuces, because, as I pointed
out, the officer acts subject to the
Minister. The political responsibility is
. the Minister's, and the official rcsponsibility is the officer's himself, while subelause (4) saysSubject to the Public Service Acts the
director may at any time be removed by the
Governor in Council.
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Mr. GILLIES.-You were referring to
the Hail ways Commissioner. You did not
mention his name when I told yon he had
not that power.
Mr. FINK.-The honorable member is
quite right if he refers to the Railways
Commissioner. but I have been contend-·
ing that this 'officer has nothing like the
power or the immovability, or the positionor the responsibility of the Hail ways
Commissioner, because sub-clause (4)
follows up the third sub-clause by providing for his removal subject to the Public'
Service Acts.
Mr. GILLTEs.-'rhat IS III the Bill you
are now discussing, but not ill the
Teachers Bill.
Mr. FINK.-I am not disc ll ssing the
Teachers Bill. I say that the abolition of
payment by results must be accompanied
by two things-a liberal system of inspection and a liberal endowment of personal
power to the director, who must be
trusted to be worthy to exercise it,
and with that sentence I again say I
have very much pleasure in supporting
the second read ing of the Bill. I am
satisfied that it will place the primary
system of our country in a mm;t advanced.
condition. It will widely expand the
course of instruction, It will be a priceless boon to the 200,000 children who
ha ve got to attend, and attend no other
school; and, in addition to that, it will
afford a very sound and firm foundation
not only for the work of the technical
schools, 'but for the work of the higher
agencies of education.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I do not intend to·
speak long upon this matter; but I wish.
to call the attention of the Rouse espe-·
cially to clause 5, wh~ch proyides that any
proprietor or head master of a school may
apply to have his school certified to be au.
efficient school. Then the Minister may
cause that school to be inspected, or on his
own authority, without any inspection, he
may declare it efficient. Sub-clause (6),.
however, of the same clause exempts the present schools; but under this Bill it would
not be possible to open up any new private
school in future.
I think, therefore"
that clause 5 is the blot upon the
Bill, and I feel so very strongly upon
this matter that, for my part, I intend to
vote against the second reading of the Bill"
and unles8 clause 5 is struck ont I for one
will utterly oppose the whole Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
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The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1,
Mr. IRVINE asked what the Minister
proposed to do in regard to this Bill, and
the State Schl')01 Teachers Bill, of which
the second reading -had not yet been
taken 1 He thought that the disoussion
of the two Bills was intended to go
together, and he suggested that progress
be reported in order to enable honm'able
mern bers who desired to discuss the other
Bill, to deal with the two Bills together.
Mr. GUHR stated that there was no
objection to that course, if honorable
He begged to
members so cilesir~d.
moveThat progress be reported.

Mr. GILLIES remarked that some
important points were mixed up in both
Bills, such, for instance, as the question
turning on the direcior. He thought that
the Government would be very pleased if
the general feeling of the HOllse was that
there should be a real d.iscussion in committee on both of these Bills.
The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS BILL.
On the order of the day for resuming
the debate (adjourned from October 29)
on . MI'. Gurr's motion for the second
reading of this Bill,
Mr. GILLIES said he recognised that
this Bill would be the more troublesome
of the two, because there was a varieuy of
details to be dAalt with which personally
affected all the teachers that were classified. He thought it would 'be a great
ad\"'antage if they got throu~h the second
reading of both Bills, and if some night
were fixed by the Government for gping
on with one or other or both of them in
-committee. If this was arranged, honorable members would be prepared, and it
would save a g-reat deal of time, because
the principle of both Bills having been
aocepted they would be able to discuss
-questions of detail in committee.
Mr. GURR stated that the Government
would adopt the suggestion of the honor.able member.
The Bill would be formally taken into committee, and progress
would be r8ported, and then he would
make a statement as to the day on which
he would ask the House to proceed further. That would be definitely stated, so
that honorable members would be prepared. He was having, for the oommittee

Teache'l's Bill.

stage, the Bill prepa,red in another
f€>rm, in order to make everything
very clear, and showing tho sections
which were repealed, and all that.
That would be ready next.week, and would
save a great deal of explanation and also a
great cleal of time.
Mr. VALE observed that he took it for
granted that there would be the usual
latitude allowed in committee if this course
was followed.
Mr. McKENZIE.-More than the usual
latitude.
The debate was then resumed.
Mr. SADLER.-I am very glad of an
opportunity to discuss this very important
matter which is now brought before the
House. We have had a long and interesting speeeh from ihe honorable member for
Jolimont, who has been very liberal in hili
praises with regard to the whole scheme.
We had a long explanation from the
Minister, and we have had the opportunity
of seeing his explanation of the scheme in
Hansard, and I dare say that honorable
members have pretty well made up their
minds as to what the scheme in general
means. I think it is admitted on all sidel
that the Minister did not go into the
scheme in detail and make it so clear to
this House as he might have done, and I
do not intend to strike any eulogistic key
il1. l'egard to this matter in the same
manner as the honorable member for
Jolimont did. I inteud to go somewhat
more into details, and I am going
to be somewhat critical with regard to the
whole scheme. I intend to strike the
chief note, and that is "Cost." The chief
note of this particular year that we have
to deal with in Parliament is that of cost,
and the greater part of my spelilch will be
directed to the cost that this new scheme
will entail on the country. I have been
to a considerable amount ()f trouble to get
a good idea of the provisions that are in
the two Bills that have been placed before
us. It has taken a considerable amount
of time to unravel them, and to go baek to
different Acts of Parliament and endeavour
to find out what is likely to be the cost of
this scheme which has now been placed
before us .
~Ir. PEAcocK.-It is provided in the
Budget.
Mr. SADLER.-No; it is not provided
in the Bndget, and the Miuister himself,
when laying the scheme before the House,
did not make any attempt to tell us what
the cost of the whole thing might be.
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Mr. GURR.-£20,OOO to £22,000.
Mr. SADLER.-I shall be able to show
the Minister before I sit down that
jt will cost a great deal more than
that. He has not made even a reasonable attempt to show the House what
the scheme is going to cost, and it
is necessary that we should know the cost
in detail. The House might have expected the Minister to show that as
dearly and correctly as he could, so that
the House might f(i)rm a reasonable judgment as to whether it was wise to go on
'with such an immense scheme at the
present time, especially when we are in a
:state in which our finances are so uneer,tain. V{ e are now in a transition stage.
·Our revenue is to some extent cut off, and
we have been obliged to cut down the old,age pensions for a start. Thab is the
[position of the 'rreasurer, who has told us
that he is not going into any new expenditure. He is quite right in that, and I
firmly agree with him, and intend to
-support him in that right through. I am
Jlot in favour of .any new expenditure of
alily kind during the presellt year. I con·sider that we ought to find out where we
are before we go into new expenditure.
Mr. IRVINE.-What is the estimate of
this expenditure?
Mr. SADLER.-The Minister tells us
£20,000 for the first year.
Mr. GURR.-That is the estimate of the
officers of the department.
Mr. McKENZIE (to Mr. Sadler).-VVhat
lS your estiu:late ~
:\11'. SADLER.-I shall estimate it at a
great deal more, and shall go into detail;
a,nd I am going to give a somewhat clearer
view than the Minister gave about the
w hole scheme.
Mr. GURR.-I left details for committee.
Mr. SA.DLER.-The honorable gentleman may have done so, but I think it ,vas
,necessary that the House should have
had, at any rate, the details of the pro,bable cost.
Mr. IRVINE.-That is certainly not a
·committee quefStion.
Mr. SADLER.-I think it should have
been dealt with on the secot'ld reading,
.because the whole question as to whether
'we shall pass the second reading at all or
'not depends on it. We have passed the
·second reading of the first measure, but I
think that that does not exactly prevent
,us from saying a few words with regard to
-.it. I have prepared my speech on those
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lines, and I have been several days trying
to get details out of the different measures,
so that I ilOW think that I am not
altogether precluded from saying a few
words about the principal parts of the
first Bill.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-That can
only be done by leave.
Mr. IRvTNE.-I thought it was the
understandiug that the object of the two
Bills being treated ill the way they have
been was to enable honorable members to
deal with them relatively to one anotber.
I hope we will be allowed. a certain amount
of latitude.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-I do not
intend. to offer any objection, but I wish
to point out that it must not be taken
for granted that it can be done. It must
be understood that it is not according to
the standillg orders.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The Government had
some difficulty in dealing with this matter,
and that is why I asked my colleague, tho
Minister of Education, to deal with the
Bills jointly. They ought to have been
wrapped up iu one measure, but that was
found impossible. The honorable member
for'Grenville (Mr. Sadler) is an expert on
this question. The two measures al'lil
interwoven, and in dealing with the one
now under discussion, certain matters
bearing on the other measure must necessarily be referred to.
Mr. Gu,LIEs.--l'he question of the cost
of the soheme primarily depends upon
this Bill.
Mr. GURR.-That is right.
Mr. SADLER.-That was the way I
looked at i~. The two Bills cover a
scheme that we have to consider as a
whole. I am not going to say much
about the system of education generally;
that has been enlarged on greatly and
well by the honorable member for
Jolimont. It is admitted on all sides thai
we want a better system, and that our
present system is too rigid. \Ve want to
secure greater freedom for our teachers, so
that they may be able to use their best
efforts and bring out of the child the best
that is in him. That is speaking in a
general way. I wish now to deal with
one or two clauses in the Bill. There is
one referring to efficient schools, which is
a matter of great importance. rrhcre ara
a great many schools that are called
secondary, or private, schools, and the
Education department has had no power
over these in the past. It is now

2516

State School

[ASSEMBLY.]

proposed that the department shall take
some power over them, and I think that
step should be taken. Unless the department is given this power, it will never
have proper control over its own children,
because any child may go to any of these
private schools and may not get a good
education, whilst the State is offering a.
good education. rrhere is this further
difficulty in connexion with it, and that is
that the department camlOt properly
enforce the compulsory provisions of the
Ed ucation Act.
The child may be
attending some private school and
getting only a smattering of ed ucation,
but this is a compliance with the compulsory provisions. It is a good thing
that the department int.ends to take notice
of these private schools, and to take care
that they become efficient. There is a
very great flaw in what is now proposed in
this respect, because the Minister does not
intend to examine the whole of these
schools to see if they are efficient. It is
0111y the natural way of looking at the
thing to say thn.t the department should
not declare a school efficient untIl it has
examined it. That power is not taken
under the Bill. There are some schools
now in existence which are to be regarded
as efficient. I hope the Minister will take
a note of this point. I think he ought to
take the full power to examine all private
schools to see that they are efficient.
There is a clause which provides that certain schools are to be exempt from
examination. As far as I understand the
clause, tbe department may consider that
a certain school is doing good work at the
present time, and will exenJpt it whilst the
present master is in charge. I do not
think that there should be any such thing
as an exempt school, and I am strongly
of (j)pinion that every private school should
be exa.mined.
Mr. GURR.-We could not close up
existing schools; there are certain vested
in teres ts.
Mr. SADLER.-I now pass on to the
matter of the programme.
The programme that the teachers are now working nnder is very wide it will be admitted.
It takes in a very large number of subjects, ·and deals with these subjects jn a
searching manner. The teacher cannot
hope to properly cope with all the matter
in the programme, and give any time to
the new work to be intr()duced. The
crowded state of the programme is a
matter tbat must be faced, and the work
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must be cut down, though in such a
manllel' as not to destroy the programme.
The subjects may be altered so as to make
them more workable, and to give the'
teacher some time to devote to the new
work. The first Bill gives the Minister"
power to abolish payment by results. That
system has been blamed all along for
being the sole cause of so much hardness'
and rigidity in our system of education.
There is no doubt that is true. The'
system of paymellt by results is on the·
whole a bad one, but it may be said in its\
favour that it makes everybody work.
Under it, if any teacher does not do fairly
continuous work he will be found out, and
will soon have to straighten himself up.
What I find fault with ill connexioll with'
the proposed abolition of the system, is
that the Minister is not introducing into·
the Bill reasonable safeguards to protect the department. I bope the Minister will take a note of that particular'
point. I have looked through the Bill,
and I find that the only safeguard is
that if any particular teacher should be
found idling for two years, the ouly powerthe department has is to stop one of his
increments. Honorable members will seethat thai is not a very severe punishment.
The teacher can go along idling for twelvemonth!:!, and at the end of that time
there is no punishment, and he will get
his increment; he goes on for another
twelve months idling, but at the end of
tbat time his increment is stopped. Thll,t
is the only means that I can see that the
Minister proposes to apply to these cases.
I thil'lk the department should take
greater powers. As to the employment
register, honorable members will find
that in scbedule 3. I do not think itis a very good schedule, because it mnkes
no provision for outside men. A man
outside the service, 110 matter how good
he may be, has little or no chance of
ever getting into the service by means
of the 3rd schedule. If honorable
members will exam.ine the schedule at
their leisure, they will find that outside
men must go right down to the bottom'
of the schedule before they have any
challce of entering the service. The last
point I intend to refer to is that of'
promotion. The system at present working is one of chance, to which I am
utterly opposed. Under ",hat is usually
known amongst teachers as the 64th
section, the teacber goes tIp by chance
and not by merit.
I am entirely'
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.in fa,your of promotion by merit. There
ought not to be any such thing as promotion by chance. The merit alone of a man
,should be taken into consideration. If
.that conrse had been pursued all along,
we should not have had the great cry out
.amongst the teachers concerning the block
ill promotion. The argument that a
teacher may raise his 0wn school, and that
this will entitle him to promotion, is not a
very serious one. Suppose the average is
50, and a certain school averages 47, the
.teacher may, by extra exertion and by
giving prizes, raise that school to 52 or
53, but that will be about as much as he
·can do with bis best efforts, and he cl:'tnnot
keep it up to that standard always. He
may keep it going for twelve months, so
.as to get his rise, but then the school may
.go down again. The argument, although
it may have something in it, is a very
weak one, and is scarcely worth considering as against merit. I have now said all
.1 intend to say in a general way in regard
to the educational question, out with
the matter of cost I intend to go somewhat into detail. In the first place, very
large numbers of teachers will get rises
.in tbeir salaries if this Bill is passed. In
,the present transitional state of affairs it
is unwise to go into large new expenditure. 1Vhatever the increase to the
teachers may be it will be new
..expenditure for the same work, and can
.scarcely be defended, especially when we
.are not snre how our finances will stand
.at the end C)f the current financial year.
The Treasurer does not feel his footing,
and it is not wise for us to moye in this
.direction until the Treasurer knows where
be is. There is a clause in the Bill which
provides that all the sixth class teachers
:are to become fifth. There are a great
number of teachers in the sixth class, and
these teachers got a rise last session when
we passed a measure giving rises to particular members of the service. That
measure contailled a schedule giving a
rise to these teachers from £133 to £165,
which was the maximum then fized.
Under this Bill all these teachers become
fifth class, and the fifth class go to a
.maximum of £200. In two sessions of
Parliament, therefore, these teachers get
.a rise of £66 lOs. each. The seventh
and eighth class teachers go into the
.sixth class, and female teachers will get
salaries based on 100 per cent. results
wi th a £ 10 rise j male teachers will get
.salaries based on 100 per cent. results
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with a £10 rise, and the assistauts will
get a rise of £7 lOs. All teachers
have their maximum salaries C0111puted on 100 per cent. results, and in
nearly every ease they get a rise as well .
The sixth, fifth, fourth, and third classes
are to get rises, but not the second and
the first. The increases arc to be computed on their maximum salaries, on 100
per cent. results on the old salary, and on
the new salary with a rise on top of that.
The'average results this year, I find by a
report laid on the table ()f the House
about a fortnight ago, were 81, and last
year were 84. These salaries are computed on 100 per cent. results, and that
rise in the results gives a fa,irIy large sum
of money. I have borrowed the report
from one of the officers of the House, and
later on I shall be able to give, as nearly
as possible, the exact figures of the cost.
'rhe fourth olass will receive salaries based
on 100 per cent. 'results with a £3 rise j
the sixth class female teachers go into the
fifth class, and will get salaries based on
100 per cent. results, with a rise of £21
lOs., and the fifth class infant teachers
and assistants will get the same.
Mr. IRVINE.-Are these facts admitted
by the Minister 1
Mr. GURR.-I will answer them.
Mr. SADLER.-Besides the increases
by direct promotion, we will have other
increases by indirect promotion-that is,
by lo\. . ering the average of the schools .
It is necessary to have a certain number
of children for each class of the
classification.
For instance, say 75
children for fourth class.
I have
the two schedules here, and it is
possible to see the reduction' which will
be brought about by the proposed scheme.
A first-clas:3 school at present is a school
of 800 children on the average j under
the proposed scheme it is reduced to 710.
Therefore we sec that the reduction is 90,
and that means that a large number of
schools will be placed in the first class,
and as the teachers go with the school, it
necessarily follows that they will receive
increased salaries.
For second-class
schools the average is 500, which is to
be reduoed to 420-a reduction of 80.
That will put a number of schools iuto
the second class, and will result ina number
of promotions. The same thing will occur
in the other classes. At present, thirdclass schools are those with an attendance
of 200, but under this scheme the number
is reduced to 150. The fourth class is
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now 75, and is to be reduced to 50, and
the fifth class, which is at present 35, is
to be reduced to twenty. The sixth class is
any nnmber up to twenty. Taking a small
school of twenty children, the teacher will be
raised to a maximum of £200, and it will
take him but a few years to reach it, so
that his salary "'ill be £200 for a very
small school before long. I am taking the
worst case, for the average is twenty, going
up to 50; that is £10 per head per annum
for each child of the twenty-that is3s.10d.
per head per week. The pupil teachers
a,re to go into a pnpil teachers' school to
be ta,ught, but are not to do any teaching.
They are to remain there for t,vo years,
and to get their salaries, which will be a
new expenditure.
Mr. LANGDoN.- vVill these salaries be
sufficient to maintain these students ~
Mr. SADLER-They get £30 a year.
Mr. McLEoD.-Are you. including the
results in your calculations ~
Mr. SADLER.-Certainly.
On the
same subject, I observe that, after 1902,
pupil teacher students are to be placed in
a pupil teachers' college, and the
vacancies thus caused filled by assistants.
Now, if the work which the pnpil teachers
are doing at present is to be done by
assistants in the future, th0se assistants
would all be new assistants, and that
would mean further ne\.,. expenditure for
the whole of the salaries of those new
assistants who are to take the places of
the present pupil teachers. The Minister
also said in his speech-it does not appear
in the Bill, but I suppose as it was included
in the Minister's statement it is the intention of the department-that the
classes are going to be smaller than
they are at present.
Now, if the
classes are to be smaller, honorable members will easily see that there
will be more teachers required in each
school on that account, and' whatever
increase of teachers there may be through
the operation of this action-which· I
think is a departmental action-will cause
certain new expenditure in that line also.
Mr. GURR.-Hear, hear; that is right.
Mr. SADLER.-Then I turn to the
question of sewing mistresses. I think
that is dealt with in one of the schedules
to the Bill. At present sewing mistresses
who are working half time are getting
£20 per annum, and under this Bill there
is to be 11 rise to £30. The other sewing
mistresses who work full time are to get
an increase from .£20 up to £48. "1 now
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leave the matter of salaries and come to
some of the new school WOl'k which the
Minister said he is going to introduce.
One of the main points the Minister m.ade
use of in his speech was the fact that the
department is going to introduce c4lntinuation schools. 1'his will be a new idea
altogether from anythilJg we have yet had
in cOllnexion with the Education depart.
ment. If the department intends to go
into this system iu anything like an
extensive manner, it will mean a "ery
large expenditure, as everyone Clan see. It
will mean new schools altogether, and
therefore a whole new staff of teachers.
Mr. GURR.-It will only be gradually
done.
Mr. SADLER.-No doubt we cannot
rush at these things all at once; but if it is.
going to be done in anything like an
extensive way, the system will be very
expensive when it comes into full operation.
Mr. FINK.-In the first instance they
nre to be attached to the existing schools.
Mr. SADLER.-That may be so.
Mr. GURR.-That will be so.
Mr. SADLER.-The criticism I am receiving from outside with regard to the
continuation school system is that those
who are already conducting secondary
schools are afraid that this system will
come into serious opposition with them,
will tend to take away their pupils, and
thus destroy their occupation, and will
throw them out of their means of getting
a living. They say it will also destroy
their capital, and destroy the good will
which thev have macle in connexion with
their sohools at the present time. I think
that aspect of the question ought to be
looked into. Let.ters have appeared in
the newspapers to the same effect. I
have had several letters myself from different parties, and the same 110te has been
struck in the press. I have made a calculation that we must, at the beginning,
intrcduce about a score of these
schools. The Minister then spoke of
special schools that are going to be
introduced.
He said it was proposed
to introduce a few special schools, but
we have no idea from the Bill how
many. He spoke of schools in which particular subjects would be specialized. Some
would go in for cOlllrnercial teaching, and
some for teaching in connexion with the
higher trades, and he also mentioned
some other subjects which were to be
taught iu these schools. Now, this is a
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new idea altogether, and if there are many
of such schools it will mean a considerable
amount of new expenditure.
.
Mr. GURR.-The staffs can he arranged
so that it will not cost any more.
Mr. SADLER.-If you have to staff a
school with teachers for one particular
subject, you must require new teachers,
and that must mean new expenditure.
The subject of domestic economy, which
is at present costing a considerable sum,
is to be largely extended.
Mr. GUIm.-It will be self-supporting
when it gets beyond a eertain stage. It
will not cost the State any more money.
Mr. SADLER.-I think if we had the
report which was laid on the table of the
House about a fortnight ago, we should
see that it is not self-supporting at present,
but that it costs the State several thousaml ponnds per anBum.
Mr. GURR.-That is not new expenditure under this Bill.
Mr. SADLER.-It will mean new expenditure if the system is extended. If
we introduce new classes at a further cost,
that will certainly Necessitate new expen·
diture. The Minister also said it was
intended to have schools for feebleminded children, but he did not say how
many.
Mr GURR.-About one small school
with one teacher.
Mr. SADLER.-I do not think from
my experience as a teacher that it will
need many schools for feeble-minded
children in this State. Judging from my
own experience,
the
feeble-minded
children attending school in Victoria are
very few indeed, and therefore I have not
made much of a calculation of the cost of
that item. The Minister, however, seemed
to have something large in his mind as
the subject loomed pretty large in his
speech. Then the Minister referred to
the subject of kindergarten ·teaching. I
presume from the way in which he dealt
with the question that he intends to
introduce the system fairly widely as
soon as possible. Now, if we are going
to introduce the system of kindergarten
teaching all over Victoria, it is going to
cost a very large sum indeed in material,
besides what it will cost for special teachers
to teach the subject. 'We have not had a
very great deal of experience in Victoria
yet of dealing with the subject of
kindergarteu teaching, but when we have,
we shall learn that a large quantity of
material is necessary for each schlOol, and
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a lot of that material is costly, and will
run the department into a "Vel'Y large sum
if they are going to provide it.
Mr. GURR.-· The parents will provide
it.
Mr. SADLER. - Of courser if the
parents provide the material it will clear
the department of expense in this item.
But the Minister did not state in his
speech that he was going to force the
parents to supply the material for
kindergarten tea~hing. 'fhen the Minister
went on to say that he is going in for a
model sohool in Melbourue. That is a
new idea.
Mr. GURR.-That will mean no extra expense at all.
Mr. SADLER.-I certainly think it
will. He is going to have a large school,
with the best teachers in it. Now,
if he gets the best teachers he is going to
have men at the maximum all over
the school, and therefore this school
will be more costly on that account than
any other school in the State.
Mr. GURR.-~ehey will not neoessarily
receive the maximum.
Mr. SADLER.-If they are going to be
good teachers and men of experience they
are almost certain to be at a maximum of
their class.
Mr. GURR.-There are plenty of good
teachers who are very efficient, but who.
are not at the maximum.
Mr. SADLER.-But you are not going'
to have good teachers here; you are going
to have the best.
Mr. GURR.-Some of the best may not
be· at the maximum.
Mr. SADLEB..-You will find, if they
are men of experience, that they are at a
maximum. Besides that, w hen you set up
a model school, you will have to provide
the teachers wit.h the best material of
every kind in that sohool, and that win be
new cost for that school.
Mr. FINK.-The model school is only an
existent school.
Mr. GURR.-It will be no extra expense
to the State.
~
Mr. SADLER-I am only showing
that all the teachers must be good
teachers, and that they will get the
highest salary, and that that will make
the school more expensive. Material will
also be required in large guantiti·es.
And here is where we shall have the
greatest expense in that school. The
Minister told us that the school was to be
for the use of other teachors to look at,
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and to walk round, and to see the school
working. 'rhe Minister said in reference
to this schoolAny teflcher can go to that school when he

gets a hit rusty and see how the work is carried
on. Country teachers who get a bit rusty or a
bit down· hearted may come down to Melbourne
for two or three weeks and attend that model
school.

Mr. GURR.--That is not under the new
Bill.
~Ir. SADLER.-I am only taking the
honorable gentleman's own words. The
~linistcr said that teachers may come
·down to look at the school.
Those
teachers will be on full salary, and will
not be doing any work, and that will mean
an expense the same as an extra expenditure for the model school.
:Mr. FINK.-How much do you put that
.down as?
Mr. l{,oBINSoN.-They would all come
{lown about this time to see the model
.school.
::Mr. SADLER.-There is the subject of
manual training, which is already intro·duced, and which has cost a good many
thousands. I could not find out the cost
of that in the report, but we know that the
man who was brought from England gets
£450. I think he now gets £500, but he
was brought out at £450. For six months
there were twenty teachers on full f:\alaries
learning the work, so we can see that
there has already been a considerable loss
,on that subject.
rrhen we are going on
with cardboard modelling and brush
drawing, which was started in North
Melbourne.
The department will find
that that is an exceedingly expensive silbject. 1 had experience in working it for
;a couple of years, and I know that the
amount of material required will be very
·extensive and fairly costly as well.
You
must have the best cardboard, which
-costs 2d. a sheet, and a piece of cardboard
as a rule will make only one object. Each
pupil wants a pair of scissors, a knife,
brass or steel rule, glue, bookbinders'
cloth, and paper.
For brush drawing
brushes and paints are required, and if
the State supplies these the cost will be
found to run into a pretty fine sum.
Under this system the Training College
will be magnified into a large institution,
;and you will have to add the cost of the
.salaries of the teachers going through it.
There will, therefore, be a considerable
amount of new expenditure from
the Training College. By the kindness of one of the officers, I have
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obtained some facts from the report
which was laid on the table. The amount
of expenditure last year was £701,618.
The cost of instruction per child ill 1896
was £3 7s. 9d. Last year it ran up to
£3 13s. 10~d., so honorable members will
see the amount has been going up pretty
sharply during the last five years. The percentage the year before last was 84'07 ; last
year it was 81·7. The increase in expenditure, comparing 1901 with 1896-7, has
been £124,173. In five years, therefore, the
cost has gone up £124,000. The results,
which ar~ not shown in that report-I do
not know why-seem to be mixed up with
the salaries. I have had considerable
trouble in -getting them out from the
salaries, but I think that the figures I
have taken are fairly correct. I make the
results last year £146,804. The proposed
increase, at the present rate of the salaries,
taking the maximum proposed in the Bill,
and comparing it with what the teaGlhers
got last year, would be £28,000. That is
(!)n the results alone.
Mr. ROBINSON. - What do you figure
out the whole cost of this Bill 1
Mr. SADLER.-I am going to do that
now. I am going to give every item, so
that the Minister may take them down,
and show how much lover-estimate the
amounts, furnished as he will be with
better information than I ean obtain. For
the kindergarten material, if he is going
to supply the whole of the kindergarten
material for the whole of the State-he
did not tell us about that when speaking
to the Bill-the cost will be £50,000 at
once, for there are 2,000 schools, and the
C6)st to each school \vill be £25.
Mr. GURR.-It will not be required for
each school.
Mr. SADLER.-The Minister did not
give us particulars about that, but he led
us to believe that he is going to introduce
the kindergarten widely.
You cannot
start it on a wide scale, on the proper
English scheme, under £50,000.
Mr. GURR.-Then we won't start it at
alL
Mr. SADLER.-I want honorable members to understand that that cannot be
started on :it small sum. The model
school I estimate at £1,000. I think we
shall hardly be able to work the model
school at less than that, taking into eonsideration the amount of salaries of the
men who go to see the work.
With
regard to manual training it is estimated
that there will be 50 teachers. At preRent
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lthere are twenty. If your system is going
;to be extended 50 will be wanted.
Mr. FINK.-·-rrhey will be ordinary
teachers doing the rest of their work.
Mr. SADLER.-No, no. They will be
-doing manual work only.
Mr. FrNK.-But they will come out of
;the inside staff.
Mr. GUlm.-They are going to do "kloth.
Mr. MUllRAy·-The House wants to
hear a practical man; we have had enough
,of theorists.
Mr. SADLER-I do not think: it is intended to do both classes of work. I think
if we are going into that system we shall
·be forced to have 50 teachers for manual
training. The salaries will come to £10,000
.at £:300 per man. The material I estimate as follows:-There will be £2,000
for tools, and I do not think that is very
high; I fancy they had £800 worth to
begin with. For cardboard and mcdelling,
if the department is going to buy that, I
-estimate that the material will eost at
least £5,000, which is not a large estimate.
The Training College is goingtocost £5,000
.extra when all the teachers are going
through it. When honorable members
·consider that there will have to be special
teachers, and that the pupils will be given
their board, I do not think that £5,000
:is a very large estimate for that item. For
-continuation schools, I have estimated
twenty sohools when the system gets into
'full operation. I t will not need to be a
1arge school to absorb £500 in salaries,
-providing for three persons. "Vith twenty
:schools for the whole State, that would
-come to about £10,000.
Mr. ROBINSON.-"Vill not that take five
·or seven years to come into operation?
. Mr. SADLER-It will be seven years
before we get to the height of the cost
under the Bill. Then we have special
~s('hools for special subjects.
Supposing
we have five schools, with special teachers.
A school can hardly be run under £1,000,
and the five schools-1 am making it a
;small number-would come to £5,000 annually. In connexion with dom.estic
.economy, we are already expending
£4,000, and I estimate that if we extend
·the classes much £2,000 mCI>re will be
" wanted for that, because these classes deal
'with costly articles. They have the best
-of everything, and although they sell as
milch as possible they cannot sell all. "Ve
.are now expending £·4,000, and 1 estimate
there will be £2,000 extra. With regard
-,to feeble-mindelll children, the Minister
Se.ssion 1901.-[168]
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says that he ouly wants one school.
That will not cost much, and I put it
down at £400 or £500. The pupil
teachers' school would be ill Melbourne,
and I estimate that to provide for 100
pupil teachers, with their masters, would
cost about £4,000.
Mr. GURR.-You reckoned that just
now in the Training College.
Mr. SADLER.-I understood that you
reckoned it by itself.
Mr. GURR.-No.
Mr. SADLER.-But you did not tell us.
Mr. GURR.-It is the same place only
under different work.
Mr. SADLER.-We have freehand
drawing. If we are going in for it
extensively, and introduce brush drawing,
which is a branch of it, black-boards and
other material will. be required. I estimate
that the cost for the whole State cannot
be nuder £ 10, 000. For technical schools
the Minister has another ]jill. If we are
going to have technical schools like the
Working Men's College, though, perhaps,
officered a little better, or with more
offioers, the cost would be considerable.
Suppose we have five technical schools,
which is not a very extensive estimate,
I do not see how they can be put do,,;n at a
lower figure than £4,000 each, or £20,000
for the five schools.
I do not know
whether the Minister considers that too
high an estimate for the technical schools.
I think myself that I am rather too low in
myestirllate, but I do not wantto unduly increase the figures. As regards the salaries,
honorable members will see, of course,
that I have ~stimated the maximum, and
that it will take some years to get up to
the maximum. The Minister told us that
for the first year the increase of salaries
would cost from £20,000 to £22,000.
Mr. GURR.-That is for the first clear
financial year.
Mr. SADLER-1 estimate that in the
whole seven years it will cost £80,000. I
do not think the Minister will say that
I have estimated it too highly.
Mr. GURR.-That is lower than my
estimate.
Mr. SADLER--Of course, it is little
more than a guess, but at the same time
I think it will be as high as that. If you
take the whole scheme as indicated by the
Minister, including technical schools, you
have a new expenditure, according to my
estimate, of about £200,000 .
Mr. MURRAY.-That is what we put it
down at over this side.
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Mr. SADLER.-I think that is about
as low a sum as possible in order to
introduce tho whole of this system in a
good manner, and to provide for what I
have stated. If the Minister is going to
make tho parents provide material, the
expenditure of course will be greatly
reduced, and it is only fair to remark that
when the material is once bought it will
llot have to be paid for again every year.
It is for the House to consider whether it
is wise in the present state of our finances
to face this great expenditure now.
Honorable members will be able to see
from the vote I gave with respect to oldage pensions that I am opposed to any
new expenditure, and I am opposed to this
expenditure now. I think we ought not
to go on with it, because I do not think we
can afford it just now. It is not safe, in
my opinion, to enter into this new expenditure, which is greater than the country·
ought to be called upon to bear. The
three great producing industries that are
creating the wealth of the country-tho
mining, agricultural, and pastoral industries-are starved because we cannot
afford money from the Treasury to give
them some assistance, and, therefore, I
say that we ought not to spend such a
large additional sum upon the Education
department. If we go into a large expenditure of this kind, I believe that before
very long it will react upon the teachers
themselves, and it will bring upon
them the same retrenchment that they
had before.
I do not want to see
that.
I do not want to see any
largo additional expenditure in the Education department, because if we run the
total cost of the department up to
£1,000,000 a year, as there is a great
danger of our doing, I believe there will
be an outcry on the part of the taxpayers
of this country. Then there will be retrenchment again, and the teachers will
have to suffer a 25 per cent. or some other
reduction. I am not going to say any
more about it.
I have given my reasons
for opposing the scheme, and my idea of
the cost after having gone into the matter
as carefully as I could without the help of
officials. My advice to the Government is
to withdraw the measure, and recast it on
a less expensive scale, and bring it down
to the House next session, when I think
we shall be fairly able to grapple with the
difficulty. The Treasurer may then feel
his footing better, and may find the finances
fairly solid. The Federal Parliament
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will have dealt with the Tariff, and the
rrreasurer will know whether he is able
to stand an increased expenditure of
£100,000 or £200,000 in the Education
department.
Mr. FINK.-I do not desire to address
the House a,t any great length, beeause I
think this is a Bill-snbject to any considerations such as tho honorable member
who has just sat down has urged upon the
House-for committee. I will deal with
the financial aspect very briefly, because I
am quite satisfied that the Government do·
not intend to rnll the country into any
new expr.nditure to anything like the
amount of £~OO,OoO. I think it will be·
found that the estimate of the Minister
that his proposals will involve an additional expenditure during the first
financial year of £20,000 odd will be supported by the result.
Mr. SADLER.-The Minister said that
would be the increase in salaries alone.
Mr. FINK.-I do not pretend to follow
the interesting and valuable criticism of
the honorable member in detail or possibly at all, without making a special
study of the subject, nor do I desire to
appear in any degree as treating his remarks lightly, because I am quite sure
they are those of an earnest and intelligent.
critic. At the same time I do desire t()
point out that Parliament did, some few
years ago, retrench the education estimates, to some extent, possibly, under thespur of necessity, but in a most unintelligent and drastic way, and that retrenchment policy, whatever the financial requirements of the time might have been,
was fraught with the greatest destruction
to the progress of education and theefficiency of the department. It is true
that during the last four or five years the
expenditure of the country has been
allowed to be increased to the extent or
£1,500,000, some of which-I think, possibly £lOO,OOO-has been caused by restoring some of the expenditure which had
been lopped off the education estimates, and,
without which expenditure it was impossible fQr the department even to maintain"
an ordinary efficiency. This House and
this country are now confronted by a veryserious issue. During the work of the
Technical Commission-we did not rush it•.
for we took two veal'S and a half, and it
was not too 10ng~I myself was always.'
impressed by this position, that partly
owing to tbe finances, and partly owing to·
predominant interest in federation, this"

State School

[7 Nov., 1901.]

vital question of education could not
possibly receive the attention of Parliament until the Commonwealth had been
established, and I thought it would receive that attention rapidly after its establishment. Now, the honorable member
for Grenville (Mr_ Sadler) refers to the
starvation of the three great industries of
the country at the hands of Parliament as
being likely to eontinue if these educational
facilities are provided. VV' ell, I am not
one of those who desire to starve, or think
it possible to starve, the three great industries of this country. I think that if
there ever comes a time when th<i>se three
industries, or anyone of them, have toplead
for their existence as rnendicantsat thedQor
of Parliament, we shall be a very unfortunate people. I think that is a false and
absurd position, but I do say that the
greatest of all our national resources are
the characters and faoulties of onr children,
and I am sure I am speaking to a House
that represents a country which is now
quite decidecil that our education facilities
must be equal to those of other countries.
Are what we are accustomed to term the
toiling millions, the poor people in the old
countries of the world, and the !:!truggling
backwoodsmen of Canada and the United
States of America-is it to be allowed to
be accepted that these people are making
dailv sacrifices in the f(!)rm of rates or
tax~tion in ord.er to equip their children
for the battle of life which the wealthy
communities of Australia are not prepared
to encounter ~ The honorable member for
Grenville (Mr. Sadler) will pardon me for
saying that although he has given his
estimates in detail, and one should always
speak with respect of honorable members
who have gone into detail, I think he has
miscalculated the position in many respects. In some instances he has made
estimates of the cost of establishing new
institutions which are merely the extellsions of existing schools. In some instances he has counted the expense of a
teacher who is engaged in manual trainint?;
as something to be superadded to the
present system. N ow, that is not altogether correct. Although every new study
may involve some expense, it does not
necessarily involve increased expense.
For instance, the Education department
has added many subjeets to the daily class
work, but that did not mean more teachers
or more expenditure. I say, again, in
relation to manual training, that if there
is one thing that is generally admitted it

Teachers Bill.

2523

is that the curriculum ought not to be
overloaded by extra. work for the child,
and when the child is attending a manual
training centro he is probably not attending some useless lesson in the higher COlu'se
of analysis or parsing with which the
system if::) overburdened now. The same
thing applies to the teaching of science
subjects. Much of the increased expenditure to which the honorable member referred is simply the restoration of teachers'
salaries to the old scale, which was improperly retrenched, and much of the
promotion which is now to be permitted
to them is simply tearing up some of the
old reactionary measures under which, by
the multiplication and addition of various
classes and sub-classes, the promotion of
progressive teachers was delayed, in some
cases to all eternity. Evidence was given,
in an interesting memorandum by Mr.
Rix, one of the inspectors of schools, to the
effec·t that it would take many teachers,
according to the schemes of 1893 and 1894,
31 years to get into the highest division,
by which time, probably, they would have
ceased to exist.
Mr. IRVINE.~I do not want to take yOll
off your line of argument, but will you tell
us how far the provisions of the Teachers
Bill are necessary in order to carry out
the refotms advocated by the commission?
Mr. FINK.-Yes, I shall do that. I
have not prepared a spcech j but in recommending the s~cond reading of the Bill, I
wish to assure the House that I am satisfied that the financial position can be
maintained by the GovernI4ent which has
taken the responsibility of bringing this
Bill down_
'Mr. IRVINE.-How far is the additional expenditure which seems to be
involved in this schcme necessary to carry
out the recommendations of the commission ~
Mr. FINK.-I am not prepared to
answer that in detail. But the connexioll
between the Education Bill and the
Teachers Bjll appears to be this. There
is a liberal system of improved and extended education provided for by the
Edncation Bill. In addition to that there
is a modern system of paying the teachers
fixed salaries, which will cost very little,
if anything, more than the existing
system. It simply confirms the present
salaries. The increased cost cOUles from
the expense of further teachers, further
materials, and further buildings in C011nexion with the llew work.
I myself
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cannot see that the estimates of the
Minister, so far as I understand
them, need be very largely exceeded.
But I will say that where the increased
expenditure appears to me to be likely to
arise, in connexion with the Teachers Bill,
is the result of (!me of the two or thre~
cardinal reforms in the educational attitude towards the teachers that the
Teachers Bill 'indicates. Those reforms
are, first, promotion by merit, which invol ves no additional expense, because it
does not cost any more to pay a teacher
who is advanced meritoriously than to
pay a tt!acher who jumps up automatically.
Mr. IRvINE.-Ultimately it costs less.
Mr. FINK.-Then there are the improved training facilities, which, of course,
will cost a little more, but only a little
more. The mauual training is being ad·
ministered now, and the pr~sent estimates
already provide for a sufficiently increased
expenditure, I take it, to carry out the
whole of the Government's programme.
So th.at that does not cost any more. If
you abolish the monitors, and remove the
pupil teachers from actual school work,
while they are in their junior stages as
pupil teachers, that will involve further expense. The Treasurer and the Minister
of Public Instruction will tell us what
that will eventually be, bnt it will be
only a gradual increase of expenditure,
and it will noll he an increase to. the
extent of every pupil teacher you ,remove. The House must faae this position. One great blot on our present educational system is the amount of teachiug which our children have to undergo
at the hands of monitors who are pupils,
and of pupil teachers who are neces, sarily immature assistants, and incapable
teachers. In some of the appendices to
the second Progress Report of the Education Commission honorable members will
see that the increase of pupil teachers
and ihe decrease of adult teachers went on
from year to year at an extraordinary
rate, and at a rate which threatened to
destroy educational efficiency. You found
large classes in the hands of pupil teachers.
In some schools yon found assistants with
no one but little boys helping them to
carryon so-called teaching. That is not a
proper educational system. I do not think
the substitution of adult teachers for those
persons, in the gradual way it has got to
be done, will cost any very large sum,
l10thing like the amount that has been
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mentioned, although it is boutld to cost
something. But, in the meantime, those
pupil teachers are being trained.
Mr. SAD.LER.-The Minister said his

estimate was almost as much as mine. I
said the amount would be £80,000.
Mr. FINK.-I did not understand the
Minister to say that that increased amount
was £80,000, but that the £80,000 was
to be the increased cost of the teachers
generally.
Mr. SADLER.-For the whole time 1
NIl'. FINK.-During the last two or
three years and the succeeding three or
four years. There are teachers going out,
and pupil teachers in the service becoming
maturo. I am not responsible for the estimates, and although I followed the honorable member with great attention, I could
not possibly seo tha.t the new expenditure
could be anything like that amount..
I know that the growth of our educational
estimates arises, in a very large degree,
not·from new expenditure, but by restoring
old expenditure which was lopped off, and
which could not be maintained. In relation to the increased cost of technical
education, I would point. out that this
country is now crying out for technical
education, or, at any rate, professes to be
doing so. Well, technical education is
bound to cost money. In England, education costs a great deal more than it
appears to cost, because the expenditure
is made up from a large number of sources,
local rates, sehool board special rates, and
Government grants, in addition to pri vate
endowments. If we were to take the
sum expended in Great Britain. by the
Government alone in aid of technical
education, and set it side by side with the
miserable £20,000 or £30,000 we are
paying here, our amount would be
microscopic in comparison, and we would
be stamped as a mean people who do not
appreciate or are not willing to pay for
t.his neeessary adjunct to our educational
system. The community will have to face
the inevitable expenditure or go without
technical education. We cannot have
technical education without making some
pecuniary sacrifice for it, and the House
may have to choose bet\veen liberality for
those necessary developments of our
educational system and extravagance ill
relation to many other modes in which
this Parliament votes money. I will
be quite willing to contrast the expenditure of our special votes for the
last ten years on the agricultural and
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mining industries with the cost of our
system of education. The cost (!)f om:
systern of education seems to be a large
amouut, because the whole of it comes
from fl, Government department, whereas
in England very large sums come from
the variety of sources I have indicated. I
am no advocate for extravagance, and I
wait with considerable interest for the
details promised in committee as to the
necessa~y expenditure. There is one very
useful purpose which the remarks of the
honorable member may serve to supply t(j)
honorabl~ members.
Sin ce these Bills
were circulated I, alld no doubt other
honorable members, have received a great
many circulars, petitions, and communications, which were sent to us with the view
of adding to the pecuniary ad vantages
which different classes of teachers are to
receive under this Bill.
I do not desire
to prollounce on any of those things in
detail, but I will say that this scheme,
although it adds very little to the rewards
of teachers, will leave the teachers of Victoria, as compared with the teachers in
other countries, in a thoroughly satisfactory position. There can be no doubt
that the rates of remuneration are, on the
whole, extremely liberal, and if there is
one effect of the honorable member's remarks that should certainly follow it is to
enable the Honse and the committee to
support the Government in at all events
not going further than t.hey have gone, as
far as this Bill is concerned. But there
is not a bit of good in honorable members
The
declining to face the position.
country is clamouring for techni0al education, as it understands that term. As
we understand technical education,
it practic9-11y amounts to the means of
equipping all classes of the community
with skill and capaeity to earn their living
and to turn our resources, whether of
town or country, to the best possible advantage. In order to do that we have to
more or less adopt systems which experience has shown ha.ve led other communities to become trained and successful eompetitors in commercial and industrial
contests. To do that will necessarily cost
money, particularly when we come to
technical and mining schools, more money
th:m we are spending at the present time.
The House will have to face that position.
As far as our national system of education
is concerned, there is no reason to apprehend that the proposals of the Government
will cost anything like the increased sum
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of £200,000, f<Dr I am quite certain the
Treasurer will be able to give us details of
a reassuring character as to the operation
of each clause in committee. There is one
other question which the House will have to
face soon or or later. There is an issue that
has been raised in the country, and which
may be raised in the House, although the
House to-day is possibly n(J)t in a position
to solve the problem. vVe find edncation
in most civilized countries varying as to
methods of instruction and as to the subjects
taught in different localities. In England,
Germany, and America, we find a great
emulation on the part of localities
to develop special schools to i3ubsorve
the industries carried on in their
districts. ·We find merchants, manufacturers, agriculturists, and citizens
generally taking a greaoc interest in the
various local educational institutions,
whether they be school boards or cOllllcils
of colleges or technical schools or other
bodies. vVe find in England, the country
of which we are always fond of talking
about the heavy local taxation, that the
local governing bodies accept the responsibility of levying special rates in aid of
their own technical schools. '1'hose local
bodies are authorized by Imperial legislation to lev'y such special rates. They are
not compelled to do so, but almost eyery
progressive city in England does levy
special rates in aid of the local techniGal
schools. Those special rates are in addition to the general rates which the
school boards also levy for the support of
board schools, which, as honorable members know, correspond to our State
schools. Nay, more, we fin~ that the
county councils-large and progressive
local governing bodies-are drawing to
themselves a great deal of the spirit of
government, ~nd of the spirit of 10c:;Llity
which has largely made up British civilization, and establishing schools of a most
extensive character, carrying on not only
primary work, but also work of a higher
primary character, in some institutions
transcending in exeellence and quality
the work of some of the historic secondary
or grammar schools of England. vVe find
all those b(])dies levying rates on their
citizens, who are gladly paying them with
a view of furnishing, in the broade:st
possible way, methods and means of
equipment for all the faculties of the
pepple.
If there is one thing in
the way of civil government that
strikes the student more than another, the
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whole civilized world over, it is the
sacrifices that localities, as well as communities and individuals, are making to
equip the citizens generally, from a practical and scientific point of view, by means
of education. This community has confined its ambition lately to general statements as to the value and urgent necessity
of t)imilar equipment. We are told that
the Australian CC1mmomvealth is to inaugurate a period of industrial competition
between the various States. We all
believe it, but do we think, if we fail
to generously provide for the educational
industrial facilities of our citizens, that we
can possibly live in the industrial contest
with New South Wales, where the people
are responding to the demands that
modern educational principles require ~
Mr. EWEN C.A:llERON (Portland).-As a
community we think the Government can
do anything and everything.
Mr. FINK.-I am now speaking of
Governments representing the people.
Governments may, as a question of policy,
think fit to disguise the expense by splitting it up, and, by calling on localities to
rate themselves, but the effect would be
I think that our
entirely the same.
present system of local government,
excellent as it is, is only provisional, and
that t.he development of this country will
see, as one of its phenomena, a time in
which, like the old people from whom we
sprung, the greatest achievements of
civilized progress will not come from the
national Parliament, but will be the result
of local effort and local public spirit.
This being a young country, local government has been necessarily confined here
to works of primal necessity, but the time
may come, indeed, I believe it has come
in the larger centres of population, when
nothing would be more healthy than to
make those great wea,lthy and populous
localities do a little bit more than
mere . street cleaning and lighting, and
devote themselves to some of the duties
that occupy a great deal of the intelligence, and a great deal of the public spirit,
of the British people. We find in England
such men as Sir John Lubbock and
Sir Lyon Playfuir, leading men in science
a.nd politics, taking as much interest in
their local affairs, from the county councils
to the local yes try that Lord Rosebery
takes an active part in, as they do in
the affairs of England. Civilization concerns itself with the back door as well as
with the highways and byways, and if
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honorable members are face to face as they
are now with the position as to whetber
they will incur a necessary expense, or
whether they will simply suffer an out-ofdate non-progressive system to continue
without amendment, then they may con~
sider two things. They will have to
consider first wheth'~r they will be so
generous and liberal, and whether these
enormous votes of borrowed money for
unproductive, or semi-productive, or rather
pseudo-productive works, that we have
been indulging in, shall continue. This
Parliament has had a very heav-y respollsibility. We must not forget that in the
last five years we have added to the national expenditure £1,500,000. If it
now turns out that to the demands
that the little children, the future
citizens of this country, are making
upon this House, we have to return the
answer that we cannot do it because it is
going to cost £20,000 or £30,000 or
£40,000, then the community ,yill say to
us-" You have wasted ten times that
amount. You have allowed the expenditure which Y(l)U had a grip of, having got
it within reasonable limits, to slip through
your hands to nhe extent of a million and
a half, which constituted possibly the last
limit of taxation and revenue available to
you." There is one retrenchment that
we cannot afford to make, and that is a
retrenchment that will check the national
evolution and development of the faculties
and character of our young people. I
have been listening ever since I have been
taking an interest in public life to a lot of
gorgeous and florid phrases about the
boundless resources of this great country.
Where are they, judged by this particular
stand-point ~ We have g())ne on mortgaging our patrimony and revenue to absentees by borrowing money, a practice which
is still going on at a very great rate, until
I suppose now we are ill a Commonwealth
year when the foreigl'l borrowings of the
Australian group of States within the
Commonwealth will probably be greater
than they ever were before, also augmented by a little Commonwealth borrowing of a million for petty cash.
Mr.IRvINE.-Two borrowing machines
instead of one.
Mr. DUGG.AN.-And tWQ spending
machines.
Mr. FINK.-Two borrowing machines
and more than two spending machines.
But I venture to say, notwithstanding extravagance in some quarters, and if we
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have extravagance as current in the
national Parliament as it has beep. in the
States, that should only make us more
.careful that economy is the watchword in
this, although I venture to say that if
there be a reproductive work in the
largest sense of the term this i3 it.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It does not seem to
have that effect. It seems to have the
opposite effect.
Mr. FINK.--I agree with the honorable
member, and unfortunately I have heard
ill this House justifications for our expenditure on the ground that the national
Parliament is extra,vagant, and the
Premier, the other day, with a group of
small financial school boys, took their tale
to the great national Treasurer and got
the scantiest of satisfacti(!)n. \Ve are told
through the press indirectly that it is
the duty of State Treasurers to
be very careful, alld the duty of
State Parliaments to be still more careful.
I think that is true, and I think it applies
all ronnd, but what do wise people save
money for ~ What do they economize fod
They econumize, not for the purpose of
blind hoardimg, bnt for the purpose of
-wise expenditure, and if we have had our
booms, ow' inflations, and murextrttvagance,
for the State to try to retrench by checking
the proper training of our children would be
like an individual who took his boy away
from school because he had not backed
the favourite for the Cup. That is practically the position. I, myself, am one of
those who admire the Treasurer for what
is called his close-fistedlless, but I know
the Treasurer, during the five years he was
Minister of Education, groanecil. inwardly
atthe policy that he had to administer, and
that he knew, just as well as other people,
that the retrenchment, inaugurated before
his term and contilllued very largely during it, was attended with the decay
and retrogression of the educational
facilities of the children, and I say that
we should be wise to follow other countries, and to take the example 0f France and
Germany, which, in the diresthoursof their
respective humiliations, made the greatest
possible sacrifices in the cause of education. I should not have made these
remarks but for some of the considera·
tions put forwa.rd by the honorable
member who some time ago resumed his
.seat. It is not inappropriate to· remind
honorable members that periods of depression will leave parents, citizens, and
nations with their duties to those who
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corne after them; and I was instancing
that great nation, the German people,
whose history has largely been a histOl'Y
of sacrifice in the callse of religion and
civilization and culture. "With that poor
country whieh they have-and when
they were absolutely prostrate under
the French people-that was the period
in which they re-organized their schools,
:111d in which they not merely laid a provision for military supremacy but laid a
firmer foundation for progress than that
by making the greatest sacrificesoftime and
of money, which was all in all to that then
poor nation, so that a policy well devised
then and continued through generations
should have the appropriate object of turning out every citizen of the fatherland well
equipped and well developed to the
fullest extent of his faculties-and that is
what we see now. Then France, in our
own day and generation, whell she lay
prostrate at the feet of her former victim
did the same, until now, I snppose, the
French primary system is the most
thorough in the civilized ,..'orld. Now,
this House is not confrQnted by any such
heroic sacrifice, but this House is confronted with the duty of informing the
people that they must not expect largesse
in the form of grants even to education,
without realizing th~Lt it comes ultimately
frmm the labour and the self-sacrifice of
our OWL) citizens. If the Treasurer has got
to come here with a correct and full
estirnate in committee and tell us that it
is going to cost so much for the technical
schools, and another £40,000 or £50,000
per annum for these improved measures'
of educational reform, then I say that this
HQuse will be wanting in its duty to the
children of the pe<?ple if it does not see
that the Treasurer is well equipped for
what is a necessary expenditure for an
essential movement. I therefore cQmmend
heartily the second reading of this Bill to
the House, feeling quite sure that most of
its provisions contain only features
appropriate to a liberal and intelligent
system of education, and feeling also
satisfied that the cost will not be inordinate.
Mr. PEACOCK.--Of all the measures
that honorable members in this Chamber
or another Chamber have to deal with
that are rather of a technical character,
I think that the most difficult is a measure
dealing with the Public Service Acts, and
particularly a measure dealing with the
Acts which we hav~ on the statute-book
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relating to the State school teachers. It
means a wearying task to the average lay
member to have to wade through the
different sections and trace them back to
see what is desired tQ be done by any
proposed legislation, and it is also a
greater trouble when those of us who are
without legal training have to wade
through the schedules. When honorable members see at the end of this
measure that there is page after page of
schedules, they will realize that the
difficulty which the average member is .
met with is to trace out exactly what is
the effect of the proposals contained
therein. Our legal mE-mbers will also
admit that ill tracing the effect of any of
the proposals of a measnre of this
character they have considerable difficulty
themsel ves. When, too, on top of that diffi·
culty you have to remember, as set
forth in the first Rchedule, that there
are nine different Acts relating to
our State ~chool teachers, some of which
are wholly repealed and others very
largely repealed, honorable members will
see the difficulty, because this measure is
to some extent a consolidating measure, ~f
enabling the House to be in a position, in
dealing with legislation of this kind, to
fathom what is real1y meant.
Mr. IRVINE.-That is one of the difficulties which the House has in dealing
with a consolidating Bill which introduces
-important amendments at the same time.
Mr. PEACOCK.-That is true, and I
kno\y what my own difficulties were as a
layman in trying to trace the effects of
this measure. Honorable members will.
therefore, see that in this matter they will
have to take a good deal on trust in connexion with statemen~s that may be made
by responsible Ministers. I am afraid
that the honorable member for Grenville
(Mr. Sadler), who formerly belonged to
this profession, has been, in doing
his best to bring home to us as he
has done his views of these propos~ls,
unconsciously led into mistakes in his
estimate with regard to the financial
aspect and bearing of this Bill, for I
should be the last to suddenly plunge the
. State into a very heavy additional expenditure, and I am putting clearly before
the House reasons why I, as Treasurer,
considered it was necessary. The point
to consider in connexion with this
matter is not to mix up other proposals
as I am afraid the honorable member has,
done, for he has gone many years ahead in
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the estimate which he has made. I, for one,.
hope that we shall all be Members of Parliament to see the State of Victoria, after'
having carefully tried experiments in
new methods of education, able to expend
even another £200,000 0n top of what we
are expending in the interests of educa·
tion and in the interests of our rising
generation to-day. For it must be remembered that we have to compete with.
all civilized nations now. The honorable·
member for Jolimont has given an immense·
amount of attention to this question. I
believe there has never been a commission that has worked so hard and so
quietly and so unostentatiously as the
commission of which the honorable member was chairman. I have been brought
in contact with its members for a long
time past. It was I who appointed them,.
and I have been a Minister of the Crown
during the greater part of the time which
has passed since. Their office has been
in close proximity to my OW11, and I will
always gratefully remember the splendid
services rendered to the State by those
gentlemen, who had no other object to
serve but that of improving the system of
education of the State of Victoria. The
amount ,of time that they have spent long
after their ordinary duties were concluded
-for some were pl'ivate citizens and others
public officers-from half-past fonr until
ten or eleven at night, and all that they
have studied up, and the amount of
literature that has been accumulat.ed from
all portions of the globe, would simply
surprise allY honorable member if he had
come into contact with them when they
were doing their work in committee.
What is the main object of this Bill ~ It
is to try to bring our system, by means of
eduoational reform, as far as possible at
the present ti~e, recognising our finanoial
needs, into line with those of other
portions of the globe, and particularly into
line with those of the other States. It is to
the credit of one of the latest additions to
t.he Commonwealth, so far as the States
are concerned-I mean Western Australia
-tbat some three or four years since she
took the initiative in this direction. This
measure in many respects is based upon
some of the experiences of Western Australia after she succeeded in securing the
best educational experts. New Zealand has
gone on the same lines, and I see by today's paper that the N e," South Wales
Government have promised, in order to·
bring their system of education up to the:
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lines of the systems of the sister States,
legislation on somewhat similar lines to
this. This measure is rendered necessary
primarily by the fact that all educational
authorities have now stated-and we must
be guided in matters of this kind by those
who have studied the question, for laymen
must to a great extent follow the views of
the educational authorities of the worldthat the payment by results system
is behind the times altogether. I
think I am speaking correctly when I
say that the only portions of the globe in
which the system of payment by results
exists are Mauritius and the State of Victoria. The salarie& paid 2I.re-so much
fixed, and the rest based on the percentages gained by the teachers as the
result of the examinations. It is unnecessary for me to go into the question, for
the Technical Education Commission dealt
carefully with the Heed 0f altering that
system. vVe -have had reasons given by
the Minister, supplemented by the honQrable member for Jolilllont and the h<i)Dorable member for Grenville (Mr. Sadler).
The opitlion of experts is that the system
of payment by results causes some children
to be crammed, while the indifferent
children are to some extent neglected.
But in changing this system we have to
deal with the payment of a large body of
public servants, and we have to take into
consideration a basis for paying fixed
salaries. The broad lines on which this
measure is based are as follow :-Take a
teacher's last year's salary. If he secured
100 per cent., his salary was so much
fixed, and so much on account of payment
by results. The basis of this measure is
that the salary shall be the amount that
the teacher received last year as a fixed
salary. It might be urged with a good
deal of fairness on the part of
the average teacher-and there is no
secti€ln of the public service that
can put individual cases so well-that the
last year would be an unfair year. Some
teachers will claim that one inspector is
more liberal than another, or that the
average attendance of the children was
unfairly affected by a wet season, or a hot
seaSOll, or on account of influenza or
measles. Where the last year is adverse
to the teacher we base the payment that
should be given to him so far -as fixed,
salary is concerned on the actual,
amount he received during the last'
-three years. We take the ayerage' for the;
'last three years.'
,_.,.l
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Mr. IRVINE.-In every case 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-.N 0; not in every case._
Mr. MURRAY.- W'hy not take the three,
year's average in every case ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-That is a matter of
detail; posssibly there is a good deal of
force in it.
Mr. IRYINE.-If you allow a man to take
his last year, if a good one, and to refuse'
to take it if a bad one, you enormously increase the expenditure.
_
Mr. PEACOOK.-It is fair to assume,
that if a teacher has reached the highest
percentage last year, that he mllst havebeen gradually rising to that point and
had then reached the acme.
Mr. McKENZIE.-A teacher may havebeen in a gold-field, and there may have
been a rush.
Mr. PEACOCK.-That does not affect
the question at all. I think the honorable member for Grenville (Mr. Sadlor).
has been affected by another point with
regard t() the question of the increased
cost, and that is, that the teacher whose·
school would go up on account of this
classification would receive the increased
He would not receive
pay of the Glass
anything of the kind. When, as Ministerof Education, I brought down the Bill to
regrade the schools, honorable members
will remember that, whilst we altered the
classification of the school, we did not
alter the pay of the teacher, but placed
him on the transfer list, so that he could
be transferred when a vacancy in his classoccl.lrred. His salary was llot affected by
the reclassification of his schoc>l, and his.
grievance against the State was that it
had blocked his avenues of promotion.
That was true, but then the State was in_
financial stress.
Mr. IRVINE.-You Gut d0\Yn his expectations, not his ri~hts.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; that is it. 'Veare now going baok somewhat to the
regrading of the schools pr~vious to 1894.
A sixth olass school, for instance, will beraised under this classification, but the
t€acher will not rise with it, he will be
put on the transfer list and will be transferred when opportunity offers, to a school
corresponding to his class. These teacherswill go into the fifth class, but will not get
the fifth class salary, except gradually. I
will give an individ ual case c>r two. I feel
that the Minister of Education and myself
are to blame for not having circulated the
table of figures. I did not think thesepoints would have been raised that have-
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been raised by the honorable member for
Grenville (Mr. Sadler).
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The SPEAKER.-The honorable gen-

Mr. PEACOCK.-'fhe honorable member has assumed that all the teachers ate
going to get £110 right off.

tleman can do that in committee.
Mr. PEACOCK.-A misapprehension
may have been created in the minds of
honorable members, and might be created
in the mindf:; of the public if the stateIments made by the honorable member for
Grenville (Mr. Sadler) as to the tremendous additional cost tha.t would be entailed
by abolishing payment by results were left
unanswered. 1 am prepared to admit
that some of the teachers will get slight
increases, and that is rendered necessary
by the fact that we have to deal with a
fixed salary. A teacher will perhaps get
.£198 this year, and next year £199 lOs.
Another feature which is the cause of
increased expendi~nre must not be lost
sight of, namely, the reduction of the
number of scholars to each teacher. Educational authorities have oondemned what
we have been doing here-that is having
too large a number of scholars taught by
one teacher. It was in times of financial
stress that we commenced doing this sort
of thing.
Mr. MURRAY.-There are too many
scholars in eaeh school in some instances.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Weare trying to
remedy that. One of the largest items in
connexion with the increased cost is due
to the fact that it is necessary to reduce
the number of children taught by each
teacher.
Mr. SADLER.-I have not estimated anything for that.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The honorable member has assumed this alld that, and brings
·out a tremendons total. We abolish the
.seventh and eighth classes, and establish
the sixth; let us see how it works out.
Under the present system the minimum
.salary for assistant teachers in the eighth
elass is £105, but it is also the maximum.
Under the Bill a sixth class assistant
would get a similar position to an eighth
·class assistant 110W, but the minimum
salary would be £100. He would start
.at a lower minimum, but he would attain
a little higher maximum, for the maximum will be £1l0. 'Ve are not going to
reduce the pay of the teacher wh(!) now
receives the .£105, but, so far as new
.asistants are concerned, the minimum
will be £100, with a gradual rise to
.£1l0.
Mr. SADLER.-I gave that.

get the £1l0 ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-It will take some five
or six years. Now, let us take a fourth
Glass teacher, for instance. At present
tho minimum is £205 lOs., and the maximum £237. The minimum of the new
fourth class will be £200, and the teacher
will gradually rise to £240 by increments;
that is an increase of £3 in the maximum
on the present class.
Mr. SADLER.-That is the same as I
gave.
Mr. PEACOCK.-But the honorable
member has assumed that the whole
change is going to take place immediately.
A teacher who is now getting £237, and
has been at that maximum for some time,
would be able to rise in twelve months to
£240. The honorable member for Grenville (Mr. Sadler), in dealing wiih the
question of kindergarten and drawing, has
assumed that all these things were goin~
to be done right off. Provision will be
made on the Estimates of the Treasurer of
the day for these matters, and the 'freasurer will be able to state how much he
can spare. On the Estimates, wo have
provided for this financial year £9,970 for
drawing, hand and eye and manna.l
training, wood work, kindergarten, cookery
instructors, and for the Training College.
Compared with last year that is an increase of £7,470. Each year the Treasurer and the Parliament of the day
will be able to control the expenditure
on these items-au ~xIDonditure that the
honorable member has assumed we are
going to incur immediately •
Mr. SADJJER.-I gave seven years for it.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Let us deal now with
the question without too many details;
for what the Honse wants to know is what
this Bill is going to cost the GG>vernment
or Parliament.
Mr. IRVINE.-Your two Bills together ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes. But let us see
what is going to be the cost to the State
under this Bill as compared with the
existing law. There will still be the same
number of head teachers; we are going to
increase uhe number of assistants; we are
going to decrease the number of pupil
teachers; we are going to absolutely
abolish monitors, and we are going to
slightly decrease our sewing mistresses.
At present the cost for salaries paid under

Mr.

FINK. -How

long will it take to
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the different Acts which have been
'enumerated comes to £523,870.
".rhe
,estin~ated annual cost, if all the teachers
were paid under the rates provided by
the last Aot, would be £496,541. Taking
tho annual cost under the proposed scheme
wheu it will have reached full perfection,
the amount will be £568,836. Honorable
mem bers will therefore see that, comparing the expenditure with the present
amount paid under the Public Service Act
of 1890, there will be an increase of from
£45,000 to £50,000 in seven years.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Do you say that
£4!)6,OQO is the present cost, and that
£568,000 is the oost tha~ it will rise
t01
Mr. PEACOCK. -The present; cost is
£523,870.
Mr. SADLER.-F'0r salaries alone 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-F'or salaries and payments by results.
Mr. SADLER.-That is not shown in the
return.
Mr. PEACOCK.-If the honorable'
member had shown the return to me, or
to one of the officers, it would have been
better. The present secretary, Mr. Bagge,
is one of the oldest officers of the department, and is one of the best accountants
in the State, and the present accountant
is a first-class accountant. I asked them
to prepare for me a statement as to what
this measure was going to cost, and they
:showed that by the tim.e this measure was
in working order, and in perfection, in
,seyen years time, the increased cost would
.amount to from £45,000 to £50,000. In
other words, if the Bill becomes htw, it
will mean an itlCreased expenditnre during the next financial year of between
£20,000 and £22,000. If the Bill comes
into operation from the 1st January, the
increased expenditure will be £10,000.
1\1:1'. GURR.-That is for the half-year.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I may say that my
·desire is to make this great and radica.l
reform in our educational system, and to
keep the estimates of expenditure for
the next current year to within £20,000
()1' £22,000 of what they are now.
The
"Bill may come into operation on 1st
January, 01' even on 1st April, though
that date is not a good one perhaps, or
it may not come into force until 1st July.
'That is a matter which will be decided
:primarily by financial considerations, but
that is the effect of the changes as they
are now proposed to honorable metnbers.
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Mr. SADLER. - I understand that in one
year it will cost from £20,000 to £22,000 ;
/Surely in seven years the cost will be
above £50,000 ?
Mr. PEACOCK.-N 0, the department
has worked ou': all that, with all the information at its command.
I can quite
understand the labour the honorable
memberhad iu trying to work out the
points which he desired to bring under
consideration; but in a matter of this kind
I, as 'rreasnrer, and as the one primarily
affected, mllst be guided by the estimate
prepared by the officers, whom, in years
gone by, when I was Minister of Education, I never found to be incorrect.
The
hOllorable member has unwittingly duplicated the expenditure, and that is the
difficulty which he and others have experienced in dealing with this.
:iYfr. SADLER.-I cannot understa.nd ho\y
the figures are made up,
Mr. FINK.-Take the £50,000 for,new
material.
Mr. SADLER.-I have been at that
business.
Mr.
PEACOCK. - The honorable
member is assuming that the Minister is
going to ask Parliament to commit itself
to all these items without recognition
of the State's needs and the State's
finances.
Mr. IRVINE.-They will be put in the
Estimates?
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes, they will be
under cOliltrol. We have only to consider
with regard to this particular measure
what was done in years gone by in connexion with the kindergarten classes.
I was Minister of Education ill 1894-5 and
I was as anxious as any 011e that that
branch should be developed, but it was
absolutely impossible to approach the Treasurer. Gradually, however, we made a
slight start, and the late Government spent
£2,500 in introducing cookery classes,
and there is £10,000 in the Estimates for
this year. Honorable members will therefore see that the expenditure will be a
matter for the consideration of the Government first and Parliament afterwards,
and it will be a question whether we
can afford to expend that particular
amount.
Mr. McKENzIE.-Does the honorable
gentleman say that he will spend £10,000
this year for the kindergarten?
Mr. PEACOCK.-No; that will be for
the items set out.
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Mr. SADLER.-That shows that my
estimate was probably low for the seven
years.
Mr. BOYD.-The expendit.ure of the
amounts will depend on the fimancial
position of the State ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-It will depend on
that absolutely. But what I am dealing
with now is the expenditure under the
Bill as it stands.
Mr. IRVINE.-In the Estimates already
framed, have you iucluded all the expe~
diture which is considered necessary this
year under this Bill if it is passed?
Mr. PEACOCK.-N().
Mr. McKENZIE.-You will have to remodel them.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes. At the time we
circulated this measure \Ve did llot know
how the finances would stand. But if the
Bill does not pass at all the salaries of the
lower class teachers must still continue to
rise, as they are rising now, in view of the
legIslation of last session. 'l'he new Bill
raises their maximum, but docs not pro- .
vide for increases for the next four or five
years, unless they are entitled to them.
One argument for the system of payment
by results is that the inspector, 'tV hen going
round, is able to measure the character
and value of the work done by the teacher,
and, that aecording to the work done, or
the percentage results obtained, so the
teacher is punished or rewarded monetaThe honorable member's point
rily.
was that without payment by results
there would be no provision for pUllishmente There would be this provision,
for the teacher would not be able to get
his increment. They may have a fixed
salary, but if they do good work, their
salaries will be increa,sed by £10 a year
for seven years. The whole basis of the
scheme is that there shall be encouragement to merit, and that if the teacher's
work is llot meritorious he shall be
pllllished in that way.
Mr. SADLER.-My argument did not
bear on that.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I may point out that
I did not interrupt the honorable member.
This is a very technical matter to deal
with, and I cannot expect to make myself
clear if I have to continually answer
questions. The honorable member made
reference to the first· class teachers. It is
true that under this measure there will be
more first-class teachers, and he assumed
that there would be promotions from the
first class to the second class, and that
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that would occasion the increase. The·
information I am now going to give iF; not
known to the honorable member. 1n view
of the regrading Act, there are a largenumber of the teachers who will receive n(}
increases at all, because we have some·
first-class teachers in charge of second-class.
l:ichools. They will be fitted into the·
position of their class, and that will occur'
in hundreds of cases right throughout the
State. There are nu increases in the salaries
paid to the individuals in these cases. In
regard to pu pil teachers, our experience
has been that we are losing the male
teachers, and that there is a probability
of our having a shortage in the
supply in years to come. In these·
days, when females are likely to get the·
franchise, and when they compete with
mell in many walks of life, I still do not
think it wise that \ve should drift into the
condition, in a feW' years hence, of having'
a large number of females in charge of
State schools. There has been a great
cause uf complaint with regard to'
the position of the pupil teachers, whom I
regard as apprentices to the State, and as.
the individuals who are to be the teachers·
of the future. The pupil teacher's work
combines two things-teaching and studying-with the result that it is too large ~
tax upon him in hi8 earlier years. In
num bel'S of cases the pupil teachers arethe sons and daughters of comparatively
poor people. From half-past eight in,
the morning they are engaged in their
preparatory work, then they have to
teach, and after that to study up
for the examination. They have very
little encouragement, and, besides that,
have not been grounded so as to make
the best teachers in the future. .At
present we cannot carryon very well
for want of teachers. 'rhe new system
provides that these pupil teachers are to
be sent into training, and the cost of the:
Training College, and the centres, must.
mean increased expenditure. But this is.
in the best interest of the department, in,
order to increase the number of teaehers.
in the future, and so prevent a complete·
shortage. Under the new system of training, we will give a £12 allowance for two·
years. 'rhere must be some encouragement offered, or aU the teachers will come·
from tAe large centres of population.
Nothing grieved me so much during my
term of Minister of Public Instruction n.s.
the hard cases of numbers of these teachers.
in small country schools. They do not
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:receive the same advantages as the young
;student whose parents live in Melbourne,
Ballarat, or some other large centre ; and
numbers of them, after trying to struggle
.along by corresponding, fall out, and in
this wav the State loses the services of
:individt;als who would be good teachers.
To give an allowance of £12 would just
keep them in shoe leather and provide
books and etceteras of that kind.
That
is given whilst they are in the pupil
-teachers' school and are studying. After
two years' studying, with that allowance,
we propose that they should be sent to
teach, and whilst at work they will
receive .£30, and rise to £40; if they do
not go on training, we propose that they
shall receive .£60. Let us work out what
·the Bill proposes after the teachers have
:served a period of apprenticeship and are
well grounded.
After a minimum
apprenticeship of five years, for that is the
lowest period, then this Bill offers the
magnificent sum of ,£100.
Mr. McKENZIE.-There are two years,
.during which they exclusively pay attention to their studies ~
MI'. PEACOCK.-Yes; after being
taught in the art of teaching without
'having to take charge of a school.
Mr:McKENZIE.-Then there are three
.years.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; and after that
they !,each £100, and if they continue
-they will get an increase to '£110, and the
next year to ,£120. The average age at
·which a man will rAceive £120
after a brilliantly successful service
·will, at the earliest, be 22. Honorable members must remember that it
is possible at present for this teacher to
.get from £105 to '£114, but in the earliest
portion of his career he will be so ground
down that he will have no opportunity of
;getting the teaching that is necessary to
make him perfect in his work. The
honorable member for Jolimont, in speaking on the other Bill earlier in the evening,
:gave a very vivid description of what
these teachers have to do in our scattered
comrnun~ties in this State, and I shall not
.attempt t(J) dwell on that phase of the
'(}uestion. I promised just now to give a
typical case with regard to the sixth class.
Supposing a sixth-class teacher has a
,salary of £142 on the 31st December, and
this Bill becomes law on the 1st January,
he will be promoted under this measure to
the fifth class on the latter date, but he
will be required to serve for twelve months
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before he can get an increment, and even
then he will not get it as a m::ttter of
course. It will depend entirely 011 the
class of his work.
Mr. McKENZIE.-What would the increment he ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-The increment would
be £8, bringing the salary up to the maximum of ,£150. That is the. best thing
that can occur to any of these teachers.
Mr. McKENZIE. -The honorable member for Grenville said that the maximum
was £165 under the present Act.
Mr. SADLER.-·Yes.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; but the toacher
would not go up to that maximum straight
off. He would go to the next fifth-cla,ss
salary, which is £150. Honorable members will see how difficult and intricate the
matter is, and how easy it is to make mistakes. Noone knows that better than
myself. The effect of the mea,sure, however, is broadly what I have indicated,
and the reason for the increase in this
fiuancial year is that we are increasing the
number of our competent teachers and are
decreasing the number of scholars ill each
class, and also that our teachers are to
have fixed salaries, which makes a slight
increase. The total effect is that the increased cost at the outset will be from
'£20,000 to '£22,000 pf1r annum, amd in
seven years' time the maximum increase
will amount to £50,000 a year.
Mr. MURRAY.-vVhat increase in the
average attendance of scholars do you
expect when the new Act comes into
operation ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-.That is impossible to
say. 'Ve do anticipate that there will be
an increased attendance, and if honorable
members would look at the figures in
recent reports they will see how marvellous
it is that although the population has not
considerably increased, there has been a
large increase in the average attendance
in Ollr State schools. In my Budget
statement I made that plain, but I cannot remember the figures now. Honorable members will see that while it is true
that our expenditure for this financial
year, as compared with the previous year,
shows an inerease of £27,4~2, '£10,000 of
which is accounted for by the items I
have alluded to, there is also an in
creased number of schools open, and an
iucref1.se in the average attendance.
Mr. MUHRAY.-And there must be increased accommodation in the presen.t
schools.
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Mr. FINK.-That would occur in any
event.
Mr. McKENZIE.-£45,OOO appears on
the Estimates for buildings.
Mr. MURRAY.-I think you would reqnire a general increase of expenditure if
you make the cbsses more nUfl1erous.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Whether we have
this measure or not, we ought to educate
all our children. No doubt there has been
a great leakage somewhere. It is only
fair to take that into calculation in dealing with the Bill. The honorable member
for Grenville (Mr. Sadler) in dealing with
a small scho()l in the sixth class, said that
the cost of educating each child in that
school would amount to 3s. lOd. per week.
It is just as well for country members to
remember, when they attack expenditure
in the city, that the great cost of Ol1f
educational system is in the country.
Mr. ::McKENzIE.-That is not our fault,
but our misfortune.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Quite true, but the
great cost is caused primarily by the great
number of small schools in the country.
The honorable member for Grenville says
that the cost for each child would be 3s.
10d. per week. -I have worked that out
and it comes to £198, or, say, £200 a year
for a school of twenty scholars. The fact
is, however, that it would only cost from
£100 to £110 to work that school.
Mr. SADLER.-It would be in the fifth
olass.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The figures are rather
confusing, but this is the table that has
been presented to me by the officers who
have prepared it. I have made a note of
a number of other points, but I do not
want to weary honorable members. The
measure, as honorable members can very
clearly see, is one entirely for committee,
and the fullest information will be circulated by the Government. In fact, my
colleague, the Minister of Public Instruction, has already obtained c'ertain tabu·
lated information, some of which I have
quoted. What we propose to do is to
circula,te this information among honorable members, together with explanatory
memoranda, explaining what the effect of
each clause is. I have received many
letters of a complimentary character from
teachers with reference to the Bill, but
some of them raise certain points which
were absolutely inaccurate when the
mea~Ul'e was explained.
Therefore, in
the best interests of the measure
and in order to facilitate public business I
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would ask honorable members to pass the
sec{)nd reading this evening, atld go
formally into committee. The information
to which I have referred will then be
circulated among honorable members, and
if any further information is desired I am
quite sure that the Minister or his officers.
will be ready and willing to supply it.
Mr. IRVINE.-I think the House is
indebted very much to the Premier for
the explanation he has given of this Bill
t-o-night. I must confess that my own
mind was in a rather hazy condition as to
the contents of these two Bills, and their
relation to each other. They appear to
be twins of very unequal size. I must say
that I am not very much impressed by the
financial difficulty raised, although I did
feel so at first when the honorable member
for Grenville (Mr. Sadler) brought forward
the calculations he had made. With one
or two exceptions I take it that the
passage of these Bills, ot either of them,
does not commit us to any serious
expenditure-that it is really a kind (If
skeleton which will have to be clothed
with flesh and blood when we come to
deal with the Estimates in Committee of
Supply. Of course, when the time comes
to discuss the Estimates, we shall have to
consider how far we ought to go. But
there is another aspect of the case which
gives me, I won't say apprehension, but.
It apP(ears from the·
some thought.
explanations made by the honorable
member for Jolimont and by the Premier,.
thatthe passage of these two Bills virtually
means the adoption by the House in globo·
of the report of the Royal Commission on
Technical Education.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Only so far as it relates
primarily to payment by results.
Mr. IRVINE.-Practical1y all the re ..
commendations of the commission as toprimary schools are adopted.
Mr. FINK.-Yes, largely.
Mr. IRVINE.-l do not want to say a
word against that report, for the very good
reason that I have not yet had an opportunity of reading it. I think that in that
respect I am in the same position as many
other honorable members. According to
those who have studied it, the report
contains a number of very valuable
suggestions, and certainly 'the commission
has conducted its work in a very admirable
way. But we are really asked now to·
pass a Bill which, with the one that has
already been passed, is to commit us to·
the adoption of one particular scheme,
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and will have the effect of recasting the
whole of our educational system on certain
definite lines and on certain definite
principles. 'rhat may be perfectly right,
but I would ask honorable members if
they have really had an opportunityoffully
considering, not only these particular
reeommendations, but the alternative
proposals which suggest themselves to
anyone who considers this great question?
I agree thoroughly with the honorable
member for Jolimont that the question of
an increased expenditure of £20,000 or
£30,000 in a matter of this sort, touching
as it does the most absolutely vital
interests of our people, becomes ~L very
secondary consideration. There are, however, several different directions, as I think
the honorable member will admit, in
which educational reform may proceed.
When the whole machinery of education
has been recast, we might consider the
question, for instance, of giving a larger
degree of local control, and many other
matters of that kind, which are too
numerous to mention.
Mr. FINK.-We discussed that in our
last report.
Mr. IRVINE.-I know that, but that
report was only published about a month
ago, and of course it has not been much
the subject of debate in the press or before the public, nor do I think that most
honorable members have gone very fully
into it.
Mr. FINK.-It takes years for a discussion of that kind to...mature.
Mr. IRVINE. - Undoubtedly.
The
matter needs to sink into the public mind,
and we need time in which to turn it
over. I do not desire to oppose the
Premier getting the second reading of this
Bill, but really the second reading will not
mean very much in this case, because
when we come to consider, the question
again in committee, we shall practically
have to discuss the principles upon which
these reforms are advocated. We shall
really have to open up the whole subject
then, and I do not know that it will be a
very wise thing to open up such a discussion in committee. However, if the
Premier desires to get the second reading
()f the Bill to-night, I am not going to say
anything against it. All I wished to ask is,
w hat the honorable gentleman has already
promised, that he will give sufficient time
for consideration, and place all the a vailable material before us, so that we may
arri ve at some general idea, not merely as
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to the particular kind of reform in our
schools adopted in this Bill, but also as to
other proposals; and it would be very
desirable indeed, if, with that information
could be circulated some synopsis of the'
last report.
Mr. FINK.-The Government might reprint the synopsis which your Government circulated.
Mr. IRVINE.-That woulf.!. be a very
u'seful thing to enable honorable members.
to get at a glance the character of the'
pr<i>posed reform, and the other alternative
proposals. I hope that this measure will be
allowed to pass the second reading.
Mr. BARBOUR.-In dealing with this.
important matter, I desire to congratulate
very sincerely and hcartily the Minister
of Public Instruction and his colleagues t
for the great care and thought they have
bestowed 01'1 this Bill. I take it that this.
is one of the most important subjects
that can occupy the attention of thinking men in any community, and I feel
that the result of the Ministry's work
in connexion with this measure is
worthy of all praise. Care and attention show themselves in almost every part
of the Bill, W hich grapples with, and, in
most cases, solves, many of the problems
that have hitherto been either evaded or
avoided. While doing that, and having
such a high ideal, it deals with matters of
a practical character, and altogether it
seems to me to be a most thoughtful and
statesmanlike production.
In several
directions it points out the duty of
parents, in others it shows the rights of
childrcn. Again, it carefully safeguards the
interests of the State, and altogether controls, in a more thorough way, our
educational system throughout its ramifications. The provisions of this Bill,
whether considered in detail or as a
whole, are of a liberal and sagacious
character. The raising of the age to
which pupils may go to the State schools
from thirteen to fourteen years is a very
wise and worthy proposal. In the last
year or two that a boy goes to school, he
j nst begins to appreciate the advantages of
his surroundings. The number of schools
which the Minister proposes to inaugurate
of a character indicating breadth and
grasp of the subject, is very satisfactory.
vVe are told that we are to have continuation schools, schools for the feeble-minded,
schools for truants, schools for neglected
children, schools for the blind, cookery
schools, and also schools for teaching
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domestic economy and manual training,
altogether showing that the Government
intend to equip the boy of the future for
the battle of life very well indeed. I take
it that he will be an enviable lad
who goes through this curriculum successfu lly, and in a position far more to be
en vied t.han that of his ancestors. That is
a step in the right direction, because the
man of the future will have to be able,
not only to read and write, but also to
lUse both his hands and his head. The inaugurationofasystem witha director of education at the head will be watched with much
;interest, putting as it does in the hands
-of one man an autocratic power, which I
-confess I am willing to risk for some little
time, as an experiment, in 0rder to see
how it acts. I think it wOllld be well that
we should try an experiment in this
direction, but that we should curtail the
power of the director of education by the
excision of the drag-n.et words. "or otherwise" in the clause whichappoints him, and
.confine his powers to the powers conferred
by this particular measure, not giving
him powers otherwise prescribed, which
may mean anything and everything CDut:side this Bill. I think it would be well to
place the control of the Education departll1ent in the hands of a skilful educationist. The proposal in claus8 5 to bring
the secondary and other schools under the
.control of the Education department, as to
the standard of education, must tneet with
the approval of all who have paid any
attention to snch institutions. It will
give to those schools that are efficient and
capable a standard and stamp of efficiency,
which at present they are without, while
those who are unable to corne up to that
standard will of course have to fall in the
rear. 'J~he excellent. pruvision for dispensing
with or abolishing the system of paylllent by results will meet with the
approbation not only of all those
who have given thought to the subject of eduoation, but likewise of the
teachers themselves. I feel satisfied that
our system of teaching children, in battalions or regiments, the same weary round
of something whieh, perhaps, five out of ten
of them have neither aptitude for n'or iuterest in, is one that wants great amendment, and the course proposed is a step ill
that direction. ffhe many wise and farseeing provisions of the State School
Teaohers Bill must commend themselves
t~ honorable members.
There is one which
I venture to think might he amended,
lvlr. Barb01tr.
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in respect to the appointment of the third
classifier. I think that the head teacher
\"hu is to be appointed a classifier
should be elected by the tea.chers themselves, so that the teachers and inspectors may not be altogether under the
command and control of the officers of the
department, who, perhaps, have not the
detailed knowledge or synlpathy with their
parti\lular profession that a man elected
from amongst the teachers themselves
would have.
The appeals from the
teachers in reference to complaints which
may arise under this measure, wCHld, I
venture to think, be better settled and
solved by the Public Service Board than by
the proposed special appeal board. Under
the present Act, the teachers can inspect
and take cc>pies of the records in the department ill connexion with their own
careers for any purpose at all. That, I
think, is a wise provision, and I would
like to see an amendment made in connexion with' the opportunity of inspecting
the records the teaehers may have under
sub-clause (5) of clause 14, which provides
that'
Any teacher, for the purpose of supporting
any appeal made by him to the said special
hoard, shall be entitled to inspect the record of
the department relating to him, and to take a
copy thereof.

I trust that that will not be insisted on,
but that a teacher may be allowed to take
a copy of his record for any purpolie
whatever as at present. In clause 22,
sub-clauses (3) and (4), it is provided
thatFor the purpose of -transfer, all head
teachers and as!::istant teachers desirous of
transfer shall register with the classifiers a list
of all schools and positions in order of preference to which they are willing to accept transfer
if nominated.
For the purposes of promotion all head
teachers and assistant teachers eligible for or
desirous of promotion shall register with the
classifiers a list of all schools and positions in
their order of preference to which they are
willing to accept promotion if nominated.

I think that that is not only eircuitous,
but unnecessary. I prefer the provision
which now exists, whereby teachers in all
schools throughout the State can find out
from the Go'vernrnent Gazette notices, circulated to every school in the land, what
classes and schools are vacant. Those
teachers who desire transfers can thus
secnre their object much more easily
than they will be able to do under the
provisions of this Bill. That would be
fair and equitable to all- the greedy
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self-l:!eeker alld the retiring unassuming
man alike.·
Mr. GURR.-The present system works
out very badly.
Mr. BARBOUR.-Indeed ~ In theory
it seems to be all right. All teacher::;
who consider themselves eligible for vacant
positions have an opportunity of applying
for them, so that the department has the
widest possible field of selection. It; seems
to me that sub-clause (4) of clause 31 might
very well be left Ollt. In the Act of 1883
teachers rose with their schools. If that
principle is followed it will involve no extra
cost to the department. It seems to me
to provide for a fit recognition of ability,
and it is one ofthose equities which should
not be ruthlessly set aside. It is .. he hope
of reward that sweetens toil, and in my
judgment teachers should rise with their
schools. 'Vby should the heart; of' a
teacher be taken out of him by finding,
after he has brought a school to a high
piteh of perfection, that another teacher,
I[ Ilalified by SOIlH:1 technical process, has to
take his place, and he himself has to go to
fresh fields and pastures new and do the
same thing again to some one else 1 I feel
sure that encouragement in this direction
would be advantag~ous alike to the
teacher and the taught. The heart of the
man will be more thoroughly in his work
as he is more and more appreciated. I
may be wrong, but I think there is a slip
in sub-clause (2) of clause 45, which provides that,If the fixed salary paid to a teacher is between
the minimum and the maximum rates provided
for his class in the said schedule, :mch teacher
shall, for the purposes of subdivisiona.l promotioll, be deemed to be in the subdivision next
lower to the fixed salary paid to him, and such
teacher shall not be eligible for suhdivisiomtl
promotion until twelve months lmve elapsc(l
from the date of his previous sub divisional promotion or appointment to his class.

I would suggest that the word "lower"
be struck out, and the word ",higher"
inserted. Surely that must be int€nded,
because it is more iR accord with the
spirit of the report of the Public Service
Hedassification Board. A member of the
public service employed in work inferior
to his own classification does not get his
salary reduced, but marks time, nntil he
gets into the class of work he i::; pa.id for;
but in the case of the teacher, according
to the provision I have j u~t quoted, he
seems to go back a year. The adoption
of my suggestion will l'nakc 110 difference
whatever in the first yea.r of the teacher'~
Se8sion 1901.-[169.]
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career, nor will it increase the cost in
connexion with thi::; measure for the first
twelve months. Moreover, it will be con·
sistent with the payment of other public
servants throughout the State. I see no
reason why there should be exceptional
treatment of the teacher, who occupies a
position which is perhaps one of the noble3t
in the land. The poet Thomson has told
llS that it is aDelightful task! to rear the tender thought,
To teadl the young idea how to shoot.

I confess \hat my observation of it ha.s
shown me that that weary grind is anything but delightful, but all the same, it
certainly is a noble task, and one that i~
worthy of every encouragement on the
part of this House. I venture to think,
with .;;tIl respect to those who make out
that it is goiBg to cost a.great deal, that
it will be one of the best investments that
this Legislature has ever made if it call
bring OLlr system of education abreast of
the time, and pOl'hap::; ahead. of it, becanse,
in a Bill which will probably come before
ns shortly, I take it that a COl1.1pletillg
link to these primary schools, in the shape
of tech'1ical schools, will be submitted to
\lS, and unless we can encourage them by
Ii beral means we shall not be able to
hold our own with other nations who
recognise, as they do, that the most
scientific training both of hand and eye i::;
necessary in order that they may hold
their own in these keen times. We, if we
wish to hold our own with other nations,
must bo eqnn,lly liberal, and I make bol(l to
place this even amongst that clasl:! of investments which are sometimes called reproductive works. rrhis, I venture to
think, will be one of the best and most
Ilseful reproductive works that we could
invest in, for weshall be putting those who
come after llS in a po::;iti0n to fight the
battle of life far better than we ha vo boen
able to do ourselves.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
',ud committed PTO Jonna.
Progress having been reported,
Mr. McKENZIE asked if it was proposed to take these two Bills on Tuesday~
Mr. PEACOCK stated that the better
\yay, in order to give time to get theso
documents circulated., and to allow honorable members to receiYe a,ild study them,
would be to take the Bill::; in committee
on Thursday next. They were in the
hands of the Government Printer now, but
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unfortunately Saturday was only a halfday and Monday was a holiday.
Mr. McKENZIE. - Say next Tuesday
week.

Mr. PEA.COCK said he would try and
meet the wishes of honorable members as
far as possi ble, by leaving over the further
consideration of these Bills until Thursday
next.
'rhe SPEAKER.-The House appears
to be under a misapprehension. The other
Bill is also down for Tuesday next, but
honorable members should remember that
the Government have the arrangement of
their own business. I may point out that
the whole of the orders of the day, from
Nos. 1 to 22, are down for consideration
to-day, but honorable members know that
t hey will not be all dealt with to-day or
even next Tuesday. This Bill may be
put down for Tuesday, but the Government will not go on with it on that day if
it is not convenient.
Mr. McKENZIE said the House would
like to know when these measures were
likely to come on.
Mr. :PEACOCK,-On Thursday next.

Q UEENSCLIFF LAND RESUMPTION
BILL.
Mr. DUGUAN moved the second read·
ing of this Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
~rhe Bill was then read a second time,
<tlld committed.
On clause 1,
Mr. DUGGAN said the questiolJ. for
the second reading had b€len put somewhat hurriedly, and it was due to the
House that he should say a word or two
in introducing this Bill. He proposed to
do so on the third reading. This was a
formal measure, to which he knew the
HOLlse would agree; but, as a matter of
courtesy, an explanation was due to the
House.
~rhe Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment.
Mr. DUGGAN moved the third reading
of this Bill. He said it was a formal
rlleasure brought forward to carry out a
promise made by his predecessor in office,
~Ir. McColl.
It was for the purpose of
gi ving the municipality of Queenscliff the
privilege of selling a market reserve that
was not and would not be used for that
purpose in that district, and applying the
moneys that would be derived from the
sa.le of these two quarter-acre allotments,
which aggregated about half-an-acre, to the

Resumpt~on .B~li.

erection or purchase of buildings ror court
and municipal purposes. That was the
wInole effeot of the Bill, which would carry
out a very worthy promise made by his
predecessor.
Mr. McKENZIE expressed the opinioll
that this was a new departure. The Bill
provided for selling Crown la.nds for the
purpose of erecting buildings with the
proceeds. He did not think there was
any precedent for that.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There are many.
Mr. McKENZIE said he did not think
the House had eTer passed a Bill of this
description before. He had even heard
very serious objection taken to the selling
of reserves for the purchase of another
piece of land, but it seemed to Le a new
departure to sell Crown lands and to erect
buildings with the proceeds.
Mr. DUGGAN.-And purchase othor
land.
Mr. McKENZIE said he thought the
honorable gentleman said to erect some
buildings.
Mr. PEACOCK.-'rO do that as well.
Mr. McKENZIE said he did not think
there was any precedent even for that.
He had not time to consider it fully, but
at first blush it seemed to him to be
possible for dangers to arise from such a
practice, \vhich might be open to abuse
in the future.
The motion was agreed \0, and the Bill
was read a third time.
MARINE ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The amendment made in this Bill ill
eommittee was considered and adopted.
Ou the motion of Sir SAMUEL G [1.LOT'l\ the Bill was then read a third time.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOT'r (in the absenco
of Mr. ·W·. H. WILLIAMS) drew attention to
ClatlSC 2, which was as follows : In section 188 of the Marine Act 1890, tho
:ollowing words shall be and the same are
:lereby repealed, namely :-" Provided that any
~)ilot or exempt master may within one month
~tfter such cancellation or suspension appeal to
the Governor in Council, who may confirm 01'
Jisallow such cancell~~tion or suspension," ant!
the words " Provided that any master, mate, or
engineer holding a certificate, whether of colllpetency or service pilot or exempt master, may
within one month after such cancellation 01'
sllspension appeal to a Judge of the Supreme
Uourt, who may confirm or disallow or vary
such cancellation or suspension, and may make
,mch order as to costs as he thinks fit," arc
hereby substituted.

J.1farin~

Act

F~trth(,r

[7 Nov., 1901.]

He moved'I'hat all the words after "suspension" (line
7) to the end of the clause be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT (in the absence
of Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS) drew attention to
sub-clause (1) of clause 3, which pr(')vided
that a Court of Marine Inquirysb.ould have
power to staie a case for the opinion of
the Supreme Court, and moved• That the following words be added to the
sub - clause :-" And every such special case
shall a.fter it has been prepared by the said
Court of Marine Inquiry be transmitt,ed to the
Prothonotary, who shall cause the same to be
set down for argument before a Judge of the
Supreme Court, and as soon as the opinion of
the said Judge has been given upon any
such special case the Prothonotary shall cause
the same to be drawn up and shall transmit the
same to the Court of Marine Inquiry, and the
said Court of Marine Inquiry shall give their
decision in accordance with the opinion given
in the special case."

'fhe amendment was agreed to.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT proposed the
following new clauseA. (1) A sum at the rate of £650 per annum
shall in each financial year be paid out of the
consolidated revenue for the purpose of remunerating the members of the board, and the
said sum is hereby appropriated accordingly.
(2) Out of the said sum, at the rate of £100
per annum, shall be paid in each financial
year to the president, and the remainder of
the said sum shall be divided by the Minister
amongst the members of the board other than
the president in such proportion as the Minister
may determine, not exceeding £1 for each
member for each sitting of the board attended
by him.

Lt.-Col. REA Y asked the AttorneyGeneral if he would tell the House what
was intended by this clause 1 He said it
looked lik€ payment for some services not
yet explained.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT stated that
the llew clause had been prepared on a
promise which had been made to the
House that the metnbers of the Ma,rine
Board should be given remuneration at
'half the rate which used to be paid.
Some years ago £1,300 was the annual
St,lm paid to the members of the board,
but in consequence of retrencIrment that
provision was repealed. Now, however,
in accordance with the wishes of the
House, the Government proposed to give
the members of the board half the old
amount, and he had prepared this clause
granting £650 per annum, out of which
the president was to reoeive £100 per
annum. If the honorable member would
compare section 50 of Act 1165, he
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would see that the old rates were double
those now proposed.
The clausb was agreed to.
The Bill was then ordered to be returned to the Legislative Council.
MEAT SUPERVISION ACT 1900
AMENDMENT BILL.
. The House went into committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Mr. McKENZIE said there were several
mem bers absent who wished to speak 011
the Bill.
Members had helped the
Government very well to-night, and he
hoped the Premier would agree to ad.
journ.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE expressed the
hope that the Government wOlilld alree to
the suggestion made. There were some
country members absent who wished to
speak on this Bill.
Mr. PEACOCK said that honorable
lllem berti blamed him if he did not go ou
with the work. He could not tell honorable members when particular business
was coming on. He knew that some
hOl1orable members wished to move
amendments in this measure, but it was
ratber early yet to adjourn. He was
agreeable to have progress reported, and
to proceed with the second reading of the
Vegetation Disea~e8 Act 1896 Amendment
Bill. Members were beginning to think
that they had ogly to sit one night and a
half every week.
Mr. McKENZIE said he understood
that the Minister of Agriculture would
f:!imply explain the Bill, and that the
debate on the second reading would then
be adjourned.
Mr. PEACOCK.-If the House desires it,
but I don't think anyone will object to
the Bill.
Mr. McKENZIE said there were severul
country members absent who were interested in this matter also.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE observed that
he had not taken up any time by speaking to-night. The honorable member for
Gippsland CeI,ltral came round to the
opposition side of the House, and asked
who was going to speak on the Education
Bill. He (Sir John McIntyre) said that
he and others were quite prepared to
rema.in silent on the understanding that
the Meat Supervision Act Amendment
Bill would not be proceeded with tonight. A lot of work had been done, and
under the circumstances there should be·
a little give and take.
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Mr. SMITH. -The Government are going
on with another Bill.
Mr. MORRISSEY movedThat progress be reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
VEGErrATION DISEASES ACT 1896
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. MORIUSSEY moved the second
reading of this Bill. He said-This Bill is
a short one for the purpose of amending
the Vegetation Diseases Act 1896. As
honorable members are aware, that Act was
passed for the purpose of ohecking the
Hpread of insect pests, or diseases that
affect the vegetation of Victoria.
Of
recent years honorable mernbers ar..:
aware, doubtless, that considerable havoc
and destruction have been wrought by
insects and various pests in the orchards.
rrhe principal Act was found to fall short
in enabling thof:le engaged in its administration to effectively cope with the spread
of disease and to properly check it. It
has been feund necessary to introduce thi::;
Bill, which contains some new provisions,
as well as amendments in the principai
Act. At the present time it is found that
if, for instance, an orchard is infected with
disease, if fruit trees are offered for sale
that are known to be diseased, if fruit is
exposed for ~ale that contains insects or
fungi, a most roundabout course has to
be pursued to enable the inspector to
seize Qr condemn or check the spread of
the disease that the trees, plants,or fruit
R.l'e known to be infected with. An order
h:ts to be obtained by the inspector from
the Minister. In this Bill power is asked
to enable the inspector, on his own volition,
to take the necessary action to enable
him to check the spread of disease throllgl.
the various agencies by which it is now
spread.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Have you the
inspectors to do the work ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-There is no necessity to incre:\se the nUal bel' of the in
spectors. Clause 2 of thi~ Bill statesIn section 2 of the Vegetation Diseases
Act 1896, in the interpretation of the word
"fungus" after the word "whatever," there
shall be inserted the words" whether dead or
alive;" and in the interpret~~tion of the word
"insect" for the words" in whatever stage of
existence the same may be," there shall be substituted the words "whether dead or in any
stage of living exist~nce."

It is found necessary to use the words
"whether dead or alive." I shall illustrate

I
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the necessity of the use of these words.
At the present time large quantities
of oranges are imported from the
other States, and it is frequently found
that they are covered with insects, scale
or fungi; but under the principal Act,
before an inspector can take action in
seizing a,nd condemning this fruit, or in
instituting a prosecution againsll those
who offor it for sale, he has to prove that
the insects on the oranges are alive.
They may be dead, and render the fruit
absolutely unfit for consumption, yet
there is no power under the Act to take
action. This is why we have inserted
the words" dead or alive."
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-They are ugly
words; could you not get better words ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Clause 3 prohibits
the sale of diseaf:!cd trees or plants. Under
tho Ac~ there is IJO power to prohibit the
sale of diseased plarlts, trees, or YcgetableH,
except by the order, goneral or specific, of
the Minister. If in a public market, or
in a private salesman's room, vegetables,
trees, or fruit are offered for sale and
known to be infected with scale, fungi, or
insects, no action can be taken by the
inspector under the Act. Power is given
for such action to be taken by this clause.
~fr. MEl'HVEN.-Who has to determine
whether the fruit is infected with scale ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-I should say thc
inspector. Clause 3 statesIf any person sells, or attempts to sell, or
expoilcs for sale, or allows or causes to be sold,
or exposed for sale, any diseased tree, plant, 01'
vegetable, he shall, for every such offence, he
liable, on conviction, to a penalty not exceeding
£20.

I do not think there is any hardship in this
provision; it is a reasonable one, aud it is
absolutely necessary to prevent the spread
of disease and the conveyance of diseaf-ed
fruit tree~ all over the State. In this
case a.n ounce of prevention is worth mallY
tons of cures.
Mr. METHVEN.-Suppose a man adver~
tises 20,000 trees for sale in Collins-street,
will you selld an il1i:5pector down to see
whether they are free from disease or
not ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.--If it were found
necessary the inspector will have the
power, under this clanse, to go there and
make the inspection, and if he found they
were diseased, power is given to condemn
them.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It is very desirable
that he should im;pect such trees.
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Sir J OIIN McINTYRE.-He would be
liable to a penalty of £20 if he offered
such trees for sale.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Yes, that is right. .
Sir JOlIN McIN1'YRE. -The man might
he ignorant of the fact that there was
disease in the tree, and yet he will be
liable to the penalty.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Clause 4 enables
an inspector to have free access to any
markel, stall, shop, or stana, where trees,
pbnts, or vegetables are exposed for saleat presoot that power does not exist to be
exercised by an inspector - and to
exanline . trees, plants, or vegetables
offered for sale in that way. Clause 5
gives power to an inspector, if he is of
npinion that any tree, plant, or vegetable
inspected by him is diseased, to direct the
owner, 01' person for the time being in
charge, to take all such measures, or
do all such acts as the inspector determines to be necessary for the eradication
or destruction of such disease. But the
claus" provides that the inspector shall
not, except with the express consent of
the owner, 01' with the express authority
of the Minister, direct the destruction of
any tree, plant, or vegetable. Honorable
members will see that there is no despotic
power given to the inspeGltor. He acts
subject to instructions from the Ministel', or if the owner of the property
consents, as has occasionally been the
case, he can order the destruction of
the disea.sed tree, plant, or vegetable.
Only reeently, in my own district,
ill the Goulburn Valley, it was supposed
that disease existed in a nursery. An
inspector was sent up there and he found,
unfortunately, that such was the case. He
pointed out what would have to be done
by the owner, and the owner at once consented to have the whole of the trees
destroyed. Of course, ·if the owner had
not consented to that, autbority would
have had to be obtained from myself, and
the destruction would have taken place.
Hilt the owner was only too pleased to give
q nie~ consent rather than that any undue
publicity should be given to the matter,
as it would have practically destroyed
hi::; business, perhaps, later on as a
nnrseryman. I think honorable membel'S should assist the Government
to have the amendments proposed by
this measure placed on the statute·
book as soon as possible. We hear from
all parts o£ the State nurserymen complainillg that a thorough rigid examination
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of the causes of the decayof fruit trees that
has taken place throughout the State should
be made. It is known that this arise::;
through the operation of fungi or othor
pests which aff'eet orchanl::;, and the
earlier we give po\ver to check the sprea<1
of disease the better it will be for the
orchardists of the State, in whose interest~
this Bill is introduced.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE. - This 1H
apparently a very small measure, but it
strikes me that it is a very drastic one
and a very dangerous Ol1e to many of our
smaller orchardists. 'Wo all admit thc
(lesirabilit,y of saving the mass of the
fruit and vegetable product::; of the State,
Imt clause 3, 011 rea.ding it over casually,
strikes me as very drastic indeed. It
provides thatNo person shall sell or attempt to sell Ol'
expose for sale or cause to be soh1 or expose(l
for sale, any diseased tree, plant, or vegetable.

Mr. ME'l'HvEN.-Quite right.
Sir JOHN McIN1'YHE. - But, in the
first place, you should a::;certain that the
person doing this is doing it wilfully. The
disease may be in the plant, and he may
not have the slightest know ledge of the
fact, yet he is liable to the penalty.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Is it not well to contine the sale of these trees :lnd plants to
those who have knowledge of them and of
what disease i::; ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Sub-clttmiC
(2) of the same clause provides thatIf any person sells, or attempts to sell, 01'
exposes for sale, or allows or causes to be sold 01'
exposed for sale, any diseased tree, plant, m'
vegetable, he shall for e\'ery such offence he
liable on cOllviction to a penalty not exceeding
£20.

r

presume that the word "vegetable"
would cover fruit.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Quite right.
SIr JOHN McINTYRE.-If it cover..,
fruit, then what is the position in my
district ~ "\Ve have a great number or
very important orchards thore, and the
orchardists are continually sending awny
during the season cases of fruit of all
kinds~apples, oranges, and lemons. Soml'
of the finest apples in' the whole of Am;
tralasia come down from there, but under
thIS Bill, if a man sends down any fruit
with disease in it, although he has not the
slightest knowledge of the fact, he is lia.ble
to a penalty of £20. I certainly do not
think that the Bill should go further than
the committee stage this evening, and I
ask the Minister in charge of it to pause
before attempiing to push it through.
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I do not know if he intends to dG more than
go into committee on the Bill to· night.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-It is hardly worth
delaying this small measure. What do
you propose should be ~mbstituted for
clause 3 ~
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-I do not
like several of the terms used in the Bill,
and .I would ask the Minister not to proceed with it through committee to-night.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Ob, let us get on and
get some work seni to another place.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-A little while
ago it was understood that the Minister
\\'a:::; only going to give an explanation of
the Bill to-night.
Mr. PEAcocK.-No protest has come in
against the Bill.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-The Bill was
only placed in the hands of honorable
members to-night.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It has been circulated
for weeks.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-A measure is
only brought under the notice of honorable members when its second reading is
moved. I consider that if any honorable
member c<Dmmits himself to the acceptance
of clause 3, he will be making a very
serious inroad on the rights of those who
;2TOW apples, oranges, and other fruits
throllghout the State.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Why the orchardists
~sked for the measure in their own
interests.
They pressed it on the Go
vernment.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-What orchardists ~
Mr. PEAcocK.-The orchardists throngh·
out the State.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE. - Can the
Pl'emiermentiononefrom the wholeMaldon
district, which is the most important
orchard district in the whole State 1 The
honorable members for Castlemaine
district are also interested in this question,
and they are absent just now. I do not
object; to the Bill going into committee,
bllt I object to its going further this
aveIling.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I have followed the
Minister very carefully in his e:x:planatioll
of the Bill, which was clear and lucid. The
object of the measure seems to me to be
entirely good. As to the objection taken
by the honorable member for Maldon, I
think he is altogether too apprehensive. J
cannot see that there is any dal-lger to be
feared, and as to what he has said a.bout
the vendors being made liable I think we
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cannot avoid it. We must make a. man
responsible for selling diseased trees. It
is a most serious thing, but honorable
members must recognise that magistrates
would naturally deal with each case upon
its merits, as would also the inspector. If
it was shown that a vendor had taken all
prec!autions to see that the trees were not
di:::;eased, and yet that notwithstanding all
these precautions they contained disease,
the man would not be dealt with severely.
All laws are subject to the same objection
that the honorable member for Maldon
has raised. A man vending any fruit
or anything else that is diseased, must be
held responsible. You cannot go outside
of that.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-The orchardifits
send down fruit packed up, arid they may
contaiu disease without their having any
know ledge of the fact, yet they are to be
liable to a penalty.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The view I iake is
that it is a most serious thing to vend
fruit trees or fruit that contain disease,
because the man who does so is thereby
scattering disea.se broadcast all over the
State, and he does not know what damage
he may do. You must hold some one
responsible, and surely it is the man who
sells that should be held responsible. He
is the man who is benefited by distributing diseased trees or plants over the State,
and it is his duty to see that the treQR or
plants he sells are not diseased. If it is
shown that he has taken all reasonable
precautions he would get the benefit of.
full consideration from the Minister or the
court. Under these circumstances it does
not appear to me that there is any reasonable objection to the Bill. I kn<i)w that
there are members absent who are interested in the question, but they ha.ve
not entered any objection to the measure,
and for my own part I do not think there
is any reasonable ground of objection to
it.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Members do not
take any objection till the Bill come:::;
before the House.
I t has now come
before us, and I have ra,ised an
objection.
Mr. PEACOCK.-If members object to a
Bill they approach the Government, aDd
110 member has approached the Goverument in opposition to this Bill.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The Bill is entirely
in the interests of the fruit.growers as far
as I can judge. N <:> doubt, some members
interested are absent, but they ought to
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be here, if they wished to take any
objection to the measure. We cannot
object to the Government going on with
one Bill after another. The Government
met us in regard to the Meat Supervision
Bill, and we cannot ask that every other
Bill shall be postponed. There is just
one point to whic&!. I would draw the
Minister's attention, and that is with
reference to exposing for sale any diseased
vegetable. N ow, according to a strict
interpretation of this provision, ordinary
blight would be regarded as a disease, and
surely the Minister would not object to
cabbages with ordinary blight being sold.
I suppose, however, that is not intended.
Mr. SMITH.-I do llIl)t generally interfere with regard to Bills 0f this sort, but
I feel constrained to say, from what I
have read recently, that this measnre has
been asked for, and, after the remarks of
the honorable member for Anglesey, I
think there is no j llSt reason for delaying
it. Another Stute-Vv estern Australiahas decided within tho last few weeks,
after an interval of six or seven years,
that it will receive Victorian fruits there,
provided they can be vouched for as good
and healthy fruits, free from disease.
'rhey have found out in Western Australia
that some of the consignments sent over
have not been all that they ought to be.
lf this should continue, they will re-enact
those regulations. I know they have
been enforced since I was there five year~
ago, very much to the detriment of the
health of the people in Western Australia"
It is in the interest of our growers of fruit.,
and of the people here who are getting a
living in dealing with the fruit, that the
fruit should be as healthy and good as
possiLle. Another point I would like to
point out in connexion with this Bill is
that, for years and years past, the custOlll
has been, as everyone knows, in October
and November, for the House to pll t
through these small measures, and not
postpone everything. It seems as if some
honorable members desire to remain here
until the hot months. After the experiellce of this afternoon and to-night, it
is enough to make tho~e who sit on this
(the Ministerial) side of the House, cross
over to the ot.her side.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YHE.-That is always
the warm side.
Mr. SMITH.-The heat has been overpowering.
.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YHE.-Come to the cold
shades.
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Mr. SMITH.-The temperature ha~
been too much for us, and I do not know
how the gentlemen in the gallery sat it
out. We have been glad to get outside
occasionally. I, for one, would rather see
the business got on with a little more
quickly, in order that we may not be
compelled to sit during the hot month~.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I desire to
support this Bill, and I hope the Government will not lend themselves to these
continual adjournments, which have occurred week after week after the hour of
half-past ten p.m. has been reached, when
no new business can be taken. 'l'hese adjournments have occurred especially 011
private members' night. I hope that this
Bill will not be the last of the legislation
in the interests of pure food, for that i! a
class of legislation which is as important
for the people as almost any other kind of
measure. Adulteration of food causes
diflease. Any honorable member who ha~
gone to the New South ,Vales stations has
::;een the cod.lin n.'I.oth in most of the
apples that have becn placed on the
tables; and from the scale upon them,
nearly all the oranges that we sec must
have been the leavings from another
market. It would be better to pay a little
more and have the guarantee of a better
article. This is one of the best Bills that
have been before the House, and I intend
to give it every support.
The motion was agreed to.
'l'he Bill was then read a second time
and committed.
Oil clause ?', amending the interpretatiOl:t in Act No. 1432 of the words" fungus"
and "insect,"
Lt.-Col. REAY said that he would
like the Minister to tell the committee
why in one part of the clause use was
made of the language, "whether dead or
in any stage of living existence"1 In one
place the term "whether dead 01' alive"
was used.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that in the interpretation clause of the priucipal Act,
" insect" meant any insect whatever which
the Governor in Council might from time
to time, by proclctmation in the Government
Gazettp" declare to be an insect withiu the
meaning of the Act, and included. any
such insect in whatever stage of existence
it might be. That implied that if frnit
trees or vegetables were infected it
would have, to be proved, before they were
condemned, that they had the insect. ill
s~me stage of living existenae.
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Mr, McKENZIE remarked that if it
was found that the disease was there at
all, whether the im;ect were alive or dead,
it would be a reasonable presumption that
the living germ might be there in connexion with it.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that it would be
a,lrnol:lt certain that the living germ would
be there.
On clause 3, prohibiting the saJe of
diseased trees, plants, or vegetables, and
prescribing the penalty for selling or expo~ing for sale snch articles,
Sir JOHN McINTYRE remarked that
he would] ike to see the clause amended
to provide that a person should Dot" knowingly sell" or attempt to sell these diseased
articles.
Mr. PEACOCK said thai without the
provision:;; of this clause there would be a
difficulty in proving a case. This difficulty
had been experienced in connexion with
the factory legislation.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE': said that the
man might be the most innocent person
in the world, and be desirous of selling
only sound articles.
Mr. PEAuocK.-In that case he would
not be prosecuted, or would 'be fined Is.
Sir JOHN MclNTYHE said that it was
all verv well to talk about the intention
uf the;e provisions, but it was found that
the courts gave such clauses their full
legal interpretation.
Mr. I)EAcocK. -This provision is similar
to the provisions of sections of other Acts.
rrhe Bill was reported without (l,mendmont, amI tlw report was adopted.
Mr. PH,E~DEHGAST ~a,id that he desired to poiut ont to the Minister that one
of the defects of this Bill, and in ()thers
which had come before the House, was
that the section which it amended was
not stated on the face of the Bill. "With
regard to clause 2, for instance, which
amended the interpretation section of the
original Act, he did not see why the \\'hol8
of the section should not have been iuserted for the benefit of honorable membors in dealing with the Bill, and also for
the benefit of those who would haye to
use this Act afterwards.
On the motion of Mr. MORRISSEY, the
Bill was then read a third time.
~h.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
rEACOCK moved-

That the House do now adjourn.

Sir .JOIlN McINTYH,f1:': said that he
\yould again appeal to the rrcmicr to

Busine~s.

gi ve up the idea of handing over next
'Vednesday to private members. The
rCl:lult of that would be that nothing
would be done, for it would be unreasonable to expect honorable members to
attend t@ deal with certain measures and
not have a House to deal with th.em, in
consequence of the opening that day of
the exhibition at Bendigo'. The exhibition was one of the most important that
had ever taken place in the State, or
was likely to take place in the State fur
the next 50 years. It was 50 years ago
that the great gold-fields were discovered,
which had led to the State being what it
now was. If this matter had been taken
up by Ballarat, he had no dGHlbt that there
would have been a holiday for the Honse,
and for the whole country. The honorable
members for Ballarat would have taken
good care to have the day declared a public
holiday, and the' Premier himself would
have helped ,hem in the matter. His
(Sir J. Mclntyre's) feelings towards Bendigo were very warm ind~ed, for he well t
there when he was about nineteen yean;; of
age, and for 40 years had been closely
identified with the place, although he now
represented the adjoining constituency of
~laldol1.
He would like to see the Premier
gratify the wishes of Bendigo and the whole
of the people of the State by giving some
other day for private business. A great
11 umber of people were going up to Bendigo
and could not be back until after dinller.
If the House met at 4.30 p.m., it Gould not
l,e expected that there would be sufficient
mem bers in attendallce to proceed with
t he business, because there were not
enough honorable members interc:sted
in private members' business to make a
House.
Mr. FosTER.-Do not you think we are
getting too maIlY holidays ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said that there
were special occasions which should receive
special consideration. If this exhibition
had been held at Omeo, he would
have been inclined to support a propmm,l
(. ;nch a1:! he was now making. He knew
that the feeling of Bendigo, and of the
tmrrounding cuuntry, was favorable to
the House not being kept at work tlmt
day.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that he liked
to listen to the blandishments of the
hOllorablo member for Maldon, but any
this occasion he could not hold out nu
hope of complying withhis request.
1'ho
honorable members for Bendigo, together
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with Mr. McGowan, who was veryactiyo
in this matter, saw him three weeks ago
-on this subject, and he (Mr. IJeacock)
pointed out that it was absolutely impos'sible to agree to an adjournment, there
having been so lllany adjournments
.already. He knew that mauy houorable
members would be present at the opening
·6f the exhibirion, and that the GovernorGeneral would also be present, but all
that he (Mr. Peacock) was able to promise
was that he would take on such business
.as would enable honorable members who
were desirous of being present at t.he
·opening of the exhibition to be in attendance at that function. A special train
would arrive in Melbuurne from Bendigo
.at about 7.30 p.m.
There was a
measure in \V hich the honom ble member
for Eaglehawk was interested, and
that honorable member might lose his
chance of its being t.aken on at all if it
were not proceeded with that day. He
.(Mr. Peacock) hoped that the business
which would be taken 011 would be of such
.a character that the honorable member for
Maldon might lose nothing by visiting
Bendigo and being amongst his old friends.
-Government business would be taken
up to half-past eight p.m. as usual.
Ml'. PHEXDERGAST. - Does the Premier's motion with regard to the early
meeting of the House operate next vVednesday?
Mr. PEACOCK said that he could not
..answer that question at present. He,
however, wanted to get anum bel' of
moaSllres sent on to the other House.
The motion ,vas agreed to.
The House adjourned at sixteen minntes
to eleven o'clock, until Tuesday, Novem·ber 12.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
l 1uesday, Nove1nbe1' 1£, 1901.
The :PREsIDEN~r took the chair at
eighteen minutes to five o'clock p.m., and
read the prayer.
REPllESENTATION OF THE
NORTH-EASTER.N PROVINCE.
The PRESIDENT announced that during the adjournment of the Council he had
issued a writ for the election of a member
to serve for the North-Eastern Province,
in the place of the Hon. John Alston
Wallace, deceased.
Session 1901.-[170]
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ASSEN11 TO BILLS.
The Hon. A. ,\VYNNE presented tl.
message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, intimating that, at the
Government Offices, on the 6th inst., His
Excellency gave his assent to the Wild
Dogs Destruction Bill, the Hawthorn
Loan Bill, the Mining Development Acts
Amendment Bill, and the Pompapicl Land
Resumption Bill.
MONEY LENDERS BILL .
The Hon. A. vVYNNE brought up
report of the select ttOmmittee em
:Money Lenders Bill.
The report was ordered to lie on
table, and be printed .
Subsequently,
The HOll. A. "WY NNE m~ved,
leave-

the
the
the
by

That the House will to-morrow resolve itself
into a committee of the whole to consider this
Bill .

rrhe motion was agreed to.
VICTORIAN GOLD JUBILEE
EXHIBITION.
The HOll. J. STERNBERG called the
attention of the SGlicitor-General to the
fact that on the following day His Excellency the Governor-General would open
the Victorian Gold Jubilee Exhibition at
Bendigo. A large number of honorable
lllem bel'S intended to be present, and he
would ask the Solicitor-Geneml whether it
would 1l0t be possible for the Council to
adjourn over \Vednesuay night 7 Several
honorable members had expressed a desire
to speak on the Old-age Pensions Bill, and
it would be hardly fail' for that measnre
to be proceeded with in their absence. This
was one of the largest exhiLitions ever
held in the Australian States outside of
the large capitals.
The Hon. A. 'VYN:NE.-'Ve have a
large amount of work to go on with, and
I understand tl1ere is a :special train going
up to Bendigo to-morrow, and that 11(11101'able members will be aLle to get back to
town at about half-past ~cven o'cloek ill
the evening.
I think that we might get
on with work that is not important until
half-past six o'clock, and I should bo quite
willing to adjourn the consideration of the
Old-age Pensions Bill until after the
refreshment hour. A large number of
country members have remained in town
week after week in order to do the business of the House, and it is hardly fair to
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adjourning.

Perhaps we n.J.ay see how we get on later

in the evening.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT expressed the
opinion that if the Council adjourned
uutil the return of the special train from
Bendigo on the following evening, it
would meet all purposes.
Honorable
members were all anxious to get on with
work, and he, for one, would be sorry to
be absent when work was being done.
PETITION.
A petition was presented by the Hon.
N. LEVI, from the Co-operative Coupon
Company Limited, praying that the 'frade
Coupons Abolition Bill might be amended
by extending the time when the measure
was to be brought into operation.
TRAINING OF NURSES.
The Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING called the
attention of the Solicitor-General to the
necessity for uniform teaching, and one
central examination board for nurse training schools, and asked that the Government would take action in the matter.
He said that this matter was considered
in the time of the last Government, and
the then Ministe'.' of Public Instruction
promised to do all he could to help forward the object aimed at. He (Dr. Embling) spoke as the chairman of two
boards of e::(amillers, namely, those or the
Castlel1laine Hospital and the Alfred Hos'rhe difficulty at present was
pital.
that ever'y hospital with a nurses'
training school had its own method
or teaching, and its o"\'\'n method of examination. It was desired that all these
schools should be broug'ht under one
board of examiners and have one uniform
method of ten-ching, so that every 11 urse
would have the same tmining as her
sisters. He did not know whether anything could be done in the matter this
session, bu t new nurses were passing into
the ranks of trained nurses every InOlllth,
and the sooner the matter was dealt with
the better.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-'rhis is a subject to which my h0norable friend, Dr.
Embling, has given considerable attentioll,
and which he knows a great deal about.
I shall be very pleased to confer with him
upon it, and to take suggestions from him
to submit to the Government, if he can
spare a few minutes to enlighten me on
the subject.

Old-age Pensions Bill.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL.

'1'his Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of
the Hon. A. WYNNE, was read a first

time.
The Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat the second reading of the Bill be made
an order of the day for to-morrow.

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the
opinion tha.t it would be too soon to take·
the second reading of the Bill next day ..
The measure wa~ one that needed more,
consideration. He understood that it
contained some peculiar clauses, and it
was hardly fair that it should be proceeded with the day after it was introdUGed.
'rhe Hon. A. 'VYNNE said he quite'
admitted that the time was rather short.
The difficulty the Government was in was:
as to the legality of the payments that
were now being made to old-age pensioners. Ministers were anxious to havethese payments validated, and to have the'
sum passed by another place as the
amount of the pension legally fixed. The
payments wen~ at present on a somewhat
higher scale than would be the case if the'
Bill were adopted in its present form.
However, he had no objection to making
the second reading of the Bill an order of
the day for Tuesday next, if that would'
suit the House better.
'1'he second reading of the Bill was then'
made an order of the day for Tuesday,
November 19.
MARINE ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis ..
lative Assembly, 'l'iuh a meisage intimating that they had agreed to the same, with,
amendments.
rrhe amendmeNts were ordered to be
taken into consideration on the following'
Tuesday.
QUEENSCLIFF LAND RESUMPTION
BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis
lative Assembly, and, on the motion of,
the Hon. W. McCULLOCH, was read a
first time.
VEGETATION DISE,!SES ACT 1896
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of
the HOIl. W. McCULLOCH, was read a.
first time.
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ABOLITION

The Hon. A. WYNNE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
honorable members would no doubt remember that SOllle two years ago Sir
Frederick Sargood introduced a Bill on
somewhat similar lines to the Bill now before the House, for the abolition of trade
coupons. The Bill was well received by
this Honse; bllt some opposition was
raised, t1.nd he was one of those who
thought it was only fair that a particular
coupon company should have a hearing,
and he supported the proposal to refer
the matter to a select committee of this
House. The committee was appointed,
and had fourteen 01' fifteen meetings,
examined 73 or 74 witnesses, and dealt
very fully with the matter. Its report
was strongly in favour of passing a Bill
to ~tbolish the coupon system.
The
House abnost unanimously adopted the
suggestion, and passed a Bill; but it was
so uear the end of the session that the
Bill was lost in another place. A deputation from the traders waited on the
Premier some time during the last recess,
and urged him to bring in this Bill. The
feeling amongst traders had been that a
great deal of injury had been done by
the coupon system, and that instead of
benefiting trade, as it was alleged, it had
been quite the other way. This Bill was
brought in as far back as July last, and a
petition had been presented to the Honse,
and circulars sent to members, stating
that the company had not been fairly
treated, as it had Bot received sufficient
notice. The company knew two :years ago
that this House was in favour of abolishing
the system, and the Bill which was now
before the Honse was brought in six
months ago, so that he did not see how
the company could say that it was being
harshly treated. This coupon system
was introduced into some of the United
States of America, and Acts had been
passed to abolish it. Tbe system was
introduced here three or four years ago,
and the bon(i fide traders had all along
complained that it was injuri~g business,
and had been used in an unfair way. As
regarded particular traders who refused
to deal in coupons, a paper had been put
into his hands which showed in one of
the forms of agreement that oue of the
clauses readShouldyou have cause at any time to terminate
your business you may at any time terminate this
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agreement upon giving 60 days' notice HUller
"Public notices," in one or more of our city
papers, and redeeming all your coupons t,elldered to you by the public, in lots of 100, during the said 60 days, either by goods at your
usual values or by cash at 2s. per 100. You
may terminate this agreement at any time and
demand the return of your coupons on payment
for same whenever you cOllsider that the conditions for the same have not been adhered to.
Agreement is for one year.

The company had stated that it would
agree to give these coupons to everybody,
and on turning on the back of the agrep.ment he found a note statingWe agree not to accept J. Burns, grocer,
Mullens-street.

This showed that they had favoured
certain individuals.
The Hon. N. LEvr.-Is that. a recent
case 1
rrhe Hon. A. WYNNE said it was dated
4.12.99. A letter dated 7th February,
1900, proceededContracts: vVe are seuding you some new
forms. If there be much complaint about Red's
values, point out that we have alwCl,Ys pledged
ourselves to certain values, and in absence of
goods at any time when liq uidatillg, we agree
to pay Is. 6d. per 100 for all coupons presented. If men do not stipulate bars, we do
not care for signed contract, the conditions in
pad cover being sufficient.

They proposed, according to this paper, to
rtdeem them at Is. 6d. per 100, the price
of the coupons being 2s. 6d. ; that was
equal to 12s. in the £1, and the Bill proposed that the coupons should be redeemod
at 14s.
In the circular the company
st.ated that they wished to pay 20s. iu
the £1. They only proposed to redeem at
12s. themselves, but when Parliament
took the matter in hand the company
came forward and said it would give 208.
in the £1. It was only to try to bring
discredit on the Bill, he assumed, that
this proposal was brought forward. From
one end of the State to the other nearly
all the storekeepers and traders had formed
assoeiations in the large towns, and he
thought. this House was overwhelmed
with petitions e,m a fgrmer occasion in
favour of the abolition of the system.
rrhe traders aud the merchants ,·"ho dealt.
with the traders felt that an injustice was
being done by this !System. Ministers
were th<»roughly acquainted with the
question, which had been fully discussed
he~e, and the. cOlllmittee wh~ch was appOlUted had gIven valuable mformation.
The question had been well discussed also
in another place, and the company had at
least two years' notice of the intentioll
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of Parliament to pass this Bill. They
had had ample notice, and he did not
see how they were unfairly treated.
The date fixed to bring the measure into
operation was the 1st of January next. It
was six months since the Bill was introduced, and two years had elapsed since the
original Bill was passed by this House.
Every consideration had been given to the
question, and the majority of the traders
had found out how evil the system was.
Many had been forced to take coupons
against their will. If a trader refused,
there was llO doubt that he was boycotted.
The evidence given by Sir Frederick Sargood was that where a grocer was askecl
to take· them and refused, the comvanv
said-" ,ve will squeezeyoll outby ope-ning
011 each side of you."
He thought it was
quite time for Parliament to come to the
relief of those who were treated in that
wav.
rl'he HOll. J. M. DAVIES said he was
one of the select committee appointed on
the CQupont:! Abolition Bill some two
years ago, and he must confess that he
had had some difficulty in making np his
mind on the matter. He had no doubt
whatever that it was desirable that
coupons shmlld not be issued in the way
they were issued and worked by this company. T'he difficulty he had ,vas that, at
the time the company was incorporated
for its purposes, those pUl'poses were not
illegal, and there wa~ the difficulty about
stopping somet.hing that was legal when it
wa.s ::;tarted. Of eonrse in the public interest it was llece::;sary even to do thflt.
'rhen came the question whether the company would not be entitled to some consideration, or compensa.tion, and there was
a clanse at the end of the report, saying
that the committee said nothing whatever
about the question of compensation, ann,
as far as he was concerried, the reason
why nothing was said wa~ because this
House had no power whatever to give
compensation, or even to suggest it. It
was said that the company had had full
notice. It had ill one way aud not in
another. It had had notice that attempts
would be made to put an eud to it. It
had to consider the probabilities and possibilities; but, of course, there was no
complete notice until an Act was actually
passed. This House passed a Bill two
years ago. If that was regarded as notice,
what kind of notice was it, because nothing
had come of it up to the present time ~ It
had no binding force in it, and was not a

Abolitiun Bill.

notice that any company or individual
was bound to regard. He did not know
anything about the facts except what he
had been told; but he was satisfied that
the Bill ought to be passed in the interest
of the trading community. The system
bad proved an evil one, and it ought to be
stopped; but he was informed that this
company, carrying on its business in a
manner tbat was not illegal, had purchased
quantities of g+Jods, some of which were
now on their way out, and that unless it
was allowed to get rid of these goods by
giving them in exchange for conpons, not
only those issued in the past, but to be
issued in the future for a limited time,
it would sUf:ltain great loss. If a company carrying on business, not illegally,
did import goods in the expectation of
disposing of them, and if that company
was to be closed up without. any kind of
compensatioll, it did not see1ll t~ him to
be al together unreasonable to gi ve it some
little time to enable it to get rid of its
goods. Iteference had been made to the
clause relating to the redemption of
coupons. He was totally opposed to that
clause as it stood, for it provided that the
company might redeem its coupons by
paying 14s. in the £1 in cash, or by paying the equivalent. value in goods. 'Vhy
should people who became en titled to
t.hese coupons have their rights cut down
in this way 1 They were entitled now to
get goods to the value of 20s. He supposed that this was intended as a, kind of
compensation to the conlpany.
The Hon. F. S. GRI:mv.t\ DE.-T'he company Hays it does not want it.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES said he did
not care whether it wanted it. or not. It
was not right to pay the comp:l.ny compensation by taking mOlley out of the
pockets of the people who had the
coupons. He would be rather inclined to
give the company a lit.tle extra time before closing it up. The Act might be
brought into force at a later date, and it
should be provided thnt the company
must pay 20s. in the £1 in goods. 'rhat
would be fair to all parties. It did seem
to be un outrage to say, "We are going'
to close you down; you will sustain a
loss by being closed down quickly, bnt we
will make up for that by asking you to pay
only 14s. in the £1, and we will make your
creditOl's, whether willing or not, accept
that 148." He did not think that was
right, and he intended to try and h&ve
the provision amended. At present he
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was inclined to think that the compally
should be given a little longer time, but,
subject to that, he supported the second
reading.
The Hon. cr. C. HiUnVOOD remarked that he also was Olle of the C0n1mittee that sat on the Bill introduced
some two years ago, and hI:: had a very
vivid recollection of the mass of evidence
that wa.s brought before it. That committee was quite unanimous in coming to
the conclusion that the business carried
on by this Coupon COInpany was vicious,
and should be abolished, and abolished
with all possible despatch. The object
of the company really was to s~t shopkeepers by the ears by setting one against
another to compel them to take these
coupons, so that they might pass them on
to the public, and to impose upon credulous periilons who W.3re led to believe that
th~'y were getting sometbing for nothing.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-SO they
were.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said they
were not. They were pa,ying very dearly
for them, and paying through the nose.
lt was only common sense to believe t.hat
the trader who gave bis customers coupons
got it out of them in some way. The
trader either got it by giving the CllStomers inferior goods for the price put
on the article, or by increasing the' price.
In one way or other the person who got
the coupons really suffered, and the
traders suffered becanse they were compelled to have recourse to this in self
defence. There were instances brought
under the notice of the committee, in
which the company had coerced shopkeepers by stating t.hat the trader across
the street would take them.
Many
traders said they snffered keenly and
acutely. 1'he committee came to the
concll1sion that it was in the interests of
the public 'that this system should be
abolished, and the Bill was passed by this
Chamber almost nnanimously. The Bill,
however, did not re~tCh the other Hou!:ie,
and that was how it fell to the ground.
He rejoiced to see that another place had
taken the matter up and passed this Bill.
The only difficulty he had now was that
the Bill was so vaguely drawn that it was
almost impossible to say precisely what it
meant. He was driven to the conclusion as expressed by 011e of the
critics of the Bill that it would not
be a diffieult matter for the Coupon
Cou;}pany, if the Bill were passed in its
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present form, to drive the historical coach
and four through it. His desire was to
tighten the Bill in every wfI,y so as to
prevent the company from driving a
c'ilach and four through it. He could not
agree with Mr. Davies that the company
could have any kil~d of claim on Parliament. Surely it had had abundant notice
two years a.go that it was intended to pl1t
an end to this system as soon as it could
be done by the necessary legislation. The
company could not pretend that it was
taken by surprise. It was knowll very
well indeed, that so far frOUl the company
taking the hint given to it, it had beem.
forcing its business to the utmost extent
since that time, and up to a very recent
period it was advel'ti8ing that it would still
have time to oarry on and was urging the
people to take these coupons, so that the
bnsincl3s might be carried on with increased
vigour. This was what the company was
doing instead of drawing in its horns and
preparing to wind up in a leisurely and
systematic manner. If this propoi'lal came
upon the company to S({)ll1e extent suddenly, it had ollly itself to blame. This
Bill would prevent it from supplying
these coupons in the future to traders,
and would prevent traders from issuing
them, but it did not place any limit on the
time for the redemption of the coupons.
'Whatever the contract might be, it was a
matter to be carried Ol.lt between the compallY and the holders ·of the coupons.
He did not see any neceRsity for legislating in any way ill reference to that.
Tberewould be no grievance ill thatresIJect.
If the company had a quantity of 'goodt:i
coming out, as they said, they had chtlsen
to bring them out in contemplation of
keeping their business going, but they
,vould not suffer much if this Bill became law, becau~e they would still have
their goods, and they had urged over and
over again that the articles they supplied
to holders of COUPOllS were full value,
although the bulk of the evidence given
to the select committee of the Legislative
Council was to the effect that nineteentwentieths of those articles were very
flimsy things indeed, alld that im;teacl of
getting something valuable the holders of
coupons got mere rubbish. 'fhe incol1gruitieR manifest ill the Bill onght to be
obviated. He desired to call the attelltion of the ~olicitor-General to clause 2,
the interpretation clause, which was very
involved. The definition of "sale" was
right enough, but the remaining definitiollR
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" Trader" meaus any· person, firm, or company carrying on allY business who issues trading stamps to custome~s.

Now, the purport of the Bill was to prevent any company supplying these trading
stamps or coupons to traders in the future,
and yet" trader" was only to mean" any
person, firm, or company carrying on
any business, \\' ho issues trading stamps
to customers." Honorable members knew
that, at the commeHcement, the company
went to, say, Mr. Jones, a trader who
had had nothing to do with thern in the
past, to persuade him to take these
coupons. Now, Mr. Jones would not be
a person, firm, or company who issued
trading stamps to customers up to then,
but simply a trader who intended to do
so in future, so that the first transaction between the company and the
trader would Hot come within the definition. If houor::thle members would follow
the clause a little further, they would see
what a tallgled mess the whole thing got
into. After being inf«>rmed that trader
meant "allY person, firm, or company,
carrying on aNY business, who issues trading stamps to customers," they had theu
to see what "trading stamp" meant.
The clause provided that"Trading stam p " includes any stamp,
coupon, CO\'er, package, document, means, or
deyice, supplied by any trading stamp company. or issued by any trader, which entitles
the holder thereof to demand and receive from
any trading stamp company, or from any Pt'!'son. firm, or company, other than the said
trader,- any money or goods.

Therefore, in (.)rder to construe the mean·
ing of "trader" they had to tllrn to the
meanillg of "tradillg stamp," and then go
back to the definition of "tracier." It
was consequently necessary to read one
definition as though it incorporated all
the others. The definition of "trading
stamp" mentioned "trading stamp company," and the next paragraph in the
clause set forth that"Trading stamp company" means and includes any person, firm, or company who
supplies any trading stamps to any trader, and
undertakes to redeem the sallle, or that the
same will be redeemed by giving or delivering
to tIle holder thereof any money or goods.

So that to ascertain the meaning 0f t'>nc
definition thpy had to read another, and
so on. rt was a regular Chinese puzzle.
He did not see that the definition of
"trader" was needed in any shape or form,
and it on"ly confused the measure. Clause 3
lIon. 7'. O. Harwood.
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provided that 110 "person" should, on
the sale of any goods, issue any trading
stampl::l to any person. ""Vhy not use the
word "person" all through the Bill ~
There was no necessit.y to use the word
"trader," and if "persoll:' was substituted
there would be no necessity for a definition of "t,t·ader."
rl'he term "trader"
was nsed in clause 4, but it could be dispensed with there also. Another incollgruity was contained in clause 3, subclause (1), which prOVIded that:No person shall on the sale of any goods issue
any trading stamps to any person.

Thl:lt necessarily meant after the measure
came into force. The Bill provided that
it was to come into <operation on the 1st of
January, 1902. If honorable members
would look at cla.use 4 (the one providing
for the redemption of coupons at 14s. in
the £1), they would find that it Ol;;)ly referred til trading stamps issued" before
the pa,ssillg of this Act," so that there
was a hiatus or gap between the passing
of the Ar.t 9-11d its coming into operation.
The company might go on issuillg Btamps
after the passing of the Bill until the 1st
of January next, and what was to happen
in respect of the coupons issued during
that intel'\'al1 There was no doubt that
the company would force business to the
very utmost, and issue as many coupons
as they could duritlg the period between
the passing and the commencement of the
Act, and the clause relating to the redemption of cOUP<)llS would notapply to the
coupons issued durillg that period. The
Bill must be amended to remedy that defect.
In hiB opinion, the company
ought to be required to cease issuing
coupons immediately on the pas~illg of the
Bill. rrhat was the proper time, because
he did n<lt see that the company would be
placed in any difficulty through the determination of their business at that time,
for they had no real claim, and if they
made a claim, it should not be granted.
Sub-clause (4) of clause 3 was an
anomaly altogether. It provided thatFor the purposes of this section the person
on whose behalf any sale is made by an agent,
assistant, or apprentice shall be deemed to be
the perSOll who eifected the sale; and such
agent, assistant, or apprentice shall be liable
to the same penalty as the person on whose
behalf the sale was made.

Now, there was no penalty for making a
sale. The penalty was on the issuing of
the coupons or trading stamps. That was
the offence.
Therefore, su b-clau8e (4)
was an absurdity. He agreed with the
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principle that if a penalty was to be applied to a shop-owner, it should be made
-applicable to the agent or apprentice of
the shop-owner. He did not know whether
clause 4, which related to the redemption
of couponl:i issued prior to the pa8sing of
the Bill, was intended to be in the interests of the Coupon Company, or in the
interests of the holders of the coupons,
but its whole tenor was to give the company the option to redeem such coupons
by payment of 14s. in the £1, or goods to
an equal value, and yet tho chmse set
forth thatIf the trading stamps issued by the tmder to
.any person have been supplied to such trader
hyany trading stamp company, such trading
stamp company shall he liable to give or deliver
to the holder thereof cash to the value of 14s.
in the £1.

'V ell, if by an Act of Parliament a man
was made liable to do anything, it was
compulsory on and not optional with him
to do it, and if the Government inter!ded
to make it compulsory 011 the Coupon
Company to redeem its coupons or trading
stamps, the clause would need altera,tioll
to make that clear. If the company was
to loe actually liable, its liability should be
put beyond all doubt, but if it was to be
merely at the option of the company, then
the clause should state that the company
should be at liberty to do it. But whether
the compally was to be at liberty to do it,
Dr to bo bound to do it, there should
snrely be a time limit, otherwise all that
the company would have to say to a
man who brought their coupons for redemption, would be, "Oh, eall again next
week, or next month." The Bill shonld
make the company liable to redeem the
coupons OIl present.ation. Clause 4, in
his opinion, was not required at all. The
Bill wonld be more effective if it were
struck out. He did not know why Parliament should go ont of its way to make an
arrangement of that kind with regard to
the contract between the Conpon Company alld the holders of its coupons. 'Vhy
not let the holder be at liberty to enforce
whatever right he had got against the
company, and lei the company meet their
liability? The Bill was a valuable measure,
and should be passed in such a form as to
secure its earlv enforcement. He did not
desire to sec a~1Y further allowance to the
company than was actually necessary. If
the Solicitor-General would look into the
points he had called attention to, he: would
see that the construction of the measure
wa.s faulty, and that it would require
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amet1dment to make it workable and
effective. It shonld certainly be made
binding on the C~npon Company.
The Hon.
H. EMBLING remarked
that the general opinion of the House was
that they ought to pass this Bill which
had now come before them for the second
time. The chief thing the Coupon CompallY wanted was to be allowed time to
avoid a loss in the closing up of their
lousiness. He (Dr. Embling) was not
a lawyer, bnt., in all his reading of English
history, he had never met an instance
where a Jaw was passed making illegal
a thing that had been legal, to the detriment of auy individual.
The Hon. A. "TYNNE.-That is being
done every week.
The Hon. \V. H. EMBLING said he
\Yollld remind the Council that in 1815
anyone could practice medicine in Great
Britain. A law was then passed making
it imperative for any man who afterwards
commenced practising med.icille to have a.
diploma, but there was a provisiou s~tting
forth that any man who was practising
medicine before a c~rtain date in 1815
was to be allowed to practice for the
remainder of his life without a diploma.
Again, in Victoria, when the Dentists Aot
was passed, any man who afterwards commenced practice as a dentist was required
to obtain a diploma, but persons who were
already practising as dentists were allowed
to continue practising without obtaining
diplomas.
The Hon. F. S. GnmwADE.-They must
ha,'e had a certain amount of experience.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said he
was simply statillg facts, which the honorable member ccmld read in the measure
that was placed on the statute-book. He
did not agree with the statement that the
Coupon Company ought .to have known
that its business was about to be determined because this Bill had gone through
another place. If that principle had been
adopted in times past, he knew a great
many institutions of which the same
thing might have been said, but those
institut.ions, although threatened by a
measure being passed through one House
of Parliament, still continued to live, and
there was an old saying that ., threatened
men live long."
That was llOt a sound
reason for making the Co-operative Coupon
Company suffer a pecnniary loss. He was
not in favour of the coupon system, and did
not know an\' other member of the Council
who was, but he would remind the House
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that the Coupon Company wcnt into the
busiNess when it was legal to do so, and
that if Parliament stopped its operations
it would be unjust to inflict loss on the
company. They were told that the company had entered into certain engagements, that they had some thousands
of pounds' worth of goods on the high
seas consigned to this conn try, and that
they, therefore, wanted time to wind up
their business. 'Vhy should Parliament
ruin the company just for the sake of a
few months' grace?
The Hon. 1'. C. HARWOOD. - 'Why
should the company be allowed to continue issuing coupons in the meantime?
The Hon. VV. H. EMBLI.N'U said that
if Parliament decided that solicitors were
a nuisance, and abolished them, the honorable member would be one of the first to
cry out for time for solicitors to wind up
their businesses. Parliament ollg'ht not to
close allY business that was lawfully commenced, and inflict loss on those who had
embarked their capital in that business by
so doing.
~rhe Coupon Company had
given proof of cer~ain expenditure and of
certain liabilities they had incurred under
*he statute law, and they ought to be
allowed a fair and reasonable time to redeem their liabilities. SIll'ely six months
was little enough to give th~ company to
wind up t.heir business. After the lapse
of that period, let the conpon business
be abolished altogether. It would certainly
be unfair to the holders of coupons to
mulct them to the tune of 6s. in the £1.
The Hon. H. REID stated that he
would support the second reading of this
Bill. It was not necessary to go into the
general question, because aselectcommittee
of the LegislatiYe Council had enabled
honorable members to become thoroughly
acquainted ,vith the history and operations
of this so-called. trading company. He
demurred to the t~rm "trading" being
applied to snch a company. The Coupon
Company certainly traded on the profits
of the storekeepers and traders generally, but its own trading largely consisted
of giving articles to redeem the COUPOllS
presented. It was a very cleverly aild
skilfully devised concern, and of all the
companies ever started in VictoriiA, the
Conpon Company took the cake. 'rhe
ingenuity with which it was constructed
could not be beaten. The trader!5 and
storekeepers now under the lash of the COIUpal!yfelt th~irpof;ition most acutely, and had
cried out to the present and the preceding
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Government to deliver them from thescourge. A captivating circular had been
sent to honorable members appealing to'
thelIl not to abolish the company's business,
which was perhaps the most profitable
that could be invented.
When the·
previous Bill' was before the Conncil, it
Coupon Company from Sydney offered Sir
Frederick Sargood and himself £1,300 in
directors' fees, to allow their names to·
appear 011 t.he prospectus, with a view to
capture the vast profits which the coupon
system took from the storekeepers. If a
storekeeper gave these coupons he was·
deprived of hundreds, and in some cases of
as mnch a.s a thousand pounds a year of his
profits. Many storekeepers were driven to
take the ooupons, because if they did not
do so, some Q)the)' storekeeper in theirvicinit.y would be given the opportunity
of selling against them.
The coupon
system came into snch vogue that, at
Bendigo, the storekeepers went into it to
minister to the desire of the public for
those wretched pieces of paper. It was
no lU,e the Coupon Company trying to
persuade men with the general business
know ledge pessessed by members of the
Legislat.ive COllncil, that Parlin,ment would
be doing wrong in abolishing the coupon
system. 'fh~y might as well say that it
would be wrong for the Italian Parliament
to pass a lueasure to ab()lish the bandits
of Italy, who had capt.ured an American
lady.
'rhese conpon companies were
bandits who seized a portion of the profits.
due tel storekeepers and their customers.
'rhe HOIl. J. BALFolJR.-Bnt the conpon
system is legal.
The Hon. R.. RE [D said it was within the·
four corners of the law at present, and
that was the ground on which an appeal
was made to honorable members, but were
they to continue an injustice \ to tho
trading community on that account
The system prevailed in Sydney and in
Adelaide, where the Coupon Company
were doing a good business, and \V hen the
goods which the com pany were importing
had paid duty in one State they could be
easily transferred into another. A falsesentiment of sympathy with the company
had been raised. The c6)upon system was
a Cllrse to the cOLmtry, and the sooner it
was ended the better for all parties.
The Hon. H. vVILLIAMS remarked
that before the last speech was comrnenced he was under the impression that
he kne\\' something about this coupon
system, but if Mr. Reid's statements were
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correct, then he must confess to utter
ignorance of it. He had thought he
understood the question, because two
years ago he made full inquiry into the
matter, and found that the coupon system
was not for the b81'lefit of the trader'thrLt the difference in the price of the
goods bought and sold and the lost
. COUpOlllS formod a handsome profit.
He
did w hat every otber man could have
done-he went home and started a
coupon system of his own. Where did the
monopoly come in~ He distributed £200
worth of goods per year in redemption of
coupons, representing cash sales to t.he
amount of £5,000 at 4 per cent., and he
assured the Honse that that £200 worth
of good::; did not cost his cnstO(iners the
fraction of a farthing ·more than the
ordinary price. There had been a good deal
of sympathy wasted abollt the people
who gathered and kept these coupons.
It was said that the poor things did not
know anything about value, and that they
ga vo 15s. for a 2 &d. article that was not
worth keeping.' But his experience "as
that. there were 110 members of the community so well able to take care of themselves as the people who got coupons.
They wanted the value of every penny,
and of every fraction of a penny. He
would tell the House how that kind of
people served him. They came into the
shop and said they wanted a llew dross or
some article of that sort. The price was
stated to them, and they then ::;aid-" Oh,
well, you know, I waut the cheapest Y0lt
can do. I do not book things. Cannot
you make it a little less7" 'rhus they made
a bargam and got the article at the
lowest possible price, and then they
shelled out coupons to pay for it, and
rubbed it in by asking ror coupons for a
cash sale. 'rhat was the sort of people
who gathered c~upons, and the House
noed not waste sympathy on them.
The Hon. A. WYNNE. -The traders do
not redeem these themselves.
The Hon. H. WILLIAMS said they
might. Was there anything to prevent
them 7
The Hon. A. WYNNE. - Not if they
issue them j but they do 1l0t.
The Hon. H. 'WILLIAMS said that
before starting this coupon system he had
an interview with Sir Frederick Sargood,
and told him what he thought of the
Coupon Company and of what they wore
doing. Sil' Frederick Sargood replied to
him :-" 'Williams, you have struck every
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objection to the Coupon Company, and in
my opinioll you have fonnd its true
reQ,edy." He believed s() still. He
believed t.hat this Bill was unnecessury,
un wise, and impolitic. It was unnecessary
because individual traders or co-operative
companies formed from any number of
individual traders could get for themsohres
these immense profits which the Coupon
Company was supposed to be making, and
the Coupon Compan)' could not livo against
such an organization or snch individual
action 011 the part of the trade):'R, and it
would therefore kill itself. The Bill was unwise because it trespassed to a very great
extent on the very first principles of trade
and COU1merce. He would ask the SolicitorGeneral in that regard to look at. clause 2.
Chmse 2, among other things, statedTmding stamp includes any document which
eutitles the holder thereof to demand from any
person, firm, or company, other than the sa.id
trader, any mOlley or goods.

'Vhy, a man would not be able to draw a
cheq ue or to issue a cheque if that were
carried out! If a man had a right to
draw a document whieh gave the holder a
right to obtain value for it; from another
person, did the amount matter ~ vVas it
a matter of amount, or was it a mat.ter
of principle ~ He said it wus a matter of
principle only, and this c:lause would prohibit any trader from issuing a cbeque.
Thirdly, the Bill was impolitic, because it
pandered to that feeling which was now
so rampant in our midst that over every
little grievance which arose the persons
affected must rush to Pc'l.rliamem and not
work out their own salvation. He asked
them to inquire why had the Coupon
Company been a suceess. The most
bilious anti-coupon
man would llOt
delly its success.
Its
ver}'
success
waR proving
its destruction.
Nothing of this kind could succeed 01'
succeed for long, unless the basic principle
was correct, and the prin~iple of coupon
distribution was based on justice, equity,
and fair dealing. He ,,,ould give tbom all
ill ustration. A trader had two customers
each of the value of £4 a month. One,
a thrifty house-wife, spent her 6d. or
Is., or 2s. 6d. as she needed goods,
and there was 110 more trouble about
it.
The other one ran a monthlv account. He paid his account during" ench
succeeding month, and received 2:1). per
cent. discount. That account was subject
to many sorts of possible loss. There was
the expense of keeping books j there was
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the 2~· pOl' cent. disconnt; there waf:;
the fact that goodf:; were sold and not
'cntel'ed, and that goods were sold and
-entered, but disputed.
The Hon. W. L. BAlLLlEu.-And sometimes entered twice.
The Han. H. WILLIAMS said the sort
iQf people he was speaking about took
good care not to pay fo1' goods twice. In
spite of all this the cash customer, who
,\vas the most valuable cnstomer, got no
discount at all. Ho could put it in this
way: Thero was an article the price of
which was 6d. rrhe cash customer previous to the introduction of the coupon
'system paid his full 6d. for it, and there
was no more about it. The monthly
customor who paid at the end of the
month or during the next six or eight
weeks paid practically 5~d. for it, while
the man who let his account run for
three or four months also paid the full
6d. Now, since tho introduction of the
coupon system the position of that
article and these people was this: 1.'he
man who paid cash got his coupon, and
the article cost him 5!d. on a 4 per cent.
(liscount. The man who paid monthly
found that ·the article cost him 5~d.,
,yhile the man who ran a longer account
paid the fu116d. He appealed to honorable members if they could imagine a
fairer system in theory or in pmctice than
the one he had indicated. For himself,
he was ntterly unable to oonceive its
injustice.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE. -The Coupon
Company comes in and takes half the
profit of the trader. It toils not, neither
does it spin.
The Hon. H. 'VILLIAMS said he was
'Simply unable to see the force of the
argl:u;Jent of the honorable member. In
fact, he thouf!ht it was not an argument,
but simply an interjection.
1.'he Hon. D. MELVII.JLE.-The company
is not in bnsiness at all.
'rhe HOll. H. WILLIAMS said the objec·
tion raised totheConpon Company was that
it sought a monopoly. 'V hen first be interviewed its promoters they said-" Get a
blltcher, and a baker, and a watchmaker,
and n, chemist, one of each in your town,
get them to work with you, and we won't
supply allY one else, and then you folks
will have the monop0ly of the c9.8h trade
of the district." That was what they
sought.
'1'he Hon. N. LEVI.-That is a.ltered
now.
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1.'be Hon. H. \VILLIAMS asked if we
had not a very valuable State department
for the pnrpose of granting monopolies 1
vVhat else was the patent system ~ If a
man had brains enough to evolve such a
system as this, to enable j llstice to be
done to a chss that never got justice
before-the most deserving class in the
whole comrill111ity-and if he introduced it
to the country, surely he had a right to
some sort of monoply in the business,
more particularly when that monopoly
could be assailed by every person in the
community, [l.nd therefore was really no
monopoly at all ~ It only wanted a little
energy and perseverance on the part of
traders, alld the coupon companies would
be wiped out. Perhaps it would be as well
to spend a minute or two in asking
what would be the probable result of this
Bill 7 When the Bill was before the House
two years ago, from his reading of the
newsp9pers, he thought that con pOllS were
to be absolutely abolished. Seeiug the
utter fairness of the system, as he and
many others did, he looked n,round for a
su bstitute, and h<:~ gave his banker acheq ue
for £20 and asked him to send for 20,000
farthings. He did not get them. He was
estimating that a farthing on every 6d.
was as nearly as possible 4 per cent.
The people wonld infinitely rather have
that amount and spend it where they liked
than have 5 per cent. on the coupon business; and he ,rentured to say that the paBsiug of this Bill simply meant the introduction of the farthing to Australia. He was
going to vote for the second reading of the
Bill, and to help toputit thronghcommittee
without any material alteration if possible. He was going to do so for these
reasons: He did not think it would do
much harm.
In the second place it had
been called for, and in fa('!t had been
loudly clamoured for by one of the 1110st
intelligent and powerful scctiolls of the
community, which ought, if any section
did, to know exactly what it meant.
In
the third place he believed it would have
some little historic value. He believed
that hundreds of years hence this
Bill, and Bills such as this, would be
trotted ou t. by the historian to show how
Victorian Parliaments spent their time at
the beginning of the 20th century.
rrhe Hon. N. LEVI observed that the
honorable member who had jmlt sat down
had certainly given a very explicit view
of the coupon system altogether. Although
he had stated that he wonld like to see

l'rade Coupons

[12 Nov., 1901.J

this Bill pass as it stood, it was possi ble
that the honorable member might have
reason yet to change his opinion before
they went to a division. For his own
part, he looked upon it as one of the most
obnoxious measnres that he ever recollected seeing brough t forward for the
consideration of Parliament in this country. He looked upon it as an infringement of the liberty of the people of the
country, in prohibiting them from following their trade and from following a system
'Of operations which the law said was
thoroughly legitimate, and which had
-enabled peop1e to form this company in
the mode they had done. He had not
the slightest hesitation in saying that,
-although he had been preceded by hOll@rable members who were well versed in the
Jaw of the measure that was before them,
'he was unable to cope altogether with the
·draft'ing of t he Bill and its form as it was
presented to the-m. He had, however,
the report of the select committee before
him, and he could point to two or three
clauses of the finding of that committee,
which seemed to him to be t.horoughly
opposed tr) the views expressed by some of
the previous speakers. He found that the
first paragraph said1. That the public at present obtain a dis'count on their cash purchases not previously
given generally by traders.

He would thiuk from that that they must
have been some advantage to the 'public,
-and they, as t.he Parliament of this conntry, were supposed, as in most other por,tions of the world, to endeavour to
legislate for the interests of the public at.
large, and not so much in the interests of
.a, feW' individuals.
Then t he second paragraph said2. That the discount is, however, not con
fined to cash purchases, but has also been given
to an increasing extent on goods wId upon
credit.

There was
advantage
people who
well as to
'Cash. The

no doubt whatever that some
must have been secured to
had purchased on credit as
those who had purchased for
llext paragraph went on+-

3. That the average rate of such discount is
.about 3~ pel' cent. on the total cash purchases.

The following paragraph ill the report was
as fo11ow84. That it is evident that neither t.he total
volume of trade nor the aggregate amount of
{lash received by traders can be increascd by the
issue of cO.l~pons, the only result being to divert
a certain portion of the cash trade from the
trader who cannot give coupons to the trader
who does give them.
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A still more important paragraph was
paragraph 12, which said12. That many of the witnesses called stated
that the issue of coupons enGonraged thrift
amongst the working classes, but your committee
fail to see that such a result has been 01' can be
attained.

They were told by Mr. Harwood that
there were 70 or 72 witnesses examined,
and there was no doubt whatever that a
very large number of these witnesses cer·
tainly did not speak favorably of the giving
of these coupons, but he t.hought the
majority were quite of the opposite view.
He remembered, when the old Bill was
before the Chamber a year or two ago,
he took the opportl~nity t hen of referring
to one or two instances where people had
become pe>ss€ssed of articles of art and of
usefnl articles which had been obtained
through th.e receiving of these coupons
from the smaller cash sales. He recognised that they wero there to interest
themselves for the benefit of the peoplo at
large. and he thorough Iy understood the
necessity of their endeavouring to
do all they could for the working
classes of this commnnity, to enable
them to be enconraged to thrift,
and to get some ad vantage fr~Hn making
their cash purchases-a thing which this
system that had been initiated had succeeded in doing. They were told that
this system had been created by some
clever,
cunning people,
and
one
honorable member had stated that
they \yere taking their funds entirely from one class of people who
should not be made to lose this money.
He admitted that there were n, certain
number of traders and shopkeepers generally in this State, but they were small in
reality compared to the numher of people
in general who wonld be benefited by the
continnance of this system. They had
heard Mr. 'Williams tell them that he himself initiated a system similar to t his, and
that he found it did not cam;e him to charge
one iota more on any goods he might.
have sold. rrhat, in itself, was sufficient
:uunver to the statement tha.t goons were
raised in price by this system He knew
it was scarcely customary to refer to
matters that occnrred in another place;
but, although they were told t hat this Bill
had passed a.nother place, and that it
went through this Chamber in a somewhat
similar form on a former or]caHioll, there
was no doubt whatever that this
Bill was rushed through in another
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pLtte. It was printed on one day
and passed its second reading on the following day, without having an opportunity of being examined by those who

were mostly interested in it. Therefore
the firm who were now to be almost submerged or thrown out of existence if this
Bill was passed W0re unable to lety their
plaint ill the manner they desil'ed before
another Chamber, and it was to be hoped
that if the Bill did pass its second reading and got into committee to-night, t.he
opportnnity would be then offered to the
Council to deal with the petition which
had been presented ill an equitable, fair,
and upright manner. He considered that
many 8htements had been made in the
course of this discussion tha, I; were not
altogether tir.lged with what he was informed was correct. He alluded more
particularly to the statements made about
the '1 nality of the articles supplied by this
Coupon Company in return for these documents that had been given by the various
traders_ He would read a communication
that had been placed in his hands and
that was addressed to members of the
Legislative Cuullcil of Victoria. It was
as follows : Melbourne,
9th November, 1901.
To the Members of the Legislatiye Conncil of
Victoria.
Sirs,-We, the undersigned, having cxpert
knowledge with regard to the goods stocked by
the Co-opel'<),ti\'e Cl)upon Company Limited, and
haying inspected them from time to time,
certify that the cnmp:tny gave good retail value
in exchange for tlwir coupons; that is to say,
the coupon values a,re ill our opinion equal to
retail prices fol' similar goods sold by the respectable retailers of this city.
Yours faithfully,
A.YERS, HENRY, and CO.
LEVY BROTHERS and CO_
ROTHERHA~I, 'WOOD, and CO
H. S. UHIPMAN,
By his attorney, J. P. BRAI~.
PHILIP F ALK.
, UHUTZE, STEFFENS, and CO.
'1'. WILLI....; and CO.
MOLDEN and BUDDEN.
P. T. K BRAY a,utI CO.
R. LAMBERT.
G. H. <1. WHARINGTON.
ED\vI~

JENKINS.

DAVID BLYTH and CO.
CL\ HKE ann LITTLE.
VIRGOE, SON, and CHAPMAN.

From SlIch names that should be an absolute reply to the charge that had been
made about people not getting value in
these goods for their conpons. He himself had been ill these establishments by
The .Han. N. Levi.
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invitation, and he must say that although
he had heard some honorable members
speaking against this system, he had s()me
knowledge of the value of this class of
merchandise from the many there had
been in business in this city, and he was
perfectly satisfied that he was speaking
the truth ,when he stated t(J) this Chamber
that the prices which had been marked
over goods whioh he had seen there had
not been in excess of pricei':! which he had
seen marked on similar classes of merchandise in other places. There had been
an absolute raid made upon these establishments. There had beeD. a. great amount
of jealousy caused ill consequence of what
was felt to be the success that had attended the business established by these
people. He had \vith him a document
thil.t was d.esignated, "The DOll AntiCoupon Sale." It was issued by the Don
Cash rrrading Company. They called it
"The Don Cash Trading Cq>mpally's
Coupon Abolition Bill," and they made the
following announcement : No more conpons, ladies! In a twelyemonths' distribution of coupons we have had
ample opportullity to judge whether or not
the system is beneficial to our pa trons_

They had distribnted several hnndred
pounds worth of coupons within the last
twelve or eighteen mOtlths prior to the
i8sue of this circular, in which they
saidWe will let the prices do the talking in this
department, as they will most eloquently when
you see the following lines:-Fifty eight pieces
strong cotton Harvard shirting, good patterns.
Specia.l sale price 2·~d. per yarn. You. cannot
get hetter elsewhete at 4s. lld. per doz. yds.

That was double the price' at which this
company was offering them. 'rhen the
next item wasOne hundred and eighty-seven pieces heavy
twilled pink flanndette. A splendid cloth and
a yard wide, 2s. lId. pel' doz. yds. We have
never sold it for less than 6d. per yd.

That meant 6s_ per dozen.
fIe asked
honorable members to say whether this
sort of thing was not more fitting for
them to dml.l with than what they were
a8ked to do at the present time? 'Was
this a coupon business, and was this the
sort ()f thing they were legislating against?
The Horn. W. H_ El\lBIJING.-No, it is
the wholesale houses do th!l.t.
The Hon. N. LEVI said it would
be bettel' for them to legislate against
this sort of thiNg than against a1lowing
people to collect num bers of these
coupons for their sixpences or shillings,
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other snHlll purchases, and then to procure sotne art.icle of value with them.
It was It fact the people had obtained in
this Illanner goods equal to the prettie'it
and most handsome articles that eould be
seen in a pri vate residence. His desire was
to point out thlit by pasl'5ing this Bill
they would be establishing a system that
was likely to destroy all energy and all
enterprise in business altogether. Honorable members seemed to be stopping
business people from following out the
means of obtaining their living honestl.y.
Were there no other monopolies? What
W~lS a grocer's licence 7 W" as not that a
system by which people cOllld only go to
~me place to purchase a single bottle ~
Other businesses were licensed in t.he same
way by the Government. The business now
uuder consideration had been established
and a.bsolutely existed at present in other
parts of the world. He was afraid that
many representatiolls had been made in
comwxion with ~his subject, which were
not altogether correct.
Honorable members had been told that this system had
been abolished in some of the States of
America, and that some of the States had
p~ssed legislation in cOllllexiop with it.
Those AetfoJ, howevei', had been declared
'ltlt?'a Vi?'C8 by three Judges in three different. States. These were Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, and New York. J lldgments
which had been obt{tined under those Acts
were appealed against, ana the judgments
were upset. He had n, copy of the judgJ\neI~t in the Hhode Island appeal, and he
thought it would be perti\;Jent if he read a
portion of it, which was as follows : -

()l'

III t,his connexion it is pertinent to ouserve
thlLt iIi is Hot ellough to warrant the State in
absolutely prohihiting a given business that it
is conducted by methods which do not meet with
general approval. Nor is it enough to bring a
given bnsillel:lS within the prohibitory power of
the State that it is Sf) conducted as to seriously
interfere with, or even destroy, the business of
.()thers. T:1ke for illustration the great dep()t
stores in our large citie:s. By reaSon of the
.almost infinite variety of goods which they
carry, they furnish facilities to cnstomers, and
,can offer them greater inducements in the way
of trade than can those stores which carry bllt
a single line of goods. The result is, as every
one knows, that very many small traders bave
been cru:::hed out and obliged to abandon their
business entirely, while the owners of the mam·
moth establishments, which supply almost everything which we eat, drink, use, wear, need, or
·desire, whether useful or ornamental, are prosperous and successful in a remarkahle degl·ee.
But while the result of this method of doing
business is injurious to those who employ the
more primitive one, can it he sn,id th,tt a law
prohibiting a depot store would he a valid

Abol-ition Bill.

2557

exercise of the police power? Clearly not. A
case decided no longer ago than December, 1899,
hoMs t.hat such law is invalid.
We refer
to the case oflOhicago versus Netclie?', 55 N. 1~.,
707, in which it was held that an ordinance
prohibiting a person, firm or corporation, from
exposillg for sale Ot' selling any meat, fish,
butter, or other provision. in any place of business in the city where dry goods, clothing, or
drugs are sold, tends in 110 way to protect the
safety, health, or morals of the public. It was
also held that such an ordinance contravenes
the provisions of both the Constitution of the
United States and the State, insuring to eyery
person liberty, and the protection of his property rights.

He read tha.t judgment because it
had been made a very large argument in
connexion with this Bill that the business
of coupon companies had been absolutely
stopped in America. There were three
distinct decisions by the J ndges of three
different States to the effect that the
laws against this bllsineHs were ultra
viTes, and the business still went Oll. An
Act of Parliament was passed in New
Zealand, but it was done there because
of its having been strongly represented
that the val ue of the goods given for the
coupons was not the equivalent of the
COUpOllS.
The system was in existel'ce in
New South \-Vales and South Australia.
In Tasmania he believed there had been
some alteration in the law to dea.l with
the system there. But the Go\'eru\11ent
of Victoria bronght in a Dill Lased on the
princi pIe that this business rras perfectly
legal, Rnd, indeed, instead of abolishillg the
system altogether, the Victorian Governmellt, <\,t the time they brought in their
Bill, contemplated the system being
carried on by the Government theOl::;clyes.
The provisiollS to that effect, however,
were afterwards ahandolled. This fo;ystem
of con pons existed ill Englund. He had
in his possession a copy of the l~racling
Stamps Company Dimited, a publication
which was issned monthly, aud the copies
which he held. in his hand were for Allgust
and September in this year.
They
were, therefore, righ t up. to date .
He was proud to recogl1lse himself
as 0118 of the inha.bitants of this wonderful
country, which of course must be ahead of
the motJler country. -We had such a huge
population here, that it was necessary to
provide new laws and do other things in
order to beat tbe old mother country.
Here was evidence that this system
existed iu England, and he was perfectly
satisfied that if there had been anythillf(
wrong in connexion with this system of
conducting bllsines8, the people in the
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mother country would haNe put a stop to
it. .In these publications there were
some illustrations showing the different
articles that were given to the people who
held the coupons. All this was strong
evidence that we here were trying to do
something simply for the purpose of
crushing out a firm that had been
successful to a certain extent in establishing this system of thrift, as had been so
clearly pointed out by honorable members who had preceded him. It was said
that the principle involved in this
business was a mono ply. Were there
not monoplies in all class of trade ~ Steel
trusts had been called into existence,
and a big tobacco trust had been formed
in America, and all attempt ,vas being
made now to form the same thing in
England. vVe had known them here in the
softgoods trade, where markets had been
bought IIp for particular classes of goous.
The same thing had been known in the
provision trade. All business people were
keen iu trying to establish themselves in
their business, so that they might make a
profit and do a larger turn-over, and he
did not say that they were wrong.
Honora.ble members had also been t()ld
that the people against whom this Bill was
mainly directed had offered less for their
coupons than the price at which they
were supposed to be sold. The SolicitorGeneral had made a 'statement to that
effect, but the Solicitor-General had not
stat.ed whether the document from which
he quoted was a genuine ono. He (Mr.
Levi) had not seen it, but people often
heard of things being done for the purpose of prejudicing others who were interested in certain matters.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-This letter is
from the company, and you can see it if
you wish.
The Hon. N. LEVI said that he thought
that it must be a fictitious document.
He knew that people had been buying
coupons from other people for the purpose
of throwing as mHch obloquy UpOIl this
sys,em as possible. He (Mr. Levi) was
there for the purpose of arguing against
what he conceived to be the great wrong
which was about to be perpetrated upon
certain people, arld in reality upon
the general community. He might state
that the firm ell gaged in this business
had, to a great extent, become reconciled
to the fact that there was going to be a
termination of this system, and all t.hat
they sought was an extension of t.ime in
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which to wind up their affairs, as set
forth in the petition which he had the
honour of presenting to that Chamber.
Thecompany asked that thero should be an
extension of six months beyond the date
which now appeared in the BilL the company having entered into large engagement.s for the purchase of merchandiso to
meet the requirements of the business
they were following. The company had
also ent.ered into leases of the premises,
which they were occupying, and had
many hands employed in their establishment. He ha.d been informed \;hat they
were under an expenditure of .£250 per'
week. If they were to be slJ.ddenly depriyod of t heir business, they would, in
reality, be unable to get the means of
meeting th(J)se ellgagements, for honorable·
members knew what a handicap it was to,
haye a large stock of goods that had to be
got rid of.
'rhe Hon. A. WYNNE.-vVe can considerthat in committee.
The Hon. N. LEVI said he wished to,
know whether the alteration he wished
woulrl be made in committee ~
The Hon. F. S. GRI:mvADE.-We win.
pass the second reading, and alter it in
committee.
The HOll. N. LEVI said that he would:
like to have an assurance that this six
months' extension of time would be given.
He would make an appeal to the SolicitorGeneral that that should be done.
"Then the SoliGitor-General spoke on this,
subject on a previous occasion, as reported
in liansaTd of October, 1899, that honorable gentleman made some obsen;ations.
which he would ask him to stand by at
the present time. The honorable gentleman was reported as follows : The Hon. A. WYNNE stated that he did not
like sentimental legislation of this kind. He'
had not heard that this was a cryillg e\·il. If
it was a crying evil it was the duty of the Go\'ernment to take up the matter, and introrlucea Bill to stop it. If this was a case in which.
the public were calling for some remedy or
rectitication of a wrong, a Bill should have·
been introduced by the Government, amI not
by a private member. He did not know anything about this particular company, and he did'
not admire the coupon system himself, but he
was strongly in favour of fair play, auel he·
thought that because people came here with
ingenious ideas th~Lt were novel, that was no
reason why they should be stamped out by
legislation without their being heard. For this
reason he intended to support the motion for
referring the Bill to a select committee, Rethought the company should have an opportunity of explaining their system, a.nd their-
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reasons for it, before a committee. Still, he
would repeat that he did not think this was
legislation which should be taken up by a
private member. Moreover, the matter had
been introduced in another place, and he
thought the Council might have exercised a
little patience to see how the subject was dealt
with there before it was taken up in this
Chamber. It had been two months before
another House, and members of the Assembly
had had ample time to deal with it if it was
considered a matter of urgency. He (Mr.
Wynne) did not think it was such <tn urgent
matter that it should be rushed through the
Council without every opportunity being given
to all parties to be heard. Moreover, it must
be remembered that these people had expended
a. large sum of money in a business that was
strictly within the law; therefore, the question
of compensation would arise if they were interfered with. If an Act of Parlia,ment was
passed to wipe out this company, which was
acting strictly within the law, although, per·
haps, against the wishes of many other firms,
the question of compensation would certainly
ha.ve to be considered. He did not think it
was just to pass an Act of Parliament to make
what was a legal act an illegal act without
compensation.

That was what the Solicitor-General
thought at that period. There was no
honorable member. 0f tihat House for
whom he had more respect than Mr.
Wynne, and he (Mr. Levi) thought that
the honorable gentleman would be bound
to maintain the position that he took up
then if he desired to retain the honorable
name he had always had. Mr. 'Vynne's
honorable colleague, Mr. McCulloch, some
months ago supported the same measure,
and he (Mr. Levi) thought that they might
also fairly claim him to do what was
honest, just, and upright, and to see
that people were not ruined in the way
in which they would be under this Bill.
He was not desirous of occupying the
Honse too long on this subject, and if
honorable members were willing to concede what he asked he would not say any
more.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-.Mr. Reid
says that he will.
The Hon. N. LEVI said that he was
satisfied that that honorable member
would. For the credit of the Council
he hoped that it would act in a way worthy
of a House of review, and of fairness.
This House had rejected Bills before.
He did not say that this Bill should be
rejected, but he did think that the
House should hesitate before doillg an injustice to a firm who had laboured to put
their case before honorable members of
another place, and who were incapacitated
from so doing. He was sure the Bill
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would be dealt with in fairness and
juetice, and that if it passed the
seoond reading he would have the gratification of seeing the application wbich
the company made granted by the
House.
The Hon. G. GODFREY remarked that
he would vote for the second reading, b~t
that, in committee, he woald move that
the date mentioned in the Bill be extended
t.o the 1st J nly, 1902. H~ believed that
every member of the House would sup'"
port the amendment as being fail' and
j nst.
The Hon. A. WYNNE observed that
Mr. Levi had thrown some doubts npon:
the accuracy of the statements which h chad read out. The letter which he had
read was signed for the Co-operative
Coupon Company Limited, by the manager, and was dated from 387 Georgestreet, Sydney. The letter gave a. list of
the branches in Melbonrne, Adelaide, Ballarat, and elsewhere.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was then read a second time.
ORDER OF BUSINESS,
The Hon. R. H.ElD remarked that he
would, at that stage, ask the House and
the Government, as a favour, to agree to.
an aujournment until 7.45 p.m. the llex.t
day. The jubilee of the Chamber of
Commerce of the City of Melbourne, which
,vas founded in 1851, was being celebrltted, and there were some ten members of
the House who were identified and connected with the chamber, and who desired
to attend that celebration. He beHeved
the House would sit the next day, after
the return of hOllorable members from
He
Bendigo, and also on rrhursdav.
v
thought that an adjournment sh ol1ld be
made until after the dinner hour the next
day, for the convenience of honorable
members who wished to attelld both celebrations.
The Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING stated
that he objected to these continual adjournments week after week. There was
plenty of work to do, and more work was
coming forward. The country members
would want tQ know "'here they were.
The work would have to be done in a rush
ill three or four weeks, and the Bills
would have to be passed without proper
consideration.
The Hon. H. WILLIAMS remarked
that while he objected ,to adjournments

2560

Ol'de?' of

[COUNCIL.J

Business.

he thought that, out of courtesy to the
of Commerce and the Bendigo
eelebration, they might adjourn as proposed, and make that their last holiday.

next day. Thero wero four small Bills he
would like to have passed, and he was
allxiol1s that they should go on with the
Coal Mines Bill and the Trade Coupons

He trusted the Honse would adjourn over

Bill.

Ch~nlhel'

the next night.
The Hon. R. REID remarked that the
The Hon. D. :MELVILLE said he must arrangement by the Solicitor-General
protest 'Oll behalf of the public against would suit him.
these continual adjournments, of which
The Hon. J. M. PRATT observed that
they had had too mauy. This affair at he mllst Jom with other honorable
Bendigo did not appear to him to warrant members itl protesting against these
an adjournment of the House. It really continnal adjournments, although he
broke into a \vbole day. The previous wished to be considerate tv tht honorweek there WfI.!:! no meeting of the House, able members who desired to be present
and the con seq uence was that, although at the Bendigo .J ubilee Celebrations. The
they bad committees sitting, they could tendency seemed to be not to go on with
hardly obtain the attendance of any tho business, and it would, perhaps, be
country member!:! at. those committees. as well to close the session early and
For thE' sake of a few members who prepare for a working session next
wanted to go to these engagements, the year.
business of the HOllse for the last two or
1'be Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that he
three months had been paralyzed. No
also would protest against constant adGo\"ernment had ever sat on the benches
jonrnments, but he would point out to
before which had been so ready to agree to
honorable members that the next day was
.adjournments. 'rhe House was losing its
an exeeptiQnal day, the opening of the Exholel on the country by what it was doing
hibition at Bendigo being a matter of
in this respect, and it was time a protest
national importance. He wanted to go
was Taised against it.
to Bendigo, and he thought most other
Tho Hon. R REID. - - vV e al ways dis- honorable members had the same wish,
charge the business on the 110tice- and some of the Bills which the Solicitorpaper.
Genera.l spoke of as being non-contenThe Hon. D. MELVILL E said that tious, and which the Solicitor-Genethere was a -lot of work now before the ral intended to put through before
Honse, and that it should be done the dinner hour the next day, might
promptly. Within a. munth they would be Bills which he (~Ir. Sachse) would ophave to let legislation alone, or else post- pose. He did not like the idea. of the
pone it for six months, becanse the middle House meeting the next dn,y, when llUlll<3f December would be the latest to which bel'S of honorable members would be
the House could sit. He protested against away. Ho would press on the Solicitorthe~econstantinterrl1ptions to the business.
General the advisableness of adjournin~
He certainly saw no reason for adjourning until the following Tuesday, and then
that night. for the Chamber of Commerce. they could tackle the work, anCI not have
Nothing of the kind had ever occurred be- any more adjournments.
fore.
'rho HOll. A. WYNNE stated that the
The H011. F. S. GRllIIwADE.---'l'hey have next evening he wished to deal with the
Mllllicipal Overdrafts Bill,' and also to
novel' had a jubilee before.
1'he Hon. D MELVILLE said he did finish the .J nstices Bil1. Those had all
not think the exeuse was good enough, been agreed to. He also wanted to deal
:a,ud he would again protest against these with t,he Bendigo Land Sale Bill and the
Queensclift· Land Resumption Bill, which
.adjournments.
were merely formal nlatters, a,nd which
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE remarked that he could be got out of the way before the
was always allxious to meet honorable dinner hour. After th~ dinner hour, he
members, and he was willing to adjourn proposed to go on with the 'frade Coupons
then until 4.30 the following day. He Abolition Bill and the Coal Mines
begged to move--':"
Bill.
That the Rouse do now adjourn.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
1'he House adjourned at twenly-fo~r
He would undertake not to go on with any
minutes to seven Q'clock.
~ontentions matter until 7.45 p.m. the
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.ASSEMBLY.

Tuesdr..ty, November 12, 1901.
The E,PEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
PROPOSED JOURNAL.
Mr. DEEGAN asked the Minister of
.Agriculture the following questions :(I) Is it intended to accept advertisements,
-other than Goverument notices, for publication
in the new paper to be issued by the department of Agriculture '~
(2) If so, is it intended to compensate the
proprietors of thos~ journals, .publis~ed in ~he
interests of the val'lOUS rural mdustnes, wInch
rely largely on the support they receive from
;advertisers for their existence?

Mr. MORRISSEY.-N 0, it is not the
iutelltion of the department to accept
advertisements 0ther than Government
notices for publication in the jou.rnal proposed to be issued by the Department of
Agriculture.
ARREARS IN THE PATENT-OFFICE.
Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS a~ked the
Attorney-General the following questions : 1. \Vhen did Mr Neighbour enter upon his
duties as Commissioner of Patents; and how
many patent applications were ill arrear on that
date unreported upon by the examiners?
2. Did not Mr. Neighbour reduce the arrears,
and report to the Attorney-General that he had
done so; and did not the arrears enormously
increase subsequent to that repol't ?
3. Is it a fact that in one case (Channing) the
complete specification filed was left unreported
upon for over 100 days, although thel'e was no
objection fOUIld with it, and that in consequence
of this delay it was found impossible to pass
the case in the ordinary manner, because the
limit of time allowed by the Patents Act for
acceptance had expired?
4. Have there been any other cases of over
100 Jays' delay similar to Channing's, in which
although the specification was not objected to,
the unfortunate applicant could not obtain his
patent without paying 50 per cent. more than
applicants whose cases were more rapidly dealt
with; if so, what were the application
numbers?
5. Will the Attorney-General inquire into
Channing's case,and take sneh steps as will prevent such delays occurring again, and will the
extra fee paid in that case to pre\Tent the loss of
the patent, in view of the official delay, be
refunded?
6. How many patent applications were there
unreporteel on on the 1st October last, and is the
Patent-office st~tff at the present time sufficient
to prevent arrears of work and long delays?

He said that this matter was a little involved, and he would like to make one or
two remarks in regard to it. In asking
Se88ion 1901.-[171]
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these questions, he did not intend to make
any reflection at all upon the present
Commissioner of Patents. So far as he
knew and could gather, that gentleman
had been a very capahle officer in the
position, but he thought the Government
were asking him to do too much in occupying the positions of Chief Clerk of
the Supreme Court, Acting-Judge in Insolvency, and Commissioner of Patents .
If they were tG> take it as the prospective
railway policy of the Government that
three men were to do one officer's work, it
was hardly consistent that in this ease one
man should do three officers' work.
Sir SAMUEL GILLorrT.-The replies
to the questions of the honorable member
are as follow :--1. Mr. Neighbour entered upon his duties as
Commissioner of Patents on 19th June, 1900.
There were 161 patent applications ill arrear on
that date unreported upou by the examiners.
2. A copy of the report, dated 29th August,
1900, is attached, showing that the above arrears were reduced. This report was shown by
the commissioner to the then Attorney-General,
Mr. Irvine. By that report the arrea,rs appear
to have been brought down at that time to
about 79. The arrears again increased from
the month of February, 1901, and the following
is the record, which shows that on the dates
named the number of cases referred to the examiners and not reported upon were :-March
1, 126; April 1, III ; May 1, 9~ ; June I, 166;
July 1, 212; August 1, 180; September 1, 239;
October 1, 202.
3. Yes. _
4. The information required would entail
some weeks of searching, but to the best of the
rccollection of the staff, there is no similar case
to that of Channing's. Extra fees to the extent of 30s. were collected on this application,
"in compliance with sub-section (4) of section 12
of the Patents Act 1890, rule 59, and the 3rc!
schedule to the rules.
5. Yes.
6. On October 1, 1901, there were ~02 patent
applications unreported upon.

I should like to make this further statement, that the delay, in my opinion, is
not any fault on the part of the commissioner at all.
Mr. 'V. H. WILLTAMS.-I said that.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. -It is not
that he has not the time to attend to the
matters, but the delay occurs by these applications not being reported on by the
examiners. Some of these cases involve
a great amount of labour, and I believe it
has been suggested that there should be an
amendment of the Act, in order that the
examination may take place after the
provisional registration. However, that
is a matter tha.t would require to be
carefully considered.
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COMPENSATION TO OCCUPIERS OF
LAND AT BOL'VARRAH.
Mr. HOLDEN asked the Minister
of Lands if he had any objection to
lay on the table of the House a copy
of the evidence taken by lVlr. Anderson,
P.M., and his report re the' compensation to be paid to 62 occupiers of land
reserved for water supply purposes at
Bolwarrah ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-I have not the slightest
objection to lay the papers which the
honorable member refers to upon the
I;ibrary table, and indeed he will find
them there now.
E~GINEEHJNG

STUDENTS I~ THE
RAIL"\VAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. GAIR asked the Minister of Rail·
ways if he had any objection to lay on the
table of the House the application of Mr.
N. L. Cleeland for the position of one of the
engineering students in the Hail way department, together with the official papers
in connexion therewith, including the two
certific,ttes of the medical officer; if so,
why?
Mr. 'rRENWITH.-Thel'e is no objec·
tion to place the papers referred to at the
honorable member's service, that is to let
him see them, but if they are placed on
the table of the House they will become'
the property of Parliamen t, and as these
are original documents I cannot place
them there. I shall, however, ()c glad to
place them on the Library table.
"T'YIL1GHTEHS" IN THE RAIL'VAY
DEPARTMEN'r.
Mr. 'VARDE asked the Minister of
Hailways when he intended to introduce
the Bill he promised to bring in dealing
with" twiLightel's" in the Railway department?
Mr. TRENWITH.-Tlne Bill is at
present in the hands of the Parliamentary
Draftcman, and it is quite impossible
for me to say exactly when it will be
introduced, but I promised that I would
bring it in to be dealt with tbis session.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mr. PEACOCK presented a mossage from
His Exeellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
intimating that, at the Government Offices,
on November 6, His Excellency gave his
assent to the f~llowing Bills :~ 'Vild Dogs
Destruction Bill, Hawthorn Loan Bill,
Mining Development Acts AmeLldment
Bill, Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill.
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I

WAY.

Mr. TRENWITH movedThat the construction of a 2ft. 6in. narrowgauge line of railway from Whitfield to'
Mahaikah be referred to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways for consideration and report.

He said-Honorable members will remember, probably, that the question of
connecting Tolmie with the existing railway system was referred to the Rail \vays,
Standing Committee, in December last,.
The commit-·
as a. general question.
tee has given the matter consideration in the meantime, and has recommended in connexion with the general'
question of how best to connect Tolmie·
with t.he existing railways, that a narrowgauge railway should be made from the·
'Vhitfield line to a point kno,vn as Mahaikah. I do not know how many members know the district, but all those who,
do know the district know that this is.
well up on what are known as the Tolmie
table lands. 'rolmie is a very difficult
district to get at. It is very fruitful •.
There are about twenty odd thollRand
acres of very high-class rich land. This.
land was taken up some years ago
when, honorable members will remember, that neighbourhood had a very
bad charact~r indeed, in conseq nence of
the outrages of a set of busbrangers
known as the Kelly gang. This place is
the neighbourhood, or in the neighbourhood of, where those people and their
friends largely resided.
The Government felt it to be necessary to take special
steps in settling the district, and at
that time it was decided that the people·
who lived in the district should not have
the land, and special efforts were made to·
get reputable people from outside the
neighbourhood to take up land in.
this district. One of the inducements to
them to take up land there was a promise
that railway communication would be furnished. H<I>wever, that is ma.ny years
ago, and railway communication has not
yet been provided. But when the Wangaratta to Whitfield line was under consider:l.tion the committee then recommended the construction of a narrowgauge line from 'Vangaratta to 'Whitfield,
havillg ill view the further extension of
that line into the Tolmie country. The
law provides that the Minister should prod uce to Parliament an estimate from the
Railways Commissioners of the probable
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working expenses and the probable
1'1,Wenue, together with a report from the
Engineer-in-Chief as to the cost of COllstrnction. The report is not by any
means favorable, I may say, from the
rail way authorities. The cost of the line
submitted to the committee, 22 miles in
length, by the Engineer-in-Chief, by this
rout\'l, was £72,000, exclusive of rollingstoek, but the committee in investigating
the matter have discovered and recommended another route, which saves 3
miles in length alld saves some £10,000 ill
the cost of cOllstruction. So that now the
cost of construction of the line proposed is
£65,720, exclusive of land and rollingstock. The rolling-stock supposed to
be necessary by the department will C()st
£6,820, bringing up the total capital cost
to .£72,540. The interest upon that at
3?t per cent. is £2,530, and the working
expenses, including locomotive charges,
traffic, and permanent way, are £1,760,
making a total of £4:,290 per annum.
~rhe estimated revenue is £1,640, leaving
a deficit of £2,650 per annum. However,
I think the railway authorities have been
over-cautious in making their estimate of
reveIlue. They have made 110 allowance
whatever for any possib1e new traffic.
They have calculated the traffic upon the
actual product of the district at the
present time. Now, I think that is perhaps excusable, in so much as the autllorities ba,re to deal with facts, and have
not to speculate, but that Parliament
probably, or the Standing CIDmmittee, has
to speculate as to the probable inoreased
traffic resulting from railway facilities.
However, the Rail ways Stand ing Committee
agree with rne in the conclusion that the
railway authorit.ies have m~de an altogether under-estimate of the probable
receipts from this liBe.
Mr. 1'AvERNER.-That is a llllatter of
policy with them. They always do that
with these narrow-gauge lines.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I do not want to
say that. I do not know that it is justified.
Mr. Fos'l'ER.-I say it, too.
Mr. TREN"\VITH.-At any rate I am
stating the facts as they present themselves to me, arId I say at once that I disagree with the estimate from my own
personal knowledge of this district. I
had an opportunity of becoming acquainted witn it while a member of the
Uailways Standing Committee, and I saw
that there was a considerable quantity of
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very superior agricultural soil with a very
adequate rainfall. In addition to that
there is a very considerable timber area,
where some timber of the very best
quality is available. This land has also
the advantage of being comparatively
close to the border and c10se to some
extensive mining areas in the northeastern district, snch as Rutherglen: and
other mines, the timber for which is at
present being obtained from sources that
are rapidly being worked out, and, therefore, these mines will suffer very materially unless in the very near future
some convenient timber area is opened for
their use. This rail way will meet their
requirements admirably. It will give to
the mining interests to which I referred
ample and cheap timber, and giving this
timber to these mining interests will very
materially add to the revenue of the railway.
Therefore, from
that point
alone, I think the railway authorities
were '>Hong in estimating no new
They say that the £1,640
traffic.
worth of revenue that. this line will
earn is trade that we already have.
That is true. They have to cart it long
and difficult distances, but still our existing lines get it, and therefore we are
uot caned upon to make any allowances
to the new line when it is made
for that trade which we already
have. In that respect, I quite agree
with the railway authorities. The trade
which they have at the present time,
great or small, cannot be called new
trade brought by the new line, but I
think the fact that I have already stated
of the failure to estimate any new traffic
is sufficient warrant for assuming first of
aU that there 'will he considerable
additional earnings for the new line itself,
and that there will be created by the new
line considerable additional earnings for
the existing railways. Taking this together with the fact that these people
took up this land at the request of
the Government of the day, and were
singularly subjected, because of the peculiar circumstances of this district-Mr. }1'osTER.-They were specially
selected settlers.
Mr. TRENWITB.-They were. Every
Olle of them had strict inquiries made
into his personal character. They were
not merely to be persons who might be expected to mak.e agriculture successful on
suitable laNd, but they had in addit.ion to
that to be exceptional characters because
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of the bad odour that that particular
district had. These people then did so
settle, and very many of them have not
given up their land, but have practically
had to leave it to go about in other parts
of the State looking for employment, and
the Railways Standing Committee mentioned that the managers of the Delatite
Estate at the time they were there had a
considerahle number of these settlers in
their employment. These men had to
travel, although the very excellent quality
of the soil in this district would enable
them to live upon It, simply because of the
difficulty of access to it. Therefore, without detaining the House longer, and with
all the circumstances considered, I think
the House ought to adopt, so far, the
general recommendation of the Railways
Standing Committee, and refer this line
again now to them as a special question.
They have said, so far: that we want to
connect this district with the existing
railways, and that the best way to do it is
by a narrow-gange line from Whitfield to
Mahaikah.
The motion I now propose is that it be snbmitted to them
for conslderatioll and report as to whether
that line should be constructed at the
present time.
Mr. TAVERNER.-I am going to
ask the Minister for Rc.l,ilways if he will
be good enough to accept the addition
of the following words to his motion" Also the policy of the Rail way department in their management of the narrowgauge lines now open." I think it is only
fair to the Railways Standing Committee,
who to~k a great amount of trou'ble in
selecting four lines to test the practicability of narrow-gauge railways, that this
House should direct that there should be
an investigation into what I have no hesitation in calling the maladministration of
the Railway department in trying to kill
our narrow-gauge lines. I have had some
experience, particularly on the Gembrook
line, and I have no hesitation in saying
that the way the Railways Commissioners
have tried their level best to kill that line
is something scandalous. We also know
how they tried, and unfortunately succeeded, in killing the narrow-gauge line we
were desirous of seeing in the Orbostdistrict.
Take the case of the Gippsland count.ry.
There is only one way of developing that,
and that is by narrow-gauge railways, but
if that is to be a snccess the House must
demand sympathetic treatment. When
the narrow-gauge lines were passed through
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this House, a promise was made by the
then Premier, that in view of the hostility
of the Railway department, they would
secure a sympathetic man to mal.lage the
narrow-gauge lines. In the case of the
Gernbrook line, a distance of 40 miles, of
which only 18 is the narrow gauge,
the department now takes four and a half
hours to convey the public over that. The
passengers are put out at Ringwood, 15
miles from 1\1 elbourne, and then they are
detained at Ferntree Gully. There is no
better place in Victoria for obtaining
successful results from the narrow-gauge
system than this Geul brook line. I cannot
speak so muchof the 'Vhitfield line, beyond
say.il'lg that I know it will be a good line
if managed properly, and I am pleased to
help the Minister in putting through a
further extension of that railway. But I
do say that we ought to know, and that the
Railway Cq>mmittee ought to be authorized
by the House to make inquiries with that
object, how the Railway department are
treating this narrow-gauge experimcl!lt upon
which depends so much the future
development of large tracts of land
in Gippsland. I may tell the Minister of
Lands that, so far as my experience of
Gippsland is concerned, after five years'
experience as Minister of Public Works, I
have no hesitation in saying that the first
cost of opening up the conntry would be
much cheaper by building narrow-gauge
railways, but if we are going to build these
narrow-gauge railways, we must place
their management in sympathetic hands,
and not in the hands of a department
that has always been hostile to them, and
al ways will be.
•
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They are too
narrow -minded.
Mr. TA"'"lERNER.-Narrow-gauge and
narrow-minded may perhaps rUll together.
I am very anxious that the Railways
Standing Committee should report to this
House as to the result of the departmental management of the narrow-gauge
lines. Honorable members will remember
that the other week letters appeared ill
the metropolitan newspapers, from fruitgrowers, complaining of the manuer in
which the department treated them in
connexion with the narrow-gauge line to
Gembrook. I have met several men who
are growing large quantities of raspberries
and gooseberries, and such fruit as that,
which require quick transit, and it was
painful to hear of the way in which
these tlufortul1i:\te people were being
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humbugged by the policy which the Railway
departm~nt has adopted in conn ex ion with
the running of these narrow-gauge railways.
I do not wish to detain the House, because
I am quite in accord with the Minister of
Uailways, but I think I may fairly ask
him to add those words to the resolut.ion,
seeing that they ill no way affect the
motion itself. It is simply asking that
the committ.ee shall further report upon
the policy of the department in the
management of the narrow-gauge lines
now opened. I do not know, Mr. Speaker,
whether I am in order, in proposing these
additional words, but perhapR the Minister
will accept the addition of these words to
his motion.
The SPEAKER. - The Minister can
adopt them.
Mr. TAVERNER-I trust that the
Minister of Railways, as an old member of
the Railways Committee, and as one
who was responsible with the other
members of the committee for the
construction of these and other lines,
will accept my amendment.
I thick
that in j nstice to his own colleagues on
the committee, it is only rigbt he should
do that. - I would go even further than
I have here indicated, because I am prepared to hand over the management of
these lines for a term of five years to the
Railway 'Committee, We have heard from
the Minister of Railways' own mouth
statements that he has been called upon
to contradict with regard to departmental
estimates. Everything goes to show the
hostility of the Railway department, and
I think that, in the interests of the
country, we all ought to see that the very
best inquiry is made into this subject
by a properly constituted body in order
to see that the lines which have been
specially selected to serve special distrir.ts
should be treated fairly.
Mr. SHIELS.-I trust that the House
and the Minister of Rail ways will not
listen to the foreign amendment my honorable friend, the honorable member for
Donald and Swan Hill, has moved.
Mr. r.rAVERNER.-It is not foreign.
Mr. SHIELS.-I will show the honorable member directly that it is.
The SPEAKER. - Does the honorable
member for Donald and Swan Hill move
the addition of those words as an amendment?
Mr. rrA VERNER. - I want to get in
order and would like the Miuister of
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Rail ways, as all old member of the Railways Committee, to agree to the addition
of these words.
Mr. H. R. 'VILUAMs.-rrhe proposal
of the Minister of Railways is a special
reference; that of the honorable member
for Donald and Swan Hill is a general
reference.
Mr. TAVERNER. - You can call mine
special.
Mr. SHIELS. - That of the honorable
member for Donald and Swan Hill is
special and bellicose. It calmot be done.
Mr. TAVERNER. - I should be very
pleased if the Minister would let me know
how I can achieve my object.
Mr. SHIELs.-That is another matter.
Mr. TAVERNER. - It would be done
in the interests of the country.
The SPEAKER.-Does any honorable
member second the 4l.mendment ~
Mr. TOUTCHER. - I will second the
amendment.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-rrhe seotion
of the Act under which the Minister refers
this line to the Railways Standing Committee is a distinctly differeu t section from
the one which would cover the amendment of the honorable member for Donald
and Swan Hill. If the honorable member
wishes to put a matter of that kind before
the House~ it should be 1>y a distinct resolution, and not by an amendment.
Mr. SHIELS.-I am going to speak to
the amendment, and urge the Minister of
Railways not to give way in the gracious
way demanded by my honorable friend,
the honorable member for Donald and
Swau Hill. The whole thing appears to
he an outrage upon the original Act. I
am not going to intervene upon a. point of
order, but I think the good sense of the
House should scout the amendment.
The SPEAKER.-I have always felt
this difficulty. There is an Act of Parliament dealing with thi2 question, and if
the House think fit they can frame a
standing order in consonance with the
Act. Our standing orders are in conflict
with the Act. '1'he honorable member is
entitled to moye an amendment on any
motion submitted to the House. My difficulty is that I am not supposed to know
Acts of Parliament, at least, not wholly.
I know the standing orders fa.irly well;
and they do not preclude the honorable
member from moving an amendment on a
motion. If honorable members will
refer the matter to the Standing Orders
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Committee, a st~nding order could be
framed to preclude that being done.
Mr. SHIELS.-I am not going to raise
a point of order, but I am going to appeal
to the good sense of the House not to
listen for a moment to the appeal made
by the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill. First of all we have a body
constituted by this House, presided over,
I think, by the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Mr. Vale), inquiring into
grievances in connexion with the department. If my honorable friend thinks
that there are good grounds for this complaint against the Railways Commissioners
for their attempt, as he says, to kill the
construction of narrow-gauge lines of railway, the proper tribunal to appeal to for
judgment after evidence would be the
body presided over by the honorable member for Ballarat ·West. But to tack an
amendment like this to a motion referring
a proposal to the statutory committee,
whose sole duty, according to the original
Act, is to inquire into questions in connexion with the construction of lines, is a
monstrous innovation on all decent order.
Mr. TAVERNER.-I understand, Mr.
Speaker, that you have ruled myamendment in order, and the leader of the Opposition is getting up and coolly disputing
your ruling 1
The SPEAKER. - I understand the
honorable member is not the leader of the
Opposition, and he is not disputing my
ruling.
Mr. SHIELS.-No, sir.
The. SPEAKER.-He is debating the
question, and I may tell mv honorable
friend that my ruling cannot "be disputed
immediately.
Mr. SHIELS.-.J prefaced my remarks
"by stating that I was not going to intervene on a point of order. I would appeal
to honorable members to leave the amendment severely alone if the matter goes to a
di vision. The Rail ways Standing Committee has Olle funetion, which is laid down
in the most clear and explicit terms, and
that is to inquire into the construction of
lines.
Mr. Fos'l'ER.-How many other things
have they had sent them 1
Mr. SHIELS.-In pursuance of that
~~'e Minister of Railways has brought
down a specific motion q llite in form with
the original Act, to inquire into
the construction of a narrow-gauge line from
Whitfield. Let me show honorable members exactly what this Act contemplates.
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By section 11 of Act 1350 it is provided
thatWhen either House of Parliament, by
resolution, refers for the consideration and re-

port of the committee any question relating to
the construction of narrow-gauge or other
railways the (;ommittee shall consider and
report thereon accordingly.

The function of that committee is to consider and report upon the construction of
a narrow-gauge or other railway, and my
honorable friend wanis to tack on to the
motion a direction that the committee
should inquire into the administration of
the narrow-gauge rail ways by the Rail ways
Comm issioners.
Mr. FOSTER.-It is time some inquiry
was made.
Mr. SHIELS.-There is a proper tribuoal, and that is either the special committee that is now inquiring into matters
in connexion with the department, or any
other public body authorized for that purpose alone.
Mr. BENT.-'Why do not you prGPose
that now ~
Mr SHIELS.-I am not prepared to
indorse for 0ne moment the suggestion
that the oommissioners have purposely
and maliciously attempted to kill the
narrow-gauge lines of this country. I
have an opim mind at the present moment,
and I shall believe those gentlemen innocent until they are proved guilty of that
heinous charge. I would ask the House,
in view of the original statute limiting the
functions of the committee· to questions as
to the construction of lines, in order to
save the ratepayers-Mr. PRENDERGAST .-How did they deal
with the Mallee Water Supply, and with
the Railway Buildings in Flinders-street 1
Mr. SHIELS.-I am not prepared to
say that that was right.
I have al ways
maintained in this House an opposite
view.
I had a large part as' Minister of Railways and Attorney-General
in originally framing the Act, and I
have always opposed the enlargement of
that Act, as Mr. Speaker knows, when
foreign and extraneous matters were being
introduced into the question before the
House for inquiry by that committee.
Honorable members will see that lhis is
entirely foreign to the work of the Railways Standing. Committee, and that if it
is to be done it should be done by another
tribunal. The question before the House
is a specific inquiry, and this House should
limit itself to that alone.
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Mr. TRENvVITH.-I would urge upon
the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill, and upon honorable members
generally, not to consider this very important question in eonjunction with the
resolution submittAd by myself.
That
honorable member has expressed himself
as favorable to this line which I have
proposed, but if his amendll'lent is
attached to this motion he will do the
very worst thing that can be done
for the line. The question that he snggests, if it is one that should be inquired
into at all, is one of very great import.anee, and one involving an important
matter of policy, and it must take a COll.:siderable time for its settlement. The
question with regard to this line need
take very little time indeed. The question whether the line should be con.:structed is one into which the committee
have inquired somewhat fully, and the
line is proposed now as a specific issue.
The committee will have to make some
other slight inquiries, but these need
not take very nmch time.
The
district
ha.s
been languishing for
years, and the rail way cannot be gone on
with if the Bill is not passed during this
session. If the question submitted by
the honorable member is attached to the
resolution, it would not be possible for
the line to be dealt with this session. It
is an entirely different reference. I do
not want to discusss the important issue
which has been raised by the honorable
member at all, because I agree with the
honorable member for Normanby, t.hat,
although in some degree related, it is
foreign to the resolution, and ought not
to be attached to it. I earnestly hope
honorable members will not discuss now
this other issue which has been submitted
by the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill. I admit its importance, but
it clouds the issue we have before
us, and there will be other opportunities of discussing it. There will be
.another and very full opportunity of
-discussing it on the railway estimates, if
honorable members so desire, and their
discussion will be unfettered by any con:sideration of propriety or order. Indeed
it cannot be legally attached to this
resolution, and I will submit to the
honorable member that he might get the
question dealt with by referring it to
the committee presided over by the
honorable member for Ballarat West
(Mr. Vale).
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Mr. VALE.-I thoroughly agree with
this desire for the construction, in suitable
districts, of narrow-gauge lines. I think
there are parts of the State where it would
be impossible to construct broad-ga.uge
lines with any regard to economy and
probable revenue, b.ut there is one aspect
of this matter I w«mld like to put before
the House. A committee, over which I
preside, has been appointed to inquire
into the management of the rail ways,
financial and otherwise, and I can asslu'e
the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill that that committee will not
permit that part of the subject to which
he refers to be overlooked. I have no
desire to waste the time of the Chamber
in giving an assurance that the fair play
or otherwise displayed towards narrowgauge lines will be fully inquired into_
We have got over the most troublesome
part of the inquiry, and I think the
country and the Chamber will be satisfied
that when the House appointed the committee they were fully justified in their
choice.
Mr. BENT.-I was out of the House
for a few minutes, and I do not know
what is before the Chair.
Mr. TRE~WITH.-I have moved tho
resolution appearing on the notice-paper.
Mr. BENT.-My idea is that the
motion should 'he passed without any
addition. Some twenty years ago I went
t~ Darjeeling, up the Himalyas.
I think
we rose about 7,000 fee~ in 50 miles. We
have no little hill in this country to be
compared with that. That trip was made
by a narrow-gauge line, and it was made
safely and more rapidly than upon our
wide-gauge lines here. To travel by the
railways in this country one might just as
well take a walk, for in some places you
could get along just as fast. Ten years
ago, if there had been some one behind it,
the line from Bruthen tc!> Omeo would
have 'been taken in hand. The surveys
cost pretty nearly as much as the line
would have eost. We intended that contractors should tender to make the line
from .Bruth~n to Omeo, saying how much
they would do it for, and also to make it of
such a character that it would be suitable
to the conditions of the traffic. For some
reason, however, we could not. get that
done. I see no difficulty in sending this
line on at once. The eommittee have the
information in their possession. Honorable members ought to bring up the
chairman <?f that committee, and let him
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talk on this subject, for he has inquired
into the subject of the various gauges in
different parts of the world.
Mr. 'l'RENWI'l'H.-He has reported on
that.
Mr. BENT.-If so, send it on to the
honorable member, and let him report
again. I would not' stop this line for
anything, but the honorable member to
whom 1 have referred should bring up
that report again, for the new liberal
members of this House. I am not referling to some of those old fogeys who used
to block us. 'What am 11
Mr. McKENZIE.-You are a new liberal.
Mr. W ARDE.-A progressive liberal.
Mr. BENT.-There are sevet:al progressi ve liberals in the House, and I myself am
amongst the number, and I have no dambt
that if this matter is sent on to the
committee there will be sufficient liberals
to carry it. There are hundreds of places
and hundreds of miles of country to which
there will be no other access but by
narrow-gauge rail ways, but these projects
have been killed bv the nurnerous and
costly surveys made by people who
knew nothIng about
the subject.
I strongly support the Minister's proposal
that this line shlOuld be sent to the committee, but I think that the committee
should also bring up a report on the question of narrow gauge.
~lr. FOSTER.--I think that anyone
who knows anything about the geography
of this country, or the mountainous parts
of it, must know that if it is eyer to be
deyeloped profitably, narrow-gauge lines
must be constructed. It is also a matter
of common. knowledge that the officials in
tbe Railway department are. prejudiced
against what they call break of gauge.
They put every obstruction in the way of
the opening up of this country by narrowgauge railways, and I had to tell the
Premier under whom I served, Sir George
Turner, that until he reconstructed the
construction branch of the Rail way department he would never get cheap railways
here. 'Why, what was it that brought
down the prioe of the construction of our
rail ways ~ It was the threat, as a matter
of fact, of constructing narrow-gauge lines
and light lines in the mallee. If one looks
back and sees what it cost to build rail ways
in the past, he will be surprised at the
extravagance of this State in the matter
of rail way construction. Of course, I do not
want to say anything against the reference
1)f this particular line to the Rail ways
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Standing Committee, of which I am a
member. I am in favour of that being done"
because I think it is the correct thing
to do. I also agree with the honorable
member for Donald, that the mismanage-·
ment of our narrow-gauge Jines should be
inquired into. But I do not think that
this is the right time to do it. I agree
with the view taken by the honorable
member for Normanby, and I think that
to attach such au addition to this motion
would mean destroying the motion aHogether.
I would suggest, therefore, that
the amendment should be withdrawn for
the present.
Mr. McKENZIE.-In regard to the
question of narrow gauge ve?·.~us broad
gauge, I must say that I am one of those
who believe that narrow-gauge lines should
not be constructed except in cases where
it is impracticable to construct broad· gauge
lines.
Mr. TRENWITH.- 'tVe all agree with
that.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do not know that
it is so, because I think the principle has
been departed from already, although we
have not gone very far. It has been departed from in the construction of tbe
line from vVangaratta to 'tVhitfield, which
is a level country. The only reason
why we departed from it in that case
was that it was urged that the line would
have to be continued over the mountain,
and therefore it would be necessary to
construct the lille to Whitfield on the
narrow-gauge principle. 'While I vQted
for it on that understanding, evidence
has been brought before the House since
then which has led me to question
whether I was wise in doing so. Another
departure to my mind fr()m that principle
was made in the construction of a narrowgauge line from Ferntree Gully to Gembrook. I think that that was not justified
nor warranted by the facts of the case. I
took the ground at the time that it was
not giving the narrow-gauge principle fair
play. It waft subjecting it; to a test that
was not fair, because we knoVl' that short
eock~purs do not pay as a rule, and in
this case it was building one cockspur on
another, adding a narrow-gauge cockspur
to a broad-gauge cockspur. We were told
at the time that improvements would be
brought into operation in connexion with
the transfel' of loading from the narrowgauge trucks to the broad gauge, and that
there would be no difficulty whatever
, with regard to it. It was pointed out
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then that the produce that' would be
carried on the line would consist large1r
of raspberries and fruit of that description, and that if it were ktlocked about it
would do it serious injury. Now, what is
the result; has that pronlise been carried
out ~ Have we had - up-to-date facilities
for transferring loading from the narro"
gauge to the broad gauge?
Mr. TAvERNER.·-No, we have not, and
never will get it.
Mr. McKENZIE. - We have had
llothing of the sort, and I say that the
state of things which obtains at Gernbrook
is to a very great extent a justification for
the amendment proposed by the honorable
member for Donald. I say that it warrants at all events, if it does not prove,
the suspicion that these narrow-gauge
lines are not lDeing sympathetically administered. I have said I am not in
favonr of narrow-gauge lines where it is
practicable to build:broad gauge.
Mr.E.H.CAMEHoN(Evelyn).-It was not
practicable to build a broad-gauge line
to Gembrook.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honorable member says it was not .practicable, but still
it did not seem a very wise thing to build
a narrow-gauge cockspur on to a broadgauge cockspur. Whether it was practicable or not, the position is this: that we
have been building narrow-gange lines in
order to test their valne pract~cally, and
surely common sense demands that they
should have a fair trial. Those who are
in a position to know, a1lld whose opinion
can be accepted, say that they are not
getting a fair trial. Now, that is a state
of things that should not be allowed to
exist for a day longer than is absolutely
necessary. 'We should get at the truth
and know whether anything is being done
to prevent these lines from paying to the full.
If it can be proved that any officer of the
Railway department is by his acts preventing full justice from being done to these
linos, then I do not care what his position
may be, but I say that he should not be
tolerated in the department for a single
day longer. The man ·who betrays his
position in that way should not be per~
mitted to remain in the service of the department. While the suspicion r~rnains,
I think it is the duty of the House and
the Government to see that the matter is
settled at the very earliest moment. Now,
I come to the question of the construction
of this line. I believe that the Minister'
is justified in going as far as pOBsi ble to
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meet the requirements and interests of
the people at Tolmie. I tuink that if any
people are placed in an exceptional position, th.ey are. Their necessities are very
great. rrhey were led into settling in that
district by the distinct promise of the
Government that a line of railway would
be built. At the same time, of course,
the country cannot afford to build a line
that would result in very great loss, and
the only way to settle the question is to
refer it to the Rail ways Standing Committee. I believe, myself, that the estimate given by the department as to the
pr(i)bable receipts from the line is far under
what is likely to be realizedj but while I
say that, I will also say that I do not
think that the present Minister of Railways has kept faith with regard to the
promise made by his predecessor in office,
the honorable member for Maryborough.
Mr. PEAcocK.-It would be too hard to
keep all the promises made by that honorable gentleman.
Mr. McKENZIE.-When a Minister
makes an official promise all the floor of this
Honse, and also to a deputation, it is generally supposed that the incoming Minister
is bound by the promise of his predecessor,
unless it can be shown that that promise'
was an improper one. Now, I defy the
Minister to say that the promise made by
the honorable member for Maryborough
was in any way improper.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-Which promise do you
refer to 7
Mr. McK.ENZIE.-I refer to the promise to construct a line of railway from
Alexandra-road to Alexandra! a distance of
about 4 miles. I consider that that promise was justified by the fact that the
Railways Standing Committee, of which
the present Minister of Railways was a
member, inspected that route ill connexion
with the construction of a line to VV' ood's
Point. I find that the committee's report
on the 'Vood's Point lille contains a paragraph approving of the construction of
the line to Alexandra. Honorable members, perhaps, are not aware that this is a
cockspnr from the ]ine between Tallarook
and Mansfield. Four miles of it has been
constructed, and another 4 miles remains
to be finished. It is nearly twenty years
ago since a promIse was given Vo> the
people of the district that the extension
would 'he made almost immediately, but
it has not been made yet.
.' Mr. TUCKER.-Has the Yea line ever
paid?

:2570

Whitfield to

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mahaikah Railway.

Mr. McKENZIE.-It is paying at the I. do not know whether the present Gopresemt time a great deal better than vernment expected me after they came into
many other lines, and this addition' would office to carry out any promises I had made
make it pay better still. This ex.tension while I occupied the position of Minister.
·of 4 miles would open up a fertile
Mr. TRENWITH.-You could not have carcountry of root crops, which are most ried them all out if you had stayed in till
profitable to a railway. I shall not enter doomsday.
on a. discussion of tho merits of that line
Mr. OUTTRIM.-The present Minister
now, because it is not necessary. I merely is entitled to all courtesy. I do not thank
point to the fact that the Railways Stand- 'him for the remarks he has made from
iug Committee has already approved of time to time, but I may tell him that if
the extension, although not officially, ever I have the ho'nour to hold a portfolio
he cause it was only done in connexion again, I will do the best I possibly can to
with the report on a line to, Wood's carry out any promise made in a fair and
Point. Unfortunately for the district, square manner by those whom I succeed.
the present Minister of Railways was
Mr. MURRAY.-That ought to be as
absent when the route was inspected by good as six or seven Totes.
the Railways Standing Commitwe, and as
Mr. OUTTRIM.--The Minister of Railhe did not have an opportunity of getting
ways
has been in office for twelve months,
the information that was possessed by his
.colleagues, he, of course, is not so much in and this seems to be the C!mly line of railsympathy with it as they were. The way that has commended itself to his
construction of that line has been deferred better judgm.ent during that period. All
from time to time, but after the Railways I can say is that I shall be happy to
Standing Committee approved of it and assist him in sending this line to the Railthe Minister of Railways promised it, the ways Standing Committee, but at the
people naturally thought that they same time I wish to draw the attet.'ltioll
were very close to getting it. Then, of the Minister of Lands to the fact that
when the present Minister comes unless the 32nd section holdings in this
iuto office he sets it all aside, and the district are cut up so as to induce a
constrnction of the line, for all we know, larger population this liue cannot pay.
is further off than ever. I do not think The holders of those allotments have ofthat is a fair position. I am not saying fered to allow thenl to be cut up for that
one word against the line which it is now pu.rpose, but nothing has been done. I
wish to impress UpOl1 the Minister of Railproposed to refer to the c0mmittee, but I
do say that the Minister of Rail ways ways that if he desires that the construcought to refer the other line also. The tion of uhis line should be authorized by
honorable gentleman should have carried Parliament, be should see that some action
out the promise made by his predecessor, is taken by the Lands department in the
and I hope he will see his way to give direction I have indicated.
Mr. TRENWITH.-1 have been in coneffect to that promise at the very earliest
ference with the Minister of Lal1lds on
.opportunity.
Mr. OU'rTIUM.--I have always been that very question, and it has been decided
.an advocate of referring lines to the to take action .
Mr. OUTTR1M.-The Minister did not
Rail ways Standing Committee, so that
honorable members may be in a J!losition tell us that in his speech, but if he has
t~ (lome to a conclusion as to whether a
dOl!le that he has done his duty, and it is
particular line shall be built or not. The probable that the line will pay. There is
present Minister of Hailways seems to no member of this Assembly who would
attaah very little importance to any do more to carry railway construction to
promises made by his predecessor or his every point than I wOllld; but, unless
predecessors. It is generally understood, something is done io increase the nUluber
as a matter of courtesy between the of holdings, it is impossible for this line
incoming Minister and the outgoing to pay.
Mr. KEAsT.-The land there is only
Minister, that, wherever he can possibly
do so, the incoming Minister will try to worth about £2 an acre.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-h is worth five
carry out any promises made by his
predecessor, because, after all, the times that.
Mr. KEAS'l.'. - I can sell you any amount
promises are ouly made during the
eurrency of the Minister's term of office. at £2 an acre.
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'.NIl'. ·OUTTRIM.-The honorable memfuel' may be quite correct a'S regards
!portions of this land.
Mr. TAVERNER.-He is only joking.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Honorable members
. Iknow very well that a one-chain road will
:sometimes divide land that is worth on
.one side £25 or .£30 an acre, while the
,land on the other side is only worth £4
-or £5 an acre.
Mr. KEAs1'.-This is all very poor
. QOllll try.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAlIS. - You know
nothing about it.
Mr. KEAsT.-I have been there oftener
-,than you have.
The SPEAKER.-The House at this
.stage, I think, does not require the opinion
·of either honorable member on that point.
Mr. OUTTIUM.-I am perfectly prepared to assist the Minister in passing his
.resolution, but before sitting down I want
to again press upon him the necessity for
taking some steps in the interim to cut
!Up the 32nd section holdings so as to
induce population to settle there and help
the railway. If that is not done I for one
will be compelled at the proper time to
.oppose the construction of the line.
Mr. METHVEN.-We are informed by
the honorable member who has just re~sumed his seat tLlat the 1linister of
Rail ways has been in office for about
t\velve ~ months, and I think the House
ought to congratulate the Minister on
the fact that he is able to bring forward
,this resolution at such an early period of
the session. We have been sitting here
-for six months, and the Minister has only
been able to bring forward a proposal for
one little bit of railway of 15 or 20
miles. 'N e know that for months back
letters have appeared in the press, and
.deputation after deputation has waited
on the Minister, urging the claims of
-different parts of the countl'Y with respect
td> railway communication. 'Ve know
that in other parts of the country railway lines have been brought up and
,submitted to the consideration of the
Railways Standing Committee years ago.
Some of these have run the gauntlet of the committee, and have even
-been passed by this House to be con··structed. vVe are naturally anxious to
know why some of these lines have
-not received consideration at the hands of
the present Minister of Railways. If it is
;going to be another six months before
.another resolution of this description is

11lahaikah Ra,ilway.

2571

brought before the House, there is little
possibility of the extension of our railway
system to any appreciable degreE) for
years to come. So far as the narrow
gauge is concerned, I have been entirely
opposed to it from the ver~ inception .
In my opinion, the House made the
greatest mistake in going in for short
cockspm's on the narrow gauge.
The
people in those districts will have to pay
the penalty for all time in the cost of
transferring their goods from one
gauge to another. It is for tha.t reason I
have always opposed the llarrow-gauge
system. I could understand the position
taken up by the honorable member for
Brighton in going in for the narrow-gauge
lines if the system were started in East
Gippsland. A narr<Dw-gauge line might
be run from Bail'l1sdale, through Bruthen
or Tarnbo, towards Omeo, or a line might
start at Cunninghame and be carried
through to Orbost in entirely new country.
Then we should have a separate system
entirely, and railway communication
would be given in country that it is
almost impossible for people to get
through at present. The people in Easii
Gippsland would then be able to run their
goods down to a harbor from which they
could be carried cheaply to Melbourne. I
could understand the adoption of narro\\'gauge lines under those circumstances,
but I cannot understand the idea
of constructing a narrow-gauge line
for the short cocks pur from Colac tc? the
Beech Forest, or from Ferntree Gully to
Gembrook. With regard to the line now
before us, we Cal-1llot get away from the
fact that a portion of the line has already
been constructed on the narrow-gange
principle, and if the line is extended the
gauge, of course, must remain the same.
r do not wish tID move allY amendment,
although I believe I should be quite in
order if I were to move that another line
should be referred to the Rail ways Standing Committee instead of this. I have no
wish to do that. What I should like to
know is whether the Minister can give us
any information as to when he is likely
to bring forward any other resolution of
this description, dealing with some other
very important and urgent lines that
require to be constructed in different
parts of the country. Surely we are not
going to stand still for another twelve
months and do nothing more than bnild
this little bit of railway. The pe,ople in
different parts of the country have been
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promised railways for the last fifteen or
twenty years. The shire councils' funds are
so low that they cannot construct roads, and
the people at present have neither roads
nor railways. If we expect to keep the people
on the lands then we should make an
effort to get a little money to construct
railways or tramways for them. 'We are
told that in some parts of the country it
is utterly impossible to construct broadgauge lines. There is nothing impossible
in railway construction. If you go to the
Zig Zag, in the- Lithgow Valley, you will
see a line COllstnlcted where our Minister
would tell yon that it is utterly impossible.
vVe are becoming so timid that we are
afraid to tackle anything in the shape of
public expenditure, however necessary it
may be if tho people are called upon to
spread themselves about in order to develop
the resources of the country. I hope that
before the end of the session the Minister
will be able to reeommend some other line
of railway to be sent to the Railways
Standing Committee for consideration.
Mr. MURRAY.-I must confess I was
rather astonished when I heard from the
Minister of Railways the inducements that
it was necessary to hold out for settlers to
take lip that land. They must have been
on the top of the frontiers of new countries
like the old Puritan farmers who had to
contend with savage tribes of Indians. It
was not the hatchet alone, but they had tQ
take the rifle in this district. The Minister of Railways spoke about some
mythical band of bushrangers that the
House never heard of. I believe it exists
only in the mind of the Minister himself.
This was to be a sufficient reason why a
rail way should be constructed for these
early and valiant pioneers. My historical know ledge about the Ned Kelly gang
is that it was located in an entirely differeut di.strict. Perhaps I was wrong.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-Yes, you were.
Mr. MURRAY.-Perhaps the Minister
and the honorable member for Anglesey
know something more about the matter
tha.n I do. There was something else that
the Minister told us. "Ve are supposed.
to refer these lines to an impartial
tribunal, but we find already, as I
learn from tho Minister of Railways,
that the Railways Sta-Gding Committee is biased in favour of this
line - that it has already given some
indication that it is in favour of it. The
Minister talked about some wonderful expansion that is going to take place in. the
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distriet. Whilst he is in favour of th~
line the information that he has given ie
calculated to make honorable members.
oppose the remission of it to the Railways
Standing Committee. Thf' official esti·
mates show that there will be an annual
loss on the line of £2,600, and for a line·
22 miles long, in such· a country, that is.
a loss tbat ought to make the House·
pause. If that is to be the future policy
of this country in regard to railways,.
what position is to be taken up in regardto the Railways Standing C(I)mmittee?
The Minister speaks of the development
that will take place in the district when
the railway is constructed, but he was;
distinctly silent as to the nature of the
prospective production.
Mr. McKENzIE.-He illustrated onething.
Mr. MURRAY.-Yes, timber. Every
country line is backed up by the expectation that there is to be a large traffic in
timber. The proposal to eonstrnct almost
every liBe that has been placod before the'
House has been backed up by the recommendation that it will open up some fine
tract of splendi'll timber country. That
recommendation was offered in the case on
the Gembrook and the Otway linos, a.nd
in the case of nearly all the new rail ways.
Mr. TRENwI'l'H.-Except Warrnambool.
Mr. MURRAY.-I am going to allude·
to the necessity for railway construction
in the ,,,estern district-that lGmg-settlec1
and productive distriat. 'Ve have it on'
very good authority-what better authority is there than that of the honorablemember for Dandenong~-that the land is
worth from 308. to £2 an acre. Wha.t
kind of prod uotion do you expect to get
from land of that character? It can only
be land of a pastoral character, and that.
is not likely to be developed by rail ways.
The houorable member for Eaglebawk dissents from t.hat view, but there is not as
much decisiveness as usual about the honorable member in the expression of his
(Jonvictions. I have my doubts as to the·
honorable member for Eaglehawk ever hav'ing been in that district personally; perhaps
he gets his ideas from the Minister of
Railways or the H.ailways Standing Committee. The Minister of Railways hag.
said nothillg as to what the land is adapted
for-whether for fruit· growing, potatogrowing, dairying, or general agricultural
purposes.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It is adapted for the·
whole lot.
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Mr. MURRAY.---To make a line that
o(IORts £72,000 pay, this 20,000 acres of
'land must be exceptionally good.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-SO it is exceptionally
good.
Mr. MURRAY.-Any one who knows
it will say that it is but land of ordinary quality. ""Ve are asked to refer
the line on a vague statement, unsupported by one tittle of evidence
given by the Minister. The Minister
alluded to the amendment of the honorable member for Donald and Swan Hill.
It is a new objection to say that the
amendment has nothing tv do with the
proposal submitted. 'Ve have asked the
committee to make inquiries into. matters
that were much more irrelevant to railway
constl'llcticm than this.
I think the
strongest objectiol'l that could be made to
the amendment is that we would not be
referring the matter to a fair trfbunalthat we would be submitting it, to a body
that has made up its milld against the
management by the Railway department
of these narrow-gauge lines. The chairman of the committee has plainly indicated his opinion that the narrow-gauge
lines have not had fair treatment. The
honorable member for Gipp~land East. has
declared his opi Ilion to tho same effect.
Therefore, I say it would not be submitting the inquiry to It body that was likely
to deal impartially with it jf we referred
it to the Railways Standing Committee,
and for that reason I think the honorable
member ought to withdraw the amendment. We have a select committee presided over by the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Mr. Vale), a thoroughly
impartial body, energetic and earnest for
work, and I don't think any better court
{!onld be used to try the case as to the
management or misma,nagement by
the Railway department of these
The chairman
narrow - gauge lines.
has said that the committee is quite
willing to undertake the work. ·Whether
it be in favour or against, the sooner we
get the report of the Railways Sbmding
Committee on this line the better.
~fr. A. HARRIS.-I do not rise for the
purpose of entering into the discussion as
to whether this line should or should not·
be referred to the Rail ways Standing
Committee, seeing that I ~m a member of
it. Having the assurance of the honorable member for Ballarat ""Vest (Mr. Vale)
that the matt,er as to how the narrowgauge lines are being worked would be
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inquired into by his committee, I think
the honorable member for Donald and
S\. . an Hill might well withdraw the amendment. The whole trouble in connexion
with the narrow-gauge rail ways-a system
of construction which many of us advoeated eighteen or twenty years ago-has
arisen from the fact that a promise made
to the Assembly by Mr. Isaacs, when
acting as Premier during the absence of
Sir George Turner in England, was not
carried out.
At that time Mr. Isaacs
said clearly and distinctly that it ,vas
better not to put the construction of
narrow-gauge lines into unsympathetic
hands. If the intention then expressed
to appoint an expert who was in sympathy
with narrow-gauge lines had been carried
out, we should not be in the present
position of having some doubt as to
whether these rail ways were being treated
on their merits or not. I do not believe
for a moment that the railway officers in
charge are acting in an nnfair manner
towards the narrow-gauge lines, but I do
believe that, as the Engineor-in-Chief and
other officers have not taken kiudly to the
system, it would have been better to have
placed the constrLlction and the adm.iniHtration in other hands.
Mr. GU..LIEs.-Are you going to dismiss
the Engineer-in· Chief ?
Mr. A. HARRIS.-N 0; I do not feel
disposed to do that, and I am sure the
honorable member does not. 'fhe hon<o1'able member for Anglesey spoke of the
two departlll'es from the broad-gauge
system, the one from Wangaratta to
Whitfield, and the other from Ferntree
Gully to Gcmbrook. Neither of these
lines can be regarded in the shape of a
departure, so far as the main lines are
concerned. The Wangaratta to Whitfield
line would never have been authorizecl on
the narrow-gauge principle were it not
that it was only portion of a line intended
to be carried to the Tabletop Hills. As
far as the Gembrook line is concerned, it
was a question of narrow gauge or no gauge
at all, for to construct a broad-gauge line
there the eost would have been prohibitory.
Mr. KEAsT.-The people would be better
without it,
Mr. A. HARRIS.-I believe there arc
some difficulties in connexiolll. with the
narrow-gauge line at Gernbrook, and
that it is not being worked satisfactorily
at present, but these difficulties relate to
administration. I know several complaints
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have been made that the Gembrook
line 1S not being worked satisfactorily,
because of want of sympathy in the Rail··
way department for narrow-gauge li~es. I
am not prepared to go that length, but it
is certain that the line is not being worked
as satisfactorily as it might be. It is to
be hoped that the Rail way department
will fil1d some means of working that line
so that it will better meet public wants,
and lead to improved results as far as the
country is concerned.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Dr. - McINERNEY.--I would like to
thank the Minister of Rail ways for proposing this motion, and members for the
kind ,'..-ay in which they have received it.
It will be some satisfaction to the House
to know that there afe upwards of 500
settlers in the rich rrabletop Hills of this
country, and that everyone of them is
expectantly waiting to see this motion
passed. -There is such intense eagerness
amongst them tha.t when the notice of
motion was given by the Minister, it was
telegraphed to the district, and the glad
tidings were soon sent throughout the
country.
Mr. IRVINE.-"Tith regard te> what
was raised by the honorable member for
Marybomugh, it does seem to me to be a
11latter of very great importance that the
Rail ways Standing Committee should
understand what is the intention of the
Lands department with regard to the
large areas held under lease. It is a,
matter of great importance to the committee jn considering this line, and the
committee should have some information
on the subject.
Mr. PEACOCK.-That is always supplied.
Mr. IRVINE.-I think the Honse
should have some indication of the information giv'en to the committee. It
""ill be a matter of gTeat importance to
the committee in coming to its decision.
The motion was agreed to.
CONSTITUTION CONVENTION
BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Before the ordors of
the day arc call'ed on, I desire to make u
statement to the House with regard to
the intentions of the Government concerning the Bill known as the Convention
Bill, the second reading of ,,,hich was
carried a short time since. I promised,
when the matter was lDrought under my
notice in the ChaLllber,. to make a statement as soon as the Old-age Pensions

Convention Bill.

Bill had been sent to another place, and!
in accordance with that promise-made·
last week when the honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay)
questioned me on the s\1.bject of the intentions of the Government in regard to the
Bill-I intend now to intimate to the·
House the determination the Cabinet has.
come to. I have to say that the matter
has received very full and careful
consideration at the hands of myself and.
the members of the Government with
regard to the position that the Government should take up, and the determination that my colleagues and myself ha.ve
come to is that we shall not go on with
the Bill at the present time; not that the·
Government do not still believe that a
convention is the best method of dealing
with the question of the reform of the·
Constitution. I am one of those who·
cannot, imd will not as long as I remain
in public life, be unprepared to admit that
\V hich is a complete fact.
I cannot dis~
guise from myself, as the leader of the·
Government, that if the Bill were pressed
on now it would mean the defeat of many
of the leading principles of the measure,.
and besides that it would be to some
extent taking up the time of Parliament
and the country by pressing on with this.
measure at this time. I, as leader of the
Government, being responsible to theHonse and to the people, feel that other
and more important work requires our
attention.
Mr. E. D. WII"LIAl\1S.-Not more important.
Mr. PEACOCK. - vVell , more urgent.
In listening most carefully to the debate
on the second reading of the Bill, I have
been considerably influenced by the state~
mellt.s made by many members, that it is.
possible to reform our parliamentary institutions without recourse to the course suggested by the Government. I, therefore, as.
head of the Government, propose to take an
opportunity of testing that matter, and
with that object in view, I desire now to
take advantage of the privilege given me
of announcing the lines upon which I and
my colleagues think thcf(~ should be
reform, and the lines on which our
measure will be based when brought down
for consideration. I feel that it is due
from me to the House, and to the people,
to announue at the earliest opportunity
what our views are with regard to the
lines on which reform should be carried
ou t, and whether members differ from me
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or not, I am sure they will give me with that matter. I feel that whatever·
attention while I explain the conclusion of reform takes place, it must provide for a;
my colleagues and myself with regard to settlement of any difference that arises.
this very important matter. Our Bill, ·between the two Chambers. Any reform
when brought down, will provide for a that does not provide for that very
reduclion of the members of this House necessary matter will be unsatisfactory.
from 95 to 80, and of the hlembers of And it is a matter that can be dealt with
another place from 48 to 40. Our pro- at a time when there is no great poli ticaL
posal will also be based on the lines of excitement, and when there are no great
single electorate~ ·for this Chamber and differences of opinion between the two
single provinces for another plact. ·With Chambers. It can then be looked at
regard to the question of qualification, it calmly and carefully, in the light of thegoes without saying that, so far as the experience we have gained. So that our
candidates for the Assembly are concerned, proposals will provide for a double dissothere will be no property qualification, lution-that is for the dissolution of both
just as there is not at present, and the Houses simultaneously-in the case of a
candidates will be restricted to the male parliamentary dead-lock. Sh(!)uld it uneleotors. Every. ratepayer is to be eligible fortunately happen that the differences
as a voter for another place, and every between the two Chambers are still not
male ratepayer is to be eligible as a candi- able to be adjusted, we propose that there
date. The Government will also provide shall be ~ joint sitting of the members of
in the measure that there shall be ad ult the two Houses, and that the decision of a
simple majority of those present shall be·
suffrage.
Mr. BENT.-Are female ratepayers to final. Thus, the differences will then be
have a vote ~
ended. 'Ve also propose to provide that
Mr. PEACOCK. - Yes, for another the voters shall vote in the electoral displace, but not to be eligible to hold tricts in which they reside, and that they
seats. Adult suffrage will be provided shall not be able to transfer their votes·
for in the measure, and the Government from onc electoral district to another.
have determined to provide for the power There will be a distinct provision that the·
of snggestion being given to another place voter shall only vote in the electoral diswith regard· to measures on which at trict whei:e his honae is.
present they cannot suggest.
1Ir. TAVERNER.-But who will decide as
Mr. SHIELs.-Money Bills ~
to where his home is 7
Mr. PEACOOK.-Yes.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The necessary proviMr. METHVEN.-I am glad you have sion will be framed later on, and inserted
adopted my notice of motion after all.
in the Bill.
Mr. PEACOCK.-And we propose in
Mr. SHIELs.-rrhe Premier is not movrespeot to Money Bills to copy the pro- ing the introduction of a Bill.
visions of the Commonwealth Constitution
:Mr. PEACOCK. -..: No; I am only
Act. We do not favour a very large reduction in the rmrnber of Ministers. Those making a gener:tl statement to honorable
of us who have had the-responsibility of members.
The SPEAKER.-I am afraid I ani.
administering departments know full well
that if a Minister wishes to do his duty slightly at fault in not calling honorable
faithfully, it takes a tremendous amount members who have interjected to order.
of time.
'Ve favour a reduction I would remind the House that it is
to the number we have at present- alwayf. usual to listen to the leader of the
that is seven in this Chamber and two in House, when he is making an explanat.ion
another place-and we propose to adopt on a yery important public question, not
the suggestiolls often made in past years o.nly to the House, but to the country.
Mr. PEACOCK..-Of course, there will
that Ministers shall have a right while
sitting in one Chamber of being able to go be a provision in the Bill that the Legisto the other to explain measures, and thus htiye Assembly shall be elected for three
facilitate the transaction of pu blic business. years. ·We also intend to provido that the
Legislative Council shall be elected for six
,]~hcn there is a question on which I have
alwa.ys held very strong views myself, and years, and that-honorable members will recollect that in
Mr. MURRAy.-Reducitlg the numbers,_
moving the second reading of the Consti- do you propose-.
tution Convention Bill, I dealt stroIlgly
The SPEAKEH..-Order.
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Mr. PEACOCK.-It will not affect me
in the slightest, Mr. Speaker. Our Bill, as
I have just said, will provide that the
Legislative Council shall be elected for
six years, and also that one-half of the
mem.bers shall retire every three years.
We think that that will be a better
arrangement that the present system,
and that when a general election takes
place - and Parliaments nearly always
run their full term-it will be better to
have the members of another place elected
under this ne\'\7 order of things. We also
think that the elections to the Legislative
Council should be held about the same
time as the elections to the Legislative
Assembly, because we feel that that
provision would lead to greater interest
being taken in the elections of members
of another place than has been evinced
in the past. With regard to the questi011
as to when the Government will determine
to bring in these proposals, I may say
that i8 not the intention of the Government to iutroduce the Bill this session,
but, as honorable members will readily
llnderst~tnd from my statements on previous occasions when I was dealing with
financial matters, Parliament must, in my
judgment. be called together very much
earlier next session, to deal with financial
q uesti0ns, and the Government consider
that it will be better to defer dealing
with the subject of parliamentary reform
until next session, when we will be summoned to meet at an earlier date than
usual to deal with financial proposals.
In the present state of uncertainty
with regard to financial affairs, J, as
Treasurer, responsible to this House,
keenly feel my responsibility. Until we
see a little more clearly than we do at
present, I feel that we will have to move
cautiously in connexion with our financial
proposals. I am certain that it will be
necessary for us to meet at a much earlier
period than usual next session to consider
financial matters, and then the Government will bring down a Bill embodying
the proposals ot the Government for the
constitutional reforms which I have
briefly outlined to the House. I may be
asked, "'Vhy not introduce and press on
the measure at this stage ~ " 'Ven, I
think honorable members will see with
me that the urgency of the matt.er is not
so great this session. In the ordinary
CQurse of events, bad the convention
proposals of the G0vornment been likely
tl) receive acceptance, and had they been
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pressed on, honorable members, whether
favouring or opposing those proposals,
will recognise that it would have taken
some considerable time before the report
of the convention would have been available. In view of the different stages which
the measure would have to pass through,
honorable members will see that the question was one of urgency, and one which.
ought to have been brought forward in the
first session of this Parliament. Byadopting
the course now proposed, the Government
will be able to test the possibility of parliamentary reform being achieved by parliamentary methods, as has been claimed by
opponents of the convention proposal, and
to those who may differ from me as to the
course I have laid down this afternoon,
(after the fullest consultation with my
Ministerial colleagues), and to those who
may say that I and my colleagues, after
having been pledged to the convention
proposal, are nuw abandoning it, I desire
to say, in the first place, that I am just as
much satisfied in my own mind as I have
ever been, and still honestly believe, that the
convention method is the better method of
coming to a satisfactory conclusion in connexion with the question of parliamentary
reform, but I am not insensible to the fact
that, if that rnethod be adopted, delays
will take place, and that the Convention
Bill did not receive at the hands of this
Chamber the measure of acceptance I anticipated for it. And, whilst the Government are adopting this other course, I feel
that it may yet be possible and indeed quite
probable that I, as head of the Goverllment, if still occnpying this position later
on, believing that there will be diffieulties
in acconaplishing p:.trliamentary reform by
means of the other method I have outlined this afternoon, may yet have to propose a resort to the method of the convention proposal. But I feel thn.t I am now
carrying out a dut.y which lowe to the
State and to .those who placed me in my
present responsible position. To those
who claim that I and the Government
ought now to press on with that particular
measure, I desire to say that I have a
duty to the country, and that I feel it
would be ullwi3e at this stage to press
on with the matter, because there is other
work of importance to be done.
In
addition to that, I also claim that
I am still carrying out the pledge
made by the leader of our party,
Sir George Tnrner, when speaking at
St. Kilda on the cOllvention proposal,

Constitution

[12 Nov., 1901.J

on the 19th October, 1900, for his words
were as follows:He believed in the election of a convention
to determine the reforms to be made in the
Upper House. ,"Vhat they desired to secure
was reform, and he did not care how it was
obtained as long as a satisfactory measure of it
was secured. They did not ca,re whether it
was brought a.bout by means of a convention,
or by a Dill brought before both Houses, as
long a.s it was achie\'ed.

In accordance with that statement, the
Government, having tried the one
method, I now propose, as head of the
Government, to try the other method, and
I shall submit the proposal with confidence
to my fellow members, who, I am sure, will
believe that I am actuated by what I consider the highest and the best motives in
the interests of' the party I have the
honour and pleasure to represent, and in
the interests of the State.
Mr. IRVINE.-I think we may allow
ourselves on this(the opposition) side oftbe
House the expression of a certain feeliug
of gratification at the complete conversion which the Government have suffered
on tbiH question of constitutional reform.
Mr. MURRAY.-'rhe arguments are on
. the other Hide.
Mr. IHVINE.- But that conversion
has not been altogether without duress.
It reminds me of the process of conversion which waH adopted in the case of a
scion of an ancient race, who was held
under water by a sailor until he had
abjured his ancient faith. 'We hear that
the clOnvention proposal is not absolutely
to be given up, that the convention may
still be proposed as a last resort, bllt I
feel perfectly COll vinced tha.t wo shall
never hear another word of it in this
House. ,Vith regard to the pa.rticular
proposalH which havo been outlined by the
Premier, I do not desire to express any
opinion on them, further than to say that
they bear a strong family resemblance to
proposcl,b that were phced before this
House by another pa.rty leader on a former
occasion.
Lt.-Col. HEAY.-I beg' to move the
adjournment of the H(I)Use for the purpose
of discussing the Ministerial a.bandonment
of the Constitution Convention Bill.
Twelve members having risen in their
places (as required by the standing order)
to support the motion,
]~t.·Col.llEAYsaid-- Tcan hardly imagine
that honorable members of this House
will regard it as an impropriety ·if I, as a
snpporter of the Government, take the
Session 1901.- [172]
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earliest opportunity of offering my protest
against an act in politics for which I think
it would be very difficult to find a
parallel. But it might, perhaps, be of some
a.d vantage to us all if 1 were to recall a
few of those circumstances for the purpose
of showing how we now stand. Honorable members will recollect, to begin with,
that at the last general elt:ction in this
State the programmes of the rival parties
before the country were singularly nlike.
There was just one salient' point {)f difference between them, bu t the difl'erence
was clear and distinct. The then Oppositicm went to the country with a proposal
that the constitutional reform which was
deemed on all sides to be necessary, but
the character of which, of course, might
naturally and properly be a matter
of opinion, should be carried Oltt by
means of a convention. The Government of the day,. on the other hand,
put forward certain propositions for reform of a definite character. Those of
us ~'ho came into this House as supporters
of the then Opposition, and who cast our
votes soon after entering the House in the
direction and with the effect of putting
the pre~cllt Government into their present
position, did so because we considered that
that Governmeut was pledged to the
country to uphold the principles f(Dr the
maintenance of which the majority of the
members of this House had been returned.
'rhat is surely th~ constitutional usage.
The verdict of the country having been
given on a definite and "cry important
matter, it became the duty of the part.y
which put that matter before the country
to give effect to the will of the country in
It was not
the eOl1stitutional way.
merely one of those referendum votes
which some honorable members are inclined to regard lightly, but it was the'
constitutional method of appealing to thc
country, and a. constitutional verdict was
given in a wa.y which ought to have been
sa.tisfactory to the most exacting constitutionalist which this HOllse can possibly
contaiu. Now, what has been the result?
The Prewier told us to-night, in the course
of his very remarkable statement to this
House, that Sir George Turner had said
something during the election campaign
which seemed to imply that either of the
alternative courses was open to him. As
a matter of fact, 'what Sir George 'l'urner
did say was not, in my opinion, open to
the eonstrucLion which has been placed
But what did Sir George
upon it.
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Turner say after the election had taken I But now, after bringing the Convention
place ~ III 1.\ press interview on the 3rd Bill forward, after getting the second
November-and this House was elected reading approved by a majority of this
on the 1st, November-an interview, the House, we are asked to say that we were
report of which I bave every reason to all wrong, that this method which the
believe is accurate-it was not at the country has declared it prefers to
time in any way contradicted, but was any set proposals for reform, sllch as·
generally a,ccepted-Sir George Turner is those whiqh were put forward by th.e
reported to have said this-·
then Ministerial party at the general
The country has returned 52 or 53-certainly
election, shall lDe set aside now in order
52-members absolutely pledged to the conthat the Ministry may s8ize upon the
vention. If the liberal party, which I at
Oppositiou programme, and tell us that
present lea,d, return to power, as seems
after all this is the programme-the procertain, we will proceed to give effect to those
pledges.
gramme which the country rejected'l'hose were the words of the constitutional that we must accept. Of course, when
leader of the Opposition at that time, in- Parliament met after the general election,
terpreting his duty to this country, and there was an anticipation on some of our
he was put into office because the men. parts that one of the first questions would
who had gone to the country as can- be the question of constitutional reform,
didates in favour of t.he convention had but we did not get that question brought
been returned in sufficient numbers to put forward in the first session of Parliament
him into power. Now, Mr. Speaker, may at all. The Premier told us to-night that
I ask honorable members to consider it was not important, though I think he
whether, under all these circumstances, afterwa.rds modified that term, and stated
the action of the Government is what we that it was not urgent. I do not know
might have expected from them ~ I may whether the honorable gentleman bears in
say that [ am talking now rather to those miud the fact that he-1 venture to suphonorable members who supported the pose in common with all others who recomcon vention as candidates. I cannot ex- mended the c)onvention, and recommended
pect honorable members who went to the the Convmition Bill-recommended federacountry as opponents of the convention to tion to the people of this State, and pointed
be other than delighted with the state- out in platform speeches that one of the
men t of the Premier. Indeed, the note of incidental results of fedem.tion would be
hilarity in the remarks of the leader of the the remodelling of tl;t8 State establishment.
Opposition to-night-the triumph in his We expected that remodelling to come
tone-is just what any of us might have as soon as practicable after the aCCOlllUp to the
expected under these circumstauces. I plishment of federation.
admit absolutely, without any reservation, present time what indication has there
that the triumph is with the Opposi- been in this State that we are prepared
tion.
Our leader has practically to fulfil the undertaking made with the
taken to himself the Opposi tion pro- people of this State whon they were asked
gramme, and has set a~ide the policy to vote for that Federation Bill, and to
which that party with which he is asso- economize our system of State mallageciated-led at that time by Sir George ment? There is 110 indication at an at
Turner-put before the country, and the present time, because no one seems to
upon which it was returned- to power. be particularly anxiolls to let the thing
Now, I am not going into the technicali- apply to him, and when the criticism is
ties of the situation, to t.:tlk about the otfered outside l)arliamel1t that Members
perhaps non-obligation on t.he part of the of Parliament arc somewhat in the role ofpresent Ministry toacccpt the responsibili- shall r say confidence men-when they go
tiesof the Ministry from. whom, might I say, before their eonstituents, we resent that
criticism; but I want honorable members
they arc descended. As a matter of fact,
the Honse has recognised tha,t there has to consider whether they ought to give it
been a continuation of the Turner Minis- any colour by departing from the pledges
try, a,nd it has had every reason to assume which they make en the hnstings, and by
that the rrurner programrne and the saying that they are goillg to abandon
Turner policy would, geilel'ally speaking, the policy for which they have been
be the guiding policy of this Ministry, and elected to this House. It does seem to
upon that understanding it has been that rue a very serious situation for any man
this Ministry has been retained in power. who has come into this House, as I have,
Lt.-Col. Reay.
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to support the convention, to no\'\' say
that he is going to take part in doing
something which the country did not
authorize, and for which there was no
w<.wranfi from the cOLlntry, and to set aside
that which the country did authorize,
and for which there was warrant.
from the country. This is the question
which I will ask honorable members
who came into this House pledged to the
convention to consider now. Are they
going to be parties to this arrangement, to
th.is reversal of the situation, and this
abandonment of their pledges, to this
taking 0))1 of something which the country
did not authorize ~ I think when members come to consider the situation they
will find it is not at aU satisfactory and
{me concerning which they will find it
difficult to give a proper account to their
constituents, unless at this time their
protest is beyond all question and beyond
all doubt. I should feel mean i:1.nd contemptible if I sat still in this House and
permitted this thing to go on and did not
express the indignation with which at the
present time I confess I am filled. In
putting it thus strongly, I think I am
only expressing the opinions of every
honorable member who came into this
House a supporter of the convention.
'Vc can almost envy those honorable members on the other (the opp<Dsition) side of
the House-those who aame with some
()ther policy, and who are finding that not
only is their policy effective on their side
.amongst their own ranks, but that it is
to be adopted by the GovernmeLlt behind
whom we are sitting. I just called attention to the fact that in the fir.'3t session of
this Parliament we expeoted this thing
to be done, and it was not done. rrowal'ds
the end of that session, on the
vet'y last day, we got a promise of a
kind from t.he Acting Premier, Mr. Isaacs,
that the G(,)'\'ernment would take some
kind of uttitude-heaven knows what sort
of attitude, and I am beginning to doubt
now the strength of any attitude they
talce-in respect to the measure for giving
the franchise to women, which had been
rejected by the other place. ,,y e were
promised that s0tl10thing would be done,
but nothing was done. Parliament was
kept in recess for a considern ble period, a
thing which when the convention is
created it will cure; and when the House
met we had a Governor's I:lpeeeh without
any reference at all to womanhood suffrage. I know why it was so, because I
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had the honour to introduce to the Premier a deputation from those who sought
womanhood suffrage, and we were told
that the matter was provided for in the
Convention Bill. We were told it would
be the duty of the convention to consider
the franchise a.lon'S with other matters,
and that, therefore, it would seem to be
unwise to put forth a \Vomer/s Sufii'age
Bill when a cOllvention measure was being
proposed. So that honorable members of
this House who were supporters of womanhood snffrage, as well as of constitutional
reform by means of a convention elected
by the people, will see that in regard to
womanhood sufi'rage they have been deluded, that the promise made to them is
not being fulfilled, and that if an election
took place to-morrow in any of the constituencies of Victoria, instead of there
being women votels as there might have
been' if we bad got a Government to force
the matter forward, we have no women
voters and no suggestion of them, because the Govel'llment pnt the whole
matter behind this convention, which it
now in turn abandons. I do not know
that allY set of men sitting behind a.'Ministry at any period in the history of any
British Parliament have had so much reason to feel humiliated as we sitting 011
this side have to-night.
I cannot conceive of any set of oircumstances in which
the humiliation could be made more complete, and if the members of the Governftlent are entitled to treM us in this sort
of ~way we shall have to consider what onr
duty is-Mr. TOU'l'CHER.-Hear, heal'. ,"Ve could
easily teil YOll.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-I am not talking for
any pllrp0se of political strategy. I am
not an intriguer of that kind. That sort
of thing does not enter into my composition, and I am simply talking plainly
what I believe upon a public question. It
matters little to me ",hat Government
are in office provided that I helieye the
men a.re honest, and that they intend to do what the eOllutry desires
to have donc. I have too gr~at a regard for the head of the presen t Go\' C 1'1)ment and for the motives which usually
inspire hill1, to, even wben I am saying all
this, express any word which would be in
any way contemptuous or in any \yay hurtful to the feelings of that honorable gentleman. I respect him too highly to be
guilty of anyt.hing of the kind, but I am
bound, as I think every man is bound in
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this H{HlSe ,vho went to the country and
before his com;titnents, or before the
electors who became his constituents, as
a supporter of the convention scheme, to
declare at tho earliest moment that we
most earnestly protest against this proposed change ill pIal), and that we must
feel it to be our duty-or at least: I feel it
to be mine-to at every time, and on all
occasions wbenever the opportunity offers,
insist upon this measure being revived,
and to absolutely refuse to cOllsider any
other measure until it is.
I think it
is right that the·Government should just
know what position some of us st.and in ;
and, as I remember, when we discussed the
Convention Bill itself there were some
who took exception to the vote at the
general election, and wanted to give it
a meaning which, in my opinion, it has
not got. I venture to say, speakillg for my
own electorate which I have the honour tQ
represent in company with Mr. Methven,
who is the senior representative of the
district, that the voting in respect to the
convention on that occasion was as near as I
can gather 6,026 votes for the convention,
and 4,436 votes against it. 'rhese figures
are very strong. My colleague and I
have the honour to sit for, I think numerically, the lm'gest constituency in the State.
vVe are here by the sa.nction of a. great
many voters-he, I think, had 2,500 yotes,
and myself over 2,000 votes-and that
being- so, we are not speaking jllst for a
har..ldful of persons who chance to be a
majority with a very much split-up vote,
but for those who believe to the extent I
have stated in the measure concerning the
abandonment of which 1. now offer my
protest. '1'here were 47 members who
vo~ed for the second reading of the measure, and, I think, it is just as well that we
should hn,ve the names read, because members might like to be reminded of where
they are, and we shall want presently to
get a division on this motion for the
adjournment so as to find out where we are.
The members who voted for the second
reading of the Bill on that occasion were
the following : Mr. Bailes, Mr. Barbour, Mr. Beazley, Mr.
Bennett, Mr. A. A. Billson, Mr. J. W. Billson,
Mr. Burton, Mr. Cullen, Mr. Deega.n, Mr.
Duffy, Mr. Duggan, Mr. Fink, Mr. Foster,
Mr. Gail', Sir Samuel Gillott, Mr. Grose, Mr.
Gurr, Mr. A. Harris, Mr. Hennessy, Mr.
Isaacs, Mr. Keast, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Lawson, Mr.
Mackinnon, Dr. Ma.loney, Mr. McGregor, Dr.
Mclnerney, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Morrissey, Mr.
Nichols, Mr. O'Connor, Mr. Oman, Mr.
Peacock,Lt. -Ool. Reay.
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I hope that honorable gentleman ,rill
vote for the adjournment of the HouseMr. Prendergast, ~fr. Ramsay, Lt.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Sadler, Mr. Sangster, Mr. Smith,

Mr. Spiers, Mr. Taverner, Mr. Trenwith, Mr ~

Tucker, Mr. Warde, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. E. D•.
Williams, Mr. 'V. H. Williams.

The members on that sirile who paired
were l~'::r. Bromley and Mr. Fotheringham ..
All those honorable members will, I think,
feel that they are just as much entitled at
this moment to protest as I am, and I am
quite sure they are just as indignant as I
am to think that the policy of the
Government declared to-night is a policy
which proposef:! in such a way to disregard.
the verdict of the country at the last
general elections.
Mr. PRENDERGAST seconded the
motion.
Dr. MALONEY.-I think the temperate speech of the mover of this motion
must; appeal to the hearts of members.
'Ve shonld look with loathing and contempt upon any honorable member who
stood upon the political platform and then
turned tail and would not carry out his
pledge. I, as a member of the older
House, would certainly never have voted
against the McLean Government but for'
the Convention Bill. I am sur~ the head
of the present Government understandf:!
that clearly. 'rhat was the point of
difference between the two parties, and I
voted against the McLean Government
because I believed in the Convention Bill.
I had some heated words with Ule
Attorney-General of the last Turner'
Government upon the way in which
I considered we had been deluded.
He said that the Premier and himself had 0n their platform stated that
they would n0t bring the convention·
scheme forward until the second session.
But that was a quibble, and the circuIllstances were these.
'When the Government were returned by the majority that
put them in power, there was no question
of first or second session for bringing this
matter before the House; but at the time·
l\'hen there was a danger that the Ministers in the Upper House would lose their
seats, it was then announced that the
Convention Bill would not be brought in.
until the second session. For myself I
resent that strongly. I feel the highest
regard, personally, for the present Premier, and I do not desire any word of
mine to be twisted into any refleation
upon him.
I recognise that he has a.
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great difficulty. He has had to take up
the reins of a Government led by his late
chief, bnt at the same time he, as a member of that Ministry, was pledged to the
cOllvention, and, as I told him when the
Convention Bill was being discussed, I
would rather see the Government go
down with colours flying, and fighting
for the convention, than turn tail
and be kicked by another place.
The Government by their aetion to-night
are not only allowing themselves to be
kicked, but have placed themselves in
the best possible position to be taken
<1.dvanta,ge of and be kicked yery hard.
What does' it mean '? It means that
every man who voted against the
McLean Government did wrong. The
McLean Government in the short space
,of six weeks
certainly put more
trade::; under wages boards than the
'l'urner Government and the present
Government have done together.
The
McLean Government, in six weeks, put 23
trades under wages boards, and the
present Government have put about nine
more. I was astonished to-night w1: en I
heard that the Government had withdrawn the Cunvention Bill, and with the
-excuse that lu\,d been offered.
If the
leader of the G0vernment had given a
promise to earry out a certain line of
policy, say, in cOllnexion with ~voman's
suffrage, I do not think that anything
would have persuaded him to withdraw
from that position. But how much more
()ught he to hold to this Bill, and fight it
ont? If he was beaten in this House he
would have a clear excuse to go to the
-country with, for he could say" "Ve were
beaten by the House, and could Bot go
any fLU~ther." But the Government have
not. been beaten.
'rhey have a majority,
anr'! though it is a small majority
. it is snfficient, if sincere, to carry that Bill
to its utternlOst. I do not know whether
the Prernier intends to do that after the
statement he has made, but I do hope
that the lesson will be taken to heart, and
that the hOl1l)rable gentleman will never
fall into the same error again. It will
be rather a uniq ne experience if we go to
a divisi6n. I should certai.nly have much
pleasure in voting for him, but I think
the remftrks of ~ he honora.ble mClnber for
East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay)
are worthy of answer by the Premier. If
he will not give an answer I hope that
the honorable member who has moved
the rnotion will PIISh it to a division.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I cordially
agree with every word uttered by the
honorable and' gallant member for East
Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay).
I
desire to say that I was returned at the
last election under the most exceptional
circumstallces. The gentleman whom I
defeated had but one plank different from
the platform on which I contested the
election, and that plank was that he was
agairlst the con "ention. I was elected for
the convention against the Minister of
the Crown, because, in my opinion, he was
opposed to the convention. \Vhen I caille
in to the House it was understood that the
COllvention Bill was to be the first
measure
of the session.
In fact,
during the election, and up to a
short period after the election, and
cyen after the me.eting of the House,
no other question was considered to be of
such importance to the country as the
question of the reform of our Parliament,
following upon the election of the Federal
Houses of Parliament upon a different
basis. This, in my opinion, is the pOSItion.
We eleeted a leader of the liberal party,
and, I think that, before any material
alteration was made in the policy of the
party, the party should have been called
together in caucus to consider the matter.
There is no doubt that if you elect a.
leader, and he does everything upon his
own, and goes straight away from the
traditions of the party, he must take the
consequences. I do not know how to vote
on the motion, because it will supplant a
mOlion that may follow at a subsequent
period, but I 'will offer a protest against
this strange procedure of going away from
a principle. The Government are taking
the cast-off clothes of the Opposition. The
Opposition advocated reforrn through the
two· Houses. The present Government
said that they could not expect that such
a reform could be so well obtained through
the two HOllses as by an appeal to the
people themsel ves, and I, and the other
members on this (the Government) side of
the House, came in on that principle.
I must therefore offer my protest
against what is now being done.
rrhe party has not been consulted
in the matter. Not the slightest inkling
was given to the party of the intention of
the Government on this questioll. I claim
that tile party should have been made
acquainted with what the Government
proposed to do. I think the Premier will
admit that the honorable members in this
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corner, and the Government snpporters,
with the exception of one proposal, have
given the Government generous support
during the past and the present session.
There has been no carping criticism of
any kind. vVe have hel p'ed the Government with the publictvusiness, and now
we find thnt a very important plank of the
Government platform i~ cut away from
our feet., and we are compelled to take
another position. 'fhe other night a most
important proposition was sprung upon llS
in the same way. vVe find that the Government are resolYed to go back to the
old system of management of the railways, a system which this House decided
by a large majority to abandon. I can
do nothing but cordially support the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs
(Lt.-Col. Reay), because the Ministry haye
Hot acted. as they should have acted
towards the party who have given them
generolls support until the present.
Mr. BE~T.-If the motion were carried
it would not have very much effect.,
because it would onlv mean that we
should adjourn until t~-morrow. I want
to point out that when this cOllvention
was talked about the country was led to
believe that with federation very great
economy would be exercised.
A good
many of those who went for the conYention and federation, and also for reducing the number of members of this
House, are now beginning to ask themselves whether it is not necessary to retain the whole 95 members to help the
Premier to fight the Commouwealth. Let
the honorable member who moves this
motion go through the whole of the
coulltry, and I venture to say he would
find that if we had another vote for t.he
Commonwealth it would be very diff(?J'ent
from the last one.
Mr. McKENZIE.-You can fight them as
well with 80 as with 95.
Mr. BEN'f.-I was one of those who
supported 80.
Mr. McKENZIE.-You would never have
to double-bank them like that.
Mr. RENT.-I think the Treasurer
wants some help instead ·of this fault-finding, because he has an up-hill game to
play. What will Mr. Bartoll say when
the honorable member for Anglesey gets
into officfl, because the present Government
will get tired of it as they all get tired of
it. When the honorable member for
Anglesey wants a few cadets, he will have
to seud to the Commonwealth for theIn,
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and he will have a bill sent in charging'
him for the attendance of the cadets on
Mr. McKeDzie, Minister of State. They
are duplicating offices, and all the rest of it.
My remarks may be taken jocularly here,.
but I say that the time has arrived when
this House will have to take care and see
that the money raised from the people is
not wasted, as is being done eyery day.
Of course, we know that the whigs arebeing dished. I am pleased for that, be·
cause, when electioneering, I advocated
80 members for this House, and 40 members for the other place. Indeed, I went
for nearly everything the Premier went
for to-night. As I stated some time ago,
I went to hear the honorable member for
East Bonrke Boronghs (Lt.-Col. Reay)
~peak Oll the 8ubject of the convention.
He never told us what it meant, and I do
not uow know what it means. Then he
talks about the llumber who voted for theConvention Bill.
Does that honorable
member mean to tell me that, with only
47 voting for the Bill ont of 91 I, it ,,'ould
be possible to carry that Bill, or carry
anything at all ~ 'fhe country has had experience since the elections. How many
of those who advocated the convention at
the elections would go back and advocate it
again ~ Vcry few indeed. 'rake my district,
for instance. Sir George Turner himself
wonld not poll there on such a question.
Mr. 'Y'. H. WILLIA~IS.-I am very glad
to hear that.
Mr. BENT. - Take even the constituency represented by Mr. Isaacs, one
of the cleverest men in the State, or take
the district represented by Mr. Manifold.
Mr, MURRAy.-He is pretty safe.
Mr. BEN'l'.-Although the honorable
member has the best elocutionist and
plenty of money that would not pull him
through. I have not the slightest doubt
that money speaks in all languages, and
to all classes, and it is both liberal and
conservati ve, and yet that would not pn II
hin.1 through. And even the honorable
member for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.Col. Reay), who, as every body must admit,
is true to his principles, and to everything
to which he firmly believes, would not go
to the country on this thing called the
convention.
Lt.-Col. REAy.-1 am quite willing to
try it.
Mr. BEN'l'.-'J'be honorable member
would rather sit where he is. It was all
yery well going to the show, and talking
about the prize fen'l'ls, and guessing the
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weight of the bullock and the sheep, but
if the honorable member WQuld take my
advice, he would stop where he is. It is
said that this is inopportune. In the old
parliamentary daYR Mr. Serviee would no
more have thought of doing what the
Premier has done to-night than he wO\,lld
have thought of flying. In those days
there were two parties in thc Honse, 0118
being the constitutional party which
supported the Constitution, and the good of
the country, and the other the radicals
who wanted to do all the good they could.
It is all very well to talk about fighting.
I have been in several of these fights, and
I know \vhat it means; it meam; starving
wives and children; it means trade thrown
out of gear, and it means distress in the
country. And what do we get for it after
a1l1 vVe obtained more in the tight
twenty years ago, when concessions were
made, than in any tight before or since.
We used to hear about broken heads and
flaming houses, but. it never rlid any good,
and I think that to-aight the people of
this country will take the view that the
Premier has done. '1'he Premier finds
that he has only 47 members in favour of
the convention proposal, and many of
those. mark you, were not straight for it.
Possibly the Premier has discovered a
copy of the Bill of the last Governmen t in
some of the left-off clothes of his prede·
cessors. Suppose the Premier had taken
theadviee of the honorable member for East
Bourke Boroughs (Lt ·Col. Reay), and had
persevered with the convention proposal,
how much of the original lock, stock, and
barrel would there have been of the gnn 1
Very little indeed, not enough to hand
over to Sir John Forrest to carry Oll t
his new style of imperialism.
The
Premiel' had 47 votes with him on
the first occasion, but out of those 47
members, ten ha.d a kind of mental
reservation that the thing would not go
any further. VV' e all knew that it would
not. The honorable member for Kilmore
made a very good speech, but it wa.s
contradictory to what he said twenty
years ago. Of course, like myself, the
honorable member has been progressi vc
ever since. Do YOll think that he wanted
the convention proposal carried 1 No, not
more than I did. It was never ·thought
by anyone that it would be carried. It
w(imlc1 never be tolerated, especially with
the knowledge that people now have as to
the division of the State int(1) 23 districts,
and of what took place the other day in
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South Yarra and Prahran over the Council
elections. I, for one, am, v~ry glad that
we are not to have this fight. I believe
in the good sense of the members of this
HOllse, and I a'll pleased to say that,. since
I came back to the Chamber, I have found
alot of good, earnest, hard-headed men who
take a deep interest in this Gountry, and
they do not come here to fight. rrhey
come here to nse their intelligence for the
good of this community; and I believe
that, with the intelligence of this House
and of the hard-headed men of another
place, we shall be able to deal with this
subject on good lines: and to produce a
Constitution which will be even better
than that of the Commonwealth Parliament. I am not so much enamoured with
that Commonwealth Parliament.. Supposing the Premier of Victoria were, in
addition to his salary as Premier, to take
his salary as a State me11ber, what would
the people uf this country say? I think
a very strong phrase wonld be used, and
yet that is done by the Ministers of this
great Commonwealth.
Mr. BROWN.-It was never intended to
be done. It is a monstrous thing.
Mr. BENT.-It never was intended,
and I am ashamed to think that men
elected to such positions should take the
money in the way they do. Of course, it
may not be policy to speak like this, but
I would rather be out of the House, as I
have been before, than be a party to
shlltting my [nouth when I see these
things going on. £400 a year and their
salaries as Ministers 1 It is intolerable,
and I would like to see any of these men
go to the country next. week on the
question, and then we would see what tbe
country thinks about it. Agaiu, many
men have beel~ brcught from variolls
parts of Australasia to fill billets in the
Commonwealth-men who, under other
circumstances, would not get so much as
our workingmen. These men get large
sums of money and special rail way carriages; and, if we could only find out the
number of these comet~ which go ab::mt
from one place to another-The SPEAKEH..-I am afraid the
honorable member is not cOllfining himself to the motion.
Mr. BENT.-I thought I was on the
right lines.
However, Mr. Speaker, if
you say I alll not-Mr. Mm:tRAY.-You were showing what
a bad Parliament the COllvention gave us.
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Mr. BENT.-Yes, I am much obliged He did not say from which side of the
to the honorable member ; T was showing House the arguments came that influenced
what a bad Parliament the Convention him the most. I think \Ve kno"', Posgave Ui'!. There is a lot of talk about this sibly, as pointed out by the honorable
great Parliament being here in Melbourne, member for Brighton, with his usual
and what good it does. So far as I am perspicacity,
the division list had
concerned, the sooner it goes the better. something to do with bringing the PreSome of the::;e gentlemen belong to the Iniel' into his present frame of mind;
Band of Hope. J hope that is constitu- but is it not a departure from old C011tional. They will never get office, but stitutilDnal practices, from the traditiuns
they hope they will, and, therefore, they of all Governments, and from eStlential
belong to t,he Band of Hope. 'Well, that political principle, that when they were
hopeful band, according to some news- elected npoll the one "ital point npon
paper, seem to be intriguing about the which they differed from tho Oppo!Sition,
Rail ways Commissioners. If I were not upon the first appearance of adverse
speaking in your presence, Mr. Speaker, circllmstances they desert that, and at
but were conversing with some one in the . the same time do not adhere to what
train, I would ask how many intriguers has been the parliamentary practice and
there were in that" blooming" place-in- custom-and a good old tradit.ion it is 1
triguing to get our money, for it is OUt· "Why, sir, are these honorable gentlemen
money after all. 'fhe latest thing is that whom we see on the 'l'reasnry bench
they want to get our post-offioes, and a rept:esenting the liberal party-are they
lot of other buildings, for nothing. I shall the liueal descendants of the stout-hearted
not detain you any longer-old Ironsides who used to fight under the
1'be SPEAKER.-The honorable mem- banner of Graham Berry, who would
ber is doing himself an injustice in replying fight to their last tronch, to their last
to remarks. because his time is nearly up. man-men npon whom the country could
:Mr. BENT.-The sooner it is up the place the most implicit reliance ~ \Vhy,
better. Personalls, I am annoyed when these liberals surrender before even they
I see such things d9ne by men who occupy suffer defeat! Could they not havc gone
places of honour. The Speaker here gets a on fighting the convention proposal, if
small sum, and what does the Speaker get they believed in it, until they were
in the Federal Parliament ~ 'What does the defeated 1 Then, if they were defeated
Presi€lent get ~ The whole thing is 011e upon it they would have, at all events, the
huge-I do not like to use the term, but s:.ltisfaction of saying to the conntryh0110rable members know what I mean. "'Ve have stuck manfully to our guns."
I am not cock-a·hoop becnllse Ministers But, what do they do 1 Ashamed of
have come down with their present pro- their own political habiliments, while the
position, but I think every right-thinking well-made constitutional garments of the
man in this community, everyone who Opposition are hanging upon a peg, they
wants to see it prosper, will rejoice t.hat come with felonious intellt, take those
the Government have :.tbandoned their garmellts down, clothe themsel ves in
COil \'entiou
proposal, and that we shall them, and leave the Oppositi011 politically
now all be able to join for the purpose naked. Imitation, sir, is the sincerest
of getting a Constitution that will be a flattery; but imitation may flattcr us
sonrce of pleasure and prosperity to the until it brings us into a state of political
people of this State, whom we have the beggary, and then we cannot admire
honour to represent.
it. Now, I should lil(e to know somewhat
:Mr. MURRAY.-If there was one thing of the opinions of those honorable memthat impressed me when the Premie.r bers who supported the Government in
introduced the Convention Bill, it was the its convention proposals. 'Ve have not
sincerit.y he had in it himself as being the heard those opinions so far except ill the
very best, means of reform that could be case of the honorable member who moved
offered. To-night, when he made an the adjonrnment, who has been a sinexplClllation as to the course the Govern- cere supporter of the convention principle,
ment intend to adopt in dealing with con- and the honurable melnber for Melstitutional reform, he seemed to me bourne North and the honorable memsomewhat contradiatory. He said he had ber for Melb<Dlune West, who have,
been inflilenced by the arguments that he a.lmost I believe without exception,
had heard during the conventioN debate. disagreed with every proposal that
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tbhis Government has made, except
its convention proposal. These are the
.only members whom we have heard on
that side. The honorable member for
Brighton, although he supports the
·Government, never did believe in their
;convention proposal. We on this side are
.beginning to think that the Government
itself never believed very much in that pro.posal. J.t will be written upon the tomb
Df the Government-and I do not think,
if they go OIl much further in the way
which they arc travelling, that it will bo
very long before the solemn rite of sepulture is performed over their remains,the writing t.hat should appropriately
appear upon their political tombstone is." Unstable as water, they did not exce1."
1.'he old proverb is very appropriate,
that any stick will do to beat a dog. I
.do not think that th6 question of constitutional reform, notwithstanding what i:iOllle
members say, was a very prolllinent item
;at the general election. rro all intents
and purposes, the platform of the McLean
'Government was so libera,} that it satisfied
the liberal party throughont the country,
but with the assistance of a certain powerful organ, the Opposition of that day had
·to find some radical point upon which it
·could rliffer from the McLean proposals,
.and something that, in bringing before the
House a motion of no-confidence, they
'would be likely to be successful in. .I can
q nite iJ:nagine some of those now sitting
·on t.he Ministerial'side of the Honse, sny'ing to themselves-" ·'vVc have 110 fault to
find with the McLean Govemment or its
policy." But-there is something inliermIt in man that mal{es him desire a
.change, and wben" we met the House after
.a gelleral election, the one matter npon
which the then Opp'osition could base,
'with any prospect of success, a motion of
iUo·confidence, was this cOllvention proposal. They could not atta.ck the policy of
the McLea.n Government; they could ll@t
attack the ad ministration of the Mo Lean Go'vernment, beoanse in the administration of
the various departments that Government
had introduced a vigour that had been unknown in these departments for many years.
I say, man for man, taking the present
Governmellt wir h the Government they
.displaced, that the present Government
·compares most unfavorably with them ..
1.'ho country had a right t.o look for some
·consistency. Having brought forward the
·conve~ltion proposal,
the Government
.shou1d have fought to the end, no matter
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what the result might be, and not to have
allowed the practice to have gone out of
fashion of holding loyally to their political
principles.
I would like to ask the
. supporters of the Government what sort
of cc;mfidence they can place in it in the
future ~ 1.'he Government may bring
forward a proposal to-day, but their supporters have no aSS~lrance, if a little
hostility is shown towards it, that the
Government will not abandoll it to-morrow.
Is it that they are so anxious to retain
tpeir seats on the Treasury benches that
they will sacrifice everything that has in
the past been regarded as honest and
honorable in a Ministry? I would ask,
if we are to believe them that they were
ever sincere ill this proposal, can they say
that they are honest and sincere in their
present attitude ~ D0es the rough sketch
of constitutional reform which has been
given to the House this afternoon by the
Premier meet with the approval of his
colleagues, or were they, like their
leader, not altogether sincen~ in the
convictions which he expressed to the
Honse and to t.he country that the
conventi0n was the best means that could
be adopted. to bring' about constitutional
reform? 1 myself am actuated neither
by feelings of dislike nor hostility towards
the Government.
For the credit of
Parliament I sh.ould like to have seen them
conserve the dignity and reputation of it
in the opinion of the country. Although
I were opposed to their principles, I would
admire them more if they had honestly
adhered to those prillciples, thongh followed by defeat. "What will be their
position now? They may hold their
places ~n the rrreasl1l'Y benuhes, bllt they
will forfeit the respect that the (Jeople
of the country should have for the Ministry
of the day. It ·wonld ha\'e beell far better
if they had been defeated in an honorable
:ll1d dignified manner. They would then
have llotbing to reproach themselves with,
and lJothing to be ashamed of, bu t now I
can see nothing that they can be proud of,
but everyl hing t.hat they must he ashamed
of. Untrue to the old tnvlitions of
Parliament, and unfaithful to the dignity
of Parliament, there they sit this evening.
I don't know if yet condemlled ill their
own opinion, but certainly ill the opinion
(if Parliament and, I am sure, in the
opinion of the country also.
1\11'. FOTHERINOHAM.-- [ mmt say
with the honorable member who has
brought. this matter before the House, that
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1 havo to oxpress my groat surprise at the turn. I take it for granted, and r think I
turn of the Goverumellt on this question. can claim to be as old a radical as most
As a new member of the House I was members, that the opinions of the majority
returned as a staunch supporter of the of the people should be given the effect of
conventiol1 principle. I contested au la\\'.
'When the convention proposal was
election against two opponents whQ were made, it was not the main g ue1:!tion. 'rho
on the same platform, and I will ask main question was whether the people by
the Premier in what position he places their votes iShou ld run the country or not,.
those supporters who were sent to the and whether we should not have a change
House to assist him in carrying out that in the Constitution-a change in the·
measure. It has been suggested by the direction that would remove manv of the
honorable member for Brighton that those complaints that t@ my knowledge have,
who gave their votes in the division on been ma,de during the past 30 or'
the second reading of the Constitution 40 years-complaints that the LEgisConvention Bill were not sincere, and it lature of this country was not influenced
is for that reaSOt1 that I have got np to ill the direction of the welfare of the'
express my sincerity in my ad voca-0Y of masses, but in the direction of profit, and
the convention principle. Owing to ill- of a small minority.
These were the'
ness I was not in the chamber when the reason.3 that induced many to endeavour'
di vision was taken, but I paired on it. If to obtain n. reform of the Constitution. .I!
I had been present I should have voted will give the Ministry eredit for this, that
for t.he Bill, and if it came up again I they admit the work to be of more importwould fight for it every time. I had the anee than the machine. The convention
pri\'ilege of making my maiden effort in W:lS purely a machine-a machine prothis HOll~e on the convention principle, posed by an estate that would like to run
and I was most emphatic when I said that the country-an estate which would
I did not care if I bad to face iny con- like to be able to direct that men
stituents next day on the question. Every should go into or out of office
member who supported the cOllvention just as they pleased or displeased-a
proposal, if sincere, must express disap- man named Brown or Johnston, who had
proval of the action of the Government control of the daily press. I thiuk we
for, without commlting their sllpporter8, have had enough of the press control of
dropping such an important measure in this country, but that control is not so
the way in which they have. I feel sure great as many members imagine. I said
that any member on this side of the years ago· that there ,were hypocrites in
House who was returned to support the Parliament as well as in the chl1rches. I
eonyon tiOll principle will not be returned anl sometimes under the impression that
again if he now fails to insist on there are cowards as well as hypocrites ill
the Government adhering to the measure. political assemblages-men who pay a
I recognise the responsibility that rests little too mnch attention to the utterupon the ~mpporters of the Government. ances of the press. I recognise the assistI admire the Premier for many of his ance the press has given to many measures,
actions, and I admired him as a leader but I do say that the convention idea was
until to-11ight. ·Wha.t confidence I have had llOt the idea of any man in this Chamber,
in the Government has been severelv and was not the notion of the people, but
shaken by their attitude towards this very was simply thrust down the throats of
importautmeasure. I feel itmydnty, believ- men in order to win the election. I will
ing that there will be a di vision, not to gi ve say this, that I am prepared to give
a silent vote. 'rhe honorable member for the Government every suppffirt in
their honest methods of reforming the
'lvarrnambool desired to know what the
opinion of the supporters of the Govern- COllstitutioll. I am not bound by any
ment wore, and I was gc)ing to give my shibboleth. I told my people in Ballarat
opinion before he alluded to the n~atter, that I woulo help to put the Turner
but unfortunately I did not catch your Goyernment out, and I would help to
eye, :Mr. Speaker. I feel very much sur- put them out again, that so far as the
prised at the action of the Government, . reform of the Constitution was coneerned,
my political record had been before them
and whatever the consequences mcty be, I
will still vote for th8 convention principle. the better part of 1\ life·time, and that I
Mr. VALE. - It seems to me that the was prepared to accept the best machinery
discussion has taken a somewhat peculiar for thE: refornl of the Constitution. 'l'he
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Government may have robbed the Opposition 6)f their clothes. It has been lamented
that we have left them naked, but surely
they can find a fig leaf. My experience
during the last five or six years has been
that the main function of the Opposition
has been to save the Ministry from their
supporters, and for on co .I am preparod to
help to save the Ministry from their snpporters.
:M1'. PEACOCK.-As the debate must
terminate in a few minutes under the
standillg Qrders, I would not like the
motion to be put without saying a few
words. I made a clear alld full statement, and I do not intend to traverse
the grollnd again. I described the position of the Government as fairly and
fully as seemed to me best. I have no
fanlt to find with the h(morable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay),
or auy other hOlwrable tnember in regard
to their attitude concerning our position
in this matter. I recognise that th2
honorable member for East Bourke
Boroughs, although I have llOt been able
to see eye to eye with him in regltrd to
some matters that have been brought for-:
ward for consideration, is absolutely
earnest.
The Government gave this
matter the fullest consideration. I am
13ure tha,t the honorable member for
Warrnambool did not mean what he said
just now, when he indicat.ed that I and
my colleagues were actuated in the position
taken up this arternoon by a desire to
I am
remain seated on this bellch.
sure that the honQrable member, from
what I know of him, will regret that he
let such an expression fall from his lips.
It may have been easy for me to have taken
up another attitude. In the attitude I
haye taken up I have been actllated by
w hat I believed to be the best motives, to
do what I believe to be in the best
inter<:'sts of this State and Parliament.
I recognise the' right of every honorable
mem bel' to take any action that be chooses
with regard t() public criticism. "rVe have
no right to go into public life unless we
are prepared to receive plenty of kicks.
'Ye do receive them very freely, because
they arc very freely given. I, for one, do
not object t.o that in the slight('st degree.
But, whatever may be the ultimate outcome of the Government proposals in this
connexion, I am perfectly sati8fied that,
after givillg the subject tile fullest and
most careful consideration that I and
my colleague8 have been able to give it,
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we have dOlle that which is in the best
iuterest s of the country, and in the best iuterests of parliamentary reform. I am here
to say that I am just as stout a believer in
tho principle of the convention, and that
I have fought for it quite as hard as any
honorable member. I have done so for the·
reasons given by our leader at St. Kilda
in the words I quoted to-night. I said I
preferred the convention method to the
other method of reform, but that I was.
not tied to it. And when I obtained the
positioll of Premier, every honorable member knows I did llOt obtain it. by any Ullfair means. The position of Premier and
eyery other position I have filled in this
House I have held by the will of the
people, and r have never been called to
responsible office except by direct vote of
the people outside. Trying to 10Qk a little
bit. ahead, I believe that the action which
the Government have takell to-night, aftcr
the most careful deliberation, will commend itself to the judgment of the electors
of this State, and that the honQrable member for East Bourke Bornughs (Lt.-Col.
Reay) and other honorable members, later
on, will see that, after all, the Govemment,
in taking upthe attitude they have assumed
to-night, have done what is in the vl'ry
best interests of true reform, and what is
best in the interests of the countrv.
Finally, allow me to say tbat it is n~t
true, as has been stated, that there has
been an attempt on my part to "dish the
whigs," or, as the honorable member for
Warrnambool said, "to rob the Oppo~ition
of their clothes."
I have rIOt been
actuated by any motive of that kind in
taking up the at titnde I have aHsUlned in
conuexion with this matter. .My only
desire, while occupying a position of trnst
>Lnd l'esp011sibility in this HOlUse, is to
serve the best interests of the people.
The honorable mern bel' for East Bourke
Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) having entered
hIS protest against the aation of the
Government, will se y, when he looks into
the matter carefully, that there is a great
difference between the proposals of reform
I outliued to-night aud those submitted
by Mr. Mc;Lean, as head of the C~overn
ment, at the la~t general electioll, because
Mr. McLean's proposals containeu no
means of finally settling differences between the two Honses of Parliament. I
believe that by adopting the method I
ha.ve proposed, we will be able to test the
sineerit.y and the willingness of Pa.rlia.mellt
to deal with the question of parliamentary
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reform. I and my colleagues believe that the Government, responsible for carrying
we will be able to secure the passing of a €In the lmsiness of the country, this
measure on the lines I have laicldown, but if particular motion is not the proper way to
we canllot do so, all that we have said about test the opinion of the HO\;lse about the
the convention being' the better method matter. 'rhe honorable member knows,
of accomplishing p;rliamentary reform as we all know, that there is a proper way
can then be tested, so that the country of doing that. Therefore, to attempt by
will sec that we have tried to carry out means of this sort, without notice, to do
all the pledges we made to secure Parlia- what would be properly done by submitmentary reform. I am one of those who ting a want of confidence motion, if it
were never led by the cry that it was abso- were properly given notice of and tabled,
lutely necessary, when federation was is merely to cause embarrassment to honacaomplished, that these State parlia- orable members, and not to give an
ments should become weakened in their opportunity for an expression of the will
infiuellce in any way, or that there should of honorable members on the question.
be great and wholesale reductions made in Therefore, on this occasion, we who are in
the State Parliaments, because we have opposition shall be obliged to vote against
great and important duties still devolving the rnotion for the adjournment of the
on llS, and in these times of uncertainty and House, in order to allow the business of Pardoubt, in this transition stage, we will liament to proceed at the present stage.
have to exercise the greatest care in trying
The House divided on the question that
to preserve the traditions of this Parlia- the House do now adjouVlment and promote the best interests of all
Ayes
9
Noes ...
68
sections of the State. The honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Co1.
Majority against the motion 59
HeRY) having seized the opportunity of enAYES.
tering his protest against the action that
Lt. -Col. Reay.
I, as head of the Government, have taken Mr. Barbour,
Mr. E. D. Williams .
W. Billson,
to-night, I would ask him to withdraw his . "" J.
'1'eller·~.
Hennessy,
motion, and not to press it to a division. Dr. McInerney,
Mr. Fotheringham,
No object can be served by his doing so. Mr. Prendergast,
Dr. Maloney.
Nom;,
Let llS get on with the business Oll the
Mr. Lawson,
notice-paper, and transact something that Mr. Andrews,
Argyle,
" Levien,
will be of benefit to the people and to the
" Mackinnon,
" Beazley,
interests of this State.
J. W. Mason,
" Bennett,
MI'. IRVIN.E.-Tho motion of the
Bent,
McBride,
A. A. Billson,
McGregor,
honorable member for East Bourke
" McKenzie,
" Bromley,
Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) places a large
Brown,
" McLeod,
number of members of this House in a
" Methven,
" Burton,
peculiar position, because those who vote
Mitchell,
E. Oameron,
" E. H. Oameron,
" Morrissey,
for the adjournment of the House, on the
" Ohimside,
" Murray,
qnestion as he has framed it, will be t:1ken
Nichols.
Oraven,
a:; voting in fa,vonr of the convention.
" O'Oonnor,
" Onllen,
Lt.-Col. HEAY.-Yes.
Oma,n,
Deegan,
Outtrim,
Downward,
Mr.lRVlNE.-Now, I feel :1 great deal
" Peacock,
" Duffus,
of sym pathy for the honorable mornbor
Ramsay,
Duffy,
and for the majQrity of this Honse who
Sadler,
" Duggan,
supported the proposal of which he is in
Sangster,
" Dyer,
Forrest,
" Smith,
favour, and, notwithstanding the explana(hiI', .
" Taverner,
tion which has been given by the Premier,
Gillies,
" Toutchel',
tho action of the Government to-night, in
"
Trenwith,
" Grahltm,
throwing a:;ide the wishes of the majority
Grose,
" Tncker,
Vale,
of their supporters ill favour of th~ Con" Guer,
Warde,
A. Harris,
vention Bill, absolutely reversing the main
'White,
" J. Harris,
article of their policy, and taking up the
" Wilkins,
" Holden,
policy of their predecessors on thRtquestion,
" H. R. W illiam'3,
" Irvine,
W H. Williams.
Isaacs,
js, I agree with the honorable member,
" Keogh,
without a parallel in onr parliamentary
Kerr,
'Pellers.
history. But whatever we may think of
Mr. Bailes,
" Kirton,
that, and in whatever position it may place
" Langdon,
" Robinson.
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MEAT SUPERVISION ACT
AMEND¥ENT BILL.
'rhe House went into committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 3,
giving power to the Governor in Council,
on the application of the councilor councils of any municipal distriot or districts,
to constitute llleat areas within the meaning of the provisions of the Meat Supervision Acts.
Mr. RAMSAY moved--
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somewhat extraordinary proposal so far as.
its wording Gould be understood. It was
prQPosed that on the constitution of a
now meat area, in the case of an application for registration of a private
abattoirs in such now area, the consent "ol
any adj0ining municipality substantially
interested or affected by such registration"
should be first obtained. But how could
anybody possibly settle whether the adjoining municipality was substantially
interested or affected or not ~ It would be
impossible fOl· anyone to say what
That the following words be addetl to the
rendered a municipality "substarltially
clause :-" Provided, however, that on the
constitution of such llew meat area, in the case
interested or affected." The amendment
of an application fOl' registration of a. private
seemed scnTIewhat unintelligible as it
abattoirs in such new area, the consent of any
~tood, and he dicl not sec how it. could
adjoining municipaliLy substantially interested
possibly work.
or affected by shch registration shall be first
obtltined. "
Mr. MORRISSB=Y said the- am.endment
He observed that he explained on thc of the honorable member for Willialnstown
second reading of the Bill that the W"il- really proposed to amend what might be
liamstG>wn COllllCil were directly interested considered the principal claw3e of the Bill.
in abattoirs which existed there, and That was the clause which gave power to
they found that if a new meat area was cOllstitute new meat areas. It was degranted just outside their boundaries it sired, he believed, by all honorable memwonld operate against them, and the bers that the greatest facilities sbould bemoney which they had spent in britlging given for the constitution of new meat
their abattoirs up to the req uit'ements areas, and if this amendment was carried
of the Board of Health and the Meat it would practically nullify the object for
Supervision Acts would have been thrown which the clause had been included in the
away. At present the income of the Bill. It wOlllddestroy that easy power which
council from the abattoirs was only the clause proposed to· give to shire COUll26l:1. per week, while their outlay was cils to constitute their districts meat
£5 lOs. per week. The object of this areas. According to the amendment it
proviso was not to interfere with any would be necessary tQ, have the consent of
municipality inesta.bli~hing abattoirs under an adjoining municipality which might
it~ own jnrisdiction; but the Williamsconsider itself interested in the creation of
town Council objected to priYate enter-' a meat area in a neighbouring municipality.
prise erecting abattoirs just out~ide their He (Mr. Morrissey) thought this would beboundaries, and kill ing meat there to be most unreasonable. It would Thring about
distributed, not in the new district for endless complications, and as the· honorwhich the meat area was proclaimed, but able member for P'rahran had pointed
in the district in which the council was out, who was to dec-Id~·the extent to which
interested. He would repeat that the consideration should be gi1vem.. to the interWilliamstown Council were not attElmpting est which a municipality might cODsideli
in any shape to restrict any mUNicipality it had in the constitHotiol'l.. of a meat area
from erecting municipal abattoirs, but in an adjoining municipality~; For these
merely desired that where the owners reasons, he felt compelled to oppose the
of private abattoirs applied for regis- a.mendment, and he would ask the honortration the consent of a.ny adjoining able member for -Williamst0wn to withmunicipality substantially interested or draw it.
affected by such registration should be
Mr. VALE remarked that there were
first obtained. He trusted th~t the two sides to the qU{)sti0n, and it was of
amendment would meet with the approval greater importance to many municipalities
of the Minister and the support of the than the Minister Beomed to ir..lagine.
committee.
Take, for example, the case of- Ballarat.
Mr. MACKINNON stated that he-did The shire of Bllngal'ee might desire to
not profess to know very much about have a small portion of it declared a meat
the abattoirs provisions in the lueasure, area, and to aggregate there all the
but the amendment certaiNly seemed ;\ slaughter-honses, over whJch the city of

2590

Jfeat

S'Uper~)i.~£on

Act

[ ASSEMBLY. J

Balla.rat would ha.ve no control, although
'in the immediate vicinity of its boundaries. .Now, he contended that if Bungaree
desired to hel-YO a meat area, that meat area
should covel' the whole of the shire. He
believed there were cases in the neighb~,nrhood of Melbourne where, ill oroer to
tienc ccrtain interests, neighbouring
shires had applied to the Government to
have a comparatively few acres of landsimply covering the extent of t.he slaughterhouses-declared a meat area, with
the re81l1t th~l.t the metropolitan boroughs
had 110 eontl'ol over them. If.:\, meat
.area was a good thing for one portion of a
shire, it should be a good thing for the
;whole of the !Shire.
•
NIl'. MORRlsHEY.--Not necessarily.
Mr. VALE said he thought there should
be some proviso to prevent a small
portion of a municipality being constituted
.a mea.t area. For example a municipal
c'::mncil like that of Williamstown might
have erected abattoirson whichithad spent
thousands of pounds, but because certain
men cllgagcd in busine~s were not inclined
to prl,y the charges there, they might go
into an adjoining shire within a few yards
of the borough, a.nd by having this portion
-of the shire constituted a meat area
.altogether nnllify the expenditure of the
[l'tl.tepaycl's in the adjoining municipality.
He thought the clau:-3e should be amended
at all events so as to provide that if a
portion of a shire was created a meat area
the portion should be of snch a. size as
really not to in vol "e a conspiracy to all
intelolts and purposes against the adjoining
.district.
Mr LEVIEN expressed the opillion
that the Government was taking the
proper eOUl'se in opposing the amendment,
.as it wonld seem to place an nndue and
improper power in the hands of adjoining
,districts.
Moreover, as the honorable
member for Prahran pointed out, it
would be most difficult to define what
.constitnted a snbstantial interest on the
part. of a neighbouring municipality. The
resu1 t of the amendment would be to
render the Act dangerous, if not inoperative in many cases, and the whole scope
-of the measure would be unduly restricted.
It would enable opposition to 1>e offered
to the registrat.ion of slaughter-houses for
reasons which might not be in the public
interest.
NIr. BARBOUR remarked that in connexion with the constitution of new meat
.areas, it was of tell the wish of an adjoining
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municipality that a particular area in a
district outside thdr jurisdiction should
be proclaimed a meat area. He had
himself a lively recollection of baving
brought under the notice of Dr. Gresswell
a difficulty which occurred in the Eastern
Suburbs district in connexion with this
very question, and with the consent of the
BOl'oondara Council and the co-operation
of the Nunawading Council, the locality
containing the abattoirs which now supplied
the main portion of the meat to the district was proclaimed a meat area. Thil';
seemed to him a wise provision, and an
easy way of getting oyer the difficulty.
While it was desirable to avoid the expenditure on the part of any municipality of
a great amount of money, merely for the
purpo$e of complying with the letter of
the law, it was also desirable that those
vested interests in the shape of abattoirs,
which were already constructed and
strictly eomplied with the provisions
of the Act, should not. be destroyed.
Occasionally it had been felt, and would
ill future be felt, a burden by each particular shire which had on its own account
to build abattoirs and run them under
the conditions of the Act. At the same
time if tHese shires in conj unction were
to agree among themselves that abattoirs should be built in a certain place
within the boundary of one of them, he
thought it would be practicable under the
amelldlllent proposed by the honorable
member for ·'Williamstown. He \vould be
glad if the Millister could see his way to
adopt the amendment, because it would
be an economy of funds to these councils,
which had ever so much more to do with
their money than they had mOlley to do
it with.
Mr. RAMSAY stated that his idea
in proposing this amendment was simply
to prevent a municipality which was
compelled by the operation of the
present Act to spend some £600, from
having virtually to throwaway that
capital.
At the present time every
week during which they carried on the
abattoirs they were losing money. Clauf!c
3 distinctly stated that a meat area
might be constituted of any part or
parts of a municipality. So that they
were not going to bring in one district
altogether, but in a district comprising
some thousand acres they could turn
HHmd under this Bill and make half-anacre of tha.t district a meat area and
excise all the remailliug 999~ acres. If
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they were in ea.rnest over this meat area
bu;iness they should make it apply over
the whole of Victoria.. If it was necessarv that one district should have its meat
supervised by an inspector, then it was
necessary that. every bit of meat consumed in Victoria should be supervised.
The Williamstown Council at the present
,time were compelled to pay a meat in'Spector £150 a year or else dose their
abattoirs. They had spent some £2,400
·on their abattoirs, and they either had to
close them or else lose money every week
in paying an inspector. He would point
out to the honorable member for Prahran
that what he meant by the words
"subst~tntial1y interested" was this.
If
a council could prove that these private
abattoirs wete very close to them, and were
killing meat to be sold in their district,
then they \\'ould be substantially interested. It was possible that the whole of
the meat killed ontside their boundary, although it might be within
300 01' 400 yards, would bu sold
within
their
district.
He
would
like to ask the Minister in charge of
the Bill if it would be possible under it
for the Williamstown Council, if this
portion of the Wyndham shire was CQl1stituted a meat area., to arrange that the
one inspector should supervise the two
places, and thus lessen the burden of the
oOxpense? He believed that would be
agreeable to both parties.
Mr. MORRISSEY expressed the opinion
that pos~ibly what the honorable member
sugeested might be done, but he did
not think (lyell that would meet the
case of the objection urged by the honorable member on behalf of the \Villiallls·
towu Conncil, because, although the one
inspector would supervise the kUling in
hoth area.s at Williamstowll and at W yndham, the fees that would be collected in
the area outside the meat area of Williamstown would be paid to the fuuds of the
Wyndham Shire Conncil, so that financially
the position of the ·Williamstown Shire
Council would be 110 better thall it was no\\'.
Mr. 'VILKINS.--At present there are 110
fees collected at all.
Mr. MORRISS "~Y said there would be
later on when 'Yyndham had been con··
'fStituted a meat area.
Mr. LEvIEN.-They will belong to the
-shire as a whole then, and not tID the particular meat area.
Mr. MOHRISSEY said that was exactly
the position.
In contending that the
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Williall~stown municipality would
find
that they had made a heavy loss through
the erectioll of costly yards, the hOllOt'able member for Williamstown must
not forget that the person who erected
the abattoirs in the Wyndham shire was
driven fr<Dm using the Williamstown yards
on account of their insanitary condition.
He had, at ver)' large expense to himself,
erected these yards outside the bouudaries
of the \Villiamstown meat area., and if
through any refusal to constitute Wyndham a meat area he was prevented from
using his yards, individually the loss
would be certainly a very heavy one to
him, and he would suffer a manifest injustice, which was even greater than any
injustice which the people of Williamstown
might suffer in having to bear the burden
of keeping up yards which were now no~
IIsed by the slnu,c;htermell of the place for
the purpose of supplying the district with
meat.
Mr. RA~fsAy.-They are used now.
lvIr. MOHRISSEY fdaid they might he
used 1I0W, but they were not ui:)cd IIp to
recently.
Mr. hAH.BOUR asked the Minister in
charge of the Bill if the proprietors of
abattoirs outside a meat area cOllld be
allowed to bring meat into that area without its being stamped?
:NIl'. MORRTSSEY.-If the abattoirs belong to a coullcil that is within a meat
area, it can be brought in, bu.t ,-"n meat
has got to be stam ped before it goes into
consnmption in a meat area.
Mr. BAltBOUR asked in what positicDll
wonld the owner of those abattoirs, which
were outside the jurisdiction of a meat
area, be. if, say, the municipality of
'Villiam::;towll or Borooudara, for instance,
declined to Htamp the meat?
Mr. MOHRlSSEY.-·The meat cannot now
'be brought in from \Vyndhanl until
\Vyndham is declared a meat area.
Mr. ILuli:)Ay.-Lcgally it canllot be
brought in.
Mr. MOHRISSEY.--Bnt if 'Yyndham is
constituted a meat are<.t the meat can be
brought in.
Mr. 'WILKINS observed that, as he
understood the position at presellt, meat
was bemg bi'ought into the meat area
from ontside.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-If so, it is being done
illegally.
}Ir. RA)ISAY.-I do not say that that i~
I being done at ·Williamstown.
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Mr. \VILKINS said the honorable
member for vVilliamstO\V1,l had referred to
the cost of tho inspectors. He thought
that the appointments of inspectors should
be made hy the Government, and that the
whole cost should be borne by the
Government, and that the municipalities
should not have the power of appointing
inspectors at all, or of paying them. The
present system was very unsatisfactory,
and if the Minister could see his way clear
to impose the duty of inspecting meat
upon inspectors appointed by the Government, the groat difficulty complained of by
the honorable member for vVilliamstown
would certainly 10 removed. -While £3
per week was not a very large sum for
a. municipality to pay, an individual who
used abattoirs outside the boundary of a
meat area would be SUbjected to the same
expense, and he would be compelled to
pay an in.spector before he could bring
the meat into the meat area at all. There·
fore that would entail an expense upon
him of no less a sum than £3 per week in
order to get this work done. But if the
Government adopted the suggestion of
appointing the inspectors themselves, one
inspector could very easily do all the
duties necessary in connexion with both the
\Vyndham and the \Villiamstown abattoirs.
He thought that would meet with the
approval of the people of Williamstown,
and also of the gentleman who was interested ill the \Vyndham shire abattoir5.
Mr. l\!ORHISSEY.- Would it meet with
the approval @f the people of the State?
1'ho amend ment was negatived without
a division.
Mr. MORRISSEY proposed tbe follow·
ing new clauf:le : v

A. For any offence against any of the provisions of the Meat Supervision Acts proceedings lllay be taken by(a) .Any person authorized by the board
or a council; or
(b) Any meat inspector; or
(c) Any member of the police force.

He said this was for the pllrpose of instituting prosecutions for offences against
the provisions of the measure.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. l\fORRISSEY proposed the following new clause :-D. In snh-section (2), section 30, of the principal Act, before the word" head" there shall be
inserted the word" entrails."

He said this provided certain restrictions
in connexion with the sale of meat or
slllall goods in the meat area. It proposed
to amend section 30 of the principal Act.
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Under sub-section (2) of that seetion, noperson was allowed to sell the carcass of a
calf which was under the age of fourteen

days, or if the calf was less than fourteen
days old, the carcass must not be less in,
weight than 40 lbs, including the skin,
but excluding the head and feet. This
clause proposed to include the on trails,.
with the head and feet, in what was to be·
excluded from the weight.
rrhe clause was agreed. to.
Mr. MORRISSEY proposed the following tl8W clause :-E. Where in contravention of the provisions.
of sub-section (2) of section 30 of the principal Act U,llY person sells or n.ttempts to sell or·
exposes for sn.Ie or n.llows or causes to Lc sold
or exposed for sale the whole or any part of the·
carcass of any calf, such ca.rcass or part shall be
deemed to be a carcass or mea.t which is subject
to the provisions of section 43 of:the said Act,.
and lllay be seized and removed as provided
in such section.

He said this clause gave power to seize
and remove the carcass of a calf which
was ullder the prescribed age or weight._
It gave additional power to t.hat which
was given in section 43 of the principal
Act, which gave power to seize unbranded
carcasses. A calf might be branded for the
reason that it might be regarded as fit for
human food, and after having been branded
it might be ascertained that it was less in
weight than 40 lbs. or less than fourteen
days old. This clause gave. power, even if
it had been branded, to seize that carcass.
1'11e clause was agreed to.
Mr. MOHIU.SSEY proposed the following new clause : F. (1) In addition to the purposes for which
regulations may be made under section 45 of
the principal Act regulations may also be made
thereunder for prescribing the conditions and
restrictions under which cn.rcasses or meat intended for export to any country or place
beyond the Australian ~tates, may, for the
purpose of Slll.:h exportation, a,nel with the
written permit of a meat inspector, or an inspector of exported products, be relllo\Ted from
any abattoir or place whatsoeyer in Victoria
or be brought into any meat are~t without being
branded in accordance with the provisions of
the Meat Supervision Acts.
(2) Subject to such regulations the proYisions
of the Meat Supervision Acts, other than this
section, sha.llnot apply to any carcass or meat
so removed to any store prescribed by such
regulations, a.ncl shall not apply to any carcass
or meat shipped or placed on board any vessel
for exportation to any country or place beyond
the Australian States, if an inspector of exported products shall ha.ve given a certificate
with respect theretoas required by the Exported
Products Act 1898.
(:3) If any carcass or meat subject to such
regulations is aot actually exported to any
country or place as aforesaid, but is sold or-
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.exposed for sale in any meat area, such carcass
-!ueat shall thereupon be. s.ubject to the proVlSlOns of the Meat SuperVlslon Acts, provided
that where the greater part of a carcass is exported as aforesaid the fact that such carcass
was not branded by or under the direction of a
mea.t insp~ctor shallllot pre\'ent any other part
thereof bemg sold or exposed for sale in a meat
:area. subject to the said Acts.

0:

He said this was an important clause,
and gave power to make regulations
,as to the conditiol~s under whieh meat
might be exported without branding.
Meat now slaughtered ill a meat area must
'be branded. Section 32 of the principal
Act compelled branding; but exporters of
meat said that frequently meat that they
-exported, and that:. had been branded was
<>bjccted to by the consignees, and 'they
asked that power should be given after
~he meat had been inspected, and when
It was about to be shipped, to enable
them to remove it from the abattoirs
without its being branded. This clause
gave power to do that.
Mr. LEVIEN asked if that might not
enable carcasses unfit for human food to
be exported 7
Mr. MORRISSEy.-No; it has got first
~o be examined and inspected by the
Inspector.
Mr. LEVIEN said the indication of that
inspection was the fact that the carcass
was branded, ?ut now the Minister proposed to permIt the removal of the carcass
for export without branding.
Mr. MOHRIssEy.-Yes, with the perrnission of the inspector who has supervised the condition of the meat,
Mr. LEVIEN said that it was a question
whether that would not open the door
perhaps to possible collusion between the
inspectors and the exporters.
Mr. MORRlSSEy.-I cannot. see that.
. Mr. LEVIEN said that the only protec!lOD was. the brand, and it was proposed,
III relatIOn to meat for export, that that
brand should Bot be insisted upon.
Mr. MORRISSEY remarked that it was
said to affect the sale of meat at the
other end, and for that reason the ex·
porters asked to have the brand removed.
']'he clause was agl'eed to.
Mr. PRENDERGAST proposed the
following new clause : If in any meat area any person on a Sunday
or causes or allows to be slaughtered,
any anuual, or dresses or causes or allows to be
dressed any carcass, he shall be guilty of an
offence, and shall on conviction be liable to a
pena.lty not exceeding £10 for a first offence,
and not less than £lO 01' more than £50 £01'
evel'y subsequent offence.
Ses,~ion 1901.-(173)
slaugh~ers,
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He said that he desirt'd to provide for the
cllstom that obtained in Sout.h Australia
New South Wales, and Queensland, wher~
S~ll~day ~illing was discouraged. Sunday
lullIng dId not take place in connexion
with the meat business in those States.
Some time ago he (Mr. Prendergast) had
the pleasure of receiving the Premier's
assistance in connexion with a question
of admiuistration in Ol1e of his departments. 'rhe Premier caused different
establishments, snch as Kew and Pentridge, to take meat under such. a system
as would prevent the Sunday delivery of
the meat. It was at first maintained. that
those institutions could not do without a
Sunday delivery of meat, and it was only
when it was pointed out to them that
in warmer climates, such as Queensland,
there was no Sunday delivery of meat,
that the system was brought into force.
Mr. BAILES.-By the retail butchers.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that oriClinally the retail butchers delivered meat ~n
SUl.1days, bnt that was put a stop to by
the then Chief Secretary. Since tha.t
period the facili ties for storing meat had
so extended that even the smallest establishment could llOW have its meat put into
the cooling sheds and stores, alld nobody
thought of placing fresh-killed meat on
the market. One of the largest firms in
Yictoria, a~ld proba.bly one of the largest
In AustralIa, Messrs. Morris and ·Wilkins
did not kill anything on Sundays.
'
Mr. WILKINS.-Now we do.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that, even if
that were S(), the honorable member for
Collingwood (Mr. 'Vilkins) was supportiuO"
this llew clause, and that honorable tnem~
bel' h~d assured him that on very many
occasions the slaughtermen left off work
on Friday, and did not go back to work
aga.in and comlnence killing until midnight on Sunday. In view of the conditions which would exist fit the abattoirs,
he (Mr. Prendergast) thought it only
reaso~lable that the Chamber should agree
to thIS new clause. Honora.ble mem bel'S
could accept it as reasonable, because he
had the support of two or three o'entlemen
who killed very large q uantitie; of meat.
He thought it reasonable that the men
~~o~ld have at least the Sunday holiday.
I hell' hOUl'S had come down owino- to the
factory legislation. He found th~t it was
not tb~ lar~est k~lIers who were really
responSIble for thIS Sunday work. Probably the greatest sinner of all wa.s the
City Conncil, because if they provided the
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proper a.ccommodation there would be no
necessity for killing so frequently as was

but honorable members should recognise
that there were numbers of places where

done at present.

these provisions could not be applied. He
agreed that wherever work could be done

He hoped the Minister

would support this new clause, in the
interest of a large number <Df workers.
It would not affect the agriculturists in
the country in any way.
Mr. BAH.BOUR remarked that he
ho!-,ed the proposal of the honorable member for Melbourne North would obtain
the acceptance of the Minister in charge
of the Bil1, because the new clause could
do nothillg but good. In any eircumstances, he was not aware that it could
do any harm, and it would be a boon to
the men engaged in the business. Honorable members had the assurance of the
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr.
Wilkins) that it was a f>l'actical provision.
Mr. BAILES remarked that he could
understand the clause being accepted if
the only meat area was to be in the
metropolitan district. Power, however,
had been given to create meat areas in
every part of the country, and in some
localities there were no conveniences in the
way of stores for the meat.
Mr. PH.ENDERGAST.-They should be provided.
Mr. BAILES said that in some places
it was not possible to get ice.
Mr. PRE:-iDERGAsT.-That is not neaessary.
Mr. BAILES said that honorable members should not expect the people in these
places to buy refrigerators for that purpose. Take the case of the district
represented by the honorable member for
Eaglehawk. If that were created a meat
area what would the slaughtermen there
do?
Mr. BARBOUR.-rrhey could kill at
twehe o'clock on Slmd~y night.
Mr. BAILES said that the operatiem of
knocking down bullocks and dressing them
could not be carried on at night.
Mr. BARBOUR.-It is done.
Mr. PRENDERGAsl'.-At our abattoirs.
Mr. BAILES said that it might be done
where they had eleetric lights which made
the place as light as day, and other great
conveniences, but these things did not
exist in the country. Honorable members
would have to recognise that there were
some parts of the country outside of the
metropolitan area. If words were adopted
leaving it optional ill future whether meat
areas should be created, there might not
be so much CDbjection to the new clanse,

on other days than Sunday it should be
done, but there were some places where·
they could not d(j) without killing meat on
the Sunday afternoon.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-If it is to come into
this market, it will have to be killed at
some other time.
Mr. BAILES said that Melbourne was
not the only market of Australia. There·
were a few thousand mOll who had to be
fed in Bendigo. He certainly did not
regard Bendigo as the hub of the univer~e,
though as regards its importance as a
mining centre he often found it necessary
to educate honorable members up to a
knowledge of that. The honorable III ember who proposed the now clause must see
that his proposal was applicable only to
the metropolitan area, and that it was·
absolutely impossible that it should be applied in all its particulars to some portions
of the country. He did not wish to oppose·
any clauses restricting Sunday labour, but
there were circumstances under which it
was not possible to do without Sunday
labour.
Mr. VALE remarked that the tendency
of modern legislation was to le:;;sen the·
hours of labour, and to give one day's rest
a week, and he did not see \vhy this one
day's rest should be refused to any body
of mell, when it was a well-known fact
that that work could be dispensed with.
He would admit that there were certain
difficulties, and he would like to have
them met in this Bil1.
He would
authorize the municipalities, not only
to erect abattoirs, but to have
ice-works, in order to supply butchers.
and otheri:! with ice at a moderate Dl'ice.
10 other States supplies of ice - were
provided for individuals at very moderate
rates, and the outlay by municipalities
involved in the erection of the ice-works and
of proper buildings for the storage of'
perishable products would not be very
great. He would like the Minister to·
take that ~uggestion into consideration-that of gi ving power to local bodies, in,
addition to erecting abattoirs, to erect iceworks, and to supply ice at a moderate
price. If that could be done, it wou1d
meet the objection of the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. Bailes). At all'
events the experiment, be thought, might
be tried, in order to see if they could not.

.illeat Supervision Act

[12 Nov., 1901.]

do without Sunday work. There was
another aspect of the matter.
Would it
injure mankind very m~1Ch if they had to
do without meat on one day in the week 1
He did not think that that would cause
them all to "kick the bucket." Honorable members knew that a large portion
of the community abstained from meat to
this extent, and it was a question whether
it would not be wise to compel others to
go without meat for a certain time.
Surely people eould do without their
chops every Monday morning. It was
not always that he ( Mr. Vale) could
support the honorable member for Melbourne North in his points Ot' utterances,
but on this occasion the honorable meililber
was going in the right direction, and he
would al;>k him to continue in that
direction for the general welfare of the
whole of the people.
Mr. MITCHELL observed that if the
condition laid down in this new clallse
were made to apply hard and fast to the
municipalities in the country as well as in
the city, it WQuld, in his opinion, perpetrate a very great hardship on many
people. He could understand the honorable member for Melbourne North stating
that a way could be found out of the
difficulty so far as the city people were
concerned, by means of the refrigerating
process by which meat Gonld be kept
fresh.
'rh1:tt was illustrated by the
remark the honorable member Illade, that
men could leave off work on the Friday,
and not return to work until the Monday.
Such a state of things did not exist in the
country. If this clause were carried, and
meat areas were established in the country
municipalities, people would have to go
short of meat on Mond~\y. Although he
(Mr. Mitchell) was as anxious as anyone
to prevent Sunday labour, he must enter
bis protest against the whole effect of this
provision.
Mr. LEVIEN said he did not think it
was a general practice in the country districts to slaughter on Sunday. It was
only done when the Sunday happened to
be preceded by two or three very hot d.ays
so that the meat supply had become exhausted. It was a recognised rule that
where necessity existed work might be
done on Sunday.
Mr. MORRISSEY remarked that the
honorable member who proposed ihis
clause had stated that he would like to
see the whole country brought within the
provisions of this Bill.
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Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is so.
Mr. MORRISSEY said t.hat he did not
know if atlY more effective means could be
devised to prevent that ~ng achieved
tban to place on the stat'Yite-book the
proposal now before the committee. There
was not a country district that would apply
for the creation of a meat area within
its confines if suah a provision were inserted in the Bill. Butchers in the country
had to kill when they could. Even in
the city it was impossible to slaughter on
the hard-and-fast rules laid down by this
clause. Killing was only done in the city
on Sundays by special permission, and
that permission was not gran ted until the
day before the killing was to be done.
Verv little meat was 0ffered for sale in the
aouiltry that had not been killed the night
before. It needed to hang during the
night before it was fit for consumption. A
good deal of business was being done by
slaughtermen in the city in connexion with
the export. trade. For that purpose they
needed to kill at the latest moment, and
if the meat was to be shipped on MOllday
they needed permission to kill on the Sunday. In the interests, therefore, both of
the trade and the community, he hoped
that the honorable member would withdra w the clause.
NIl'. DOvV:K'VARD said he desired to
point; out to the honorable member for
Melbourne North that it would cause a
good deal of mischief to apply this proposal to the country. In the Mornington
electorate, for instance, there were a number of large watering places, including
Sorrento, Dromana, Mornington, Portsen,
Frankston, Cowes, and San Hemo. FOllr or
five thousand visitors from Melbourne were
to be found at these places in the summer
time, and in order to make provision for
their requirements it was sometimes
necessary in the Sllmmer til'ille for the
butchers to kill the meat on Sunday evening. At Mornington the butchers had
made the experiment of killing on Sa.turday night in the summer time with' the
result that sometino.es they had been
obliged to throwaway the whole of the
meat on the Monday. Both for their
own sakes and for the sakes of their
erilployes, they were loath to slaughter on
Sundays unless it was absolutely unavoidable. It would, therefore, be a very
wrong thing to make it an offence to kill
meat on Sunday. It was im~ossible to
kill on Monday morning for Monday's
use, because the meat required to hang

2!196

bleat Supervision Act

[ASSEMBLY. ]

for some time. In the hot weather the'
butchers would therefore have to defer
killing their meat till Monday night, so
that if this .lause were passed there
lVould be notlWlng killed between Friday
night and Monday night.
Mr. BENrf remarked that the proposal
now before the Chair opened np the
question of meat areas. So many amendments were now being made that he
wanted to know exactly what a meat area
meant. In the shire of Moorabbin a man
named Dale had a slaughter-house, in
which he used to kill, not only for
Moorabbin, but also for Bflghton. Not
very long ago this slaughter-house was
closed by the operation of the Act,
although just acr(1)SS the road, in the
shire of Oakleigh, there was a meat area,
in which killing was allowed. Mr. Dale
was so worried over the business that
he actually died on account of the
trouble to which he was put. vVhat he
(Mr. Bent) wanted to know was whether
under this Bill killing could be carried
on upon those premises, or must all the
meat for Moorabbin be broughtall the way
from Melbourne 1
Mr. MORRTSSEY.-No, you can have a
slaughter-house erected, or if the shire
council owns a slaughter-house within a
meat area the meat can be brought from
there.
Mr; BENT said that in that case the
shire council could not register this place
of Dale's as an abattoir at all.
Mr. MORRISSEy.-They could purchase
it if they t.hought fit.
MI'. BENT said they could not afford to
do that.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-You asked to be
included in the meat area.
Mr. BENT said he was not aware of
that. Perhaps thltt was some years ago.
Mr. MORlUSSEy.--N 0, it was only last
year.
Mr. BENT said that Oakleigh was
within a meat area, but in Moorabbin,
which was five times as important, killing
was not allowed.
Mr. MORltlSSEy.-rrhey can kill, but
they cannot sell within the meat area.
Mr. EENT said the matfer was not at
all clear to his mind.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that with the
honorable member's permission he would
explain the matter. Under the principa,l
Act the metropolitan meat area included
the municipal districts of Melbourne,
South Melbonrne, Prahran, St. Kilda,
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Richmond, Caulfield, Collingwood, Fitzroy, Brunswick, North Melbourne, Essendon, Flemington and Kensington, Footscray, Braybrook, Williamstown, Port
Melbourne, Hawthorn, Brighton, Northcote., Malvern, Oakleigh, and Rew, and
such parts of the shire of Boroolldara,
Preston, and Coburg as the Governor in
Council might define. The question put
by the honorable member was whether, in
the case of slaughter-yards outside this
metropolitan meat area, meat could be
Rlaughtered and sold to people outside the
meat area. Meat so slaughtered could not
be brought within the meat area, unless
the slaughter-yard was owned by a local
body, but meat certainly could be slaughtered at a slaughter-yard outside a meat
area unless the Board of Health had condemned the same by reason of its insanitary state.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM observed that
he was thoroughly in accord with the
clause proposed by the honorable member
for Melboli.rne North, but it seemed to
him that there was a dalJger in the
attempt to extend it to the country
districts. The country districts did not
mind what was done in Melbourne, but
they objected when it was proposed to
apply it to them.
Mr. BAILEs.-It is not practicable in the
country districts.
Mr. MOTIRISSEY (to Mr. Fotheringham).
- You asked for it in the metr<Dp«>lis.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said that not
only the mell, but a majority of the
employers, were in favour of a elausc of
this character. He could speak authoritatiyely on this subject. because only last
week, ill the course of conversation
with one of the authorities of the Melbourne City Ahattoirs, he learned that
there were onl'y one or two exceptIOns
amongst the masters in regard to this
proposal.
rrhe ouly objection to the
clause in regard to its application to the
metropolitan area raised by tIne Minister
was as to shipping. It must. be well
ktlown to every honorable member that
very few vessels left. port 011 Mondays.
Mr. MORRIs8EY.-That is only one (!)r
the reasons.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said the companies took care that the vessflls went out
on Saturdays. As to the contention that
where meat had to be supplied, it should
be killed as latc as possible, it was wqll
known that the master butchers had now
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provided for the cool storage of meat in
the metropolitan districts, at any rate.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-But this is intended
to apply to the whole of Victoria.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said he would
like to see it have a general application,
but at the same time he did not wish the
metropolitan dibtrict to lose the provision,
because the country districts objected.
He hoped the honorable member for Melbourne North would alter the clause so as
to make it 'apply to the metropolitan area
alone.
Lt.-Col. REAY remarked that he understood that the practice at the Melbourne
City ALattoirs in regard to Sunday labour
was contn)lled by tt by-law. Could not
something be introduced in the clause by
which the town clerk, or some one else in
authority, might have the right to give
permission in certain circumstances ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-'rhis is as it is in the
by-law of the City Council.
Lt.-Col. REAY said that in this case it
was to apply generally. He believed iii
was a sound prirlciple to stop Sunday
labour wherever it might be stopped.
Mr. MORRISSEY. - The provision is in
existence.
Mr. VALE remarked that there seemed
to be some blundering over the proposal.
In the first place about five-sixths of the
whole area of Victoria wonld not come
under the provisions of the measure. All
the ohjectiuHls raised on the score of the
expense of providing for the appliances
fell to the ground. The grave objection
was the unfitness of meat for use. He
took it for granted that, in all the principal
centres, cool chambers were in use. Given
cool chambers, there was not the slightest
necessity for work on the Sunday. In
his district, he had not been asked on
more than three occasions to attend any
gatherings on Sundays. He had tald his
people that, outside of religious· grounds,
he was determined to have his Sunday as a
day of rest, :.l,nd he cont.ended that, as far
as possible, every other man sho"llld be in
the same p(])sition.
Experience had
shown that in 99 cases out of
100, where the necessity for Sunday
labour had been contended for, there wa!:!
little or no foundation for it. 'rhe h<'.l11orable member for Mornington spoke about
what was dOlle at Sorrento and other
watering places, but they were not within
the bounds of the meat areas, and the
measure did not apply to them. It was
marvellou~ how many religious people
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were prepared to get up and approve
of the abrogation of the fourth commandment. Provi~ion might be made to give
special licences in case of absolute necessity ; but, speaking from a sanitary point
of view, and not from a religious point of
view, he \\'o"ld always, in the hope elf improving the general average of life, raise
his voice against unne~essary-or what
was sometimes called necessary-work on
the seventh day.
Mr. LEVIEN said that the honorable
member who had just resumed his seat
had actually advocated Sunday work by
suggesting that freezing ~hambers should
he provided. ""Vhere freezing places were
provided he took it that a stoker would
ha\e to be employed in-Mr. RAl\ISAY.-It is not necessary at
all.
Mr. LEVIEN said that he had always
been under the impression that a stoker
was necessary.
Notwithstanding the
assumption of superior Imowledge by the
honorable member-Mr. RAMSAY.-I am quite c~rrect, and
I can prove it.
Mr. LEVIEN said it must be necessary
to have a stoker to attend to the fires.
Mr. H,A~fsAY.-Thev can accumulate
sufficient coal to last tUhree or four days.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'I~.--The
honor'3.ole
inem bel' for Williamstown is a practical
engineer.
~[r. LEVIEN said he would like to ask
the honorahle member whether fires were
not kept up Oll the S lllJ day.
Mr. RAMSAY.-N9, the fires are banked,
though in some places the men have to
work.
Mr. LEVIEN said that it was then admitted that the stokers had to w(i)rk some·
times 011 Sundays. It was impossible to
do without some work on Sundays, and
he ventured to say thaI) the honorable
memLer for Ballarat West (Mr. Vale) was
no more sincere than any other honorable
member in his desire t.o minimize Sunday
work, while the conrse suggested as to
the provision of frec7,ing chambers would
not apparently dimillish the necessity fot'
Sunday work.
Mr. MORRISSEY remarl{ed that it was
agreed by honorable mernbers that this
provision should n0t extend to the country.
'1'he honorable member for Melbourue
North knew that killing was only done at
the city abattoirs on SIll~da'ys by special
permission, and that that permission was
only gral'lted when absolute necessity
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arose for killing on that day.
:For illstance, if application were made on a
Wednesday to slaughter meat on the following Sunday, permission would not be
; granted. It was only when application
was made on the day preceding the Sunday
that permission was granted, and then the
inspector must be satisfied that the Saturday was unsuitable for slaughtering before
granting permission. Honorable members
must kllow that even on Saturday Bometimes the we~ther might not be of such a
character as to justify the killing of a
beast to put it into the CQol chambers.
Some discretionary power must necessarily
be given to those in charge of abattoir:s
in connexion with the days on which meat
should and could be slaughtered. He felt
that the honorable member for Melbourne
North, all things considered, and especially
considering that what he was asking to
have done was almost provided by the
by-laws of the City Council, should withdraw his proposal.
Mr. BROWN observed t.hat he did not
think it wise to hamper trade by this
restriction. The case had been put very
fully by the honorable member for Mornington. rrhere could be no two opinions
that it was absolutely necessary, under
certain circnmstances, to slaughter on
Sundays. Why should the honorable
member attempt to hamper business 1
There was too milch of this sort of thing,
and it was not conducive to the iuterests
of the people.
Mr. P~-tENDERGAST stated that this
provision was asked for by the employes
who had to do Sunday work.
Mr. BRowN.-Do not they ask for too
mnch ~
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that persistent opposition to everything the workers
asked for' was the general tenor of some
honorable members' remarks. Meat killed
on Saturday could be kept so as to be served
perfectly fresh 011 the following Monday.
Some employers were too mean to go to a
little extra expelJse in providing cool storehouses for lIIeat killed on Saturday, and
they ought not to be allowed to compel
their lllen to kill on Sunday merely to
save their own pockets. There was no
killing of meat in the Melbourne Abattoirs
on Sundays, but meat was served quite
fresh on Monday last, and there was no
scarcity, althongh the thermometer registered 92 degrees in the shade on Saturday
last. In fact, Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday last were the three worst days
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for keeping meat that had been experienced since the commencement of the
present season.
Mr. BROWN. -Are not the men who
conduct the meat business capable of
determining whether the course you propose is wise or not ~
Mr. PHENDERGAST said tha,t an
honorable member who did the largest
killing business probably in Australia, and
certainly in Victoria, was thoroughly in
favour of his (Mr. Prendergast's) clanse.
He alluded to the honorable member for
Collingwood (Mr. ·Wilkins).
Mr. BRowN.-Bnt he is a benevolen1;
man.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the hODorable member was a business mall, but
without tbe bias aga.inst working mell that
infiuellccd some other busine3s men in
this Chamber. The largest meat-sellers
in Victoria were conductillg their business
in accordance with this proposal, but
some of their compr.tit()l's were llOt doing
so, and it was to compel tbem to follow
snit that this clause was proposed. He
(Mr. Prendergast) did not feel particularly
allxiolls about applyiug the clause to the
country districts. He came to Parlia,ment
to hel p the interests of the w0rkel's of the
community as far as he could, bllt if
workers in the conntry districts would
persist in sending to Parliament men who
were neglectful of their' iNterests, that
was their own·look-ont. The system proposed in this clause was already adopted
in other and warmer States, and it was
found to work satisfactorily. It was,
therefore, only reasonable to apply it to
all men who were l\illing meat for the
Melbourne market. The great majority
of the butchers within the metropolitan
area had coolstore-hollses in which they
could keep meat \"holesomo for one or two
dl!l.Ys.
Even small shops that were not
doing a "ery large business had no trouble
in keeping meat from Saturday to
Mon4lay, and, therefore, why should men
be compelled to kill on Sunday 1
As a matter of fact, meat killed on
Saturday and kf'pt. in a cool storehouse was much fitter for consumption on
Monday than meat killed on Sunday.
Meat killed on Sunday night did not get
into proper condition for consumption by
Monday. Formerly, Government ~fter
Government declined to pass a law pro-.
hibiting the delivery of meat on Sunday,
but for some years past meat had not
been delivered on Sunday.
The Kew
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Asylum, the Pentridge prison, and other
Government institutions were now compelled to take on Saturday the meat
intended for consumption on Monday.
'rhe best employers in Melbourne were
killing on Saturday for Monday's consumption, and it was only fair to put the un~crupulous employers on the same footing,
In order that their men might have the
Sundays free of work, as they could have,
~vithollt in allY way interfering with the
'll1terests of the community. rrhat could
()nly be accomplished, however, by means
()f a legislative enactment. Without the
authority of an Aut of Parliament, the
workers never found it possible to secure
roasonable conditions of employment. He
therefore hoped that the committee
Yiould agreo to the clause.
The committee divided on the olause-Ayes
29
Noes
31
000

00.

Majority against the clause

2

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
."

"

,,
"
"
"
"
"
Dr.
Mr.
"

Andrews,
'Barbour,
Bennett,
Bent,
J. \V. Billson,
Bromley,
Fotheringham,
Holden,
Kerr,
Kirton,
LltWSOn,
Mackinnon,
Maloney,
McKenzie,
~furray,

Mr. Outtrim,
" Prendergast,
" Ramsay,
Lt.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Sangster,
Smith,
" Tueker,
Vale,
Wilkins.
E. D. Williams,
" H. R. \Villiam5l,
" W. H. \Villiams.
'l'elle1·,s.
.
Mr Grose,
McGregor.
NOES.

Mr. A. A. Hillson,
"
"
"

"
"
"

"

Brown,
Burton,
Cntven,
Cullen,
Deegan,
Duffus,
Duggan,
Forest,
Gillies,
Graham,
Gurr,
A Harris,
J. Harris,
Irvine.
Keogh,

Mr.
"
Dr.
Mr.

Langdon,
Levien,
McInemey,
McLeod,
Methven,
" Mitchell,
" Morrissey,
Nichols,
Oman,
Peacock,
Taverner,
'l'renwith,
" 'Varde.
1'etle1'8.
Mr. Bailes,
" Gair.

Mr. \VILKINS proposed the following
new clause : ~3. Any per~on carrying on his business at a
prlvate l~hattoll' or slaughter-house previous to
th~ passmg of the Meat Supervision Act, No.
16112, and whose abattoirs or slaughter-house
ha~ been clol'ed in consequence of being refused
a ltcence, consent, or registration, under paragraph (b) of section 12 of the said Act shall be
entitled to compensation, provided tl,lat the said
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person ha:e been prepared to make any necessary repaIrs and alterations to their premises
required by the Board of Health.

He said that when the Meat Supervision
into operation it did a very great
InJustICe to a very large number of very
respectable honest industrious men, who
had been carrying on the occupation of
slaughtennen, some of them for 30 years.
'rhe treatment that these people received
from the Board of Public Health was such
as would not be tolerated in any 0ther
British community. The Board of Public
Health inspected the premises of a number
of butchers in and around Melbourne, and
served them with a notice, which read~~t c~me

I have the honour to inform yon that after
inspection on the 20th illSt. of your slaughterhouse in Evans-street, Braybrook--

This was in reference to a Mr. Tucker.
the board decided that the licence or consent
or registration in the case of such slaughterhouse be not approved by the board. The
board desire to point out that on and after 26th
April next no person may slaughter an animal,
or dress a carcass, or CLtuse or allow any person
to slaughter all animal. or dress a carcass, at
your slaughter-house. Your attention is invited
to t~le Meat Supervision Act 1900, especially to
sectlOlls 12, 18,. and 36, a copy of which Act is
enclosed.
This notice was served upon the various
occupiers of private abattoirs,' particularly
in the neigh bonrhood of Fo~tscray and
surrounding districts, and. these people
were compelled by the Board of Public
Health to absolutely vacate their premises,
and were driven into the city abattoirs in
order to kill under supervision. rrhere
was no possible objection to their being
compelled to kill under supervision, but
there was a very strong objection to men,
who had carried on a legitimate business
for a number of years, being treated in
the manner in which these men bad been
treated. A certain number of them had
been selected for no good and sufficient
reasons and compelled to close up. There
w~re other ~Lbattoirs that had been permltt~d to ~Xlst, and that did exist to-day,
but 111 WhICh not one sixpence worth of
improvements had been dono, and yet
the business was allowed to be CQllductcd
t.here, under the sanction and with the
permissiun of the board.
Mr. MUllRAY.-\Vere they any better
than those which were closed ~
Mr. 'WILKINS said they were no better, and some of them were infinitely
worse, (han those that were closed.
It was grossly unfair to these people
who had been engaged in this business
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that the Board of Public Health, constituted, as it was, of gentlemen from
Bendigo and Ballarat and other parts of
the State, who had no possible interest
whatever in the Meat Supervision Act,
should agree to close these abattoirs and
inflict great injury on the owners. He
would warrant that £1,000 would not
compensate the firnl of Pridham Bros.,
for instance, for the loss they had sl1stailled
in con seq uence of being oompelled to
close their abattoirs in order to comply
with the Act. He believed these people
waited on the Government, accompanied
by Mr. McLean (the late Premier), who,
with others, urged upon the Government
the necessity of giving these people some
compensation. UnfGrtunate]y, there was
nothing in the measure now before the
House, or in the existing Act, that empowered the Government to compensate
these men for any loss they had sustained.
Since he first men tioned this matter in
the House, he had taken the opportunity
of visiting these places that had been
closed up, and he said that a greater
inj ustice was never done to any body of
men than had been done to a number of
these owners. The place of Mr. Dawson,
for iustance, was a splendid place, and
should never have been closed up. The
establishment of Messrs. Pridham Bros.
was equally- good, and there were a
number of others which were quite
f:;ufficiently good for all purposes in order
to carryon slaughtering under the provisions of this legislation. \Vhat was most
unfair 'was that these men were never
allowed, or ordered, or asked to make any
improvement, but ,,"ere simply served with
tho notice which he had read, and which
pointed out to them what the pellalties
attached to non-compliance with the notice
served upon them would be.
Mr. BRowN.-How long was that after
the first notice ~
Mr. WILKINS said they were served
with a notice on 26th February, to the effect
that on 26th April it would be illegal for
them to occupy the places in which some
of them had been carrying on their business for 30 years.
Mr. BRowN.- Unless they did certain
things.
Mr. FOTHERIKGHAM.-N o.
Mr. 'VILKINS said that was not so,
and that was where the injustice had been
dOl'le to these men. The notice statedYour attention is invited to. the Meat Supervisio.n Act, especially to. section 36.
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That section said that in the event of
the board refusing or neglecting to giye·
its aFproval or sanction to any application
made for the approval or ianction of the
board pursuant to any of the provisions.
of this Act, any applicant foeling
aggrieved at the withholding of such approyal or sanction, might within one'
mouth apply ex pct?·te on affidavit to a
Judge of the County Court. for an order·
calling on the board to appear before him on
a day and at a time named in such order,
and to show cause why tho approval or
sanction of the board was withheld. After
hearing the board, or in the absence of
the board, if it did not appear at such
time when so called on, such J ndge might7
if he thought fit, order that the thing in
respect of wbich such approval or sanction
was applied for, might be dOlle without
the approval or sanction of the bml.rd, and
in such event such thing might be done
accordingly without such approval or
sanction. Therefore, if these people felt
aggrieved they had to go to a Judge of
the Connty Court. Honorable members
kilew what that meant.
Mr. BRowN.-Did they go?
Mr. vV ILK INS said they did not.
They thought that if the bo"ard decided
against them they had little or 110 hope
in going before a Judge or anyone else.
They felt that such a tribunal would say
that the board would not do anything
wrong, but he said that the board did do
what was wrong ill closing the abattoirs
belonging to a number of these men.
They thought that the Government
would compensate them for the loss thoy
sustuined, as compensation wars given in
other cases.
When licensed premises
were closed up there was compensation
for those people, and unless some provision was made, whereby fair treatment
would be meted out to these men, who had
been carrying tUn an honorable business
for a number of years, this legislation
WQuld do a very great injustice. He felt
sure the new clause would recommend
itself to the committee, because it was only
fair and just' where men had been depri,'ed of the rights they had held for a
number of years that they should receive
fair consideration at the hands of the
Government which caused their premises
to 1)e so closed up.
Mr. LEVIEN observed that it certainly
did seem hard to those who had enjoyed
the privilege of slaughtering on their
0wn premises that the privilege should be
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taken.away from thelll by legislation, but
he did not see that the proposal of the
honorable member would afford any
relief. If the Minister was to make a
statement as to whether he would see his
way to bring down new clauses to meet
the object which the honorable member
had in view it would save a good deal
gf time of the House. It was perfectly
clear that this clause if added to the Bill
would be quite dead as regarded the
payment of any compensation.
The
clause ~aid that any person should be
entitled to compensation.
Mr. WILKINs.-Or paid compensation.
Mr. LEVIEN asked from and by
whom ~
Mr. WILKINs.-The Goyernment.
Mr. LEVIEN said that was very nice.
~rhey were all entitled to receive a good
deal more than they did receive, but if
the honorable member was administering
the Act, he would find it somewhat difficult to pay compensation under this clause.
n the Government, however, could see
their way clear to agree to pay compensation and to provide the money for it, that
would be a totally different thing.
Mr. MORRISSEY stated that he regretted he could not snpport the proposal
of the honorable member for Collingwood
(Mr. Wrilkins). In the first place, section
12 of the principal Act gave power to do
what. had been done by the Board of
Public Health-that was, to condemn
these slaughterillg establishments that
were regarded by the board to have carried on their work in an insanitary way,
and whose premises were in an insanitary
condition.
Mr. vV ILKINS.-There would not be a
place in the country allowed to carryon
if the board condemned every plaee
because it was in the condition in which
these places were.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that all those
who owned these premises that were COlldemned were ad vised by the board of its
intention to refuse the renewal of their
licences.
Mr. RAMSAY.-No.
Mr. MORHISSEY said he was informed
by the Chairman of the Board of Public
Health that such was the case. When
they WAre ad vised of that, a copy of the
Act was sent to thom, and their attention
wa.s specially directed to section 36, which
gave them the power to appeal to a
County Court Judge against the decision
of the board. Not one of them took
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advantage of his power of appeal. The·
metropolitan meat area, and the supervision of the killing of moats, was called
into existence at the instance of the
pMple, who thought that a more wholesome aud more healthy meat supply
would be obtained than had been pol:isible·
before the passing of the Act, and it was at
the instance of the people themselves.
that this action was taken bv the board.
The board made an examiuation of the
slaughtering places wherein the meat had
been slaughtered up to th!tt t.ime, and, be·
believed, they found many of them in
a most filthy condition.
Mr. BRowN.-And 'they made a most
com prehensi ve examination.
Mr. -WU,KINs.-Some of those very
places are open to-day.
Mr. MORRISSE ¥ said he W1\S not
a,ware of that. However, when the chairman of the bGlard had been appealed to by
those who objected to their places beillg
closed, he pointed ont to thel'll that if'
they reconstructed their premii:ies to·
comply with the provisions of the Act,
they could continue slaughtering at theseplaces, hut not one of them came forward
with a project st:;-.ting thn.t he irlteuded
to reconstruct or I'e-erect his premises on
such-and-such lines, amI asking if they
were in accord with t,he desire of the
board. 'rhey apparently expected that·
the board was to lay down the ground· work
of a scheme of construction for them, and
then they could come forward and perhaps object to, or disagree with what
the board directed them to do.
The
board felt that it was a duty incumbent on
tho~e interested. to submit t~) it. theirplaus for the re-erection or reconstruction of their premises, and that, if necessary, the board could then in~ist 011 such
improvements being carried throllgh.
But these people thought that by a small
outlay in the way of improyement to
their premises they could go on killing
ill these places as they had done before.
If, however, that had been permitted,
there would have been an outery on the
part of the people in the metropolitan
area who were supplied with meut· from
these places. He felt that the board had
done its duty, and that it was the duty of'
honorable members to support the action
of the board. :Many of those wbo were
interested, and on whose behalf the
honorable member for Collingwood bad
spoken to-night, had come to him.

2602

Jlfeat Supervision Act

[ ASSEMBLY. ]

Amendment Bill.

Mr. InvINE.-"\Vere these cases 1ll all these men wore not in a large way of
which the councils first of all refused to business, and it n111st not be supposed
license ~
that overy Act of Parliament that was
Mr. MORRISSEY said no, it was the passed was thoroughly understood by
everyone outside.
Board \V hich refused to license.
Mr. BRowN.-They had iunnmem,ble
Mr. IRvINE.-The amendment refers to
sub-section (b) of section 12. It. appears interviews with the .Minister and the
that the council has to give the licence.
Premier.
They knew about the Act
Mr. MORRISSEY said that Lhe council better than any other secti@n of the comhad to give the licence through the board. ull.H1ity.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said that they
If those interested had taken the conrse
()pen to them~ and had appealed against did not know at·the time of which he was
the decision of the board, there \'Vas no speaking. If they did know he (Mr.
doubt they would have received the Fotheringham) had been greatly misled.
Mr. WILKINs.-They did not know.
justice that their cases entitled them to.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said that he
Re felt that the committee should refuse
to accept the honorable member's pro- knew that many of these men had spent
practically everything they had on their
posal.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM remarked that premises, and although he wonld not say
the llew clause proposed by the honorable that some of the premises that were closed
member for Collingwood (Mr. Wilkins), should not have been closed, yet he would
with which he was thoroughly in accord say that it was most unfair to close up
so far as its idea was concerned, would not, some of these premises, considering the
he thought. if carried out, n~eet the wishes fact that they had only been erected a
()f those whom he desired to serve. A very short time prior to the introduction
-difficulty would be occasioned by the of this Act. He knew one gentleman, a
proviso "that the stlid persons have Mr. Dawson, who erected a new slaugherbeen prepared to make any necessary house and a new dwelling· house, investing
repairR and alterations to their premises the whole of tbe capital he had in these
premises, not very long before the passing
required by the Board of Health."
Mr. PEAcooK.-That is what they failed of the Act, yet he recei yed the same notice
to do.
as the others that after the 26th April
Mr. FOTHEIUNG HAM said that these he would be refused a. licence to slaughter
-slallghter-houses, particularly those in on tll{lse premises. Wben the board took
the Bray brook district, had been carrying action, 3everal of the parties interestfld
on business for a very long time, most of waited on Dr. Gresswell and asked him
them for over 40 years. There had wha.t the board could suggest in the way
never been the slightest objection by the Qf alterations to the premises. It was not
Braybrook . Council to any of these to be expected that men were going to lay
promises prior to the passing of the Act, ont a further sum of monev and make im-and even when the Act was passed no provements, on the very remote chance of
ohjection was made hy the Braybrook the board allo\ying them to continue their
Council. 1'he counci! was quite willing, business. It was no secret tha.t the iuten·and so wns the loCal health officer, that tion of the Act was to· concentrate the whole
these places should continue; but ullder of the slaughtering businoss in the Melthe Act the board stepped in, and he bourne City Abattoirs. rrhese men consethought it had done so without fair quentlyrlid not make the improvements they
·warning.
might haye done, but they tOf)k the more
Mr. BRowN.-About six months.
reasonable course of asking the board
Mr. PEAcocK.-I know they waited what improvements they should make, and
on me on the very last day of the six he wonld venture to say that they would
months.
have been most happy to adopt any
Y.lr. FOTHERINGHAM said that the slIggestion that the bOllrd might have
men never roceiyed notice until within offered, and would have improved their
two months of the time they were re- premises in any way the board required.
quired to close up.
But the board did not take the action that
Mr. MOHRISSEY.-Every one was aware was expected. 'l'be reply of the board, at
-of the provision.
- any rate in one case which he knew of,
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said that was-" We would suggest that you erect
ne,,, premises upon a new site." Every
~lOnorable members must remember that
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cone wOl.11d agree that that was rather an
unrea~onable requirement to make of men
,of limited means at any time. The
'question was then ai:iked as to wha,t kind
·of premises would meet the approval of
"the board, and the chairman of the board
referred to the South Melbourne Abattoirs,
'Which were built at a cost of ~ome £8,000.
It was ridiculous to think that a private
individual could spend as much as that
wealthy municipality on new premise~ of
-this character. It had been said that
these men were given plenty of warning,
.and that they should have taken heed of
it, and have been prepared to improve
their premises. A deputation waited on
the Premier. and tbe Premier, he believed,
:asked what amount of compensation
would be required. If that question was
put, there was evident.ly some intention on
the part of the Government to grant compensation.
Mr. PEAcocK.-I only wanted to test
them, and I never heard such an absurd
1'equest in my life as they made. Tbey
were trying to get at the Government.
Mr. FOTHEIUNGHAM said be had
been informed tbat they had asked for only
.a reasonable amount. He thought that if
-they had asked for three years' rental of
the premises which were going to be
.abolished that was only fair interest on
the capital that had been invested, and he
believed that that was the request they
had m:A.de. It was then pointed out that
there was no provision under the Act to
~tllow compellsai'ion.
He contended that.
they had been placed in such a position
that if provision h~td been made for compensation they would ha\re got it, and he
-thought it only reasonable that they should
·get some compensation now. rrhese men
had been carrying on in a small way,
and had invested what litlle capital they
. had, and by a stroke of the pen the
Board of Public Health had wiped them
out.
Under such circumstances honorable members must admit that it was·only
'reasonable that they ·should 'claim 0001pellsation for their industries which were
being abolished. A more suitable locality
than where these places were for the busi·
ness of slaughtering could not have been
·selected. The premises were situated on
the plains, quite away from population,
there being practically no population
·except the people employed in the
·slaughter-honses. In the case of the
Melbourne City Abattoirs, the conditions
were anything but healthy.
Indeed, it
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would be difficult to choose a place about
Melbourne which could be worse for this
purpose, hom the sanitary point of view,
than the place which ha.d been selected for
the Melbourne Abattoirs. He believed
that very good conditions were maintained
at these works, but with all the precautions that were taken it was absolutely
impossible to keep the places as clean as the
places which had been closed up by the
Board of Public Health. He could assure
honoi-able members that some of the men at
Braybrook were perfectly willing to carry
out any sl~ggestions which the board might
have made, but t hey would not take the
risk of spending a further sum of money
without some assurance that theil" licences
would be continued.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Did they ever approach
the board?
.
Mr. BRowN.--They were told what was
to be done.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM said that they
were never told.
They asked the board
to suggest what alterations should be
made, .and th~ board repeatedly refused
to make any suggestion. There was not
the slightest hesitation in the matter so
far as the board was concerned, the board
having in view the closing of these premises, and the bringing of their business
to the Melbourne City Abatt.oirs, and that
he regarded as grossly unfair. He WfiS
not one of those who "'ould ask the
Government for compensCl,tion if he did
not think compensation was deserved.
There had been claims for compensation
before the House which he .would not
sanction. He, for instance, would not
sanction the payment of compellsation in
connexion with the wine cast', as he did
not regard the claim there as just, but he
thought it just that the men in these
cases should receive favorable (,onsideration from the Govel'llment. He did llot
know what would be thc amount of the
compensation, but he believec1 it would
not be a vcry large sum, and thiH should
be paid in jnstice tc? men who IHtd becn
vel'y harshly treated by the board
Mr. MURRAY said that the Board of
Public Health had acted in an nrbitrarv
manncr, aud in a manner in which it wa"s
not the intention of Parliament t hey should
have acted. He agreed with the hOllorable
member for Footscray that it would not
be possible to have selected a place ill the
metropolitan area so unsuited for abattoirs
as that which had been selected
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j[l'. PEAcocK.-That has nothing to do
with the partieular question.
Mr. MUH.RA Y said that one could see
bullocks in the middle Qf winter standing
in a sea of mud, starving and shivering,
in tho vicinity of the abattoirs. Would
the same course of action have been taken
in connexion with the inspection of dairies ~
Would allY country member thiuk it a fair
thing, that because the dairies were in an
insanitary condition, the yards not in
apple-pio order, and anything about them
not up to the high standard that the board
desired to obtain, the owners of the premises should be ordered to suspend all
dairying operations, and that they should
be told they could no longer carryon their
business at thQs~ promises ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-Unless they improved
them.
Mr. MURHAY said there was nothing
to show that tIle board h~d given these
men n(Dtice tiJat. they should improve their
premisEs. It did not indicate to them
what it was desirable should be done in
order that the premises might be put into
a sufficiently sanitary condition 1:0 meet
with the approval of the board. It was
contrary to the usual operation of new
legislation that m(;)n should have their
living taken away from them, and should
have no claim t()) compensation. If the
board had dealt in a reasonable manner
with these men, and had notified to them
that their premises were in an ul:lsatisfnctory condition, at the same time
indicating what f:lhould be done to improve
them, and if they theu refused to make
these improvements, there would now be
no case for compensation. As the facts
were, it seomed to him that the Board of
Public Health had no jllstificati011 for the
manner in which it treltted these men.
No fairer claim for compensation had ever
been pref:lented to Parliament. It would
appear from what the honorable member
for Footscray said, and he evidently spoke
with a. knowledge of the subject, that
many of the premises that had been
closed up were in a fairl'y satisfactory COlldition. Accordillg to the honorable memo
bel' fot' C()llingwood (Mr. Wilkinfil), who
might be regarded as an expert in the
matter, some of the closed-up pl'emises
were
in a better condition than
many of those that had obtained the
approval of the board. There seemed to
have beeli gross favoritism on the part
of the board, some persons being
too leniently dealt with, while others
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were dealt with ill the harshest possible
manuer. Such being the case, he thought
that the Minister ought to favorably consider the claim that had been made by
the honorable mern bel' for Collingwood
(Mr. 'VilkillS), although he (Mr. Murray)
could not see how the clause was going to
carry out the honorable mem ber's intention. If carried as it stood it would
simply affirm the opinion of the House
that it was desirable that these men
should get compensatioll. No means
were provided of arriving at the amount
of compensation. In the latter portion of
the clause it stated that it should Qnly
apply to those persons who had been prepared to make any necessary repairs.
Mr. BaowN.-What a fine opening that
gives thel1'l !
Mr. MURRAY said that the clause was
badly drafted. What the Mini:ster could
do was to promise to give full consideration to the matter, to get the full facts
from the board, to see if any warning had
been given to these men that if they did
not do certain things their premises would
be closed, and generally to ascertain what
were the real facts of the case.
The
Minister could then come to Parliament
and acquaint it with the information he
had recei veal.. P1·i'lnU facie, a strong case
had been made out on behalf of the
men for whom the honorable mcm bel' for
Collingwood (Mr. Wilkins) had proposed
this clause.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
did not wish to take exception to the
position taken up in this matter by the
Board of Public Health. The intention of
Parliament in passing this legislation was.
to have meat killed under healthy COl!
ditions, and that was absolutely reasonabl~.
It was to be regretted that 'the president
of the board had been drawn into the
matter at all. That' gentleman merely
acted under the conditions of all Act of
Parliament. One thing, however, was
certain, and that was that when the original Bill was before the Upper House, repre~entations were made by anum bel' of
slallghtermeu who saw that they would be
affected by it, and they were positively
assured that existing interests would be
fully conserved. Now, how could existing
interests be conserved when a whole row
of slau~bter-houses, commencing ,on the
banks of the Saltwater River, had been
c()ndemned, and· the whole of the material
in them rendered of no value to the owners
or to the community? These busillcsses.
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had been paying ulltil the Act was
passed, but the owners were then called
upon to make alterations which they
could not afford. Some of these businesses had been in existence for over
40 years. Honorable members had DOW
to consider the position in which these
men were placed, by the fact that they
wanted compensation for the premises that
had. been condemned, and could not get it.
So far as killing was concerned, he was
satisfied that it would only be a question
()f a very few years before the city
abattoirs would have to be removed from
their present position. They were now in
the worst possible neighbourhood, and the
drainage was about as bad as it could be.
'fhey were situated in a valley, and the
stench that arose from the noxious trades
that were carried on in the neighbourhood
was simply horrible, making the place
positively unfit for the purpose of killing
meat for human consumptioll.
It
was well known amlOng the Melbourne butchers that meat that was
brought in from the plains would keep
some hours longer than meat that was
killed in the city abattoirs. In view of
the fact that owners of the ab,tttoirs that
had been closed by the action of the
Board of Public Health had chosen excellent sites, and had built very substantial stock-yaros and buildings, at an
expense, in many cases, of hundreds of
pounds more thal1 they would cost to-day,
why should not the Minister consider the
question of compensation 1 These mea had
claimed three years' rent as c4>mpensation,
but it was not a question of how much
they should get.
The q nestion that
should be considered was whether thev
were entitled to a reasonable amount ;f
compensation. Three years'rent might be
cOllsiderably too much. He was under
the impression that if two years l rent
were paid it would be a very fair compensation. If the Minister would adopt the
course suggest.ed by the honorable member for Warrnambool, and would promise
to fully consider the matter after obtaining all the necessary information, he (Mr.
Prendergast) thought that the cOtl1mittee
might be satisfierl with it. Owing to the
promise that was given to them by members of the Upper House, the owners of
these private abattoirs delayed taking
action to apply for compensation. They
had no idea that the operation of the Act
would be so drastic. A number of these
men had no other business at all, and, as
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their former businesses had been wiped
clean out of existence, was it not reasonable to say that their claim to compensation should receive consideration ~ The
city abattoirs would have a great increase
of business owing to the fact that so
many private abattoirs had been closed,
and it would be reasonable to place a tax
on that increased revenue so as to pay a
portion, at any rate, of the compensation
that ought to be given to the owners of
the abattoirs that had been closed. He
urged these facts upon the Premier because that honorable gentleman had
listened very attentively to the case put be·
fore him by the owners, and he did noi giye
aharshanswer to their request. ThePromier
had stated that these meu claimed an unreasonable amount of compensation. He
(Mr. Prendergast) held that that was not
a reasQnable answer to give. If the conlpensation claimed was unreasonable that
was a reason why the amount should be
revised, but it wus not a reason for granting
no compensation at all. He would ask the
Premier to give the matt.er fair consideration, in view of the fact that a number of
these men had been absolutely ruined by
1.he closing of their slaughter-houses.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that he had not
looked up his notes of the deputation that
waited upon him., but he knew that the clm;ing of these private abattoirs was rendered
necessary by the complaints that had beell
made about their condition. Honorable
members had had 101lg enough experience
to know that one of the argurnents used
in these eases was that the business had
been established for a number of years,
and that annual licences had beelJ granted
by municipal councils. One of the rf)asons
why l~ealth legi~lati(Yn was rendered necessary was that these councils thelllselYes, fol'
motives tha,t he would llOt explain, did not
perform, ill the jlldgrnent of Parliament,
their public duty, and therefore there wa~
necessity for ha\'ing stricter supervision.
Under section 1~ of the principal Act
fu 11 notice wus given, for it stated, "at
the expinttion of six months ufter the
constitution of the meat area no persoll
shall slaughter an animal," &c. So that
when it was being discussed in I)arliament ample notice was given. He was
astollished when the deputation wuited 011
him. Not only wns notice given that these
things would be done by t.he Act passed
on the 20tb of February, 1900, but certain
notices were issned by the Board of
HeaHh, and those interested knew what
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was certain to OCCIl1'. Then, on the very
last day almost OIl the expiry of the six
months' notice the deputation waited on
him. pointiug out the great injustice that
hftd been done, R.nd asking that compensation should be paid to them. No
demand was made for compensation when
the measnre was passing through the two
Chambers. It was known what was the
view of Parliament with regard to these
particular abattoirs.
He told the
deputation that he would look into the
mattcr, and see if everything that 'could
be done had been done. It would be just
as easy to step in now and say that
compensation shonld be rendered in every
case where it was thonght al~ injustice
had been done by any legislation. The
same might be done with regard to f(;!,ctory
legislation and licensing legislation. If
demands were to be made for oQmpensation
we would never know where W~ would
land ourselves.
Mr. ]\f(JRRAY.-There are objections to
the Aut tG some extent; it does not provide for proper notices.
Mr. PEACOCK said that was a formal
matter. The point had been urged that
he had asked the deputation what compensation would be required.
He sImply
made the usnal inquiry. The demand
was unreasonable iu his judgment, and he
must ask the committee to oppose it.
Mr. BAILES observed that he knew
very little of this matter, except what he
had heard.
If there was one member
that made long speeches it was the honorable member for Melbourne North, and
alwrtys at a most inopportune time. He
seemed to like to stop out all night, and
he did not eare about others who did not
want to stop out all night. He (Mr.
Bailes) knew. very little of this question
except what he had heard from the advocates of the clause proposed by the
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr.
Wilkins). They had certainly made out
a very strong case.
They had shown
how these men had been earrying on
business for 40 years, and at a few
days' notice had had their living taken
away from them. It was the du.ty of
honorable members to see that justice
was done to mer.. to whom an injustice
had been done by any department.
When he contrasted the views and the
actions of the honorable members who
were supporting this motion with what
was dono by them when a similar question
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was submitted to the House, in consequence of an injustice done by the same·
board, it seemed to him that there was a
considerable amount of inCOllsis t.ency
about them.
Mr. Pn.ENDERGAS'l'.- Vve do not propose·
to compensate them for selling rotten.
meat.
Mr. BAILES said it wa~ for killing meat
in rotten houses, whith was much the·
same. In the other case to which he had
referred, the gentleman concerned had
been in business for 40 years, and carried
on under the law. But suddenly the
Board of Health came down upon him
and destroyed £4,000 or £5,000 worth of
bis propert.y, not one word being said as
to compensation. Yet brilliant speeches.
were made by those honorable members
who were in favour of this motion, declaring how unfair it was in the interests of'
the health of the pnblie that any compensation should be paid to that man. Being
consistent, he would vote for this clause,
in marked contrast to those honorable
members who favoured compensation being
granted in this case, but did not consider
it just in the other case.
The committee divided on the clauseAyes
21
Noes
16
Majority for the clause

5

AYES.

Mr. Andrews,
" Bennett,
" J.. W. Billson,
" Bromley,

" Fotheringham,
"
"
"
"

Gail',
Holden,
Levien,
:Murray,

"

O'Connor,

"

Outtrim,

Lt.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Sangster,
" Smith,
" Tucker,
" Vale,
" Wilkins,
" E. D. Williams,
" H. R. Williams.
Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Prendergast.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
Dr.

Brown,
Burton,
Craven,
Cullen,
Duggan,
Gurr,
J. Harris,
Irvine,
McInerney,

Mt,. McLeod,
"

Morrissey,

" Onl:ln,
"

"

Peacock,

Trenwith.

Tellers.
Mr. Grose,
" McGregor.

'fhe Bill was then reported to the HOUSe}
with amendments.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that the Government would take another opportunity
of testing the question just decided.
There was only a small number of members present in the Honse, and honorable
members would see that if this question
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were allowed to stand as it was a gross
STATUAR.Y AT THE EXHIBITION.
Mr. BROMLEY said he desired to say a
injustice would be done to the State. He
had to congratulate the honorable mem- few words on a matter of considerable
ber ,,,ho moved the clause on the influence public importance. He had on different
ex.ercised by an ex-member of the House, occasions bnmght the matter under the
who had been very much within its pre- notice of the l?remier and the AttorneyGeneral. He was referring t€> a gentlecincts lately.
Mr. MURRAY said he must resent the man-an artist of great ability, who was
imputation of the Premier. He was not i in Melbourne at present, and who,
account
of
the
action
of
influenced by any ex-member of the on
the
Government,
was
almost
on
House.
He supposed the Premier's
warmth on the subject was due to the t.he verge of being absolutely ruined.
fact that it might cost the Treasury a He ·referred to the sculptor who produced
small sum to do what was a mere act of the statues in frout of the ExhibitionThose
justice in the opinion of a majority of the building in Nicholson-street.
members present. He thought the Premier statues had been offered to the State at a
should accept the decision of the House. ridiculously low price, and yet the GoThe Government seemed to be deter- vernment bad· not the firmness to accept
mined to seize every opportunity to them or rather to puy the money. The
reverne the decision of the House. statues had stood there for upwards of fourThe honorable member ought to ulake an teen years, and, whether there was anything
addition to the clause that the City in the point as to who gave the orIginal
Council, which derived a large revenue order or not, the statues were au ornafrom the abattoirs, should provide the ment to the Exhibition-building and the
gardens, and it would be a public scandal
compensation.
if the G0vernment allowed them to be re. Mr.. PRENDERGAST said he hoped
moved. He understood that thev had
that the Premier, in referring to an exbeen foreclosed on by a gentlerna"n who
member of the· Honse, did not mean to
had lent a eerrain sum of money to the
imply that some members who voted for
sculptor.
the clause were influenced by that gentleAn HONOUABLE MEMBER. - They are
man. He had acted in this matter in
going to be taken to BendIgo.
the interests of a number of men whom he
Mr. BROMLEY said it would be a dis·
agreed to support long before he had
grace to the city of Melbourne to have'
information of a certaiu gentleman's con·
them removed, even to be taken to Bendigo..
11exion with the matter.
Ballarat was proud of its statuary.
Mr. PEACOCK l~ema,rked that perhaps
Mr. BUR'J~oN.-Priyate citizens paid for
he had spoken a little too warmly, and if the statuary there.
so he wished to withdraw the remark as to
Mr. BROMLEY said that that did not
the ex-member of the House having in- matter. Did the honorable gentleman
fluenced the matter. He felt that it was mean to say that the Government had no
getting to some extent unbearable that !Soul for art, no desire to beautify the
members in connexion with their parlia- metropolis of the State, and that the
mentary duties could not pass along the people were to be left benighted in that
corridors without being interviewed by respect in everlasting darkness ~ Let the
certain persons. He had known that for Minister of Mines go to the cities of the
days and weeks a certain gentleman had old country and in Europe, and see what
been within the precincts of the House, municipalities and Governments had spent
and no doubt be had interviewed members on works of art to adorn the s~reets a,na
in connexion wIth certain phases of the public buildings. He was amazed at the
question. He felt that members were h)o honorable gentleman's interjection, and it
much harassed by individuals who waited would b~ a shame if the Government
about the chamber to interview them proved so destitute of appreciation of art
it? connexion with legislation. He wished as to care nothing for the beautification of
some means could be devised by the the city of Melbourne.
Speaker to render members free of undue
Mr. BURToN.-The statuary you allude
interference with them in their legislative to will be just as beautiful in Bendigo as it
duties.
is in Melbourne.
Mr. BROMLEY said that that might be
The amendments were ordered to be
taken into consideration next day.
so, but the statuary in question had been in
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Melbourne for many years; and ,vas :Melbonrne to be denuded of everything that
made the city beautiful ~ Melbourne was
almost absolutely destitute of public works
of art.
Mr. BURToN.-That is owing to the lack
of public spirit in its citizens.
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not know
whether' it was due to that or to the
parsimony of the Govenunen t in c:l.rrying
out public works which onght to have been
made to permanently beautify the city of
Melbourne, but which had been made
-everlastillgly hideous. He would like the
Premier to state what action the Government were about to take in reference
to the statuary he had mentioned. The
A,qe had drawn attention to the subject in
a long paragraph, and he wanted to know
what was to be done in the matter in the
interests of the citizens of Melbourne.
Mr. IHVINE remarked that before
the Premier replied he desired to
say that this matter, with regard
to four statues erected outside the
Exhibition-building, had been brought
nnder his u(')tice, the correspondence haying been handed to him for perusal, and
the facts of the case placed before him by
Mr. Summers, the sculptor, from his own
point of view, and, although unwilling to
~lCcept any ex parte statement, the letters
that had been written on the subject, and
the fllcts submitted seemed to him to
show tha,t the sculptor had a pretty strong
moral claim in respect of his works of art,
of which the pn blie had had the use and
benefit for a very long time. Of course
there might be a complete answer to the
ulaim, but he did not think the statement
that Mr, Snl1lmers had signed some
legal document or other was an answer,
if it was true, as thesculptor stated, that the
statues in question we"re many years ago
placeci 011 offer to the Exhibition Com"
missioners, who took the statues out.
of the boxes and erected them where they
still remained. Those statues had meanwhile been exposed to the elements, and
the public had had the use and advantage
of them all these years, so that it would be
grossly unfair to expect the sculptor to
take them back now. He would ask the
Premier to c~msider all the facts of the
case, and not no,,, give a definite refusal
of the request that had been made.
Dr. MALONEY stated that the Premier had been most sympathetic in this
matter, but, unfortunately, the honorable
gentleman could not persuade certain

the Exhibition.

members of the Cabinet to agree with
him, some Ministers taking the view
that the statues were worth only
£400.
It would be a kiudness to
spend £400 on educating those members
of the Government on matters of art, of
which they were apparently so ignorant.
He would ask the Premier to place the
correspondence 011 this question before
the House, because he felt confident that
every honorable member who read it, and
took all the facts into considerMion, would
agree that an engagement, although not a
legally drawn-up agreement, was entered
into. As a matter of fact, no artist in
England, Germany, France, or Italy ever
entered into a legally drawn-up contract
to execute a work of art He asked Mr.
Richardson, one of our best sculptors, if
he ever had an agreement in black and
white, and he replied that he would not
insult a gentleman who offered him a
commission to execute a work of a.rt by
asking for a legally drawn-up agreement.
There was something the Premier particularly wanted to do in the present case,
bu t perhaps it would be better for him
not to mention it just now:
Mr. PEACOCK said there waf) a phase
of the matter in question that he was
looking into, and \vith regard to which he
was going to take action. Not having
been informed that t.he subject was to be
brought up 011 the motion for the adjournment of the H<:mse, he was not prepared
to speak more definitely at present. He
had been through the pa.pers very carefully, and so had his colleagues. The case
had proved a rather difficult one. A new
phase of the case had been presented to
him that evening, and he wonld look into
it, and consult his colleagues on the matter again.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
to midnight.
--~--

~--

----

LEGISL.A.TIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, November 13, 1901.
The PRESTDEN'l' took the chair at ten
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
FARES ON 'l'HE COBURG RAILWAY.
. The Hon. D. MELVILLE movedThat there be laid before this House a return,
showing the results of the experiment of the
reduction of fares on the passenger traffic on the
Cobnrg line, as follows :1. The nnmher of monthly tickets issued 011
the Coburg line for the three years prior to

[13 Nov., 1901.]
December; ] 833; and the gross amount of
passenger fa,res for the same period at Coburg,
Moreland, Brunswick, and South Bl'Ullswick
st~~tions.
2. The number of monthly tickets
and the gross amount of passenger fares on each
.<tf the above stations for the three years ending
·October, 1901.

He said that h6 did not suppose it was the
1ntention of the Government to oppll>se
this motion. One of the reasons he had
in proposing this motion was that recently
there appeared in the newspapers a must
,disquieting return which affected the
whole of the n.orthern suburbs. He might
,explain to the House that during
~.893 and 1894 a most difficult position existed at Coburg, Moreland,
. Preston, and the whole of the northern
·districts. They were in the midst of the
,depression. Rents had fallen to Is. and
2s. pel' week, and large numbers of houses
were empty. The larrikins were breaking them down, aad many of these hOLlses
were sold and ca.rried away. He inter"'Viewed the railway authorities, and intimated to them that he considered they
'Were mostly to blame for tbis condition of
:affairs, in consequence of their charging
'such high fares on the rail way lines.
After considerable negotiations with the
raihvay authorities, the latter experimentally proposed a reasonable scale of
fares, and applied it to all these suburbs.
The tramways, not to be behind the rail,-mys, thollght that they would take part
·also in that mOYemeL1t, and instead of
}naking the un.reasonable charge of :3d.,
they reduced their charge to 2d., so that
both the railways and tmmways entered
UPOll this experiment of low fa.res.
1'he
Tosult was miracul(Dus. Almost immediately the houses ceased to be removed,
and at ono of the stations, the very next
month, treble the usual number of
monthly tickets were issued. At Coburg,
it was represented, they were issuing
fifteen monthly tickets at that time. '1'0'.day he understood there were something like 600 monthly tickets issued
.at that station. The result was that
the railways had doubled and trebled
their income, alld all those places
along the line were now thriving.
And now when the wise-acrp.s at the Railway department found that everything-was
·sat.isfactory, and that they a h~\d much larger
business, they intimated to the workers
that henceforth they were going to double
the price of the monthly tickets. The
-people who used this line were largely
workers, who now fOllnd out that tbere
Se8sion 1901.-[174J
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was to be this seriom; increase, which
Ineant a large amount extra every month
in a. fa,lnily, especially when there were
two or three (laughters g(~ing to work.
Hon()rable member::! HUlst not think that
a shilling or two a month was of no consequence to these families, and the notice
issued by the Railway authorities was
simply a.n intimation to the workers that
they had to move, and come back and
crowd into Melbourne, because they could
not pay these fares.
The Hon. F. S. GRDlWAIJE.-Are they
high ~
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said they
were neither high llor low as they existed
no IV, but his objection was that there was
to be an increase. The trams had seized
the occasion, and he thought that their
reduction of tho fares was one of the
wisest steps that the Tramway Company
ever took, for tbeir income to-day was probably six times what it was ,,-hen they
were charging 3d.
The Hon. W. MCCULLOCH.-But there
is not so much profit.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he did
not want to go mto that question, but he
asserted that he was nnder the mark when
he made the statement which he had just
uttered. rrhe 1\amway C('1mpall,Y had recently built larger carriages, and one had
night and mornililgtohang on tothem to get
into the city; whereas these officers in the
Railway department, whose salarics and
incomes did not depend on a private business like that of the tramways, were in(Efferent as to how this alteration affected
these poor families, and as to \V hether the
railways got the traffic or Hot. 1'here
was a talk among the people (}f Coburg
now about getting bicycles and travelling
to the trams and so hringing the railways
back to the old state of things. This kiud
of railw-ay management was no management at all. There was no fear of Mr.
Grimwade or Mr. McCulloch managing
their affairs in that way. 1'he railways
had managed t(J) gather a fair share of
this traffic, but now if they ,vere mere
lads with DO experience who were
managing the Hail way department, they
would scarcely ha.Ye iSl:illCd ,l, manifesto of
that sort. It was not the well-to·do elasses
that had to pay tho double fares on the
monthly tickets, but it was the poor girls
and otherworkel's who \vent in in the morning and came out at night.
The Hon. J. M. DAYlEs.-There are
mor~ workers on the other lines,
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The HOll, D. MELVILLE said he was I course, people would be paying for them
not gQing to discuss whether Mr Davies in some other way. The Hon. F -S. GRIMWADE.-A free
was right or not. He was not saying that
the fares were high, but he was complain- breakfast might be given ill.
ing of raising them. If they were too
'fhe Hon. D. MELVILLE said they
high on other lines the honorable member might depend on it that the cheaper they
He sent the worker to his work the better it
could protest against the thing.
could speuk with a little authority on this was for the country, and it was with that
matter, and he asserted that to-day, an view that he was now bringing before the
the world over, they were reducing the Houso this motion to get this return tofares to the worker everywhere, and in show what had been the result of these
a.ll the great cities they were finding that experiments. He wanted to find out
it was better to have tho worker outside whether they had made money by cheapenin the open fields, living miles away frG:lm ing or whether they were likely to do so.
where he was working, because under The tralllB cheapened the fares, for they
those conditions thoy had a hea1thier and found from a business point of view that
better people. The great leader of the it was better to carry people now for 2d.,.
House of Commons, Mr. Balfour, in and to-day they would carry people 3~
opening an electric rail way, told the direc- or 4 miles for 3d. return.
tors the othel' day, as honorable members
"The HOll. V·l. MCCULLOCH.-vVhat is the
would find it reported in The Times of rai I way charge for the same distance 1
17th August: "I haye not come here to
'rhe Hon. D. MELV}LLE said it was
support you in getting these dividends the same in the second class, but if the
that you expect. The great public policy Minister for Public W Glrks took a secondinvolved in this extraordinary invention class return why should he be branded as
of being able to carry people from the going second class in the Government
congested towns into the country has rail ways ~ A girl would pay the first-class
affected GoYernments, and to-day the fare if she could manage it, and that was·
grand out-look is that the people are the proper spirit.
being carried from tho miserable conThe Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING.-There is
gested centres into the country through no brand on second-class people.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said the
these cheap fares."
The Hon. A. 'Vn,NE.-·Why should honorable member knew that women did
not you carry them for nothing?
try to ride first class, and he was rather
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said the Solici- proud that they tried to travel as high as·
tor-GeLleral was a young man still, and he they could. It was a wrong thing to conmight yet live to see that. In reference demn them as second class when they rode
to that point, the extraordinary part of it on the Government railways. Everybody
'vas, as he might as well confess now, that rode alike on the trams, and there was uo
a proposal was actually made about this distinction between the classes. He hoped
particular Coburg line by certain people the Solicitor-General would assist him in,
to the Government of the day that they carrying the motion, for he knew that thai
would give the Government 50 per cent. honorable gentlemen was with him in
more ill cash than they expected to re- trying to modify the fares as much as·
ceive from the linc in 1894 and carry ihe possible. rrhe Solicitor-General would agree .
people freo. Tha.t very proPQsal was made that no sudden ukase of this s9rt should
through himself to the department and be issued from the Railway department,.
troubled the Patterson Government at the challenging as it were the whole of the'
time as to what they should do under northern suburbs. They might as well
put up a notice in the railway carriages
the existing conditions.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Wel'e they telling the people to quit these suburbs.
as tell them that the fares were to be
land boomers ~
He thought the honorable
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said it was doubled.
not a matter of land boomers, for they member would help him, unless he had
did not appear in it all. Sir Bryan O'Logh- a conspiracy with the trams to have the·
Of course, the·
len and Sir James Patterson tried at the rail way fares raised.
time to find out who were behind this trams would be favorable, because the·
business of free fares.
He thought the whole business would be bound to go to·
honorable member wight live to see free them. In no part of Great Brita.in would:
fares in all these suburbs, though, of the fares be higher.
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The Hon. F. S. GRDfWADE.-Oh, no;
they are lJ.O chen,per in Great Britaiu.
r:rhl-} Hon. D. MELVILLE said he had
reaa. au article in the Age, which sta~ed
that in Aberdeen there were halfpenny
fares all the electric trams. Did not Mr.
Grimwade know that?
rrhc Han. F. S. GRU1WADE.-Yes, for
half-a.-mile, but they do not carry you 3~
or 4 miles for that.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that in
the ltineteenth Centu1'y there was an
article in which the writer stated that in
a town in the back woods of Canada where
there were ouly 10,000 inhabitants, who
were snowbound for a great part of the
year, they had electric trams and
electric ligbt, and 101Y fares, and, not only
that, but they made all the material and
all the mechanical appliances there.
The Hon. 'V. H. E"~1BIJING.-There is
no 'rrades Hall there.
The Han. D. MELVILLE said he did
not know anything about that. III contrast to the state of things in that little
ont-of-the-way place, we here were as oldfashioned as the Chinese, and we WQuld
cOlltilJue to be while we kept officials in
the Railway department who could issue
such an order as the 011e to which he had
been referring, to destroy at one blow a
traffic that had taken seven years to cultivate. Mr. Davies had given notice of
similar peculiarities in the new scale of
fares, and honorable members should look
at the business of the Gernbrook Railway,
which was paraded before the department
every day. When he went up on that
line in the m~rning he asked the inhabitants when he could get back, and they
saicl t.hey could not get back at all the
same day. They said that when they
went into town they went in in the evening, and had to go to a coffee palace and
order their tea, bed, and breakfast. 'rhat,
too, was the fate of Mr. Morey and himself
when they travelled on the Gembrook
line.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-Did yOU not
recommend the break of gauge y~urself ?
,]~he Hon. D. MELVILLE said it was
not the break of gauge that made these
foolish regulations.
rrhe Han. A. "VYNNE.-It makes it so
expensive that it will not pay.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said it was
not that that made foolish regulations by
which a man came in at night and eould
not get back until he got his breakfast
next morning in a coffee palace. 'Vhy
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should they have built that rail way
simply tQ manage it like that ~
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-Why did you
recommend i t ~
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he did
not want to enter into a railway discussion
now, but as the Solicitor-General liked it
they would go in for it later on. It was
quite fair that these extr:lOrdinary things
should be stated publicly, and that at
this juncture when orders were is::;ued
materially affecting the working classes,
he ::;h(,mld bring it before the House. If
the honorable gentleman wished to have
a di::;cllssion, they would bring up a few
of these extraordinary things befltlre the
House a little later on if the session did
not close.
'1.'he Hon. W. H. EMBLING seconded
the motion.
The Hon. "V. McCULLOCH said there
could be no objection to giving this return,
but the honorable member could get the
information when the annual railway returns were published every year.
The Hon. D. MELVIIJLE.-I do not want
to wait all that time.
The Han. ';Y. McCULLOCH said the
last report was published only a short
time ago. This line had been worked, as
the honorable member knew, at a hea,v},
loss ever since it was opened, and the
rates on it had been lower than in any
other place in Australia, or in any part of
the world.
The Han. D. MELVILLE.-No.
The Hon. "V. McCULLOCH said the
result of an agitation which had been
carried on, particularly by the Age newspaper, was that the fares were IlOW to be
uniform on all the lines. He believed
that was the reason that the Railways
Commissioner had put up these rates to
make them uniform with those on other
lines, and he lUlderstood that was the
reason why these low rates had been increased. The honorable member, however, had made a nasty mean suggestion
that he (Mr. McCulloch) had brought influence to bear on the Commissioner of
Railways. As a matter of fact, t.he
Government had nothing to do with it,
beca.use it was for the commissioner to fix
the rates and the Government to approve
of them. He hoped he would never hear
such an insinuation again.
'1.'he Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I was not
making any insinuation.
The Ron. W. McCULLOCH said that
he honorable member was doing so, and, in
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fact, was too ready to do that sort of thing.
He hoped the honorable meml;>er would
not do it again. He (Mr. McCulloch) had
no axe to grind, but the honorable member and other hnd - owners up there
had very large axes to grind.
The
land-owners in that district wanted
the Government to carry people out
there a.t ruinously low fares, and the
honorable lllem bel' himself sucoeeded in
gettillg the Government to reduce the
rates. The Governmell t did so, thinking
they would get the traffic from the trams,
but the 1'rarnway Company reduced their
rates, tl)O, and the, people went to them.
l)eople coming into town preferred to
travel by the trams, which dropped them
dowll right in frollt of their offices, or
stores, or other places of business. As a
matter of fact, many of these lines should
lle\'er have been made, and if the honorable member had had his way, there
wonld have been a line running alongside
this one:, up the valley of the Mool1ee
Ponds Creek, as l'ecommended by the
Railways Standing Committee, and right
up alongside .of land belonging to an
honorable member whom he 'Would not
name.
The ROll. D. MELYII,LE.-It all belongs
to the Crow11 now.
'rhe Hon. VV. McCULLOCH said that
the traffic 011 that proposed line would have
all been taken from the line which was at
present lmder disc,ussion, because it ran
within hal£·tt·mile or at the outside
a mile of it. A more objectionable line
could not be mad(!, and it was fortunately
rejected by the Council. It was a pity
that more lines had not been rejected
by the Council, for they mllst be HH)re
careful ill making the~e lines. As a
matter of fact, no reduction could make
lines of that kind pay.
The motion was agreed to.
MUNICIPAL OVERDRAFTS
(INDEMNITY) BILL.
The House went into committee for
the fnrther cOll~ideratioll of this Bil1.
On clause 2, providing for an indemnity to councillors of a municipality
incurring or neglecting to payoff an
overdraft in contravention of the Local
Government Act 1890,
The Hon. "\V. McCULLOCH said that
the cOIJ.sideration of this Bill wa~ adjourned on October 9 last in order
that he might get some information from
the various shires which had a larger
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overdraft this year than last. He had
obtained returNS from them all. 'rhe
return which he held in his hand showed,
for instance, that Fitzroy had illcurred
a. largely increased overdraft, the reasons
for which were given as follows :-The estimates in certain items were exceeded; law
costs r'e Tramway Rating Appeal, and
expenditure re Bubonic Plague. The
overdraft had, however, since meen reduced
by £1,000.
'rho Hon. F. S. GRnnVADE stated
that when they were in committee on this
Bill before the Minister of Public vVorks
relld out some figures from a sheet, and
honorable members could not gain any
defirlite information from them. It was,
therefore, decided that a return should be
caned for and printed and distributed.
'rhis had not been done, and the informat.ion IVhich the Minister of Public Works
was now giving was quite ephemeral. They
had heard something read out about
Fitzroy, but he did not think this \Val:> a
satisfactory way. The Council had passed
this Bin year after year, and while they
went on doing so as :it regular thing these
overdrafts were growing every year. He
thought that was a very bad state of
things, and the time would come when
the Conncil, if they were to do their duty,
would have to refuse to pass the Bill. He
had dist.inctly understood that they were
to be fnrnished with H. printed return of
these different overdrafts, showing how
they had increased, :wd by what amount,
clnring the last few years.
The CHAIRMAN.-W'hen the Bill was
last before the committee the honorable
member in charge of it gave some details of the councils which had overdrafts,
and he mentioned some cases ill which
the overdrafts had been increased. He
was then a~ked to obtain from the conncils the reasons why these increases had
occurred. NothiNg was said abo,ut printing the returns.
The Ron. W. McCULLOCH said it
would entaii considerable expense to have
the return printed, and would serve no
earthly pnrpose. If the committee desired it to be printed it could be done.
The Hon. J. M. pB.A~rT expressed the
opinion that there was 110 necessity to
postp,one the consideration of the Bill any
further.
The Hon. 'V. B. GRAY said that he
agreed with the view taken by Mr. Grimwade.
A reasonable time should be
given to the municipal councils to reduce
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the amounts of their overdrafts, but he
declined to be a pa.rty to allowing this
Bill to go through year after year.
A
great many young men were now being
eleGted to the conncils, and for the sake
of popularity they sometimes deliberately
spent money on public works when there
was no money to pay for them, and they
would not increase the rates to make up
the deficiency.
He was prepared to givp
,he councils every facility for paying off
the overdrafts, but they ought not to be
allowed to increase them.
The Hon. VY. H. EMBLING remarked
that the feeling of the Council when this
Bill came before it for its second reading
was in accordance with the view taken
by Mr. Gray. He (Dr. Emblillg) understood that honorable members were to
have the flgures before them so that they
could see for theruscl ves how the increases
had occurred. If the Minister of Pllblic
Works simply read out the return it would
not cOllvey the same inf')rmation.
The
object they all had in view was to stop
municipal councils once for all from increasing their overdrafts without adequate
reason.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK saud he would
suggest that the Minister of Public
Works should be allo,ved to read the
return he had before him, and then it
could be seen whether it was necessary to
have it printed
The Hon. VV. McCULLOCH said he
was informed that it would cost about
£20 to have the retnrn printed. The
next. municipality was Ballarat East, where
the overdraft had increased during the
last year from £155 to £1,513, caused by
expenditure in connexioll with the Duke
of York's visit, and by work dom") in the
wards, including sanitary improvements.
'1'he Hon. 'V. H. E~muNG.--How much·
was Spt.mt in connexion with the Duke of
York's visit ~
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH said that
that. was not stated. In North Melbourne
the overdraft had increased from .£601 to
.£770. That was not a very large difference. I t was caused by the fact that
£500 was spent on pll blic works more
than was anticipated. In Williamstown
the overdraft had increased from .£44 to
.£871, caused by llew abattoirs and the
increased cost of horse hire and labour.
In Oakleigh the overdraft had increased
from nil to £166. The council intended
to introduce economies, and would perhaps
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strike a small additional rate. At Sebastopol the overdraft had increased from
£135 to £217, caused by the mining depression aud increased difficulty in getting
in rates. At Alberton the increase was
from £1,581 to £1,921, caused by the
reduction of the subsidy and the cost of
compensation for road deviation.
In
some of these shires roads had been surveyed in places which were quite impassable, alld the councils had been compelled to buy land for deviation purposes.
The HOll. W. H. E"mLTNG.-Is there
any expectation that they will be able to
payoff that overdraft out of the rates ~
The Hon. "Y. McCULLOCH said he
supposed the couucil would have to strike
:t higher rate.
At Alexaudra the increase
was from '£1,959 to '£2,376. At Bacchus
Marsh the overdraft had increased from
'£1,403 to £1,558, caused by expenditure
incident to flood damages. '1' he new
valuation would increase the income by
.£250 per annum. At BalIan the inerease
was fl"Om £484 to .£652, caused by the
increased amonnt spent in road works.
The shire would be in credit by the end
of the year. At Bannockburn there was
an increase from £247 to £1,123, cansed
by increase of cost in the constrnction of
the Fyansford-bridge and litigation expenses. At Berwick the overdraft had
increased from nil to £553, caused
by urgent works.
It was expected
to liq nidate the amount this year.
At Bulla, there wasan increase from £434
to £696, and it was stated thnt the overdraft was iucreased by Hot receiving a refund of £175 and by urgent work. The
amount would be decreased by £500 this
year. At Castle Donnington, the overdraft had irwreased frorn £1,61t; to
.£1,943, caused by providing tanks and
roads, the poverty of settlers preventing
an ill~rease of rotte. At Caulfield there
was an increase from £50 to £495, caused
by an increase of £800 over the estimated
expenditure. At Charlton, the overdraft
had increased from nil to £437, caused
by expenditure on cleanin~ tanks, conservation works, and purchase of water
during drought. It was the first overdraft the shire had had.
The Hon. J. M. PRAT'l'.-1'hey have had
a hard time of it.
The HOD. W. McCULLOCH said
that, at Coburg, there was an increase
from £2,960 to £3,227. caused uy loss of
Government· subsidy, fall in valuation,
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and increased cost of maintenance. It
The HOll. 'V. McOULLOCH said that
was added that the income was increasing at ~laffra the overdraft had been increased
while the expenditure was reduced. At from £882 to £1,476 owing to imperative
Colac, the overdraft was increased from road and bridge works. 'l'he works were
nil to £1,295, caused by urgent works
being suspended for six months in order
that could not be delayed. It was pro- to liquidate the overdraft.
mised that the overdraft would be liquiThe Hon. J. M. PRAT'I'.-I think we
dated in 1902. At Corio, there was an might. take the rest of the return as read.
increase from £150 to £431, caused by
rrhe Hall. VV. McCULLOCH said jthe
the joint responsibility with the Bannock- whole of tbe information was available for
burn shire, for the construction of a the use of honorable members. He believed
bridge, extm~, &c. At Dimboola there that one res nIt of the circular that had
was an increase from £364 to £1,574,
been seut out to the munieipalities would
caused by special expenditure in various be to make the councils more careful in
works. rl'he overdraft would be liq llidated future.
by Governrnent grants.
The Hon. D. K McBRYDE said he
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.- What rates would suggest that the schedule should be
are these mnncipalities levying? In printed so that honorable members might
Coburg it is usually 2s. 6d. in the £1. have an opportunit.y of studying it.
~
Some of the shires only have a Is.
rrhe Hon. D. MELVILLE expressed tile
rate.
opinion that the subject should not be
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH stated allowed to drop without asking the Ministhat most of the shires only had a Is. tel' of Public Works whether he intended
rate. At Donald, there was an in- to allow these overdrafts to go on. It
crease from £747 to £1,273, caused by an exceedingly hard thing that some mubuilding bridges over the Avon, and non- nicipalities should comlJly with the law
payment of endowment on account of wire- in every particular, while others made no
netting \nans. At Dundas, there was a attern pt to do so. If these overdrafts only
118W overdraft of £661, caused byexpendioccurred iu. very extreme cases there w<iJUld
ture on culverts and bridges through not be much to complain about, but it had
damage by bush fires. At East Loddon, now become the normal condition of
there was an increase from £556 to affairs for a large number of mnnicipali£2,122, owing to the construct.ion of tie3 to set aside the Act al together, and
works callsed by drought. The expendi- to expend more tha.n their annual income.
ture had been reduced. At Epping the rrhere ""as a great temptation for other
overdraft had been increased from £ 123 municipalities to follow this bad example.
to £447, caused by construction of by- All the councils ought to be put on the
reads to the shire. At Euroa, therp. was same footing.
The Hon. VV. MCCUJ.JL0CH.-SO they are.
an increase from £932 to £1,275, caused
rrhe Han. D. MELVILLE said it did
by increased cost ()f repairing roads
leading to railway station, provid- not look like it. The puzzle to him was
ing for traffic in connexion with that the auditors should allow such a conbutter
factories
and
creameries. diticm of affairs to prevail. Whell he was
At Grenville the overdraft had increased a municipal conncillor, he and his colfrom £1,.<71 to £2,272, caused by repaIr of leagues were afraid that if they did not
roads through traffic to mining fields. At comply strictly ,vith the Jaw the auditor
Heidelberg, there was a new overdraft of would come in and disallow the expendi£1,525, caused by "Carrying out works ture. Now, all kinds of things were about
delayed for years; inureased expenditure to (lccur, and the consequence was that
agaiust diminished income." At Kowree, the councils had these heavy overdrafts.
there was a new overdraft of £1,017, bnt These heavy overdrafts 111eant that posthis was lessened loy £531, bein~ amollnt sibly work was d<'llle that was not wanted,
of endowment received on 2nd October. and the seriousness of it did not appear
rrhe overdraft wafS caused hy urgent works, to be within the grasp of the Government.
and would be lessened by reducing the 'Vhen a difficulty occurred on any matter
works t his year. At Lilydale, there was a the Govertlment gave it up. Was this to
new overdraft of £598, hut the reasons for be given up? Was it to be understood that
the overdraft had not yet been furnished. the position of the Government was that
The Hun. J. M. DAVIES.-- I have seen there was 110 remedy? If there was 110
no work dono in that district.
. remedy, then the municipalities could do
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what seellled 1;0 them right. It was
running into thQusands of pounds.
The Hon. 'V. H. E)IBLING.-It is
·ehronic.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that
fortunately there was a Local Government
C~mmittoe sitting, whioh might be able
to suggest something. In tho meantime
.the question presented a very ugly aspect.
If the House had not called for the
schedule, members would not have been
.a party to it, bUll they were now a party
.to this breach of the' law.
'rhe Hon. J. M. PRATT remarked that
he had been in the House now for twelve
.years, and that every session there had
been one of these Bills, for which there
was good reason. Municipalities were
:sometimes subjected to unforseen expenditure. In Gippsland, for instance, two
.years ago a terrible fire ran thr0ugh portion of the country, necessitating the borrowing of money to rebuild bridges. In the
mallee district the people had been hard
up for water, and could Charlton and some
·Qther shires be blamed for incurring over-drafts ~ He did not wish to encourage
recklef's expenditure, but he recognised
that probably every year it would be
necessary to introduce a Bill of this sort.
"rhe municipal accollnts were closed at the
·end of September. Through the winter
months municipal councils had to find
work for the local people. W'as it a bad
rule to allow the municipalities to incur
overdrafts to meet the wants of their districts, so long as the work was useful and
the money well laid out ~ He considered
that the Bill shoulti be passed, as there
was nothing unsatisfactory about it.
'1.'he Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
if it was a prt>per thing for these municipalities to overdraw as they chose,
whether there was occasion for it or not,
then he thought that the permission
should be given in one general Act. He
admitted that there were cases in whieh
certain municipalities ha.d a right to risk
o\"ordrafts for t:)pecial work caused by
emergencies. Iu these cases it would be
perfectly right to pass a Bill of indemnity,
but he was afraid that, under the shelter
of deserving cases of that kind, there
wat:) a certain number of undeserving
cases, and ttufortunately the indemnity
waH being passed in a lump. In the
list published in Hansa'rd, when the
Bill was read a second time last year,
there were about 21 municipalities named
with no overdrafts. This time the number
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was reduced to about tell, thut was to
to say, that twenty municipalities that had
no overdrafts last year r:ow had overdrafts, and about ten which had had overdrafts had paid them off. It looked as if
the evil \yere increasing ~ 'What necessity
could there be for instance, for South
Mel}journe having an overdraft of over
£7,O()O~ Then Cobllrg, for instance, had
an overdraft of £3,21S. Surely Coburg
had been charging high enough rates, and
yet there was an overdraft. There was no
doubt that there were occasions when certain people, to gain popularity, tried to
get work done, even though there were no
mOlley available for it. He was in favollr
of passing the Bill, bu t he thought that
the annual Indemnity Bill ought to be on
a cerl!ain basis. That was to say if this
year's basis were taken, it could be said
next year that the indemnity should not
be passed for a larger amount in each
individual case than the amount of this
year, unless there was S0me t:)pecial reaS011
for it. As long as the Bill was passed
every year, there would never be a.ny
reduction, and whatever evil there might
be in spending money in a~ unauthorized
way would be increased.
The Hon. VV. McCULLOCH remarked
that he was sure that the action taken
by this House would be a warning to
the municipalities to be more careful in
future how they spent the money. As
a' rule, the ratepayers saw that the councils did not spend money extravagantly.
The Hon. D. MEfJ\'[JJLE.-I believe it is
gaining ground that the Government will
ultimately pay the money.
The Hon. \V. McCULLOCH said he did
not think so.
1'he Bill having been gone through W:lB
reported without amendment, and the
report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. 'V.
McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a
third time, and passed.
VERMIN DESTRUCTION ACT 1890
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was l'etltrned from the Legislati ve Assembly with a. message intimating
that they had disagreed with the amendments made by the Con11cil.
1'he message was ordered to be taken
into consideration on rruesday next.
BEND IGO LASD SALE BILL.
The HOll. A. 'WYNNE moved the
second readiNg of this Bill. He said that,
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in the yea.r 1882, an Act was passed providing for setting a,part a portion of
Rosalil..)d Park in Pall Mall, Bendigo, as a
site for a post-office and other public
buildings.
Honorable members who had
been to Bendigo would know that the
park referred to waS a very fine one. It
was prodded by the Act that a small
piece of land, about half-an-acre in area,
should bo sold by auction, and granted to
the corporation, bu t the Bill provided
that instead of the land being put up by
auction it shonld be sold at the fixed price
of £1,200 to the corporation, the money
to be paid in 40 equal instalments:
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-On their own
valuation ~
rrhe Hon. A. 'VYNNE said the feeling
was that it would be a grea,t pity to put the
land up for sale by auction, and allow
anyone else to buy it. The lanel was
situated in the park, and it was advisable
that the corporation should have it f01'
public purposes. rrhe valuation had been
assessed by the officers of the Lands department at £1,200. He thought that it
was a. fair price, being equal to £4,800
an acre. I
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining l::Itages.
QUEENSCLIFF LAND :RESUMPTION
BILL.
rrhe Hon. VV. McCULLOCH moved the
second readil1g of this Bill. He said it was a
measure to provide for the sale of half·anacre of lanel in the municipal distri<.:t of
Queellscliff, being allotments 7 and 12 of
section 3. At present the land was t'eserved ~tS a site for a ma.rket, but the
local council wished, as the land was n()t
required for that purpose, to have it sold
and the proceeds devoted to the building
of a ne IV town han alld court I house.
Some tlt;ne ago a deputation from the
mlmicipality waited on Mr. McColl, when
Minister of Lands, and made the request
to have the land sold as stated. The
present Government were HOW carrying
out the promise then rnude.
The Hon. 'V. H. El\lBLTNG.-Where is
the land?
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH said he had
a plan "hich could be seen by allY honorable member, but the land went from
Hesse-street through to Gellibrand-street.
1'he Hon. D. MELVILLE observed
that he knew nothing about this land,
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but he wished to point ont that it
would be necessary for the Minister to
see that no buildings were erected on a site
that would interfere with the fortifications.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-It won't interfere at all; it is just opposite the Grand
Hotel.
The moti011 was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second timo-,
and was afterwards passed through its·
remainillg stagef!.
JUSTICES LAW FUB.THER
AMENDMENT BILL AND JUSTICES·
ACT AMENDMENT BTLL.
The Honse went into committee for the·
further consideration of these Bills jointly~
The Hon. A. WYNNE said that as the
J \lstices Act 1890 Amendment Bill was
read a second time P?'O for nul, without
explanation, he desired to briefly explain.
its provisions. The principal J uiitices
Act provided that if an action was brought
against justices of the peace, and every now
anci again suchactiolls were brought for somelittle technical error which the justices
had committed, it had to be brought in
the Supreme Conrt, and that was a great
temptation to speCUlative lawyers to
cause such aGtions to be instituted, on
account of the heavv COst8 obtainable in
the Supreme Court.
The sam0 thing
happened years ago in referellce to
actions against the :Railways Commissioners, which had to be brought in theSupreme Court, but Parliament passed an
Act providing that all such cases might
be brought in the County Court, and that
meant a great saving to the Government
alld to litigants. 1'he reason he had
this Bill drafted was on account of a
case that happened during the last six
months. A landlord brought an action
of ejectment against a tenant, who persisted in holding possession of the property, and yet refused to pay any rn,tes.
The justices ordered the issue of a warrallt
of ejectment. The principal Act provided that such cases must be bronghtl
in the court nearest to the premises in
question. In the case he had mentioned
it was afterwards Rhown that, as the crow
flew, there was another court 50 or 60·
yards nearer to the premises from which
the tenant was ejected. That case had
cost £80 or £90, and it had not yet gone to
trial. The justices applied to the Government to assist them in the case. 'When
he was in office before, wherever he
thought justices had acted- bona fide, he
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authorized the Crown Solicitor to defend
the action in the Supreme Court, but it
wa~ very expensive ·litiga.tion, and if a
plaintiff got nominal damages, it involved
the Crown in heavy costs. Such cases
should be brought in the County Court,
where, if a plaintiff got nominal damages,
he would get ollly nominal eosts.
Clause 1, the preamble and the title
of the J ustiees .Act Amendment Bill
were omitted.
Clauses 2, 3, and 4 were verbally
amended, and, on the motion of the Hon.
A. WYNNE, were inserted in the Justices
Law Further Amendment Bill.
The postponed clauses in the Justices
Law Further Amendment Bill were thotl
taken into consideration.
On clause 18, empowering a police
magistrate to deal summarily with certain indictable offences, and inflict sentences of imprisonment" with or without
hard labour for any term not exceeding
twelve months,"
l'be Hon. S. G. BLACK movedThat the words "twelve months" be
omitted, and the words ., two years" substituted in lieu thereof.

He said that some o.f the offences specified in this clause were very serious
offences, and therefore the maximum sentence ought to be increased.
The Han. A. VVYNNE.-I approve of the
proposal, ·which, I think, is an improyement.
lrhe amendment was agreed to.
On clause 20, amending section 89 of
the principal Act,
The HOIl. A. -WYNNE stated that there
was considerable discussion on this clause
on a former occasion. Sir Henry Cuthbert objected to it, and he (Mr. 'Vynne)
took time to consider the matter. He
might now mention that in a former Bill,
introduced by Sir Henry Cuthbert, thero
was a SOllOW hat similar clause, under
which a man could be imprisoned for nOllpaylllent of costs. This was not a provision of very great moment, and, persollally, he would favour the striking out of
the clause.
He therefore intended to
vote against it.
'rhe clause was struck out.
The Hon. A. WYNNE proposed the
following now clause, to follow clause 6 : C. Any declaration or affidavit to be used in
any proceedings before a court of petty sessiolls
or justiccs may be sworn before any justice, or
commissioner for taking affidavits in the
Supreme Court, or commissioner for' taking
declarations and affidavits or clerk of petty
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sel?sions; and any person who knowingly or
wilfully makes any false declaration or affidavit
before any of such persons shall he deemed
gnilty of wilful and corrupt perjury.

He remarked that in a certain coulltry
to wn there was a. solicitor who was tho
only cot~lmissioner for taking affidavits.
If that Holicitor, or anyone in his office,
served a summons, the affidavit could
not bo made before him, and he had to
go 15 or 20 miles to swear it. There
were other ca.ses, he believed, and it was
suggested that, in such instances, power
should be giyp.n to swear the affidavits in
the way provided in this clause.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES expressod
the opinion that it was always objectionable to enact a provision under which any
public servant could get a fee for doing
any work unless that foe \Vas to be paid
into the general r8ven110, becauso it led
people to think it was a matter of interest
to them to got work done by that officer.
He had known the working of' that
arrangement, and was, therefore, aware
of the objections to it. He begged to
1il.10Ve-

That the words "or clerk of petty seRsion:;l"
be omitted from the clause.

Tho amendment was ~:\,groed to,. and the
clause, as amended, was ·adopted.
The Hall. A. 'WYNN E proposed the
following llew clause, to follow clause

25 :E. The following amendments shall be made
in section 128 of the principal Act(a) in sub-section (2) after the words "of
such appeal" there shall be inserted
the words" and specifying the court
of gene·ral sessions to which he intends to appeal" ; and
(b) for suh-section (ill there shall he Iilubstituted the following Sll h section,
namely:.
(3) Every appeal shall be entered for trial
(except as hereinafter provided) ttt the next
practicable court of general sessions to be held
in the bailiwick wherein the. cause or nuttter of
snch appeal has arisen, and shall be so entered
not less than t"\vo days hefore the sitting of such
court.. If within three months of the fla,to of
the conviction or order ~tppealecl from a.ny
practicable court of general sessions is to be
held nearer to the place where the cause 01'
matter of such appeal arose than snch next
practicable court of general sessions to he held
in such bailiwick, snch appeal ma.y he cntcretl
for trial anI! may be heard and determined at
such nearer practicable conrt, although the
same is not within the bailiwick wherein the
cause or matter of such appeal has arisen.
Every appeal not entered for trial as hel'einbefore' provided and in the conrt of gt'neral
sessions specified in the appellant's notice of
appeal shall be' dismissed with costs unless such
court otherwise orders.
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He said the priucipai Act provided that
every ap!leal from general sessions should
be taken at the next court sitting in the
same bailiwick. In some parts of Gippsland great inconvenience had arisen from
the operation of that provision. For
instance if an appeal was taken frt)m a
conrt of general sessions at Bairnsdale,
and the lIext court was to be held at Omeo
01' Bright, right up in the mountains.
This had been found to work great
injustice to poor persons who could not
afford the expense of prosecuting appeals
150 or 200 miles away. It had been suggested that it should be made optional
with them to go to the nearest court, but
the nearest court might not sit for six
months, and thus another difficulty arose.
He (Mr. ·Wynlle) consulted some of the
Judges who heard these appeals, and
they thti>ught that, if the nearest court
was sitting within three months, appellants might have lea\'o to go to that
court, but that if the nearest court was not
sitting for six montbs it might delay the
proceedings unduly, and thon the appeal
might be heard, in such case, at the more
distant court. This clause was a little
complicated, but he thought it would
ameliorate the trouble that had arisen,
.and make the prosecution of appeals
cheaper and easier for litigants. He did
not think it wonld apply very much to
people outside Gippsland, unless it was to
~ome of the mallee districts, where the
saIne trouble might arise.
The clause was agreed to.
rrhe HOll. A. vVYNNE proposed the
following new clause:- .
Nothing contained in section 122 of the
of the Peace Act 1887, or in section
113 of the principal Act, shall be deemed to
have applied or shall apply to any power conferrell by any of the provisions of Part:3 of the
Gaols Act 1890 upon a visiting justice alone, or
upon a visiting justice and another justice. to
<leetl with a prisoner charged before him or them
with any offence or miscol1clul!t incidental to
his detention or while he is detained in custody
under the provisions of any law relating to
gaols.
~T ustices

rrhe clause was agreed to.
The Justices Law Further Amendt~lent
Bill, and the J·ustices Act 1890 Amendment Bill having been gone through, were
then repG)l'ted wi th amendments.
TH.ADE COUPONS ABOLITION BILL.
The Honse went into committee for the
.ctlllsideration of this Bill.
The Hon. N. LEVI said that he had
the hOllour at a previous sitting of

Abolition Bill.

present,ing to the House a petition which
was referred to the committee on this Bill.
He would ask that that petition be now
read.
The petition was then read by the Clerk
at the table.
The Hon. N. LEVI sajd that he
scarcely thought, after the petition had
been read, that it was necessary for him
to endeavour to impress t.he committee
with the necessity, and indeed with the
justice and equity, of doing what was
therein asked. The petitiml.ers desired to
pay 20s. in the £1, and they asked that
that portion of the Bill be strnck out
which provided that payments might be
macle at the rate of 14s. in the £1. They
also asked, if the committee thought it
proper, that they should be heard at the
Bar of the Home. He, however, hardly
thought it necessary that the company
should be heard, because all that they desired w.as set forth in the petition w bich
had been read by the Clerk. There was
nothing unreasonable in their requests.
They had made an immense outlay ill the
foundation of their business.
r:rhe Hon. J. H. ABBol''1'.-Immense
profi ts, too.
.
The Hon. N. LEVI said he dill not
think the honorable member could sh{,)w
that they had made immense profits, and
he (Mr. Levi) would be able to disprove
any statements that might be made in
comUlittee with regard to the company's
He was not going to
supposed profits.
press the request with regard to the
eompally bein~ heard at the Bar of the
House, but he hoped that in consideration of the fact that the company wen'
iuto a. business that was thoroughly
legitimate, that they had been taken by
surprise in this measure, and, further,
that in a neigbbourillg State they had
received this cOllsiderrttion, although he
might presume that nut so much
capital had been invested in the business in that State as in Victoria, the
committee would recognise that they were
entitled. to the little oonsideration they
asked for, and that was the extension of
the date on which the Act should come
into operation until the 1st .1 uly next.
The Hon. A. ""VYNNE observed that
he had some feeling for what was caned
fair play, but he must say that that
petition was a little disingenuous. He
had lo()ked up what Sir Frederick Sargood said in this chamber on 24th
January, 1900. It would be remembered
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that a select committee was appointed,
and that this company appeared before
that committee by counsel. They examined
.and produced nnmbers of witnesses.
There were over 70 witnesses examined,
aud, after that 'committee had sent in its
report to the House, the manager of the
company issued a cil'cular to which Sir
Frederick Sargood made reference. He
would quote Sir Frederick Sargood's
words :Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that the
circubr was signed by P. M. Scott, manager of
the company. Not only did such a statement
as that, coming from the company that requested. the appointment of the select committee, show, at all events, to use a mild term,
very great want of good taste, but he left
JlOnomhle members to say whether such a
:statement should have been made in connexion
with a select committee of that House. On the
top of that circular there had been presented
a petition from the same company asking to be
hearcl at the Bar of the House. In other words,
the petition practically impugned the finding
of . the select committee-a select committee
appointed at the special request of the company.
He Beed not make any other remark on the
subject after tha,t.

This company asked to be heard at the
Bar of the House. They asked to have a
select committee, and the Council granted
it. They appeared by cOllllsel before that
committee, and had every opportunit.y of
stating their case aud showing their bona
fides.
The Hon. A. O. SACIISE.-It was a very
protracted inquiry, and we sat several
months over it.
The HOll. A. 'WYNNE said he was
one of those wblo thought the. company
.onght to be heard at the time. 1.'he
.select committee brought up a report
advif:!ing the passing of a similar
measure to this. At the beginning of this
session this Bill was promised in the
Lieuteoant-Governor's speech, so that he
did n(}t see how the company could say
that they did not have any notice or that
they had no idea that Parliament was
going to deal with the matter. Further
tha.ll that, this Bill was introduced in
another place some time in .July of this
year. The company had fought very hard,
he knew, against it. 1.'hey interviewed
member after member and issued allY
number of circulars. An effort was made
in another place to give them six months'
grace, bnt the LegislativeAssembly refused
to alter the date in the Bill. The date
fixed was 1st January, but he was prepared
to ta.ke the resp011sibility of consenting to
an extension to the 1st of March. 1.'bat
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would be giving the company three and a
half months from the present date. He
tbought that was a very fair offer.
Several HONORABLE ME~1BEns.-Sn,y six
months.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said what he
offered was an extension of two months,
but ho thought six months was too long.
As a matter of fact, it was very doubtful
whether the operations of this company
were legal, although it was registered as
a company. It was a, very dubious point
whether they might not have been prosecuted for interfering with trade, for the
evidence supplied to that committee
showed that the company threatened to
squeeze men out if they did not take
their coupons from them. Therefore, to
say the least of it, they endeavoured to
act in a very arbitrary way, and in a way
which he thought was ill restraint of
trade. A gentleman of very high legal
standing had also advised him that steps
might have been taken against the company, and therefore he thought they had
been very fairly and leuiently dealt with
bv the Government.
~ The Hon. N. LEvr.-Oh, no.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said it was all
very well for honorable members to call
out "Oh, no," but this class of bllsines~
had done a great deal of illjnry to the
traders of the country, and they should
try to remedy it. It was all very well to ,
say that because a thing savoured of
legality they should perpetuate it. 'rhey
knew that a few years ago they had to
pass a Bill to make street botting illegal,
but ntl suggestion was made that the
bookmakers who had been bettillg in the
streets should be eornpem;ated.
The Hon. N. LEvI.-They did not ask
for it.
rrhe HOll. A. -WYNN E said thosfl
people wore just as ll1UCh entitled
to compensat.ion as a cOIllpallY like this.
H one was wrong, the ()I hel' was, and
Parliament had said that this was a
bad and vicious systel'll. They all agreed
that bet tint! in the streets was a vicious
system, but it took an Act of Parli2tment
to stop it.
The Hon. VV. H. E~mLTNG.--Betting
any\\' here is vicious.
The Hon. A. WYNN E ~aid perhaps it
was, but they could not stop it without
an Act of Parliament. They had stopped
street betting.
The Hon. 'tV. H. E~IBLING, - Oh, no.
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The Hon A. WYNNE said street
betting was a. thing of the past. It was
dealt with by law, and they were dealing
with this by law. This particular ctlmpany that had presented this petition
must have known for the last two years
that Parliament intended to pass legislation to deal with it. They had had
ample notice. The Council passed the
Bill almost Ul)animously last year, and he
thlOught Mr. Levi and one other were the
only two dissentients.
1'be HOll. N. LEvL-Yonr own colleague, Mr. McCulloch, voted with me t6l
give the company f.tir play.
The Hon. A. 'WYNN E said he also
wanted to be fair, and he thought
he was going a long way ill pledging the Ministry to accept the extenSi~ll to 1st :March, knowing as he did
tha.t another place was very much
against allY extensioll. Still he thought
if this was agreed to it w<I:>uld be accepted
ill another place. He fel t this was giving
the company a reasonable and fair compromise. He would have no ~bjection to
giving them six m~nths to wind up their
business in, provided they weuld stop
issuing their coupons, blJt. if they extended the time to 1st March, or for
six months, the company would still be
issuing the coupous all the time. How
did they know that the company would
liquidate" them at the end of whatever
term vms fixed? He did not think the
compally should be allowed to carryon
the practice even after 1st January, or,
at the very latest., after 1st March. If
they wonld stop the issue of con pons the
Government would give them as long as
they reasonably liked to wind up their
business, but he did not think they should
extenel tho offer beyond the 1st of March.
The Hon. A.. O. SAC HSE stated that
he was a member of the select committee
on the qnestioll of these coupons. He
had a copy ~)f their report with him, and
hli)l1orable members could see it was very
voluminous. They went into this question extremely carefully. There were
several rnem ber~ on the committee who
were rather favorably disposed at the til1le
to the COllpnl1 Company, and he believed
the Minister ())"f Pnblic W"orks was one
The committee sifted the
of them.
thing for all it was ,Yorth. They had
most eminent cOlunsel on both sides,
and certainly the company had a most
eminent coun~el attending to their
interests. They took some 70 witnesses.
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The feeling actuating the minds of the
committee at that time more than anything else was that it was a cruel business,
which was giving a monopoly of a little'
ueigh1i>onrhood or a portion of a street to
one particular man, who wonld get these
c(i)upcms, so that other people could not
get them, and that the trade was not iucreased, but was simply drawn away from
other deserving shopkeepers in the·
vicinity. rrhe committee were impressed
with that i<ilea, and that was why they
recommended at the tail end of their
report that the Bill should be allowed to
become law. He thought now, judging
by his own feelings, that if it appeared to
him that this would Olean deliberately and
arbitrarily shutting up a going concern
withont giving those interested a little bit
of fair play, he would not haye signed thnt
recommendation. Since this matter came
before the Honse lately, a very well-knowu
firm had called upon him and shown him
that they had indented a large quantity
of goods for the company or} the bonajide8
of the company as an apparently good
going concern, a.ncl. that, in common
with others, they had already indented
the continent,
from England, and
and America a large quantit.y of
goods 011 whieh they, ami not the
Conpon Company, would be the losers.
These people would suffer an almost ruinons loss, as he was led to believe. In
that case, when the company said-"Give
llS six months, it is no concession to us,
but is simply to allow these people to see
the company wound up, so that they can
get their money for the goods that are
comiug here," he thought they might
grant the concession. The only thing
that troubled him was that they bad no
assurauce that at the end of the six months
fresh debts would not be incurred by the
company, and they might find themselves
in the sa me position as before. To meet
that difficulty, he thought the Government
should appoint some distinct officer in the
matter, if they extended the time, who
would see that this business was liq llid~1.ted exactly in accordance with the
wishes of Pculialllent.
The HOll. A. 'VYNNE.-'Ve have no
power to do that.
The Hon. J. M. PRA'l"l'.-N ot unless they
go into liq~lidation themselves as a company.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said, in
that case, he did not think the House was
justified in giving any very long extension,
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but it seemed to him a little cruel to shut
.them up at once.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-That is why I
am extending the time to 1st March.
rrhe Hon. A. O. SAOHSE said tho"company were carrying on a business which
~vas not illegal.
The HOll. A. W"YNNE.-A business of
doubtful legality.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said this sort
of thitlg was not confined to the Coupon
Company. They found that well-known
merchants in this city were issuing coupons
every day, and were doing the self-same
thing as t.his company were condemned
for doing.
The Hon. J. M. PHA'l"l'.-That was
:within them!:lelves.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE s1:tid these
firms were issuing these coupons and
giving all kinds of goods for them in COllnexion with the sale of tea. In fact,
!:lome of them were giving money, and
many of them were going a great deal
furt.ber than this company went, but they
were not prosecuted. They were amongst
ou)' most prominent merchants. He would
not mention llames.
The Hon. A.. ,\VYNNE.-1'hey have r:;een
the error of their ways.
rrhe Hon. A. O. SACHSE said members
had had the coupons handed to them. He
thought the House should pause before
Ilrbitrarily shutting up a business that
had not been obviously illegal, although
it might have been illegal from some
points of yiew. He asked the House to
~tllow an extension of time for six months,
and. that the Government should see in
the meantime that the conditions were
carried out..
'rhe Hon. VV. H. E)iBLING expressed
the opinion that the Solicitor-General had
proved altogether too milch in his speech
on the 1st clause.
He had told theni.
that this company was pm'suing a business of doubtful legality, carrying on a
conspiracy to restrain tmde, and doing
several other things which, if true, the
Government should have stepped in
and stopped without requiring this Bill.
There was no need for a. Bill like this if
the company were conspiring to restrain
and interfere with trade. The present
law would hene been quite sufficient.
Then the honorable gentleman had gone
.on to say that tho Government had put in
their programme this Bill to destroy the
compauy, and that the company should
therefore hn,ve set their house in order,
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and taken warning that they \\'ol.ld soon
dio. But how m~(Uy Bills had the Government put in'their programme that had not
been heard of until next session or next
year, or until the next Governmellt had
come in? This eompany no doubt thought
that there had been a Bill before which
had passed one Honse, but had not passed
the other, and threatened men lived
long. They no doubt thought that they
did not need to take any notice of
this promise contained in the Lieutenan tGovernor's speech. rrhere were many other
measures promised in that speech, such as
the Convention Bill al.ld the '\Vomen's
Suffrage Bill, but they had been dropped,
and perhaps would be taken up again as the
Government liked. 'fhen there was the
Money Lenders Bill, which had been
before the Council for years. It was
coming again, but it was perennial. ~rhese
men probably thought they would have
plenty of time to wind up their affctirs.
He knew nothing personally about the
company, and he did 1I0t kllow the men
concerned in it from Adam.
~rhe'y had
been allowed to start in business, and now
members were told by the SolicitorGeneral that there ,vas a doubt in the
minds of the Government as to the legality
of the business, and as to whether tbe
promoters (Df it were 110t in a conspiracy
to restrain t.rade.
rrhe Solicitor-General
said that, therefore, the Bill was bJ'IiHlgbt
in to stop them, but it was proposed to
stop them in the middle of a butiinesr:;
after they had beeu allowed to spend large
sums of money upon it.
The Hon. A. ,\VyxNE.-They have spent
hardly an.Ything themselves. They have
made it all out of the public.
rrhe Hon. ·W. H. EMBLING ::laicl that
was only an assumption, aud the SolicitorGeneral could not prove it. If what the
Solicitor-Genentl said was correct, the
Governmellt ought to have stopped the
busincss to begin with as soon as the
question was raised by the select committee. If they found that it \Vas a COl1spiracy there was no need for u Coupons
Abolition Bill at all. Other firms had
done the same thing and nothilJg was
said about it.
.
The Hon. A. ,\VYNNE.-rrhev have
stopped it now.
"
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING thought
the six months proposal was a very fair
compromise which would end an unpleasant matter in the most pleasant
manner. These men pointed ont that
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other people depended on them to meet
their engagements, and that if Parliament
~topped tbeir business suddenly they
would not suffer, but those people who
believed in them, and who had dealt with
them and trusted them, would suffer.
The difference between 1st March and
1st July "as too ridiculous for a House of
Parliament to think of for a moment. It
simply meant four months more for these
men to meet their engagements and wind
up their business in. He asked the
Solicitor-General to spring a little more
and allow six months' grace. He asked
this in the name of fair play.
An HONORABLE ME~mER.-I would not
give them a day.
The Hon. 'Y. H. EMBLING said he
only hoped the honorable member who
made that remark would never be in the
l:!ameposition, and have invested thousands
of pounds in a bm;il1ess that was recognised
as legal and then be summarily st0pped
by Parliament and be told that he was to
pay 14s. instead of 20s. in the £1 for the
rest of his days.
'fhe HOll. J. 1\1. DAVIES remarked that,
as hp. said yesterday, he was in favour of
the Bill, which he hoped would put a stop
to the proceedings of this particular company. At the same time he had a very
strong reluctance to close them down too
hastily. He had no recollection of any
statement being made by counsel who
appeared for the traders generally against
the compnny to the effect that the company were acting illegally. In fact, he
thought it was admitted by bot.h counsel
that the company were legally entitled to
do what they were doing. He thought the
whole proceedings of the committee were
based on that assumption, and therefore
he felt that the Council ought to take the
position that the company were formed
for
a purpose
which was not illegal, although a purpose which was
detrimental to the interests of the· public.
1'here was 110 doubt that the Conpon Company had incurred considerable expense in
getting a good-will. Some of its balaneesheets had been placed before the select
committee, and the expenses of ad vertising and of establishing agencies were very
great indeed. I t was true that they got
an enormous profit on the redemption
of the c~upons, but for some time, at any
rate, these profits were prett.y well all
swallowed up by expenses. Of course, he
did not know what the company had been
doing since then, but its business expense!!!
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were probably still very great, and it wag
quite possible that if it was obliged to.
close up its business summarily it would
suffer considerable loss. It was only fair
when it was proposed to close up any concern in the interests of large classes of
the public that it should be done in snch
a way as not to inflict too great a punishment upon the people "hose business was
being put an end to. He thought he had
mentioned in the course of the debate·
on the previous day that before he signed
the report of the select committee he helped
to geta paragraph inserted to the effect that
the committee said nothing whatever about
the qucHtion of compensation. Th~ reason
for saying that was not because the co 111 mitteethonghttho company wasentitled toany
compcnsation, but because the Council
was unable to deal with that matter. 'rhe
only compensation they could give the·
company was to postpone, to a certain
extent, the date of the coming into operation of the measure, and it seemed to him
that that was not an unreasonable compensation. It had been said that the·
company might incur a lot of fresh liabilities; but he did not think it would be·
possible for it to incur largo liabilities
after this measure had been passed, because anyone dealing with it would know
that the business had only got a short
time to run.
The Hon. J. H. ABBorrT.-Their credit
will be good.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said their
credit would be good to the extent of
their assets after deductiug liabilities.
Of course he was totally opposed to allowing the company to pay 14s. in the £1.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-They do not want
it themselves.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that to·
adopt that proposal would be to pay thcm
compensation, not out of the pockets of
the people who were to benefit by it, but
out of the pockets of the people who were'
entitled to get 20s. in the £1. In his.
opinion the company might be allowed
six months from the time of the passing:
of the Bill.
The Hon. J. M. PRA'l'T.-To wind up.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was
not to wind up, but to make further'
profits, because that was what it meant ..
The company was to be allowed to sell
enough coupons to get rid of its stock in
the redemption of those coupons. This Bill.
had been before Parliament for upwards of
two year~, and he diel not think any injury.-
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would be done to the public 01' to the
traders by giving a further term of six
months.
He would rather err in the
direction of being too liberal and doing too
much for the company than in the
directioll of doiug an injustice. That was
the last thing.that the Council desired to
do, no matter whether the individual concerned was influential or not. Jt was for
these reasons, and not out of sympathy in
any way with the Coupon Company, that
he supported the six months' proposal. It
had been said that the company had had
ample notice, but honorable members
kne,,, that, for the last thirteen years at
any rate, the municipalities had been told
year by year that it was the last time that
Parliament would pass an Act to indemnify
them. If Parliament intended to give
notice to the municipalities that they
must cease
having overdrafts, an
opportunity would first be given to them
of getting rid of their li~bilities, and the
same thing applied to this company.
The Hon. G. GODFHEY stated that he
had heard, for the first time, that the
Coupon Company had been carrying on an
illegal business. He did not think for a
moment that that was so, and he had a
distinct recollection that the SolicitorGeneral did not take that view when this
question was ·l!>efore the Council two
years ago. At an events, it did not seem
to be an unreasonable thing that us they
were practically sh utting up a business
that had been carried on for years in our
midst, and as no element of illegality
had been considered to be involved in it,
the company should not be depri ved of an
opportunity of liquidating their affairs
and of paying their debts. Honorable
members could hardly object to allow six
months for such a purpose. They knew
how difficult it was to realize even a small
business in that time. He hoped that the
good sense of honorable members would
8how them the fairness and justice of the
proposal.
The Hon. F. S. GRIM'VADE expressed
the opinion that there was something to
be said for extension of the time when the
measure was to come into operation. He
had no sympathy with this company,
because he thought its operations were a
positi ve inj ury to the public.
The
coupons that were issued encouraged the
puhlic to think that they were getting
something, and they used them in buying
rubbishing goocils-the very lowest class of
Birmingham goods. They bought things
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that were ut.terly useless and gave the·
company an enormous profit. It was said
that the company tlid not make big profits,.
and yet according t~ its own statement,
although it only hadacapitalof£lO,OOOit
made £3,000 in one year, and a similar
amount in another year. Surely that was
very excellent profit. His principal objection
t(i) the company was that it attempted to
create a monopoly, and to terrorize over
business people.
If a trader in a small
country town did not immediately agree
to take their co'upons, they put up some
In his.
one else in opposition to him.
opinion that was an objectionable style of
business.
At the same time, as Mr.
Davies had pointed out, the Council must
not be guilty of even apparent harshness,.
and if the Solici tor-General agreed to fix
the 1st of June next as tho date when the·
measure should come into operation he
(Mr. Grimwade) would agree to it. That
would give ample' time for the company
to realize.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT said that, like
other honorable members, he supported
the extension of the period within which
this company must lJO wound up.
He
quite agreed that it was better to allow
an oxtra term than to be charged with
being too hasty. One point he would like
to have cleared up was as to how this Bill
would affect large finns which issued their
own coupons::.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-It will stop
them.
The Hon. IT. S. GRHIwADE.-Are there·
any large fil'lIIS that do so 1
The H on. J. M. PRATT said that there
was one firm ill Collins-street which isslled
coupons and l'edeflnled them in cash.
The Hon. F. S. GRIl\lWADE.-In the case
of this company the public have to buy
. l'ubbishing goods.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT stated that he·
did not agree with the remark. that had
been made about "Brummagem" goods.
Mr. Chamberlain was a friend ~f his, and!
he did not like anything said against tho·
place ho came from. Personally, he was,
in favour of the extension of time, but he
saw a difficulty in the way of other traders,
Plenty of traders gave discounts to their-'
customers. At one large store, when PllTchases wore made by a customer, he received a notice that a cash bonus would'
be returned once a year upon all purchases.
The Hon. A. WYNNB.-That is not a.
coupon business.
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rfhc HOll. J. ~I. PH.ATT said it was a
systom of discolmts, which he feared would
be affect.ed by the Bill. He hoped the
Solicitor-General would see that it was
·wi~o to extend the time for the coming
into operation of t his measure until the
lst June. Would there not, however, be
~omc difficulty in controlling the business
of the company 1 The coupons ",TOuld continue to be issued, a,nd it was a question
whether .at the end of the period they
would be redeemed ill ca::;h or in goods.
rrhe. Hon. F. S. GRmwADE.-They will
not be redeemed in cash.
The HOll. J. M. PRNr'l' said that there
should be some understanding on that
point.
~ehe HOll. N. LEVI said that as there
seemed to be a feeling in fayour of postponing the operation of the Bill for six
months, he begged to moveThat the word .• January" be omitted, with
the view of substituting the wora "June."

He had been informed .that the letter
which had been referred to in the course
of the debate on the previous evening
was writte!'l by a discharged employ'~ of
the company in Sydney, and did not refer
to the Melbourne business. On behalf of
the eomp<tl'ly he (Mr. Levi) was in a position to state that the company itself
desired to strike out the provision as to
paying 14s. in the £1 and to substitute
~Os. in the £1.
rrile Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that he
was sorry that tho committee intended to
extend the time for the co ming in to
operation of this measure. If that was
done honorable members would make
themselves, to some extent, responsible
for the continuation of the business of the
Coupon Company.
ffhe country was
heartily sick of the whole concern. The
company carne in tG interfere with very
small pe<llple in their little businesses. He
had already mentioned the case of one
young fellow, :,H years of age, who had a
very comfortable business in one of the
suburbs, but who was compelled to take
. the coupons, with the resl!1lt that they
eost him about 15s. a week.
Scores of
others were treated in the same way. In
'the previous day's newspaper an accouut
was &,riven of a rich man who refused to
take his breakfast until he had worked
for it. He (Mr. :Melyille) would ask the
men who promoted this coupon business
if, in taking theil' breakfast, they ever
tlumght they had wo:rked for the money

1
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they had taken fmm the pulillic? ffhey
did absolutely nothiug for the money.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMwADE.-They give
no value.
The Hon. N. LEvl.-That is not true.
1'he HOll. A. WYNNE.-It is true.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that
in his opinion no man in a civilized community had a right to force his wares in
the manner adopted by this Coupon Company. He had held the opinion that not
only was it a restraint to trade, which
the courts could have dealt witb, but that
t.here was something more in it.. 1'he
issue of these coupons really amounted to
the issue of paper money, and if it could
be clone for 6d. it could be done for £1.
If the Government felt it necessary to
extend the time he would vote with the
Government, not because he thought
there was any justice in the prvposal, but
becanse the Government was endeavouring in a reasonable way t.o put the thing
down. vVhat security, hO\veyer, would
the pu'h>lic have that the business would
come to an end at the time set ont in the
measlu'e? If it were proposed that the
iSl:lue of coupons should be stopped
immediately, and that the company should
then have six months' time to wind up
its business, he could understand it, hut
there was no security whatever that the
windillg up would take place in the mauner intended. There should be some person to see that the liquidation was properly
proceeded with. He hoped tha,t the Soli·
citor-General would not give any more
time to the company thau he had already promised, and it was to be
doubted whether even that would be
accepted in another place. At all events,
matters should not be allowed to drift in
such a way that at the end of the pel'iCld
the cOlllpany would be able to say-" W· e
h:we got into tremendous difficulties now,
and cannot wind up."
rl'he Han. J. H. ABBOTT remarked that,
as one who had experienced a great deal
of the injustice of permitting these coupons to be issued, be was very pleased
indeed that Parliament now recognised
the great injustice that had been done
thereby to small traders. In his own
neigh bourhood he knew that very. great
injury had been done.
He claimed to
have as fair an idea of justice ttS anyone
in the chamber; but when he rer;l!lembered
the verv small amount of cOl1sidern,tiotl
that th~ Coupon Company had given to
traders when they forced the con pons upon
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them, he was very glad that that state of
·,things was likely to be put a stop to. If
~t was considered that the proposition
.of the Solicitor - General to delay the
.coming into operation of the Bill until
the 1st March was a fair one, he would not
mind supporting it, but he would like to
be quite certain that the issue of coupons
would be stopped at once. If the issue of
coupons was allowed to continue, the company might make its terms more favorable,
so as to absorb the large amount of goods
which was said to have been already indented. He presnmed that these gentlemen were liable for the goods.
rfhe Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-It is only the
,company that will be liable.
11he HOll. J. H. ABBOTT said he was
:8orrJi to hear any honorable member eOIl.demn goods coming from the city of which
he hnd the honour to be a na.tivc. Both
Mr. Chamberlain and himself came from
Birmingham, as well as many other products which were equally creditable to
that city. It did not follow that because
a thing came from Birmingham it was
necessarily rubbish. He trnsted that the
Council would insist· that no more coupons
were issued after the passillg of the Bill.
The company talked about not ha.ving had
any notice, but after reading the report
of the select committee he was amazed at
the audacity of any man thinking that the
Council could go back upon it. In his
{)Wll district the storekeepers were getting
very impatient-so impatient that they
had started another Coupon Cornpany in
self-defence. He would be glad to see the
whole thing swept away, because it took
money from one class of people in order to
give it to another class, who did nothing
at all to earn it. The company had had
two years' notice since the Bill was first
introdnCled. Its own evidence should have
been quite sufficient to show that it was
not at all likely that Parliament would
tolerate a coutinuation of the system.
That being ~o, the company had no right
:to indent goods so largely ahead.
rrhe Hon. F. S. GRI.M.WADE.-They say
that it takes twelye months to get the
goods out.
~rhe Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that
nobody could believe tha.t. Other people
who failed in business hetd to make the
best of it, and he thought that this com·
pany might do the same. Instead of that,
they presented a long petition of twenty
.clauses, saying how muoh they were
injured.
Session 1901.-[175]
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The Hon. A. O. SACIISE.-vVhat about
the indeutors 1
'rhe Hon. J. H. ABBOTT sa.id he presumed that even these BrUmlllctgem goods
were worth what had been paid for them,
so that they were quite capable of being
realized.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-No, they are
a. special cla~s of goods.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that if
that was so a special class of customers
had be::nl buying them. He t.hought that
the same crowd who had been buying the
goods in the paet would cOlltinue to buy
them, and if they were brought out, 'a
rearsonable price could be 'obtlitined for
them apart altogether from the coupon
system. If it was the will of the committee, he would be ready to support the
Solicitor-General, but he hoped that no
more coupons would be issued after th·
passing of the Bill.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK said he though
the committee should consider very care
fully before committing it~elf to thE
proposition of winding up any business
which was llot illegal, eompulsorily with
out giving some compensation. In thie
case it was not possible for the Legislativ(;
Council to give any compensation. 11 he
only thing they could do was to allow a
little time to the company to work out
their own salvation. He thought it would
be a very dangerons priuciple to affirm
that businesses were to be wound up with·
out compensation being allowed. He
might state that he had 110 sympathy at
all with this particular company, because
he thought it was the general opinion of
the Council that practically these coupons
wore a parasitic growth on trade, but at
the salne time he certainly thought that
it would be only fail' to allow the company
the extra time proposed. As far as the .
q nestion of notice was concerned, he would
point out that the only notice the company
could have was the fact of the Bill becoming law. Under these circumstances he
felt bound to support the alUend mcut.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE stated that
he thought it was only fail' tlw,t a l'C,tSOl1able time should be niforded to the company before closing it up. It would be
very unfair indeed if the company were to
be closed up all at Ollce. If the company
guaranteed that they would not issLle
coupons after the three months' limit,
then he thought a term of six months
might be allowed to them t.o wind up their
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business. Perhaps the Solicitor-General
could see his way to assent to this.
Tho Hon. A. WYNNE said that that
was the very propmiition he had put
forward-the company should not issue
any coupons after the 1st of March nextand he thought that was a reasonable time
to allow. 1'hey could take as long as they
liked afterwards to realize their property
and redeem their coupons. Mr. Levi had
stated that the letter to which he (Mr.
,,,Tynne ) had ref.erred wasfroma discharged
employe of the company. He did not
know that it was a letter from a discharged
employe, but i1.l many cases it was only
from such persons that any evidence of
trickery could be' obtained. ~rhe letter
was from Sydney. and was addressed to
H. Russell, Esq., 'rhe Co-operative Coupon
Company Limited, Newcastle. 'When one
read between the lines it was very evident
what ,vas meant. For example, there was
this sentence :'Winn,--Do not let this man be barred.

Honorable members knew what being
"barred" meant. It really meant boycottedI feel sure you will get him. I wanted to
introduce you to him. Work him very quietly.
A Iso, keep the wa.y open for Scott. Hal' no
one if you can help it. If that part of the
business is left to us we will guard
every member's interest. Bell I think yon will
also get. You can ta.l k yery strong upon our
career, and present indications of what we
intend doing for Newcastle members. We are
sure to make it yery interesting for some people
in Newcastle.

Mr. Levi stated also that the company
were very anxious to pay 208. in the £1,
but what did this letter say~If there be much complaint about "red's"
va.lues, point out that we lHwe always pledged
onrseh'es to certain ,Ta.lnes, and in the absence
of goods at any tiole when liquidating we
a.gree to pay at least Is. 6d. per 100 for all
. coupons presented.

That was 12s. in the £1.
The Hon. N. LEvr.-That is not Melbourne.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said it was the
same company. It traded in Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelaide, Ball arai, and Geelong.
It was a mere farce to say that this did
not 9.pply to Melbourne. If the company
pla.yed tricks in Newcastle, were they
going to act differently in Melbourne?
He felt that the committee would be doing
the company every justice by allowing
them to issue coupons until the 1st March.
Indeed, this would be treating them very
liberally.

Abol-it-ion B-ill.

The HOll. N. LEVI observed that be-'
had previously oOlitted to point out that.
although there were <1, certain number of
traders who had asked for this Bill to be
carried, some of the largest deputations
that had ever waited on the present
Premier had asked for tho continuance of
the conpon system. A petition was also
presented in favour of the system, which
was signed by 16,000 persons. He hoped
the committee would conHcnt to the·
extension of t.he time to the 1st J nne.
The amendment to omit the word
" January" was agreed to.
On the q uestioll that the blank be·
filled np by the insertion of the word
"J une,"
The HOll. J .. M. PRA'rT said he
thought the committee should have ~ome
statement from the company as to when.
they were going to stop the issue of
coupons, and how they proposed to redeem
them.
The Hon. A. W YNNE.-How are you
going to get that information ~
'rhe Hon. J. M. PRATT said that
possibly Mr. Levi might obtain the·
information if the clause was postponed.
The Hon. W. B. GRAY remarked that
he thought that Parliament should deal
fairly "'.lith the company, whether it was
good or bad; and, as a matter of British
just.ice, he would be in favour of allowing
them the extension of time to June.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that a
statement had been handed him by Mr.
Levi, which showed that from April to,
September this year-that was a period
of six months-the Coupon Company had
issued 13,866,000 coupons, and within the
same period they had redeemed 13,297,391"
while there had been returned to them, he
supposed by traders, 12,65.5 coupons.
This showed that during the period mentioned, the company had redeemed nearly
as lUany coupons as they issued. Therefore, there was no possibility, if the C0111pany went on in the same way, that there
would be a larger number of coupons left
on their hands unredeemed at the expiration of the time proposed than there
were now. It might be asked, "How do
we know how long the company will take·
redeeming their coupons ~ " He might
point out that they would have to redeem
them as they were presented. If they
were not redeemed as presented, the com, pally could be compulsorily wOlmd up by
any of the creditors.
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE observed that
there were two points which ought to be
considered. The goods which were ordered
by the Coupon Company from home, and
which were coming out here, were of rather
a peculiar kind, largely electroplate, and
if thos,e goods were thrown on the market,
it would be so flooded with them that th<;ly
would be practically yalueless to the indentol's. As to the public, it would be
known when this measure became law that
in six months' time the coupons were not
likely to be worth much, and therefore
traders and the public would not take
marlY coupons within the next few months.
He thonght that if the company was given
until June it would only be an act of
justice.
The committee divided on the question
that the. word "June" be insertedAyes...
14
Noes
9
Majority for the amendment

5

AyES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Baillieu,
Black,
Davies,
Embling
Gray,
Grimwade,
Levi,
McBryde,

Mr. Crooke,
" Melville,
" Morey,
" Payne,
Sir Arthur Snowden.,

Mr. McDonald,
"
"
"

Pitt,
Pratt,
Smith.
TeUer.~.

Mr. Godfrey,
" Sachse.
NO.ES.
~11'.

Thornley,
\Vynne. .
'l.'ellers.
Mr. Sternberg,
" Abbott.
"

Discussion took place
which was as follows : -

on clause 2,

In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context" Sale" includes the exchange or other disposition of any property.
" Trader" means any person, firm, or
company carrying on any business who
issues trading stamps to customers.
"Trading stamp" includes any stamp,
coupon, cover, package. document,
means, or device supplied by any
trading st::tmp company, or issued by
any tra.der, which ell titles the holder
thereof to demand and receive from
any trading stamp company, or from
any person, firm, or company other
than the said trader, any money or
goods.
"Trading sta,mp company" means and
includes any person, firm, or company,
who supplies ::tny trading stamps to
any trader and undertakes to redeem
the same, or that the same will be
Iredeemed by giving or delivering to
the holder thereof any money or
\ goods.

Abolition Bill.
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The Hon. J, M. DAVIES observed that
Mr. Harwood, who was absent, had given
notice of some amendments in this clause.
The first of th0se amendments was to
omit the words, in the definition of trader,
"who issues trading stamps to customers."
After looking carefully into the clause, he
(Mr. Davies) thought it would be bAtter
if these words were left out, so that the
definition of trader would read "trader
means any person, firm, or company carrying on any bllsiness." He did not think
allY restriction of the word" trader" was
required. He therefore begged to moveTh::tt the words" who issues trading stamps
to customers" (lines 4-5) be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked
that Mr. Harwood had also given llotice of
amendments in connexion whh the definition of "trading stamp," but he (Mr.
Davies) did not propose to move those
amendments, as he did not think they
were necessary. Heference had been made
to certain firms that dealt in tea, in
connexion with which it was said that
this Bill would put a stop to the coupons
issued by them. He very much doubted,
however, whether that would be so. In
the clause it was provided that" trading
stamp" should illclude any stamp,
coupon, &c., "which entitles the holder
thereof to demand and receive" any
money or gQods. Now, in the case of one
tea firm which issued coupons, this would
not apply, because the bolding of a coupon
did not entitle the holder to "demand and
reeei ve" any money or goods.
Once
a month there was a drawing in connexion
with this firm. The numbers drawn were
advertised, and any person holding the
coupon with the corresponding number
was entitled to receive a prize, but the
holdel1 of every cOQPon was not so entitled.
In the case of another firm certificates
were issued, and the person who collected
the largest number of cert.ificates in a
particular month received a prize. The
mere holding of a certificate or a coupon,
however, did not eliltitle a perion to a.
prize. He very much doubted, therefore,
whether the Bill would stop the issue of
coupons by Ulf~se firms, or if it was
intended to do so.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK said he would
af)k some of the legal members of the
Council to state whether this clause would
not cover the issue of a cheque ~ It provided that "t.rading stamp" was to
include any stamp, coupon, cover, &c.,
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issued by any trader which entitled the
holder thereof to demand and receive'
"any money or goods." A cheque was a
document which entitled the holder to
receive a certain amount (1)f mouey, and
therefore it would appear that the
definition would cover the case of a
cheque.
'1'he Hcrm. G. GODFREY said there was
nothing in the question. A cheq ue was an
order for the payment of money, and
would not come under this definition.
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE remarked
that members ought to be quite sure that
the s'amped document would not interfere
with ordinary business. To him it
appeared that there was some mischief in
connexion with it. 'TV ould the SolicitorGeneral say what he thought of it 1
The Hon. A. WYNNE said he thought
the Bill would have to be re6lommitted to
re-insert the words which were struck out
by the amendment moved by Mr. Dayies,
on behalf (1)f Mr. Harwood. Without
those words, "trader" moant any person carrying Oll any business. He intended to ask the House to recommit
the clause to deal with that matter.
On clause 4, which was as follows :-

Abolition Bill.

public and the company.
move-

He begged to

That the clause be struck out.

Mr. Davies' amendment was withdrawn,
and the clause was struck out.
The Bill was then reported with
amendments, and the amendments were
adopted.
1'he Hon. A. "VYNNE movedThat the Bill be now recommitted for the
purpose of considering clause 2.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was recommitted.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE movedThat after the word "business" in the
definition of "trader" the following words be
inserted, "who issues trading stamps to customers."

The amendment was agreed to.
'l'hoBill was then reported with a further
amendment, and the amendment was
adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. A. 'VYNNE,
the Bill was read a third time and pas£ed.

COAL J\HNES BILL.
The House went into committee for the
. further consideration of this Bill.
Discllssion took place on clause 22,
which W:.lS as follows : With respect to any trading stamps issued
(1.) In every mine required by this A~t to be
before the passing of this Act the following

provision shall apply :-1£ such trading stamps
issued by the trader to any pe.rson have been
supplied to such trader by any trading stamp
company, sllch trading stamp company shall be
liable to give 01' deliver to the holder thereof
cash to the valne of 14s. in the £1 for every
full book of stamps, or relatively to the cash
value of stamps in such hook, or goods to an
equal value at the option of the trading stalllP
company. If the trading stamp company fails
or refuses to observe and perform the lia,hility
imposed on such trading stamp company by
this section, the holder may recover from
snch company in a.ny court of competent
jurisdiction pa.yment of the cash valne of the
stamps held a.nd presented by such holder,

Tho Hon. J. M. DAVIES tlJovedThat the word" passing" (line 2) be omitted,
with a view of inserting the word" commencement."

The Hon. N. LEVI said he would like
to know whether the committee thought
it necessary t·o pass this clause at all? It
might as well be omitted, inasmuch as it
was intended to make the alteration which
the company desired, namely, to Sll bstitute 20s. for 14s.
1'ho Hon. E. E. SMITH remarked that
ho saw no necessity whatever for the
clause. What was desired was to stop
the coupon system, but not do anything
ill regard to the contract between the

under the control of a certificated manager,
daily personal supervision shall be exercised
and underground ilJspection made, either by
the manager or by an uuder-manager, or overmau, nominated in writing by the owner or
managcr of the mine.
(2.) E\"cry person so nominatcd must hold
either a first-class 01' second-class certificate
under this Act, and shall, in the absence of
the manager, have the same responsibility,
and be subject to the same liability as the
manager muler this Act; but the nomina.tion
of an unde1'-IlJ,mager or an over-man shall not
affect the personal responsibility of the manager
under this Act.

The Hon. 'V. L. BAILLIEU ll10vedTha.t the words "untlergroullll inspection
ma.de" (line 4) be omitted.

He said he desired to have these words
omitted, because it would be imp(!)ssible
to carry out the provision.
The Hon. A. \VYNNE renaarked that
he had a copy of the rules under whieh
the companies were working, and one of
the rules contained this provision.
The
rule said that the over· man should ouce
every da.y visit as many of the working
places in the mine as, having regard to
his other duties, it might be reasonable
and practicable for him to visit, and
should instruct the incoming deputy or
other official on each working day to visit

Coal J.1fines

places that he (the over-man) had not
visited. It seemed to him that this was
a very reasonable provision to apply to
coal mines, where there was always a
danger of explosion. Gas generfl.ted in
these mines, and it was necessary to have
strict inspection to obviate aecidents and
explosions.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING pointed
out that the inspection had to be made
whether necessary or not. In many mines
there were parts that it was unnecessary
-to visit every day. The clause made it
imperative that a person holding a firstclass or second-class certificate should go
through the mine every day.
The Hon. A. VVYNNE.-It says "or
over-man."
The Hon. vV. H. EMBLING said that
the clause also sbted "every person so
nominated must hold either a first-class or
second-class certificate."
The Hon. G. GODFREY remarked that
Mr. Baillieu's amendment was simply to
strike out " underground inspection
made." Everything else was provided for
hy the clause, which stated that daily
personal supervision should be exercised.
~rhe honorable member did not propose to
interfere with that part of the clause.
~rhe Hon. 'V. L. BAILLIEU pointed
out that by rule 4 of the schedule the
inspection had to be ninde before the
shift commenced. That would be impracticable. The rille referred to by the
Solicitor-General ollly provided t.hat this
inspection should be carried out as far as
it might be reasonable and practicable.
That was not in the schedule.
1'he Ron. A. ·WYNNE.-I ha\'e no objection to those words being imserted.
'fhe amendment was withdrawn.
'fhe Hon. vV. L. BAILLIEU moved-;That the words " as far as may be reasonable
and practicable" be inserted after the word
" made" (line 4).

The amendment was agreed to.
On clause 33, which provided for the
imposition of a penalty on any unqualified
person takihg charge of machinery, aDd
elf which sub-clause (3) was as fo11ow8 : Air winches (not used for raising and lowering men), sinking pumps, and boring machines
shall not be deem eeL to be " machinery" within
the meaning of this section,

The Hon. V'l. L. BAILLIEU movedThat the words "air winches" be omitted,
with a vicw of insert.ing the words "machines
driven hy electricity or air ;" and that the words
"sinking pumps and boring machines" be
omitted.
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He said it was recognised in mines that
air winches or electric machinery not used
for raising and lowering the 111Ien need not
be driven by oertificated men.
The Hon. A. vVYNNE said he was
.anxious that machinery used for raising
and lowering the men. should not be in the
hands of untrained persoIl8. As he understood the amendment, it did not apply to
machinery for raising and lowering the
men, and therefore, he did not see any
objection to it.
'rhe Hon. ,,y.13. GRAY observed that,
in his experieuce, there had been no accident underground through allowing uncertificated men or even boys to use the
winches for raising and lowering the men.
There was no such thing as employing
certificated men for this purpose. . The
winches moved so slowly that there was
no danger.
The HOll. J. M. DAYIEs.-There seems
to be no objection by the coal mineowners.
The HOll. ·W. B. GRAY said it was a
serious matter, and why not allow the
thing .to remain as at present. If the
words "not used for raising and lowering
the men were left ont, he would agree
to the amendment as prop()sed by Mr.
Baillieu.
Progress was then reported.
1'he HO~lse adjourned at two minutes
past ten o'clock, until Tuesday, November
19.
)l

LEGISLATIVE
Wednesday, 13

ASSEMBLY.

N01'emb~T,

1901.

The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o:clock p.m.
ACTING CLERKS IN THE RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.
Mr. ROBINSON, in the absence of Ml·.
EWEN CAMERON (Portland)
asked the
Minister for Hailways the following question:::; :1. If the application for classification ma.d e
to the acting commissionel' by t hose discharging the duties of acting clerks has received the considera,tion promised, namely, to
be dealt with unqer a general principle?
2. Does the classification adopted provide
that those 'who perform services to the State
equivalent to those of a higher classification
shall receive remuneration in accordance with
the services rendered?
3. If the classification adoption in the "Bill to
be submitted to Parliament does not provide
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that services rendered allll merit proved shall be
fully recognised, will he make such .am.endments in it as will embody these prmclples
before the measure is introduced?

Mr. TRENWITH.-The question is a
rather involved one, and probably honorable member::; will not clearly' understand
it. A nllmber of persons have been employed at clerical work, who were enga;ged
to do non-clerical work, some of them
becansc they wero injured and rendered
unfit to do the work for which they were
engaged. Out ·of consideration and commiseration, they were given clerical work,
which they can do, but witbout having
passed the examination that clerks have
to pass. Some other!:> have been taken in
for whom that excuse cannot be offered.
There is a feeling-I think a justifiable
feeling - that the men who aro doing the
work, if they are doing it satisfact.orily,
should get the money, and if they are not
doing it satisfactorily, that they should
not be permitted to do it. The acting
commissioner points out that this is a
long stallding difficulty that has been bequeathed to him, and that he has made
some sort of provision for it in the ,classification just prepared, and which unfortunately the Government cannot see it~
way to iLltroduce at present. I have
asked him, and he has promised to make
some special proposal '"ith reference to
these meu, and that proposal will be eubmitted before the session eloses. Honorable members will, thorefore, kuow what
it i~, and if it is unsatisfactory they will
be able to do what geems to them wise.
rrhat is all I can say to-day. rrhe acting
commis8ioller has undertaken to go into
tho matter with me, and have a settlemellt that he hopes will be satisfactory
before tho sessioll closes.

WAGES IN THE RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.
Mr. PHENDEHGAS'l' asked the Minister of HailwaysIf he intends to take any steps to give effect
to the unanimous decision of this House of 30th
January 1900. as follows : (a) Wages should be paid every fortnight to
tile lower paid men?
'
(b) Permanent way men should be paid 7s. per
day after ten years at the latest?
(c) Portel's who entered the ra:ilways on a
promise of 7s. per day as a maXImum should
l'eceive that w.tge after ten years at the
latest?
(d) Casual ha,nds shoulcl be allowed after
twelve months' service a few of the usual
privileges as to holidays and passes?

Railway Department.

Mr. 'l'RENvVITH. -Honorable members will remember that the whole question of more freqnent payments was
brouaht up some time ago by the honorable ~omber for Melbourne North, and
that the Premier theu undertook to get
from the varions accountants in the public
service as accnrate a statemcnt as possible
as to the cxpellse involved, and to give
the House the information. Tho Premier
is not here at present, but as far as the
Rail way department is conaerned, I have
the following information ,:(a) About 4,000 of the daily p~id staff are

now being paid fortmghtly, and
little, if anythillg, further can he
done until the Health depal'tment
vacates the rooms now occupied by
it, awl more aceommodation is available.

With reference to (a), I t.horoughly
indorse the principle of paying the lower
paid men at the slwrtcst possible. inte~vals,
and I am doing all I mm to achIeve It.
(b) This is being done:.
.
(c) 'The acti:,g commlsslOner IS not aware

of any snch promise. Th~ statement
hal:! been freqllen1ly made, hut has
never been backed by documentary
evidence. In a printed slip, furnished
to the Government in 1898, it was
stated that "in the GOL·el'nment
Gazette of 1888, 1/:)89, and 1890," 7s.
per day was quoted a~ th: maximum
for porters, but exanllnatlOn proved
this to be incorrect. In the proposed classificat,io.n submi~te~l recently by t.he actmg COI11U1ISSlOner,
provision is m~de for.porters rea.ching 7s. at varymg perlOcls, accordmg
to age of entry into service.
(d) At present, supernumeraries employed
contmuously for not less than two
years are granted privilegell tickets
at one-fourth of the ordinary rates,
as desired, for journeys for themselves or their wives. In addition,
supernumerary employes are granted
periodical tickets at hal£ rates between their place of employment
and their hOHles~ As t hey gain the
benefit of any improvement in rates
of pay which may occur from time
to time in the labour· market, the
a,ctillg commissioner does not see
how he can reasonably concede anything further.

'With referenee to their getting the pay
given out8ide, that is :::, inatter Ol~ '~hich
I feel strongly, and the comr:I1lSSlOner
haR decided \hat casual hanels shall get,
Hot the lowest, but tbe rate of pay
generally prevailing.
LEONGATHA LABOUR COLONY;
Mr. KEAST (in the absence of Mr.
NICHOLS) asked' the Commi5sioner for
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Crown Lands and Survev if it was his
intention to niake available for closer
settlement purposes the land now comprised in the Leongatha Labour Colony?
:Mr. DUGGAN.-I regret exceedingly
that I cannot give a definite answer
to-day. The whole matter is now under
seriOl.ls consideration, and has been for
the last two or three weeks. In all
probability, in the course of eight or tEn
.days, I shall be able to give the House
;some definite information on the matter.
EXTRA SHEEP TRUCKS ON THE
RAILWAYS.
Mr. EWEN CAMRH.ON (Portland)
said he wished to a,sk the Minister of
Railways n, question, by leave, A deputation waited on the Miuister some time
.ago \:ith regard to the provision of extra
:sheep trucks for the busy season. Probably the request was being provided for
·on the Estimates. rrhe request was that
100 extra sheep trucks should be provided. He wished to know if provision
'had been made for these extra trucks, and
if the Minister could see his way to have
twenty of them provided as soon as possible
,before the busy season?
Mr. TH.EN'WrrH.-I answered this
.question the other evening, in reply to the
honorable member for Anglesey.
Provision has been made in the Railway Loan
Application Bill, but it will be impossible
,to do much of the work with propriety
until that Bill is passed. Feeling the
urgency of the matter, 1 n.l1thorized the
.acting commissioner SQl11e time ago to get
the necessary material, and 1 have since
.authorized him to go 9n with the work.
I have taken the risk of a.uthorizing the
.expenditnre of some £10,000 in anticipation. The matter is so urgent that I
lutve no doubt the Honso will carry it.
VERMIN DESTRUCTION BILL.
The a.mendments made by the Legislative Council in this Bill were ta.ken into
,consideration.
'Sir SAMUEL G1LLO'1'rr moved-That the amendments be disagreed with.

He said that they were the omissions of
·clauses 3, 4, and 5. Another place had,
therefore, virtually wiped out nearly the
whole of the provisions of the Bill.
Honorable members wOllld recollect the
.case of Cheyne v. The East Loddon Shir'e
.and ce1'tain other persons, in which
·.tho Full Court held that the sections

Dest?'lwt.ion Bill.
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referred to only applied to land within a
special area. He believed he was correct
in stating that it waf:! the intention of the
House, as appeared in tho legi~lation in
question, that the three sections should be
limited to land within [t certain area.
Certain private owners, not bein~ satisfied
with the decision of the Full Court, appealed to the Pri vy Con lloi I, and on that
appeal the decisioll of the Full Court was
set asido, and it was held that any com;ent
to fence at.1Y road was good, whether the
land was within or without a special area.
rrhe late Attorney-General (Mr. Isaacs)
made a promise that he would introduce
a Bill in order to correct what appeared
to be an error, looking at it in the light of
the docision of the Privy Council, and in
order that the illtentioll of Parliament
should prevfl,il.
The 3rd, 4th, and
5th clauses had becn prepared by Mr.
Isaacs. rrhe 4th and 5th clauses, which
had been struck ont, substituted the Governor in Council ill lieu of the shire;
that was to say that persons \yere to obtain consents from the Governor in Council for closing in the roa.ds and preventing
the public having access to them except by
swing-gate15. The 5th clause was very
necessary, because there was no provision
showing how the sanctionsorconsents could.
be got rid of. As it stood, it looked as if the
consents of the shires remained for all
time. rrhere was no provisiou in the Act
whereby a shire migbt withdraw the consent given.
Mr. FosrrER.-It is destroying what we
have already created .
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT saH he took it
that they wero only permissive, and
that it was never intended t.hat they
sh<ould last for all time. There might be
tl, Jargo settlement of population, and it
might be necessary that the people should
have free access to the King's highway.
He must ask the Honse to disagree with
the amendments of another phlce, so that
the Bill might be resubmitted, when he
trusted another pLlCC might take a more
favorable view of the matter.
Mr. GIrJLlES.-Did the Minister ill anothcrplace understand the conditions nnder
which the Bill was origmally introduced ~
Sir SAMU EL GILLOTT said he
thought tbe Minister did, but it appeared
that thp,re was Rtrong opposition on the
part of some honorable members in
another place .
Mr. 'fAVERNER -They did not 1111derstand it.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said they people whose characters" have not yet
seemed to have simply struck out the been thoroughly formed -are employed
clauses, in accordance with their wisdom in connexiol1 with the extraction of
A
and judglllent, as he presumed. He thought gold by Ollr crushing mills.
another opportunity should be given shore time ago a case of this kind
to that Chamber to consider their former occurred at Bendigo: A lad wbo was redecision. He need not refer to the litiga- ceiving a very small wage was suddenly
tion at any greater length, except to say tempted, prObably, judging from what
that he believed Mr. Cheyne died in the occurred in the court when he was prosecourse of the litigation, and that the liti- cuted, to take a small quantity of amalgation had involved the executors of his gam, which could be very easily done,"
estate in a yery large liability.
He from the copper plates at tho battery.
believed they had paid some £400 The theft was discovered, and the lad who
or £500 already for the costs of stole the amalgam was brought before thethe appeal to the Privy Council, and the court.
Considering the good character
shire was now proceeding against the that the lad had borne up to that time,
executors in order to recover the C(i)sts of and tile great temptatiol.l he was subthe proceedings in the court below. It jected to, the court took a lenient view of
was a striking lesgon that persons should the case, and did not pass a very heavy
exercise every caution before they sentence, thus giving the lad another
launched intu litigation of this character. chance of retrieving his position and reIt had been said that litigation was in- pairing the error he had committed. As
itiated in the interests of a large number I stated at Maldon, last February, there
of farmers. The Full Court was unani- has been at wQrk, all through the State,.
mous that the sections were to be con- "not lately alone, but for a considerable
strued as applying to land within a time past, an organized band of minespecial area.
Unfortunately the Privy robbers, not consisting of men working in
mines at all, but of men who have made it
Council had taken the opposite view.
Mr. HENNEssY.-The Bew Reform Bill theil' business to proceed through the
w:i11 stop all this. Under it we will have a gold-fields of the St9.te, looking in two
directions for the opportunity to steal
conference of the two Houses.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he did gold. rrhe one direction ill which they have
not know so much about that. He did looked was where a very rich find of gold
not suppose there would bo a double dis- had been mot with in any mine. Then a
plot was made to visit that mine on a
solution in every case.
Sunday or holiday, ,,;hen the miners were
The amendments were disagreed with.
not working, and extract as much gold as
GOLD-BUYERS LICENSING BILL.
they possibly could.
This system was
Mr. BURTON moved the second read- proved to the hilt by a case of conspiracy
ing of this Bill. He said-The Bill now that occurred a short time since at Benpresented to honorable members is one digo, \\' here some of the men were caught
that has been nmch talked about for It in the act. ,The whole plot was laid bare
great number of years, and I am sure it before the court, and those men are now
has been in the minds of all those con- suffering the j nst penalt.y of their
nected with mining since the employment crime. They were in no way connected
of men underground. It will be easy to with mines, but kept a watch on mines
understand that the great difficulty in where rich gold was discovered for the
connexi(ln with the employment of men purpose of helping themselves. Another
is that it is not possible for the employer class of mine robbers took care to observe
to choose them with a certainty that where a mine battery was in an exposed
everyone of them will be found above sus- place. Then, as in a recent caso, the carepicion. Let me say at the outset. that I tal<er of the battery was suddenly condo not believe that the miners of this fronted by armed mell, who demanded his
State are allY more dishonest than any submission and the handing over of the
other class of the community; in fact, keys of the battery-house, or of the grating
considering the extraordinary temptations over the copper plates. In some such
to "which these men are exposed, it may oases the caretakers have been treated with
happen sometimes that a man of the great violence. In a caso that occurred a
highest honour may be suddenly overcome short time ago the mine robbers, having
by them. A large number of youths- overcome the unfortunate watchman, tied
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hil:l hands behind his back, and when he
would not tell them where they could get
the keys, and refused to open his month,
the robbers drove a wedge through his
teeth into his month and almost down
his throat, in order to gag him. But I
need not occupy the time of the House by
describing how that kind of thing has
been going on for a number of years. I
may be asked what has all this got to do
with the Bill ~ ,V ell, the sale of every
other metal besides gold is restricted, and
surrounded with safeguards to prevent
the easy disp~sal of metals dishonestly
obtained, but no attempt has ever been
made to regulate the sale of gold, as provided in this Bill. Now, I think I lleed
not proceed further" ith tilO argument to
show the necessity for this Bill. 1'he
measure has been asked for by the mineowners, and strongly by the working
miners, who keenly resent any unfair
treatment being meted out to them,
as was done in a case .. hat was brought
before the House only the other day by
the honorable member for Eaglehawk,
who related how a number of honest
miners had been treated ill a very cruel
way at the Clarence mine in Bendigo.
Great indignity was placed on those
miners by the mauner of searching them
adopted at the mine. 1'hey were stripped
stark naked, and compelled to pass before
an officer of justice who had been brought
out to examine them. In that case, the
injustice to the men was greatly eo.lphasized by the fact that it was not every
man who was thus searched, bnt, as the
men passed out of the shaft, a miner here
and there was sent into the changiug
house to strip and be searched. Those
miners did perfectly right in resenting
such a high-handed and unmanly mode
of procedure. All the more so, because
in that case there was nothing found
to justify the cruel sllspicion under
which those men were placed.
One
of them feels the indignity so much
that he is about, I understand, to take
proceedings in court to vindicate his
character.
Mr. SfIlELS.-Hc/I\v does that painful incident bear on this Bill ?
Mr. BURTON.-It shows that, there
being nl) check at all on the disposal of
gold which is not bonestly got, there is a
suspicion in the minds of owners, in certain cases, that some of their employes
arc taking away gold and disposing of it.
In the ease of the men employed at the
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Clarence mine, Bendigo, that suspicion
turned out to be unfonnded.
Mr. FOSTER.-'Vhy don't you state
plainly the fact that the working miners
arc selling gold as well as the minerobbers?
Mr. BUHTON.-'l'he honorable gentleman had fi ve years of office as Minister of
Mines, and probably he knew what he
now states to be the fact. If he did so,
I hope he took some action in the matter.
I do not know it to be a fact, and I repudiate the statement that the millers of
,victoria are allY more dishonest than any
other dass in the State. I do not think
the honorable gentlemau means what he
said, but that he is having a little joke at
my expense.
Mr. SHIELs.-I cannot see the be'1,rillg
on this Bill of the episode yon arc bringing before the House.
Mr. BURTON.-Well, perhaps it is
my want of clearness in making this explanatiou.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The Minister of Mines
means that, there being no other way of
checking the miners, the mine-owners
have to resort to the means he has
described.
Mr. BURTON.-Certainly. The mineowners think they are forced to take
those means to protect their property,
which this Bill will helj) to protect in
another and a. better ,ray altogether,
namely, by making it very hard to dispose of gold which it cannot be proved
had been got. in a legitimate and honest
way.
Mr. GILLIES.-I do not think this Bill
has been well thought out.
Mr. BUH.TON.- Well, like all legislation taking a new departure, as this
Bill does as far as gold is cOllcerned, it
may be that the honorable member for
'foOl·ak, who has had a long c(!lllJexion
with the mining industry, IS just the man
to assist in making this measure perfect
where at present it is imperfect. He has
always been willing to help to improve
ollr legislation. 1'hat is the honorable
gentlemnn's character in this House, and
t look to him for help in perfecting this
Bill. The measure proposes, in order to
make for thesafetyof those whoinvest their
money in gold mines, to protect them as
much as it can by making it as hard as
possLble to dispose of gold which bas been
dishonestly obtained. That is the shortest
wayill which I can describe the intention of
this Bill. I need not remind the honorable
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member for NOl'manby, who knows botter applicants. Clause 6 sets f\)rth that certhan I do, that it was found neces~ary in tificates are not to be issued unless the
regard to 11:1 other motals to provide safe- warden l'ecommends that the applicant is
.guards with rer:;pect to the disposn.l of fit to be the holder of a licence_ It is
metals, as has been dono in the Metals considered that the warden is in a better
Act, so that some reco1'd may be kept position to testify to the character of an
with rega.rd to whom corta,in metal was applicaut than any ot.her person. Clause
bought from, by whom it was purchased, 7 does not require that tile manager or
and as much as possible of what can be representative of a banking company
known about it, the object being to pre- should obtain a certificate from the war·
vent tho easy disposal of metals which den when applying for a licence. It is
ha.ve been di:shonestly acquirod. Coming assumed that the manager Ot· repref3entato the Bill itself, we find that the measure tive of a bank must be a man whose
provides that only those persons who a.re character is unimpeachable, or he would
licensed shall be allowed to purchaHo gold: not be employed by the btmk. Clanse 8
1.'hero iH flo feo of 20s. which each gold- provides that certincates are not to be
buyer will borequired to payfor his licence. issued to any Chinese person, and" Chinese
The intention of this Bill is not to make person" includes any person baving a
:revenue, and, therefore, it is a matter of Chinese father or a Chinese mother.
no consequence whether the amount of
Mr. FOSTER. - What about the halfthe licenco-fee to be charged is 20s. or breeds ~
only 2s. 6d., or any other nominal fee.
Ml'. BURTON.-'What are they7: Clause
lt has been represented to me by the 8 seems t(\) be a drastic provision, but all
bauking commuility that it would be il11 . the information we have on the subject
proper to charge, in their case, a fee of shows that a very large q uuntity of the
20s. from euch of their branches, because gold that is improperly obtained is distha.t wonld mean, they say, a heavy tax posed of to Chinese gold-buyers.
()n them, and in sOine small places it
Mr. KIR'l'oN.-Is that really the cn.se 7
might mean the shutting up of particular
bnUlchcs, as far as gold buying is conMr. BURTON.-rl'he police reports
cerned, ::leeillg that ollly small purchases from different places fully sllpport that
of gold are made there. However, as I view, and show tha.t the Chinese are very
have sa.id, it is not the olojeet of this Bill large buyers of gold that is supposed to
to make revenue, but to have all gold- be improperly obtained. Clallse 9 probnyel's licensed, and therefore the amonnt vides that gold-buyers' certifi cates are to
of the fee is neither here nor there. In be void unless the licence-fee is puid_ Of
the nrst place, notice of intention to course, that i8 a nece:!>sary provision. A
apply for a gold-buyel"s lice1lCe has to licence must be paid for before it can be
be delivered by Hle applicant to the clerk used. The clause provides for the issue
-of the conrt of petty sessions nearest to of a. 1icence on the production of the
the place where be intends to carryon necessary certificate and the payment of
bnsillcss. That notice mUFJt be lodged the fee. Clanse 10 provides for the issue
llOt less than seven days, and not more of certificates for the renewal of licences
tlmn a. month, before the time fixed for for a further period of twel ve months. It
the hearillg of the application in the will be perceived that a gold-buyer's
court. There must be attached to each licence is only to he good for twelve
'application a certificate from the wardell months, and must be renewed before the
for the district approving of the character end of Decemloer ill each yea.r_ This clause
of the person who applies for a licence to merely provides for the renewal of a licence
purchaso gold. Tbe pnrpose of clause 4, which has expired. Clause 11 provides
which provides for the notice of intention that all licences granted or renewed shall
to apply for ~\, licem:e, is to enable objec- remain in force till the last da.y of Decemtions to be lodged against the issue of a ber of the year in which such licences are
licence on the ground of the unfitness of issned, unless they are sooner revoked.
the applicant to be a licensed gold-buyer. Clause 12 sets forth that persons may be
'Tfhn.t is the object of reI( uiring the not ice heard in opposition to the grant ur the
of the applica.tion to 1:e lodged at least renewal of licences. This is a very imseven days before the licence is actually portant provision.
Should it become
.applied for in court. Cbuse 5 ellJpowers known to the police or any other person
jllstices of the peace to issue certificates to interested that an individual has been in
Ml". Bu/·lon .
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the habit of purchasing gold which is supposed to have been wrongly obtained, this
dause permits that person to go into court
.and give evidence to show why that individual shonld not be granted a gold-buyer's
licence, or why the renewal of his licence
.should be refused. Clause 13 relates
to the payment of the fee. Clause 14 deals
with therevocationor suspension oflicences
by a court of petty sessions.
Clause 15
provides that the clerk of the court of
petty sessions shall register particulars of
the registration of licences 01' renewals, or
l'cvocations of the same. That is lleces,sary in order to show who are the persons
who have be~m licensed, and it is consequential Oll clause 14. Clause 16 states
that in atly proceedings for the contravention of the provisions of this measure,
unless a person produces his licence, he
shall be deemed to be unlicensed, thus
throwing on the person charged with being
an unlicensed purchaser of gold the onus
of proving that he holds a gold-buyer's
licence. Clause 17 provides that the
licensee mnst produce his licence and
books 011 demand by a justice of the
peace or the police. This provision will
be quite necessary in order to ascertain
whether the Act is being contravened.
Clause 18 states that all entries in a goldbuyer's books shall be deemed to have
been made by him. Of course, if the
gold-buyer is licensed and employs somebody else to make the entries in his books,
we must have some guarantee that all
those elltries are of such a character as
to carry some authority on the face of
them. It must not be possible for a person to do something by an agel'lt that he
would not be permitted to do himself.
Therefore the entries in a gold·buyer's
books made by his agent will be
taken and deemed to have been
made by himself. Clanse 19 is a
very important provision. It provides
that a licensed gold-buyer may require
.any gold-seller to make a declaration as
to where the gold he is offering for sale
was obtained. 'l'hat cla\lse is the crux of
the Bill, because it provides the best
means of detecting fraud. It will not be
JJecessary to make a declaration as to
where the gold was obtained in every
case in which gold is sought to be disposed
.of, but in tLllY sllspicions case the OIlUS is
thrown on the licensed gold-buyer to demand from the sellel~ a declaration as to
where the gold was obtained.
Mr. GIJ,LIES.-That won't do.
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Mr. BUR'rON.-Of conrse it won't do
everything. Nothing will do with a
dishonest man, but we want to make it as
difficLllt as possible for a dishonest person
to dispose of his ill-gotten gains.
Mr. Fos'l'ER.-The gold may have gone
through twenty hands before he got it.
:Mr. BURTON.--It must have gone
through some gold-buyer's hauds. The
honorable member is 110t quite clear
enough this ~fternoon.
Mr. FOSTER.- Yon will find directly
that I am clear enough.
Mr. PRENDEHGAS1'.-How about the
man who finds gold iu a new field 1 Has
he to state w here he got the gold from,
and give the whole show away1
Mr. BURTON. -Certa,inly.
Mr. DUGGAN.-He is not likely to do
that. Le.tve the miner alone.
Mr. McKENZIE.-vYhat responsibility is
laid on the bllyer to exercise his suspicion 1
He is not com pelled to suspect anyone,
and supposing he buys gold from some one
who haH stolen it, he is not responsible.
Mr. BUHTON.-He is compelled to
make a complete record of the transaction, setting forth the uame of the person, the locality where the gold was
obtained, and any other information which
may be required.
Mr. McKENzTE.-Any one c9.pable of
stealing gold will be capable of making a
false declaration.
Mr. BURTON.-Then he brings himself clearly within the meshes of the law
by makillg a false declaration, although
you cannot prove that he has stolen the
gold he is sellillg. Clause:W provides that
a licensed gold-buyer shall llOt sell or deal
with the gold he 'buys withill a certain
specified time. This provision is deomed
necessary to further obstruct the sale of
stolen gold.
Mr. FOS'l'ER.- What do YOIl mean by
the terrn ,. any unwrought gold?"
Mr. BUHTON.-I suppose the honorable member's vratch is wrought gold, and
so is hi::; sOYereign, if he has got one in his
pocket.
Clanse 21 provideH th'lt every
person offending against the pl'ovil:lions of
the Act shall be deemed to be gl.lilty of an
offence against the Act. Clau~e 22 gives
p<owel' to make regulations.
Mr. PHENDERG.AS'L'.-\Vhy l10t give tile
regulations in a schedule to the Bill instead of, as here proposed, putting all the
power in your own hands ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-'vY e made oue mistake
in that direction, and 1 hope we never
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will make the same mistake again in COllnexion with mining.
Mr. BURTON.- Let the honorable
member for Melbourne North turn up
the clause aud see w hat powers it is possible to exercise under the regulations.
The clause empowers the Governor in
Council, by order published in the Gove'rnment Gazette, to make regnlations prescribing the form of licences, Qf applications
for licences, and of certifictttes for the
issue of licences. Does the honorable
member object to the Governor in Council
having power to draft the wording of the
licences 7
Mr. PRENDEHGAS'l'.-It should be in a
sched u]e to the Act.
}Ir. 'V. H. WTLLTAJ\fs.-Is the licellce
to be limited to a particular district, or
does it permit gold-buying over the whole
cololly?
Mr. BURTON.--It is rest.ricted to a
particular locality.
Mr. 'tV. H. WILLIAl\IS.-Is that provided
in the Bill ?
Mr. B'C'RTON.-Yes.
Mr. Vv. H. 'VILLTA~lS.- 'Where ~
Ml'. BURTON.-In connexion with the
banking institutions. The Goverm1r ill
Council is empowel'ed to m~l.ke regulations
as to the books which shall be kept by
a licensed gold-bllyer, and the form of
entries to be made therein. Surely the
honomhlc member for Melbourne North
does not think it improper to empower
the Governor in COllllCil to do that.
Mr. PHENDERGAs'I'.-Certainly not, but
why should not the whole thing be set
forth in a sched 1I1e to the Act? This Bill
is a Bill to suspect the. miner of stea.ling
gold.
Mr. BUHTON.-No, it is quite the
reverse. The (jovernor in Council is empowered to make regulations prescribing
the particnlar~ to be kept by clerks of
petty sessions with regard to the granting,
renewal, or revtt'leation of licences. Does
anyborly ohject to that ~ 1t seems to me
that the hOllorable (lIen~ ber's faul t-finding as to the character of the Bill in th$1t
regard is snch that I caunot recognise it as
legitimate crit.icism of the measure at all.
Surely the honorable member does not
object to sllch things as those being done
by regnlati()n. Surely he does not want
CUmhel'ROmn forms to be set forth in a
sched ule t,o the Bill.
Mr. PHENDEfiGAs1'.-How is it that
prescribed forms appeal' in schedules to
the Licensing Act ~
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Mr.' nUHTON.-Sub-clause
clause 22 provides that-

(2)

of

A copy of a.11 regulations ma.de under this
Act shall be laid before both Houses of Parlia-

ment within ten days after the publication
thereof if Parliament is then sitting, orifllot then
sitting then within ten days from the commencement of the next following session of Parlia-

ment.
That surely meets the objection of the
honorable lIlember for Melbollflle North.
Clause 23 provides for penalties being
imposed, and clause 24 sets forth that
proceedings are to be taken under the
provisions of the Act.
Judging from
some of tht interjections we have heard,
certain honorable members are doubtful
whether gold is being stolen, notwithsta.nding the few cases I gave, of a very
recent date, and athough it must be within
the knowledge of honorable memhers
who represent tho gold-fields that for
many years past it has been known that
very serious robberies have taken place·
in connexion with our mine batteries, and
by the removal of copper plates therefrom.
Let me read for honorable members'
information an advertist'ment, which appears every day in gold-fields papers,
showing the villany that some people
exercise in conllexion with this nefarious
trade. Here is the advertisement that
has appeared in two of our country
newspapers for yearsR. a.nd G. Abraham, of :30 Armstrong street
north (two doors from Morgan's fish shop), are
the leading gold and money brokers of Ballarat. Strict secrecy observed.

I would ask honorable members to note
the words "secrecy observed." Such an
advertisement as that is simply all inducement for persons to bring gold to
them.
Mr. KIRToN.-They are respeetable
men.
Mr. BURTON.-I do not know anything about that.
Mr. MADDRN.-Have they anything to
do with the gun Abrahams?
Mr. BURTON.-The very fact of
ad vertisements of that kind being placed
in our leading gold-fields papers shows to
what depth men can descend in their
anxiety to take part ill this trade.
Mr. KIR1'ON.-You are pntting a wrong
construction on that.
Mr. BURTON.-There may be another
construction to be placed on it. I have
much pleasure in submitting this Bill' to
the Honse. It has been long asked for
by those who have invested in gold mines.
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The Miner~' Association, who are anxious
to vindicate their characters a~ honest
men, have passed a resolution that some
such Bill as this should be brought in. I
am not very conversant with the law, but
my legal friends will uo doubt assist me
in this matter. I have dono my best to
meet what I think is a serious difficulty, and
shall be only too pleased if my legal friends
will assist me in carrying the Bill in such
a form as would give effect to what is
necessary to meet the situation, in order to
make it as difficult as possible to dispose of
gold obtained in such a way as that which
was got at Bulumwaalashort time ago, or by
any other system of that kind, from which
the mining industry suffers. It IS stated
that people will not invest in the mines,
because they sllspect t.hat· the results
of their investments are often stolen,
either at the battery or in some other way.
I would welcome the fullest criticism on
the Bill, and I hope honorable members
will endeavour to make it as perfect as
possible.
Mr. MADDEN. - 'What Act did the
Minister allude to when he spoke of
putting restriction on the sale of metals
other than gold ~
Mr. SIIIELS. -It is the old measure
about dealing in old iron, and' relates to
marine dealers.
Mr. BUH/l\)N.-I believe that is the
()ne.
Mr. SHIELS.-I come to the consideration of tbis Bill with an absolutely open
mind, bnt the Minister's explanation of
the Bill, and the attempted justification
which he has offered for these stringent
restrictions on liberty which this Bill will
impose, have left me in grave doubts
whether the measnre has been considered
by the Minister ill all its bea,rings, and
whether it is snch a Bill as the Honse
can adopt. First of all it is quite clear
to my mind that, although the Minister
ha.s not broadly stated it, he imputes to
the miners a double dose of original
sin.
Mr. BUR1'Q.N.-I did not; they are not a
bit worse than other people.
Mr. SHIELS.-I know the :Jiiilister has
not said that broadly, but the Bill ill its
fail' intent implies that the miners are
sed nced so severely and largely by the
temptations which their occupation affords
that· you must come in with a drastic
measure of this kind, to prevent them
having the means at their disposal of getting rid of their ill-gotten gains.
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Mr. BURTON.- vVhy single out the
mjners 1
Mr. SHIELS.-Yon are singling them
out.

Mr. BUHTON. - I am not; it is quite the
reverse.
Mr. FOSTER.-I do not think he has.
Mr. SHIELS.-Who are the people
likely to pilfer ~
Mr. :FOS'L'ER.-He says burglars and
robbers.
Mr. SHIELS.-If it is not the pilferer,
but the wholesale robber whom the Minister fears, his Bill is not worth the paper
it is written upon, because nothing we do
ill this State will prevent that man having
associates elsewhere, who can as readily
dispose of gold as of sovereigns. But it
strikes me that the Bill is really an
attempt to protect the miner, and those
engaged in the mines of Victoria, against
the seductions of their occupation, which
places within their power valuable wealth
in a sllln.ll compass. rrhe Minister appears
to me in this Bill to attack these practices
at the wrong encl. He does not do anything
to make more difficult the improper
acquisition of the golden store. which the
picks or the batteries bring ont, bnt he
adds a little to the difficulty at tho othor
end, by making samewhat more difficult
of disposal the gains which the robber has
made. The. Bill is evidently clearly in
severe restraint of trade. It is an attempt
to mollycoddle a class exposed, as the
Minister says, to great temptation. It is
in restriction of liberty, and it demands
thorefore the amplest justification from
those who urge it. I think tha.t that is a
clear principle, that the (mus p?'ouandi of
any restraint of indi"idllal liberty rests
on those who urge the restraint, and llot
on those who ask whether the mea~l1re is
necessary. ';Yill my honorable friend say
t.hat the miners are more exposed to
temptation than many otbers who have
their perils in different directions?
Mr. FOS,[J<~R.-Do not others steal, too ~
Mr. SHIELS. -1 will not instance the
temptations which befa.ll thoi:lo cllgaged in
the dia.mond llIine~ of .Kimberley, or the
opa.l mines and pearl fisheries of Australia.
Are not the bankers and the teller'S all Qyer
the country equally exposed to these
temptations to pilfer 1
Mr. DUGGAN .-rrhey are under daily
inspection.
Mr. SHIELS.-The Minister states
that it is consideration for the weak1 ness
auel
the fallibility of
poor
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human natlll'e as illustrated in the
miner which has prompted this Bill,
and he attempts to guard the miner
from the dangers and seductions of his
Galling, and to make difficnlt the disposal of his gains and any acquisition of
his gains.
Mr. BURTON. -How will ytOU prevent a
person from acquiring 1
Mr. SHIELS.-'rha,t is not my text.
Mr. BURToN.-You cannot do it.
Mr. SHIELS.-If there are no l'neans of
making more difficult the getting of ill-gotten gains, probably the Minister has some
excnse for attacking the evil at the other
end, bnt the natural course would be to
make difficult the stealing, not the disposal.
Mr. BUllToN.-Take the Clarence case.
Mr. SHIELS.-I fail to sec the bearings of the Clarence case at all, because
you have not done Olle bit to make more
difficult the pilfering which yon say goes
on, and you have not taken a,vay the
necessity of having the men stripped or
searched.
Mr. TREN.WITII.-There is an old maxim,
yon know, that if there were no receivers
there would be no thieves.
Mr. SHIELS.-The Bill does not
prevent reception at all. I will leave the
matter wifih honorable memberR who are
more acquainted. with the industry than
I am, but I want to point out 011e or
two objections that occur to me. Although
I regard the Bill with an open mind, I
am rather inclined to think that the
Minister has not proved that it is necessary
that we should even support its second
reading. I will ask my honorable friend
to look at clause 19, the bearings of which
I have some knowledge.
Tha,t clause
gives to the gold-huyer the absolute right
to demand from the gold-seller the locality
where the gold was found. 'rhat is one of
the things which we know prospectors are
most loth to give up, and that provision
places an enormous power in the hands
of the gold-buyer to the prejudice of the
yery thing the Minister and his department wish to encourage, and that is
the gold exploration of this country.
I can concei ve no worse designed
measure, or anything more likely to
frustrate the efforts which the Minister
and his department are making for
~he discovery of new gold-fields than
the stringent provision euabling the goldbuyer to find out the locality where the
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gold was obtained, and particularly as to>
the nature or tenure of the holding.
Mr. BURToN.-They would say it was
ullder a miner's right or a lease.
Mr. SHIELS.-A man may have struck
a rich patch, and not having the requisite means, may not have gCJt the necessary tennre, and may consequently have
to dispose of his gold in order to get the
llecessary documents of title, which will
not issue to him for five or six months,
and the cJfect of this provision wonlcl be
to put others on the scent. There are
many other objections that I see to this
Bill from the hasty pernsal which I have
been a hIe to make.
I understood the
honorable gentleman to say that he had
attempted to limit the buyers to the
locality.
I would ask my honorable
friend to point out where that provision
is.
An HONORABTJE ME1\IBER.-It is in regard to bankers.
Mr. SHfELS.-Once a licence was
issued, a man could buy for the whole·
COIOliJ.

Mr. W. H. VVILLTAMs.-Except bankers ..
Mr. SHIELS.-Other honorable members will 110 doubt follow me. I wanted
merely to open the discussion in the
absence of the honorable member for
Lowan, and I would ask my honorable
friend what he means in regard to this
Bil1. As a liberal I would say that
every restriction on individual liberty
must have the most ample justification
before it can have a liberal support. rrhe
onus is on the Government to show that
there is such a crying evil that we must
do something, atld that this is tho most
effective means of doing that work,
Can my honorable friend show any
precedent for this particular measure? I
am rat,her surprised to find that a
precedent has been taken from the Bin
in relation to bottle gathers, in which
Parliament: was dealing with a class of
boys who used to go into tho back yards,
and I was appalled when I ascertained
that my honorable friend Lneant that that
was tho .precedent for a law to render
more difficult the selling of gold, and to
make it necessary that all those thiugs·
should loe discl(!)sed which it is requisite in
the interests of the future explomtion
of the country for gold should not
be d isclQsed. Perfect secrecy is essential in the early stages of the discovery, so as to give the IJeCessary reward
to those who have spent time and money
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in attempting to develop gold-fields.' I
would state again that I come to this
question with an open mind, but, unless
further argnm.ent is advanoed, I do not
think that there is sufficient justification
for the acceptance of this BiH by the
House.
Mr. FOSTER.-I differ from my honorable friend who has just resumed his seat in
the view that there is no necessity for legislation on these lines. I do not agree with
the Bill altogether. I thiuk the Bill is
badly drafted, and that it is vague and
inconclusive; hut there is no use in saying
that gold stealing is not going on.
Mr. KIR'I.'ON.-Ancl every other form of
stealing.
:Mr. FOSTEH..-That is so. We have
legislation against every other form of
stealing, but not against gold Rtealing
in particular.
The Bill is not to
Ineet what the Minister has mentioned,
the burglariolls entry of a mine and the
knocking of teeth down the throat of the
person in charge.
This legislation is
not proposed for that purpose, and the
Minister ought to know that. It is to
deal with pilfering-with the case of a,
man underground who sees a nugget, and
who instit:lctively-naturallyalmost-puts
it in his pocket. That is what is going on,
and there is no doubt that the lowest class
of 0111' population make themselves subsfolrviellt to the purposes of this stealingtho Chinese especially of Bendigo--and
that is where the evil occurs.
Mr. SHTELs.-Is there an Abrahams at
Bendigo 1
Mr. FosrrER-As Minister of Mines
for five and a half years, I have had COllsiderable experience as to the necessity of
this Bill, for many complaints were made
to me with regard to this practice, and
some of them were almost proved to me.
lt is useless to say that the ordinary miner
himself does not submit t~ temptation.
MI'. SHJELS.-We all do.
Mr. FOSTER.-No one thinks more of
the miner than I do, because I am a
miner myself, and have been a working
miner. But this is to be said, that the
conditions imposed in this Bill would, in
my opinion, destroy enterprise in outlying
localities.
Mr. BUR'l'oN.-Let us amend it.
Mr. FOSTER.-When you have been
for years searching for gold, and then
have to disclose the locality, somebody
else may obtain the advantage of your
diIJcovery. I would advise the Minister
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to commit the Bill P1'O jo'rma, and then
recast it, or we shall ha,ye to do i~ in
committee. So far as the Bill bcing a
reflection on the working miller, I do not
think it is al.)ything of the sort. No
honest man objects to scrutiny ilato his
character. Vested interests Ol!l;ght to be
protected to a certain extent.. You have
men who earn money in other ocwl'lpations
and who put their funds into the mining
industry, and they do not want to be
robbed, for they may know where the
money is going, and not have any remedy
at law to stop it. rrhis Bill is all effort to
prevent that, and I think we ought to
give the measure fair and reasonable consideratioll.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,.
and committed.
On clause 1 (short title),
MI'. BURTON said tnat on account of
a function that was taking place in Belldigo v(;!ry much in c0nnexion with the
the gold industry~ he did not propose
going on with the Bill in committee that
evening. A large Humber of milliug
members were absent at BCl1digo, and he·
was quite satisfied that they would like·
to thrash out this measure, and givc him
the benefit of their advice. He felt that,.
as there was no other legislation to have
recourse to as a g~tide in this matter
except that in respect to gold mining in..
'~T esterll Austral itl'1 and the legislation in
regard to diamond mining in South
Africa, it would be necessary that be
should have a great deal of help fr<'m all
those who could give him anyassistance ..
He had no desire to rush this Bill through,
as he wanted it tv be made as effective as
human wisdom conld make it. He begged.
to moveThat progress he reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress,
was reported.
WARRNAMBOOL LAND BILL.
Mr. DUGGAN muved the second reading of this Bill. He said-This measureis one of some imporhnce to the town of
Warrnambool, not only so far as settlel.nent is concerned, but also as regards t.hesanitary conditioll of that important town.
There is a lake called Lake Pertobebetween the railway station at vVarruambool and the most business portion of thetown.
There is, in round numbers,
something likt;l 138 or 148 acres of land
in this lake. At one time, and until very
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reccnt years, the whole of the sewerage of
\Varrnnmbf)ol was discharged into that
lake. The l:\ewerage is now taken around
a portion of the lake in pipes, and discharged into the sca. vVhen the honorable member for Donald and Swan Hill
was Minister of Public 'Vorks an arrangement was enlered into between the Public
'Norks department and the town council
for thc carrying out of certain works.
It is now proposed to reclaim the whole
of the 1:38 acres that I have referred to.
There are two small reservations thereone in connexioll with a small portion of
laud which is used for rail way purposes,
while upon the other are erected what, I
am informed, are the best baths in Victoria, if not in Australia - some of the
1ll05t magnificent baths at any rate that
we have in these States. It is proposed
in relation to these two small portions, if
this Bill be carried iut0 l~w-and I may
mention that it has already passed through
all its stages without amendment in
another place- to give the Railway department a Crown grant for one small
portion, a,nd also to give a Crown grant in
cOllnexiOt.l with that portion upon which
the baths are erected.
Mr. BENT. - The "Railway department
has already paid for the baths site. .
Mr. DUGGAN. - There is no Crown
grant for it a.t present, but only a presumptive title. The railways may have
paid fot' some portion, hut they have not
paid for a small part of it nea.r the
baths. A considerable amount of dredging has perforce to be done every year
somewhere in the bay of vVarrnambool,
and the resulting silt will be employed in
filling up and reclaimihg Lake Pertobe.
A cer~ain portion of this land wilt be
reserved in the intarests of the people of
·Warrnam.bool for recreation purposes, and
the brt.]ance will then be available for sale
by anction for the purpose of erecting
warehonses and other buildings upon it.
Mr. A. HAHRIS.-How much will that
ba.lance be 7
Mr. DUGGAN.-J do not know exactly
how much.
Mr. BEN'l'.- It will be pretty well all of
it, and as soon as you fill it up they will
want the lot.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I am not saying that
they will get the bt, but even if they do,
it will mean a lung added to the town,
which will, before many years, become
a city, and I have always held the
opinion that we cannot have too many
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reserves, and that we cannot keep too
tight a rein upon thgse reserves which are
already in existence.

Mr. FOSTER.-YOH can have too many
reserves.
Mr. DUGGAN.-We can have too
many reserves in the honorable rnClllbe1"8 district, and the honorable member will probably have something to
say about some very large reserves
ill his district to-night, but these small
reserves in the centres of population
are undoubtedly in the interests, not only
of this generatioll: but of future genera·
tions, a nd I trust to see them conserved
in those intere~ts. That is briefly the
Bill, and the purposes of the Bill. It is
to revoke the permanent reservation of
this site in the municipal district of
Warrnambool, for the purposes \vhich I
have stated to the House.
~fr. ME'l'HVEN.-It is a very good
work, and ought to have been dOl,le years
ago.
Mr. DUGGAN.-If I were to speak all
night, 1 could not give honorable members
much more information. I have no desire
to keep anything back, nor do I think
that I am doing so.
If honorable members want any further information which
I have at my disposal, I shall be only too
happy to give it to theIn.
~fr. BENT.-I happen to know this
little reserve, and certainly the Minister
has given ns a lot of explanation. In
fact, what he has told us is nearly as
cleftr as mud.
There is about 130 acres
of this land, and large sums of I-:tlOney
have already been spent there.
Mr. FOSTEn.-By whom 1
Mr. BEN1'.-By His Majesty.
Mr. Fos'l'ER.-By the corporation?
Mr. BENT.-N 0, by the Public Works
department..
The corpomtion are n(}t
such fiats. First of all they had public
baths there, and when the Hailway department was running a line through
there they got a lot of money for it, and
now they are getting the land back for
nothing.
Mr. ""'SHlEJ. .S.-'Vho got the money for
the land taken by the rail ways?
Mr. BENT.--rrhe town of "\Varrnambool, which is going to be a city by-andby. Now there are some llCW swimming
baths there, and they are going to get the
land back for nothing. The old baths
were cut to pieces by the railway, for
which the Hailway department paid the
vVarrnam bool Couneil. The Minister has
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-not told us how much money has been
.expended, or is intended to be expended
,over this lake. There were a lot of ducks
'On it yesterday morning when I passed.
'Let the Minister tell us how much he is
going to spend on it, and what he is going
:to do when he has spent it. It is all very
well to talk about reserves. They are
'-very good things, no doubt, but in view
-of the shortness of the amount of money
which th€ 1'reasurer has at his disposal, I
,think we ought at a.ny rate to be told
bow much money is going to be expended
on this land, and how much 'of the land
is to be given away when that money has
been expended, beeause later on they will
be asking for the whole lot for bowling
,greens and cricket clubs.
Mr.' ME'l'HVEN.-The best thing yO\.1.
·c(mld do with it.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member's
,interjection would be very good if we had
the money.
M.r. SHIELs.-Surely bowling greens
and cricket grouuds could be with the
permanent reservation, because the land
is permanently reserved as a site for re,creation purposes 1
Mr. BENT.-I told the House that
there ,vere ducks on it when I passed
yesterday, so what sort of land is it for
those purposes?: I am not going to oppose
this Bill very seriously, but I represent a
place which is getting no public money,
,and I want to know how much is goiug to
to be expended on this.
Not a word has
been said about that, but when we get
into committee I shall want to know a
great deal more than the Minister has told
us up to now. I happen to know a little
about this matter, and I know a lot of
,money has gone down to that part of the
world recently.
Mr. METHVEN.-rrhere is a good deal
ill the contention of the honorable member
for Brighton about the a.mount of 1110ney
that is likely to be expended in filling up
this swamp.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I will give you the information in committee.
Mr. METHVEN.-It is a large area,
and where is the material to come from to
fill it up with 1 The Minister tells us that
the dredging that takes place alongside the
pier every year amounts to a very considerable item. There is no doubt
that the material obtained from. the
,drecig'es will be carted into the swamp, but
it will take a large quantity of material
besides all that they will be able to dredge
Session 1901.-[176]

Land Bill.

2641

from alongside the pier to fill up the
swamp, and it will take them years to d~
it.
For that reason I say tbat the
contention of the honorable member for
Brighton is a very practical one. What
is it likely to cost to reclaim the land 1
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).-When
the L110ney is put on the Estimates we can
discuss that.
Mr. METHVEN.-I am afraid that will
be leaving it rather late.
Mr. SHIELS.-I have som0 difficulties
which I would like to be satisfied in
regard to, in addition to those raised by
the honorable member for Brighton and
the honorable rneml>er for East Bourke
Boroughs (Mr. Methven). First of all I
should like to know was Dot this reservation made twenty years ago at the solicitation of the borough council of vVarrnambool and the ratepayers?
Mr. BEN'l'.-Yes.
Mr. SHIELS.-'I have some recollection
of it, and I think an esteemed colleague and
good friend of mille, Sir Bryan O'Loghlen,
had himself very strong interests in regard
to it.
Mr. BENT.-And Mr. Francis, too.
Mr. SHIELS.-'Vhat change has come
over the mind of the borough council ~
Have they,found that they had got the
famous white elephant of Siam, and that
the people grumbled at the disposal of
their funds on this site which was permanently reserved at their own solicitation
twenty years ago 1 Is that a fact, or lIOt 1
This land is to be taken out of the permanent reservation, and to be considered
unoccupied Crown lands~ or in other words,
the burden which ought to have been
borne by the borough council of 'Varrnambool is to be transferred to the general
taxpayers of the country. Then I should
1ike furthet· to know what my hGlllorable
friend is going to do with it when he bas
got back this gift upon which probably
nothing has been ,spent, and which has
proved burdensome ~ What is the land to
be made available for 1
Mr. DUGGAN. -For building sites for
warehouses, and so 011.
Mr. SHIELS.-Does the honorable
gentleman undertake to dispose of it ill.
that way?
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes.
Mr. SHIELS.-Will there be no diffi.
culties in regard to local agitation 1
Mr. DUGGAN.-'Ve propose to utilize the
silt which is now going to waste ill the
reclamation of this land, and afterwards
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sell it and recoup ourselves so much of the
expense.
Mr. SHIELS.-I should like my honorable friend to give us some of tbese
financial particulars. First, what would be
the cost to the Government of reclaiming
the land and making it suitable for the
purposes which he has indicated, and
then, where stands the debit or the credit,
and does he expect to get back more than
the cost of practical reclamation 1
Mr. GILLIES.-Who is to expend the
money 1
Mr. SHTELS.-The Minister said the
Crown was to spend it.
Mr. GILLIES.-Iconfess that this is the
first time that I have ever known a Minister
practically to absolutely decline to give
any information of what the cost of this
thing is to be to the country.
Vve have
been told already by the hOI.wrable member for Brighton that the Railway department took a portion of the land which
was made a permanent reservation, and
paid the boGly in which the reservation
was vested for the value of the land they
took. After all this, are we to get no
further information, and is it to be said
that this Bill must pass because it passed
another place ~ I think that is not a
proper course to take at all, and I am
really surprised at the Minister, who is
usually very complacent in giving us any
reasonable information that may be asked
for.
1'he lllt)tion W:1S agreed to.
1'he Bill was theu read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1,
Mr. BENT stated that he would suggest that the Minister should report
progress, because the honorable member
for W arrnam bool was not present. He
knew that more than 8 feet <vf filling
would he necessary in some portions of
this lake, and 8 feet of filliNg meant
about. 12,000 yards to the acre.
Mr. METHVEN.-It will take 10,000
yards to the acre on the average.
Mr. Fos'l'Eu.-It will cost about
£25,000 to fill it up.
Mr. BENT said that at any rate it
would take a great deal of filling.
He
knew sQmething about this district,
beoause w hen in the O'Loghlen Governmeut he placed a sum on the Estimates to
make the breakwater down there. The
Warrnambool people ca.me here, and told
members that unless they carried the breakwater a little further they could not get
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along, but as a matter of fact if it waS"
carried much further they would not be
able t(, get a ship in at all. At any rate
this lake would take, in his opinion, at least.
8,000 yards of filling to the acre, and for
138 acres it would mean a million and a
quarter yards of st.uff.
The Minister
should report progress, and giYe the
Howso the information which was dosired ..
Notwithstanding the friendliness he had·
towards this district he would be no party
to passing this measure hurriedly with
the ill formation he possessed, and with
the knowledge that the Premier himself
had pleaded with them to cut down the
old-age pensions to 8s., because he had
not the money. There should be a proper
bargain made regarding this matter.
There had been a lot of l1l<Vney expended
in opening the river there, and some of
the owners were getting large areas of re'\Vhat were they paying
claimed lai1d.
for it ~
"Mr. TAVERNER.-But this is a. bargain.
This is ratifying a bargain which was entered into some years ago.
Mr. BENT said he would like to sec the·
agreement. It. was usual to place such
agreements upon the table of the House.
The agreement which had already been
carried ont had reclaimed a ll'lt of land,
and he would like to see how much money
the Treasurer had got for it. He had not
yet heard how much that was.
vVorks
had been going on there, by day work
and otherwise, which had come to a lot of
money. He would, however, rather makethese statements in the presence of the
honorable member for Warrnambool than
behind his back. He hoped the Minister
would report progress, so that he might
bringdown this agreement, show the quantity of stuff which was required, and give·
details of what he proposed to do, and of
how much money he thought he would
get out of it. _
Mr. ME'L'HVEN.- It will cost about
£70,000 to reclainl it.
Mr. DUGGAN observed that, with the
honorable member for Brighton, he COllsidered that the H6luse was entitled to the
fullest information on this q llestion. He
had llOt with him the file of the Public
Works department to disclose to the
Honse, and, seeing that he had not that.
information to offer to the Honse in connexion with this matter, he had no objection whatever to report progress. He did
not want to put any honorable member in
a false position, and he agreed that ill a
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question of this sort the House was entitled to the fullest and freest information. He had thought, however, that he
had sufficient information with him. rrhis
was to ratify a bargain made some two
or three years ago by the Government of
which the honornble member for Donald
was Minister of Publio Works. It was
only the ratification of that; bargain that
necessitated the bringing dowl:! (')f this
Bill. He would see that the fullest in·
formation was offered to honorable
members when the Bill was brought OD
again, and he begged to mov€That progress be reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
MELBOURNE SAILORS' HOME BILL.
On the order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill,
The SPEAKER said-In my opinion
this is a private Bill.
Mr. DUGGAN moved, by leave,
That this Bill be treated as a public Bill.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. DUGGAN then moved the ,second
reading of the Bill. He said-This Bill is
introd nced for the purpose of givi ng power
to sell the land and the buildings now
known as the Sailers' Home in Spencerstreet, close to the Spencer-strep,t railway
station, and out of the funds derived
therefrom, to erect other and better and
more modern buildings, close to the
wharfs, on land which has been granted
by the Harbor Trust. It is proposed that
these new buildings shall be modernized,
that they may have a spacious readingroom and a billiard·room, and other
rooms of a nature to make the life of the
sailor ,phen in port here more comfortable
than it is nnder existing circumstances. The management of this institution was originally in the hands
of a committee of fifter:m, elected by
the subscribers, who had the power to
appoint five trust,ees to whom all the
landed and other property was to be
conveyed in trust. His Excellency the
Governur was to be patron, alld the Commissioner of rrrade alld Customs the president, and the five first trustees of this
admirable institution were Sir William
Stawell (Chief Justice), Captain C. Ferguson (Chief Harbor :Master), Francis
John Bligh, Esq., George Rolfe, Esq., and
William Siddeley, Esq. In 1879, in consequence of there being few subscribers, the
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rules of the institution were altered.
His Excellency the Governor still COIltinues to be patron, and the Commissioner
of Trade and Customs the president, of
the institution,.
Mr. SANGS'l'ER.-Is that the Commissiemer of 'l'rade and' Customs in the Cornmonwealth Parliament?
:Mr. DUGGAN.-I do not see what
difference it makes whether the CorrJmissioner of Trade a)~d Customs is here or in
another place, so long as he is an honorable man. He is a gentleman who ha.s
the L10st ample sympathy with sailors.
Mr. ~lcKENZIE.-'What gentleman are
you referring 101
Mr. DUGGAN.-The Commissioner of
Trade and Customs.
Mr. McKENzIE.-That is Mr. Kingston.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I am speaking of the
commissioner of the past, 110t of the present. The plans ill connexion with the
new buildillgs and all appurtenances have
to be approved by the Board of Land and
'V'orks; and, as I said before, the change
of site is felt to be highly desirable in the
interests of the sailors who make use of the
Hon~e.
The amount of money that will
be derived from the sale of the lands and
the buildings will, it is believed, more
than amply provide for the erection
of the new buildings, and there will be a
sufficiency to create an endowment fund
that will provide for maintenance thereafter. Those are briefly the objects of the
Bill, but clause 8 sets out the committee
of management of the future. There will
be two nlembers who shall be from time
to time appointed by the Governor in
Council, two members elected annually by
the trustees for the time being of the
Sailors' Home. two members elected annually by the seamen being in the port of
Melbourne from time to t.ime, one member elected annually by the Harbor Trust
Commissioners, one member elected
annually by the conncil of the city of
Melbourne, and one member elected annually by the goveruitlg body of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce. The Bill
was introduced in another place. It passed
through all its stages there without amendment, and I think I can commend it to
honorable members all round the HOllse
as a. desirable measure.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The Minister of
Lalld~ tells us that this Bill was introd nced in another place and passed tb rough
there without amendment. The same
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Bill was introduced here on a previolls
occasion, but the HOll13e did not pass it at
that time becanse the then Minister of
Lands could not give the information that
was asked for by honorable members.
When the Bill was introduced here first,
it was the intentiQn of the trustees of the
Sailors' Home to sell the present site and
building, and to erect a new building awaydown at the lower end of the' Yarra on
land that they had got from the Harbor
Trust neliLr the Hydraulic Power Company'l:l works. I objected to the Bill
being passed at that time. The late member for Melbourne East (Mr. Zox) first
objected to the measure, and I said then,
as I say now, that it was not a. fit plaee to
send men to live. At the present time
the Harbor Trm;t and the trustees of the
Sailors' Home have come to another
arrangement, and they are going to get
a piece of land at the foot of Spencerstreet, between what is known as the
Little Dock aud the Yarra. I am sllre
that 110 honorable member who sees that
place will say that it is a proper place
to which to send men to live after
being months at sea, and I cannot believe
that the trustees of t.he Melbourne Sailors'
Honle know their business when they
make snch a proposal. I recognise that
they want the money, but for what purpose ~ 'Vhat do they use their money for
at the present time ~ Is it merely to keep
the Home in repaid I claim that the
Home is not a Home at all. ] t is simply
a boarding-house.
The tnlstees pay
£100 to the secr.etary and superintendent,
and £20 on repairs and improvements;
then there is some eXlJenditure on papers
Iillld periodicals, water rates, printing,
ma.intellance, and so on. 1'hey have no
source of income except from the endowment, consisting of mOlley Jying in t,he
uan k. rr'hey get no iucome hom the
sailors who live there. The secretary
and superintendent gets all that. He
simply gets £100 a yearfrol.:11 the trustees
for running a restaurant., aDd more than
that, men are shipped from the Home,
and the superintendent gets 5s. for each
man so shipped. 'Ve are asked to ltl~OW
the trustees to sell the land and buildings.
-When the previous Bill was introduced,
the then Minister of Lands (Mr. Best)
told \.18 that it was anticipated that
£10,000 would be obtained for the land
and buildings, and that the new building
could be erected for between ,£5,000
and £6,000, leaving £4,000 or £5,000 to
Mr. SalftJster.
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the trustees with which to pay the
superintendent £100 a year as long as the
money will last. Of COlHse the trustees
still have a large portion of the £5,000
which was left to the Home by the late
Franois Ormond, and_ they are using that
money at the present time. Now, in addition to the superintendent getting 5s.
for every sailor he ships, he has also the
right of cashing their advance notes, and
they can get ad vance notes in Melbourne
tiS in other places.
He is allowed under
the regulations to charge them 8 01' 10
per cent. on every note he cashes. I
think it is 10 per cent.
Mr. 1'RENWITH.--This Bill does not
create that.
Mr. SANGSTER.-ThiH Bill does not
alter it ODe iota. rr'herefore I say that
before the HOllse hands over to the trustees the right of selling the Home, we
should know what the new Home is to be
like. If we are to have a Sailors' Home
let us have Olle in reality.
Mr. GRAI-v.. M.-And put it in a sanitary
place.
Mr. SANGSTER.-The present building is not satisfactory} and not fit for a
Home at all, b\,lt it will not improve
matters to put the new building on made
land in a mild-hole. Honorable members
will htwe some idea from readillg the
newspapers what sort of place the foot of
Spencer-street is for men to get along at
n1ght time. The people ~. bo are urgillg
this are not the trustees of the Sailors'
Horne but the Seamen's Mission. The
trustees have merely fallen in with the
idea. rrhe Seamen's Mission says in its
report.

The committee are sorry to report that the
building of the long looked-for addition~l institute, which it was hoped would, ere tlns, have
been erected near the Melbourne wharf by the
committee of the Sa,ilors' Home, is still postpouen, not,,.ithstanding the efforts of that com- ,
mittee, thc necessary preliminary st,eps in Parliament having met with opposition from the
very persons whom one would luwe expected
to have the welfare of the seamen at heart,
viz., some of the labour members. The committee have, however, by no means abandoned
the project, and when success attends their
efforts intend to place the control of entertainments in the hands of this committee, retaining to themselves the direction of the boa.rdinghouse department' thereof.

rr'his simply means that the Seamen's
Mission want to get possession of this
large building- 1'hey have been trying
for a long time to get a building erected
on the wharf. They have not been able
to find the money, but they expect thai
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the trustees ot the Sailors' Home will
build this place for them, and ha.ud it
over to them, retaining only the boardinghouse portion of it. '\Vell, 1. have not :1
word to say against the Seamen's Mission.
r.J:hey have a place at Port Melbouruc,
and they report. anllLml1y the large Humber of seamen who visit the institute-a
great many more, by the way, than the
total number of seamen who \,isit the
port. I have been there Otl two or three
occasions when concerts have been held,
and out Ot an audience of 100 or so, there
were perhaps twenty seamen. The missionary goes ronnd the wharfs, and a
yery good man he is. I eOlltend that this
House should not hand over the righ t of
selling the Sailors' Home. The public of
Victoria and the Government of the day
subscribed to get the place built. Before
allowing the trustees to sell the place, and.
to hand over the new building, let us
understand what we are going to do with
the new building. Let us understand if
it is to be a Sailors' Home or not. Is the
superintendent. of the Sailors' Home a
good man ~ He may be; but I would remind honorable members of the remarks
of the Minister of Mines, when be was
talking about miners and the temptations
put in their way. Are not temptations
thrown in this man's way 7 The more lIlen
who come to the Home the more money he
makes. He is a boarding-master, and gets
5s. for every seaman he re-ships. Js that
not an inducement for him to persuade
men to leave their ships 7 The number of
men who pass through the Home is "ery
considerable. I quoted the figures to the
HOllse on the last occasion. In one month,
namely, in November of the year when Mr.
Bestintroduced his Bill, no less than ] 01
men were shipped from the Home, and
the superintendent got 5R. for each of
them, besides what he could make out of
them in the boarding-house and by cashing advance notes.
Mr. ME'l'HvEN.-That is better than
being a Member of Parliament.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I should like to
ask honorable members if they call that a
Sailors' Home. I do not call that a
Sailors' Home at all, but simply a boarding-house, and it is to the interest of the
man who runs it to get as many men as
possible to run away from their ships.
I do not know that he does thi::l, but I
know men who have been unable to get a
ship because they did not go to him.
It is not the coasting seamen who go to
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the Home, but the deep water seamen,
who have no Seamen'::; Union here to look
after their interests. It is our place to
see that tbey have proper accornmodation,
but not down on the banks of the Yarra.
I s~tW two of the trustees of the Sailors'
Home to-day. 'fhey were anticipating
that the Bill would come on, and they
asked rue to support it. I said I would
oppose it as long as I could. One of
them said-" I do not blame you, so long
as the Seamen's Mission want to get hold
of the building." He said that the
Mission would ha.ve charge of the building. The seamen would like to have ~1
billiard - room, but the Mission was
opposed to that, because they thought
it was bad policy to IIll.ve a billiard-room
there, inasmuch as it might lead sailors to
go to hotels ill other ports in order to
indulge ill that amusement. I think
that when these things are pointed out
to honorable members they will not be so
ready to pafSs this Bill through as
were the memhers of another place.
A different cOllunittee is prvposed, but
there is not mlHlh difference. The only
difference is that two members of the
committee are to be appointed by the
sailors then in port.
I do not
know how they can be appointed by
sailors in port. I suppose they will
find some way of doing ir., but the other
members of the committee are to be appointed in the same way a.s before. It is
the management of the Horne, however,
that should be altered altogether. I have
had mcn coming to me over and over
again, and telling me t.hat they have tried
to ship, hut if the snperinteudent of the
Sailors' Home will not ship them, they
find it difficult to get a berth. 'rhe superil.ltendellt would certainly get 5s. for each
of them, but it pays him much better to
deal with sttilors who board with him, and
also in many cases get bim to cash their
ad vance ll.otes. All othel' thing I have
heard complaints abollt is that if a steward
happens to leave his ship, or if a cook gets
stranded, it will be a long time before he
getlS another ship, because the superintendent will get him as a waiter in the Home
at a very small wage, and he will l1twcr
get a cha.nce to ship at all. I do not sa.y
that this is true, but I sa.y that the snperintendent has the opportunity of doing it,
and if we a.re going to allow these landill
and buildings to be sold, we should make
SOttle new regulation which would malH} it
a Sailors' Home in reality, and it ought
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not to be on the banks of the Yarra. The
trustees say that this is the best place for
it, near the shipping.
.Mr. Sl\1Tl'rr.- Where do you say it should
be?
Mr. SANGSTER. - I would say in
the Flagstaff Gardens or some place like
that, a little way from the sea, but for
goodness sake do not plant them right
on the Yarra. There is plenty of r(.)om
in the Flagstaff Gardens for such a building, althollgh I am nut iuclined to favour
giving up our reserve:s.
Mr. SMITH. - What men "'ould a vail
thcmseh'es of it if it were there~
Mr. SANGSTER-The men who use
the Sailors' Home would go there because
they have nowhere elISe to go. I cannot
see any objection to the present site.
~rhere is a decided objection to the building~ hut nut to the site itse1f.
Of course,
the site of the present Sailors' Home was
cllosell because it was convenient to the
'Villiamstown and Port Melbourne railway lines, which were so mllch used by
sailol':S before ships came up the Yarra.
Lt.·Ool. REAY.- Was not the shipping
office there also at that time 1
Mr. SANGSTER.-It was. It is now
at the Custom-house. While, as I say,
the present site is n<!it objectionable, the
bnilding is, and the whole management
of the concern needs revising. Honorable
mem bers should pause before they agree
to allow the trustees so sell the building
and laud for the purpose of putting
up a llew building, and handing one
share of the management over to
the Seamen's
Missioll,
and
the
other share to tho superintendent
for the purpose of a boarding-house. The
trustees at present meot occasionally, but
what do they do 1 I asked one of them
that question to-day and he said-" \Vell,
there is nothing to do." Of course there
is nothing to do. rrhey do not expect to
have anything to do when they hold their
meetings. They simply come thero aud
receive the balance-sheet presented to
them. There is no management or looking after the Home iIi any:shape or form,
except hJ the sllperintendcllt.
MI'. EWEN CAMERON (Po1·tl.and).-Are
the seamen llot represented at all ~
Mr. SANGSTER.-No; and
they
never have been.
Mr. DUGGAN - 'Ve propose to give
them )'C'presentation under this Bill.
Mr. METHYEX. - 'Vhat i~ done with the
profits?
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Mr. SANGSTER.-The superintendent gets all the
profits.
rrhey
do not go to trustees. r hope the
House realizes the advisability of
amending the management of our
Sailors' Home. It is not a charitable institution in allY sense, although it was
established by public :subscription and
Government assistance, and a number of
subscriben; subscribed regularly for a consideraLle time until it became absolutely
self· supporting. All that we want now, in
my opinion, is a better [lace and a new
management. If a sailor goes to the
Home at the present time, he pays higher
for his board than he would do at an
ordiuary boarding.house. The only advantage is that a great numher of sailors
come ashore without any money, and they
can go to the Home. 1n the old days it
was 110 disadvantage for a sailor to come
ashore without money, becauRe we had
then plenty of boarding-house:s anxious to
get hold of sailGrs, keep them for a few
weeks, and then ship them, the owner of
the boarding-house receiving the ad vance
mouey from the master. But at the present time we have very little of that, because all the licensed shipping agents were
d<nne away with, except the superintendent of the Sailors' Home, and no man is
allowed to supply seamen in Melbourne
except tho superintendent.
.Mr. KEAST said he desired to draw
the attention of the Speaker to the absence of a quorum. He thought that on
an important subject like this there should
be a quorum of members present.
A quorum haying been formed,
Mr. SA~GSTEH. continued.-Men very
often come ashore at the present time without money because now they do not require
to l'llll away; they simply walk away,
find no one tries to stop them as a rule.
n a vessel is lying here for a month or
two, it is just as ('heap to allow the men
to go away, and then re-ship a crew when
the vessel is ready for sea, as it is to board
the seamen who come with the vessel.
They can get men here ,'ery nearly as
cheaply as they can in El¥'ope at the
preseu.t time, and they have been able to
do so f(1)r years, except during a little
while in the busy season, when they have
sometimes to give a pound or two a month
more. If the Government are so anxiousto
do sonlething for the sea~len, as they seem
to be by bringing in this Bill, I would ask
them instead to bring in a. Bill to establish
a Sailors' Home on something like a fair
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and reasonable footing.
The money
which the trustees have lying in the bank,
or at least had in 1898, amounted to
.£5,509 17s. 6d. If they had this land
sold and a new place built, they would
make another £4,000 or £5,000 out
of tho transaction, and they \vould have
a pretty good income wit hout the trustees
botherillg or troubling about anything.
In fact, they do not trouble at present, ex-copt to see that the funds are not sq uandered. I may say that the trustees and
the committee have also formed themselves
into a Shipwreck Relief Society, and they
·do some good. wcrk in trying to relieve in<lividual cases of men who are shipwrecked.
1Vhen there is any steamer
wrecked in which a large number of lives
~re lost, we know that the public throughout Victoria snbscribe handsomely to
.assist those who were dependent on the
men who lost their lives. But there are
many individual cases of wrecks in con11exion with small saLling vessels, where,
porh".ps, one or two lives are lost. The
1)Ublic hear little about these cases, but
the Shipwreck Relief Society try to give
l'elief in such cases, and do very good
work in that respect. That is all, I believe, the committee really do. ''1'here is
~lctually nothing else for them to do, as
the management of the Sailors' Home is
-entirely in the hands of the l'mperintendent. I would ask the Government to
withdraw this Bill, and if they will not do
SQ, I would ask the House to vote against
the second reading, alld reject the Bill.
"'fhen the Government can bring' in a Bill
for the better management of the Sailors'
Home, build a new place if they like-there
"will be plenty of money for the [mrpose-and, as tho Home has been selfBupporting for several years, there will
be no financial difficulty. I am quite satisfied that we have had men superintending
the Sailors' Home who have made a very
good livillg out of it indeed, and they can
do better now than ever, because, as I
have already said, whilst licensed shipping
agents were formerly allowed to supply
seamon, there is now none who can legitimately do so except the superintendent of the Home. As to the Seamen's
MisBion, I believe that if you give the
Mission .£700 or £800 to build a hall,
they do not care a straw what becomes of
tho Sailors' Home. • All they want is
a mission hall in which to hold their
meetings and their entertainments, and
they will be 'Iuite satisfied. Of course
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they would like to have a splendid building
like the Sailors' Home, and to have full
charge of it. I would ask the Government
not to insist 011 going on with the Bill.
Mr. 'I'RENWIl'H.-I think we are
very mnch indebted to the honorable
member for Port Melbourne for the great
deal of iuformatioh which he has given
us in connexion with tho management of
the SailQrs' Home as it at present exists.
Of conrse, this is a matter about which I
suppose very few members of the House
have any knowledge at all. "'Ne know, in a
general way, that there is an institut.ion
called the Sailors' Home, and most of us
hoped that it was an institution which
would furnish a convenience to men who as
a rule have no homes of their own--men
who travel the world from port to port in
the interests and for the benefits of civilizatiul1, but who havo very few of the
advantages of civilization t.hemselves.
However, as the honorable member for
Port Melbourne has pointed out-and it
is obvious that that honorable member
must know more than any of us about
the working of this institution--at present
the Sailors' Home is only a name. I t is
not a Home in any sense at all. As he
has shown us, the trustees appear to look
upon it as hopeless under exiBting circumstances to make it a Home, and they have
practically abandoned the detail day-today Irlanagement of the institution to a
snperintendent and secretary in the person of one man. This superintendent, it
appears, hU8 every reason from a financial
point of view to work the institution in a
way that it is not conduci vo to the benefit
of the men for whom it was designed. Now,
this scems to me rat her a reason for
carrying the Bill at any rate through its
second reading. It appears that the
trustees are anxious to avail themselves of
the money that can be obtained from
se!ling the very valuable although altogether unsuitable site that they at present
occupy. The site is probably not unsuitable as to locality, but it is obviously
unsuitable for an institution where a large
num ber of men ha \'0 to congregate, because of its lack of space. Any person
who passes there can see that the present
building occupies nearly the whole of the
land. There are no grounds ",here the
men can amuse themselves or assemble in
the open air at all; they have only the
footpath in which to congregate,
Mr. TUCKER.-'Vill they be given more
ground in the new site 1
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Mr. TRENWrrH.-That is a question
which will require to be considered. What
I an} pointing out is that the present institution, as shown by the honorable
member for Port Melbourue, is altogether
unsuited to the purpose for which it was designed, both in the matter of the buildings,
in the matter of the area of the land, and
also in the management. 'l'his Bill gives
us an opportunity of altering these things,
and I think that is very important.
Mr. PRENDERGASl'.-It does not prop'.)se
anything about the management.
Mr. 'J'RENWITH.-It gives power to
the Governor ill Council to appoint and'
remove trustees from time to time. It
gives practically the power to the Ministry'
4)f the day. The Bill does this oven as it
is, and I may say that, personally, I admit
the measure is capable of very great improvement, indeed, under the guidance of
an expert like the honorable member
for Port Melbourne, and Rome other honorable members who have similar knowledge
of the subject. \Vhat I rose to point out
is that to reject the Bill, as the honorable member for Port Melbourne suggests the House should do, would not
secure the ohject he has in view. What
the honorable member is desirous to
:secure is in every way desirable, but, in
my opiuion, the course he proposes to
take with that object is likely to frustrate
the end he has in view, because to reject the Bill means to perpetuate the condition which :ROW prevails, and this the
hODllrable member has shown unmistakably is extremely bad. To carry the Bill
absolutely in its present form, I am quite
prepared to admit, might not secure any
very great improvement, but to carry the
second reading would enable us in committee to so amend the measure as to give
us such 1113.nagemellt in the future as
would conduce to the well-being of the
persolls for whom sailors' homes are designed. It may be said that if we carried
the Bill in so improved a form as to
achieve the end in view the present
trustefs will not avail themselves of the
power given under it to sell the present
site, and, therefore, we may HOt by an
.improved Bill secnre allY better :Alanagement. But I would point out to the
honorable member for Port Melbourne
that eyen supposing this happens-to
take the very worst. view of the matterwe shall still have all the powers we now
possess to do as the honorable member
suggested, namely, to bring in another
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Bill, taking power with or without theconsent of the present trustees to alter themanagement, if that is necessary, in the
interests of the seamen. The question of
site, I think, is a highly debatable one, and
there again I tbink the honorable member
for Port Melbourne is probably the best.
authority that can be got on the subject.
It seems to me that the contiguity of the·
Home to the places where these men
ordinarily work, and the contiguity to,
the places where they usually land, is.
rather an advantage than othenvise, but if
the Home is uuhealthy-if, as he suggests,.
it is in a malarial spot or swampy, of
course, that is a strong reason for an,
alteration of the site.
Mr. IRVINE. - What is the main object,
of the Bill ~
Mr. TREN\VI'fH.-The olDject of the
Bill is to empower the trustees to sell
land which they have now, which is very
valuable, but which has a very bad
Sailors' Home upon it, and thereby to.
acquire sufficient l:i5.oney to buy cheaperland, it is to be hoped in a more suitable
place, and ont of the halance of the money"
to build a suitable Sailors' Home. 'rhat.
seems an extremely desirable thing, all
other matters being right. The honorable member for Port Melbonrne, in fact,
seems to me to have proved the desit'ability of this course. He has shown unmistakably that the present. Home is not
a cheap but somewhat dear and rather'
nasty boarding-house for sailors, that _the
present management permits of the possibility of sailors being very seriemsly imposed upon, and as the present conditions.
provide that for every sailQr shipped
from this institution the superintendent
receives 5s., an inducement is offered to
a sll]Derintelldent. who is careless of the'
interests of sailors to endeavour to traffic'
in shipping and unshipping sailors-toimduce men to break the law and run
away from their ships in order that hemight have the ad vantage of shipping.
other persons in their places. The honorable member also pointed out a highly
objectionable thing in connexion with the
present management that ought to be·
altered, and it seems to me that provision could be made in the Bill to preve'Q.t it. I refer to the superintendent
having the right to cash the adyance·
notes of seamen. • How the superintendent had that right conferred upon him
I cannot teU, but the honorable membersays that it i.s so.
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Mr. FOS'l'ER.- Why don't yum find out
how he got the right to do that ~
Mr. TREN'VIl'H.-It seems to me
that the suggestion I have made is the
best way of ascertaining that. 'What I
have suggested is that we should carry the
second reading of the Bill, going no
furthet· at present, al-ld subsequently in
committee these matters can all be considered. I clotlot care very much about
the Bill as it stands. I do not think any
one does. vVe all care very much about
the fact that at present the sailors are
very ill provided for, and there is an
opportunity under a proper Bill-assuming that this is not a proper Bill-to more
fully care for thf'ir interests.
Mr. FOSl'ER.-You cannot make a proper Bill Ollt of this.
Mr. TRENWITH.-It seems to me that
we can do so easily. In this Bill, as it
stands, we have only sought to do what we
were asked to do by the only persons who
had any knowledge of the matter--the
trustees. My honorable colleague, who
introduced this Bill, claims no perfection
for it.
It is not a measure that was
evolved by the Government itself. The
Government would have known nothing
about the matter if some persons having
entailed upon thel~l the obligation of providing a suitable place for sa.ilors had not
asked that this measure might be passed.
It seems to me tbat whatever the management may be, the one reason which has
been assigned for the Bill-that the place
now occupied is altogether unsuitable in
size and in character, and is yet so valuable that, if sold, it would produce such a
sum that the t.rusteescan easily purchase
an entirely suitable site-is in itself a
sufficient justification for the Government
t~
try to facilitate the transaction.
The honorable mell.1ber for Port Melbourne reminds me that we had a discussion of this sort before.
Mr. SANGSl'ER.-On the same Bill.
Mr. TRENWITH.-That is some time
ago now. In the multiplicity (!)f subjects
we have to consider, those who have not
special knowledge, like the hunorable
member, are likely to forget.
Mr. FOSTER.-What about the trustees
that are dead ?
Mr. THENvVITH.-That seems to be
a.nother reason why the Bill should be
carried, because it ininiates a condition
under which new trustees in the place of
th(i)se who are dead would be appointed.
"Tith the up-to-date knowledge that we
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have, it is only reasonable to ai:;Sllme that.
the itlterests of the sailors will be better'
provided for than in the past. Thesepoor fellows, for whom the Horne was·
first designed, ar0 in as much need now"
as sailors ever were, perhaps in greater
need, of some consideration on the part
of thos~ who are settled and have homes ..
These poor unfortunates have no homes.
in any part of the world. ':[1hi8 institution was designed by the persons who,
subscribed, and who necessarily conlcl not
keep c0mplete control' ())ver tho management, to give some of the advantages of
our higher civilization to the unfortunate·
seamen upon whom the commerce and the·
defence of the civilized world deperld. I
can assure the honorable member for Port
Melbourne that the Government do not
<desire to rush the Bill through, but for'
the reasons he has urged, I think we should
carry the second reading, and do what can
be done afterwards to get a better management.
Mr. J. HARRIS. -- With the Cbief
Secretary, I pay every respect to the·
honorable member for Port Melbourne,
who spoke somewhat antagonistically of
the terms of the Bill. At the same time
I generally take on trust a lot of the
measures that ~'e receive from another'
place. Perhaps this measure when before
the other House did not get that cOllsidera-·
tion that it might have received if the
honorable member for Port Melbourne·
had explained his views. vVe are all at
one in condemning the site in Spellcerstreet. I have been told that the building there is a most unsuitable one, having
no good sleeping rooms, no smoking·room,.
and no billiard-room; in fact, I understand
it is totally unfit for the sailors. Th~
sailors should receive every attention that.
landsmen can give them. 'Ve are in a.
positiqn to give thcm a good home now.
The Chief Secretary, I think, is of opinioll>
that it would be very difficult to find
another site than that proposed.
Mr. rrRENWI'l'H.- Oh, no.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-I think there would
be great difficnlty in finding allotber'
suitable site. I do not think that the proposed site, next to the Harbor Trnst.
Offices, i15 a good one; I do not think it.
can be a healthy site. ,\Ye know the
odours that we receive going down the·
Yarra, and people who have the misfortune·
to live there know very well that the evil
smells a.re perpetual, not only from theordinary scour, but from the steamt!rs"
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screws disturbing the mud.
I do not
know whether honorable members have
seen the sailors' homes in the old
·country 7 'When privileged to be home
':::;ome years ago, I sa.v some of them;
they are a credIt to the cities in
which they are situated.
I remember sORiug one in Bristol and aU(lther
in Dublin, and they are marvellous
placeE, the kind of places we should
endea vour to provide for the sailors in
Melbourne.
'Ve should try to prevent
the sailors from going to the hotels; we
should give them a building far away
from any hotel, but perhaps that cannot
be done.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-Not in Melbourne.
Mr. J. HARRJS.-~'he sailors have now
to pass two or three hotels in going to the
Sailors' Horne.
I do not know, Mr.
Speaker, whet.her you are a novel reader,
but I know some honorable members are
novel readers, and that they have read
those charming accounts writtell by F. rr.
Bullen, who in The Oruise of the Cacha.lot givcs a good description of sailors'
homes.
There are sailor:'>' homes and
:sailors' homes.
The honorable member
for Port Melbourne complained of the
matlagenlent cf the Sailors' Home, and
found fault by implication with the superintendent. I thin k I do not misinterpret his
remarks in reference to the Seamcu's M.ission. He told us that the Mission was
strongly in favour of removing the buildiug frdm the present site. Of the trustees
first appointed, only one man is now living, namely, M.r. 'WilIiam Siddeley. I be·
lieve the present trustees and the committee of management are anxious that
the site should be sold and a new one pur-chased on the Australian Wharf. Let that
be dOlle, if the Board of Public Health
:approves of the site from a health point
·of view. The Minister of Lands referred
to the Commissioner of Customs. I think
he said the Commissioner of Customs was
'(lne of the trustees. Mr. Kingston is the
.commissioner of Customs, and I do not
know whether he has been consulted in
the matter.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I was referring to an old
·one.
Mr.•T. HAHRIS.-I will support the
·second reading, if we can alter the Bill
Let us sell the
vitallv in committee.
preso~lt site if we can get a good one for
'the new b~ilding.
Mr. WHITE.-I was not in when thehon()rable member for Port, Melbourne spoke.
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Being a member of the Harbor. Trust, I
know that the land originally proposed as
a site for the Sailors' Home is situated
below the gas-works.
This land is
vested ill the trustees, and they proposed
to sell the present buildillg, and erect now
buildings on this particular spot. It was
theli considered that the site below the
gas-works was unhealthy and unfit. The
trustees then communicated with the
Harbor 'I'rust, to know if it would exchange a piece of land for the site below
the gas-works. The site was inspected by
the Trust, and it was arranged to exchange a piece of land close to the Harbor Trust Offices for the land situated
near the gas-works. The land near the
Trust's offices is worth, I think, £3,000
01' £4,000.
'-IVe have agreed to make the
exchange on receiving £500. The Harbor Trust does not wish to part with
this land. The trustees of the Saildrs'
Home have held their positions from the
commencement., and have never got one
shilling for their services. I thillk they
should be tha.nked for what they have
done in the past.
Mr. rrRENWI1'H.-If they are not giving
good results 1
Mr. 'VHITE.-I trust the honorable
melll bel' fli>r Port Melbourne will allow
the Bill to go into committee, so that the
Sailors' Home may be sold, aDd a new
building erected in some suitable place.
The site ill Spencer-street is a very valuable one, and will fetch a lot of money.
I hope a Home will be built that will be a
credit to Melbourne.
Mr. TUCKER.-How the present
building was ever called a sailors' home
I cann~t imagine, because it is no home
at all. There is a. big shell outside, and
the place inside is nothing more nor less
than a large bal'll, the rooms being partitioned off with weather boards somewhere abollt 6 feet high, so that there
is really 110 secrccy for any man w 110
goes into t.he building. He has no room
to himself, and by standing on a box he
can look over into the nex~ room. I am
quite prepared, therefore, to admit that
tho building is not up to present requirements; in fact, I think it is almost uufit
for habitation. . It might be nece!:lsary
to spend a large sum of money to pnt the
building into something like habitable
condition or to sell it altogether. Probably it would be better to sell 'it. If
this Bill goes into committee now members will not only sanction the sale of this
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building, but will bind themselves, under
-clause 5, to buy this piece of land near the
Harbor Trust Offi'::es.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Can you not amend it 1
:Mr. TUCKER.-"Thell the Chief Secretary was spp.aking he pointed out that the
whole of the present site was pretty well
-occupied by the buildiugs upon it, and that
tbero ~s no room for amnsement or anything of that sort ill connexion with the
plac~; that is, that there is no room there
for outdoor amusement. Are we going to
have allY better place in connexion with
the site that is proposed to he handed over
by the Harbor Trust ~ 1 think DOt. From
what I know of the value of land close by
the Harbor Trust Offices, in connexion
with the shipping interest, it is of such a
·character that, in my opinion, the Harbor
'Trust is not prepared to sell a much lanser
.-area of land for the surn mentioned by the
honorable member for Albert Park than
the area the present building stands npon.
Mr. 'l'RENWITH.-'Ve do not know what
the sum is.
Mr. TUCKER.-The price is £500, and
-the piece of land below the gas-works.
I happen to know a lit.tle about the land
;near the gas· works, too. III my opinion
the site offered now is equally as unsuitable
'3.8 the other.
I feel that honorable members will recognise that almost every section
of the people desire to be relieved from what
may be termed their working conditions,
after working hours-they want to live
away from the scenes of their daily
.avoeations. It may be urged that this
is simply a sentimental point of view; but
\\' hen we recognise that the world is very
largely govern~d by sentiment, it seems to
me only fair to take up this position that
the seamen should have a Home remote
from tile scenes of their daily work. I shall
,do my utmost to have clause 5 knocked
·t.)ut altogether, believing that it will be
necessary, not only to get a larger sit.e
;13ome distance away from the shipping-Mr. BOYD.-That would never do at all.
:Mr. TUCKER.-I would like to say to
the honorable member for Melbourne, that
at one time I earned my living at sea, but
it was no longer than I could help; I
got away from it as quickly as I knew
how, alld when I got away from it I
had nu desire to be brought back to it
again. There are very few seamCl~ that
I have met during my career, who, if they
get an opportunity, after a few ye~rs of
. seafa.ring life, to engage in other employment, will go back to the seafaring life
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again. The seaman does not want the
seafaring associations under his eyeEven if he was a mile a\\ay
brows.
from the ri ver-Mr. 'VHITE.-Will he ever go there 1
Mr. TUCKER.-Yes; he will go. If
this Bill is passed in it:;; entirety to build
a Home that will be hauitable alongside
the Harbor Trust Offices, I am prepared
to say that nine out of ten seamen
will rC'fuse to make nse of it, from its verv
associations. You will drive them out ~f
the Home and into the boarding·houses
that bave been condemned so strongly in
the past, and have been legislated
against.
Mr. ·WHITE.-How is it in other parts of
the \vorld 7
Mr. TUCKEB,.-'Vhere are they 7
Mr. 'VHI'l'E.-Evernvhere.
~
Mr. BOYD.-In GI~sgow .
Mr. 'rUCKER.-I do not know what
they do in Glasgow. ~cotch people arc
very queer in some things; they are said to
be very fond of the" siller," and they are
very shrewd in looking after it. Probably
the land in Glasgow on which the Sailors'
Home is built is not of much commercial
"aille.
Mr. BOYD.-It is of considerable value.
Mr. TUCKER-No doubt the building
would be. In London there are two Sailors'
Homes, and they are llot alongside the
wharfs. In my youth I happened to visit
Londoll and Liverpool. The Sailors' Home
at Li verpc)ol is some distance away from
the shipping, but not very far; certainly
it is not at tbe water's edge. 'rhe Sailors'
Home in Sydney is pretty close to the
wharfs, bllt the reason why it was so
built, was becallse it was impossible to get
wharfage on the top of the rocks where
the Sailors' Home is situated. I do not
lmow of anv other Sailors' Homes, with
the exceptio:lof that at Adelaide, and that
is some distance away from the water.
It was built in Adelaide on a piece of
swamp that was of no earthl.Y usc to any
section of the community. The Government made a present of it to the trustees to build a Sailors' Home upon. It
probably may be of some commercial
value now, bllt at the time it was granted
it was of no commerci,tl valne whatever.
Unless the Minister will withdraw clause
5, alld unless some more suitable site is
looked for, I shall not be prepared to vote
for the second reading of the Bill. If the
Bill passes its second reading, and gelis
into committee, it will mean a very big
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struggle to alter it in any direction such
as I have attempted to ontline.
They
may have to pay m nch olOre for a site
somewhere else than for the transfer of
this land near the Harbor Trust Offices,
and they would say then that the funds
at their disposal were not sufficiellt to
enable them to erect a good building. As
to the management of the Home ill the
past, I am prepared to say that I have no
fault to find with it. 1 know nothing
against it. I hold that by selecting the
site near the Harbor Trust Offices we
will be doing no good whatever, and the
surroundings for the seamen will be bad
ones for all time. We do not want to
have al10ther small Bill brought up in the
near future, when the land t.hat now belongs to the Harbor Trust will probably
be required for some commercial ellterprise. 'rVe do not want another Bill
brought in then providing for the sale of the
site that it is now proposed to erect the
Sailors' Home upon. I am satisfied that
there is land in Port Melbourne or South
Melbourne that could be got to build a
Home upon, and if these suburbs do not
contain a suitable site, I am positive that
there are other IJlaoes where a large
area of la.nd could be seoured on which a
Home could be erected that would be of
some value. I feel if this matter goes to
a division that I must vote against the
second reading of the Bill for the reasons
I have given.
Mr. BOYD.-As the member who introduced tho deputation to the Minister of
Lands in conneXi(lll with this requ9st, I
remember that there was a unanimous expression of opinion by th~ committee in
favour of the Bill as thon submitted to
the Legislative Council. 'l'he committee
stated that it would meet all the req uireme'nts.
Mr. TUCKEll.-·What committee ~
Mr. BOYD.-The committee of ma,nagetllent, and the trustees of the Sailors'
Home. 'rhe principal reason given in
mak ing the req ue~t was that the Sailors'
Home at present was not in the position
that it ought to be in to accomplish the
olojects for which the Home exists, namely,
t<ll keep the sailors as far as possible away
from the grog shops around the wharfs
where they land. As one who has served
hisapprenticeshipatsea, and putinsixyears
at sea, I think I know something about seamen, and in the different parts of the
world ill which I have been i have always
found Sailors' Homes located as near as
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PQssiblo to the centre of shipping. It
stands to reason that, if men aro looking
for employment after being discharged,
they do not g0 into the suburbs to look.
for it; tbey go to the ships where they
expect to find that employment, and the
masters of the ships who are looking for
men want to get them as close as possibleto the ships.
Mr. MEl'HYEN.-It snits their convellience.
Mr. SANGSTER (to Mr. Boyd).- You
don't know anything about how it is donein Melbourne.
Mr. BOYD.-PrQbalilly the honorablemomber knows all about it, and, if so, \yecannot know anything about it.
The·
honorable member fot South -Melbournehas admitted that the present building
is most unsuitable for a Sailors' Home. I
ad mit that, too.
Personally, I see no
objection whatever to the land near the
Harbor 'l'rnst Offices as a site for the
llew b~tilding. If the honorable member
has been in Calcutta he must know that
the homes there are located close t(l) the
Ganges. In Glasgow the home is right
alongside the Broomilaw. It is so long
since I was in Liverpool that I forget the
site of the home there, but I know it is.
near t he shipping.
~lr. 'fucKER.-Abolit the same distance
from the shipping as the Sailors' Home in
Melbourne.
Mr. BOYD.-J think itis something like
that. Olle reason whv I think the site
next to the Harbor T~ust Offices would
be suitable is because the shipping is now
being concentrated in the dock and down
the river, and, with a suitable building
erected there, the sailors would have a.
greater attraction to reside there, aud
they would reach it without coming in
contact with the hotels. I do not think
sailors are any different now from what
they were when I was at sea.
At this stage, the time for giving precedence to business other than Government business having arrived, the debate
was adjourned until the following day.
'VOMEN'S SUFFRAGE BILL.
Mr. H. R. ·WILLIAMS moved the second
reading of this Bill. He said-I think it
cannot be said for a moment that the
manner in which this question of thd·
enfranchisemen t of women has been
dealt with in Parliament can be considered at all as hasty legislation. Since
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1873 down to the present time there has
been nothing but one sustained agitation
with regard to this most important subject. If honorable members will carefully peruse the pages of Ifansard they
will find that in 1873 this House affirmed,
in a division on an important Electoral Bill,
that the franchise should be conferred on
female rate paying electors. After a great
-deal of conl:lideration, another amendment
was moved by Mr. Higinbotham, who was'
then not Chief J llstice of Victoria, but a
very pnominent and influential member of
this House. That amendment was to tbe
-effect that the franchise should be conferred on all women, regardless of whether
they were on the ratepayers' roll or not.
That ,amendment was lost, but the other
~mendment was oarried by a majori ty of
two-that the ratepaying female electors
should he allowed to vote in connexi<Dn
with elections of not <Dnly this Chatnber
but also allother place. ]n 1876 the
question was again raised, but no final
determination was arri "ed at, and from
that time up to the present many honorable members in this Honse have been
earnest advocates of wCi>men's suffrage.
I myself have been a CQl:lstant advocate
{)f conferril~g the franchise on all the
women of this State. I advocated it
when it was extremely unpopular, and
when my snpport.ers told me that I was endangering my election by advocating it,
because the great majority of tho electors
did not feel convinced that it would be a
wise step to take; but, having read t.hat
very nice volume of John Stuart Mill on
the Su~ject'ion of Women, and also that
other w()rk of his on Representative
G1overnment, in both of which he urges
with all the power of his great intellect,
that there is not and cannot be any
reasonable objection for withholding the
franchise from the women of any State,
I felt that I was ouly doing my duty in
ad vocating the olaims of W(i)men to the parliamentary franchise. John Stuart Mill
argued the matter from several POitllts of
yiew. Amongst the opinions he expressed
were these: That from the intelleatual
and moral stand-points, and the great consideration amd care which women always
take in the preservation and well-being
of their families, women were eq nally interested in the concerns of the nation as
the males themselves. And really when
we consider how it first caDle to pass that
the woman was placed in a subordinate
and inferior position to the male m~n,
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we shall be bound to agree wit.h the conclusion Mill arrives at. I have used
the term" male man" because I hold
that the word man does not apply to the
male alone. The word man bas its
primary origin in the whole human
species, and the woman claims it with as
great a right as the male man does.
If honorable members will go back not
only to mythology, but even to the Bible
itself, they will find that the donation
of power that was gi ven to mall to rule
over all things on earth was equally given.
to the woman as well as to the man. And if
honorable members will only reflect for a
Uloment they must admit that the word
" Adam" does not mean a proper name,
but the human race, male and femaJe.
The Bible states that" God made man in
His own image, male and female created
He them, and He called their names man,"
for that is what it should be translated
where it says-" and he called their names
, Adam '." The real
translation of
" Adam" is "man ", and if you look
through the whole Bible, from one end to
the other, there are hundreds of cases
where "Adam" has been translated
" rnall."
Mr. Toul'cHER.-Then why were our
first parents called Adam and Eve ~
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-If the h«)11orable member will look carefully into the
matter he will find that the wCi>rd " Adam"
does not necessarily allude to the male
alone. Of COUl'l:)e, we know that by interpretation that name was afterwards
attached to him, butill itsprimarysignification Adam 11'leant the human species, man
and woman. The great Tregelles, perhaps
the best biblical, Chaldeaic, Ethiopic, and
Hebraic scholar the world has ever known,
states that there is n<pt one passage in the
whole Bible where it can be fairly said that
the name "Adam" is used as a proper
name, and a proper noul'l,' and, consequent.ly, when you read that God gave
Adam all the po\,\'er, put the woman on a
lower level, and said that man was to
govern and control, you must bear in
mind that that was the superstition and
prejudice of subsequent ages. So far
as the whole question goes, there is
nothing, in my opinion, to warrant anybody.coming to any other conclusion than
that the woman stands on exactly the
same platform a~ the man himself does.
Now, we know that this question has been
dealt with very fully in llhis House, so far
as conferring the franchise upon the
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women of the State is concerned. Honor- for ten consecutive sessions), Lord Joha
able members know that this is the Russell at last asked for a conference with
seveuth attempt to pass this Bill. Six the House of Lords. After consultation
times it has been rejected by another with the Honse of Lords, a compromise
place, and the reasons assigned for its was come to, and that compromise was.
rejection are these :-'l'hn.t the majcn'ity that if the Commons would send up a
of the electors are IlOt in favour of this Bill removing the disability from members
measure, and that it has not been pre- \\' ho wished to sit in their own House, the·
sented to them for their approval in a way Lords would not be justified in rejecting
which meets with their acceptance. Now, that Bill, so long as it only applied to the
That.
I contend that there is no other way ill other branch of the Legislature.
which this measuro can be submitted to reasonable compromise, brought about in
the electors than the way it bas been that way, at last pa~sed the House of
submitted, and that there is no pa,rallel COmmOlll:l, and only a few years afterwards.
caSQ in the whole constitutiollal history of it also passed in the House of Lords~
England where a Bill hits passert the If honorable members will turn to page·
Honse of Comrnnns with such sweepiI1g 392 of volume 34 of our own Hansard,
majorities, and so freq lIcntly as this Bill has they will find the case very fully q uotecl
been passed by the Legislative Assembly by the Honorable VV. E. Heotrn-Profesof Victoria, and yet been rejeeted by sor Hearn-one of the best constitutional
the Houi;e of Lords. Not one such instance authorities we ever had. in this State. He
can be found on record. The only case says that the idea of putting the Jews.
that approll ehes to it at all is the Jews Disability Bill into the Appropriat.ion
Disability Bill. The Jews were excluded Bill, in order to force it through the other
from the House of Lords and the House of branch of the Legislature, never occurred
Commons because they could not subscribe to Lord John Hussell. Professor Hearn.
to the oath that Menlbers of Parliament was theu alluding to certain attempts.
were required to swear in order to take made in this State, and also in Great
their seats. The Jews had to declare, if Britain, to force through Parliamellt other
they took their seats, that they would measures against the will, against the
observe their oath" on the faith of a good desires, al1'l against the votes of the Upper
Christian." That was the worJing of the House. And there is no way in which
oath, and the Jews would not take that this House can force this measure, other
oath. And nCl)twithstanding that the Jews than that ,,,hich has been adopted in the
had figllred very prominently in all the past: by which the other branch of the
municipal corporations, and had been most Legislature can be ind uced to pass this.
valuable representatives in that capacity, Bill. If they insist on creating a crisis, if
they were for years excluded from the they illsist on this measure being pnt to
Imperial Parliameut, although their value the touchstone of a fierce controversy, and
waR recognised in a multitude of munici- attached or tacked on to the Appropalities in the old country. For years priation BilJ, thereby bringing about a.
and years all proposed legislation to strike general crisis in the State, if they want
those words out of the oath was resisted that kind of thitlg, I venture to say that
by the Honse of Lords. For ten years at no very distant date they will find the
consecutively did the Honse of Lords man who will be equal to the occasion;
reject that Bill, and say they would never because if t his House is to be resisted time
pass it. They were almost unanimollsly after time: in a matter which now only
against it, more unanimously against that concerns the franchise of this Chamber
measu re than another place is against this (because we do not ask another place to in
Bill. When the Jews Disability Bill had any way alter or change the fru.nehise of
been rejected, I think, ten times, and it their own Chamber, this Bill, as I have
was also declared that the Bill had never presented it, only applying to the electhe Legislative AssemLly),
been submitted to the country by any tors of
Government, nor placed in the programme there is no Cl)ther course open to
of any party at any general election (be- ns. In this Bill wn are dealing
cause it was a Bill that ..... as supported with a matter of which we are at any rate
altogether apart from party politics, from supposed to be the most competent
one side of the House of Commons and judges, and, seeing that we are dealing
from the other, an overwhelming majority with it on precisely t.he same lines as the
of the Commons snpporting that measure House of Commons dealt with the
lib'. H. R. Williams

Women's

[13 ~ov., 1901.J

Suffra,ge Bill.

Jews Disability Bill, I SH.y that, unless her adversaries." That is the only way in
another place wish to provoke a fierce con- which you ca.n succeed when you have an
troversy-and perhaps a very ruinous opposition that is Hot based on reason.
crisis may ensue if that controversy is Aud I say that the opposition to women's.
conducted vigorously-if they wish to franchise is not based on reaSOD, that
avoid that, then it is better for them there is nothing that is peculiar to the
to consider this measure in the way in man that is not also essentially peculiar'
which it is presented to them on this to the woman, that she has to look after
her children and her household, that all
occasion.
Mr. J. HAHRls.-That is very like a the polit.ics of the State affect her liberty,.
and that the Legislature has passed a law
threat.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIA:MS.-No, it is not a which stands on ollr statute-book to-day a
threat. The honorahle member ought to menace to the liberty of every respectable
see that the corporate honour of this woman ill the State, namely, the 0 D
House is at stake. Honorable members Clauses of the Health Act.
There
who oppose this Bill ought (now that it has not been a Minister yet sitt.ing
has been affirmed so frequently by large on the Treasury bench who has ever
majorities, even though they disagree with dared to enforce one letter of those
it), to stand by the will of the majority so s~ctions of the Health Act. 1£ the women
frequently expressed in this House, and in this State had votes, that measure
declare, as the honorable member for Rich- would neyer have seen the statute-book,.
mond (Mr. Trenwith) declared here last and, now that it is there, if the women
session, that, notwithstanding he was had votes, it would not rerllain there one
opposed to this Bill, he would yet support week longer than they could possibly
it, becanse he believed that, in supporting avoid. lVonl'm have told me that they
it, he was supporting the honour of this are in fear and trembling that some MinChamber. The honorable member for ister of Health may come into office who
Toorak has frequently taken up that posi- will inforce those sections. They have
tion in this House, alJd, notwithstanding detailed to me again and again what <1"
the fact that he himself has been personally terrible menace is existing all the time
opposed to certain proposals on certain on our present statute-book, one that was
questions, yet when it came to be a matter put there at the instance of a previous.
of a contest between the two branches of Minister in thiR State. 'rhat beillg ~o~
the Legislature, and a strong determined you are legislating on matters that affect
majority has been asserted here again and women vitally. In her social position, in
again, that honorable gentleman has her legal position, you are sa.ying to
frequently been selected to champion the women-" vVe will bind yon in this way,.
privileges of this House.
and you shall not have the power to say
Mr. BOYD.-And so he always will.
'N(.)' ; we will legislate with regard to your
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-Yes, I believe property without let or hindrance from
that he always will. Honorable members you." A woman may have had a husband
who are opposed to this measure, and who who has been taken away by the hand of
have opposed it again and again, ought to death. As long as he lived he had all the
adopt the same attitude towards the Bill political rights and privileges of tile
which a majority of this Honse has passed family to vote for the protection of their
sessioll after session. And let me tell property. As soon as the hand of death
honQrable members that the measure took him away she was left desolate. She
will come up every session until it is may have thousands and tens of thousands
passed into law. Its supporters will not of pounds worth of property, and perhaps
cease to agit.ate, they will not cease to hundreds of workers under her, and be payintroduce this measure, they will not cease ing them weekly wages, all of them ento pass it in this House, and my firm franchised and voting in parliamentary
conviction is that they will come and elections, anq. yet she, who is practically
knock, and knock at the door of Parlia- the person who stands as manager and
ment until, by theirurgency and frequency, sole proprietor of the whole establishment,
they will induce the members of another has no power to say" No" to any exacplace to concede their demand, like the tions that the Legislature may choose to
unjust Judge in the Scri ptures who said- impose on her property.
"Because of her continual coming she
Mr. ,VHITE.-She had at one time on
wearies me, therefore I will avenge her all the municipal roll.
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Mr. H. RvVILLIAMS.-Yes. You bind
her, and do not ask her consent when you
pass legislation affecting her property.
You tax her, and yet say that she shall
not have a voiGe as to whether that
taxati(l)n is just or unjust.
Mr. FosTER.-Taxation without repre:sentation.
Mr. H. R. ·WILLIAMS.-Yes, it is.
'Thol{sands and tens of thousands of the
females of this State have to work as
,diligently for their living as any men,
.-and their liberty is as dear and precious
to them as the liberty of any men. They
work as hard and with as great an anxiety
for the means of living and the pr(1)per
bringing up of their little children, and
they are educating those children to be
true and noble citizens.
They have all
that responsibility, and yet you say that,
notwithslmnding that you throw a~l those
<>bligations on woman, notwithstanding
that you tax her and restrict her liberty,
she shall not have a voice in determining whether the taxation i~ just or
otherwiso. There cannot be any answer
to these statements. John Stuart Mill
:says, in his work On Rep1'esenta til)e
Go'VernmentIn the preceding .argument for uniYersa.l, bm
:graduated suffrage, I have taken no account of
-difference of sex. I consider it to be as entirely
irrelevant to political rights, as difference in
height or in the colou» of the hair. All human
beings have the same interest in good govern•ment; the welfare of all is alike affected by it,
:and·they have equal need of a voice in it to
secure their share of its benefits. If there he
.any difference, women require it more than men,
since, being physically weaker, they are more
·dependent on law and society for protection.
Mankind have long since abandoned the only
premises which will suoport. t.he conclusion that
women ought not to have votes. No one now
holds that women should be in personal servi·
tude; that t,hey should have no thought, wish,
-or occupation, hut to be the domestic drudges
'Of husbands, fathers, or brothers.

And thell, im the last paragraph of this
<Lrticle on the extension of the suffrage, a
yery able article, he statesI have supposed the right of suffrage to depend, as in a good state of things it would, on
personal conditions. Where it depends, as in
this and most other countries, on conditions of
llroperty, the contradiction is even more flagrant. There is something more than ordinarily
irrational in the fact that when a. woman can
give all the guarantees required from a male
.elector, independent circulTlstances, the position
of a householder and head of a family, payment
of taxes, or whatever may be the conditions
imposed, the very principle and system of a
representation based on property is set aside,
aud an exceptionally personal disqualification
is created for the mere purpose of excluding her.
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When it is added that in the country where this
is done a woman now reigns, and that the most
glorious ruler whom that country ever had was
a woman, the picture of unreasonable and
scarcely disguised injustice is complete. Let
us hope that as the work proceeds of pulling
down, one after another, the remains of the
ll10uldering fabric of monopoly and tyranny,
this one will not be the last to disappear; that
the opinion of Bentham, of Mr. Samuel Bailey,
of Mr. Hare, and many other of the most
powerful political thinkers of this age a.nd
country, not to speak of others, will make its
way to all minds not rendered obdurate by
selfishness or inveterate prejudice; and that,
before the lapse of another generation, the
accident of sex, no more than the accident of
skin, will be deemed a sufficient justification
for depridl1g its possessor of the equal protection and just privileges of a citizen.

Now, that is what John Stuart Mill says
with regard to the exclusion of women
from the franchise in the old country, and
whilst it is some 30 years since that was
written, it is comiug to be true. Before
we are much older, we will find that this agitation that is gathering all round us will
become so formidable that none of the
p(i)wers of intellectual inertia can be
sufficiently strong to withstand it and
beat it down. I venture to say that
those who are ad vocating this meawre can
afford to wait. They know that they are
fighting in a winning cause, in a cause
that must ultimately triumph.
Some
honorable o1embers say-" Ob, but a
woman does not fight, she does not go to
war; a womancan shirk alotof theresponsibilities of a citizen; she is not called Oll
t() do this, that, and the other thing."
'Vhy ~ vVho~e fault is it that woman does
not take a more prominent part in almost
everything 7: 'Why, sir, in the old heroic
days women llsed to fight the same as
men, and sometimes even. mQre valiantly
than men.
Mr. MADDEN.-And women bad to cut
oft' the right breast to draw the bowstring
of a bow.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-Joan of Arc
did llot do that.
Mr. MADDEK.-The Amazons did.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-Did not Joan
of Arc reSClle her nation from invasion
and from foreign tyranny ~ Did she not
drive out the most powe.rful foe that ever
invn.ded a cOlllltry, and deliver her nation
from the yo~.~e of the oppressod Do
honorable members remember the story
of Camilla of Italy when she told her King
and his foot troops-" Remain at home, and
guard the wlills; I will engage the enemy
in the open plain and field "ith my troops."
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And her troops were the maidens and the
'Women of her country. If honora.ble members read Virgil they will find that the
most eloquent passage in the whole
i)f those splendid poems is devoted to
the praise and glorification of the unexampled valour shown by the women of
Italy when they were guarding their
na,tive country agaiust foreign invasion.
Mr. BENT.-What did Jael do 7
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.- vVhat did Deborah do ~ What did Judith do? Why,
when the men were all shaking in their very
shoes, and declared that nothing but the
interposition of the God of the world could
save the nation-that no one else could
save it-she went forth to battle for her
country, single-handed; and if honorable
members will take the trouble to read that
beautiful book of Judith in the Catholic
Bible-and honorable members ought to
read all Bibles, and the literature of
all denominations-they will learn how
she heroically and manfully went forth
when the hearts of the men were down
in their very boots, and they could
not defend their country against Holo!fernes, the great Assyrian general.
Honorable members would know that
before 24 hours after she went forth the
whole of that army was destroyed, and
that Holofernes' head was swinging
on the gates of her native city. Honorable members talk about. women not being
.able to fight. Let them read Cresar's Gallic
War. What does he say there ~ He says
that of all the attacks made upon them,
the most savage, the most determined, and
those made wit.h unconquerable valour,
were those which were made by the
women of the N etherland~. He speaks of
their desperate courage, and says that they
fought more like demons than human
beings. It is all very well for honorable
members to say that women cannot fight.
'We have brought women up in a hothouse, and made them into a beautiful
flower. We have painted them, and made
them beautiful, and they are not to be
touched. But these are not the kind of
women from whom heroes sprung-women
who have stood shoulder to shoulder with
their husbands, fighting the battle of
life valiantly, and
acting towards
them as it was ever intended they
should aot-as a great reserve force,
the equal in power, the equal in
strength, the equal in intellect, the
equal in counsel, to advise man on critical
occasions when he is sorely in need of
Se8,sion 1901.-[177]
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advice. Frequently, from her instinct, she
can see danger where he cannot see it, and
see the things that should be avoided that
he cannot see. I can give testimouy myself on that subject. The one or two
great mistakes I made in politics I was
forewarned of by the partner of my life.
Although she never took an interest in
politics, she pointed out clearly that the
course we were taking would eventuate in
a mistake j and the manner in which it
was reasoned ou t afterwards, was brought
home to me so vividly that I can assure
hOl'lOrable members that if she had had
the greatest political sagacity the circumstances could not have been predicted
more accurately.
That is one of the
great special gifts that w~)man has-that
of ganging intuitively by instinct circumstances and surroundings that a man fails
to detect by the acutest reasoning faculties. When honorable members say that
women are not able to go to the ballot-box
and to v~te in favour of what is the best
policy for a State, and for what will give the
greatest pr(!)sperity to the State, that. she
is not eapable in these respects, that she
has perhaps not been educated in a high
circle, I say that a person's ability to
judge a question d0es not necessarily depend upon their being educated ill certain
circles. You may have great sagaeity shown
by a person who has not been specially
edllcated in a certain thing. When a
man or a woman has been specially
educated in a certain thing they are apt
to run in a groove, and to form, opinions
with metes and bounds, and with
scarcely any originality. A woman may
take a clear and unselfish view that is
brought home to her by causes that do
not presen t themsel ves at all to men, and
which are quite unseen by men; yet to
her they are pressing and ever present
facts. She sees the danger and warns
nlan of it. John Stuart Mill, in his work,
The S~lbjection of Women, refers most
pointedly to this fact. He says that that
is one of the special faculties that she has,
and that she has shown herself frequently
to be the superior of man in many things
which concern the welfare, not ouly of the
individual, but of the nation. \fany men
say that queens have reigned more successfully than kings. So far as our
own country is concerned that is true.
We have had Queell Victoria and Queen
Elizabeth, and, considering all the circumstances of the times in which they lived,
it must be admitted that they showP'Q
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themselves to be of great mental calibre
and of powerful insight in conllexion
with the national affairs. They were
able to judge of the contending forces
they were likely to meet, and to
foresee what the outcome of these forces
would be. Queen Elizabeth waR able to
judge of these matters as well perhaps. as
any man who lived in the old country at
that time. J t is said that she had wise
counsellors, such as Burleigh, Leicester, and
many others, who had graduated through
the various political circles, and that their
experieuee was utilized by her. But it
showed. her sagacity that she should select
men of such experience, and that she
should prefer thero to the men in her
court who would perhaps present themselves to her more forcibly on account
of their beauty and general attractiveness.
That showed her ability to rule. You will
find that in any country in the world where
women have controlled the destinies
of the State their influence has been
beneficial. This has beeu especially the
case in India, wherever women have ruled
8.f:! regelltf:!. John Stuart Mill says that in
three cases out of fOllr where there is
prosperity and f:!uccel:lS, and where good
order is maintained in the provinces of
India, those provinces are controlled by a
\Vomall, who is at the head of affairs.
The fact has been rel'narked, he says, by
many of the Yiceroys .that in the
States which are governed uy women
better order is pi'eserved than in
those which are controlled by princes.
We kno,Y, as far as our own State is
concerned, that the women have voted
for years in the municipal elections,
and honorable members who are coullcillors
kpow that they have appealed to these
ladies for their votes. Those ladies have
come to the ballot-box and have given
their votes unpretentiously. 'l'hey have
read the newf:!papers, and have formed
their opinions of the candidates from the
newspapers, and they have gone without
ostentation or display to the ballot-box to
give their vote, and in my opinion in nine
cases of ten their vote is given as intelligently as that of any man who goes to the
poll on the same occasion. Therefore, I
see no reason whatever to fear t,hat any
danger will result from conferring the
franchise on the women. There is not the
slightest danger that any revolu.tion will
take place, becanse the women in nine cases
out of ten will vote in the sa.me way as
their brothers and fathers, as they lutve
Mr. H. R. Williams.
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dcme in New Zealand.

It was thought ill!
New Zealand that the women's vote·
would
revolutionize the State, that
woman's tendency to concern herself with
moral improvements and sacial revolutions
was so decided that ~me would never be·
able to tell what might not happen in the·
course of a year or two. It was feared
that the whole foundation of the State
would be turned upside down, and
that chaos would possibly eventuate.
Honorable members know it was also>
said that women would not interest
themsel ves in elections a.nd that they
would not go to the poll. There are·
47,000 fewer females ill New Zealand than
males, and yet there is the same proportion of female electors on the rolls of
the House of Representatives in that.
colony as there are of males. Does not
that 8ho\\o' that they have availed themselves of the right to vote 7
Mr. McKENZIE.-You cannot say that
of South Australia.
Mr. H. H.. WILLfAMS.-That may notbe so in South Australia at present, but it
will be before very long.
Mr. McKENzIE.-Did you see the return.
furnished to the Federal Parliament a1,out
the votes in that State 7
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-No, I have not
seen that, but I have seen the return of'
the voting in New Zealand, and I believe·
that when the women's franchise has been.
as long in existence in South Australia as·
it has in New Zealand, the same charaeteristics will be presented it:! the South Australian statistics as present themselves in
the statistics of New Zealand. The W0menl,
of N aw Zealand vote as consistently, and
as numerously in the general elections asthe men do, and there is no disorder, no
unseemliness at the poll. Everycl1ing'
goes on with as great decorum and in as,
perfect order as before the franchise was·
conferred on the sex. Of whom are we·
afraid ~ Are we afraid of our sisters·
and mothers 1 Are we afraid tha.t
they are going to vote us into·
bondage, ~hat they are going to·
exert power and authority over us,
that they are .going to put us in the·
minority and turn us ont of our places?
Are honorable members afraid of that ?
Surely not. Honorable members know·
very well that if the head of a family is a.
conservative, all the daughters are COllservative, too.
Mr. BOYD.-What is the good of thr
vote then?
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1\1r. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-Because all men spoken of in the pages of Grecian
women have not brothers and fathers liv- history-how by their united counsels the
ing to protect them. The franchise is an State to which they belonged was raised
inherent right that thewomen have, inorder to the very pinnacle of its glory. It saw
to defend tbemsel ves from legislation which its most illustrious epoch during that
affects the greatest of all their possessions, reign, and the greatest sage that ever
namely, their liberty. When you legislate lived amongst that people left, it on record
in such a manner as to vary, or in :1l1y that it was all owing to the woman. That
way trench upon, the liberty of human woman wasAspasia,andhonorablemembel's
beings, especiallyin an English community, know that that woman belonged to a class
you ought to consult them as to whether . which is looked on generally with reprobathat legislation shall pass or not; and if tion. But because they live in that
you do not, then you are acting relationship it does not necessarily follow
tyrannously, and in a manner not con- that they are not, able .to discern \rhat is
sistent with justice. In my opinion, you the right thing to cdo. Many people wbo,
CI1,nnot defend that act when you are in their priyate lives, may not conduct
brought face to face with the real merits themsel yes according to the strict rules of
of the case. I have advocated the women's decorum, may be able to take a wide and
franchise, as I said before, for fi ve-and- comprehensive view of social mattcrs, and
twenty years, and nothing has transpired particularly in regard to those which conduring all that time to cause me to grow cern the whole of their sex. When it is
lukewarm in t.he movement or to abate said that women are not capable of taking a
my zeal in the advocacy of this question. just view of the necessities of the State, and
I am still as firmly convinced of the strict of the policy that should control the State,
justice of this claim of the women as ever in order to bring' prosperity to it, and that
I was. I believe that, notwithstanding they consequently might briug ruin to the
all the opposition that has been raised State, I say that you have never given
against it, notwithstanding the statements them the opportunity «>f exercising their
made in another place that the majority j lldgment in these matters. You cannot
of 1ihe electors are not in favour of it·- expect persons to take as clear a view of
notwithstanding all that, I believe the time a subject as they might when' they hn,Ye
is not far distant when not only the mem- not had tho right to consider that
bers of this H01.lse, but those opposed to subject. vVomen have not yet had the
the proposal in the other branch of the opportunity of entering into the question
Legislature, will see that in conferring the of politics, and of coming to a determinafranchise upon the women they are oHly tion with regard to State policies as to
doing something that is consistent with whether they are right or wrong. If they
justice t.owards the sex. If I were to are not entitled to exercise their judgment
express my opinion in regard to the upon those questions, they will not take
general tendency of ~he women's vote the trouble to think about them. What
from the conservative point of view, I was said about the manhood of Great
would be inclined to say tbat it would be Britain when it was first proposed there
a more conservative vote than the vote of to widen the franchise? It was asked
the men. There are influences that affect - " 'Vhat does the working man know
men's \otes that very rarely touch a about politics, what does he know about
woman. Honorable members have spoken statecraft, what docs he know about State
of what they call the screeching cockatoos, finances, or fQreign policy, and what can
meaning by that a certain dass of women, he tell llS about the merits of internaand they havc also spoken of that other tional q uarrels ~" The good conservative
doubtful class of women who live about said-" 1£ you extend the franchise, if you
our streets. It is said that we could not, give a more equitable representation, if
possibly confer the franchise. upon the you sweep away these rotten boroughs
women, becalllse those un worthy specimens which return the most illustrious statef:!of womankind would also exercise the men and the greatest orators in the House
franchise, and influence the election5. of Commons-if you knock these out, and
The hon~rable rpember for Normanby confer the franchise on all these workilig
knows of the influence of one of the men, you will ca.use ruin and the utmost
most illustrious women of ancient times, a dismay in the nation." Let honorable
woman who stood shoulder to shoulder members go to the Parliament Library
with one of the most brilliant and look at the illustra.ted papers of 1832.
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Some of them are there. Honorable members will see pictures portraying the
probable results that would follow upon
the extension of the franchise to the
working men of Great :Britain. They
figured
out that inevitable
ruin
would fall
on the nation.
The
same things are now being said
in regard to the women's franchise.
It
is being argued that in conferring the
franchise upon the women we are per-·
mitting the entrance of an unknown
quantity into our politics. It is said that
the tendency of women is to vote for
something that will turn things upside
down and unsettle the very being of the
State.
Honorable members can judge
from what they know to what they do not
know, and from what they see to what
they do not see. As sure as destiny, if
decent women are brought up in the
society of decent men to know the difference between right and wrolllg, to dis·
tinguish the thing which is good from
tht: thing which is bad, and are entitled
to come to the ballot-box and express au
equal opinion with their brothers and
fathers, they will vote in the same way,
taking the samo liberal and safe viow
of politics) and the result will bo
that you will have as safe and as
good order and as quiet government
as yon have to-day-perhaps more quiet
government than you have to-day. There
is no cause to apprehend that danger ,vill
ensue from this being done, or that it will
result in any revolution. vVe are told
that if the vote is given to the
women they will not exercise the vote.
But that is no reason why justice
should be denied to those who want tho
vote. John Stuart Mill, in his Principles
of Politicctl Economy, in reviewing tho
circumstances that determine national
well· being, or bring about national ruin,
says that one of the greatest evils that
can exist in a community is that a large
section of the people should be deliberately
shut out Trom the exercise of political
power. ·With that, he says, you will have
a constant source of danger to the State,
and if they are not admitted to the
privilege of being consulted and of exercising their judgment at the ballot-box
with regard to the affairs of the State,
they will engage in conspiracies against
the society which does not recognise their
claims.
Mr. McKENZIE.-You do not mean to
bring that charge against women ~
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Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I do not, but
that has been the tendency in all ages,
and John Stuart Mill points out that where
justice is consistently and continuously
denied to any section of the people, the
inevitable result is thai; at last these
people begin to hatch conspiracies against
the welfare of the State.
Nihilism is
the result of that in some countries,
and deep-seated socialism, bordering on
Nihilism, is the result in other COUll tries.
You will find that if a man is not allowed
to have a voice in the government fijf the
country to which he belongs, then he will
atter.upt to destroy that Government, and
from the ruins try to build up something
ent.irely new. That is Nihilism. Honorable members may say that that is unreasonable, and that such people are the
enemies of mankind. But take the case
of Miss Goldmann, who provoked the
assassina.tion of President McKinley in
the Uuited States. 'Vhat does she say
with regard to these things ~ She says
that having advocated the cause of her sex
for years, having advocated justice for her
sex and being constantly refu!:!ed, th('re
was nothing else open to them but to
hatch these conspiracies. It is all very
well for honorable members to say that
that is an unreasonable result. It is a
natural result.
Mr. LANGDON.-It is a terribly bad
ill ustration.
Mr. H. H. vVILLIAMS.--It is what
results from the denial of j l1stice to a.
large section of the community, whether
male or female, and if you are to haye
content.ment in any State you nmst see
that justice is done without fear or favour.
vVhen you deny the franchise to women I
say that yon are denying them justice.
MI'. BOYD.--vVould that justify these
crimes ~
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I do not justify these people in any of these crimes,
nor do I attempt to justify Nihilism. I
say it is an abomination; but at the same
tiLne I insist that it is the outcome,
deplorable as we may think it, of the
constant refusal to do these people justice.
Mr. BOYD.-If these people consider
Nihilism justice, would you grant them
Nihilism 1
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS. --No, I ~ould not.
If the honorable member took the trouble
to read the programme (i)f the Nihilists
he would find that from our point of view
it is not even moderate liberalism. All
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that they ask for is representative institutions of a limited character, and a
limited franchise. They do not seek to
destroy, but want to build up. 'When:
however, they find ,hat they cannot build
up, and that they are denied again and
again any place in the affairs of the State,
and that the controlling power i~ ill the
hands of the few, and that it is not possible
for allY large section of the people to impose their will or m.ind upon the legislat.ion
of that State, then by natural law they
are dri ven into these excesses which we all
abominate and detest.
Mr. BOYD.-How can the honora110
mernber say that that applies to America ~
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I do not say
that it applies there.
Mr. BOYD.--Yon say that it is the result
of their having no power in the government of the State ~
Mr. H. R ·WILLIAMS.-I say that in
the great States of America the women are
not entitled to any voice in the affairs of
t.he States, there heing (!)nly three or four
of the smaller States of America in which
they have a vote.
Mr. BOYD.-The man who comnlittecl.
the assassit:}ation had a vote, and that
argument entirely falls to the ground.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-'Yhat I am
endeavouring to show is that refusing
the reasonable and just demands of a
large section of the community will result,
and does result, in these excesses, which
threaten the very existence of a nation. I
do not for one moment wish to convey to
honorable members that, even by implication, I would justify these excesses, but I
say that they are the natural consequence
of a constant refusal of justice; and
therefore, with regard to this matter,
I do hope that honorable members will
take a reasonable view of the question.
They may make sure of this, that they
will have this question brought before
them in this House in every !')ession
of Parliament. There will be no abatement
. of the agitation or advocacy in connexion
with this question, and we who believe in
this principle are certain that ultimately
it will triumph, no matter what the
opposing forces may be. The strength of
this cause will go on increasing fr())m day
to day, from week to week, from month
to month, from year to year, and the
opposing forees will as continuollslyand
as rapidly diminish. VV' e feel that this
question stands at the bar of justice, and
I sincerely hope that on this occasion
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honorable members of both Houses·will
take a juster view of it.. This House has
continually asserted itself in fav0ur of
woman's suffrage. This is the seventh
time that we have been asked to approve
of it, and, in my opinion, it will be supported in this House in the same manner
as before. I fully believe that, although
some women are opposed to it, it is
the earnest desire of the great majority.
It is all very well for honorable members
to say that, because some women will not
have it, all these others should be refused
it. Honorable members know that the
greatest boons that have been conferred
on some sections of mankind have been
looked upon with disfavour. 'Vhen it
was first mooted to emancipate the slaves
there were tens of thousands of them who
petitioned that they shonl~ ~ot be freed
from their masters or be released from
bondage.
They said tbat they would
SQoner havo a just master than have their
liberty. But those wbo cherish liberty as
dearly as they cherish their lives would
rather have liberty than any master, and
although they might make perhaps not 'so
wise a choice for t.hemselves as a master
might make for them, yet the thought tbat
they were choosing out of their own free
will their part and lot in life would be in
itself a great cause of satisfaction to them.
I can assure honorable members that a lot
of women feel that in this State. I think
20,000 women petitioned this House a few
years ago to be allowed to have the
franchise conferred upon them.
Mr. J. HARRIS. - And how mallY
petitioned against it?
Mr. H. R. 'YILLIAMS. - I believe
about the same number.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-Ill a very short space
of time, too.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I do not argue
the point that there are not some women
indifferent to it. Those who are comfortable in life, those who have no concern
about the getting of their livelihood, and
who have beautiful homes and surroundings, and good husbands, wi11 say that they
are quite satisfied and cOlltented. They
will say-" We have every lnxury and
every comfort that life can bestow upOlt
us, and all the circumstances of the natiofL
conspire to makens comfort,able and happy.
We do not want the franchise nor any
greater liberty." But honorable members
should bear in mind that there are thousands and tens of thousands in this community who are not so circumstanced, and
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who say that if the franchise were con·
ferred ufJon them they would have the
-satisfaction of knowiug that whether the
legislation gave them greater happiness or
not they at any rate would feel they had
given . their voice in determining the
policy of the State. That is what these
women feel, and I can assure honorable
members that it would give them great
satisfaction, and 1 should feel it, too.
It would be a very great blessing
bestowed upon them. As I have said
before, I feel confident that as we are
determining in this Bill the franchise
~lono for women to elect members of this
House, and not to have anything to do
with the franchise of the other place, we
should be the best judges as to whether
the women should be admitted to Ollr
franchise 01' not, and the othel' branch of
the Legislature, if they follow the illustrious example of the House of Lords,
will see that this affair is one that concerns
us, that it is for ns to look to it, and that
if it does not turn ont all that we desire,
we are the parties responsible for it.
'That is the view the House of Lords took
,vith regard to the measure introduced to
removo· the disability which the Jews
Buffered under in regard to the oath,
although the Lords were unanimously
against it. They would not look at the
measure at first, and not until the
Commons consented to elimiuate the
Houf.:le of L(l)rds from the operation of the
Bill, and to deal alone with the oath of
their own Ohamber, w4)uld the Lords look
at it. When it came before them in that
form, however, the Lords said they would
not be justified in opposing it, becanse it
only affected t.he House of Commons. This
Bill only affects the franchise of this
Chamber. There are about. fifteen members in the other place who do approve of
women suffrage, but it is better, I think,
to respect, at any rate in some measure,
the prejudice of the majority of members
of another place and the feeling that
they have in regard to it, and to
make haste slowly, because I feel
here that any great constitutional change
is better done by degrees than by one
vault, one leap. You may see the tendency
or the trend of this vote by this means,
although I have no doubt about the trelld
of it myself. In order to consult the
prejudices of another place I am presenting
this Bill with a view alone of determining
the franchise for this branch of the
Legislature, and I comm<md it to the·
Mr. H. R. Williams.
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consideration of honorable members. 1
ask them to view it with that favour which
I think the Importance of the cause
demauds. So far as the other branch
of the Legislature is concerned 1 am
in~]ined to hope that they will take a
more lenoient view of this l':gif.:llation on
thi8 account, becanse it has been taken
ont of the region of party politics, introduced by a private. member of this House,
and removed froUl the category of those
subjects which arc said to be a mere
playing at the game of politics and to be
used only for party purposes. I say I wish
this subject to be dealt \"lith on its own
merits alone and apart from any consideration as to whether any Government is
going to stake its existence 011 it or not.
H honorable members will· take that view
of it they will see that no particular harm
can possibly resnlt from this Bill, but
rather that in the eud great good will
result froUl it, and a great blessing will be
conferred upon the women of this State.
Mr. MADDEN.-I do not know that the
women of Victoria will thank the honorable member f0r Eaglehawk for his
advocacy of their canse to-night. He has
told us what has happened in the past,
but that we knew.
He has prophesied
whttt will happen in the future and has
stated that they will go ou uutil they get
this measure passed into law.
That
reminds me of a story which 1 heard at a
lecturing meeting some time ago.
A
gentleman speaking on this subjG!ct spoke
from a biblical point of view: He said
we all knew from the Bible that in the
first illstanee the Almighty created the
world and the heavens and rested. He
then created man and rested.
He then
created woman, and since then neither
God nor man had rested. 'l'hat seems to
be tbe attitude that the honorable member
has taken up. He has determined that
whether right or wrong he and those with
him will go on until we have perforce to
swallow this Bill whether we like it or
not. He gave the House a very learned
disquisition on the word" Adam," and he
told us a good deal about the creation, but
he left out so much of it that I am almost
forced to believe that he never read the
Bible.
Mr. H. R. WILLI.AMS - I am doubtful
whether yon have or not.
NIr. MADDEN.-Of course if we take
the very early part of the Bible, Genesis,
chapter 1, verse 27, we see "So God
created man in His OWtl image. In the
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image of God crea.ted He him. Male and
female created He them." He draws a
distinction there.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-GO on.
Mr. MADDEN.-I am going to show
the honorable member how God created
the female afterwards. We all know how
He took a rib and ca.lled her" Woman."
Dr. MALONEY.-You know that ~
Mr. MADDEN.-I mean we know it
irom Scripture, and God said to her, " Thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee." Is that equality ~
Mr. OurrTRIM.~There are not many of
'us can rule over them.
Mr. MADDEN.-I shall appeal to
Longfellow for an answer to that. I
~haU say, "Speak for yourself, John."
Mr. H. R. 'V ILLIAMs.-Read the first
.chaptel· of Genesis properly.
Mr. MADDEN.-It depends on what
the honorable member calls "properly."
Why did not the h~norable member read
it properly when he had the opportunity 7
I do not kno\y why the honorable member has picked up this Bill, which is really
the leavings of several Governments. It
has been tried time after time, and I
presume that this Government, most of
the members of which believe in this
measure, cOllcluded that they could not
pass it.
Mr. H. R. W ILLIAMS.-That is all nonsense.
Mr. MADDEN.-I want to point out
the facts \V hich, of course, are nonsense to
the honorable member. The honorable
member resented interruptions, aud I
therefore ask him not to interrupt me.
The Government did not include this measure in t.heir programme.
Mr. BENT.-It is entered for next session.
Mr. MADDEN.-It is, I believe, in the
second edition of the Governor's speech
that we heard last night. It is one of the
things that they are going to do next
session-if they are there.
r1'here is a
very wise rule laid down in America,
Rever to prophesy until you know. The
honorable member told us that it was
very improper that rich women, widows,
and so on, should not have votes. So I
think myself. I think it is a very great
pity, indeed, that lea.rned ladies from our.'
universities and schools, who are an ornament to human nature, should not have
votes; but you cannot give them votes by
themsel ves. Yon must go down tu the
10weHt in the scale, to the lowest of the sex.
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Mr. H. R. Wn~LIAaIS.-YOu have to do
the same with men, and give the vote to
intelligent and non-intelligent men.
Mr. MADDEN. -Quite so.
I regret
that you cannot give it to any section of
the people, but must. give it entirely to
males or female!,. You .cannot d 1'a wallY
distinctions. Does the honorable member
wish to see these people, who are so low
down in the human scale, have votes ~
As to the men, w hen we get a man low
down in the social scale, when we get him
in "chokee," he does not get a vote.
Dr. MALONEY.-He is eligible three
years afterwards, and may have a vote.
Mr. MADDEN.-'rhat is if he is not
convicted again, but I say I would not
give it to him at all.
The honorable
member says he does not believe in
women being the drudges of husbands
and brothers-Mr. H. H. 'VILLIA}IS.-I did not say
that. I q noted John Stuart Mill.
Mr. MADDEN.-But dQ ~bey occupy
that position ~ Is the honorable member's wife his drudge ~ Is my wife my
drudge ~ 'Vas my mother my drudge?
Mr. H. R. vVn.LTA)Is.-But the honorable member knows that multitudes are.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Is the vote going to
cure that 1
Mr. MADDEN.-Yes, will the vote lift
them ont of that ~
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-It will assist
them very largely.
Mr. MADDEN.-If the hlJnorable member believes that he is more simple' than I
took him to be. Now, we come to the
worst argument that he used-the argument about. fighting women. Do you
want to bring women into conflict, because politics is conflict ~ Do YOll wish
to bring women out of their homes
into the terri hIe conflict of political lifeinto the arena of politics, to be on
different. sides from their husbands 1 The
honorable member says that the vote would
be a conservati ve vote, and therefore his
womankind would be against him, because
no one ('ould accuse the honorable member
of conservatism.
Mr. H. R. \VILLIAMS.-I sa,id the vote
might be conservative, and that I was
inclined to think it would be a more conservative vote than the men's v0te.
Mr. MADDEN.-The honorable member therefore believes that womon would
t..:'l.ke the side of conservatism rather than
liberalism. Is not that a conflict at once~
That would bring the conflict into the
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very worst place for it, the home. . There
h:tve been no doubt a few fighting women
in tho world, but what have they been as
a rule 1 Does the honorahle member
desire to see our women like them ~ I
should say not. Does the honorable
member wish to see our women excited to
the extent. 0f the Fren::;h petrole'ltse?
Mr. FOS'I.'ER. - They need not leave
their hom.es to vote now.
Mr. MADDEN. -·1 want the honorable
member to see what the result would be,
for that is what has happened before.
The honorable member tells us that the
best monarchs have been q ueellS. He
gave us Elizabeth. He might have given us
Catherine of Russia. He gave us Aspasia.
There is a uice triumvirate.
Great
momirchs, 1 admit, but what sort of
women? Did it improve those 'Women,
as women, to go into politics? 1 say that
is the greatest and most shameful argument. 1. did quote here before a very
short scrap that put this thing in a nutshell. It was written in relation to
Catherine of Russia...•. Whom Glory still adores
As greatest of all monarchs and--

I shall leave the honorable mern bel' to finish
the quotation, because I could not finish
it now. The mild proposition is that we
should hand over the whole of the government of this State to the women, because
they are in excess of the men, and they
will simply wipe llS all out.
Mr. H. R. WILTAAMS.-Do vou savthey
are in excess of the men 7
"
"
Mr. MADDEN.-Yes; they are cons:dembly in excess of the men in Victoria,
and the honorable member wants to alter
the Constitution to hand over by way of
experiment the whole of the control <,'f
the Victorian Parliament to the larger
portion of the f.!ommunity-the womenand he does not know how they are going
to vote, and what the result will be, but
he expects it to be conservative. 'fhat is
a very bold venture to make.
Mr. MCGREGOR. - Would that be a
calamity ~
Mr. MADDEN.-I do not take the
honorable member's word for evorything.
There is such a thing as a bait in a trap.
I do not always accept the honorable
member's conclusions as absolute. Then
the honorable member asked what harm it
would do to a woman brought up in the
company of decent men. I would very
much rather see men brought up in the

I
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company of decent women. AU the good:
men I have known or read about have
been brought up by good mothers, and I
say that as long as that will continue, as
long as good mothers are content to bring
up good men to rule this or any otherState, let us do nothing to interfere with
that statelof affairs. Every man will think.
with respect of his own mother, aNd that
most of the good he got cal1ne from her.
I say-"Do not allow that mother to be interfered with by this political strife, but
let her cOl~tinue in the future as in the
past, to bring up decent men of her own
name."
Mr. KEOGFL-The honorable member
for Eastem Suburbs has said that he
does not think the women of this State
will have much to thank the honorable
member for Eaglehawk for. I am afraid.
they will not have a great deal to thank
the honorable member for Eastern Suburbs.
for. Both honorable members have
alluded to Scripture, and I think it was
the honorable memberfor Easteru Suburbs.
who said that woman was made out of one
of man's ribs.
Perhaps that accounts for'
the inclination that most men-of course
I do not include honoraLle members-have
to put an arm around a woman's waist, I
suppose to find the missing rib. I was
sorry that the Premier w hen he spoke the
other night did not illclude adult snffrage
among the reforrlls that he intended to·
introduce.'
MI'. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).-He did
include it.
Mr. KEOGH.-I am glad he did,
because that was one of the planks of Sir
GeNge Tumer's platform, and I have no
doubt the Premier looks on himself as the
lawfnl heir of the right honorable gentleman.
Mr. BEN'L'.-He only meant woman's
sufFrage so far as the Upper House was.
concerned.
Mr. KEOGH.-Thnt may be so, but it
would be very hard to get such a Bill
through another place. 1 think the only
way that we shall be able tr. get it through
eventually will be by the force of public
opinion, which even the other place cannot
resist. It has been said by honorable
members that woman's proper sphere is.
at home minding her children. I do not
know why any honorable member should
take on himself to judge what woman's.
proper sphere is. A woman might just as'
well say that a man's proper sphere is ill!
his office or behind the plough. It is.
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said bv the honorable member for Eastern
Suburbs that some women are not
qualified t<D vote. That is perfeo~ly true;
but what qualification do we ask from
men 1 Even men that are so ignorant
that they cannot read or write are given
a vote. There is a special clause in our
electoral law providing for taking their
vote.
Mr. 'iVBI'l'E.-They cannot get electors'
rights if they oannot write.
Mr. KEOGH.-If a man is a. ratep:qer,
even if he cannot read or write, be has a
vote.
Mr. 'VHITE.-Yes, but only if he is on
the ratepayers' roll.
Mr. KEOGH'.-If a man can vote
without being able to read or write, why
should we deny a vote to a woman on the
ground that she is not sufficiently educated ~ I venture to say that if there
were a test as to education between the
men and the women in this State, the
women would come out victorious.
Mr. H. R. 'iVILLTAMs.-Hear, hear; I
am sl1re they would.
Mr. KEOGH.-It has been said by the
hOllorable member for Eastern Suburbs
that women do not make g~od soldiers.
That is perfectly true. I. do not think
they do, but they have been quite willing
to go to South Africa to nurse our sick
and wounded soldiers. rrhey have been
shut up in the different towns that have
been besieged; they have behaved with
great bravery and fortitude, and our boys
wounded there have written back to us
and told llS that they behaved as angels
upon earth. So they do, and there is not
a man in this chamber whlll, if he were
taken ill to, morrow, would say-" Do not
bring a ~'omall near me. She has not.
sufficient intelligence to nurse me." 1'here
is no man who would not be glad to have
lhe tender care of a woman, and men
know perfectly well that in a sick room
no one shows more tenderness, more
thoughtfulness, or mtOre brain power than
a woman can. On our death-bed there is
no one we like to have near us better than
a woman. There is no oue who can nurse
us better, and still we will deny these w<;>rnen
tho vote. vVbat are we fighting for in
South Africa at the present time ~ Weare
fighting simply because the Boers denied
the franchise to the Uitlandel's, and are
we going to delly to our own sisters and
our own mothers what we are fighting for
and shedding rivers of blood for in South
Africa to-day 1 I venture to say there is
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not a member of this Chamber who can
remember his mother in the prime of life
who will not admit that she had quite
as much, if not more, intelligence as he
has to-day. The honorable member forEastern Snlmrbs admitted that an the
good that he had in him to-day he owed t&
his mother, and still he would deny her a.
vote.
One of the great arguments
against women's suffrage is that when
a man is married his wife would.
probably vote in the same way as he'
does, and so he would have two votes, Ol~
if she did not vote in the same way as he·
does it wonld kill his vote. That is a
sort of al'gument of" Heads I win, tails you
lose"--not satisfied either way. I think
all philosophers, as the honorable member
for Eaglehawk has pointed out, from Plato
to John Stuart Mill, h:we said that women
have quite as much illtelligence as men,
although their trend of thought does not
always run in the same groove. It is said
that women do not care about going to the·
ballot-box, but that cau be easily got over
by voting by post. 'Ve kn0w they have
women's suffrage ill South Australia, in
vYest Australia, and in New Zealanlil, and
nothing serious has happened. That. is,
after all, the best test we can have. What
is going to happen if we grant women's.
suffrage ~ They have not had any more
earthquakes than usual in Now Zealand
sinee they granted it there, anc everything·
has gone on just the same
I think the
real reason why we will not give womenl
a vote is on accollllt of some pride
born in men produced by the predominance of ages. I have not heard
any sound argument why we sho.uld
not give women a vote. Exactly the same
arguments as are being used now were'
used it! England years ago whell thefranchise was denied to the Roman
Catholics and the Jews, but I thillk people
are too liberal now to deny the franchise·
to those classes to-day. 1'h"e real question
is whether the women are en~itled to a,
vote or not, and it is not a question of
how they would use it, or whether they
would be cGll1servatives or liberals. If
they are entitled to the vote, they ought
to get it. [contend that the'y ought to·
get it, and I shan support the Bill.
Dr. MALONEY.-l am personally very
thankful to the honorable member for
Eaglehawk for introducing this Bill. It
may interest honorable members to see'
the list of those who spoke against and in
favour of the measure in 1894 on the·
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:second occasion when I made the attempt
to get a similar Bill passed, and when I
bad the privilege and the honour of
having the honorable member for Nor·
manby to second it. Out of the thirteen
who spoke against women's suffrage on
that occasion, eight have been bumped
out of their constituencies by the vote of
the electors, one has died, one is in the
House of Representatives-but he has
<nvned his fault, and, in adopting the
programme of the Barton Uovermuent,
he has actualiyadopted adult sllffl'ageand there are only three left in this
House of those thirteen.
Oue is
the honorable mem bel' for Eastern
Suburbs, another is the honorable
member for Barwon, and the third
is not in the Honse at present, and I
therefore shall not mention his name.
Out of the nine who spoke in favour of it,
six are members of this House at the
present moment, one is dead, and not one
of the others has changed his opinion.
Only two lost their seats at their elections.
I must congratulate the Howse also upon
the shortness of the speech 3.nd the loss
of virulence of the honorable member f()r
Eastern Suburbs. Anyone who likes to
read up the tomes of llansa'f'd will see
that the honorable member insulted the
intelligence of the House by quoting the
sallle indecent verse as he partly quoted
to-night, but he was not brave enough to
use the word which he insinuated. He
simply threw out an insult and an
innnendo t.o more than half of the residents of the community. This is only in
keeping with the vile aspersion made in
another place once by one honorable member, who has al ways regretted it, as his
friends have. It was a vile insult, not
only to the intelligence of the Chamber in
which he was £itting, but also to the
people outside. 'rhen did not the honorable member for Eastern Sulolubs say
that he would as soon give a vote
to a screamil~g cockatoo as to the
wornon of tho c~mmllnity 1 He did
not know at the time, perhaps, that
it was t he male ('ockatoo which kicked up
the greatest amount of row, and it was.a
lady who drew his attention to the fact.
Apparently he had not studied natura.l
history. As to women being unable to
serve as soldiers, the honorable member
for Eastern Suburbs forgot that every
soldier had to be born of woman. Every
mother who brings a soldier into life
stands sentjnel between life, and death,
Dr. :bl a louey.
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and yet the honorable member would
throw out this absurd argument. All of
our party know well that those who so
strenuously oppose women's suffrage by
unjust at"gllments-I do not mejlll those
who justify their attitude by fair arguments-are simply those who fight
against
factory legislation, against
raising woman to a fair pedestal,
and against allowing her to have the
same pay for the same work as a man.
We must pi ty their ignorance, and if by the
greatness of our Federal Parliament we
obtain adult suffrage, I am Sllre that after
wha.t they would see from their personal
experience they would not use the same
argument, because they 'would find that
women would purify the polls and improve
the atmosphere in electoral matters. I
was in South Australia some time ago, and
I went into this matter very carefully,
and I certainly could not find that by going
to the poll women had lost any of the
respect that they formerly enjoyed. I
never heard any decent man saying that
it did anything but good.
Mr. McKENZIE.-'Vhat about canvassing?
Dr. MALONEY.-Canvassing is a very
different thing. If the honorable member
is prepared to submit a proposal to do
away with canvassing I shall support him.
I do not think that a single honorable
member here loves the system of canvassing and of going cap in ha,nu to each
elector and asking him for his vote. It is
really an interference with the secrecy of
the ballot, and it should not be allowed.
Mr. McKENZIE.- You move that, and
you will have plenty of support.
Dr. MALONEY.-I was told by one
gentleman that women did not invent
anything.
I said-" Yon are wrong.
There are plenty of inventions patented
by women." Then I said to him,. "Vhat have you invented?" He said"Oh, I have not invented anything."
Whereupon I asked him-" Then what
right have you to a vote ~" "Oh," he
said, '- but women cannot fight." I said"Have you ever fought?" He said"No,. I have not." "Then why should
yon have the right to vote? " I said. That
gentleman has since seen that he was
wrong, and he is man enough to own it.
Time was when it was thought that
women had not sufficient brain power to
study the classics or to obtain a liberal
education, but now all that is at an end.
We find that the t,,·o great English
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universities allow women to present them-sel ves for examination, although they will
not admit them. y.et to the degrees. The
-vcry arguments that have been used
lin our commu.nity against WODlen having
a vote are llsed in England, Ireland, and
:Scotland to-day against allowing men to
have manlwod suffrage. It is said that
they dQ not want it, that they have
shown no aptitude for it, and that they
have not raised any great political cry
throughout the country. We know in this
country that_ they do want it, and that
they know the value of it. If we value
jt, we should give it to the greater half of
the population. It is said that the women
:should keep to their homes. rrhat is all
very well, but some of them may not have
homes. I know that from my seven years'
-experience in London, to say nothing
about my experience in Victoria. It has
been conteaded that, at all events, our
unfortunate sisters should not haNe a vote,
bnt, if that is so, why should our brothers,
who are equally guilty, have a vote given
to them ~ That argument is only dust
.and ashes, and has no basis of truth in it.
.£ trust that the Government will have a
majority in favour of the Bill j and, if the
present Government does not succeed in
carrying it through both Houses, then I
hopethel'e will soon be a strong Government
which will be able to do so.
Mr. BENT.-"Where will you get them 1
Dr. MALONEY.--I shall not look towards my honorable friend, at all events.
If the Ministry is not strong enough, let
them go to the people, and the people
will soon teach them how to deal with t.he
:secolld Chamber. We know that it is a
very strong Chamber, but we know that
there is one sovereign power that is
'stronger still, and that is -he people outside. I do not want thiE House to go
creeping to the other Cham\. Ill'. I would
rather see this measure tac ".ld on to the
Appropriation Bill. rrhat is ,-'le only way
to get it after being treated 'as we have
been-kicked and buffeted ~ime after
time. They won't face a v, ~e of the
people. If they did the resuh would be
the same as it was in South Aus. :·alia. I
trust that honorable members \"ill pass
this Bill to,night. If the other l )amber
'still refuses to accept it I shall be ,)11e to
fight them, and if we cannot fight them
at an election, because of the a. \surd
:system under which the mem ben of
another place are made eligible: at all
,events we can look forward to the Federal

Suffrage Bill.

2667

Govermnent in the hope that they will
either mend it or end it.
Mr. DEEGAN.-I listened with a good
deal of pleasure to the speech of the
honorable member for Eaglehawk, and I
am prepared to say that I agree with
everything he advanced in favour of the
virtue, and character, and intelligence of
women. Believing strongly as 1 do in
the good qualities of womankind, I should
be quite ready to vote in favour of this
Bill if .I believed that womankind required
such a measure to be passed. But I am
so strongly convinced from the observation
of years in connexion with this matter
that womankind llot only do not desire
such a legislative measure, bnt are absolutely and eal'nestly opposed to it, that I
am compelled to raise my voice against it.
I have taken note of discussions in this
Cham bel' for some years past in cOl1nexion
with women's suffrage.
I have read the
discussions that have taken place in other
places, and I have taken au interest in
considering the question from various
points of view. Philosophically, although
perhaps in an amateur way, and as a lover
of literature, I have taken note of what
has been recorded historically and otherwise, with regard to the position of women
in politics and in social life, and I am abso·
lutely convinced that the proposal now
before the House, and which has been
before the House on several previous
occasions, is not in the interests of women,
and, of course, is not in the interests of
men. The interests of both, r think, are
identical. Nothing has ever been shown
in the discussions that ha.ve taken place
to indicate that the women of Victoria, or
indeed the women of any country where
women suffrage has been granted, over
desired the suffrage. 'rhere is nothing to
indicate that the women of Victoria desire
it or that the men of Victoria desire it.
It has been put forward in Government
programmes year after year for reasons
that were sufficient, I suppose, to those
Governments, but certainly not for reasons
thnt could be understood by the outside
public or by any impartial observer. The
fact that women's suffrage has been included
in Government programmes and has been
accepted by candidates at genera.l elections
is not the slightest indication that the
people of Victoria want this measure, or
that the womon of Victoria wallt it.
An HONORABTJE ME)lBER,-How would
you suggest that we sh(j}uld get that information 1
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Mr. DEEGAN.-By a referendum, if
you like, and I am quite certain that
nine-t.enths of the women would vote
against it. While the discussions on this
subject have been taking place from time
to time I have spoken to women of all
sorts and conditions in regard to t.his
question-women who occupy good positions in society, women of culture, women
of unquestionably high intelligence, and
women of the greatest domestic virtues,
and I ha ve never met one woman of that
kind, young or old, middle-aged or otherwise, '" ho is not opposed to this proposal. I say that earnestly and hone~tly.
Mr. WrLKINs.-There are a good many
yon have not met, theu.
Mr. DEEGAN.-I am quite prepared
to admit that. I am quite sure that the
honorable member for Eatzlehawk is
quite as much ill earnest as I am in his
views with regard to the Bill. Of GOlilrse
I know perfectly well, by reading, that ~
great number of ladies in the community
have beon agitating in favour of this
reform, but I have my own opinion
to
the correctness of
their
as
views.
I think they are
wrong,
aud 1 do not think that the majority
of their si~ters desire it. I am convinced
that they are opposed to it. So far as I
am persona,lly concemed, I may tell the
honorable member that I should be very
glad indeed to see women's suffrage
adopted, because I think I could influence
a very la,rge number of votes. I am not
speaking ill a frivolons way, or from an
egotistical point of vie,v, when I say that if
I regarded it a~ a matter of political expediency I should at/vocate the passing of
this Bill. bnt [ have so high a respect for
the opinioll of women that I am opposed
to it in their interests and at their desire.
I stand here to-night on behalf of a large
number of ladie~ ill this community who
say that they are utterly opposed to the
passing of the Bill. One of their reasons is
that they do not want to be dragged it-lto
a polling bootb. The answer given to that
is that they will not be compelled to vote,
bnt I say that they would be compelled to
vote. If the Bill is passed, every woman,
whether mother, danghter, or sister, must
go to the polling booth to protect themselves against what might be an awkward
balance in the voting if they stayed away.
If the agitating ladies insist l.lpOn going
to the polling booth, of course the
other portion of womankind must go
too, and vote according to the
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desires of their husbands, or brothers, or
sweethearts, as the case may be. I quite
agree with the honorable member for
Eaglehawk that the result would probably
be more conservative than, radical. There
is no objection to the Bill on that score.
My objection simply is that women do not
want it, and if the honorable member can
convince me that the majority of the
women require it, I would vote for it
cheerfully and without allY hesita.tion. r
have no philosophical objection to it, n()
scriptural objection, no social objection"
and certainly no personal objection, but I
object to it an behalf of womankind themsel ves.
There is nothing to !:lhow that
womell require any legislative redress.
Mr. H. R. 'V1LLIAMs.-Twenty thousand
of them addressed this House by petition r
asking for the Bill.
Mr. DEEGAN.-Yes, and you could get
120,000 to petition against it.
Mr. McKENzm.-Twenty-six thousallCC
did petition against it, and those names
were got within six weeks.
Mr. DEEGAN.-In the course of the
debates, n0thing has ever been brought
forward to show that women require
redress in that way. There is nG> legislatiye redress that women require that will
not be acc0rded to them by men.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).-The
same might have been said of the slaves in
America.
Mr. DEEGAN.-I think that suggestion is altogether irrelevant. I say that
there is no legislative redress that will
not be granted to women by men, in this
age at all events. There might have been
a time 700 or 800 years ago when men:
were illclined to treat women as inferiors,.
and to regard them from a political point.
of view somewhat rudely; but those days
have all passed away, and I am satisfied
t.hat the interests of women are just as
safe in the hands of men legislators as
they would be ill the hands of a Legislalatllre entirely composed of women. I
believe that if the choice had to be made
women would prefer that legislation
affecting them should be deal t with hy
men rather than by women, from a
pbilosophical and impartial point of view.
History shows us, moreover, that women
do not require Acts of Parliament to giv~
them dominant power by means of a
vote. 'rVomen all through history, from
the earliest stages-from the time referred
to by the honorable member for Eaglehawk~
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of the lady who, as the boy said, apply to him the words addressed by the
condemned us all for the sake of a bite great Queen to the Earl of Essexof the gQlden pippin-down to the preHe either fears his fate too much,
'Sent age, have always exercised a
Or his deserts are small,
Who dares not put it to the touch
dominant influence, not only in social life,
To win or lose it all.
but in politics, and in every department of
human activity. vVe have had women
Mr. DEEGAN.-Those lines were not
monarchs from the earliest days, I'tnd we written by Queen Elizabeth.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I think they were
have had wumen monarchs in late days.
'Ne have had" the court, the camp, the addressed to Sir 'Yalter Raleigh, not to
.grove," and very often the church, ruled the Earl of Essex.
Mr. EVfEN CAMERON.-It does not
by women. Woman has always exercised
by reason of her intelligence and matter very much.
While we claim
mesmeric influence, which is greater than their proper rights for men, it is also
any legislative power she could achieve, a an axiom of justice that he who asks
domination which I think has been greater for anything should also be prepared to
than any power exercised by man. 'rhe concede the same equal right of justice to
heads of great men have rolled in the others. That is an axiom of jurisprudence,
dust beoause of women.
Powerful that whatever you ask for yourself you
monarchs have been torn from tbeir should be prepared to concede to your
thrones and hurled into obscurity because fellow men.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yqu would not carry
of women. The cabinets of great statesmen have been controlled by womeu, and that into effect, would you ~
Mr. EW'EN CAMERON.-I would.
all through history you can find instances
Mr. McKENzIE.-vVould you give a
of the man'ellous power, the dominant
power, of woman, which cannot fail to Chinese a vote~
Mr. EWEN CAMERON.-So far as I
impress you.
Therefore I believe that
women do not require :l. Women's Suffrage am concerned, if he proved himself worthy
Bill in order to exercise influence either of it, I would give him a vote. If yon
on their own behalf or in regard to any reason on abstract principle you cannot
other matters which may interest them. deny women a vote.
Mr. McK1CNZlE.-Nor as an abstract
For these reasons I am opposed to this
Bill, although, as I said before, if I principle can you deny a vote to an
could be sure that; the women desired aboriginal.
NIl'. EvVEN CAMEB.ON.-I do not wish
the suffrage, I would vote heartily for
to discuss the question from the point of
it.
Mr. Ew'EN CAMERON (por;·tland).- view of abstract truth, but as a matter
It would be a difficult task indeed to of practical politics. We know that a
reconcile the conflicting statements of the groat part. of the national aspirations aucl
honorable member for Melbourne East govenVJlent of this conn try has been
(Mr. Deegan). First of all, we have had vested ill another body of legislators, and
the state men t that women can very well that we are practically now engaged in
Tely upon the chivalry of mell, and that domestic legislati(m, and won len arc
there i~ no necessity to give them the recognised as having an equal voice in a
-suffrage for the reason that all their great part of our domestic legislation. For
wishes and wants will be readily and instance, in regard to our system of local
:generously recognised by men.
'Ve mnnicipal government, all the women
were practically told that the age ([}f who are rat.epayers have the right to vote.
--chivalry had come again, notwithstanding
~fl'. ISAAcs.-And do vote.
·the dirge of Edmund Burke over the grave
Mr. EWEN CAMERON.-And do vote.
-of Marie Antoinette, that the age of chivalry 'rhe principle is recognised in connexion
·had passed a,vay for ever. 'When the with the various churches. They recoghonorable member was speaking about the nise that v,'omen, notwithstanding what
marvellons influence of women, it is a St. Pa.ul or any body else has sa.id, are an
wonder that he did not tell us about the important factor in church life, and that
battle of Actimn, when Cleopatra bronght their voices must have weight in the
· about the ruin of Antony. It seems to counsels of the church.
me that, having so much faith in the
Mr. McKENZJE.-St. Paul never said
powers of women, he might very well that women should not vote ill connexion
· grant them the suffrage, unless we are to with the church.
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Mr. E'VEN CAMERON.-Let us leave
St. Paul alone, and merely speak of those
who are carrying out the doctrille of St.
Paul, and of those who are carrying out
the other great principle of democratic
government that is embodied in our system
of municipal government. There the
right of women to a vote is recognised,
and whatever might be thonght of the
position of women in a nation when yon
are considering warlike affairs, and when
you are going to take up a bellicose attitude, whatever might be thought of their
influence when you have other nations to
conquer-whatever may be the force of
the argument, which has been so well
ad vanced by Sir Henry 'Vrixon 011 many
occasions, as to women having to take part
in the deliberations of the nation in dealing with questions @f war and peace
-these are not questions which are
involved in the policy of this particular
State, and under this particular Governmeut at this time. We have parted with
that al::!pect of the question, and I am not
going to offer an opinion as to whether the
Commonwealth should embrace the question of adult suffrage or not. It is outside
of my province as a member of this House,
and I do not express an opinion upon it.
But within this State, and within the
province of our legislative functions
as the State Parliament, I hold that
it is wise,
lugical,
and
consistent with our existing condition of
things that women should have a voice in
the government of this country, and that
voice, I am perfectly sure, will be used to
the ad vantage of the country, beclituse
in domestic questions-and our legislation is purely domestic now-l will
undertake to say that the average
woman knows as much as about three
men; and, certainly, if my honorable
friends sitting in the corner here, hope
to gain any ad vantage by womanhood
suffrage, I am perfectly snre they will be
disappoin ted.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-VVe do not consider
our advantage, we consider the justice of
it.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON.-I agree with
the honorable member there, and that is
a reason why it should not be regarded as I
a party question. I merely wish to point
out that so far as I can form any opinion,
and my opinion is utterly unbiased, it is
merely a qnestion, first of all, of right. I
have al ways said that women are entitled
to the vote, and it is a. q nestion of
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practical politics as to what the value of'
their voice would be in the government or
the State. Now, I might point out that
in Ar:nerica, which has given us some precedents worth remembering, the biographer
of Emerson, who is looked upon asone of the
great teachers of the American people, and
who revi ved the spirit of that people when
they were apparently suffering defeathis biographer tells you, in one of the
ehapters devoted to his history, that his
life was largely shaped by a circle of
women with whom he came in contact.
One chapter of his biography is headed
- " A Legend of Good Women," and that
legend of good women is the beginning of
the transcendental movement which did
so muoh to strengthen American life litnd
character when it was becoming effete.
There, a century ago, women were doing'
work, in the vas; Continent of America,
which is bearing fruit to-day-by exanlple,
by teaching-in making and building up
the most virile, active, and enterprising
people probably to be found ill the world
at the present time. In a young community,
such as Ollrs is, it may IDe expected that if
we give the mothers of our people the
same interest as all our other citizens, the·
same incentive to influence the life and
character of their children, with the opportunities they have, and which men have
not-beoause, after all, the men of our race
are taught by their mothers, not by their
fathers, their characters are formed in
their homes-it will surely be to the
advantage of this community. If it is.
contended that the women are unfit, that
they have not had the requisite training, or
the experience necessary to qualify them to
exercise the franchise, I ask, when do you
think they will have that training'
and experience, if you never give
them the opportunity ~ And are you
going to hand over the training of
your sons and daughters to practically
ignorant women, for that is the contention of honorable members who oppose
this movement ~ I say it is infinitely
better to give women such an interest in
the political affairs of this country as to
cause them to instil in their children the
highest political principles and political
morality, and create in them an interest and enthusiasm in political affairs,.
seeing that those children will soon be
taking a part in the government of this.
country.
Mr. PRENDERGAST movedThat the debate be now adjoumed.
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Mr. BENT said· tho Bill required a
majority of the members of the Assembly
to pass its second reading, and as its supporters had not got the requisite number,
they desired the adjournment of the debate. They bad told tho ladies in the
gallery and outside that they were going
to give them the franchise, but he denied
that they could do so by means of this
measure, which was simply a false pretence. If the su ppol'ters of women's franchise really meant business, why did they
not compel the Government to bring in
the necessary Bill1 He was sorry Ministers
were not present when it was said that
they bad got notice to quit, and were going
to be kicked out.
Mr. TRENWIl'H.-We have heard that
statement before.
Mr. BENT said it had been repeated, in
the course of the debate on this Bill, with
great force. If the motion for the adjournment of the debate was negatived, the supporters of this measure could not carry
the second reading.
Dr. MALONEY.--I am willing to go to a
division.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
would not give his vote for the Bill OIl
the prese:nt occasion.
Dr. MAJJONEY.-Put us to the test.
Mr. BENT said he was anxious to have
a division on the BilL
Mr. PRENDERGASl'.-'Ve do not want to
kill you politicall'y, and therefore we do
not intend to make you vote against the
Bill to-night.
Mr. BENT said he took a lot of killing,
politically or otherwise. 'When the debate was resumed, he would have something to say on this questi(!)n.
Mr. J. HARRIS expressed the opinion
that the motion for the adjournment of
the debate sh~mld be agreed to. Not
that much more could be said on this
vexed question 0f wGmen's suffrage, because the thing was worn threadbare.
The honorable member for Eaglehawk
delivered a splendid speech, and although
he did not agree with all that was said in
it, he listened to it with much interest.
The honorable member gave the House
the hist<!>ry of all times from before the
flood, and also Grecian, Roman, and English
history, but some of his comparisons
were not very good. As several honorable members desired to speak on the
measure, it would be 'Yell to adjourn the
debate.
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The House divided on the question, that
the debate be now adjol.lmedAyes

43
14

No~

Majol'ity for the adjournmtmt of
the debate
29
AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"

Bennett,
J. W. Billson,
Bromley,
Burton,
" E. Cameron,
" Cullen,
" Forrest,
" Foster,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" A. Harris,
" J. Harris,
" Hennessy,
" Holden,
" Isaacs,
" Keogh,
" Kerr,
" Kirton,
Dr. Maloney,
Mr. Methven,
" Mitchell,
Ii
O'Connor,
" O'Neill,

Mr. Outtrim,
" Peacock,
" Prendergast,
Lt.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" Sangster,
" Shiels,
" Smith,
" Stanley,
" Toutcher,
" Trenwith,
:, Tucker,
" Vale,
" "Tarde,
" Wilkins,
" E D. Williams,
" H. R. Williams,
" W. H. Williams.

'l'ellers.
\[r. Beazley,
" McGregor.
NOES.

Mr. Bent,
" Duffus,
" Dyer,.
" Langdon,
" Lazarus,
" Mackinnon,
" Madden,
Sir John McIntyre,

Mr.
"
"
"

McKenzie,
McLeod,
Sterry,
White.

Teller8.
Mr. Boyd,
" Nichols.

The debate was adjourned until Wednesday, N ovem bel' 27.
The House adjourned at eight minutes.
to eleven o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE
Th~b1'8day,

ASSElVIBLY.

November

14,

1,901.

The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
CUSTOMS AND TELEGRAPH
DEPARTMENTS.
SALARIES IN O'l'HER Sl'A'l'ES.
Mr. DUFFY asked the Premier whether
the officer who had been sellt to the·
neighbouring States to inquire into the
work done by certain officers in the Post
and Telegraph department and tho Customs department bad made his repol't 1
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Mr. PEACOCK.-With regard to this
matter, Mr. Cerntty has returned, and has
obtained fnll information. He is now
compiling his report, and I am expecting
every day to receive it.
TRACK. CUTTING Arr HEALESVILLE.
Mr. BEAZLEY said he wished to call
tbe attention of the Minister of Mines to a
rather urgent matter. He had been informed that the men working at traek
cutting in the Healesville district had
been placed in a difficul ty owing to the
fact that no inspector had visited the
work for some time, with the result that
the work had not been passed. The men
were therefore left without money, and
had no means of getting proper food. For
a considerable time they had been living
upon damper or bread and jam, whilst
their wives and families were still worse
off. He had been waited on that morning
in connexion with the matter, and had
promised to bring it under the notice of
the Minister.
Mr. Bu.RrrON.-This matter comes as
a surprise to me. I am very sorry to hear
the statement made by the honorable
member, and I hope that there will be
some proper explanation. At present I
cannot say anything more. I am leaving
town by the first train in the morning,
but I shall leave instructions that the
matter must be remedied as qllickly as
possible.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
Mr. SADLER movedThat thel'e be laid before this House a return
showing1. W hat is the estimated cost under the
Government's educational scheme of kindergarten material for all the schools in the colony;
of free arm drawing material; of brush drawing material; of cardboard modelling material;
of manual training material, i.e., Sloyd; of thci
Model School; of the Pupil Teachers' School;
of the Training College extra; of the Continuation Schools; of the Feeble-minded Children's
School; of the DelLi and Dumb School; of the
Truant ~chool; of the Neglected Children's
School; of the Schoul for the Blind; of the
Cookery and Domestic Economy School; of
1he MamHtl Training Schools; of the Special
Schools; of the Technical Schools; of the
withdrawal of pupil teachers, and doing the
work by assistants; and of smaller classes
and consequently more assistants? 2. 'Vhat
is the estimated cost of the abolition
of payment 'by results, and consequent payment of 100 per cent. results .LS a maximum;
of the new rate for sewing mistresses; of
special teachers for kindergarten; and of increase in salaries to the maximum?

Department.

Mr. GURR.-There is 110 objection to
furnishing, as far as we possibly can, the
information asked for by the honorable
member. In fact, I have already instructed the officers of the depart.ment t{)
get it ready. So far as the second part of
the motion is aoneerned, the figures referred to will be circulated durib1g the
afternoon. rrhey should have been here
by this tinle, but they will be circulated
quite in time for consideration in connaxion with the Teachers Bill when that
measure gets into eomrnittee.
The motion was agreed to.
HOUR OF MEETING.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the sessional order appointing the days
and hour for this House to meet for the
despatch of business be rescinded, so far as it
relates to the hour of meeting on Wednesaay
and Thursday in each week, and that two
o'clock be the hour of meeting on such days.

Mr. BROWN.- What is the necessity for
this ~
Mr. l)EACOCK said there was a lot of
work to be done before the close of the
session.
The adoption of this motion
would also enable him to carry out the
promise he had made with regard to
private members' business. He did not
purpose taking ad vantage of the motion
on every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon~ unless he found it to be absolutely
necessary.
Mr. RUBINSON observed that he would
like the Premier to give some assurance
that the ch~{mber would be made a little
more habitable. l'he ()ne warm day that
honorable members had had was extremely trying, and he was sure that, if
the House continued to sit late in the
summer, the building would be very bot.
He believed it was possible, by means of
applying certain compo~itions to the roof,
to make the building much cooler. If
something of this kind was not done the
builcl.ing would be unbearable in the summer time under its iron roof.
Mr. SHIELS observed that there was a
great deal of force in what the honorable
member for Dundas had said. He himself had always been apprehensive of the
building in the summer time.
Mr. DUFPY.-It used to be too cold,
and now it is too hot.
Mr. SHIELS said that in many respects
the work. had not been satisfactorily done.
For instance, in the room occupied by
members of the Opposition, there was 110
fire-place, and no window.
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Coal Mines Bill, 2347, 235:3,2355.
Education Act Amendment Rill, 3382.
.Friday Sittings, 3282.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3469, 3472,
3475.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 617.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 61:3.
Money Lenders Bill 1407.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2746.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Railway Department - Insufficiency of
Trucks, 3731.
Whitfield 1,0 Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill. 3568.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1892.
Consolidation of Acts of Parliament-Question
by Mr. Sternberg, 847.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No I)-·Received
from Legidative Assembly, and read first
time, 214; second reading moved by:Mr.
'Wynne, 214; debated, 215; Bill read.
second time, and passed through rem~ining
stages, 218-25; Royal assent, 472.
Consolidated Revenue. Bill (No. 2)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, 'and p(~ssed
through all its stages, 47::1-4; Royal as;;ent,
609.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)--Recei vee!
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 1045 ; Royal al:lsent,
1392.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 2921-2;' Royal
assent.
Contingent for South Africa-Statement by Mr.
D. Ham re letter in Age newspaper, by
Mr. McCulloch, in favour of seIHling
another contingent to South Africa, 3274 ;
discussion thereon, 3274.
CROOKE, Hon. E. J. (Gippsland Prov.)
Artifieial Manurea Act] 897 Further Amendment Bill, 1694, 1703, 1704, 1705, 1706,
17u7, 1708, 1857,1861.
Australasian Dramatic and Musical Association Land Bill, 3237.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Aet 1897
Amendllient Bill, 1393, 152:3.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3361, 338;3,
3386, 3387, 3388, 3391, 3392,3571, 3574,
3577, 3578.
Employers and Employes Act (Part III.)
Further Amendment Bill, 3286.
Gold Ruyers Licensing Bill, 32~{7.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Hoddinott, 3074.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 473, 612.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 609.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 617,618.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2789. 3237.
Railway Loan Bill, 3393, 3475, 3476.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3877.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3237.
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Hon. E. J. (contin~ted)Sports Hetting Suppression Bill, 3221, 3233,
3235,3236.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, :3738.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3393,
3481.

CROOKE,

Sir HENRY ( Wellington)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 85.
Appropriation Bill, 3i25, :3727.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Rill, 1706, 1707.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 223.
CongraLulations on Reco\'ery from Illness,
~27~.
.
Consoli(lated Revenue Bill (No.1), 214, 223.
Den.th of Queen Victoria, 10.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irving, 266.
Election of President, 3.
Friday !-,ittings, :~285.
J[an8anl-Accommodation at the Table, 92.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill,290,
4RO. 481, 1411. 1412, 1756, 1757, 1758,
1761.
Libral'Y Committee, 214.
Lieutenant-Go\-eruor's Speech, fl, 139.
Local Government Act-Power to grant
<i-mtult!cs, (HI, 846.
l\[allee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 613, 6lG.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 628,
8;,)0, 8;')3.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 855,
862,8G3.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Act Amendment Bill, 1572.
::\[clb'oUl'lle and Metropolitan Board of vVorks
Expenditnre Validating Bill, 611.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 8·H).
l\Ioney Lenders Bill, 1409, 1708, 1756.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, G17, 618.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1573.

DAVIE~,

CUTIlllERT,

Cuthbert, Sir Henry-Statement by Mr. 'Vynne
congratnla,ting Sir Henry Cuthbert on recovery from serious illness, 3273; by the
President, 3273; Sir Henry Cuthbert returns thanks, 3273.
Dabscheck, A, Case of-Motion by Mr. Sternberg f0r appointment of select committee
to inquire iuto the case of Lands and Forests
depal'tment and A. Dabscheck relative to
allotment in parish of N eerim, agreed to,
2150 ; select committee's report, brought
up, 35G9; motion by Mr. Sachse for adoption of report, 3641; debate adjourned,
3643; report referred back to committee
for further consideration, and to bring up
report when evidence was printed, 3746;
second report from committtee brought up,
3851; motion by Mr. Sachse for adoption
of report proposed and withdrawn, 3852 ;
motion again proposed by Mr. Sachse,
3881 ; report adopted, 3882.
Dairy Supervision-Question by Mr. Black,
916.

~,.

Hon. J. M. (1I1elboume)
Appropriation Bill, 3726.
Artifieial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1696, 1702, 1703, 1704, 1705,
1707, 1708, 1858, 1860.
Assaflsination of the President of the United
States, 138S.
Case of A. Dabscheck, 3852.
Close of the Session, 388:3, 3884-.
Coai.Mines Bill, 2:~47. 2353, 23,;4, 2357, 2358,
2359, 2360, 3029, 3032, 3083, 3084, 3087,
3089, 3091, 3093, 3095, 3096, 309S, 3099,
3100, 3102, 3287, 3288, 3289, 329:2, 3297,
3299, 3:301, 3865, 3866.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 37:~2.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Payment of
Caterer, 224,225.
Commonwealth Government Offices -- Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 215, 222,
223.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 214, 218,
Contingent for South Africa,.3274.
220, 222, 223, 224, 225.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
607.
Death of Mr. J. A. vYallace, 208S.
Draught in the Council Chamher, 4.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3363, :~384,
338J, 3386, 3388, 3389, 3390, 3391, 3392;
339:~, 3570, 3571,3574, 3575, 3377.
Electric Light and Power Act HIOO Amendment Bill, 3S82.
Electric Tmctioll on Railways, 1054, 1037,
:3082, 3275.
Eurack Estate Purchase Eill, 1393, 1511.
Federal Pal'liament House, 87; AcconullodatiOll for Legislative Council, 1045, 1568,
2:362.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1854.
Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3465, 3470,
3474.
Hansard-Accommodation at the Table, 92.
Income Tax Bill, 3646, 3649.
Insoh-ency Bill, 279, 609, 916, 917, 918, 919,
!)'~1, 92:2.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 289,
480. 482.483. 484, 487.489,490, 491, 492,
1409, 1410, 1411, 1412, 1415, 1416, 1757,
17;'58, 175!), 1760,1762, 1763, 1764, 2617,
2799, 2800, 2801.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2152.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 14, 102.
Mallee Tanks 1895 Further Amendment Bill,
612, 613, 616.
•
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 989,
994, 996, 998, 2797> 2798, 348!, 3860, 3879.
:\fal'ringe Act Further Amendment Bill, 620,
624,626, 627,630, 851, 852, 853, 854, 169~,
1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 4i5,
855, 860, 3881.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expcnditure Validation Bill, 610.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts A mendment Bill, 3664, 3742, 3744,
3745,3746,3864.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Act Amendment Bill, 1572.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894, 3484,
3880.
Money Lendcrs Bill, 1396, 2791,2792, 2794.
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Hon. J. ~I. (continued)-- .
)Ioorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 849.
::\Iunicipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Vn,lidation Bill, 29l.
1\1 unicipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1989,
2610, :N82.
Ol,l-age Pensions Bill, 2546, 2723, 2789, 3018,
:~020, 3021, 3026.
Old-age Pensions Further Prov!.sion Bill,
150:3, ] 506.
Pompapiel Land Resumption mIl, 2159.
Pl,blic Scrvice Acts Amendment Bill, 3834,
38'>,), 38:)0.
Public Works Lon.n A pplication mIl, 3S76.
Rail way Depn.rtment - Demurraee Charges,
3730.
Rail way Loan Bill, 347G.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3878.
Registration of Births Deaths and :\Iarriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 233S.
Savings Banks Act Further Amenllment Bill,
:3186, :~879.
Sessional Arrangements, 91.
Sir '1'. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
~ports Betting Suppression Bill, 3222, 3230,
:3231, 3236.
Stnte School Teachers Bill, 3639, 3661, 3662,
:~(j63, 3664, 3720, 3722, 3724, :~832, 3853,
3854.
Teade Coupons Aholition Bill, 2.')48, 2622,
2626, 2627, 2628, 2922, 292:{.
Tramways Act ] 890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :3868, :3871.
Treasurer's Advance, 474.
Trusts Act Amemhnent Hill, 3719, 3864.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, :37:35, 3740, :3862.
Vermin Destruction Act Amenllment Bill,
2163, 2lG6, M80.
'Varburton Rail way - Erection of Goods
~heds, 2718.
vVarl'llamhool Land Bill, 2IG2.
\Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Hill, 3557, 3369, :J64:3, :3746
'VilLI Dogs Destruction Bill, 1145, 1150, 1151,
1154, 1891.

DAVIES,

Divisions--In the House-On )'fr. McCulloch's
motion for second reading of Exported
Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 1592;
on Mr. vVynne's motion for second reading
of Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343;
on Dr. Embling's amendment for the
on-.ission " half-past four" o'clock with the
yiew of substituting "half-past two" as
the hOllr of meeting on Fridays, 3283; on
Mr. Davies' amendment to fix "four"
o'clock as the hour of meeting, 3286; on
Mr. McCulloch's mot.ion for second reading
of 'Vhitpeld to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3568: 011 ::\11-. \Vynne's
motion for not insisting on disagreement
with Legislative Assembly's amendment
in Marine Act Further Amendment Bill,
3861.
Divisions-In Committee-On clause 9 of Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 488; on

Divisions-In Committee (continued)clause 10 of Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 869; on Mr .. Harwood's Amendment in clause 13 of Justices Law Further
Amendment Bill, 1410; on Mr. Crooke's
amendment on MI'. Pitt's proposed new
clause in Artificial iVlanures Act .l897 Furthur Amendment Bill, 1862; on Mi'. Le"i's
amendment in Tralle Coupons Aholition
Bill (fixing 1st June, 1902, instead of 1st
.Tanuary, 1902, as date of coming into
operation of measure), 2627; on Mr. Levi's
amendment in clause 1 of Old-Age Pensions Bill, 3016; on Mr. Melville's amendment on clause 2 of Sports Betting ~uppres
sion Bill, 3235; on Mr. Ballicu's amelHlment in clause 12 of Coal Mines Bill, :3294 ;
on Mr. Balfour's new clause in Education
Act Amendment Bill, 3574; on ),11'. ~lani
fo1<1's amendment in clause 20 of same Bill,
3578 ; on Mr. Davies' motion (during consideration of Whitfielrl to Mabaikah Railway Construction Bill) "that the Chairman
leave the chair," 3645.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment. Bill- Received from Legish1.tive Assembly, and read first time, 1:39:~;.
passed through remaining stages, 1523;
Royal assent, 2144.
DOWLI~G,

Hon. THOMAS (Nelson Prov.)
Lielltenant-Governor's Speech, 105.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 3015.
Sports Retting Suppression Bill, 322;).
\Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 356:3.

Drunkards, Habitual.

(See Inebriates.)

Education Act Amendment Bill-R.eceived
from Legislative Assemhly and read a first
time, 3083; second reading, moved by Mr.
Crooke, 3361; debated, 3365; Bill read
second time, 3384; considered in committee, :3384, 3570; read third time, 3578 ;
message from Legislative Assembly requestillg concurrence in amendment recommended by the Governor, 3951; amendment concurred in, 3951; Royal assent,
3932.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment
Bill-Keceived from Legislath'e Assembly
and passed through all its stages, 3882.
Electric Traction on l{ailways-~lotion by :Mr.
Melville that report of select cOlllmittee on
electric traction on railways appointed 2nd
November, 1898, be taken into consideration, 279; dehate adjourned, 281; resumed, 922; again adjourned, 927; resumed, IO-W; Illotion for reception of
report agreed to, r053-59; select committee appointed to further inquire into
question, 1144; progress report from
committee brought up, 2718; adoption
of repo[·t moved by Mr. Melville, :3074;
debated, 30Rl; debate adjonrnell, 3083;
resumed, 3275; report adopted, 3282.
EMBLTNCl, Hon. 'V. H. (N. C. Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 2559.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1388.
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El\{BLING, Hon. W. H. (continued)Coal Mines Bill, 2275, 2355, 2358, 2359,
2629, 3083, 3084, 3088, 3090, 3092, 3095,
3096, 3097, 3098, 3287, 3290, 3294, 3295,
3296.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3734.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 217.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3368, 3572.
:Electric Traction on Railways, 3277.
Factories and Shops Acts, 535.
Federal Parliament House, 84, 283; Accommodation for Legislative 'Council, 1047.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1853.
:Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283, 3284, 3286.
Gambling at ::;ports Meetings, 1569.
Income Tax Bill, 3652, 3654.
Income Tax in Trust Estates, 1500.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 486.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2269.
Libel on the King, 79.
Library Committee, 92, 473.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 100.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 476,
859, 862.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1895.
Miscellaneous Expenditure, 2922.
Money Lenders Bill, 1401.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1899,
2613,
Nurses-Central Examination Board. 2546.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2725, 3015,3018,3027.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill, 1505,
1509.
Railway Loan Bill, 3478, 3480.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217.
Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3228.
State Parliament House-Library, 473, 474 ;
Reading Room, 1045; Draughts, 1144.
State Parliament Library, 2921.
8tate School Teachers Bill, 3660,3663, 3721,
3734.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2551, 2621.
Yegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 37:38, 3740.
"Whitfield to Ma,haikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3556, 3569.
Wild Dogs Destruction Rill, 1148, 1151.
Employers and Employes Act (Part III.)
Further Continuation Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
3286; passed through remaining stages,
3579.
Empress Dowager of Germany (See Germany,
Empres.': Dowager of).
Burack Est1Lte Purchase Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
1:393; second reading moved by Mr.
McCulloch, 1509; debated, 1511; Bill
n~ad seeond time, 1519; considered in
committee, 1519; read third time, 1522;
Royal assent, 2144.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill
-Received from LegislatiYe Assemhly and
read first time, 1:387; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 1575; debated,
1578 ; motion for second reading negatived, 1592.
Factories and Shops Acts-Statement by Mr.
Levi 1'e "Serious operation of the Factories and Shops Acts upon the manufacturing industries and commerce of this

Factories and Shops Acts (rontimterllState," and question whether Government
intended to propose an amendment of the
law, 532; subject discussed on motion for
adjournment of the House, 532; return re
cost of wages boards ordered on motion of
Mr. Levi, 1155-6.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representatives Bill-Message from the LieutenantGovernor intimating that the Bill had
received His Majesty's assent, and been
proclaimed in the (toIJernment Gazette, 9.
Federal Parliament House-Question by Mr.
Levi 1'e arrangements for accommodation
of Federal Parliament, 81; statement by
Mr. \Vynne, 81; subjcct discussedonmotion
for adjournment of the House, 82; further
question by Mr. Abbott, 281 j snbject
again discussed on motion for the adjournment of the House, 281; question by Mr.
Sternberg 1'e arrallgements for setting apart
a room for accommodation of members of
Legislative Council, 1045; subject discussed on motion for the adjournment of
the House, 1045; questioll by Mr. Abhott,
Hi67 ; statement by the President, 1567 ;
hy 1\11'. McCulloch, 1568; by Mr. Davie3,
15G8; by Mr. \Yynne, 1560; question by
Mr. McBryde, Te limit of occupation of
building by Federal Parliament, 1569;
further question by Mr. Abbott, 23G1;
statements hy the President, 23ii1, 3011.

FITZGERALD, Hon. NICHOLAS (N. O. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, :3726.
Chief Commissioner of Police, 3728.
Consolidated Revenue Bill, (No.1) 217,
219.
Death of Mr. \Vinter-Irvillg, 266.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3574, 3576,
3577.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 485.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 631,
861.
Railway Department-Trucks, 37:31.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217, 219.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :3871.
Fitzgerald, Sir T. N.-Appointment to visit
South Africa as cOllsulting surgeon, discussed on Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.
1), 217.
Flower Sellers-Q~lestion by Mr. Levi 1'e prosecution of flower sellers in the streets of
Melbourne, 1850; statement by Mr. "'yune,
1851; subject discussed on motion for the
adjoul'llmeut of the House, 1852.
Friday Sittings-Motion by Mr. "Wynne for
Council to meet 011 Fridays at half-past foul'
o'clock during remainder of the session,
:3282; debated, 3282; amendment by Dr.
Embling for omission of "ha.lf-past four"
with a view of substituting "half-past
two," 3283; omission of "half-past four,"
carried, :3283; amendment by Mr. Davies
for insertion of "four," 3293; debated,
:3284; Mr. Davies' amendment carried,
3286.
Gambling at Sports Meetings-Question by Dr.
Embling, 1569.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Germany, Empress Dowager of-Death of the
Empress Dowager of Germany announced,
and address of sympathy with His Majesty
King Edward VII. adopted,606·7 ; address
to the. ~ieutenant-Governor requesting
transmiSSlOn to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies of address of sympathy, adopted,
607 ; letter from Lieutenant-Governor, intimating that he had cabled address to
Secretary of State for the Colonies, read
by President, 608; reply of the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, 845.
,Gippsland Province, Representation oi-Election of Mr. Hoddinott, announced, 1144.
<GODFREY, Hon. GEORGE (S. Yarr'a Prov.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1707.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 38.39.
Coal Mines Bill, 2286, 2629,3090, 3094, 3287.
Colac and Beech Forest Rail way Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Demise of the Crown-Position of Ministers,
137.
Education Act Amendment Bill,3369, 3387.
3:~88, 3389, :~575, 3'-177.
Electric Traction l~ailways, 1056, 3275.
F.urack Estate Purchase Bill, 1516, 1519.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1591.
Federal Parliament House, 284; Accommodation for Legislative Council, 1049.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne streets, 1854.
'Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3-172, 3475.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 617.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 1755.
Income Tax Bill, 3648, 3655.
Insolvency Bill. 916, 917, 918, 920, 921.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 290,
481, 484, 485, 490, 1409, 1410, 1411, 1413,
1416, 17,37, 1758, 1750, 1762, 1763, 1764,
2799, 2801, 2802.
L::md Laws Consolidation Bill, 2153.
I .. ientenal1t-GovernOL·'s ~peech. 9, 10, 1], 162.
l . ocal Government Act-Powei' to gra,nt Gratuities, 611, 845.
Mallee Tanks Act 180;5 Further Amendment
Bill. 614.
'Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 9931
994, 997, 3860.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 621,
626, 629, 630, 851, 853, 854. 1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 476.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporation Act,
545.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Act Amendment Bill, 1393, 1571. 2151,
3282.
'
Melbourne and Metropolitan Boa,rd of \Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3744, 3745.
Melbourne and }\letropolitan Board of Works
~~xpemliture Validation Bill, 610, 611
845.
'
Melhourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1895.
Mining Development Act Amendment Bill
213~
,
Money Lenders Bill, 1403, 2793.
lVIooroopna Race-course Reserve Sale Bill
1523.
'
'Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 849.
1\1:rs. There'la Gray, 1569, 1570, 1692.
·.Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1897.
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GODFREY, Hon. GEOI:.GE (continued)Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Validation Bill, 292.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2730,3019, 3022, 3025.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill
1504.
'
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2158,2160.
Port Melbourne Loan Bill, 2144, 2337.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2341.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
~ports Betting Suppression Bill, 3224, 3236.
State School Teachers Bill, 3662, 3723.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2559, 2623
2628.
1
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda.)
Bill, 3852, 3867, 3871.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3865.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill,3566.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1151,1154.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time
3237; second reading moved by Mr. Wynne:
3464; aebated, :~465; Bill read secon<il
time, 3470; considered in committee, 3470·
read third time, 3475; message from Legis:
iative Assembly intimating disagreement
with some of Council's amenuments, 3880 ;
amendments not insisted on, 3880; message
from Legislative Assembly requesting con- •
currence in amenlilment recommended by
the Governor, 3952; amendment concurred
in, 3952; Royal assent, 3952.
Gold Jubilee Exhibition - Question by Mr.
Sternberg, re opening of Victorian Gold
Jubilee Exhibition at Bendigo, 2545.
Goulburn System of Ntttional Works-Statement by Mr. Smith, 3724.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir G, S. Clarke,
K.C ..M.G.)-Statement by the President re
arrival of new Governor, 3102; by Mr.
McCulloch, 3102; address of congratulation,
proposed by Mr. 'Wynne, and agreed to,
3273-4; statement by President re presentation of aduress, 3353; His Excellency's reply, 3641; His Excellency'S speech on
proroguing Parliament, 3952.
Governor's Salary Further Reduction Bill, 1900
-Message from Lieutenant-Governor intimating that this Bill (which was reserved
for the signification of Her late Majesty's
pleasure) had received His Majesty's assent
and heen proclaimed in the Government
Gazette, 472.
GRAY, Hon. 'V. B. (N.C. Pro11.)
Coal Mines Bill, 2284,2629, 3028, 3029, 3030,
3031, 3033, 3034, 3001, 3288, 3294, 3298,
3:~00, 3302.
Cola,c and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3735.
Electric Traction on Railways. 1057.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3375.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3467, 3471,
3472, 3473.3474,
Income Tax Bill, :~648.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1413.
Meat SupelTision Act Amelldment Bill, 631.

867.
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Hon. 'V. B. (continued)Melhourne and l\1etropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Acts Amendment Hill, 3744, 3745, 3863.
Mining Development Act Amendment Bill,

GRAY,

2155.

:\fnnicipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1808,
2612.
OM-age Pensions Bill. 2731, 3018, 3019.
Oltl-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
150l).

Sports Betting Suppression Rill, 3231.
State School Teachers Bill, :3664.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2626.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilua)
Bill, 3872.
Gray, )1rs. Theresa-Question by Mr. GOdfrey
?'e cancelhttion of old-age pension to Mrs.
Theresa Gray, 1569; statement by Mr.
(lodfrey, 1692.
Grazing Areas Licensing Bill-Received from
l.Jegislative Assembly, amI read a first time,
41;l; passed throngh remaining stages,
616-7; l:oyal assent, 1392.

Hon. C. J. (continued)Colac and ReechForest Railway Construction:
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3733.
Commonwealth Celebrations"- Catering Arrangements, 225.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 22:}.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3375, 3:384,
3386,3390, 3391, 3392.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1852.
Friday Sittings, 3284.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3472, 3473.
Insolvency Bill, 920, 921,922.
Income Tax Bill, 3651.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 484~
487, 488, 491, 141~
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 160.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill,614.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill,
620,627.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 47;'),
631, 860, 3881.
Melbourne and Geelong CQrporation Act,

HAU,

MG.

Hon. F. H. (.N. ra?"1'a P,·ov.)
Absence of :Membcrs of the Uo\-el'l1ment, 10;j.
Appropriation Bill, :372.).
Artificial )Janures Act 1897 Further Amendlllent Bill, 18,,7, lS.i9. HlGl,
Coal ~lines Bill, 2280,2333,235.3, 2358, 3'287,
3206,3208.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1808 Amendment Bill, 3732.
C')mmonwealth Go\-el'l1ment Offices - PurclUL!:le of Dr. Rutla.ll's Property, 221.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 20nO.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3367, 3575,
3.in.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1581.
Factories and Shops Act, 538, 545.
Income Tax Bill, 3647.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 142.
~lelb.onrne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, :3S6:3.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1893.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1897,
2612.
Old-age PenE-ions Bill, 3027.
Oltl-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1508.
Parliament Library, 90.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3876.
H.ailway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3878.
Registration of Births Deaths and ~Iarriages
Act FurthCl' .Amendment Bill, 2339.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3222.
State ~ehool 'reachers Bill, 3660.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2623.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3868.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3736, 3740.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1892.
'Whitfield to Ma,haikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3556, 3643.

GRDIWADE,

HAM, Hon. C. J". (Melbo11rne).
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 89.
Appropriation Bill, 3i26.
Close of the Session, 3884.
Coal :Mines Bill, 2291, 3086, 3089, 3092.

M elhourne and Metropolitan Board of "Vorks
ExpelHliture Valillation Bill, 610.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3665, 3743, 3/46.
Municipalities Common wealth Celebrations
Expenditure Validation Bill, 291.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2745.
Railway Department-Trucks, 3731.
Raihmy Loan Bill, :3478, :34RO.
Railway Oflicers and Employes Retiring Dill,
3878.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3224, 3231,
3~32.

Springyale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill,3867.
State School Teachers Bill, 3662, 3663,3721.
Trust Acts Amendment Bill, :3865.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 35GS.
Hon. D.\VID (Welliuflton).
Artificial )Ianures Act 1897 Further Amend. ment Bill, 1859.
Close of the Session, 3884.
Coal Mines Bill, 2350,2:357,3030,3092,3100,
3101, 3102, 3293, 3297.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274, 3275.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2090.
Federal Parliament House--Accommodatioll
for Legislative Council, 1047.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3472, 3473,
3474.
'
Justices L:Lw Further AmendmentBill, l7GO.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 189!).
Old-age Pensions Bill, 3015, 3027.
Railway Loan Bill, 3476.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229.
State School Teachers Rill, 3721.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :31:\72.
'Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1155.

HAM,

Hansard-Statement by the President re reques. by chief of the Han~ard staff that
the repor~ers should be allowed t.o ta,ke
notes at the table of the House, 9 ; notice
of motion by Mr. ',",yune that authority be

LEGlSLA'l'IVE COUNClf ..

HunsunZ (continuea)given for the IIansarcl reporters to report
at the table <l uring the pleasUl'e of the
House, 9; motion proposed by Mr. \Vynnc,
92; debated, 92; debate adjourne<l, 93 ;
motion withdrawn, 1:39.
HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (S.-lV. PTOV.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill. 170;3.
Coal ~Gnes Bill, 2287, 2:-l56, 2360,3091, 3094,
iW95, 3096, 3101, 3294, 3300, 3:301, 330~,
3865.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3371, 3387,
3~88, 3:391, :3:392.
]i'actories and Shops Act, 545.
Friday Sittings, 3286.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3471.
Income Tax Bill, 365~.
Insolvency Bill, 91G.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 480,
482, 484, 488, 480, 491, 1410, 1411, 14l!,
2799, 2800, 2802.
Lieutenant-f.:.o\-ernor's speeech, 146.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 903,
994, :3S60.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 621,
625, 626, 628, 629, 850, 851, 852, 853,
1694.
Mel1t Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 631,
855.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3743, 3745, 3864.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
215 ~.
MOlley Lenders Bill. 140~.
Mool'panyal Land Act 1807 Further Amendnlcnt Bill, 848~
OM-age Pensions Bill, ·2730,3014, 3J16, 3020.
POlllpapiel Lane1 Resnmption Bill, ~160.
Registration of }~irths Deaths and Marriages Act 'Further Amendment Hill, 2:3:~!).
Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3:2:!:3, 3230,
3231, 3235, :32;~{) 3237.
State School Tc<t<.:hers Bill, 30()], :3724.
Trade Conpons Abolition Bill, ~.i4D.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2] 67.
Vegetation Diseases Act Ib!J6 Amendment
Hill, 3739, 3740. :{741.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1149, 1152, lI.):~.
Hawthorn LoanBill-Received fromLegislative
Assembly, an<l l;ead first time, 1522;
passed through remaining stages, 1735;
!{oyal assent, ~545.
Income Tax-Question by Dr. Emblulg re income tax in trust estates, 1500; by Mr. E.
Smith 'i'e gross income derived f['om tax
and cost of administering same, :{55:3.
Income Tax Bill-Heceived from Legislative
Assembly and read first time, 330:3; second
reading moved by Mr. V,T ynne, 3643; dehated, 3643; amendment by Dr. Embling,
"That this House ask for a conference with
the Legislative Assembly on the subjectmatter of the income tax," 3654; amendment negatived, 3657; Bill read second
time and passed through remaining stages,
3657.
Incbriates--Question by Mr. Balfour whether
(l·overnment intended to introduce a Bill
to dp,al with the question of the treatment
of habitua,l drunkarus, 278.
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Insolvency Bill-Brought in by Mr. Davies n.ncl
read first time, 279: second reading, 600 ;.
considered in committee, 916.
IRVINE, Hon. H. W. H. (Nelson Prov.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1705.
Coal :Mines Bill, 2348, 2359, 2:~60, :3029, 30:30,
:3095, :3101, :3:299
Factories and Shops Act, 5:1./" 545.
\Vhitfieltl to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 364i>.
'Vines Adulteration Act, 2144, 2145.
Jenkins, Mr. G. H.-Letter from Mr. Jenldns
intimating that he h[1.<l been offered temporarilytheposition of Clerk of the House of
Repl'cl::lentatives in the Parliamt'nt of the
Commonwealth, and lJad ubtainea leaye of
absence from his duties as Clerk of the
Parliaments and Clerk of the Legislali\Te
Council, 8; statement by Mr. Wynne, 9 ;
announcement by 111'_ 'Vynnc that ::\Ir.
.T enkins intended to return to the senice
of the LegislatiYe Council, 91.
Justices Act Amendment Bill-Hecei\'ed from
Legislativc Assembly and read first time,
473; Bill recLrl second time and ordered to
be considered in committee with Justices
Law Further Amcndlllent Bill, 547.
Justices Law Furt.her Amendment BillBrought in by ::\1r. \Vynne and read a first
time 214; second reading movel1 by 1\11'.
WYl;ne, 285; debated, 289; Hill real1
second time, 291; considered in committee,
480, 1409, 1756, 2616, 2708; read third
time, 2802.
Land La\vs Consolidation Bill-H,eceived from
Legislative Assemby, and read first time,
18;'50; second reading moved by Mr. Wynne.
21;')1; debatc(l, 21.')2; Bill react sccond time,
21i53; considered in cOlllmittee, 2267 ; rcad
third time, 2270; message from Legislative Assembly requesting concurrence in
Amendmcnts recommended by the Lieut.Govemor, 2921; amen(lment concurred in,
2921 ; Royal Assent, 3:i69.
Legislatiye Council Chamber-Statement br
Mr. Dn,vies re draughts, 4; by thc PresIdent, 4.
Legislath-e Councillors, qualification of-QlIestion by Mr. Manifold re number of pCl'i::ion
qualified to become members of the Legis
lative Couneil, 846; statement by ~\lr
'Vynne, 846.
LEVI, Hon. NATHA~mL (l{01·th Ya?Ta Prov.)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 81,.
82, 284.
.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1389.
Coal Mines Hill, 2288, 3084, 3089, 3100, 3201,
3292.
Death of Mr. J. A. Walbce, 2093.
Death of Queen Victoria, 10.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3388, 3389,.
3391, 3572, 3574.
Factories and Shops Act, 532, llr,5.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne streets, 1850t
1856.
Friday Sittings, 3285.
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Hon. NATHA!\IEL (continued)Gold Buyers Licell~ing Bill, 3466, 3471, 3472,
:{473, 34-7,1.
Insolvency Bill, 916, 917, 919,920,921.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1412.
Lieut.enant-Governor's Speech, 152.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 869.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill. :3666, .3741.
:M(lney Lenders Bill, 1398.
·Olll-age Pensiolls Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Ol(l-age Pensions Bill, 2732,2789, 30U, 3013,
:3014, 3016, 3023, 3024, 3026.
State School Teachers Bill, 3723.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2554, 2618,
2624, 26:.W, 2628.

LEVI,

Libel on His Majesty the King-Question by
Dr. Embling as to what action Goyernment
propnsed to take with reference to libel on
the King, published in the Tocsin newspaper, 79; statement by Mr. Wynne, 80.
Library Oommittee-Appointed, 92; leave given
to committee to sit in days on which Parliament does not meet, 214.
Lieutenant-Governor, His Excellency the (Sir
John Madden, KC.M.G.)-Speech on
opening session, 4; Illotion by Mr. Godfrey,
for committee to prepare address in reply,
a.;reed to, f.l; address in reply brought up,
11; motion by Mr. Godfrey for adoption of
address, 11; seconded by Mr. ~ternberg, 14;
debate adjourned, 15; resumed by ~ir.
Sternberg, 9:~; continued by Mr. Melville,
96; Dr. Embling, 100; Mr. Dades, 102;
Mr. Dowling, 105; debate again adjourned,
108; resumed by Sir Henry Cuthbert, 139;
continued by 1\11'. Thornley, 141; Mr. Grimwade, 142; Mr. Pratt, 144; 1\11'. Harwood,
146; Mr. Miller, ·150; Mr. McBryde, 151;
Mr. Levi, 152; Mr. Abbott, 154., 162; Mr.
Sachs~, 155; Sir Arthur Snowden, 158; Mr.
C. J. Ham, I(jO; address in reply adopted,
162; His Excellency'S reply, 265.
Local Government Act-Statements hy Mr.
Godfrey re power of local bodies to grant
gratuities on the death or illjury of employes, 611, 8-t.5.
McBRYDE, Hon. n. E. (S.-E. P1'OV.)
Agent-General's Office, 472.
Appropriation Bill, 3728.
Chief Commissioner of Police, 3728.
'Coal Mines Bill, 3029, 3033.
Federal Pa,rliament House, 1569.
Income Tax Bm, :3656.
Lieutenant-Governol"s Speech, 151.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 479,
861.
Money Lenders Bill, 27f.l3.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditnre Validation L3ill, 292.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, ] 898,
2014.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Sta.te S<::11001 Teachers Bill, 372.:1.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2625.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3868, :~S70.
'Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3.358.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1153, 1892.

Hon. WILLIAM (Gippsland)Minister of Public Works and Minister of
Hea.lth.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3863,
3865.
Arrival of the Governor. 3102.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1701, 1702. 1704, 1707.
Australasia.n Dramatic and Musical Association Land Bill, 3011.
Close of the Session, 3883.
Coiml'g Railway Fares, 2611.
Colac and Beach Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3641, 3731.
Commonwealth Govel'llIllent Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 221.
Commonwealth Celebrations, 2~4.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 218, 219,
220, 221, 224.
Contingent for South Africa, 3275.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irying, 266.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2092.
Defence Department, 218.
Electric Traction on Railways, 10;)9, 3081,
3082.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1509, 1519,
1520, 1522.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1575, 1591,
Federal Parliament House, 284; Accommod.ation for Legislative Council, 1049, 1568.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1056.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 616.
Income Tax Bill, 3656.
Land Laws Consolidn.tion Bill, 1850.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 278.
631, 632, 3578, 3880.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill, 3666.
Municipalities Commonwealth Expenditure
Validation Bill, 214, 291.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1755,
1895, 1896, 1900, 2612, 2613, 2614, 2615.
Poisons Act Further Amendment Bill, 214.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 1890, 2157.
2159,2161.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3854,
3855.
Public W crks Loan Application Bill, 3852,
3873, 3876, 3877.
Queenscliff Land Hesumption Bill, 2546,
2616.
Railway Department-Trucks, 3730.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 219, 220.
Springvale Cen~etery Railway C(mstruC'tion
BilI, 3863, 3867.
Tramways Act Il:190 Extension (St. Kilda)
Hill, 3870, 3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 2546, 3735, 3740.3741, 3861, 3862.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1755, 2167.
'Varbnrton Hailway - Erection of Goods
Sheds, 2719.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railwn,y Construction
Rill. :~286, 3554, 3569, 3643, :~746, 3865.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1145, 1150, 1151,
1153, 1154, IWil, 1890.
Wines Adulteration Act, 2144.

MCCULLOCH,

McDoXALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellington Prov.)
Goal Mines Bill, 3029, 3033, 3091,3293, 3300.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3384.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1588.

LEGISLA'l'IVE COUNCIL.

McDoNALD, Hon. J. Y. (continued)Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3468, 3472,
2474.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3744.
Old-age Pensions Hill, 2790, 3028.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Hill, 3738, 3862.
"'hitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3644.
:McKinley, President-Assassination of. (See
United States, President of).
.'Mallce Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Hill-Reeei\'ed from Legislative Assembly
and read first time, 47:3; second reading
moved by Mr. Crooke, 612, debated, 612;
Hill read second time, 6] 3; considered in
committee, 613; read third time, 616;
Royal assent, 1392.
Hon. W. S. (W. Pro?'.)
Coal Mines Bill. 2287, 2360, 3096, 3100.
)~ducation Act Amendment Bill, 3370, 3385,
:3386, 3387, 3388, 3;~89, 3392, 35/'4, 357G,
3G77,3578.
Blectric Traction on Railways, 2280.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1.)22.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Uill,1582.
·{lold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3471.
.1 nstices Law Further Amendment Bill, 2,
483,2802.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 628.
l\ieat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 632,
855, 856, R57, 858, 868,869.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Boaed of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, :3665, 374;'5.
-Old-age Pensions Bill, 2728,3017, :3018,3019,
:3027.
Qualification of Legislati\'e Councillors, 846.
}itatc School Teachers Bill, 3662, 38.33.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3871.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Hill, 37::l7, 3740, :3862.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2163, 2166.
Vermiu on Crown Lands, 2150.
Whitfield to Maha.ikah Railway Construction Bill, 3559.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, Il49, 1151,
1153, lS91.

:MAN£FOLD,

:Marine Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. 'Vynne a.nd read first time, 8;
second reading moved by Mr. 'Vynne, 988;
debated, 989; read sep-ond time, 994;
,considered in committee, 994, 1144: read
third time, 1]45; returned from Legislative Assembly, with amendments, 2546 ;
mnendments dealt with, 2794; message
from Legislative Assembly insisting on
.amendments disagrced with by Council,
3083; message considered, 3482, 3859;
disagreement with Assembly's amendment
insisted on, 3861 ; message from Legislative
Assembly still insisting on their amendment, 3879 ; disagreement with Assembly'S
amendment not insisted on, :3880.
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Marriage Act Further Amendmen~ Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 47.3 ; second reading moved by
Mr. Wynne, 619; debated, 6.20; Bill read
second time, 624; considered in committee,
624, 850, 988; read third time, 988;
message from the Legislative Assembly
intimating disn,greement with some of
Council's amendments, ]52B; message
dealt with, 16D3 j Royal assent, 2144.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment BillBrought in hy Mr. M cClllloch and read
first time, 278; second rea.ding moved by
Mr. 'Vynne, 474; debated, 475; Bill read'
second time, 479; considered in committee,
479, 630, 855: read third time, 869; rcturned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments. 3237; amendments dealt
with, 3578, 38S0.
Jlt'lelbourne and Geelong Corporation ActQuestion by ~Ir. Godfrey ?'e amendment of
Act, 545.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Rill-Brought in by 1\11'.
Godfrey and read first time, 1393; second
reading moved by Mr. Godfrey, 1571;
(lebated, 1572; dehate a(ljourned, 1573;
further adjourned, 215] ; order of the day
for resuming dehate (lisclHtrged, 3282.
1\1 elbourne and .Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Wynne and read first time, 2337 ; second
reading moved hy Mr. \Vynne, 3664; debated, :3664; Bill read second time, 366G ;
considered in committee, 3741, 3863; reall
third time, 3864; returned from Legislative Assembly with amendments, :3952;
amendments agreed with, 3952; Royal
assent, :~952.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Expenditure VtLlidation Bill - Received
from Legisla,tive Assembly and read first
time, 473; second reading mov,ed by Mr.
Crooke, 60n; debated, 610; Bill read
second time, 611 ; considered in eommi ttee,
6Il ; read third time, 612; ~toyal assent,
1392.
Melbourne Provillce, Representation of-Reelection of Sir Arthur Snowden announced,
1144; Sir Arthur I::;nowden introduced and
sworn, 1144.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill-Brought in by
1\11'. Wynne and read first time, 1754;
passed through remaining stages, 1892-5;
returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendmen.ts, 2102; amendments dealt
with, 3484, 3880.
Hon. DO~ALD (8. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, :3725.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1701, 1704.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3857,3858.
Coal Mines Bill, 2288, 2361.
Coburg Railway Fares, 2608.
Colac and Beech Forest Hailway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3731.
Consolidated Hevellue Bill, (No. ]), 217, 218,
219,224.
Death of Mr..J. A. Wallace, ~091.
Defence Department, 218.
Discussion on Questions, 546.
Dookie alld Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1523.

M.EJNILLE,
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~IF.LYILl.E,

Hon. DO~ALD (continueu)-Education Act Amendment Bill, 3372.
Electric Traction on Rail wa,ys, 279, 280, 922,
104!1, ]0:-.3, 1039, 1144, :3074, :3279.

Eumck Ei:!tn.te Purchase Bill, 131:3, 1320.
Exporteu Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1587.
Factories an<l Shops Act, 539.
Fellcml Parliament Honse. 81, 86.
:Flowcl" Sellers in :Melbourlle Streets, 18.35.
(~old B.lyers Licensing Bill, 34:70, 3472.
Income Ta.x Bill, 3654.
JUlStices Ln,w Further Amendment Bill, 481,
4\)0, 176!.
Leaye of Absence to Sir H. T. H. Clarke, 139.
LieutClH1.lIt-Go,rerllOl"s Specch, '14, 15, 96.
)Iallec Tanks Act 189.") Further Amendment
Bill. GU.
~Iarriage Act Further Amenumcnt Bill, 628,
G2!l, S.i2.
~Ipat

:-lllpen-isioll Act Amendment Bill, 479,
O:i:2, H;)6. 8U(i.
~IclhourlJe and :Metropolit.an Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amemlment Bill, :186:-t
~Iinil1g Vevelopment ~'\.cts Alllendment Bill,
21.34.
~Ioney Lenders Dill, 140."), 2791, 279il.
~Inllicipalities COllllUonwealth Celebrations
ExpelHlitl1re Yalidatioll Bill, 291, 292.
~InlliciIJa,l O\-enlrafts Indemnity Bill, 2614.
Otl'cllsi \"e ~tructtlre near State Parliament
House, !I 1.3.
D
Olll-age l'ensions Bill, 2739, 2789, 2790,
:102;),
Olll-age Pensions :Fllrther Provision Bill,

1;j07.
Pompapiel Land Resumption

Bill, 2157,
:!158, 2160.
Press Reporters' Gallery, 93.
Qnecllsclifl" LantI Resumption Bill, 2G 16.
Rail way Departmellt-AllowallCe for Carriage
of Grain, 224; Allowance for Carriage of
Coal, 224 ; Demurrage Charges, il725, 37~g ;
~ranag(~lJ1ent of Department, 3728.
Rn,ilway Loan Bill, :3476, 3477.
Hegistration of Births Deaths and ~LLrriages
Act 1!'urther Amendment Bill, 2342.
Sessional Committees, 91.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217, 2]9.
Sports Bctting Suppression Bill, 3225, 3231,
3')3') 3')33
Spri~~~T~l~ Cemetery Railway Construction

Bill, 3867.
State School Teachers Bill, il661, il723.
Tralle Ooupons Abolition Bill, 2624, 2628.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kihla)
Bill, 3869.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 AmeTlllment
Bill, 3736, 3862.
'Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3.355, 3644.

Members, Absence of-Leave of absence
granted to Sir H. T. H. Clarke, 139; Mr.
J. A. Wallace, 492; Mr. Hoddinott, 3074.
Members as witnesses-Permission granted
to ~Ir. Hell and :Mr. Brunton to attend an(l
be exami !led befcre Select Committee of
Legislative Assembly on handling of grain
in bulk, 41)2.
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn, 2, 8,
137,265, 845, 1144,2144, 2718.
Members, Deaths of, announced-Mr 'WinterIrving, 265; Mr. J. A. Wallace, 20R8.

Hon. EDWARD (South Yarra Prov.}
Accommodation of Federal Pa.rliament, 89.
Adjournment of the House, 2560.
Appropriation Bill, 3727.
Coal Mines Bill, 3031, 3100, :3288, 3293.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3733.
Commonwealth Celebrations, 224.
Commonwealth Government Officcs - Pnrchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 222, 22:3.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3383, 3384,
3392.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, I5lG, l;322.
Exported Products Act H98 Amendment
Bill, 1588.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1855.
Friday Sittings, 3284, 3285.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3469, 3471, 347:t
Government House and Cottage at Macellon,
225.
Hansard-Accommodation at the Table, fl2.
Income Tax Bill, :~651, 3657.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 150.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 3860,
3880.
Marriage Act FurthEr Amendment Bill, (;28,
854.
Meat Supervision .Act Amendment Bill, 862.
Melbourne and Metropolitan BoaI'll of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3743, 374;3.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894, 1805,
3gS0.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2744, 3023, 3026.
Pl~b!i~ Works Loan Application Bill, 387i3,

MILLER,

BSII.

RailwiLY Department-Carriage of 'Yater to
Mallee, 37:31.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874, 387.j.
RailwlLY Loan Bill, 3478, :-3480.
Sir T. X. Fitzgerald, 220.
State School Teachers Bill, 3661, 3662.
Surplus l~evenue Rill, :~481.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kiltla)
Bill, 3H69, 3871, 3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, il737, ;~: 40.
'Yhitfiel(l to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 36.:l3.

Mining De\'elopment Acts AmelHlment BillHeecived from Legislative Assembly and
read first time, 1890; second reading
moyed lJY Mr. 'Vynne, 2154; dehatetl,
21.")4; Bill read second time, 2156; considered in committee, 2] 56; read third
time, 2157 ; Hoyal assent, 254.3.
Ministry, The .- Question by Mr. Godfrey
whether Ministers did not "acate their
seats in Parliament when re-appointed to
their positions on the accession of His
:Majesty King Edward VII., 137; statemem by Mr. 'Yynne, 139.
Money Lenders Bill - Brought in by Mr.
Wynne, and read first time, 1144; second
reading moved by Mr. 'Wynne, 1:~93;
debated. 1:196; debate adjourned, 14u9;
resumed, 1708; Bill read second time,
1713; referred to a select committee, 17.j6;
committee appointed, 1756; report from
committee brought up, 2545; Bill considered in committee of the whole, 2790;
read third time, 2794.
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Mooroopna Race-course Hesen-e Sale Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 152:3; passed through remaining stages, 1755; Royal assent, 2144.
.Moorpanyal Land Act lS9i Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Wynne, and
read first t.ime, 848; 1II0tion by Mr. 'Wynne
for second reading to be m~de an order of the
day for next day, 848; discussion thereon,
848 ; second reading made an order of the
dr1y for same e\-ening, 850 ; Bill l'tad second
time, and passed through remaining stages,
869-70; returned from Legislative Assembly with amendments, 1045; amendments
agreed to, 1045; Royal otssent, 1392.

Northern Province, Representation of-Death
of Mr. \Vinter-Irving announced, 265;
issue of writ for t.he election of a member
ill the place of the late Mr. \Yinter-Irving
announced, 277; election of Mr. Baillien
announced, 845; Mr. B",illien introduced
and sworn, 845; re-election of Mr. Simmie
announced, 1144, 1392; Mr. Simmie intronuced and sworn, 1144.
North-vVestern Province, Representation ofRe-election of Mr. Pratt announced, 1144 ;
:Mr. Pratt introduced and sworn, 1144.
Nurses-Question by Dr. Embling 1'e central
examina.tion board for nurse training
schools, 2546.

Hon. EDWARD (TVellin[lfon Pro I'. )
Coal Mines Bill, 2285,2354, 3029, 3030, 3100,
:~288, 3295, 3297.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment TIm, 3733.
Explosion of Steam Hoilers on Lana, 546.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3H69, :iSil.
\Yhitfield to l\lahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, :3i:i55, 364:3.

Old-age Pensiuns Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 3719 ; passed
. through remaining stages, 3854.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2546 ;
second reading moved hy Mr. \VYllne,
2719; debated, 2i2:3: Bill read second
time, 2748; cOllsidered in committee, 2i89,
3011 ; read third time, 3u28; messagefl'om
Legislati ve Assembly l'eguestiug eoncu1'rence in a,melldlllellts recoUlmended by the
Governor, 32:~7; amendments concurred
in, 3237 ; Boyal assent, 3569.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, ] 39:3; second reading moved by
Mr. Wynne, 1501 ; debated, 1503; debate
adjourned, 1509; resumed, 1573; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, lui5; Royal assent, 1850.

l\'IOItEY,

~Iotions

for t.he A<1journmcnt of the HouseProposed to enable HOllorahle Members to
ventilate public questions-By Mr. Levi 1'e
terms of agreement proposed to be made
between State Government and Feaeral
Government with regard to accommodation
·of Federal Parliament ill Parliament
Buildings, Spring - street. 82; by Mr.
Abbott 1'e same subject, 281; by Mr. Levi
re operation of the Factories and Shops
Act, 532: by Mr. Manifold, re number of
persons eligible for election to Legislative
Council, 846; by Mr. Davies re delay in
.appropriating for Legislative Council a
;room in Parliament House, Spring-street,
1045; by Mr. C. J. Ham re prosecution of
flower sellers in the streets of Melbourne,
1852.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill-Brought
in by Mr. McCulloeh and ren,d first time,
1755; second reading. moved by Mr.
McCulloch, 1895; Bill read second time,
1896; considered in committee, 1896, 2612;
read third time, 2616; returned from
Legislative Assembly with an amendment,
339:~ ; amendment agreed to, 3482.
Municipalities Advances Acts Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 473; passed through remaining stages, 617-9; Royal assent, 1392.
.Municipalities Commonwealth Expenditure
Validation Bill-Brought in by Mr.
McCulloeh, and read first time. 214; passed
throu~l remaining stages, 291-2; returned
from Legislative Assembly w'ith amendments, 1393; amendments agreed to, 1393;
Royal assent, 2144.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Association
- Question hy Mr. Williams re increa.se of
rent for grazing licence, 15il.
North-Eastern Province, Representation ofIssue of writ for election of member in
place of l\Ir·. \Va1111ce, deceased, announced,
2545; election of Mr. Orr a.nnounced,
2718; Mr. Orr introduced and swom,
2718.

ORR, Hon. vV-tll. (N.-E. Protl.)-Introduced and
sworn, 2i18 .
Coal Mines Bill, 3030,3033, 3088, 3291.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 33i9.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2747, 302">.
Railway Depa,rtment-Trucks. 3/31.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3873.
V ~getation Disen,ses Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3736, 386!.
\Yhitfield to :Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3562, 3645.
Parliament-Opening of the session, 1; prorogation, 3952.
Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed,
92, 5:32.
Parliament House (Exhibition-buildings).Statement by the President 1'e arrangements for :southern entrance, 137 ; question
by Mr. Sternberg 1'e lighting of paths, 213 ;
statement by Mr. Melville re existence of
offensi ve structure near Clerk's offices, 915 ;
by Dr. Embling re draught from Nicholsonstreet entrance, 1144.
Parliament House (Spring-street). (See Federal
Parliament How,e.)
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways-Mr. Morey re-elected a member of
the committee, 1144.
Hon. T ..R. (S. Yarra Pl'ov.)-Introduced and sworn, 137.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3665.

PAYNE,
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PAYNE, Hon. T. H. (continued)Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3876.
Railway Loan Bill, 3478.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3232.
Petitions-·Re Trade Coupons Abolition Bill,
2546; for amendment of Education Act
Amendment Bill to provide for religious
instruction in State Iilchools, by recognised
teachers of religion during school hours,
3274; from Mr. John Robertson, praying
for publieation of certain reports on educa.
tion by petitioner, 3274.
PITT, Hon. "\VILLIAM CN. Ya1-ra Prov.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Fnrther Amend·
ment Bill, 1696, 1702, 1704, 1705, 1706,
1707,1708, 1857, 1860, 1861.
Coal Mines Bill. 2350.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace. 2093.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3387.
:Electric Tracti(H1 Rail ways, 10·')3.
Hansard-Accommodation at the Table, 9~.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 860.
Melbourne Sailors Home Bill, 1893, 18!)'!,
]895, 3484.
Money Lenders Bill, 279:3Municipr,,l Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 3482.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2736.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2161.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3235.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2165.
'Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railwav Construction
Bill, 3564.
•
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1147.
Poisons Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in hy Mr. McCulloch, and read first time,
214; order for second reading discharged,
337!l.
Police-Question by l\ir. <McBryde re retirement of Chief Commissioner and appointment of successor, 3728.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 1890; second reading, moved by
Mr. McCulloch, 2lij7; Bill read second
time, and considered in committee, 2157 ;
read third time, 2161 ; Royal assent, 2545.
Port Melbourne Loan Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemhly, and read first time.
2144; passed through remaining stages,
2237 ; Royal assent, 3569.
Powder Magazine, Maribyrnong.-Question by
Mr. Brunton, 609.
PRA'rT, Hon. J. M. (N.- W. Prov.)"
Adjournments of the House, 2560.
Artificial :Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1706, 1707, lS61.
Coal Mines Bill, 2286, 2353, 2357, 2360.
Colac and Beech Forest "Railway Construction
Act] 898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 221.
Death of ::.v.I.r. J. A. Wa.llace, 2089.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3378, 3386.
Eurack E3tate Purchase Bill, 1514.
Explosion of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Exported Produce Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
158~
.
Factories and Shops Act. 544.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470, 3473, 3474,
3475.

PRATT, HOll. J. M. (continued)Income Tax: Bill, 3650.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2153.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 144.
Manee 'ranks Act I8D5 Further Amendment,
Bill, 613, 614.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 477,.
856, 868, 3579, 3881.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.
Acts Amendment Bill, 368~.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 610.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
2154.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 2612,.
2615.
Old -age Pensions Bill, 2742.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,.
15lt7.
Public 'Works Loan Application Bill, 3875.
Railway Department-\Vater Trains, 2~4.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874.
Railway Loan Bill, 3479.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Hill,.
3484.
Sessional Committees, 91.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3225, :~:231
State School 'reachers Bill, 3661.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2623, 2624,
2(i26.
Tramwa},s Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda),
Bill, :3871.
Trusts Ad Amendment Bill, 386.3.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2166, 2167.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1146.1150, ] L.13.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3569.,
President, Election of·-Sir H. J. Wrixon electeu
President, 3-4; presentation to the Lieutenant-GoYernor, 4.
PRESIDENT, The (Sir II. tT. VVRIXON,K.C.M.G.,
K.C. )-Rulings and Statements ofAdministration of Oath to Members, 8.
Appropr'iation Bill, 3724, 3725, 3726.
Asking Questions, 1570, 1571.
.
Assassination of the President of the Umtcd
States, 1389.
Bills-Amendment of Amendments Disagreed
with by the Legislative Assembly, 348-1,
3860.
Casting Vote-Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Constrnction Bill, 3569.
Close of the ~ession, 3884.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2093.
Death of Mr. 'Winter-Irving, 266.
Debate--Accusing an Honorable Member of
" Shirking the Question," 140; Discussing
Details of Bills on ~econd Reading, 3724,
3725.
Discussions on Questions, 546.
Divisions - Crossing the I!'loor after the
Appointment of Tellers, 1592.
Draughts in the Council Chamber, 4.
Election of President, 3, 4.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3080.
Federal.Parliament House-Accommodation
for Legislative Council, 1045, 1047, 1049...
1567, 2361 3011.
.Hansa?'d, 9.

LEGlSLA'l'] VE COUNCIL.

PRESIDENT, The-Rulings and Statements of
(continued)His Excellency the Governor-Telegram 1-e
Arrival, 3102; Address of Congratulation
on Appointmen1., 3553, 3641.
Lieutenant-Goveruor's Speech, 14, 15.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 8.
Presentation of Photographs of Presidents of
the Conncil, 472.
Select Committees, 1144.
Sessional Arrangements, 91.
Sir Frederick Sargood, 2144.
Sir Henry Cuthbert, 3273.
State Parliament House - South Entrance,
137; Offensive Structure, 916; Draughts
in Building, 1144.
(See also Wrixon, Sir Henry.)

Presidents of the Legislative Council-Letter
from Sir William Zeal intimating that he
had sent for the a<.:ceptance of Legislative
Conncil framed photographs of the four
preceding presidents of the Legislative
Council, and requesting that if accepted
they should be hung in one of the large
committee rooms, 472.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 92.
Public ~ervice Acts Amendment Bill-Received
from I-,egislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3741; second reading, 3854; considered in committee, 385.3; read third
time, 3857; me:-3sage from Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement with one
of Council's amendments, 3879; amendment not insisted on, 3879; message from
Legislative Assembly requesting concurrencc in amendment recommended by the
Governor, :39.52; amendment concurred in,
3952; Royal assent, 2932.
Public Works LuEtn Application Rill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3852; second reading moved by .Mr.
McCulloch, 3875; debated, 3875 ; Bill read
second time, 3875; considered in committee, 3876; read third time, 3877.
Queen, Death of Her Majesty the-Message
from Legisbtive Assembly, transmitting
an address to His Majesty the King, exJlressing sympathy in the great sorrow His
Majesty had sustained in the death of our
late beloved Sovereign Queen Victoria, and
submitting respectful congratulations to
His Ma.jesty on his accession to the Throne,
10; motion by Mr. V\Tynl1e that the House
agree with the Legislati\'e Assembly in
the address, 10; seCONded by Sir Henry
Cuthbert, 10; address adopted, 11; message from Lieutenant-Governor intimating
that he had communicated address by telegraJlh to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and transmitting telegraphic
despatch in reply, 278.
Queensdiff Land Resnmption Bill -Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 2;j46; passed through remaining
stages, 2616; Royal assent, 3569.
Railway Department-Statement by Mr; Melville 1'e management of the department,
3728; subject discussed, 3730.
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Railway Loan Application Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time~
3852; second reading moved by Mr. \Vynne.
3873; debated, 3874; Bill read second
time, 3874; considered in committee, :3874;_
read third time, 3875.
Railway Loan Bill-·Received from LegislativeAssembly, and read first time, 3393;
second reading moved by Mr. Crooke,
3475; debated, 3476; Bill read second
time, and passed through remaining stages 7
348U.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 385~; second reading moved
by ~lr. Crooke, 3877 ; debated, 3878; motion for second reading negatived, 3878.
Railways Commissioner, Acting, Bill. (See'
Acting Rc£ilwaY8 Oommissioner- Bill.)
Refreshment Rooms Committee--AJlpoillted,.
92, 532, 1393.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages.
Act Further Amendment Bill-Rel'eived
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 2144; second reading moved by Mr.
'Wynne, 23:{S; dehated, 2a:~8 : motion for'
second readillg of Bill negatived, 2843.
REID, Hon. ROBERT (Lllelbourue.)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 85.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, :3358.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2089.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment.
Bill, 1586.
Income Tax Bill, 3647.
Insolvency Bill, 9J9.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech~ 10':;.
1\farine Act Further Amendment Bill, 993.
Meat Snpervision Act Amendment Bill, 86:3 •.
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce Jubilee,.
2559.
Money Lenders Bill, 1402.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill 1
1507.
Pompapiel Land ResumJltion Bill, 2161.
State School Teachers Bill. 3721.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2552.
SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (.N.-E. Pro/-.)
Adjournment of the House, 2560.
ApproJlriation Bill, 3727.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1703.
.
Case of A. Dabscheck, 3569, 3641, 364B>
3851,3852, :l881.
Coal Mines Bill, 2344, 2330, 2354, 2355, 23.16,.
23;)7.
Death of Mr .•r. A. \Vallace, 2092.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3381.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1517, 1519,
1521, 1522.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill,
484, 1418.
Lieutenan~-Governor's SJleeeh, 155.
:Marria.ge Act Further Amendment Rill, 988.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 477,.
864.
Money J. . enders Bill, 1407.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2724.
Pompapiel Land Hesumption Bill, 2161.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3856.
SJlorts Betting Suppression Bill, 3222, 3232.
State Parliament Library, 2921. .
State School Teachers Bill, 3662.

INDEX.

Hon. A. O. (co'lttinued)Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2620, 2627.
Tramways Act 1890 J!.,xtension (St. Kilda)
Bill,3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendm.ent
Bill, 3737.
'Vhitfield to ~Iahaikah RailwayConstl'uction
Bill, 3566, 3645.
'Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1151, 1154.

;SACRS}~,

;Sa,ilors' Home.

(See Nlelbourne Sailo?'s' Home

Bill. )
Sargood, Sir Frell.erick-Accommodated with a
chair on the floor of the chamber, 2144.
Stwings Banks Acts Flll:ther Amendment Bill
--Heceived from Legislative Assembly,
and l'ea,d first time, 3237; second reading,
3485; considered in committee, 3486;
rea,d third time, 3486; message from
disLegislative Assembly intimating
agreement with Council's amendment,
:~~n8 ;
amendment
not insisted on,
:~879; message from Legislative Assembly
requesting concurrence in amendment recommended by the Governor, 3951;
amendment concurred in, 3951; :H,oyal
a,ss~nt, 39:)2.
Sessional Arrangements--Days and hours of
sitting, 91, :32S~; appointment of standing
committees, 92.
.Session, close of the-Statement by Mr. \Vynne,
3883; Mr. Davies, 3883; Mr. McCulloch,
3883; Mr. ::3ternberg, 3883 ; Mr. \Villiams,
:3883; the President, 3884; Mr, C. J.
Halll; 3~84; )lr. D. Ham, 3884; Mr. Davies, 3884; ~lr. Brown, 3884.
.SDIMIE, Hon. GEORGE (N. Prov.)
~leat Supervision Act Amendment

Bill, 479,

868.
S:\U'l'H, Hon. E. E. (S. Yarra Prov:).Introduced ann sworn, lR7.
Appropriatiol1 Bill, 3724, 3725, 3727.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1704, 1706.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3858.
Coal Mines Bill, 2282,2357,2358,3096,3100,
B293.
'Colac and Beech Forest Railway COllstruction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Electric Traction on Hailways, 1055, 3281.
"Eurack Estate P!lrchase Bill, 1516, 1520.
Explosion of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Factories and l:'hops Act, 543.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470.
Gonlburn System of National 'Works, 3724
3725.
Income Tax, 3,>53
Income Tax Bill, 3648.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1415,
1759, 1761.
:NIal'ine Act Further Amendment Bill, 990,
994:, 995, 996, 997, 998, 2795, 2798, 3483,
3859, 3861, :~879.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Works
Acts Amendment Bill, 3745.
:Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894.
l\Iining Developm(:nt Acts Amendment Bill,
2156.
l\Iiscellaneous Expenditure, 2921, 2922.
.old-age Pensions Bill, 2742, 3020.
.old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1509, 1573.

SmTH, Hon. E. .K (continned)Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3875,
3876.
Railway Loan Bill, 3479.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3234.
State School 'l'eachers Bill, 3661, 8662, 3721.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2628.
Tramways Act 1~90 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3870, 3873.
Vegetatioll Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3861, 3862.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill,3565.
Sir AR'l'HUR (Melbourne Prov.)
Uoal Mines Bill, 2292, 2355, 3095, 3099.
Educa,tion Act Amendment Bill, 8377, 3385,
3388, 3389, 3391, 3575, 3577.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 18.32,
1855.
Friday Sittings, ~282.
(~old Buyers Lieensing Bill, 3471, 3473.
Income Tax Bill, 3(j56.
Justices Ll1w Further Amendment Bill, 487,
490,1756,1757, !759, 1760,1762, 1764,2798,
27H9,2800.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2268.
Lieutenallt-GoVel'llOr'S Speech, 158.
Mance Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 614 .
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 851.
Meat Supen'ision Act Amendment Bill, 478,
860, 869, 3579, 3881.
Melbourne and ~etropo1itan Board of W'orks •
Act Amendment Bill, 1572.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3665, 3742, 3744,
3745.
Municipa,l Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1900.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2739, 3013, 3020, :3022.
3026,30:27.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2158.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill. 3234.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 115.3.

SNOWDEN,

South Yarra Province, Representation ofElection of Mr. '1'. H. Payne and Mr. E. K
Smith announced, 1:37; Mr. Payne and Mr.
~mith introduced aHd sworn, 137; reelection of Mr. Godfrey announced, 1144 ;
Mr. Godfrey introduced and sworn, 1144.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill-Brought in by
Mr. vVynne and read first time, 3011;
second reading moved by :Mr. Crooke, 3221;
debated, 3222; Bill read second time, 3230.
considerecl in committee, 32:30; read third
time, 3237. (See Gamblillg at Sports Meetin[J8).

Springvale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 380;3; passed through
remaining stages, 3867.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 92,
139:~.

State Parliament House.
(See Parliament
IIollse, Exhibition Building.)
State School Teachers Bill-Hec('ived from Legislative Assembly, reacl first time, 32:37;
second rea,ding moved by Mr. vVynne, 3657;
de ba ted, 3659; Bill read second time, 3659;
considered in committee, 3659, 3720, 3852;
read third time, 3854; message from Legislative Assembly, intimating disagreement

LEGISI.JA'l'IVE COUNCIL.

;State School Teachers Bill ( Gtmtimted)with Council's amendllJents, :3879; ll1es~age
ordered to be taken inllo consideration on
next da.y of meeting, 3879.
.St. Kilda Railway Statioll-Staoement by Mr.
Godfrey re sta.te of disrepair of roof of St.
Kilda Railway Station, 3011.
\
;STER~BERG,

Hon. JOSEPH (N. Prov.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 1705, 1707.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3857, 3858.
Close of the Session, 3883.
Coal Mines Rill, 2356, 3029, 3030, 3096,
3298.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construe·
tion Act Amendment Bill, 3734.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Pur·
chase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 223.
'Consolidation of Acts of Parliament, 847.
F~ducation Act Amendment Bill, 3379, 3389.
Electric Traction 011 Railways. 1144, 3279.
Federal Parliament House-Accommodation
for Members of Legislative Council, 1045.
Friday Sittings, 3283, 3285.
·Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470.
Insolvency Bill, 918.
Lieutenant·Governor's Speech, 14, 15, 93.
Melbourne University, 2922 .
.Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
2556.
Mr. A. Dabscheck, 2150.
·Old.a.g~ Pensions Bill, 2737, 2789.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2160,2161.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343.
Sessionll.l Committees, 91.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
,Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3234.
State Parliament House-Lighting of Path'lIray, 213.
•
State School Teachers Bill, 3854.
Victorian Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2545.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railwa.y Construction
Bill, 3565.
Wines Adulteration Act, 2144, 2149.

Surplus Revenue Bill-Received from Legisla.
tive Assembly, and read first time, 3393;
passed through rem 'lining stages, 3480.
'THORNLEY, Hon. N. (W. Prov.)
Accommodation of Federal Pa.rliament, 81.
Death of Mr. Winter·Irving, 266.
Election of President, 3,
Eurack E~tate Purchase Bill, 1512.
Lieutenant·Govemor's Speech, 141.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 3860.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 476.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2159.
,state School Teachers Bill, 3723.
'Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :3872.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1901, 2162,2167.
"Varrnambool Land Bill, 2162.
"Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construc·
tion Bill, 3562.

Tocsin Newspaper.
the Kin!!.)
SES. 1901.-b

(See Libel on His Majesty
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Trade Coupons Abolition Bill-Question by
1\11-. Al>bott, 1693; received from Legisla.
tive Assembly, and read first time, 2337 ;
second reading moved by Mr. Wynne, 2547;
debated, 2548; Bill read second time,
2559 ; considered in committee, 2618 ; read
third time, 2628; message from Legisla.tive
Assembly, intimating that they had dis·
agreed with Council's amendment to omit
clause 4-, bllt had made consequential
amendment in the clause, 2922; Assembly's
amendments agreed to, 2922·3; Royal
assent, 3569.
Tramwa.ys Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda) Bill
- Reeeived from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 3852; second reading
moved by Mr. Godfrey, 3867; debated,
3868; Bill read second time, 3870; con·
sidered in committee, 3870; read third
time, 3873.
Treasury Bonds Act 1898 Further Amend·
ment Bill-Received from Legislatiye As·
sembly. and read first time, 3393; pa.ssed
through remaining stages, 3475.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill-Received from
Legisla.tive Assembly, and read first time,
3719; second reading, 3864; considered in
committee, 3864; read third time, 3865.
United States, President of, Assassination ofMessage from
Legislative Assembly,
transmitting resolution
of sympathy
with American nation
a.t assassin·
ation of President McKinley, 1387; mo·
tion by Mr. Wy11l1e for concurrence in
resolution, 1388; debated, 1388; agreed
to, 1390; motion by Mr. Wynue for concurrence with Legislative Assembly in
address to Lieutenant·Governor requesting
HiS' Excellency to transmit resolution to
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a.greed
to, 1390; letter from Lieutenant·Governor
intimating that he had tra.nsmitted the
resolution by c.'!able, 1393; motion by Mr.
Wynne for adjournment of the House out
of respect to the memoty of the late Presi·
dent, agreed to, 1390; message from
Lieutenant·Governor transmitting copy of
despatch from Secretary of State for the
Colonies, acknowledging receipt of tele·
grams expressing sympathy and sorrow,
2921.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 2546; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 3735; debated,
3735; Bill read second time, 3739; con·
sidered in committee, 3739 3861; read
third time, 3863.
Vermin Destruction Act Amendment Rill-'
Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 1755; second reading
moved by Mr. 'Wynne, 1900; debated,
1901; debate adjourned, 1902; resumed,
2162; Bill read second time, and considered
in committee, 2166; read third time, 2167;
message from Legislative Assembly inti·
mating disagreement with Council's
amendments, 2615; amendments insisted
on., 3485.
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Vermin on Crown Lands-Question by Mr.
Manifold re tenders for destruction of
vermin on Crown lands in \Varrnambool
district, 2150.
Victorian Gold .Tubilee Exhibition. (See Gold
Jubilee .Exhibition.)
Visitor, accommodated with chair on floor of
chamber-Sir Frederick Sargood. 2144.
Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)

WALLACE, Hon. J. A. (N.-E. Prov.)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 86.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
Hou~e in conseq uence, 2088.)

'Vangaratta Town Hall Site Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly and read first
time, },'i22; pii.ssed through remaining
stages, 1755; Hoyal assent, 2144.
'Warrnamboo~ Land Bill-Brought in by:Mr.
'Wynne and read first time, 1501; second
reading moved by Mr. Wynne, 2161; debated, 2162; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining stages, 2162;
Hoyal assent, 3569.
Warburton Hailway-Question by:Mr. Davies
re erection of goods sheds on Lilydale to
'Warburton railway, 2718.
'Vater Supply Loans A pplicationBill-Heceived
from Legislative Assembly and read first
time, 331)3; read second time and passed
through remaining stages, 348l.
\Vellington Province, representation of-Reelection of Mr. Morey announced, 1144;
Mr. Morey iutroduced and sworn, 1144.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Rail way Construction
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
and read first time, 3286; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 3554; debated .
. 3555; motion fOL" second reading carried
by casting vote of President, 3569; Bill
conmidered in committee, 3569, 3643; motion by Mr. Davies "that chairman leave
the cha-ir," 3643; debated, 3643; carried,
3645; notice of motion by Mr. McCulloch
for Council to again resolve itself into
committee to further consider the Bill,
3746; intimation by Mr. McCulloch that
he will not proceed with motion, 3865.
'Vild Dogs Destruction Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
545; second reading moved by Mr. McCulloch, 1145; debated, 1145; Bill read second
time, 1149; considered in committee, 1149;
read third time, 1155; message from Legislative Assembly intim.a.ting disagreement
with some of Council's amendments, 1850 ;
amendments not insisted on, 1890-92;
Royal assent, 2545.
WILLIAMS, Hon. HENRY (S.- lV. Prov.}.-Introduced and sworn, 278.
Adjournments of the House, 2559.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill,. 1700, 1706, 1860.
Case of A. Da bscheck, 3882.
Close of the Session, 3883.
Coal Mines Bill, 2353,2356,2358, 2360, 3029,
• :3032, 3033, 3086, 3089, 3096, 3098, 3101,
3293.

'WILLIAMS, Hon. HENRY (continued)Education Act Amendment Bill, 3372, 33~6,.
3387, 3392, 3576.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill. 1519.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
. liill, 1589, 1592.
Federal Parliament House --Accommodation
for Legislative Council, lO48.
Friday Sittings, 3285.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3473,3474.
Income Tax Bill, 3651.
Justices La.w Further Amendment Bill, 488~
1411, 1415, 2800, 2801.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 613, 614.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, (i30,
854.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 856,
86B, 3579.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 611.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
2155.
Money Lenders Bill, 1406, 2791, 2792, 2794.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Association, 1571.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2790, 3016.
Old.age Pellsions Further Provision Bill,
If)09.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2] 61.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages'
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2341.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3224, 3232,
3236.
State School Teachers Bill, 3663.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2552.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3737; 3740.
Whitfield and Mahaikah Rail way Construction Bill, 3564.

Wines Adulteration Act-Question 1y Mr.
Sternberg re denaturating of wines found'
to contain salicylic acid, 2144; subject
discussed on motion for the adjournment
of the House, 2145.
WINTER-IRVING, Hon. W. I. (N. Prov.)
(Death annonnced, and adjournment of theHouse in consequence, 265.)
WRIXON, Hon. Sir H. J. (8.- W. Prov.)
Election of President, 3.
(See also Pre.sident, The.)
WYNNE, Hon. AGAR (W. Prov.), SolicitorGeneral.
Address to the Governor, 3273.
Adjournments of the House, 1862.
Adjournment over" Cup" Week, 2362.
Agent-General's Office, 472.
Appropriation Bill, 3719, 3724, 3727, 3728,
3730.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill.
1393 .
Assassination of the Presideilt of the United
States, 1388, 1390.

LEGISJJA'l'[VE COUXC1JJ.

lIon. AGAR (continued)Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3746,3857,3858,
3859.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2337,.2615.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 214.
Case of A. Dabscheck. 3643,3746, 3852, 3881.
Close of the Session, 3883.
Coal Mines Bill, 1902,2270,2349, 2354, 2~56,
2357, 2:~59, 2360, 2628, 2629, 3028, 3031,
3032, :30H3, 3034, 3083, 3084, 3086, 3089,
3090, 3091, 3094, 3095, 3096, 3097, 309H,
3100, 3101, 3102, 3286, 3287, 3290, 3293,
3295, 3300, 3301, 3302, 3865, 3866.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment F:ill, 37:33.
Coleraine Race-course Bill, 2789.3485.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Ruda,lI's Property, 217, 222.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 214, 216,
217, 220, 222.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 473.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1045.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2921.
Consolidation of Acts of Parliament, 847.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274.
Dairy Supervision, 916.
Death of Mr. J. A. WalIa.ce, 2088.
Death of Queen Victoria, 10.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irving, 265.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
606, 607.
Demise of the Crown-Position of Ministers,
139.
Despatch of Business, 2560.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3083, 3370,
3390, 3391, 3:'~92, 3577, 3951.
Election of President, 3, 4.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 3883.
.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3279.
Employers and Employes Act 1890 (Part III.)
Further Continuation Bill, 3579.
.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1393, 1521,
1522.
Explosions of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill,1387, 1590.
Factories and Shops Acts, 542.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representatives Bill, 9.
Federal Parliament House, 81, 82, 88, 281,
282, 1048, 1569, 2362.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 18!)!.
Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283, 3393.
Gambling at Sports Meetings, 1569.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3464, 3472,3473,
3474, 3880, 3952.
Grazing Areas Leasing Bill, 473.
Hansard-Accommodation at the Ta.ble, 9,
92, 129.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 1522.
Income Tax-'l'rust Estates, 1501; Gross
Revenue and Co~t of Administration, 3553.
Income Tax Bill, :~393, 3646.
Insolvency Bill, 918.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 473,547,2616.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 214,
285, 480, 481, 482, 48:3, 484, 486, 487, 488,
489, 491, 1409, 1410, 1411, 1412, 1414,
1417, 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, 1760, 1761,
1762, 176;~, 1764, 2616, 2617, 2618, 2798,
2799, 2~00, 2802.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2151, 2267,
2268, 2269, 2270, 2921.
bz
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Ron. AGAR (cont'tmled)Libel on the King, 80.
Lieutenant-Governor's f'peech, 14.
MalIee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 615, 616.
Mallee Water Supply, 3727.
Ma,rine Act Further Amendment Bill, 8, 988,
994, 995, 996, 997, 998, 1144, 1145, 2794,
2797, 2798, 3482, 3484, 3859, 3861, 3879.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill,473,
619, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628, 629, 850, "851,
81)2, 853, 854, 988, 1693, 1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 474,
480, 855, 856,857, '358, 864.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporation Act,
545.
:.Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill, 2151, 2337, 3664,
3741, 3863, 3864,3952.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 473.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1754, 1892,
1895, 3484, 3485, 3880.
Melbourne University, 2922.
Members as vVitnesses, 492.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1890, 2154, 2156, 2157.
Miscellaneous Expenditure, 2922.
Money Lenders Bill, 1144, 1393,2545, 2791,
2793,2794.
Mooroopna Race-course Reserve Sale Bill,
1755.
Moorpanyal Lana Act 1897, Further Amendment Bill. 848, 849, 869, 1045.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 9, 9!.
Mrs. Theresa Gray, 1570.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 3482.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,473.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebratious
Expenditure Bill, 292, 1393.
.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Associa.tion, 1571.
Northern Province Election, 1144'
Nurses-Central Examination Board, 2546.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 3719, 3854.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2546, 2719,2790,3013,
3015,3017,3019,3020,3021,3028.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1393, 1501, 1506, 1573.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2159.
Powder magazine, Maribyrnong, 609.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3741,
3855,3856, 3879, 3952.
Qualification of Legislative Councillors, 84(;,
847.
Railwa.y Department-Demurrage Charges,
3730.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3852, 3873,
3874,3875.
Railway Loan Bill, 3477.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3852
Railways Standing Committee, 1144.
Registration of Births Deaths a~d Marriages Act Further Amendment BIll, 2144,
2338, 2343.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3485, 3486, 3879, 3951.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
Sitting, 91,3102,3282, 3283; Appointnlent
of Standing Committees, 92, 532, 1393.
Sir Frederick Sargood, 2144.

'VYNNE,
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INDEX.

Hon.

AGAR

(continued)-

Sir Henry Cuthbert, 3273.
Sir T. N. ]'itzgerald, 217.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3011.
State Parliament House-Pathway from
Nicholson·street, 213 ; Reading-room, 1045.
State Parliament Library, 474, 2921, 2922.
State School Teachers Bill, 3657, 3659, 3660,
3661, 36H2, 3663, 3664, 3720, 3722, 3724,
3852, ~853, 3854, 3879.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 3393, 3480, 3481.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1693, 2337,
2547,2559, 2618, 2626, 2628, 2922, 2923.
Tramways Act IS90 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3869.

'WYNNE,

Hon.

AGAR

(continued)-

Treasury Bonds Act 1898 Further Amendment Bill, 3393, 3475.
Treatment of _Inebriates, 279.
Trusts Act Amendment Rill, 3864.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3863.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1900, 3485.
Vermin on Crown Lands, 2150.
Victorian Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2545.
Wangaratta '('own Hall Site Bill, 1522.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 1501,2161.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 545, 1152,
1891.

LEG ISLATI·VE ASSEMBLY.
Acting Hailways Commissioner Bill-Brought
in by Mr. 'l'renwith, and read a first time,
3393; second reading moved by Mr. Trenwith, 3891 ; debated, 3894; Bill read second
time, 3910 ; considered in committee, 3910;
Bill read third time, 3913.
Address to the Governor (Sir G. S. Clarke,
K.C.M.G.) -Congratulations on his appointment-Moved by Mr. Peacock, 3:304;
agreed to, 3305.
Addresses to the . King-Expressing sympathy
with His Majesty on the death of Queen
Victoria, and submitting respectfnl congratulations on his accession to the Throne,
18; expressing sympathy with His :Majesty
on the death of the Empress Dowager of
Germany, 608.
Addressesto the Lieu tenant-Govern or-Requesting His Excellency to forward address to
His Majesty King Edward VII., expressing
sympathy on the death of Queen Victoria,
and congratulating His Majesty on his accession to the Throne, 17; in reply to His
Excellency'S speech on opening of the
session, 18; requesting His Excellency to
forward address to the King expressing
sympathy with His Majesty on the death
of the Empress Dowager of Germany, 608;
requesting His Excellency to transmit resolution of sympathy with the American
nation with respect to the attempted
assassination of President McKinley, 1245;
requesting His Excellency to transmit resolution of sympathy with the American
nation with respect to the death of President
McKinley, 1392.
Adjournments of the House-In consequence
of the death of Mr. Anderson, 78; to
enable Parliament House to be completed,
248; in consequence of municipal elections,
HaO; in consequence of the death of :\11'.
Staughton, 1142; in consequence of the
Royal Agricultural Show, 1204; in consequence of the death of President 11cKinley, 1392; in consequence of the death of
the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M. L C., 2087;
over" Cup" day, 2412; in consequence of
Mr. Irvine's motion of want of confidence
in Ministers, 2028; in consequence of
the arriml of His Excellency Sir George
Sydenham Clarke, 3219.
Advertising-Motion by Mr. Vale for return
re amounts paid to da,ily newspapers by the
Government and the Railway Department,
agreed to, 417 ; return presented, 681.
Agricultural Colleges Acts Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, an<l read first
time, 246.
Agriculture, Department of-Question by Mr.
Bowser re agricultural scholarships, 295;
re propagation of American vines and preparation of soil map of Victorian vineyards,
412; by Mr. A. Harris re appointment of a
director of agriculture and exports of frozen

Agriculture, Department of (continued)produce, 495; by Mr. Langdon re appointment of director of agriculture, 681, 732 ;
by Mr. McBride re cost and supply of fertilizers, 762; by Mr. Bailes (for Mr. Keast)
1'e establishment of experimcn tal farms,
1064; by Mr. Graham re amendment of law
relating to travelling stock, 2094; by Mr.
Deegan re proposed journal of agriculture,
3561; vote for department, discussed ill
committee of supply, 3530; statement by
Mr. Keogh in committee of supply 1·e experimental cultivation, 3531; subject discussed, 3532. (See Produce, Export of)
Alexandra Park Bill-Brought ill by Mr. Morrissey, and read first time, 3585; secona
reading moved by Mr. Morrissey, 3842; debated, 3843; Bill read second time, 3848 ;
considered in committee, 3848; progress
reported, 385!.
Alfred Graving Dock-Question by Mr. Ramsay
re wages of foreman at Alfred Graving
Dock,3525.
Allegiance, Oath of-Oath of Allegiance to His
Majesty King Edward VII. taken by
honorable members, 15, 16, 28, 108, 267;
announcement by Speaker of receipt of
commission empowering him to administer
oath, 16.
Anderson, Mr. John, :M.P.-Death of .Mr. John
Anderson, membcr for Melbourne East,
announced, and adjournment of the House
in consequence, 78-9.
Mr. C. L. (Geelong)
Constitution Convention Bill, 682.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2712, 2783.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1038.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,451.
Payment of Public Servants, 1102.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 985.
Railway Management, 3608.
Rail way Passes, 262.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2080.
Sports Betting Suppr.ession Bill, 3923.
Unemployed,262.
'Yant of Confidence in Ministers, 2998.

ANDREWS,

Appropriation Rill- Brought in by Mr. Peacock,
and read first time, 3636; Bill read second
time, and considered in committee, 3636;
third reading, 3638.
Mr. R. I. (Kyneton)
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
293.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 443, 930, 1317, 1359, 1364, 1365.
Independent Order of Foresters, 1295.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3809.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3825, 3827.

ARGYI,R,
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Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill - Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 2]~9; Bill
discharged from paper, 3851.
Assent to Bills, 300, 639, 1245,1866, 1996,2562,
3635.
Auctioneers' Licences - Question by Mr.
Graham re issue of licences in New South
Wales tGt Victorian auctioneers, 292.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Peacock, and read first time, 2501;
Lieutenant - Cl-overnor's message brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 3191 ; Bill read second time, 3794;
considered in committee, 3795 ; third reading, 3795 ; returned from Legislative Council with 11n amendment, 3938; amendment
agreed with, 3938.
Australian Dramatic and Musical Association
Land Sales Bill-Brought in by Mr. Duggan, and read first time, 3670; Bill dis·
charged from pltper, 389!.
Australian Squadron-Question by Mr. A.
Harris re visits of Australian Squadron to
Port Phillip, 875.
Mr. A. S. (Sandhurst)
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2413.
Bendigo La,nd Sale Bill, 2313.
l~endigo Water Mains, 1295.
Bendigo 'VaLer Supply, 3529.
Coal Mines Bill, 1885, 3800.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3065.
Experimental Farms, 1064.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110. 3122.
"Half-decker" Railway Carriages, 1294.
Landlord a.nd Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
246.
Licensing Act-lied Houses, 1989.
:nleat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2594,2606.
Melbourne .tnd Metropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3946.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1302.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1835.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3359.
:Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expencliture Bill, 1283, 1287, 1289, 1293.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 21:14.
Paid.up Shares in Milling Companies, 720.
Payment of Public Servants, 1099.
Police employed as Clerks, 3456.
Private Members' Bnsiness, 639.
Purchase of Land for Closer Settlement,
1064.
Railway School Excursions, 1247, 1248,1418,
1460, 1465.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3920.
State School Teachers Bill, 2917, 3052, 3056,
3059.
Trade Coupons Abolit,ion Bill, 2328, 2885.
'Vater Power for Parliament House, Springstreet, :-l451.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3334.
Wills Act Amendment Bill, :U6.
'Vines Adulteration Act, 1109, 1960.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, :nI7.

BAILES,

Mr. R. T. (Hawthorn)
Additional Police, 3457.
Budget, 1537.
Constitution Convention Bill, 749.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2711, 2716,
2787,3069.
Electoral Registrars, 3455.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1134.
.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 799, 1499, ]500, 1868.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 188.
Meat Supenision Act Amendment Bill,
2590, 2591, 2594.
Members-Leave to give Evidence, 415.
Old-age Pensions Hill, 2018, 2115, 2187,
2217,2260,2266,2441,2452,247.7.
Parliament Houses, Spring-street, 577, 578.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 985,
3767.
Public Works Lo<m Application Bill, 3804,
3'308.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3828.
Reduction of the Estimates, 3442.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2082, 2084.
Savings Banks· Acts Further Amendment
Rill, 409.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3918,3921.
State School Teachers Bill, 2535, 2904, 3048,
3935.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, H)79, 2888.
Unemployed, 262.
Wages of vVorkmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2211.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1969.

BARBOUR,

Mr. W. D. (Collingwood)
Close of the Session, 3950.
Government Printing-office, 1717
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 12:-l6.
Labourers' Earnings on Beech Forest Railwa.y, Hi27, 1528.
.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,

BEAZLEY,

28:n.

Police Department, 1341.
Public Accounts Committee's Report, 3888.
Track Cuttillg-Healesville, 2U72, 2789:
Dargo, 3245.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1824, 2893,
2894,2896.
Bee-keepers' Licen~es-Questioll by Mr. Robinson re regulations for bee-keepers' licences,
372.
Beer, Adulteration of-Question by Mr. Stanley
re intro<luction of Bill to prevent adulteration of heel', 2748.
Benalla and Yarrawonga, Representation ofResignation of Mr. Kennedy announced, 16:
issue of writ for election of member in
place of Mr. Kennedy, a.nnounced, 17;
election of Mr. "v. Hall announced, 7:-l;
Mr. Hall introduced and sworn, 73.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Duggan, and read first time, 1907; second
reading moved by Mr. Duggan, 2312; agreed
to, 2313; Bill considered in committee, 2313;
third reading, 2314.
Mr. G. H. (Richmond)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3907.
Case of \Valter Reynolds, 331, 1865, 2297,
2863, 3924,3393, 3419.

BENNETT,

Bank Balances Unclaimed-Question by Mr.
Maloney re unclaimed bank balances,
3954.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. G. H. (continued)Chief Commissioner of Police, 3457.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 170, 171.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
1867, 2407.
Libel on the King, 123.
Licensing Courts-Nan-attendance of Judges
and Police Magistrates, 1862.
Licensing Laws, 32:39.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 68.
Lunatic Asylums, 492.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1923, 3200.
Mr. Lochhead, 1204.
Mr. Searle's Fellmollgery, 3889.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2~2:3, 2483.
Personal Explanation, 1204.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 960.
Public Service Board, 1419.
Railway Department - Refreshment-rooms,
733; Deputy Assistant Traffic Manager,
767, 1204.
Rulings and Statements as Acting ChairmanOffensive Remarks, 2:254,2255,2261; Secondreading Speeches in Committee, 2262;
Amendments in Committee of Supply, 3437;
Amendments on next Year's Estimates,
3442.
.suggested Adjournment of the House, 2041.
Tracte Coupons Abolition Bill, 1987, 2326.
Unemployed,250.
Wages of 'Vorkmen at "Mordialloc Creek,
2168.
'Va,nt of Confidence in Ministers, 2987.

BJ.::-OX1<JTT,

BENT, Mr. THOJ\1AS (Brighton)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3585.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3903,
:{912.
Agricultural Colleges Act Amendment Bill,
246.
Audit Office-Ovp-rtime, 1D06.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2313.
Bill~ and Papers Files for Memhers, 1908.
Brighton Pier Impro\'ements, 1156.
,Case of 'Valter Reynolds, 3418.
Uonstitution Act Amendment Act 1890 Further Amendment Bill, 246.
Constitution Convention Bill, 842, 893, 2582.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.L. A., 79.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,
2086.
Debating Answers to Questions, 3488, 3582.
"Debating, Main Question on Motion for Adjournment of Debate, 1943.
Early Sittings, 2414.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2309, 2693,
2705, 270S, 2709, 2710, 2711, 2715, 2757,
2763, 2786.
Employment for Returned Soldiers, 1529.
Estimates of Expenditure, 3586; Railway
) [anagement, 3586; Accounts, 3586, 3593;
Increments, ::J586, 3630, 36:i2.
Exporten Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1195, 1347.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
aud Refreshments, 171, 1n, 174.
Eurack Estate, 1215.
Burack Estate Purchase Bill, 1281.
Factories and Shops Act, 681; Special Boards,
2405 .
..Fi8her v. The Queen, 1592.
iLand Tax, 3508.
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BE:-rT, Mr. THO)IAS (continued)Libel on the King, 112, 122, 123, 126, 245.
Library Committee, 239.
Local Government Act 1890 Amendment Bill,
247.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
.
2596, 3207, 3'216.
.Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2835, 2836,
3131.
Melbourne University, 1525.
Moorpanyal Land Act, 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 953.
:\[ossiface to Omeo Road, 2856.
Mr. Morrison, P. M.-Appointment as UnderSecretary, l418.
Mr. T. G. \Vatson, 3444.
Municipal Unification, 1937.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1283.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2064, 2141, 2175,
2214, 2219, 2253,2426,2473, 2479, 2482.
Opening of Puhlic Library, Museums, a.nd
National Gallery on Sundays, 1634.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 28, 29,
30, :{746; Agreement with Commonwealth
Government, 2:iD.
Private :Members' Bu~iness, 1945,2858.
Private Members' Business and Want of COllfidence in 'Ministers. 2980.
Public Service Acts 'Amendment Bill, 977,
983, 3758, 3764, 3769, 3771, 3781, 3789,
3790.
Public Service Salaries - Deductions for
Quarters, 870, 1299, 1300, 1592 ; Payment of
Publi~ Servants, 1091.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3813,
:~819.

Railway Department-Sandringham Station,
168; Examination of Candidates, 773;
\Yorkmen's Fares, 1062; Architects'Charges
for Railway \Vorks,1247; Clock at Flindersstreet Station, 152D ; Suburban Fares, 20:l9,
24:18; J olimont Accident Claims, 2169,
2:210, 2298, 2299 j Narrow-gauge Lines,
2567; Fares on Brighton Line, 3239.
Recriminations between Members, :~31O.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2077.
Salary of the Clerk of the Assembly, 3444.
Sahries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3438.
State Inebriate Institute, 2467.
St. Kilda via Elwood to Brighton line, 638.
Suggested Adjoul'l1ment of the House, 2041,
2043.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1834, 1949,
2322, 289:~, 2894.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilcla) Bill,
1320, 1790, 1791, :H39, ::J142, !H43, 3150,
3271, 3272, 3640, 3750, 3836, 3841.
Unemployed, 252.
UniYersity Act Amendment Bill, 1944.
Unused Roans Lea~ing Bill, 960, 2;~91, 2392.
Vermin Destruction Hill, 1724, 1729, 1739,
1740, 1743.
\Ya.nt of Confidence in Ministers, 2925, 2980.
'Varrnamhool Land Bill, 2640, 2642, 2808,'
2811,2815.
'Yhitfielcl to Mahn.ilmh Railway, 2567.
Withdrawal of Strangel's, 12Z.
omen's Suffrage Bill, 2671.

"r

Bill 'Vithdrawn--Public and Bank Holidays
Law Amendment Bill, 1232.
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I~DEX.

Bills Discharged from the Paper-Employers
and Employes Act Amendment Bill, 43:3 ;
l.1ocal Government Acts Further Amendment Bill, 434; l\:Ioorpanyal Land Act 1897
FurtherAmendmont Bill (No.1), 915; Wax
Matches Sale Bill, 1244; Old-age Pensions
Further Provision Bill (No.1), 1367; Factories and Shops Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 1'198; ~urvey and Construction of
Roads Bill, :-l219; Constitution Convention Bill, 3219; Legislative Assembly Elections (Voting) Bill, 3219; Conciliation and Arbitration Rill, 3219; Municipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
:-l219; Licenlling Act Amendment Bill,
:ii07 ; Municipal Rating (Improvements on
Land) Bill, 3707; Money Lenders Bill,
3851; Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 3851; Artificial Manures Act
1897 Amendment Hill, 3851; Scaffolding
Illspection Bill, 38.)1; Australasian Dranmtic and Musical Association Land Bill,
38!)1 : Women's Suffrage Bill, 39-11.
Bills Rejecterl on Second Reading - Public
Sel'\'ice Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),
987 ; House Estate and Financial Agents
Licensing Bill, 1244; Game Act Amendment Bill, 3156.
BILLsox, Mr. A. A. (Bo[Jo'll[J).-Introclucecl amI
sworn, 163.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2499.
Budget, 1497, Hi67.
Case of Selina Blackmore, 1594.
Clerks in the Law Department, 3499.
Constitution COllYelltion Bill, 503.
Country Free Libraries, 3462.
"Cup" Day Adjournment, 24]2.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, ~r.L.C.,
2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2695.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3152.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 2387.
Lunatic Asylum Attendants, 159:3Mines Department-Underground Surveys of
Mines, 3530; Mr. Stirling's Visit to Europe,
3583.
:MunicipalOverdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 22:36.
Reduction of Estimates, 3444.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3170.
State Schoo] Teachers Bill, 3039.
St .. John 's \Vort, 2749.
Vermin Destruction, 3509.
Want of Confidence in ~linisters, 2996.
Wool Traffic from A Ibury and W odonga,
3240, a579.
BILLSOX. Mr. J. W. (Fitzroy)
Alexandra Park Bill, 3846.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3795.
Case of alter Reynolds, 3420.
Coal Mines Bill, 3796, 3798.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2717, 2718,
2775.
Eight Hours System in Railway Department,
3583.
Employes on Collingwood Railway, 636.
Factories and Shops Acts, 721.
Government Printing-office Employes' 'V ages,
135.
Inspectors of Public Works, 2039.
Libel on the King, 126, 130, 131.
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BILIJSON, Mr. J. W. (continued)Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 471Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,.
3211.

Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3359.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2111, 2133, 2141.
Police Department, 1344.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 981.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3So;).
Railway Management, 3617.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3921.
Supplementary Estimates, 212.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1835, 1975.
Trades Hall Council, 2] 3.
Unemployed, 260.
Boer 'Yar. (See South Africa" Wa1' in).
Bogong, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
I. A. Isaacs announced, 17 ; issue of writ
for election of a member in place of Mr.
Isaacs announced, 17; election of 1\1 r. A.
A. Billson annollnced, 162; Mr. Billson
introduced awl sworn, 16:l
Botanical and Domain Gardens - Vote discnssetl
in Committee of Supply, 3507.
Bourke West, Representation of-Issue of writ
for election of member in place of Mr. H.
T Staughton, deceased, announced, 14]8 ;
election of Captain H. T. Staughton allnounced, 1418; Captain ~taughton introduced and sworn, 1418.
BOWSER, 1\11'. JOHN (Wangaraita and Ruthe1'glen)
Administration of .T ustiee - Expense of
Bringing a Crimini1l back from New South.
Wales, 13(;.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2490.
Agricultural ~cholarships, 295.
American Vines, 4] 2.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks, 3237,
:~248.

Constitution Convention Bill, 751.
Death of the Hon. J. A. vVallace, M.l... C.,
2088.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act lR97
Amendment Bill, 1375.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1360.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3703, 3958.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3121, 3162.
Interjections, ~247.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 190.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1784.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2854.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2135, 2174,2226, 2229,
2236,245;).
Puspalum DilatatU1n, 3491.
Payment of Public Servants, 1092.
Railway Department--Freight on 'Vine, 166,
2363; Whitfield Railway Crossing. 6:37;
Concession to Fish Protection Societies, 927.
Sale of Murray Fish in Close Season, 295.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bi1l~
39·1.
StH,te School Teachers Bill, 2907.
Tobacco Industry, 32::19.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2391, 2403.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1381.
Viticultural College - Admission of Free:
Students, 875.
Wangaratta Town Hall Site Bill, 234, 1500.-

LEGISLA'l'! VE ASSE)IBL Y.
130WSER, ~ir.

Jomr (continued)-

tVant of Confidenp.e in Ministers, 2994.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 3314.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3317.
'Wines Adulteration Act, 1119.
Mr. J. A. (..L1felbourne.}.-IntrOlluced and
sworn, 435.
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3547.
Appointment of Under Secretary, 1299.
Botanic and Domain Gardens, 3507.
Budget, 1615, 16:n.
China Naval Contingent, 3504.
Closer Settlement EXpenses, 3510.
Coal Mines Bill, 3797.
Compbints against Constahles in vYest Mel·
hourne, 2366.
Constitution Convention Bill, 735.
Crown Lands Bailiff '1'. T. Duncan, 3:,)05.
}~ducation Act Amendment Bill, 2767.
House Estate and Fina.ncial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1239.
Informations for Perjury, 2364.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2652, 2816,
2826, 2827, 2832, 2837, 3127, 3129, :n3:3.
Municipalities Commonwealth Uelebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1293.
Office-cleaners in Lallds Department, :3506.
Old -age Pensions Bill, 2246, 2459.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3820.
F,eduction of Estimates, 3447, 3454, 3319.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1980, 1987,
23~7, 2:~29, 2331, 2886.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3708.
Vermin Destrnction, 3509.
'Yom en's Suffrage Bill, 3715.

"BOYD,

Bra.n<ls, Registration of-Questions by Mr.
Foster re introduction of Bill to provide for
registration of brands, 169, 14:~4, ~802 ; by
Mr. Craven, 633, 3888.
Brighton Pier-Question by :Mr. Bent re improvements to pier, 1156.
Mr. F. H (Cm'lton)
Chief Secretary's Estimfttes, :H37, 3438.
Close of the Session, 3949.
Coal ~1 ines Bill, 4:~O.
Constitution Convention Bill, 680.
Dismissal of Painters at GO\'ermnent House,
552.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 27)8.
Eight Hours Bill, 606.
Electoral Registrars. 3t:');).
l~lectors' Rights, 84.35.
Ex-Tramway Employes in the Railway Service, 24i7.
lfa.ctories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
2411, 3262.
Hackney Ca;rriages Act Amendment "Bill, 246.
Libel on the King, 114, 243, :~:n ; Cahlegram
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
226; Decision of the House, 337.
Library Oommittee, 236.
Memhers-Leave to give Evidence, 416.
Minimum vYage for Government Employes,
2841.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2106, 2116, 2133,2261,
2262,2457.
Opening of Public Library, Mnseums, and
National Gallery on Suudays, 3456.
Police Employed as Clerks, 3456,
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No_ 1),
246.

BW)l\II,RY,
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BROMLEY, ~Ir.

F. H. (continued)Public Sen'ice Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),
:{771, :3776.
Publie Works Tenders-Purchase of Furniture, 2848.
Rulings and Statements as Acting Chctirman
-Second-reading Speeches in Committee,
2891, 269:3, 2694; Personalities, 2692;
Tellious Repetition, 3118.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, :3434.
Savings "Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
395,40U.
State Parliament House-RathdoWll-stl'eet
Approaches, 549, 2673 j Accommodation of
Members, 2673.
Statuary at the Exhibition, 2607.
Unemployed, 69, 249 : Railway Passes, 5;)7.
University Finances, :i672.
Trade Coupons Aholition Bill, 2326.
'Yater Supply Loans Application Rill, 3337.

J. T. (Shepparton alld Ellroa)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3905.
Advances to Local Bodies, 637, 2485, 2500,
:3941.
Constitution Convention Bill, 753.
Coronation of King Edwftrd VII., 3957.
Dairying Companies Act Amendment Bill. 9;")4.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2710, 2711.
Eurack Estate. 1214.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1189, 1196.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
2411, 3255.
Friday Sittings, 3264.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3137, 3161.
Hours of Meetillg, 2675.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 1238.
Labour Members, 2710.
~Ieat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1922,2508.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of orks
Acts Amendinent Bill, :3946.
~felbourne University - Embezzlement of
Fimds, 1300.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2127,2132, 2216, 2223,
22:30, 2423, 24;36, 2:1,159, 2470.
Opening of Public Lihrary, :Museums, and
:xatiolla1 Gallery on Sundays, 1636.
Railway Construction-Capital Expenditure,
412 j Cross-country Lines, 799 j\Yhitfield
to Mahaikah, 3271.
Railway Department-Increases of Salaries
mul Bonuses, 20S; Ma,nagement, 468, 3611 ;
Regrading Lines, 6il:3; M,tterial and Stores,
720; Revenne Account, 721; Treasury
Payments alHl Uredits, 870; Jolimont
Accident, 2210.
Railway Loan Bill, :335.), 3356.
Railway Loans-Interest a-nd Expenses, 7G6.
Reclassification of Shires, 177.
Refreshment Rooms Committee, 3104.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriftges.
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2082, 208:3.
. Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 359, 3139, 3164.
Shepparton Agricultural Show, 2066.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2042.
Rupplemel1tary Estimate~, 208.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill, 3272Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 450, 46il, 1849.
Whitfield to .Mahaikah Railwa.y, 1201.

BROWN, ~lr.

'V
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INDEX:.

EUtlget-Brought down by Mr. Peacock in Committee of Supply, 999; question by Mr.
lrvine, 1035; first night's debate-Mr.
Irvine, 1425; Mr. Fink, 1439; Mr. Outtrim, 1453. :::;econd night-;\Ir. E. D. Williams, 1468; Lt.-Col. Reay, 14i3; Mr.
,\ladden, 1484; Mr. Deegan, 1486; Mr.
Keogh, 1490; Mr. Keast, 1494. Third
llight-~1r ..\·lcKenzie, 1531 ; Ml·. Barbour,
15:n; Mr. Kirton, 1544; Mr. Walde, 1551;
.illr. Hennessy, 1559; Mr. Downward, 11:>64.
Fourth night - Mr. McLeod, 1596; Mr.
Foster, 1608; ]\fl'. Boyd, ](H5. Fifth night
-Mr. Boyd, 1637 ; Mr. Mackinnon, 1641;
.Mr. Toutcher, 1648; Mr. Robinson, 1653;
Mr. Levien, lG59; Mr. A. A. Billson, 1667;
Mr. Prendergast, 1673; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Po;'tland), 16S0; Dr. Maloney. 1681 :Mr.
H. R. Williams, W85; Mr. J. Harris, 1686;
:Mr. Peacock, lU87.
Mr. J. S., Minister of :Mines and
Water Supply (StalVetl)
Brown Coalludnstry in Europe, 494.
Coal Mines Bill, 170, 273, 300, 430, 1713,
1874, 1876, 1883, ]884, 1885, 1886, 1887,
1888, 1889, 3796, 3798, 3801, 3802, 3940.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,
2087.
'Gol<1 Buyers Licensing Bill, 3:34, 2632, 2639,
3105, 3106, 3108, 3109, 3110, 3122, 3156,
:nfi7, 316;~, 3927.
:Mallee Ta,nk~ Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 273, 309, 315.
Mining Boards-Labour coYenants, 1059.
Mining Department - 11ining Leases at
Marong, 299, 423; Boring in the Maryborough District, 1419; Geological Survey
branch, 1424; Geological Surveys of Bendigo Main Lines of Reef, 1593; Testing Plant
for Ta.lbot, 1595; Track to :::;tirling, 1905;
Tenders for Cutting Tracks to 'Warburton
and Bear's Creek, 1991; Geological
Surveys of H.eef Xorth from Ballarat throngh
Creswick, 20!lU; Track Cutting at Healesville, 2672, 2789; Auriferous Area in the
Whipstick, 2804; Government Deep :::;haft
at Bllesmere, 2!)24; Cohen's Line of Lode,
'Valhalla, 292U ; Lambert v. 1'hdssen, 3035,
3239; Dargo River Mining Track, 3103,
:~245;
Prospecting Vote, 3240, 3241;
Boring for Gold. 3529; Mr. ~tirlil1g's Visit
to Emope, 3383; Aid for Mineral Discoveries, 3887.
J\Iining Development Act, 636, ll58; ad\'ances, 1202, 1248.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1158, 1767, 1835, 1843, 1844, 1846, 1847,
1868, 186!).
Mount William Gold-fields, 550; 'Vater
~upply, 721, 1201.
MunicipalOvenlrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3360.
Municipalities Advances Acts Amendment
Bill, 374, 443, 449.
Paid-up :::;hares in Mining Companies, i21..
Rifle Butts at Canadian, J904.
State Padiament House-Testing of Air, 373.
\\Vater Supply-Uuihlfordand \"apeen, 167;
Lake Lonsdale Reservoir, 411; for the
Malleo, 1903; Geelollg, 2168 ; DiYersion of
Goulburn and Murray Rivers, 2748, 3679;
Waterworks in Country Districts, 3529 ;
Expedition Pass ResClToir, B6G7; Glynwylln, 38~7; Riddell's Creek, 3888.

BURTON,

Mr. J. n. (continued)Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 1811,
3321, 3351, 3352, 3353,3354.
'Vines Adulteration Act, 1128.

BURTON,

Business, Order of-Sessional orders 1'e Governluent business and private members' business
adopted, 2i4; sessional ol'dtlrs suspended to
allow Government business to he proceeded
with during the whole of sitting, agreed
to, 639, 952, 1425, 2976-80, 3264, H305-lO;
sessional order limiting time for calling on
fresh business, suspended for remainder of
session, so far as Governmellt business is
concerned, ::S584; motion by Mr. Peacock
re order of business, 3669; debated, 3670 ;
withdrawn, 3670; suspension of sessional
order limiting time for calling on fresh
business suspended so as to allow general
husiness 'to be called on up to 11.15 p.m.,
3707.
Rutter-Questions by Dr. Maloney ?'e cool
storage of butter for local consumption,
1201; by Mr. A. Harris, ?'e direct consignments of butter to seaport centres in Great
Britain, 3243; ?'e sal~ of Victorian butter
in London, 3886. (See Produce, Export of.)
CAl\IERO~,

Mr. BWE~ (P01·tland)
Advances to Local Bodies, 2495.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3844.
Budget, 1680.
Cool Storage Accommodation, 3144.
Constitution Convention Bill, 58S.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2696, 2713.
Eurack Estate, 1271.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Hill, 1351, 135:),1361.
Factories and Shops Acts- Special Boards,
2407.
I
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3705.
Libel on the King, 119, 245; Prosecutions,
298,334.
Lientenant-Governor's Speech, 183.
Medals for State School Children, 297.
Municipal Rating (ImproYements on land)
Bill,1803.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2108, 2137,2183, 2184,
21tH, 2:237, 2440, 2475, 2483.
Parliamentary Library - State Books and
P,tpers, 239.
Printers and Newspapers Act, 76i5, 878.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 982.
Public \-Vorks Department- Delay!! in Carrying out Work, 764.
Public 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3814.
Rail way Department-Casual Employes, 72 ;
Examination of Candidates, 77'2; Acting
Clerks, 2629; Extra Sheep Trucks, 2631 ;
Differential Rates, 3616.
Railway Service Reclassification, 2460.
Railway Management, :3616.
Registnttion of Births Deaths a.nd Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2077.
Savings En,nks Acts .Further' Amendment
Bill, 3\.l:~, 3138.
Shepparton Agricultural Show, 2067.
Statc School Teachers Bill. 2912, 2913.
Btate Inebriate Institute, 331.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1983, 1986,
1988,232:2, 2328.
Unemployed, 251.
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'VAMERON, Mr. EWEN (contin1led)Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 2389, 2393,
2397,2400.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1383.
\Vant of Uonfidence in Ministers, 3003.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2669.
"CA;'I1EIWN, \11'. E. H. (Evelyn)
Case of Walter Reynolds, :3120.
Cross-country Railways, G82.
Healesville Railway ~tation, 1246.
Manee Water Supply, 28, 1245.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill, :~946.
:v.relbourne Tmmw'1y Fares, 2198.
Tolmie Railway, 28.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3339.
,\Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2923,
3267.
'W oolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson
Railw1LY, ]988.
'Densus-Question by Dr. 2\laloney, 875.
OF COl\L.\UTTEES (Mr. vV. D.
--l~ulillgs and Statements of-

<;HAIRMAN

Beazley)

Appropriation Bill, 3637.
Amendments, 1317, ]318, 1885,2126, 2133,
2141, 2143, 2176, 2178, 22i3. 2707, 2708,
:1109; Imposing Taxation, 1723,1744; in
Committee of Supply, 3447.
Budget, ] 425.
Call for Division, 2141.
'Cl1sting Vote, 3188.
,CI,tuses - Amendments, 1845 ; New Clauses,
;~035.

Debate- Second-reading Speel.:hes in ComInittee, 2243, 2678, :3:3) 7, 3712, ~910;
Limitation of Discussion, 2707, 2708;
,Offensive Expressions, 2829; Irregular
Discussion, 1879, 3492, 3493, 3:)29, 3768;
Interjections, ]356,212:5, :3715, 3776.
Director of Education, 2707.
MoorpanY1tl Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1044.
)\.11'. Sadler, 2707.
·Ch~tit·man

of Committees-Motion by ]\>.tr.
Wilkins in Committee of Supply for reduction of Chairman's salary, 3430; withdrawn, 3439.
.Chainnen of Committees-Appointment of Mr.
Bennett, Mr. Bowser, Mr. Bromley, Mr.
Kirton, and )h. .\)urray to act l1S Temporary Chairmen, l1nnounced, 17.
'Charitable Institutions - Vote discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3501.
China Naval Contingent-Question by Mr.
Boyd re case of Gordon, a member of the
China Naval Contingent, 3504; by Mr.
Mackinnon (for Mr. Ramsay) re issue of
medals to members of contingent, 3886.

Mr. J. P. (Grant)
Ueelong Water Supply, 2168.

CHIRC\"SIDE,

4Clerk of Legislative Asselilbly-~fotion by Mr.
Prendergast, in Committee of Supply,
to reduce the Clerk's salary, 3440;
debated, 3441; negatiyed, 3442; motion
by Mr.
O'Neill, in
Committee of
.Supply, that the salary of the future
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Clerk of Legislative Assembly (continued)Clerk should not exceed £850, 3443;
debated, 3443; negatived, 3446; statement
by the Speaker re retirement of Mr. W. V.
Hobinson, C.M.G., 3959.
Clerks of Courts-Question by Mr. Keast re
appointment of clerks of courts at Mansfield and Harrow, G34.
Coal-Question by lIir. Kirton re report by
Government Geologist on brown coal iudustry in Europe, 494: motion by Mr.
Kirton for return of a copy ot Government
Geologist's report, agreed to, 494; presented, 494.
Coal Creek Coal Mine-Question by 1\1 r. Nichols
re labour dispute at Coal Creek Coal
Mine, and action of Railway department,
297.
Coal Mines Bill-Question by Mr. Vale (for
Mr. Downward I re introduction of Bill,
170; Bill brought in by l\.tr. Burton, and
read first time, 273 ; second reading moved
by Mr. Burton, 300; debated, ::l05, 425;
agreed to, 429; Bill considered in committee, 429; question by Mr. Downward,
1713; by Mr. Sangster, 1810; Bill furthel'
considered in committee, 1874; third reading, 1888; returned from Legislative Council with amendments, 3553; amendments
dealt with, 3795; message from Legisla·
tiYe Council insisting on certain of the
amendments disagreed with by the Assembly, :3938; disagreement with Council's
amendments insisted on, 3940.
Colac and Beech Forest Rail way Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill-Brought in by
1\11'. Peacock, and read first time, 3491;
second reading moved by :Mr. 'l'renwith,
3635; Bill read second time and considered
in committee, 3636 ; third reading, 3636.
Coleraine Race·course Bill- Received fl'om
Legislative Council, and rectd first time,
:36:~5; motion hy Mr. Duggan that the Bill
be treated as a public Bill, agreed to, 375:~;
Bill rel1d second time and passed through
remaining sta,ges, 375:3.
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Public
Account8, Committee oJ:)
Committees (Permanent) Appointed, 2i4.
Committees, Select-Appointed-Re handling
grain in bulk, 246; Cl1se of Mr. Walter
Reynolds, 334; railway Cftrriage lighting,
415 ; management of Hailway department,
798.
Commonwealth of Australia, Inauguration of
-Question by Mr. Prendergast re cost of
catering in connexion with Commonwealth
celebrations, lU4:; statement by Mr. Bennett (on motion for adjournment of the
House) re action of trustees of the Exhibition building, in connexion with purchase
of furniture and refreshments, 171; subject discussed, 172-7; question by Mr.
McKenzie re distribution of medals to
school children, 242; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portla.nLi), 297; by :Mr. Hellnessy re
issue of voters' certificates in connexion
'with referendum On Commonwealth of Australia Bill, 636; by Mr. Prendergast,
2788; by Mr. Prendergast re admission to
grand stand erected at Prince's-britlgp. station, during Commonwealth celebrations,
6:37, 734; by Mr. Grose re cost of celebl'l1tions, 292G.
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Commonwealth Parliament - Question
by
Lt. -Col. Reay 1'e alleged invasioll of State
rights inconnexion with carriage of m~tils, by
':;tute railways, under a Bill nowuefore Communwealt.h Parliament, 267; statemtll1t by
Mr. Irvine, 268 ; by:Mr. Gillies, 268; question hy Sir John Mdntyre re effect of luterState (Commonwealth) Bili on State rights,
2ti8; statement by Mr. :Fink, 269 ; by :Mr.
Barhour re his attendance as a witness before a select committee of the House of
Representatives, 4]5; motion by Mr. Peacock giving leave to :Yrr. Barbour to attend
before the said committee, agreed to,
4]6 ; question hy Mr. O'Neill re accommodation of the COlllmonwealth Parliament, 547 ; by Mr. Vale, (j:~6.
COllciliation and Arbitration Bill-Brought in
by Mr. 'l'renwith, and read first time, 273;
Bill (lischarged from paper, 3219.
Conservator of Forests. (See Stnte Forests.)
Consolidated Reyenue Bill (No. I)-Brought in
by ~.fr. Peacock, alltl passed through all its
stages, 212.
Consolidater! Re\Tenue Bill (No. 2)-Brought in
by Mr. Pe!tcock, and passed through all its
stages, 469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Brought in
by MI'. Peacock, and passed through all its
stages, 1034-5.
.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Brought in
by .Mr. Peacock, and passed through all its
stages, 2884.
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890 Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 246.
Constitution Convention Bill-Brought in by
~1r. Peacock, and read first time, 273 ;
question by Mr. Irvine re circulation of
Bill, 275; second reading moved by Mr.
Peacock, 374; debate adjourned, 384;
Lieutenant-Govern')r's message, brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 496; debate on motion for second
reading resumed by Sir John McIntyre,
496; continued by Mr. A. A. Billson,
503; :Mr. McKenzie, 506 ; Mr. Mackinnon,
515; Mr. Toutcher, 517; Mr. Fotheringham, 524; Mr. Downward, 526; Mr.
Oman. 529 ; Mr. Duffy, 567; Mr. l{,ohinson, 575; statement by Mr. Peacock re
close of debate, 579 ; debate continued by
Mr. Robinson, 580; Mr. Keogh. 58'J;
Mr. Deegan, 586; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 588; Mr. Mitchell, fi95; Dr.
_'laloney, 597; Mr. McLeod, 640; :J.Ir.
Radler, 648; Mr. Irvine, 656; Mr. Trenwith, 665; l\fr. Andrews, 682; 1\11'. E. D.
\Villiams, 687; Mr. Murray, 691; Lt.Col. Heay, 697; Mr. Boyd, 735; Mr.
Smith, 740; Mr. Lazarus, 745; Mr. Barbour, 749; Mr. Bowser, 751; Mr. Gail',
752; l\'fr. Brown, 753; Mr. Hamsay,
757; Mr_ Climes, 783; Dr. McInerney.
SOl ; ~lr. Shiels, 815; Mr. Fink, 831;
Mr. H. R \Villiams, 882; Mr. Duffus,
891; Mr. Bent, 893; Mr. Kirton, 902;
Mr. Isaacs, 907; Mr. Methven, 910; Mr.
Vale, 912; Bill read second time, 915;
statement by :Mr. Duffy, 921; question by
Lt.-Col. Reay, 2500; statement by Mr.
Peacock, 2574; by Mr. irvine, 2577;
motion by Lt. -Col. Reay for adjournment
of the House for the purpose of discussing

Constitution Convention Bill (continued)the Ministerial abandonment of the Bill,.
2577 ; discussed, 2580; negatived, 2588;
motion by Lt. -Col Reay" That in the
opinion of this House the Government
should proceed with the consideration of
the Bill before the end of the present
month (November)," 2858; debated,
2861 ; negatived, 2875; Bill discharged
from paper, 3219.
Constitution, Reform of the-Motion by Mr.
Methven affirming that the time had arriyed for the introduction of a Bill to
reform the Constitution of the two HOllses
of the State Parliament on lines laid down
by honorable members at the last general
t-lection. 1937; debated, 1940; debate adjourned, 1944.
Contingent for South Africa. (See South Ajric'.:t,
War in).
}fr. A. W. (Renambm)
Christmas and N ew Year Holidays, 3667.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1840.
Mossiface to Om eo Road, 2852.
Registration of Brands Bill, 633, 3888.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3431.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 3713.

CRAVES,

Credit Foncier Loans-Question hy Mr. Nichols
re loans to settlers on Credit Foncier principle, 733.
Mr. JORS (Gunbow~r).-Introduced
and sworn, 108.
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3348.

CULLEN,

Dairying Companies Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Irvine (for :Mr. Brown),
and read first time, 954.
Debentures -Question by Mr Robinson ?'C
dealings in Government municipal debentures, 1523.
::\11'. J. F. (Melboume East).-Intl'odnced and sworn, 298.
Agricult ural Vepartment J ollrnal, 2561.
Budget, 1486.
Constitution Convention Bill, 586.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3696.
Gold Buyer.:! Licensing Bill, 3157, 3162.
House :Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1236.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2173.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1831, 2330.
\Vonlen's Suffrage Bill, 2667.

DEEGAN,

Defence Department-Quest.ion by Lt.-Col.
Reay re payment of overtime to employes
of Department in connexion with organization of South African contingents, 373 ; by
Mr. Methven re payment of officers for
overtime in connexion with South African
contingents, 1594.
Divisions-In the Houl:5e-On Mr. "Varde's
amendment on Mr. Peacock's motion
affirming that the honorable member for
Melbourne, Mr. Findley, being the printer
and publisher of a newspaper, known as

LEGlSIJATIVE ASSEMBLY.

(29)

Divisions-In C~mmittee-On Lt.-Col. Reay's
Divisions-In the Honse (conti1~1wd)amendment m clause 6 of Savings Banks
the Tocsin, in the issue of which, of 20th
Act Further Amendment Bill, 400; on Mr.
June, there was published a. seditious libel
Downward's amendment in clause 6 of Coal
regarding His Majesty the King, "is guilty.
Mines Bill, 431; on Mr. Prendergast's new
of disloyalty to His Mltjesty, and com·
clause in Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Furmitted an act discreditable to the honour
ther Amendment Bill (No.2), 1043; on Mr.
of Parliament, and that he therefore be
Peacock's amendment in clause 2 of Muniexpelled this House," 134; on Mr. Peacipalities Commonwealth Celebrations J;Jxcock's motion for adjournment of the House
penditure Bill, 129:3; on Mr. Downward's
from 27th June until 16th July, 264; on Mr.
amendment in clause 4 of Exported ProPeacock's motion for second reading of Conducts Act 1898 Amendment Bill 1320,
'stitution Convention Bill, 915; (,n Mr.
on Mr. Prendergast's amendment ~ claus~
Bennett's motion for second reading of
3 of Meat Supervision Act Amendment
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 987 ;
Bill, 19~7; on Mr. McLeod's amendment
-on Mr. vYilkins' motion for appointment of
in clause 2 of Old-age Pensions Bill, 2127;
Select Committee to inquire into adminis·
on Lt. -Col. Reay's motion that progreils
tration of police department, ] 345 ; on Mr.
be reported on Old-age Pensions Rill
Kirton's motion for the adjournment of the
2259; on Mr. Kirton's amendment in claus~
-debate on Mr. O'Connor's motion in favour
]0 of Old-age Pension Bill, 2260' on Mr.
-of opening of the Public Library, Museums,
Keogh's amendment in clause 8' of Unand Nationa.l Gallery on Sundays, 1637;
used Roads Leasing ~ill, 2402; on Mr.
-on Mr. Vale's motion for the adjournment
P~~ndergast's new clause in Meat Superof debate on Mr. Peacock's motion for seVlSlOn Act 1900 Amendment Bill 2599'
~ond reading of Old-age Pensions Bill, 2037;
on Mr. Wilkins' new clause in sadte Bill'
-on Mr. Wilkins' amendment in cbuse 2 of
2606; on Dr. McInerney's amendment i~
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2334; on Lt.clause 3 of Education Act Amendment
Col. Reay's motion for recommittal of Old~ill, 2709; on Mr. Murray's amendment
.age Pensions Bill, 2369; on Mr. Kirton's
m clause 6 of same Bill, 2770; on clause
.amendment in clause 10 of Old-age Pensions
2 of Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill 2827'
Bill, 2451 ; on Mr. Pea00ck's amendment,
on Mr. Bent's motion to report pl:ogres~
2452; on ~ir Samuel Gillott's amendment
on same Bill, 2835; on Mr. H. R. Williams'
in clause 8 of same Bill, 2474: on Mr. Rent's
amendment in clause 35 of State School
.amendment in clause 10 of same Bill, 2483;
Teachers Rill, 3049; on Mr. Sadler's
-on Lt. -Col. Reay's motion for the adjournamendment in schedule 2 of sa.me Bill
ment of the House for the purpose of dis3061; on Mr. Warde's new clause re loan~
-cussing the Ministerial abandonment of the
on small properties in Savings Ba.nks Acts
Constitution Convention Bill, 2588; on Mr.
Further Amendment Bill, ?184; on Mr.
Prendergast's motion for adjournment of
Warde's new clause re salaries in sa.me
-debate on motion for second reading of
Bill, 3188; on Mr. l")rendergast's motion
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2671; on Mr. Ramin Committee of Supply to reduce the
:say's new clause in same Bill, 2787; Oll Mr.
salary of the Clerk of the Legislative
Duggan's motion for the second reading of
Assembly, 3442; on Mr. Prendergast's
the Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2825;
motion in Committee of Supply that the
-on .Mr. Beazley's motion for adoption of
salary of the future Clerk be reduced to
minimum wage for Government employes,
£800, 3443 ; on Mr. Bent's motion in clause
2846; on Lt.-Col. Reay's motion affirming
5 of Public Service Acts Amendment Bill
that the Government should proceed with
No.2, 3763; on Lt.-Col. Reay's a.mend~
the Constitution Convention Bill, 2875; on
ment in same. claus,e of same Bill, 3771;
the Legislative Council's amendment in
on Mr. Mackmnon s new clanse in same
dause 1 of Trade Coupons Abolition Bill,
Bill, 3794; on Mr. J. W. Billson's amend2892; on Mr. H. R. 'Yilliams' motion to
ment in clause 2 of Sports Betting Supomit clause 5 of Education Act Amendment
pression Bill, 3923; on Mr. Murray's
B.il~, 3073 ; on new clause B in Meat Superamendment
in clause 3 of same Bill,
VISIOn Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 3210 ; on
3924.
Mr. Warde's new clause in same Bill, 3211;
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
on Mr. \Varde's amendment in his new
Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
clause in same, Bill, 3218: on Mr. Bennett's
Peac.ock, and read first time, 274; second
motion affirming that report of select comreadlllg moved by Mr. Peacock, 1372;
mittee on the case of Mr. Walter Reynolds
deba.ted, 1373; agreed to, 1376; third
should be carried out, 3429; on Mr. H. R.
readl11g, 1377.
Williams' motion for the second reading of
the Women's Suffrage Bill, 3711; on Mr.
DOWNWARD, Mr. ALFRED (Mornington)
Bent's motion for third reading of Tramways
Budget, 1564.
Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill, 3841 ; on Mr.
Coal Contracts for Railway Department 3240.
Morrissey's motion for second reading of
Coal Mines Bill, 170, 305, 425, 429,' 1713.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3848; on Mr. Dug1874, 1880, 1883, 3796, 3797.
gan's motion that the Assembly do not
Constitution Convention Bill, 526, 2871.
insist on their amendment in clause 8 of
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2680 2689
M.elbournt: Sailors' Home Bill disagreed
Eurack Estate, 1276.
,.
wIth by Legislative Council, 3927; on Dr.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
:Maloney's proposal that the House insist
Bill, 1186, 1309, 1318, 1353.
on disagreeing with the Legislative CounLocal Government Acts Further Amendment
cil's amendments in the State School
Bill, 246, 433.
Teachers Bill, 3936.
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Mr. ALFRED (continued)Lieutenant-Governol"s Speech. 39.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill,314.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2595.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1841, 1842, 1847.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment Bill,
445.
Old·age Pensions Rill, 2043.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 3747.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3761,
3774.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
394.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1720, 1731,
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 454, 496.

DOWNWARD,

Drunkards, Habitual.
ment 0/)

(See Inebriates, Treat-

Mr. J. F. (Port Fairy).
Constitution Convention Bill, 891.
Differential Railway Rates, 3614.
Eurack Estate, 1279, 1281.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1132.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2217.
Railway Management, 3614.
'l'rade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1982, 2332.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1385.

DUFFUS,

}.fr. J. GAVAN (Kilmore, Dalhousie, a.nd
LanCfjield)
Assassina.tion of President of Ur.ited States,
1391.
Case of Mr. T. F. McDonagh, 635.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 2864, 3417, 3487.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 34:38.
Conservator of State Forests, 3519,3522.
Consolidation of Victorian Statutes, 167,

DUFFY,

181~.

Constitution Convention RiH, 567, 929.
Crown Lands Bailiff, T. To Duncan, 3505.
Educ!l.tion Act Amendment Rill, 2685, 2709,
2712, 2768, 2774. 2777, 2780.
Electoral Registrars, 3453.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3107, 3109, 3114,
3122, 3158, 3159.
Hours of Meeting, 2673.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1814.
Libel on the King, 117.
Lunacy Department Reforms. 3104, 3393.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 389.
Melbourne Tramway Fares. 2199.
.
Melbourne University - Embezzlement of
Funds, 1300; Finances, 3i93.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1775, 1845.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2100,2171,2178,2181,
2182, 2183, 2184, 2370, 2452.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1636.
Personal Explanation, 3487.
Private Members' Business, 29i8.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3766.
Railway Department - School Excursions,
1464; Wheat and Coal Freights, 3502,3625 ;
Management, 3625.

Mr. J. GAVAN (continuedjRiddell's Creek Water Supply, 3888.
Salaries of Officers Transferred to Commonwealth, 1420, 2671.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Rill, 395, 3173.
Savings Banks Employes, 3581.
Sports Bet.ting Suppression Bill, 3923.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2673.
State School Teachers Bill, 2045.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2041.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 1906,3707, :nu,.
3938.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 2391, 2395.
Vermin Destruction, 1157.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1726, 1744.
'Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2991.
"Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 456.

DUFFY,

DUGGA~,

Mr. D. J., Minister of Lanus.
(Dunolly)
Australasian Dramatic and Musical Association Land Sale Bill, 3670.
Bendigo La,nd Sale Bill, 1907, 2312, 2314.
Bolwarrah vVater Reserve, 371, 2562.
Closer Settlement-Purchase of Land, 1064;.
Expenditure, 3510.
Coleraine Hace·course Bill, 375a.
Council of Agricultural Education, 3511.
Eurack Estate 1130, 1158, 1204,1213, 1217"

1224.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1281, 1282.
Forest Reserves, 1714.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 334. 384.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 273, 1811,.
1812, 1812, 2312,2923.
Land Licence-fees, 169.
Lands Department ,- Bee-keepers' Licences,.
372; Delays in Issue of Official Documents,.
413 ; Residences on Auriferous Areas, 414 ;:
Overtime of Clerical Staff, 494 ; Administration of Department, 494 ; Survey Qharges,
1062; Land Classification, 1064,3508 ; ~ur
render of ~elected Lands, 1157 ; Renewal of
JJicences under Sections 99 and 123 of Land
Act, 1203; Clearing Scrub Lands, 1424;:
Crown Lands at Upper N eerim, 1714; Removal of Sand fro111 Sandridge Bend, 1715 ;
Selectors' Arrears of Rent, 1766; Explosives.
Reserve at Truganina, 1766; Selection at·
Borung, 2363; Compensation to Landholders at Bolwarrah, 2562; Crown Lands.
Bailiff, T. T. Duncan, 3506; Pental Island,
3511; Sand Area Roads at Port Melbourne,.
3523; Loans to Selectors, 2524; Chainmen's Wages, 3524; Fun'dna Lands, 3667.
Lake Lonsdale Reservoir, 369,
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2631.
L,oans to ~ettlers at Moe, 733.
Mallee Lands-Appeal Boards, 242; Classification, 1248.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2643, 2826,.
3126, 3127, 3131, 3133, 3134, 3135, 3926,
3927.
Memsie Estate, 768.
Mount Warrenheip Timber Reserve-Sale of
Dead Trees, 169.
Mr. Searle's Fellmongery~ 3889.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 1717,1870.
Queenscliff La.nd Resumption Bill, 2097,.
2169, 2538.
Rabbits in Gippsland, 1067.

LEGISLATIVE ASSE)IBLY.

Mr. D. J. (continued)State Forests - Management, 2804, 3105,
·3667; Creswick, 2920; Appointment of
Conservator, 3520; Thinning, 3524.
St. John's 'Vort, 2749.
Survey and Construction of Roads Bill, 1767,
2750.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 954. 958, 2388,
2389, 2390, 2391, 2392, 2393, 2394, 2402,
2103,2404.
Vermin Destruction-Liability of Pastoral
Licensees, 164; Supply of Poison, 1157;
Minimum Fines, 1157; Rabbit Extermination in Mansfield Shire, 142L ; Prosecutions,
1716; General Expenses, 3509.
Yermin Destruction Bill, 273, 1377, 1721,
1724, 1725, 1733, 1734,1743, 1744, 3928.
Warrnambool Land 11 ill, 2312, 2639, 2642,
2806, 2812, 2815.
·Wilcl Dogs Destruction Bill, 374, 452, 46L,
463, 464, 465, 466, 496, 1847, 1848.

DUGGA~,

DYER, Mr. J. H.

(BonlnY)

Closed Roads Leasing Bill, 2400.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3345.
Education Act-Question by Mr. Murray re
amendments of Act, 639.
Education. Act Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr: Gun, and read first time, 2n;
second reading moved by Mr. Gun, 2300,
debated, 2501; Bill read second time,
2514; considered in committee, 2676;
2750; third reading moved by Mr. Gun;
3062; debated, 3062; agreed to, 3073;
amendments after third reading, 3073-4-;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3707; amendments agreed
with, 3929; amendment recommended by
the Governor agreed to, 3956.
Education Department. (See Public Instruction.)
Eight Hours Rill-;-Brought in by Mr. Bromley,
and read first time, 606.
lmections and Qualifications CommitteeSpeaker's warrant laid on the table, 17.
Electoral Registrars-Question by Mr. Smith
re allowances to electoral registrars, 1528;
subject of discussion in Committee of Supply, 3451, 3453, 3455.
Electors, Non-residential- Question by Dr.
Maloney 1'e voting by non-residential electors in Melbourne East electorate, 370.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment :Bill-Brought in by Mr. Robinson,
and read first time, 246; second reading
moved by Mr. Robinson, 3941; Bill read
second time, 3941 ; considered in committee,
3941 ; third reading, 3944.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment Bill
-Brought in by Mr. Prenderg~Lst, and read
first time, 246 ; order of the da.y for second
reading disclmrged, 433.
Employers and Employes Act (Part III.) Further Continuation Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Peacock, and read first time, 2676; second
reading moved by Mr. Trenwith, 3320;
debated, 3321; agreed to, 3321; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, 3321.
Empress Dowager of Germany, Death ofMotion by Mr. Peacock for adoption of
address to His Majesty the King, expressing sympathy with His Majesty on the

Empress Dowager of Germany, Death of (continued)death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
607; seconded by Mr. Irvine, 608; agreed
to, 608; motion by Mr. Peacock for adoption of address to the Lieutenant-Governor,
requesting transmission of foregoing address
to Secretary of State for the Colonies,
agreed to, 608; message from the Lieutenant-Governor transmitting copy of despatch from Secretary of State for the
Oolonies, acknowledging receipt of address,
734.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 1900-1901 brought down, 205;
Estimates of Expenditure for first month of
1901-2 brought down, 466; Supplementary
Estimates of Expenditure for 1900-1, and
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
1901-2 brought down, 999.
Eurack Estate-Copy of provisional contract
for purchase of Eurack Estate for close·
settlement laid on the table, 1130; motion
by Mr. Duggan (in committee) affirming.
that it is expedient to acquire, for the purposes of closer settlement, the Eurack
Estate, 1158; debated, 1163, 1204, 1249;.
agreed to, and reported to the House and
adopted, 1284.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill-Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down and resolution for appropriation adopted, 1281 ; Bill
brought in by Mr. Duggan, and read first
time, 1281; second reading moved by Mr.
Duggan, and agreed to, 1281; Bill considered in committee, 1281 ; third reading,
1282.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Morrissey, and read first
time, 273; secontl reading moved by Mr.
Morrissey, 436; debated, 930, 1068, 11:30,
1165; Bill read second time, 1188; considered in committee, 1188, 1307, 1:~4G;.
third reading, 1367; amendments after'
third reading, 1367.
Factories and Shops Acts-Question by MI".
Prendergast re comments by magistrates
on policy of the law, 370; statement by
Mr. Bent re effect of Acts, 681; question
by Mr. McArthur, 722; question by Mr. J.
\V. Billson re bringing additional trades
under Acts, 721 ;:statement by Mr. Peacock
re extension of Acts, 722 i question by Mr.
Mackinnon re names and occupations of
chairmen of wages boards, 1062; by Mr.
W. H. Williams re determinations of wages.
boards, 1246, 1525; by Mr. }"lrelldergast 1'e
recommendations of Printers' Wages Board,
1421; statement by Mr. Prendergast
re appointment of wages boards, 1465;
subject discussed, 1466; statement by Mr.
Peacock, 1467 ; statement by Mr. Prendergast, 2882; question by Mr. Prendergast~
2920; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of wages board for aerated water,
cordial, and non-intoxic:1ting beer manufacturers, 1866; discussed, 1867; agreed
to, 1867; qnestion by Mr. Peacock for
appointment of wages board for brushmakers, agreed to, 1867·8; statement bv
Mr. Peacock re appointment of wages bO:1I'<1
for brewers and maltsters, 2300 ; motion by
Mr. Peacock for appointment of special
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Factories and Shops Acts (continued)board for brewers and bottlers,of fermented
liquors, agreed to, 2404; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for maltsters, 2404; debated, 2405 ; agreed
to, 2405; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special board for manufacturers of bamboo or wicker goods, 2405;
debated, 2406; agreed to, 2412; question
by :Mr. Prenderga~t re determination of
·coachmakcrs board, 2415; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for makers of bone dust or other artificial
manure, 3254; debated, 3254; agreed to,
.3257; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special board for makers of portmanteaux, leather bags, leather trunks,
.&c, :3257; debated, 2258; agreed to, 3:258;
motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of
;special board for makers of metal bedsteads
or fenders, agreed to, 3258; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for ironmoulders, agreed to, 3259 ; motion
by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special
board for makers of ovens, sto\'es, and
ranges, agreed to, 3259; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for brasl'Ifounders and brassfinishers, 3259 ;
-debated, 3261 ; agreed to, 3263; question
by Mr. Methven re appointment of special
board for millers, 3580; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for those employed in the manufa;cture or
making of carriages, carts, or other vehicles
(other than perambula.tors), or any part or
parts thereof, 3752; debated, 3752; agreed
to, 3752.
Factories and Shops Acts Commission-Motion
by Mr. Tl'enwith authorizing expenditure
lay commission of a further sum of £250,
1907 ; discussed, 1907; agreed to, 1908_
Factories and Shops Acts Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Peacock, and read
a. first time, 300; order of day for second
reading discharged, 1498.
Factory Girls-Questions by Mr. E. D. Williams
re reflections on the character of factory
girls, ] 36, 170.
Farm Labourers - Question by Mr. Gail' 1'e
diversion of farm labour at harvest time,
2367 ; by Sir John McIntyre, 2804; by Mr.
Prendergast, 3034.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Repre'sentation Bill- Message from the Lieutenant-Governor announcing proclamation
of the Bill, 18.
Federal Convention Elections-Motion by Mr.
Robinson for a return re cost of holding
federal convention elections and of taking
referendums, agreed to, 245; presented,
300.
Federal FTansard-Qnestion by Mr. Vale rpsupply of copies of Federal Hansard, 136 ;
statement by the Speaker, 136; question
by Mr. Tucker, 299; further statement
by the Speaker, 495.
Federa.l Parliament House. (See Parliament
H OU8e, Spring-street.)
Fees for Affidavits-Statement by Mr. Vale in
Committee of Supply 1'e system of allowing
public officers to take fees for affidadts,
3494; suhject discussed, 3494.

Mr. EDWARD (Melbourne)
Libel on the King, 110, 112, 113, 123.
(Expelled by resolution of the House, 134.)

FINDLEY,

Mr. THEODORE (Jolimont and We8t Richnwnd)
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3795.
Budget, 1439.
Case of Joseph Hall, 872.
Commonwealth Bills - Questions in State
Parliament. 269.
Constitution Convention Bill, 831.
" Cup" Day adjournment, 2412.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2309, 2501,
2677, 2683, 2688, 2692, 2706, 2711,2752,
2753, 2764, 2788.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Revocation Bill, 247.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3108.
Hours of Meeting, 2674.
Irregular Discussion, 2066.
Justices Act, Amendment Bill, 276, 351.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Bill, 248.
'Libel on the King, Ill.
Libra.ry Committee, 233.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 386..
Melbourne ana. Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Municipal Unification, 1929.
.
Old-age Pen8ions Appeals, 1945.
Old-age Pensions Bill; 2133, 2135, 2141,2142,
2224.2254
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 3748.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2075, 2081.
SlIola.ries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3433.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 361, 391, 403.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2674.
State School Teachers Bill, 2522, 2905, 2907,
2908.
State Parliament Library, 3448,3450.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1825, 1975,
1976, 2321.

FINK,

Fire Appliances-Quest.ion by Mr. Smith 1'e
fire appliances for high buildings, 1061.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board-~uestion by
Mr. Prendergast re report of Board, 1067.
Fires on Railway Reserves (See Railway
Department) .
Fish-Question by Mr. Bowser 1'e sale of Murray
cod during close season, 295; statement
by Mr. Taverner, 296.
Fisher v_ The Queen- Question by Mr. Bent,
1592.
Fitzroy, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
Best announced, 16; issue of writ for election of member in place of Mr. Best
announced, 17; election of Mr. P. J.
O'Connor announced, 17; Mr. O'Connor
introduced and sworn, 17.
Floods-Question by Mr. Nichols re advances
to selectors who had suffered by floods,
3523.
Footscray, Representation of-Resignation of
Mr. Mauger announced, 16; issue of writ
for election of member in place of Mr.
Mauger announced, 17; election of Mr.
Jacob Fotheringham announced, 17; Mr.
Fotheringham introduced and sworn, 17.
Forests. (See State Forests).

LEGISLATIVE ASSE)IDr.. Y.

Mr. C. L. (Pobcarth)
Eurack Estate, 1252.
Forrest to Barramunga Railway Extension,
293.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1725, 1738.

FORREST,

Mr. HENRY (Gil)pslancl East)
Budget, 1608.
Dargo Ri\'er Mining Track, 3103, 3245.
Debating Questions to Ministers, 3238.
Bducation Act Amendment Bill, 2688, 2761,
2774.
Eurack Estate, 1261.
·Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Revocation Bill, 247, 248.
Gold Buyers Licellsing Bill, 2639, 3105, 31I0,
3116, 3120,3121, 3157, 3Hi2.
Inspectors of Pul)lic Works, 1593.
Library Committee, 230.
Mining Track to Stirling, 1905.
Mining Development Acts-Votes, 3241.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1770.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2849, 2838.
Mr. l\fmray, M.L.A., 244.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebra.tions
Expenditure Bill, 1284.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2568.
Proclamation of Vaccination ])istriets, 2927.
Prosecu tions under the Vaccination Act,
]064.
Rabbits in Gippsland, 1066.
Reflections on Mining Investors, 244-.
Registration of Brands Bill, 169, 1424, 2802.
Savings Banks Aets Further Amendment
Bill,361.
Savings Banks Commissioners-Advances to
Coffee Palaces, 374.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
)[embers. 2673.
State ~chool Teachers Bill, 2904, 2908.
'J'rade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2323, 2888.
Unused Roads I,easing Bill, 2389.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1718, 1720, 1723,
1734, 1744
\Vater Supply Loans Application Rill, 3330.
Whitfield t·) Mahaika,h Railway, 2368.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1125.

FOSTER,

(Footscray).-Intro.
duced and sworn, 17.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3912.
Alexandra P1:'rk Bill, 3847.
Close of the Session, 3950.
Constitution Convention Bill, 524, 2585, 2861.
Contemplated Resignation, 3950.
Education Act Amendment Bill,271:,).
]'~xplosi ves Reserye at Tl'UganinfL, ] 766.
.Further Australin,n Contiugeut for South
Africa, 3704.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1753, 1925.2536,2602, 3197, 3214, 3945.
Melbourne 'l'ramway }i'ares, 2209.
Old-age Pensions at Footscray, 1766, 1865.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2058,2188,2294, 2362.
l>airs, 2294, 2362.
Personal Explanations, 2294, 23{)2.
Hail way Depctrtment-Reclassification, 2097;
Pay in Existing Lines Branch, 2297.
State School Teachers Bill, 2898, 2903, 2905,
2910.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1980, 2331, 2891.
"rant of Confirlence in Ministers, 3001.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2815.
SES. 1901.-c

FOTHERINGHAM,2\fr. JACOB

(33)

Free Libraries and Country Museums-Vote
discusse(l in Committee of Supply, 3462.
FlIlrniture-Motion by Mr. ·Warde that the purchase or use of furniture by the Government
should he prohibited "unless such fnrui• ture bears a stamp that it has been manufactured by European labour only," 2846 ;
statement by the Speaker, 2847 ; by Mr.
Peacock, 2848; motion agreed to, 284!).
Mr. M. J. S. (Bo'll1'ke E((.~t)
Constitution Convention Bill, 752.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 316, 3150.
Honse Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1234.
Justices Act Amendment. Bill, 3.30, 355.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2174.
Personal Explanation, 2415.
Private Members' Business, 2170.
Public anel Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1231.
Railway Department-Collingwood Line,374;
Revenue of Preston Line, 2806; Compensation for Accidents, 2420; Engineering
Students, 2562.
Speeches in Explanation of Questions, 2368,
2415,2926.
State Inebriate Institute, 323, 2468.
State School Teachers Bill, 2902, 2904, 3059,
3060.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2367.

GAIR,

Game Act Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Gail', and read first time, 316; second
reading moved by ·Mr. Gail', 3150 ; debated,
3151; negatived, 3156; question by Mr.
Levien. 3i38.
Germany, Empress Dowager of. (See Empress
Do/cager of Germany.)

Mr. DUNCAN (Too1'ak)
Audit Commissioners' Report, 2883.
Case of Walter Heynolds, 3426.
Commonwealth Pctrliamellt - Questions in
State Parliament. 268.
Constitution Conve~ltion Bill, 759, 783.
Death of t.he Hon. J. A. \Vallace, .\1. L.C., •
2085.
Education Act Amendnlent Bill, 2514,
2685.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1366.
Libel on the King-Cablegram to Secretary
of State for the Colonies, 227.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1:~05.
Moorpltnyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1035.
Municipalities Advances A.ct Amendment
Bill, 44G .
Olel-age Pensions Bill, 2431, 2433,2477.
Police Department, ] 342.
Private :Members' Business, 2978, 3305, 3717,
3718.
Puhlic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3772.
Reflections on the Prime Minister, 175.
Sports Botting Suppressioll Bill, H920.
State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 3052, 3033.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2042.
Supplementary Estimates, 210.
Supply. 467.
Trade Coupons Abolition Rill, 1826,2318.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
3640.
" Twilighters'" Claims, 1995.

GILLIES,

(34)
GILLIES,

lXDEX.

Mr.

DUNCAN

(contillued)-

Unemployed,254.
\Yarrnarnboo1 Land Bill, 2642.
'Yomen's Suffrage Bill, 3/17.

Sir SAMUEL (continued)Savings Hanks Acts Furthel' Amellllment Bill,
3184.
Saving Banks Loans '7 Alleged Illegal Charges,
1063.

GILLOT'!',

Searching of Miners at Eaglchawk, 1595,
Sir
SAMUEL, Attorney·General
3489.
(jJIel1w1t1'ne East).-Introduced and sworn I
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 33.14, 3920.
on re-election after accepting office, 17.
State School Teachers Bill, 3053.
Alexandra Park Bill, 384;").
Supreme Court-Appointment of a Taxing
Case of Selina Blackmore, 1595.
Master, 41:13; Exemption from Jury Service,
Clerks of Courts, 6:35.
3i94; Fees for Affidavits, 3494.
Consolidating Victorian Statutes, lG7.
Trade ('oupons Abolition Bill, 1975, 1976,
" Duke of York " ~hares, 1065.
HIS5, 19S8, 2320, 2320, 2330, 2331, 2335,
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amend2336,2337,2887,2892,2895,2890.
ment Bill, :3942, 3943.
Trusts Act Amendmell t Bill, :3708.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1379, 1725, 1739,
and Refreshment s, ) 72.
1744, 26:{ l.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
'Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2954.
Bill, 1265.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 128l.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :nO.5, 3107, 3108,
Gippsland East Education Endowment Re3109, 3121, 312~, :H58, alGI.
serves Revocation Bill--13['ought in oy Mr.
House Estate and FinancialAgel1ts Licensing
Foster, and read first time, 247.
Bill, 1237.
Informations for Perjury, 236-1.
Gippslantl North. Repr('sentation of - ReInsolvency Bill, 1044.
.
signation of Mr.. McLean announced, 16;
iSl:!ue of writ fot' election of member in place
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 18, 275, 349,
of Mr. )lcLean announced, 17; election
251, iH55 •
of Mr. H. P. Keogh announce(l, lOS; Mr.
•Jnstices Law Further Amendment Bill, 3062.
Libel on the King, Ill.
Keogh introduced and sworn, 108.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Licellsed Victuallers' Trade Coupons, 1765.
Burton, and read first time, 334; second
Licensing Court'3-: Non-attendance of .Judges
and PoLice Magistrates, 1862.
reading moved by Mr. Burton, 2632; debated.
Lieutenant-Oovernor's Speech, 204.
2637; Bill read second time, 2639; considered
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1870,
in committee, :n05; third reading, 3156;
1872, 1873, 2538, 2539, 312~, 3937.
amendlllCuts after third reading, 3156-63; reMarriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 273,
turned from Legish~ti\'e Council with amend366,390,470,471,472,1498, 1499, 174~
ments, 3635; amendments dealt with, :3927 ;
Meat Supervision Act HIOO Amendment Bill,
amendment recommended by the Governor
:l'20!J,321S.
agreed to, 3056.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Government Botanist-Statement by ~f r. Levien
Expenditure Validation Bill, 274, 305,306,
in Committee of Supply, 3454; by)1r. 'rrell309
with,3454.
Melbourne f:ailors' Home Bill, 3129.
Government Contractors-Statement by Mr.
Melbourlle Tramways-Employes Overtime,
Wilkins ?"e payment of contractors, 134;
1297 ; Municipalities' Power to Purchase,
by Mr. Smith, 135; by Mr. Peacock, 135.
1715 ; 'Fares, 2195.
Government House-Question by Mr. Grose re
::\Ioorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendcost of improvements at Government Honse,
ment Bill (No. 1),42,).
2926.
Goyernment Printing-office-Motion by :Mr.
~loorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further AmendBeazley for return showing number of comment Bill (No.2), f).32, 1035, 1036, 104:1,
1O-!3,1044.
positors employed, agreed to, 1717; presented,
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
1717; grievances of employes <liscussed in
)1unicipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Committee of Supply, .'3409.
BilL 1805.
Covernment Roads Leasing Bill-Brought in
Municipal Unification, 1933.'
by Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 24G.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Governor of Victoria-Message from the LieuExpenditure Bill, 1286,1287, 1293.
tenant-Governor, transmitting copies of
,locuments relative to the Governor a.nd
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2123,2179, 21S0, 21S2,
2183, 2184, 218!), 22'24. 2233, 2234, 2267,
Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria, 270.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir George
2453,2454,2456,2471,2484.
Rydenham Clarke, K.C.M.G.)-Question
Parliament Librnry-Agreement with Comby .Mr. Murray ?'p' reception of His Excelmonwealth Government, 237, 3450; at
State House, 3450.
lency, 3156; motion by Mr. Peacock for
Patent-office Arrears, 2561, 3497.
arloption of address of loyalty and welcome
to His Excellency, 3304; debated, :{30f);
Pre-maternity Provisions of the Marriage
agreed to, 3305; announcement by :Mr.
Act, 872.
Printers lLnd Newspapers Act, 878.
Peacock re presentation of address, 3585;
Public Sen'ice -- Deduction for Quarters,
announcement by the '8peaker of presentation of address, and His Excellency's
870, ] 299; Case of Robert Fitzgerald, 1062;
~alaries of Junior ·Messengers, 3498.
reply, 3670.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Governor's Salary Further Reduction Act
1900-Message from Lieutenant-Governor,
Act FLU·ther Amendment Bill, 2071, 2074,
announcing proclamation of the Act, 417.
2081, 2082,2083.

GILLOTT,

J_EGlSLA'l'lVE ASSE:\IBLY.

MI'. GEORUE (.J..Yll7nllrk"h and Nathalia)
A uctioneel's' Licences-Reciprocity Vl'ith :New
Houth Wales, 292.
Benalla Arbitration Court, 2294.
Carriage of· Grain by the futil way Department,

GRAHAl\f,

:~J02.

Diseasell Stock, 2094.
]~llrack Estate, 121::i.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1075.
Licensing Act-Payments 10 Municipalities,
:371, 416, 1301.
Mr .. '1'. Prout Webb's Positions, 3499.
Parliament Builclings, Spring-street, 551.
Paspalum Dilatatll7n, 3490, ;{531.
]~ublic Works Loan Application Bill, 3810,
3819.
Sahtries of the Speaker and the Chairman
of Committees, 3436.
Vermin Destruction-Liability of Pastoral
Licensees, 164.
'Vines .Adulteration Act, 1117.
Grazing Areas Leasing Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Duggan, and read first time, ~34;
second reading moved by Mr. Duggan,
:384; Bill read second time and passed
through remaining stages, 385.
Mr. ,V. B. (Gresu:ick)
Acting Rail w'ays Oommissioner Bill, 3909.
Arlmnces to Local Bodies, 2497.
Alexandm Park Bill. 38>1::1, 3849, 3888.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2313.
Budget, 16H2.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,

GROSE,

:~249.

Chief Commissioner of Police, 3464.
Coal Mines. Bill, 188,).
Constitution Convention Bill, 2868.
COot of COIUDlonwealth Celpbrations, Government House Impro\-ements, and State
Parliament Buildings, 2926.
Cool Storage Arrangements, 395;).
Education Act .Amendment Bill, 2781.
Employment of Returned Soldiers, 3668.
Geological Surveys. 2096.
Losses Caused uy Storms, 2805.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1788, ] 843, 184-1-, 1845, 1846, 1870, 1890.
MI'. T. Prout Webb's positions, 3495.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
Old-ago Pensions, 245, 1811.
Olel-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
:3751.

Old-age Pensions Bill. 2104, 2115, 2260.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1637.
Puhlic Libraries and .Museums in Country
Districts, :H62.
.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3759.
Public Sel'\Tice Board, 3104.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3814..
Railway Depar-tment-Passes to Riflemen,
2096; Sunday 'York. 20!)6; Eye-sight Tests,
2880; Handling Grain, 3891.
Railway Loan Applic(~tion Bill, 3826.
·Railway Loan Bill, 3:-356.
Renewal of Licences under the Land Act,
1203.
Btate Forests. :~80·~, 3667; Creswick, 2920.
State Inebrictte Iustit ute, 1904, 2468, :3487.
State School Repairs, 3491.
C2

(35)

Mr. 'V. 13. (conti17'1l1'(l)-State School Teachers Bill, 2900.
Testing Batteries for Mining Dif;trict::;, 1296.
Unemployed-Registration in Country Dis·
tricts, 294; at Labour Bureau, 553.
Unused ]~oads Leasing Bill. 2391, 239!J.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3317.

GROSE,

Guubower, Representation of-Resigna1.ion of
Mr . .McColl announced. 16; issue of writ
for election of memuer in place of .Mr.
:McColl announced, 17; election of Mr.
John Cullen announced, 108; Mr. Cullen
introduced and sworn, 108.
GUlm, l\fr. 'VILLIAM, Minister of Public Instructiun (Geelo1tY)
Advances uncler the Mining Development
Acts, 1248.
Education Act-Amendments. 639; Cost of
Proposed New Scheme, 2672.
Ed ucatinn Act Amendment Bill, 273, 2300,
2514, :2676, 2679, 2681, 2684, 2704, 2710,
2716, 2717, 2718, 2750, 2755, 2737, 2758,
2764, 2766, 277], 2774, 2775, 2776, 2777,
2779, 2783, '2788, :3062, :i070, 3073, ~074,
3928.
Medals for State School Children, 297.
Melbourne University, 1525.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 10:17. lOt-Z.
Public Instruction- State ~chool Teachers
and Pupil Teachers, ~!=m; Tea:)hcrs' l'ensions, 412, 280:3; M~tnual Training and
Cookery Classl's in Country Schools, 1157 ;
Teachers of Manual Training, 1524; New
School at Appin, 3493; Tools for Manual
Training, 38&3.
Public Works Department-Delay in 'Work
for Education Department 764; Repairs to
State School Buildings, 1298, 3492
State School Teachers Bill, 1158, 2097,2309,
2514, 2897, 2898, 2809, 2900, 2903, 2904,
2906, 2907, 2908, 2909, 2910, 2911, 2913,
2914, 2!H5, 2920, 30:35: 30:39, 3051, 3052,
305:~, 30.34, 3059, 3060, :3061, 3123, 3125,
3930.
State Servant& in Private Employment, 3668.
Hackney Carriages Act Amendment Bill.Brought in by Mr. Bromley, anu ren.d first
time, 246.
Mr. 'WILLIAM (Benalla and YarmwOl1f7a}.-Introducecl and sworn, 73.
Exported Products Act 1898 AmendmEnt
Bill, 1068.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. 193..
\ V ant of Confidence in Millisters, 3007.

HALL,

Mr. A.LBERT (Gipp.,land Central)
Australian Squadron-Visits to Port Phillip,
875.
British Army Food Contracts, 495.
Butter Exports, 3243, 3886.
Director of Agriculture, 495, 3!i34.
Education Act Amendment Bill. 2772, 2774.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 31;';9.
Lands Department-~urvey Charges, 1062;
Classification in GippslallCl, 1064; Surrender of Selecten Lands, 1157; Upper
Neerim Crown Lands, 1714; .Fumina
Crown Lands, 3667.
Leather, 3534.

HARRIS,

(36)

INDEX.

Mr. ALBERT (continue£l)Mines De.partment-Cohen's Line of Loue,
'Walhalla, 292.3; Prospecting Vote, 3240;
Aid. for .Mineral Discoveries, 3887.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1845, 1846.
l[ossiface to Omeo Road, 2856.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1714.
:Municipal Subsidy, '493, 578, 579, 1l03,
3679.
){a,rrow-gauge Railway Lines, 2573.
Neerim K1ilway Extension, 1765.
Old-age J!ensions Bill, 2264, 2265, 2266,

HARRIS,

~2()7.

Paspalum Dilatatlt1n, 3252.
Hailway Lands Acquisition Act, 876.
t;a.vings Banks Loans - Alleged Illegal
Charges, 1063.
South Uhannel, l528.
I:-jtate Co-operation in Exporting, 3581.
~t[tte Schnol Teachers' Pension lUghts, 2805.
Steamer Freight Charges for Frozen Produce,
495.

Victorian Agricultural Products in England,
2B2/j,2927.

'Vltter Supply Loans Application Rill, 3350.
WhitHehl to :\Ialmikah Railway, 257:3.

"NIl'. JOSEPH (South Yarra)
Budget, Hi86.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3251.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3407.
Chief I::lecreta,ry's Estimates. 3461.
Constitution Convention Bill, 695, 2874.
Death of Mr. Stallghtoll, M. P., 114:3.
Eurack Estate, 1220.
Experimental Cultivation, ~5:32.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1138.
Government Botanist, 3452.
::\latTra Beet Sugar lhtctory, 3536.
:\lelbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 2649.
Melboul'ne Tramway Fares, 2205.
Minimum \Vage for Government Employes,

HARRIS,

2844.

Old-age Pensions Bill, 2120, 2137, 2181,
244~.

Pa.~pal1lm

Dilatatum, 325l.
Police Department, 1:327.
State Forests-Thinning, 352·!; Conservator,
:35Hl.
State Inebriate Institute, 3:n.
State School Teachers Bill, 2916.
Tobacco Industry, 3539.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3140,3640.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1830, 1975,
1980, 23:24, 2891.
'Veeds, :35:33.
,Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 460.
'Vomen's Suti"rage Bill, 2671.

Hawkers' Licences-Question by Mr. Kerr re
issue of hawkers' licences to Asiatins, 1713.
Ha,wthorn Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr. Barbour awl read first time, 799; motion by
Mr. Barbour that the Bill be treated as a
public Bill, agreed to, 1449; second reading moved by Mr. Barbour, 1449; Bill read
second time and passed through remaining
stages, 1500; returned from Legislative
Council with an amendment, 1868 ; a.mend111Cnt agreed with, 1868.

Health Public, Department of-Question by
:Mr. Prendergast 1'e analysis of foods and
chinks, 12H5; by Mr. Bennet.t, re proposal
to stop the lease of Mr. Searle, fellmonger,
3889.
HE~NESSY,

Mr D. V. (Carlton South)
Acting Rail ways Commissioncr Bill, 3908.
Alexandra Park Bill, :3843.
Budget, 155H.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, :3!H:3.
Factories and Shops Act-Special Boards,
3261.
Federa~ion Voters' Certificates, G36.
Lieutenant-Go\'erllor's Speech, 201.
Marriage Act Further Amendmellt Bill, 390.
Mell)onrne and Metropolitan Board of \Vorks
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Mineral De\'elopment, :316.
Municipal Unification, 1933.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,450.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1287,1288.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2008, 2474.
Police Protection in the .Metropolitan Area,
881.

Public Ser\Tice -Fortnightly Pa.yment of
~alaries and Wages, 1096; Reclassification,
] )38.

Public

~ervice

Acts Amendment Bill, 972,

:3780, m140.

Public \\ orks Loan Application Bill, 3815.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, :344; Carriage of \Vheat on N orthBastern and Goulburn Valley Lines, 4Hi;
Passes for Fnemployed, 503 ; Grain Traffic,
3610.
Railway Management, 3610.
:Railways I::ltanding Committee, 3447.
I::lavings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
39B, 411, :H8:~, 3187.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill,3914.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1987.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
314], :3841.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3709.
'Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2955.
'Varrnambool Land Bill, 2812.
Mr. G. F. (Warrenheip)
Bolwarrah 'Vater }{eserve, 371.
Compemll1tion to Land-owners at Bolwarrah,
2562.
Exported Products Act 1898 AmendmE'nt
Bill, 1137, 1189,1317.
Losses Caused by Storms, 2749.
Mining Development Acts, 636.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1789.
Railway Department-'Veighing Produce at
'Villiamstown, 243; 'Week-End Excursion
Fares, 2096; :station-masters as Postmasters, 2460.
Reclassification of Shires, 371. 492.
Reclassifi cation of Shires Bill, 6:~3.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2403.

HOLDE:\",

Holidaye.-Questiol1 by Mr. Cra.ven re Christmas
and New Year Holidays, 3667.

(37)
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House, Estate, and Financial Agrnts Licensing
Bill-Brought in by Mr. O'~eill, and read
first time, 246; second reading moved by
Mr. O'~eill, 12:32; debated, 12:33; negatived,
1244.
Income Tax Bill-:Motion by -;\11'. Peacock (in
Committee of 'Ways antI Means) fixing mtes
of income tax for the year ending 31st
December, agreecl to, :342!1-30; Bill brought
in by Mr. Peacock, ancl pa.ssed through all
stctges, :34;)0.
Income Tax Officers- Salaries of officers discussed in Committee of S\lpply, 349H.
Independent Order of Foresters-Question by
Mr. Argyle 1'e. life assurancp. business transacted by the Independent Order of
Foresters, 1295.
Inehriates, Treatment of~Stater':lent by Mr.
Murray re treatment of inebriates, 245;
motion by Mr. l\lUlT~y, affirming that
habitual drunke11l1l'ss should be regarded
as a disease, and that a ~tate Inebriate
Institute should be estahlished, 316 ; discussed, 323; agreed to, :331 ; question by
Mr. Grose 1'1'. intentions of (JO\'ernment,
1904; stcttement by )-[1'. l\iurra,y, 1904;
(lllCstion by 111'. Murray, 2161; subject
discussed on motion by Mr. Murray for
adjournment of the House, 2462 ; question
by Mr. Grose 1'e establishment of State
Inebriate Retreat, 3487 ; subject discussed,
3488.
Insolvency Bill-Received from Legislative
Council and re~d first time, L044.
II~VJ~1<~,

:\.Tr. 'V. H. (Lownn)

Accession of King Ed wan 1 VII., 18.
Assassination of President of the United
States, 1391.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2313.
Budget, 435, 1035, ] 425.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3247.
Business-Order pf, 26. 910,1044, 1849, 1850;
Private Members', 2977, 3707.
Case of Joseph Hall, 874.
Chief Secretary's Estimt),tes, 3437.
Coal Mines Bill, 42D.
Commonwealth Bills-Questions in State
Parliament, 268.
Constitution COllvention Bill, 275, 384, 656,
760, 841, 842,2577, 2588.
Death of Mr. Anderson, 7S.
Death of Queen Victoria, 18.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
608.
Dookie and Katamatite T~amway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1:37:~.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2514, 2693,
2699, 2767, 2773, 2774,2776,2777.
Eurack Estate, Ilti:~, 1203.
Exported ProcIncts Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1194, I] 9S.
Factories and ~hops Acts--Special Boc1.rds,
3254.
Factories and Shops Acto; Commission, 1907.
Hippsland East
Education Entlowment
Reserves Revocation Hill, 247,248 .
.Justices Act Amendment Bill, 275.
Libel on the King, 111, ):2J, ]22, 177;
Cablegram to Seeretl1l'Y of State for the
Colonies, 177, 2.15, 226, 227, 270, 271,
272, 273; Correspondence, 270, 271.
Libra1'y Committee, 229, 234.

IRVINI~, ~Ir.

'V. H. (continuerl)Lieutenant-Goveruor's Speech, 33,20-t
Mallee Tanks Act ]895 .Further Amendment
Bill, :311.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 386.
Management of the Railway Department,
797.
:\Jeat Supervision Act 1890 Amendment Bill,
::n99, 3212, 3218.
l\lining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1787, LS4:3, 1844, 1845, ] 84{i, 1847.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amen(lment Bill (N\). 2),953, 10:38.
Municipal Rating (Iulpro\Tements on 1.an(1)
Bill, 1809.
:Mr. Trenwith, 666.
Obedience to 8peaker's Rulings, 669.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 1717, Hl20, 21.'H, 22~1,
223:J, 2233, 2262, 2264, 2266, 217 J, 247S.
Old-age Pensions Further Pl'oyision Bill
(No.2), 1368.
Private Members' Business and
ant of
Confidence in ~linisters, 2977.
Public Service Acts Amemlment Bills, 971.
Reduction of Estimates of Expenditure, :-l4:·m,
M40,344l.
Reform of the State Parliament, 1941.
Registration of Births Deaths and lVlarriages
./\ ct Further Amendment Bill, 2071.
Restoration of Lapsed Bills, 248.
Salary of the Clerk of the Assemhly, 3440,
:3441.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill,410.
~lanclers on Factory Girls, 170.
State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 2534-.
Statuary at the Exhibition Building, 2608.
Supp!ementary Estimates, 20S.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1821, 231.'),
2326, 23:2H, 2335, 2:336, 2895.
Tramways Act ] 890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill,3145.
Unemployed, 248.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 960, 2392, 2394,
2398, 240:3.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1:379, 1717, 1721.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2928, 2980_
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2574, 32iO.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3714, :3717.

"T

1\11'. J. A. (Oven.~)
Constitution Convention Bill, 907.
Exported ProcluctsAct 1898 Amendment Bill,
1354, 1355, 1357.
Gold Buyers Licensing Rill, :~l HZ.
House Estate and Fin:1.lH:ial Agents LieclIsing Bill, 1240.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, :~!.).
Milling l)cvclopment Acts Amendment Bill,
1786, ]846.
Mossiface to 0111eo Road, 28tH.
Old-age Pensions, 17 IG.
Railway Candidates' Examinations, ::l43.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, :{9Z:1
State School Teachers Bill, :~!)35.
Track Cut! ing at Dargo, :~'24i5.
Vermin ])estl'lwLion liill, 172:5, 1n2.

ISAACS,

Juries - Question hy Mr. Prend3rgaHt 1'C
exemption of ,} ustices of the Peace from
serving on juries, :3494
Justice, Administration of - Statement hy Mr.
Bowser ?'e expense of bringing a cri'minal
back from New South 'Vales, 136; by ~lr.

(:~S)

INDEX.

Justice-Administration of (continued). A. A. Billson re case of Selina Blackmore,
]594:; by Mr. H R. 'Villiams re searching
miners for stolen gold. 1595; by Mr.
Keast re attendance of police magistrate at
Ferntree Gully Police Court, 1906; quest.ion
by llfr. Wilkins 1"e ilnprisonment of an aged
woman a,t Ballarat, 2037; by Mr. Boyd re
informations fot' perjury, 2364; by Mr.
Tontchel' re closing of Court-house at
Moyston, 2416; by Mr. H. R Williams re
Clarence Reef miners' searching case, 3489.
JURtices Act Amendmont Bill-Brought ill by
Sir Samuel Gillott, and read first time, 18 ;
second reading moven by Sir Samuel
Gillott, 275; debated, 275-';; agreed to,
277; Bill considered ill cODllnittee, 315,
:~48; third reading, 355
Justices La,w Further Amendment BillRecei ved from Legislative Council, and read
first time, W62; Bill discharged from
paper, :)8;">1.
Justices of the Pt}ace-Statemellt by Mr.
O'N eill in Committee of !Supply Te providing honorary justices with a distillcti,-e
badge, ::1497. (~ee Ju,·ies.)
.
Mr. \-V. S. (D(/ndenong and Benci('k)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, :3911.
Appointment of ~lr. Morrison, P.M., las
Under-Secretary, 1202.
Budget, 14-94
Clerks of C:>urts. 6::14.
Eurack Estate, ]269.
Factorics and Shops Acts-Special BoanIs,
:1255.
Fel'lltree Gully Police Comt, 1906.
Lientenant-Governor's ~peech, 58.
Local Government Acts Further Amen(Iment
Bill, 4:3:3.
Mallee Tanks Act, 1895 Further Amendmcnt
Hill,3H.
M~~t ~upel'visi()n Act- Destruction of Cal \'es,
.... ,I.
Old.age Pensions Bill, 2474.
Police Holidays and O\rertime Pay, 29,).
gailway Department·- Line Repairel's, 29.) ;
j)iscbarge of Employes at Newport
OJ'kshops, ~96; Gcmbrook Hailway Rates,
] :290.
Trade Con pons Abolition Bill, 18:n.

KJ·;AST,'

,V

)11'. H. P. (Gippsland NOl'th).-Iutroduced and SWOl'n, lOS.
.Acting Railways Commisf'lioner Bill, 3910.
Ad vances to Local Bodies, 2498.
Budget, 1490.
Hush Fires ana Ra,il way Engine Sparks, 3250.
Constitution COlwentiou Bill, 584.
Education Ad Amendment Bill. :~()(i9.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendmellt Bill, 3943.
Eurack Esta.te, 1211.
Experimental Cultivation, 35.n.
Exporterl Products Acts 1898 Amcndment
Bill, 1:362.
Factories ~Llld Shops Acts -Specia'! Board!!,
2408.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3G99.
Heyfield Fire Cases, 373.
Leather, :~5:15.
.:IIeat Freczing Accommodation, 3581.

KEOGH,

Mr. H. P. (con/iIl1ICrl) -Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,

KEOGH,

320G.

Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1788.
Mossiface to Omeo Roatl, 2S52.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 452.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1:286.
Old age Pensiolls Bill, 2110, 2120, 2:383.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill
(No.2), 1::171.
Overtimo ill Lands Department, 494.
Payment of Public t'ervants, 1102.
Police Department, U:16.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment

Bill, ]2.n.
Railway Management, 3G03.
Reclassification of ~hires Bill, 2927, 224il.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Fuether Amendment Bill, 2078.
Savings Rallks' Acts I'urther Amendment
Bill, :199.
Sports Betting f'uppression Bill, ::!H8.
~tate School Teachers Bill. 2901, 3936.
Unused Ro~ds Leasing Bill, 960, 2:388, 2394.
Vermin Destruction Hill, 1731.
"\Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2989.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3il49_
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 460, 464, 184:8,
1849.
"\Vomen's Suffrage Bill 2664.
Mr. D.\'vID (G1'(ml'ille)
Ad \'ances under the . ~lilling De\'elopment
Act, 1158.
Education Act Amentlment Bill, 2681, 2710,
2713.
Issue of Hawkers' Licences to Asiatics, 1713.
Mincrs' Railway Tickets, 1:~()], L86i).
Mining Deyelopment Acts Amendment 13ill,
lS4] .
Old-age Pensions-Deaths of Pensioners, 8i7 .
Ohl-age PeuElions Bill, 2]8G.
Ra.il WH,YS Constructerl anci Compensation Paid
fol' Land sinee ] i-m:~, lI9n.
Railway Officers' and J~lIlployt-s' Increments,

KEI{R,

:~632.

State School Teachel's Bill, 2914.
Trade (~onpons Abolition Eill, 182(-l.
U llused Roads Lensing Bill, 2:390, 240C.
King Edward YII., His Majesty-Adoption of
address to King Edward VII., congratulating His Majesty on his accession to
the Thl'olle~ 17, ]8; acknowledgment of
addresR, 270; statement l)y Mr. Pea,coek 1'e a seditiol!s lihel 011 the King',
puhlished hy the 'l'ocsin newspaper,
priutell and published by Mr. R FindIe~T,
M.L.A., 108; hy Me. Findley, 110;
motion by Mr. Peacock that the honol'able member was guilty of disloya1t.y to
His Majesty, and ha.d •. c:lmmitt'ed an
act discreditable to the honour of Parliamcnt," and that he, therefore, be exnelled the House, Ill; discusqed by Mr.
Irvine, III ; Mr. Bent, 112; 1\101'. Murray,
112; amendment moved by ~.rl'. Wa,rdethnt
all the words after" be " be omitted, with
a view of substituting the words "suspended from the service of the House fol'"
the remainder of the session,' ] 14

LEGISLATIVE ASSE:\rBL Y.

lting Edward VII., His Majesty (continned)seconded by Mr. Bromley, 114; discussed
hy Dr. Maloney, 114 ; Mr. Duffy, 117;
Mr. McKenzie, 118; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 119; Mr. TrenlVith, 120; Mr.
Smith, 121; Mr. Irvine, 121 ; Mr. Peacock,
122; Mr. Bent, 122; expllmation hy Mr.
Findley. 123; statement hy Mr. Peacock,
l24; discussion continued by Mr. Prendergast, 124:; Mr .•r. W. Bilbon, ] 'l6; Mr.
Murray, 127; :Mr. Tucker. 1:~0; Mr.
McLeod, l31 ; 1\11'. Sangster, 132; Mr. Smith,
132; Lt. -Col. Reay, 133 ; amendment negatived by 64 votes to 17, 134; Mr. Peacock's motion agl'eed to, 134 ; questions
hy Mr. Irvine re cablegram to Secretary
of State for the Colonies, 177. 225;
statement by Mr. Bromley, 226: by Mr.
Peacock, 220; by Mr. Gillies,' 2'27 ;
question by Mr. Bromley re sttttement of
Premier to the press in connexion with expulsion of Mr. Findley, and also statement
by Mr. F. W. Holst, 243; by Mr. Bent re
punishment of writer of the article complained of, 245; correspondence with
Secretary of State for the Colonies ?'e the
Tocsin case laid on the table, 270; statement by M1', Irvine, 271 ; by Mr. Peacock,
'272; questions by Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland) re prosecution of persons responsible for publication of the libel in the
Tocsin newspaper, 298; statement by Mr.
Ewell Cameron (Portland), 334; by Mr.
Mackinnon, 335; by Dr. Maloney, 3:37 ;
question by Mr. Stanghton, fi54; statement by Mr. Murray rl' alleged libel in
rphe Age newsp:lper, 554; by Mr. Brown 1"(!the King's coronation, 3D57. (See Allegiance,
Vath oj.)
KmTO~, )11'.

J. "\V. (Ballamt West)
Brown Coal Industry in Europe, 4[14.
Budget, ] 544.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3!l';, 3187.
Case of John Madden, 549.
Constitution Convention Bill, [102.
Eight Hours System in the Rail \Yay Department, 434, 435, 799, 3674, 3677.
Old-age Pensions Rill, ] 9!J6, 201-0, 2134, 2213,
2218, 2237, 2238, 2243, 2252, 2259, 2368,
23i3,2421.
Opening of Public Library, Museum, and
National Gallery on Sundays, ]634.
l")arliamentary and Han.~ard Staffs, 2500.
Personal Explanations, 2040, 3487.
Police Department, 1329.
Railway Department-Signalmen and Shunters, 342 ; )1:;.xamination of Candidt~tes, 771 ;
Commonwealth Festivities, Overtime Pay.
7!)9 ; Miners' Tickets, 1304 ; Increments,

(39)

Lancl Laws Consolidation Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Duggan, and read first time, 273 ; Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down
and resoln tion for an appropriation adopted,
18lI-12; second reading moved by Mr.
Duggan, 1812; debated, 1813; nill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, 181·!; returned from Legisla.Live
Council with amendments, 2312; amendments agl'eed with, 2312; amendments
recommendecl by Lieutenant-Go\'ernor's
message, agreed to, 2923.
Land Tax Act - Subject of land classification
under L:1.ud T.LX Act discussed in Commit. tee of Supply, 3507.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bailes, and read first
time, 246.
Lands Department-Question by :Mr. ~rcKem:ie
?'e fees under the Land Act, 169; by Mr.
Vale ?'e sale of dead timber on Mount
Warrenheip, IG9; by Mr. Langdon rc
appeals agctinst cb,ssification of mallee
lauds, 242: 1248; ?'e delays in transacting
husiness in the department. 412 ; by Mr.
Lawson ?'e payment of licence fees on
residential areas, 414; hy Mr. Keogh re
overtime in the department, 494; by Mr.
Langdon re administration of department,
494; by Mr. A. Harris ?'e land survey
charges, 1062; re classification of land in
Gippsland, ] 064; ?'e surrender of selected
lands, 1]57 ; by Mr. Grose ?'e renewal of
licences, 1203; by Mr. Metll\-en ?'e clearing
scrub land for settlement for dairying purposes, 1424; by Mr. A. Harris ?'e introduction of Bill Jealing with Crown lands at
Fumina and Toorollga, 1714; by Mr.
Smith (for Mr. 'Varde) ?'e arrears of rent
on leases and licences, ] 766; IJY Mr.
Fotheringham ?'e leasing of cxplosives resen'e at Truganina, 1766; by Mr. Langdon
?'e land selection ttt BOI'Ullg, 2:16:~ ; hy Mr.
Holden re compensation to occupiers of land
reserved for water supply purposes at
Bolwarrah, 2362; by Mr. A. A. Hillson re
eradication o'f ~t, John's wort weed on
Crown lands, 274!); by Mr. Duffy ?'e case
of Thomas Duncan, Crown lands bailiff,
3505; by Mr. Sangster ?'e repairs to roads
within the sand ground at Port Melbourne,
3523; by Mr. Prendergast ?'e chainmen's
wages, 3524; by Mr. A Harris ?'e surveys
of Crown lanels at lfumina, 3GG7.
Lands, Purchase of, for Closer ~ettlement
Question by Mr. Prendergast "e purchase
of .l\Iemsie Estate for closer settlement, 767 ;
by Mr. Bailes (for Mr. Keast) re further
purchase of pl'opertiefl for clm'er settlement,
1062. (See Euracl.; E.~tat(:..)

:~632.

Railway Management, 3580.
Fnemployed, 253; Railway Passes, 555,1364,
fjli6.

Want of Confidence in Millisters, 2948.
Lahour Bureau. (See Unemploye.d, The.)
Labour Colony.
(See Leongatha Labour
Colony.)
Lady Loch, S.S.-Statement by Mr. Ramsay in
Committee of Supply re wages of crew of
Goyel'lunent steam-er Lady Loch, 3525.

Mr. THOllUS (KorollU)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, :i9l3.
Accident to Mr. Chirnside, M.P., 1203.
Appropriation Bill, 2636, a639.
Boring for Gold, 352!l.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Spa.rks, 3250.
Death of Mr. Staughton, M.P., 1143.
Director of Agriculture, 681, 732.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2691, 2692,
2694,27G9.
Eurack Estate. 1249.
Game Act Am~'lIdment Bill, 3151.

L..lNGDO'N,

(40)

INDEX.

LA~GDOX,

Mr. Tno;u.\S {continued)Handling Grain in Bulk, 204, 246, 294, 296,
:~74, 4!)5.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1813.
Lands Department-Delays in issuing Official
Documents, 412; Administration, 494;
Selection at Borung, 2363.
Mn.llcc LmHI-Boarus, 242; Classification,
1248.
Mallee 'Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, :H3.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Representation of
Prodncillg Interests, 32.
Mr. Ma.thieson's Visit to Europe and America,
294.
New School at Appin, 3493.
Old ·age Pensions liill, 2121.
PaSpalll1n Dilatatl£m, 3253, :H89.
Pental Island Leases, 297, 3511.
Printing Committee's Report, :~888.
Railway Depal'tment-Loca.l Rates on Grain,
:H6, 57!); Regrading Lines, 549; Miners'
Tickets, 1304; School Excursion Trains,
136fi; }i~l1Iployment of Retu·rned Soldiers,
2:~65; Carriage of Grain, 3504; Engine.
driver's and Firemen's Holidays, 3668;
Demurrage Charges, 3890.
Sta.te Parliament House-Unhealthy Condition of the Building, 1198; Supply of Provincial Newspapers, G9.
Rtate School Teach~rs Bill, 2097,2914.
Unemployed, 253.
Vvater Supply-Lake Lonsdale Reservoir,
369, 411; Diversion of Water from the
Murraya,nd Goulburn Hivers, 920, 2748;
Expenditure Recoups, 1206.
Wl1ter Supply Loans Application Bill, 3330,
3351.

Mr. H. S. 'V. (Castlemaine)
Cancellation of Old-age Pensions, 1202.
}~urack EBtate, 1207.
Expedition Pass Heservoir, 3667.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
. Bill, 1180.
Geological Survey Branch of 11ines Department, 1424.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3108.
Lieutenant-Govel'llor's Speech, 199.
~Ia,rriage Act Further Amendment Rill, 38i,
47l.
)Iinimum W" age in Public Con tracts, 372.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1838.
)'lunicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure 11 ill, 1285, 1288.
Payment of Pllhlic Servants, 1100.
Pu blic and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1230.
Public Instruction-Teachers' Pensions, 411 ;
Tools for Manual Training, 3885.
Public 'Vorks Loan Application Bill, 3810.
Railway Department-Employes' vVages, 163;
Castle maine Station, 16:~, 877; Relaying
lines in Castlemaillc District, 412; A pplicant's Medical :Fees, 11;>7 ; Miner's Tickets,
1:305.
Residences on A uriferous Lands, 414.
Water Supply Loans Applicat.ion Bill, 3333.
Water Supply to Gnildford and Yapeen, 167.

LAwsox,

)11'. D. B. (Sandh1Irst)
Auriferous Area in the 'Vhipstick, 2803.
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2413.

LAZARUS,

Mr. D. B. (continlled)Belllligo La.nd Sale Bill, 2314.
Constituiioll Convention Hill, 745.
Education Ad Amendment Bill, 2763.
Era Graders, ::n03.
Eye-sight Tesls in the Hail way Department,.
28io.
Gold Bnyel's Licensing Bill, 3105, 3112,3121,.
:3122, 3Li7, :n.j!).
Government Deep Shaft at Ellesmere, 2924,
2925.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 130;>.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
Ii73.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2102, 2:2IR, 2225.
Private Members' Bn~iness, :3308.
Puhlic 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3804,
380.).
Railway Officers an(l Employes Retiring Bill,
3830.
Railway ~chool Excursions, 146;), 1765.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, :~!)2:~.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2884-.
Watet" Supply Loans A pplication Bill, ::l32!l.
vVines Arlulteration Act, 1106, 1119, 11:29,
l:2!J4, ]!)4U.

LAZARGS,

Leader Newspaper. (See L£ellte1/al/.f-(/0I.'erllor.)

Leather Iwlustry-Suhject of export of leather·
discussed in COll1mittee of Supply, 3"):~4~
35:~6.

Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Fink, and read first time, 248.
LegislatiYc Assembly Chamber -Question by
Mr. Bent re snpplying Melllbers with clipl:>
to file Bills allll papers, ]!)08; by Mr. Prendergast, 39;)8; statement by the Speaker,
:3958.
Legislatiye .Assemhly Elections (Voting) Bill
-Brought in by 1\,[1' Trenwith, and read
first time, 300; Bill tlischarged from paper,
321B.
Leongatha, J~ab(lur Colony-Question by Mr.
Keast (for Mr. Nichols) re making available for closer settlement the land now
comprised ill the Leongatha LabourColony,
2631 ; by Sir .John McIntyre re propose!l
changes ill connexion with the Labour
Colony, :3955, :3957.

Mr. J. F. (Barw(ln)
Ad vances to Local Bodies, 2487.
Budget. 16;}9.
Bush Fires and Railwa.y Engine Sparks,
3250.
Case of 'Valter Reynol(ls, 34H).
Education Act Amendment Bill, 277G, 2780,
Eurack El:>tate, 1265. .
Exported Products Act ]898 Amendment
Bill, 1081, 1192, 1307, ]308. 1316.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
325(t
Game Act, 3238.
Government Botanist. 34.32, 3454.
Justices Act Amending Bill, 277, 349, 3iiO,

LEVIEX,

351.

Library Committee, 230.
2781. 2785, 3071.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill. 2387.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bil ~
1754, 1925, 2500, 2593, 2595, 2597, 2GOO,
3217.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1785.

IJEGISLAT1VE ASSE.1fBLY.
LEVIEX,

Mr .•J. F. (contillued)-

Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 953, 10:39.
Municipal U lIification, 19:32.
~1:ul1icipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 446
:Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Bxpenditure Bill, 1284, 12R7, 1291.
Old.age Pensions Bill, 2124, 2130, 2186, 2~23,
2236.
Opening of Public Library, Musemns, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 16:36.
Paspalnm Dilatat~lm, :~250.
Payment of Puhlic Servants, llOI.
Post-office Employes, 344.
Private lVlembers' Business, 142u, 3707.
Railway Department-Examination of Can(Ii dates, :-344; Miners' Tickets, 130:3;
·W orkmen's Tickets, 360 l.
Railway Management, 3600.
Reform of the State Parliament, I fl44.
Registration of lHrths Deaths and ::\Iardages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2076, 20S2.
Sala,ries of the Speaker amI the Chairman of
Committees, 34,:31.
Savings Banks Acts Furthel' Amendment
Bill, 3178.
Sparrow J:>est, ] 2!)7.
State Parliamellt Bnilclings-HeaJing, 29S.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1!)79, 198i,
2:3:30.
Trusts Act Amendment Rill, :3710.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2388, 2389,2:391,
2:·l!);3. 2:3n-:l:, 2397, 2404.
Vermin ])estrllction Bill, ] 72~, 17:32, 1744.
'Water Supply Loans Application Bill, :33:33,
3~52.

Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 4("\2.
Willes Adulteration Act, 1127.
Libel on the King. (~ee Kin!/ EdICa/'d VII.)
Library Committee-Appointed, 227-241.
Licensing Ad-Question by Mr. Graham re
amendment of Act with respect to pa.yment
to lllullieipalitics of an equivalent of licellcefees and pena.lties, :371; motion by ~Ir.
l\,{ethyen lfol' Mr. Gmhalll} fo\' return re
amounts paid to IUtlllicipalities a.s a.n
equiva.lent of licence-fees and pemtlties,
agreed to, 416; llIotion by :;Hr. Graha.m for
return (in lieu of l'etul'll previously ordered)
of money pai(l to lllllllicip[Llities in the
year 1899 as e<luintlont for licence-fees aJl(l
a,mount of pena.lties collected, agreed to,
] 301; presented, ] 301; question hy 1\11'.
Bailes 're "tied" houses, 1fl89; by 1\[ r.
(launsoll 1·e arbitratioll court n.t Benalla
in connexion with e10sillg of licensed
houses, 2294; hy ~rr. BCllllett I'e amendment of Act, :32:m.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill-llroughtin by
M r. O'Neill, and read first time, 5iD; statement by Mr. O'Neill, 2;386; Bill tlischal'ged
from paper, 3707.
Licensing Coul'ts-Question by Mr. Bennett re
non-attendance of jndges and police mn.gistrates at Licensing Courts, 1862.
Lieutenn.nt - Governor, His .b;xcellency the
(Honorable Sir John Madelen, K.C.:\1.G. )-Motion by ~Ir. W. H. Williams for adoption of address in reply to His Excellency's
speech on opening the Kession, IS ; s8tonded
by ~Ir. ~ichols, 22; (Ie bate adjoul'lletl, 23;
resumed by ~lr. Irvine, :~3.; continued by

(41 ).

Lieutenant-Governor. His Excellency the (the
Honorable Sir J 01111 ~ladden, K. C.l\l. (i.)
cOlllillued-

,fl'. Peacock, 37 ; Mr. Downward, 3!); Mr.

McKenzie, 42; Mr. K D. Williams, 49;
Prendergast, 52; Mr. Keast, l)8 ; Dr.
Maloney, 60; Lt.-Col. Reay, 6:{ ; Mr. Ramsay,
61,); Mr. Bennett, 68; :Mr. Vale, 7:3; Mr.
O'Neill, 77,178; Mr Ewen Cameron (Portlaud), 183 ; Mr. Barbour, 188 ; Mr Bowser,.
190; lfr. Hall. ]93; Mr. Methven. 195; :\11'.
Lawson, HW; Mr. Hennessy, 201; Mr. Mackinnon, 202; address adopted, 203; His
Excellency'S reply, 270; statement hy Mr.
PrelHlergast 1'e article in the Leadf..1' newspaper criticising His Excellenl'y, a3!J ; question hy Dr. ~lalone.v 1'e salary of
Lieutenant-Governor, ;~72; motion by Dr.
Maloney conrlemning lihe receipt by
Lieutenant·Governor of two separate
salaries for holding two sepn.rate offices,
and affirming that the present Lieutenant·
Governor should be appointed Governor of
the State of Victoria, lUI8; discussed,
1620; withdrawn, 1621.
Life Assurance Companies-Question by ~Ir.
~fethven rp. proposal forms issued by proprietary life aSSl1mnce companies, 1156.
Local Government Act 1890 Amendment BillJ3rought in by ~Il'. Bent, and read first time,
247.
Local Government Acts Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Dr. Maloney (for Mr.
Downward), ana reall first time, 246;
second reading moyed by Mr. Downward,
433; order of da.y for second reading discharged, 4M.
Local Government Commission-Question by
)[1'. Methven re meetings of commission
and resignation of certain members, 213.
Lunatic Asylums-Question by Mr. Bennett
re an inquiry into the working of lunatic
asylums, 492; hy 1\11'. A. A. Hillson re
examinations for the attendants, Hi93; by
::\1 r. Duffy ,'e rcports on proposed reforms
in cOllnexion Wilh lunatic nsylums, a104;
motion by l\i r. Duffy that the report of the
~laster in Lunacy be laid before the House,
agreed to, 3:3!:);~.
)11'

~IcARTHl7H.,

)\11'. C.UIPllELL (Villier8
Heytcslmry)
li'acto1'ies and ~hops Acts, 722.
Yennin Destruction Bill, 17:33.

aJl(l

)IcBRIDE, ::\rr. PETER (Kara Kam)
Acoustic J:>roperties of Assembly Chamber,
415.
Acting Railways Commissioner, 359;).
Cost of Fertilizers, 762.
Old-age Pensions Hill, 2124:, 2130, 2179,
2373.
Public Senice Acts Amendment Bill, 984.
Railway:Managel1lent, :35f15.
\Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3352.
::\[a.cdonald, Sir Hector-Question by Sir John
~fcIntyre
1'e reception of Sir Hector
::\facdonald, 1864; sta.tements. hy the
Speaker, 1906; by :\Ir. Peacock, 194ti; by
the Speaker, 1974, 20:n
::\IcDonogh, T. F.-Question by Mr. Duffy re
case of T. F. :NlcDollOgh. survivor of the
Burke amI Wills Expodition, 6:~5.
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IXDEX.

MCGR}~GOR,

Mr. ROBERT (Ballarat Ea8t),
Minister without Office.
Trade Coupons Abolition Rill, 3:{4, 18] 4,
llli5, 1976, 1984, 2322, 2326, 2337, 2884,
2892,2895.

l\:IdXEl{~EY,

Dr. T. P. (Delatite)
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
:i25J.
Coal ~1i nes Rill, ] SS4, 1886. ] SS9.
Constitl1tion Convcntion Bill, 801.
Dookie <111(1 Kat.amatit.e Tramway Act ] 891',
Amelldment Bill, 1375.
Edueation Act Amendment Bill, 2.'513, 21'0;3,
2iHi. 271i, 2751, 2i53, 2i5G, 2ii4, 2778,
30iO.
Electric Light and Power Act HJOO Amendl11ClIt Iiill, 3042. 3H-!3 ..
}~Ul'ack Estate, 1210, ] 273.
Exported Products Act lR08 Amendment
Hill. 11ii, 1197, ]3.36. ]:{57. ]:~64, 1363.
'GoM Buyers Lic{~nsing Bill, 3159.
.•Jnstiecrs Act Amendment Bill, 316,348.
)lal'ille Act Further Amendment Bill, 181'2,
3\t37.
:Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469,
471.
Meat SupelTision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1748, 1924. :i20.), :3218.
::\felhourne Tramway Fares, 2:201.
)'Iillillg ])evclopment Acts Amcnument Bill,
]839, ]84;''),1846.
::\fnnicipal Unification, 1932.
Old-age Pensi"ns Bill, 2060, 21:)9, 2140,
2141, 2142, 22:iij, 2236, 226], 2433.
Payment of Public.Sel'v'1lJts, 1097.
Pu hlic Serviee Acts Amcndment Bill, 074,
3770, 3784, 3939.
Hahbit Extermination in Mansfield Shire.
]421.
Railway DepaJ'tllJeut Examinations, i78
Hegistl'uti nll of Births Deaths and Marriages
.Ad Furthet' Amendment Bill, 2072, 2081.
~'aYillgs Hanks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
:~!ll, :in2, 3nS, 410, 3]33, :i 168.
State School 'l'en.clwrs Bill, 3931.
Tratle Coupons Abolition Bill, 19i5, ]976,
'197S, IDSG, 2329,. 2330, 2335, 2336, 2:337,
28fH.i.
.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1:~85, 1736,1743.
'Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2!J68,
2985.
'Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 1201, 2574.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3319,
3!)51.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 454, 463, 464,
465, ] 847, J 848.
'Vines Ad.ulteration Act, 1125.

1\fcINTYRE, SIR JOHN (Maldan)
Acting Commissioner of Railways, 3546,
:3.>47.
Reu(ligo Gold J l1bilee Exhibition, 2412, 2344.
Budgct, 1496.
Case of Rohcrt Fit.zgerald, 1062.
CaRc of Walter Reynolds. :374, 2866.
Chief tlecl'etal'Y's Estimates, 3433.
Close of the ~ession, 3948.
(~onstij;ution Convention Hill. 496. 680.
Death of Mr. Staughtop, M.P., ]]4:~.
Death of the HOll. J. A. Wallace, 2087.
Despatch of BusinesR, 3888.
Destruetion of Food at \Villiamstown, 136,
341.

McINTYRE, Sir JOHN (cantinued)Educat ion Act Amendment Bill, 21'10, 2759.
Employers and l~mployes Aet (Part 3)
Further Continuation Hill, 3;~:21.
Ellrack Estate, ] 205.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 176.
Exported Prochwts Act 1898 Amendment Rill,
1347.
Eye-sight Tests in the Railway Department,
287i.
Fa,etories and Shops Act, Special Boards,
2410,32133.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 31Oi, :n08, 3112,
3llS.
Inier·State Commission Bill, 2138.
Leongatha Lahour Colony, ~953, 39;)1'.
Libel on the King. Il6.
Library Committee, 235.
Meat SuperYisioIl Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2539.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2206.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1837, 1843, 1845, 1846, 1869.
Mining Leases at Marong, 2!)9, 420.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 450.
1fuuicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill. 1282.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2097, 2126, 2181,2254,
2386,2435.
Parliament Buildings, Spring street, 3i48-Agreement with Commonwealth GOyerIlment, 548.
Payment of Public Servants, 1096.
Private l\1embers' Business, 3310.
Property Acq uisition -Hill-Conference of
Premiers, 2803.
Public ~crvice Acts Amendment Bill, 3765,
3782.
Railway :Management, 799.
Railways Commissioner-Proposed Appointment of Mr. Kirkcaldie, :3749.
Registration of Births Deat.hs and Marriages
Act Further Amendmeut Bill, 208:3.
Sir Hector l\Iacdonaltl, 1864.
Springmle Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3914.
.
State Inebriate Institute, 3488.
State School Teachers Bill, 2907, 3040, 3030,
3932,3948.
Stock Tax, 880.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2804, 2803.
Tra,de Coupous Abolition Bill, 1947.
.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment BIll,
2341, 254!.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2!'lil.
Wines Adulteratioll Act, 1118, ] 97:~.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3712, 3il4, 3718.
McKENZIE, Mr. M. K. (Anglesey)
Acting Railways Comtuissioner P.ill, 3804,
3910.
Ad vanccs to Local Boflies) 2492, 2494.
Budget,1496, ]497, 15:31.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks, 3249.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3124.
Clo::e of the Session. 3949.
Uoal Mines Bill, 3800.
Constitution Convention Bill, 506, 60':;, 286i.
Death of Mr StlJughton, M.P., 1142.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, l\I.L.C.,
2086.

LEGISLATIVE

Mr. 1\1. K. (co71tinne(l)Education Act Amendment Bill, 2681, 2G82,
2708, 2712, 2071, H92H.
Electoral Registrars, 3455.
Employment of R,eturned Victorian Soldiers,
OS].
Erection and Renoyation of State Schools.,
3526.
Eurack Estate, ]221.
Exported Pl'o(lncts Act ] 89R Amendment
Bill, 1165, 1188, 1190, 1197. 1309, l:~ll.
Factories 11.1Hl I:)hops Act, Special Boar(ls,
32;',5, 3262.
Forrest to Bal'rn.1llunga Railway Extension,

.McKEXZIE,

2!l:1

Further Australian Contingellt for South
Africa, :31m·!'
name Act Amendment Bill, 31;)2.
Hold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3111, :3121, 31an •.
3160.
(·h·azing Area Leases Bill. 38.').
•r ustices Act AmendmeJlt BilL 334, :~53.
Land Clas>'ific[ttioll. 350i, 3{)Ofl.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 181:3.
Land Licence-fees, 169.
l .. ihel on the King. 118.
Library COllll11ittee, 239.
Lieutenant-Go\'el'llor's Speech, 42.
1\Jallee Tanks Act 1805 Further Amendmellt
Bill. 214.
Meat Supen'ision Act 1900 Amonclment Bill,
174S, 17.)4, 2;)39, 3211, :,:213, :394:4-.
)ledlL]s for State Rchool Children, 242.
:!\lelbou me and ~[etl'opolit:m Board of \Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, :{!')4fl.
.Melhoul'llc Sc1.ilors' Home Bill, 2826, :3131.
:l\Ielboul'l1e Tramway Fares, 2Hm.
Mining De\'eloplllcnt Acts Amendment Bill,
1775, 1778.
:\foorpallyal Land Act 18fJ7 FUl'tllel' Amendment Bill (No.2), lO:iH.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 28.'):3.
~lr. T. Prout '" eblJ's Po,itions, :H9fJ.
1\lunicipalities Commonwcalth Celebrations
Ex pend i ture Bill, ] 2SfJ. 12!H.
:\[unicipn.l Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 179S.
·.old-age Pensions Hill, 202], 2114,' 2l15, 2lj3,
2237, 23G8, 2370, 245;)
·Opening of Puhlic Lihmry, ~Insellms, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1625, 3456.
Pi1l'liament Library-Agreement with Commonwealth Uo\'el'l1ment, 23lJ.
Penal System, 1990.
Police Department. 1327, 1330.
Puhlie Sen ice Acts Amendment Bill, 3765,
:3787, 3788, 3789, :3794.
Queenscliff Lana Resumption Bill, 2538.
Railway Dcpartment- Sunday Trains, 31;
Bxamination of Candidates :34:3, 775; Case
of J. Cameron, 22!')8; Sheep and Cattle
·~rrucks. 2367; N anow-gauge Lines, 2568 ;
Byesight Tests, 2878; Carric:tge of Grain ..
:~303 ; I )ifferential Hates 3603; Burning-off
in Railwa.y Reserves, 3669; Eight Hours
System, aU77; DemurrRge Charges, 3891.
Railway Management, 798, 3603.
Reclassification of Shires Bill, 2lGS.
Registration of Births Deaths all(l Marriages
Act Further Amel1<lment Bill, :W7:1, 208:3.
Sala.ries of th0 Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees. ::U:32.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amel1l1ment
Bill, 39.), 407, 3H)7, 3174, :HSS.

ASSE~[13LY.
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McKE~zrE,

Mr. M. K. (cOJltill1lccl)Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3918.
Sta.mling Committees, 242.
State Inebriate Institute. 327.
State School Teachers Bill, 2908, 3043, 3049,
3!')33.
Surplus }{eyenue Bill, ::l:if)(J.
Tenders for Cutting Tracks. HlfJ].
Tohacco Industry, ;l;j~7, 23:38.
Trade COUpOllS Aholition Rill, 2:3:J:3, 2:33G,
2S88 ..
TmU1ways Act 1800 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, a140, :3148.
Trusts Act Amendment Rill, :~7n~, 3710.
"Cnused Roads Leasing Bill, 2:mu, 239~l, 2396,
2401.
Vegetation Diseases Act lS!)U Amen<lmellt
Bill. 2M2, 25-/.4.
Vermin Destructioll, :3510.
Ye1'l11in Destruction Act Prosecutions, ] 7W.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 17 HI, li2.t., 1727,
17~~.), 1742, J 74:~ .
Want of Confidence in Ministel's, 2!')62.
\\~{l,rrmim"ool Land Bill. 2814.
\OVilll Dogs Destl'llction Bill, 4[)6, 184S, 1849.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1126.
\VOlnen's ~ufrrage Hill, 3714, :i71S.
Whitfield to Malmikah Railway, 2;;G8.

}IcKinlcy. President -AssassinatiOiI of.
(J/I,I[ccZ State8, Pr('si(lcllt of)

(f-ice

MAClnx:-;ox, ~Ir. DO~_\LD (PmhJ'(/n)

Budget. 1641.
Cast: of Walter Reynolds, :3408 .
Ca-.;e of .J. Cameron :32-H·.
Charitahle Institutions, :~[)o1.
Constitution Conycntion Bill, G15. 287.').
E(Lucation Act Arnenclment Bill, 27] 1,2717,
2760. :!774, 271' 1, 2'S2.
EiectoralRegistmrs, 34·;);1.
Employment of Heturned Victorian ~oldiers,
768.
Eurack Estn.te, 1223.
Factories aUll Shops Ac:s-~pe(~ial Boal'lls,
1867.
Govel'llmellt Printing-oHice, 3,")00.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :i 1Oli, :~ 107, 3120.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 35·~.
I,and Laws Consolida,tion Bill, lS14-.
Lands Department Contingencies, :3.")06.
Libel on the King, 336.
Lielltel1aut-novel'lIo1"s Speech. 202.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 312:3.
Meat Supcl'Yisioll Act l!)OO Amendment Bill,
2;")89, :3:!13, 2nJii.
MelbourlIe Saitol',,' Home Bill, 2829.
Melboul'lle Tramway Fares, 2189
-;\11'. T. Prout \Vehb's Posit,ions, 349!').
Old-age Pensions Bill. 21l7, 2141, 2142,2180,
2]Sl, 222:3 2234. 2237. 2Jii~. ~47!1.
Public and B,wk Holicla.ys Law AlIJendment
Bill, 122fl.
Public Se[Tice _ .. Lon.[{-scl'vice Increments,
IG8, 268.
Puhlic Sen-ice Acts Amendment Bin, 9'j!l,
:i792.
Public ~erYice Increments, 168.
Reduction of J1Jstimates, 343ii.
Registration of Births Deaths aud \fnLTilLgcl:!
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2079.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3190.
Scaffolding Inspection nill, 2367.
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INDEX.

M.\CKI~NON.

Mr. FRA~K (cOlltimIPrl)Trusts Act Amendment Bill, :n09, 3711.
"Vant of Confidence in :Ministers, 2976.
'Vater t::;upply Loans Application Bill, 3347.
vVeeds, 35):1.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2662, 3il6.

Mr. DONALD (contillued):-iports Betting Suppression Bill. :~!)16.
~tate School Teachers Bill, 2906, 29] 5.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, ]979, 2896.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3709.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2396.

MADDJ<JN,

Mr. DO~AJ"D (Da!lle·~fo1·d)
Advanees to Local Bodies, 2488.
Budget, 1596.
Case of Walter Heynolds, 3422.
Constitution Convention Bill, 602.640.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1175. 1197, 1198.
Euraek Esta.te, ]224, 1223.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, :i704.
Uold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110. 3119.
House
Estate and
Fir:ancial Agents
Licensing Bill, 12~1
Libelou the King, l:~).
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1:30;'.
.\1unicipalOYCl'drafts (Indemnity) Bill, 33.)8.
1Iunicipal Rating (Improvements on Land)

Mafl'm Beet Rugal' Factory-Question by Mr J.
Harri&, 3536.
Mallee Lands. (See Lands Department..)
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Burton, and read
first time, 2i:~; second reading moved hy
)Ir. Burton, :~O!); dehated. 311 ; Bill rea(l
second time, and passed through its remaining stages, 315.
l\hllee Witter Supply-Question l,y ::\It-.
Taverner 1'e rccommendations of Ra.ilways
~tanding Uommittee: with respect to watel'
snppl.v for the Mallee. ]902; by Mr.
Lallgdon re diversion of t~oulburn or :Murray
Rivers into the 1Tallee country, 2748. (See

1\10LEOD,

Parliamentary Standi/ifj Committee on RailImy.~.)

Bill, 1801.

• :\funicipalities A(lvances Act Amendment
Bill, 450.
~Iunicipa,lities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expeuditure Bill, 1284, 1287.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2046,2116,2122, 2127,
')186
2')<)3
')2')5 ')2·6
2237: 22lriL, <)')92
~~~,
..,.., 22"4
~,-.."
-OJ

Dr. WU,LL\l\f (.Llfe/bon1'11e West)
Acting Ra.ilways Commissioner Bill, :390G,.
:.,Hl2.
Address to His Excellency the Governor,

MALO:\"JoJY,

:~:30;).

,

Opening of Puhlic Library, .'\1useuUls, and
National Oa,llery on t;undays, 16:~6.
Public and Bank Holida.ys Lctw Amendment
Bill, 1231.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3808.
Railway Passes for Unemployed, 559.
Sports Betting Suppref:!sion Bill, 3924, 3925.
State Inebriate Institute, 330.
State School Repairs, 1298.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2890.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill. ~710.
Unused Roads. Leasing Bill, 2:~89, 2391,
2392, 2394, 2~0!).
Vermin Destruction Bill. ] 7 4-~.
~r.-\DDEN,

Mr, FnA:\"K (}}'(,8lI'1'!t Suburbs)
Budget, 1-184.
Bush Fires and Rltilway Engine Spa,rks, 32.37,
32.'38, 3246, 3247.
Experimental Cllltivation, :~i'i:~~.
Exported Products Act 18H8 Amendment
Bill, 1134
Factories ana Shops Acts-Special Boards,
240ft
Further Australia,n Contingent for ~outb
Africa, :3702.
House Estate an(lli'inallcial Agents Licensing
Hill, 12:J5.
Library Committee. 2:3:3.
:\Iarioe Act Further Alllenllment Bill, 18n.
)farriago Act Further Amendment Bill, 1498,
1499.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 217S, 2179,2213, 2222,
2224.
Parliament BuihIings, ~'prin!-;'-street, 3749.
Pa.~pal/lm Dilatatlllll, 32:n, a2:38, 3247, 35:30.
l'uulic and Bank Holida) s Law Amendment
Bill,12::O.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 39J[), 3921,
3922.
State Inebriate Institute, 324.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1830.

I

Appointment of Railways CommissionerR,
2748.
Bonuscs to Inyentors, 3886.
Budget, HiS I , ](j!}l.
Bush Fit·cs and Railway Engines Sparks,
3252.
Census, 8i3.
Coal :\lines Bill, 1811, ::n!)6.
Constitution Convention Bill, 397, 2;)80.
Cool Storage of Butter, 120l.
COilt of M aintaiJling Gaols, 3.j80.
Doolde amI Klttamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, ] :)7-t. l:fi6. 1:H7.
Eight Hours ~ystem in 1he Railway Department, ;j677.
Electric Light a.nd Power Act HlOO Amen(llllent Bill, 8942. :~943.
Electoral Rolls-Non-residential Electol'£ for
:YIelbourne East, :3iO.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amondll1ellt
Bill, ] :l;'H.
Factories and Shops Act-~pecial Boanls,
2408.
Further Australian Cont;ngent for South
..\fric:)', :j689.
HouRe Estate and Financial Agcnts Licensing
Bill, 12:~:l
Lihel on tile King, 113, 114, :~:H, 55:5 ; Cablcgram to the /::iecretal'Y of State for the
Colonies, :3:37.
Library Committee, 220.
l:"ieutenant-Govel'l1or'::; :-ipeech, GO, 20i).
~larriagc Act Further Amendment Bill, 1744-.
Meat ~upe['yisioll Act Amendment Bill, 1750.
::\Ielbourne and Metropolitan Board of
\Yoek::; ExpenditUl'cValidation Bill, 30H,
:~07.

1\1 ember::;' Rights, 843, 8,14.
. 1100rpanyal Laud Act IS!)7 Further Amendment Hill (No.2), 9:d, lOJ5, 1037, 1041,
1042.
Mortgage Limitation Rill, 2170.
~Iotiolls-Without Notice, 242; Unseconded,

] :371, 1:372.

LEGlSLA'l'1VE ASSEMBLY.
MALO~'mY,

Dr. 'YILLIAl\I (colltilllled)Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, IS0-J..
Mr. G. H .•Jenkins, 264.
Old-age Pensions - Instructions to :Magistrates, 166, 167.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2019,2124,2125,2132,
214i, 214'~, 2174, 2177, 2220, 2250, 2264,
2369, 2.;71,24:"1",),2457,2470,2477.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill
(No.2), 1371. 1372.
,Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
~ ation(1,\ Ga.llery on ~und(1,ys, 1(3:30.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 552.
Pa.qpalwn Dilntat1lln. 3~52.
Police Department, 13~8, 13.')9.
Ilolice Grades and Pay, 4~H.
Pre-maternity Provisions of the :Marriagc Act,
S71.
Private Members' Business, 1423, :3:310.
Public and Hank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1229
Pnblic SCl'vice- State Employes transferretl
to Commonwealth ~cl'\Tice. ] 66; Employment of Pensioners, 929, 1200.
]'ul)lic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 976,
:i766, :i777.
rublic \-Vorks at Foster, 3::02.
Public 'Yorks Lmm Application Bill, 3805,
3S14.
Railway Dep:l.rtment-Temporary Line Repairers' Assistants, 1G6, 167; Free Passes,
263; Carriage Door Handles, 7:33, 929;
Examination of Candidates, 780, 241S; St.
KildaBath Tickets 875; Hours of Employes,
1422; Wages of Employes , 1423; ~ignalmen's
Hours, 20:39, 2040; Employing Lads at Block
Recm'ding, 2040 ; ex-Tramway Employes in
the Department, 241S ; Holidays and Passes
for Casual Hands, 3580; Case of Joseph
Hall,3886.
Railway Management - Negotiations with Mr.
Kirkcaldie. 3580.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3831.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 247, 201H,
20S1, 2084.
Seamen on the We.st Lothian, 762.
~tanding Committees, 242.
l-\t,ate Inehriate Institute, 32S, 2464.
:::ltate Parliament House-Damp Woodwork,
555.
Statuary at the Exhibition-building, 260S.
.Stock Tax, 764.
The A rgu8, 338.
The Lieutenant-Governor-Sir J'Ohll Madden's Salaries, 135. 372, 1618, 1621;
References to, 337, 338.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
:{272, :"8:~5, 3S41.
Tramway Employes' Overtime, 129S.
Treatment of Prisoners in Castlemaine Gaol,
3303.
Unclaimed Bank Balances, 3954.
Unemployed, 256; Railway Passes, 560.
Uuiversity Finances, ::)673_
Wines Adulteration Act, 1970.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2665.

1.farine Act Further Amendment-Bill received
from Legislative Oouncil and read first
time, 1530; second reading moved by "'ir
:::lamuel Gillott, IS70; debated, 1871 ; Bill
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:Marine Act Further Amendment (eont'inued)rmtd secoull time, 1872; ct)nsidered in
committee, l872; Lieutenant-Governor'H
mes:lage In'ought down anel resolution for
appropriation adopted, 2169; third rcading, 2338; amendments <tftee third reading, 2539; message from Legislative
Council agreeing to some of the amendments and dis:tgreeing with one amendment,
:~062 ;
amendment insisted on, 3123;
message from LegisbLive Council intimating that they insisted on disagreeing with
the amendment, 392:,); amendment still
insisted on, :1937.
Marine Board - ~tatement by ~J r. Sangster ill
Committee of ~upply 1'e Shipwright
Surveyor under the Marine Board. :3452.
Marriage VAct-Qllestion l,y Dr l.\laloney re
pre-maternity provisions of Marriage Act,
1900, 871.
Ma.rriage Act Further Amen(lmcnt HillBrought in hy ~il' ~amucl Uillott and rea(l
first time, 27:~; seeond l"'allillg ll1(wed by
Sir Samuel Gillott, :3(j6; dcbated. 36R,
385; agreed to 3nn; Bill considered in
committee, 390, 4(j!l; third reading, -l72;
returned from Legi:llative CounCil with
amendments, IW5: amendments dealt
with, l498; message from Legislative
Council intimating that they did not insist
011 some of the amelHllllent~ disagreed with
hy Assembly, and had amended one of the
amendmcnts, ] i44; mcssage <lealt with,
174-1.
~lAso:-<,

MR. J. 'Y. (Rodney)
Friday ~ittings, :3:311.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :310:), 3158.
Mooroopna Race-cour~e Reserve Sale Bill, 954,
1500.
Railway Payments to Coal Companies, 358:{.
8avings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
:3160.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3332.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 3:315.

Master in Equity and Lnnacy-Question of
salaries paid to Mr. T. Prout Webb, discu::.sed in Committee of ~upply, 3495,
3499.
Meat 8upervision Act-Question by Mr. Keast
re condemnation of Ct~lves under 40 lbs_
weight, 371.
Meat 8upervisi(ln Act 1900 Amendment RillReceived from Legislative Council and
read first time, 954; second reading moved
by Mr. Morrissey, 1744; debated 1748;
Bill read second time, ] 7M; considered
in committee, lSS9, 1920, 2539, 2589;
third reading, ::J 191; amendments ~tfter
third reading. 319l-9; statement hy Mr.
Wilkins, 3219; by Mr. Warde, 3245;
message from Legislative Council intimating tlmt they agreed with some of the
amendments made by the Assembly, and
disagreed with one amendment, 3707;
amendment insisted on, 3928; message
from Legislative Council intimating that
t hey insisted ou disagreeing with the
amendment, 3944; amendment not insisted
on, 3945.
Meat ~upply-Stu.tement by Sir Johll Mclntyt'e
1'e destruction of sheeps' and bullocks'
heads by Customs authorities, F16.
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l\Ielhourne and Collingwood Railway-Question
by Me. Gail' re opening of line, 374.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporations Acts
Amendment Bill-Brought in by ]\1r.
Prendergast, and read first time. 247.
Melbourne and Metl'Opolita.n Board of Works
-Question by Mr. Smith re political
rights of board's employes, Si7.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill- Received from
Legislative Council aBd read first time,
3938; Governor's message brought down
and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, :3938; second reading moved by
Mr. Peacock, :m-l-5; deuated, :3946; Rill
read second time. and considered in committee, :3946; thir(1 reading, 3956; amend·
ment ltiter thinl readjng, 3957.
Melboul'lle and Metropolitan Board of vVorks
:Expenditure Validation Bill-Brought in
by Sir Samuel Gillott, and read first time,
274; second l'ealling move(l by Sir Samuel
(Wlott" 305; debated, 307; Bill read a
sccond time, and considered in committee,
:309 ; third reading, 300.
Melbourne East, Representation of -Issue of
writ for election of member in place of Sir
Samuel nillott, who ha.d accepted an ofIice
of Pl'oJ-it ul1lIer the Crown, announced, 17 ;
re·election of Sir Samuel Gillott announced,
17; Sil' Samuel (mlott introduced and
sworn, Ii; den,th of Mr. John Anderson an·
nounced. 78; issue of writ for election of
member in place of 1\1'1' Anderson announced, 270; election of Mr. J. Jj'. Deegan
announced, 2!l8; Mr. Deegan introduced
and swcrn, 298.
Melbourne HcLrbor Trust -Questions by Mr.
Langdon re representation on the trust of
producing interests, 32; by Mr. Tucker 1'e
hours of employes, 1989, 2095.
Melbourne, Representation of-Expulsion of
Mr. K Findley from the House, 13!; issue
of writ for election of <\, member in the
place of Mr. Findley announced, 270;
election of Mr.•J. A. Boyd announced, 435;
Mr. Boyd introduced and sworn, 435.
Melbourne F;a,ilors' Home Bill--Receive<l frol11
Legislative COUlwil, and rear1 first time,
2189; motion hy Mr. Duggan that the Bill
be treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
2643; second l'eadin~ moved by Mr.
Duggan, 2643; debate(l, 2643, 2816 ; Bill
read second time, 2825; considered in
committee, 2825, 3126; third reading,
:n35; message from Legislative Council
intinHlotil1g that they had agreed to some of
the Assembly'S amendments in the Bill
and had disagreed with others, 3635 ; -message dealt with, 3025.
Melbourne Tramway and OmnibUS CompanyQuestion by Mr. Methven re hours of work
of company's employes, 1297; by Mr.
Prendergast re purchase of company's
tramways by municipalities, 1715; motion
by Mr. Mackinnon affirming desirability of
inquiry to ascertain whether the fares
charged by the company should not be
revised as providell by section 26 of the
Company's Act, 2189; debated, 2195;
agreed to, 2210.
Members, Deaths of, announced-Mr. Anelerson, 78; MI'. Staughton, 1142.

Member, Expulsion of a.

(See Kil/g Edward

VII.)
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn-Nil'
Samuel Uillott, 17; Mr Fotheringham,17;
Mr. 'V. H Willin.ms, 17; Mr. O'Connor,
17; Mr. RLll, 73; Mr. Mitchell, 73; Mr.
Deegan, 298; Mr. BOYll, 4~5; Captain
Stallghton, 1418.
Members, I{esignation of-Resignation announced of Mr. )fcLean, ),11'. Best, Mr.
Kellnedy, Mr. McColl. .Mr. Mauger, Mr.
Carty Salmon, and Mr. I. A. Isaacs
(Bo!lono), 16-17.

Merri Creek Drainage Works-Question by ).fr.
)leth yen 1-e progress of works, 61'12.
)fJ;:THVE~,

:\fr. DAVID (Ea.qt Bourke Boroll!Jlts)
Alexandra Park Bill, :-l84:3.
Chief Inspector of ~ tock, 2R';'G.
Clearing ~crub Lands, J:!4~.
Constitution Convention Bill. mo.
Drainage of Koo.wee.rup and ~foe Swamps,
l!)O;J.
Education Act Amendment Bm, 2782.
Eurack Estate, 1216.
Factories and f'hops Acts-Special Buards,
1868. 2407, ::1752; l\lillers Board, 3580,
:j752.
Lieutellant-Govemor's Speech, 195.
Life Assurance Companies, 115fj,
Local Goyernmeuli Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 434.
1. ocal Government Commission, 213.
Locking the River i\ofurrav, 927.
Manee T~Lllks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, :~U.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Rill, 1499.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 2819.
Men'i Creek ])['ninage Works, 682.
Milling Development Acts Amendment BilI~
178:!, 1870.
Mining Leases at ~fal'ong, 423.
Mossiface to Omeo .Hoad, 2855.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
BilL 448.
Old·age Pensions !lot Brnnswick, 550, 551.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2122,2176,2182, 2!:::0.
Overtime ill the Defence Department, 1594.
Pen tal bland, :~5J2.
Puhlic ::-Ien'ice--Certificates for Promotion
of Professional Officers, 294; fncrements,
241; Senior .\1 essenger in Public Works
Department. 3584.
Public ~el'vice Acts Amendment Bill, 980,
:)768.
Pn hlic Works Loan Application Bill, 3815,
::816, ::819.
RaHway Department - Vacancies, 576;
.BJxamination of Candidates, 765, 766, 768,
928; R,e-examination of Rejects, 928;
N arrow·gauge Lines. 2[)71; Fares to
Northern Suburbs, 2748; Eye sight Tests,.
2876.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3820.
Reform of the ~tate Parliament, 19:37.
~tate School Teachers Bill. :,056.
Supplementary Estimates, 209.
Tramwa.y Employes' Overtime, 1207.
Unemployed, 259 ; Railway Passes, 561.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1:)87.
W arrnam bool Land Bill. 2641, 2815.
Water ::-Inpply Loans Application Bill, 3349.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2571, 3313.
Wild Dogs DestructioJl Bill, 459.

LEG1SLA'l'lVE ASSE:lIBLY.

Mildura Rates Amending Rill-Question by
Mr. Taverner re introduction of Bill, 412.
Mineral Development-:Motion by Mr. Hennessy
for return re work done by prospectors for
minerals other than gold, agreed to, 316.
Mines Act-Question by Ur. Bailes re amend·
ment of Act with respect to paid up shares
in mining companies, 720.
Mines Department-Questioll by Sir John
McIntyre (for Mr. Sterry) re granting of
mining leases at Marong, 299; statement
by Mr. Sterry on motion for adjournment
of the House, 417; subject discussed, 418425; questions by Mr. Grose re testing
batteries, 1296; by Mr. Mitchell re boring
ill the Maryborough district, 1419; by Mr.
Lawson Te reorganization of geological survey branch, 1424 ; by Mr. H. R. 'Williams
re extension of geologi0al surveys at Ben·
11igo, 1593; by Mr. Mitchell re erection of
testing plant at Talbot, 1595; by Mr.
Holden 1"e inconvenience caused to miners
by establishment of rifle butts at Canadian,
1904; by Mr. A. Harris (for Mr. :Fostel')
re mining track from Tn,mbo crossing to
Stirling, 1905; by Mr. McKenzie 're tenders
for cutting tracks, 1991 ; by Mr. Grose 1'e
geological surveys at Creswick and Bloom·
field,2096; by Mr. Beazley Te payment of
wages to men working at track cutting
near Healesville, 2672, 2789; by Mr.
Lazarus Te selection of auriferous area in
the Whipstick, 2803 ; by Mr. Lazarus re
Government deep shaft at Ellesmere, 2924;
by Mr. A. Harris re survey of Cohen's line
of lode at vVttlhalla, 2923; by Mr. Vale re
case of R. H. Lxrnbert v. Thei8,sen, 3034.
:~239; by l\lr. Foster ?'e Dargo river mining
track, 3103; by Mr. A. Harris re allocation of prospecting vote, 32-1-0; by Mr.
Beazley re track cutters at Dargo, 3245;
statement hy Mr. Isaacs, 3245; votes for
Mines and Water Supply Departments
discussed in Committee of Supply, 3527 ;
questions hy Mr. Langdon re boring for
gold, 3529; by Mr. A. A. Billson re visit
of Mr Stirling, Government Geologist, to
Bngland, 3583; by 1ft·. A. Harris re
scheme for promoting the discovery of new
auriferous areas and other mineral lodes,
3887.
l.:Hn:,ng Boar~s-Question by Mr. Sterry re
appointment of members of mining boards
~tS quasi-inspectors of labour covenants in
mining lease::, 1059.
Mining Company Shares - Question by Mr.
Taverner re legality of dealings in " Duke
of York" shares on Melbourne Stock Ex·
change, 1065.
Mining Development Act-Question by Mr
Holden re introduction of Bill to continue
grants for the development of gold mining
as authorisefl by the Mining Development
Act 1896, 636; motion by ~1t-. Kerr for
return re gnmts under the Act, agreed to,
1158; presented, 1158; question by Mr.
Toutcher re papers in connexion with
recent allocation of advances, 1202, 1248.
Mining Development Acts Amendment 13i1lBrought in by Mr. Burton, and read first
time, 1158 ; l:iecond reading moved by Mr.
Burton, 1767; debated, 1770, 1835; Bill
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Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill
(continue(l )-read second time, 1843 j considered in committee, 184:~; third rea,ding, 1868; amend'ments after thit'd reading, 1868-70;.
question by ~lr. Grose, 181)0.
~iinimul1l Wage-Question by Mr. Lawson re
enforcement of minimum wage in public'
contracts, :372.
l\1inistry, The-l\lotion by Mr. Irvine, "That
the Government; does not possess the confidence of this House," 29:28 ; debated by
~fr. Peacock, 2936; Mr. l\1urray. 294;'~; :'1-11'.
Kirton, 2948 j ::-ir Samuel Gillott, 2954;
),11'. Hennessy, 2955; Mr. Robinson, 2958 ~
MI'. :McKenzie, 2062 ; Dr. M cIllerney,
2968; Sir .John McIntyre, 2971; Mr.
l\fadden, 2976; amendment by \11'. O'Neill.
that all the words after" that" be omitted
with the view to inserting the following" In the opinion of this House it is abso·
lutely necessary that a reconstruction of
the Government shoulll take place a,L once, ,.
2981; discussed hy Dr ~IcInerney, :2U85;
amendment lapsed, 2987 ; debate on motion
continued by Mr. Uennett, 2987 ; Mr.
Keogh, 2989; Mr. Duffy, 2991 ; IvIr.
Bowser, 2994 ; ~fr. A. A. Hillson, 2996 ; Mr.
Andrp.ws, 2998; Mr. Fotheringham, ~OOl ;Mr. Ewell Cameron (Portland), ;-;00;3; Mr.
Ramsay, 3004; Mr. Hall, :-,006; Lt ·Col
Reay, 3007 ; motion negatived, :=010 ;
question by ~lr. O'Neill re reconstruction of
the ~Iinistry, 3104.
~fITCHELI•.

Mr. GEORGE (1hlbot and Avoca).Introduced and sworn, 7~.
Boring in the Maryborough District, 1419.
Constitution Convention Bin, 595.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :3118.
Manual Training and Cookery Classes in
Country Schools, 1157.
~1eat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill t
2595.
lIEners' Rail way Tickets, 130!.
Old.age Pensions, 551.
Quartz·testing Plant for Talbot, 1595
Railway Improvements at Bung liong, 1989.

.Money Lenders Bill-Receivcll from Legisla·
tive Council, and read first time, ~OG2;
Bill discharged from paper, :3851.
,Monowai, S.S -Statement by Ur. Peacock
re missing steamer .J[oll-owai, :2210.
~looroopna Hace-course Heserve Sale BillBrought in by 1\11'. J. W. Mason, and read
first time, 954; LiellLenant·Govel'nor's
message brought down and resolution for
approprhtioll arlopted, 1500; motion by Mr.
J. \V. Mason, that the Bill be treated as a
public 13ill, agreed to, 1500; second read·
ing moved by Mr .•r. W. \Iason, 1500;
agreed to, IfJOO ; Bill passed through remaining stages, 1500.
.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (N o. 1 )-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott, and read first time, 425.
order of day for second reading discharged,
915.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amend·
ment Bill (No. 2)-Hecei\Ted from Legisla·
tive Council, and read first time, 952;
second reading moved by Sir SrtIDuel
Gillott, 952; debate adjourned, 954 ;
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~ioorpanyal

Land Act 1897 Fnrther AmendmelLt Bill (No.2) COlltinueclmotion by Sir Samuel Gillott, that the Bill
he treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
1035; Bill read second time, ] 0:35; considered in committee, 1O:~5; third reading,
1044; amendments after third reading,
1044.

"Mr. ,JOlIX, :Minister of Agriculture
(Rodney)
Adnltemtion of Beer,2i48.
Agricu1t.ural Department .r ournal, 2361.
AgL·icult.uml Scholarships, 295.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3585, 3842, 3847.
American Vines, 412.
llutter-·Cool ::-ltorage, 1201 ; Exports, 3243,
38S6.
Chief Inspector of Stock, 2881.
Cool ~tora,gc Accommodation, 3104, 3955.
()ost of Fertilizers, 763.
I htiry College, 3535.
J)irectoL' of Agricutture, 495, 732, 3~35.
Uisealiic(l Stock, 2094.
J.~xportetl Products Act 1898 Amendment
Hill, 2;:3, 4:36, 44:3, 1188, US!), 1193, 1196,
119S, 1307, 1309, 1318, 1346, 1:355, 1357,
];~58, 1364, ]:365,1363,1367.
Experimental Culti\'ation, 3.j33.
Bxpel'imental Farms, 1064.
Freights for Frozen Produce, 49;j.
Hame Act Amendment Ijill, 315;'1.
.Leather, 35:36.
J..Jeongatha L:tbour Colony, 3957.
Mafl'ra \leet Sugar Factory, 3536.
Meat-Freezing Accommodation, ::5S1.
:Meat Supervision Act-Destruction of Cah'es,
:371.
Meat Supervisioll Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1744, 18S9, 2540, 2589, 2391, 2592, 2593,
2395, :2596, 2597, 2601, 2602, 3191, 3202,
3211. 3214, :3216, 3928, 394!.
Municipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
274.
Pa8palurn Dilatatunl, 3253, 3490.
rhylloxera, 3334.
Registration of Brands Bill, 169, 633, 1424,
;:$888.
Sale of Murray Fish in Close Season, 296.
.Rparrow Pest, 1297.
State Co· operation in Exporting, 3581.
Tobacco Industry, :3239, a5:37, 3539.
Vegetation Difleases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 4:36,2540,2543,2544, 3944.
Victorian Agricultural Product·s in England,
2927.
Victorian Protluce for South Africa, 2979.
Victorian Produce for the British vVar.offics,
31,495.
Viticultural College-Admission of Fre6
Students, 875.
W eeds, ::~534.
Wine Industry, 3536.

MOltRISSEY,

~rortgage

Limitation Bill-Brought in by Dr.
Maloney, and read first time. 2~70.
1fossiface to Omeo Road - MotIOn by Mr.
Foster affirming that the completion and
maintenance of the main road from Mossiface to Omeo should be taken over by the
Government, 2849; debated, 2852; motion
withdrawn, 2858.

Motions for the Ac1jolll'llmeut of the HouseProposed to enable honorable members to
ventilate public questions-By Mr. Bennett •
re purcha.se of furniture and refreshments
at Exhibition.building during CommoIlwealth celebrations, 171 ; by Mr. Sterry ?'e
mining leases at Marong, 417; by Mr.
Kirton 1'e issue of rail \Va y passes to the
unemployed, 555; by Ml'. Methven re
selection candidates for
employment
in Railway department, 7u8; by Mr.
Kerr Te cheap railway fares for miners,
1301; by Mr. Murra.y 1'e treatment of
inehriates, 2462; by Lt. -Col. Reay re
Constitution COllvention Bill, 2.j77; by
Mr. MadJen re planting railway reserves
"lith the grass Paspalwn elilafaluTn, 3246.
Mount William Gold-field-Q.ue:;tion by :Mr.
Robinson re grant to F. Emmett as It
reward for discovering the Mount William
gold·field, 550 j by Mr. Toutcher 1'e water
supply for mining purposes, 120l.
Municipal Elections-Motion by Mr. Peacock
for adjournment. of the House over municipal electi0ns, agl'l'cd to, 930.
:Municipal Endowlllent and Classification Bill.
-Brought ill' by Mr. Morrissey, and read
first time, 274; Hill discharged froDl
paper, B21H.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill-Reccived from the Legislative Council and
rcad first time, 2788; second reading
moved by Mr. Peacock, 3::li57; debated,
;~;357; Rill read secona time, 3::J59; con·
sidered in committee, ;{359; third reading,
3360.
:Municipal Ratillg (Improvements on Land) Bill
-Brought in by :Mr. Robinsoll, and read
first time, 247; second readiug moved by
Mr. Robinson, 1791; debated, 1798; debate adjourned, 1810; Bill discha.rged
from the paper, 3;07.
Municipal Subsidy - Questions by Mr. A.
Harris re method of allocating municipal
subsidy, 493; re increase of the subsidy,
578; statement by Mr. A. Harris, 1103;
question by NIl' Langdon re recouping
north·western municipalities for wa.ter
supply expenditure, 1296; statement by
Mr. A. Ha.rris 1'e withdrawal of motion to
increase subsidy, 3679.
Municipal Unification-Motion by Mr. Prendergast fo\' appointment or. select committee to inquire into and report on the
unification of municipalities in certain
portions of the Statc, 1!J28; dcbated,
1929; motion withdrawn, 19:H.
Municipalities, Loans to- Question by Mr.
Brown re introduction of Bill to enable
country municipalities to borrow from the
Go\'ernment for maintenance of main
roads, 6:37 ; motion by Mr. Brown affirming that a loan of not less than £100,000
nor more than £200,000 should be obtained
in order to make advances to shire councils
for the construction and repair of main
roads on certain condil ions, 2485; debated, 2487; debate adjourned, 2500;
motion discharged from paper, 39·!!.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment Bill
-Brought in byMr. Burton, and read first
time, 374; second reading llloyed by Mr.
Burton, 443; agreed to, 445; Bill considered in committee,445; third reading, 452.

LEGISLA'l'IVE ASSEi\1BLY.

Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations Expenditure Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 495; second
reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 1282;
debated, 1282; agreed to, 1287; Bill
considered in committee, 1287; third
reading, 1294.
MURRAY, Mr. JOHN (Warrnarnbool)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3911,
:1919.
Address to the Governor, 3305.
Alexandra Park Bill, 384:3, :3850.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2314.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3636.
Coal Mines Bill, 1885, 1887.
·Constitution Convention Bill, 602,691, 2584.
Bducation Act-Amendments, 639.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2754, 2756,
2757, 2768, 2772, 2774, 2778, 2779, 3064.
Education Department Estimates, 3492.
Eurack Estate, 1208.
Exhibition Trustees -Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 176.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
44:~, 943. 1308, 1314, 1349,1356,1358, 1363,
1364, 1365, 1367.
Further A ustralian Contingent for South
Africa, 3684, 3696.
,(hune Act Amendment Bill, 3151.
'Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3159.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1243.
Irregular Discussion, 3673.
Libel on the King, 113, 127, 554.
Lihrary Committee, 240.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 205.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1923,1927,2603,2607,3211,3215.
.Melboul'lle Sailors' Home Bill, 28:U.
Members' Rights, 3215.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1845.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3357.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1282, 1287, 1290.
. Old-age Pensions Bill, 2118, 2125, 2127,
2128, 2139, 2173, 2174, 2179, 2180, 2188,
2214, 2223, 2224, 2225, 2235, 2237, 2471,
2472, 2477, 2481.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 29, 3748;
Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 240.
Parliament House, Exhibition-buildingsWarming of, 27.
Pa~palum Dilataturn, 3491.
Payment of Public Servants, 1103.
Pental Island, 3516.
Personal Explanations, 248, 3010.
Private Members' Businestl, 3307.
I)ublic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 986,
3761, 3762, 3770, 3785.
Railway Department-'vVages of ex-Gangers
Acting as Fencers, 1156; Jolimont Accident,
2211 ; Narrow -gauge Lines, 2572; Eye-sight
Tests, 2877 ; Differential Rates, 3589.
Railway Loan Bill, 335~i.
Ra,ilway Passes for Unemployed, 566.
Hailway Management, 3589.
Reception of the New Governor, 3156.
Reflections-On the Prime Minister, 176 ; on
Mining Investors, 244, 248.
SES. 1901.-d
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MURRAY, Mr. JOHN (continued)Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 391, 393, 3182.
Sports Betting Slolppression Bill, 3916, 3924,
3925.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3914.
State Inebriate Institute, 245, 316, 1904,
2461, 2462, 3488.
State School Teachers Bill, 2912, 2914, 3046,
3053,3925.
Supplementary Estimates, 209.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1833, 2324,
2335, 2890, 2894.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2391, 2394,2403.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1:386, 1720, 1729.
Victol'ian Produce for South Africa, 2978.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2807, 2808, 2812.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2943, 3010.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3337.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2572, 3314.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 453, 463, 465,
466, 1848.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3713.
Murray River-Question by Mr. Methven re
locking the River Murray, 927 ; statement
by .!\fl'. Langdon, 929.
Neglected Ohildren's Department-Question by
Lt. -Col. Rea,y 1'e education of children
under the care of the Neglected Children's
Department, and removal of children from
the care of parents, 2926.
NICHOLS, Mr. A. G. (Gippsland West)
Coal Creek :Mine Dispute, 298.
Coal Mines Bill, 305, 427, 1877, 1879, 1883,
1884, 18R5, 1887, 1888, 3797.
Drainage of Moe and Koo- wee-rup Swamps,
1715.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1172.
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2630.
Lieutenant-Governor's ~peech, 22.
Loans to Selectors, 3523.
Loans to Settlers at Moe, 733.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2252.
Railway Employes Classification, 3[)97.
Sports Betting ;:;uppression Bill, 3915 .
O'CONNOR, Mr. P. J. (Fitzroy)-Introduced and
sworn, 17.
Opening of Pnblic Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1622, 3456
3462.
'
Private Members' Business, 3456.
Officers of Pa.rliament. (See ParUament, Officers
of. )
Old-age Pensions-Questions by Dr. Maloney
re instrnctions sent to magistrates &c.
d.ealing with a.pplica.tions for old-ag~ pen:
SlOns, 166; by ~lr. E. D. 'Williams re payment of old-age pensions after the end of
June, 212; motion hy i\l r. Grose for a
return of old-age pensions paid, agreed to,
245; presented, 270; question by Mr.
Kirton re refusal of pension to John
Madden, of Ballarat, miner, 549; by Mr.
Methven "e accommodation for old-acre
pensioners attending at the Brunswi~k
Post-office, 550; by Mr. Mitchell re effect
of Acts No. 170(j and 1712, with respect to
persons who had attained the age of 65
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Old-age Pensions (continllerl)years since 27th December, 1900, 551 ; by
Mr. Hall (for Mr. Kf'rr) re number of oldage pensioners, 877 ; by ~Ir. Lawson re
cancellation of old-age pensions, 1202; by
Mr. Isaacs 1'e number of pensioners and
amount of pensions, 1716; by :Mr. Fotheringham re old-age pensioners at Footscray,
1766, 1865; motion by Mr. Grose for return of number of old-age pensions recommended by each police magistrate and the
average payment in each district, agreed
to, ]811 ; presented, 27;"50.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bi1lGovernor's message brought down and
resolution for an appropriation adopted,
:n51; Bill brought in by Mr. Peacock and
read first time, 3751; Bill read seeond
time, and considered in committee, 3751;
third reading, 3751.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Statement by 1\11'. Peacock, 1716; Bill brought in by ~'lr. Peacock and read first time, 1767 ; LieutenantGovernor's message brought down and
resolution for appropriation adopted, 1908;
second reading moved by MI'. Peacock,
1908 ; debated by Mr. Kirton, 1906; Mr.
E. D. Williams, 2006; ~lr. Hennessy,
2008; Mr. Tucker, 2010; Mr. Toutcher,
20l2; Mr. Robin80n, 2016; Mr. Barbour,
2018; Dr. Maloney, 2019; Mr. McKenzie,
2021; Mr. Oman, 2026; Lt.-Col. Reay,
2027; Mr. H. R. Williams, 2034; Mr.
Vale, 2044; Mr. McLeod, 2046; Mr. Ramsay, 2054; Mr. Fotheringham, 2058; Dr.
McInerney, 2060; Mr. Rent, 2064; Sir
John Mclntyre, 2097; Mr. Duffy, 2100 ;
Mr. Lazarus. 2102; Mr. G·rose, 2104; Mr.
Bromley, 2106; ~Ir. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 2108; Mr. Keogh, 2110; Mr. J.
VV. Billson, 2111; Mr. Warde, 2111; Bill
read second time, 2114; considered in committee, 2114, 2170,2212; amendments on
report, 2370, 2421; third reading, 2470;
amendments after third reading, 2471;
amendments recommended by Governor's
message fLgreed to, 3246.
Old-age l>ensi.ons Further Provision Bill (No.
I)-Brought in by Mr. Peacock and read
first time, 273; order of day for second
reading discharged, 1367.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Rill (No.
2)-Lieutenant-Governor's message brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
a,dopted, 1367, 13G8; Bill brought in byMr.
Peacock and read first time, 1369; second
reading moved by ~1r. Peacock and agreed
to, 1369; Bill considered in committee,
1369; third reading, 1372.
Mr. D. S. (Ripon and Hampden)
Constitution Convention Bill, 529.
Eurack Estate, 1257.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1082, 1130.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2026.

OMAN,

Mr. RICHARD (lIIand1lrang)
Appropriation Bill, :3637, 3638.
Badges for .Justices of the Peace, 3497.
l~losed Country Schools, 3-!93.
Conservator of State Forp-sts, 70, 3518.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1308.

O'NEILL,

Mr. RICHARD (co7ltinned)Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110.
Government Deep Shaft at Ellesmere, 2!}25.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licen-sing Bill, 246, 1232.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 579, 2386,.
2887, 3707.
LieuLenant-Governor's Speech, 77, 178.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1842.
Mining Leases at Marong, 418.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2248.
Parliament-buildings, Spring-street-Agreement with Commonwealth Government,.
547.
Private ~fembers' Business, 2977, 3306.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3806,
381:3.
Reconstruction of Ministry, 3104.
~eduction of the Estimates, 3441.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3443, 3445.
State Parliament House-Accommoda.tion of
Members, 547.
State School Teachers Bill, 2905.
State School Teachers' Residences, 3493.
Stock a.nd Sharebrokers Licensing Bill, 247.
Tobacco Restriction Bill, 247.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 246, 954, 2390.
Vermin Destruction Bill. 1381, 1385.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2980, 2981,.
2982,2987.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3331.

O'NEU.. L,

Mr. A. R. (lIfaryboro1l[Jh)
Boring in the Maryborough District, 1419.
Budget, 1453.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3423.
Coal Mines Bill, 428, 1882, 1884, 1886, 1889.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,
2084.
Factories and Shops Act Commission, 1907.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1771, 1870.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2570.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3810.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3828.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
3144, 3832, 38:39.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3346.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 3312.

OUTTRIM,

Parks and Gardens-Statement by Mr. Vale in
Committee of Supply re assistance to parks.
and gardens in up-country towns, 3506.
Parliament-Opening of the Session, 16.
Parliament-buildings Committee-Appointed,
274.
Parliament-buildings, Spring-street-Question
by Mr, Bent re use of rooms by members.
28; statement by NIr. Peacock, 29; by the
Speaker, 30; motion by Mr. Barbour
affirmillg advisauility of completing the
north and south wings of Parliament
Houses, 577; statement by Mr. Peacock,
577; motion withdrawn, 578. (See Pa1'liament LibraTY.)
Parliament House,
Exhibition-buildingsStatement by Mr. Peacock re heating of
Legislative Assembly chamber, 27 ; by.\lr.
Murray, 27; by the Speaker re entrance
from south side of buildings, 163; question
by Mr. Levien re heating of rooms, 298;
statement by the Speaker, 298; question

LEGISLATI VE

Parliament House, Exhilition-buildings (con-

tin'uedby Mr. Vale re testing of air, 373; statement by Mr. McBride 1'e acoustic properties of Legislative Assembly chamber,
415; by the Speaker, 415; question by
Mr. Tucker re need of painting exterior of
buildings, 551 ; statement by the Speaker,
551; by Mr. Staughton, 552; questions
by Dr. Maloney re dampness of woodwork
in members' rooms, 555; by Mr. Prendergast re telephonic communication, 6:39;
statement by Mr. Langdon 're unhealthy
condition of building, 1198; by Mr, Peacock, lUll); by the Speaker. 1199; question
by Mr. Prendergast 1"e furniture in Parliament House, 1637; statement by the
Spectker, 1811 ; question by Mr, Grose re
cost of fitting up buildings, 2926; vote for
State rectding-room discussed in Committee
of Supply, 3447.
.
Padiament Library - Question by Mr.
Prendergast 'roe access to papers stored at
Parliament Buildings, Spring street, 163 ;
stat.ement by the ~pettker, 163; by Mr.
Shiels rp.. functions of Library Committee
and control of library at Parliament House,
Spring street, 227 ; .subject discussed, 229,
240; statement by the Speaker, 230 ; statement by Mr. Rent 1'e use of library by
members, 3746; subject discussed, 3746.
Parliament, Officers of - Appointment of
officers of P~Lrliament announced hy the
Speaker, 33; question by Dr. Moloney 7e
leave of absence granted to the Clerk of
the Parliaments. 204.
Parliamentary and Ilansa1'd stans-Motion by
Mr. Prendergast (for ]\fl'. Kirton) for
return of appointments on Parliarnentary
and Ha1i.sa?·d staffs agreed to, 2500.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways-Reference of subjects to committee
-Whitfield to Mahaikah line, 2574; connexion of Tocumwal with existing railway
system, 3320. Reports brought up- re
railway communication with Tolmie, 28;
Mallee water supply, 28, 1245; proposed
cross-country railway, 682: re railway
communication with \Voolamai. San Remo,
and Cape Patterson, 1988; 'Vhitfield to
Mahaikah railway, 2923; vote for COUlmittee discussed in Committee of Supply,
3447.
Patents Office-Question by Mr. W. H. Williams 1'e delays in the Patents Office, 2561 ;
subject discussed ill Committee of Supply,
3496.
PEACOCK, Mr. A. J., Premier, Treasurer, and
Minister of Labour (Olunes and Allandale).
Accession of King Edward VI!., 17.
Accommodation of Commonwealth Public
Service, 6;j6.
Ad vances to Local Douies, 2492, 241)4.
Analyses of Foods and Drinks, 1295.
Appropriation Bill, 3636, ~637, 3638, 3667.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 21R9.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1244, 1245, l::l90, 1392, 2750.
Auctioneers' Licences-Reciprocity with New
South vVales, 292.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 2501, 3191,
3794, 3795, 3938.
d2
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PEACOCK, ~Ir. A. J. (continucd)Australian Squadron-Visits to Port Phillip,
875.
Ballarat Art Gallery, 3463.
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2544.
Bendigo \Vater Mains, 1295.
Bills Discharged, 3851.
Bonuses to Inventors, 3887.
Botanical and Domain Gardens, 3509.
Brighton Pier Improvements, 1156.
Budget, 999, 1035, 1496, 1497, 1687, 1692.
Bush Fires and Hailway Engine Sparks, 3246.
Business-Order of, 26, 135, 274, 435, 639,
915, 952, 1044, 1345,1424,1425,1810, 1849,
1850, 1890, 2210, 2267,2858, 3264; PrivlLte
Members', 4:H, 1946, 2170, 2976, 2';)77,2978,
3305, 3309, 3456, 3669, 3670, 3707, 3717 ;
Despatch of, ~888.
Case of John Madden, 549.
Case of Mr. 'r. F. McDonogh. 635.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 2864, 3415, 3419.
Charitable Institutions, :3501.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3439.
China Nayal Contingent, 3504; Issue of
Med~tls, 3886.
Christmas find New Year Holidays, 3667.
City Police Court Visitors Allowance, 3464.
Clerks in the Law Department, 3499.
Close of the Session, ::>947.
Coal Mines Bill, 431.
Coleraine Race-course Bill, 3635.
Commonwealth Bills, 268, 299.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Contractor's
Accounts, 135 ; Mr. Skinner's Catering. 164;
Purchase of Furniture and Refreshments at
Exhibition- building, 173; Medals for State
School Children, 243.
Commonwealth Hansard, 299.
Commonwealth Postal and Telegraph Services, 267.
Commonwealth Public Service Salaries, 732.
Conservator of State Forests, 3521.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 212.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), .469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1034.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2884.
Constitution Convention Bm, 27:{, 275, 374,
496, 579, 602, 605,679, 760, 801, 841,842,
2500, 2574, 2576,2587, 2864.
Coronation of King Edward VII., 3957.
Cost of Commonwealth Celebrations, State
Parliament Buildings, and Government
House Impro\7ements, 2926.
Country Free Libraries, 3463.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2412, 2414.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
607, 608, 7:14.
Death of Queen Victoria, 17, 270.
Deaths of Members-Mr. Anderson, 78; Mr.
Staughton. 1142; the Hon. J. A. \Vallace,
M.L.C., 2084, 2086.
DenuII'rage Charges on Trucks, 1622.
. Destruction of Food at W~llia,mstown, 341.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897,
AmendmentBill, 274, 1372, 1:n6. 1377.
Education Act Amendmeut Bill, 2676, 2678,
2686, 269a, 2701, 2705, 2706, 2707, 2710,
2711, 2714,2715, 2716, 275:{, 2757, 2760,
2769, 2770, 2775, 2776, 2781, 278S, 3068,
3074, :-l929, 3956.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment
Bill, 4:33.
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
293, 634, 768, 2365, 3668.

~NDEX.

Mr. A. J. (contimlecl)Era Graders, 3103, 3244.
Estimates, 999.
Eurack Estate, 1164.
Exporte.d Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1197, 1198.
Factories and Shops Acts-Magisteria.l Comments, 370; Additional Trades, 721, 722,
7:';0, 14G7 ; the Hon. J. H. Abbott, ~f.L.C.,
881; Chairmen of vVages Boards. 1062;
'Wages Boards Determinations, 1246, 1525;
Printers Wages Board's Determination,
1421, 2920; Special Boards, 1866, 1867,
2300, 2~lO4, 2405, 2406, 2408, 3254, :3257,
:-3258, :-l259, 3752; Millers Board, 3580;
Coachmakers Boa.rd, 2417.
Factories and Shops Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 300, 1498.
Factories and Shops Acts CommissionSlanders on Factory Girls, 170.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representation Bill, 18.
Federation Voters' Certificates, 636.
Fifth Victorian Contingent, 1864.
~-'ire Appliances for High Buildings. 1061.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board, 1067.
Fi8her v. The Qileen, 1592.
Friday ~ittings, 3311.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, :1683.
Further Contingent for South Africa, 3304.
Game Act, 3~~:j9.
Hippsland East Education Endowment
H,eserves Revocation Bill, 248.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 39;')6, 3] 08, 3115.
Government and Municipal Debentures,
1524.
Government
Printing-office - Employes'
Wages, 135.
Governor -Heception of, 3156, 3219: Address
to, :~;)04, :i585.
Governor's Instructions, 270.
Governor's Salary Further Reduction Act,
417 ..
Honse Estn,te and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 12:j4.
Imprisonment of an Aged vYoman at Ballarat,
20.37.
Income Tax Bill, 3429, 3430.
Independent Order of Foresters, 1296.
Inter-Sta,te Commission Bill, 269.
Issue of Hawkers' Licences to Asiatics, 1713.
Leader of the Opposition, 26.
Libel on the King, 108, 110, Ill, 112, 121,
122, 124, 177,244, 245, 554; Prosecutions,
298; Cablegram to Secretary of ~tate for
the Colonies, 177, 226, 271, 272; Corresponucnce, 270, 272.
Library Committee, 227, 234.
Licensing Act-Payments to ~funicipalities,
:-S72 ; Benalla Arbitration Act, 2291}.
Local Government Commission, 213.
Lieutenant-Governor-Sir John Madden's
Salaries, 372, 1620.
Lieuten::l.nt-Governor's Speech, 26, 37, 204,
205.
Life Assurance Companies, 1156.
Loans to at unicipalities, 6:38.
Local Government Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 4:33.
Locking the River Murray, 928.
Losses Caused by Storms, 2749, 2806.
Manee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 312.

PEACOCK,

1\1r. A. J. (continued)Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1530,
2169.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469.
Meat :O;upervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
954, 1754, 1889, 1921, 2539, 2605, 2606,
2607, :i217.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Yorks
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne and 1'Ietropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, ;)938, 3945, 3946,
3947, :)936, ;;9:)7.
Melhourne and Metropolitan Board of \Y orks
Expenditure Validation Rill, 308.
Melbourne Harbor Trust - Representation
of Producing Interests, 32; Hours of Employes, 1990, 2095.
.
Melbourne ~ailol's' Home. Bill, 2189, 2829.
Melboul'lle University - Embezzlement of
Funds, 1300 ; Finances, 3493, 3670 ; Grants,
3885; :Matriculation Entries and Fees,
3885.
Members-Leave to give Evidence, 416.
Mildura Rates Amending Bill. 412.
Minimnm \Vage for Government Employes,
2842.
Minimum \Yage in Public Contracts, 373.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1777, 1778, 1788, 1843, 1845.
Money Lenders Bill, 3062.
.l\1ooroopna Race-courFC Reserve Sale Rill,
1;'500.
Mossiface to Omeo Road. 2856.
l\Ioyston Court-house, 2417.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 205.
Mr. )Iol'rison, P.M., 1714.
1\11'. n. Prout Webb's Positions, 3495, 3499.
Municipal Elections, 9:W.
MUllieipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 2788,

PEACOCK,

:~:357.

MlU1icipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1800.
)[unicipal Subsidy, 493,578.
Municipal Unification, 19;~3.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 447, 451, 452.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celehrations
Expcnditure Bill, 495, 1282, 1289, 1293,
1294.
Obedience to Speaker's Rulings, 668.
Offensive Remarks, 2422.
Ohl-age Pensions, 551, 1716; Instructions to
Magjstrates, 166; Armngements for Payments, 550; Deaths of Pensioners, 877;
Cancellations, 1202; at Footscray, 17661865.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
3751.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 1716, 1767, 1908, 1920,
2037, 2043, 2114, 2115, 2116, 2118, 2126,
2128, 2129, 2130, 2170, 2171, 2174, 2176,
2178, 2179, 2180, 2181, 2183, 2187, 2212,
2213, ~219, 2220, 2221, 2222, 2223, 2224,
2225, 2226, 2228, 2229, 2230, 2232, 223:~,
2234, 22:~5, 2236, 2237, 2243, 2261, 2262,
2264, 2265, 2266, 2369, 2;370, 2371, 2372,
2373, 2447, 2l48, 2451, 2452, 2453, 2455,
2456, 2457, 2459, 2408, 2475, 24i6, 2481,
2482, 2485, 3246.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill (No.
1), 273, 1:367.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill (No.
2), 1367, 1369, 1370, 1371.
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LEG ISLA'l'IVE ASSEMBIJ y,

Mr. A. J. (conli?l1uAlParliament-building'l, Spring-street, 29,3747;
Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 240, 548, 549; Completion of North
and South Wings, 577.
Patent Office, 2497.
Payment of Public ~ervants, lOSS, 1102,1945,
2858.
Personal Explanations-The Hon. J. H.
Abbott, 11.L.C., and the Factories and
Shops Act, 881; Appropriation Bill, 3667,
rolice Department, 1::1:H.
}>ost and Telegraph Officers' Salaries, 169,
732, 1420, 2672 ; Long ~ervice Increments,
169, 268, 1766; Certificates for Promotion,
294; Overtime in Defence Department,
:373, 1594; Promotion of Junior Officers,
800; Employment of Pensioners, 929, 1200 ;
Reclassification, 1158; Promotions in Clerical Division, 1714; Appointments in Ports
and Harbors Branch, 17G5 ; :Mr. Cerutty's
Report, 3241, 3242, :3243.
Printers and N ewspctpers Act, 765.
l)ri vate Members' Business and Want of Con·
fidence in Ministers, 2976, 2977, 2978.
l'roperty Acquisition Bill-Conference of
Premiers, 2803.
Public Service-State Employt's Transferred
to Commonwealth senice, 166, 2U72, 324l.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),
963,974, 976.
Public Sel'vice Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),
2501, :3190, 3191, 375:3, ~7fj8, 3764, 3772,
3778, 3783, :~784,· 3786, 3788, 3789, 3790,
37g1, 3792,3794, 3938,3940, 3956.
Public Senice Board, 1420, 3104.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill,1227.
Public Holidays _. Newport
'Yorkshops
Employes, 3885.
Public 'Vork s Department-Dismissal of
Painters at Govenunent House, 552, 553 ;
Inspectors' Examinations, 1593, 20:39;
Drainage of Moe and Koo-wee-l'up Swamps,
1715, 1903; Wages at :Jlordialloc Creek,
2169, 2211 ; Purchase of Furniture, 2848;
Road Cutting and Clearing at Foster, 3302
Erection antI Reno\'ation of State Schools,
:3526 ; Roads for Orbostshil'e, 3527; Senior
Messenger, 3584.
Puhlic Works Loan Application Bill, 3245,
:~802, 3805, 3810, 3814, 3816, a8H), 3820.
Railway Carriage Lighting, 415, 2368.
Railway Carria~e Lighting CommitteeAllegations against Officers, 2300.
Railway Department-Sunday Trains, 31;
1lr. Mathieson's Visit to Europe and
America, 295; Passes for H.iflemen, 2038;
Suburban Fares, 2039; Jolimont Accident
Claims, 2169, 2210; Examination of Candidates, 2417 ; Carriage of Gl~in, 3504, 3581 ;
Demurrage Charges on Railway Trucks,
3504; Increments, 3633, 363.1.
Railway .Loan Application Bill, 3399, 3820,
3825, 3828, :3829.
Railway Loans-Interest and Expenses, 766.
Railway Management, :~580.
Railway Officers and J~ll1ploy(.s Retiring Bill,
3829.
Railway School Excursions, 1464, 1657.
Railways Loan Bill, 1908, 30.J5, 3:~54, 3356.
Hailways Standing Committee, 3447.
Hec1assification of Shires, 177, 371,492.

'PEACOCK,

PEACOCK,

:Mr. A. J. (continued)-

Reclassifica,tion of Shires Bill, 633, 2168,
2927, 3244.
Reconstruction of the Ministry, 3104.
Hedllction of the Estimates, 3440.
Reform of the State Parliament, ]940.
Registration of Births Deaths ann Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, ~083.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2802.
.Restoration of Lapsed Bills, 248.
Royal Agricultural Show, 1204.
Salaries of Clerk and Clerk-Assistant of
Assembly, 3440, 3442, 344:3.
Salaries of Speaker and Chairman of Committees, 34:i5.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 273,355, :392,396, ;)97, 400,407,410,
411, 3135, 3139, 316~ 3168, 3171, 31S4,
3186, 3187, 3188, 3189, 3928,3956.
Savings Banks Commissioners-Adyances to
Coffee Pctlaces, 374.
Savings Banks Employ6s, 3581.
Scaffolding Inspection Bill. 374, 2368.
Seamen on the West Lothian, 762,844.
Sessional Arrangemen ts- A ppointmen t of
Standing Committees, 227, ~41, ~7 4; Days
and Hours of Meeting, 274, 2672, 2674,
3851, 3951 ; Government Business, ::1584.
~ir Hectol' Macdonald, 1864, 1946.
South Channel, j 528.
S.S. lIIonowai, 2210.
Sta.te Forests-Appointment of Conservator,
70.
State Parliament House--Heating, 135, 136 ;
Accommodation of Members, 548, 2674;
Approaches, 551; Dampness of'Vooclwork,
555 ; Unhealthy Condition of the Building,
1199. 2674; Furniture, 16:J7; Danger from
Fire, 2674.
State School Teachers Bill, 2527, 2900, 2~02,
2905, 2B06, 2908, 2BlO, 2~H2, 2916, 30:36,
3041, :1046, 3u49, W53, 3056, 3058, 3060,
:U25.39.34.
Statuary at the Exhibition, 2608.
Stock Tax, 765, 879.
Suggeste<l Adjournment of the House, 20·U,
2042, 204:3.
Suggested Early Session in 1902, 3669, 388b
5upplementary Estimates, 1:35, 205, 210, 211,
212, 999.
Supply, 1:35,205,210,211,212,466,999, 2883.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2:-367, 2805, 3034.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 2800, 2924, 3:·360.
Testing Batteries for Mining Districts, 129G.
Trac1eCouponsAbolition Bill, 1820,1947, 2:U3.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3140, 3144, 3272, :16:39, 3750, 3832.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 3245, :~:3G1.
Unclaimed Bank Balances. 3955.
Unemployed, 71, 248, 262; Registration in
country Dii:ltricts, 294; at Labour Bureau,
553; Railway Passes, 56:3, 566.
Vegetation Diseases Act, 189G Amendment
Bill,2544.
Vermin Destruction Bill, lil87, 174l.
'Yant of Confidence in Ministers, 2925, 2928,
29:36, 2980, :3010.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2810.
"Vater Supply Expenditure Recoups, 1297.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3:125.
'Vays and Means, 212, 469, 1034, 2884, 36:~6.
Wines Adulteration Act, 767, 871, 1059,
1114, 1129, 1294, 1966.
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 3717, 3719
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Penal Establishments - Statement by Mr.
Prendergast re conveyance by train of
prisoners in prison clothes, 136; question
by Mr. McKen:.lie 1'e inquiry into working
of Penal System, W90; by Dr. Maloney ?'e
treatment of prisoners in Cal:!tlemaille gaol,
:~;-;O;3; vote for Penal Establishments and
Gctols discussed in Committee of ~upply,
:~4ij7; question by .Mr. Prendergast (for
Dr. ;\Ialolley) re cost of maintaining gaolli,
:~:i80.

Pensions-Motion by ~Ir. Prendergast for
return of otlicel'S entitletl to pensions,
agreed to, 2.301; presented, 351:)3. (See
Old-ctUe Pen8ion.s Act.)
Pental Island Leases-Question by Mr. Taverner ?"e renewal of Pental Island leases,
297; subject discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3510.
Personal Exphmations-Ry Mr. Murray, 248;
by :\11'. ~~taughtOll, 579; by Mr. Peacock,
881; by Mr. Bennett. 1204; by Mr.
Kirton, 2040; by Mr. Stanley, 2293; by
Mr. Fotheringham, 2294, 2:362; by Mr.
Gail', 2415; by Mr. Warde, 3245; by 1\11'.
Duffy, 3487; by Mr. Shiels, 3666; by Mr.
~adler, :1719. .
Petitions-From T. F. McDonogh, 495; from
certain public servants in favor of payment
of salaries at shorter intervals, 1068; re
amendment of Coal Mines Bill, 1249;
against opening of Public Library, Museums, and National Gallcryon Sundays,
1524, 1596, 1637, 1716, 1767, 1811, 1865,
1906, 1991, 201:0, 2084, 2097, 2lU8, 2298,
3104; from domestic workers of Victoria,
1622; from Co-operative Coupon Company
Limited, 1811, 1946; ?'e line of railway
from Whitfield to Mahaikah, 1906; from
Charles Brown, trading as the ./:1'ull Value
Coupon Company, 1946 ; from Richard H.
Dowden, 2097; in favour of religious
instruction in State schools, 2468; from
Charles Rose, 2806; from ratepayers of the
united shire of ~ewham, 3749.
Police -Question by Mr. Keast re extra pay of
police in connexion with Commonwealth
celebrations and departure of military
contillgellts, 295; by Mr. Prendergast re
salarieH paid in police force, 494; by Mr.
11cKen:.lie re ad mission to police force of
returned soldiers between 25 and 30 years
of age, 681; by Mr. Hennessy re police
protection in the metropolitan area, 881 ;
motion by ~fr. Wilkins for appointment of
select committee to inquire into and
report upon the methocls of promotion in
the Police Department, and the general
management of the department, 1320;
discussed, 1325; ncgatived, 1345; question
by ~Ir. Tuckcr re extra pay promised to
the polic!! for work done in cOllnexion with
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, 190:~; question by Mr.
Prendergast, a584: hy Mr. Boyd re complaints against constables in West Melbourne, 2:~66; question of pay of police
employed as clerks discussed in Committee
of Supply, :3456; subject of retirement of
Chief Commissioner discussed in Committee
of Supply, 3457; qucstion by Mr. White
?"e case .of ex-detecti ,'e Dowden, 3582.

Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by "jlr. nuggan and read first time, 1717 ;
secon<l reading moved by Mr. Dugga,n,
1870; motion agreed to and Bill passed
through remainiug stages, 1870.
Port ~Ielbourne Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr.
tlangiiter and read first time, 1621;
motion by :Mr. Sangster that Bill be
treated as public Bill, agreed to, 2066;
secoml reading moved by Mr. Sangster.
200(j; Bill read second time and passed
throu~h remaining stages, 20G7.
Port Phillip-Question by :\{r. A. Harris re
depth ancl width of South Channel, 1528.
Postal and Telegraph Department-Question hy
Lt.-Col. Reay as to status of officers in
the postal and telegraph service transfelTefl
to the Commonwealth, 169; by :\1:1'. Duffy
?'C salaries of letter-carriers, H20.
PRENllEJW.\ST, Mr. G. M. (lIJelbo1H'lIe North)
Alexandra Pa,rk Bill, 3844, :3845, :~848.
Analysei'! of Foods and Drinks, 1295.
Appropriation I:Hll, 3636.
Budget, 1673.
Case of \Yalter Reynolds, 3412.
.Chainmen's \Vages, a5:"?4.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3439.
China Naval Contingent, 3505.
Coal Mines Bill, 431, 1810, 1875, 1885, 18S6,
ISS8, 3796, 3799.
Colau ana Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act lS!}8 Amendment Bill, 3636.
Commonwealth Celehrations-Mr. Skinner's
Catering, 164 ; Railway Stand at Prince'sbridge, 637, 7:34.
Conservator of State Forests, 3522.
Constitution Convention Bill, 2581, 2873.
Conveyance of Prisoners in Prison Clothes,
136.
Country Free Libraries, 3463.
Demurrage Charges on Hailway Trncks, 1622,
31)04, :~.j84, 3620.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
An18udment Bill, 1:315, 1377.
Ednuation Act Amendment Bill, 2706, 2716,
2717,2784,3929.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 3941, 3942, :~943, 3914.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment
Bill, 246, 433.
Exemption from Jury Service, 3494.
Factories and Shops Acts-Magisterial Comments, 370; Printers vVages Board Determination, 1421, 2882, 2920; Additional
Trades, 1465; Special Boards, 2408; Coachmakel'H' Board, 2415.
FEderal Referendum Certificates, 2788.
Fees for Affidavits, 3494.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board, 1067.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 36S0.
Game Act Amendment Bill, :3153.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3107, 3108, 3113,
3114, 31H), 3162, aW3.
Government Printing-office, 3499.
.J ustices .\.ct Amendment Bill, 355.
Labourers' En,rnings on Beech Forest Railway,
152S.
I,and Laws Consolidation Bill, 1813.
Libel on the King, 124, 339, 340.
Lieutenant-Governor, :339, 340; Sir John
Madden's Salaries, 1620.
Lieutellallt-Governor's Speech, 52.
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Mr. G. M. (colltinued)Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1751, 1889, 1920, 2593, 2598, 2604, 2607,
3201,3202,3213, 3945.
:Melbourne and Geelong Corporations Acts
Amendment Bill, 247.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Vorks
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2821, 2823,
2826,2827, 3127, in31, 3926.
.
l\Ielbourne Tramways-Municipalities' Power
to Purchase, 1715; fares, 2007.
Memsie Estate, 767.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2845.
Mining Development Acts' Amendment Bill,
1783.
:\100rpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1038, 1043, 1044.
Mossiface to Omeo Hoad, 2854.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1423.
Mr. T. Prout Webb's Positions, 3495.
:Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 33m,
3360.
:Municipal Unification, 1928, 1937.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1288, 1293.
Old-age l'ensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
375l.
Old-age Pension Appeals, 1944.
Old-age Pensions Bill, ~009, 2121, 2123, 2129,
2l;~8, 2141, 2142. 2143, 2170, 2171, 2172,
2176,2177, 2180,2182,2187,2188, 2229,
223;~, 2235, 2238, 2260, 2263, 2264, 2371,
2:H 4, 2433, 2453, 2454, 2458.
Opelling of Public Library, Museum, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 163G.
Parliamentary and Hansa1'd Staffs, 2500,
2501.

Parliament Library, 3447 ; State Papers, 163,
238.
Paspalwn Dilatatnm, 3252.
Patent-office, 3496.
Payment of Public Servants, 1084, 1090, 1103,
1945, 2858, 3-163.
Pental 1sland, 3517.
Police Department, 1333; Extra Pay during
Royal Visit, 3584.
Port Melbourne Loan Bill, 2067.
l'rivate Members' Business, 640, 2977, 3308,
3719.
Public Service-Promotions of Junior Officers,
800. 801; Officers Entitled to Pensions,
2;)01; Mr. Cerutty's Report, 3241.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 967,
975, 3755,3759, 3774,3785, 3786, 3793.
Public "Vorks Loan Application Hill, 3809.
Public Works Tenders-Purchase of Furniture, 2847.
Railway Departluent-Servants' Unions. 165 ;
Increase to Ten-years Employes, 468, 2630 ;
Examination of Candidates, 765, 770, 2415 ;
Use of Trucks, 954 ; Case of Porter Crosbie,
1424, 1596; "Twilighters'" Claims, 1424;
Labourers'\Vages, 1905; CaseofJ. Cameron,
2297 ; Lower-paid Employes' Wages, 2630;
Signalmen'S Hours, ~~302; Holidays and
Passes for Casual Hands, 3303, 3304; Case
of Richard T. Moran, 3.383; "Theat and Coal
Freights, 3620; Increments, 3633; Accidents
at Level Crossings, :3668; Case of John
Howard, 3679; Signalmen'S Pa,y, 3887.
Railway Loan Hill, 8H55
Railway Management, 3620.

PREXDERGMiT,

:\:1:r. G.

~I. (continued)-

Railway Officers and EmploYl's Hetiring Bill,
3831.
Railway Standing Committee, 3447.
Heductioll of Estimates of Expemliture,
~~447.

Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 20n.
Removal of Sand from Sandridge Bend, 171;>.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3437, 3440,
:~442, 34:4:1
Salary of Clerk-Assistant of Assemhly, 3441.
Sayings 13a11ks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3190.
Seamen on the West Lothian. 761, 762, 844.
~ports Betting Suppression Bill, :3919.
State Inebriate Institute, 2463.
State Parliament House-Telephones. 639;
Furniture, 1637; Newspapers in Library,
:~202; Heading-room, 3447; Bill :Files for
:Members, 393s'
State School Teacherd 13m, 2901; 2904, 2911,
3123, 3125.
Sunday Duty at Pentl'idge, 3461.
Supplementary Estimates, 210, 211.
Supply of Fal'lTt Lahourers, 2805, 3034.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 954.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1827, 1975,
1983, 2325,2334. 2889.
Trades Hall Council, 166, 213.
Tramways Act Ext13nsion (St. Kilda) Bill,
1791, 3142, 3145. 3271, 3639. 3840, 3841.
Unemployed, 70, 261.
University-Finances, 3673; Grants, 3885;
Matriculation Entries and Fees, 3885.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill. 2543, 2544.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1742.
Voting Certificates, 267.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1294.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 274; report
brought up, 3888.
Printers and Newspapers Act--Question by Mr.
Ewen Cameron (Po1'tla1ld), re compliance
with Part II. of Act, 765, 878.
Produce, Export of-Question by Mr. Robinson,
re Victorian produce for the British 'Val'
Office, 31 ; by :'.11'. A. Harris, re treatment
of Victorian agricultural products in England, 2926; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portlancl), re accommodation for frozen produce
for export, :3104; hy Mr. A. Harris, 1'C
united action with other tltates, with a view
to forwarding shipments of produce direct
to Glal.'gow, Liverpool, and other seaports,
3581; by Mr. Keogh. 1'e increased accommodation for meat freezing, 3581; by Mr.
Grose, 1'e impro\-ed arrangements for cool
storage, 3955. (See Butter, Leather Industry. Tobacco Industry).
Property Acquisition (Federal) Bill-Question
hy Sir J oh11 11clntY1'e, re conference of
Premiers and Federal Government respecting terms of Property Acquisition Bill,
2803.
Public Accounts, Committee of-Appointed,
274; report brought up, 3888.
Public and Bank Holidays .I!urther Amendment
Bill-Brought in l)y :\11'. Robinson and read
first time, 246; seconll reading moved by
Mr. Robinson. 1225 ; debated, 1227; Bil
witbdrawn, 1232.
Public Health. (See Health, Pubh'c. )
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Public Instruction-Questions by ~Ir. Vale re
promotion and retirement of teachers, 292;
by Mr. Lawson re payment of pensions to
teachers who were trainees at time of
passing of Abolition of Pensions Act, 1881,
411 ; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland) re
delays in carrying out works on State
school buildings, 764; by Mr. Mitchell re
manual training and cookery classes in
country schools, 1157; hy Mr. McLeod
re repairs to State school buildings, 1298 ;
by Mr. 'Wilkins re appointment of teachers
of manual training, 1524; motion by Mr.
Sadler for return of cost of changes proposed under the Government's educational
scheme: agreed to, 2672; question by Mr.
A. Harris re pension rights of certain
State school teachers, 2805; subject of
repairs to State school buildings discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3491,3526; question
by Mr .. Langdon re new school at Appin,
3493; statement by Mr. Ramsay re payment of caretakers of State schools, 3493;
question by Mr. E. D. Williams Te private
work by State school teachers, 3668;
by Mr. l~awson re manual training in State
schools, 3885.
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery
-Motion by Mr. O'Connor affirming that
the Public Library, Museums, and National
Gallery should be open to the public on
Sundays, 1622; debated, 1625; debate
adjourned, 1637; subject discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3462.
Public Serviee-Questions by Dr. Maloney re
status of State employes transferred
to the Commonwealth service, 166; by
Mr. Tucker, 732; by Mr. Duffy, 2671; by
Mr. Prendergast, 3241; by Mr. Ramsay,
3241; by Mr. Tucker, 3242; by Mr. Mackinnon 1"e payment of increments, 168,268 ; by
Mr. J. \,y. Billson re payment for overtime
in connexion with Commonwealth celebrations, 212; re increases of salary of
higher officers in various departments,
212; question by Mr. l\lethven re issue of
certificates for promotion of professional
officers, 294; statement by Lt. -Col. Heay
re payment of increments, 488; questions
by Mr. Bent re deductions from salaries of
public servants for quarters, 870, 1299;
by Dr. Maloney re number of pensioners
employed, 929; question by Sir John
:Mclntyre (for Mr. Staughton) re case
of Mr. RobertFitzgerald, assistant clerk of
courts, 1062; motion by Mr. Prendergast
that all servants of the State be paid
weekly, 1084; discussed, 1088; amendment by Sir John :McIntyre that the word
" weekly" be struck out with a view of inserting "fortnightly," 1097; debate adjourned, 1103; further adjourned, 1945;
quest.ion by Mr. Prendergast, 2858; question by Mr. Hennessy re claims to promotion of officers which had been overlooked
in the reclassification of the service, ll58;
by Dr. Maloney ,-e appointment of pensioners, 1200; by Mr. Keast re appointnIent of Mr. Morrison. P.::\,I., as UnderSecretary, 1202; by Mr. Bent, 1418; by
Mr. Prendergast, 1423 ; by Mr. A. Harris,
1714 ; by Lt.-Col. Reay re promotions in
clerical division, 1714; by Mr. Smith re
appointment of fourth-class officer in Ports

Public Service (continued)and Harbors branch of Public 'Works department, 1765; by Mr. Mackinnon re long
service increments. 1766; by Mr. Bent 1'C
payment for overtime in the Audit-office,
1906; motion by Mr. Beazlev a,ffirming
that "no man in the Governm~nt employment should be paid less than 7s. per day.
except in individual cases for which special
reasons can be given," 2837; debated,
2841; negatived, 2846; motion by Mr.
Robinson for return re appeals against
recommendations of permanent head for
promotion (clerical division), agreed to.
3311 ; question by Mr. Sangster 7'e salaries
of junior messengers, 3498 ; question by Mr.
Methven re appointment of senior messenger in Public Works department, 3584.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),
-Brought in by Mr. Bromley, and read a
first time, 246; statement by Mr. Prender·
gast, 800; by Mr. Peacock, 800; second
reading moved by Mr. Bennett, 960; debated, 963; moti,9n for second reading
lJegati ved, 987.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2)Brought in by Mr. Peacock, and read a
first time, 2501; Lieutenant-Governor's
message brought down and resolution for
an appropriation adopted, :3190-1; sec(ll1u
reading moved .by Mr. Peacock, 375:{;
Bill read secoud time, 3755; considered in
committee, 3755; third reading, 3794;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3925; amendments dealt
with, 3938-40; amendments recommendeu
by the Governor agreed to, 3936.
Public Service Board - Question hy :Mr.
Belmett re continuance of Public Sen'ice
Board, 1419; by Mr. Grose 1"C constitution
of the Board, 31Ot.
Public 'Vorks Department-Question by 1\11'.
Foster re method of appointing inspectors
of public works, 1593; by Mr. J. W.
Billson, 2039; statement by Mr. Bennett
re wages of workmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2168; by Mr. Tucker, 2168; by Lt.-Col.
Heay, 2169 ; by Mr, Peacock, 2169 ; question
by Mr. Barbour, 2211; by Mr. Lazarus re
cost of Era graders, 3103 ; by Mr. Langdon,
re cost of work done by Era graders, 3244, ;
by Mr. Prendergast (for Dr. Maloney) re
suspension of public works at Foster, 3:302;
vote for public works and buildings discussed in committee of supply, 3525.
Public '\-Vorks Loan Application Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Peacock, and read first time,
3245; second reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 3802; debated, 3804; Bill read second
time, 3805 ; considered in committee, 3805 ;
third reading, 3819; amendment after
third reading, 3819.
Queen Victoria, Death of- Motion by Mr.
Peacock for transmission of an address to
His Majesty King Edward VII., expressing
sympathy at the death of Queen Victoria,
and congratulating His Majesty on his
accession to the throne, 17; seconded by
Mr. Irvine, and agreed to, 18 ; motion by
Mr. Peacock for the adoption of an address·
to the Lieutenant-Governor, requesting His
Excellency to forward the first-mentioned
address for presentation to the King, agreed.
to, 18; acknowledgment of address, 270_
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Queenscliff Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Duggan, and read first time, 2097 ;
Lieutenant - Governor's message brought
down and resolution for appropriation
adopted, 2169; second reading moved by
Mr. Duggan, 2538; Bill read second time,
and passed through remaining stages,
2538.
Rftubits- Question by Mr. Foster re. suppression
of rabbit pest on Crown lands in Gippsland
]~ast, 1066; by nfr. Madden (for Dr.
J\IcInerney) 1'e cost of destroying rabbits
on Crown lands in the shire of :Mansfield,
1421.
RaihvayConstrnction-Questions by Mr. Forrest
re construction of a line from Forrest to Bar1'amunga, 293; by )11'. Bent 1'e extension of
St. Kilda line to Brighton viti Elwood, 638 ;
by Mr. Brown 1'e report of Railways
Standing Committee on proposcd crosscountry railway, 799, 120l ; by Dr. McInerney re construction of line from Whitfield
to Mahaikah, 1201 ; by Mr. A. Harris 1'e
extension of Neerim railway, 1765; by Mr.
Vale re construction of Newtown to Pitfield
line, 1862. (See :J.'ocu1nwal Railway, and
Whitfield to J.lfahaikah Railway y' also,
Parliamenta1'Y Standing Com,mittee on
Railn·ays. )
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Murray re yisit of the late Commissioner of
l~ailways (Mr. Mathieson) to Europe and
America, 209; by 1\011'. Langdon, 294; by
l\[r. Brown re expenditure on railway lines,
412; statement by 1\11'. Brown 1'e management of department, 468 ; question by 1\[1'.
Brown re railway material and stores
purchased in 1900-1, 720; re railway
reveuue account, 721; by ~Ir. 'Bennett re
system of renting refrcshment-rooms, 733 ;
by :'.11'. Brown re interest and expenses on
railway loans and advances to the department for stores suspense account, 766;
motion by' Mr. Vale for appointment of
select committee to inquire into and report upon the system of promotion in the
Railway department and its general management, financial and otherwise, 794:;
discussed, 796; agreed to, 798; motion by
::VIr. Vale that committee have leave to
report minutes of evidence from time to
time, agreed to, 1300; progress report
brought up, 2858; motion by Mr. Brown
for return re Treasury paymen ts and
credits, agreed to, 870; presented, 870;
question by Mr. Bent re architects'
charges for railway works, 1247; by Mr.
Vale re erection of rolling mills, 1527;
by Mr. Bent re claims in connexion with
.J olimont railway accident, 2169, 2211,
2298; statement by Mr. Gair ?'e compensation for railway accidents, 2420; by Mr.
Ramsay, 2420; question hy :Mr. Taverner
re system of management of Railway department, 2459; by ~fr. Holden, re payment by Commonwealth for services rendered by station-masters acting as postma-sters, 2460; by Dr. Maloney re appointment of Railways commissioners, 2748:
by Mr. Downward re contracts for Gippsland coal, 3240; by Mr. IT. Vl,r. ~fason,
3383; allowance to department for carriage of grain at reduced rates, discussed
in Committee of ::Supply, 3502; question
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Railway Department (continued)by ~Ir. Taverner, 3381 ; vote for department discussed in Committee of Supply,.
3540 ; motion by Ml'. H. R. 'Villiams to
reduce the vote by £600, as an intimation
that the salary of the acting commissioner
should not be increased, 3543; debated,
3544; withdrawn, 3586; motion by Mr.
Bent to reduce vote by Is. as an intimation that the Railways Estimates should be'
reduced, 3586; uebated, 3589; agreed to,
3634; question by Mr. Kirton re discussion
on management of the department, 3580;
by ~lr. Prendergast (for Dr. Maloney) re
ne~otiations with :\Jr. Kirkcaldie, of New
So~~th Wales, with respect to his appointment as a commissioner of rail ways, 3580 ;
by Sir J ohn ~iclntyre, 3749; by Mr.
Smith 1'e adoption of electric traction on
suburban railways, 3584; by :'.11'. Prendergast 1-e accidents at level crossings, 3668 ;
by:\lr. McKenzie 1'e burning off on railway
reserves, 3669; by Dr. Maloney re offering
a bonus for an invention to prevent railway accidents, 3886.
Employe!> - Question by Mr. Ewen
Cameron
(Portland) rc employment
of casua.l hands in country districts,
72; by ~rr. Lawson re payment to
railway employes of 7s. per day after
completion of ten years' service, 163; by
~lr, Prendergast 1'e recognition by Deputy
Railways Commissioner of officers of unions
of railway servants, 165; statement by Mr.
Prendergast, 213; by Mr. Smith Te claims.
of " twilighters" to pensions, 168; by Mr.
Brown re bonuses paid to certain officers in
connexion with Mr. Mathieson's trip to
Europe, 208; by Mr. Keast re work of
line repairers, 205 ; re dismissal of employes
at Newport workshops, 296; question by
Mr. 'Yarde re register of employes, 297,
414; motion by Mr. Bennet.t for appointment of select committee to inquire into
the case of \Valter Reynolds, la,te chie £
clerk, 331 ; discnssed, :~33; agreed to, 334 ;
motion by Sir ,J ohn McIntyr~ that committee have le~tVe to report minutes of
evidence from time to time, agreed to, 374 ;
report of select committee brought up,
1863; questions by Mr. Bennett, 2297,
2924; motion by ~Ir. Bennett affirming.
that recommendations of select committee
should be carried out, 3393; debated, 3:~98 ;
negatived, 3429; statement by Mr. Prendergast re payment to employes who had
completed ten years of service, 468; motion
by :Mr. l\fetlwen for return re vacancies in
the department and numher of casual or
temporary employes, agreed to, 577;
questions by Mr. J. W. Billson re pay~
ment of men elllployed on the Collingwood railway line for holidays during recent
festivities, 6:36; by ~lr, Bennettre appointmentof)'Ir, J.A Robertson as Deputy Assistant Chief Traffic Manager, 767 ; statement
by Mr. Prendergast, 770; statement by
~lr. Trenwith re motion given notice of by
~Ir. Kirton 1'e payment of overtime to railway employes in connexion with the Commonwealth festivities, 799; question by
Mr. Fink re case of .J oseph Hall, 872;·
statement by Mr. Irvine, 874; questions
by Dr. :Maloney, 3886; by Mr. t:imith re
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Railway Department (continued)claims of " twilighters" to pensions on retirement from service, 878; by Mr. Prendergast, 1424; statement hy ~fr. Trenwith,
11)91.; question by Mr. "'\Varcle. 2i}62; by
Mr. :Ramsay ?'e case of Neil OlIsen, 1067,
H6H4; by .Mr. Murray ?'e wages of exgangers a,ppointed as fencers, 1156; by :Mr.
t:;angster rc casual labourers at Spencerstreet, 120:3; by Dr. :Maloney Te hours of
work of railway employes during August,
1422; re increase of wages of employes receiying 6s. per day, 1423; by :\lr. Prenclergast 1'1'< case of Porter Crosbie, 1224; by
Mr. Beazley re earnings of labourers on the
"Beech Forest line, 1527 ; motion by Mr.
Prendergast for papers in the case of Porter
Crosbie, agreed to, 1596 ; question by Mr.
Prendergast re wages paid to labourers on
vVoomelang line, 1905; by .Mr. Prendergast (for Dr, Maloney) re increased work
(lone by signalmen in connexion with Melbourne Cup traffic, 2030; re employment
,of lads in block recording at signal boxes,
2040; by:Mr. Grose (for Mr. ::\litchell) re
number of trains running on ~undays and
the number of men employed, 2096; by
Mr. Fotheringham re scheme of reclassifi·
cation of railway employ~s, 2097; by:\'fr.
EWell Oameron (PoTtlalld) 2460; by )'fr.
Brown ?'(' punishment of employes in C011nexio11 withJ olimont railway accident, 2211 j
by Mr. Warde as to recognition of services
of driver and fireman of the up train in the
Jolimont accident, 2296; by ::\11'. FotheringlHLm ?'e pay of casual employes in Existting Lines Branch, 2297; by Mr. Prenclergast re case of J. Cameron, fitter, 2297; by
::\Ir. Mackinnon, 3244; by Mr. Robinson
(for ~Ir. Ewen Cameron (Portland) ?'e classification of acting clerks, 2629; by Mr.
Prendergast ?'e giving effect to proposals
agreed to by the House on 30th January, 1900,
for the payment of wages fortnightly, and
increase of wages t.o permanent-way lllen
and porters, 2li30 ; by ~rr. Smith re hours
·of signalmen at metropoli' an stations, 2927 ;
by Mr. Ramsay re position of persons employed continuously since 1893 as day
labourers, 3244; by Mr. Pren')ergast ?'e
honrs of signalmen at Canterbury and
Surrey Hills, 3:302; re holiday and pass
privileges of casual hands, 330:3, 3580; by
':\f r, Warde?'e wages of carriage builders,
2489; motion hy Mr. Prendergast for pro(luction of papers in the case of R. T.
:\'Joran, late locomotive engine-driver,
agreed to, 3583; question by .Mr. J. 'V.
Billson re adoption of eight hours system,
3583; by Mr. Langdon re holidays and
overtime of engine-drivers and firemen,
:3668 ; motion by 1fr. Kirton affirming that
the eight hours system should be observed
in the case of all railway employes who
work continuously more than eight hours
pel' day, 3674; debated, 3676; motion
amel1rled and agreed to, 3679; question by
Mr. Prendergast re case of John Howard,
3G79 ; hy ~fr. :\lackinllon (for ~lr. :Ramsay)
?'e holiday at Newport work~hops on 26th
Jan uary, 3885 ; by l\I r. Prendergast ?"e
wages of signalmen, 3887.
Examination Wl,rl ,"'P}l'.rtion of Candidates
f01' Employment-l::ltatell1ent by Mr. Vale re

Railway Department (continued)method of selecting candidates for employment in department, 340 f subject discussed,
340-348; question by Mr. McthYen, 765;
statement by Mr. Methven, on motion for
adjournment of the House, ~768 ; subject
rlit-lcussed, 770-783; question by Mr.
Methven re examination of rejected camlidates, 928; questions by Mr. Robinson ?'e
examination of engine-cleaners, 3G9; by
Mr. La·wson re medical fees charged to
applicants for permanent employment,
11m; by Mr. Tucker re delay ill informing applicants for employment of their re,
jection, 2296; statement hy Prendergast,
re alleged favoritism in the selection of
candidates for employment, 2415; by Mr.
Bromley ?"e preference given to ex-tramway employes applying for employment,
2417; by Mr. Gail' re engineering students,
25B2; statement by Mr. Sadler re eyesight tests, 2875; subject discussed, 2876.
Exi8tinIJ Lines-Question by Mr. W. H.
'Villiams re earniugs of St. Kilda line, 370 ;
by Mr. Lawson re re-laying of lines in the
Castlemaine district, 412; by Mr. Langdon (for Mr. Brown) ?'e cost of regrading
lines. 549, 633; by Mr. Bowser re gates at
crossings on Whitfield line, 6:n; by Mr.
Mackinnon (for Mr. W. H. 'Villiams) re
revenue and working expenses of St. Kilda
line, 152(:i; motion by Mr. \V. H. Williams
for return of cost of Flemington race-course
line and revenue thereon, agreed to, 1866 ;
presented,3393; question by Mr. Mitchellre
improvements at Bung Bong, 1989 ; motion
by Mr. Gair for return of revenue on
Preston line, agreed to, 2806; presented,
30:35.
Fires-Question by Mr. Keogh 1'e expenditure in connexion with claims for compensation for damage by fire at Heyfield, 37:3 ; by
Mr. Bowser re precautions to prevent bush
fires arising from railway engine spa.rks,
32:n; statement by .Mr. Madden (on
motion for adjournment of the House) re
expediency of planting a suitable grass
(paspalmn dilata,tum) by the department to
prevent the spread of fires by sparks from
engines, 324li; subject discussed, 3248;
statement by Mr. Langdon, 3489 : subject
further discllssed, 3490; statement by Mr.
Matlden, 3530.

F?'eilJhts and Fan~-Question by Mr.
Dowser Te freight on wine, 166 j motion by
Mr. Langdon for returnrelocal railway rates
on grain, agreed to, 316; question by Mr.
Langdon re return 579; return presented,
li40 ; question by Mr. Smith re anomalies
suburban fares, 735; question by Mr.
Sadler re cheap fares for miners, 763; hy
Dr. Maloney re reduction of fares on Ali.
Kil<la line, 875; by Mr. Bowser re concessions to the fish protection societies,
927; by Mr. :Ramsay (for Mr. Keast) re
reduction of suburban radius, 928; by Mr.
Bent 1'e cheap fares for workmen, 1062;
by 1'11'. Keast 1'e reduction of local rates on
Uembrook line, 1296 j statement by Mr.
Kerr (on motion for adjournment of the
House) ?'e extension of concession with respect to miners' tickets from 25 to 50 miles,
1301; subject discussed, 1302-7 ; question
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R'tilway Department (continue(Z)by Mr. Kerr, 1865 ; motion by Mr. Pren·
dergast for return ?'e demurrage charges
on railway trncks, agreed to, lU22; ques·
tion by Mr. Prendergast, 3584; return
presented, 3674; question by Mr. Bent ?'e
revision of suburban railway fares, 1866,
2039, 2418, 2500 j by Mr. Holden re week·
end excursion's fares from 8tations within
!) miles of important centres, 20!)G; by Mr.
Bowser re differential freight imposcd by
New South \Vales on Victorian wine sent
by rail to Sydney, 2363; by Mr. MetllYen
7'e fares to northern suburbs, 2748; statemcnt by Mr. Bent ?'e fares on Brighton
line, 32:~9; by Mr. A. A. Hillson Te freight
on wool from Albury a,nd \V odonga, respectively, 3240, 3.)79 j grain freights elis·
cussed in Committee of Supply, 3;'502;
"luestion by Mr. Taverner ?'e demurrage
charges on trucks, 3889 ; subject discussed,
3890.
GOO(ZS T1'~tfic-Questioll by 1\11'. Holden
1'e method of checking and \veighing prod lice
a.t 'Williamstown, ~43; motion by Mr.
Langdon for appointment of select com·
mittee to inquire into and report upon the
question of handling grain in bulk, agreed
to, 246: motion by Mr. Langdon tlw,t
committee have leave to report minutes of
evidence from time to time, agreed to, 374 ;
motion by Mr. Langdon for a message to the
Legislative Conncil requesting that leave
l)e glven to the Hon. '1'. Brunton and the
Han .•T. Bell to give e\'idence before the
committee, agreed to, 49.); anllouncement
hy the Speaker, 555; question by Mr.
Langdon re delays in conveying, weighing,
and handling produce, 296; motion by
Mr. Hennessy for return ?'e wheat carried
on North-Eastern and Goulburn Valley
lines, and revenue therefrom, agreed to,
416 ; presented, 640.
Passengel' rPm:.fjic - Question hy 1h~.
lvIcKenzie re running Sunday trains without
theconscll t of the Governor in Council, 31 ; by
Mr. W. H. Williams 1'e sale of bath tickets
fL'Om Melbourne to St. Kilda, 721 ; by Mr.
Bailes re school excursions, 1247, 1418;
motion by Mr. Bailes affirming that the
refusal of the Acting Commissioner of Railways to run school excursion traius OIl 11th
November in country districts was not
justified, and that the Minister of Railways
requisition the acting cOlllmissioner to
arra,nge for the running of such trains in
the future, 1460; discussed, 1464; with·
drawn, 1465; question by Mr. Lazarus ?'e
running of picnic trains on certain holidays
outside the 20 miles radius of Melboul'l1e,
1705; statement by :'Ifr. H R. -Williams "e
passes for riflemen, 2038; by Mr. Peacock,
~038 ; question by ;\11'. Grose re cost of
railway passes granted to members of rifle
clubs attending annual ma.tches, 2096; by
Mr. H. R. Williams re free passes to
{!ompetitors in Victorian Rifle Associatioll
matches, 2363.
RollillrJ Stock-Motion by ~rr. Tucker for
appointment of select committee re railwa.y
carriage lighting, 414; agreed to, 415 ; motion hy:Mr. Tucker for milllltes of e\'idence
taken before the select cOlllmittee on railway carriage lighting, appointed on 22ud
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Railway Department (conthmed)August, 1900, agreed to, 579; minutes of
evidence presented, 579; progress report
brought up, 221)!); statement by Mr. Pea.cock,2368 ; committee's report hl'ought up,
39JJ; question by Dr. :;\lalolley 1'e lielfacting handles to carriage aoors, 733, 920 ;
by ~lr. Bailes re "half-decker" carria,ges
on the l3en(ligo line, 1294; by Mr. ~lllith
1'e cast·off railway carriages, 1088; by ~h·.
McKenzie Te supply of sheep and cattl(l
trueks, 2307; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (POI'/land) 1'e supply of extra, sheep trlH.:ks, 2G31.
Station Accommo(lation-- Questions by ::\1 1'.
Lawson re improvements at Castlemainc
station, !G3, 877 ; by Mr. Bent re improye·
ments at Sandringham station, !GS ; by ~Ir.
Warde 1'e shelter boxes for ticket collectors,
lOG8; by Mr. '\Thite Te llew station at
Albert Park, 1246; by Mr. Eo H. Cameron
1'e station improvements at Healesyille,
1246; by 1\11'. Bent "e clock at Flinders·
street station, 1529.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act-Question by
:Mr. A. Harris re amendment of Act, 8'iO ;
by Mr. Kerr 1'e money paid by trusts for
land required for ra.ilway purposes, 1199.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Brought in hy
'\'lr. Peacock, and read first time, 3393;
second reading moved by Mr. Peacock,
3820; Bill read second time, 3820; COllsidered in committee, 3820; third reading,
3829.
Railway Loan Bill-Brought in by 1\11'. Peacock,
and read first time, 190R; Lieutenantlioverl1or's message brought down, and
resolution for appropriation atloptell, 303,) ;
second reading moved hy 1ft'. Peacock,
3354; dehated, :3354; Bill read secon(1
time, :3:356; considered in committee, 3336;
third reading, 3357.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring BillBrought in hy Mr. Tremnth, allcll'ead first
time, 3385; Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 3829; second reading moved by
:;.\11'. Trenwith, 3829; debated, :3830; Bill
read second time, 3831; considered in com·
mittee, 3831; third reading, 3S32.

-:\Tr. A. G. C. (TVilliam8town)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3545.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3908.
Buoymaker's Assistant, 3525.
China K,wal Contingent-Issue of Medals,
3886.
Constitution Convention Bill, 757.
Dockyard Foreman, 3525.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2684, 2711,
2776.2782.
Eight HOlll'S System in the Raihvay Department, :3678.
Estimates, 3446.
Fifth Victorian Contingent, 186:l
Lieutenant-Govel'l1or's Speech, 6.).
Meat Snpen'ision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1752, 1925, 2581),2590.
:Melboul'l1e and Metropolitan Board of \Y orks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3947.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, :3133.
:Municipalities Commonwealth Celebratiolls
Expenditure Bill, 1~91.
Old· age Pensions Bill, 2054, 2186, 2473.

RAMRAY,
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RA;\ISAY, Mr. A. G. C. (continued)Payment of Public Servants, 109S.
Police Department, 1337.
Public Holidays and Newport ·Workshops
Employes, 3885.
Public Servants Classification-Mr. Cerutty's
Report, 3241Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3808.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 776; Eyesight Tests, 2876; Suburban
Hadius, 928; Case of Neil Ohlsen, 1067,
3634; Suburban Fares, 2420; Day L:t.bourers,
:~244.

Rail way Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3830, 8832.
Ra.lary of Clerk of Assembly, 3446.
~avings Banks Act Further Amendment Bill,
395, 3188.
Nports Betting Suppression Bill, 3921.
~tate School Caretakers, 349:~.
•
State School Teachers Bill, 2905.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2889, 2893.
Unamployed, 2:58.
Wages of Seamen on Lady Loch, 3525.
\Vant of Confidence in :\linisters, 3004.
\Varrnambool Land Bill, 2814.
REAY, Lt.-Col. \V. '1'. (East Bourke Boro7l(jks)
Advances to Local Bodies, 249l.
Alexandra Park Bill, 385l.
Budget, 1473, 169l.
City Court Visitor's Allowance, 3463.
Coal Mines Bill, 3796.
Common wealth Postal and Telearaph Service
0 '
267.
Conservator of State Forests, 3:52l.
Constitution COHvention Bill, 697 2500 2577
2858.
'
,
,
"Cup" Day Adjournment, 241ll.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2683, 2698,
2716, 2766, 2781, 3074.
Exported Produ.::ts Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1367.
Factories and Shops Act-Additional Trades
1466.
'
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, :3700.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3154.
Uold Buyers LicensilJg Bill, :3121.
House, Estate, and Fiuancial Agents Licensing liill, 1238.
Libel on the King, 133.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 63.
:\larine Act Further Amendment Bill, 2539.
~Iarriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469.
~feat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1754,1921,2597, 3215,3945.
~Ielboul'Ile Sailors' Home Bill, 2823, 2826.
~lunicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1288, 1290.
~eglected Children's Department, 2026.
Old-age PensiOlls Bill, 2027, 2119, 2126,2142,
2143, 2172, 2178, 2179, 2188, 2189. 2212,
2217, 222:~, 22:·W, 2234, 2235, 2237, 2251,
2259, 2264, 2266, 2267, 2368, 2371, 2376,
2453, 2454, 2458, 2471, 2473, 2475, 2479,
248:3, 2484.
Old-age Pensions Further Proyision Bill (No.
2), 1369, 137l.
Overtime in Defence Department, 373.
Pa.yment of Public Servants, 1092.
l>enal Establishments, 3457; Escape of Prisoners from Pentridge, 3457; Sunday Duty
of Vi al'dBrS, 3459.

REAY, Lt. -Col. "V. T. (continuecl)Proclamation of Vaccination Districts, 2927.
Public Service-Post and Telegraph Officers"
Salaries, 169; IncL'ements, 468; Promotions
in Clerical Division, 1714.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),.
976,980.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),.
37G~ 3767, 3771, 3779, 3790, 3939.
Public 'Yorks Department-Wages of \Vorkmen at Mordialloc Creek, 2H)9; Erection
and Renovation of State Schools, 3526.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 774; Suburban Fares, 3619.
Railway Loa.n Application Bill, 3826.
Railway Management, 3619.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill~
3831.
Heform of the State Parliament, 1941.
i-tegistration of Births Dea,ths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2076.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3442, 3446.
::::avings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, :~96, 3176, 3189, 3928,
Sports Betting Suppression Rill, 3916.
~tate Inebriate Institute, 330.
State School Teacher!'! Bill, 2898,2899, 2902,
2909, 2911, 2918, 3057, 3059, 3060, 3125,.
3~)30.

Stock Tax, 843, 879.
Supplementary Estimates, 211, 212.
Supply, 468.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1834, 1975,
1981, 289l.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
:3750.
Unemployed, 251; Railway Passes, 562.
Univel',ity Frauds, 3i62.
Unusecl Roads Leasing Bill, 2394, 2401, ~403.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
liill, 2543.
\Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 3007.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3351>
:~352.

Whitfield to Ma,haikah Railway Bill, 3316.
Wilcl Dogs Destrudion Bill, 462, 463, 465.
Wine Industry, 3537.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3309.
Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed,
274; motion by Mr. Brown that Committee·
have lel1ve to sit on days on which the
House does not meet, agreed to, 3104.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act 1890 Further Amendment BillBrought in by Dr. Maloney, and read first
time, 247; second reading moved by Dr.
:Maloney, 2067; debated, 2071; Bill rea<l
second time, 2080; considered in committee,
2080; third reading. 2084.
Returned Victorian Soldiers-Ques~ion by Mr.
Mackinnon ?'e ret.urned Victorian soldiers
incapacitated from work, 768; statement by
Mr. Bent re case of Mr. Williams, 1529;
question by Mr. Argyle re employment of
returned soldiers, 293; by ~lr. Staughton,.
6:~a; hy Mr. Langdon, 2365; by Mr~
Grose, 3668.
Rom~so~,

Mr. ARTHuR (Dundas)
Beekecpers' Licences, :372.
Budget, 1653.
Coal Mines Bill, 3799
Constitution Convention Bill, 575, 580.
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Mr. ARTHUR (continued)Educa.tion Act Amendment Bill, 2775, 2777.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 246, 3941, 3942, 3943, 3944.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1140, 1191, 1309, 1346, 135:3, 1361.
Federal Conventions Elections, 245.
·Government and Municipal Debentures,
1523.
Hours of Meeting, 2672.
House, Estate, and Financial Agent's Licensing Bill, 1238.
Justices Act. Amendment Bill, 276, 315, 353.
Licensed Victuallers' Trade Coupons, 1764.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 385.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2203.
Mount William Gold-field, 550.
Municipal Hating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 247, 1791, 3707.
Municipal Unification, 1931.
-DId-age Pensions Bill, 20Hi, 2175, 2383,2421,

RO.BINSON,

242~.

Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1630.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 246, 1225, 1232.
Public Service Classification, 3311.
Railway Candidates Examination, 369.
'Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 399, 3138, 316.3, 3180, 3190.
-State Forests, 3105.
State Parliament House-Temperature of
Assembly Chamber, 2672 .
.Suggested Special Session in 1902 for Constitutional Heform, 3885.
'Taxing Master, 493,
"Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1979, 2319,
2333.
'Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3711.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2389.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1382,1719, 3928.
Victorian Produce for the British Waroffice, 31.
WaJlt of Confidence in Ministers, 2958.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2815.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 464:.
Mr. J. T. (Grenville)
Coal Mines Bill, 428, 430.
Constitution Convention Bill, 648.
'Education Act - Cost of Proposed New
Scheme, 2672.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2677, 2678,
2686, 2687, 2707, 2709, 2774, 2776, 2777,
2778, 2788, 3070, 3073.
Factories and Shops Act-Additional Trades,
1466.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3696, 3719.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 2387.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1772, 1843, 1846, 1868, 1869, 1870.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2222, 2236.
Personal Explanation, 3719.
Hailway Department-Examination of Candidates, 340; Eye sight Tests, 2875;
Miners' Tickets, 763, U{o2.
'~avings Banks Acts Further ,\mendment Bill,
, 394.
State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 2899, 2907,
2909,2911, 2913,2915, 2920, 3049, 3061.

"SADLER,

Sailors' Home.
Bill.)

(See ltlelbollrne Sa il01'.s , Home
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Sand-Question by Mr. Prendergast re removal
of sa.nd from Sandridge Bend, 1715.
St. Kilda, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of Men: bel' in· place of Sir George
Turner, who had accepted an office of profit
under the Crown, announced, 17; election
of Mr. "V. H. Williams announced, 17;
Mr. "V. H. Williams introduced and
sworn, 17.
Mr. GEORGE (Port lWelbourne)
Alexandra Park Bill, 3846.
Bush Fires and RailwH,y Engine Sparks, 3250.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3421.
Coal Mines Bill, 1810.
Death of Mr. Staughton, M.P., 1143.
Death of the Hon. J. A. 'Yallace, l\f.L.C.,
2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2770, 2788.
Libel on the King, 132
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1871,
1873,3937.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1927.
Melbourne and \f etropolitan Board ot Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 30H.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2643, 282f>,
2832, 28;~3, 3127, 3128, ~134, 3926.
Moorpanyal L1tnd. Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1042.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2171, 2li6, 2178, 2181,
2185, 2219, 2480, 2484.
Paspalmn Dilatatnm, 3250.
Payment of Public Servants, 1097.
Police Department, 1335.
Port Melbourne :Loan Bill, 1621, 2066, 2067.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 97.>,
:3780, 3940.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3807.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 3l5; Caiilual Employes at Spencerstreet, 1203; Eyesight Tests, 2877.
Reduction of the Estimates of Expenditure,

SANGSTER,

3444.

References to Previous Decisions of the House,
345.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3444.
Salaries of Junior Messengers, 3498.
Sand. Area Roads at Port Melhourne, 3523.
~eamen on the We.st Lothian, 7GO.
Shipwright Surveyor to the Marine Board,
:~452.

Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3919.
State School Teachers Bill, 2917, 3047.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 204:2.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2813.
Savings Banks'-:'Question by Mr. Foster re
loans by Saving Banks Commissioners, 374 ;
by Mr. A. Harri!'l1'e alleged illegal charges
in connexion with loan to a farmer, 106:1 ;
by Mr. Duffy re method of appointing
employes of the saving banks, 3581.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill
-Brought in by .:\'rr. Peacock and read
first time, 278; second 't'eading moved by
Mr. Peacock, 355; debated 359 ; agree~l
to, 366; Bill considered in committee.
391, 3135, 3163; t,hird reading, 3189;
amendment after third reading, 3190;
returned from Legislative Council with an
amendment, 3635 ; mnenclment disagreed
with, 3928; amendment recommended by
the Governor agreed to, 3956.
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Rcaffolding Inspection Bill-Brought in by)lr.
Peacock and read first time, 374; question
by 111'. Mackinnon, 2367; Bill discharged
from paper, 385l.
Seamen, Treatment of - Statement hy ~rr.
Sangster re treatment of seamen on
ship West Lothian, 760; by Mr. Prendergast, 761; by Dr. :Maloney, 762; by Mr.
Peacock, 762; further statement by Mr.
Prenderg,~st, 844; by Mr. Peacock, 844.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Peacock, 3947; by Sir John Mdntyre, 3948 j
by ~fr. McKenzie, 3949; by Mr. Bromley,
3949; by Mr. Fotheringham, 39i50; by
the Speaker, 3950; by Mr. Beazley, 3950.
I-iession, N ext-Question by Mr. Smith 1'e
holding of an early session next year,
3668, by Mr. Robinson re special session
of Parliament next year to discuss amendments in the Constitution, 3885,
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of days
and hours of sitting, 274; motion by Mr,
Peacock that the House meet at two
o'clock. on Wednesday and Thursday for
the remainder of· the session, 2672; debated, 2672; agreed to, 2676; motion by
Mr. Peacock that for remainder of session
the House meet on Friday, 3;n1 ; debated,
3:,ll; agreed to, 3312, (See Busine8s,
O,.de1' oj:)

Shepparton Agricultural Show-Question by
.Mr. Brown 1'e adjournment of House in
consequence of Shepparton Agricultuml
I-ihow, 2066,
Mr. VVILLIAM (Nonnanby)
Amendments on Motion to go into Committee
of Supply, 2866.
Appropriation Bill, 3666.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3417.
Constitution Convention Bill, 604, 679, 815.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 1LL,C.,
20H7.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2676, 2678,
2765.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3258, 3261.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3681.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill,2637, 3106,3109,
3156, :3158,
Hours of Meeting, 2672, 2674. .
Library Committee, 227.
::\Iarriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 368.
)[unicipalities' Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 445, 449.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2565, 2566.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 3746.
Persona'! Explanation, 3666.
Private Members' Business, 2977,3310, 3670.
Proposed Diversion of the Goulburn River,
3679.
Public t'ervice Acts Amendment Bill, 3775,
3776.
Railway Loan Bill, 3354,
Railway Passes for the Unemployed, 566.
Reflection on the Prime !\1:inister of the Commonwea.lth, 177.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3137, 3166, 3171, 3173, 3186.
Second Reading Speeches in Committee, 2678.
~tate Inebriate Institute, 3488.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2672; Danger of Fire, 2674.

SIlIELS,

:JII'. \VILLI.UI (continued)Suggested Adjournment of the Honse, 2041.
Supply, 468.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda}·
Bill, 3145, 3750, 3751.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2395,
Want of Confidence ill Ministers, 2977, 2980 ;
Reflections on Individual Ministers, 2982,
Warrnamhool Land Bill, 2641, 2809.
\Vetter ~upply Loans Application Bill, 3~24_
Whitfield to 1bhaikah Railway, 2565, 2566.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 435, 462, 463.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3717.
.

SIIIELS,

Shires, Reclassification of-Question by 1fr.
Brown re introduction of Bill for the
reclassification of shires, 177; by Mr.
HoMen, 371, 492, 633; by Mr, McKenzie,
2168; by :Mr, Keogh, 2927, 3243,
SMITH, ~fr, THOMAS

(Emerald Hill)

Advances to Local Bodies, 2489.
Case of Walter Iteynolds, 3410.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Contractor's
Accounts, 135,
Constitution Convention Bill, 603,740.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2412.
Death of ~Ir. Anderson, ~LP" 79.
Despatch of Business, 2066.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 277l.
Electoral Registrars' Allowances,
1528~
3453,
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
24lO.
Fire Appliances for High Buildings, 106l.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3112.
Libel on the King, 121, 132.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2820.
:Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2844.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations.
Expenditure' Bill, 1289.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2116, 2134, 2178, 2181,
2215,2263,
Payment of Public Servants, 1090.
Ports and Harbors Appointments, 1765.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3805.
Rail way Uepartment-"Twilighters' "Claims,
168, S78; Cost of Carriages, 1988; Hours
of Signa.lmen at Metropolitl!1.n Stations,.
2927 ; Electric Traction on Suburban Lines,
:~;i84, 3593; Increments, 3593; Fares, 731,
:~5!)a.

Railway I_o~tn Application Bill, 3824,
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 398, 406, 3181.
State Inebriate Institute, 327.
State School Teachers Bill, 2916.
Suggested Early Session in 1902, 3668.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1976, 1978,
2328.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,.
3841.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 2543.
South Africa, 'Yar in-Question by Mr. Ramsay re punishment of troopers of Fifth
Victorian Contingent in South Africa, 1863;
statement by Mr, Murray re purchase by
Imperial Government of oats and hay for
South Africa, 2978; by Mr. Morrissey~
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South Africa, \Var in (continued)2079 ; question by Mr. Vale re offer of
further contingent for South Africa, 330:1;
motion by Mr. Vale that the HOURt1
" regrets that the Federal Government has
declined to oirer the Imperial Government
unasked, the services of an Australian contingent for South Africa," 3680; debated
by Mr. Prendergast, 2680; )11'. Shiels,
3681 ; Mr. Peacock, 3683; Mr. :Murray,
3684; Dr. Maloney, 3G89 ; Mr. McKenzie,
3694; )11'. Sadler, :3696; ~lr. Deegan,
3696; MI'. Keogh, 3699; Lt. -Col. Reay,
3700; :Mr. )laddel1, 3702; Mr. Bowser,
3702; Mr. Fotheringham, 3704; Mr.
McLeod, 3704; Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portll),ud) , 3805; motion amended and agreed
to, 3706; statement by Mr. Bowser 1'e
despatch of contingent, 3958. (See Defence
Department j also, Returned Victorian
Soldiers. )
Sparrow Pest-Question by Mr. Levien 1'e legislation dealing with the sparrow pest, 1297.
SPEAKER, The (11r. F. C. Mason)-Hulings and
Statements ofAmendments-On Motions, 1097, 2565; in
Bills, 1374, 1869, 2324. 2452. 2457, 3073,
~-I074; from Another Place, 2893, 2894.
Amendments on Motion to go into Committee
of Supply, 2866, 2867, 3419.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1320, 1418.
Appointment of Officers of Parliament, :33.
Bills and Papers-Files for Members, 1908,
3958.
Bills-Private )fembers' Bills, 434,954, 3639,
:3716, 3718; Objections to Second Reading,
953,95:1:: Recommittal, 2322,2326; Limiting
Operation, 2370; Postponement, 2386; Third
:Reading, 2457 ; Money Bills, 2459 ; New
Clauses without Notice, 3219, 3220, 3221,
3711; Distribution, 3708; Urgent Measure~,
3750; Questions after Thirdl:{,eading, 3829 ;
Speeches after Third Reading, 3913, 3929 ;
Laid Aside, 3931.
Business-Order of, 2538, 2978; Private
Members', 2976, 2977. 3707.
Case of \Valter Heynolds, 2864, 3419.
Close of the Session, 3950.
Commonwealth Hansard and Bills, 136, 496.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.P., 78.
Death of the Hon. J. A. 'Wallace, 2086.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
639.
Debate - Offensi ve Expressions, 173, 2374,
2421, 3680, 3696, 3719 ~ Reflections on the
Prime )Iinister, 176; References to Lieutenant-Governor, 258, 338, 340, 1530; Referenccs to Previous Decisions of the House,
337, 338, 345, 2979; Members to Address
the Chair, 420, 668. 2444; New Member's
Speech, 588; Interjections, 666, 667, 668,
880, 890, 2575; Obedience to Speaker's
Rulings, 668, 843,844; Debating Main Question on Motion for Adjournment of Debate,
976, 1103, 1635, 1943; Debating Amendments on ::iecond Reading, 1283 ; Debating
details on Second Reading, 1380, 3803; Irregular Discussion, 2066, 2386, 2864, 2866,
3673; Privileges of Premier and Leader of
Opposition, 2447; Speeches in Explanation,
2482; References to Proceedings in Committee, 2718; on Motion for Adjournment
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SPEAKER, The (contilluerl)~
of House, 2!J79; ~Iembers not to Speak
Twice on same Question, 3215, 3840; Tedious
Repetitions, 3680; Heferring to Member of
Legislative Coullcil1y Name, 3797.
Elections and Qualifications Complittee, 17.
Exhihition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Hefreshments, 170
Farewell to the Clerk, 3959.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Revocation Bill, 247.
Governor's 11essages, 954.
Hearing Petitioners at the Bar of the House,
1947, 19-.1:8, 1949, 1988,2314.
Leaving the Chair, 2042.
Libel on the Killg, 112, 113, 117, 123, 125,.
337, 338, 496.
Library Committee, 230, 232, 23;5, 239.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 18.
Local Government Commission, 213.
:i'lembers-Oath of Allegiance, 1516; Resignations, 1617; Leave to give E\,idcnce, 416 ;
Leave to Speak Seated, 818; Sending;
Circulars to, 2326.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
1869.
Motions-By Leave, 235; 'Vithout Notice,
242, 415; Postponed, 435; Not Proceeded
,,,hh, 799, 1945 ; Not Seconded, 985, 1371,
1372; Withdrawn, 1372; Moved in Absence of Originator, 2501; Objected to,
when 110ved Without Notice, 2977 ; for
Adjournment of House to Discuss Questions
of Public Importance, 3246; for Production
of Papers, 3679; Put Without Debate,.
3841.
Mr. Gail', 241.:5.
Pa8pnlum DiZcttat1wn, 3491.
Pairs, 2294.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 28, 30,.
551, 3746, 3748.
Parliament Library-Provision of Magazines
and Provincial Newspapers, 69; State
Papers, ()g, 239, 3202.
Petitions-Time for Presentation, 1821.
Presentation of Address in Reply, 270.
Presentation of Address to the Governor,
3585, 3670.
Private Bills Treated as Public Bills-J\foorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment
Bill (No.2), 953, 10:35; Hawthorn Loan
Bill, 1499; Maroopna Race-course Reserve
Sale Bill, 1499; Wangaratta 'l'own Hall
~ite Bill, 1499; :Melbourne Sailors' Home
Bill, 2643; Coleraine Race-course Bill,
375~3.

Putting Question a Second Time, 2326.
Questions-Without Notice, 136, 213, 245,
843.844,1068,2211,2300,2928; Repetitions,.
55:3 ; Debating Answers, 730, 2298, 2462,
2805, 3104, 3242, 3488; Explanatory
Speeches, 722, 873, 928, 2364, 2866, 2367,
2::568,241;); Postponed, 998 ; Addressed to
Leader of Opposition. 2925; Anticipating;
~Iinisterial Answers 2924; Debating Questions, 3238.
Railways Standing Committee Act, 2565.
Refreshment Rooms Committee, 3104.
Hesignation of Members--Mr. McLean, Mr.
Best, Mr. Kennedy, Mr-. McColl, Mr.
Mauger, Mr. ~almoll, and 1\1r. 1. A. Isaacs,.
16-17.
Select Committees - Additional Members,.
798; Selections by Ballot, 1338, 1929.
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;SPEAKER, The (continlled)Sir Hector :Macdonald, 1865, 1906,1946, 1974,
2037,2042.
State Parliament House-South Entrance,
163; Temperature, 298, 2675; Accoustic
Properti~s.of Assembly Cbambel', 415, 420;
Postal Facilities, 548; Rathdown-street
Frontage, 551; Telephones, 639; Unhealthy Condition of the Building, 1199,
2675 j Furniture, 1637, 1811,2847 j Danger
from Fire, 2675.
~uspension of 8tandinl! Orders. 954.
'Tenlporary Chairman 'Of Committees, 17.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
1320.
Want of Confidence in :\finisters, 2980, 2981 ;
Reflections on Individual Ministers, 2982;
Amendment on Motion, 2986.
'Vithdmwalof Strangers, 122, 123.
'Speaker's Salary-1Totion by l\fr. Wilkins, in
Committee of Supply, for Reduction of
Speaker'S Salary, 3430; debated, 3431;
withdrawn, 3439.
;SPEAKER, DKPUTY (:\1r. W. D. Beazley)Rulings and Statements ofDehate--Limits of Second-reading Speeches,
360; Deba,ting Main Question on Motion
for Afljourmnent, 1942, 1943; Irregular
Discussions, 2042,2043; Replying to Interjections, 20.31; Interruptions, 2472; Debating Cognate Bill, 251;); Offensive Expressions,3905; l\-Iotion for Adjournment
of the House, 2042; Amendments, 2471.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill- Received
from Legislative Council, a.nd read first
time, :i354; second realling mO\Ted by Mr.
Trenwith, 3914; debated, 391;); Bill read
second time, 3921; considered in committee, 3921; third reading, 3925.
:Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Trenwith, and
read first time. 37.32; second reading
moved by Mr. frenwith, 3913; debated,
3914; Bill read second time. and passed
through remaining stages, 3914.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 227.
'STANLEY, Mr. RORERT (lfm'8lzam)
Adulteration of Beer, 2748.
Municipalities Advances Act. Amendment
Bill,4.31.
·Old-age Pensions Bill, 229:3, 2459.
Personal Explanation, 229:3.
Railway Management, ~609.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill,.2392.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3331.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 458, 463.
State School Teachers Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Gurr, and read first time, lI58; question by
Mr. Langdon, 2097 ; second reading moved
by Mr. Gurr, 2309; debated, 2514; Bill
read second time, 25:37 ; Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down, and resolution
for an appropriation adopted, 2897; Bill
considered in committee, 2897, 3035; third
reading, 3123; amendments after third
reading, 3123; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 3925; motion
hy Mr. Gun that Bill be laid aside, 3930 ;
debated, 3930; amendment by Dr. Maloney

State School Teachers Bill (continned)that the House insist on disagreeing with
the Legislative Council'samendinents, 3933;
amendment carried, 3936.
State Forests-Questions by Mr. O'Neill re
appointment of Conservator of Forests, 70 ;
by Mr. Sterry re forest reserve near Bendigo, 1714; by Mr. Grose ?'e introduction
of Bill relating to management of State
forests and timber resenTes, 2804:, 3667; by
Mr. Robinson, 3105; by :Mr. Grose 1'e
damage done by storms to Creswick State
forest, 2920; appointment of Conservator
of State forests discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3518.
State Parliament HOllse.
(See Parliament
. H ou.~e, Exhicition-builcli1lrJ.)
State Rights. (See Commonwealth Pm·Ziament.)
Statuary-Statement by Mr. ljromley re purchase of statuary in Exhibition-building
gardens, 2G07; subject discussed, 2608.
Statutes, Consolidation of-Question by Mr.
Duffy 1'e consolidation of Victorian statutes,
167.
Mr. S. T. (Bourke West)
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
G:33.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 176.
Libel on the King, 496, 553, 554.
Library Committee, 229.
Personal Explanation, 579.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 552,
579.
Wax }\[atches Sale Bill, 246.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 4;)6.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
House in consequence, 1142-3.)

STAU(lHTO~,

STAUGHTON, Captain S. T. (Bourke West}.-Introduced and sworn, 1418.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2491.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 31.35.
Old-age .Pension~ Bill, 2259.
Public 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3813.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2396.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1724:.
STERRY, Mr. D. C. (Sandh1tl'st South)
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2314.
Forest Reserves, 1714.
Mining Boards-Labour Covenants, 1059.
Mining Leases at Marong, 417.
Wines Adulteration Act, 767, 871, 10:)9,
lO(H, 1103, 19.37.
Stock and Share Brokers Licensing Bill-Brought
in by Mr. O'~eill, and read first time, 247.
Stock Tax-Question by Dr. Maloney re aholition of stock tax, 764; by Lt.-Col. Reay,
84:~; statements by Mr. Peacock, 879; by
~ir J olm McIntyre, 880.
Storms, Losses by-Question by Mr. Holden
re assistance to sufferers from storm!>, 2749;
by ;\Ir. Grose, 280.5.
Strangers, Withdrawal of - Directed by
the I-ipeaker, 122.
Supply-Hupplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 1900-1901 voted, 205-212;
Votes on Account passed, 212, 466, 2883 ;
Voting of Estimates of Expenditure for
1001-2 proceeded with, 1692; Speaker
and Chairman of Committees, 3430 ; Clerk
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TAVERNER, Mr. J. 'W. (continued)Supply (continued)House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensof Legislative Assembly, 3440; Railways
ing Bill, 1242.
Standing Committee, 3447; State ReadJustices Act Amendment Bill, 350.
ing·room, 3447; Electoral Registrars, 3451,
Licensing Act Amendment Eill, 2386.
:3453, 3455; Shipwright Surveyor to Marine
Mallee "Vater Supply, 1902.
Board, 3452; Government Botanist, 3454;
Mildura Rates Amellding Bill, 412.
Police, 3456; Penal Establishments, 3457 ;
Municipali ties Ad vances Act Amendment
Public Libraries and Museums, :3462; the
Bill,447.
University Frauds, 2462; Education DeOld-Age Pensions Bill, 2443.
partment, 3491; Supreme Court, 2494;
Parliament
Buildings, Spring street., 3747.
Fees for Affidavits, 3494; Mr. T. Prout
Pal;;pal1lm Dilatatum, 3491.
Webb's Positions, 3495; Patents-office,
Pental Island, 297, 3510, 3514.
3496; Attorney - General's Department,
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
3497 ; Commissioner of Taxes, 3499; GoBill, 1227.
vernment Printing. office, 3499; Charitable
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3773.
Institutions, 3501; Carriage of Grain by
Railway Carriage Lighting Committee's ReRailway Department, 3502; China Naval
port, 3955.
Contingent, 3504; Lands Department,
Railway Department-Management, 3601 ; by
3505; Public Parks and Gardens, 3506;
an Acting Commissioner, 2459; NarrowBotanical and Domain Gardens, 3507;
gauge Lines, 2564, 2565; Mallee Lines,
Land Tax Act, 3507 ; Vermin Destruction,
D601; 'Vheat Traffic, 3581; Demurrage
3509 ; Pental Island, 351.0; Conservator
Charges on Railway Trucks, 3889.
of State Forests, 3518; Advances to SeSale of Murray Fish in Close Season, 296.
lectors, 3523; Chainmen's W· ages, 3524;
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
Public vVorks Department, 3525 j Erection
399,410.
and Henovation of State Schools, 3526;
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2804.
Roads for Orbost Shire, 3527; Mines DeTrade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2332.
partment, 3527; Boring for Gold, 3529!
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2390.
Waterworks in Country Districts, 3529;
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2564,2565.
the grass Paspalum Dilatatum, 3530; ExWild Dogs Destruction Bill, 4M.
perimental Cultivation, 3531; Maffra Beet
Sugar Fa.ctory, 3536; Wine Industry,
35;j6; Tobacco Industry, 3537; Acting
TH/xing Master-Question by Mr. Robinson r~
Commissioner of Railways, 3540.
appointment of Taxing Master in the
Surplus Revenue Bill-Brought in by Mr.
I::lnpreme Court, 49:3.
Peacock, and read first time, 2806 ; Lieu·
tenant· Governor's message brought down Tobacco Industry-Question by Mr. Bowser
1"e tobacco leaf exported, :3239; state of
and resolution for an appropriation adopted,
tobacco industry discussed in Committee of
2924; second reading moved by Mr. PeaSupply, 3537.
cock, 3360; debated, :3360; Bill read second time and passed through remaining Tobacco Restrictions Bill-Brought in by
Mr. O'Neill and read first time, 247.
stages, 3361.
•
Tocsin Newspaper. (See King Edward VII.)
Survey and Construction of Roads BillBrought in by MI'. Duggan, and read first Tocumwal Railway-Motion by Mr. Trenwith
referring to Parliament.ary Rtanding Comtime, 1767; Lieutenant-G overnor's mesmittee on Railways 1'e question of connectsage brought down and resolution for an
ing Tocumwal by means of a r~ilway with
appropriation adopted, 2750; Bill dis·
the existing railway system, agreed to,
charged from paper, :3219.
3319-20.
Swamp Lands - Question by Mr. Nichols re
scheme for draining Moe and Koo-wee-rup Tolmie, Railway Communication with. (See
Parliamentary Standing Oommittee on
Swamps, 1715; by Mr. Methvcn 1'e report
Railways.)
by Professor Kernot on drainage of
swamps, 1903.
Talbot and Avoca, Representation of-Resigna- TOUTCHER, Mr. R. F. (Ararat)
Acting Railways Commis~!ioner, 3545, 3607.
tion of Mr. Carty Salmon announced, 16;
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3904,
issue of writ for election of member in
3911.
place of Mr. Carty S:tlmon announced, 17 ;
Advances to Local Bodies, 2496.
election of Mr. G. Mitchell announced,
Advances Under Mining Development Acts,
17 ; Mr. Mitchell introduced and sworn,
1202, 1248, 1249.
73.
Ararat Waterworks, 3529.
Budget, 1648.
TA\Tli!RNEtt, Mr. J.
(Donald and Swan
Case of Walter Reynolds, 334, 3427.
Hill)
Constitution Convention Bill, 517.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2496.
" Cup" Day Adjonrnment, 2413.
Budget, 1496.
Education Act Amendment Bill. 2784.
" Duke of York "Shares, 1065.
Eurack Estate, 1274,
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2761.
Exported Products, 3536.
Burack Estate, 1250.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 204, 205.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill
940. 1310, 1353.
1780, 1844, 1870.
'
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
Mount vrilliam Gold-field Water Supply,
2406.
721, 1201.
Glynwylln Water Supply, 3887.
Moyston Court House, 2416.
SES. 1901.-e
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TOUTCHER, Mr. R. F. (continued)Old-age Pensions Bill, 2012, 2128, 2140,
2188, 2219, 2221, 2223, 2224, 2225, 2229,
2230,2231, 2233, 2234, 2370, 2447, 2452.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 976,
977,3769,
Railway Candidates' Examination, 342.
Railway Management, 3607.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 394, 405.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3924.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1978, 2327.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3334.
Wine Industry, 3536.
Trade Coupons-Question by Mr. Robinson
re issue of coupons by licensed victuallers,
1764.
Trade Conpons Abolition Bill-Brought in by
Mr. McGregor and read first time, 334 ;
second reading moved by Mr. McGregor,.
1814; debated, 1820; Bill read second
time, 1835; statement by Mr. Tucker re
taking evidence of Full Value Coupon
Company at the bar of the House, 1946 ;
ruling by the Speaker, 1947, 1949; Bill
considered in Committee, 1974; motion by
Mr. Tucker that the Bill be re-committed,
2314; debated, 2315; negatived, 2326;
third reading, 2327; amendments after
third reading, 2327-36; returned from
Legislative Council with amendments,
2788; amendments dealt with, 2884-97
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) BillBrought in by Mr Bent, 1320; certificate
from the Clerk that Bill is identical with
the Bill as last agreed to by the Assembly,
1320; motion by Mr. Bent that the Bill be
advanced through all its stages up to the
consideration of the Bill in committee,
agreed to, 1320; Bill read first and second
time, and committed pro forma, 1320;
considered in committee, 1789; question
by Mr. Bent, 1945: Bill further considered
in committee, 3139; third reading moved
by Mr . .Bent, 3271; debated, 3271; debate adjourned, 3273; further adjourned,
3639; question by Mr. Bent re resumption
of debate, 3750; subject discussed, ~750;
debate resumed, 3832; Bill read third
time, 3841; amendment after third reading, 3841.
Treasury Bonds Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Peacock and read first time, 3245; second
reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 3361 ; Bill
read second time and passed through
remaining stages, 3361.
TRENWITH, Mr. W. A., Chief Secretary and
Minister of Railways (Richmond)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3547, 3549.
Acting Railwa.ys Commissioner Bill, 339;3,
3891,3913.
Appropriation Bill, 3636.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3238, 3252.
.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 333, 2297, 2864,
2924, 3398, 3419, 3420.
Census, 875.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3438, 3464.
Coal Creek Mine Dispute, 298.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3491, 3635,3636.

TRENWITH, Mr. W. A. (contimwd)Commonwealth Constitution Bill Referendums, 300.
Conciliation a.nd Arbitration Bill, 273.
Constitution Convention Bill, 665, 2870.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 269l.
Eight Hours System in the Railway Department, 4:34, 4:35, 3583, 3676, 3678.
Electoral Registrars, 3453 ; Allowances, 1528.
Electoral Rolls-Non-residential Elector<3'for
Melhourne East, 370.
Electric Traction on Suburban Railways,
3584.
Employers and Employes Act Further Continuation Bill, 2676, 3320.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
.Bill, 1190, 1346.
Factories and Shops Acts Commission, 1907.
Fairfield Railway Accident-Claim of Mr.
Clarke, 210.
Government Botanist, 3454.
Legislative Assembly Elections (Voting) Bill,
300.
Libel on the King, 120.
Library Committee, 230, 233.
Licensing Acts-Tied Houses, 1989; Amendment, ;3239.
Lunatic Aslums-Inquiry into Management,
492; Attendants' Examinations, 1593; Reforme, 3104.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2647.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2200.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1423-Appointment as
Under-Secretary, 1202, 1299, 1419.
Mr. Wilkins, 3220.
Neglected Children's Department, 2926.
Olel-age Pensions Bill, 2137.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1635, 3462.
Pa8palum Dilatatum, 3238, 3252.
Payment of Public Servants, 1094.
Penal Establishments, 1990, 3460; Treatment of Prisoners in CastIemaine Gaol,
3;W3; Escape of Prisoners from Pentridge,
3460; Warders' Sunday Duty, 3460; Cost
of Maintaining Gaols, 3580.
Personal Explanation, 3419.
Police Department, 1325.
Police-Holidays and Overtime Pay, 295;
Grades and Pay, 495; Protection in the
Metropolitan Area, 881 ; Extra Pay during
Royal Visit, 1903, 3584; Complaints againsi
Constables in West Melbourne, 2366 ; Chief
Commissioner, 3457 ; Case of ex-Detective
Dowden, 3583.
Private :Members' Business, 3718.
Proclamation of Vaccination Districts, 2927.
Public Service-Increments, 212; State employes transferred to Commonwealth service, 346; Overtime in Audit-office, 1906.
Public Scrvice Acts Amendment Bill, 973,
3760.
Public ·Works Loan Application Bill, 3814,
3815,3818.
Railway Construction-Forrest to Barramunga, 294; MelbournetoCollingwood, 374;
Capital Expenditure, 412; St. Kilda via
Elwood to Brighton, 638; Cross-country
Lines, 799 ; Lines Constructed and Com pen·
sation Paid for Land since 1893, 1199; Whitfield to Mahaikah, 1201, 2562, 2567, 3264,
3271 ; N eerim Extension, 1765 ; Newtown
and Pitfield, 1862; Tocumwal, 3319.
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Mr. W. A. (continued)Ra,ilway Department -- Sunday Trains, 32;
Casual Employes, 72, 1203, 3628 ; Employes
Wages, 163, 1423,2297, 2630; Castlemaine
Station, 163, 877 ; Railway Servants Union,
165 ; Freight on Wine, 166, 2363; Sandringham Station, 168; I, Twilighters' " Claims,
168, 878, 1424, 1988, 1991, 2562; \V eighing
Produce a t Williamstown, 243; Line Repairers, 295; Discharge of Employes at Newport
'York shops, 296; Delays ill the Grain Traffic,
296 ; Register of Employes, 297 ; }~xamilla
tiou of Candidates, 347, 370, 765,781, 928,
2296,2418; Cost of HeyfieldFireCases, 373 ;
CollingwoodLine,374; RevenueandExpenditure of St. Kilda Line, 370, 1526; Relaying
Lines in CastlemaineDistl'ict, 412; Register
of Rates of Pay, 414; Vacancies,577; Local
GrainRates, 57!), 640; Regrading Lines,633;
Employment of Returned Soldiers, 634, 2365;
Urossings on 'Vhitfield Railway, 6:n; Commonwealth Celebrations Stand at Prince'sbridge, 637, 734; Carriage of Wheat on
North-Eastern and Goulburn Valley Lines,
640; Commonwealth Holidays and Overtime
Pay, 637, 799; Material and Stores, 720;
Revenue Account, 721; St. Kilda Bath
Tickets, 721, 875; Suburban Fares, 731,928,
2749; Refreshment-rooms, 733; Carriagedoor Handles, 734, 929; Miners' Tickets,
763, 1306, 1865; Deputy Assistant Traffic
Manager, 767; 'l'reasury Payments and
Credits, 870; Case of Joseph Hall, 873,
3886; Concession to Fish P 1.'0tection Societies,
927; Re-examination of Rejected Candidates,
928; 'Vorkmen's Fares, 1062; Case of N cil
Ohlsen, 1067; Shelter Boxes for Ticket
Collectors, 1068 ; Wages of ex-Gangers
Acting as Fencers, 111)6; Applicants'Medical
Fees, 1157; Albert Park Station, 1246;
Healesville Station Improvements, 1247;
Architect's Charges for Works, 1247; School
Excursions, 1247, 1418; "Half-decker"
Carriages, 1295; Gembrook Rates, 1296;
'Vorking Hours of Employes, 1422 ; Case of
Porter Crosbie, 1424; Proposed Government Rolling Mills, 1527 ; Labourer's Earnings on Beech Forest Railway, 1527 ; Clock
at Flinders-street Station, 1529; Labourers'
'Vages, 1905; Cost of Carriages, 1989;
Improvements at Bung Bong, 1989; Signalmen's Overtime, 2039, 2040; Employing
Lads at Block-recording, 2040; Passes to
Riflemen, 2096, 2364 ; Sunday Work, 2096 ;
vVeek-end Excursion Fares, 2097; Recognition of Actioilof Employes in J olimont Accident, 2296 ; Case of J. Cameron, 2297, 3244;
J olimont Accident Compensation Claims,
2298 ; Sheep and Cattle Trucks, 2367, 2631 ;
Ex-tramway Employes in the Department,
2418; Stationmasters as Postmasters, 2460 ;
Engineering Students, 2562; Acting Clerks,
2630, Eyesight Tests, 2880; Hours of Signalmen, 2927, 3303 ; Wool Traffic from Albury
and W odonga, 3240, 3579 ; Coal Contracts,
3240, 3583; Day Labourers, 3244; Holidays
and Passes for Casual Hands, 3304, 3580;
Carriage-builders' Wages, 3489; Grain Rates,
3552; Case of Richard T. Moran, 3583;
Demurrage Charges, 3584,3890; Increments,
3628,3633; Engine-drivers' and Firemen's
Holidays, 3668; Accidents at Level Crossings, 3668; Burning Off ill Railway Reserves, 3669; Signalmen'S Pay, 3887.
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Mr. W. A. (continued)Railway I.-ands Acquisition Act, 876.
Hailway Loan Application Bill, 3822, 3824,
3827, 3828.
Railway Management-By Commissioners,
796,2459, 2748,3628; Narrow-gauge Lines,
2567; Negotiations with Mr. Kirkealdic,
3580, 3749.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3585,3829, 3832.
Re-classification of Railway Employes, 2097,
2460.
Heduction of Estimates, 3455.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2081.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3431.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3914, 3921,

TRENWITH,

3924, iJ925.

Spring Vale Cemetery Hailway Construction
Bill, 3752, 3913, 3914.
State Inebriate Institute, 325, 328," 1904,
2461, 2465, 3487.
State Parliament House-Draughts from
South Entrance, 1199.
State Parliament l,ibrary, 3449.
'l'edious Repetitions, 3818.
'rrade Conpons Abolition Bill, 1824.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1790, :.18:32.
Unemployed, 72; Railway Passes to, 565.
Unused Roads Le~~sing Bill, 2398.
Vaccination Act-Prosecutions, 1065.
Voting Certificates, 267.
Want of Confidence in 1'1 inisters, 2980.
'Yater Power for Parliament House, Springstreet, 3451.
.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3316,
3317, 3319, 3951.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3308, 3718.
Trnsts Act Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Duffy and read first time, 1906;
second reading moved by Mr. Duffy, 3707 ;
debated, 3708 ; Bill read second time and
passed through committee, 3711; third
reading, 3711; amendments after third
reading, 3711; returned from Legislative
Council with an amendment, 3938 ; amendment .agreed with, 3938.
Mr. J. B. (Melbourne South)
Appropriation Bill, 3637.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3438.
Classification of Public Servants - Mr.
Cern tty's Report, 3242.
Coal Mines Bill, 371:19.
Commonwealth Hansa1'd and Bills, 299.
Constitution Convention Bill, 2869.
Contracts for Iron Pipes, 681.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1374.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2679, 2712,
2772,3929.
Electoral Registrars, 3451.
Extra Pay to Police, 1903.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3151.
·Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3120.
Honse, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill,1243.
Libel on the King, 130.
Library Committee, 237.
.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 388.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873.
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Mr. J. B. (continued)Melbourne Harbor
Trust -- Hours of
Employes, 1989, 2095. 1
• --:,JI
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2650, 28:n.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1040.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1292.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2010, 2134, 2143, 2183,
2184,2185,2214,2260,2372,2454.
Payment of Public Servants, UOI.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, ;j767,
3783,3787.
Railwa.y Carriage Lighting Committee, 57!) ;
Allegations against Officers, 2299, 2309;
Report brought up, ;)955.
'
Railway Department-Examinations of Applicants for Vacancies, 2296; Eye-sight Tests,
2879; Holidays and Passes for Casual
Employes, 3625; Wages of Casual Hands,
:3626.
Salaries of Commonwealth Employes, 732.
State Parliament Buildings, 5fl1.
State School Teachers Bill, 3048, 3058.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1946, 1948,
1949, 1988,2314, 2896.
Unemployed, 261.
Wages of Workmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2168.

TUCKER,

Under-Secretary, Appointment of-Question by
Mr. Keast, 1202; by Mr. Boyd, 1299.
Unemployed, The-Question by Mr. Bromley
re in ding employment for unemployed, 69;
statement by Mr. Prendergast, 70; by Mr.
. Peacock, 70; subject discussed, 249, 264;
question by Mr. Grose re registration of
unemployed in country d~stricts, 294; by
Mr. Smith re engagement and dismissal of
painters working upon public buildings,
552; by Mr. Grose re recognition of
registra,tions for employment at the Labour
Bureau by the Railway department, 553;
statement by Mr. Kirton (on motion for
adjournment of the House) re method of
issuing railway passes to the unemployed,
555; subject discussed, 557,566.
Unused Roads Leasing BiIl- LieutenantGovernor's Message brought down and
. resolution f{}r an appropriation' adopted,
954; Bill brought in and read first time,
954; second reading moved by MI'. O'Neill,
954; debated, 2387; agreed to, 2388; Bill
considered in committee, 2388; progress
reported, 2404.
United States, President of, Assassination ofMotion by Mr. Peacock expressing abhorrence at the attempt to assassinate the
President of the United States, sympathy
with Mr. and Mrs. McKinley and the American nation, and a fervent hope that the life
of the President might be saved, 1245;
seconded by Mr. McKenzie, 1245; agreed
to, 1245; motion by Mr. Peacol}k for
adoption of an address to the LieutenantGovernor, requesting His Excellency to
forward the resolution for transmission to
the Vice-President of the United States,
agreed to, 1245; intimation from Lieutenant-Governor that resolution had been
transmitted by cable, 1320 ; motion by Mr.
Peacock for adoption of joint resolution
la~en~ill~ the death of President McKinley,
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and expressing sympathy with the American nation, 1391; seconded by Mr. Irvine,
1:391; agreed to, 1392; motion by Mr.
Peacock for adoption of an address to the
Lieutenant-Governor requesting His I<Jxcellency to forward the resolution for
transmission to the Government of the
Ullited States, agreed to, 1392; intimation
hy Lieutenant-Governor that resolution had
been transmitted, 1418 ; acknowledgement of receipt of resolution, 2750.
University Act Amendment Bill-Brought in
by ~lr. Bent and rcad first time, 1944.
University of Melbourne-Question by Mr.
Duffy ?'e embezzlement of University funds,
1300; by Mr. Bent re placing the University under the control of the Minister of
Public Instruction, 1525; statement by Lt Col. Reay in Committee of Supply re frauds
at University, 3462; by Mr. l~eacoek re
finances of University, 3670; subject discussed, 3672; question by Mr. Prendergast
Te grants to the University and number of
students, 3885; re fees and entries for
matriculation examinations, 3885.
Vaccination Act-Question by Mr. Foster re
prosecutions under Act in remote districts,
1064; by Lt -Col. Reay ?'e proclamation of
vaccination districts, 2927.
Mr. R. T. (Ballarat We.st)
Accommodation of Commonwealth Puhlic
Service, 636 .
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3548.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3849.
Appropriation Bill, 3637, 3638.
Ballarat Art Gallery, 3463.
Coal Mines Bill, 3798.
Constitution Convention Bill, 912, 2868.
Council of Agricultural Education, 3516.
Country Free Libraries, 346:3.
Country Parks and Gardens Grants, 3506.
Chief Secretary's Estimates. 3438.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 2085.
Education Act Ainendment Bill, 2751,2757,
2762, 2764, 2775, 2778, 2780, 2782, 2787,
2788,3062.
Federal Hansard and Bills, 136.
Fees for Affidavits, 3494.
Further Australian' Contingent for South
Africa, 3304, 3680, 3706.
Government Expenditnre on Daily Newspapers, 417.
Land Classification, 3508.
Land Tax, 3508.
Lambel't v. Theissen,2928, 3034, 3239.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 2387.
Lieutenant-Governor-Sir John Madden's
Salaries, 1621.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 73.
Mines Department-Leases at Marong, 422;
Geological Branch, 3527 ; Plans of Mines,
3528; Boring, 3529.
Mining Development Act Amendment Bill,
1774.
Mining Law Reform, 3527.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill. 3357.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2589, 2594, 2597.
Mount W'arrenheip 'l'imber Reserve-Sale of
Dead Trees, 169.

VALE,
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Mr. R. T. (continued)Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations,
Expenditure. Bill, 12~, 1288.
Newtown and Pitfield Railway, 1862.
Old -age Pensions Bill, 2044, 2115,. 214],
2142, 2143, 2183, 2212, 2243, 2257, 2262,
2371, 2445~ 2458.
Opening of Public Liln'ary, Museums, and
National Ga,llery on Sundays, 1635.
PrivlLte Members' Business, :{:~06.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3804.
Railway Department-Passes for Jl.liners, 72;
Examination of Candidates, ::;40, 77~I;
Pa.sses for Unemployed, 558 ; Miners'
Tickets, 130;3; Proposed Rolling l\lills,
1527; Narrow-gauge Lines 2567; Carriage of Grain, :350;3; Fares and Freights,
:-1597 ; Promotions, 3597.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3829.
Railway Management, 794, 797, 3540, ::l548,
3597.
Railway Ma,nagement Committee, 1:-:00,
2858.
R.eform of the State Parliament, 1943.
Savings· Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 391, :393, :398, 402.
.
State Parliament House--Testing of Air,
373; Library, 3450.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3433.
State School Teachers and Pupil Teachers,

VA]~E,

~~

.

State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 2903,2906,
2907, 2908, 2913, 3047, 3052, 3053, 3054,
3058.
Tobacco Industry, 3538.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2325.
Uni\rersity Finances, 367:3.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1744.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3317.
'Whitfield to Mahaikah Rail way, 2567,
3316.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill,3327.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Morrissey and
read first time, 436 ; second reading moved
by Mr. Morrissey, 2540; debated, 2541;
Bill read second time, 254:3; considered in
committee, 2443; third reading, 2544;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3944; amendments agreed
with, 3944.
Vermin Dest.ruction--Vote discussed in Committee of Supply, 3509.
Vermin Destruction Act-Question by Mr.
Graham re decision of Mr. Justice Hood as
to liability of pastoral licensees under the
Vermin Destruction Act, 164; by Mr Duffy
re amendment of Act by reducing fines,
and re supplying land-owners with poison
gratuitously, 1157; by Mr. McKenzie re
costs in undefended prosecutions. 1716.
Vermin Destruction Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Duggan and read first time, 273; second
reading moved by Mr. Duggan, 1377;
debated, 1379; agreed to, 1:387; Rill considered in committee, 1387, 1717; third
reading, 1744; amendmellt after third reading, 1744; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 2312; amendments disagreed with, 2631; message from
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Vermin Destruction Rill (continued)Legislative Council intimating that thcy
insisted on the amendments, 3635 ; disagreement with amendments not insisted on,
3928.
Viticultural College, Rutherglen-Question hy
Mr. Bowser re admission of free students,
875.
Voting by Post-Question by Mr. J W. Hillson
(for Mr. Prendergast) ?'e numher of voting
certificates for voting by post issued at byelections, 267.
Wa.ges Boards. (See Ji'nctories a11d Sh07)S Act.~.)
Wangaratta 'Town Hall Site Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bowser and read first time, 3:34;
motion by Mr. Brown (for Mr. Bowser)
that Bill be treated as a public "Bill, 1500;
second reading moved hy Mr. Brown,
1500; motion agreed to, and Bill passed
through remaining stages, 1500.
Water Supply - Report by Pa,rliamentary
Standing Committee on R<Lilways on
question of Mallee Water Supply, 28;
question by Mr. Lawson re construction of
reservoir for Ouildford and Yapecn, 166 ;
question by Mr. Langdon re capacity, &c.,
of Lake Lonsdale reservoir, 369, 411;
motion by Mr. Holden for return of papers
in connexion with reservation of land,
Bolwarrah, for water supply purposes,
agreed to, 371; question by Mr. Tucker re
contracts for iron pipes for water supply,
681 ; by Mr. Toutcher re water supply at
Mount William, 721; by Mr. Bailes 1'e
bursting of water mains at Bendigo, 1295;
by Capt. Staughton (for Capt. Chirnside)
1'e claims for land taken in connexion with
Eastern Moorabool water supply scheme,
Oeelong, 2168; by Mr. Lawson re pollution
of Expedition Pass reservoir, :3667; vote
for water works in country districts discussed in Committee of Supply, 3529;
question by Mr. Shiels re papers relating to
proposed diversion of Ooulburn River,
3679; by Mr. 'Taverner re Olenwylln water
supply scheme, 3877; by Mr. Duffy re
Riddell's Creek water supply, 3888.
Mr. E. C. (Essendon and Plernington)
Acting Hailways Commissioner, 3543.
Budget, 1551.
Constitution Convention Bill, 843.
"Cup" Da.y Adjournment, 2412.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.P., 79.
Eurack Estate, 1275.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3256.
Furniture in State Parliament House, 1811.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3105, 3157.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 353.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1814.
Libel on the King, 113.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
:3210, ::>212, 3217, 3245, 3945.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 3130.
Moorpallyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1040.
Mr. T. Prout Webb'~ Positions, 3496.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2111, 2115, 2140,2188,
2220, 2221, 2438, 2481.
Personal Explanation, :3246.
Public Service Acts Amendm~nt Bill, 3765,
3782.

WARDE,
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Mr. E. C. (continued)Public Works Tenders-Purchase of Furniture, 2846, 2849,
Railway Department-Uegister of Employes,
297; Shelter Boxes for Ticket Collectors,
1068 ; Recognition of Action of Employes in
Jolimont Accident, 2295; "Twilighters'"
Claims, 2562; Carriage-builders' Wages,
:~48!); Salaries and Wages, 3627; Station
Improvements at Essendon and Ascot Vale,
:J627.
Railway Management, 798.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3445.
Sa vings Banks Acts Further Amendment. Bill,
:W:l, 3169, 3185, 3186.
Selectors' Arrears of Bent, 1766.
State School Teachers Bill, 3040, 3058.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1822, 1976.
Tramways Act 1800 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :U49.
Unemployed-Hegister of RatQs of Pay, 414

'VARDE,

'Warrnambool r~and Bill-Heceived from Legislative Council, and read first time, 2312;
second reading moved. by Mr. Duggan,
2639; debated, 2640; Bill read second
time, 2642; considered in committee,
2642, 2806; third reading, 2815.
Water Supply Loans Application BillBrought in by Mr. Burton, and read first
time, ISH; second reading moved by Mr.
Burton, 3321; debated, 3:124; Bill read
second time, 3351; considered in C0111mittee, 3351; third reading, :3354.
Wax Matches ~ale Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Staughton, and read first time, 246; order
for second reading discharged, 1244
Ways and Means -Resolutions on which to
found Consolidated Revenue Bills considered and adopted, 212, 469, 1034, 2884 ;
resolution on which to found Appropriation
Bill, considered and adopted, 3636.
West Loth-ian, ship. (~ee Seamen, T1'eatrnent
of)

Mr. J. S. (Albert Pal'k)
Albert Park New Railway Station, 1246.
Case of ex-Detective Dowden, 3582.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2650.

'WHITE,

Wild Dogs Destruction Bill (continued)to, 462; Bill considered in committee, 462;
third reading, 4QP ; amendments after third
reading, 496; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 1530; amendments dealt with, 1847.
Mr. EDGAR (Oollingwood)
Case of Walter Reynolds, 342:~.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3437, 3439.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Contradors'
Accounts, 134
Constitution Convention Bill, 2883.
Dight's Falls, :1529.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2713, 2772,
2785.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
liill, 1195.
:Factories and Shops Acts-vYages Boards,
288:3.
Imprisonment of an Aged Woman at
Ballarat, 20:37.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1749, 1889, 1922, 1926, 2591, 2599, 3194,
3212, 3218, 3219, 3220.
Melbourne Sailors' .Home Bill, 2827, 2832.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2841.
Mr. BrowIl, 2710.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3359.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment
Bill, 3751.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2037, 2130, 2222, 2223,
2231. 2235, 2454, 2480.
Police Department, 1320.
Private Members' Business and Want of
Confidence in Ministers, 2979, 2980.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3762,
3773,3789.
Railway Officers and Employes Increments,
3633.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees. 3430, 3434.
Salary of Olerk of Assembly, 3446.
State School Teachers Bill, 3125.
Suggested Adjournnlfmt of the House, 2041.
Teachers of Manual Training, 1524.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1978, 1982,
1988, 2317, 2331,2332,2884.

'WILKINS,

Mr. E. D. (Oastlemaine)
Appropriation Bill, 3638.
Budget, 1468.
Coal Mines Bill, 428.
Constitution Convention Bill, 687.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act IS97
Amendment Bill, 1374.
Eurack Estate, 1280.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1:361.
Factory and Shops Commission-Slanders on
Factory Girls, 136. 170.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1240.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 49.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1303.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1781.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
. Expenditure Bill, 1291.
Old-age Pensions, 212.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2006, 2221, 2441, 2480.
Payment of Public Servants, 1092.
Private Members' Business, 435, 3306.

WILLIAMS,

Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway-Motion by
Mr. Trenwith, that the construction of a
2ft. 6in. narrow-gauge line of railway from
Whitfield to Mahaikah be referred to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways for consideration and report, 2562;
debated, 2564; agreed to, 2574; report of
committee brought up, 2923; motion by
Mr. Trenwith affirming expediency of constructiug the line, 3264; debated, 3267,
3312; agreed to, 3316.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Trenwith, and read first timc,
3316; second reading moved by Mr.
Trenwith, and agreed to, 3316; Bill considered in committee, 3316; third reading,
3319; question by Dr. McInerney, 3951.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill- Brought in by
Mr. Duggan and read first time, 374;
Lieutenant - Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for appropriation
adopted, 452; second reading moved by
Mr. Duggan, 452; debated, 453; agreed
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WILLIAMS, Mr. E. D. (continued)Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1229.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 780; Chewton Goods-shed, 3614.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3825.
'Railway Management, 3614.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3436.
.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3173.
State Inebriate Institute, 329.
State Servants in Private Employment, 3668.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, HJ78, 2333.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2400_
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3328,
3354.
WILLIAMS, Mr. H. R. (Eaglehawk)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3540, 3586.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3896,
3905.
Bendigo Water Supply, 3529.
Budget, 1685, 169l.
Constitution Convention Bill, 679, 841, 842,
882.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2677, 2678,
2705, 2786, 3066, 3073, 3074.
Geological Surveys of Bendigo Main Lines of
Reef, 1593.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1840.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1800.
.
Offensive Expressions, 3905
01d-ag<:l Pensions Bill, 20:J4, 2436, 2456,
2459,2468,2471.
.Private Members' Business, 2978, 3207.
.Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3769.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3806.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 778; Passes for Riflemen, 2038;
2363; Increments, 3630.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3826.
Railway Management, 3540.
Searching of Miners at Eaglehawk, 1595,
3489.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3752.
State School Teachers Bill, 2919, 3036, 3936.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. KiMa)
Bill. 3141, 3271, 3750, 3839.
Whittield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3318.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1124, 1972.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 799, 2652, 3307, 3712,
3719.
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'VILLIAMS, Mr. W. H. (St. Kildx).-Introduced
and sworn, 17.
Coal Mines Bill, 1884, 1888_
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2754, 2775_
Flemington Race-course Railway, 1866.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3106, 3107, 3109.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 18.'
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, IS7~1,
2538, 2539, 3937_
:Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2209.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2132,2143,2178,2180,
2182, 2183, 2184, 2224, 2229, 2231, 2452.
Patent-office Arrears, 2561.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2080.
St. Kilda Railway-Revenue and Expenditure, 370, 1526 ; Bath Tickets, 721.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3925.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1984, 2326,
2329, 2331, 2336, 2896.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1789, 3640, 3750, 3834.
Wages Boards Determinations, 1246, 1525.
Wills Act Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bailes and read first time, :316.
Wine Industry--Qnestion by Mr. J. Harris re
reported outbreak of phylloxera at
N agambie, 3532; subject of assisting the
. wine industry discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3536.
Wines Adulteration Act-Question by Mr.
Lazarus (for Mr. Sterry) re retrospective
operation of Act, 767; by Mr. Sterry, 871,
1059; motion by Mr. Sterry, that the
House in passing the Act did 'not contemplate the wholesale destruction of matured
wines because they contained salicylic
acid in small quantities, and that the
Government should compensate those
whose wines had been so destroyed, 1103 ;
debated, 1106 ; withdrawn, 1130; question
by Mr. Lazarus re Mr. J. T. Deravin's
case, 1294; motion by Mr. Lazams, affirming that compensation should be paid to
Mr. Deravin for the destruction by the
Government of his wine, alleged to contain
salicylic acid, 1949 ; debated, 1957 ; motion
negatived, 1974.
Women's Suffrage Bill--Brought in by Mr. H.
R. Williams and read first time, 799;
second reading moved by Mr. H. R.
Williams, 2652 ; debated, 2662; debate adjourned, 2671 ; Bill read second time, 3711 ;
considered in committee, 3712; progress
reported, 3719 ; Bill discharged from paper,
3941.
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