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29. An Act to provide for the payment of Old-age Pensions and for other purposes
1751
30. An Act to further amend the :Treasury Bonds Act 1898 ...
1752
31. An Act to authorize the Raising of Money for Railways and for other purposes
1753
32. An Act relating to the Surplus Revenue of the Financial Year ended on the thirtieth
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1772
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1774
52. An Act to amend the Meat Supervision Act 1900
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No. of Act

1. An Act relating to Members of the Federal Parliament of the Commonwealth of

Australia. [H,eserved L7th October, HIOO.]
2. An Act to apply ont of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of FoUL' hundred and
eighty-six thousand and thirty-five pounds to the service of the year One thousand
nine hundred and One thousand nine hundred and one
.. ,
...
...
:J. An Act to reduce the sum appropriated for the payment of the Governor's Salary.
[Reserved 27th December, 19UO.]...
...
...
...
...
...
4 . An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of Six hundred and four
thousand and eighty-five pounds to the service of the year One thousand nine
hundred and one alHl One thousand nine hundred and two
...
...
...
5. An Act to authorize and validate certain expenditure by the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of vVorks in connexion with the Mourni.ng for the Death of
Her Late Majesty the Opening of the Parliament of the Commonwealth and the
Visit of Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York
6. An Act to fUL'ther amend the Mallee 'l'an/.;.s Act 1895
7. An Act relating to certain Grazing Area Leases
8. An Act to Amend the Municipalities' Advances Acts
9. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of One million and
eighty-three thousand eight hundred and one pounds to the service of the year
One thousand nine hundred and one and One thousand nine hundred and two .. ,
10. An Act to fUL'ther amend the Jl.loorpanyal LancZ Act 1897
11. An Act to further provide for the Payment of Old-age Pensions ...
12. An Act to authorize and validate certain Expenditure by the Councils of various
Municipalities in connexion with the Mourning for the Death of Her late Majesty
Queen Victoria or ill Uommemoration of Her Reign and in the Opening of the
Parliament of the Commonwealth and the Visit of Their Royal Highnesses the
Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York and towards the Cost of Celebrating and
Commemorating the Services rendered by Imperial and Colonial Soldiers in South
Africa and China
13. An Act to sanction the acquisition by the State of certain_land in the County of
Grenville known as the EUL'ack Estate
...
...
...
14. An Act to amend the Dookie and Katarnatite Tmmway Act 1897 ...
15. An Act to further amend the Marriage Act 1890
16. An Act for the purpose of altering the resen'ation of the Wangarath Town Hall site
so far as that reservation relates to Athenreum purposes
17. An Act to authorize the Sale of the Mooroopna Race-course Reserve and for other
purposes ...
18. An Act to authorize the City of Hawthorn to construct and provide certain
Permanent \Vorks and Undertakings in lieu of certain other Permanent \Vorks
and Undertakings ...
19. An Act relating to the Destruction of Wild Dogs
20. An Act to alllend the Mining Development Acts
21. An Act to provide for the resumption by the Crown of :::ertain Land in the County
of Bendigo Parish of Pompapiel
...
...
22. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Hevenue the sum of Three hundr'ed and
fifty-six thousand five hundred and seventy-nine pounds to the service of the year
One thousanclnine hundred and one and One thousand nine hundred and two
23. An Act to authorize the Town of Port MelbollI'lle to construct certain permanent
\-Vorks and Undertakings in lieu of certain other Permanent Works and
Undertakings
24. An Act to provide for the Sale of certain Land in the City of Bendigo
25. An Act to provide for the Resumption by the Crown of certain Land in the County
of Grant Municipll District of Qu')enscliff
...
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1'uesday, June 18,1901.
'fhe Second Session of the Eighteenth
: Victorian Parliament was opened this:
day at the State Parliament Houses,
Exhibitiou - building, Carlton Gardens,
Melbourne.
At ten minutes past twelve o'clock
noon, the Ac~ing Clerk of the Legislative
. Counoil (Mr. J. 1\1. Pitts) read the following
PROCLAMATION

." By His Excellency the Honorable Sir
John Madden, Knight Commander of.
the Most Distinguished Order. of
Saint Michael and Saint George,
Lieutenant - Governor of the State
of Victoria and its Dependencies, in
the Commonwealth of Australia.

of Victoria,' stand prorogued until Tuesday, the 181:h day of June, 1901, and it
is expedient to fix the time for holding
the next session therp-of : Now therefore
. I, the Lieutenant-Governor of the State
of Victoria, in the Commonwealth of Australia, in exercise of the power conferred
by the said Act, do by_ this my Proclamation fix Tuesday, the 18th day of June,
1901, aforesaid, as the t.ime for the com~
mellcement and holding of the nex~ Session of the said Council and Assembly,
called the Parliament of Victoria, for the
despatch of business, at the hour of two
o'clock in the afternoon, in the State
Parliament Houses, situate in the Carlton
Gardens, in the· City of Melbourne: And
the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council and the Members of the
Legislative Assembly are hereby required
to give their attendance at the said time
and place accordingly.
"Given under my hand and the seal of
the State of Victoria at Melbourne, this
fourth day of June, in the year of our
Lord One thousand nine hundred and one,
and in the first year of His Majestis
reign.

H:\VHEREAS by the Constitution Act it was:
amongst other things enacted that it:
.should be lawful for the Governor to fix
such places within Victoria, and, subject
. "JOHN MADDEN.
to the limitation therein contained, such
.times for holding the first and every other.
"By His Excellency's command,
session of the Council and Assembly, and
"A. J. PEACOCK.
to vary and alter the same respectively ill. .
such manner as he might think fit j and
" GOD SAVE THE KING!"
also from time to time to prorogue the.
said Council and Assembly, and to dissolve
The Acting Clerk also read a Proclama·the said Assembly, by Proclamation or
otherwise, whenever he should deem it tion altering the hour for the .attehdance
.expedient : And whereas the said Council of members from two o'clock in the afterand Assembly called 'The Parliament noon to twelve o'clock noon.

Session 1901.--[1]

2

New Member.
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Their Honours Sir Hartley 'Vi1liams and
Mr. Justice Hood - commissioners appointed by His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor to open the Pal'liament--immediately afterwards entered the chamber.
Sir HARTLEY WILLIAMS said:Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council, His Excellency the LielltenantGovernor, not thinking fit to be present
in person, has been pleased to cause
letters patent to issue under the seal of
the State constituting 1.1S his Commis·
sioners to do in his name all that is
necessary to be performed at the opening
of this session of Parliament. This will
HlOre fully appear from the letters patent
which will now be read.
The letters patent having been r~ad by
the Acting Clerk,
Sir HARTLEY WILLIAMS said:Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council, we have it in command from His
Excellency the . Lieutenant·Governor to
deli ver the following message :The Lieutenant-Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has officially learned
with the deepest regret that our late Most
Gracious Sovereign II er Majesty Queen Victoria departed this life, at Osborne Honse, in
the Isle of 'Vight, on the 22nd day of January,
1901.
.
The Lieutenant-Governor further informs the
Legislative Council that, on the 23rd day of
,Tanuary, 1901, His Most Gracious Majesty
King Edward the Seventh was duly. and law·
fully proclaimed King of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the
Faith, Emperor of India, Supreme Lord in and
over, among other territories, this State of
Victoria, whereof public proclamation and
due notification was fully and lawfully made
by the Lieutenant-Governor, within this State,
on the 31st day of January, 1901.
The Lieutenant·Governor therefore desires
that, pursuant to the 28th section of The Con·
stitution Act 1890, honorable members will,
before they proceed to sit and vote ill the
Council, respectively take and subscribe the
Oath of Allegiance Ret forth in the second
schedule to the said Constitution Act to His
Most Gracious Majesty King Edward the
Seventh before commissioners, or II. commissioner, duly authorized by the LieutenantGovernor to attend in the Legislative Council
chamber on the ] 8th day of June, 1901, to
administer the same.
(Signed) .JOHN MADDEN.
Government Offices,
Melboul'l1e, 18th June, 1901.

NEW MEMBER.
The Acting Clerk announced that there
had been received a return to a writ issued
by the late President 011 the 18th of
March last for the election of a member

Oath of Allegictnce.

to serve for the Nelson Province in the
place of the Hon. W. H. S. Osmand,
deceased, and by indorsement on the
writ it appeared that Mr. Steuart Gladstone Black had been duly elected. There
had also been received a return to a writ
issued by the Lieutenant·Governor, on the
5th of June, by which it appeared that in
lieu of the Hon. 'Vm. Knox, who resigned
as member for the South-Eastern Province,
Mr. Duncan Elphinstoue McBryde, of
Brighton, gentleman, had been duly
elected for the said province.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.
A commission, appointing Sir Hartley
Williams to administer to honorable members the Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty
King Edward VII., was then read, and
the Acting Clerk invited members to come
forward and take the oath al:! follows : I do sincerely promise and swear that I will
be faithful and bear true a,llegiance to His
Majesty King Edward VII. as lawful Sovereign
of the Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland
and this State of Victoria; so help me God.

The following members were then
sworn :The Honorables J. H. Abbott, Sidney
Austin, James Balfoul', James Be}], S. G.
Black, Frederiok Brown, Thomas Bruuton,
J. C. Campbe)), Thomas Comrie, E. J.
Crooke, Sir Henry Cuthbert, J. M. pavies,
Thomas Dowling, W. H. Embling, N.
FitzGerald, George Godfrey, F. S. Grimwade, C. J. H;am, David Ham, T. C.
Harwood, Nathaniel Levi, D. E. McBryde,
"William McCul1och, J. Y. McDonald,
Donald Mel ville, Ed ward Miller, Ed ward
Morey, 'Vil1iam Pl"arsol1, William Pitt, J.
M. Pratt, Robert H.eid, A. O. Sachse,
George Simmie, Sir Arthur Snowden,
Joseph Sternherg, Nathan Thornley, J. A.
'Wallace, 'V. I. 'Vinter-Il'ving, Sir H. J.
"Yrixon, and Agar Wynne.
Sir HAR'rLEY "YILLIAMS then said:
- "Ye haye it further ill command to inform you that later on His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor will deliver to you in
person in this place, the reason of his
calling this Parliament together at the
present time.
At twenty minutes to one o'clock p.m.
the commissioners left the chamber.
. ELECTION OF PRESIDENrr.
'l'he Acting Clerk said he had to inform
honorable memLers that the time had now
arrived for proceeding to the election of a
l)resiclen t of the COll ncil.

[18

Election of

JUNE,

The Hon. N. THORNLEY.-I have
much pleasure in proposing Sir Henry
'Vrixon for the position of Presichlllt. It
is now nearly 40 years since I listened
to that gentleman making his first political
speech. Some time afterwards he was
elected to the Legislative Assembly for
the Port Fairy electorate, and subsequently was elected for Por~land. For
many years he represented those districts
ill Parliament. His career there is known
to most of you. We all know that whatever Sir Henry puts his hand to he will do
well. I am sure he will reflect credit Oll
this House if elevated to the position of
President. I have very much pleasure in
moving that Sir Henry
rixon do take
the chair as the President of this House.
The Hon. '1\ BRUNTON.-I have very
much pleasure in seconding the m<?tion. It
wants no words of mine to comrnend Sir
Henry Wrixon to the acceptance of
this Chamber. He ii:! known throughout
the State as the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Melbourne, and as a
gentleman who is t.he very soul of good
breeding. I have no doubt that he will
do honour to the exalted position of
President of this HOI]se.
Sir HENRY 'VRIXON.-Mr. Thornley
and M.r. Brnnton, I beg to thn,nk you very
much for the proposition you have placed
before the Honse.
I submit myself
entirely to the House, and if the House
does me the great honour of electing me
to the position to which I aspire, I shall
endetwour to discharge the duJ;ies satisfactorily to myself and th~ country. I
submit myself entirely to the HOllse.
No other nomination having been made,
Sir Henry vVrixoll was conducted by his
proposer and seconder to the chair, on
reaching which,
The PRESIDENT saicl-I beg again
to submit myself, to the plp.asure of this
House, and I shall, in all respects, cudeavonr to deserve the confidence members have repoFJed in me.
The Hon. A. W"YNNE.-Allow me, as
leader of the Government, to congratulato
you, Mr. President, on the high position
to which you have been elected unanimously by the members of this House. I
am quite sure your unfailing courtesy, and
your great knowledge of constitutional law
will, in every way, fit you for the position
to which members have elected you. We
will at all times, I am quite sure, bow to
your rulings, and I do not doubt, for a
momen~, that any memher of this House

"T
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President.
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will have any cause to question in any
way the correctness of your ruling. I do
not know of allY member who has had
greater experience in another place and
in this House than yourself. It mnst be
a pleasure to your~e1f, as it is a pleasure
to the members of this House, that it
is their unanimous wish that you should
take the chair vacated by a gentleman
TV ho was greatly respected by ns all.
Sir
'William Zeal did his duty as President of
this Honse as well as it could possibly be
done, and every member regrets the loss
sustained by his departure from this
Honse, although he has been elevated to
a higher sphere.
I have very great
pleasure in congratulating you, Mr. President.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Mr. President, let me also join in congratulating
you for myself, and I may say for every
member of this Chamber. I think that
not only in the Chamber, bnt throughout
the cOllntry, the universal opinion will be
that the choice that has bElen made this
day has been a very happy one indeed.
I have been a colleague of yours for
very many years, and I know your distinguished career both in Parliament and
in your profession.
I remember how 011
one occasion, even when the Supreme
Court Judges decided against your views,
YOIl were so firmly attached to your
well-formed opinion that you determined,
if it was necessary and the country wished
it, that you should go to the Privy
Council to support t.hose views. vVe were
all proud of the success that attended
YOllr efforts on the occasion of that memorable appeal. Yont' career in the past is a
justification for yonr advancement to the
chair. I think it has a great deal to do
with it.
I think the members of this
House, from the knowledge they have of
you, and from the esteem and l'e~pect in
which they holcl"you, cannot but feel that
your dnties \vill be properly performed.
'rhe Hon. C. J. HAM.-As n, member
representing the Melbollrne Province for
twenty years, I have had the privilege of
being in the House while eminent Presidents have occupied the position. I feel
sure that you will, like yonr predecessors ill
the position, reflect credit on the Chamber
by the manner in which you will perform
the important duties.
I hope you will
long enjoy the exalted position which you
have been called upon to occupy to-day.
The Hon~ N. FITZGEHALD.-A& avery old member of the House, I desire to
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join in tho. congratulations offered to you,
. Mr. President.
I think my congratulations may be extended to the House for
the wisdom and judgment it has shown in
the selection of President. I have sat
here under fOUl' Presidents, who occupied
your high position during the last 40
years, and I am sure, highly-respected as
they were, and in the confidence and
appreciation of the members and the
public, none did honour to the position
,you now occupy in a gren.tel' degree than
you will do. vVe are sure that you will
respect the traditions and maintain the
privileges of this House, and that any
atte,ck made on its privileges will be resented by you. I again congra,tulate you
most warmly on the dignit.y this House
has been pleased to confer on you.
'rhe Hon. A. WYNNE.-I desire
to announce, Mr. President, that His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor will
be pleased to receive you at a quarter past
two. If honorable members will attend in
the committee-room with you, His
Excellency will be pleased to receive as
many as can be present on that occasion.
The PHESIDENT.-I shall be glad to
meet honorable members in mv room
about ten minutes past two, and" I hope
they will do me the honour of joining
me in waiting on His Excellency. I will
again take the chair at twenty minutes
past two.
DHAUGHTS IN THE CHAMBER
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES called attention to the draughty state of the House.
Re said there were ventilators on the
outer side of the chamber from which a
draught came on to the heads of members
who sat there. It was absolutely impossible to occupy those seats until the
ventilators were closed up.
The Ron. vV. H. El\IBUNG.-'rhey will
get rid of the Council without a convention,
The PHESIDENT.-I have called the
attention of the architect to the state of
the buildings, and I hope something will
be soon done to improve them. I think
the suggestion made by Mr. Davies is a
very good one, and I also think thn.t some
ourtains round the chamber will make it
more comfortable.
At seven miuutes to one p.m. the Pre'sident left the chair, which he resumed at
twenty-one minutes past two o'clock, when.
he read the prayer.

Lieutenant-Gove'rnor's Speech.

PRESENTATION OF THE
PRESIDENT TO THE LIEUTENANTGOVERNOR~

The PRES1DENT.-I have the honour
to announce to this House that I, this day,
accompanied by several honorable members, waited on His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and presented myself
as the chosen President of this House,
and that His Excellency the Lieutenantw
Governor was pleased to make the following reply:Mr. President - I learn with much pleasure
the choice made by the Legislative Council
in your appointment to fill the high and honorable position of President of that Chamber,
and I feel sure that you will uphold the
dignity of the distinguished office to which yon
ha ve been elected.

LIEu'rEN ANT-GOVEHNOR'S SPEECH.
At twenty-two minutes past two o'clock
the Acting Usher announced the approach
of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
and immediately afterwards His Excellency entered the chamber, attended by
his suite.
'rhe members of the Legislative Assembly having beerr summoned,
His Excellency addressed tho following
speech to both Houses of Parliament:"MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF 'I'HE LEGISJ~ATIVE COUNCIL:
"MR. SPEAKER AND

L~GISLA'fIVE

GENrl'LE~1EN

OF THE

AsSEMBLY:

"I have c~Jled you together in order
that I may a vail myself of your ad vice
and assistance with regard to matters of
importanoe.
"The death of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria, who was revered and beloved
throughout the length and breadth of
Her do~iniolls, not only plunged the
British nation into the grea.tes! grief, but
a1s"o evoked expressions of deepest
sympathy throughout the whole world.
The wisdom displayed by Her Majesty in
affairs of State during her long and
illustrious r.eign, the sympathy she ever
exhibited with all that concerned the welfare and happiness of her people, her
spotless personal character, and the purity
of her Court, commanded ~he reveren~e,
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gl'atitudc, affection, and admiration of her
subjects, and called forth the strongest
feelings of loyal ty and devotion.
"The accession of His Majesty King
Edward vn. has been hailed with ent.husiasm, and fervent hopes ·are entertained
that His Majesty may long he spared to
rule over a loyal, devoted, and happy
people.
"The inaugmation of the Commonwealth on the first day of the century
marked an epoch of the highesi importance in the annals of Australia. The
federal union happily consummated gives
every promise of being the means of the
greater development of the rer:!ources of
Australia, the strengthening of her influence and power as a part of the Empire,
and the continued and ever-increasing
happiness a.nd prosperity of the people.
'rhe importance of this great even t has
been further emphasized by the opening
of the first Parliament of the Commonwealth by the Heir to the Throne. The
visil; of Their Royal Highnesses ·the Duke
and Duchess of Cornwall and York, in
accordance with tho expressed intention
of Her late Majesty Queen Victoria, and
in obedience to the command of His
Majesty the King, is an event whiGh will
ever live in the memory of Australians.
The warm and hearty welcome everywhere
extended to Their Royal Highnesses is
but anot.her expression of the loyalty of
the people of this distant part of the
Empire.
"As the Commonwealth of Australia
Act provides that the Federal "Parliu,ment
shall meet in Melbourne until the establishment of a federal capita.l, my advisers,
being desirous of affording every facility
and showing every courtesy to the Mem~
bel'S of that Parlil.ll11ent, determined, as
authOl'ized by the Common wealth Arrangements Act 1900, to offer the Federal
Government the alternative of holding the
sessions of its Parliament either in the
buildings formerly occupied by the State
P~rliamellt or in the new clutmbers at the
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Exhibition-building. This was accordingly done, and the Government of theCommonwealth selected the fil'st-mentiOlied building.
" Owing to difficulties havi1:1g been experienced as the result of certain defects
in our Constitution, and in view of the
altered conditions brought about by the
accomplishment of Federation, it is the iutention of my advisers to introduce a Bill
providing for the election by the people
of acollvention charged with the duty of
considering what amendments in the la,v
are required as regards both Chambers of
the Legislature, and of framing a measure for the amendment of the Constitution accordingly. Provision will be made
that the Bill framed by the oonvention
after heing discllssed in Parliament, shall
be submitted to [1, direct vote of the
electors, after which my ad visors have no
doubt that the dearly expressed will of
the people will speedily be clothed with
legislative sanction.
"The measure passed last session for the
provision of old-age pensions was of a temporary character. The claims made under
that Act have been f<11' more numerous
than was anticipated, and the sum of
£.75,000 r"rovided therein has proved to be
quite inadeq nate to meet the demands. l\iy
advisers have therefore been compelled to·
take the responsibility, in anticipation of
the sanction of Parliament, of Inaking
advances largely exceeding the amount·
authorized. A Bill will be introduced
.making an old-age pension scheme a permanent measure, providing for the increased expenditure found to be necessary,
gi ving a wider power of recognising the
claims of those of advanced years who
ha ve been unsucoessful in the battle of
life, and have (through no fault of tbeirown)
beon unable to provide for their old age,
while, at the same time, st~'ingently guard. ing the interests of the State as against
unworthy and und-eserving applicants.
"The necessity for a reform of the educa,tional system has engaged the attention
of -the various Parliaments, and also of th(' .
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pu blic, for some time past. In order to
meet the need for improvement, and to
provide for the extension of the system in
accordance with the most modern views, a
Bill will be introduced providing for the
abolition of the system of payments by
results, and the adoption of a fixed
These
scale of salaries for teachers.
changes will in vol ve a revision of the present classification scheme, of the present
methods of inspection and examination of
:schools, and of the training- of teachers.
Provision will also be made in the Bill for
the better carrying out of the compulsory
clauses of the Education Act; for imparting technical instruction, including the
necessary preparatory teaching; and for
the registration of schools and teachers
other than those under the control bf the
Minister of Public Instruction.
" My Ministers are convinced that, upon
the adoption of a more active and systematic State policy in relation to primary
prod nction, the material ad vancement and
prosperity of Victoria largely depend.
Agriculture, and all kindred occupations,
must now be considered in the light of
constantly progressing science, and as
demanding the application of the most
advanced principles and methods. My
advisers have, therefore, determined to so
remodel the working of. the Agricultural
department as to lead, it is hoped, to
Victoria taking her place amongst the
foremost countries of the world in point
.of productiveness as regards all that pertains to the cultivation of the soil. A
director of agricnlture will be appointed,
of approved experience, to whom will be
intrusted the duty of directing and supervising the work of those engaged in the
practical labours of the departmel1~.
Arrangements will also be made for improving the commercial branch of the
department's work, including the reception, preservatio~, grad~ng, a_nd exporting
of all classes of perishable products at the
lowest possible freight rates. The official
agency of the department in London will
be placed 011 such a basis as will render it

a thoroughly useful business medium,
and as will tend to the expansion of our
export trade by every possible means.
Endeavours will also be made to arrange
with the Governments of the other States,
and of Now Zealand, for a conference of
Ministers of Agriculturc, with a -view of
securing, if possible, more united action,
combined with ccononlY of administration.
"My ad visers, recognising that the agricultural and producing intercsts of the
State depend very largely for theil' prosperity upon ready and efficient llleans of
transport, have resolved to adopt a policy
of railway extension which will meet
these require-ments; 'and will enable producers in remote districts to find adequate
facilities for the conveyance of their commodities to market at a reasonable cost.
"With a view to prevent a reCUl'rence of
the extreme inconvenience to which our
producers have been subjected during
past seasons, and also in view of the certainty of a greatly increased railway
traffic, consequent upon Federation and
the removal at an early date of all barriers
between the States, my advisers have
anticipated the authority of Parliament
by providing for additional rolling-stock,
and purpose asking, during the present
session, for authority to construct about
one thousand different vehicles of various
kinds. In this connexion it is most gratifying to be able to announce a very
substantial increase in the railway revenue,
amolluting for the financial year, to oyer
a quarter of a million pounds.
"Provision will be made for more adequately snpplying wharfage and pier
accommodation to cope with the continually increasing demands of our export
trade.
"The evils consequent upon the recent
dry seasons in the northern areas have
emphasized the advantages which must
accrue from the carrying out of ,,,ell-considered schemes of water supply. Considerable relief ha! been afforded to struggling farmers by means of works already
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constnicted; and the desirability of the
construction, ,in the irnmediate future, of
works of . much greater importance is
receiving the earnest. attention of the
department of 'Water Supply.
"Experience has shown that. several
amendments of the Mines Act are imperatively necessary, and a Bill ·will be prepared accordingly. Recognisirig the importance of ultimately securing, within the
bonnda,ries of the State, an ample supply
of coal, the department of Mines is taking
aetive steps for establishing beyond doubt
the exact extent of the carboniferous areas,
and for the better working of known coal
seams, and my advisers will submit for
your consideration a Coal Mines Regulation Bill.

"My advisers recognise the need of
extreme caution in dealing with the
finances of the State at this transition
period of its history, and they feel that
this careful policy will have to be COlltinued until the amoun~ of revenne likely
to be received from the Federal Treasury
can be more accurately estimated.
"MR. SPEAKEI{ AND

GE~TLEMEN OF THE

LEGIST.JATIVE ASSEMBLY:

"The Estimates for the ensuing financial
year, which will be submitted to you,
have been framed with a due regard to
economy on the ono hand and to public
necessities on the other.

"MR.

PRESIDEN'l' AND HONOHABLE GENT]~E

MEN OF THE LEGISLA'l'IVE COUNCIIJ:

"MR.

SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF

THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

"My Government has received several
valuable reports from the InspectorGeneral of Penal E~tablishments, who was
commissioned to visit and report 011 the
prison systems of Great Britain, and of
parts of the Continent and the United
States, with a view to the adoption, in
dealing with prisoners in this State, of
the most modern reformative methods
that have stood the test of experience.
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These reports are now under considenttion, and it is the intention of my
advisers to introduce such changes into
our prison system and method of dealing
with criminals as may be necessary to
give every possible chance of reformation,
-and of earning an honest livelihood, to
offenders against the law.
"In anothel' department, haviNg charge
of a large number of unfortunates for
whose welfare the State becomes responsible, my advisers consider that there is
room for improved administration and the
introduction of more modern methods of
treatment. The' Government has under
consideration legislation for amending the
Lunacy Act, and proposes to ask for the
necessary funds to provide ampler and
more suitable accommodation for certain
classes of patients, to secure more complete classification of all the inmates, and
prevent the necessity for committing for
observation to an. a8ylum or gaol persons
of whose sanity there is some doubt.
"Experience has shown that the measure
passed some years ago to secure better
protection to iufant life is not free from
defects, and it is the intention of my
advisers to' introduce a Bill to provide for
necessary amendments in this Act.
"For some time past the Commissioners
of Audit have' been l'eq uired to administer
the Public Service Act, as well as to audit
the pnblic accounts. This arrangement
has not iJeen altogether ad vantageous, and
my Government propose to take the opportunity of the early retirement of the
present commissioners and the transfer
of some of the departments to the Commonwealth, to make more satisfactory
provision for carrying out these important
duties.
" You will be asked to provide a further
sum of £150,000 to assist fourth, fifth, and •
sixth class municipalities to oarry out
urgent worl\:s; the expenditure of that
amount to be spread over a period of
three years.
"Some of the local governing bodies have
suffered hardship by reason of their having
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had to maintain in repair maill roads
passing through their districts, over which
a large traffic, competing with the railways,
is contil1ually passing, for places beyond,
but from which traffic no local benefit is
derived. In order to afford relief in
such cases, my advisers will submit to _
yon a measure permittiug such municipalities, if they so desire, t.o establish,
subject to the consent of the Governor in
Council in each case, a system of toll, so
that the persons using the roads shall bear
a fair share of the cost of their maintenance.
" A Bill dealing with the reclassification
of shires will also be laid before you.
"The question of the settlement of trade
disputes by means of courts of conciliation and arbitration has been under the
consideration of my advisers, and they will
lay before you a measure dealing with the
matter.
" A Bill to consolidate and thus simplify
the Land Acts now in force is being prepared for your consideration, also a measure dea1ing fuily with forests and forest
conservatioll.
" Bills will be introduced for amending
the Vermin Destruction Act, the Factories
Act, the Marine Act, the Marriage Act,
the Railway Lands Acquisition Act, the
Exported Products Act, and the Poisons
Act; also Bills providing for the reclassification of. the rail way employes; the inspection and regulation of boilel's and
scaffolding; the abolition of trading
coupons; the preventi<?n of the adulteration of foods and beer; the registration
of brands; and the licensing of gold
buyers.
"I now leave you to your deliberations,
• and I pray that, by the blessing of Divine
Providence, your labours may conduce to
the progress and prosperity of the
people."
His Excellency and suite then with·
drew, and the members of the Assembly
also left the chamber.

11£1·. G, 11. Jenkins.

rrhe ,PREsIDEN'r again took the chair at)
twenty minutes to five o'clock.
COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER THE .
OATH.
The PHESTDENT.-I beg to announce·:
to honorable' members that I have received
a commIssion from His Excellency the.
Lieutenallt-Governor, empowering me to
administer the oath to members of this'
House.
The commission was then read by the
Acting Clerk.

NEW MEMBER.
The Hon. S. G. Black, whose election.
for Nelson Province had been previously
annollnc.ed,was introduced, and delivered;
to the Acting Clerk the declaration ofqualification required by the Act N Q.
1075.
MARINE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
r:rhe Ron. A. 'WYNNE Il.1oved for leave'
to itltrod uce a Bill to amend section 188
of the Marine Act 1890.
The motion was ::lgreed to.
The Bill was then brough t in, and read.
a first time.

MH. G. H. JENKINS.
The PRESIDENT.-Before I call OB
notices of motion, I desire to read a letter
which I have received from the Clerk of
this House, Mr. George Hem'y Jenkins.
He has asked me to read it to the House,
in accordance with the constitutional'
practice in the old country. It is as
follows:The Parliament of the Commonwealth,
Parliament Honse, Melbourne,
18th June, 1901.
Dear Mr. Presiclellt.,--I beg to inform you
that the Right Honomble the Prime Minister of
Australia has done me the hononr of offering
me, temporarily, the position of Clerk of the.
House of Representatives in the Parliament of
the Commonwealth, and I have .decided to
accept that office for the present session.
I 'applied accordingly to be a.llowed leave of
absence from my duties as Clerk of ·the Parlin.·.'
ments and Clerk of the Legislative Conncil,
which Sir 'Vm. Zeal, when President, was geod '
enough to grant me, and strollgly recommendetl ,
my application for the favorable consideration
of the Govel'l1ment, and I have now received·
an official intimation from tbe honoriJ"ble the
. Premier of Victoria, intimating .that my.
application for le::.n-e has been approyed.of by .
. the Governor ill CounciL
.
In scyering for a time my connexion with
your honorable House, I need scarcely say'
, th~t I do so with the keenest regret, a..lthollgh ;
I
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I.feel great pride in being afforded the opportunity of placing at the disposal of the Parliament of the Commonwealth the best services
of which I am capable.
To you, Mr. President, and to all honorable
members, I must express my most heartfelt
thanks for the great consideration and unfailing
courtesy with which you have ever treated me
while holding the high and responsihlepo:;;ition
of Clerk of the Parliaments of Victoria, and
the memory of your kindness will remain with
me to the end of my life.
With feelings of the greatest respect and
affection for yourself and all honorable members, I beg to subscribe myself,
My dear Mr. President,
Yours, most faithfully,
GEO. H. JENKINS.
The Honorable the President of the Legislative Council.

Having been acquainted with Mr. Jenkins
for almost a life-time, both in the Lower
House and ill the U ppel' Honse of the
Legislature of tbis colony, I can bear
testimony to his unfailillg attention to
business, his great knowledge of parliamentary practice, and his perfect impartiality in giving his ser~Tice~ to the
Government of the day, and indeed to all
members of the House. I have derived
considerable assistance from him at
different times in my legislative career,
and I am sure other honorable members
have had the same experience. I expl'ess
the wish, which I am sure is shared by
honorable ·members, that· in his new
sphere he may have a happy career.
The· Hall. A. WTNNE.-I understand
it is usual when clerks of the Honse of
Commons or the House of Lords retire, for
the House to convey to them assurances
of cordial respect. I beg to give notice
that Iwil1, on the next day of meeting,
moveThat the President be reqm~sted to acquaint
Mr. Jenkins, on his retirement, of the assurance
of the Honse's cordia'! respect and regard and
appreciation of his valuable services.

Sir HE~HY CUTHBERT.-He does not
retire from this Honse.
The Hon. A. "VYNNE.-It is a temporary retirement.
Sir HENRY CU'l'HBERT.-Then you might
put in "temporary retirement."
The HOll. A. TVYNNE.-I shan use the
word" temporary."
FEDERAL AND VICTORIAN
PAHLIAMEN'l'S REPRESENTATIVES
BILL.
The Hon. A. WYNNE presented a
message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, iutimating that His Excellency had caused the Federal and
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Victorian Parliament':! Representatives
Bill, which had been reserved for the.'
signification of His Majesty's pleasure,
and which received His Majesty's assent
on the 25th March, to be proclaimed in
the Victoria, (Jove'rnment Gazette (see p. 18).

HANSARD.
The PRESIDENT.-Before reporting to
honorable members the speech of His'
Excellency the Lieutenant-GoVel'1lOr, I
wish to meation that my attention has
has been caned by the chief of the Hansa1'cl
staff to the difficulty the reporters have,
from the seat in the gc1.11ery, in hearing
adequately what passes ill the House. He
has asked me to bring under notice whether
it would not be the pleasure of the House
to allow them to sit at the table. I men- .
tion this now, and possibly the SolicitorGeneral or some other member will, on
consideration, move any motion he may·
think fit with regard to it.
rrhe Hon. A. -WYNNE.-·I have not the
slightest objection. I think in another
place it is the practice for the Hansa1'd'
reporters to sit at the table. If the House
.has no objection, I will give notice to
move on the next day of ITleeti~)gTha.t authority be g~ven by the House for
the reporters of the lIansa7'd staff to sit at
the table and report the debates at t.he pleasure
of the House.
LIEUTE~ANT·GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS IN .REPLY.

The PRESIDENrr.-I have now to report to the HOllse t.hat His Exc~llency the
Lieutenant - Governor attended in the
chamber to-day and delivered his speech,
copies of which honorable members have
in their bands. I will be happy to read it
if honorable members desire it.
Several HOXOE.ABE ME2unERs.- No, no.
The Hon. G. GODFREY movedThat a committee be appointed to prepare an
address to His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor in reply to His Excellency'S opening
speech, such committee to consist of the Honorables Sir Henry Cuthbcrt, G. Godfrey, D.
Ham, J. Y. McDonald, E. MOl'ey, A. O.
Sachse, [1:nd J. Stel'llberg,

The Hon. J. STEHNBEH.G seconded the
motion.
Sir HENHY CU'rHBEHT.--I must request the honorable member to remove
my name from the committee. I would
rather 1)8 in a position to speak freely on
,the proposals of the Government.
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The Hon. G. GODFREY said he would
omit Sir Henry Cuthbert's name.
rfhe HOll. J. M. DAVlEs.-Some of the
honorable members whose names are on
the committee are not present.
The Hall. G. GODFREY.- I think
there will be a sufficient nnmber to carry
out the business.
The motion, amended by the omission
of the name of Sir Henry Cuthbert, ,vas
agreed to.
The Hon. G. GODFREY moved··That the committee retire immediately.

The Hon. J. STERNBERG seconded
the motion, which was agl'eed to.
DEATH OF HER MAJESTY
QUEEN VICTORIA.
ADDRESS 1'0 l'HE KING.

rrhe PRESIDENT announced the receipt of a message from the Legislative
Assembly, transmitting to the Legis1at.ive
Council an address to His Majesty the
King, with which they desired the concurrence of the Legislative ·Council.
The address, which was read by the
President, was as follows:To THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.
MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN-

\Ve, the
. Legislative Assembly
of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, embrace
the first opportunity we ha\'e had since .the
death of our late beloved Soyereign Queen Vic·
toria to assure Your Majesty tllat we deeply
sympathize in the great sorrow "'hich Your
Majesty has sustained by that mournful even t.
vVe submit to Your Majesty our respectful
congratulations on your accession to the throne,
and hope that under the Divine hlessing Your
Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous
reign, and that it may he marked by a continuance of the progress and happin~ss pa.rticipated
in by all classes of the British race during the
reign of your illustrious mother.

The Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat the blank in the foregoing address bp
filled up by the insertion of the words" Legis.
lative Council and the"

The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE moveclThat this Honse agree with the Legislative
Assembly in the said address.

He said-'When her late Majesty departed
this life, Parliament was not sitting, and
a message was sent by His Excellency the
LieutclUmt-Governor, 011 behalf of the
Parliament and people of this State, expressing the deep sympathy of Victorians
at the demise of the Queen. vVe are now
called upon formally to take this opportunity, the first that has arrived since

Address to the Kin,q.

Parliamen t' met, of expressing the
deep sympathy of the Parliament of
Victoria to the King at the loss of our
late beloved Queen, and· to submit to His
Majesty our congratulations on his accession to 'the Throne.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.--I have very
great" pleasure in seconding this motion,
as I know that every member of this
House sympathizes very much with His
Majesty ')11 the death of onr late revered
Queen-a Queen the most illustrious that
ever sat on the British Throne. During
her long career she has exhibited to the
world an example in the purity of her
life. In her public life she commanded
the respect of nations. In her private
life she commanded the respect of her
loving subjects throughout her wide
dominions. Her death was a source of
deepest regret to her family, who are
closely attached to her j and more espeeially to His Majesty the King it must have
been a, deep sorrow.
And while the
world has mourned her loss, we have
taken the earliest opportunity that the
meeting of Parliament affords of expressing our great sympathy with the Royal
Family. To the world at large it is a
source of grea.t gratification to know that
the '1'hrone will be filled by one who is
considered the first gentleman 'of his age,
and who has been accustomed to rule
over mankind, and we trust that, his
reign will be conducive to the happiness
and prosperity of the British nation and of
all his dominions.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-I am desirous of
expressing my concurrence with the
address that has just now been moved.
The only thing I have to say in connexion
with the matter is that I much regret
that au opportunity was not taken at a very
much earlier stage of calling Parliament
together for the purpose of expressing
our heartfelt sympathy and condolence
at the great loss the British nation has
sustained.
I speak upon this matter
the more earnestly beca use looking back
to the time when I was 24 or 25 years of
age, I happened to be in attendance on Her
Majesty at a visit she made to Liverpool.
I feel that some oversight must have
tttken place on the part of the Executive
at the time of that sad loss that we in this
State of Victoria, which has been named after
Her late Majesty, were Dot then assembled
for the purpose of sending to her bereaved
fa,mily a message expressing our deep
regret and sympathy.
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rrhe motion was agreed to.
rrhe PRESIDENT also announced the
receipt of a message from the Legislative
Assembly, transmitting to the Legislative
Council an address to His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, with whioh they
desired the concurrence of the Legislative
Coullcil.
The address requested His
Excellency to communicate, by cable, to
the. Principal Secretary of State for tho
Colonies the address to the King, for presentation to His Majesty.
The HON. A. ·WYNNE moved:-

AdJ.1'eSS in Reply.
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the love and affection of her subjects to
the extent that Her late Majesty did. vVe
also feel proud to acknowledge the accession of His Majesty King Edward VIr.
We are pleased that the continuance of
the sovereignty in Great Britl:~in has fallen
upon one so well loved. vVe appreciate
his accession, and hope that he may long
continue to adorn the Throne.
The incorporra.tioll of the ConunolHrealth of Australia is an event which we were all anxiolls
for. I think the House will agl:ee that it
marks an epoch iii the history of Australia,
and that it will make history in the future.
That this House agree with the Legislative
vVe can only hope that all that has been
Assembly in the said address.
and wished for from federation
desired
rrhe motion was agreed to.
-will be fulfilled, and th1:tt it will tend to
rrHE LIEUTEN ANT-GOVEHNOR'S
the consolidation of Australia, and to the
SPEECH.
welfare of His Majesty's subjects in the
whole Commonwealth.
The place of
ADDRESS IN HEPLY.
The committee appointed to prepare an meeting of the Commonwealth· Parliaaddress to His Excellencv the Lieutenant- Illent was the subject of a Bill passed by
Governor, in reply to Hif:\ Excellency'S Parliament, in which it was left to the
opening speech, brought up the following Victorian Govcrnment to give the option
to the Federal Parliament of choosing the
address in reply : building in which they would meet. I
To His Excellency the Honorable Sir J o11n
think the course the Govcrnment h:1vO
Madden, Knight C0111malH:l.er of the Most
taken in giving them the use of ParliaDistiuguished Order of St. Michael and St.
George; Lieutenant (Jovel'llor of the State of
ment House will meet wit h the approval
Victoria and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c.
of this Chamber, because it has thus
MAY IT PJ,RASJ<~ YOUR EXCELLENCYshown that courtesy to guests which we
\Ve, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in
all desire should be shown, and that we
Parliament assembled, beg to express our
have every desire to gire to t.he Commonloyalty to onr Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
wealth Parliament every facility and
thank Your Excellency for the speech which
c\'ery encouragement for the perbrmallce
your Excellency has been pleasefl to address to
Parliament, and we further express our deep
of their duties.
sorrow at the irreparable loss occasioned by
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-For how long 1
the death of Her late Gracious Majesty
The HOll. GEORGE GODFREY.~I
Queen Victoria.
presm;1e for such time as the Parliament
The Hon.
GEORGE
GODFREY of the Commonwealth will meet in Vicmovedtoria.
That the Council agrees with the committee
The HOll. F. S. GmMwADE.-It may be
in the s~id address.
ten or fifteen years.
He said.-I lta,;e been asked to move the
The Hon. GEORGE GODFREY.-The
adoption of the address in reply to His proposal for a convention is one which nu
Excellency'S speech, an honour whioh I doubt deserves yery serious consideration.
duly appreciate. The programme wbieh I hope full consideration will be given to
las been furnished by the Government in the question so that, if possible, our present
this speech is one which is so full,. and Constitution will be followed, and that it
contains so many measures, that I feel will only be in the last resort that snch a
quite sure that a great deal of the time of convention will be called. I feel sure
this House will be required to discuss them. that this House has every desire to pass
With referel1ce to the first item, I am Sllre allY legitimate rcform that will couduce
that the Council will concur in expressing to the prosperity of the conntry, and I
its deep sorrow at the death of Her late trust that it will not be until every
Most Graciolls Majesty. vVe feel that the effort is made by Parliament that allY
British nation has lost a grand sovereign, resort will be made to a convention to
and that that loss is felt all over the frame a Constitution for Victoria.
civilized world.
No queen, no royal
The Hon. J. M. DAViES.-It does not
sovereign, has ever reigned who possessed. say that in the speech.
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The Han. GEORGE GODFH.EY.-The
speech sn.ys that a Bill has been prepared
to provide for a cOllvention, but I hope
the Government will cID1lsidel', before they
bring in this Bill, that there are within
the existing Constitution sufficient powers
to effect any reforms tbat are necessary,
and it should be the desire 01 the Government of this country not to incur the
expense of such a convention-which
would be very heavy-until every point
has been strained, and ullt·il this House
or the Parliament of Victol'i8J refuse to
enact the required reform. 'fhere is no
doubt that both Houses will have to effect
a reduction in tho number of their members; but they have not yet been asked
to do it, and, until they have been
asked, I hope the Governn;ent will not
persevere with the intended convention.
I am very pleased, indeed, to see that the
old-age pensions are to be made a permanent provision, because I think it is a
very propel' measure f.or the State to adopt,
and one suited to the circumstances of this
country. With respect to the existing
provision I have regarded the administration as leaving something to be desired,
and indeed I think it is only in points
of administration that the.old-age pensions
scheme has ill any way failed. 'Vhatever
amendments may be made in the legislation at present in force on this subject, it
should be kept in mind that the provision
was intended for the benefit of old and
reputable citizens who have fallen on evil
times, and not of persolls of no character,
or of drunken habits. I trust, therefore,
that the proposals which will be submitted
to ns 011 this question will receive from ns
'very great care and consideration so far
as the adminietratioll is concerned. Another measure we are promised in t.he
Lieutenant-Govel'l1or's speech, is a Bill for
effecting a reform in our educational system. There is no doubt that a reform.
in that respect is much caBed for,
and I tim therefore highly pleased to find
that this subject occupies a prominent
plaoe in His ExcellenGY's address. The
proposal for the remodelling of the Agricultural department is a very valuable
one, and the COllrfae the Government intend to adopt, and which is being proceeded with, will I hope be carried to a
conclusion. 'While in London J had the
opportunity of seeing there the establishment which was presided over by Mr.
Sincluir. I took some little tron ble in
inquiring into the extent and character of
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'its operations, and I was really pleased
with what I observed. The Government
have taken the proper course of re-appoint- .
ing thatgentlemau in his proper positiol1 J
for .he can do val uable and loyal work in
.London. Another question mentioned in
the Governor's speech is that of railway
extension for th.e benefit of the producing
interests, and in this connexion the
Government may receive our congratulations. Everything ·should be done to
favour the producing interests of this·
country, apd if an 8xtension of the railways in any direction which \. . ould lead to
a greater quantity of produco being oarried to the advantage of the State is proposed by t.he Government, I shall be only
too pleased to assist them in any F.hape 01'
way in giving effect to what is brought
before us. Atlditional rolling-stock to
meet the increase ill the railway traffic is
required, and I am quite sme that this
House will agree with what. the Govern~ellt have already done in this matter.
The scheme of water supply for the mallee
countryisanother very important proposal,
and I know that .aB members of t.his House
are interested in the welfare of that part
of our State, and that they will be only
too pleased to assist the Government in
carrying any measure \...-hich will improve·
the position of the unfortunate settlers
there. It is also proposed to have an
'amendment in our mining legislation.
This is an action which is called for by
the condition of our mining, and I trust
that it is intended that the amendments
will be in t.he direction of improving the
position ill the coal-mining districts, for
the coal-mining industry is one whioh is
essential to the interests of any country.
I shall give my cordial support t~ that
'part of the (Jovernnnent'~ programme.
The promise that the Government intend
to deal with extreme caution as regards
the finances of this State, is one which
will meet with onr hei\fty concurrence,
and I hope that they will llOt Olily carry
out their proposed reforms, but tha.t v:e
shall in future years see the beneficial·
results of their action. rfhe subject of .all
improved and more systematic method of
dealing with our criminals is another
matter referred to in His Excellencv's
speech.
It is one which calls for the
deep and earnest consideration of our
Legislature, and the pa.rt of the speech
in which those reforms are touched upon ii
auother of the Government. proposals which·
will meet with my heart.y concurrence ..
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. Another measure deserving of our hearty
consideration if:! the promised Bill for
the amendment of the Lunacy Act. It
requires much amendment, for ~ very great
,diffi.cultiea are being experienced in C011-.
nexion with that department of administration at the present time. Persons about
: whose insanity thore are doubts are some·
time8 put into the lunatic asylums, although they are not really insane, and the
Bill to amend the Lunacv Act i~ therefore
one which will meet with hearty approval.
-'fhe proposed m6a~3Ure for the better pro. tectiOli of infant life will receive consideration. It is a measure which is calloo for,
as has been made clear from certain cir,cut1lstances which have so recently been
before us. The proposal to mttke more
satisfactory provision for carrying ont the
duties of the Commissioners of Audit is
one which will receive the commendation
of honorable members of this House. I
do not think that the present system is
one which tends to satisfy the public service, or qleets the position of our finances,
and, under all the circumstances, the proposed Bill for the alteration of the duties
of these gentlemen is one which will meet
. with our hearty approval. The proposal
; to apply a further ·sum of £150,000 to
assisting the fourth, fifth, and sixth class
mUllieipalities to carry out urgent works
~provides for an expenditure much required
by the local bodies. As it is stated that
the expenditure is· to extend over a period
of three years, I hope this House will approve of the proposals of the Government
in that direction. A measnre to permit
certain municipalities to establish a system of tolls is another of the promises
cOlltain~d in His Excellency's speech.
I do not know, sir, whether such is the
desire of this House, or whether honor-:
able members will have much to say
on that subject,' but we have in the past
regarded tolls as objectionable, aRd I am
almost inclined to regret that this measure
is to be introduced by the Government.
It is said that some of the mnnicipalities
-are asking for a. provision of this character,
and that being so the matter will have to
receive our consideration. The proposal
to establish courts of conciliation and
'arbitration for the purpose of settling
trade disputes is one which has been
-adopted elsewhere. I think it has been
dealt with, or is about to be dealt with,
in Great Britain. The subject is certa.inly .
-a very important one, and if we 'can
succeed in pas!3ing a;measure w.hich· will
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settle trade disputes in the' manner proposed in His Excellency's speech we shall
have achieved a very desirable accomplishment. If the Bill to be brought· forward
is of such a character that it would seerH
capable of being carried into effect, it will
receive my hearty SUppoi't. '.rhe speech
also promises us a Bill .101' the consolidation and simplification of the Land Aets
now in force. This will be a measure
which will be extremely useful to those
who have to do with the land. A consolidation and codification of the Land
Acts is., indeed, one of the most useful
measures that we could secure, and we can
congratulate ourselves on. such a proposal
now being brought forward. The other
legislative proposals ment·joned in the
speech will,
it would seem, provide
ns with . work for
several
months. Amongst these are the Bills
for amending the Vermin Destruction
Act and the Income rrax Act. I assume
that by the amendment of the Income
'fax Act, the Government intend to remove the anomalies which at present
exist in the administration of that measure.
An HONORABLE ME:\fBER.-And the reduction of the amount.
The Hon. G. GODl!"REY. - I say
nothing about the reduction of the
amount, or the alteration of the incidence
of the income tax, but in the administmtion of the Act we have, for several years,
had reasou to complain of anomftlies,
though the number of. these has been
gradually reduced by the decisions of the
Supreme Court. A nnmber of anomalies,
however, still. remain, and I shall only
be too pleased to assist the Government
in passing a Bill which will effect an im·
provement in this respect. We are also
promised Bills to amend the Rail way
Lands Acquisition. Act, the Exported
Products Act, and the Poisons Act, as
well as Bills for the abolition of trading
coupons, and for the. prevention of the
adulteration -or foods, which are all
measures' that will require most careful consideration. There are, indeed, so
many Bills contemplated that I doubt
_whether we shall be able to deal with
them all in one session. I do not assume
that that is intended. If we are constant·
in our attendance, if we meet for work on
three days in the week, this House will
render great assistance in carrying these
various measures into effect, and there
may yet be 'hope that all these measures
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may come before us, and be ~ealt with.
'The speech is full of work. For us it
rneans constant attention and constant
application. I feel sure, however, that
we shall only be too pleased to
do Ollr duty, and to assist the Government in any way we can in carrying out
the business that will come before this
House. I do 'not desire to detain the House
further in moving this address in reply to
His Excellency's speech. I had very short
notice to speak upon the subjeet, but I am
quite sure that this House, bearing that
fact in mind, will extend every consideration to me for my imperfections in this
instanoe. I will conclude by moving the
adoption of the address in reply.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-l rise to
second the motion which has been so ablv
submitted by the honorable member wh~
has just concluded. In doing so, I wish
to say-The PRESIDENT.-Does the honorable member wish to address himself to
the motion 1
The Hon. J. Sl'ERN'BERG.-l beg to
second the motion, and to move the adjournment. I desire to speak to the
motion later.
The PRESIDENT.-If the honorable
member speaks now he cannot speak later,
but if he only formally seconds the motion for the adoption of the address in
reply, he can speak again. The question
is that the Honse agree with the motion
for the adoption of the address in reply.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES: - If the
seconder does not say anything and the
motion is carried, the matter ends there.
If, however, the honorable, member wishes
to speak to the motion he can speak now.
The PRESIDEN'r.-l understand that
the honorable member does noL wish to
speak now, but merely wishes to formally
second the motion. '
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. -1 understood, Mr. President, that you intended
to put the motion.
The Hon. D, MELVILLE.-l desire,
,Mr. President, to say three or four words
and then to move the adjournment.
What 1 wish to say in regard to this
extraordinary business of to-night can be
put into a very few words. It was the
honorable member's duty, when moving
this address-or I should say that, in my
opinioll, it would have been much better
for him to have done that-tO have carried
out the intention with which he began his
speech, and that was to say llothing. He
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professes to have taken upon himself the
duty of moving the address in reply to
His Excellency's speech, the very kernel
of which he totally dissents from.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-I would ask, Mr.
President, whether the honorable member
is in order at present, unless he is rising
to second the adoption of the address in
repl'y ~
The Hon. J. S'l'ERNBERG.-l may
explain that I moved the adjournment to
meet the convenience of honorable members who are desirons of getting away tonight to be present at another public
funct-ion.
The speech-the address in
reply which 1 am to second-has been
placed in my hands only within the last
few moments. I am sure the Honse will
graciously give way and allow the adjournment.
The PRESIDENT.-'rhe quest.ion is
that this debate be adjourned to this day
week.
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE.-The honorable member having risen he has now lost
his opportunity until I have concluded. If
the honorable member will recall what he
has done he will see that this is so. I am
perfectly willing that the debate should
be adjourned, but 1 would point out that
the honorable member cannot COl'l.1mence
until I have finished my remarks.
'rhe PRESIDENT.-Do 1 understand
that Mr. Melville wishes to continue his
reularks for a time and that he will then
move the adjournment 1
The HOll. J. ~1.. DAVIES.-l would like
to point out, Mr. President, that if Mr.
Melville speaks to the question he cannot
speak again.
The Hon. D. M.ELVILLE.-I can move
the adjournment.
The PRESIDENT. - The honorable
member can speak to the question, and,
while speaking, move the adjonrnmel)t.
'rhe Hon. A. WYNNE.-It has always
been the custom since I have been a member of this House for the mo\,er and
seconder of the address in reply to speak
first, and as a matter of courtesy they
have always been allowed to speak in the
first instance. To oblige other honorable
members who wish to attend the function
this evening Mr. Sternberg agreed to
postpone his speech until the next day of
meeting. The request for the adjournment came from the other side, and I think
it now unfair to jump the position and
take'his place before he has had an opportunity of speaking. Otherwise he \vas
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quite prepared to continne his remarks in administered by commissioners or a
seconding the adoption of the address in commissioner appointed for the purpose.
" reply. I do not think it fair t.hat anyone
Subsequently, His Honour Sir Hartley
"Williams (who was accompanied by Mr.
else should try to take his place.
" The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I am per- Justice Hood), entered the House ana,
fectly in order. '1'he honorable member having been conducted by the Serjeant-atsat down, and it is my right to rise if I Arms to the chair, handed to the Clerk a
have anything to say on the question commission from the Lieutenant-Governor
before the Honse. But there was no such authorizing him to administer the oath of
understanding as that alluded to, and allegiance to honorable members.
The members present then took th"e
therefore I simply move now that this
debate be adjourned. I shall claim my Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty King
right to continue my remarks when the Ed ward VII. in the following order : House next meets.
Mr. F. C. Mason (Speaker); Mr.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-In all A. J. Peacock, Promier and Treasurer,
deference to the honorable member, I and Minister of Labour; Mr. W. A. '1'renwould inform him that I have already with, Chief Secretary and Minister of Railways; Mr. D. J. Duggan; Commissioner
moved that the debate be adjourned.
The PHESTDENT.-Do you' withdraw of Crown LandFl and Survey; Mr. John
the motion ~
Morriss'3Y, Minister of Agriculture; Mr.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-No, sir.
J. B. Burton, Minister of Mines and vVater
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE.-Does that Supply; Mr. vVm. GnlT, Minister of Pubdeprive me of my right to continue my lic Instruction; Mr. W. D. Beazley, Chairremarks ~
man of Committees; Messrs. C. L.Anclrews,
The PRESIDEN'r.-The honorable R. 1. Argyle, A. S. Bailes, R. 'r. Barbour,
mem ber can speak against the adjourn- G. H. Bennett, T. Bent, J." VV. Billsol1,
ment. The qnestion is that the debate be John Bowser, F. H. Bromley, J. '1'. Brown,
now adjourned.
Ewen Cameron, E. H. Cameron, P. ChirnThe motion for the adjournment of the "side, A. 'V. Craven, Alfred Downward, J.
debate was agreed to, and the debate was G. Duffy, J. F. Duffus, J. H. Dyer, C. L.
adjourned until the following Tuesday.
Forrest, Henry Foster, M. J. S. <lair, Dun'1'he House adjourned at thirteen minutes can Gillies, George Graham, "V. B. Grose,
to six oiclock, until Tuesday, J nne 25.
Albert Harris, Joseph Harris, G. F. Holden, W. H. Irvine, 'V. S.. Keast, Thomas
Kennedy, David Kerr, J. 'V. Kirton,
LEGISL.A_TIVE ASSENfBLY. '1'homas
Langdon, H. S. W. Lawson, D.
T'llesday, •June 18, 1901.
B. Lazarus, Donald Mackinnon, Frank
Madden, William Maloney, J. 'V. Mason,
Proceedings commenced at noon by the P. C. McArthur, Peter McBride, T. P.
Clerk of the Assembly (Mr. W. V. Hobin- McInerney, Sir J. McInt.yre, M. K.
lion, C.M. G.) read ing the Lieu tellant-Gover- McKenzie, Donald McLeod, David Methyen, John Murray, A. G. Nichols,' D. S.
nOl"S proclamation convoking Parliament
Oman, Richard O'Neill, A. R. Outtrim, G.
for Tuesday, June 18, 1901.
M. Prendergast, A. G. C. Ramsay, 'V. '1'.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO KING Reay, Arthur Robinson, J. 'I'. Sadler,
EDWARD VII.
George Sangster, Thomas Smith, Robert
The SPEAKE.R announced that ho had Stanley, S. 'r. Staughton, D. C. Sterry,
received a message from the Ueutenant- R. F. Toutcher, R. '1'. Vale, E. C. 'Yarde,
Governor, notifying that her late Most J. S. vVhite, and E. D. vVilliams.
Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria died on
Ou the co~pletion of the ceremony of
the 22nd of January last, and that on the swearing members, the commissioner re~3rd of January His Most Gracious
tired.
Majesty King Edward VII. had been lawOPENING OF THE SESSION.
fully proclaimed King. The LieutenantGovernor, therefore, pursuant to the 28th
At thirty-two minutes past two o'clock
section of the Constitution Act, desired p.m. the Acting Usher of the Legislative
that honorable members, before proceeding Council brought a message from His Excelto sit and vote in the Legislative Assembly, lency the Lieutenant-Governor, reqllesting
should take and subscribe the Oath of the attendance of honorable members in
Allegiance to His Majesty, which would be the chamber of the Legislative Council.
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'The members present, headed' by the
Speaker, and attended by the Clerk, the
Clerk-Assistant, and the Serjeant-at-Arms,
proceeded to the cluunber of the Legis.lative Council.
Business was afterwards suspended
until half-past fonr o'clock, when the
Speaker again took the chair.
COMMISSION rro S'VEAR MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER informed the House
that he had received a commission from
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
authorizing him to administer the Oath of
Allegiance from time to time to such
· members of the LegisJative Assembly as
had aot already taken aod subscribed the
· same to His Majest.y King Edward the
Seventh.
The following members were subsequently sworn :Messrs. Ed ward Findley, Theodore
Fink, D. V. Hennessy, J. A. Isaacs, J. F.
Levien, and H. R. ·Williams.
RESIGNATIONS OF MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER announced that he had
received the following letters from gentle- ,
men who were members of the House.
·prior to the prorogation, infoi'ming him of
their resignation : Legislative Assembly, Victoria,
.
9th May, 1901.
My DEAR MR. SPEAKER.-Havillg been
elected a member of the House of Representatives in the Parliament of the Commonwealth of
Australia, I have the honour to resign my seat as
member for Gippsland North in the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria.
I take this opportunity of expressing my
thanks to yon and my late fellow members for
the many kindnesses ~nd courtesies extended to
me in the l?ast, and I shall ever look back with
pleasure to our long connexion, which to me has
been of the most agreeable character.
vYith best wishes for the future suc.cess of the
Chamber over which you have the honour to
preside,
I remain, dear Mr. Speaker,
Yours very truly,
A. McLEAN.
Fitzroy, lOth May, 1901.
Hon. F. O. ~MClson, M'.L.A., Spealce1' Legislative Assem.bly, Victoria.

SIR,

.

Having been elected to the Commonwealth!
Senate, I beg to resign my seat in the Legislative Assembly as one of the member.s. for the'
electorate of Fitzroy, and at the s!l.me time I .
desire to thank my fellow members for their
courtesy and goodwill during the last twelve
years as a member of that body.
I am, Sir,
Yours obediently,
,
,R. W. BEST.

Legislative' Assembly,
Victoria, lOth May, 1901.
The Han. the Speake}' of the Legislative
Assem.bly.

SIR,
Being elected representative for Moira in the
Federal Parliament, I have the honour to
tender you my resignation as member for
Benalla and Yarrawonga electorate in the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria.
.
Permit me, Mr. Speaker, to tender to you,
and all the members of your House, my sincere
thanks for the courtesy and kindness extended
to me 1l,t all' times, also to acknowledge my indebtedness to your officers and staff for their
generous and ttble assistance.
Y onrs truly,
T.KENNEDY.
TI~e Hon. F. C. Mason.
Legislative Assembly,
Victoria, 13th May, 1901.
'The Han. the Spea.kel' ofthe Legislative Assembly.
DEAR SIR,
In consequence of having been elected pund
sworn in as a member of the Federal Honse of
Representatives, I beg to resign the position I
hold as a member of the L~gislative Assembly
of Victoria for the electoral district of Gunpower.
I remain, dear Sir,
Very truly yours,
J. H. McCOLL.
Legislative Assembly,
Victoria, May 13th, 1901.
The Han. P. O. Mct80n, M.L.A., Speaker, <.f:c.
My DEAR MR. SPEAKER,
. Having been elected a member of the House
of ~epresentatives in the Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia, I have the honour
to resign my seat as member for Footscray in
the Legislative Assembly of Victoria.
Permit me to convey to you my hearty
thanks for the many kinclnesses shown to me
by yourself and my fellow members.
I shall ever remember with gratitude my
short but interesting connexion with the Legislative Assembly of Victoria.
YVith best wishes for the Assembly over
which you preside,
I am,
Very truly yours,
SAMUEL :MAUGER.
Legi~lative Assembly, Victoria,
20th May, 1901.
The E!onomble the Speaker, Legislative
Assernbly of Victoria.
SIR,
Having been elected to the position of
Member of the Federal House of Representatives, I have the honour to hereby resign my
position as member for Talbot and Avoca in
the State Parliament. I desire to express my
appreciation of the ma.ny kindnesses I have
received from yourself and from my fellow
members, and that you and they may be long
spared to aid the progress and develop the
prosperity of the State of Victoria.
I have the honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient servant,
C. CARTY SALMON.

'Temporary Chcti1'Jnen
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Attorney-General, Victoria.
Crown Law Offices,
Melbourne, 31st Mi1Y, 1901.
To the Honorable F. O. Mason, lIf.P., the
Speaker of the Legislative Asse7rbblyof Vict01'ia.
:My DEAlt MR. SPEAKER,-I beg to tender you
my resignation as a member of the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria. Through you I desire to
,take affectionate leave 'of all my fellow memo
bel's, and to express the confident belief that in
the still extensive field of duty reserved to i~,
the Legislative Assembly will have a future
powerful a.nd brilliant, a.nd altogether worthy
of its distinguished past. I am; dear Mr.
Speaker, yours faithfully,
ISAAC A. ISAACS.

NE'V MEMBERS.
The SPEAKE,R announced that, haying
recei'ved the r-esignatiolls which he had already read to the Honse, ~e had issued
writs for the electioll of members in the
various electorates to sllcceed the honorable members who had retired. The late
right honorable member for St. Kilda (Sir
George TUl'ller) did not resign, but intimated that he had accepted an office of
profit under the Crown. The honorable
member for Melbourne East (Sir Samuel
Gillott) intimated that he also had accepted an office of pl'ofi t under the Crown;
consequently he (the BpAaker) isslled writs
for the election of successors to those two
gen tIe men also.
He hac] received the
returns from the electorates of St. Kilda,
Melboul'lle East, and Fitzroy, ~howing that
Mr. ,Yo H. 'Villiams, Sir Samuel Gillott,
and Mr. P. J. O'Connor had been duly
elected for those electorates respectively.
He had also r0ceived a telegram from the
Returning Officer for Talbot and Avoca,
sta.ting tho result of the poll for the electioll of Olle member for that electorate.
The telegram was as follows :-.
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Hadkinson Bromley, Ml'. Joseph VVilliam
Kirton, and Mr. John Murray to act as
ternporary Chairmen of Committees whenever requested so to do by the Chairman
of Committees.
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICA,:[,IONS
COMMITTEE.
The SP..I£AKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. George Henry
Bennett, Mr. Ewen Hugh Cameron, Mr.
Mackay John Scobie Gail', Mr: Albert
Harris, Mr. Frank Madden, Mr. David
Methven, and Mr. John vVillia,m Taverner
as the C0mmittee of Elections and Qualifications.
THE DEATH OF QUEEN VICTORIA.
ADDRESS TO KING

Emv ARD

'I.'HE SEVENTH.

Mr. PEACOCK movedThat tliis Honse do agree to the following
address : -

To the King's 11fost Excellent Majesty:
Mos:r GRAel.ous SOVEREIGN.
We, the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in Parliament assembled,
embrace the first opportunity we have had since
the death of our l,tte beloved Sovereign, Queen
Victoria, to assure Yom Majesty that we deeply
sympathize in the great sorrow which Your
Majesty has sustained by that mournful event.
\Ve submit to Your Majesty our respectful
congratulations on your accession to the
Throne, and hope that under the Divine blessing Your Majesty may enjoy a long and prosperous·reign, and that it may be marked by a
continuance of the progress and happiness participated in by all classes of tbe British race
during the reign of Your Illustrious Mother.-

He said-Since the House last met an
event has occurred in the history of onr
empire which has caused the most intense
grief to Her late Majest.y's subjects in (;
,
Fi~ld, 715.
every part of her dominions. His ExcelMitchell, 796.
lency
the Lieutenant-Governor, on the
G. Mitchell declared duly elected th'is day.
ad·vice of his Ministers, aud speaking on
(Sgd.)·
·W. P. CUNNINGHAM,
behalf of the Parliament and the people
Returning Officer.
of this State, communicated with His
He had not received any official return with
Majesty King Ed ward VII., expressing
regard to the election for Footscray, but he
the feelings experienced by the people of
had received a telegram from tho Returning
the State of Victoria on learning of the
Officer intimating that Mr. Jacob Fotherlamented death of our late beloved Soveingham had been duly elected.
Sir Samuel Gillott, Mr. Fotheringham, reign. This is the first occasion on which
Mr. "\Y. H. ·Williams, and Mr. O'Connor Parliament has met since that event, and
it now becomes my cluty to submit for the
were then introduced and sworn.
consideration of this Chamber the address
'rEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF COM- to be presented to His Majesty the King
expressi ve of our feelings as members
MIT'rEES.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his of the Legislative Assembly, and I pro~
warrant nominating Mr. Geurge Henry· pose to ask the concurrence of another place
Bennett, Mr. John Bowser, Mr. Frederick in connexion with this address. A blank
Session 1901.-[2]
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space is left in the address for the insertion of the name of the other Chamber.
I feel certain that it is not necessary that
I should add any words of my own to
recommend the address to the attention
of honorable members. The majority of
the inhabitants of this State, which is
named after her late Majesty, and of the
representatives of the people in the State
Legislatures never had the privilege of
seeing our late beloved Sovereign,
but the feelings that arose in the
minds of all classes when hearing of Her
Majesty's death were exactly similar to
those with which the people in all the other
portions of the empire were overwhelmed.
Her late Majesty's many good qualities
as a cOllstitutional ruler, as a mother,
and as the leader of the nation will
al ways be remembered by the people over
whom Her late Majesty so long and
beneficently reigned. Vve are glad to
hail, as Her Majesty's successor, one who
was known to us so long as the Prince of
Wales, and who is now our Sovereign.
W· e Cttn, I am sure, speak for this State,
and assure His Majesty of our loyalty,
which is a feeling we share in common
with His Majesty's subjects in every part
of the Empire over which it is his proud
privilege to reign.
Mr. IRVINE.-I do not think it neces·
sary· that T should add anything to the
words that have fallen from the Premier.
I think the expressions contained .in the
address and the language which the
Premier has used to express our feelings
with regard to this momentolls event are
quite 8ufficient, and nothing I can add to
them would express our feelings more
fully or more completely.
I have the
honour to second the motion.
'1'he motion for the adoption of the
address was agreed to~
It was also ordered that an address be
forwarded to His Excellency the Governo~,
respectfully requesting that His Excel·
lency would be pleased to communicate
by cable the previous addreRs to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, for
presentat.ion to His Majesty the King.
FEDERAL AND VICTORIAN
PARLIAMENTS REPRESENTATION
BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK preilented a message
from the Lieutenant-Governor intimatillg
that His ~xcellency had caused the
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representation Bill, which had been reserved
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for the signification of His Majesty's
pleasme and which received His Majesty's
.assent on the 25th March, to be proclaimed
in the V7"ct01'ia Gove1'n1nent Gazette.
JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Sir SAMUEL GIL~OTT stated that, in
ordertopreservetheprivileges of the House,"
he begged to move for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend the Justices Act 1890.
The motion was agreed to.
'1'he Bill was then brought in and read
a first time.
LIEUTENANrr.-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The SPEAKER informed the House
that, pursuant to the summons of the
Lieutenant-G.vernor, members of the
Legislative Assembly attended in the
chamber of the Legislative Council that
afternoon, when His Excellency delivered
his speech on opening the sessi01).
Mr. "\V. H. WILLIAMS (who was received with cheers) movedThat the following address in reply to 1he
speech of His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor to both Honses of Parliament be
agreed to by this House ;-MAY IT PI,EASE YOUR EXCELLENCY-

\Ve, the Legislative Asse111bly of Victoria, in
Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to Our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank your Excellency for the gracious speech
which you have been pleased to address to Parliament.

He said-I thank honorable members.
for their kindly reception. vVhen called
on to address Parliament for the
first time without. an· intimate knowledge of its procedure, and without that
confidence that only experience can bring,
one naturally feels considerably nervous.
and anxious, but when I remember the
kind consideration and courtesy that members similarly situated to· myself have
received, I am somewhat relieved. I am
quite certain that the remarks of regard and
sympathy and regret at the death of Her
Majesty the Queen which are contained in
the speech will find an echo in all our
hearts. Furthermore, I am sure that the
expressions of hope with regard to a long and
prosperolls reign for her beloved son will
also be indorsed. As the member for St.
Kilda, I desire to express my tribute of
admiration of the career of the gentleman
I have the honour to succeed. I am aware
that, as menl~er for St. Kilda for a con. siclerable number of years, and more.
often as responsible Minister of the Crown,
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my pyedecessor has been listened to, with~
out exception, with the greatest possible
attention. I think it is a matter for congratulation for the State of Victoria that,
\\Then the question of finance is one of the
seriuus questions of the Commonwealth,
it should have as 'l'reasurcr a Inftn who
bas done so much to restore the finances
of OUT own State. I can only hope that
while I. occupy my present position I \,'ill
be able to merit the same respect as
my predeces!Sor. In addressing my remarks to the S1.1 hject of the speech
of His Excellency the; Lieutenant-Governor, I would like to say a few words
in regard to the effect of federaton on
State politics. Everyone of us has been
gratified by a feeling of joy by the establishment of the Commonwealth. It was
the hope of the great majority of Australians, but in that perfectly justifiable
and natural enthllsiaan1 there has been
a decided tendency to underestimate
the value of State politics. I do not
agree with this one-sided view, for apart
from the ordinary duties we have to
attend to I may say, with all sincerity, that never since responsible government was granted to the different
States, will the effect in State politics be
so important as in the first few years of
federation. This is the deciding test of
our sense as a nation, and it will depend
greatly on those in control of State politics to see that the country is governed in
acoordance with the altered condition of
things, and to see that the people themselves are quickly "accommodated to that
altered condition of things. rrhe benefits
that will flow from' federation we will
not be able to value for some time, but in
the meantime Olll'State must be governed
so economically, without impairi~~g its efficiency, that the State will be able to cope
with the further expenditure that federation has rendered necessary. I am glad
to see that the Government recognise this
matter. I am quite certain, apart from
party politics, that it will have the support of all members in this House. There
are difficulties, and honorable members will appreciate those difficulties.
Nothing can be done until we know
with some certainty what position
we are to be left in financially as regards
the Commonwealth. While I say the State
Parliaments recognise this,' I think it
ought to be understood that the State Parliaments should let the federal powers know
that, while they recognise that they (the
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State Parliaments) should Le economical,
they expect the same economi.cal administration in the Federal Parliament. It is
the duty of the Legislature of Victoria to
see that industrial legislation should be
uniform through all the States, because it
is absurd that we should be penalized in the
industl'ial competition between the States,
simply because We adopt more humanitarian principles with regard to legislation
for our worJ~men. Now", as federation
has made those alterations, it has alio
rendere.d certain alterations necessary in
our Constitution, and I anticipate the
measure to effect this is the particular
measure proposed by the preserit Govetn-ment. That proposition is that the reform of our Constitution sh0uld be secnred,
by means of a con vention. I t was generally
admitted that reforms were necessary
before federation, but federation hai3
made t,hem absolutely necessary to' be
taken in hand at once. I think all honorable members will agree that if we are to
reform OLlr Constitution it is well that we
should do it at once, and do it thoroughly.
I do not intend to go through the details of
the Government proposition for a convention, except to say that every precantion is
taken that no one-sided reference is made
without. the concurrence of this House.
Mr. METHVEN.-You cannot do it.
Mr.W. H. vVILLIAMS.-I am in favour
of the bicameral system of legisln.tion, and
my advocacy of the convention is to be
in no way regarded as a desire to thwart
the Legislative Conncil in its desil'e to
legislate according to its light for the good
of the country. But the time has arrived
w htm some means should be taken to prevent one House, conscientiously perhaps,
blocking a measnre which has been passed
by the other House and whieh we have the
clearly defined expression of the people
upou. I think the convention proposal is
a reason::l,ble way out of the difficulty.
.
Sir JOHN McIN1'YRE.-vVe have not
come to that yet.
Mr. W. H. ,\VILLIAMS.-The form of
the convention was the means adopted bv
which we got our Federal Constitntiol;,
and that Constitution' has been described
by no less an authority than Mr. Chamberlain as "a monument of legislative
competence." The convention has been
tried with success in other countries, and
at the Federal Convention in 1891 the
provision in the Bill then was that the
Federal Constitution should be framed
by means of a' convention. NO\v, what

20

Lie'Utenant-GOVeTnOT' S

[ASSEMBLY.]

are the objections generally raised to the
convention proposal ~ rrhe first objection
taken is that it is unconstitutional, illegal,
and revolutionary. It is 1\ very difficult
matter to understand how the opponp.nts
of the proposal put the unconstitutional
objection. ·What the Government proposes is that a body shollld be appointed,
r;lected by the people, to recommend
to the Parliament of Victoria certain reforms in its Constitution; that Parliament
should consider the matter; that it
should be referred to the people, and then
passed by both HOllses. How any person
can say that this is unconstitntional I
do not know. It would be perfectly competent for the Parliament of Victoria to
transfer the whole Legislature of Victoria
to a convention, because under section-Sir JOHN n'lcIN'l'YRE.-Ask when we
are going to meet again ~
Mr. W. H. "TILLIAMS.-I repeat that
it would be perfectly competent for this
Parliament to pass a Bill transferring the
whole Legislature to the convention.
Under section 60 of the Constitution Act
Parliament has power to amend its Constitution, amI under ~ection 6 of the Imperia,1 Act, by which we were granted
responsible government, the Legislature of
Victoria is defined to beAnd the word "Legislature" shall include
as well the Legislature to he constituted uncler
the said reserved Bill and this Act as any
future Legislature which may be established in
the sa~tl colony uncler the powers in the said
resen-ecl Bill and this Act contained.

Under these circumstances it is hardly
to be argued that the convention proposal
for the reform of the Constitution is
unconstitutional when it only refers to
the convention what sort of scheme it
should be, and when it is competent to
refer to a convention the whole mat.ter of
the Government. The Imperial Parliament,
"when passing this Act, particularly considered t ha t at some time in our history
we might think it necessary to introduce
a lIew Legislature altogether, and provided
expreFlsly that the Legislature of Victoria
should incl ude any future Legislature we
should make.
\Vith regard to the reyolutionary character of the proposal,
Ollr leading statesmen advocated the
convent:on system, but if we put the convent.ion proposal alongside what is actually the law in the Federal Constitution,
the proposal of the eonvention for the
l'efonn.of om Constitution is moderation

~tself.
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In the Federal Act, power is
given to alter the Constitution "by a
majority of both Houses and a referendum. If a Bill for the reform of the
Constitution is passed by one House
twice and rejected by the other House,
and passed again by the fonner House
after an interval of three months, that
Bill goes directly to the people, without
consideration of the other Honse at all.
I do not know whether membel~s who
opposed the convention proposal of tho
Go\'('mment would prefer that means of
reforming our Constitution. The Government proposal is simply moderation compared with that. Another objection taken
is that it is a derogation of the rights of
Parliament·-- that Parliament is elected to
do the work, and is capable of doing it.
I do not say that Parliament is not capable,
but I say this: that Members of P,ulianJ€nt are elected here to devise the best
meallS for this reforlll. I do not for a
moment contend that for every little
reform of the Constitutioll we should have
a convention. I say that the reforms
suggested .are so large, the condition of
things is so altered, and the reforms are
of such a nature, that the history of the
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative
Council proves cOllclllSivdy that they
would be unable to settle the matter themselves.
I refer particularly to the instances of the disputes bet\V~ell the Houses
on the subject of Fillance and Appropriation Bills, Bills which incidentally appropriate, and machinery Bills. 1'lIere have
been three quarrels between the Assembly
and the Council. III 1866 the quarrel was
d ne to the fact that the Assembly tacked
a Tariff Bill on to the Appropriatioll Bill ;
the qnarrel in 1867 was because the
Assembly included in the Appropriation
Bill the Darling· grant; and in 1877 it
was because the Assemuly did the same
thillg in regard to the payment of
members. There was a grave constitutional dispute in regard to these
matters, which plunged the eonntry
into disaster.
One case rCfSultecl in
"Black \Vednesday," alld another \Vas the
cause of the embassy to London. The
Council had always insisted on its right
to amend Bills which incidentally appropriated, and the Assemhly had always
insisted that the Council had no right to
do it. Honorable members in this House
will remember, in 1892, the dispute with
In 1894,
regard to the Stamps Act.
when Sir George Turner illtroduGcGl his
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Income Tax Bill, one of his supporters
suggested that it should be in one Bill,
not in two Bills. At the present time
honorable members will see that at allY
moment we might be plunged into the
same trouble as ill our earlier history.
The importance of this matter is to be
seen ill the very careful provisions in the
Federal Constitution to meet these
quarrels. In it provision is made for the
Senate to request amendments in any
Money Bill. No doubt, provision. is also
made that the Senate shall have no power
to amend ordinary Appropriation Bills;
but a distinction is made between Bills
which ordinaril'y appropriate and Bills
which incidentally appropriate.
Sir J ORN McINl'YRE.- Y on are going to
give the Upper House the same right.
Mr. "V. H. ·WILLIAMS.-The power of
the U ppe.r House should be apportioned
to the e'xtent of its franchise. I do not
think that the two Houses should be on
the same franchise. If they are they
ought to have the same power. Some
members are very anxious to show that
the Legislative Assembly and the Legislati ve Council are willing to reform themselves, but. these are difficulties they have
never been able to settle. Another reform suggested is the reduction of the
number of members of both Houses, and
there are other proposed reforms affecting
members personally. Generally speaking,
those reforms should Ilot be considered and
dealt with by members. Parliament; is
the highest court of the realm, and I think'
that the principle th,tt no one should be a
a judge ill his own cause applies to Parliament.
Mr. E"\VEN CAMERON (Po?·tland).-Mernbers of Parliament should Hot be eligible
for the convention then.
Mr. 'V. H. 'V'ILLIAMS. -- If the people
of Vietoria like to elect a Member of Parliament they must have confidence in hin).
Parliament may doright ornot. Thatisnot
so m nch to be considered as whether there
is any ground for allY reasonable man to
say that it did wrong. If it is possible to
ascribe an evil action to a politician it is
done. I am not in favour of a sweeping
reduction in the nnmber of members. I
believe there should be some reduction,
but not a s,,;eeping reduction, because it
rnakes the personal value of the member
too great. I believe the oiJjections I have
mentioned are the ouly objections raised
to the convention, apart from the objection that it is a Government proposal.
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An HONORABJ~E MEMBER.-,-It is an Age
proposal.
Mr. ,V. H: 'V'ILLIAMS.-I understand
that the objection that it is a Government
propos:ll is considered unanswerable.
Another matter in the speech that I
desire to refer to is the question of oldage pensions. Here the difficulty is not
one of the principle but of the application
of it.
Mr. PRENDERGAs'l'.-The administration
of it.
Mr. W. H. 'V'ILLIAMS.-All civilized
nations HOW recognise their duty to the
aged POOl'. This State can . get very
little
ad vice from
other ~chemes,
which a.re mostly in the initiatory
stages.
Our experience of the temporary measure passed last session
teaches us that if the old-age pension
scheme is to be a success it must be on a
definite scientific basis. As for myself, I
w0uld say this, that the scheme for oldage pensions should be on this basis-first,
to recognise the financial resources of the
State; secolldly, to httve a measure framed
not to discourage thrift; aIld, thirdly, the
recogmtion of the right to a pension of
those who have worked, and, to use the
words of the Lieutenant-Go','ernor's speech,
who have been unable to provide for old age
"through no fault of their own." They
have been soldiers of industry, and hR.ve
done their dnty to the State, and they are
entitled to pensions. Those who have noi
worked and have been indolent, slothful
and reckless are not entitled to pensions
and should depend on the ordinary gene
rosily of the public. In no way are old
age pensions to be confused with charity,
and, therefore, I think that all the proceedings in regard to old-age ponsions should
be in public, and that the persons appointed should have power to inquire into
all these matters. Another matter that
ought to be in the proposal-although I do
not think it would be necessary to enforce it
often-is the embodimentof this principle:
that while the State is ready to do its
duty to the aged poor a corresponding
primary duty rests with the children, and
'" here there are children who are in a
position to help their parents the State
ought to have power to force them, because, in most cases, the children who
are in a position to help their parents owe
it to the efforti::i of their parents. This is
no new principle in our law, because, under
the Lunacy Act, sections 234 to 239, the
State has power to call upon children to
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contribute to the support of their parents serious financial problem was involved, I
in a lunatic asylum. This ought to be think tbe Government might have been a
extended to the old-age pension scheme. little more generOIlS to the Government
Another important matter is that of edu- servants who did the work at high prescation. I am extremely sorry that the sure all the time.
I}u€stion of tochnical education has not
Mr. KIR'l'oN.-¥on will have an opa more prominent pos.itioll in the Govern- portunity of showing your practical symHH;mt programme.
Earl Hoseuery bas patl)y.
said, and he is a great authority, that the
Mr. W. H. WILLI.AMS.~The catering
industrial supremacy of Great Britain at Flemington is the exception. I thank
is threatened by Gerrnany because it honorable members for the reception they
has a bettor system of technical educa- have given me, and the consideration they
tion than Great Britain. 'Ye, as a State, htLve shown. I recognise that I am speakpride ourselves on QUl' industries, but ing ·on a debatable subject., aud that
if we are to advance with the industrial althol1gh speaking for the first time, I
world we must develop our technical have aroused some opposition voices to
education. Another matter with regard interrnpt me. As long as I am a member
to the Education Act is t.he abolition of I trust that my demeanour in the flouse
payment by results. That should have will be such as to show that the kindness
been done long ago. It has developed I have received to-day was not altogether
training by mechanical means. ~rhe c.hild- unde~erved.
ren are crammed for the deciding examiMr. NICHOLS.-I rise to second the
nation, with a total disregard to the trend motion for the adoption of the address
of their natural abilities, and their mental in reply, which has beens.o ably moved
development is seriously retarded. I do by the honorable rn€lnber for St. Kilda.
not propose to address honorable members I appreciate the compliment which the
on other matters in the speech. Because Government has conferred l1pon me and
I do not speak about country matters, upon t.he constituency which I have the
honorable members must· not conclude honour to represellt. I feel at the same
that I do not appreciate those matters. I time a deep seuse of responsibility devolvunderstand that a country member will ing upon me in having a matter of so
second the address in reply, and will de- much importance placed in my hands.
vote his attention to them. I am glad, That it arose frol11 no individual merit of
however, to see that the Goverument n1y own I am fully aWare. It is simply
appreciate the necessity of introducing a because I happen to represent, in some
'Yater Bill to conserve water. I think small measnre, what has often been aptly
the advice given to some theologians by a . desoribed as "the backbone of the COUllcelebrated divine who was once Bishop of try," viz., the agrieultl,lr~l industry. As
Melbourne ought to be seriously C011'- the son of a farmer born 011 the land, and
sidel'ed by the Government, and that a member of the Agricultural College of
the experience we have had during .England, I feel that I can speak with
the last few months makes it abso- a certain amount of confidence on
lutely necessary that we should COE- matters
appertaining
to
that inserve the water.
I am glad to see dustry.
In the speech of the Lieuthat a measure is to be introduced for tenant-Governor the Government hM put
conciliation and arbitration, and I d<D not forward a liberal and progressive
policy, and one which I firmly b.elieve will
~bink that the proposals for prison reform
and lunacy reform have come a day too commend itself iu the main to honorable
soon. I consider myself justified in sup- members on both sides of the House. The
porting the Governmen e on general requirements of the constituency I repregrounds in their legislative work, and I sent have brought me into almost dai1y
think the country at the present time is contact with one or other of the members
looking for administrative capacity much composing the present Ministry, and I
more than for legislative ability. 1 trust have 110 hesitation in saying that they
tbat what I have said has commended have shown :it keen determination to do
itself to honorable members. I shonld everything in their p<i>wer to a~sist the
like to congratulate tlHl Govel'llment on producing industry-feeling, I urn .sure,
the success of the Commonw.ealth celebra- that productive expansi~n in the cQuntry
tions. 'With one insignificant exception, means prosperity in the city, and that the
they were an undoubted success. If no great latent resources of our State must
Mr. W. H. Williams.
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grit means. For I say it is only by a
combination of grit, go, and musole-by
dint of hard manual labour, and in the face
of almost insuperablE; difficulties-that
these men haye gone into the dense
forests of the State, and carved ont homes
for themselves and their families. 1.'hese
u.re the men who help to make a country
great; and we know what their SOllS have
done, and are doing, in South Africa. The
The friends thou hast, and their devotion tried,
residents in fourth, fifth and sixth class
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel,
butI have always reserved to myself absolute shires are entitled to Yery special
Contrast the way in
freedom of thought and act.ion. I will not consideration.
bind myself body and sonl to any Govern· which they have to live, and their
generally,
with
that
of
ment, nor follow with meekness and unl'ea~ position
soning simplicity any man or Government. dwellers, say, in the western district.
. If measnres are introduced which, in my There the roads have mainly been made
judgment, are illimical to the country with Government money, and the resiinterests, I shall cross the floor of the dents in the western district have had for
House in the full a8sura.nce that I am tt very long period of years the benefit of
doing right, just as I am now absolutely heavy Government subsidies, while the
confident that I am doing right in sitting dwellers in the newly-settled shires have
where I do. It is the intention of the only received £3 to £1 subsidies for tt very
Government, I see from His Excellency'S short period. Again, contrast their posispeech, to provide a sum of £1f>0,000 to tion with the situation of those in the
assist the fourth, fifth, and sixth class northern portion of the colony. There
shires. I hold that the Government £3,000,000 was spent in irrigation works,
shonld have gone further than that, and of which £1,000,000 has been written off,
that they should ha,ve increased the anu of that £1,000,000 which has been
municipal endowment from £100,000 to written off the producers have had to pay
'£200,000. I am fully aware that some their share in taxation. The Government
honorable members will not agree with of that day put the people on the land, and
that suggestion, and hold that the the Government of the present day realize
country getR too much money spent in it rightly that they have to do something
at the expense of the town. But I should to keep the people on the land. It is as
like to know where the town would be essential to have good roads in rafny disbut for the country; it would soon have tricts as it is to conserve water in the arid
to put its shutters up. I would ask those distrir.ts of the S.tate. Good roads are of as
honorable members who think that the much national importance as railways,
conntry receives more than its fair share for they serve as feeders to the railto come with me for a trip-not for a ways, and it, is no use our men
picnic in the summer, such as my friend, going upon the land to delve in mud and
the Minister of Railways, had when he slush for the best portion of their lives if,
went up to Moe, but in the depths by reason of bad, impassable roads, they
of a Gippsland winter. If they will are prohibited from getting their produce
come with me and see the farmers· to market. 1.'he determination of the
getting about with pack-horses and Government to appoint a director of agrisledges as their sole means of locomotion culture, who will have the control of all
the practical branches of the work outside
-if they are game to take such a trip,
and I will undertake to provide the horses~ the clerical portion, will, I am SUTe, meet
they will then see ho\" these men liye. with the approval of honorable ·members
They will never understand how the on both sides of the House. I sincerely
people in such district"s do live nntil they trust. that the Ministry will not be moved
see them ah their very worst in the depths by outside clamour to act hastily in makof winter. 1.'hcy will not find limp, spine- ing this appointment. It is an extremely
less, marrowless mortals, such as we see difficult post to fill-a post for which the
hanging around our street corners, and very best man possible should be selected;
who look as if they needed a prop to a post in which tact, ability, and business
prevent thell1 falling down, but they will acumen are absolutely essential; and a
see men. They will understand what real post the importance of which has only
be developed, They helVe given evidence
that they are in earnest, and they can rely
on loyal support from one, 1.'hey have
been tried and not been found watlting, as
witness the Land Bill Pllt through last
session-one of the most liberal measures
put 011 any statute-book in the world.
rrhey have gained a loyal support from me,
and, in the words of the great dl'a,matist-
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been very tardily recognised. For, on one means of ingress and egress, a sho.ckreflection, it will be fonnd that outside ing calamity would occur, resulting
minillg and the comparatively small num- possibly in the loss of scores of valuable
ber of manufacturing industries, all the lives. 1. trust the Goveriunent will
,york of the people of the State comes push forward with the Conciliation
within the scope of the Department of f.l1ll Arbitration Bill which is promised
Agriculture. 'rherefore, I repeat we should as a preventi \'e of strikes. Capital and
have the very best man procurable in sncb. labour are indispensable one to the other,
a position, and the only pity is t hat he and once it becomes generally know n that
was not appointed twenty years a~o.
there exists a j Ilst and reasonable way by
Notwithstanding the disabilities untIer which dispntes may be settled, we shall
which our producers live, they are begin- have outlived strikes, with their attendning to reel mOre confidence in the ad- aut evils, entailing as they do heavy loss
miuistration of affairs. The conviction is on the capitalist and misery lIpon the
growing ou the producers that their pro- worker, together with those who are
duce will not be sacrificed through bad dependent on him. I am glad to 110tice
or illsufficient means of placing it on the that the Government purpose taking steps
London market, as it has beeu in the to provide water for the mallee. The
past.
The Coal Mines Regulation Bill,
trouble in cer~aill portions of the State
which the Government propose to intro·
is to get the water off the land, but the
duce, is a measure which well deserres trouble in the mallee is to get the ,yater
serious consideration. 'l'hereisa well-known on to the laud. The natural rainfall in
aphorism that all wealth comes from the this portion of the State is not sufficient
surface or from beneath, and the pro- for the requirements of settlement,
ducers of that wealth should be the first and we have read lately in the press
persons considered. That they are not so vivid accollnts, and, indeed, I might
almost say harrowing accounts, of the
considered is well evidenced by the facts.
There are several proposals in connexion wuter famine in the llorth· west.
'Ye
with that Bill which must affect materi- know that men and their families have
ally the welfare of the men who are not. had sufficient water even to drink;
engaged in this industry, and it is of vital and I have no hesitation in saying ·that
every drop of water that flows down our
importance that the risks under which
streams, which is needed for the use of
they labour should be well considered.
The risks in all branches of labour are labour, ought to be locked, no matter
what it may cost to do so. Irrigation
great,·and in mining they are especially so.
. ·We had an instance of that only the other schemes in the past ha\'c cost the State a
day in the shocking calamity which took lot of money, but we are now in a position
place in South 'Yales, by which some to profit by the bungles which were made,
70 men lost their lives. 'Ye are proud-- and I assert that, if settlement is to be
made permanent in tho mallee, water must
and justly proud-of our fighting heroes,
but we do not hear 80 rnnch about our in· 1e provided for the settlers there; and in
dustrial beroes.
We heal' little about retaining the settlers in that district we
men who, without the sound of trumpet are 1nt only largely increasing our
or the clamour attendant on war, but wealth through the increase in prosimply in the search for bread that they d nction, but we shall do more than
may live, are struck down in thousands that-we shall prevent those hard-workevery year-in numbers altogether ont of ing and enterprising ·men from rushing
into Melbourne and overcrowding the
proportion to those who fall in warfare.
In Great Britain alone the mining records already congested labour market here.
show that over 1,000 men are killed, and Allother matter demanding attention is a
settlement, once und for ever, if such a
over 100,000 men are injured every year.
No class of work('rs are more indifferent to thing be possible, of the Moe and Koowee-rup drainage qi18stion. Vast sums of
suffering, or show a more heroic contempt
for the risks of their calling, than the public money have been spent on those
miners; and for that reason, if for no areas, and whi-le I do not think that aU
that money has been wasted, still, to pnt
other, their lives ought to be safeguarded
in every possible way. I know of mines it very mildly, the expectations which
were formed have not been realized.
in this State which have been working
Take the case of tho Mue swamp. There
for years with ollly one shaft, and ill
The
which, if anything happened to IJl0ck the are 11,417 acres 011 tlJat spot.
Afr. Nichols.
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Government will receive-have received in
part-£66,354. The cost of the drainage
of that swamp amounts to £56,487. From
the Koo-wee-rup Swamp, which contains
50,004 acres, the State will receive
£153,963,. and the drainage has cost the
State £187,642, showiug an apparent
loss of £33,679.
I use the word
" apparent" ad visedly. There are men
who say to me-" 'Ve can do nothing
more for the Koo-wee-rup Swamp, because
it shows a loss of £33,000." Now, I say it
sho\\'s a Joss of nothing of the sort. It is
simply a good investment 011 t he part of
the Government, and an investment that
will be returned tenfold once the
thoroughly rep rod ucti \'e stage is reached.
I am not an expert in engineering, and
therefore cannot say from my own experience whether mistakes have been made or
not; h.ut I dQ unhesitatingly say that
twel ve floods in two years demonstmte beyond all reasouabledollbt that the drainage
scheme is at least absolutely insufficient
for the purpose for which it was originally
intended. There are 4,000 souls living on
these two swamps; and, owing to t.ho frequent recurrence uf these floods, although
the land is rich and good, the people there
are in a pitiable condition. They do not
ask the Government for any grant
of
money, but they do ask that
they may be allowed loans at longdated terms up to tho extent of
three-fourths of the value of the improvements, not exceeding £100.
Thus a
man with £100 worth of improvements
might be able to borrow £75, whereas a
man with £300 worth of. improvements
would not be able to borrow more than
£100, which would be the l{mit. III CO!lnexion with the Railway Lands Acquisition Act I desire to say j nst one word.
I tnlst that the GovernmE'llt will see the necessity which exists for amending that Act.
I am aware that monstrous claims have
been made against the State in the past;
but it is also manifestly unjust that the
State should have power to resume land
without paying compensation for it, af'l was
done, I understand, in the case of the
""Varburton and Lirydalc railway. There
should also be some amendment of the Act
so as to relieve shire councils of tho necessity.
of levying rates to purchase land which
is required for railway plll'poses.
In
regard
to the proposed convention
for Victorian parliamentary reform, the
matter has Leen dealt with so fully and
ably by the honorable member for St.
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Kilda, that I do not propose to detain the
House more than a moment in referring
to it. I desire only to say that the C011vention proposal commends itself to me
for several reasons, the first and chief
reason being that it obtains the power
direct from the people, which is an absolutely just principle, and moreover because I do not belio\'e that an agreement
will ever be arrived at ill any other way.
Before sitting down, I wonld like to say
that I have read with regret statements
which have been made by those who
are a great power in the land, with the
object, apparently, of belittling the
State Parliament, arld representing it as a
sort of glorified municipal council. Now,
I venture to say that at no time in the
history of Victoria, in view of the fact
that we are at a period of tmnsitiulI, have
the responsibilities of the State Par1i~t
ment been greater than they are now;
and at no period has this State stood
more in need of mon of sound common
SOllse, business ability, and integrity, to
direct her counsels and to help to open up
and de\'~lop her vast industrial rosources.
I have read with feeling;s of almost
pain the charges which have been
levelled against Members of this Parliament. Of course, being a comparat.ively
llew member, they do llot touch me quite
as milch as they do some other honorable
members, and I can say, \Yith Hamlet-Let the g:l.lled jade wince,
~fy withers are unwrung.

Far be it from me to say that anything
appearing in a great joul'llal such as the
L:lrgus should be inaccurate, but from my
short experience of honorable membersand it has been a \'ery pleasant experience
-those statements exhibit such a lack of
truth, or lack of accuracy, in the iudictment-I am referring chiefly to an article
which appeared in the A1'g~lS of the 17th
of April last - that I am reminded of the
ueantifnl lines}'-Iall, proud mau,
nl'est in a little brief authority,
Most ignorant of what he's most assured.
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make the angels weep.

Then we are told that, owing to the
manner in which honorable members
habitually neglect their duties, their salaries ought to be cut down to £200 a year.
I am quite aware that there are gentlemen who would ue prepared to take £200
a yeal', or even £1 pel' week, and who
\,"ould Le deal' at the mouey; Lnt I do say
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'ar:; I pay fail' wages or remuneration
the services which are rendered

to me, I
believe in members recei ving fair \"ages or remuneration
for their services. If honorable members attend to their duties-as I am
Sllre they do; coming to town, as many
of them are compelled to do, week in and
week out, in session and out of session, in
addition to the duty of attending to a
large correspondence and haviug to go
round the departments at risk of being
dubbed department trotters - t.hen,
I say', a payment of £300 per annum
can hardly be regarded as exhol'bit.ant.
It would be better, I think, if our mentors
bad dealt with us in a !:inder spirit. To
rebuke us in the eyes of the world cannot
but make the judicious grieve. There is
a passftge which I have read somewhere
to this effcct):[y father hath chastised yon with whips,
but I will chastise you with scorpions.

That passage surely must have been in the
mind of the gentleman who wrote the artiale
I now hold in my lu~ncl. I venture to say
that honorable members can welcome any
criticism so long as they perform their
duties fairly and faithfully, and (l,ct u[.> to
tho highest and best traditions of self-goyernment; and I know honorable members will act in the fnll remembranoe of
the high' and honorable past of the institutions with which they are now connected.
They will act in a spirit of good sense and
with a determination to work for the best
interests of the State, by that means
proving themselves true to the solemn
trust which th@ people of this young
country have reposed in them. In the
words of Polonins I would say~
This, abo\re all-to thine own self be true;
And it lUust follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.

I thank honorable members for the extremely kind attention they have accorded
to a new member. I trnst I have not said
anything tQ needlessly offend any honorable member, 01' indeed to offend anybody
else.
~Ir. IRVINE.-In moving the adjonrnment of the debate on this motion, I think
I may fairly ask the Premier if he has any
intimation to make to 'the House as to
what is jntendod to be the course of business in the immediate future?
:Mr. PEACOCK.-In reply to the
lea,der of the Opposi tion, I desire to say,
on behalf of the Government, and on
behalf also of all the members on this side
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\V hat may
wha.t motives may be imputed
to the words I am going to utter, that I was

of .the

be said,

House, no matter

01'

delighted to know that a gentleman who
has beonin this House so long, and who
has treated honorable members all round
tho cham bet' so courteously without respect to what their views in politics may
bo, I am delighted, I say, that he has been
appointed to the responsible position of
leader of the Opposiaion. I feel cm'lfident,
from my experience of the honorable
member, that notwithstanding how much
we may differ in politics, the relations
between him, as leader of the Opposition, and myself, as head of the
Government, in the conduct of the public
business will be snch ns will conduce
t.o the best interests' of the State.
"Thile he is leading his party and
I am leading this, I hope that\~'e shall
respect one another's political views and
condnct the public work of the country
as that work ought to be conducted, and
in such a manuel' as to give ri8e to 110
other. than political differences.
From
my experience of the honorable member
in the past, I am certaiu that what he
has been ill the past he will be in the
future.
In regard to the question as
to the intentions of the Government,
honorable members will have noticed in
the press that invitatiolls have been
received from the hen,d of the Federal
Government, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, and the President
of the Senate, that we should meet
them to-night at a dinner. They commnnicated with me a short time since and
desired that ~uch a night should be set
apart as would meet the convenience of
the members of both Legislatures, in
order that the Feder3.1 Parliament might
be our hosts on the occasion. I accepted
that invitation, feeling sure that it would
be accepted by the honorable members of
this Chamber.
Seeing that the usual
course of business does not involve the
passing of the address immediately, I
thought that this night would· be a convenient nigh t for the members of the
Federal and State Parliaments to meet
together at this dinne.r. The dinner will
take place tbis evening at seven o'clock.
Mr. STAUGHTON.-W·bat about the
fires ~
Mr. PEACOCK.~vVe have been puahing on with that matter as fast as
possible. One' of the· commissioners for
the swearing in of members made a
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remark -tosomethiug the same effect to
me a little while ago, and I was guilty of
some little irre\'erenc.e Oll the subject, for
I observed that it would be warm enough
later on. \Vbat I desire to say in regard
to the matter is that we cannot obtain in
Victoria certain radiators that are required for the heating of these rooms, nor
can we get them in Australia. 'rhey,
however, are on the water, and ought t.o
be here within eight or ten days.
Sir JOHN McI'N'l'YRE.-Put a tax on
their introd uction.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I am assured by the
officers of the Public 'Yorks department
that in about ten days' time we shall
have nothing to complain about.
I hope
to have the address ill reply passed as
quickly as possible. I do not want to
restrict honorable members in any way in
the full and free discussion as to the adl11inistration of the Government during
the recess, and as to the programme of
the Government for the session as sei
forth in His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor's speech; but, as I have already
informed the leaderoftheOpposition, and as
anyone who has had Ministerial responsibility must realize, it is absolutely essential
that we should pass the Supplementary
Estimates before the end oHbe month, so
that the public creditor may be paid. I
will -consult the leader of the Opposition
in -regard to Supplementary Estimates, as
there are matters to be dealt with of some
urgency. I have not yet had time to
consult the honorablo rnembcr as to the
exact business we shall be bringing on,
but I shall do so in order that the Government may not be open to the charge
of surprisir~g the House.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.- Y ou have snfficient funds, to carryon till the end of the
nwnth?
Mr. :PEACOCK.-We ba,ve plenty of
funds, and conld easily pay the public
creditor, but we wish to obtain the
necessary authority to pay, oiJpeciall); in
conne;xion with railways. The course I
mention isne.cessary on account of the
increased expenditure we have had to
incur. I will see the leader of the Opposition and explain matters to him.
Mr. IRVI'NE.-Do you intend to go on
with the address ill reply?
~{r. PEACOCK.-Yes, we in.tend to go
on with it until it is finished.
Mr. LANGDON.-vViII the Premier inform
us how we are to get home from here ~ .
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M·r. MURRAY.-There is a desire on the
part of the Honse that we should adjourn
for a couple of weeks until these ra,diators
ard ve. 'Ve are very anxiolls to have the
Estimates passed.
Mr. PEACOCK. - The Supplementary
Estimates will be submitted first.
Mr. MURH.A Y. - If this weather continues, in the absence of these radiators,
instead of passing Estimates honorable
members will pass a\vay themselves.
Mr. PEACOOK.-No radiators will then
be required.
Mr. MUHH.AY.-I nnderstand that the
only place in the building where there is a
high temperature is the Ministerial Sllpporhars' room. \Vithout committing myself to support the policy of the Government, I may say that it is my intention to
change my quarters from the Opposition
to the Ministedal room until the radiators do arrive. If the Premier will
take a look behind he will see a solid
phalanx of snpporters there who would
follow him to the death. I particularly noticed the expression of confidence
on the face of the honorable member
who seconded the address in reply.
I feel that in him the Premier has a
most loyal supporter. vVhen the Premier looks behind him to"day he
can see a large number of gentlemen
sitting there, but if we have a COll'
tinuance of this weatheJ', and if the
Premier insists on this House sitting) he
may look next weok and find them not
there. He may learn that they are all
on sick beds suffering from rheumatics
and colds, or even, perhaps, from that
worst and most fa,ta.l of all diseases,
bronchial pneumonia. 'Ye know that a
man who has lived a free life hardly ever
recovers from that, and most honorable
members on that (the Ministerial)
side of the Honse have passed a
life that is entirely different from
that of the honorable members on this
side of the chamber. 'Ye here have lived
a life t.hat insures us an immuuity from
that disease, or we are at present living
such a life that it enables us to defy its
attacks. The fint consideration of the
Premier should be the eomfort of honorable members. If he wishes to have a
comfortable time during the session he
will look 011 honorable members' personal
corr~fort,and I do houestly and earnestly
say-~I am speaking now in all sinceritythat it is coquetting \vith death to ask
members to sit here day after day in
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such a temperature, even in honorable
members' present condition, \"hen they
hayc returned with an accnmulation
of robustness carefully gathered during the recess. In the weakened physical condition' they will be in next week
I tremble to think what may happen to
them. I should say let. us have the
Supplementary Estimates-we will pass
them in quick order-and let the debate
upon the address in reply stand over until
the radiators arri ve, and then we f::hall be
prepared to irradiate things with our
burtling and shining eloquence. I am
seriolls in asking the Premier to consider
that it is inhuman to ask us to sit here in
the present condition of the building.
EY('ll the billiard-room is not properly
radiated, and that onght to be the very
first consideration. I am informed that
there is no chalk, although I belie\'e some
has been found, procured possibly by the
despatch of a messenger on his bicycle to
another place.. But I wonld ;·u:;k honorable
mem bel'S to support me in this, for I am
selfish enough to wish to contiuue ill my
excellen t condition of good health, and I
know that 1 will succumb, and that others
will succumb, unless something is done
by which the temperature of the bLlilding
.
call be raised.
Mr. S'l'AUGHTON.-Is the Premier not
going t~ reply 1
Mr. SPEAKER.-The question is that
the debate be adjourned.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned ulltil11ext day:
The Honse adjourned, at· fourteen
minlltes past ~ix o'clock, until the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1:BL Y.
Wednesday, Jitne 19, 1901.
The SPEAKER took the chait' at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
HAlLWAY COMMUNICATION WITH
TOLMIE.
Mr. E. H. Cameron brought up a report from the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on R.ailways on railway communication with Tolmie.
The report was ordered to be printed.
MALLEE 'VATER. SUPPLY.
Mr. E. H. Cameron brought up the second
progress report from the Parliamentary

Padiament Buildings.

Standing Committee on Hail ways on the
question of Mallee water supply.
'1'he report was ordered to be printed.

MEMBERS SWORN.
Messrs, E. ·Wilkins, J. B. Tucker, and J.
P. Spiers took and subscribed the oath required by law.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, SPRINGS1'HEET.
Mr. BENT.-Mr. Speaker, I would like
to ask yon as a matter of pri vilege
whether members of t.his Honse are permitted to nse the Parliament House
buildings at the top of Bourke-street ~ I
may say that before I heard it stated
that we had to leave that building, a
number of letters and papers were in my
box there, and these have not been forwarded to me at my address at Brighton.
I am told the place has been converted
into a lodging-honse. I do llOt think
the people ·of this country spent over a
quarter of a million to allow senators to
have beds made up in that place.
Dr. M.ALONEY.-And also well-paid
officials.
Mr. BENrr.-My papers have never
come to Brighton, and when I went there
the other day I found the room closed,
and no one knew ·what had become of the
documents. Some of my papers which
are there referred to matters in connexion
with the electoral district of Brighton.
The SPEAKER.-· I am very SOlTY to
hear of the complaint of the honorable
member for Brighton. All I know of the
matter is that. before leaving the buildings
in Spring·street, I made certain suggestions
to the Governmeut. I do not know \\' hat
the agreement entered into by the State Govennnent and the Federal Government is.
Mr. BENT.-It is time we did know.
The SPEAKER.--I suggested that a
room should be set apart for the convenience of honorable members of this
House, with letter·boxes and other conveniences, but I do not know whether my
rtiuggestion has been acted upon or not.
Mr. BROMLEY.-No.
1'he SPEAKER. - The Government
acted under the authority of an Act
of Parliament passed last session, giving
them power to offer eit.her building to the
Federal Parliament. I called attention to
the fact that the money that would be exp:mded here in alterillg and fnrnishitlg
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this strncture would complete, 01' nearly arrangement is that has been entered into
complete, the north wing of Parliament between the Governor in Council and the
Commonwealth Parliament. Also, if no
House.
~rluit wonld be a permanent
structure, and I was assured by the Go- arrangement has been made with the
vernment architect that two chambers trustees, is it the intention of the Goas large if not larger than the two cham- vernnlent to confer with them on the
matter, so that we may be able to come
ber~ that are there llOW could be provided on the second story of that building. here without having any fears of being
I called the attention of the House to disturbed iq auy of our sittings?
Mr. BENT.-I would like to say that I
this matter when the Bill was before
feel very keenly the fact that my papers
Parliament.
Mr. BENT.-My question was whether were kept back. I have been to III t.hat
we can go down in the basement somewe can go there for our papers.
",rhe SPEAKER.-I shall have in- where. Since I saw it announced that we
qniries made regarding the honorable were not expected to go there because
member's complaints about. his letters, and certain rooms were used by certain memendeavour to have them forwarded to him bers of the Federal Government, I have
not been near the place, but I certainly
as early as possible.
MI'. MURRAY.-Mr. Speaker, I would thought my papers would be posted
~rhe least the Premier can do
. like to ask respectfully if any arrange- to me.
ment has been made between you, sir, as is to tell us the position we arc in
our official head, and the trustees of the and whether we are to go there or not.
Exhibition-building, or are we intruding The erection of Parliament House has
here without the consent of the latter ~ cost the country nearly a million, and
'Will the Honorable the Premier inform us as a matter of privilege, we ought to
if any al'mugement has been entered into 1 know something about this matter. The
Mr. PEACOcK.-'l'hat was done by the people of the country feel very keenly
Act of Parliament.
.
that we are being treated like n, little
Mr. MURRAY.-By which Act of Par- municipal council. So hI' as I am concerned, as long as I am a member of the
liament ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-That providing for this State Parliament, I will not be 11 member
portion of the bnildiug being set apart.
of the City COllncil, because I am already
Mr. MURRAY.-Not for the State a member of the Brighton Council. I
Parliament. If the Premier will read the . certainly think that we in this Honse
Act he will see that it contains no pro- have just as much right and ought to
vision for the State Parliament to take up have as much influence as some of the
its quarters in this building. It simply "carpet baggers" who occupy a position
proyides that t.he Commonwealth Parlia- in another place.
ment might be honged either at our own
MI'. PEACOCK.-I regret very milch
Honse or at the Exhibition-building. 1£ that the hrmorable member for Brighton
no arrangement has been made with the has concluded his remarks with the
Exhibition trustees we may have those expression he used, and especially as he
trustees, quite \vithin their legal rights, is an old member of the House. It is a
coming in and ol'derit'lg ns out of this matter for argument whether the Governchamber.
ment was right or not in offering the ParSir JOHN McINTYRE.-A very good liament Honse buildings to the Federal
thing', too.
Government. vVe shall have to take the
M)'. MURRAY.-It would llot be a responsibility of t hat. Power was vested
very dignified thing for the members of in us to do so, and the Federal Governthe Parliament of Victoria to have to ment acccpted 0111' offer. Together with
leave at the Lidding of the Exhibition the Speaker, there being virtual1y no
tl'llstees. It is even quite possible that President of the Legislative Council, owing
we are here without the kllowledge of the to Sir William Zeal's election to the Senate,
trustees. vVe were never informed of the I had a conference with the Prime Minisintention of the Government that the State ter. After the offer had been made, my
Parliament should meet here. vVe ·are colleagues and myself submitted certain
he),e without any legal authority having conditions to the Federal Government.
been conferred upon the Government to They have not yet accepted our conditions,
tmnsfer our sittings from the other build- because there has. been some corresponing. I would like to know exactly what the dence with regard to insurance and the
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removal of the wooden annexes, in 'which
there is a danger of fire. Feeling that honorable members would like to "l5.now some
of the points that have been set fort.h in
the agreement, I commul1ciated with the
Prime Minister this morning, and have
just received an answer, together with the
whole of the correspondence in connexion
with the matter·. It was cl~ar]y understood and arranged betweell the Prime
Minister, the Speaker, and myself that
certain rooms should be set apart for the
cOllvenience of the members of this
Parliament.
Mr. LANGDON.-vVe have never received
any notice to go.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I admit freely that
the manner in which, after the offer of
the Government was aecepted, honorable
members' papers were precipitately removed, was not at all creditable. I tl"ied
to do everything possible to protect honorable members with .regard to their pri;vileges. I regret that that occurrence arose.
I do not thiuk that members of the Federal
Government were responsible for it. It
was a misconception, some of their officers
having acted incontinently, and without
authority. I made certain representations
to the Prime ~finister, and arrangements
were made that certain rooms for the convenience of members of the State Parliament should be set apart. To those rooms,
and also to the Library and other parts of
the building and the gardens, members
will continue to have access. In the
Legislative Chambers certain seats have
been reserved for State members should
they desire to listen to the debates.
Mr. BRmnJEy.-Vve are not allowed
to go into them.
Mr. PEACOCK.~There must be some
misconception. If honorable members
desire I will read the agreement. It is a
lengthy document.
Mr. IRVINE.-May I suggest that the
Premier get copies printed ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-Certainly.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-Before it is
executed.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I may at once say that
the Government are taking the full responsibility for the act which they have done,
in accordance with the conditions that are
set forth in the agreement. The terms of
that agreement were considered after
the acceptance of the offer to the Federal
Government of the State Parliament
House, and I intend, ~hatever may be the
consequences, to go on with that executive

Buildings.

But if there are any sugge8tiollS
act.
made to meet little difficulties, or to
prevent friction, we shall be glad to
consider them after the agreement has
been circuhtted. 1. shall adopt the suggestion to have copies of the agreement
printed and circulated, so that honorablo
members may see the lines on which the
Government have proceeded in order
to secure their rights and privileges and
also to insure the protection of the building. One clause of the agreement provides
that all alterations to the building must
have the consent of the State Government.
Mr. ·WILluNs.~Have you seen the instructions issued by ~ir Richard Baker to
the attendants ~
Mr. PEACOCK.--No, I have not.
Mr. J. VV. MAsoN.-What rooms have
we the right to OCCllPY 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-I. do not know what
particular rooms. I have Bot been there
recently.
rrhe SPEAKER..-I may inform the
House that I have received the following
letter from the Speaker of the House of
Representat.ives :~
Parliament House, 14th June, 1901.
My den.r Mr. Speaker,
I 'beg to inform you that tihe room in the
basement formerly occupied by the Railways
Standing Committee has now become vacant,
and is at the disposal of the members of the
State Parliament of Victoria.
It will afford ine much pleasure in making the
room as comfortable as possible for their requirements, and if you will be good enough to
let me know anything that lllay be required in
the wa,y of furnishing or fittings, so as to add
to' the comfort of honorable members, I will at
once give the necessary directions.
lam,
My dear Mr. Speaker,
Yours faithfully,
F. 'V. HOLDER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Prior to the receipt of this letter, in C011j unction with the chairman of the Railways Standing Committee, I had arranged
for oUf occupancy of the room, and for
letter-boxes being placed there for the use
of State members. I may say, further,
that some little time ago 1 received, from
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a very courteous letter, thanking me
for the manner in which I vacated my
qu~rters, and for the condition in which I
left the furniture and otherwise provided for
the comfort of his occupation of the rooms.
Mr. BENT.-I am very much obliged
to the Premier for what he has told us regarding this matter.
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VICTORIAN PRODUCE I?OR THE
BRI'rrSH
AR O¥FICE.
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Mr. ROBINSON asked the Minister of
Agriculture the following questions : 1. What practice is adopted by his department in meeting the requirements of the British
"War-office for Victorian prodnce?
2. Are tenders called for the supply of such
produce?
_
3. If not, will the Minister consider the advisability of calling for tenders in future?

He said he was informed that it was the
practice of the Imperial 'Var-office to ask
for large supplies of Victorian produce,
and that up to the present all the supplies
had been obtained from one firm, and tha,t
other firms of equal st.anding had not been
able to find out the method in which those
sl~pplies were obtained, or of tendering for
01' securing any of these contracts.
Mr. MOHRISSEy.-rhe answers to
the honorable member's questions are as
follow:1. Tenders aTe not called for. As a rule the
'\;,ar-office deals direct with the suppliers. In
some cases the department, at the request of the
suppliers, has cabled offers, but in such cases
the persons concerned pay cost of cabling.
2. No. The department's connexion with
the matter embraces the inspection and certificate as to quality, all orders given by the Y\T aroffice being subj~ct to this condition.
3. The 'Var-office declined the proposal
made to it that local Government should invite tenders.

The reason urged, I understand, against
tenders being called publicly is that if it
were known that it was the intention of the
War-office to purchase large qnantities of
fodder and grain in this country it would
have a hardening,effect upon the market.
Mr. MUH.R.A.Y.-The farmers would get
the benefit of that, and'not the contractor.
Mr. MOHRISSEy.-vVerecogl1ised that,
and tried to have tenders called for, but
the 'Var-ofiice also recognised that they
would have to pay a higher price, which
they did not wish to do. My predecessor
endeavoured to have local tenders called
for, and I have cabled home announcing
our ability to -supply Victorian produ0e at
certain prices, but the ar-office refuses
to change its policy ..

,,7

SUNDAY TRAINS.
Mr. McKENZIE asked the Premier the
following questions : 1. Has the Railways Commissioner the right
to alter"the practice of the department in re" gard to running Sunday trains without the
consent· or-the Governor ill' Council?
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2. Wa.s such consent obtainecl in rcspect to
trains run on t.he 5th May last for the purpose of conveying passenger s to Melbourne?
3. 'Vill the Premier insist up'on the law
being observed in future, "with the object of
reducing to a minimum'the number of Sundq,y
trains on country lines?

He said there was a great deal of dissatisfaction ill regard to the large number
of trains that were run on Sundays during
the recent celebrations. It was felt that
Sunday was made use of for that purpose
to a greater extent than it should have
been. Cases might sometimes arise in
which it was a necessity, but ill this case
it was deliberate, and seemed to have been
done without legal authority or sanction.
The Premier had had forwarded to him a
protest from the council of churches on
this subject, but he had forgot.ten to reply
to it. He hoped the honorable gentleman
would see fit to furnish a reply to the
council, \V hich was a ,'cry important body,
before long.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I regret if I have unwittingly been guilty of any act of discourtesy. It is not my usual practice.
The running of the Sllnday trains was
brought about through the arrival of their
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess
of Corn wall and York on the following
day-':a circumstance which was not ill the
fixing of the Government. If that"event
had occurred towards the end of the week
it could have been arranged that there
!:ihould be no trains run on Sunday. I
knew ncthing of the matter until I was
waited upon by the Hon. J. Balfour and a
clergyman four or five days before their
Royal Highnesses' arrival.
The trains
had to run to bring to Melbourne the troops
from the country and from the" other States.
The Rail ways Commissioner did not get
the authority of the Governor in Conncil,
but I ga\'e instructions to hnve it prepared. It was prepared and sent to mc,
but by the time we were able to hold an.
Executive meeting the day had passed. ~
have looked into the matter, and I think
the cOllncil of, churches, under these
exceptional circumstances, will recognise
our position.
Dr. M.A.LONEy.-It is better to let thepeople of the city get out into the country
on Sunday.
Mr. McKENz[E.-The Premier has not
ani=lwered the third point., which is the real
object of the question. It is desirable that
tbis case should not be taken as a preceoent for the extension of Sunday traffic on
the lines.

.~[el bOU1'ne
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Mr. P.EACOCK.-That is a matter
you will have to ask the Minister of Rail.
ways about.
Mr. TREN'YIl'H.-May I be permitted

to point out that the necessity for an
Order in Coullcil arose out of the fact
that there was a continual clamour, I
think to a certain extent justifiable,
for an extension of the Sunday trains.
In order that the commissioner might
not extend the area through which Snnday trains were run as a general thing, it
was provided that further Sunday trains
should not be rnn, t.hat is, that the suburban area should not be extended, withont.
an Order in Council. But the custom of the
department is-and it is not thought to be
an infringement of.that provision-to I'Ull
trains sometimes on Sunday in cases of
emergency. It is not thought, and I
concur with that view, that under those
circumstances it is necessary to get an
Order in Conncil. That was provided for
simply to avoid what might be comsidered
an outra.ge to public feeling in extending
unt1ecessarily the area, of Sunday trains.
Mr. McKENzIE.-The 113th section of
the Act is very defillite.
Mr. rl'RENWITH.-The department
does, and musr, somet.imes run trains on
Snnday, when it is impossible to obtain
an Order in Council. This instance, I remember quite distinctly, was fully considered, and it \vas thought to be one
of those emergencies in connexion with
which it was unnecessary to get an
Order in Conncil,' and in connex.ion
with which, if it had been necessary, there
would have been no possibility of oetaining it. I assure honorable members
that there will be no extension of the
system of running Sunday trains except
ill such cases as I have alluded to.
An Ho~onABLE ME)IBER.-What about
water trn,ins for the Mallee ~
Mr. TREN"VITH.-In some dire emergency it might happen that we should
have to nm Sunday trains great distances, or sever<ll.l trains 011 some particular Sunday; but certainly the number of
Sunday trains will not be extended unless
the Go,'ernment, by issuillg an Order in
Council, takes the full responsibility.
MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST
REPHESENTA'l'ION,
~Ir. LANGDON asked the Preinior if
he would take early action with a view of
securing· fair representation of the prod ucing interests on the Melbourne Harbor

Tru.st Representation.

Trust 1 He said he had, with other members representing country cOllstituencies,
lately visited 'Villiamstown and other
pla.ces in connexioll with Lhe block
ill the grain traffic. rrhey had interviewed the Harbor Trnst Commissioners,
the stevedoring companies, and other
people interested. They found t hat tho
merchants' interests and the shipping
interests were represented on this board.
The ratepayers of variolls municipalities,
snch as the Cit.y Council, Port Melbourne,
and 'Yillinmstown, were also represented,
but there was not a single representative
of the producing interest.
The same
thing applied to the National Gallery and
the buildings in which the State Parlia:
lllent were now met.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-1'hough there is so
much labour employed by the Trnst, there
is not a single labour representative on it.
Mr. LANGDON said that, with reference to the grain block, which was a matter of importa.nce to the producing interest,
he thought gentlemen representing that
interest should be on the Harbor Trust.
He had been waited on that morning by a
merchant in the city, who assured him
that no improvements h~d been made
in dock accommodation for the hst 30
years, and, indeed, evidence of that fact
was before them. They were now in the
middle of the year, and the harvest would
be round in four or five months. Unless
something was done, there would be the
same result as· before. He hoped the
Premier would give some assurance on
the point.
Mr. PEACOCK. -The question of the
honorable member is rather a wide one.
I do not know whether he means to
suggest to the Government that they
should bring in a measure to amend the
Harbor Trust Act.
Mr. LANGDoN.-That is what I mean.
Mr. PEACOCK.-1'hat matter has not
received .the attentioll of tho Government.
The Harbor Trust is constituted of seventeen' commissionei·s provided by statute.
Two are elected by the ratepayers of the
City of Melboume, a.nd one each by those
of South Melbourne, Port Melbourne,
·Williamstown, and Footscray. Thl:ee are
elected by the owners of ships, three by
merchants and those who pay wharfage
rates, and the remaining five are appointed
by the Governor in Conncil. J understand that the honorable member said
the producing interests were not represented. I regret he thinks so little of. the
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representative-s on his own side of. the
House. The honorable member for Albert
Park is one of the Goyernment nominees.
'rhe HOll. D. Melville is also one, the
Hon. W. Pitt is another, and Mr. John
Blyth is another.
Mr. LANGDON.-Your arguments do not
meet the case.
Mr. PEACOCK.-If the honorable member will assist me to stay in the position of
head of the Government long enough, I
may be in a position at some future time
to bring about something in the Dature of
a change in the personnel of the Trust.
OFFICERS OF PARLIAMENT.
The SPEAKER.-I desire to inform
the House that the Lieutenant-Governor
in Council has been pleased to appoint
Mr. 'V. V. Hobinson, C.M.G., Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly, to be ·also Clerk of
the Parliaments during the absence on
leave of Mr. G. H. Jenkins, C.M.G. I
have also to announce that (as Speaker) I
have nominated Mr. T. G. 1Yatson, second
Clerk Assistant of the Legislative Assembly, to be Clerk Assistant in
the place of Mr. C. Gavan Duffy, transferred to t.he Commonwealth service, and
also Mr. H. H. Newton to be Serjeant-atArms and Assistant Clerk of Committees in the place of Mr. G. E. Upward,
transferred to the Commo)1 wealth service.
'rhe Lieutenant-Governor in ·Council has
been pleased to make the appointments.
in accordance with my llominatiop.s.
"
ADDRESS IN REPLY
TO THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.
SECOND NIGHT's DEDA'l'E.

The debate (adjourned from the previous
day) was resumed on Mr. 'V. H. 'Williams'
motion for the adoption of an address in
reply to the Lieutenant·Governor's speech.
Mr. IRVINE.-I do not know whether
it is the result of th~ atmosphere of our
new abode, or perhaps the incipient sense
of some of those terrible diseases to which
my honorable friend the member for
Wal'rnambool referred to yesterday, attacking me, but I feel absolutely unable to
detain the House with any lengthy remarks
on this 00casion. I would like, before dealing with any matter directly concerned in
His Excellency's speech, to take this opportunity of congratulating my honorable
friend the Premier upon the very high
and honorable position to which he has
attained since Parliament last met. 'Ve,
who have been in the House for some years,
Session 1901.-[3]
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know Mr. PeacoGk both privately and in
his public capacity, and I think we all
agree that in the various positions of importance which he has' oceupied in various
Governments, he has always shown very
greal; administrative ability and very
great capacity. But what is beyond that,
as far as his present position is concerned,
he has always shown that he bears a fair
attitude towards this House' in dealing
with all questions ooming before him, and
I have no doubt wha~ever that in the position to which he haiil been raised those
qualities will enable him to perform its
duties satisfactorily and honorably. The
tfl'O gentlemen who have moved and
seconded the address in re1>ly have been
listened to by all of us with very great
interest. The House ahvays listens with
interest to the mover and seconder of the
address in reply, and I may say, and I
think all honorable members will agree, that
those gentlem~n showed in the remarks
which they made, that they have bothgiven
a considerable amount of thought to
political matters; and possess that facility
of speech which, when they have attained
that experience which can only be acquired in the House itself, will probably
ripen into considerable pow'ers of debate.
They both showed that they are very,
desirable acquisitions to the debating
powers of this Honse. One matter has
been raised this afternoon about which I
intended to say a few words myself in the
course of my speech to-night. . It is
touched on in the fifth paragraph of the
Licutenant-Governol"s speech, and' of
course those of us who have occupied
Ministerial positions are aware of the very
great care with -which these documents
are drawn up, and the -very great amount
of anxious thought that is usually bestowed upon the particular mode· of expression which is adopted· of conveying
the intentions of the Government.
Mr. TRENWI'l·H.-SO as to put in nothWg which you are not going to do.
Mr. IRVINE.-That is quite right and
proper, but I was very much struck with
this particular expression in the paragraph I have referred to, where it says:As the Commonwealth of Australia Act pro·
vides that the Federal Parliament shall meet
in Melbourne until the establishment of Q,
federal capital, my advisers, being desirous
of affording every facility and showing every
courtesy to the Members of that Parliament,
determined, as authorized by the Commonwealth Arrangements Act 1900, to offer the
Federal Government the alternative of holding

3t
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the sessions of its Parliament either in the
buildings formerly occupied by the State
Parliament or in the new chambers at the
Exhibi tion-building.

N OW, Mr. Speaker, that is literally correct, but I think that the form of ex",
pression adopted is such as would convey,
to one who was not familiar with the
circumstances, an impression that might
be likely to- mislead. I t is true that the
Commonwealth Arrangements Act 1900,
for which the Government I had the
honour to belong to was responsible, did
authorize the step which has been taken
of offering to the Federal Government
this alternative, but it authorized that in
the same w~ that it authorized any
other step that the Government might
choose to take. It must be remembered
that the subject was not particularly
before the House when the Commonwealth Arrangements Bill was nnder
discussion, and it may be just as well, in
order to clear away any misapprehension,
that I should say a few words with regard
to the attitude of our Government upon
that measure, and the action of the House
at that time; because I may say that.
there are none of us here who have the
slightest fe~ling. of grudge or ill will, or
. indeed any other feeling except one of
satisfaction, that the Parliament of Australia should obtain tIre very best housing
for the time that we are capable of giving
it. Still, I desire to say that whatever
that arrangement may be-and I in
common with other bonorable members
have not yet had any opportunity of seeing what the arrangement or agreement
is, and am therefore unable to criticise it
-but whatever that arrangement is, the
whole responsibility uuder the Act to
make t.hat arrangement falls on this
Government, as it ....·ould have fallen
on our Government if we had remained in office and had done it. I
was glad to hear tbe ioecognition
of that fact from the fe,,," words
the Premier spoke to-night, becau.ie I have
heard it said frequently by gentlemen
who I sho'lld have thought would have
possessed a more correct recollection of
what had taken place, that .by passing
that Act ,ve practically directed the
Government of the day to ofrer the choice
of housing to the Federal Parliament.
Now that was not so. 'What took place
was this: In July last I brought down
to the Hou:3e tbe Commonwealth Arrangements Bill. I was intrusted with the
Mr. Irvine.
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carriage of the Bill, and I gave honorable
menlbers a full explanation as to why it
was necessary. I told the House at that
time that it was a pure enabling Bill, a
Bill to get OHr the legal difficulties which
stood in the w~y of the Government in
asking either the Federal or the local
Parliament to sit in the Exhibition-building, or any part of it, or in giving up any
portion of the local Parliament Honse to
the Federal Parliament. After fnn consultation and after fnll consideration of the
matter, I then gave a distinct promise and
pledge that, before tbe power whicth we
took wonld be exercised, Parliament would
have all .opportunity of expressing its
opinion as to the mode in which it should
be exercised. I said that very distinctly
at that time in July.
It was
then considered that the Bill would
pass the House almost immediately.
Some objection, however, was taken
to the Bill passing throngh at that time,
and tbe re·casting of the Federal Electorates Bill caused a very considerable delay,
and it was found impossible to bring up
the measure again before the House until
the following October-a good many
months later. rrhe session was then just
about to conclude, and fhe position was
entirely changed. We again considered
the matter. vVe thought that the fulfilment of our pledge to give Parliament an
opportunity of considering the step which
the Government should take must be impossible without calling Parliament together for a special session, and that it
rnust be undesirable to do that; and, in
speakillg on the second reading, I made
some further obserrations in which I certainly placed the matter in a different
light before the House. I then look the
position that ''''e should ask the Honse to
give us the fullest. executive power in regard to tbe step we should have to take.
I stated that we would then assnm~ the
full responsibility of our action, and I understand that that is the view which is now
accepted by the Government. So that it
was not, even then, a question of giving the
choice. That was never before the House.
'l'here were one or two interjections
made by honorable members who desired
that we should express an opinion upon
the point as to what were our probable
intentions, but we declined and refused to
state them, because we bad none. In fact,
the report of the committee of which you,
Mr. Speaker, were a member~ had not been
at that time presented to the House. I
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desire to point ont emphatically that all
our Government did was to take the
power to do whatever should, under the
circumstances, be found to be necessary,
and to carry out whatever arrangement
should be found to be the most satisfactory
one. 'Ve should, in taking that power,
assume the full responsibility just in the
same wa.y as in any other administrative
act. I make this explanation in order to
remove any impression which might have
been left by the statement in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech that the Commonwealth Arrangements Act provided for
the hOllsing of the local Parliament at the
Exhibition- building.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It was certainly not the
_ intention to convey any impression of the
kind.
Mr. TRENWITH.-The choice was merely
provided for.
Mr. IRVINE.-I take it that the statement simply means that the Government
considered the matter and took the responsibility, and, acting upon that responsibility, decided that to give the
op'tion to the Federal Government was
the best comse under the circumstances.
At present I will not express any opinion
on that point other than to say that the
position was a very difficult one, and that
whatever the arrangement that has been
made was-however it may be open to
criticism in detail-the prime necessity
which lay on the Government ill dealing
with this matter was to provide some suitable and worthy accommodation for the
Parliament of Australia" ""Ve shall ba ve this
agreement before us, and it will no doubt
be subjected to criticism. I should like to
say, before leaving. this· part of the speech,
that I am sure we are all quite willing
personally to submit to very considerable
inconvenience in this matter. But there
is one aspect of the case' which I am not
quite sure has received the fullest consideraLion eithet· from the State Government, 01' possibly from the ad visers to
His Excellency the Governor-General.
I do not know, as I 'f:.ay, what the arrangement is that has been made, or how far
the agreement is in a sense permanent, or
how far it is a temporary one. r.!'hat will
be seen. But the point to which I now
wish particularly to refer is the very great
and serious difficulty which results in an
interference with the public duties of
honori:lble members of this House.
Dr. UALONEY.-The Library.
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Mr. IRVINE.-The Library is important, but not by any means as important
as regards the functions of this Parliament,
as the faot of its being separated from the
records. The Parliament buildings COI1tain reports of R;oyal commissions and a
host of other documents which are perfectly useless to the Federal Parliament,
but which are, as every honorable member
knows, continually likely to be brought
into requisition in the course of the
debates in the local Parliament.
I
merely mention that as being a matter
which I hope has received full consid.eration, and I trust that the inconvenience from that source may be met in
some completely satisfactory way. Now we
come to the great question of this speech,
and also, of oourse, as honorable members
will 'recognise, the great question of the
session upon which we are about to enter.
I refer to the question of constitutional
reform. I am not for one moment going
to allow myself to be drawn into a discussion of the Government's proposal at
this stage, but I would like to say a word
or two about the paragraph in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech in which these
proposals are referred to, and, first of all,
to make ~t geneml observation. As far as
I know, it is the first time in the history
of this Parliament, or of any Parliament
in the British Dominions, or under our
form of constitutional government, in
which a Government has come down to
the Honse amI proposed that the session
should be maiuly taken up by the discussion of constitutional reform, and yet
has not placed before the House onQ single
instance of what its constitutional reform
views are. There is not a single line in
the speech which would indicate on the
part of the Government any line of policy
or any particular reform which is considered necessary. The Government has
left the House and the country absolntely
in the dark as to whether it is in favour of
making any reduction in the number of
members, any reduction in the qualification, 01' any reduction or alteration in any
of the essentials of constitutional government. The honorable members who constitute the Government may, as far as we
are a ware, possess differing opinions on
these particular points. It. is a remarkable
t.hing and a very extraordinary positionan unprecedented position-that we, as a
Honse, should be asked now to enter upon
a session, in which the great qnestion will
be the subject of constitutional reform,
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without having any guidance 01' leading
principle :fl.'om the Government on the
subject. Of course it will be said that.
that raises the whole question whether it
is desirable to have a convection or not..
I do not desire to op~n up that particular aspect of the question at the present stage. I merely wish to emphasize
the extraordinary position in which the
House is placed.
Mr. rrRE~WITH.-Every reform it; open
to that objection.
Mr. IRVINE.-Again I say that the lan·
guage ot' the paragraph in the LieutenantGovernor's speech dealing wit.h this question is a remarkable example of the very
successful applicatiou of Talleyrand's
maxim, "language was given to men to
conceal their thought8." Everything is
stated there hut Olle thing, and that one
thing is the thing about which honorable
members wish to know something. That
is what is to be the precise amount of
Dontrol or the amount of amendment
\V hich Parliament will be able to exercise
over the draft when it is sent in by the
convention. rrhe language which is chosen
to indicate the intention of the Government in l'rgard to that is a perfect masterpiece of vagueness. It saysProvision will be made that the Bill framed
by the convention, after being discussed. in
Parliament, shall be submitted to a direct vote
of the electors.

Honorable members will note the words
"discussed in Parliament." Now, I can
well imagine, as I have assisted in the
drafting of some of these documents, what
took place at the meeting of the Cabinet
\V hen this particular matter was under
consideration.
Mr. rr. S~n'rH.-Tell us all about it.
Mr. IRVIN E.-No, I will not tell
honorable members, but it would naturally
occur to anyone that the word "amend·
ment" would have suggested itself in this
connexion-that Parliament should have
the power of amending the draft sent in
by the convention. But had such a word
beel1- mentioned, I can imagine certain
members of the Cabinet at once rising in
their wrath and saying-" Are you going
to allow a sac"red draft, framed by the
people's convention, to be cut about by
Parliament ~ . 'Vhat about the people ~"
Then it would be said on the other side"Leave out all about submission to
Parliament." The reply would be-" Ah l
then what would Members of Parliament say ~ " So the difficulty would be

in tellsified, until at last it would be
cleverly got over by the insertion of
words to the effect that Parliament
,vould be enapled to have the draft
brought under "discussion." 'What that
discussion will be, or the nature of that
discussion, will no don bt be learned at a
later stage, when the measure comes
before the Honses. I do not propose to
take up the time of the House much
longer, but I must refer to that part of
the speech which we are all very glad to
see, stating that the Government are
determined to place the q llestion of
old-age pensions on a satisfactory basis.
Dr. MAIJONEy--The system is an infamou!! one at present.
Mr. n~VINE.-'Vhether the present
condition of the administration of the
Old-age Pensions Act is due to the Act
itself, or whether .it is due to faulty
administration, or the faulty carrying
out by the judicial officers appointed, I
cannot express an opinion, but what I do
say is this: that there is nothing but
dissatisfaction felt throughout the country
in connexion with the system at present
in operation.
Mr. PUENDERGAsT.-The thing has been
so deliberate and unanimous that there
must ha,re been an instruction by somebody.
Mr. IRVINE.-:lt was contemplated,
rightly or wrongly, when that Act was
passed-I do not say that I approve of
t.he particular mode adopted of granting the
pension-but it was contemplated that the
determination as to who should get pensions-and what Fensions they should get
-should be left to judicial officers exercising judicial functions. I refer to' the
police magistrates. I am informed on very
good authority that minutes or instructions have been issued from the rrreasury
to those officors. Now, I should like to
know if that is t11e case, and if it is so,
I think that before we enter on a discussion of this subject at all, the least the
Government can do is to lay on the table
of the House a copy of any such minutes.
Mr. KIR'l'oN.-There has been a deliberate attempt to discredit the Act at its
very inception.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT,-An attempt has
been made to reduce the amount payable
to 7s. 6d. per week.
Mr. IHVINE.-I say that the subject
is a new one to this country, and it is a
subjeet of vast importance. It is a subject in eonnexion with which, I admit,
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any Goverllment who has to administer will be always of the most pleasant
it will find a number of difficulties, which character, as they hcive been since
may have to be met possibly by measures he has occupied a. position in this
not strictly in accordance with the law House. I recognise to the full that
until Parliament gives its sanction to under our system of government, whilst
them. I admit that., but I say that the Ministers and t.he Executive of the
the Govel'1lment, by issuing such minutes country are important individuals, the
or instructions, makes itself a partaker leader of the Opposition occupies no less
of the responsibility of the officers who all important position,' and can, in his
have to administer the Act, and therefore capacity as the selected representative
are responsible to this Honse as to how of his party, contribute greatly to the
they exercise it. I am perfectly justified, conduct of public business. It has been
therefore-and I am sure the Premier will my privilege to have pleasant relation!"
recognise the position-in askil1g him, at - with the gentlemen who have from tiulP
the earliest possible moment, to place a to time occupied the position of leader of
copy of auy minutes relating to this the Opposition, and in what I said yesterpoint on the table of the Honse.
I day afternoon with regard to the honorable
understand that the honorable the Pre- member fot' Lowan I spoke in all sincerity.,
mier indicates that there will be 110 I think ahso I expressed the sentiments
objection to such a course, and I am of the House all round, judging from,
the manner in which they cheered my
'very glad to, heal' it.
remarks with regard to the honorable
Mr. PEACOCK.-No objection whatever.
Mr. IH.VINE.-There is only one mem bel'. ' I am glad for many reasons
other matter mentioned in the speech that the leader of the Opposition has
I am
to which I wish to refer. It is a matter not made a lengthy speech.
of a, very striking character, and, no anxious to push on with the business of the
doubt. we will hear more about it country, to get the address ill l'eply ont
hereafter.· I refer to the proposal to of the \Yfty, and to bring the Supplementary
revert in a certain limited way to the old Estimates 0)), so that we may be able to
system of tolls, which I understood had pay the public creditor; and unless there
been abolished by the unanimous conse1;1t be any serious complaint on tbe part of
of the people of this country before honorable members with regard to some
many of us had arri ved at the years of aci of administration of t.he Government,
discretion. It is a startling proposition, or with regard to allY proposal set forth
and no doubt we shall have it fully in the speech, I think it will conduce to
explained, and have an opportunity of the best interests of the country if we get
criticising it.
In conclusion, I wohld on as rapidly as possible to the practical
like to say a few words in replj to work of the session. I join heartily with
the rema.rks of the Premier, which he the leader of the Opposition ill congratnwas good enough to make last night lating our honorable friends the memconcerning myself and the position I 'bel' for St. Kilda and the member for
occupy. I thank him for his kind re- Gippsland West on the splendid speeches
marks, which I believe were made in per- which they made yesterday afternoon.
fect sincerity, and I can promise him that There is rather a remarkable fact in
he will have the cordial assistanoe of the this connexion, although I never noticed
Opposition in endeavouring to g'ive effect it until ye1:iterday afternoon.
It does
to useful measures, many of ,,,hich he has seem strange that the two honorable
iudicated his intention in the Lientenant- members whom we selected to move and
Governor's speech of bringing in. On second the address in reply should be t.aking
behalf of the Opposition I would like the places of the late Premier (tho Right
to sa,y that we shall certainly not promise Hon. Sir George Turner) and the late
that we shall not strike, and strike hard leader of the Opposition (Mr. McLean).
sometimes, but I think he will hcwe the It was not, however, for these reasons that
satisfaction of knowing that we will not they were selected. I am sure everyone
hit below the belt.
will recognise that the mover of the address
Mr. PEACOCK.-I reciprocate the
};eply showed great capacity for dealing
kindly remarks which have fane);} from with constitutional qnestiolls. 'Ve welthe leader of the Opposition, and I feel come him as another member of that
confident that even if we havo to change profession of which there are a great
plac.es at a very distant date, onr relations number ill thoChambor already. 'Ve are
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delighted to have them. I congratulate
the honorable member for St. Kilda on
his exposition. Our friend, the honorable
member for Gippsland 'West, showed that
he was. a practical man and well ac-quainted with the wants of a far·off part of
the State. His remarks fell on very sympathetic ears. I think it has been bruited
abroad by those who differ from me, and
in the press and elsewhere that a great
deal of the time I have been in office I
.have been paying too much attention to
the working classes· of the State. I will
never yield to any one in my desire to
alleviate the posit.ion of the working
.classes: but I hope to be able to prove
that our sympathies as a Government are
.second to those of no member in the
House for the great producing interests.
·Our different proposals, { venture to
.say, will show that the charge laid against
myself and some of my colleagues, that
~ve are too much of a city Miuistry, is un·
founded.
I am sure we will be
able to prove that., equally with the
city interests, country interests' will
have full consideration at our hands.
There are only two 01' three points that
-the leader of the Opposition has men,tioned. He has inquired with regard to
the records of the House. 'rhe Speaker,
'myself, and the clerks of the House have
had several long consultations with regard
:We recognise that
to that matter.
under present circumstances members will
be to some extent inconvenienced in
receiving papers promptly. The matter
had the fullest consideration of the
Speaker and myself, and we came to the
conclusion that it would be highly
·dangerous to have the records in this
building in ease of fire, and that was one
. of the difficulties we had iil regard to the
transfer to this building. Vfith regard
to the ordinary parliamentary papers, the
Speaker has made such arrangements as
will meet the eOllvenience of honorable
members in both Houses. I may mention
that the Speaker and the Clerk, owing to
the removal to this buildillg, have had
-scarcely any recess at all. Any suggestion
that can be offered to the Speaker will
be readily accepted by him if at all
practicable, so that the inconvenience
to honorable members may be minimized
as much as possible. I do not propose to
be drawn illto a discussion on the convention proposal, and thns set a bad
example.
I am glad the leader of the
Opposition has tonched lightly Oil that
Mr. Peacock.

point. The only point of importance that
the honorable member melltioned--and
I know full well that there will be a
good deal said in connexion with the
administration of the Old-age Pension
Act-was that he desired to kllow from
me if the copies of any minutes that have
gone. out could be ·mude available to
honorable members. I can promise
that faithfully. The position of Treasurer is a responsible one at any time,
and the working of this young Act has
caused me to give directions whieh n~ces
sitate nearly everyone of the cases being
brought under my notice. Although it is
a small amount of money that is involved
honorable members can see that the
administration of that Act takes up a
large amount of my time, and I just
desire to say at the outset that Parliament having affirmed that. these poor
unfortunates shall have consideration, I
have been trying in the difficult circumstances, with the money exhausted, to safeguard the interests of the S~ate while
not overlooking those of the individua1.
I cannot can to my mind any instruction I have given such as' members
may have thought was indicated by the
remarks of the leader of the Opposit.ion. I
have no power to increase pensions under
the regulations, for honorable members
will remember thnt, though it is an Act
to be administered by the Treasurer, the
police magistrates have to deal with the
cases. I am confident that a great mistaKe has been made in having the inquiries held secretly. 'rhey ought to
be in public.
Honorable members
must remember that there was a tremendous rush of applicants, and they ought
to be generous to those who ar8 trying to
carry out a new measure. They should
remem bel' that the sister State of New
South V\tT ales passed a similar Act before
we did, but that it only comes into operation on the 1st of July. Parliament here
was so desirous of assisting these unfortunate peoplo that it passed an
Act as expeditiously as possible, and
everything had to be devised to get it
into working operation from day to day.
Through the medinm of the press certain
complaints have been made-honorable
member::; have waited on me in regard to
individual cases, persons have written in,
and in everyone of these cases, I have
sent the papers back agaill to the police
magistrate for the purpose of further investigation if he thought it necessary. I
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have not interfered with the magistrates
in the administration of the Act. The
duty is cast upon them to get whatever
information they can concerning these
cases, and I can say here that I have been
shocked at the many cases of imposition.
I know that it would be useless in administering the Act to send these cases
'on to the courts to have the persons
prosecuted on a charge of perjury-for we
know that the plea would be raised that
they were unaware of the nature of the
documents they were signing. Any fresh
information that comes to me is,
by my instructions, sent' back to
the police magistrate to see whether
. that information was before him in dealing with the case.
That has been the
practice followed. There have been cases
that. have been sent back again, where,
on investigation, it has been found that
the amount awarded has been too small,
and the case has been re-heard by the
police magistrate. Honorable members
ought to be a little bit generous in criticising the administration of the Act, because the police magistrates, in dealing
with these cases, have very often but little
assistance to guide them in regard to local
circumstances, and in many cases indeed
the police magistrates have a very difficult
task to perform. I can assure honorable
members that ,vith regard to the administration, I have tried to keep two things
. in mind; firat, that Parliament affirmed
that these persons are entitled to consideration; and secondly, I have not felt
that it was right that there should be an
indiscriminate expenditure in cases where
there was a determined attempt to get at
the State. Although the fund for oldage pensions is exhausted, I have not
hesitated to issue a certificate for the payment of the money to individuals who
were recommended for a pension; but
where the individuals were found to be
under a roof, and their families were
found to be in a good position, I have withheld payment pending the determination
of Parliament with regard to the matter.
I have felt that I had to take some risk.
It would not have been right for me with
the £75,000 exhausted to have paid
pensions in every case; but where the
perso'us were found to be absolutely destitute, we have continued to pay the money.
Where I have found persons oocupying a
distinguished position in this country, and
State servants receiving good salaries
whose aged relatives have received a
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pension certifieate, I have refnsed to pay,
pending the decisioll of . Parliament, as I
would not take that risk in connexion with
the matter. The whole matter will receive
the full consideration of the Government
and of Parliament. What we want to do
is to deal fairly with these poor unfortunates, but at the same time we must
protect the financial interests of the State.
The leader of the Opposition had only
011e other comment to make, and that was
with regard to the question of reverting to
tolls. I think I will be able t.o show the
honorable member that in certain districts
that have a big main traffic passing
through them from other parts of the
State, cuttillg np their roads and often
competing with our railway system, if the
local government body desires, it ean pass
the necessary by-laws. Tha.t,is the proposal of the Government by which tolls
can be imposed which will prevent this
traffic from coming through those territories.
Mr. GJLLIES.~I do not think the local
bodies have advised tha·t.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The Minister of
Public Works assures me that every
deputation that has waited on him
with regard to this subject has expressed approval of the proposal to revert to the toll system. The honorable
member for Warrenheip and the honorable member for Grenville know how
their territory has been ·cut up by this
foreign traffic.
Mr. HOLDEN.-Vve are not asking for
tolls, though.
Mr. PEACOCK.-No, they are asking
for money. The matter will be fully
explained by the Government when the
Bill is introduced. It will certainly. have
to be considered how best to llleet that
foreign traffic, that is, traffic coming
through territories frOth places outside
their boundaries. I have- to thank the
leader of the Opposition for his kind
remarks, and his promises of assistance,
on behalf of those sitting on the left. I
trust the debate will be closed as speedily
as possible. I have to thank honorable
members all round the chamber for the
generous treatment they have extended to
me since I have been Premier, and I trust
that the present pleasant relations that
exist between .members and myself -may
continue for very many years.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-I do not desire,
at the present stage, to discuss at any
length the various propol!al~ of the
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Government. I reeognise that many the franchise has boen widoned out to
of the measnres they propose to almost the limits that many people thought
deal with will be found difficult desirable. The question arises whether a
of settlement, but at the same time, Constitution like that of the Federal Parthat they are all very important, and that liament would be any improvement for our
it is necessary that we should have suffi- State Legislature. vYe do not kno,,' yet
cient time to consider these questions what is going to be the effect of two
carefully, in order to come to such a Houses resting upon asuffl'age equally wide,
settlement as will be in the interests of and which should make these Houses equally .
the country. I do desire to enter my pro- powerful. It is an experiment, and looks
test against the proposal to amend the very much like the experiment· of sailing
Constitution by means of a convention. a ship under two captains. 'We cannot
I t seems to me like going over honorable say that this experim8nt has been successmembers' heads and aGking outsiders to ful, or that it has even yet emerged from
to perform these duties that this House the experimental stage. 'Ve have had no
has been elected to perform, nor am I able sufficient trial of it to justify any
to see why this extraordinary course should conclusion.
In every civilized Governhave been proposed. vYe see that history ment that we know of that is carried on
is repeating itself, because there have been under a Constit~tion there is no sHch
several occasions in which attempts have thing as two Houses. resting upon the
been made to amend the Constitution by same franchise and that can claitn equal
going over the heads of members of the powers. vYe do not know what will be
House. That course has never succeeded. the result of the experiment that is being
The embassy sent to England by Sir tried in the Federal Parliament. 'We
Graham Berry was a signal failure.
The were ready to make any concessions that
Secretary of State will never 'amend the would render the Commonwealth ConConstitution of Victoria., except in the stitution acceptable to the people of
manner provided in that Constitution. It . Australia. "Te cannot say whether in
has also boen said-and t.his was dwelt these concessions we have not gone too
upon by the honorable member for far, and we may find that a Constitution
St. Kilda in his very able address which leaves one House resting upon a far
last night - that the principal reason wider franchise than the other, and which
for taking this course was because as a result gives that House the claim to
the House would not amend its own COll- be the dominant House of the. Legislature,
stitution. 'Ve .l).ave only to look at the is not a better one. This proposed COllamendments that have already been made vention may bring about something that
to see that there is no justificat.ion for I think few members representing country
holding that opinion. vYhen the Constitu- districts would like to see, and that is
tion we are living under at present was equal electora,tes. \Ye do not know what
first framed the qualification for members it would cause, and we have a perfect right
of the Legislative Council was a property to know what are the proposals for amendone of £5,000 of real estate, or £500 a ing the Constitution before we agree to the
year.. The Council had a constituency then convention proposals. To agree beforehand
of only 11,000 electors, and no man had a that we will take an amendment of
vote for the House unless he had £ 100 a the Constitution from ontsiders is a
year. Now tha.t the Constitution has been most preposterous proposition, and is
amended, the qualification for members not likely to be entertained by this House.
has been reduced from £5,000 to £100 a ffhis House will never delegate its
year, and the 'qualification for the elector powers or functions to an outside body.
has been reduced from £100 a year down Another argument put forward by the
to £10 a year for a freehold and £25 for honorable member for St. Kilda was that
a leasehold, and the Legislative Council this House would not reform itself. Now,
has widened out its franchise until it in- w~ have not had an opportunity of doing
cl udes 135,000 electors. 'Ve have als J so. 'Ve recognise that, with the fl,ch"ellt
made considerable amendments in regard of federation, taking over as it does three
to tliis House. There was .once a property great departments of the State, an amendqualification .for both elector and elected, ment of the Constitution is necessary in
but to-day there is neither. You cannot the direction of eife<;ting something like
go much further than that. The Consti- economy, . something that will compentution has been amended from within, and sate for the additional expenditure that is
M?·. Downward.
0
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involved in having a Federal Government.
Our share of the expenditure will in all
probability be about £120,000 a year.
We recognise that if we do not make some
reduction we will be somewhat an overgoverned people. VV' e, at allY rate, can
ask the Government. to give us, and the
members of another place as well, an
opportunity of saying how far we are prepared to go in making these reductions,
and then leaving it for the people to express their satisfaction or dissatisfaction
upon. rrhey can easily mark their dissatisfaction at any time, by returning
men disposed to go further than we are
prepared to go. The honorable member
for St. Kilda laid great stress on onepoint last night, on the point of the Legislative Comicil being practically a lion in
the path of any amendment of the Constitution. I have tried to 'point out that
the Council has made desirable changes,
and I think all the changes that most
people thought necessary. That they have
done so we have indirectly some e:vidence,
and it is this, namely, the high position
in which members of the Legislative Couneil . who were candidates for the S'enate
stood. at the election for that body. It is
Dot withont its significance that it was
three members of the Legislative Council
that headed the poil by large and substantial majorities over the other three
candidates who had been members of this
House. I think it may be said, and said
fairly enough, that the press is a very
powerful and important factor in deciding
the result of an election where the constituency is a large one. I would leave
ont in making a comparison, the names
of Mr. Simon Fraser and Sir ·William
Zeal, because these candidates had
the nndue advantage of receiving the
support of the two great journals of this
country. Leaving them out., and taking
the comparison of Sir Frederick Sargood,
who had the support of one flf these
papers, and Mr. Best, the next on the
poll, who had the support of the other
great journal, we find that Sir Frederick
Sargood headed that gentleman by nearly
17,000 votes. I ask honorable members
if the Legislative Council had really given
serious dissatisfaction in this conntry,
would the ex-members of thali Chamber
have taken the high place they did on the
senatorial poll 1 They certainly would
not. We have no reason for questioning
that that .House will fall into line just as
readily as the majority of mernbers of this
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House in making the necessary alterations
in a constitutional way. I do say that
members of this House are entitled to ask
that they shall have an opportunity of
making the alterations which are necessary.
"\V"ith regard to the prop oRal concerning
old - age pensions, there will certainly
be considerable difficulty in coming to a
satisfactory settlement. That some mistakes have been made in the framing
of this. Act goes without saying.
V\Te could hardly expect that legislation of
that kind would be passed. without it
being afterwards speedily found necessary
to make amendments; and I dare say that.
the amendments which wo shall now be
able to mal{e, in the light of our experience
of the working and the cost; of this scheme,
will result in an Act which will give much
more satisfactory results than the one
und~r which the old-age pensions system
is at present working. I think that the
reform of the education system, another.
matter referred to in the LieutenalltGovernor's speech, is also neo()ssary.
There is a wide field open for improvement there, and the Bill in ref~rence to
the matter will be one of very great
importance, and one not easy to deal
with. I am pleased t.o know that in the
Ministerial proposals it i.s intended to
have regard to the primary int-erests
of the country,. for the speech states
that the Government intend to develop
and foster our producing interests. I
think that Ol1e of ·the decisions o£ the
Government--their decision not to i11rease the endowment to shires-is a mistake, because that endowment is the best
possible aid they can give to the producing
interests, as it is the means of providing
people with good roads to the railways. In
doing that the State would be improving
the value of a very important asset qf the
conntry, and that is the railways. 'Ye
regard with considerable satiBfaction the
very large increase that has taken place
in the receipts from the rail ways during the
last fonr years. ,\Ve find that there has
been an increase of £663,000; and that.
shows that if we would give still greuter
facilities for the prod lICeI'S to reach the
markets, which could. be done by increasing the municipal endowment,· the railways would, by the increased traffic and
consequently through increi1sed revenue,
go a long ,yay towards. repa.ying that expenditure. I notice also that it is proposed to bring in an amending Coal Mines
Regulation Bill.
Serious accidents are

42

Add1'ess in Reply to the

[ASSEMBLY.] Lie.utenant-Gov~rno1·'s Speech.

continually happening in our mines;
several men have he en killed within the
last five or six: weeks. I fhid that that
proposal is almost at the bottom of the
list on the Government programme.
That is a pity. But as we have had a
distinct promise from the Minister of
Mines that he will make this Bill one
of his first measures, I
do not
know that the order in which these Bills
are placed can be taken as any indication
as to the order in which they will be dealt
with. This· Coal Mines Regulation Bill is
a measure which should be brought on at
·an early stage. I also regret to notice the
absence fro~l1 the proposals of the Government of any project for dealing in
some efficient way with those very large
village swamp settlements in the Moe and
the Koo-woe-rup. 'Ve have there some
60,000 acres of good land, on which 4,.000
families are residing, and the results of the
. recurring floods have made it abundantly
clear that the present system of drainage is
wholly inadequate. I should think that the
matter was of sufficient national importance to have merited some statement as
to what was the intention of the Governmp.nt in connexion with it. I do not
desire ·to hinder the early adoption of
the address in reply, because I feel that
we cannot at this stage do any good by
discussing these propositions at any great
length; the time for that is when the
propQsals are hefore the House.
Mr. McKENZIE.-=--I feel that this
House has met under circumstances
which are, perhaps, more solemn and
impressive than any circumstances or
conditions .in which the House has
assembled before. Since last we met: as
a legislati ve body the greatest ev'entB
in connexion with the empire have transpired. It i8 unnecessary to refer to them
at length.
'Ve are here to-day as a
people with a new King reigning oyer us,
and we are met to-day as a lcgislati ve body
in very different circumstances from those
which existed when we met before. We
were then the supreme governing body of
this State, or, as it was then called, this
colony. Now there is another body
created to govern not only Victoria but
the whole of Australia. I am sure that
honorable members will all rejoice in that
fact, because it is the consummation of
the labours of a great many members in
this House, who worked ardently for that
end. I congratulate the Premier upon the
very prominent and conspic.uous part that

he took in bringing it about. VVe are all
delighted that the Commonwealth has been
created, and are all ex.tremely pleased
that the Commonwealth Parliament is
meeting in Melbourne at the present
time. I regret that any friction should
have occurred in connexion with the
housing of that body, and J would say at
once that I do not believe that the members of this House entertain anything but'
the most friendly feelings towards the
members of that other body. It is our
desire that the members of the Federal
Parliament should be entertained in the
most hospitable manner whilst they
remain the guests of Victoria. I am sure
that any slight friction that occurred ·soon
passed away, and the explanations given
this afternoon by the leader of· the
Opposition and. the Premier will go a long
way towards removing the misapprehensions that have existed. Since our
last gathering we have had a visit to our
shores from the Heir Apparent to the
Throne, 'and that visit has given universal
pleasure to the people of this State. I
consider it is right at the present time to
congratulate the Government and the
whole of our community 011 their having
brought the celebrations in cOllnexion
with the great eVel'lt to sueh a succes~ful
issue. The celebrations were such as to
re;flect the greatest credit upon this St~te,
and have done this State a vast amount of
good in the eyes of the world. It was
thought by some that the expenditure
was too great, and that. we were
lavishing money too freely. I desire to
say that I do not agree with that view;
I do not think that money has ever
been better spent in the interests of
the whole population than the money that
was spent in connexion with the celebrations. I am pleased that some of the
members of the committee, and par~icu
larlY the secretary, have had· their seryices duly recognised. I believe that
they have laid this State under a debt of
obligation to them for the great work
they did on that occasion. There is one
small matter that might be alluded to in
connexion with those celebrations, and it
is a pity that it occurred; that waS in
Gonnexion with the catering for the review. I do not desire to drag this debate
to a low level, but I do think it is the
duty of the Government to see that whoever were responsible for that occurrence
are made to suffer aocordingly.
Before
entering upon the consideration of the
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Lieuteriant-Governor's speech, I desire to
cOllgratulate the gentlemen who moved
and seconded the address in reply. The
mover has made, I am certain,' a very
favorable impression upon this Honse as
a new rnember. The seconder is one who
was known to llS before, and I am pleased
that he showed us distinctly that all his
interests a.nd sympathies are with the
producing interests of the State.
I
was particularly strnck with some of
the remarks made by the mover of the
address in reply, because it occurred to
me at the time that some of his statements were scarcely consistent with his
surroundings.
It seemed to me that
some of the views· which that gentleman
expressed could not be indorsed or approved by honomble mem.bers sitting on
the Government side of the Honse, and I
feel that that gentleman would be occupying a very consistent and very congenial
position if he crossed the floor and sat on
this side.
.
M.r. PEACOCK.-No, no.
Mr. McKENZIE.-There is nnly one
thing that divides him from the members
on this side-that is, his support of the
proposal to effect a reform in the Constitntion by means of a convention.
I do n~t desire, any more than our
leader, to enter upon the consideration of
this subject at the present moment,
because I think it is premature, and I do
not think it will serve any good purpose
to open up a debate upon the convention
scheme at this time. But I felt last night
that the honorable member for St. Kilda
was striying very hard to convillce himself that the convention was a good thing.
I do not think that the honorable member
altogether succeeded in convincing himself tbat he was absolutely right in his
con ten tion. The main ground of his
argument was that it was necessary to
have the convention, becanse Parliament
would not reform itself. It is simply
begging the question to say that Parliament would not reform itself. Parliament
has not been asked to reform itself, and
until it has been asked it cannot be said
that it will not do that which it is
being charged with being unwilling to do.
That is the whole length that I intend
to go into this question. Following on
that subject, the honorable member
spoke about old-age pensions. That is a
very important question; it is, indeed,
the largest thing that the Government
. of this country has undertaken for many
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years past, because it is a matter that
involves it ill an expeuditure of over
£300,000 a year at present, and will probably involve the State, if matters go on at
the same rate, in an expenditure of
£400,000 or £500,000 before many
years are past. The honorable member
for St. Kilda laid down three principles
to which he said the old-age pensions
system should conform, and I think he
was perfectly right. One principle was,
that we have to consider the financial
ability of the State to meet the demands
made upon it. 'l'hat is a reasonable ground,
hut r do not think that in passing the
existillg Act this principle received due
oonsideration.
Mr. GILLTES.-I do not think so either.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do not think the
Bill received due consideration. r was
absent from the House the evening it
came on, alld expected to have an opportunity next day of speaking upon it; but
to my amazement I saw next morning
that it had been passed. On looking at
l{ansa?'d I found that really very little
consideration had been given to the Bill,
and that but few members joined in the
discussion upon it.. I do not think that
. the financial principle received due consideration from the Romie generally, and
I do not think it receiled due attentioll
from the Government.
In fact, the
measure was dealt with in sneh a way as
to indicate a desire on the part of those
who had charge of it to get it out of
hand as soon as possible. According to
the statements made in the debate upon
that occasion, the then Premier indicated
that the Bill would involve an expenditure
of £150,000 a year to the State. That was
his limit.
I ,,"ouM be astonished that a
gentleman noted for his careful and clear
knowledge ill regard to finances, a mUll
who has proved himself to be able to
calculate the returns of this colony to a
nicety, perpllps more preoisely and in
more difficult circumstances than any
previous Treasurer, should have been out
in his calculations on this subject to such
an enormous extent. I can ollly come to the
conclusion that t.he right honorable gentleman was forced along by pressure from
behind to consent to something in which
hi,,; own reason alld intelligence did not
acquiesce.
The second principle laid
down by the honorable member for St.
Kilda was that· the P~msions Act should
lIot discourage thrift.
I do not think
that the existing measure conforms to
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that principle; I think that it does discourage thrift. The third principle he
laid. down was, that those who received
pensions should be deserving persons, and
it is notorious that the existing system
does not. comply with that condition. The
honorable momber further went on to
say that where people who were receiving
pensions had friends or relatives who were
well off and able to support them, those
friends and relatives should be compelled
to contributo to their support. I am very
pleased to see that the Premier to-night
has expressed his approval of that principle.
I hope it is one that we can all approve. of.
That persons who have friends in good
circumstances should come upon the State
for their maintenance is a scandal whi~h
should not be permitted. I do not intend
to go further into the question of old-age
pensions than to poin t out that ill New
Zealand, which is a colony governed by a
llremier and a Government who are in full
sympathy with the working classes, the
State has refl~sed to go beyond a maximum
of 7s. a week, the Premier of that colony
explaining that if the amounts went
beyond that the finances of the country
could not stand the strain. 'fhe total
cost pel' annum in that colony was
£150,000 to begin with. It is now
over £200,000, although the system has
been in operation only a very short
time.
An actuarial calculation shows
that before the century is much older the
cost of the sysLem to that State will
amount to something like £400,000 a
year. The expendi.t.ura under Acts of
this description has a tendency to growit is certain to grow-and it is very
short-sighted on the part of those
who are friends of the old-age pensions
system to ad vocate a measure that is certain to break down uuder its own weight.
The present system cannot go on under
the existing circulllstances, because the
weight laid upon the finances of this State
is more than it can bear in the future. I
think it is just as well to express an
opinion candidly Oll this subject. As to
the principle that the State should come
to the aid of deserving and aged poor
men and womell who have broken down
beneath the burden of life, that is a principle which I agree is humane and right;
but at the same time we must be guided
by reason and common sense in our
action. ~o fault €an be· found with the,
Governor's speech for lack of compreherlsiveness; it is extremely comprehensive .
. Mr. jfcKenzie.

Subjects of every description are to be
found there. The speech covers a very
wide area. In fact it would be difficult to
find anything that could possibly be
brou~bt into the rontine of practical politics, 01' what may be considered pl'aotical
politics, that is not included in the speech;
and in case there should be any omission,
we have at the end of the speech a number of different items strung together, so
that no person can say that anything
in
which
he is interested
is altogether omitted.
I
do not
blame
the Government
for
that.
'rhey have had plenty of examples and
precedents ill the past, and if they had
not act.ed as they have done, it is possible
that somebody would have said that there
was a deficiency somewhere. But I do
not think that anybody could bring that
charge against the speech on this occasion.
There is one question that arises in connexion with the comprehensiveness of
His Excellency's s,peech: It is ll.ot.from the
quantity of legislation, it is not froUl the
number of Bills that may be passed, that
Parliament can build up its credit. The
quality of the legislation is the end that
should be looked to. vVe have had the
Premier telling the country recently that.
during the time he was cOllnected with
the Turner Governmen t some· 265 Bills
were placed on the statute· book by the
Government. in· five years, or a,n average
of 53 Bills per annnm. 'l'hat is a very
good record as far as number goes;. but I
think we should· he very careful in this
Chamber not to allow" measures to go
through until they have been fnlly considered. 'fhe statement that all the measures were carefully considered before
they were
brought down to
this
Honse is easily refuted; because honorable members who were in the Assembly at
the time will recollect that after the Government introduced their measures it was
customary for tho Attorney-General, or
some other member of the Government, to
bring in a whole sheaf of amendments,
which in some cases were more bulky than
the original Bill. That proves conclusively that the details of the Bills were
not thoroughly thrashed out by the Government before thev undertook the responsibility ·of submitting them to Parliament. No Government could undertake
to fully consider the details of 53 Bills
before they were brought down, in
addition to t.ransacting the work which
members . of the Government. ha.ve to
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transact in connexion with the administration of the various State departments.
Many of those measures have had to be
amended as soon as they were passed;
and I would impress on the Government,
the House, and the country that it would
be be~ter if a smaller number of wellconsidered measures were passed than if
we pu.t up a record of many measures,
,some of which might work mischief
through not baving received adequate
consideration. I might illustrate this
principle by a story of a pioneer settler
who had got on remarkably well in the
early clays, and who b\lilt a fine mansion
on his property, containing a library.
This g'entleman was accustomed to hard
work and to business calculations, and
so forth.
Literature had not been a
strong point with him, and to him one
book was the same as another. Accordingly, when he was stocking his library,
he sent an order to the old country for
two tons of books for the purpose. He
was like the Government-he thought
that quantity and not quality was what
would give the most completel:3atisfaction.
r will allude to one small matter which
,vas referred to by the leader of the
Opposition, and dealt with by the Premier
in his reply,-that is, the proposal with
regard to tolls. Although that is a small
matter, it is one of importance, and r may
say that r do not disapprove of the Government proposal. I think it is a fair
thing to give the option to shires to put
on tolls where they cannot obtain revenue
from the people who use the roads. r
have in mind one shire whose roads are
cut up by persons who cart firewood to
the raHway station, 'and who do not pay
rates.
.
An HONOHABJ~E ME~IBER.- You cannot
tax that class of people.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I think it is right
for the Government to give the shires
the power to charge the tolls. The
responsibility of adopting the toll system
will rest upon the local councils. The
system must also operate as a check
against competition with railways.
"
Mr. LANGDoN.-Let the railways charge
lower freights.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do not think that
the State should be called upon to pay
money for main roads which may be used
by people in competition with the railways. There will, of course, be great
difference of opinion on this subject; but
I think that the Government, in giving
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the option to the municipalities are acting wisely. We often plead here for ~he
extension of local government. This is
eI:tending the principle of local g-overn·
ment, since it is giving the local bodies
power to t.ax these people if they so desire.
'With due deference to my friends, I must
say that I cannot take exception to the
action of the Government in this matter.
I repeat that I agree with the Government
that it is a right and proper extension
of municipal authority to establish tolls
on main roads. ':).1he municipalities may
be t.rnsted to exercise their disCl'eti()l1
wisely. A cognate subject is the proposa.l
of the Government to continue the grant
to the fourth, fifth, and sixth class shires
on a reduced scale. r am thoroughly at
one with the Government on this ~tter
of assisting the poorer shires. The municipal subRidy in the past was not distributed 011 what I regard as an equitable
scale. A great mallY wealthy shires, who
did not require it, obtained the subsidy,
whereas the poorer shires--those in mountainous districts-were paid P?'O ratd on
their rates. This simply meant that they
received a very little at a time when a
great deal was required. The principle. of'
giving the grant to the shires according
to their necessities is the correct one.
The only thing I regret is that the
Government has l'educed the amount.
These shires during the depression had to
curtail their works, and many of their
roads are 110W very bad, because they
were only able to temporarily repair them.
,r hope the Government will continue the
grant to these shires on the scale that
has obtained during the last few
years-.£50,OOO a year-and make some
provision
for giving the
municipalities the option of establishing
tolls, or some assistance towards
the maintenance of main nlads running
through their districts. The traffic upon
these roads frequentlybringli1 very little
revenue to the municipalities, and yet
creates a heavy expenditure in keeping
them in order. I also congratulate the
Government upon its promise to deal
with two very import.ant matters-penal
reform and the lunacy. law. These are
two very important social questions, and I
am glad to see that the Government are
going to grapple witli them, because they
both urgently require to be ,dealt with,
and reforms, which will bring them up to
date, are necessary. The manner in which
suspected lunatics are dea1t with is a
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disgrace to a civilized nation. The proposal
of the Government to appoint a director of
agl~iclllture is a good one, if the right man
is selected. I warn the Government that in
this selection they are assuming a proper
but, nevertheless, a heavy responsibility,
and one that will be scrutinized closely by
the people of the country. I hope they will
not allow themselves to be influenced by
any other consideration than that of the
fitness of the man for the position. The
Agricultural department has come to be
one of the most important in this community, and a great deal of the future
development of the wealth and resources
of the State will depend on the mannel'in
which it is conducted. It certainly requires an expert, who should neithet' be a
scientist only nor a business man only,
but one who combines all the qualities
it is possible to have in one man. He
must be a man of large general experience, qualified to understand the conditions of the markets of the world.
The ~nbject is too large for me to deal
with fully at the preseht time. The action
of the Minister of Agriculture will be
watched very carefully-not that I mean
. to reflect upon him by saying that there
is any necessity to watch him; but to see
that he appoints the right man. Closely
associated with the Agricultural department is the Huilway department. This
department has It direct influ~nce and
bearing upon the productions of the. soil
of this country. Before dealing with that
I would say that, as the Government intend to bring forward a proposal in
regard to the nianagement of the railW1YS, I take this opportunity of· expressing my opinion that we should follow on
the lines we have adopt.ed in the past.
'Ve should get a geneml nlanager, a
gentleman of large experience, and Olle
whom we shollld not be.afraid to pay for
his business capacity. Rail way managers,
like other marketable commodities, have
their value, and a competent railway
manager is very expensive in the markets
of the world. There is a strong feeling
in somequarters against payinga big salary
to one mall, but where there is such a large
issue at stake as there is in this country,
it is the height of folly to cOl15ider a few
hundred pounds in salary. The man who
has charge of the rail ways may, hy his
business capacity and management, add
perhaps hundreds of thousands of pounds
a year to the income of the people of this
State. I desire to point out to the
Mr. McKenzie.

Minister of Rail ways that matters are not
in a satisfactory condition in his' department in regard to next season's wheat crop.
As honorable members are aware, the
country party appointed a committee to
inq uire into this matter, and we made a
thorough investigatioll. 'When we took
it up, we were under the impression that
the Hailway department was solely responsible for any block that had occurred, but
when we begau to inquire into it we
found that its ramifications were very extensive, and that there were other bodies
besides the Railway department which
were responsible.
Very conflicting and
diverse interests were at work. As regards the Rail way department, we found
that the provision mad.e for shipping
wheat from this port was antiqnated, insufficient, and calculated to cause great
loss to the exporters and to all concel'l1ed.
The piers were built for a differeut state
of things from that which prevails at the
present time. rrhe faul t of that is not
attributable to anyone here, but these
piers should hav'e been brought up to dat.e.
We fonnd that the reason they were not
brought up to date was because reliance
was placed upon the Harbor Trust, and
it was' expected that they were going to
make all necessary provision.
Consequently the piers were neglected. Provision was not made by the Harbor
Trust, but yet I do not desire to
oondemn this body, because Hew conditions have arisen which had not been
foreseen.
A new class of steamers,
large mammoth steamers, which were
unknown when the Harbor Trnst com- .
menced their work, now visit this port.
Under these circumstances, it, is difficult
to attach responsibility, and I am firmly
convinced that this matter should be
inq uired in to. ROJal commissions ha ,'e,
in the past, taken so long to conduct
their bnsiness that the effect has been to
discredit any proposal to submit a question to a commission. But circllmstances
alter cases, and in this instance a
com mission or some board of inquiry
might be appointed with instructions
to bring up their report on the Bn bject within a given time. I am COllvinced that, unless some means are taken
of bringing witnesses forward and getting
evidence, we shall be unable to get at the
w hole of the facts of the case. A casual
investigation is inadequate. The whole of
tbeillformation should be brought into
the light of day. 'Ve waited upon the late
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Commissioner of Railways, and were
very courteously received by hil~. H~
went into our proposals in a business-like
way. He admitted that the accommodation at 'Villiamstown was antiqu.ated and
out of date, and said it was his intention
to have it remodelled, as early as possible
-in fact, he was taking it in h~nd at that
time. He admitted that the accommodation on the main pier at Williamstown,
where there were only four sets of rails,
was bad.
Mr. MURRAY.-Whose fault did he say it
was that things were in t hat condition 1
Mr. McKENZIE.-He did not feel
called upon to say; but I will t.ell the
honorahle member what he did say, and
On the
be can judge for himself.
strength of the statements made by
stevedores and others working at the
pier', we recommended that it should be
widened to allow for a double set of
rails. Mr. Mathieson met our proposal
by saying it should be widened to permit of an additional single set of rails.
That we were told would meet the case to
a great extent, but to deal with the
matter properly the pier should be
raised, because it is low and not suited for
loading largo ships that come to the port.
The expense of raising it to a proper
level 'would be enormous, and Mr:
Mathieson said that on that account
it would be out of the question. This
conversation took place a few months
ago, and, though Mr. Mathieson ad vocated
the widening, nothing has been done up
to date. If the drought had continued
it is probable that the existing arrangements might have met the case uext
season '; but fortunately the dronght has'
broken up, and I hope and trllst that we
shall have such a. season as that which
occurred when, under similar circumstances, the Railway department had to
cope with the h~av!est traffic then OD record.
It is quite possible that this experience
will be repeated. It is therefore most
urgent that not one day should be lost. ill
making adequate provision. The pier has
not been touched. It is just as it was,
although a great deftl of talk has been
made abl)ut it. If it is not taken in
hand what provision will be made before
Hext season 1 We will be in exactly
the same position as before in regard'
to the loadiug of ship~. Further, we
found that an antiquated system of
weighing the grain one bag at a time prevailed at the rail way pier. Such a thing
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is condemned all over the world. A
worse system could scarcely be devised,
and yet it had its odefenders. No d01.;l.bt
it ,does suit some persons who are connected with the trade. I do not desire to
reflect on anyone, but it does not suit the.
farmer, and he is the man who has to be
considered. Following the evidence gi ven,
we advocated ,that whe'tt should be
vVe' were
weighed on weigh-bridges.
told by many from whom \Vb received
what might be regarded' as expert
evidence that weigh-bridges were not
trustworthy. It was said that 'weighbridges were not exact enough to be
accepted in -commerCial oircles. That
seemed to us to be perfectly ab3urd, and I
think every honora~le member will see that
a statement of that sort is a reflection on
mechanicn.l science at the present time.
Mr. Mathieson agreed with our view, -and
promised that Olle weigh-bridge should be
provided.
I am not aware that that
weigh- bridge has been taken in hand, or
any movement made towards it~ construction.
Mr. LANGDoN.-The single bag system
still prevails.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes. 'We h£d this
promise made to us. 'fhen we found
there was a great difficuity in regard to
storage accommodation and the loading of
the ships, and also in regard to the single
bag method. Q1lite all army of men were
employed there.
I think eight were
visible, and there was a large nl1mber invisible down in the hold, 'Ve took a
note when we were down there of the
time IOSL ill rnising the bags from the
wharf .and loading t.he ships. \Ve endeavoured to obtain evidenoe in regard to
the vexed question of the elevators_ Some
experts were in favonr of it and sOllle were
not. 'Ve did lJot feel in a· position to
express a decided opinion 011 the question,
but it was clear to the members of the
committee that if the e1evat(\fS could be
stlccessfully introduced into this country
it would be a very great benefit to the
producers.
Under these circumstances
we feel thRt valuable time is beillg losttime that may not be recovered. N otwithst.anding the fact that many of the trucks
were not, in our opinion, doillg the largest
amonnt of service possible, wo ascertained
that there was a deficiency of trucks,
even allowing for any unnecessary d£'tention such as would not occur if the arrangements were better. Mr. Mathiesoll agreed
with us, and said he had asked the
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Premier for money to provide 1,000 new beforo the wheat season is too short.
trucks. rrhat was some few months ago,
However, I hope that the Minister will
and I think I am right in saying that manifest as much enthusiasm I'I.S possible
not one tnlCk has yet been turned out.. ill regard to this matter, and that as many
Authority wns given to construct 200 engines ;tnd waggons as Can be constructed
trucks, but none of them have been de- will be forthcoming when the season comlivered. Mr. Mathieson impressed the men·ces.
committee with his earnest ctesire to have
Mr. GILTJlEs.-Ther8 is no objection on
these trucks constructed at once, and the part of the manufacturers or this
whoever is responsible for the delay, Mr. State to a pattern engine being brought
Mathieson, in my opinion, is not. Further, from abroad.
he told us that he required at least 50 more
Mr. McKENZIE.---I am pleased to hear
powerful locomotives; in fact, he said he the honorable member say so, because
desired 100, but he did not dare to open his it is·a tribute to their common sense. It
mouth so wide as that. It is no use con- would be frivolous for them to object to
structing trllcks if there are no engines that. The q nestion is otle of the greatest
to draw them when they are constructed. importance to our people, and there is a
What has happened in regard to the pro- very large question outside of it, namely,
vision of these locomoti ves ~ I believe the general accommodation of the piers
tift~en are to be constructed al together~
controlled by the Harbor Trust and of
that is that an order has been given for that those in the Bay. A very able exposition
num bel'. It is intended to constrnct more; of the situation appeared in the press
but the point I desire to draw speoial recently, written by a gentleman who is
attention to is that they are to be evidently an expert and understands what
constructed on the pattern of a new he is speaking about. He indicated that
engine which is being constructed here from the Bay and not the river should have
designs. This engine is to be used a.s a been utilized, because the Bay is the right
place to build our piers.
pattern for others. I inquired, not f~om Mr.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-He could only disMathieson, whether the engine could not
be obtained ready made from outside the cover that since those big ships have come
State, so as to prevent the loss of all this into vogue.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-He has a.lways
time. I was informed there were objecheld it.
tions to that course.
Mr. McKENZIE.-My honorable friend
Mr. RAl\fsAY.-Quite right.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honomble mem- is right, because I know from illternal
ber may say quite right. He may think evidence that the same writer wrote a
it is a wrong thing that an engine should very able pamphlet on the subject, which
be introduced from abroad, and the work was published a grellt many years ago,
not given to people in the State, but. I ad vocating the very same scheme that he
would point ont that it is a pattern propounded in that article. That pamphlet
engine that is required. Does the honor- he produced to the committee. I know
able member mean t? say that for the few from what the honorable member for
men employed in constructing that one Ma.ldonsays, that I am right in my surmise.
engine months should be lost to the pro- And subsequent events have proved that
ducers 1 I say it is a wrong principle. the forecast he gave in that pamphlet was
It is [t mere !>agate1l8 in comparison fully justified. This question is so large
with the importance of the matter and so ·far reaohing in its consequences to
to the producers.
Is it an infringe- the people of this country that I would
ment of what has been the established again ·urge that it should be thoroughly
policy of this State to say that an en- inquired into. It is a matter we should
gine should not be introduced from" not be squeamish about. vVe should not
abroad, in. order that. the work of con- allow harbor trust considerations, railstructing several engines may be gone on way considerations, or considerations for
with as speedily as possible 1 If there is a any other body to stand in the way. We
failure in this respect when the wheat should have the truth, the whole truth,
season comes round the Government will . and nothing but the truth, but we have
be held responsible, because they have reason to fear that we will find it very
had ample opportunity of making pro- hard to get those conditions complied
There is just one other matter
vision, and they have not done so; at with.
least, it seems to me that the time left to which I would like to refer, and
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it is one which was emphasized last the most improbable thillg that one could
night by the mover and seconder of very well imagine, they shall get a fair
the address in reply to the Lieutenant- measure of support from me. Under those
Governor's speech. I refer to the neces- circumstances the GoverIlment can rest
sity for economy in conducting the affairs satisfied. that, so far as I can judge the
of this State. One of our great means feelings of honorable members, they will
of taxation-indirect taxation-has been meet with no factious opposition from
taken from us, and all ~fllrther this (the opposition) side of the House.
Mr. E. D. ·WILLIAMS.-Before adliabilities and charges must be met by
direct taxation. 'We have lost the mea11S dressing myself to the subjects contained
and opportunities of raising money which in the Lielltenallt-GoVel'l1ol"s speech, I
we had in the past. It was always a desire to offer my congratulatiolls to the
ready resource to turn to the r:J\Ll'iff-the Premier upon attaining the high aI~d
customs-to increase the charges and hOllorable position he has reached in this
rrhe opportunities seem to have
bring in additional revenue if we could House.
manage it. Sometimes we did not sncceed, presented. themselves at a time when he
but, still that has been the great source could hardly avoid embracing them, and,
.of revenue to us. vVa shall continne to if I can form any judgment at all from
receive revenue from that source, but we the speeches that have been delivered so
have lost control over it. We shall not be far by honora,ble members, and their con.able to control it as we have done in the duct np to the present, the honorable
past, and if we increase onr expenditure gentleman has every reason to hope for
beyoud our income, there are only two good, faithful, and loyal support, provided,
ways to make up the deficiency. One is of course, that he and his Government
by direct taxation, and the other is by will always show an earnest desire in
means of retrenchment, and that is what bringing into law measures such as will
I meant when speaking earlier thii'l even· tend to benefit the public at large of this
ing in regard to the eharge imposed Oll the State. It is not my intention to address
people of this country by means of the my remarks to all of the subjects
DId-age pensions scheme. I say it is not a pr_esented to honorable members in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech, but there
ben~fit to the working man to lay a charge
on the State that the State is unable to are one or two matters that I certainly
bear without resorting either to, direct desire to make a brief reference to. I
taxation or to retrenchment. If you adopt find one paragraph in the Lieuten&nt·
a system of retrenchm.ent, you cut these Governor's speech which directs our
people down-you reduce their wages. attention to the fact that the Minister of
That, surely, is not a benefit to the work- Mines intends to introduce a measure that
ing man. If you resort to direct taxation, will materially improve the mining laws
you reduce the employing power of the and the condition of mining generally in
.cflpitalists of the country-those who em- this State. My experience, havillg' lived
ploy the people. You reduce their power a good many years in a mining commuto employ and give work and wages, and nity, is that there are few industries in
thus again you hit the working man. The the State that require more encouragecountry is best governed in the interests ment than the mining industry, and there
-of all by seeing that we live within our . are few Jaws on our statute-book at preincome, without laying down heavy charges sent that require amendment more
to be met by extraordinary means, and I urgently than the laws which affect
trust that this Government will carry out mining. I did in.tend to speak at some
its promise, and will endeavour to live length on this matter when I first
within its income, and to reduce the ex- saw it referred to .in the Lientenantpenditure within reasonable limits. It Governor's speech, bull, on second conshould see that when it does expend sideration, I have come to the conclusion
money it gets some return in increased that perhaps. it would l)e wiser for me to
production by encouraging the producing wait until I see. the measure which the
interests of the State generally. If the honorable the Minister of Mines iutends
,Government continue to act on those to introduce to this House. If it is on
lines, I can assure ,them that, excepting the lines which, from, my own personal
th-eir wild scheme for establishing a con- experience, I think ought to be adopted,
ycntion which they know perfectly well I can assure him .that it will have
has no more chance of becoming law than my snpport. \VJ.Wn ,the, measure comes_
Session 1901.-[4]
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before us, if I can, from my personal
experience and know ledge of the subject,
help the honorable gent~eman, I shall be
only too pleased to do so, in order that
our mining regulations, at any ra,tc, may
be brought into a little better form and
more in accordance with the times and conditions of the age in which we live. ·With
reference to the proposal to give £150,000,
to fourth, fifth, and sixth class shires, the
expenditure of which is t'J be extended
over three years, I can .only say that
it. meets with my cordial approval.
The giving of power to municipalities
to collect tolls in their own individual
municipalities, however, will, I think,
be a very unwise step to take. It
will mean goillg back to the times of
our grandfathers-at any rate, over one
hundred years ago-and a reinstatement
of the old system which has been found
so very cumbersome and to work so very
disagreeably.
Unless some information
can be brought forward when this Bill
is introduced to convince me that it is
necessary to make a change in this
direction, I must say that I cannot
see my way· clear to· support, or
promise to support, anything of the kind.
I trust that the Government, in addition
to granting this £150,000 towards the
maintenance of main roads, will see its
way to provide money to put them in a
better condition than they are at present.
A number of the roads in these municipalities have been brought into a very
dilapidated state owing to the immense
traffic that has been carried over th~m for
the last eight 01' ten years, more especially
since the teams on the roads have been
competing with our railway system. In
consequence of the limited revenue at the
disposal of these different municipalities,
they have not been in a position to keep
these roads in a. proper state of repair.
For this reason I say that, in addition to
this small grant of £150,000 extended
over a period of three years, I hope the
Government will find themselves in a
position to permanently increase the endowment to the mUllicipalitieH. There is
another very interesting subject referred
to in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech
-that of old-age pensions-to which
I would like to refer.
·When the
Right Honorable Sir George Turner
introduced the Bill making provision
for the payment of these pensions, he
calculated that the expenditure likely
to be involved would amount to £150,000
Mr. E. D. Williams,

a year. Afterwards he consented to in·
crease the amount of the pension from
7s. 6d. per week to lOs. per week, according to the judgment of those who would
be called upon to administer the law.
I stated at the time-and it is to be seen
ill Hansa1'd to-day-that upon a calculation made on the basis of the New
Zealand Act, we would require at least
£300,000 a year, and I think it will be
found that that sum is nearer the mark
than £150,000. I am one of those who
have always loyally and earnestly supported the old-age pensions scheme. I
believe in it as much to-day as ever I did.
I think that it is a usefnl, necessary, and
very humane provision,. tl.lld a servicable
way of providing for our aged people. But
I say that it is a lloble Act badly administered-fearfully badly admiuistered.
I can speak from my own personal experi.
ence, as I have bad to sit in the same
room with one of the gentlemen called
upon to administer it, and I have seen
cases ill which applicants who were well provided for have applied for the pension.
·When this was pointed out, the reply was
that their income did non amount to lOs.
pel' week, and the Act pl'wided that their
income could be made up to that sum.
I have heard applicants confess that their
income amounted to 78. 6d. per week, and
yet they were granted an aclditional2s. 6d.
per week. I heard Olle applicant asked"How much money have you got ~" ana
. the reply was "£95." He was asked"Where is it 1" The reply was-" In the
savings bank." "How old are you 1 " was
the next question putto him, and he replied
-" Eighty-three years of age." A suggestion was made to the gentleman who was
administering the Act as to whether it
would not be well for this old man to use
the £95. It was said that he was Hot
likely to live three years, and if he should
live and usc the £95 he would then be able
to get the pension.
Mr. Pm£NDERGAsT.-That is a direct
bar to the encouragement of thrift.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-rrhe gentleman in charge of the administration
pointed out that there was nothing in the
Act authorizing him to refuse the pension.
The applicant, it appell.red, had a brothel.'
in New Zealand, and he was asked if he
had made a will. He replied-" YeEl, in
favour of. my brother." In four mOllths
the old ma.nwas dead, and instead of having
used up the original amount of £95, I hft ve
no doubt-from a twenty years' knowledge
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of the man-that he was able to increase
it to perhaps £100. Many similar cases
have come nnder my own ob')ervation, and
I say that the Act is badly administered.
The Act, as it is framed at present, permits
any magistrate authorized to administer
it to grant a pension up to the amount
of lOs. per week. If the applicant is in
receipt of an income of 9s. per week, there
is nothing to prevent him being granted
an extra Is., and tha t is the spirit in which
it has been carried out all through. I
understood that the honol'c1.ble the Pre:niel'
admitted that we had not sufficient time
to deal with that Act.
Mr. PEACOCK -Heal', hear.
Mr. E. D. ·WILLIAMS. - I say so too,
and if the honorable gentleman had seen
what I have seen in connexion with the
administration of the Act, he would see
the necessity for some alteration of it. It
was carried through this House in a rush,
and there was not sufficient time or consideration given to the appointment of the
gentlemen called on to administer it and
sanction the payment of the money. I
can instance another case ill which an
old gentleman applied for the pension.
He was asked if he had any family.
He replied-"Yes," aud said that he
had a son in the Government service
getting nearly £500 a year, but who
refused to support him. He was granted
the pension, and in this case, in addition
to the £500 a year of the ratepayers'
money which W9,S being paid to the son,
the people had to be taxed a second time
in order to provide for the payrnent of a
pension to the fat.her.
Mr. TRENWI'I'H.-"What would you do
in snch a case as you mention ~
Mr. E. D. 'VILLIAMS.-If the honor·
able gentle~an will give me an opportunity I will show him. More care should
be exercised, and inquiries made into the
circumstances of the applicant. Under the
present system a gentleman who is practically a stranger is sent to a district to
decide the merits of the different applicants. The duty should be performed by
a magistrate who lived in the district, and
who was well acquainted with the cirCllmstances of the different applicants. As some other honorable members
have stated, I think a great mistake has
been made in conducting the business
of this Act in a star chamber
fashion.
The applications should be
made in open conrt, where everybody
wonld be able to see who the applicants
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were, and hear what they had to say.
I could, if necessary, refer to many other
cases in which full inquiry and consideration were shown to be absolutely necessary, but I think I have said sufficient to
show that SQme improvement is required.
I hope and tl'llst, therefore, that the Premier will introduce a Bill to improve the.
administration of the Old-age Pensions
Act, ,vhicil, although a very good measure,
and one which will always receive my
support, requires great care in its administration and in dealing out the money
of the ratepayers and taxpayers of
this State. So long as the Government
'will bring measures into this House that
will conduce to the welfare and good of
the people of the State, I can only say, as
the leader of the Opposition said, that it
shall receive loyal support from me. I
would like to say a few words in reference
to one of the most important provisions
contained ill the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech, namely, that which deals with
the appointment of a convention. I
have always supported that proposal, and
I would like to state here, briefly, the
reasons why. This Chamber-the Legislative Assembly of Victoria-has for years
endeavoured tf) carry out the will
of the people by bringing about a little
reformation in the conditions of our Parliament of Victoria, but we have been
blocked time after time. One measure
passed the Legislative Assembly nine
times before receiving the assent of
another Chamber.
Another Bill-the
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill-has been sent
I am
to ftnother Chamber six times.
convinced that this Chamber bas tried, as
far as any body of men could reasonably
be expected to try, to bring about reforms
in the direction of amending the Constitution, and the time has now arrived
when a firm and determined I3tep should
be taken to bring about all alteration in
our Constitution, so' as to bring another
Chamber into harmonv with the will of
the people of this State. The only way
that I see by which this can be done is to .
adopt the co"nvention proposal referred to
in the Lieutenant-Governol"s speech. Let
us try it, and if we fail, then no doubt
some one will rise to the occasion and devise some other means to carry out this
much needed reform, which the people
of this country have for so many years
desired, and to which they are justly en .
titled. It is my intention, so far as I
possibly can,· to support this Government
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or any Government in passing liberal and of non-thrifty persons in the country.
democratic measures, which will benefit Our Old-age Pensions Act is llot so full or
the people of this State.
complete as the provisions in the New
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I desire to say South Wales or New Zealand Acts. The
that I am not speaking as a captious critic Victorian Act is largely dependent up~n
of the Government, for there are several regulations adopted by the Governor in
important measures placed before honor- Council for its administration, whilst the
able members in theLieutenallt-Governor's provisions in New South 'Vales and New
speech, which I think may be claimed to Zealand appear in the form of sections in
be of a liberal character. 'Vhile I do not an Act of Parliament. The position
,vish to be altogether understood as not here is that 6d. shall be deducted for every
objecting to some of the administrative £10 of the net capital value of accumuacts of the Government, I think that their lated property owned by the applicant.
intentions are fair, and in the interests of This would compel any man who
the people. I would like to say that I am had prnperty of a oapital value of
glad to see at the head of the present Go- . £200 to be deprived of a pension.
Yel'l1ment a gentleman who, I am sure, There' are a number of men in Melbourne
will see that the factory legislation, so far and other parts of the State who have
as it has gone in the interests of the . property of that vaille, but who have no
workers of the country, will not be nullified means of living without mortgaging or
by certain action on the part of employers selling the property. I do not think it
of labour in the community. 'rhese remarks s~onld be the intention of any wise
apply notably to the woollen trade. The Government that a man should be composition there is that certain men were pelled to sell his property or dispose of
objected to by some employers of labour, his little earnings ill order to claim the
and were not allowed to sit on the wages pension. In New Zealand, the Act states
board in connexion with that trade, be- that the applicant shall not be entitled to
cause they were not actually employed in c.1aim the pension of 7s. per week if his
the woollen trade. These men were after- income amounts to £52 a year or upwards.
wards withdrawn, but when actual em- Honorable members will see that he is
ployes in woollen mills were placed on thus allowed £1 a week as' income. In
the board, the employers declined to addition to that, he is entitled to the penpermit them to have time to attend sion if the net capital value of his aocumuthe meetings of that body.
That lated property does not amount to £270.
is a position which must strike most In New South Wales we find that his
honorable members of this House as a income is not to amount to more than
reason why we should be very thankful £52 a year, and that the value of his
that the present Premier is in office-to accumulated property is not to amount to
see that no action on the part of any em- more than £390.
So that there is
ployer will be allowed to nullify the a vast difference.
The Victorian Act
intention of the Factories Act. I trust provides that the applicant may ollly postherefore, that the honorable gentleman sess property ofac::tpital value of £200,
will see that any unscrupulous employers and no other form of income is allowed.
will be compelled, by a process which can In New Zealand they give you c$270; in
be discovered yery easily, to either attend New South Wales £390,and in both
the meetings of the board, or abide places they allow you to have an income
by the decision of independent men of £1 a week before you are debarred
who will fix the rate of wages indepen- from the right to a pension.
It is
dent of the employers altogether. With essential in this matter to provide that
regard to the question of old-age pensions, those who have accumulated a, little
the honorable member for Castlern~ille wealth, barely sufficient to enable them to
(':\1:r. E.. D. 'VilJiams) made a statement live-a man cannot exist on £200 worth
which I sincerely hope, in the interests of property-should not be denied the
of the community, would not find right of a pension merely because
room in the brain of any right· think- they happen to have a home.
Our
jng man. The assertion that a man, be- legislation should be placed abreast of the
cause he had acculIJulated a little money, legislation in New Sonth Wales and New
should be dcprived'of his right to a pen- Zealand in regard to this particnlar subsion, was 011e which, if carried into effect, ject. The 7s. per week granted to penwould lead to the establishment of a class sionera in New Zealand is of more value
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to the bulk of the community in New drawing pensions at present, and almost
Zealand than the amount of lOs. per week the whole list has been completed. '1'0
provided fer uudel' the Victorian Act. In show the value of the pension to a man, I
analyzing the figures dealing with this know a case where a man received 8s. a
subject, honorable members will find that week. He had not a penny in the world,
in New Zealand the number of people and he is asthmatic and rheumatic. Out'
drawing the pension, according to the of the 8s. a week he paid for fourteen
Yecw-lJook last issued, is 11,285 out of a meals-two meals a day for seven days a
total population of 755,500. That would week at 4d. a meal-and paid 3s. a week
be equivalent to aLout 1 in 67, and for the room in which he Ii ved. That
they were drawing on the average about amouuts to 7s. 8d. a week in all, and it
6s. 9el. or 6s. 10d. per week, or left him 4d. a week to buy the preparanearly the statutory amount of 7s. vVe tion he used to relieve his asthma and to
fiud that in Victoria, where the amount keep him in clothes and everything else
of pension to be allowed may amonnt to that he wanted. 'Vhy did not that ~lAn
lOs. per ,veek, the average is slightly get lOs. a week 1 That was a case where
oV(,1" 7R.
The result is that we, it should have been paid. rrhis is not a
have practically forced ourselves down to single instance. If there has been one
the same amonnt as is provided for in case brought under my notice ill connexion
New Zealand, although our Act provides with the administration of this Act there
for the payment of a pension to the have been hundreds of them to prove
amount of lOs. pel' week. That is an thai magistrates h~ve been acting in
extraordinary position of a.ffairs, and it this way, and nearly unanimously apshows that the administration of the Vio- parently, so that it appears to me some intorian Act has l10t been governed from the structiollS must have been issued to them.
centre, as it should have been governed. The income of an applicant should be
vVithout wishing to impute motives to judged upon what may be the income
anyone, it would appear that the men for the year following
the day
entitled to these pensions have been beaten of the date of application.
The
down comiderably. There has been an magistrates in a number of instances
effort made to try to save money to the have not judged in that way at all. They
State by men who have expressed disap- have asked-" 'What did you earn last
proval of the Act, which Parliament has year 1" One man in North Mel bourne
merely called on them to administer. was in receipt of a pension of 7s. 6d. a
This can be. easily proved, as instanced by week, and his wife also received a pension
the fact that when certain people coming of the same amount. '1'he man went
out ofthe old homes nt Bairnsdale applied breaking stones, and his pension and that
to the magistrate for old-age pensions, of his wife were stopped. vVhen the
they were granted a pension of 7s. a attention of the Premier was called· to the
week each. They had not a stick of matter, 'the wife's pension was restored.
furniture, nor anything else, when they In the first place, the action in p~ying the
came out. They had nothing but the man only 7s. 6d. was utterly unjustifiable.
clothes they stood up in. These people He should have had the full amount of
were justly entitled to a pension of lOs. a the pension granted to him in the first
week, and the moment the telegram an- place to enable him to live. If a magistrate
nouncing the fact of their having received asks a man how much money he has got,
only 78. was seen in the newspaper, the he (the magistrate) should find out the
Premier should hcwe stepped in and made earning capacity of that money, and the
arrangemel'lts thllt lOs. per week~the difference between what it will earn and
amount provided for under the Act- the lOs. a week is the amount the man
should go to those people. Those old should receive as his pellsion. I say that
people were got out of the institution the form adopted for the administration
and were paid 7s. a week, but of the Act is a form that is destroying
apparently with the intention of forcing the efficacy of the Act in the interests of
them back into the institution, irrespec- the old people, and it is also having a
tive of the wishes of the people themselves. : reflex act~on on the Government.
If we paid pensions at the same rate as
Mr. McARTHUR. - Is the magistrate
they do in New Zealand we would have allowed to use his own discretion ~
17,364 people drawing them, or one in 67.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No,not when_
We have something like 16,000 people, he i~ ;:1,qrpipist,er!pgan Act of Parliament;
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he must administer the Act.. He must
keep as closely as possible to the letter of
the law.
An HO:(\TORABLE ME)fBER. -Suppose the
gentleman you referred to is living with a
son who is in a comfortable position, is
not the magistmte justified in reducing
the pem;ion on that account ~
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The magistrate bas no right under our Act, but if
the question comes up for consideration
before a magistrate to-day, and he has to
decide on the law in the case, he has
no option bnt to pay the lOs. a week.
I have a letter from one man who gets·
£4: a week. He has written me a full
statement of the position in connexion
with the matter, and I am satisfied that
if any 011e reads it he cannot but conclude
that no blame is attachable to this man.
He states that he has his own family to
support, and his brother's family as well.
He said to me-Ie I don't care what inquiry they make, I am perfectly justisfied
in my own conscienee that my mother is
doing an honomble thing in taking the
pensioll, and she, by so doing, has made
it po~sible for me to Ii ve with more comfort than before." The position in a
number of these cases is that people are
inclined to jump to conclusions without
acquainting themselves with the eircumstances. A case was brought under the
notice of the Premier where there were two
gentlemen in the community, one a
married man with several children, who is
recei Villg 7s. a day; the other a single
man, living with his mother and sister.
The latter is about 35 years old, and is engaged to be married. In consequence of
having his mother and sister to keep, he
has postponed the marriage for years.
His mother applies for a pension, and a
full statement of the case is put before
the magistrate. She recei ves the pension
from the magistrate on the. full knowledge of the facts. Somebody-one of
those individuals who peep for the purpose of gratifying personal' spite-compll\ins about the pension, and the pension
is stopped. The other brother said to
me-" My brother can spare nothing;
the pension has been stopped, because
they say the two of us are earning
money." Now, the girl to whom he was
el~gaged does not care about marrying
lum becA,use of the encllmbranees on him.
She said-Ie Probably I will be like this
man's mother in myoId age." That is
the position in connexion with' many of
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these cases. I say, further, I am one of
those who believe that tile old - age
pensions, to be perfectly justifiable, should
be payable to every man in the community over 65 years of age who desires
to claim it. That is the position we must
take up in connexion with the administration of t.he Act. The proper position, also,
to take up is that you must not examine
too closely into the antecedents of the
people who have to take the pension. If
the examination has to take place in the
manner hitherto adopted, then, in the
interests of just.ice and fair play, it should
be a public one instead of a private one.
Mr. BROWN.-Lots of people would not.
apply then.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-Nonsense. If
the examination were a public one, there
would be a number of people to-day getting the full pension, instead of half of it.
That would be the result.
Mr. KEAST.-You wanted it in private
last time the subject was discussed in the
House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - When the
Act was first introduced I· ·was under
that impression, but. I have gained experience. I do not vegetate like some
honorable members. I am making this
statement to-night to let the Premier
.know that there is a very strollg feeling
in the communitv about the administration of the Act. There are two classes in the
community interested in the old-age pensions scheme, namely, the old people who
apply for the pension, and a large body of
people whose hopes for the future are not
brightened by the present prospects of
employment., and who see nothing in front
of them later on but an old·age pension,
and are determined that the Act shall be
au ministered properly, and shall be a factor in this country. I have seen a great
number of cases in connexion with this
matter-some of them of a most pathetic
nature. I find that the IIe1'ald newspaper
has published more particulars of the
cases, and done more valuable work in
connexioll with the matter, than any newspaper we have. The whole of the circumstances of the cases could ha ye he en read
in that paper, and they went to show,
amongst other things, that the action of
the magist.rates should not be final, and
that there should be a method of appeal
that will Gost the applicant nothing. I
think an appeal is absolutely necessary,
and that it should be held in public, at all
events.
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An HONORABLE MEMBER.-To whom
\vonld you appeal?
.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-A court of
appeal can be created by the Premier.
There is power under the Act, and the
Premier cO'uld to-morrow, if he liked,
appoint a magistrate to hear appeals
privately or publicly. That is perfectly
within his power. To-morrow, the Executive Council could appoint a magistrate to
;heut· appeals from persons not satisfied
with the atpount they had received. I am
sure that would give more satisfaction to
the old people and their friends amongst
the general public than they are now
receiving. One old woman told me she
applied to a well-known magistrate in the
city who had granted her husband lOs. a
week, bnt that he would grant her noth·
ing. She said to him-" How am I going
to live next yead" He l'eplied-" Live as
yon lived last year." She said to me"If he only knew how I lived last 'year 1"
I can produce the statements to prove
these cases.
:Mr. BRo.m,Ey.-I have dozens of them,
too.
Mr. PRENDERGAS1\-There are many
people in the community who seem to be
broken-hearted as to how they are going to
get the revenue. They seem to profess a'
great deal of interest in the old - age
pensions. 1'hey remind me of Rockfeller, when interviewed by a man who
had a tale of misery to tell. Rockfeller said to his footman - " John,
go and throw this man out; he
is breaking my heart." 'Ve ought to insist that in all these cases the applicants
for pensions should be treated according
to their poverty and not according to the
peculiarity of any magistrate sittins on
the bench to-day. I am pointing this out
in the interests of the old people, hundreds of whom are waiting patiently for
the result of the deliberations of this
House. They wish to have their cases
reconsidered so that they may have the
possibility of living a happier life in
In one case brought
their last days.
under my notice, a man who had no means
applied, and got 9s. a week. It was in
Richmond, where there is a magistrate
who seems to be very fail', for all the old
people appear to want to go before him.
This man wrote to me and said-" Thank
God, I have got my pension; the balance
of my year:! \Vill be worth living." That
man was an old work-mate of mine. I felt
a thrill of satisfaction that one act of
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mine in the House had assisted to make
one human creature happier than before.
'Ve want to see the administrat.iou of the
Act made 50 fail' that everyone who finds
it necessary to apply for a. pension will
receive full justice, so that the last years
of their existence may be brigh t and
happy.
I have done with the old· age
pension q nestion, except to say that an
amendment of the Act in regard to naturalization, some what on the lines of the
New Zealand amendmen~ recently made,
is desirable.
.A. number of men who
are the backbone and muscle of
the community, who have not been
five years naturalized,· although they
may have been 50 yea.rs in the State, are
refused pensions. At its inaeption the
New Zealand Act provided for five years'
naturalization, but an amendment made
last year provides that one year's naturalization shall entitle them to claim the
pension. It would be a good thing to introduce the amendment into our Act.
Until the Federal Parliament deals with
the old-age pensions question, I think
some agreement should be made between
tIn States to provide for those men
who, though they have been more than
twenty years ill Australia, are disentitled
to claim the pension because of insufficient
residence in the States in which they now
live. The Premier has said that he did
not interfere with the magistrates in
their consideration of the applications.
'rhey have been interfered with, but that
interference has taken place ~n the part
of the Government to cut down the pensions or abrogate them. They have never
interfered to put the pension up to the
right amount.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have sent them back
to the magistrates repeatedly, and in a
number. of cases they increased the pension.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-In the case I
referred to, without sending it to the magistrate,the Premier decided to abrogate
the pension, but if it had gone before the
magistrate he would have continued the
pension. This is not a fair position to
take up. No interference should take
plaee at all, unless to increase the pensions, as well as to reduce or abrogate
them. Here is a letter I recei vedThe Treasury,
Melbourne, 26th March, 1901.
My Dear Sir,
'Vith reference to the accompanying letter
presented by you from Mr.
, asking
that the old-age pension granted to hinl may be
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increased, I beg to inform you that it rests sickness in their family. '1'hey had onl'y
solely with the police magistrate who dealt . got on their feet for about two years when
with the case to determine the amount to be
paid, and the Treasurer cannot in any way in-

terfere with the matter.

I am, my dear sir,
Yours faithfully,
H. 'V.
G. M. Prenderga.st, Esq., M.P.

MEAKIN.

Mr. PEACOCK.-I confess I have cancelled n um bel'S of pensions whell the
circumstances showed that the persons
were not entitled to them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - No pension
should be cancelled without sendillg the
matter back to the magistrates, the same as
is done when it has to be reconsidered for
an increase. The Premier may be able to
fully justify his position, but it is only
taken up on one side. Now, I want to
deal with a number of nnfortunate individuals. I mean the men who went up
to the Koo-wee-nlp swamp, and settled on
the land there. During the period that
this land was under cultivation in the first
instance it was continually sinking, until
in large areas several crops of stumps
were expotled.
Then again, many of
the settlers were the victims of fires,
which burnt the peaty soil down several
feet. These men for years lived the
lives of animals; they were living on
potatoes, onions-single vegetables; living
the hardest and most unnatural kind of
life. They were men with big hearts and
big families, and they went up there with
the determination to stop there. They
were faced by sickness in their families.
There was, indeed, a large percentage of
sickness as well as of deaths j but they
conquered all these adverse circumstances,
and were just getting a return from their
- land, when they were flooded out. Originally, the drainage of the swamp provided
for a certain bulk of water. Flood after
flood occurred, and these floods deepened
the main drains until they were enlarged to three or four times their
original capacity. But the difficulty was
not removed, and the last trial of the
drains shows that the work of the engineer, largely supplemented by the
efforts of nature, was not sufficient
to carry away flood waters, and the
whole of the settlers are now placed
in a worse posi tion than when they
went first on the land. Their fences
have been washed away j their crops, from
which they obtained their food, have been
destroyed, and they have had continned

the whole of their savings that they had
invested in the land were swept away j
the onions) the potatoes, and everything
was washed away. I do 110t want to
attribute any blame to any officer, but it
appears to me that a gross engineering
blunder has been made in connexion with
the swamp. I ask now that the Government will take steps to have an independent inquiry into the methods of drainage
to be adopted before we spend any more
money to be washed away like the goods of
the settlers. I ask that an independent il1~
vestigation shall take place in the interest
of the settlement, and to clear the engi~
neers if they are not responsible. Some of
the ellgineers have done splendid service
to the settlers, and I give them every
credit for it, but an inquiry is necessary,
especially to show whether it is possible to
secure permanent settlement on the
swarnp, and if there is any justification,
therefore, for spending more money on it.
If the iilVestigation shows that the swamp
cannot be made suitable for settlement,
then the settlers should be removed from
the land. Now, I come to Skillner-Mr.
. Skinner who employed all the" scabs" he
could get in the colony-because any man
who cnts wages down is fairly entitled to
be called a "scab." This individual· employed a number of men at two of the
festivities at the Commonwealth celebrations. I went to one of them in the
Exhibition-building, but that festivity
belongs to the Common wealth. I also
went to the review at Flemington, and I
saw a disgraceful dirty orgie on the
part of the waiters, who were running
about selling wine to the people whose
tickets had been paid for, and sometimes chiselling the people out of the
money by not giving them the wine,
and, at the same time, they served up
dirty scraps of food to people, for whose
enjoyment the country was paying through
the 11ose. '1'he Government paid 6s. 9d.
per head for the guests.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-SS. 3d. I
heard.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-6s. 9d. was the
lowest amount paid, and that was 6s. Sid.
too much. It included wine. I felt particularlyfor a number of ladies who went
to· the review and received treatment from
the people of Victoria that they should
never have ·received. They positively did
not get one bite or sup at the expense of
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the Government. 'Vhile this was going
on inside, where you could get nothing,
the caterer at his outside bars on the
course, was selling a good meal for about 2s.
The men were running right over the
public, and" throwing their scraps of grub
to their customers, wherever they provided any at. all. The place was beastly
dirty, and waiters were running about
with bottles sticking out of their pockets,
supplying the contents to those who paid
them best. 'Yherever you get cheap
labour it is nasty labour. There is scab
labour of that description all the world
over, and tho only reason why people
employ it is because it is greasy and
dirty and cheap. They put gloves on
when they shake hands with it, and see
that nobody is looking. Scab labour consists of men who are cutting other men
out of a chance of a billet, and possibly
ont of a chance of existence for the
purpose of get..ting a few shillings, no
matter what the conditions of the labour
may be.
.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I may inform the
honorable member that the accounts he is
alluding to have not been paid.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-An<l the man
will not receive a solitary penny if I can
help it. I am glad to say that a measuro
is promised in the Governor's speech for the
purpose of seeing that the people are provided with good beer. I want to say this
much-that I am a believer in good wholesome food and drink, and if you want to
make a 111an a teetotaller, and to let him
have a clear head and a cleat· understanding, the best possible thing to do for him
is to see that he does not get adulterated
liquor. I do not say that the liquor that
is on sale here is adulterated, and I do
not take sides with the people who say
that beer should be brewed wholly from
malt and hops, instead· of from certain
proportions of sugar as well. I 'do not
know much about t.his matter, except that
I have here a pamphlet which advertises
about 40 different substances used ill the
production of beer. One substance, for
instance, is for the purpose of producing a
head, and no doubt it does produce a
head-on the other fellow. One is for the
purpose of restoring sonr beer. It was
stated that if you use this substance yon
can mix your sour beer with fresh beer
and send it out, and the quality will
not be detected.
Another substance
is used, not because it is sugar, but" because it is some two or three hundred
oJ
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times sweeter than cane sugar. The
colour of the beer comes from the malt and
the hops; and if they cannot get the
Golour naturally, another substance is
used. No honest brewer can object to a
Bill which puts down adulteration, and
every brewer who opposes the Bill by
whioh adulteration is to be suppressed, is
doing something for the purpose of
putting money into his own pocket at the
expense of the health of the rest of the
community. 'Ye will have a Pure Reel'
Bill and a Pure Food Bill, and I think
that in place of the ordinary fine for contraventions of the Act the offender ought
to be sent to gaol, and a notification
ought to be put over his p'remises setting
forth the particulars of the punishment, so
that every custo,mer might know ill what
respect he had offended. That is done in
other parts of the world, and I see no
reason why it should not be done here. I
would like to say a few words in respect to
the change which bas been made in
connexion with the Houses of Parliament. It would be idle to blame tht::
Government for what has taken place in
this matter. A certain Act was passed
for their guidance, and ill accordance
with that Act, and with a desire to forward the interests of Victoria, the Government offered the choice of buildings to
the Federal Prime Minister, who, I am
sorry to say, availed himself of the choice
and selected the old buildings. "Without
being at aU churlish, I think it would
have been wiser for the Federal Government to have taken the Exhibition-building and to have permitted us to stop in
01.11' old premises.
I say that fot· this
reason-that we have 50 years' records
in the other Honse, which is a fire-proof
building, and to meet the llecessities of
the Victorian Parliament we had a library
built up replete with Victorian records,
some of which are priceless. 'Ye have
there a number of books which are useful
only to the Victorian Parliament, and we
have to leave them down there with a
Legislature which has no use for them,
and which has to commence to rnakc a.
history for itself and deal with presentday records ill the making of that history.
I say that it would have been wiser if the
Federal Parliament had made a selection
of this House; but it would have been
wiser sti1l if our State authorities had
forwarded the scheme for the construction of Parliament House instead
of wasting: money on these buildings.
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There is an uncompleted wing (}.own
there.
It is to be remembered that
the plans for the Houses of Parliament.,
as originally formulated, provided for the
use of what is called a clay or soft-brick.
mH~ to-day the brick is as hard as metal.
It is a moulded brick, not sun· dried, and
contains fused ironstone. If the Government had put up the wall in brick, perhaps in a few years~ when more money
was available, they could have carried ont
the rest of the work in stone facings, as
intended. This could have been done for
the same amount as has been expended on
the chambers which the State Parliament
llOW occupy. I assure the Speaker that
my observations are not made in any
spirit of churlishness; they are made
because I think it would have been more
in the interests of the State and the COlllmonwealth if the change had novel' taken
place. Another question to which I ·wish
to refer is that of Ministerial irresponsibility. In connexion with this, I desire
to say that the present Premier has been
selected Premier ,,'ithout the knowledge
of t.he House, and that he conducted the
business of the country without meeting
the House. I do not believe in the business of the country being left wholly at
the discretion aud in the power of the
Cabinet. We see the effeut of this state
of things in connexion with the City
Council, where much of the work has
been dOlle with the secrecy of closed doors
by committees, and this'" work has been
prejnclical to the City Council. Fortunanately that body has direct taxation, and
when matters go a certain length the
local authorities have to explain, and the
people get to know what they have to
pay. 1£ we had a system of direct taxation our Parliament would be culled together much oftener for the purpose of attending to the interests of the people,
instead of those interests being dealt with
in private. I shall certainly give the Government fair support 011 their programme,
and a support that, I hope, will satisfy
them.
I trust, however, they will only
go on with one·quarter of the measures
they have promised to submit to us, and
if they do that they will be looking after
the interests of the country.
. Mr. KEAST.-I rise with a great deal
of pleasure, first to congratulate the
Govel'llment on their splendid, liberal, and
progressive policy, and secondly to congratulate Mr. Peacock Oll his having risen
to the position of Premier of .this State.
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As an Australian, I may say that I feel
doubly proud of Mr. Peacock, and as 10llg
as that honorable gen tleman and his
Government will carry out measures which
I believe to be in the interests of this
country they will have my eal'l1est and
loyal support. There are a few matters
to which I wish to allude to-night, though
I do not intend to make a long speech.
I am pleased that the Government programme contains so much in connoxion with
the agricultural interests of this country.
As a farmer myself, and as a mail
connected with perhaps the largest business of its kind in Victoria, I have for
yearo:; thought that the Governments had
not paid that special attention to the
farmer to which he was entitled.
I find
that last year the prod uctions of Victoria
were of the value of £·26,000,000, and no
less than £19,500,000 of that was raised
from the agricultural, pastoral, and mining industries. This shows that nearly
the whole of our wealth comes from the
soiL 'Ve have always to remember that we
have to pay interest in goods, and not in
gold, and I would urge that we shonld, by
all means, give the agricultural interests
more Rtimulation. I agree with the
policy of the Minister of Agricnl ture in
sending Mr. Sinclair to represent the
Government in London, and I think it
:would also have been wise on the part of
the Government to have sent a representative to South Africa to open up
markets there for our Victorian produce.
It may be somewhat surprising to honorable members to know that in less than
twelve mouths we ha·ve exported to South
Africa products to the value of about
£1,000,000; and, if we can afford
to have a representative in London
for the purpose, principally, of dealing
with our butter exports, it ·is, snrely,
advisable that we should send somebody . to South Africa to open up
markets there for a great variety of
articles. There has been a good deal of
trouble in connexion with the shipping of
produce to South Africa, and some few
months ago a question was asked in this
House if it were not a fact that one agent
in Melbourne obtained the business in
connexion with the export of hay to that
country. I may say that I do not know·
one agent in Victoria dealing chiefly in
hay, who has not participated to some
extent in the trade with South Africa, and I
am satisfied that this business is being
evenly distributed all oyer the pluce. Jf
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the farmers are not getting a fair price for be greatly to the benefit of the producers.
their hay they are unfortunate, for the Personally, I haye nothing to complain of
people in Melbourne are losing a lot of in conuexion with the railways in regard
money through the higher price to which to capacity or otherwise, for I believe that
hay has advanced. I think it is highly the officers do their level best. But what
necessary that this House should take into are men to do if they have not the rollingconsideration the question of sending an stock? Another question dealt with in
agent to Sonth Africa, as the opening of the Governor's speech is the promised
thE) markets there would be most valua.ble reform in our educational system. Acand important to our agricultural industry. cording to the returns of the last
The policy should be to open up markets census, there were 12,000 truant chiland enable the producer to get his produce dren in Melbourne and suburbs, and
to market, for by' that means capital that this state of things should exist
would find profitable investment, and is a standing disgrace to Melboul'l1e and
labour find a proper OIJ tlet. The dairying the whole State. The greater number of
interest has certainly gone ahead by leaps these truants are in the slullls of Meland bounds, and there is not a farmer in bourne. I believe tbe number in those
Victoria who is not satisfied with the localities is gi\'en at about 7,000. If we
action of the Minister of Agriculture in wish to perfect a free and secular system
the direction of seeing that the dairying of education these people should be brought
industry gets fail' play in its export under the influence of our State schools. I
trade. I am not altogether satisfied with would ask the Minister of Public Instrucone item in the Government programme, tion to look into this question, anel see jf
and that is in regard to tolls, because I something cannot be done for those chilthink it is going back perhaps a hundred dren. I sec a Bill is to be brought in
years. In the district which I represent with regard to the coal industry. During
there are something like 750 market a recent visit to Newcastle I saw that a
gardeners who go to market three times a great industry exists in that place. The
week, and if they pay Is. each time they two things which are the mainstay of the
take their produce to market all their country are coal and iron. I am told that
receipts will be paid away in tolls. !intend there is a splendid iron-field in tbis State
to oppose this proposal tooth and nail. yet to be utilized, and there is allY
In regard to the rail ways, 1 think a very amount of coal if the Government would
splendid speech on this subject was only take the necessary action for
delivered by the honorable member for the purpose of developing the coal
Anglesey. This is a subject which I can mining industry. There iR any amount
speak somewhat feelingly upon, on of coal at Apollo Bay and Dean's
account of my being engaged in handling Marsh, where fields are orlly awaiting
so much produce. There is not the development. Rut when the Government
slightest doubt that. we must have were asked for assistance in those localities
more trucks and engines; and if the they refused it. I thillk it essential for
Government do not see that these neees- the welfare of the State that the coal
sities are obtained they "'ill be greatly to industry should be developed, and I hope
blame. 'Ve must have from 500 to 1,000 the 'Government will gi \'e some sLlbsidy
additional trucks and 50 superior engines. for the purpose of finding and opening
I am told that the pattern which the up the coal-fields in the St:1te. In my
department have . adopted is not one opinion, the policy laid c1m\'n by the
which will do for a heavy load, and that Government will tend to promote the
the best engine we could have in Victoria welfare of the whole nation. For it is
is the one known as the D pattern. one which will give a stimulus to producAny number of these D pattern engines tion, open up avenues of employment, and
are to be procured at the Phamix Foundry, place the natuml industries in a more
Ballarat, and I do not see why the rail- flourishing condition. There are almost
ways should not go on with the construc- unlimited markets for OLlr natural protion ~f these trucks and do other things ·ducts, and the pressing necessity of the
that are necessary for facilitating the moment is that action should be taken to
shipping of produce next season. This is develop them. 'Ve see what New Zealand
a very important matter, and one to which has done with her frozen ment, and Victoria
the G~vernment should give the earliest will have to do the same with her fruit,
attention, as it is a proyision which would her wheat, her butter, her wool, and her
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other produots, and the conntry will then
Dr. MALONEY.-I do not propose to
go ahead by leaps and bounds. It will not detain the House long, but it is six months
suffice that the present want in regard to since the adjourned meetil1g, and I regret
these matters should be attended to. that I could not persuade more than 27
""Vhat is llecessary is that our future re- members of this Chamber to recognise the
quirements in tl;e way of trade develop- necessity of Parliament meeting earlier.
ment should be provided for, so that as The Premier has been freely, but conrtedevelopments occur the facilities for deal- ously, tuld by the member for North Meling with it will be in existence.
On bourne, that he had been acting as
another point dealt with in the Lieutenant- Premier during a large portion of the
Governor's speech I would say thai the time without having met Parliament. If
trouble in the past has been that when a q uornm should be suffic.ient to carryon
this House has wanted reform the other the business of this House and to pass
House would have nothing to do with the mighty financial and rail way Estiit, and botween the two Houses the mates, surely a quorum should be suffination's interests have fallen to the cient to require a meeting of the House.
grouno. It was a case of parliamentary In the other place I haye seen the
pri vilegcs first and the nation's welfare business transacted with but thirteen
It is one thing to pre- members present, and one or two of those
afterwards.
sent a policy snch as may ~e concurred asleep. I know, Mr. Speaker, that he
in, but it is another thing to give effect to who occupies your position must somethat policy, and it must be difficult to do times be deaf and blind, and sOl.t1etimes
so unless Parliament is in entire sympathy - also he must be dumb. At times he must.
with the people. Parliament should be be blind to the state of the House unrespollsive to the will of the electors, in W his attentioll is called to the fact that
order to do the work of the people. The there are no more than twellty luembers
changes the Goverllment have outlined are present. But if twenty members are suffiin a liberal oirection, for they will give cient to carryon the business of this House,
greater po\yer to the voters, extend the I say that when that quorum of twenty was
suffrage by enfranchising adults, and pro- willing that the Honse iilhould meet, their
vide the machinery by which the difficul- request should have been responded to by
ties between the two Houses in the futnre acquiescence.
It seems to me absurd
can be adjusted. Both Houses will then that if one-half of the members desire
be servants of the State, and neither that Parliament should meet, khe Governor
will then set itself up in defiance of the in Council can determine otherwise.
Lt.-Col. HEAY.-1.'he f!onventioll will
l"ill of the people. In conclusion, let me,
as a new member, thank honorable mem- cure that.
bers fot, the attention they have given me.
Dr. MALONEY.--And the referendum
Before I sit down, however, I should like to too. It will also prevent the constant
pay a tribute of respect to onr late beloved fooling due to that cursed law of preceQueen. Her late Majesty was a most dence. On the question of old-age penillustrious woman, the most illustrious sions I can quite indorse every word
woman, perhaps, who eyer sat on the uttered by the rnem bel' for N ortll Melthrone of Great Britain. We can con- bourne. I have had some unfortunate
template her life with admiration and experience in seeing how the old people
respect in the various stages through are treated, and there is no doubt that
which it passed. At no period of her ex- instructions have been sent out with the
istence did she ever omit to make her duty intention of making it as disagreeable as
her first consideration. Her sympathies possible to obtain what this Parliament,
were always with her soldiers, whether on backed up by opinion outside, decided
the burning fields of South Africa or in should be given as a right to old
It was inEgypt, or e1sewhere. The memory of and necessitous people.
this good Queen is deep down in the tended that anyone who was 65 years
hearts of the people, and that memory will of age, who had fulfilled the condilive.
In future times, when people tions a,s to the period of residence, and
ask who was Queen Victoria,the answer who was without property, should have a
I do not wish
will be that she was the most illustrious, right to the pension.
the purest, and the noblest woman who to be understood as saying that all
ever sat on the throne of Great Britain the gentlemen who carried out the,
law were unkind, ~ut some were not,
and Ireland.
Mr. Keast.
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ouly unkind, but unjust. I want to give
one instance. An old man and an old
woman obtained a pension of 7s. 6d. eacQ.
1'hey had been very hard workers, and
had been close upon 40 years in the
colony. The old man thought he would
add to this 15s., and he obtained work at
stone-breaking for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of ""Vorks, earning
about 41:;. in nine and a half weeks. rrhen
up rises somebody and says-" You shall
not have the pension." Supposing the olel
man was wrong in earnillg this money,
and that it WHS right that his pension
should be taken away, yet according to
what; scale of justice did the man act who
robbed the old woman of her pension ~
For that was done. The pension was
taken from both the old man and the old
woman. ""Vas that the intention of Parliament when it passed this measure, and
was that the intention of the great body
of pnblic opiniou when it supported the
Legislature in its action? Certainly not..
I wrote to the Premier and asked him to
put the case tohimselF, as I always put
~hese cases to myself.
I asked him
to imagine that this old woman
was his mother. An answer came
that all this had been done through a
mistake, and that the old lady should not
have been deprived of her pension. But
"'hat punishment are YOIl going to mete
out to those who made the mistake, and
who visited misery and neglect on that
old woman ? Nothing is done. If a man
makes a mistake of that kind his abilities
cannoh be _such as to justify hin} in holding the position any longer. I will instance another case. rrhere was a man
,,,hose property was said to be valued
at £150, and at the desire of the magistrates he went to the expense of having
this property assessed by a proper valuator.
rrhat man's property was valued at £89,
but he is punished by being put to the
€xl)ense of one guinea for the valuation.
He has not the money, but the valuator
is kind enough to wait. That is wbat
the magistrates do at the present time.
In calling attention to matters of this
kind the He?'ald towers high above the
other papers; for it tries to right the
wrongs that the others have made.
An HONORABLE ME~fBER.-W·e should
get it made a morning paper.
. Dr. MALONEY.-If that were done
iii' could count. on me as a life-long
subscriber. In reference to the settlers
at Buuyip and Koo-wee-rnp, I mnst
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say-cand anyone who knows the circumstances will agree with me-that those
people have carried on a brave fight. The
various Governments that have succeeded
one another have done but scant justice
-possibly through looking after officeto these bra,ve little communities.
It is
time, hQlwever, that the matter was settled
definitely, and if the engineers in the
Public 'Yorks department are incapable
of carrying out the requisite drainage
works, the task- of doing that should be
given to engineers outside; and if these
outside engineers should succeed, I think
they ought to draw the large salaries that
some incompetent men in the publio
service have been drawing too long. The
Railways Standing Committee saved close
on two millions of money on what the
expenditure for rail way construction would
have been if the rail ways had been built
under the old system, and the work let
out' on contract.
Some similar means
should be devised of dealing with the
estimates of these other engineers, and I
am perfectly certain that we should then
have much better estimates. I can
indorse the remark of the honorable
member for Melbourne North with regard
to Mr. Skinner. I havenever had any difference with him, and h@ always looks after
me when he catches sight of me. I was
astonished and angry on the day of the
review, that ladies who had been invited
by the Govemment to be present there
should have been treated in the way in
which I saw them treated at the racecourse. If I had not myself become a
waiter for the time being, and insisted on
getting something, several ladies w hoin I
knew would not have got a single bit to eat.
An idea was suggested by some one that
we should take to breaking plates,
and I found it answered its purpose.
I plead guil ty to having broken three
plates.
I wanted to get some refreshments for some ladies who were with
me. I threw the plates down to attract
attention, and ad vised other people to do
the same. Then I threatened a valuable
jug. My example was followed by another
Member of Parliament, whom I will not
mention by name. I told a waiter I would
keep on until he was ready to serve me.
Then at last I was attended to. I even
got the length of an interview with the
great Skinner himself, when I went
behind to get something for the ladies
I have mentioned.
He said-"What
do you want ~ You must not come here."
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I told him I would not leave until I was
supplied. Tholl he gave me the best he
had. Speaking in all seriousness, there is
something wrong when the same caterer
can supply a good meal outside for 28.,
while the invited guests of the country
are treated with contempt.
Mr. BENNE1"l'.-YOll forgot to mention
that people could not get champagne
for 2s.
Mr. BILLSON.- There were lots of
ladies who could not get even a cup of
tea.
Dr. MALONEY.-If the champagne
were included in the price charged, of
course I must own that if one could get
plenty of it, even by bribing the waiters,
for that is what it comes to, certainly the
sum charged does look less in comparison
with the 2s. charged for a meal outside.
The honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Bennett) will agree that quite sufficient
was paid to provide a good meal, and that
ladies and gentlemen who were invited to
the celebration~ should not have been
treated as they were. I dare say members
desire that the Federal Parliament shall
stay in Melbourne as long as possible,
perhaps for 25 years. The AttorneyGeneral of the late Government gave a
distinct promise that before anything was
definitely done with regard to providing
accommodation for them this House would
be consulted. That promise, I consider, was
binding on the Ministry that succeeded, and
should have been carried out. I am not
going to blame the Government, because
from their point of view it may not ha.ve
beenconvellient to call Parliament together,
but 1 consider that faith was broken with
the House in that we were llot consulted.
Had we desired, there is plenty of room in
Parliament House, and we could have given
the Federal Parliament three days a week
and taken three days ourselves, or starting
early ill the morning we could have
finished by 2 o'clock, and let them
. have from 3 o'clock till the following
morning. That would have beell a
sensible way of settling the matter, and
would have. saved a great amount ofmoney which has been spent here.
The honorable member who preceded me
spoke about exported produce, and while
agreeing with what he said, I think the
Government should devise some method
whereby the people of Victoria could buy
butter at the price at which it is sold in
London. III hard times, such as the present, we are paying more for. butter in

Victoria than is paid at home. 1'here is
an old adage that charity begins at home.
I do not want to lessen our exports, otherwise I should not have voted for the bonus,
but the Government could provide storage
and store the butter when it is cheap,
so that they could supply it to the citizens
as cheaply as it is sold in the old country.
I merely throw this out as a suggestion.
·While speaking of this, considering the
high price of meat, the large army of unemployed, and the trouble and expense of
carrying on homes, I think the Government might bring a little pressure to bear
on the Federal Cabinet to induce it to do
away with the stock tax. To me the
most remarkable thing in the speech is
the announcement that we are going
back to the barbarism of tolls. No
European country that has abolished
them has ever introduced them again.
The London County Council has
spent £26,000 to give free ferries
If the Govern-·
across the Thames.
tnent had one grain of wisdom,
they would see the . folly of introducing this measure. \Vhen it comes to a
di vision, as it certainly will, they will
force me to go into opposition. I do not
knmv who has been" pulling their leg" to
induce them to introduce such a relic of
barbarism. And then to speak of "foreign"
traffic! A Victorian ooming from Collingwood to Fitzroy will be a foreigner.
The Government are surely not serious ill
.the matter.
Mr. Bn,LsoN.-It is optional for the
councils 'to leave it alone, if they do not
want it.
Dr. MALONEY.-Many things are optional. It is optional to the honorable
member to live. I say it is barbarous,
and an absurdity, and that the House will
never accept it.
Mr. BILLsoN.-Local option.
Dr. MALONEY.-I cannot see the
application, and I do not think many
honorable members will agree with the
interJector. Coming to the question of the
unemployed, I believe the only way to do
away with the difficulty is to get good land
to plant these poor fellows on. 'rhey are
tired of meeting day after day. Anyone
who sees them will own that they are the
stamp of men who will give the lie to
those who say that they go about and
never want work. If any member of the
House quostions this, I ask him to. go. and
see them, as many merchants of the city
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have done at different times in the past.
Judge them by yourselves, and than say
if you think they are the men they are represented to be. They have the right to
live, and, in order to live, thE::y demand
from the Govermnent the right to work.
Some people say that it is Hot a duty
of Government to' find work for its
people, but if Government is not a state
of society that is to be used for the
benefit of the race, I do not know what it
is. One of the few great stategmen that
we have produced under the Southern
Cross - John Ballance - initiated the
policy which has placed New Zealand in
such a splendid position. A gentleman
who is one of the directors of one of the
largest insurance companies here, and who
was a conservative in the strictest sense of
the word, assured me that after a long'
trip through New Zealand he had changed
his opinion concerning labour legislation.
He said New Zealand had shown him a
colony happier than any place in which
he had ever been, and there was no place
in the British Empire where he had not
been. This struck me very forcibly, because we know that New Zealand at the
present moment has the most advanced
social legislation ever put upon a statutebook i'n the British Empire. rrhat legislation has been initiated and carried to
success in that colony, and we need not
be afraid of it here. 1£ the Government
will resume the large estates and break
them up, they can plant the unemployed
on them. I say, without fear of contradiction, that when Sir James Patterson
was leader of this House he broke the
back of the most terrible unemployed
agitation we have had here by planting
the men on the land. This House, however, was not wise enough to give them
good land to settle upon, or to pass'
legislation ,that wonld have given the
country the right to resume land on terms
which were fail' and equitable to the owner.
I would ask the Government to copy the
land leg'islation of New Zealand, which
enables the Government .to take good land
and settle the people upon it. That wonld
remove the unemployed evil for ever.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-I think it a matter
for congratulation that the honorable
member for Melbourne West mentioned
the fact that this House was nO.t in session
for some time when there would seem to
have been sufficient reasons why it might
have been in session. I would like to
take the opportunity of saying that, in
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my opinion-and I believe I voice the
opinions of some other honorable members of this House-the occasion of the
death of Her late Majesty the Queen
was a fitting occasion for the summoning
of Parliament. As honorable members
know, in the old country Parliament
assembles as a matter of course on such
an occasion. We are not constitutionally
bound to take that course, but I hold
very strongly that it would have been a
more fitting course for the Government of
the day to have called Parliament together,
and enabled us at the time to express such
condolenee as was suitable for the Parliament of this loyal State. "Ve have in the
forefrnnt of the Governor's speech the.
promise of the long expected convention.
I look to that convention to remedy some
of the inconveniences which the honorable
member for Melbourne 'Vest has just
spoken of. If the cOllvention does the
work that we expect of it., it will provide
that the Parliament shall have control of
its own movements, and that they shall
not be controlled by the Ministry of the
day. That is just one of the reforms
incidental to alterations in our Constitution which will naturally suggest itself
to the rninds of those who say that if
reform pe entered upon it ought to be
effective and complete. "Ve do not want
to make reforms by instalments, as has
been suggested by those opposed to the
convention, but we should make them
c,)mplete and have done with them, so as
to get our legislative machine into work~
iug order.
Mr. Sl'ANLEY.-Is it possible to do it 1
Lt.-Col. REAY.-It is possible for the
cOllvention to frame a Constitution.
That Constitution would have to come
before the two Houses of the Victorian
Parliament for discussion, as the speech
says, for amendment if necessary. At
some stage the Houses of Parliament
will have to agree to whatever draft
they think ought ultimately to be
made the Constitution of this State.
To begin with, the convention would
give us the opportunity of discussing
withont regard to interests, and without regard to the individuals who
may be concerned in what is done,
the principles upon which the new Constitution should, in our opinion, be based.
Therefore there is nn advantage in getting.
a body which would consider the question, .
amongst others, of who should control
the meetings of Parliament.
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That makes ~strongly for the view presented by the honorable member for Melbourne VVest that this House should not
have been kept so long in recess. W"ith
regard to t.h~ question of old-age pensions,
I want to Jom in the protest made by the
honorable member for Melbourne North
and repeated by the· honorable membe;
for Melbourne Vvest, on the subject of the
administration in connexion with the
payments made under the Act. My protest is based entirelv upon this around : rl'h e Act passed by
" this House
0
is one
which contemplates the payment of an
amount of lOs. per week as pension.
There can be no doubt about that, because
honorable mem bel'S will remember there
was some controversy on the subject.
'Vhen the Government introduced the
Bill provision was made for the payment
of 7s. per week.
I had the honour to
put some facts and figures before honm·able members during the course of
the discussion at that time, as to what a
man could do on 7s. a week, and the
then Premier (the Right Honorable Sir
George Turner) expressed himself as oonvinced that a man could not live on 7s.
per week. Under the circumstances the
amount was then increased to lOs. The
clear intention was that a man who was
eligible for a pension was to have lOs.
per week. The objection which I make
at this stage to what has been done is not
With regard to the question of woman sufa reflection on the Government of the
frage! it was an llndoubted fact that for the
day. I give the Government, and
sixth time t.his House, as representing th~ country-claiming no prerogative for itself, but
especially the head of the Government,
merely as being the representative of the great
all possible credit for his labours in
body of the electors of the couutry-thii:l
connexion with the Act, but I do say
House, the popular Chamber, had passed that
that the administration has disclosed that
measure, and for the sixth time, without effect.
He (Mr. Isaacs) would say distinctly that this
the Act has been dependent upon the pecuwas a matter which the country was looking
liarities of the gentlemen who have been
upon with anxiety-anxiety to a large extent
callp.d on to determine \V ho shall and who
with regard to the question of woman suffrage, but to a still greater extent with regard . shall not have pensions, and what amount
to the constitutional aspect of the case; and
they shall be given. Those peculiarities
the Government would, at an early date, conhave been such as have led to n, different
sider carefully the proper thi~g to do.
state of things in different places. An
I presume they have been considering applicant, say at South Melbourne, would
e\'er since. "Ve have not, up to the be granted the full amount of lOs. per
present, had any announcement of the week, while an applicant at North Melresult of that consideration. 'Ve were bourne, under the same set of. circumtold that the matter was to be considered, stances, would only get 7s. per week.
Mr. MUHRAy,-In some cases the appliand that there was to be some policy, I
presume,developed, as to what the attitude cant would get nothing at all.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-Ill some cases he
towards the other Chamber should be. I
am here now to protest against (;1Ie virtual would not pe given any pension at all.
. promise made by that gentleman not I am perfectly aware, as the honorable
being fulfilled. The difficulty is that he mem ber for W arrnam bool has said, that
is llQ longer responsible to this Honse. there are cases ill which the pension has
\Ve ca.nnot call him personally to account. been absoluteJy refused, where, in my
, Mr. TouTcHER.-Would not that mean
the abolition of responsible government ~
'Lt.-Col. REAY.-To say that the
House Flhould control its own movements? It ,,,,ould rather make responsible government more keenly felt by
those occupying the Government benches.
There is one important matter omitted
from the Lieutenant-Governor's speech.
Nothing is said about women's suffrage.
I would remind honora.ble members tha.t
we left that question at the end of
last session in a very remarkable
condition. 'Ve had the sixth rejection at
the hands of the Legislative Council of
the measure passed by this House.
And you will recollect, sir, as honorable members no donbt will recollect,
that in the closing hours of the .last
session of Parliament, some objection
was taken to our then closing the
s"ession without some assurance from
the Government as to the attitude they
proposed to take in reference to what had
been done by the Legislative Council, for
the sixth time, with a measure passed by
this Honse. "Ve had an aSSUl'ance from
the then Attorney-General (:Mr. Isaac A.
Isaacs), who on that oer.asioll was acting
as leader of the House, in the absence of
the Right Honorable the late Premier (Sir
George rrurner). He said-I am quoting
now from IIansal'd-

Acld?'ess in Reply to the

[19

JUNE,

judgment, there was every reason for
granting the fun amount. It does appear
a very remarkable position that the
·men to whom this administr4tive work
has been given have not succeeded in
administering an Act of Pa.rliament,
and certain regulations made under it,
in such a way as to apply throughout the length and breadth of Victoria
in s9me~hil'lg like a uniform fashion.
'fhey have not been so applied, and
the result has been that we have done an
injustice to some poor people in this
State.
They have been practically
swindled out of Is. 6d. or 2s. 6d. a week,
or whatever the amonnt may be short of
what they onght to have got. I have
drawn the attention of the Premier to
one or two cases, and he has given theni
a great amount of attention; but, unfortunately it has not been effective. 'rhe
magistrates cO~lld not find any reason for
altering their remarkable deeisions. Orle
particular.case which I brought under the
notice of the Premier showed that the
applicant had been incapacitated for some
considerable time. He was in such a condition that he was not able to sit down.
He had either to stand or to lie down,
·When he was compelled to stand he did
so with the aid of two sticks. He was injured while engaged in the railway
service. That man is incapacitated, and
held to be entitled to a pension.
He
has no property, no means of income,
no money - nothing but what he
stands up in.
That man was granted
a snm of 7s. per wec>k, 1 do not know,
nor can anyone discover, why that
man did not get the full amonnt of his
pension. I regard him as being cheated
out of his statutory rights. Honorable
members must feel a very proper indignation at the way in which the Old-age
Pensions Act has been carried onto I do
not want to prolong my remarks on this
subject, as I will have another opportunity of speaking when the Old-age
Pensions Bill is before the 'House, and of
discussing these matters in detail.
ln
regard to the question of the unemployed
of this State, I believe that we have as
Minister of Labour, in the Premier of the
day, the. right man. He is a l1Utl1 who
will do all he can ; but I do wish to
express at this stage the hope that
honorable members will accept the
invitation of the honorable member for
Melvourne ·West and seek information for themselves at firl!!t hand
Ses8sion
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as to what these unemployed men
really are. It is easy to take some
newspaper reading of the situation. It
is yery easy to accept the idea that the
unemployed cry is a cry without
any genuine meaning in it; but,
if hOllorable menl bel'S' wHI take the
trouble of going to the places where the
unemployed are to be found, and examining into the cases, they will find there an
amount of distress which otherwise· they
would 110t believe to have existed in thi8
city. The men desire to get an opportunity of making a living and, God knows,
there can be no more pathetic thing on
earth than the spectacle of a man who
wants to get an opportunity of earning·
bread for himself and his family, and
cannot obtain it. If honorable rHembers.
go and discover that these things exist,
then I am disposed to think that any
schemes which the Premier will be
induced to submit to this House in hi8
capacity as Minister of Labour will recei ve a very marked and cordial reception
at the hands of every honorable member.
Mr. RAMSAY.-I am sure it must be
very gratifying to t.he members of the
Ministry to find that the programme put
before the HOlise in the Lieutenatlt-Governor's speech has not received ad verse
criticism from members on the opposite
side of the Chamber. There are one 01'
two things which I thillk should receive
the urgent attention of the Government.
'N e have a progranune put
before us in the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech presented to us yesterday that will
evidently, from my short experience of parliamentary procedure, take at least considerably more than one session of Parliament to carry into effect.
Honorable
members have" justly exercised their right
in criticising one of the matters mentioned in the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech, and in connexion with which an
Act was passed during the last session of
this Parliament. I refer to the subject of
old~age pensions.
As far as the district
I have the honour to represent is concerned, I must confess that we are not so
favorably situated as the district repre
sen ted by the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. E. D. Williams), judging'
from the remarks made by that honorable member. I find that ill my district there are a numbe,r of applicants for this pension who have been
absolutely refused anything at all.
I
wonld like to mention one instance in
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particular of a man 75 years of age, who is
cal'l1ing absolutely nothing at the present
time. I have taken the trouble to make
some inquiries into his ca~e. He was em- .
ployed by the 'Villiamstown Council
breaking stones on the roads. One can
imagine the position of such a Ulan exposed
to weather such as we are experiencing
at present. Honorable members are feeling the effects of it even here, with a roof
over their heads. '-IVe are far from being
comfortable or warm. But let us imag-ine
the case of the man, 75 years of ;ge,
employed at the work I have referred to.
The conncil's records show that for a
pHiod of 30 weeks he earned the sum of
£9 7s. 4d.--or an average of 6s. 3d. a week!
For a considerable number of weeks he
earned nothing at all. He was refused a
pension. His case', I believe, has been
submitted to the Premier, but with what
result has not yet been ascertailled. I
trnst, howcver, that some of those cases,
ill which men were absolutely refused
u,uything at aJI, will receive his urgent
consideration. . In 'Villiamstown \"e are
not favored by having j \lstices administering this Act at all. 'Ye have a clerk
of courts, and, while conceding to him
that he is endeavouring to do his
duty, it is very evidel~t to me and to
a number of people that the idea is to cut
down these old-age pensiolls--that the
amount of money which shall be expended shall be as little as possible. There
should be more inquiry made into the
merits of the applicants. One case was
mentioned to me yesterday, and, if true, it
should be brought under the notice of the
Premier. It is a case where a man is
in receipt of a salary of over £300 per
annum from the Government, while his
wife's mother is receiving a pension of
7s. a week. I say that it is a scandal
that these people will not assist in
maintaining their relatives, and they
should be compelled to do so. I hope the
Honse will have an opportunity of
thoroughly discussing the subject on some
fnture occasion. rrhere arc several systems
in force in different parts of the world,
and from what I have read I am mther
favorably impressed with the Danish
system. I think a great mistake was
made in allowing 111ell and women who
were receiving shelter in the various
bellevolent institutions to leave those
institutions and receive a pension of lOs.
a week. rrhoy are a great deal worse
off outside these institutions, receiving
Mr. Ramsay.

the pension, than they would be in the
inst.itutions receiving shelter, warm clothing, and food and drink. 'Ve have seen
men and .women dying in some of the
country districts of cold and starvation,
because the !:!um of lOs. per week or the
lesser amount they received was not
sufficient to provide them with proper
means of subsistence, and to enable them
to keep body and soul together. 111quiries should be made into the various
systems of the world, and I have no
doubt we would profit by the example
of other places, and be able to pitt
upon our statute-book a law which would
be a credit to the people. I believe
tha.t if we took a referendum of the people
of Victoria to-lllorrow to ascertain their
feelings in the matter, the opinion expressed would be that those who have
borne the heat and burden of the day
should recei ve something now. that they
are unable to work for themselves. rrhere
is one other matter which struck me very
foroibly in connexion with the LieutenantGovernor's speech, and that is the question of technical instruction. I think the
Honse will agree that if we are going to
make Victoria what it should bo-one of
the chief manufactllring States of this
greatAustralian Common\yealth-then it is
necessary that we should follow ill the footsteps of the great manufacturing centres
of the world, and offer opportunities for
technical education to the men engaged in
the various tradeR. 1 have the pleasure
of being. a tradesman myself, having
served my time to the engineering trade.
It was not my privilege to have the opportunities that are even now afforded to lads
in that trade. What I acquired, alld
what other men at my time of
life had to learn: was obtaiuecl by
perseveraw:e and dint of hard work.
If you look to Germany-and we are
always laughing at Germany, and at goods
made in Germany.-yo'll will find that it
has an advanced system of technical education. If Victor{a is going to assume the
position that we intend she shall, it is
necessary that technical educatioll should
be pushed on at once. 'rVe have tried
many experiments in it, and have fonnd
them wanting. Passing on to .what the
honorable member for Anglesey said in
reference to pier accommodation, I am
pleased to know that steps are being taken
to provide extra pier accommodation. [
represent a district that is very much
interested in the export trade. Dlll'ing the
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last eighteen months the export or deepsea trade has assumed very large proportions. Every mem.ber knows what the
aspiration of the Harbor rrrust was. It
was simply to take everything up the
river to get it as near as possible to Melbourne. To a certain extent it is l'llore
economical to have certain goods discharged at the Melbourne wharfs handy
to the warehouses. But, when you come
to our export trade, it is a very different,
matter, and the necessity for proper pier
accommodation inthe Bay becomes evident.
"We find that these piers have been
neglected for many years. We have piera
down at Williamstown that were constructed 37 years ago, and have remained,
practically speaking, in the sa"me condition
as originally. Certainly, some months ago
they attempted to cut one of the wings
off the railway pier at vVilliamstown.
They removed the decking, and culL the
pilea down close to the water. At present
yon can see these piles cut down, so that
no vessel is able to berth near them. To
luake that pier a success it is necessary
that the recommendations made by Mr.
Mathieson, the late Commissioner of Railways, should be carried into effect at
once. We do not want to wait until next
year's grain is ripening in the field before
providing increased pier accommodation at
Williamstown, and Port Melbourne as
well. We want the piers widened, and
we want another set of rails put down.
It is necessary that we should have every
facility for loading vessels with despatch,
so that a large carrying steamer may be
loaded in four days, instead of taking ten,
twelve, aDd even fourteen days, as at
present. We have four sets of rails at
our pier. It is necessary to have t,wo sets
of rails in each case to shunt the trucks.
We find now that when the trucks are
shunted down the mils, there is no means
of geHing rid of the empty trucks.
'Vhat we want is another set of n,ils in
the centre. Another matter that requires
attention, and I trust will receive immediate attention, is an increase in the number of trncks, and in the engines for hauling them. There is another matter, and
that is the handling of grain in bulk,
which I see an honorable member has a
motion on the paper to deal with. I have
read the report of the late Railways Commissioner on the subject. It is a very
interesting report, but I think we Inight
forestall it to a certain extent. It wonld
be a good thing if we could induce the
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farmers to agree upon a system of weighing the wheat, and instead of sending it
down in bags to send it in bulk to be
placed in the elevator and thence shipped.
'Ve have vessels coming to this port 1l0W
carrying oil in bulk. It is stated that the
produce can be shipped in bulk without
any detriment whatever to it. If it is
agreed upon to do away with the bagging
system and to carry wheat in bulk, the
rail way authorities state that they are
prepared to have trucl{s ready before next;
season. I trust that some means will be
adopted so that we will not have the spectacle of from 750 to 1,000 trucks lying
at 'Villiamstown 1\'hilst the farmers and
wood merchants are crying out that they
cannot get tnwks. A saw-miller wrote
to me the other day to know if he could
get any trucks at 'Villiamstowll. The
high price that we are now paying for
firewood is no doubt closely associated
with this difficulty of obtaining trucks.
In his letter to me this saw-miller states-"
t.hat in previous years he had sent away
from his sidillg in the country 75 trucks'
pel' month on the average. 1'his year,
with the utmost pressure he could bring
to bear on the Railway department, he
had merely received t.welve trucks for onemonth. I tl'llst the Government will give
earnest attention to the matter of providing dock accOlmnodation at "\oVilliamstown,
for it is a great necessity at present. I
believe reports have been furnished for'
constl'-1cting a dock well np to modern
req uirements.
I brought this matterunder the notice of Parliament last
session. I trust now that a commencement will be made without delay." The
dock at. 'Villiamstown has earned more
during its existence, for the last 35 01' 3()'
years, than any dock in .A.ustralia~
During the last tell ITlonths the dock
dues alone amounted to £6,000, but
with an up-to-date dock we would
receive double that amount. It is not
merely the docking for cleansing purposes
that has to be considered, but the amount
of employment given for skilled labour in
repairing ships. In connexion with the
Mines Bill, I trust that a system of ventilation of mines will receive particular
"attention. I am not a mining expert, but
I know many men who have followed the
occupation, and had to give it up on account of ill-health induced by the want of
ventilation. Senne of these men reside in
my district, amI they inform me that it. is
very necessary, in the interests of miners
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find mining, that a proper and effectiVie . to do with the failu.re of the ·affair, but"
remedy should be found in this respect.. I think no Government should ever attempt to give a f'I'ee champaguB luncheon
I understood that we were going to pay a
bo.tlNS to anybody who could invent an
to 7,000 people. The thing is impossible.
efficient system of ventilation. Ro,w does It has nev'er 'been done in England, and
that matter stand at the present time 1 the Sydney people had the sense not to
Theloe are only t.wo other matters I wish endeavour tQ do such a thing.
Mr. PEACOCK. - 'We attempted too
to speak upon, namely, the inspection and
regulation of boilers. and scaffolding. much.
They are urgent matters. The inspec.~ion
Mr. BENNErr'r.-Amongst the many
of scaffolding is a Inatter that requires mistakes that were made-J do not say
earnest attention.
I
read recently it was done parposelY-'was to allow them
of a bricklayer working on a scaffold- to go out t.he;re thinking that ,they could
ing that fell to pieces.
He was pTe- sit down to a park lunch, wher.eas all that
{lipitated 20 feet and received serious was intended was that tne:re should be
injuries. The inspection and regulation a supply Qf sand wiches and pastry.
Mr.. MuRRAY.-\Vhy we're they not supof boilel's is a very necessary thing. vVe
require an explosion about every week to plied with that 1
Mr. BENN ErrT.-That was supplied,
bring home the importance of this matter
to honorable members. Any honorable and if the gentlemeLl out there had acted
member may find plenty of boilers rOllnd like gentlemen, many of the ladies who
Melbourne that have been made propeJ.'ly went without would have had that refreshand weighted, but with t.he weights ment. I lmow that it is an unpopular thing
shifted along, in some cases 6 or 7 inches, so to take up the position I am taking, but I
that a boiler passed to carry 50 lbs. am only defending a man who is not here
of steam is made to carry from 60 to 70 to defend himself, and ther.e are al ways
lbs. I
trust the Government will two sides to a question. If a caterer enreceive the support of honorable members. gages to supply so many hundreds
I can assure the Government that as long or thousands of people with refreshif at the last moment
as it pnts forward measures for the good of ments, and
the country at large it will have my hearty tbere are two-thirds more guests than
not
support. I am pleased to see Mr. Peacock were intencled, the caterer is
in the position of Premier, and if his to blame if circumsta.nces arise which lead
capacity for work ill the past is any gllid.e to dissatisfaction. I would refer also to
for the f.uture, I believe he will prove a another point in connexion with the same
capable leade-r of this Ronse. I hepe we matter.' In regard to the men who have
been. Tualigned by being called scabs, many
will get to business as soon as possihle,
alld place on the statute-book the laws of those men reside in my own district.
They are not scabs, and lean inform the
the country is asking for.
Mr. BENNETT.-I think it is only honorable member who described them
fajr that I should say something in d.e- as such tllat no waiter at the review
fence of an absent man. ,\Vith reference was paid less than £1 a. day. I can
to the catering of Mr. Skinner at Flem- also inform that honorable member that
ington, I am not going to say one word,
the wa.iters at the Exhibition were not
but there was a retnark made by Mr. paid less than 358. In reference to the
Pl'etlderg.ast that Mr. Skinner only em- old-age pensions, a pla-ce like Richmond,
whjch is inhabited. by a large nu:mber of
ployed "scabs." Some of the men referred to live in Richmond, and they arc workingm·en, has provided a fair .p.mporrespectable men.
If the labour members tio.nof pe0ple as applicants ::for those pencon~ider £1 a. day for a waiter is a "scab"
sions, and, so far as Richmond is cGlTIcerned,
rate, I don't know what wages are. Mr.
the gentlemen dealing with the cases dealt
Skinner did lJot pay any of the waiters with them in a fair manner. I would
less than £1 a day at Flemington: and at especially name the clerk of the court,
Murphy.
In one case the
the Exhibition ev~ry man got 35s. a day. Mr.
I think it is only a matter of justice to magistrates rehearcl
an
application
Mr. Skinner to say that. There \-vas a without troubling
the Chief Secreremark made that the people·could go to tary, .and in another ease, on extra
other parts of the ground and have a evidence being brought forward, the 'appligood dinner for 2s. Mr. Skinner did cants obtained something. I brought
Hot supply the dinners. I have nothing under .the notice of the Premier. a matter
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in :conuexion wi th 1the old-age pensions
which I think requires an alteration
in the details of the system. Some
alteration should be made so that the
U1ember~of a family can claim what is
justly due to them in case of the death of
a pensioner.
.Mr. PEACOCK.-I have altered it.
:Mr. BENNETT.-Thecase was this:
An old lady \V.as granted a pension. She
went up to the post"office to get her
money the next week. 1'he money, however, was not available. 1'he following
week also the money was not there, alid
unforbunately- dUTing the third week,
when she would have obtained the money,
the poor old lady died. The son with
whom she w.as living thonght that he
could claim the money, bnt it appears
that none of the relatives can claim it. I
think that is uufair.
The son had to
go to expel\l·se in connexion with the burial
and in other matters, while there ,,,as £8
clue to the old lady from the Government.
.Mr. PEACOCK.-I have called for a return of all those cases in order that they
may be paid.
Ou the motion of MJ.'.EWEN CAMEHON,
the debate was adjourned until the following day.
1'HE UNEMPLOYED.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the B:ouse do now adjourn.

Mr. BUOMLEY.-I rise to 'ask the
what steps the Government are
taking to find w.ork for the unemployed.
This is ~t very critical question, there
being a .great number of men who are
at present out of employment.. I believe thel1e are over 1,000 men who
I1re unemployed registered on tho Trades
Hall list, and I say that some de~nite
actioll ought to be taken by the Goverument to find work. I do not \mnt to
cavil at .tlw Government about what
they are doing. I have urged, as far as
lies in my POWCi', and other honorable
members have tried for the same object., to
have certain works which :are required to
be done carried out, bilt up to the present
I have not heard that t.his action has
-been taken in regard to .any of these
works, and the difficulty ·of the position
is growing from day to day immensely.
Nri.mbers of men are coming frOID all
parts of the country, finding their
way here jnto the city, as they
Pr~mie:r
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usually do in the winter, and it
is absolutely
nece~sary
that the
Gove1'nment should do s.omething to
find wQrk for these men who are ull'~ble to
secure private employment. I honestly and
really believe that th<il Government will
do whatever they possibly call, I may
say that I personally refrainecil from debating this question 011 the addl.ress in
reply to His Excellency the Lieu.tena.ntGovernor's speech, for .the purpose or
enabling the Government to proceed
with their business, aud get their Supply
Bill carried; becanse I believe .that this is
the only means whereby the Government
can carry out legitimate and effective work
on behalf of the unemployed. There are
many topics I should have liked to discuss
in eonnexion with the address in reply,
but I feel sure that opportunities for dealing with these questions will offer themselves I.:l.ter on when the various measures
come before the House. I would like to
ask the Premier whether any practical
steps are being taken to find employment for these peo.ple 1. I do not want to
harass 01' embarrass the Government if I
can possibly help it; but I feel that as
the winter is now on something must be
done. I am sure that the sympathy of the
Government is with the unemployed, and
that they will . do the best they can.
Cases are brought under the notice of
myself and other honorable members from
day today of men who. are without food,
and whose .families are starving; and it is
only right and fair that honorable. members 'whohave these representations made
to them should know what e:fforts the
Government are putting forth to Uleet
the position. I ask this in all kindliness
of the Pl1emiel', and I feel sure that he will
give to this House a full statement of
what the Govet'nment are prepared to do.
Mr. LANGDON.-I wish to direct
attention to the question of filil)g the
provincial newspapers. I went to inquire
for some of these papers in the parliamellta.ry library here, but only one
solitary paper had arrived. It is necessary that the country mem bel'S should
have these provincial papers, in order that
they may know what is going on in their
districts. I would urge that file& of these
papers be .provided.
rrh.e SPEAKER.-This is a Inatter on
w.hich I can reply to. the honorable member. I saw the Prime Minister some time
ago with regard to the magazines, ad.;.
vance copies of which we get monthly
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from one of the libraries in the city. He
did not want any change in regard to the
existing arrangement uuder which these
magazines are going to the other building;
and I have given instructions, in conjunction with the Premier, for the duplication
of the magazines, so that they may
come up here regularly on the arrival of
the mail. The newspapers which are
being filed in the other building, however,
do not concern the Federal Parliament so
much as they concern honorable members
of the State Parliament; and I shall see
that a room is set apart and properly
fitted up for these newspapers, in the
same way as was done in the other
House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I would cal]
attention to the matter on which the honorable member for Carlton has just spoken.
TheGovernmentLabollr Bureau declines to
issue rail way passes to the unemployed to
enable them to proceed up country unless
they have secured work. I think that
men who are desirolls of looking for work
in the country districts should not be debarred from the opportunity of getting
away. The method adopted by the Bureau
is not to give passes unless the employer
agrees to return the money, and the
men consequently have to show that
they have obtained employment. A little
more freedom should be allowed in the
issuing of the passes. One man who has a
large family, and one of whose children died
last week, came to me this morning stating
that he was absolutely without food. I
brought this case individually under the
notice of the Premier and the Bureau, and
immediately action was taken. Work
should be proceeded with on the Yarraroad, as men could be put on there and
so be enabled to earn a few shi1lillgs. In
cOllnexion with the Commonwealth celebrations, I would urge that all the members of the police force who did extra work
should receive pay equivalent to their
extra services. rrhey should not be dealt
with in a niggardly manner. There is, I
understand, au amount of money left over
form the sum origillallyvoted, and I think a
portion of that money may be paid to the
men who did the hard work and servcid
long hours. These men, I think, should.
be given a week's pay, in addition to the
two holidays. I press upon the Ministry
the necessity of immediately finding work
for the unemployed. Money spent now
will give more valuable assistallce than
money spent a couple of months later.
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Mr. O'NEILL. - I would ask the
Minister of Lands what action the Government contemplate with regard to filling
the position left vacant by the death
of Mr. Perrin, Conservator of Fot·ests. I
gather from the press that the Government appointed a committee, and it
appears that this committee have submitted their report to the Public Service
Board. The committee to which this
mutter was referred may be termed an
expert board, as the three gentlemen on
it were men of special capacity. It comprised Mr. 'Wheeler, lately a member of
this House; Mr. Howitt, and, I understaud, the Government Botanist from
It was thought
New South Wales.
that the Government would accept the
recommendation of a board of its own
choosing. I understand that they selected
Mr. Blackburn, the senior officer of the
Forest department-.-a. man of considerable
experience. That gentlema.n may not
possess all the requisite qualifications, but
he i~ a man who would 'discharge the
duties satisfactorily during the necessarily
limited time he would occnpy the position.
It appears that the Government have decided not to adopt that recommendation.
I will admit that this gentleman is beyond
the statutory age, hut the board ouly reeommended him for temporary appointment. Moreover, in not appointing him
the Government have not only done him
an injustice, but have interfered with
the course of promotion through the other
grades in the department. Mr. Blackburn
is' an old and trusted officer, with considerable experience in the duties which
he would be required to discharge, and I
would like to know what the Government
intend to do-.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Replying first to the
honorable member for Mandurang, with
regard to the appointment of a successor
to Mr. Perrin, I desire to say that the
position of affairs stands thus: The
Publ~c
Service Board appointed a
committee consisting of Mr. Howitt,
Mr. Wheeltlr (the late member for
Daylesford), and a New South Wales
official occupying a similar position to the
late Mr. Perrin's. This committee ad vised
the Public Service Board. 'Vhen the recommendation by the board of Mr. Blackburn came before the Cabinet., we
could not take the
respollsibility
of adopting it, because, first, Mr.
Blackburn is 62 years of age, and will
shortly have to retire; and secondly,
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because they gave as their reason that
the Board would have time to look round
for a younger man. W· e felt that· drastic.
changes will have to be made in the Forest
depart.lllent.
The illvestigations of the
Forest Commission and of members of the
Government showed that Mr. Blar-kburn
had been trained in the fiame school as
the late Conservator of Forests. 'Ve feel
that the position is so important that, in
filling it, we must Inake sneli an appointment as will command the confidence of
Parliament and the country.
Dr. MAL01'IEy.-It is one of the most
important in the State.
Mr. PEACOCK.-1Ye feel it would be
ull\vise aft.er the things that have taken
place in regard to forest conservation, to
neglect expert ad vice as to the trees
that are to be grown with ad vantage to
this State. In our State nurseries the
money has been absolutely squandered.
A large sum of money has been wasted,
and a number of treeR of no commercial
value whatever to the State have been
planted at tremendous exponse. Steps
shall be taken, so that when the appoint. ment is made, it shall give absolute
confidence to Parliament aud the people.
Mr. METHvEN.-\Vhat is the use of the
Pu blic Service Board ~
MI'. PEACOCK.-The Public Service
Boarclhave a responsibility cast upon them,
and the GovtJrnor in Council has a further
responsibility.
Mr. ME1'HVEN.-'''ipe the Board out
al together.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Tho honorable memher will see a reference in the speech to
a proposed change.
'rhe Govel'llment
haveappoillteda sub-committee, consisting
of the Minister of Lands, in whose department this appointmellt rests, the Minister
of Mines, who is a member of the Forest
Commission, and the Minister of Agricultnre. \Ye have deputed to them the duty
of going through all the applications, so
as to ad vise the Cabinet what is the best
thing to be dOlle in c0l111exioll with this
appoIntment. Referring to the question
asked by the h0110rable member for CarltOll, and supported b'y the honorable
mell1bl!r for :M.elboul'l1e North, I desire to
say I am not able to make any definite
announcement to-night with regard to
my ability to provide employment for
those who are known as the unemployed.
I have taken up the position that whereerer there is parliamentary authority-
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that is, any money passed in the Appropriation Act-we shall in our respective
departments call for tenders for works as
quickly and rapidly as possible. I cannot
take the responsibility of finding work
without feeling that I can afterwards
justify it in Pa'fliament, especially as Parliament is now sitting.
Mr. BROMLEy.-"Thy not do it by day
labour?
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have received a
report this evening from the InspectorGeneral of Public vVorks wit.h regard to the
carrying out of certain works, if the money
can be found. There are a number of
men out of work. In the painting trade
especially, the number is very great. The
Minister of Hailways is pushing on everything in connexion. with the construction
of the Mildura line. There is some little
hitch at the other end which, if not yet
overcome: we hope to have obviated in a
short time.
.
Mr. VALE.-'Vhat about the Pitfield
lille?
Mr. PEACOCK.-There are some difficulties with regard to that with which the
honor(1)le member is conversant. 'Vith
regard to the Mildura line-Mr . .METHvEN.-Block it altogether.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Parliament has authorized the line, and I am goillg on with
it. I am al ways pleased to do what I can for
those who are genuinely out of \York, and I
am sorry there are so many; but I will not
listen to those who are merely agitating
and leading fl. movement for the purpose of
causing trouble. It must be underst.ood
that whilst there are unemployed in Melbourne, they are also to be fonnd in other
parts of the State.
Mr. O'NEIT"T".·-The newspapers do not
say that..
Mr. PEACOCK.-I do not know what
the newsp9 pers say.
In my own constituency there are as many out of work
in proportion to population as there are
in the metropolitan area.
Dr. MALoxEY.-They have no landlord
to fear.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I am just as anxious
as the honorable members who pressed this
upon my notice to try and secure employment, and shall do everything I can ·consistent with my public duty, but I must be
perfectly satisfied that the money is available, and that the work can be properly
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justified here. I can assure the honorable
members who have spoken this evening
concerning the requests preferred to them
that my colleagnes and I have been doincr
ever~thing we could. It was very
pleasmg to me, as the head of the Government, to find that those who were sent
aw.ay to work at forest thinning are
domg such good work. The reports are
entirely favorable, alld the men have
w.ri~ten thanking the Government for provldmg t he work, and saying that they
thoroughly appreciate all that has been
done for them. They have proved that
they are really genuine workers who
will give a fair return to the State. I
promise that I will look into the matter
to-morrow and see what can be done.
\Vith regard to the extension of the Yarra
works, . I had a long interview with
the Inspector-General of Public vYorks.
There is an important matter connected
with that in regard to .th€ safety of the
railway bridge. Proposals would have to
be brought under the notice of Parliament
so that we could make absolutely certain
that everything was done to protect the
bridge. The greater portion of the money
spent would not be devoted to giving
work to labouring men, but in paying
for land that would have to be resumed.
I mention this incidentallv to show the
difficulties in Gonnexion with this matter.
'Vith regard to the question of passes,
I was absolutely unaware that such
action as has been mentioned had been
taken by the Labour Bureau. I shall
see the head of the branch. 'rhis officer
:JIr. 'Yhitehead, is as capable and sympa~
thet~c ill his administration as anyone can
pOSSIbly be. Orders will be given that a
pass shall be provided for any man who
desires it, so long as therejs a fair chance
of his getting some employment in the
country districts.
Mr. E'VEN CAMERON (Po1·tland).I wish to ask the Minister of Railways if
it is the custom to send hands for casual
employment in his department to country
distriots, and not employ local men ~
According to the statement of an honorable member, t.here is reported to be a
great deal of work in the country districts.
I have had connnunications from men
in my district wanting to know why they
are debarred from getting casual employment there, while other men are being
sent up from long distances. Is it the
custom of the Ra.ilway department to send
men these long distances to places where
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there are casual employes on the register, and so take the bread ont of their
.mouths?
Mr. V ALE.- It oft.en happens that
there are. men in the large country centres
who deSIre passes to other o'old-fields
:vhere they may get emploPnent. I~
IS a matter of great regret that we are
unable to obtain passes for these men
when ~.~ are told by the men that the;
are wIilmgly granted to workmen from
M~lbourne.
I consider that is scarcely
fa~r to those who, like myself, represent
large centres of population in the country
districts.
Mr. rrRENWITH.-As far as I am
aware, the rule with reference to the employment of people who are given work
in any country district is to allot it in
proportion to the number of persons
registered; that is to say, if there are ten
registered at the locality, and twenty
registered in town, and if fift·een are required, five will be taken from the locality
and ten from Melbourne. This rule may
not work out exactly in evel'y case, but it
is what we aim at doing. I would remind
honorable members from the country that,
after all, there is a very great distinctio~. between the ordinary unemployed m the country and the unemployed
in town. rrhe unemployed in the country
are nomadic, and come to town; and,
hence, 'v hen we send p'"eople from
Melbourne to the country it does not
necessarily follow that they' are townsmen.
They ·are very often lllen· who
earn their living for the most part in the
country. On the other hanOi, the man
who is out of work in the country is
frequently a man who has a home and
a local method of living.
Between the
necessities of these two. there is a very
marked difference indeed. I assnre the
honorable member that the endeavour
is made to relieve the distress ill proportion to its magnitude,. either in the
local district where the work is going on
or in the city. If there is real distress
in a locality, equal to that which, unfortunately, is continually existent in
Melbourne, we take a fair proportion of
local men for the work that is to be done.
Mr~ EWEN CAMERON (PoTtland).-My
ing niry was not with regard to nomadic
workers.
The motion was agreed to.
'rhe House adjourned, at a quarter
to eleven o'clock, until the foilowing day.
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admit that in times past many members
of this Chamber have shirked their duty,
Thursday, June 20, 1901.
that Ministers have been only too willing
to relegate the functions of this Chamber to
l'he SPEAKER took the chair at half- virtually irresponsible bodies, tbatalthough
we have come here to take part in the depast four o'clock p.m.
bates there has been a tendency to allow the
NEW MEMBERS.
Government, by Order in Council, to take
The SPEAKER announced that in such legislative action as they deem fit,
connexion with the election of a member and that it has been merely ~ question of
to serve in the Legislative Assembly for confidence in the Government as to whether
the electoral district of Benalla and Yar- that legislation has been accepted. There
rawonga, in the room of Mr. T. Kennedy, has been no attempt,so far to deoide what
he had received a telegraphic communica- are the State rights, and what are the
tion from the returning officer, notifying Commonwealth rights. There has been
that Mr. William Hall had been duly no attempt to indicate to ns what are our
elected j apd that, in connexion with exact powers or give us a fixed definition
the election of a metnber to serve in of our functions. I, myself, have not the
the Legislative Assembly for the electoral slightest idea of what our State revenue
district of Talbot and Avoca, in the room is likely to be, and I view the future with
of Mr. C. C. Salmon, the writ which he a certain amount of dread, simply from a.
issued bad been returned with an indorse~ lack of knowledge, that I have found it imment showing that Mr. George Mitchell possible to attain, as to what our charges
had been duly elected ..
in future )vill be, and also as to whether
Mr. Hall and Mr. Mitchell were then OUI' revenue will be sufficient to meet
introduced and sworn.
these chargel:1. vVe were ~old that, according to what is called the Braddon blot,
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. we were to get a certain percentage
of our revenue returned, but against
THIRD NIGHT'S DEBA1'E.
that, the Commonwealth Government
The debate(adjo~rned from the previous will make certain charges which, I take
day) was resumed on Mr. VV. H. '\Villiams' it for granted, we have no power to
motion for the adoption of an address in dispute,' There is nobody we can appeal
reply to the Lieutenant:Governor's speech. to against any charges or costs that may
Mr. VALE.--It is not my fault that I be imposed upon us and deducted from
am here to take part in this debate. If I our revenue. I admit that under federahad my own way I should have been in tion our expenditure will be somewhat
another and, perhaps, a better place. lessened, bnt our expenditure will still be
There is no telling what may happen to a enormous, It is, however, to be borne in
man in. Victoria, and I think we have mind that the total cost of our parliaplenty of illustrations of that statement mentary administration will scarcely be
in looking aronnd this chamber. I must 1 per cent. on the gross expenditure
confess that I am riot altogether pleased of, this country. There are fe,Y public
with the Lieutenant-Governor's speech or companies or financial institutions that,
with the tone of the debate. I t00k it for in proportion to the gross expenditure,
granted that the leaders of this Ohamber are managed at a smaller cost. As we all
would have given some indication of the know, we lose virtually 25 per cent. of
changes ·,,,hich have come upon liS by the the Customs revenue, and we also lose
establishment of tbe Commonwealth Go- the Postal revenue, which I suppose
vernment. So far as this State is' con- . will amount to ahout £600,000 a year.
cerned, we shall have to determine whether 'Ve shall, however, be charged with the
the State is to be governed by Parlia- amount that the Post-office will cost. For
ment, by the public service, 01' by the years I tried to find out what the actual
press. I have often felt very indignant, cost of the Postal department ha'S been~'
when statements have been made timeafter and no Government official and no Ministime by the press that those who are ter could ever give me the slightest idea
supposed to prese~ve the corporate as to what was the exact position in that
honour of this Chamber have lain quiet respect. Then again I would ask whether
uuder-charges for which. there is not the· the cost· of the defences so far as Victoria is
slightest foundation. I .am· prepared to cuncerned is to be limited to the £168,000
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that we have spent upon this department all Ollr rolling·stock, and spend millions of
in the past 1 I take it we shall have
money in carrying these alterations into
to pay a proportion of the increased ex- effect. I myself think, after our experience
penditure, and we do not know what will in the Parliament Honse at the top
be the amount that will be deducted from of Bourke-street, that we are scarcelv
the Customs revenue collected ill this likely to hand over the railways to th~
State. I see no indication in the p.ress, Federal Government, especially when
which is supposed to tell ns everything,
the rail ways will afford the only means
as to who is going to pay the cost of our of indirect taxation that will remain to
expenditure on public works in cOl1neXiOll us. Imagine our honorable friend the
with the Defence departmtmt, the Postal Treasurer coming down with a Budget and
department, and the ·department of Cus- saying that he requires another £200,000,
toms. These will be very heavy items, and and that he is pntting another shilling pel'
they have been increased in the past by in- bag on the railway rates for wheat and
discriminate vot.es. I shollld have liked the another penny in the shilling on all your
Ministry to give us some idea as to what passenger rates. To my l~ind, it is a
the cost of governing the State will be, matter of satisfaction that we haye kept
and as to what the prospects are of ob- the railways, which in time will afford us
taining an increased revenue. In one part a splendid means of imposing taxation.
of the chamber I hear demands for I hear a great deal abont the wheat traffic
£ 150, 000, and in another part of the and the troubles of the poor faj'mer. If
chrtmber I hear demands for 50 locomo- the Railway department afforded us proper
tives. rrhere are a ,rariety of other de- information on these subjects, I think it
mands, and I' cannot for111 the. slightest would be found that the amonnt received
idea as to where the money is to come for the carriage of firewood is in excess of
from. I can scarcely' imagine that we are t.he amount reeei ved for the carriage of
likely to inc1'tlase the' land tax; and as to wheat. Numbers of mi11es are nearly
the income tax, that is one of the heaviest crippled owing to the impossibility of prothat has been imposed in any country. curing firewood, the rail way trucks necesrrhen we are told that the local bodies are sary for that trade being in use for othl:H'
to l'ecf!ive subsidies. 'Where are these purposes. vVe have not only to consider
su bsidies to come from ~ vYe have no elas- our. position as a State as against the
tic Cnstorlls revenue, and it is not 'possible Federal Government, we have to carefully
to put another 6d. of excise ou tobacco, or watch the different departments, and insist
another 1d. on beer, or another 28. on that they adopt every means for deyelQping
People
whisky. Itis possible that tlH~re may-besome the resonrces of the country.
other sonroe of revenue unknown to me scarce1y realize how little in this respect
remaining under the control of the State. has been'dolle in times past. There is no
'We have been told that federation was to lack of men willing to advocate the
give us cheap money. Men have got on interests of the pOOl' farmer - as if the
the pb,tform, and told us that the whole farmer were the most . hardly dealt with
cost of the Federal Government wonld be man in the country. They forget that
saved to the varions States by the redu(}· this Chamber heretofore has given greater
tion which would be effected in the rate of consideration to the farming interest than
interest, as if the bond-holders would to any other interest in the State. 'fhey
saorifice the slightest percentage of interest forget that in the towns we have paid
when they knew that the Federal Govern- local rates to the extent of 28. and more
ment was prep~red to guarantee thesedebts. in the £1, and that there is scarcely a
I would like to know what savings are to farming district that pays more than
be made, and I would ask any member of . Is. Where we have been subsidized
this Cham bel' if he is prepared to hand during the last twenty years to the tune
over any further functions to the Federal of shillings, the farming districts have
Government. vVe are told in the public been subsidized to the extent of pounds.
press that the St.ates are going to hand Railways, without number, have been
over their railways to the Commonwealth, built for their convenience. Take even
that we must have a. uniform gauge the cost of educating our children. If
throughout Australia,. in order to snve the cost per head of educating the childfrom 2<1. to 6cl. pel' tOll in the cost of in- ren in the country districts had been no
terchmlging goods from one gauge to greater than the cost per head of educatanother, and that we should throw aside ing the children in the towns, the result
l1h. Vale.
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would have been a saving in salaries
and allowances in the Education department to the extent of £150,000
a year.
These facts should not be
forgotten when other interests ad vance
claims of consideration. When the farmer is afflicted with a drought everybody
is prepared to help him, and when he
asks for a remission of rates it is allowed
him. W·hen, however, the miners make
any claim, and when mining companies
have perhaps spent ten, twelve, or fourteen years in hard work and incurred expenditure to the extent of thousands of
pounds upon their properties, they receive
no consideration. 'rhe cry is-" Turn the
miners off; tum the company away." It
is not only in connexion with gold mining
that we have seen a disposition to treat
this great interest almost with contempt.
I should like to know what the Mines
department has done. towards developing
the coal-mining industry of Victoria. Had
there been men in that _department with
the slightest degree of· elementary geological knowledge, Victoria would not
now be in the position of having to import
in one day material which represents the
labour of 10,000 men; because every ton
of coal imported into Victoria represents
a day's work of one m!'ll1. 'rVe have
splendid coal in the lleighbourhood of
Co lac, and there are in that locality indications which, I think, would justify a.nybody with knowledge in assuming that
sooner or later we shall not only find
an abundance of coal in Victoria,
but also find that other source of
immense natural wealth - petroleuni.
The countries in which petroleum occu-rs
are not so numerous as many people
imagin~. For the last ten ot' twelve years
we have seen paragraphs in the newspapers evidently inspired by the Mines
department, telling us that the Government were going to arrange for the introduction of machinery for the purpose of
utilizing our immense deposits of brown
coal. It does not seem to be generally
known that brown coal to the extent of
nearly 50,000,000 tons a year is used in
Germany and Austria in tRe condition in
which it is raised from the mines, at a.
cost of less than 2s. per ton, the cost at
which it can be raised at present in Victoria. 'rhe essential factor for the development of the brown conI industry is
the provision of the meallS of transport.
The Mines department tell us of the enormous q nantities of coal that exist in remote

HWl.] Lieutenant-Gove1'Jio1"S Speech.

75

parts of the colony, but they do not tell
the people that there are deposits of lignite from St. Kilda to Mount Eliza, from
. Morningtoll to Mount Martha, and from
Newport to Bacchus Marsh. This brown
coal could be employed for every purpose
for which black coal is used, with but
two exceptions. It canno~ be used for
blast funlaces or for dri Vil;g locomotives.
The late Professor N ewbery told me that
he had a project for- the utilization of the
brown coal at N ~wport for the development of electricity, which would not
only light the city of Melbourne, but
.provide all the minor manufactories
with motive power at a much less cost
than the present cost of steam power.
These are facts that we shall have
We shall
to take into consideration.
have to pay attention to these matters,
as . owing to the faulty legislation of
the last two years, the time may come
when the Treasurer will have to
close his door.
The only thing that
saved the credit of the State after the
boo111 was the. power possessed by the
Treasurer to draw upon the trust funds.
It was of course far better that the Treasurer should be allowed to UI~e those
trust funds, than that the State should
have virtually declared itself ban.krupt.
If I might offer any ad vice to the Premier, it would be that, instead of continuing that indebtedness of the State
year after year: he should wipe it out by
placing it among our funded liabilities,
for I hold that the sooner the balance is
placed upon the funded loans of this
State, the better. vVith regard to the
Lielltenant-Governor's speech, it ocellI'S to
me as bearing a strong resemblance to the
Premier. There is a tremendoLls lot in
the beginning, but everything of value is
towards the latter end. We are told that
the authorities who have had control of the
Education department of this State in
times pi:l.st have blundered, that we are
now going to abolish the system of payment by results, and that we are going to
revert to the system adopted in England,
where au irresponsible StMe officer ca.n
deal with the teachers as he thinks fit, and
where the teachers have not the slightest
protectioll against the higher officers.
Why was the system of payment by
results introduced 1 It was introduced
forthe purpose of compelling the teacher
to train every youngster in his charge.
Under the old Lancastrian system in
vogue for many years in the mother
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country, at a cost of not one quarter of
the present system, 50 children mighil
be adequately trained, 25 chiIdren might
be indifferently trained, and 25 children
not trained at all. It was to meet the
case of these neglected children that we increased the staff and required that every
youngster should share in the advantages
of education.' Inspectors after all are
only human beings. I have heard teachers
say you must keep a good dog for one,
while for another you must have a good
roast turkey, if it is to be obtained. ,Vhere
a teacher neglected to follow this rule
cases of undoubted hardship arose and the
teachers were treated unj ustly and unfairly.
Far more oases of this description might
have occurred had the teachers not been
able to appeal to their results, and to show
that their work was diligently and Sllccessfully performed. I trust the day will neyer
come when we shall place the educational
system entirely under the control of ten or
twenty officials who have virtua.lly no responsibility, and against whom there would
be no right of appeal. N ow, I will tell
you one of the fads ad vocated by the press
of this country. It is technical education.
Weare told that the decadence of Eng'land arises from the neglect of technical
education. The people who say that are
disposed to shirk the recognition of the
results of a faulty fiscal policy, and they
assert that what has happened is due to the
lack of technical education. Mr. Mundella,
30 years ago, furnished the Imperial Parliament with full reports upon that ~uestion.
We have had technical education in this
State, and so far as COllCCl'lH:! Ballarat,
where it has been applied in respect to
mining, it hns been an undoubted success.\Ve have trained men- men of all classes
-who have attained wonderful results at
the cost of the country, and we are pre·
pared to train more. But when yon come
to what you call technical education, I
may say that they had a fair case at the
VVorking Men's institution. There they
had a shoemaker's class, and they had one
of the best men to' examine the students.
He inquired if there were any shoemakers
amongst them,· and found that there was
not one who was working at the trade.
The bulk of them went there just to
learn to sole and heel their own boots.
,Ve should follow the example of the
mother country, where technical 13chools
are used for training a.pprentices and
tradesmen, and where they do not
attempt to teach what should "be taught
Afr. Vale.

in the workshop. They teach them everything that can be taught them, and I Ray,
without fear of contradiction, that the
best designers in the textual mannfacturers.

of the world are men who

rec~ived,

not a

continental training, but an English
training. I am not going to say one
word against the extension of technieal
education, but I say we must be careful
that we do not let it run mad. '1'he
most successful. classes in the city
of Melbourne are the wool-sorters' classes.
They have some tangible results from
their teaching. I believe that short and
biting speeches should be the practice
in this Parliament, and in this regard it is
a matter of satisfaction to me that we
have lost some of the former members.
There is one matter I would like to speak
about before I sit down. I would like to
draw attention to the discrepancies shown
in the London n~al'kElt in the prices of our
secu'rities compared with those of New
Zealand. I a~ not prepared to admit that
our securities should have a lower value
in London than those of New Zealand.
Our welfare is just as great, and our
people are just as honest a& the people of
New Zealand. It is a matter that I am
unable to account for why there should be
this discrepancy, -unless it is that in the
time of trouble that carne to the empire,
Mr. Seddon, the Premier Ot New Zealand,
was the first man on the part of his colony
to respond; that he never stayed his
hand; and that contingent after contingent was. proffered and accepted. In this
direction we have played second fiddle,
and we are paying the cost. I would like
to.lmow why men who are willing to :fight
for the empire, and proffered their ser-·
vices, were not allowed to· go. Carmda
sent its hundreds and thousands of men,
and I find that Canada's fighting forces
are just as much soldiers of the empire as any, whether you call them
Tommy Atkinses, volunteers, or BadenPowell's police. We are now paying
the price individually, and I am sure
collectively. I sometimes imagine, too,.
that the fact that we played second fiddle
may be the reason those honours so greatly
coveted by some men were refused a few
weeks. ago to Victoria. Had our leading
men been more loyal; had they been
more willing' to assist the empire and to
show their love to it, that willingness
and love would have been reciprocated,
and those men would have received the
honours they were entitled to. I say
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emphaticaJly, that it wonld be L1l1·
wise on the part of this Parliament to
delegate its fUllctions to any body,
public or otherwise. Om' work must be
to obtain a thorough kno\\' ledge of the
details of evety branch of the service.
We have no idea of the great favoritism
that is displayed by men who arc doing
the work they should be' responsible for.
I have never been anxious to secnre 'any'
p05itioll for my;;elf. I am here to do
certain work, and that work is to obtain a
thorough know ledge of the details of the
State departments; to see that there is
ri~ favoritism to any special interest 01'
any special individual, and that we shall
govern. the country as it has been governed in times past without any recognition whatever of any sectarian claims.
vVe started the battle 0£ freedom
in Victoria with the determination
that no church, as a church, should
be recognised in any shape or form,
and depend upon it, if we make theslightest departure from that COllrse,
we will breed amongst us sonrces of
trouble which will cost possibly money
and life, and certainly be the cause of
great irritation. .1 trust the Government
will take a few words of warning from me.
However long they continue in office they
can al ways rely on the sllpport of men 011
both sides of the Honse for honest admini·
stration and legislation when carried on
without favour to any man or any denomi- .
nation .
. Mr. O'NEILL.-In addressing myself to
the question under debate, I do not know
whether I should congratulate or COlllm.iserate the Goverumeut. Jndgillg by
the length of the speech they are to be
congratulated on having performed an
Herculean task j they are also to be congratulated on the fact, as indicated in this
task, that they must have had an impres·
sion on their minds that they were going
to have a long tenure of the Treasury
benches. In this programme there is work
enough for more than the life of an ordinary Parliament. The Government arc to
be commiserated on the vagueness of mallY
of the items and the uncertainty of carrying them. Not,vithstanding the length of
the programme and the variety of subjects
ill it, there are two matters that should
have appeared on this occasion prominently
in that programme. One is as to the future
managQment of the railways. 'iVe have
no indication from the Lieutenant-Governor's speech as to the gentleman who.i8
Session 1901.-[7].
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to succeed Mr. Mathieson as Rail ways
Commissioner. Are the duties of' the
commissioner to be carried on on the
same lines as in the rjast, or are those
dnties to be elll'tailec1? From the inception of the' change from, poli tical to
departmental management I had my
doubts as to the wisdom of it. I thought
we had gone too far-from one extreme to
the other.
While I admit th~.t under
political patronage a great deal of injus·
tice may have been done, at the same
time we must recognise that the great
interests of the department should have
some Ministerial responsibility. 'Ve have
had the Minister of Railways on various
occasions shielding himself from res pOll.sib!lity behind the commissioner. There
may be matters that it is desirable to
keep remote from political influence, but
still by giving such great powers as the
Rail ways Commissioner now possesses to,
any persoll, whatever his ability may be,
is a dangerous mode to adopt. Under
political control, if an injustice is done
either to an individual or the community,
the administ,rator is responsible to' the
people, but under departmental influenc"J
the controlling head is shielded by ae
Act of P<.ll'liament, and therefore there
is . more
probability
of
inj llstice
being done through social or departmental influence than. there may
be by political influence.
While I
say that the Rail ways Commissioner
should have delegated to him powers so
far as the commercial working of the railways is concerned, I consider that the
commissioner to be appointed should be
a gentleman not llecessarily con vers<.1.nt
with all the technicalities of railway
management-he might be a mall who
could not discrimiuate between a locomotive and a tricycle-but he shoilld certainly be a man of business capacity, and
with a thorough commercial training.
Of course, the various' branches of the·
departments have, and should have"
their responsible heads versed in the
tetllll1icalities. In my own case, when I
felt an inj ustice had been done, I have
gone to the commissioner to represent
the matter, and I have gone with
fear and trembling, knowing that·
we Members of Parliament were looked
upon as second-rate messengers if we had
the temerity to advocate an advantage for or to complain of an injustice
being done to our districts. I look upon
the railways as a great State property, of
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which the taxpayers and Members of Parliament are the directors. The Minister
being the responsible head should be
responsible to Parliament, and Parliament to the people. Another matter
omitted from the programme-an omission I did not expect to be made by snch
a democratic Government-is the question
of women's franchise.
N ow that was
really an old war cry of our present Premier, and a great many of his colleagues.
DEArrH OF MR. ANDERSON, M.P.

M?·. Ande?'son, ill.P.

family, to his .constituency, and to us
here in Parliament. 'Vhilst he did not
claim to be an orator, he was one of
the most indefatigaule members that ever
sat in the Honse in his efforts to serve
his constituency, ::l.nd to relieve poot' and
sufrering humanity. It was a pleasure
to have known him, and to have been
associated with him. I feel that I am
but feebly expressing my grief, and the
grief of honorable members, at Ont' loss.
Twelve months ago he suffered a severe
loss in the death of his wife, and he told
me then that he never wonld forget the
extreme kindness shown to hinl by
his fellow members.
He leaves sorrowing children behind, and it will be
a great blow indeed to them to be deprived of his fatherly kinuness and goodness. I am snre that members will join
in the hope that his children may be able
to bear up under this very severe trial,
though the only consolation we can offer
them is our sincerest find most heartfelt
sympathy. I think it would be out of
place for IlS to continue our busiiless, and
that we should immediately adjonrn, as a
slight, a very slight, token of respect, to
show his £tlmily, his cOlli3tituency, and the
people of the State of Victoria how much
we deplore the loss of one who was so
closely associated with liS, and was so
generous to friend and foe. He 1ived his
life in such a. way that no oue can say Olle
hard word against him. I beg to move-

rrhe SPEAKER.-I am sorry to interrupt the honorable member, and I am very
sorry indeed of the cause.
I have just
received intimation of the death of our o,1d
friend, Mr. John Anderson, one of the
members for Melbourne East. He ,vas a
gentleman with whom I have been associated for the last 25 years or more,
during the time that he was a councillor
;n Collingwood, n.ud subsequently in the
city of Melbourne, and as a member of
this Honse.
He was a gentleman who
had a most humane and charitable
·disposition, was thQro~lghly outspoken,
thoroughly honest, thoroughly sincere,
and with the kindliest sympathies for the
poor. In him we have lost a worthy colleague in this House, and I am sure
honorable members will agree with me
when I say that Melbourne East has lost
in him a thoroughly honest and straightforward representati \·e.
Tha.t the House, at its rising, [Ldjourn until
Mr. PEACOCK.-On occasiolls like this four o'clock p.m. on Tuesday next.
it is very difficult for any member to express
Mr. }B.VINE.-I can hardly add allyhis feelings. rrhere is no member of this thing to the words uttered by YOlll'se1£
House who was associated with Mr. John ancl by the Pl'emiel' on this sad cccaAndersoll who did not respect him fo~' those sion. The Premier has stated that he
good qualities to which, sir, you have who hfts just passed from 0111' midst
so hand&omely alluded.
His relations was not a great orator, but that h.e poswith all members of the House ever since ses.secl qua.lities more valuable than gifts
his election for Melbourne East ha\'e of speech. I, like other honorable membeen of the most pleasant character. He bers who have been in this House for any
was very outspoken, and remarkably length of time, have come into frequent
generous to political friends and foes contact with Mr. John Anderson, and I
alike. To myself he has been particularly .can cordially indorse what has fallen from
kind ever since I have known him. He the Honorable the Premier. My personal
had shown me, as other members, innumer- relations with him were of the ln0St cordial
able acts of kindness, for which his and kindly' character. If persollally I
memory will al waYl:l remain green. The have seldom been on the same side of the
bews this morning of his seriolls condition House with him, yet I have always found
-came as a great shock to us all, for llone that he was a most generous man, willing
of us thought that his illness was so to show kindness on all possible occasions,
serious, or that it would have had a fatal and to assist me in any way he could. I
termination.
'Ve had all 1een hoping can only say, speaking on behalf of this
against hope that the Supreme Governor side of the House, that we all deplore the
of the Universe might sp~re him to his loss sustained by his death.
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Mr. BENT.-Perhaps you will permit
me, Mt', Speaker, as one of the trustees of
the Exhibition-buildings, to join in the
condolences at the death of Mr. John
An~erEon,
I am sure we, each and every
one of us, indorse the remarks made by
the Premier. He had been associated
with me for many years, and 1 can
indorse every word sai~ concernillg his
generous feelings towards members of
the House, his libera!ity t.o the poor, and
his devotion to his constituents. Only
last week be was considering the best
course that could be pursued for the
comfort of members in this building, and
how best to shelter them from the weather
we have experienced d nring the last few
days. I think I may say for Mr. Bennett,
and the other trustees of the Exhibition,
that we sincerely regret this sad erent,
and we· hope that his family will be
sllstained in their sad bereavement.
Mr. VY ARD E.-=-On behal'f of the labour
party, I have very great regret also
in having to support the motion. I may
state that although comparatively a young
member of the Honse, I am very deeply
touched at- the loss of our old friend,
which I am sure all the labour members
deeply deplore. On my coming into this
House as a stranger, to join honorable
members, he was one of those who from
the first went out of his Wety to'welcome
me, and one of the first to extend that
comtesy that young members look for and
highly value. Further tlum that I have
had many opportunities of meeting him
since first introduced to him, and I am
positi ve that so far as this section of the
House is concerned, we recognise his many'
valuable deeds of assistance to the aspiraticns of this party for the amelioration
of the· distress of the working classes.
No epita,ph is needed for the man who
does his duty according to the lights he
possesses. The abilities of the late respected member were ungrudgingly given
for the purpose of endeavouring to shape
the legislation of this country that prosperity might be assured to all classes of
the community.
Although it is not
given to all of us to attain to the
higher possibilities, I think 'everyone
recognises the honest effort and worthy
attempt to do the best that within us
lies, each man accJrding to his lights.
While regarding the personal worth and
charitable and kindly r disposition of the
late member, that he has striven as a
man to do his duty and has endeavoured
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to succonr the needy, I thiuk that in
parting from him we should all feel satisfied that he has gone to a reward which
was well and nobly earned ill his life-time.
Mr. SMI'l'H.-I should not like the
opportunity to go by without adding a
word to what has been said, although of
course I am not in any way able to meet
the occasion. Between the late member
and myself there was a friendship that
existed for many years of a very close
character. It may have appeared to some
honorable members-and we can easily
understand it ill' regard to one question at
least-that there would have been a very'
wide diversity of opinion between the
late member and myself, but even in
that public question it \vas not so. In
Mr. Anderson T had a close !:Jympathizel'
to a very great extent. I would that
I could say I, had recci ved the same
sympathy from everyone. Mr. Anderson
was a gentleman always ready with his
ad vice - he ad vised me, and his ad vice I
felt called upon to accept. It was good
advice. ' I know that he was considered
all round this House, flnd by mapy old
members who would like to be here now,
to be their friend also. As one of myoId
members for, Melbourne East I also
esteemed Mr. Anderson very highly, and
I know tha t his services were Gxtremely
valued by flll sections of the constilmency
he so well represented. I join in the
melancholy satisfaction of testifyil'lg with
other honorable memLers who have spoken
to 0111' late friend's worth. '
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at twenty-five
minutel'l past five o'clock, until 'l\lesday,
June 25.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Tuesday, June 25, 1901.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twenty8ix minutes to five o'clock p.m., alld read
the prayer.
LIBEL ON HIS MAJESTY THE KING.
The Hon. VY. H. EMBLING.-By leava
of the House I would ask the Sol icitol'General what action the Government propose to take in reference to the fonl and
scurrilous libel upon our most Gracious
King which has been published in the
oity of Melbourne during the last week ~
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Some honorable members may think
that this is a matter affecting only the
Legislative Assembly, but I say that it is
a matter affecting the whule Parliament
of Victoria. The whole Parliament of
Victoria has been dragged into the mire
by the action of one of its members, and
we, as a portion of that Parliament, have a
right to know what the Govel11ment propose to do in order that the honour of the
Parliament of Victoria may be main"
tained. This libel, which has been pub~
lished in MelboUl'ne, is not only alh insult
to the King of . England, our beloved
Sovereign, but it flouts directly the Imperial Parliament and the Imperial
Government, 'because this libel, which,
has been reproduced here, was suppressed
in England. There is a very general desire
on the part of honorable members to know
what the Government prop9se to do.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE. - I may inform
honorable members that the Premier is at
this present time, I believe, in another
place annonncing the policy of the Government in conl1exion with this matter. The
Government are gQing to take such action
as I believe will meet with the support of
all right-thinking people in the community, but I do not think it would be
fair for me to anqounce what that action is
until the. Premier- himself has disclosed
what is the policy of the Government
on ~he subject. I would suggest either
that the President leave the chair for
half-an hour, by which time I shall be
in a position to make a statement, or that
",ve proceed with other business in the
meantime, and then I can mako the statement \vhen the proper occasion comes
round.
Subsequently,
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said-By leave
of the House" I now am prepared to make
a statement with regard to the publication of a seditious libel on His Majesty
the King in a paper published ill Melbourne. The first the Premier knew of
the matter was late on Thursday or Friday evening', when a representative of
the Argus called upon him at his house at
Mal vern in reference to the SLl bject. 'rhe
Premier was very much surprised and
pained that such an article should have
been republished in a Melbourne journal,
and he said to the Arg1ts representative
, that it would be as well to let 'the matter
stand over till 'the Government had an
opportunity of .·'considering and ·dealing
with it. However,' a lengthy article on
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the subject was published in the Argus
next morning. At the first opportunity
the Premier consulted the law advisers of
the Government as to the power possessed
by the· Go,"ernment to deal with this
seditious libel. The Attorney-General and
myself were of opinion that this State being
a British possession, we could not take it
upon oUl'selves to advise His Excellency tho
Lieutenant-Governor as an act of State
to seize the printing press or paper of the
offending journal. In the mother country
the publication which had originally
printed the libel was seized.
His Excellellcy the Lieutenant,Governor sent a
cable message to the Secretary of State,
for the, Colonies informing him of the
republication of the hbel on His Majesty
the King, and stating the ad vice that had
been· tendered here to the Government
by its law advisers.
The Government
was prepared to take whatever steps were
advised.
The Teply the Government got
was·. that, we should not as an act of
State seize the paper.
Ministers then
considered what was the next best course
to take.
The publisher could be prosecuted, but the Government felt that thore,
was verv much more at issue than the
mere fa~t of prosecuting a person in the
law courts.
'1'he person whose name
appeared on the imprint of the offending
paper waS that of a Member of Parliament, and it was felt the honour. of Parliament as well as the honour of the people of
this State was concerned. The Premier
brought the matter under the llotice
another
place
as
soon
as
of
the House met to-day, and he stated
the facts, which were somewhat similar to
those I have placed before honorable'
members. The Go~ernment thollg'ht it
was the duty of the House itself to deal·
with this matter, and that it should not be
dealt with in the .1aw aourts.
The
horlOmble member for Melbourne, who is
the printer of the offending paper,
was asked in another place by the Premier
to make ·an explanation, and in doing so,
the honorable member did not in any
way disavow t.he libel that was published
in his paper. The Premier, therefore, has
given notice, and he is supported by the
leader of the Opposition, and I believe he .
will be supported by nearly the whole _of
the House, that the explanation offered
by the honorable member for Melbourne is
unsatisfactory, and, being the printer of
the offending publication, he should he
expelled from the House:
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ACCOMMODATION OF 'fHE
FEDEHAL l? AHLIAMENT.
. The Hon. N. LEVI asked the SolicitorGeneral what arrangements had been
'entered into with reference to the accommodation of the Federal Parliament, and
\vhether, if any proposals had been submitted 01' agreed to with regard to the
matter, he would have a copy of them
-laid upon the table of tho Honse?
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-In answer to
the honorable member's q ncstion I would
say that a d raft agreement was prepared
by the Government, and that it has been
submitted to the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth. A copy of that agreement
has also been circulated amongst honorable
members of both Houses of the State
Parliament. 'fhe agreement, however, has
1l0t yot beeB completed, and I do not
think it has been returned, approved, or
altered by the Prime Minister. As honorable members have the agreement before
them they will haye an opportnnity or
dealing with it.
The Hon. ,Yo H. EMELING. - ·Will
they have all opportunity of dealing with
it before it is signed 1
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-A copy of the
agreement, I understand,· was sent to
every honorable member of both Houses,
and they will thus have an opportunity of
commenting upon its terms. It, ho\\'ever,
takes two to make an a-greement.
An HOXORABLE MK:\IBER.-One of the
most important parts is blank--the part
in regard to which room we are to have
in the other buildings.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-Tllis is of
conrse only a draft agreement, but the
room that I should like to get for
honorable rnembers of the Legislative
Council is the old Legislative Council
club-room. I am not aware what arrangell1ents have yet been made with regard to
that, but I l;now that the Prime Millistel'
of the Commonwealth is anxious to fall in
with the views of honorable members of
the State Parliament, and make honorable
·members as comfortable as he possibly
can in their old place of meeting.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE observed that
he would like the Solicitor-General to
ans-,ver this question:
\Vhat arrangelnents had been made for honorable members in connexion with their referring to
the records of the House 1 I t was obvious
that while the Council was sitting in this
building honorable members could not go
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over to the Library ill tho other place.
\Vere they to have a Li brary her~, or
were the books in the existing Library to
be shifted from where they were at
present to these building!:>? As matters
stood at present very great inconvenience
was caused to many honomble members,
as, for instance, in getting up matters
connected with the constitutional debate
which was to come before them. To visit
the Library they must go in the morning
and try to pick out the books whieh
thoy might want during the afternoon. There would, of course, be no
difficulty in getting the books ~n that
way if they had time, but, there was no
time to go down to the. Library during
·a debate. 1£ the Library was to remain
there it certainly could not be of any
. value to them.
The Hon. VV. H. E~mLING. - And it is
of no use to the Federal Parliament.
rrhe Hon. D. MELVILLE said that, as
the . honorable mem bel' very correctly
observed, the Library was not of much nse
to the Federal Parliament. Did the State
Parliament, in giving over their Parliament-buildings, hand over at the same
time all their records, the book· cases and
their contents, and the Librarian 1
'fhe Hon. N. THORNLEY remarked
that the Solicitor-General informed them
that the draft agreement had been sent
by the State Premier to the Federal Prime
Minister. On looking through the drafb
agreement they might observe points on
which they would like to offer some suggestions, bnt apparently there would be 110
opportunity for any suggestions that they
might make being carried out. He would
like a promise from the Solicitor-General
tbat before this agreement was settled,
this House wOllldhave the opportunity of
making suggestions as to the conditions.
For instance, 1ike the last speaker, he would
like to know what voice the Honses of the
State Parliament were to h!l.ve in the management of the Library. So far as he eould
see there was nothing in the draft agreemellt that would give the State Parliament the slightest control in that respect.
The HOll. J. H. ABBOTT saicl he would
like to know w.bat provision had been made
for the removal of the old wooden structure
behind Parliament-buildings. He had the
honour of being on the Building Committee
of the two HOllses of the State Parliament,
and the q lIestion came before them as
to whether the wooden building should
remain there, and it was held that the
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old structure was a menace not only to
the Library but to the whole building.
He kuew that that danger was rccognised
by all the members of the State Parliament, but he would like to know whether
it was as clearly realized by those who were
now to occupy the Parliament-buildings.
The Hon. A. WYNN E said that the
Government were authorized by Act of
Parliament to convey the Parliament
House in Spring-street to the Commonwealth Parliament. They had taken that
responsibility upon themselves, and they
were responsible for this agreement. In
his opinion,;t would never do to submit
this agreement to the 140 odd members
of the two H.ouses. If that were dOlle
there would never be any finalit,y in the
matter. The respollsibility, consequently,
for the terms of the draft agreement that
had been prepared rested with the Government, which must stand or fall by that.
But any little suggestion that honorable
mem bel's might make would be considered
by the Government, and be put before the
Federal Prime Minister.
But as for
allowing every member of both Houses to
say exactly what should be put into the
agreement, that was a thing to which the
Government could not agree. -Whenever
honorable members wanted books, messengers would be sent over for t.hem. That
would, of course, occasion delay, bnt with
regard to text-books and books to which
honorable members frequently referred,
efforts would ue made to obtain dupli,cates of them. To obtain d nplicates
of an the books in the Library wonld, of
course, take two or three years, but if
honorable members obtained the text-books
it would probably not be necessary for
them to have in this building duplicates of the others.
The Federal
Parliament were responsible for the maintenance and. assurance of the bllildin o'
and if the building were left in a dange~'~
ous condition it would be tbe Federal
Parliament that would have to take the
risk. The State Parliament had occupied that building for a great number of
years, but it was apparently only llOW
when honorable members bad left that they
seemed to have become fully impressed
with the danger of its being destroyea.
The PRESIDENT.--If it is thought desirable to continue this discussion, notice
of motion to that effect should be given.
I will llOt stop any honorable member
from merely asking a q lIcstion, but this
discussion i~ not now proceedillg regularly.
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The Hon. N. LEVI said that this
'was the first opportunity they had had of
discussing this important matter, and in
order that the discussion might proceed
he begged to move the adjournment of
the House, for the purpose of discussing
the terms of the agreement proposed to
be made between the State Governmeut
and the Federal Government.
Six honorable members having riSel}
in their places (as required by the
standing order) tt) support the motion,
rrhe Hon. N. LEVI said that he regretted to have to bring this matter under
the consideration of the House in this
manner, but he had been under the impression that a promise had been gi ven by
the Attorney-General of the previous
Government that both Houses would be
cons l lHed as to what, actirn should be
taken in reference to the honsing of the
Fedel'~l Parliaulcnt. He wished to dis~
abuse. honorable members entirely of the
idea that he had anv other desire than to
cOlltribute to the co"mfort of the Commonwealth Padiamen~, and to place at their
disposal the most snitable building for
their purposes.
On the first occasion
when the empowering Bill was brought
before another place, exception was taken
to· t.he proposal that Parliament House
should be appropriated for that pm'pose,
and considerable discussion ensued. A
most distinct promise was given by the
Administration that Members of Parliament would be consulted before any
actioll was taken. The Attorney-General
distinctly sta.ted that the Exhibitionbuilc1illg was to be the place in which the
Federal Parlialnent should meet in the first.
instance. rrhat measure came before the
Legislative Council, and on the second
reading the then Solicitor-General (Mr.
Davies) stated-'
Clause 2 gave the Governor in Council power
to make arrangements with the Governol'Genei'al for the use and occupation of the
Parliament of the Commonwealth for the purposes of a Houseof ,Parliament of the Exhibitionbuilding or of Parliament Houses. The question of which building should be used ,vas left
open. It was consiclered desirable that power
should be taken by' Act of Parliament to enable
one or other of these buildings to be placed at
the disposal of the Federal Parliament. It did
not follqw that the Federal Parliament would
get the choice; that would be a suhject for
future arrangement. It would, however, be
noticed that the Exhibition-building was mentioned ,first, and he supposed that that indicated a desire that the Federal Parliament
should occupy the Exhibition-building. That
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might probably be the desire of honorable
members, but still the House was asked to give
thl'l Government the alternative power.

The honora,ble gentleman was followed
by Sir Frederick Sargood, who statedThat the Government had acted wisely in
taking an alternative power with regard to the
use by the Commonweulth Parliament of either
Parliament House or the Exhibition-building.
At first he was under the impression that the
Parliament Houses should be placed at the disposal of the Commonwealth Parliament, as its
members would uudoubtedly be the guests of
the colony; but when he considered the large
number of persons who would want to attend
the opening ceremony it became at once evident
to him that the Parliament HOllses would not
afford sufficient accom1l1odation, and that the
only burlding that would be suitable was the
Exhibition-building. It was now almost a foregone conclusion that the Commonwealth Parliament would be opened and would continue to
hold its sittings in the Exhibition-building.

Their present President also on that
occasion stated that he believed sufficient
accommodation could be provided for· the
Federal and State Parliaments, and they
would then both have the ad vantage of
the use of the Library and of social interconrse. The honorable member added
also that he had been told that the cost
of fitting up the Exhibition-building
. would be about £25,000, but that the
cost would proLably be a great deal
more. During tbe same debate Mr.
Heid said that the Exhibition-building
occupied one of the most handsome sites
in the city of Melbourne, and was surrounded by beautiful gardens. The build·
ing, Mr. Reid added, would be so arranged
as to afford all the necessary accommodation, alld was therefore lJre-eminently
adapted for the use of the Federal
Parliament during tho time it would
be located in. Melbourne.
He (Mr.
Levi) eould quote llumerous other statements to the same effect, showing that
the opinion generally held was that every
facility and opportunity would be allowed
to the Government. to make provision for
the housing of the Federal Parliament
in the Exhibition-building. He had a
great attachment to the old Parliamelltbuildings, for it was 40 years ago when
he had the honour to be returned as a
member of the Legislative Assembly.
There might not be so much feeling, such
strong attachment, on the part of the
younger members of the House to the old
building,. but he thought they were all
attached to the old place, and that all were
under the impression that proyi::;ion was
being made for the FederaJ Parliament
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to obtain suitable accommodation III the
Exhibition-building. No 00st had been
spared in connexion with the requisite
preparations, and considering that the
two Governments which had dealt with
the matter had between them four gentlemen £;rom the Legislative Council, it
might
have
been
thought
that
that House
would
have received
more consideration than apparently
had been shown for it in the matter.
It was only on the 13th April that
honorable members had an intimation
through the daily press stating that it
was the intelltion of the Premier of Victoria to give the Prime Minister of Australia the choice between the Parliament
Houses of Victoria and the chambers at
the Exhibition-building. He mnst confess he was indignant at having received
the first intimation of the change of the
legislative qua,rters through the medium
of the press. The GO"ernment had donewrong in not consnlting honorable members before the al teration was made~
Among the parliamentary papers he had
received was a printed copy of the agreement between the Government of Victoria
.alld the Federal Government regarding
the occupancy of the Parliament Houses.
in Spring-street. On looking through it
he found that no provision was made for
members of the State Parliament using
any of the rooms in that building, exceptthe Library and the refreshment-rooms.
It was true that one paragraph in the
agreernent sn,id that a room was to be set
apart for "Ministers." That might. be a
mistake, and- perha,ps it was intended
that the room was to be used by members.
also.
The Hon. VV. H. E~mLING.-It is forMinisters only.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-That was a misprint. The word "Ministers" was used
instead of " mem bers."
The HOll. N. L·EVI said he was yery
glad to hear from the Solicitor-·General
that an error had been made ill printing.
the document. He had not carefully'
scanued the agreement, but in the latter
part of -it, it said that it might be determined on notification being given by the
Commonwealt.h Government to the State
Government t.hat the former no longer req uired the building. There was apparently nothing in the agreement which
would onable the State Government to
determiut'l it at allY time. rl'hc Governmentshould hare consulted memher.s ofthe
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Legislative Council before any arrangement
was entered into. No fault could, of
course, be fQtwcl with the Federa1 Government for what it had done,bnt he thought
the members of the State Parliament
should have had a little more consideration shown to them by tho Premier and
his colleagues. In this case it should
have been" charity begins at home," and
although it ought not to end there, they
had a right to expect that the Government would have extended the same consideration to the members of the State
Legislature as would have been shown
by its predecessors in office had the
former Ministers remained in power.
'rhe Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING -remarked
that he sympathized to a certain extent
'with Mr. Levi in regard to the removal of
the Vietorian Parliament from the buildings in Spring-street to the Exhibit.ionbuilding. He did not, however, agree
with all the premises of the honorable
member, but what he (Mr. Embling)
objected to was that after a promise had
been given that members would be consulted before the change was made, the
undertaking had Hot been carried out.
The Hon. J. M. DAVlES.-'Vas that
promise g'ivell to this House ~
'1'he Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING said
honorable members were told when the
Bill relating to the Parliament-bnildings
was being passed through the State Parliament that before anything was done they
'would be consulted.
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-I would like
the honorable member to point out when
such a promise was given ..
1'he Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING said· he
had not a.sked for the promise, but was
present when it was given. '1~M.ere was an
undertaking that if the House passed the
Bill Parliament would be consnlted before
any change was made, and he understood
that the Hon. J. A. 1Yallace was present
when that promise was given.
"The Hon. J. A. 'VAT~LAcE.-I understood that we were to be consulted.
The Hon. 'V. H EMBLING stated
that even if no promise had be~n given,
sneh an important step should not have
beeu taken bytheGovertlment without first
consulting members of the State Parliament.. No one wanted to insult or harass
members of the Commonwealth Parliament,
who were the guests of the State Parliament. Everyone was anxious to give the
members of the Federal Legislature the
very best we had at our disposal. Had
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the State Parliament, however, been C011sulted, the building would h:1Ve been
handed ovel: to the Commonwealth Goverument under very different conditions from
those agreed to by the Government. The
\vholo tiling w(mld :have beell changed,
and Ministel's :knew that.
Had the
Premier ~shown the common sense of Sir
George Turner, his predecessor ,in office,
and· consulted Members of' Parliament,
nothing disagreeable would have' happened.
He had no wish now to rake up anything
. that had passed. '1'he thing had been
done, and there was no·use ·gturnbling
about it ; all that honorable· members
had to ·do _ now was to make the
best ·of thQ changed circumstallces.
The Pl'ernier had t.aken it upon himself
to act on this occasion for Parliament
at the very time when the House was
notin session, butwhen members'Were clamouring to have Parliament called together.
. He wished to particularly lim press on
Ministers the necessity. of having some
bettel'access to the Parliamelltary Library.
At present, the lLibrary being a considerabie distance away from the place in which
honorable member.) were meeting, was
practically of little value to them. '11he
records of the Victorian Parliament, which
were preserved in the Library were of no
use whatever to the Federal Parliament,
which had no past. He haal 'spoken to
one of the members of that Legislature in
the newspaper-room at tho Parliament
Houses, Spring-strcer., and that gentleman
informed him that the local newspapers,
like t,he Dayle~l(YJ'd Gazette or the Castlemaine MOTning Iferald, were of little or no
value to the members of the Commonwealth Parliarnent_ Those journals, however, were no doubt of. some interest to
the members of the Victorian l)arliament,
and yet they had to go ,to the building in
Spring-street to see them. It was the
duty of -the Government to make the loss
of the I.Jibl'al'Y as light as possible to
honorable members. A proposal had been
made that any books and papers required
by a member of the State Legislature could
.be obtained from the Library by sending a
n'lessenger·boy for them. . That suggestion
was absurd,· because a book was frequently
·required when a matter was under discussion, and if all honorable member had
to wait till a messenger boy travelled threequarters of a mile and back .again with
the book, it might be of very little value
when it came to' hand, as the debate might
have concluded, or the opportunity of
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quoting from the book haye passed.
l>erhaps a cOllnexion might be made
between the Exhibition-building and Parliament HOllses, Spring-street, by means
-of. a pneumatic tube, by which at a
moment's notice anv book which was re-quired in the coursve of a debate could be
obtained.
The Hon . .A. O. SAcHsE.-'rhero would
be no difficulty in doing t.hat.
'rhe Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING said the
main thing was to give honorable members access to the Library while the House
\n~s sitting here.
The Hon. F. S. GRDIWADE.-'-'Vo haye
got access.
The Hon. W·. H. EMELING said that
it was true that members could enter the
Pa,rliament . Houses Spring-street, and
have access to. the Library, but what
was needed was a speedy means of obtaining a book required at a moment"s
notice, in' tho course. of devate.
Mr.
Grimwade might require some special
book when the Oremation Bill was under
consideration, and he :would 'doubtless be
lUuch annoyed if he had to wait till t1,
messenger boy wellt to Parliament HOllses,
Spring-st.reet, . for it. 1'here was another
matter he wished to refer to, and that
was that· in framing the agreement the
Gover11ment had not reserved proper
l'ooms for .tho use of members of the State
l)arliament. He believed that honorable
;member,s, "'hen they 'yisited ·Parliament
Houses, Spring-street, were to be relegated to the basement, the rooms formerly
- occupied by the Forest. Commission or by
the Hailways Standing Committee hav.ing
been setasic1e for their use. Some of the
rooms OIl the Senate side of Parliamentbuildillgs should have been reserved for
the use of lllf;mbers of the Legislative
Council when visiting' that building.
.
The Hon. R REID stated that he
wished the speeches of 'Mr. Levi and Mr.
Em bling had been unuttered. It was a
great mistaketo bringthissubjeet befol'ethe
Honse. Melbourne had been honoured by
being the ·first ;meeting . place of the
:FederalParliamen t, and it was the ~ uty
of the Victorian Government to offer to
the Commonwealth Parliament, who were
: its guests, the best that the State had at its
-disposal. It took a,,~ay nltogether from
the value of the gift to have this cavilling
about the matter. As as far the Governlllent was concerned, he did not feel
inclined to speak in any captious way,
because it represented 1\1.l1iament at t.he
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time,' alld the P.remier was the mouthpiece of Parliament. The Government
was au thorized by an Act .of Parliament
to do w hat it had donc, and if honorable
members would look at the thing calmly
.they would see that it was but right that
the Government should offer the Commonwealth Parliament the best accommodation there was in the State. Having
regard' to the enormous liabilities of the
States, and to the fact that they "'ould
have to beat· their proportion of any new
federal expenditure, it would have been
ridiculous for a Commonwealth having
but 4,000,000 of people to expend several
millioll pouuds in erecting Parliament
Houses and other buildings at the
federal' capital, especially whcn
it
was \vell known tha,t there was a
handsome building available in Melbourne.
·for the llse of the Commonwealth Parliament. 11he kind of criticism that had
been levelled against the Government
:took away mnch of the value attaching
to the offer mnde to the Commonwealth
Pa~·liament.
HOllorable members ought
to rise above any little petty annoyances.
He dissented altogether from the remarks
of 1\11'. Levi.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
he would like to call the attention of the
Solicitor-General to one clanse in this
agreement, which he felt had not como
under the honorable gentleman's notice,
or, if it had, careful consideration had not
been given to it. That clause had reference to the Library, and he might say, in
passing, that the agreement was so far
only a- proposal on the part of the Government, not having so far been actually
accepted by either side. It was therefore still opell to the Governinent to
make allY alteration or suggestion it
might think fit in that agreement. Before the Com.monwealth Parliament was
invited to' become the occupiers of the
Parliament Houses, Spring-street, the
State Parliament was very proud of
its Library, and justly so, because there
was no parliamentary institution in
Austtalia that could boast of a finer
If honorable members would
library.
1~)Qk at clause 10 of the agreemen.t, they
would find that ehe control of the Library
was taken away complete1y ill express
terms from the State Parliament. The
clause said-The Library shall as nearly as may be be
managed and conducted in the same way as
heretofore when the same was controlled by
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the State Parliament, and the Library Committee of the Commonwealth Parliament
shall manage the same in all respects as nearly
as may be as has been customary.

'Vhy should the Federal Parliament
manage the Library 1 'Vhy should it
take away the power of control from this
ClJamber and the Legislative Assembly 1
It would have been much more reasonable
,had there been a joint committee appointed, consist.ing of members of the
State Parliament and members of the
Commonwealth Parliament, to control the
Library. If the State Parliament wiRhed
to add new books to the Library, and new
books were coming every week and every
month, was it to go the Commonwealth
Parliament and ask it to receive this new
collection of books?
The Hon. N. THoRNLEy.-Or. snppose
the Commonwealth Parliament is starving
the Library.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that the
uext question that arose was whether the
ConllllOnwealth Parliament would keep up
the collection of books, and \\' hether it
would pay for them. '1'here was no
power whatever vested in the State Parliament in regard to these matters. It
was completely.deprived of its privilege.
All that its members were allowed to do
was to enter the Library and read the
books and papers. He felt that the
Solicitor·General could not have given
oareful cOl1sideratioll to this phase of the
matter, but now that attention had been
called to it it was to be hoped the Govern~
ment would see that some more reasonable
proposal than that contained ip clause 10
wonld be submitted to the Right Honorable the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth- for his acceptallce.
The Hon. J. A. 'VALLACE remarked
that he was sOl'ry to hear fault found with
Mr. Levi for bringing this matter before
tbe House.
The honorable member
ought to be thanked for havillg done so,
ina~much as it ,vas a matter Parliament
ought to express its opinion upon.
He
(Mr. vVallace) understood, when the Bill
rehtting to the Parliament Honses was
being passed, that a promise was given
that members should be consulted before
any ~greement was entered into with the
Commonwealth Government. The Solicitor-General had stated that the Government coulll not submit the agreement to
all the Members of Parliarnent, beca\llse
the House was \lot then sitting, but surely
the matter could hase been brollght
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forward when the House was in session,
and a Bill introduced upon which honorable
members could have expressed their views.
Had the agreement been placed befol'e

the Honse, a select committee might have
been appointed to consider the matter,
and suggest sorne arrangement which
would have been acceptable to both the
State Parliament and the Commonwealth
Parliament. In any case, it was due to
honorable members that they should have
been consulted before' the legislative
chamoers of the State Parliament were
ehanged from Parliament Houses, Springstreet, to- the Exhibition-building.
The HOll. D. MELVILLE expressed the
opinion that members would be placed
under a great disadvantage in conducting
the business of the country and in carrying
on a debate in the Honse if the Library,
to which they had frequently to refer, was
'half·a·mile or more away. All the books
containing the past history of the British
Parliamcnt, and also all the works bearing
on the Constitution of the Victorian Parliament, were practically valueless to
members so far as the debates were concerned when they were so far· removed
from them. New books were constantly
required in order tt) keep the Library up
to date, and the Library Committee had
usually £500 a year at its disposal for the
purchase of new publications.
vYere
those new books to be placed in the
Library at Parliament House, Springstreet, or were they to be brought to the
Exhibition-buildings, where they would
be within reach of honorable members
whenever the necessity arose to refer to
them ~ The difficulty of hftying the
Library so far removed was accentuated by
the fact that members would not have
the librarian at their elbow, so
to speak, to COilsult with regard to
'any special book needed ill the course of
the debate. In referring to the librarian,
he wished to express deep regret at the
death of Mr. Church, who was a most invaluable and worthy librarian, and a most
useful Rervant to the statesmen of Victoria.
It had taken years to form the splendid
Library that belonged to the Victorian
Parliamellt. The loss of the building was
nothing as compared with the loss of the
Library, and the valuablerecordscontained
therein. It was never known or supposed
that when members had to leave their
former quarters they would be c:ompel1ed
to part wit h their Lihrary, or that. the
records would be at sllch a distance from
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their command. 'Vhatever might have blunder had been committed, for members
been conveyed in the Aet of Parliament to trust in the Ministry to look after the
rrhe press to-day
passed last year regarding the use of Par- State Parliament.
liament Houses, Spring-street, by the seemed to be united in what he might
Commonwealth Parliament, it was never call a- general assault on the State Parliaunderstood that the chattels were also to ment.
rl'he Hon. N. LEvr.-Disgracefnl.
be handed over to the Federal Legislature.
He did not concur with Mr. Balfour, nor
The Hon. D. MELYILLE said he hoped
with Mr. Reid, who were ready to sacri- both Houses would stand shoulder to
shoulder and have no g uarrels as to q uesfice everything.
The -Hon. J. BAr~FouR.- Yon -make a tions of supremacy. Surely the work of
great mistake. I sa.id nothing about the flltnre was to be as important as the
giving up the Library.
work of the past. He trusted that both
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked Houses would take notice that for the
that the honorable member at any rate moment, perhaps' inadvertently, the
wished honorable members to remain Government ill charge of affairs had
silent and bear their loss like martyrs. allowed and was allowing the State
He (M.r. Melville) was perfectly willing to Parliament to lose its prestige. 'fhis
acquiesce in the buildings in Spring-street might have a most mischievous effect on
being used by the Federal Parliament, the future of the H01.1Se if they did not
.
but the history and proceedings of the protect themsel vos.
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
Victorian Parliament for the last 40
years, which belonged to the State was certainly surprised to hear it - said
Parliament, had a right to be at the com- in that cham bel' that he had made a
mand of the House. In carrying on a promise to honorable members that the
debate honorable members frequently State Parlian~ent House would llot be
desire to fortify their opinion by quota- offerod to the Federal Parliament unless
tions from standard works, and it would members were first consulted. He never
be very difficult for them to do so under made allY such statement. No reference
the present circumstances, when they to lI(m~ard was needed, because his
were not - in touch with those books. memory was perfectly clear and distinct
'Vould it be any great hardship if he sug- on that point. It was quite certaill that
gested to' the Government that all the if any such promise had beeu made by him
records, books, and book-cases belonging to it would be recorded in HansClrd. On
the State Parliament should be removed the contrary, lIansCl?'d recorded that while
from the Parliament House at Spring- he stated that it was not decided which
street to the Exhibition- building. He building would be offered to the Federal
felt that the Federal Parliament never Go\'ernment, and that that would be a
thought for an instant that it was to matter for future arrangement, he also
retaiu possession of the Library and records specifically pointed ont that the Bill then
belonging to the State Legislature. It under con~idoration, as far as it was conwas impracticable for a messenger to go cerned, gave the Government the power of
half-a-mile for a book required at a offering either building to the Federal
moment's llotice. rrhe only way out of Parliament. III the face of that it was
the difficulty was to remove the records hardly conceivable to him. how honorable
and all classical works to the building members could say that he had stated in
which honorable members were now that chamber that such a thing ,yould
occupying.
rrhe proposal to have a not be done without first consultillg
pneumatic tube between the two build- them.
ings was surely not seriously intended.
An HONORABLE MEMBER-'tV e underIt was not only the books that were stood it any way.
wanted, but the men in charge of the reThe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it could
cords. Under the circuInstantes he would - not have been understood from one 'YOI'd
propose to press the Minister to give a uttered by him.
Honorable members
decision not to leave it as it was left before. might have been confused by what
Hewas aware when the Bill passed theState occurred in another place, because in July,
Parliament the feeling in the House was when the Attorney-General introduced the
that the Parliament Houses would not bo Bill in the first instance for dealing wittl
vaca.ted by members of tho Victorian Pal'- this matter, he stated most cloarly that
liament. It was necessary, now that tho the State Parliament House wonld not he
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handed OYCl' to the Federal Parliament to enable one or other of these buildings to be
unless the members of the State Parlia- placed at the dispos<tl of the Federal Parliament. It did not follow that the Federal
lllCnt were first consulted.
There was Parliament
would get their choice; that would
then an adjournment of the debate on that be a subject for future arrangement. It would,
Bill, and at a later time-he thought· in however, be noticed1Jhat the Exhibition-buildOctober-the question came up again; ing was mentioned first, and he supposed that
that indicated a desire that the Federal Parliaand then the Attorney-General propo;:,ed ment
should occupy the Exhibition-building.
Hll amendment in the preyious Bill, makThat'might probably be the desire of honorable
ing it clear the last time he (Mr. Davies) members, but still the Honse was asked to give
Tead it that tho Government was taking the Government the alternative power.
rrhe .Hon. A. 'WYNN J~ remarked that
· power to offer either building to the FcdeTal Ptl,rliamcnt. If honorable members . when the Bill was brought in 'in another
would read the debate that took place at place in the first instance, Mr. Gillies objected
the timc, they would see that the state- to the Parliament Houses baing given up
mcnts soomcd to do a,way with, the pro- to the FedGral Parliament. 'fhe Minister
mise that had been made in July. There then postponed the Btll, and subsequently
. br'ought up au- amendment proposing that
W<1.S a long intern-tI.
The HOll. ~. LEn.-It did not do away the option should be given to offer either
with it.
buildillg. The late Attorney-General (Mr.
The Hon. J. ~f.·DAVIES said whether Irvine) speaking on the second reading
• it did or not he was not responsible for of the Commonwealth Arrangements Bill,
\V hat occurred ill another pbce.
Honor- said-able members seomed to be fathering him
The honour done to Melbourne and the whole
with a statement made by the Att0rney- of Victoria by having the first sitting of the
Federal Parliament here is a very great one,
General. .
the least we can do is to ma.ke such proSeveral HONORABLE 1LE)IBERS.-No, no! and
vision as may be necessary to finel that ParliaThe Hon J. M. DAVIES said that he ment a worthy place of residence for the time
._
had been charged with making that pro- during which it will remain with us.
With that object in view, it is necessary that
mise. He lllOst <;iistinctly said that he an
Ena,bling Bill should be passed, vesting in
ulade no such promise, either by implica- the Government the power to' enter into those
tion or by affirmation. His impression negotiations. The Government now asks the
was that tho intention of the McLean House to gi\1e it the fullest powers,' so that
the time arrives it may offer to the
Goyernment was that these chambers in when
Governor-General either of the hm places I
the Exhibition-building should be erected ha.ve mentioned. If Parliament does not apfOl' the purpose of offering them to the prove of the building in which we are now
Federal Parliament. -But at the same time sitting being occupied by the Federal .Parliait will be easy to effect that purpose by
the power was taken to offer the Victorian ment,
an amendment of clause 2. Parliament will
Parliament Houses if the chambers in the take the responsibility of doing that. The
Exhibition.building were not found suit- Govel'llmcnt think that it ought not to be 'done
able, or were not Teady in time for the -that the Government should be· vested with
to make what may seem the best
opening of the Federal Parliament. As the authority
possible arrangements at the time. The people
Solicitor-General had said, the offering of of Victoria, in common with the people of all
either place was done. on Ministerial autho- Australia, expect that we shall offer the best
rity, and as far as Parliamen t was concerned accommodation ·that is available to the Com
it had clothed the Government with monwealth Parliament.
authority to offer either. He was inclined It was a pleasure to listen to the words
to agree with Mr. Melville, that there was that were spoken by M1'. Heid. He (Mr.
no power. whatever given to offer the W'ynne) took a pride in what the' Governchattel property-to give up the Library ment had done. 'We had given our best
-either to the management of, or for the building with glad hearts to onr visitors,
'rhe and the carping criticism and petty reuse of the Federal Parliament.
Act of Parliament wholly related to Par~ marks that had been made' olltsideand
liament House, and not to its contents. inside of the Honse d·id not do credit to us.
In moving the second reading of the CUlll- They were not creditable to Parliament.
monwealth Arrangements Bill, he made the 'Vhen a thing was done it should be done
following statement, as reported in llan- well, and having handed over the Parliamen~ Houses, were we going to take the
· sa?'d:pots ana pans, the books, the furniture,
The question of which building should be
and
everything out of them ~ The Governused was left open. It was considered desirable
that power should be taken by Act of Parliament . ment had done what their opponeiits
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would have done in their place. 'Yith to placing the Library entirely out of their
reference to the Library, he thought Sir hands, because it would be handing it
Henry Cuthbert's suggestion' was a good over for an unknowll and perhaps a yery
one. He had no doubt that the Premier long time. Members, indeed" might be
of the Federal Parliament would accede to permanently 'depri"ed of the benefit of
it. He did not see any reason why he their Library, unless the Minister of J nsshould not.' If the books and valuable' tice saw some way of meeting the view
records that the Hon. Mr. Melville spoke expressed by Sir Henry Cuthbert.
about were brought into the ExhibitionTho Hon. E. MiLLER said he rebuilding, they might be destroyed by fire; gretted exceedingly that the honorable
All the necessary books of reference the Mr. Levi had brought the matter forward
Government would. endeavour.' to obtain at. all. He would be pleased if it weTe llOt
for the use of members, but it was impos,· reported. Members ought to givo to uur
sible to do everything in a day. The visitors Ollr Parliament Houses, ftnd do it
Government had done the best they in a proper spirit. It looked as if we were
could in the short time available to handing them oyer grudgingly; otherwise,
make the. building comfortable. The why should suah remarks have been made 1
Government was doing all it could; 'Vhen Sir George Turner, in the last
and he was sure that members of that Federal ConV(lntioIl, secUl'cd the sitting of
House were not doing credit to them- the Federal Parliament in Melbourne for n.
selves nor the ,House, which had always certain time, wo were all rejoiced at it,
taken the greatest interest ill federation, During his (Mr. Miller's) recent election,
by the carping criticisms that had been he said in his address that he trusted the
Commonwealth Parliament would be giyen
made.
The Hon. C. J. HAM said that if thero the Parliament Houses. That had been
was. any objection to the State Parliament carried out, and now complaints were
being removed to the Exhibition-build- being. heard from
all sides that
ing the proper time to have made it was would unfortunately he read.
It
when the Comn.lonwealth Arrangements was one of the most discreditable of
Bill . was before the House. He voted debates, that had evei' taken place in
for the Bill, but at the same time that chamber. Honorable members had
he must confess that when he came to suddenly found that they could not do
leave the old place, he had the feeling ex- without the Library. He did not fi"nd that
perienced by one on leaving an old home. they had given such great attention to the
He had sat ina certain place for twenty Library before. He had never seen it
years, and he felt it very much when he crowded with honorable members. 'Vhat
came to remove to allother building. If they would miss now was their poor old
anyone was to be inconvenienced, he would friend, Mr. Church. If members wanted
rather be inconvenienced than the Federal to' make extracts 01' refer to any of the
Parliament. He thought the Minister of books, they could go down: to the
Justice was to be complimentedol) wbat Library during the day. He agreed with
he haddolle towards making the chamber honorable members who had said that
1110re comfortable. He (Mr. Ham) had there was not the slightest need t.o have
no doubt that ina very short time it gone to the enormous expense of £40,000
would be so comfortable that there would to erect ,chambers, in the Exhibition-buildbe no reason for complaint. Of pourse, ing, when accommodation might have beei}
old members would for a time feel that provided at Parliament House. If temthere was something wanting through porary premises had been erected there~
having left the old place. He, thought members cOli.ld then have" had the full
that something should be done in regard use and enjoyment of their Library. There
to the .important matter of. the Library. was on~ thing that should receive attenAs had been pointed out, theAet of Par- tion, and that was the danger of fire
liament did not hand over the Library as which existed in, connexion with the old
well as the building. There were 200 or wooden building at the back of the Parlia300 books, of reference that members ment Houses. He knew a little about
should be able to· put their hands upon at fires and insurance matters, and he was
a minute's notice, and if they were to be horrified when he \yent into that old builddeprived of them the debates must lose a ing-one day to see the gas turned on at
great deal of their influenoe. He did think full strength, and about one foot from the
great care shouldl be exercised with. regard eanvas oeiling which was alreac1y scorched.
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If that building caught fire, the possibility occnpy either building. He wished to
of saying the books in the Library of emphasize what Sir Henry Cuthbert had
Parliament House wonld be very remote. said, that members must bo careful not to
That building. was not many fC8t from give over the control of the Library to
the Library, and a fire must get into the any body. The control of the Liurary
windows and destroy all the books. He should be in their own hands. He did
had done what he could in getting shades not oven agree witll the proposal for a
put over the gas-lights he had referred to, joint committee.
He further hoped that
and he had sug~ested that the Superinten- tbe Solicitor· General would look into the
dent of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades agreement before it was signed, aud see
should report to the Library Committee that the Library was kept so that h011oron the danger that existed to the Library able members could get tho use of it, and
through the proximity of the wooden have all the books of reference that were
needed kopt in these new buildings, as
building.
, The Hon. F. S. GIU1VnVADE observed well as the volumes of Ilanscwd.
He
that he did not at all agree with the HO~j. tbought on account of the dallgel' of the
Mr. Miller in his statement that honorable Library being destroyed by fire, immediate
members had not appreciated the Library steps should be taken to remove the
when they had it. No doubt the honor- woodell building at the rear of the Parliaable member had a, magnificent library men t Houses.
of his own, and was not like those
Tho Han. J. H. ABBOTT thought the
who used the Librar}' a great deal. Solicitor-General would agree with him
The Library was the great loss members that it was very unfortunate that the
were suffering from.
He thought it agl'eemellt had been submitted, because
should be managed by a joint committee, the 10th clause said~
and he understood that t.he SolicitorThe Library shall as nearly as may be, be
General was going to take steps to hwe managed and conducted in the same way as
heretofore when the same was controlled by
that bnmgbt about, but even if a joint the
State Parliament, and the Library Comcommittee were appointed to controf the mittee of the Commonwealth Parliament shall
Library, members could 110t get in this manage the same in all respects as nearly as
building what they had been aCGustomed may be as has been customary.
to in their own building. Some arrallge- He would like to remind the SolicitoJ'ments should be made by which the General that with that power before him
papers and pe:'iodicals should be pro- he actl>lally proposed a joint committee to
Inanage the Library. He presumed the
vided for the use of members.
The Hon. D. MELVIJJIJE.-That is ar· honorable member meant the books. It
wa~ most important
that' the State
ranged for.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMvVADE said he Parliament should have a great deal to
was glad to hear it, because it was a very do with the choice of the books being
necessary thing. If a joint committee added to the Library. The Library might
were formed for the r.ontrol of the Library very-well·be left in the hands of the State
'Vhen
members could get over the trouble by joint committee as heretofore.
having relays of messengers to convey the Federal Parliament left Melbourne it
books from the Library to the Exhibition- would leave us the Library. He did not
building as required. The less that was see that the management of it need be
said about the matter of handing over the altered ..at all. As to the matter of fire,
buildings to the Commonwealth Parlia- that had been a constant monace to the
ment the better. They might not have Library for years. In the case of a fire
the use of thqir old House for a great the smoke alone, evell if the flames did
many years-probably some of them not reach the Library, would ruin all the
would never see it again-bnt it was a books. The rooms that wereadded to Parliagreat advantage to Victoria to have the l"nent Houses, and were afterwards used
Commonwealth Parliament sitting here, by the Hailways Standing Committee, were
and the longer it sat here the bet.ter it finished with thefllll intentionof using them
so as to do away with the wooden building.
would be' for the State.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR stated that he He would be sorry if it was thought that
was very glad to find that the majority of the Victorian Parliament had waited unmembers we1'e satisfied that the right til they were out of Parliament Houses in
thin!! had been done in giving the option Spring. street before they found fault
to the Commonwealth Parliament to wit,h the continued existence of the

Jfr. G. ff. Jenkins.

[25

JUNE,

1901.J

Days of Sitting.

91

,,,ooden building.' He would therefore present session, and that half-past four o'clock
he the hour of meeting on each day ; that on
ask what steps the present Government Tuesday
and Thursday in each week the tmnswere taking with regard to the removal action of Government· business shall take preof that building. He presumed that they cedence of all other business; and that on
did not expect the Federal Parliament to . \Vednesday in each week private members'
shall take precedence of Government
remove it.. He did not think it was the business
business.
business of the Federal Parlia,ment to do
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES asked whether
anything of the kind, and he could ob"it
was not unusual to propose these sesserve nothing about the wooden building
in the agreement. In the interests of sional motions until the address in reply
safety, however, it was certainly neces- had been d.isposed of l' ~e had II ever
known a case in which the sessional
sary that the building should be removed.
The motion for the adjournment of the orders had been passed before the address
in reply had been dealt with.
House was put and negatived.
.
'rhe PRESlDEN'r.-It is a mat,ter
Mr. G. H. JENKINS.
entirely for the House. 'I'he House has
The Hon. A. ,VY~NE drew attention not made any order that the debate on the
to the following notice of motion standing address in reply should take precedence.
The HOll. A. "WYNNE stated that he
in his nallle : had no objection to Postl:!one the motion
That Mr. President be requested to convey to
George Henry Jenkins, Esq., C. M. G., on his
if honorable nYem bel'S desired it.
temporary retirement from the office of Clerk
'I'he Hon. D. MELVILLE observed that
of this House, the assurance of its cordial
it was necessnry for urgent reasons that
respect and regard, together with its high
the sessional committees should be apappreciation of his prolonged and valuable
services, and of the accurate knowledge and
pointed and set to work. 'rhe debate
ready advice which he has on all occasic.ns
the address in reply might take two 01'
placed at the service of members of this House.
three days.
He stated that he understood that it had
The Ron. A. WYNNE remarked that
al ways been usual \"hen the Clerk of the his motion was quite in order, and he did
House of Commons or the Clerk of the not know any reason why it should not
House of Lords retired from his position, be proceeded with; but if the House
if he had done his work faithfully and wished he would postpone the considerawell, to place on the records of the House tion of the motion nut.il the address in
the esteem in which he had been held. reply had been disposed of.
rrhey had all understood, he believed, that
The Hon. J. ]\f. DAVIES expressed
Mr. Jenkins was leaving the Legisla,tive the opinion that it was a great mistake to
Council for the Federal Parliament, but depart from the uSllal prclCtice. Since
he was now pleased to announce and he he had been in the House the sessional
was quite sure that honorable members orders had never been passed until the
would be pleased to hear that Mr. Jenkins address in reply had been dealt with. He
W,lS coming back to them.
Mr. Jenkins would suggest that the motion should be
had always been most courteous and most postponed.
.
anxious to assist honorable members on any
J.
M.
PHA'!'T
said
thui!, there
The
Hon.
occasion when they required his help, and
was
great
force
in
the
statement
of Mr.
therefore he (Mr. Wynne), thought they could
eongratulate themselves on his return to Mehille, that the sessional committees
the position ~\'hich he had so honorably should be appointed at once. For instance,
there was the Library Committee. It
and faithfully filled for many years.
was
important that they should have an
The Hon. tT. M. PRA'l"L'--vVhen is he
opportunity of considering the agreement
coming back 1
The Hon. A. vVYNN E said he under- made by the State Goverument with the
stood that Mr. Jenkins would return to Federal Government in cOl1nexion with
the service of the Council on the 1st of the Library.
The Hon J. STERNBEHG stated that
July.
Ullder the circnmstances, therefore, he would not proceed with the he favoured' the immediate appointment
of the sessional committees, especially the
motion.
Library Committee. It was important
DAYS OF SlrrTING.
that that committee should have an opThe Hon. A. 'VYNN E movedportunity of considering the question
That Tuesda.y, 'Veclnesclay, and Thursday in
whiph the Solicitor-General.had referred
each week be the clays Oll which. the Co\mcil
to that evening.
shall meet for despatch of business Juring the
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The Hon. "V. H. EjIBLING observed
tha.t he could not agree with the remarks
which had been luade about the urgency
of appointing the Library Committee.
'rhe Library Committee was a Library
Committee for the State Parliament,and
how could it deal in any way with the
Library which was under the control of the
Commonwealth Parliament ~ In the State'
Parliament Honse there was no library, so
he really did not "know what they wanted
with a Library Committee. The Libbtry
Committee would have no power whatever
to deal with the Librarv which had been
temporarily handed ove"r to ·the Commonwealth.
The motion was agreed to.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING
COl)lMITTEES.
On the motion of the Hon. A. ·WYNNE,
the following standing committees for
the session were constituted as under;STANDING ORDERS CO~1!1n'l''l'EE. - The
Honorables the President, J. H. Abbott,
S. Austin, J. M. Davies, N. FitzGerald,
G. Godfrey, D. E. McBryde; Sir A.
Snowden, N. Thornley, and A. 'Vynne.
P ARLIAMEN'l' BUILDINGS CO~fl\nTTEE.
The Honorables the President, 'V. McCulloch, ""V. PiU, A. O. Sachse, and W. 1.
'Vinter-Irving.
LIBRARY CmIMITTEE (JOINrr). - The
Honorables the President, Sir H. Cuthbert, F. S. Grimwade, C. J. Ham, and
D. Melville.
REFRESH:~fENT-l{00l\1S CmDIITTEE (JOINT).
-The Honorables J. C. Campbell, J. M.
Pratt, G. Simmie, J. A. Wallace, alld ,V.
I. 'Vinter-Irving.
PmNnNG CmIl\n,]~'l'EE.-The Honorables
the President, 'r. Blllll1ton, T. Comrie,
T. Dowling, D. Ham, N. Levi, J. Y.
McDonald, E. Miller, R. Reid, and J.
Sternberg.
.
"HANSARD."
The Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat authority be given by this House for
the members of the Hansard staff to sit at the
table to report the debates during the pleasure
of the House.

He observed that at last meeting of
the Council it was suggested that
some authority should be given to the
Hansa'?,cl staff to sit at the table' when
reporting the. debates. I~ this. motion
were carried, the authol'lty could .be
revoked at any time if it was not though.t

l1ansctird.

advisable to contillue it, 01' the matter
might be left. in the hands of the President.·
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he
believed the acoustic properties of the
chamber had been very mnch improved
since the last sitting of the Council, and
he trusted that the reporters in the
gallery would 110wbe able to hear almost
every word that was uttered in the cham~·
bel'. It \vas a great innovation to propose
to introduce the members of the J-£ansa?'cl
staff into the Conncil chamber and give
them a seat at the table. 'rhat had never
been done in the past, and he did not
know that it would be any great convenience to the gelitlemen who had to officially
record the speeches of honorable members.
He thought that the reporters
would have greater freedom and liberty
upstairs than they would have at the
table. However, if the experiment of giv.
ing the IianS(tTd reporters seats at the
table wastded, he thought it ought to be
limited in the motion to the present session of Parliament., because it would be a
very disagreeable duty if it was fonnd hereafter necessary to move that the permission
should be discontinued. Uncler these circumstances, ifthe Solicitor-General though t .
there was really any neaessity for the
motion, he would suggest that the
permission should only be granted during
the present session of Parliament.
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
he thought the particular chair which the
Hansard reporter should occupy ought
also to be pointed out. It must be remembered that they had a very small
table, and when the House was in committee two members of the Government,
and frequently two members on the
other side of· the H011se who were particularly concerned in the Bill that was
nnder consideration, occupied seats at the
table, so that there was. very littlll room
left. He would very much like to give
every accommodation possible to the
Hansard reporters, but he fe1t certain
that it would prove a great inconvenience
to attempt to find room for any additional
persons at the table.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT. said he
thought it would be better to postpone
the motion. He begged to moveThat the debateba now adiourned.

The Honorable E. MILLER remarked
that 11e would greatly like to see the Han.,.
salrd reporters accommodated at the table

Lieuten(t.nt-Gove?7~OT'S Speech.

[25

JUNE,

1901.J

Add1'ess in Reply.

93

the speech expresses at that sad occurrence.
Scarcely had the celebrations iu. Sydn~y
ill J anual'y last been brought to a close
when this· saddest event in English
history was telegraphed-an event so
regrettable, as far as the. peopl.e of Australia are concerned, in having so closely
followed on the joy and gladness which
were exhibited by the people during the.
previous few days.
No monarch ever
reigned on the English throne \V ho was
so endeared to her people as the late
Queen, aud she will ever remain engraved
on our hearts as good Queen Victoria. I
. trust that her snccessor, the King, may
be long spared to carryon the good work
which was so ably performed by our late
beloved Sovereign. I am sure tha~in his
hands the destinies of the English people
will be perfectly safe, for there is no doubt
that he will make every endeavollr to follow
in the footsteps of his illustrious mother.
Many changes have taken place since
this House last met. First aU.d foremost
amongst the number has been the advent
of that Federation towards which we hft ve
all been looking so long.
Now that it is
a consummated fact, we feel that a grand
and glorious fqture is before us as nnited
Australia. Under proper guidance and
good govern.ment there is no doubt that
Australia will assume such proportions
.LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. in the world's eye as will redound to the
credit not only of these united States,
ADDRESS IN REPLY.
bnt to t~le whole of the people therein.
The debate (adjourned from June 18) vVe should not fOlget to express out'
on the Hon. G. Godfrey'S motion for the gratitude to those ,yho, in the earlier
adoption of an address in reply to the stages of the federation movement,
Lieutenant - Governor's speech was re- materially assisted to bring about this
sumed. .
~
result. It is only right that we should
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-Before re- place on record our appreciation of the
suming this debate, I desire, Mr. President, work which was done by some of those who
in the first· place, to offer YOll my sincere have passed away. 'Ve all know how warm
congratulations on the honour which has an ad vocate the late Sir Henry Parkes was
·been done you in electing you President in connexion with this great movement.
of. the Legislative Council. I am sure Although he has passed away from us,
that we all recognise that the interests he has left his footprints on the sands of
and dignity of this Chamber are perfectly Australian politics. rrhen, coming nearer
·secure in your hands, and that we shall home, we remember that the late Mr.
all receive from you that fair and im- James Service, who was a member of this
partial consideration which all previous House, W:itS also closely associated with
Presidents have extended to members of the federation movement, and worked
this Chamber. Froin my own. personal hard in the earlier stages of this excellent
knowledge of you, sir, I am sure that cause. The most prominent proposal in
you will discharge your high and respon- the Lieutenant-Governor's speech is that
sible duties ill a way that will commend of bringing about refqrm by means of a'
itself to us all. His Excellency's speeoh convention, and it is rumoured that a
refers in the first place to the demise of proposal is on fOf>t in another p1ace to
·the Queen, and I am sure we all join with introduce an amendment of the ConHis Excellency in the deep regret which stitution on the lines. suggested by the

of the House. It had been dono ill the
other Chamber, and it had proyed no inconvenienoe there. He knew that the
!lansCl1'd reporters had expr.essed a wish
to be allowed to sit at the table for many
years past, and he t.hought it would be a
great pity to postpone the motion. The
experiment might at any rate be tried for
the present session.
rrhe HOll. VV. PITT observed that
the acoustic properties of the chamber
had undoubtedly been very much improved
by the arrangements made for excluding
the draughts. Before any change was
made the reporters should give the present
arrangement a trial, and then if complaints continued to be made it might perhaps be necessary to make some alteration.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that he
had heard the press reporters complain that
they could.not see from their gallery the
members who were underneath, and sometimes failed to recognise them. by their
voices. He thought some change ought
to be made, so as to obviate the necessity
.for reporters having to bend over the
gallery to see the members below th.em.
. The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed.to, and the debate was
adjourned until next day.
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mover of the address in reply.
I feel
sure that honorable members of this
House would like to have both proposals
before. them before discussing this
subject at any length.
But whilst
on the question of reform I have 1'10 hesitation in saying that the time has arrived
when it is essentially necessary that
certain reforms at least should be brought
about. We know from the expressions of
public opinion that a reduction in the
number of members U1Ust take place, aud
also a red uction in the franchise. In
addition to that it _will be well to consider the question of a reduction in the.
qualification of members. I am sure that
every honorable member desires to keep in
touch"'and in accord with the advancement
of the times'; and we Imow that these
particular changes are really essent.ial in
connexion with this Chamber. 'With
regard to the question of old-age pensions,
which is referred to in His Excellency's
speech, I may remind honorable members
that I was a member of the Royal commission which inquired into the question
of old-age pensions, so that I had a considerable opportunity of estimating the
working of such a measure. The evidence
which we took throughout the colony
showed the absolnte necessity for this
humane provision for our aged poor
-for those who, in the heat and burden
of the day, have got down to the lowest
rung of the ladder of misfortune. At the
same time, we must recognise that the
administration or dis'tributionof the old-age
pensions has not been so satisfactory as
we would like. Many cases have cropped
up whicb show a terrible laxity in this
respect; but, from the experience which
has been gained, there is little doubt that
the Government will make ample provision in futnre to gnard against imposition. l'he main principles of the Act are
right, bllt the details require considerable
amendment to make the mcasnre what it
should be-a blessing for the deserving
of our people. 'Whilst referring to those
entitled to old-age pensions as a whole, I
desire to make aSllggestion to the Government that, in conseq uence of the hazardous occupation of one section of the
community, namely, the miners, special
provi::;ion should be 'made for this
class of workers. The miners follow
a more hazardous occlipation than
any other class of labourers. A miner,
when leaving his home in the morning,
practically carries his life in his hancl.
Hon. J. Sternberg.

A dd?'ess in Reply.

He goes to work perhaps hundreds of feet
underground, and perhaps in very bad
air. The conditions of his work arc frequently such as to cause him to contract
disease and prostrate him on a bed of
sickness. When taking evidence at Bendigo in connexion with this very question
of olcl-age- pensions, we had the opportunity of examining the then president of
the Miners' Association, Mr. George Hawke,
who informed us that the average age to
which a miner lived was only some 49
years. This, in my opinion, clearly shows
that some special provision should be made
for dealing with applications from miners
of a lesser age than 65 years. 'V hen we
realize the difficulties and dangers which
miners have to undergo, I think we can
have no hesitation in making such a
recommendation to the Government.
The Government deserve our special commendation for their proposed legislation
in connexion with the Agricllltui'al department. The proposal as set out in
His Excellency's speech, when carried
into effect, will place VictoriEl. foremost
amongst the States in her productiveness.
'Ve all l~now that in order that a country
may be prosperous she must produce,
, and when we find the (;ov:ernment willing
to assist the agricultural industrY' to tbis
great end, our duty as a Legislature is
very clearly defined. I am glad that Mr.
Morrissey, the Minister for Agriculture,
has decided to remodel bis department,
and with the careful choice of a director
of agricultnre, which he proposes to make,
I trust that the cultivators of the soil
will have cause to rejoice in a hright
future. Reference is also made to the
proposal to haye an official agent in
London. The want 6f SlllJh an agent in
the past has been one of the 'weak spots
ill connexion with the proper dealing
with our produce. The officer whom the
Government propose to appoint will, I
understand, be more .of t.he character of
a general agent, who will look after the
products that are sent home, place them
on the market properly, have them dealt
with promptly, and see that the proceeds
are transmitted expeditiously to the
shippers. If this s'ystem is carried· out
efficiently, very great advantage must
accrue to the agricultural interests, and
will contribute to place our State in a
much better position than it has hitherto
oecupied. 'Vith regard to the increase of
rolling-stock, a matter which is also mentioned in His Excellency's speech, this is a
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qnestion which, for some time past, has not eastern side of the Goulburn. From my
received the attention which so important knowledge of the locality, I have no
a matter has deserv~d. 'I notice that. in hesitation in sayi~g t.hat it would be as
, His Excellency's Rpeech it is stated that a great a success as the Rodney Irrigation
large increase in this direction will be Trust, and with past experienee the
made.
This announcement will have Government will be able in cOllllexion with
given great pleasure to those engaged con- this new trust to guard against the
stantly in sending wood, grain, 'and other mistakes that have been made in the past.
commodities by rail, as for some time 'The Government are also to be congratupast there has been a very short supply of lated upon their proposalR in connexion
trucks. In the past., great d.ifficulty with the water supply scheme for the
has been experienced by agriculturists in northern portion of this State, where the
connexion with the carriage of grain by strugglillg farmer has experienced the
rail, people who have had grain to send. to greatest difficulty even to obtain sufficient
the sea-board having to suffer long delays water for domestic purposes. If honorbefore they could secure the necessary able members had seen train after train
~ransport.
In some cases they have leaving Bendigo with water tmcks,
been mulcted in losses, especially when and peoF,le waiting most anxiously
their contracts have specified that their at the different rail way stations to have
grain was to be delivered in a certain small supplies doled out to them, the
time, alld a great. deal ~f unpleasantness House, I am certain, would reeogllisc the
has arisen in consequence. The Govern- importance of something being dOlle ill the
ment, I notice, have already taken this direction indicated by the Govel'llment.
matter into consideration, and have In His Excellency's speech special refer, already ordered a proportion of the trucks ence is made to the consolidation of the
which fire needed. 'With the concurrence different Land Acts, and also to the importof Parliament, I understand, they in- ant questioll of forest consermtion.
tend to secure rolling,stock to equip the Both of these are matters of special
liues in various parts of the State, and I interest to those desirous of settling on.
am glad to find that this is one of the the land. rrho consolidation of the Land
foremost works which will be taken in Acts will enable anyone not aequainted'
hand. With regard to water supply and with our legi'31atioll on this subject to get
irrigation, this is a question which bas a much easier grasp of its true meaning.
been much debated. W'hilst irrigation I can congratulate the Government also
has not been a sllccess from a financial npon many of their other excellent propo-point of view, still it must be admitted that sals, which are of a progressive and liberal
it has been the canse of bringing the Goul- nature. These proposals deserve our careourn ValleJandother partsinto prominence. ful cOllsideration,' and, when carried into,
The Rodney Irrigation Trnst is one of the la W, w ill me of material bellefi t to the
best irrigation trusts in the State, and I State. rrhere is allothel' feature in Hle
have no hesitation in saying that a great speech to which I wish specially to refer,
future is in store for that part of the and that is the promised Mine~ Act, which,
country. One has only to visit Ardmona we ru!e told, is to effect some important
to see what is being effected by irrigation. amendments in our present legislation on,
This settlement is nearly all in small this subject. rrhis is a matter to which
holdings, the owners of which fnlly Mr. Burton, the Minister of Mines, has
recognise the advantages of irrigation. A given a great deal of time and considerasight of the orchards, the vineyards, and tion, and I feel satisfied that from, the
the lucerne paddocks will be most con-' great interest h<§ takes in the mining invincingto those who arenot conversant with d llstry, and his thorough sympathy with
this matter as to the many advantages the miner, neither the mine-owner nor the
which are to be derived fro,m the practical minenvill have canse tocomplain of his proadoption of this system. Not only has posals. At the same time, I would strongly
irrigation Leen the means of keeping urge UPOIl. the Government that they take
these settlers on the land, but it has into early consideration the necessity of
further been the means of inducing many -con sol idating the variolls Mines Acts, as
Qthers to settle in the Gonlbllrn Valley. twey propose to do in connexion with our
I am glad to learn t.hat it is pro- land legislation.
In connexion with
posed to make an application for th0 for- Mining Acts, it is evon more difficult than
mation of an irrigation trl1st on the in connexion with the La.nd Acts to
U
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clearly define how one Act affects another.
"\Vith regard to the reclassification of
railway employes and. other employes in
the public service, this is a q uestioll'
which has engaged the attention of seveml
Governments, and I note that it has
not escaped the attention of the Government at present in power. It is really.
time that something was done to place
both the railway employes and the
public service on a proper footing, in order
to do away with the constant complaining. By this means the service will he
placed in a bettel' position from every
point of view.
Reference is made in His
Excellency's' speech to .the question of
municipal subsidies, and I am glad that
the municipalities are to receive additional
help to carry out important and urgent
works. In many parts of Victoria the
councils are unable to carry out these
works on account of their want of fnnds,
the prospects for some years not having
been good, and the people living in the
municipalities being unable to meet an
increased rate if imposed. I would have
been more content, however, if the Government could have seen their way to
make the grant to the subsidies £200,000
instead of £150,000.
An HONORABJJE MEMBER.-Where are
we to get the money from ~
'1'he Hon. J. STERNBERG.-\Ve
can get the money from the increased
revenue, for owing to the. prosperity of the
State the revenue is in a very satisfactory
condition. vYe ha've lat'gel' returns from
the railway and from all other sources of
revenue, and when that is the case surely
the country districts are entitled to some
consideration. On the question of tolls,
the imposition of which I notic.!'l the
Government propose to authorize, I am
afraid that the local councils will, in some
instances decline, and in other instances
be unable, to collect these charges. Is it
advisable, therefore, to revert to this'
method of collecting shire revenue, more
especially as these roads are feeders to our
mil ways, and bring a considerable increase
to our railwayrevenue? Railway extension
is a matter which I am pleased to know
will receive attention during the present
session. I hope to see legislat;ion passed
to authorize the construction of several
cross-country lines which will tend
improve the position of the people already
on the land, and will at the same time
induce a much closer :settlement. It is
the wish of us all to get some of those
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w.ho are living in the towns to settle 011
the land, and this can be best encouraged
by the construction of inland rail ways.
An extension of rail ways in this way will
also permit those at present on the land
. to send their. frni.ts and ot.her p.erishable commodities quickly to market,
instead of their being compelled to allow
the fruit to 'drop off the 't.rees in the
orchards, owing to its being of no co 111mel'cial value through the impossibility of
forwarding it to market. In conclusion,
I would say that, taking· the programme
of the Government as a whole, it contains
a number of really excelltmt proposals,
many of which I hope to see placed on the
statute-book. I am convinced that if we
endeavour to carry out the principal pro~
posals c€mtained in His Excellency's
speech, the prosperity of the State must
follow as a natural seq uence. I thank
honorable members for the attention with
which they have listened to my remarks,
and I feel snre that, with the assiotance of
Divine Providence, we shall experience a'
prosper-ous year.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-On the
present occasion I think it hut right that
I should allude to the serious loss that this
House has sustained in its debatillg power
by the elevation of several of its members
to the Federal Parliamen.t. '1'he twenty
years' experience of such gentlemen as
the ~on. Sir Frederick Sargood, the Hon.
Sir \Villiam Zeal, . the Hon. S. VV. Cooke,
the Hon. S. Fraser, and others was of
great value to this Chamber and of assistance to honorable members in diseussil.1g
important subjects which from time to
time occupied their attention. The indefatigable Sir Frederick Sal'good and t.he
careful alld eloquent Mr. Cooke were the
pride of the House. These gentlemen
had laboured before us for many years.
It is most extraordinary that three gentlemen who bad been members of this House
and had been regarded as conservative in
their vilnvs, because they maintained the
rights-and privileges of the LegislativeCouncil, should have been returned at the head
of the poll when seeking election for the
Ferleral Senat~. These champions of the
so-called immovable conservatisql, if they
went nervously to the poll, had had some
of their points of usefulness recognised by
the public. It should be an encouragementtohonorable members not to be afraid
to express their views even though it should
appear for the moment that their opinions
were adverse to the democratic ideas. I
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desire to congratulate you, Mr. President, be difficult to find in the Imperial Parliaon the very ,important position you now ment. But we ha.ve so degenerated in
hold. Yonr elevation to the chair will be the opinion of the Government that we
a loss to the House, inasmuch as you can- are told t.hat, owing to our prejudices and
not give us that great assistance Ol~ the to our incapacity to deal with the reforms
floor of the chamber whichyon have been that are required to.day, it is necessary
accustomed to do since vou obtained a to remit the subject of constitutional reseat in this House . Your removal from form to an outside body.
I regret that
taking an active part in debate will be the Government have formed such a poor
felt throughout the. whole of Victoria. opinion of honorable members, and of a
But, at the same time, we are unitedly House that has such a splendid history
proud to have you in your present high and that has contained many eminent
These men served their country
position. Before dealing with the pro- men.
p~sals contained
in t.he Lieutenant- 'with honour and with credit, and did so
Governor's speech, I wish to explain that, without receiving any pay for' their atwhile sitting on: the left of the President's telldance. They performed their dlJ-ties,
chair, I am not in opposition to the Go- as legislators for the mere honour of .thevernment. I am merelv the same freeposition, and to gratify their patriotic
lance as of yore. The "Government has feelings. But these men, notwithstandprepared a usefnl programme of business, ing the value of their past services, are
but many of the proposals have been now to be denied the right of dealbefore Parliament for many years. The ing withthisqncstion nntil it has been
convention: proposal, however, is a matter sent to them by some man in the street
upon, which some light ought to have been whom the electors choose to appoint to
thrown by the gentlemen who have pre- the cOllvention. How can the members
ceded me. I hope that the representa.tives of the convention, who have bRen outside
of the Ministry will take an early oppor- politics, properly deal with the complex
tunity of informing the House exactly question of constitutional reform that we
what is meo.nt by this convention pro- have been studying for so many years ~
position. The convention proposal is the Is it to go down to history that hOl'lOrable
ke1'nel of the Government. programme, members of this Honse and of another place
and honorable members are entitled to are incompetent to deal with this queslearn something further abolltit from the tiol1 ~ I know of no reason why I should
Solicitor-General. Allusion is made in the delegate the .functiolls that I have the
speech of tbe LietLtenant-Governor
the honour to hold, and have held for the last·
large amount that.. will have to be paid twenty yeilrs, that I should delegate them.
annually in connexion with old-age pen- to men to be elected for a few months,
sions.
l'11e House was informed last who would propound ~t schemo of reform
session that about £50,000 or £60,000 and then retire from public life. The
would be a.tuple. for this purpose, but the Government asserts that honorable memdemands npon the rrl'easul',Y have very bers cannot properly adj udicate on the
1a.rgely exceeded that sum, showing that question of constitutional reform. I do
the Government have been very much not know what object is behind this, as
astray in their calculations. Hevel"til1g far as we are concerned, but it may be
to the question of the proposed conven- that it is desired to effect a change in the
tion, it is extraordinary that members ')f franahil:le of voters of. this Chamber
the present Parliament should make a or in the q nalification of the members.
charge, to be written in the political 'Vhen Sir Henry Cuthbert 'vent to Sydhistory of Viotoria., that the Government ney to assist in framing a Commonwoalth
wonldnot trust Parliament to reform Bill, what did he assent to as the qualifi'fhat is the charge which cation for membership of the Senate ~
itself.
is made against a Parliament that l'he qualifications of ~a senator are as
has a world's history for progress, and follow :for power, and also for its liberal views as
(1) He must he of the full age of 30 years, and
well as for its. intelligent and practical must, when chosen, be an elector entitled to
work.
Members of the HonBe of Com- yote in some State. at the election of melllber~ of
mons who have visited these shores, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth, and must have been for five years at
notably Sir Charles Dilke, and others, least
a resident within the limits of the Comhave publicly stated that there were mem- monwealth as existing at the time when he is
bers of this. House whose equal it ,yould chosen.
oJ
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(2) He must be either a natural born subject
of the Queen, or a subject of the Queen
naturalized bv or under a law of the Parliament
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, or of the Parliament of one of the said
colonies, or of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, or of a State, at1east fi"e years before
he is chosen.

It is notieeable that there was not a word
said either by the mover or the seconder
of the motion, or by any of the representatives of the Government. in this
House about the future qualifications of
members or of voters of the Legislative
'Conncil of Victoria.
Is the whole thing
~cut and dried for the so-called convention 1
After these centuries of parliamentary life
anci
parliamentary rule
in
Great
'Britain, the people of England are
part a.nd parcel, and the British race
are part and parcel of the parliamentary
·'System.
There is but one record in
my memory of a convention
in
~onnexion with the political history
of Englaud. Honorable members have
doubtless heard of the Barebones
Parliament.
There was a convention
. at that time, but it was not au electi ve one.
It was a mere nominee
'''ibody, but it was a convention all the
same. It was called the" Commonwealth
COllvention," and no doubt. those who are
now advocating it convention in connexioll
'with the Victorian Parliament took their
The
ideas from what occnrred then.
convention to which I am referring came
to an untimely end by committing suicide.
·It came to a dC"ad stand· still because the
''Votes were 54 and 56 in regard to a proposal placed before it. The members of
the cOllYent.ion forthwith went to the
'great Oliver Cromwell and tendered their
resignatiofls, and that was an end to the
only convention ever heard of prior to
the presellt proposal. Perhaps Sir Henry
'Cuthbert, who is doubtless a better
"historian than I am, may be able to
'point to another instance of a convention.
Some honorable members seem to think
that the convention is something entirely
new. It has been started as a popular
It. has been said that the
cry.
Government went to the country on
the proposal, and that, the people approved of it. It is noticeable, however,
that Sir George Turner and another of
his colleagnes who was most prominent in
advocating the reform of the Constitution by means of a convention have
since then climbed up Jacob's ladder, and
after getting aloft left their mantle to the
lIon. D. Melville.
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present Premier and his co1leagues to
carry out. 'When the Solicitor-General
went' to the western district a few
months ago to seek re-election he was not
able for a long time to make up his mind
which side he was on. Of course I
realize that the Government has a
difficulty ill dealing with this matter,
because the Solicitor,·General knows that
he will be in a minority when the proI
posel comes before th~s Chamber.
sympahhil'le with him in his predicament,
but it is useless shutting my eyes to the
fact that no honorable member outside
those representing the Government has
had anythillg to say in favour of this
extraordinary experiment. If this is the
ease the Government are asking members
to take part. in what must be merely a
tremendous waste of time. If the
Government really wish to reform the.
Constitution, why does it not bring forward
a Bill setting forth the lines lipon w.hich
it desires to have the Council reconstituted 1
It is onr desire, and has been our. desire
and suggestion to the Government, to lower
the qualification of members to the ratepRyers' roll and to lower the qualification
of votere. Will it be charged against the
Honse that it is indifferent to the work of
reforming itself 1 Surely no member who
is acquainted with the history of the
debates in this Chamber will for one
moment suggest that the House has not
at all ti~nes, when any member brought
forward any ullltion tending in that direc·
tion, gi ven it t he fullest consideration. I
read now, for the information of the
Solicitor-General, that in October, 1895,
I moved in tbe Honse as follows:That, in the opinion of this House, with the
view of securing a wider selection of experienced representath-es for this Chamber-(l)
the present property qualification of members
should be reduced to £500 real estate and the
assessment to £50 per annum, and any member
having been twice elected should not be required to declare as to property; (2) that the
deposit money, on nomination, should be fixed
at £50; (3) that a re-arrangement of some of
the provinces should be effected, to secure a
more equal representation of t.he voters.

That was discllssed for two or three
nights, and no one could read the
Hansard debates without feeling that the
House had a fair and reasonable expeetation that in a very short time it would
be placed in closer touch with the people.
We have all this last session invited the
Government to bring about this. vYby
was there not one short line ill the Governor's speech, that the Solicitor-General
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would bring down such a measure ~ The
Government proposed a convention, and
that means that the cOLlvention is to be
°elective, and that it must be composed of
outsiders. A democracy t,hat goes for
labour men and all the newer fads, would
not be particular that there should be no
Members of Parliament on it. Do you
think that auy scheme a convention could
devise in a few months would get through
both Houses of Parliament ~ I consider
that this proposal of the convention is
only put forward to keep up a continuous
fire between the two Houses, and that
there is no sincerity in the cry for reform.
My firm conviction is, thatL if the Government boldly came down with a measure of
reform that it thought suitable to the requirements of the country, that measure,
if at all reasonable, would pass this House
within a fortnight. There was a sort of
bold statement made that nobody desires
the abolition of one House Ot· the other.
What do they desire ~ "'\¥hat is the nature
of the reform they desire? Has any member of the Government who addressed the
House on this subject shown ill what
direction reform is desired? ",\¥hy does
not the Government t.rnst. its secrets to
the Houses of Parliament, and let us
sec what both Houses will go fod
If the abolition of the Upper House is
desired, I will say that the tendency in
Great Britain and everywhere to-day all
over the" orld is exactly in the opposite
direction. In twenty yeara I have had a
large experience of the men who have
been ill this Chamber, and I am surG the
most important legislation wOllld have
been passed if they had been encouraged
to initiate it. As an illustration, take
what is known as the London County
Council, which was a conservative bod'y
when it began. That council has plunged
into the most ardent and democratic work.
The members do not even charge the
State for their luncheons-they pay for
them out of their own pockets, and show
that, although conservatives, they can do
the best work.
They have fairly
astonished both America and the world by
the llsefulness and progressive character
of the work they have accomplished. In
the Porum, which is an American
magazille, there is an article entitled" How' London was saved." In this
_article the follo\~'ing appears : -
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city, which includes the purchase of 225 acres
of land just outside London, on the north, alld
the creation of a veritable garden city to
accommodate 42,500 persons in beautiful cottages. In the middle of this model city, a city
without a slum or a private landlord, a site
will be preserved for shops and public buildings, including a free library already pr0luised
by Mr. Passmore Ed wards, and near by a
gently undulating open space, with the river
meandering through it, will be laid out as a
public peLrk. With the council's street railways extended to the estate and with workmen's trains on the adjacent steam railways,
at four cents for the round trip to the centre -of
London, 10 miles away, it is certain that the
scheme will relieye the over-crowding, which is
one of London's most perplexing soci:tl
problems.

Here are business men working in the
public interest just as we are doing now.
They have the power in their hands.
How are they using it? There is a list
of the works, the result of their patriotism. In my career I have seen many
honorable members, some of them now
gone, and gone with regret, such as the
late Mr. James Service, and even the late
Mr. 'Osmalld, who in the other States
had acquired property worth £200,000.
The experience that Mr. Osmand acquired
made him a worthy member of this House;
still he had to sit quiet and only do the
work assigned to him. I can remember
that 'two or three years ago I had a committee appointed to assist in bringing
about one of the greatest movements engaging the world at that time. The committee was asked to investigate thequestion
whether the Hew rail ways we were constructing should not be worked with the
new power of electricity. Many other such
practical proposals might emanate from
this Honse. Why are we prohibited? It
has been a tantalizing academic debating
society, holding set ideas. Never was I
more certain than I am now that there
was -never less occasion for this cO11\'e11tion. Both HOllses are to be pnt into this
crucible. The numbers of members are to
be reduced. 'rhere is 110 room for the reanction of the number of members of
either House.
Do not the public
know that the work of Parliament is increasing, in consequence of the new ideas
as to social government? '1'here will be
no room whatever for a disturbance of the
members of either House. With these
views I am exceedingly desirous to at once
make known to the Government that it is
a waste of time to propose a reform by
In February of this year the council
means of a convention. Let the Governannounced its grandest scheme for municipal
honsing, the largest ever contemplated by any _ment boldly take up legitimate work, and
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say what the country wants. If they do
not know what the people want, they
ought to know. It is a mere continuance
of the old song to have some disturbance
with the Upper Chamber. There is ttmple
work for us to do in rail ways and irriga- _
tiol1, and in the great and important
problems that are before the country, bt'lt
there is no time to bother with conventions. I hope honorable members will
stand shoulder to shoulder with many
members in the other Chamber, and insist in opposing this proposal, unless some
good reason can be shown in favour of it.
Let the State Parliaments stand as thev
have stood, and I have no fear of the co~
tinued prosperity of all the States.
The Hon. W·. H. EMBLING.--I am
very much obliged to Mr. Melville for his
outspoken opposition to the cOllvention,
and I feel that there is no need to say
more than that \\'e agl'oe with him in
everything he said about it. It is the
omissions in His Excellency the Lieutenant·Governor's speech that trotlble me.
'Ye are now at the parting of the ways,
and we have handed over to the Cornmonwealth those departmeflts that produce
great revenues, and we have great
obligations, and yet the speech does not
seem to say from one end to the. other
that the're is al'lY necessity for economy at
all. 'Ve have promises of grants to ml.1nicipalitiesand for old~age pensions; promises for an expenditure which amounts to
hundreds of thousands of pounds, and I
want to know where the money is to come
from. ').1he1'e is only one way of raising that
money-and that is by direct taxation.
That direct taxation comes upon those
who are unable to bear it-propertyowners, land-owners and wage-earners.
Hete comes in t.he question about what
they call reforming this Honse. 'rhey
are going to incur additional expenditure
in every possible way. It will be remem.bered that when the Old-Age Pensions
Bill was brollghtup, we were laughed at
when we said the scheme would cost over
£300,000 a year, and now we are calmly
informed that we must provide the money.
The Government ptoposes to ineur additional eApenditnre, which must fall upon
our constituents, and it is, therefore, most
important that the status of this House
should be preserved. vVhen people talk
about destroying or annihilating the
Upper House, they forget that we were
created by the Government of England,
~u1d by the people of Victoria, for a

Add1'ess in Reply.

certain pmpose. If we do not fulfil thllt
purposE', we have no right to be here. The
other House represents the whole State,
and has the cont.rol of the expenditure, but
this House from the very beginning was
placed in a position of being trustee for
the propett.y-ownel's and the land-owners
of this State-to see that 110 undue impost
was placed upon them, without vcry
ca'reful cOlll:lide'r8Jtion. At this very time,
when large expenditure is proposed by the
Government, it is proposed to reform our
House by means of a cOllvention. PersonaI1y, I have no objection, but I should
not be doing my duty as trustee if Ioverlooked the rights of our constituents.
Side by side with the idea of increased
expellditute, which may mean increased
taxation, we have the idea of the convention to be created by manhood suffrage,
and which shall alter t.he position of this
House. Before that is allowed, we .ought
to consult our own constituents. Iil
another place they talk very loudly about
consulting the people, and they tell us
that the voice of the other House is
the voice of the people, but I can ten
them that a la.rge number of those
gentlemen ollly represent a minority. of
the constituents, :1nd that therefore they
they have no more right to speak ·on behalf of the whole people than we h:1ve
who represent the ratepayers only. ·When
they pr0pose to make a crucial :1lteration
in the Constitution we ought to have a
voice in the matter, and it ought not to
be left entirely to the Ministry and the
proposed convention.
I hope Mr. Melville will be a v:1liant soldier in the future,
and that the Convention Bill will get snch
a reception that it will never be brought
here again. 'Ve arc told in one section of
the press that this House will not reform
itself. They never say that another place
will not Tefol'ITl itself, and yet one does not
like to cast a slm upon his colleagues.
Thel;e are certain considerations that makc
it very de8irable that there should be no
alteration in the number of members or
the amoHnt of remuneration they receive.
rt is hardly fair for these mentors of the
press to say that the Upper House
al ways stands in the way of reform and
-the Lower Honse does not. If there .i::;
ntiy justice in the complaint it is n.pplicabJe to both Houses.
Who has reo'
formed this House in years gone by?
We had here, so they said, the most
conservative elective Upper House in the
world, and the most democratic lef1.cler
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of those times brought forward a most
democratic measure to reform it, and
this House accepted. it.
'What was
the resl'llt? Exactly what the democracy
This House became
did not 'desire.
stronger in the strength of increased
voting power, and in the' fact that more
men had joined it. 'Then the democracy
saw they had made a mistake, and were
sorry for it. They point to the Federal
Parliament. They say that that Parliament was created by meallS of a convention. They ask us to accept a cOllvention
without knowing ho',v it will result. It
is not known yet how two Houses elected
on the same suffrage will work when t.hey
come into contact with each other. It is
better for us to wait than to run the ris}\: of
attempting the experiment of the Federal
COllstitution. Bnt there is really no
analogy bet\veen the convent.ion proposal
for the creation of a Fedoral Parliament
an':l the COIl yen tion proposal for the reform of the State Parliament. 'Va had to
create a convention in the case of the
Federal Parliament, because the States
were separated, they were strangers unknown to one another, and some of them
were hostile to each other, and the
Parliaments of these States could not
meet the case.
"Te have our own
Parliament with both Houses "'orking
together amicably; they talk about deadlocks and difficulties between the two
Houses. I ha.ve been lline years in Parliament, and I know nothing about any snch
thing. It is ancient history. It is like
referring to t,he time when Henry VIII.
told the Parliament to pass what laws he
liked. There is no danger of a dead· lock
between these Houses, because this House
is so strong that the other House will not
raise a confl.ict. 'Ve ought to do Ollr
best fot' 0111' constituents and the couutry.
I ,need only refer honorable mern bers to
the Factories Act. If there was one
question that was debated between the
two Houses, tho Factories Act was the
one. It 'was Bot becanse we objected to
the Factories Act. T was one of those
who right through fought the battle dowll
to the very last stage. 'Vhat I wanted
was this. I said-" Before you bring in a
Factories Act, find out how much it is
wanted and what it is wanted for." The
stand which honorable members in this
HOllse took then is being proved now to '
have been the right one. The Factories
Act was begun with the humane idea t.hat
certain men and women in the trades wore
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being underpaid and overworked, and
should be protected j and, in order to do
so, it was necessary to bring them under
the Factories Act. But we said, "No;
before that is done find out whether it
is necessary." Honorable members in
another place said, "No j we will do
it first, and find outaftel'wards."
In this way the battle raged for some
time, but ultimately the two Houses met
in conference, when the matter was settled
, amicably and without allY trouble.
The Hon. N. LEYI. ......... Thel'e was ~ome
little trouble.
The Hon. \V. H. EMBLING.-No more
,crucial question could have been fought
out between the two Houses, nnd when
honorable members say that there is n,
danger of a dead-lock in regard to this
particular question, I can only say that,
in m'y opinion, there is no danger of a
dead-lock at all. 'Ve are a different House
at present froni the Honse that fought the
battle in days gone by.
They did their
work wisely and \vell.
But we have
different work to do, u;nd different COllstituencies to deal with. vVe are called
upon to do our work ill a different marmer,
and I hope that hOllorable members will,
dllringthis sessioll, see that we, as the representatives of the lllen who will have to
pay the taxes that must be imposed if the
measures of the Government are carried
into effect, know the, llature of those
taxes.
I do not know where they
will raise the money. A certain portion of revenue will certainly be returned
by the Federal Parliament.
In connexion with this subject of taxatirm, I notice that it is proposed to put;
on tolls again, to be collected by the
municipalities, in ordor to assist them in
rnaintn.ining the roads used by outside
people. 'With regard to the income tax,
I would like to say that, in 111y opinion,
the present tax is much too high. If we
had a war similar to that ill South Afrioa
it conld not be much higher. It is almost
the highest in the world. Then, with
regard to the land tax which is iu
operation at present, I\yould point out
that it was imposecl as an instrument of
punishment on laud-owners to make 'them
hurst up their lands. It had not the
desired effect, bnt it has gone on ever
since. The municipal taxos are increasing in every direct.ion, and I do not see
what the Government can do to raise
:Hlditional money, unless they take the
income tax in hand and do away with

102 Lie~ttenant-(]oveTnO?"s Speech.

[COUNCIL.]

the exemption, which they dare not do.
So it is a most serious matter for our
constituents to see that this Government
programme is ,'ery carefully considered.
Vve all want to help the municipalities,
and to help the old men and women
who
are starving, but
we
must
have the mouey before we can gi\'e
it ·away. VVe must not. rob Peter to
pay Pau1.
'Ye mnst be vcry careful
all through this session to sec that
~he Government measures are dealt with
in such a way when they come before
us that we shall know ,vhere, the money
is coming from before it is spent. As
regards the question of old-age pensions,
it is a quest.ion which has been a puzzle
and a difficulty to the ablest men of onr
time for many years past. It has not yet
been sol "ed in older countries by wiser
heads than ours. The axiom that" Fools
rush in where a1.lgels fear to tread" has
been carried ont here; and instead of the
£75,000 we were told it would cost being
incurred, we are face to face with the
expenditure of an enorrnoul') amount of
money. I do not see what this Government or any Government can do in the
face of that position. They cannot very
well restrict it, and the only way ill
which the proposals can be carried out is
by 9.dditional taxation being imposed. I
do not \vant to refer to many other
points
of the Lieutenant -Governor's
speech.
It is like all Governor's
speeches, and tries to bring in as many
subjects as possible.
As I said near
the beginning of my speech, it is the
omissions that touch me most. I was
very pleased indeed to see no reference
made to the question of women's suffrage
- a question so dear to my honorable
friend, M.r. Godfrey-on this occasion. I
hope we shall never see it again. Although
it has been stated that the Commonwealth
Parliament propose8 'to bring forward proposals to deal with t.he women's suffrage
question, it is a very ominous sign that the
intending members of the Legislative
Council, one and all, have dropped the
question of women's suffrage altogether.
I do not think any oue candidate for, the
elections in connexion with the Legislative
Council was ill favour of women's suffrage;
and, in reading the paper which has advocated the principle ot women's suffrage, I
was pleased to see that that paper stated
that, although the Council was bad, they
found that the constitllencies of the Council were just as bad. 'l'he fact appears to
Hon. W. H.Embling.
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be thu,t, as fill' as the Legislative Council
is concerned, we will not hear of it again.
I have no objection to htdies in the abstract,
but as voters I do not like them, and I am
very glad to see that the Government
have dropped the question.
There is
another omission to which I wish to refer.
The Government appointed a commission,
of which I was a member, which took a
great deal of trouble. to inquire into the
causes and cure. of inebriety. vYe sent
forward our report, and that report was
duly pigeon-holed, and nothing has been
heard of it since.
I think that is a
question which the Government ought to
ha\'e brought forward before many of those
that are mentioned in the LieutenantGoyernor's speech. I merely mention it
because I feel in is very disheartening for
a member of a Hoyalcommission to know
that his work hus been entirely useless.
The same thing occurred with regard to the
commission appointed to inquire into the
question of old-age pensions. That body
brought forward suggestions which were
carefully considered, but which were
ignored by the Government. The Government went theil' own way-and their way,
I think, was a ve'ry bad one. I only hope
that when dealing with the question of
inebriety, consideration will be given to
the report furnished by the Hoyal commission, as it is one which if carried
out will have a very good effect
lIpon
the
people
of
Victoria.
I
would like to point out to honorable
members that we must never forge~ that
every proposition brought. before ns for
expenditure of money by this Uovernmen t means increased taxation to our
corlstituents. Our constituents will have
to bear the burden of taxation to a
very great extent, excep.t as to the
moneys we have returned from the Federal
Government. It is Ollr duty to conserve
the interests of onr constituents. If we
cannot do that, then it icr our duty to
lea.ve this Chamber. 'With regard to the
proposal for 11 convention for the purpose
of bringing ahout a reform in connexion
with Parliament, I agree with my honorable friend Mr. Melville that Parliament
is quite capable and willieg to carry out
any necessary reform itself.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. -- I was
pleased to see r.hat neither the proposer
no·r the seconder of this motion could
see his way to snpport. the Government in the convention propo:::a1.
I
think it would be a good thing if
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the suggestion of Mr. Godfrey, that
the Government before attempting the
convention proposal should send up a
Reform Bill in order that, if possible, it
might be adopted, were carried out. The
objectiolls to the con velltion have been
so well discussed that I propose to say
very little about them. But there is one
thing in conn ex ion with the labours of
the last convention that I think might be
pointed out.. In th~ Constitution which
was framed by that body there are provisions included for reforming that Constitlltion. Now, what would be said if a
change were thought desirable, and if
there was an outcry for a convention in
order to effect that change without making any attempt under the provisions
under that Constitution to .effect the refOl'lll ~ 'Ve are in the same position with reference to the State Parliament as the Commonwealth is under its Constitution. 'Ve
have provisiollS for reform. Under those
provisions alterations have been made to
a very great extent. The qualification of
members of both Houses has been altered,
and the qualification of electors of
both Houses has been altered more than
Ol1ce. And what is there in the indicated
changes that Parliament cannot as well
deal with as it has done with changes
in the past 7 I do not think it necessary
to go into the objections to the convention
just now, because the proper time for that
will be when we get a Bill. But there are
one 01' two matters in the LieutenantGovernor's. speech which I would like to
touch upon. There is a reference made to
the increase in the rail wa.y returns which
I think is somewhat misleading, becanse it
says that the revenue has increased by
£250,000. Bnt it does not point out that
probably more than four-fifths of that
was used lip in obtaining the increased
revenue, so t hat the net increase, instead
of being £250;000, would be something
like £50,000. Reference is made to the
increased rail way revenue,' probably as a
reason for the increased expenditure which
i::l also indicated in the speech. I have 110 objection to the increased grant of £150,000
to the municipalities if the mOlley is
available and can bo provided withont
extra taxation. But itmnst, Le remembered
that the late Premier.(the Right Honorable
Sir George Turner) promised a reduction
in the income tax. I tbink that was
abouttwQ :years ago. After that it was
fouHd necessary to incur expenditure in
connexion with the contingents, which
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expense was charged to the re\'enue of the
year, and it became impossible f9r the
McLean Government, durillg the year they
held office, to carryon t the promise of the
previous Premier a.nd make the reduction.
But since then the Right Honorable Sir
George Turner came back to offi~e, and
the present Premier was a member of his
Government-one of the Government who
made this pledge-and I say that it is the
first duty of his Government to make a
reduct.ion in the income tax before they
talk about increased expenditure. It wiiI
be the duty of this House, before it
sanctions any increased expenditure, to
see that the money is available to provide
fol' it, because if we vote for the o,xpenditure first we will then have put ourselves
iti the position of having to vote for
taxation. It must be remembered that
in futnre all revenue .which the State will
receive-all that it d~es not derive from
the Commonwealth Government-will be
by means of direct taxation, and that that
direct taxation is always of such a llaturo
that it is paid by the electors for this
House. It is nO.t shared in by those electorR who vote at the elections for the other
Honse, but who have no votes at the
elections for members of this Chalf.ber.
Therefore, it is more 0111' dutv than ever
to see that no expenditure i; sanctioned
until the revenue is there to meet it.
Then, with reference to the subject of oldage pensions, it seems to have come upon
the Government as a surprise that the very
small smil of £75,000, which it was anticipated would be sufficient to meet the
claims, did not hlSt them for the six
monthl:; for which it was obtained. It was
pointed ont clearly in this House, especially by Sir Frederick Sargood, that it
'''ould take a sum ranging np to as much
as £600,000 to provide for the old .. age
pension.:; on the basis indicated by the
Government at the time. Instead of
limiting the amount to 7s. a week, they
raised it to lOs.; and t hell instead
of endeavourillg to limit the sum to be
USed by their regulations they seem to
have .offered
encouragement .to all
the inmates of the benevolent asylums to
leave thm;e institutions iu order t? get the
pensions. What is the result ~ Many of
them, who are more in the nature of
children, and very young children so far
as ability to take care of themselves is COtlcerned, obtained these pensions, left the
asylums, and, conseqnently, only survived
a short time afterwards. It is about the
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most cruel thing that can be done to
allow a person 80 years of age to leave an
asylum, where he is cared for, and
live on an old-age pension of lOs. per
week. It must also be remembered that
the Government not only contempbted
the payment of lOs. per week, but
actually sent in a Bill to this House providing that people of the age of 60
were to send in their claims. If that
llfovision had been adopted where would
honorable members have been? It was
pointed out in this chamber at the time
that Bill was introduced, that by inviting
applications from people of 60 years of age
a promise wonld be virtually held out to
tho so people that at some time or other they
wonld get a pellsion. 'Vhy, if old-age
pensions at the age of 65 will use up
£600,000 per annum, how much would
pensions at the age of 60 use up ~
Sir HENRY C()'l'HBER'l'.-It would probably amuunt to something like £800,000
a year.
'fhe HOll. J. M. DAVIES.-Unless the
Government frame a Bill th3,t will in
some way encourage th~ift, by providing
that the pellsion~rs in the future will to
some extent contribute towards the pensions, 01' unless they provide for the pension
in some way being made up by a tax that
will press upon the people generally, there
does not seem to me to be any way by
which we would be justified in providing
an amount to pay an old-age pension based
on the lines of tbe Government regulations. Mr. Sternberg spoke about it consolidation of the Land Acts. I think s:uch
a. step is a1Jsollltely necessary,bllt why is
there not to be a, consolidation of all
the statutes ~ It will be remembered that
when the last consolidation took place in
1890, it was intended that there should
bo a reconsolidation overy ten years.
It is now eleven years since then, and there
are many other Acts besides the Mines Acts
and Land Acts which are in need of consolidation. Look at the Factories Acts.
Can anybody-could any layman, at any
rate -get at the meaning of the Factories
Acts? I think there are some six or seven
Acts. - They are not successive Acts with
a few provisions, but they are Acts Hmen,ding or repealing so many \vords in previous
Acts, and substituting others, so that
unloss you patch them together it is
, almost impossible to tell wli3.t the law is.
Then the Companies Act is a puzzle, and
so -is the Local Government Act. These
are Acts which require to be patch-worked
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togtlther in order to find out what is COlltained ill them. The only way to find out
what the law really iR, is to -take a section
and makE: the
necessary alterations
brought about by subsequent legislatiol1.
It was proposed by Sir Frederick Sargood at
one time, in this House, that every llew
Bill, instead of being an amending Bill,
should b~ -a repeal of the previous Act,
and a l'e-enacting of the new measure altogether. He also pointed out that it would
be a good thing if the old Acts could be
kept in type for that purpose, but it
was found that it would be too expensive.
It is not only necessary in the interests
of the legal profession alllcl Judges, but of
the public generally, that there should be
a recoHsolidat.ion of tho statutes every
ten years. I notice that there is to be a Bill
introduced dealing with the H.ailwa.y Lands
Acquisition Act. 'Well, I think that is
necessary. It will be remembered that in
a great many old grants there were provisions that the Cro\\'n might resume land
for pul)lic purposes, or for certain public
purposes, without paying any compensation. Now, I do not suppose anyone
dealing with land that' has been brought
under the Transfer of Land Acts ever
dreams of looking at the original grant.
Trllstees lend money on the security of
these lands, and solicitors a.cting for
them pass the titles. Yet it is quite possible that under a provision in the old
grant, that land may be resumed and no
compensation paid.
It happened in
conncxioll with the land thr<?ugh which
the Lilydale and Warburton Railway
passed, that all the old grants which
contained these provisions were looked up,
and those la1lds were resumed without
pt\yment of any compensation. It might
happen that an expensive building was
erected on the land which \vas required
for railway purposes, and it seems
to be a mon~trous thing' that that land
should be taken. The provision was
always looked upon as being' a dead
letter. I trllst that the Government,
in introducing the Railway Lands Acquisition Bill, will insert a provision dealing
with that particular matter. There are tI,
great many other matters which might be
touched upon, but I always look upon the
debate on the address in reply ill this
House as not being of milch use, because
we have never, so far as I know, suggested
an amendment. If it were the practice, I
:;;hollld not have had the slightest hesitation in proposing an addition to the motion
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to inform the Government that we did not
approve of the proposal for a convention.
The HOll. T. Do~rLING rose to
speak.
The Hon. F. S. GRIM'VADE.-I would
. like to a::;k, as there is no member of the
Government present, whether we should
not adjourn 1 I think that if there is any
reason why the representatives of the
Government should be absent we should
adjourri until they a.re at liberty to attend
the chamber.
The Hon. n. REID.-I think it would
be disconrteoLls for 'us to adjourn, seeing
that the other place has suspended its
sittings, and the members of the Government in this Chamber have been called
upon to attend a consultation. However,
a.s O1)e of the representatives of the Government has now entered the chamber, perhaps Mr. Grimwade will see the desirability
of continuing the debate.
The PRESIDENT.-I would point out
that Mr. Dowling is in possession of the
Chair.
'fhe Hon. T. DO'VLING.-I rise with
mixed feelings in addressing the House
to-night. I do not know whether it is the
effect of old age creeping on me, but
somehow or other I cannot reconcile myself to the new condition of things in this
new chamber. I miss the faces of those
gentlemen who have bee"u so long with
us, and who have recently gone to attend
to duties in conncxioll with the Federal
Parliament. I wonld not for one moment
wish them back here again, but I do feel
that we have suffered a loss in their departure" whilst the Commonwealth has
received a gain. The feeling of sadness
is intensified with me for the reason that
I miss the little cornel' in which I satduring
a period of some sixteen or seventeen years
ill the old Legislative Council chamber. I
think I may make up my mind that I
will not be able to occupy it any more. I
feel as if the manager of Scott's Hotel, at
which I have been accustomed to stay for
so many years, had intimated to llle that,
on account of the place being full, he had
succeeded in getting me quarters in St.
Kilda. I am glad to see that we still
have in our midst men who will most
decidedly maintain all the privileges of this
House; who will safeguard the Oonstitution under which we live; and \vno will
carry ont the business of this Cliamber in
a proper manner. I seldom feel disposed
to criticise the address in reply in a
general way; I always feel inclined to
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wait till the measures set out in it come
before us. But in the speech which. has
been presented to us I {ind a number of
things which, in !Uy opinion, are inimical
to the best interests of the country, and in
regard to which I would like to offor a
few remarks. "Thile there is milch that
is good in it, tho evil seems to overshadow all that is good. 1£ we glanc6
towards the end of the speech we will
find there that it is proposed to introduce
a Bill for the abolition of trading
conpons. "\Vhy 1 Is it becanse those
who are forced to make their purchases
in small amounts should be debarred
from having a small discount allowed
them 1 I do llOt see why a cash purchaser of goods to the value of lOs.
should be precluded from obtaining the
benefit of a discount any more than a
purchaser who expends £10. I find that
the coupon system in connexion with the
firm of Messrs. George and George has
been a grand Sllccess, and that it has had
a tendency to do away with the credit
system. It gives those people who have
. to make small purchases an opportunity
of receiving the same discount as the
large purchasers. I trnst that when that
Bill comes before this House it will
. receive its quietus. I also notice that it
"is proposed to iL1troduce legislation to
pi'ovide for the establishment of a
system of tolls to be collected by
the municipalities.
Are we going
hack to the dark ages 1 Is it possible that
in" this twentieth century we are to have a
system of tolls re-established 1 I hope the
municipalities of this country will combine and resist the introduction of any
such system. The reason is because it
will affect the country districts in n.
manifestly unjnst manner, while the
shire councils situated neal' the sea-board
will reap the benefit of snch a system, inasmuch as they will be able to collect
"tolls from the traffic on their main roads
on prod nee which is being carried to the
"sea-board.
I think it is monstrous,
unjust, and unfair that the people in the
country districts who have to pay municipal rates should be compelled, when they
come down to the sea-board, to pay t-olls.
I think that it would have been better
had the Government, instead of submitting the present proposals in connexion
with this question to the House, taken
away from the municipal councils the
subsidy and undertook the making
and maintaining of the roads' as
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they did
originally. But even if
they did so, I question very much if they
would do it so well as the councils d(\ it.
Anything would be better than the toll
system proposed here; 'When the shire
councils were first established, the Government of the day took control of all
the main roads of the colony.
Subsequently, when the local bodies decided to
take over these matters, the Government
very liberally stepped in and said they
would subsidize those mlluicipalities at
the rate of £2 or £3 for every £1. That
is the origin of the subsidy. The shires
have been subsidized ever since, and for a
shire to be called on to collect tolls
would be manifestly unjust and unfair.
The next thing that I notice in His Excellency's speech is one which, with the exception of the constitutional question, is
perhaps the most important dealt with.
It is in cOIlnexioIl with the finances of this
country-a question with which, I am
sorry to say, this House has not much to do.
On this subject His Excellency statesMy advisers recognise the need of extreme
caution in dealing with the finances of the
~tate at this transition period of its history,·
and they feel that this careful policy will have
to be continued until the amount of revenue
likely' to be received from the Federal Treasury
can be more accurately estimated.

This is oue of the most ililportant pro-'
blems that can engage the attention of
the State Parliament during the present
session. It does not require much acumen
or much foresight to form an idea as to
what 0111' income will be.
'rVe cannot
expect to get from the Federal Parliament
any more than we formerly obtained from
the Customs in the way of indirect taxation.
This will be abont £2,000,000.
From
the territorial revenue and the vHrions
other sources of revenue we mav receive
£4,000,000 'lllore.
That will make
£6,000,000. But we shall require at
the very least £7,500,000. How is that
money to be raised ~
That is the great
question which ,"v'ill have to be decided in
the future, and upon which depends the
prosperity 01' otherwise of this country.
The next item, that in l~eference to education, is one which I am very pleased to
notice. I feel that, as the State has
undertaken the instruction and education
of the children of the country, it is the
State's duty to complete the education of
the children, and not leave them until
they. are qualified to obtain a living. For
that reason I think the Government will
deserve oredit if they carry out a system
Hon. T. Dowling.
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of technical education, as I am sure such
a system would be cond Llci ve of all good.
The children who are now growing up,
instead of going from the school to the
plough handle, as I myself did, or becoming apprenticed to some occnpation, leave'
school knowing nothing at all about work,
and are unable to earn a Ii velihood. The
conseq uence is that these young people
grow up and fill our cities with unemployed. '1'he subject of old-age pensions
is one which deserves everyone's attention.
It goes without saying that we all believe
it to be the duty of the State, and by the
State 1 mean the people, to take care of
the sick and the afflicted, to provide for
the aged and the infirm, and even more, to
provide also for the widows and orphans of
the soldiers who may fall in battle now
and in future times, while away fighting to
protect our lives and property. The only
question is as to the source from which
the money is to be deriv.ed to carl y ont
these duties. The universities mnst 1nt
be starved in order that our hospitals
may be nationalized, and all the funds
necessary for carrying on this work
obtained. I can see only one source from
which the money required can be derived,
and th~t is from the savings of the whole
of the people. In relation to this mal ttr,
I feel that we are not at present doing
our duty. How can it be called t.aking
care of the infirm and a,ged by giving
them 7s. or 8s. a week, with which many
of them may go over the road and get
drunk ~ In my mind, to take Cttl'e of them
means to have an oyersight of them, as is
done by t.he Old Colonists' A~~ociation
wit.h the people whom it protcc s-to
provide the old men and women with a
comfortable place in which they may live,
with reasonable means of access and
egress, but where they will be ullder
kindly surveillance. To this proposal it
is objected that it would be charity. I
fully recognise that these men, no matter
what their antecedents may have been,
have been one of the factors in the production of the wealth we now enjoy, and
I say that they are entitled t.o thia
charity, if honorable members choose
to call it so.
'Why object to the
word chfl,rity 1 Charity means love.
If you give' a man lOs. or £10,
that mnst be an act of :;harity. Cuns'equently, in this instan('o, I do not object
to the word charit.y, (wd I feel that any
scheme in connexiC'l1 with this matter to
be really effeC!f;,ivp, mllst be on the lines of

Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. [25

JUNE,

charging itself with the oversight and
care of these poor aged people. I now
come to the great q llestion of all, upon
which. I am almost afraid to speak,
because I feel that I am not able to
do justice to it., and that is t.he great cunstitutional question involved in the pronosal lor the reform of Parliament. I
have heard a good deal of the reform of
the Upper House, but not so much about
the reform of the other branch of the
Legislature. Dealing with this matter
candidly, I must say that I have come to
the conclusion that it is ono step in the
direction of sapping the principle of
representative government. In my mind
it is unconstitutional; it is un-Engli!:lh;
it is the most roundabout way to obtain
a thing that I can possibly conceive of.
'Ve are to have a convention elected by
the people. That is the first thing.
Then the matter is to Gome up to Parliament and be discussed ill Parliament.
Does that mean that tho scheme wLich
the cOllvention may prepare may be
amended 1 Then the scheme is to go
before the people. It is supposed that by
this means a way out of the difficulty will be
found. I feel that the tendency of the age
is to get rid of representative government.
I can see that tendency in 0111' municipal
councils, people q;oing over the heads of
their representatives in those bodies in
matters with which tllOse bodies have to
deal~ ancI coming direct to' Parliament.
I
can see the same people wishing to go
over tho heads of Parliament to the great
bedy of the people thomsel ves. It will
be a sorry day for this 01' any other
country if one iota or jot of tbe parliamentary system be avoided or surrendered. I feel as sure as I am here now
that the destruction of the representati ve
system would be but a step towards
anarchy. If we acquiesce in any shape
or form in any unconstitutional proceeding, we shall be doing what is wrong and
what the people of this cOllutry will for
ever regret. But what is the necessity
for the proposal in question 1 There is
none whatever.
It has been asserted
over and over again that the reasoll why
this convention is proposed is that Parliament itself will not undertake the necessary reforms. That reminds me of the
action of a man who was ill my employ,
and whom I told to move a stone out
of the gateway. "Mister, I can't move it,"
he replied, "it would take six bullocks to
do it." I asked him if he had tried and
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he said" No." "Come along with me,"
I said, "and we will try."
e did try, and
we lifted the stone. So in regard to the
question of reform of Parliament. I say that
we have tried seveml times and that we
have succeeded, for we have amended our
C0nstitution, and there is not the shadow
of a doubt about it, we can do it
again. My own idea on the subject is,
that a committee consisting of a few honorable members of this Honse should draw
up an amended 'Constitutional Rill on
something like these lines: that the ratepayers' rolls should be the .franchise, and
that the qualification for members should
be reduced, though I should not like it to
be lower than £50, and that, fUl'thermor~,
this House should have power of sending
back items in Money Bills for l'ec.onsid~ra
tion as the Senate does. But I would not
have the pro.vision that, if the two Houses
do not agree, the matter should be sent to
the pf'ople on a referendum.
I do not
want that. If the two HOllses cannot agree,
there should be some arrangement by
which the difficulty could be settled,
so that the voice of one Parliament
should prevail.
It has been said
that the Members of Parliament must
be reduced.
But if six Inembers were
taken out of this House, .1 should like to
know ill what way we should be better or
worse off than wo arc at present 1 I say
that there is safety in llumbel's, for as is
written in our old Honse of Parlin,ment.,
" in the multitude of counsellors there is
safety," and I do not think it is
worth while troubling this House to
effect a reduction of the members. My
view is that the House and the Go\'ernrnentshould take action upon tbesematters,
because it is evidently the will of the
people that chauges should be made in
the existing system. It has also been
said that alterations should be made in
the electorates. To my mind that is a
matter not worth consideration.
Some
honorable members talk abont keeping
in touch with their constituents, but to
my mind the members of this House have
a cOllstituency which is co-terminous
with the whole of Victoria, and our duty
is to watch the progress of events and the
trend of public opinion throughout the
whole State, ill order that we, the parliamentary representatives of the people,
mily give effect to that opinion accordingly.
'Vith these few remarks, I would tha~k
honorable members for the patient and
attentive hearing they have accorded me.

,V'

•

108

Libel on II is

[ASSEMBLY. ]

On the motion· of Sir HENRY
CUTHBERT, the debate wns adjourned
until the following day.
The House adjourned at sixteen minutes
to ten o'clock.

journal has a very large circulation........
in fact, it has a larger circulation than
any otber paper in Ireland, and has tremendous influence in different pal'ts of the

Empire.

Honorable members will be

aware of the action then taken, on the advice of the Chief Seyretary for Ireland, as
to the copies of that issue of that paper
LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1BLY. found within the precincts of the publisher's office. An article appeared in a
journal known as the Tocsin, circulating
last rrhursday morning in this city, and
covering this particular libel. I do not
The SPEAKER took the chail' at half- hesitate to say 011 reading i~ that it is a
past four o'clock p.m.
subterfuge to claim that i~ is done in the
interests of the freedom of the press to
NEW MEMBERS.
circulate and spread this libel, which no
The SPEAKER announced that since other journal in the British Empire 11aS
the last 'meeting of the House he had ever att~mpted to do. I desire to make
received returns to writs issued by him a full statement with regard to the views
for the election of members to serve in the that my colleagltes and myself hold. Last
Legislative Assembly for the electoral Thursday night: when I was just retiring
to rest, I was waited on by a representadistricts of Benalla and Yarrawonga
Footscray, Gippsland North, Gunbower, tive of the Arg~ls, who asked me if I had
and Talbot and Avoca, and that the seen the issue of the Tocsin containing the
indorsements on the writs showed that the libel. I had not seen it. He dire@ted my
following gentlemen had been duly elected attention to this particular article. I was
for those electorates respectively :-Mr. rather forcible in my expressions as' to the
'Villiam Hall, Mr. J. Fotheringham, Mr. views I held. rrhe gentleman who. interH. P. Keogh, Mr. John Cnllen, and Mr. viewed me was very conrteous, and I expressed the opinion to him that it would
George Mitchell.
be better that no statement should be
made in the next issue of the Arg'llS with
MEMBERS SWORN.
regard to the matter; and that I was not
~1r. Cullen and Mr. Keogh were then
a lawyer, and '1 could not say without
introduced and sworn. Mr. Shiels also consultation with the law officers of the
took and subscribed the oath required by Crown what were the best steps to be
hw.
taken. I said it would be better if it did
not appear, and public attention were not
LIBEL ON HIS MAJESTY rr:a:E KING. drawn to it until the Government had had
)11', PEACOCK.-Mr Speaker, since our
time to consider the matter. Anyhow,
last meeting honorable members are the journal published a statement with reaware that a libel on the King has been gard to the libel which appeared in the
published by a certain journal printed in Tocsin.
This was quite within its
this city, and known as the 11ocsin. I desire province; it is a matter of opinion
at the very earliest opportunity to make whether it should have done so or not.
a statement to the Honse with regard to It is to the credit of the newsvendors of
the attitude that the Government intends Melbourne, speaking generally, that, when'
to take on this question.
Honorable attention was called by the Melbourne
members may have seen from the press, press to the article in the Tocsin"
and possibly may have read since as to the although they had this journal on their
cil'cumstances under which certain copies shelves, they, or the great majority of them,
of a journal known as the Irish People, refused to dispose of it. and circulate it.
were seized by the order of the Chief Secre- Immediately on going to my office in the
tary for Ireland, and have learned of the morning, I had a consultation with the
subsequent discussion that took place on law officers of the Crown-the Attorneythe floor of the House of Commons. General and the Solicitor-General-to see
It is just as well to remember, in what powers we pOl3sessed with regard to
cOlluexion with the seditious libel that this matter. After discussing the quesappeared in that journal, that that tion, we found that even if we had the
j
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power--and my advisers said we bad
not-even if we had the power
of seizing the particulal' copies of the
Tocsin containing this libel, as was done
in Ireland, we were faced with the fact
that the paper had been circulated through
all its -regular" channels for 26 or 27
hours. The question as to whether we
should prosecute the publisher for the insertion of this matter was fully COIlsidered by us, and without in any way
saying that any prosecution should be instituted, we felt that to further spread the
seditious libel migh t be very inj ndicious
indeed. I feel that it would not be right for
me to authorize or iastruct any action to be
taken, for the reason that Parliament
should not ill any way be prejudiced in
dealing with this matter, as one of its
members was by the law. responsible,
and Parliament should not be hampered
in dealing with that question in
whatever way it
seemed, best to
Parliament by the Government. intercephng and taking any executive action.
For it might then be said with some degree of truth, that if we took any action
immediately, su far as a prosecutioL1 was
concerned, members here on contemplating
it at their first meeting might have
felt that they would be hampered
in
dealing
with
the
matter.
Now, I want to mention allother
question: I am not enabled to indicate to
the House fully the whole terms of the
secret and confidential cablegram we asked
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor
to send to the Secretary of State, and the
reply Mr. Chamberlain sent to His
Excellency is marked "Secret and Confidentia1." For the present I am placed
in the position that I cannot disclose the
whole of t.he cablegrall1, nor the reply received. But, possibly, later on, I may be
able to do that. Let me say this-and
the Houses will trust me I believe-that
if that secret cable and reply were disclosed at this stage, I have no fear as to
what the views of honorable members
generally would be af:! to the action I took.
I can disclose this much as to the
general tenor of the messages, and I am
sure honorable members will not press me
unduly afterwards. Shortly stated, the
position is that we found that it was
doubtful whether there was any local
authority to seize and suppress the paper
here in the ordinary course of law. That
was the view of the Crown law officers.
I therefore asked His Excellency the
Session 1901.-[9]
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Lieutenant-Governor to telegraph to the
Imperial authorities, infot'ming them of
the exact position of the matter here and
inquiring whether, if the newspaper was
seized and suppressed as an act of State.
the Imperial Government would adop~ the
act as such; as otherwise there did not
appear to be any authority to do an act
not otherwise warranted as an act of
State. A further cable contained this
passage-Ie Ministers are 'quit.e willing to
, advise actiou and to act." l'he qne~tion
was as to whether the Imperial Government would adopt our aet as an act of
State. That was donbtful.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do you want to throw
the responsibility on the Imperial Govenlment~

Mr. PEACOCK.-No; I do not. I think
I can trust honorable members, and that
they will trust me.
If they saw me
privately I would not be frightened to
show everything to them. The reply is
marked "St,rictly confidential," but let
me say that it; is of such a character
that it perfectly justifies the action I took.
1'11'. MUHRAY.-'Vhat action ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-In asking about that
particular point the honorable gentleman
is hardly fair in trying to elicit more than
I am permitted to state at this stage.
Mr. MURRAY.-You would not reveal to
me privately what you say must be regarded as strictly confidential.
Mr. PEACOCK.-This is too sRrious a
matter to be treated in a manner like this.
rrhe reply is of such a character as to
cause us no regret for the action we have
taken.
That was with regard to the
action that would be taken in a similar
set of circumstances, irrespective ~f where
the paper was. published. Now, I come to
a somewhat serious aspect of the question,
and that is that the llame of a member of
this House appears on the imprint as the
publisher and printer, and by our law he
is responsible for everything contained in
that paper. I _can only say that I was
pained and shocked when this matter was
brought under my notice at midnight, to
think that one of our members should
ha ve stood up here on the floor of the
chamber jill obedience to our Constitution
Act, and taken the oath of allegiance to
His Majesty the King. and within five
minutes of that oath being taken he should
have joined in passing the motion which it
was my privilege to move, and the
privilege of the leader of the Opposition to second on behalf of this
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Chamber, for the adoption of an address that the proper course for me to assume
(in which we invited the Legislative will be for me to resnme my seat and let
Council to join) to His Majesty him make any statement he thinks
the King sympathizing with him 'proper.
on account of the death of Her late
Mr. FINDLEY.-Mr. Speaker, I desire
Majesty Queen Victoria, and also ten- to say, sir, that I did .not write the
dering our loyalty and congratulations -article alluded to; that I did not authorize
on behalf of the people we represent on its publication, and tha.t I did not read it
the oacasioll of His Majesty's accession to until attention was called to it by a certhe Throne, and thA.t at the same time tain morning journal. I desire to say
that that address was> passed by the that. as publisher of the journal named, I
House, and the oath of allegiance was had no more control over its contents-or
taken by one of out" members, this even indeed of what it will contain-than
newspaper that bearH his imprint should Mr. Robt. Brain, Government Printer,
have appean:d-and, according to the has respecting the contents of Hansard
laws of the land he is supposed or any Government report or parliato be cognizant of what appears in that mentary paper issued from the Governpaper. These facts occurring at one and ment Printing-office, Qr even Mr. H.
the same time make the ev~nt of such Burrell has respecting the contents of the
importahce t hat this House caunot deal Arg~ls, 011 which newspaper his imprint
lightly with the matter. In justice to OCCllrs. I do llot think any honorable
the House and the people, honorable member would say that the policy of the
members cannot pass over it.
Last A1'gUS or in many cases the silly and foolish
evening I reported to the full Cabinet things that art~ said by that· paper, can be
the whole of the steps I am announcing attributed to th.e publisher of the paper.
now. I sent this letter to the member Since my name has been associated with
for Melbourne, Mr. Findley :the article in question, I would point
out
that the l'ocsin made no charges
Premier's Office,
against the King, but, on the contrary, it
Melbourne, 24th June, 1901.
condemned those charges made by The.
E. FINDLEY, Esq., M.L.A.,
Ir£sh People, and characterized them as
Melbourne.
sheer abusiveness, and urged that because
Dear Sir,
of the she~r abusiveness an illegal and
In consequence of an article having appeared
ullconstitutional nct had, in the opiuion
in the 'l'ocsin newspaper of the 20th inst., the
imprint of which shows· you to be the printer of the Tocsin, been resorted to in order to
3.nd publisher, Ihave to particularly request you
snppress that issue. This is my statement
o beinyourplaceto-morrow (Tuesday) afternoon
to the House.
in the Legislative Assembly, at 4.30 p.m.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Let us have the
(Signed)
article.
A. J. PEACO()K,
Mr. PEACOCK.-I sl;ould just like to
Premier.
ask the honorable member whether he
Mr. Findley seut a message back, saying has not anything further to say with rethat he would be in his place as re- gard to this matter ~ I may say that he
quested. Ten minutes before the Cham- has not done justice to himself, nor to the
ber met this afternoon, he called upon me corporate honour of this House. There is
and one of my colleagues, and said he had nothing in the honorable member's statereceived the letter and wanted to know ment at all.
Mr. l3'INDLEY.-As the publisher, 1 did
what action I proposed taking. I said I·
proposed,· as soon as the new members not write the article; I did not authorize
were sworn in, making a full state- it, and I did not read it until my attenment to the House, and it will be for you tion was called to it by the ATgUS.
Mr. BRowN.-You are responsible.
to decide what you will do, and that I
Mr. FINDLEY.-In the eyes of the
would not hesitate to take the steps I
deemed necessary. c I have placed fairly law I believe I am responsible. Since my
before honorable members the exact posi- election to Parliament I have not, on action that the Government holds in regard cOllntof my public duties, had much time
to this question-I am not frightened of to devote to the 1'ocsin. I have on two
the responsibility that will devolve upon or three occasions been away for a conme as leader of this House-and I think . siderable period of time, and during my
now, as the honorable member is here, absence some things appeared in the
>

lJlr. Peacock.

Libel on His

[25.TUNE, 1901.]

l1faJesty the King.

111

paper with which I totally disagreed.
Mr. MURRAY.-I was going to ask, if
Since my election to Pttrliament my name the Speaker would allow me-has appeared on the imprint of the paper,
The SPEAKER.-Order.
but during the career of the paper several
Mr. PEACOCK movednarn'es have appeared on the imprint.
That the honorable member lor Melbourne,
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Porttancl).-Do Mr. Edward Findley, being the printer aud
you regret it 1
publisher of a newspaper known as the 'Poc.sin,
Mr. FINDLEY.-I regret that, if the in the issue of which on the 20th inst., there
is published a seditions libel regarding His
article has given offence to this Honse,· Majesty the King, is guilty of disloyalty to
it did appear. I am not. here to justify His Majesty, and committed an act discreditthe appearance of that article. I am able to the hononr of Parliament, and that he~
teEing the House what the actual facts therefore, be expelled this House.
are, and since it has given offence to
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT Recollded
this House, and, in the opinion of the the motion.
. Mr. IRVINE.-I fully recognise the·
Cabinet, is an article that should not have
appeared, I regret that it did appear.
ext.remely difficult and painful position in',
Mr. PEACOOK.-Something further
\vhich the leao1er of the House has been·
than that is required. It is not sufficient placed on this occasion. I have not the
to express regret for any action that might slightest hesitation in saying that he has
have been taken by the honorable mem- adopted the c;;)l11y course open to him. We
bel·. As a representative of the people have had a statement put forward by way
an honorable member mnst, in my judg- of explanation-I won't call it an apology,.
ment, maintain his own dignity and that and even in such a case no apology cOllld
of this House as a Joyal snbject of His be accepted. We have heard a statement
Majesty the King.
No other apology which does not, to my mind, and I bethat he can offer . .vill he ample to meet lieve to the miuds of many honorable
this offence.
membera, remove one tittle of the responMr. IRVINE.-Do you think that this is . sibility that rests on the honorable mema ease in which an apology can be ac- bel'. His name appears as the printer
cepted ~
and publisher, and, therefore, as the perMr. PEACOCK.--There must be son responsible for what appears in the
absolute withdrawal. There must be. an paper. He has said nothing whatever,
unqualified disavowal and disapproval of except that he personally had no knowthe sentiments by the honorable member. ledge of the fact of this article
Anything short of that is insufficient to being included in the paper. I do not
meet the requirements of the House in the know whether he realizes or has any condifficult position in which we have been ception of the gravity of the matter with
placed by the matter. There ought to be whieh we are dealing.
The appeara complete disavowal on the part of the ance of this foul scandalous libel in the
honorable member absolutely and entirely paper in which it was first produced
of the whole article.
was a worthy subject of condemnation by
Mr. FINK.-I rise to a point of order. not only every decent man, bnt by
"'\-Ve have had two statements from the the House of Commons, which thoroughly
honorable member.
The first was a approved oftheaction taken by the Imperial
justification or included a justification for Government. Now we have here, afterthel'e
the article complained of by the exenl- has been fnn time for consideration, a depatory words used.
I submit that is .. liberate repetition of that foul and scannot in order.
• dalous libel, aggravated; if it were possible
Mr. PEACOCK.-The honorable mem- to aggravate it, by the language in which
ber has taken no further action, and I it is introduced to the readers of thi.~
regret that I am placed in the position of paper. I have considered it my duty to
movingread through that article, and I have not
That the honorable member for Melbourne,
the slightest hesitation in stating that
Mr. Edward Findley, being the printer and
the writer intended to convey-however
publisher of a newspaper-.
cleverly he may have constrncted the
Mr. MURRAY.-Mr. Speaker, I WIsh to phraseology-to the readers of that article
ask-that, if not perhaps all, substantially ~ill
The SPEAKER.-Thare can be no of the accusations in that libel were true.
point of order; the Premier is reading the That is t,he impression strongly Qonvcyed
motion.
to my mind after a careful perusal of the
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article. The motion is that the honorable
member should be expelled. For mv own
part I cannot see it possible to "adopt
any course less stringent than this.
. Parliament . has it in its power
to punish offences committed by members.
It may adopt, and has adopted on many more
or less important occasions, milder forms of
punishment, such as fine, imprisonment, or
suspension, but I have no doubt it 'passed
through the Premier's mind, as it must
have passed through the minds of all of
us in considering this question, that none
of those forms would meet the present
case. The acceptance of any apology, no
·matter how' a,bject 01' complete, or the
imposition of any fine, would be to assume
that this House of Parliament has a right
to condone the seditious insult which has
been heaped upon the Sovereign. Now, I
submit, of course, that we cannot take up
that position, I1,nd the only course which
will vindicate the honour of Parliament is
to send the honom1le member who has been
guilty of this I1,ccording to our law-and
who, notwithstanding his statement todl1,y, mnst still be held guilty of this outrage- bl1,ck to his c'onstituents, and enable
them to determine whether he shall represent them any 10llger in this House. 'Ve
cannot, it is true, impose any disability on
any member, and we do not do so by ex'Ye merely, by adopting this
pelling.
course, take, what seems to me to be, the
only possible course oFen to us to vindicl1,te the corporate honour, of this
House.
Mr. PRENDERG.AS1'.-And you are a
relative of John Mitchell 1
rl'he SPEAKER-I think the prvper
course is to ascertain whether the hono1'able member for Melbourne hl1,s any
further statement to make.
If he has, I
think the House will desire to hear it, but
if not, it is my duty to request him to
ret.ire ,:lllring this discussion.
Mr. BENrr.-Befol'e the honorable membel' for Melbourne is asked to retire, I·
would like to ask a question f1'011-1 the
Premier. It seemed to me that the
Premier when he ,,'as speaking 011 this
snbject bad some alterpative in his mind.
Now, I would ask, supposiug the honorable
member for Melbourne, who, perhaps, is
not so well able to explain his position as
if he were a lawyer, had got up and said
that he had 110 sympathy whatever with
the article in the Irish People, what
would the Government have proposed to
40 in th'l1,t case ~ H certainly seemed to

.Majesty the Ez'ng

me that tho Premier had an alternative
before him when he was speaking, and I
wO\.lld like to know what it was?
Mf MURRAY.-I wish to explain that
the l'eason..fol' my rising when the Prebliel'
was reading the motion WI1,S to make a
similar remark to that just made by the
honorable member for Brighton. The
Premier appeared to indicate that there
was some course which' the honorable
member· for Melbourne could take that
would obviate the necessity for the hono1'able gentleman submitting this inotion.
'Vhat I wished to ascertain from thc Premier was what thl1,t alternative conrse \\'as.
To me it appeared that there WI1,S hardly
any other cour,':le in the case of an
offensive libel against th~ King than the
comse which the Premier has just tl1,ken,
but what I wish to know is what the
Premier had in bis mind as a course wh.ich
would render it unnecessary to submit this
motion ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-In reply t'J the questions of the honorable member for BrightOil and the honorable morn bel' for 'Wa~T
nambool, I may say that it is hardly fail'
to a8k me what I proposed to do if something else had occurred. It seems to me
that those honomble members want to
put me in a very false position indeed by
asking me to reply to such a question:
'rhe SPEAKEB-. -- The proper parliamentarv course must be followed. AlthOllgh~ we have already had two statements from the honorable member for
Melbourne, I believe the House will be
prepared to hear any further statement
he may wish to make. If he does not de·
sire to make any furt.her statement, or
after he has made any further statement
which he may desire to make, he must
retire while the Honse is considering thb
matter.
Mr. FINDLEY.-I desire to say only
that I hl1,\,e not the slightest sympathy
. with the m'ticle.in question which has
given offence to this House, and noither
has the writer of the article in the Tocsin
any sympathy with it. (Cries of " Oh 1")
In justice to myself, I repeat in all sincerity that I have no sympathy with the
article- in question.
Mr. SHlELs.-Are you referring to the
introductory Hl'licle in the Tocsin, or to
the article in the Ir1:sh People?
Mr. FINDLEY.-I am referring to
the article in the I?'ish People-the libel
which is complained of.
I have no
sympathy with that article at all, and
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it has been condemned in strong and
unmeasured langnage by the writer in
the Tocsin. I have no sympathy with it,
I repeat, and I regret that it appeared
in the ,1'ocsin. In taking the oath of
allegiance to the King, I may say that
that oath was taken in all sincerity by
me as an honorable member of this House.
The' SPEAKER.-The House will prefer discussing the matter in the honorable
member's tibsence.
Dr. MALONEY.-Surely the honorable member for Melbourne has a right
to hear whatever may be said.
I do not
see why he should' be asked to wi thdraw. If he were a criminal in the dock,
he would have a right to hear the evidenee
against him.
'rhe SPEAKER.-I am only following
t.he practice of Parliament. 'rhe practice
in such cases is for the honorable member
complained of to make a statement, and
after making that statement he retires and
leaves the House free to deal with the
question. I hope the honorable member for Melbourne will see his way to
retire if any further debate is to take
place on this question.
Mr. FINDLEY.-In deference to Jour
ruling, Mr. Speaker, I will retire, but I
hope that no injustice will be done to me
in consequence of the peculiar position I
·occupy. I may say that I am placed ill
a very delicate position, beciluse I repeat
that I did not write the article. I did
not authorize it, and I did not read it,
until attention was called to it by a certain daily paper. Moreover, I have no
sympathy with the libel.
The SPEA.KER.-I am simply performing my duty as Speaker in carrying
out the practice of Parliament. I regret
very much having to call upon the honorable member to retire.
Mr. KIRTON.-Mr. Speaker, I desire
to know-'rhe SPEAKER.-I . will allow no fut,ther discussiou until my ruling is carried
onto
Mr. Findley then retired.
Mr. PRENDERGAST callcd attention
to the presence of strangers.
The SPEAKER forthwith put the questionThat strangers be ordered to withdraw.

Theq llestion was resol vedin tbellegative.
Mr. "\VARDE.-I desire to say a few
words on the motion which has b~en Stl bmitteu by the Pl'cmiel'. I do not think
the Honse ought to take the cx.tremc step
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which is' now proposecl by the GoveL'llment, if there is any other way by which
the H0118e may mark it.s disapproval of
publishing such matter in a local
journal. I wish to make my position at
any rate perfectly clear. I think that a
very grave injustice has been done by the
Tocsin in publishing any defamatory
matter of this character ill connexion
with OUl' King. I feel tlmt eve,ry rightminded person in the community views
with horror the attempts of ne,,;spapers to
ridicnle or to libel thOS9 who are placed
in high authority, The:::-e is really nothing
whatever to be gained by scurrilous
literature of this kind, and that in itself
is sufficient to turn any right-minded
person from receiving or reading newspapers of this particular character. For
my part, I can honestly say that I do not
read the Tocsin as a rule, nor did I read
this article until it' was put into my
ha,nds.
I must say that the action
which has been taken by people in.
authority in OUl' community has done
more to circulate this libel than any
other method which coqld have been
adopted. Such a course is cerbtinly not
calculated to subvert the spread of matter
of that kind which we so much abhor.
Mr. Sl'AUGHToN.-That is beside the
question.
Mr. WARDE. -It may be beside the
q Ilestion, but it is alsuo a matter for'
this House to consider whether, under
'the circumstances, seeing that the·
honorable member for Melbourne assert.s
that he was not a party to the publication
of this article, that it was published without his knowledge, and that he disclaims
any sympathy with the motives which the
persons who originally published a libel of
this character may have had in view in
doing so, seeing also that the honorable
member for Melbourne is one of the'
youngest members of the House, and is"
perhaps, not so well versed in the modes"
of procedure in Parliament as some older
members, I rcally think the House might
mark its sense of disapproval of the action'
of this particular newspaper, and also
punish t.he honorable menlber for Melbourne sufficiently by suspending him for
some time from the service of the House.
Han amendn1Pnt of that character is in
order, J, in order to express my own
opinion in connexion with the matter,
shall be prepared to move that the honorablo member be suspended from the service of tho House for the rest of the
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sessio!}. I do not know whethel:' I will be feelings a little play in this matter. If
in order in moving an amendment of that they do so, they will recognise that the
character, but I really think that the punishment which it is here proposed to
House might sufficiently mark its disap- inflict on the honorable member for Melproval of this libel, and of the honorable bourne is really severe, in view o~ the fact
that he altogether disclaims any sympathy
memb~r's conduct, by adopting such an
amendment, instead of going to the full with the article, or any belief in its truthlength of expellillg the honorable member, fulness.
Mr. BROM.LEY seconded the amend,after bis statement that although he may
be legally liable for this libel, he dis- ment.
claims any moral responsibility for it.
Dr. MALONEY. -It is to be regretted
'The honcrable member has stated that that a large daily paper should have
he was 110 party to the libel, that he gone out of its way to tackle a smaller
does not believe in it, and he repudiates journal, principally, in my opinioll, because
any sympathy with it.. I think that, as a the latter belongs to the party of which
warning to any other honorable memhers I am a unit, and because the honorable
who may be inclined to go beyond the mem bel' represents the finane-ittl centre of
bounds of legitimate criticism outside this the State of Victoria. It is well known
House, some action should be taken by - that under the sysTem of plural voting
the Hou'3e to mark its disapproval of this that is still in force, there is no chance
occurrence. I think that is a fail' and whatever for a liberal to occnpy the seat
reasonable tlting to do, but I submit that for Melbourne, unless under such cirif the House adopts the amendment I CUlllstances as occurred in the last elecsuggest, it will meet the case, and will tion. The head of the Government knows
give a lesson to the honorable men1ber that as well as I do. He must know that
for
Melbourne
for 'all time, as if a vacancy is created, it will be impos'well as to any other honorable mem- sible for a liberal to win that seat.
bers who may be inclined to follow in
Mr. EWEN CAMERON.-11 hat has nothing
his foots~eps.
Suspension is a serious to do with it.
Dr. MALONEY.--lt has something to
punishment, and it reflects greatly on the
character of any public representative do with it in this way. The ATgUS has
man to have such a ban of disapproval opposed the honorable member for Melplaced Up~ll him by his fellow members. bourne, and has held up as an absurdity
I think honorable members themselves the circumstances that Melbourne should
must recognise that we are in a very un- be represented by him, although the
fortunate position. vYe have our feelings majority of votes placed him in that posias men, but we havealsoa desire to see those tion. I would ask, is the A1'gUS' own
iustitlltions which we look up to respected. record a clean one? Has not this very
'We have a sincere, desire to see that the Chamber only a short time ago carried a
head of the Constitution recei"es the loyal motion that that paper was guilty of wilful
'treatment and consideration which he is and profligate untruthfulness ~ .
entitled to expect, but in view of all the
Mr. GROSE.-'V'hat has that got to do
,circumstances, I think, as I have said, with this case ~
Dr. MALONEY.-If honorable memthat my suggestion wonld meet the case,
inst.ead of adopting the extreme and harsh bers will look t.hrough the A Tg'llS, they
course of expelling the honorable member will find over the initials" J.M.D.," one of
for Melbourne at this particular juncture. its London correspondents, every assertion
I beg to move, as an amendment on the that has been made in the Irish People
drastic motion which has been Stl bmitted by against the reigning Sovereign. It is not
the Government and seconded-no doubt so long ago that there appeared under
with the best intentions towards the pre- those initials in the Argus a passage to
servation of the decorum of this House the effeot that as the King was nearly 60
years of age, the moral obliq llities of his
-by the leader of the Oppositionearly and middle life might be expected to
That all the words after "be" be omitted,
have been past.
with a view of substituting the words ," suspended from the service of the House for the
Mr. MUR,RAY.-Surely that never apremainder of the sessio11."
peared in the ATgrus ?
Dr. MALONEY.-That has appeared in
I hope the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition will see their way to adopt that the A1'gUS. Every suggestion that has
amendment, and to allow t.heir own personal been mad~ in the Irish People has appeared
Mr. JVa1yle.
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in the A?'gus. I regret deeply that
those suggest.ions were made by the .Irish
People, and I regret that similar suggestions have appeared at different times in
the very columns of the newspaper which
is now the first to cast a stone at the
honorable member for Melbourne. On the
otheL' hand, look at the great mornillg
paper which overshadows the A?'gllS, and
only permits it to exist in its shade.
Mr. EWEN CAMEIWN.-vYhat paper overshadows the A?',qus?
Dr. MALONEY.-The Age. The Age
()nly permits the A1'gU,<; to exist in its
shadow. This was really show.H by the
fact that only 01'1e of the nOlninees of the
A1'g'ltS was returned to the Senate. If the
'A1'g'lls is right in the absurd attitude
which it takes np in this'mattel', why did
not the British Government suppress
'l'hackeray's Foul' Georges, than in which
never perhaps was the truth painted with
a more envenomed pen?
•
Mr. MURRAY.-And what about the new
Book oj Kings by Mr. Davis, a.n English
barrister?
Dr. MALONEY.-vVhy also is not
Reynolds' lYewspaper, which holds the
greatest circulation under the British flag,
suppressed 1 If' the Premier were the
leader of the Government in England, he
would not dare to take up the position he is
doing now. I feel that the honorable
gentleman's heart is not in the matter, and
I claim that no metube1.' in this chamber
should vote for the motion unless he has
read the article complained 0f. Honorable
members are not privileged to look at this
matter through the· venomons spectacles
put on by the Argus, with its hundred
eyes. 'fhe only pity is that it had not a
hundred consciences.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-'l'he pity is that it
has not one.
Dr. MALONEY.-I venture to sav that
if a large morning paper had don~ this
thing, the Government would not have
taken the action they have done. They
would not have dared to do so.
• IVlr. PUENDEHGAsl'.-They dared not uppold the honour of the Chamber against
the slurs and stigmas passed Oll it by the
press lately.
Dr. MALONEY.-I hold in my hand
an article from one of our great morning
papers which embodies a slander far more
vile, far more brutal and cowardly than is
contained in th'e trumpery article which is
now complained of. But the Government.
of the day took no action in that case.

lln

They looked at the matter from a higher
and grander position-the position that if
there were people who liked to buy such
publications, then let them buy them.
From my memory of seven years' student
life in London, I can well recollect far more
terrible things appearing in the Loudon
press than this article, which the Government has brought before the House. Is
it not the proudest boast in Eugland that
the' people are really li villg under a
republic in the form of monarchy ~ Is
there anyone who will say that if the wisdom of the majority of the Blitish race
decided that the time had come to end that
monarchy, and, to have an elective republic, that change would not immediately
follow ~ But as long as the majority of
Englishman, Irishmen, Scotchmen, and
'Velshmen combine, they can maintain
the present monarchy, and as IQng as they
are content to do so, the minority have no
ground of objection. I venture to state
my firm belief that the honorable member
for Melbourne is as honorable and true a
man as the leader of the Government, and
I repeat to the Premiflr that, by sending
the honorable member to his polit.ical
doom, he is electing a member tl) the
other side of the House, because, as I
have already said, 110 liberal has a chance
of being returned for that seat.
Mr. MURRAY.-Now you are on sound
lines.
Dr. MALONEY.-I know from my own
knowledge that many honorable members
have not read this article, and yet, because
of an article of which they really know
nothing, they are asked to expel the
honorable member for Melbourne from
this House. Rather than vote blindly, I
would prefer that the Premier should read
that article or ask some one else to read it
to the House. I personally am not afraid
that it will appal a great number of honorable members, even though the worthy
descendant of John Mitchell objected to
it. I would ask that honorable member
if John Mitchell had gOlle into the English
Parliament, would not the Ministry on one
side of the House have tried to hang him,
and would not the Opposition have helped
them 1
Mr. IRVINE.-But he always refused
to take the oath of allegiance.
Dr. MALONEY.-I. will now read the
extract from the great newspaper to which
I have previously referred, and I \villleave
out certain of the words in it because
they are too offensive.
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Mr. MURRAY.--The ATgUS is 'very likely
to publish the whole article itself.
Dr. MALONEY.-The Arg~ts is sometimes very generous powards its opponents,
and sometimes it is most unfair. In the
present case it was most unfair. If the
A?'gus had not gone like the sleuth hound
hunting to seize its prey in the shape of
the honorable member for Melbourne, I
believe that this motion would never have
been tabled.
I speak feelingly on this
subject, because I have found the honorable member for Melbourne a true comrade amI a straight fighter.
I will now
read the extract to which I alluded.
Sir JOHN McINTYRK-I do not wish
to interrupt the debate, but I think that
after what we kuow has been doue in the
old land, the Lonorable. member for
Melbourne West should refrain from reading the article referred to.
Mr. PEACOCK.-He is not going to read
the article from the Irish People.
Sir JOHN McINTYHE.-He said he
was going to read it, and leave out some of
the words.
.
Dr. MALONEY.-I am sure that the
honorable member would not willingly do
me an injustice. 'Vhat I am going to
read from is a paper with a much vaster
circulation than the Tocsin, yet no action
The article,
was taken in this case.
omit.ting cel'tain words, is as fo11ows-
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Ministry of the day took no action whatever on the subject. Moreoyer, as I have
already said, if Y0lt go through the Argus
newspaper and examine the articles which
appear over the initials J-.:~f.D., you will
find pra9tically every statement that has
appeared ill the article in t.he Irish People.
Mr. PRENDERGAs'r.-The only difference
is that they appeared separately, instead
of together.
Dr. MALONEY.-That is all. Surely we
are too sellsible a Honse to find the honorable member for Melbourne guilty under
such circumstances. If the law of the
land has. been offended, let the law
pllnii::h the honorable rnember; let the
courts of law be brought into action.
There is a member of the Honse of Commons who is at 'the present time in one of
His Majesty's goals. That member accnsed a j nry in Ireland of being packed
f~r the pnrpose of obtaining verdicts in
the direction which the Government of
the day required. He was found guilty
by the courts of the land, and it was by'
the· courts of the land that he was sent to
prison. But the leadflr of the House of
Commons did not. come down with a motion
that that member be expelled from the
Honse. vVith regard to the action taken
by my honorable fl'ieno, the leader of
the House-for we are personal' friends,
though there can be no friendship in this
maHer-I believe he is honestly trying to
carry out his conscientious \'iews j hut I
The London Standa1'd recently attacked Mr.
Parnell for his silence in the House of Commust say that I believe his action to be
mons on the question of the conspiracy diswrong, and the COllrse he is proposing far
closures in Dublin, and appealed to the people
too harsh. I believe that the dignity of
and authorities of America to aid in the search
the House can be asse'rted by less extreme
for the criminals. The following is the gracemeasures, and that we can leave to the
ful comment which i~ called forth from the
editor of Redpath's Weekly:-" Certainly we
law' of the land the punishment of any
will help you to find the criminals. Seize first
crime or the breaking of any law that has
the selfish old - - who is so often seen staggerbeen committed. That wonld be following at Balmoral. and grasps with demon-like
ing the example set by thoso who had to
greed money by the million wrung from
honest and starving toil, and yet who refuses
deal recently with t he fracas in the House
to give a shilling to relieve the distress in Ireof Commons. Honorable m'ernbers may
land, distress hrought on by her misgovernalso remember that the very emblem of
ment-refusE's it at a time when men and
republicanism, the article aqopted as the
women and children are dying of hunger.
Seize her, She is a criminal. Seize next the
distinguishing mark of those who wish tq
heir apparent-the foulest - - of all Europe,
destroy the power of monarchs, has itself
whose - - are paid for by the money also
been introdncedintotheHonseof Commons.
wrenched from the cold and lean fingers of
I allude to the occasion on which Keir
hunger and famine. Seize next all the British
Cabinet-the criminals who have destroyed
Hardie wore the red cap of liberty on
the liberties of Ireland, who have made a
entering the House of Commons. Almockery of justice, who have imbrued their
though he wore that cap, he was admitted
hands in innocent blood. Seize all their garrison in Ireland. Then we'll help you to find' to the House. 'rhat cap is the symbol at
more criminals, but that will do in the meanwhich the monarch quake'S all over the
time."
world, bllt no snch action as is now proThe
That was what appeared ill the columns of posed was even hill ted at then.
one of our daily jonrnals, and yet the House of Commons never dreamt of snch

Libel en His

[25 Jmm, 1901.]

a thing. I would ask the Premier if he
will permit me to move a further amend·
ment, to provide that the time of the
expulsion shaH be for one week. I do not
. wish to justify the offence that has been
committed here, but I do not for one
moment believe that the honorable memo
bel' for Melbourne is answerable for what
has occurred.
Honorable members will
remember what happened when the publisher of the Age newspaper was brought
to the Bar of the House. On that occasion, too, the publisher of the Arg~ls was
bronght to the House by a cabal between
the Ministry of the day and a gentleman
who earned his income as the member of
the fourth estate. I was present when
that was done, and but for that action the
publisher of the Argus would not have
been brought to the House, and would
not have been fined £100. Do we not
also know that when we obtained the
£200 of fines, we did not know what to
do with the money ~ 'Ye could not pay it
into the consolidated revenue, and we
allowed it to
drawn by an officer who
already had a very good salary.
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Melbourne 'Yest may then propose the
insertion of the words to provide for a
suspension of one week.
Dr. MALONEY.-I see a difficulty in
taking the vote in the mmmer in which I
wish it to be taken. I feel perfectly certaiQ that the majority of this House have
not read the article, and that their minds
have been inflaraed by what the Argus
has published, for the Arg~ls has not been
manly enough to publish the whole
article .. If I could, I should like to obtain
a straight division now, on the q nestion
that the punishment be seven days' suspension, instead of expulsion, and I. would
like you, Mr. Speaker, to tell me how I
can get that vote.
The SPEAKER.-The question is that
the words "expelled this Honse" stand
part of the resolution. If those words
be not retained, the honorable member's amendment as well as the other
amendment will be before the' House for
consideration.
Dr. MALONEY.-vVhat I desire is
that a vote should be first taken on the
question that the honorable member for
Melbourne be suspended for seven days,
Sir JOlIN McINTYRE.-He was entitled
so that my amendment may come bdore'
to it.
the House before the original motion.
Dr. MALONEY.-Do we not know
The SPEf\.KEH.-The honorable memthat whenever anyone has been brought ber will see that the House will express 'its
before the Bar of this House, it has al ways opinion upon the question of expulsion
proved a foolish experiment, as mllst be
\v hen voting for or against the retention
well remember~d by the older and wiser of the words to that efftlct. Of course, if
members 1 In this iust·ance honorable
the whole resolution of the Honormembers are going to try to crush a sm.all able the Premier be maintaineu, the
newspaper which has been established by amendment which the honorable member
the workers on the cO-Qperati ve system, a
has indicated could not be considered.
newspaper that has llot been able to pay
If, ho\\'ev~r, the words "expelled this
those who seut in their contributions to
House" be omitted, his amendment can
it. I call definitely say that Mr. Findley be dealt with.
has not drawn one penny from it as salary
Mr. DUFFY.-I have two regrets to
ever since he entered this Honse, nor for
express in connexion with this matter.
I have now My first. regret is that the article was ever
a long time previously.
finished all that I intended to say on
published at all, for it is an article that
. rising, and I hope the Government will
should not have been published about any
see their way to accept an amendment
gentleman, and especially about the
limiting the expulsion to one week.
Monarch of these realms, of whom I
The SPEAKEH.-An amendment has am a respectful and loyal subject. Perbeen proposed in the· last line of the sonally I have a still greater regret on
motion submitted by the Premier to omit account of the place in which this article
the words "expelled this HOllse," with
originally appeared, because so far as His
a view of substituting the words "sus- Majesty's personal opinion is concerned,
pended from the service of the HOllse he has always been favorable to the
for the remainder of the session." nation, and to the land where I was born,
The question, therefore, is that the words
and not unfavorable, as we understand,
"expelled this House" remain. If the
to its national aspirations. I am especiamendment be carried there \Yill be a
ally sorry that this article about which we
blank, and the hOlloraule member fUI"
hn,re heard so much, appeared originally

ve
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in an Irish newspaper. I have a1so to express my regret. that the honorable mem··
bel' for :Melbolll'ne, when the matter was

first brought forward by the Premier tonight, brought forward I say in the fairest
illanncr possible, did not tell this Honse
at once that he knew IJothing about the
article, that he had no sympathy whatever
with it, and that he utterly disavowed
any of the opinions expressed in it. I
extremely regret that my honorable
friend Jid not take that course when the
Premier first brought the matter forward.
But having stated that, I would ask the
House to remember two things. In the first
place I would ask them to remember that
what we do to-night will be a precedent
for all time, for we are going to pnnish a
member of this Honse, although he has
declared to his fellow members that he had
no know ledge of the offence which the
paper committed, and never had any idea
of the effect of the words, or the scope I)f
the article for \vhich he is about to be
punished. He tells us that though he has
~t legal responsibility in the matter, he had
no persoiutl knowledge that the article was
to be published, and that. after it was
. published, he did not see it until his
attention was called to it, as was the
attention of a Humber of other honorable
members, by reference to the fact in another journal. I would ask the Honse
to pause before punishing to the
utmost extent of their power one of their
members who has made a statelnent on the
floor of this Honse showing that he was
innocent, tha.t is if they believe him.
If they do not believe him, they should tell
him they do not, and why they do not. rrhere
is another point that must strike honorable members somewhat curiously. 'Ve
propose to pnnish a member of t his House
on account of his pnblishing the present
article, with the contents of which this
House is not acquainted. That is an awkward precedent to be quoted in the hit-tory
of this House or in any deliberati ve assembly hereafter. The ordinary conrse, as
must be known
to every honorable member acquainted
,,,ith parliamentary procedure, is that
when any complaint is made about
what appears in a newspaper, the newspaper is read to the House before any
punishment is decided upon. I had a
glance at the article now in question, and
I am sat.istied that its character is snch
that punishment ought to be meted out
to every person responsible for it. But I
J.}fr.
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would point ont-and this is why I
specially rose--that the hOllorable member
for Melbourne has dellied to his fellow
members that he had any knowledge of
the article, and we therefore onght to be
careful not to push the punishment to the
extreme. The honorable member should
be punished, becanse he is in a position of
legal responsibility in connexion with the
article, but he should not be l)l.mished .to
the same extent that he would merit if he
had written the art-icle or known it" contents
before it appeared in his newspaper. In
all fair play, in all j nstice, in all generosity
to our fellow member, we ought to be careful what'we do. vVe ought to pnnish
him, not expel him, and I would be prepared to vote for an amendment to suspend
the honorable member for the whole of
t.his session, and if the Honse think
necessary, fine him also a considerable
sum in addition.
I would have him
puaished sufficiently for his legal connexion with the publication of the article,
but I would not punish him to the full
extent that he wodd merit if he had
written the article or if he had known of
its contents .
Mr. McKENZIE.-This is a very painful subject.. The Premier has taken up a
position which does credit to him, not only
in this House, but throughout the country.
I sympathize with him in the very painful
position in which he is placed in having to
make the statement that he made to us
this evening. The honorable members
sitting on YOllr left (the opposition side),
Mr. Speaker, have felt some difficulty, or
rather some diffidence, in view of what
has been stated by the honorable member
for Melbourne vVest. But I think this is
a position which 40norable members generally recognise is not to be dealt with from
any consideration as to whether a man
sits on one side of the House or the other.
Surely we can rise superior to considerations as to whether one side or the other
of the House is to gain by the results of
this evening's proceedings.
e on this
(the opposition) side would have felt that
our course was clearer if we had been on
the other side of the chamber, but as it
is we have a duty to perform, and we are
prepared to 00 it. vVe are prepared to
support the action of the Premier in this
matter, because I believe it is the only
action that can be taken under the circumstances which have arisen. There is
no half-way house in this matter whatever.
The plea, put forward by the
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honorable member who has just resumed
his fleat that the honorable member for
Melboul'lle was not aware of what had appem'ed in his paper is, to my mind, the
very lamest of excuses. W"hy is it necessary that the publisher's imprint should
be placed on a, paper ~ Is it not in order
that somebody might be held responsible
for what appears in its columns ~ A bank
director might as well say that "he was not
responsible for the frauds perpetrated by
the board of which he was a member,
because they were done without his knowledge, and because he had not been giving
his attention to the affnirs of the institution.
Mr. DUF'Fy.---:-It would be a plea in mitigation of the punishment..
Mr. MURRAY.-A good many directors
have got off on that plea.
"
Mr. McKENZIE.-"When people accept
positions of responsiblity, they should discharge the duties of those positions faithfully. As to the statement of the honorable member for Melbourne, that he was
so occupied with other affairs at the time
that he could not give any attention to
the management of thifl paper, -1 consider
that is no excuse whatever. Besides that,
I cannot forget that when the honorable
member ,,'as challenged by the. Pteemier,
he came forward reluctantly to disavow
his sympathy with the art1cle. A disavowal could not meet the case, and I
hold that we could mete out no punishment adequate for this offence, except
absolute expulsion. There is no way
in which we can deal with this offence
except by expelling from the HOllse the
man who is responsible for it. If the
man who wrote the original article for
the Irish People had been a member of
the House of Commolls, would he not have
been expelled ~ On that subject there
cannot be two opinions.
.Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.--You have no busi"11ess to assume anything of the kind.
Mr. M.cKENZIE.-Bl1t it has been assumed that he would not be expelled, and
I have a perfect right to assume to the
contrary, morc especially as I have evidence in support of my assumption. It
would not have been possible for the
Goyernment and the House of Commons to have taken the action "it
did with regard to the original publica.
tion of tho article if they had not
also been prepared to expel
the
"Titer if he had been a member of that
House. As to the article itself, it is a
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disgrace. There is no doubt abou t that.
It il':i a slullderons libel, alld the covering
article by which this slander is reproduced intensifies and aggravates the offelloe. It introduces f~'esh subject-matter
altogether, matter which was not included
in the article as it appeared in the hish
People.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Did you read the
article ~
:Mr. :McKEN ZIE. -Yes.
Mr. BRO:\[LEY.-'Vhere did you read
it 1
~1t:. McKENZIE.-I read it in the
l'ocsin, It is stated there that with
respect to one charge they are glad to
know that the King had denied that hE-]
had, any sympathy with this matter.
Then they go on to say that if t.he King
werc, in the Tim.es or some paper of that
description, to publish a denial of the
other charges contained in the bish
People, t.hat would exonerate him. Does
Hot that imply ths.t.if he does not pub.
lish a denial of the charge~ he is not
exonerated ~
Surely that follows as a
logical sequence. I submit that there
is no other way of dealing with the
matter than that which the Premier
has proposed. There is no personal feeling on this subject. For my own part,
I would not care who the member wa3
who offended in this way. I say that
there is but one way which will be satisfactory to the House of dealing with this
offence-only one wa)" that will redound
to the eredih of this House, and that
would be satisfactory to the country-and
that is by expelling the offender from
our number.
.
Mr. E'VEN CAMERON (PoTtland).~
I had hoped that on the firat occasion on
which I should rise to address the House
this session, I should have found the
chamber in a some\"'hat cooler condition .
If I had risen the other evening to continue the debate on the address in reply,
I should have found a very different
atmosphere. The present occasion is one
in which we should all try to express our opinions without any heat whatever. There are clear-cut issues before
us, and I bear in mind the remarks of the
honorahle member for Melbourne West
when forming my judgment on this
matter. There are some things which
should be taken into consideration outside
of what particnlarly appert.ains to the circumstances. vVe have to make allowances
for thoso errors of human nature to which
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we are all liable. Weare not, I am snre,
going to pass judgment upon a fellow
member in any party spirit, or with any
feeling of personal antagonism. I myself
am a young memper, and I cannot but
have in mind the fact that he who has
tra,nsgresscd is also a' young member. As
young member3, I feol that we shall often
have t.o ask the indulgence of the Honse
for what we may do. In connexion with
this matter, we would not have been called
to ~ake any action as a Parliament if, unfurtunately, tho offending party had not
been a member of tho House. If the
offender had been somebodyoulside the
Honse, recourse might have been had, to
the ordinary chanllels of law for the purpose. My vote on this matter migh t,have
been different if the honorable member for
Melbourne had availed himself of the opportunity which the Premier afforded him
of making a full and candid withdrawal;
if he had done what one honorable member will al wavs do towards another honorable momb;r, or what any man will
al ways do to another whom he has unwittingly offended. He should have used
every effor~ to make reparation for
tho oftimce he has committed, seeing
that it is he who is legally responsible.
He might haye used every effort to overtake the wrong which had been committed, and have suppressed the issue of
the paper in which this article appeared,
and he might then have come to this
House and said-" I had nothing to do
with the publication of that article, and I
have done everything possible to repair
that wrong." If the honorable member
had taken that action, and haJ come to
the House in that manner, he would have
received consideration from every section
of the chamber.
But I am rather
ashamed to see that the honorable member
was contllmacious in what apologies he
did make. The Premier gave the honorable ,member every opportunity to explain
his conduct to the House and put himself
right. ·When the honorable member rose
to make his first explanation, it appeared
to me as if he were looking round the
chamber to see how the matter was going
to be entertained. 'fhen, when I interjected-" Do you apologize/' arid ",hen
the honorable member saw that the
matter was being taken more serionsly,
that wrung from him a somewhat tardy
apology. 'fhat is not the way in which a
man shonld act who helic"es himself in
the wrong, and \\'ho has ri"eu b atone fOt"
J.~b·.
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his conduct. I would perhaps have left
the matter to be dealt with in the ordinary
conrse of justice, or have joined perhaps
in inflicting some lesser punishment if it
had not b~ell for the cond net of the
honorable member in the chamber this
evening. I am llot going to say that I
will snpport the ext.reme step proposed in
the motion if some of the older, wiser,
and more 'experieneed members can convince me that a less extreme course will
suffice.
Mr. PRENDEnGAS'l'.-'Why not hang
him?
, Mr. 1,'REN'Yl'fH.-I should not have
spoken but for certain remarks made in
the course of this debate. It has been
said that the Government would have
been frightened to take action if the
offending matter had appeared in any
other paper. Honol'<lble members must
see that it is not the paper with which we
are now dealing. It is a member of this
House, whom I should have been delighted
to see get up and state, " I had no knowledge of this article until my attention was
called'to it; and then my indignation was
so great that I dissociated'myselffrom that
paper, as being the only thing I could
do." 'Vlmtcver honorable members may
say, this is au extremely painful subject
for M.embers of Parliament to deal with.
It is especiaUy painful to themembers of the
Government-more painful to myself, pro:
bably, than to the others. Unfortunately,
it has been suggested t.hat we may be moved
in this matter by political considerations.
Surely the answer to that charge has been
supplied by the remarks of the honorable
member for Melbourne 'Yest himself.
rrhere is a possibility, indeed a probability,
that because of its action the (Joyernment
will lose a supporter; but I agree with
the honorable member for Anglesey, that
this is a question which is far too great, fat'.
too important, and far too serioLls for us
to allow any political considerations to
enter into it at all. Are we honorable
men who observe the promises we make 1
Or are we charlatans, who will make any
promise, without regard to the responsibility we shall be under of keeping it ~ I
hold that M.em bers of Parliament are men
'whose word can be relied upon, and who
regard their honour and dignity as som8'thin.g worth maintaining. In extenuation
of the oft'ence, it has been urged that the
paper in which the article appeared
is ill itself utterly insigllinc<lnt. It
has also been urged' that anotller paper
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has ofi"'ellded, perhaps more than the paper
in which the al'tide appeared. I have no
hesitation in expressing my opinioll that
it is a misfortune the A1·.cJ~ts should have
made any reference to this matter at all,
because this article might have been COllcealed in the columns of the Tocsin, and
none of us, or very few of us, would have
knowll anything about it. However, the
fact is that it has been revealed, and that
a member of this House is legally responsible for the republication of the seditious
article. U nfortunutely for the cause with
which he is associated, he did not, in a
frank, straightforward, and honorable manlier, when the opportunity was given to
him, repudiate not only all knowledge but
all sympathy with the article and with its
publicatioll. He gave no excuse-no subterfuge-for reproducing the article, Ul1d
I regret it very much. I was in hopes
that that would have been done.,
Mr. BILLSON.-lt has been done, bllt
not in those words.
Mr. 'l'REN'VrrH.-I was'in hopes that
there would have beon no necessity for the
Government to submit the motion which
it has done.
Mr. PnENDERGAS'l'.-,-There has been a
great deal of anxiety displayed in rushing
it before the House.
Mr. TREN'VI'l'H.-If I had been advising the' honorable member for Mel·
bourne, instead of my friend the honorable
member for Melbourn'e North, the position
of the honorable member for Melbourne
would probably not h}lVe been what it is
to, day.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-May I Eay to the
House, sir, that I have not spoken one
word to the honorable member for Melbourne at all, so that the assumption of
the Chief Segretary is entirely wrong. His
statemellt concerning me is as libellous as
t he matter pertaining to His Majesty the
King.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Jf the honorable
member has eot been advising the honorable member f01' Melbourue, I am very
much afraid that he has been very badly
advised at any rate. I feel, and I say it
with great pain and sorrow, that the
House has no alternat.ive in maintaining
the dignity and integrity of its members - :Mr. SANGs'l'ER.-It is a poor dignity if it
canllot stand without that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You have got to
traveJ up here to find lick-spittle loyalty.
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Mr. rrREN\VITH.-I desire to say, as
it can be of very Ii ttle use prolonging
the discussion, that speaking on behalf
of myself and the Government, it
is
utterly unimportant
on
which
side of the
House the hOllOrable
member sits, and it would be equally Ullimportant what newspaper he was associated with, that made this libellous charge'
against His Majesty. I think the House
alld members of the Government have
given all indication of this on previous
occasiolls when very powerful papers were
supposed to have dOlle something deroga.tory to the dignity of Parliament.
Mr. SMITH.-I j nst wish to say, as
far as I am concerned, that, like the honorable member for KilulOre and Da.lhousie,
I havo not seen this offending article. I
made several attempts last Friday, on reading the Argus, to get a. copy of the J.'ocsin,
in which the libel was republished, but I
was unable to do so, either in Melbourne or
in two of the suburbs. I would like to see
the article before I am called upon to vote.
That would be only fair play and justice.
Mr. PRE~DERGAS1'.- Vole can do j lIstice,
as well as being loyal.
Mr. SMITH.-I would rather not
be called upon to vote until I know
what I am voting upon.
I would
suggest to the Government, therefore, that
we should postpone this debate until after
the refreshment hour, in order that those
honorable members who have not seen the
article complained of may have an opportunity of perusing it.
Mr. IRVINE.-"Tollld the honorable
member allow me to make a suggestion?
I think there is a great deal of weight in
the argument put forward by the honorable member for Kilmore and Dalhousie.
This is a "ery seriolls matter, allGI as some
honorable members have not had an opportunity of making tbemsel yes acq llainted
with the article, 1 would suggest that the
galleries be cleared, so that the article
may be read aloud in the House.
r
Mr. PEACOCK.-I do not think the
article should be read within the walls of
Parliament House. ·What I was going to
suggest., and what I thought the leader of
the Opposition was about to suggest, was
that the Speaker should leave the chair
for a little while, so that members may
have an opporLunity of perusing the
article. I do not think the House wauts
to have the article read here.
Mr. MURRAY.-That is not the proper
course to follow.
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Mr. IRVINE.-I do not believe that
the alternative course suggested by the
Premier is the right one.
'Ve are now
engaged in a judicial proceeding of a most
serious character. 'tVe are acting as a
court to determine the conduct of one of
Ollr fellow members, and we ought to have
the evidence presented to us so that we
can fairly judge t.he whole matter. The
only available way in which that can be
done is to adopt the course I suggest. As
the House is sitting to determine this important question, honorable members must
have regard to the particular evidence on
which they are to adjn~ge the matter.
But in order to depri ve the libel of any Ullnecessary publicity by its republication in
connexion with the proceedings of the
House, I desire to call attention to the
presence of strangers in the House.
The SPEAKER.-I can, as Speaker,
direct strangers to retire, but I think it
would be better if I were to leave the
chair till after tho refreshment hour.
The Speaker then left the chair.
rrhe House having resumed at half-past
seven o'clock,
:Mr. PEACOCK said-'When you left the
chair, sir, the question was being discussed
as to members not being able to j lldge in
connexion with this matter, for the reason
that a hil'ge number of t.hem had nut had
an opportunity of reading the article complained of, and it was contended that it
was only right and proper that members,
sitting as a court and dealing with this
subject, shonld have that opportunity. I
personally incline to the view that it would
be inadvisable to read the complained-of
article in this chamber, bUh certain members have reported to !TIe that they have
not had an opport.unity of reading it, and
they feel that it ought to be read to prevent its being said that members vot,ed
without knowing what the article contained. That view has impressed me and
my colleagues: I am not one of those
who will take up a position and doggedly
hold it. In trying to lead the House in this
very difficult matter I do not want it to be
said afterwards that we did not deal with
the question as fully as possible, remembering the difficult circumstances surl'Ounding it. I want to be satisfied that
iu dealing.with this troublesome subject, I
shall do nothing to cause regret afterwards.
I do not know the best form of procedure.
Some honorable members claim that the
article should be read to enable them
t<? give an intelligent vote. There were

j],IaJesty the King.

not enough copies of the paper available
for all members to read the article
during the adjournment.
I think wo
should conclude this matter to-night
aud as early as possible, and that
there should be no question of any
adjournment in connexion with it. 'Ve
ought to come to a determination at
this sitting. I feel that we should not
read this article, if we are going to act as
judges in the matter, in the presence of
strangers, for there should not be any
record of it in any way. To some extent
it is a difficult lnatter, but, after all, after
having gi ven it careful consideration, I
think the proper course to pursue will
now be to take the necessary steps to exclude strangers, so that members alone
may hear the article read, and that there
will be no record of.it in HansaTd.
o
The SPEAKER.-My position is this
under our law. I can direct strangers to
be removed from the House, and have the
article read, and I shall see that neither
Ilansard, the press, nor the pnblic is here.
Mr. BENT.-This is a matter of privilege, and I shall be one to oppose strangers
being ordered out. The A1'gUS has told
many people what thA article contains.
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Mr. BENT.--Yes. The first thing that
should have been done was to have the
article read, and upon that t.he motion
should have been founded. The honorable
member for Melbourne should have heard
the charge that was to be preferred against
him.
The SPEAKER.-I shall not allow the
article to be read while the public are
present. I shall see, if the House desires
it, that the Serjeant-at-Arms directs the
public to leave the House, and I shall see
t.hat there is no record made of the article.
Mr. BENT.--According to the standing
orders strangers can only be turned out
upon a resolution of the House.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memo
bel' appears to forget that the Speaker has
power to do it ,. . ithout a resolution of the
Honse. If it is the desire of the House
to have the article read, I will have
strangers removed.
Mr. BENT.-You interrupted me when
I had the right to speak. Suppose that
you do order Ifansard out, you cannot
prevent me, when the strangers come in,
quoting what has been said.
rrhe SPEAKER.-Yes, I can.
Mr. BENT.--vVell, we'll see. If you
like by force to silence me, you can do it.
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According to the standing orders, the way humility-that I did not write the article,
the Premier' brought up this motion that I did not authorize t he article to be
showed that he wanted to get at the hon- published, and that I did llOt read the
a,rticle until 111V attention was called
it
orable member.
Mr.PEAcocK.-Idonotwantto getat him. by what appea;'ed in the A1·gus. I have
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member no sympathy whatever with the article
for Melbourne should ·be here and hear the in question, I disavow all connexion with
it, and I am extremely sorry that the
article read.
The SPEAKER.-I will see that he is. article appeared. Ill' addition to that,
Mr. BENT.-He may say tha~ he does sir, to show you my sincerity in the
not approve of the article at all when it is matter--and in my nervousness' and
read. He did say to-night that he had anxiety this afternoon, I omitted to 111ennever read the article. He should hear . tiOll it-I would like to S,ty that,
the article read, and he might then say- although repeated applications for copies
""VeIl, I am technically responsible for of the paper were made after attention
this, but I will have nothing to do with a had been called to the article by the
Argus newspaper, none were issued
paper that offends against the King."
after I had read the article. Although
Mr. KEAsT.-He did not say that.
Mr. BENT.-He said he had never read fabulous sums were offered for a copy of
the article. I am just as loyal to the the paper-one shilling is a fabulous
Killg as those who talk about it, but I am SUIll to offer for a newspaper published
also loyal to a member of the House, and at one penny-I refused absolutely to
allow another copy to be sold. In addition
I want to see him get fair play.
The SPEAKER.-The Serjeant-at-Arms to that, agents that we never heard of
will now see that strangers withdraw from before sent in for large quantities of the
paper. In some cases as many as twelve
the Honse.
All strangersl together with the Hanscwd and fourteen dozen' copies were ordered,
reporter, withdrew at ten minutes to eight while many others asked for five and
o'clock p.m., and from that time until eight dozen, altogether a quantity that, if
twenty-three minutes past eight, the pro- the orders had been supplied, would have
ceedings were conducted in private.
amounted to some thousands. If· the
On strangers being again admitted,
matter had been looked at from a notoriety
The SPEAKER said-The honorable or £ s. d. point of view, and if I had been
member for Melbourne is now admitted to in sympathy with the article, those orders
the House, by the wish of the House as I might have been supplied. But I refused
understand, in order that he may be absolutely to allow any further copies of
afforded an opportunity of making any the paper to be printed Of to be sold.
further explanation which he may desire I absolutely refused to have another
to give.
I would remind the honorable paper printed after the fi l'st edimember that he has already done so 0~1 tion had been published.. Under those
three occasions, but I believe it is circumstances,
I feel that perhaps
the wish of the House to give him a I have been wrongly judged.
I
further opportunity of explaining matters have no desire to offend this House.
in relation to the article which has just I have no desire to offend Hi~ Majesty the
been read. After the explanation has King, to whom I have sworn ftllegiance,
been given, I would like to remind the and of ",hom I am a loyal subject'; and in
honorable member that it will be neces- these eircumstances-considering that,
sary-without expressing. any personal although I have the legal responsibility,
wish tq that effect, on the contrary I I have disavowed any connexioll with the
would like that it should riot be done- publication of the article, and that I
lor the honorable member to be gl)od declare that I have no sympathy with it
enough to retire from the chamber.
- I crave the indulgence of this House, to
. Mr. FINDLEY.-:-'Vhen, sir, I was which I tender my sincere apologies. I
given an opportunity of making an ex- desire to add that it is my intention to
planation in t.his House this afternoon, I sever my responsible connexion with that
was infor:med by one or two honorable paper as ~vidence of my sincerity in the
members that I appeared to take a repudiation of that article.
defiant attitude in regard to the matter
Mr. BENNETT. - In vie,,\" of the
under discussion. I then said that which apology and the explanation of the h011orI will repeat now, and I said it in all 4ble member for Melbourne, may I appeal
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to the Government to see their way clear,
ill ordor to get mallY members ont of all

was 110t punished by the House of Commons in the way it is now proposed to

awkward position, to withdraw theilmotion and allow the amendment to pass,

punish the honorable member for Melbonrne. Tho position tal,en up by the

providing that the offending member be
suspended for the rest of the session?
Dr. MALONEY.-N 0; for one week.
Mr. BENNETT. -No, I say until the
end of the session .. Let him be pUtlished
properly.
I think that that would be
carried.
The Speaker, at this stage (8.34 p.m.),
loft the chair for half-an-hour.
On t.he House resuming,
Mr. PEACOCK said-The one satisfaction that nll of us will have after ,"-e have
disposed of this matter-lleYer mind what
determination the House may arrive atwill be that honorable members generally
have not treated the matter as a party
question.
I tried-and ,vhother I succeeded or not it will be for the House to
determine-to place the facts before
honorable members with studious impartiality, so that the House may be possessed
of as much information as I have with
regard to this unfortunate episode. I
think honorable members will agree with
me that the motion I moved, after giving
every opportunity to the honorable member for ?\lelbourne to disavow any sympathy
with the art.icle ill question, was only
moved in consequence of the attitude of
the honorable member and of the statement made by him. Since then, as honorablo members know, he has made a further
statement, differing considerably from his
previous one. I have consulted with my-colleagucs, and we feel there is no other COllrse
open for the Government to pursne than
to allow the motion to stand. We, as a
Government, therefore adhere to the
motioll, and as the House is now in full
possession of the whole of the facts, it
is for honorable members to determine
whether they will adopt the motion submitted by the Government.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am sorry the
Government has taken up the position
indicated by the Premier. 1'here is OLle
thing to be stated in connexion with this
matter that 'should receive attention at
the hands of honorable members when
considering the original position.
The
art.icle complained of in the Tocsin wa&
extracted from the J?-ish People.
The
proprietor of the latter' newspaper and
writer of the article had a seat in the
House of Commons, and acknowledged
the authenticity of the article, bnt he

Honse of Commons was simply the COll-

fiscation of the issue of the paper containing the article in question. It was only
the one issue of that journal that \Vas
seized, and when the papers were confiscated nearly all th~ issue had disappeared. Several of the copies of that
issue reached Victoria, proving that
such was the case.
The Government
has, it seems to me, taken up the position
that it intended to take IIp in the first
instance. It simply stands solidly and
rigidly to the position it has assumed.
ffhe Premier ill vitcd a statement from the
honorable member for Melboul'lle, but
almost before the honorable member
could respond to the invitation, the
Premier was on his legs submitting the
motion before the House, which had been
written out beforehand.
Mr. PEACOCK.-vVe had three resolu·
tions ready, each dependent· on the attitude
adopted by the honorabl9 member for
Melbourne.
Mr. PH,ENDERGAST.-'l'he· honorable
member for Melbourne was practically
condemned almost before be had a chance
of voicing anything in respect of his position. vVe have seen comments from time
to time in all the daily papers ill Anstmlia objecting to the position taken up
on very freg uent occasions by the Emperor
of Gerlllany. But had that been looked
npon as lese JJIaj'este? There was not much
talk then about libelling the occupant of a
throne. Weare assuming a position in
connexion with this matter that the King
of England himself would not adopt.
There is much of this manifestation of a
loyal spirit that isnot genuine loyalty at all.
Mr. FORREs'l'.-Withdraw.·
Mr. PRENDEH,GAST.-The attitude
assllmed by ~ome persons will call for condemnation on t11e part of His Majesty the
King himself if he reaJs the debate in this
House.
.
Mr. METHVEN.-You are speaking for
yourself.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am speaking
of what I know to be the case. A large
llumber of the people of this State are
thoroughly imbued with a loyal spirit, but
they absolutely refuse to perrilit themsel ves to be degraded by voicing sentiments which no king would ever expect or
demand of them. I feel in conllexion
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with this matter that the honour of the
House would hn,ve been fully served if the
explanation made by the honorable member for Melbourne had been accepted in
the first instn.nce. It should not be overlooked that the honorable member has expressed his sorrow for the republication of
the article, and has stated that he did not
permit a single copy of the issue in which
the article appeared to leave the office
after the matter had come under J1is
notice. He also said that he prevented a
second edition being published for the
purposes of sale, although there had been
a large demand for copies of this issne.
'Vhen the Premier alluded to a number of
news agents refraining from selling this
issue of the Tocsin he forgot that a large
number of news agents tried to purchase
this issue of the pn.per, and if they had
obtained the copies they could have
sold 10,000, 20,000, or even 100,000
of this issue.
I am sorry in the
interests of
the
honorable member himself, and in the interest of the
public who desired to read this article,
that there was no second edition of the
paper, so that the publication might have
circulated widely throughout the country,
and given the public an opportunity of
seeing for themselves what the Tocsin
thought of the matter.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-That is worse
than the original offence.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-YOU. are killing the
honorable member.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Let me quote a
small portion of this article, the concluding sentence of the article.
The SPEAKER.-No. I informed the
House that I would not allow this article to
be quoted. I intend to insist on that, and
expect the House to assist me in preventing any quotation from this article. lintend allowing the honorable member to
proceed as he is now proceeding.
Mr. BENT.-Then why was he stopped 1
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Brighton has no right to interjeet,
and he knows it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If I understood you aright, sir, you stn.ted that certain terms should not be permitted to be
used, and that the defamatory portion
extracted from the Irish People should
not be quoted. I want to place before the
House a passage in the Tocsin, having no
direct connexion with the reflections on
the character of the King, or the defamatory references to which strong objection
Se8sion 1901.-[10]

jJfajesty the I{ing.

125

has been taken. I wish to show that the
Tocsin condemried the article. It is
not for the purpose of using any of the
blasphemy against the King, but for the
purpose of educating the public as to the
true position, and showing why we should
have freedom of the press acknowledged
in Victoria.
The SPEAKER.-Order. This article
was not quoted in the House of Commons
so far as I understand, and I do not
intend to allow a quotation from it here.
I believe that is the wish of the House.
I told the House when it was sitting in
camera that if there was a general discussion on this q nestion honorable members would have to refrain from referring
to the passages in the article.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It is not that
portion of the article that I wish to refer
to. I want to be allowed to quote the
lat.ter part of the artiele, so that the
House may judge of the position adopted
by the writer in the Tocsin in connexion
with the article extraoted from the Irish
People. It was alluded to in the House
before.
Mr. BEN'r. -" Guilty. Let us hear the
evidence."
The SPEAKER.-l shall be glad to see
the article if the honorable member will
send it to me.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The· portion I
wish to quote has no abusive reference to
His Majesty the King. There is not one
vt'Ord objectionable to the King in that
part of it.
The SPEAKER.- Will the honorable
member let me see the quotation, and I
will decide whether it should be read in
the House ~
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l' then handed the
paper to the Speaker, who perused it.
rrhe SPEAKER.-There is nothing
objectionable in the paragraph which the
honorable member wishe!:! to place before
the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.·-The paragraph
re::tds as follows : Surely the obvious excitement, of the writer
(touched on a tender point of his religion),
manifested in the sheer .abusiveness of his language, sufficiently discounts the force of his
charges, whether made in good faith or otherwise, to make it absurd to suppose that the
mere circulation of the article could have prodU0ed any such injury to the King, or any such
public disorder as to warrant the suppression
as an emergency measure. This is the essential
point, to elucidate which we have thought it
necessary to quote the article as it appeared.
Extraordinary meal!!ures can only be justified
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on the maxim that the p)1blic safety is the
supreme law, and here it is ridiculous to contend
that this maxim was applicable.
That is the portion of the article I alluded

to. It is a perfect defence. It is the explanation on the part of the writer of this
article to the public for quoting it, and it
is for making such an inoffensive comment
as that that a member of the House is to
be pilloried in this chamber. The honorable member has expressed his regret at
what has occurred, and if he had not been
a member of the labour party there would
not have been such bitterness manifested
by Ministers, and by a section of this House.
Mr. BRowN.-There would not have
been as much sa.id. Any other honorable
member would have been put out neck
and crop.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
member should, on this occasion at any
rate, show a leniency which does not seem
to be manifested by his words. The
honorable member for Melbourne has
apologized to the House, and he has expressed regret at what had occurred.
Moreover, he has stated that he knew
nothing about the republication of this
article until he saw it in the Tocsin.
He has also expressed his willingness to
retire from the management of the paper,'
and ,Yet, notwithstanding all this, a section
of the House is searehing for blood. It is
a wonder that a motion has not been proposed to hang him. That is the position
a number of honorable members take up
in cOllnexion with this matter. It will be
a very bad thing if ever we permit in this
country a cry to be raised that is likely to
lead to religious or racial differences
between the people. Honorable members should remember that the objectionable portion of this article complained
of was mixed np with a reference to religion, and I deprecate it entirely. It will be
a bad day for the country when these
things are carried to an extreme. Nothing
wi1l be gained by forcing the honorable
member for Melbourne out of this Honse.
For punishing him so severely after the
explanation that he made, the electors of
Melbourne might return him to the House,
alld what position will the House then be
in ~ It will be in an extraordinary position.
It will be in the position of retracting
portion of the severe sentence passed upon
the honora.ble member. The sentence the
House is about to inflict is unjnstifiably
severe, and if a very slight sentence were
imposed for the purpose of marking the
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displeasure of the House at the conduct
of the honorable member, it would mget
the wishes of the people outside. It is a
most iniquitous thing to condemn a man
publicly and yet suppress the article upon
which he has been condemned.
Mr. BENT.-Before the motion is put,
I wish to move an amendment.
The SPEAKER. -1 understand the
honorable member has spoken two or t.hree
times.
Mr. BENT.-I have spoken on the
matter of privilege, but not on the question before the House. The amendment
that I wish to move is as follows : That the member for Melbourne be asked
the name of the writer, and, if he gives the
Honse the name, his apology be accepted, and
that the House take means to punish the man
who wrote the article.

Mr. GILLIEs.-rrhat is not an amendment..
Mr. BENT.-Oh, is t.he honorable member Speaker now 1 I can lend him a wig
if he is.
The SPEAKER.-At the present time
this amendment is ent.irely irrelevant.
There is an amendment already before the
House to obliterate certain words. Iii
that is done, then the House can do what
it likes in filling up the gap.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON.-I desire to say
one or two words in connexion with the
matter, because I believe the honorable
member for Melbourne is placed in a very
unfortunate position. I think the House is
likely to punish him, not on account of
anything that he has clone, but simply because he happened at a particular time to
occupy a position which renders him
legally responsible. He is not morally
guilty of allY crime. During the whole of
the discussion the attitude of some honorable members wl)Uld 1ead any impartial
observer to believe that they had made up
their minds to condemn the honorable
member before any evidence WflS given.
The Premier eame to the House and
levelled the charge against the honorable member without the slightest evidence. If the Government could have
had its way the real charge itself
would never have been given to the
House nor any evidence in support of it.
It was only on the suggestion of the
lea.der of the Opposition that the article
itself was read, and many members of the
House were prepared to vote without
Imowing what they were votillg upon.
HONORABLE MEMBERS.-No.
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Mr. J. ·W. BILLSON.-I say yes. Very
few members reqnested that the article
should be read, and many members acknowledged that they had not seen a eopy of the
paper, and eould not get one - some of
them asked me to give them a copy-still
they were prepared to vote. It appears
that we are about to condemn a man who
states before this Honse that he regrets
the appearance of the article; who
apologizes to the House for it; and I
believe that if he were not a labour
member, and that the Opposition were not
wanting his seat, this action would not
have been taken. I believe, further, that
the honorable member is about to be condemned by this House simply'because he
has not Lhe best method of laying his case
before the House. I believe that if the
same sentiments were uttered in this
House in a different, in a more plea~ant,
in a more takiug and more persuasive
manner, members of this House would
have been prepared to accept t.he apology.
The man is to be condemned simply because of his method of addressing the
House.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-He spoke very
nicely.
Mr.J. W. BILLSON.-Take the Hansa1'd
report of Mr. Findley's first, second, and
last statements, and they differ very little
ill effect; they differ very little in the real
matter. There are two portions in t.he
article referred to-the portion that was
writ,ten in Victoria and the portion written
in Ireland. ']'he portion that the Tocsin
is really responsible for condemns the
article which it published. 'l'he point it
tried to make was that in the in terests of
justice and morality no article should be
suppressed, and no person should be judged
unless after a fair trial. W' e are about to
condemn some one withon t a fail' trial.
Mr. 'l'OU'l'CHER,-vVhat about the scandalous libel on the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth?
Mr. J. 'Y. BILLSON.-I would 1I0t like
anyone to assume that I indorse that
article. I do not; I think it is a great mistake, and I condemn it as strollgly as any
memberhere. But Idonot want this Parliament to mete out punishment to him that
the House of Commons would not mete
out in similar circumstances. Surely the
Honse of Commons is the best custodian
of tile honour aud dignity attaching to
that House; surely we could follow their
example; and what is regarded as sufficient punishme.nt in the old cOllntt'y
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should be so regarded here. I shall vote
against 'he suspension of the honorable
member for all time. I think, even if
he was guilty, it is too great a punishment. But he is not guilty of anything
further than being placed in an unfortunate position when the article appeared.
The publisher and printer as a rule has no
more connexion with the matter of the
paper than a man outside altogether.'
Sir JOHN McIN'fYRE.-He has to be
responsible.
Mr. J. VV. BILLSON.-'l'his House will
eventually have to consider the respollsibility of newspaper proprietors. 1 aclmowledge the legal responsibility of the honorable member for Melbourne, but not the
moral responsibility. 'When a man is not
morally guilty the courts of justice always
take a lenient view of the case. Are we
taking a lenient view of it? I think we
are taking a very harsh view of it. The
minds of the jury are made up, and were
before the article was read. I am
sorry the matter has not been approached ill a more reasonable spirit,
that would have been more likely
to bring, us to the truth. In my
opinion the honorable member for Melbourne has made reparation to the Honse;
he has apologized for t118 article, and told
the Honse that he intends to disconnect
himself with the paper; alJd if the House
feels that anything further should be
done, the courts of law are available to
prosecute him.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-It is a spiteful
thing.
Mr. J. VV. BILLSON.-I donot say that;
but I say it is ulljustifiable. I hope the
HOllse will accept the apology of the
honorable member.
Mr. MURRAY.--Befol'e you put the
original motion I should like to say a few
"'ords on the question. Of all the experience~ I have had in Parliament, extending now over a considerable number of
year8, I feel this to be far and awa.y the
most painful one, and I am sure that it is
the feeling experienced by all other honorable members. I condemll the importation iuto the debate of any heat, of any
acrimonious exchange of expressions, between one side of the House und the other,
or between one membel' and another; and
as strongly do I condemn those honorable members who have apparently
prejudged the case in riot listening courteously to those honorable members ",lw
in difficnlt circumstances, get up and
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endeavour to say something to defend or case, and all that was likely to tell most
palliate the conduct of the honorable strongly in his favour? I, as a member
member for Melbourne-a member whom to-night, not directly connected with the
we are now sitting upon as a court and charge at all, feel more trepidation in
trying-and we should assume some of addressing this chamber-and I do not
the judicial dignity that usually invests a believe I am more or less honest than
court of justice. Also, we should be other honorable members--than I have
distinguished by some degree of that ever felt before when rising to discuss any
tolerance and that mercy ;'vhich, under mattel~ in the House. I would not have
similar circumstances, would be fitting been astonished if the honorable member
attributes to any outside court that was for Melbourne had been incapable of uttertrying a similar case. In the discussion inga single word in his defence. There is
so far as it hv,~ !!Qne, there is oi1e thing one feature in connexion with the course
in the action d r.he Premier that has pursued by the leader of the Government
been entirely overlooked; and I believe that I feel merits, on the part of the
we would have had nothing of this to- House, the very strongest condemnation.
night, but for the action of the A?'g~ts. Is this not a tribuna11 Is' this not a
We, have
had
the
Argus
in body, this Legislative Assernby, capable
righteous indignation in defence of the of looking after its own honour, and
King, drawing pub,lic attention to the capable of vindicating that honour if
article which appeared in the 1hcsin, and ass~iled ~ What is the first act of the
without which indignation on the part of honorable member ~ He informs us that
that journal very few would have had a he did consult his law officers; and, posknowledge that there was any snch pnb. , sibly, acting upon their ad vice-it seems
lication appearing. The Imperial Govern- to me, under the circnm8tances, very
ment inflicted upon the original offender strange ad vice-he cables to the Secretary
who first published this article a very of State for the Colonies, Mr. Chambermild punishment compared. with that lain, asking him what to do under the
which we propose to impose upon the circumstances.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That is not true.
member for Melbourne. The action of
Mr. MURRAY.-If it is not absolutely
the Imperial Government has been questioned by the highest constitutional true that the honorable member asked
authorities as an arrogation of a power what he should do, he asked what would
w11ich it did not possess, and which be the best course to follow under the
Parliament has no right to possess, or circumstances. Of all the public men in
to claim to possess, when the' case the British dominions the last man to get
should have been tried in the courts good, honest, moral, and wholesome advice
of law. Here, ho'wever, we are in this from, that I should recommend anyone
different position. The per80n who has to go to, is Mr. Chamberlain.
legal and technical responsibility for the
Mr. Grr.LIEs.-That is an election cry.
Mr. MURRAY.-Of course I know the
article is a member of this House. We
ha,re nothing' whatever to do, with the honorable member for Toorak is possibly
legal aspects of the question. It is only an old pal of the eminent statesman to
in so far as it regards the honour, the whom I refer. Very often when the
dignity, and the loyalty of this House.
honorable member for Toorak was AgentMr. W ARDE.-It is a cheap way out of General for the colony, when we did
the difficulty.
not know anything about his whereabouts,
Mr. MURRAY.-I do not say that. possibly he was at Birmingham assisting
Some members appear to have their con- Joseph in the production of orchids or
demnation of the honorable member for something else. I cannot. help admiring
Melbourne confirmed; because when he the loyalty of the honorable member
first rose this afternoon' he did not, as which makes him interject oli this occafully as they expected he would, repudiate sion for the purpose, perhaps, of defending'
all kno\vledge of that article, and express his old friend the eminent English statesregret for the same.
man, who, God knows, has led Great
Mr. BENT.-He could not.
Britain into enough trouble without being
Mr. MURRAY.-I would ask any hon- asked to assist us in doing our business.
orable member, if he were placed in The proper course for the Premier would
similar circumstances, would he be likely have been to have acted on 'his own
to remember all t.hat he should say in the responsibili ty.
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Parliament. All thing-s cOllsidered, if we
Mr. MUHHA Y -The Premier was very accept his explanatioIl, he is really not
proud of boasti ng sometimes that the morally guilty. Let LlS ask ourselves the
Government to(,k responsibility; but on question, are we not going too far ~ Some
this occasion he wanted to place the members may be determined on that
responsibility of his course of action upon course by the know ledge that they
the Secretary of State. Now the honor- will be supported by public opinion.
able member repudiates what W~lS my generally outside, and also by the·
impression as to the cablegram which he whole body of the press.
I would.
sent to Mr. Chamberlain. I understood say to honorable members, that being
him, and 1 believe other honorable memo the case, are we not perhaps following
bel's understood it, that he was asking for what, after all, is a cowardly course? Will
advice as to what the proper course was it not be more manly, more dignified, and
for him to follow in the circumstances.
ll1leet the fullest demands of justice if we
Mr. 'rHENWI'l'H:-Yon misunderstood it.. inflict the milder sentence of suspending
Mr. MURHAY.-Then what did he him for the remainder of the session ~
cable for, ill· the name of heaven and. all
Mr. BROWN.-·What about his conthat is righteous? \Vas it only a sort of stit.uency ~
Mr. W·ARDE.-Thap is no worse than
friendly greeting to "Joe," saying that
"this democratic Government of Victoria is taking a trip to England. Leave for that
going to do something that I know the . would be granted without a word.
tory Government of England will approve
Mr. MURRA y.-It willllot disfranchise'
of?" He would not tell us what the cable his constituency: because we understand it
he sent was, and he will not give us any is already disfranchised. I think, under the
indication of what the reply was, further circumstances, on this occasion we might
than that it was immellsely satisfactory to well temper justice with mercy. I do not
the Premier of Victoria. Under the circum- say, viewing it in its legal aspect., that the
stances, to-night we are entitled to more proposal of the Premier carries with it a
than half-confidences. The Premier should punishment greater than the crime
have informed Mr. Chamberlain that his deserves. If I felt that the honorable
reply would not have been considered as member for MelbGurne was in every ,yay
strictly confidential, that he wished for responsible for that article, or in any way
t hat ad vice for pu bEc purposes, and that responsible forit, instead of being too heavy
the advice should have been made public. a punishment I would regard it as rather
That is the view I take. He should not a. mild one. I have always censured the
have telegraphed at all; but having tele- practice of the press in slating public men,
graphed, this House is ent.itled to knO\y \V hether king 01' commoner, peer or peasant.
what the cablegram was, and the reply No organ has my sympathy that does
thereto. However, to leave that, here we that, and apparently they all do it. ·What
are sitting as a judicial court npon a fel- do we find these organs doing and publishlow member. I t is proposed by the Go- ing of late every day ~-spreadillg a libel
vernmeut that we shall inflict punishment upon a feeble and defenceless class, a
upon the honorable member, who is libel that no one elldeavours to bring
legally responsible; and I do not defend them to justice for, and secure for them
the article which appeared il! the Irish the punishment they deserve. In giving
People, nor do I attempt to defend its evidence the other day before a certain
publication here.
I condemn that as board there was a man who slandered a
strongly as anyone can, and as strongly poor, virtuous, and deserving class. 'Vhy
do I condemn the action of the .Arg~l.s do not these newspapers take the beam
for baving, in one sense of the 'YOI'd , out of their own eye before they attempt
made the matter public. But we are here to pick the mote out of that of their
trying this honorable member. I say we smaller brother's ~ 'Vhile I condemn the
should divest ourselves of all warmth of action of the Premier in submitting· this
feeling, either on one side or the other. motion, I would applaud him very much
Let us ask onrselves, is it wise or judicious if he went a step further and had legal
that we should inflict the maximum recourSl; against the papers which publish
penalty wit hin our powed V\T e cannot such an atrocious libel on a pOOl' and depunish the honorable mem bel' more fenceless class in our l'nidst. Let him
severely tba,ll if we carry ont the proposal begin with the King, but do not let him
The King is in just as
of the Premier, which is to expel him from end there.
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defenceless a position, perhaps, as political stigma to rest upon the shoulders
these others are, and he deserves of the honorable member, and this will be
just as much as they do, arid a further punishment. Is it wise for the
no more, to be defended by the Govern- House to step iu a.nd adopt the motion
ment of this country. In my opinion, the submitted hy tho Government 1 Personlesser punishment proposed will meet the ally, I say it il:! not. 'While I am sittiug
hehind the Goverument as its supportel',
enormity of the offence.
Mr. TUCKEH.-I feel that I should I would not support it in an action of
say a few words .on the question before this sort. I hold that the position, as
the Honse. I regret, indeed, the very put before the House, bas not been put in
strong action that has been submitted the way it ought to hllve been put.
to the Honse by the Premier. I hold 'When it was first brought before the
that the motion of the Premier, after House the quality of the honorable memthe explanation t.hat was given by the ber~s trallsgression should have been COllhonorable member for Melbourne, is sidered first, prior to the infliction of
out of all comparison to the offence that the pUllishment being considered at all,
has been committed, and appears to me to and. then the penalty' to be inflicted
be too drastic altogether. I can only say should have been decided upon by
that it strikes me with surprise that, after anot.her resolution.
It appears to me
considering the time that the Government strange that, with the legal minds surhas taken to consider this question, and . rounding the Government and the many
after two adjournments of the House, they legal minds we have in t he House, that
are still insisting upon the motion pro- this position has not been pointed out to
posed by the Premier. I hold that I am the Government before. That would be
as loyal a subjeet to the British Crown as a more legitimate and fair way of dealing
with the subject at issue. "Ve have a
allY man in the House, but still I hold
that we ought not to impose such a heavy resolution brought forward which is a
punishment upon a man who has hearing of the honorable member's case
committed an offence for which he and also his condemllation practically
is bound up in one. If the Government,
is not moral1y gnilt.y, if he
legally guilty.
I hold
that he sllpported as it is by the legal members
ought to be punished for holding the in tho House, are prepared to take np
position of publisher and priuter of tho this position and stand by it, then I say
llewspaper, and for allowing this article to that it raises a guestion in my mind
go into it and to be circulated about the whether the laws of the country, as they
country.
'rhe paper professes to be have been administered in the past, are
written in tbe interest of the workers of administered in the propel' way.
It
Victoria; this article in no sense is going appears to me that the la \vs of the
to benefit the workers of Victoria. I say country in the past have not been
that the article never should have beeil administered in a proper way if this
published in the paper. In my opinion resolution is properly before the House.
the pUblication of that article must Either one 01' the other must be
eventually be injurious to the best interests condemned. I did not intelld to haye
()f the. workers. and injurious to the paper spoken so wal'mly upon the subitRelf. For allowing it to be published, I ject, but the pnllishn-lent sought to be
say the honorable member ought to be meted ont to the honorable member for
punished; but the punishment the Go- Melbourne is out of all comparison with
vernment proposes in the motion sub- the sin that he has committed. Hence I am
mitted is too drastic. I feel that I have bound to vote for t.he amendment that
no right to vote on the motion without has been proposed.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON.-I would like to
expressing my opinion npon it, and
In the
especially as I intend to vote for the ask the Premier a guestion.
amendment. If the honorable member is event of the amendment being carried,
suspended for one session, yon inflict npon is he prepared to accept it 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-That is a matter enhim a punishment. that he will remember
for the rest of his oays-a punishment that tirely for the Honse.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memeverymembEH' of this Houseand nine-tenths
of the general public will confirm as equit- ber has already spoken, and the honorable
able and just. 'rhe suspension for the the Premier has already spoken. Honorsession will bring also a certain amount of able members can vote for the omisfdon of
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certain words from the motion, and if those
words are omitted, they will then be at
liberty to insert any other words.
Mr. J. VV. BILLSON.-It would be a
help if the Government would give some
intimation as to whether they will accept
the amendment in the event of its being
carried.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The Government
are sitting on a rai1.
Mr. PEAcocK.-They are not sitting on
a rail.
Mr. McLEOD.-In connexion with
the very painful subject which has been
before the House .to-night, I must confess
that I felt deeply pained at the ontside
influences which have been imported into
the discussion. Reference has been made
to political matters, and the question of
religion has been dragged across the trail.
There is one feature of this matter to
which 1 wish to refer. I would point out
that this is not an ordinary case of publishing a libellous article at all, because in
the first place this article was brought up
before the British Honse of Commons, and
admitted to be of such a gross nature
that even those opposed to the action
taken by the Government could not look
upon it favorably. I will not venture to
quote any portion of the article, but I
will say that, seeing the length of time
that has elapsed tSince the original pll blication of it, and seeing the action taken by
the British Honse of ·Commons in respect
to it, the publication of it at this particular
time seems to me to bo an aggravation
of the offence. The Honse of Commons
has already emphatically expressed its
determination that the article is a
libel, and tha.t opinion has been ratified
by the people of Great Britain. In reading the article which introduced the question complained of, I thought that, whilst
it professed to weaken the significunce of
the article, it really added to the gravamen
of the charge. There are insinuations
there that a certain portion of the article
is true. The King cannot defend himself,
and in the eyes of any chivalrous man he
ought to be free from being assailed in
thin manner, even on that ground alone.
It has been said that the King, by merely
having a letter inserted in the Times newspaper, could have defended himself, but,
in my opinion, it was mere hypocrisy to
j llstify the libel on those grounds.
Dr. MAI.,oNEY.-N 0 one is justifying the
article.
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Mr. McLEOD.- Honorable memLers
profess that they do not justify the article,
but they are practically justifying the
publication of it.
Dr. MALONEY.-Oh, no.
Mr. McLEOD.-That is the extraordinary position taken up, not only in the
article, but by those who are defending it.
It is said that it is necessary in the interests
of the public and public morality that
these things should be shown up.
That is to say that the interests of public
morality require that the press should be
allowed to circulate broadcast the grossest
slanders regarding a public man! That
is a position which the House will not
recognise-to say that a gross libel can
be perpetrated in the interests of morality.
That, I am sure, the House will not
indQrse. It appears to me that we are
departing to a great extent from the
question at issne. The gravamen of the
charge consists in the fact of the article
being published here after full deliberation, and after the full text of the condemnation had reached the State. I feel
much sympathy with the honorable member for Melbourne as pUblisher of the
article. It ma,y be, as he says, that he
knew nothing of it. But can we attempt
to excuse the honorable member or any
gentleman occupying a responsible position as publisher, if he al1o~vs the paper
for which he is responsible to be con·
ducted in such a manner ~ It would not
be tolerated that a man who had not done
his duty as publisher in the.manner recognised by law should be allowed to say-" I
know that I am responsible," and to take
no further notice of the offence. I think
that that is a position which merely requires to be stated to show that it
is utterly illogical. I d:an assure the honorable member that I have been deeply
pained in having to deal with this matter,
and I deeply regret tho levity which has
characterized a portion of the proceedings.
They have certainly not been of the
judicial character which SOl11e honorable
members professed to desire. And some
of those honon~ble members who spoke
loudest of the necessity of dealing with
the matter in a judicial spirit have exhibited the greatest levity in discussing it
- a levity which jarred greatly on me.
These are the reasons for my vote on this
matter, and I feel that the honour of the
House is at stake. We have just settled
down after welcoming the heir to the
Throne, and stowing our loyalty to it by
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every means in €lUl' power. 'Ve are now
told that loyalty permits us to commit a
gross and vile slander on the person of the
Monarch occupying the Throne, and whom
we profess to serve.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am not going to
detain the House at any great length, but
I wish to say that I shall vote for the
amendment.
I regret extremely the
necessity for asking honorable members to
be very careful, and not cause themselves
such great pain. I have heard member
after member getting np and telling"
the House what a painful thing it
is to do what the
Government
are asking them to do, and that
it would be painful to vote for the
Government proposal. I cannot understand honorable members talking of pain,
and at the same time voting to expel the
honorable member for Melbourne after
the full explanation which he has given in
regard to the article which appeared in
that paper. I know full well that his explanation is true. I have gone to his office
time after time and could llot find' him.
Other duties take him away from the
<office. We knO\v fnll well that his name
is only placed on the paper as pu bHsher.
I am surprised that the members of the
Government have lent themselves to this,
because it is lendirlg themselves to the
Argus. The honorable the leader of the
Government told us there were many
things he could not inform the House on.
But did he not tell us that the matter
was first brought uuder his notiue by a
represe~)tative of the Argus late at night?
He gave his own opinion that he would
see further about it, and he said
he would consult his colleagues. They
rushed into print with it, and had the
Government under the whip.
That
is what the)~ are doing. They desire
to snatch
back
the
seat filled
by the honorable member for Melbourne in this House, and the Government have entered the trap which has
Deen laid, a~ld are being whipped by
the Argus. I expect them to be doubly
pained on unseating the honorable mem ber
for Melbourne and getting some one else
in place of him. I am sorry, and regret
that these gentlemen are suffering such
terrible pain. The honorable member for
Toorak looks pained now, and ho has not
Although he has not
spoken at all.
spoken, he is evidently suffering great
distress. If the honora.ble member for
Melbourne sat in the opposition corner

i1{ajesty the King.

the pain of the honorable member for
Toorak would be of a different eharacter. His pain would then have been
that the Government would dare to
interfere with the liberty of an honorable
member after he had absolutely apologized,
and showed that he was not responsible
for the article in question. Honorable
members may talk as they like about
introducing party politics into this question, but it is quite evident that au attempt
is being made to secure a seat from this
side of the House.
The Government
hav~ fallen
int.o the trap- a trap
laid systematically and well by the
A1<gUS.
rrho Government have shmvn
that they at least have no mercy,
either for a supporter or anyone
else, and that they are under the whip of
a newspaper. At present they are under
the whip of the Argus, but they know also
that the other newspapers will also whip
them unless they show extreme loyalt.y in
expelling a man who absolutely declares
that he had nothing to do with writing
the article in question, knew nothing
about publishing it, and did all he could
to stop its circulation. The A1<gus has
done more to circulate this article by
bringing the matter so prominently under
notice-Mr. PRENDEfwAsT.-It has made the
fortune of the Tocsin.
Mr. SANGSTER-I say that the proprietors of the A1'[/1tS . have dOlle more to
circulate this libel, if it is It
libel, than the Tocsin could in twenty
years. The l)remier knows it, and every
member of this House knows it. If the
nlotion is carried it will be the moans of
doing an injustice to an honest man.
Mr. SMITH.-lt occurs to me that
should the amendment of the honorable
member for Essendon be lost, and the
proposition of the Government be carried,
those who vote, or intend to vote, for the
amendment are liable to have their
motives called into question if they do
not take an opportunity of explaining their position.
I intend to vote
for the amendment, and because I do,
I feel that I should say a word or two.
To me the circum~tances seem altogether
too sad for us to deal with them in the
least spirit of levity. I feel sorry for the
Government, for, notwithstanding what
has been said, I can easily realize that
it mllst be most painful to have to
take action iu this matter.N 0 one can
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possibly derive any pleasure from it, and
I cannot imagine any man feeling even
the slightest tinge of satisfaction at being
compelled to VOV3 on a matter of this
kind. But what would be my position
were I dealing with this as a magistrate
ill some other place, as I frequently have
to do, arid as other honorable members
have to do~ Is it cl1stomary, I would ask,
to impose the severest penalty upon a
man for an offence he has committed 7
I say nothing about it being a first offence,
but i8 it customary . to impose the
severest penalty upon an offender 7 I
say that that is very seldom done. I
desire, however, to state that I have not
an atom of sympathy with the publication
of that article, or with the comments upon
it by which it was accompanied.
I feel
very strongly, indeed, that the preamble
to the article itself is in language that
ought not to be used in a newspaper
which cla,ims to be respectable. I
hi!-ve nothing to thank the :Pocsin for,
for I have been under its whip, as
also have other members. 'When a
paper calls a man a rebel, it cannot say
anything very much stronger. I hope that
some effort will be made to get at the real
writer of this article, and the person who
is really responsible for its pulJlication,
and I for one am ready to snpport the
Government in any measures they may
take to bring that mim to a sense of his
position.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Get his scalp.
Mr. SMITH. -I t is no use talking like
that j and the honorable member for
Melbourne may.well exclaim-" Save me
from my f~'iends."
Mr. PRENDERGAs'J'.-Especially when
you are speaking.
Mr. SMI'l'H.--I do not think we ~re
. helping the honorable member for Melbourne by making these interjections. I
want to make my position perfectly clear.
I have no sympathy with anythit.lfj which
appeared in connexion with this article,
but I do thiuk that the House, in
seeking to go the extreme length that it
can go, is about to commit an error, I
feel that it would have been better if the
Government could have seen its way to
accept the amendment, and surely, to
suspend a member of this House for a
whole session is n. very severe penalty
indeed. In my twelve years of pm'liamentary life I have never seen anything
like it, and I trust that, whether m'y time
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in this Honse may be long or short, I
shall never again have the feeling that
I have to-night while this matter has been
under consideratioll.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-I have thought it
fitting, as a new member, to remain perfectly silent in order that I might hear the
views which the more experienced members expressed as to what is due to the
honour and dignity of this House, and I
confess that I am not'disposed to take the
vie~v at this stage that the House has
shown itself in any very outstanding way
a good judicial tribunal. I am more than
ever confirmed in the view I have always
entertained that a House of Legislature is
not a good court of justice. 'Ve have engaged to-night in a business which has been
described as painful, and, although some
honorable members have thought fit to
make a jest in regard tothe useofthe word,
painful, I think I am voicing the feelings
. of most honorable members when I say
that there never was an occasion when the
discharge of public duty would seem to be
,surrounded with so many difficulties and
accompanied by so much pain. It is not
necessary for me to declare my loyalty.
That goes without saying. I have served
His :Majesty, as honorable members know,
and I am prepared to serve His Majesty
again, and have the greatest regard for
my Sovereign. ] utterly detest not only
the article which appeared in the Prisk
People, but also tho article in the Tocsin,
which embodies it. But we are not now
considering so much that aspect of the
matter as what should be our attitude
towards the member of the HOllse whQ
was at the outset of our proceedings
invited to make an explanation.
The
Premier had several resolutions, and he was
not quite satisfied as to which one he would
submit to the House. Had the honorable
member for ~felbourne assumed a different
attitude,' had his manner been pleasantel',
had it been of a character snch as a more
skilful
man might have assumed,
ill order to get out of the difficulty, the
probabilities strongly are, as honorable
members realize, that some other resolution
than the one now before the House would
have been submitted. But the honorable
mel'nber has been unfortunate in his
manner, ,and there can be no doubt about
it that he did not impres!3 the members of
this Honse with the \Yay in which he made
his explanation. I was 110t impressed by
it, and when the honorable' member retired, I think I was prepared to vote for
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the motion which the Premier has proposed. But we have gone on to do other
thillgs since then. After the article was
read in the Honse, the honorable member
for Melbourne was invited to make
a further statement, and surely there
was implied in that invitation some sort
of idea that, if the st.ttement should
prove satisfactory, the House wonld be prepared to take a more lenient view of his
position than it otherwise would have
done. That is the way the thing impressed itself on my mind, and I am liot
disposed to concede that we would be
justified in saying that, notwithstanding
the further statement and the disclaimer,
we should now impose the full penalty.
'tV e have to take the greatest care that
onr loyalty does not by any chance lead to
onr doing an injustice. It seems to m0,
and I aS3ume that the same idea occurs
to every member of this Honse, that he
serves the King best who remembers that
every subject of the King mllst be treated
with f:trict justice. After the article was
read, the honorable member declared that
he was sorry for what had happened, and
at the same time assured us of his absolute
irresponsibility in the matte!", a statement
of the case which those of llS who are
members of the press will readily
understand; yet, notwithf:tanding that,
he is to suffer the severest penalty that
can be inflicted upon him. I am not
disposed to say that he should not be
punished. I say that lie has committed a
technical faul t, and is legally responsible.
The House owes something to its dignity,
to its hononr, and to its loyalty, and he
therefore should be punished. But I
would ask honorable members to consider,
and some honorable members spoke as if
their minds were still open,' whether they
would be justified in saying that the
supreme punishment this House can impose, ought, in all the circnmstances, to be
the penalty. T think this House would do
well to take the advice of its most experienced members, so that after all that has
just happened, its justice may be tempered
with mercy.
The' House divided on the question that
the words "expelled this House" stand
part of the motionAyes .. .

64

Noes .. .

17

:Majority against the amendment 47

~£aJesty

the King.

AYE~.

Mr. Andrews,
Argyle,
" Barbour,
" Bennett,
" Bowser,
" Brown,
" Burton,
" E. H. Cameron,
" Cullen,
" Downward,
" Duffus,
" Duggan,
" Fink,
" Forrest,
" Foster,
" Fotheringham,'
" Gillies,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Grose,
" Gurr,
" Hall,
" A. Harris,
" J. Harris,
" Hennessy,
" Holden,
" Irvine,
" Isaacs,
" Keast,
" Keogh,
" Kerr,
" Kirton,.
" Langdon,

Mr. Lawson,
Lazarus,
" Levien,
" Mackinnon,
" Madden,
" .T. \Y. Mason,
" McArthur,
Dr. McInerney,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" .Methven,
" Mitchell,
" Nichols,
" Oman,
" O'Neill,
" Outtrim,
" Peacock,
" Ramsay,
" Robinson,
" Sadler,
" Shiels,
" Staughton,
" Toutcher,
" Trenwith,
" Vale,
" ·White,
" E. D. Williaml'l,
" \V. H. Williams.
'Tellers.
Mr. Craven,
" McBride.
NOES.

Mr. Beazley,
" Bent,
" Billson,
" Bromley,
" E. Cameron,
" Duffy,
Dr. Maloney,
Mr. Murray,
" O'Connor,
Lieut.-Col. Reay,

Mr.
"
"
"
"

Sangster,
Smith,
Tucker,
\Varde,
·Wilkins.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Prendergast.

The motion was then agreed to without
a di vision.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the

HOUS9

do now adjouau.

NIl'. 'WILKINS said he desired to
oppose the motion for the adjournment of
the Honse. He thought the House should
contiuue to sit on in order to dispose of
the business before it so that the Supplementary Estimates might be reached and
be passed. Till that was done, contractors ,vho had supplied the Government
with articles for the military contingents
who were camped at Royal-park during
t he recent l~oyal celebrations, could not
get the mone.r that was due to them.
These contractors were not residents of
Victoria, and a very great injustice was
being done to them by keeping them out

Supplementary
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of the money they were entitled to. He
was prepared to sit right through the
night in order that the business of the
country might be proceeded with. It was
most ullfair that gentlemen from the
other State~ who had tendered. for supplying. the troops with food should be kept
without their money, as was being done.
Mr. SMITH stated that he was aware
that there were other Government creditors waiting to be paid besides tho~e
mentioned by the honorable member for
Uollingwood. These gentlemen were in
some cases out of pocket for a substantial
sum expended by them on behalf of the
G-overument in connexion with the Hoyal
celebrations in the early part of last
month. These gentlemen had applied for
the money, bu t they had been informed
by the 'rreasury officials that until the
Supply Bill was passed by Parliament they
cou ld not get a shilling. If that were so,
he would ask, ill the interests of these
people, that honorable members should
not indulge in any lengthy discussion in
cOl1nexion with the motion for the adoption of the address in reply. It was a
shame that these people were not able to
get their money, and for that reaSOll he
would assist the Government in getting
the Supply Bill passed the following night.
Dr. MALONEY observed t.hat he would
like to ask the Premier if it were true
that there was an official in the community who was being paid by the Government more than was i'eceived by the
Governor-General of Australia 1 If that
were so, did not the honorable illember
consider that it ""as time we adopted the
principle of " one man 011e billet" ~
especially at a time when the Government was howling that it had no mOlley
in the Treasury.
Mr. J. VY. BILLSON said he would like
to mention the position of several men
employed in the Government Printing
Offiee. Some of these men were being
turned out of their homes because they
could llot get from the Government the
mlDncy they had earned.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that he had
intended 'to make a statement to the
House in reference to the present position
of affairs. It had been the intention of
the Government to have the debate on
the motion for the adoption of the address'
in reply concluded, if not last week, nt
any rate at the earliest possible opportunity this week. But no one could have I
anticipated that the HOllse wonld have
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had to adjourn last Thursday owing to
the regrettable death of the honorable
mernber for .Melbourne East (Mr. Auderson). Nor could it have been foreseen
that the whole of this evening would be
occupied in discussing a question which had
no bearing on the address in reply.
He had consulted with the leader of the
Opposition, and also with the leader of
the labour part.y, and had been delighted
to find that there was snch unanimity ill
endeavouring to assist the Government to
get through with the business before the
House, and thus allow members to be
freed from their parliamentary duties for
a fortnight, while the apparatus for
heating the House was being supplied.
'rhere was no sign of any serious attack
on the Government, or any fault being
fonnd with it in rega.rd to its programme,
and it was his intention, immediately the
motion for the adoption of the address in
reply ,\as disposed of, to bring forward
the Supplementary Estimates.
He felt
that while 'the chamber was without the
heating apparatns, there. was a good deal
of truth in what was said by the honorable member for \V"arrnambool last week,
that it was really dangerous to the health
of hO:lOrable members to remain in the
Honse. He would therefore ask honorable
members to agree to the motion for the
adoption of the address in reply as
soon as possible, so that the Supplementary Estimates might be passed,
and the moneys paid to'. those people to
whom the honorable members for Collingwood, Emerald Hill, and Fitzroy had
alluded. It was to be hoped that the
Governm~nt would be placed in the position of being able to pay the pnblic creditor by the 28th of this month. He was
not entirely responsible for not being able
to meet these engagements. Large sums
had been required in connexion with the
Hail way department, and the fact was
that the Treasurer's ad V~Ulce passed by
the House prior to the dissolution of Parliament was for a smaller SUlll than it
ought to have been. ~V"ith regard, however, to the matter mentioned by the hOll·
arable member for Fitzroy (Mr. Billson) be
had given instrLlctions that these men
"'ere to be paid, and had arranged that. the
11\olley should be handed over to them
t he following day. It would be advalJtageous if the debate on the motion for
the adoption of the address in reply could
be agreed to to-morrow, and also the Supplementary Estimates, so that the House
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could then adjourn for a few days pending
the chamber llcing placed in u. habitable
condition.
Dr. MALONEY.-It is good enough as it

is.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was very sorry
that the honorable member for Melbourne
,Vest should allow his j udgmen t to be
affected by what had transpired that
night.
Dr. MALONEY.-We fooled away valllable t.ime by having six months' holiday
when the House should have been in
session attendillg to the needs of the
people.
Mr. PEACOCK said that if the Government had done allytbing wrong, if there
was anything which the honorable member
disagreed with, he could take any action
he liked, so far as he (Mr. Peacock) was
concerned. Ministers did not wish to remain on the Treasury benches 24 hours
longer if they had not the confidence of a
majority of the Honse.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'. -That is mock heroics; it is spread-eagleism.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was llot going
to indulge in mock heroics. There was
one thing he was delighted with, and that
was that the late Mr. John Anderson was
not in the chamber during the severe
weather experienced last week, because it
might have hastened his end. That waH
some kind of melancholy satisfaction.
Mr. VALE said he wonld like to ask
the Speaker 'if an arrangement conld
be made for all the Bills intro-·
dnced in the Federal Parliament,
and copies of the Federal Hafsard to
be laid on the table~ From what he had
seen in the daily papers, in all probability
there would be a conflict between t.he
State and the Common wealth rights, and
members had a right to know whether the
Federal Bills interfered with State rights.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said that some
days ago he handed to the Premier a
note containing an intimation of what
he (Sir John McIntyre) had read in
a weekly journal called the Arena, in regard to a most cruel thing that was taking
place at ,Villiamstowll. He saw the statement repeated that morning in the Argus
that valuable pieces of food, such as
sheep'S and bullocks' heads, were being
destroyed, notwithstanding that poor
people were desirous of obtainillg them.
I t was a matter of very serious consequence.
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Mr. PEAcocK.-I cave overlooked it. I
have been guilty of discourtesy. The day
I received it I had on a frock-coat, which
I don't often wear, and I have not
taken the papers out of the pocket. I
will do so to-morrow.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said that this
food was being saturated with kerosene
and burned simply on account of the
Tariff. vVhy should the food be refused
to the starving poor ~
Mr. RAl\1sAy.-They are not killing at
the freezing works now, and have not
been for some weeks.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE hoped Jhat the_
Premier would attend to the matter
immediately, and not allow the destruction of this valuable food to continue.
Mr. E. D. vV1LLTAMS desired to ask
the Premier, as Minister of Labour,
whether it was his intention to take some
steps to vindicate the character of the
unfortunate factory girls who had recently
been siandercd.
'rhe SPEAKER. -- vVe have unfortunately grown into a practice of really
doing at the termination of the sitting
what we should do at the commencement.
I will no't allow the Premier to reply to
another question to-night.
Honorable
members must give notice of their
questions.
Mr. BO'VSER stated that he desired
to bring a matter of some urgency
under the notice of the AttorneyGeneral. Some days ago a theft was
committed of some £20 worth of
jewellery in 'Vangaratta, and the thief
got across to New South Wales. He had
been captured in New Sonth 'Vales, and
the widow who kept the shop from which
the jewellery was stolen was called upon
to pay £15 for the expense of bringing
back t.he thief to be prosecuted in
Victoria.
Mr. PRENDERGAST desired to call
atteution to a fact which came under his
observation during the Commonwealth
celebrations in Sydney. rrwo trains were
leaving the Essendon platform at Spencerstreet, auel before the first train <leparted,
a policeman walked up with a prison or in
prison clothes.
He hoped that the
Premier would see that snch a thing
<lid not occur again.
The SPEAKER.-I shall put myself in
communication with the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and endeavour
t.o have an exchange made of Hansa?'ds
and Bills, as requested by the honorahle

[25

Demise of

JUSE,

member for Ballarat 'Vest (Mr. Vale). I
think it would be more convenient for all
of us if honorable members gave notice 6f
their questions instead of asking them
without leave on the motion fur the adjournment of the House.
Any honorable member who wishes to debate
the motion for the adjournment of the
Honse should confine himself to the question whether the House should ad.journ or
not.
The mot-ion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
to eleven o'clock, until next day.
0

LEGISLATIVE

COU~CIL.

Wednesday, June 26, 1901.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twenty
minutes to five o'clock, p.m., and react the
prayer.
NEW MEMBERS.
'rhe PRESIDENT announced that the
Acting Clerk of the COllllcil had received
the return to the writs issued by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor for the election of Members of the Legislative COllncil,
to serveforthe South Yarra Province in the
room of. the Honorable Sir Frederiek
Saro'ood and the Honorable Simon Fraser,
both of whom had resig~ed their seats in
this House. The indorsement on the
writs showed that Mr. Thomas Henry
:pavne had been duly elected for the seat
va~ated by the Honorable Sir Frederick
Sargood, and that Mr. Edmund K Smith
had been duly elected to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of the Honorable Simon Fraser.
Mr. Payne and Mr. Smith were then
introduced and sworn, and presented to
the Acting Clerk the declarations Of
qualification required by the Act No.
1075.
0

SOUTH ENTRANCE TO STATE
PARLIAMENT HOUSE.
The PRESIDENrr.-I desire to inform
honorable members that the Exhibitionbuilding trustees have arranged for lighting an4 keeping open '''hile Parliament is
sitting an asphalt path leading from the
south d::JOr of the State Parliament Buildings to Nicholson-street, for the use of
honorable members.

the CTown.
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DEMISE OF THE CRUWN.
POSI'l'ION OF MINISTERS.
The Hon. G. GODFREY said he desired
to call the attention of the House to the
fact that it had been found necessary in
Great Britain to bring in a measure called
the Demise of the Crown Bill, to prevent the
vacating of offices by Ministers of the
Crown, which took place upon the death of
an English Sovereign, ~tnd to make such
measure retrospective; and to ask the
Solicitor-General whether the Ministers of
State of Victoria did not vacate their
seats in the Assembly and Council when
they wete re-appointed to their positions
upon the accession of His Majesty King
Edward the Seventh, and whether it was
proposed by the Government to bring in
a similar measure? The question was one
which involved the responsibility of a
lawyer in putting sHch a matter on the
business paper; but after careful study
of the subject he had come to the conclusion that this was a very important
point, and should receive consideration at
the hands of the House. The point was
that the preseut Ministers of ' the Crown
should, 011 being re-sworn in as Ministers
after the accession of His Majesty King
Edward the Seventh to the Throne, have
sought re-election, because in being resworn in they accepted an office of profit
under the Crown, and, legally speaking,
vacated their seats in Parliament. This
was an opinion which he had not j llmped
at by mere guesswork. '1.'he same view
that he took of the matter had been
arrived at previously in Great Britain,
and it had been found necessary to bring
a measure before the Imperial. Government, called the Demise of the Crown Bill,
to prevent the vaeation of office by
Ministers of the Crown in the old cOUl~ry.
WOhen that Bill was introduced no less a
pers6n than the Right Honorable Chief
Secretary Balfour was pointed at and
alluded to as a stranger in the House. It
was found necessary to pass that Bill, and
to make it retrospective in its operation.
There was a complete analogy between
the position of Ministers of the Crown in
Great Britain and those in the State of
Victoria.
In a review of the matter
p~blished in the Nineteenth Century it
was remarked that the statesmen of
Great Britain had become so rusty that
they had not taken notice of what was a
necessary essential at the time, and that
the Bill he alluded to had to be brought
in and passed to rectify their omission.
0

0
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I ts effect was to validate all acts of Ministers, and to provide that in the future
Ministers should not, on the demise of the
Crown, have to vacate their office. Honorable members were aware that when the
Reform Act was passed in Great Britain,
in 1867, it was provided by that Act that
Parliament should remain in existence for
the remainder of its term, notwithstanding the demise of the Sovereign, but nothing was said in that enactment regarding the position of Ministers of the Crown.
No authority could be cited in opposition
to the view he was now placing before the
House. rrhe only Act that might be
thought, at first sight, to have some bearing on the question was sectioll 5 of the
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890,
,vhich was in force.in Victoria. That section, however, did not apply to Ministers
of the Crown, it did not relate in any shape
or form to them, and he had come to the
conclusion that all Acts of Parliament
heretofore had shown that upon the accession of a new Sovereign, the Ministers, by
1'e:1son of their re-appointment to office,
vi;l,cated their seats in Parliament.
He
did not know whether he would be out of
order in reading a paragraph in an .article
from the Nineteenth Century for the information of honorable members. He did not
wish to trespass on the rules of the House
. if he were out of order, but he hoped the
House would permit him to quote the
extract he was referring to, so that honorable members might see the position laid
down by Mr. Wemyss Reid, \vho, if his
memory did not deceive him, was a we11known lawyer in England, and a man with
a wide reputation for his views on constitutional law.
The extract was as
follows : Parliament has been called upon during the
month to deal with a question which, happily,
does not give rise to party recriminatiOlis, but
which does suggest the existence of certain
curious constitutional anomalies. Just before
the adjournment of the House of Commons for
the Easter recess the chief legal ad viser
of the Government brought in a measure called
the Demise of the Crown Bill. Its purpose is
to preyent that wholesale vacating of ofIices
which now takes place upon the death of an
English Sovereign. When it is passed, officials
of all classes who hold appointments under the
Crown will no longer be automatically deprived
of their posts by the demise of the Crown. We
have had since January last ample experience
of the inconvenience caused by the existing
system, a system which is in itself a relic of
the days when the Sovereign was the all-important person in English life, and it was by
his will, and his only, that anyone could hold
Hon. G. Godfrey.

the Crown.

an office of trust or authority. In the case of
a "thoroughly constitutional sovereignty,"
such as that of Great Britain has now become,
this system is obsolete and vexatious; it
does not protect any legitimate prerogative
of the Crown, and it answers no other useful
purpose. The Demise of the Crown Bill is
therefore a measure which every constitutional
reformer must welcome. But the Bill is made
retrospective in its ac ion, and thereby hangs a
tale which has caused much excitement among
the Tapers and Tadpoles of the Lobby. It has
been found that grave doubts exist as to
whether certain Ministers of the Crown did not
vacate their seats in the House of Commons
when they were re-appointed to their olel posts
by the King immediately upon his accession.
The First Lord .of the Treasury is one of the
Ministers with regard to whose position the
doubt prevails, and as a natural consequence
there has been lively speculation on the subject in the outer courts of the House of Commons. I believe that the point of law involved
is one .of such extreme difficulty and delicacy
that even the most learned of our constitutional
jurists are not agreed among themselves concerning it. In these circumstances it would be
the height of presumption for a layman to exprei;ls an opinion of his own.

That would seem as if the writer of the
article were a layman.
rrhe article went
on to sayThe truth seems to be that during the 63
years reign of the late Queen those officials who
have the most important parts to play whcn a
demise of the Crown takes place had become
so rusty in their knowledge of precedent that
many essential formalities were forgotten at
the moment when the sceptre pftssed from the
Queen's hands into those of her' son. The
Demise of the Orown Bill is meant to set right
anything that may accidently have gone wrong
in that time of national excitement fLl1c1 grief.
It is not a measure to which any legitimate
opposition can possibly be raised, though its
introduction in the House of Commons has
revealed a condition of things which has enabled Mr. Labouchel'e to exercise his taste for
comedy by "spying a stranger" in the person
of Mr. Balfour upon t.he Trea::.ury bench.

He thought it was quite clear that that
position was the exact positioll in which
Victorian Ministers were placed by having
been re-appointed Ministers of the Crown
on the accession to the Throne of His
Majesty King Ed ward the Seventh. A. wise
and judicious step was taken by the House
of Commons in passing a Bill validating
the position of the Imperial Ministers,
and preventing such circumstances occurring in the futlll'e. That was a step
which. should commend itself to the
judgment of this· H(\use. He need no~
read authorities to show that any honorable gentleman in accepting a Ministerial
office accepted an office of profit under the
Crown. Of course his contention did not
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apply to honorary Ministers, or to those
who had been elected to the House since
the accession of His Majesty to the
Throne.
The Hon. A. 'WTNNE said that
he was very sorry to disagree with Mr.
Godfrey. Ministers who held portfolios
were quite sati.sfied with the position they
held.
They were not in any danger,
and neither did they require to be
re-elected as had been' contended by the
honorable member. Section 5 of ~rhe
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890
saidEvery commission warrant or other authority
for the exercise of any office or employment of
any kind or nature within Victoria issued or
exercised by the Governor in Councilor the
Governor, or by any other person in the
name and on behalf of Her Majesty or of any
of her successors to t he Crown in virtue of his
office, or under the authority of any Act of the
Imperial Parliament, or of the Parliament of
Victoria, or of any rules or regulations made
thereunder, respectively shall continue in full
force, notwithstanding any demise of the Crown,
and be of the same effect as if no such demise
had happened, anything contained in an Act of
the Imperial Parliament passed in the first
year of the reign of His late Majesty King
'William the Fourth, chapter 4, to the contrary notwithstanding-.

As Ministers received their commissions
from His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor, those commissions did not in
the opinion of the law advisers of the
Government become void on the death of
Queen Victoria. All the Ministers had to
do was, on the accession of His Majesty
King Ed ward the Seventh to the Throne,
to take the oath of allegiance to His
That was dono, the oath being
Majesty.
administerod to Ministers by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. He (Mr.
vVynne) did not know if any similar law
to that which he had quoted was in force
in Great Britain. He believed there was
not, but he had not looked into' the
matter. His own view was that the Judges,
:Ministers, and others holding commissions
from His Excellency tho LieutenantGovernor did not have their commissions
rendered void by the demise of the
Sovereign.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE movedThat leave of absence be granted to the Hon~
Sir Rupert Turner Havelock Clarke, Bart., for
the remainder of the session, on account of
urgent private business.

The motion was agreed to.
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"HANSARD."
The Hon. A. WYNNE stated that, in
reference to the motion standing in his
name, to give authority for membera of
the rIansard staff to sit at the table of
the House, to report the debates, it had
been suggested that he "should postpone
dealing with it for the present. He
-thought, however, that the motion ought
to be dealt with one way or the other.
as he did not desire it to remain on the
business-paper day after day without any
decision being arrived at respecting it.
If it were the desire of honorable mem bors,
he would withdraw the motion.
Sir HENRY Cm.'HBERl'.-Yes; withdraw
it.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said ho would
withdraw it, but honorable memLers
should know that one of the IIansarcl reporters, to whom he had spoken on the
subject, had stated that the reporters bad
some difficulty in hearing honorable mem.
bers from the gallery.
The motion was withdrawn.
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS IN REPLY.
The debate (adjourned from tho previous day), on the motion of the Hon.
G. Godfrey, for the adoption of an
address in reply to the Lieuten:;mtGovernor's speech, was resumed.
Sir HEN HY CUTHBER'r.-vViIl you
allow me, Mr. President, to add to your
congratulations on the introduction this
evening of two new members to this
House ~ We are all delighted at having
the opportunity of giving them a welcome
here.
They have been returned by
large majorities by their constitnents,
and there is no doubt whatever that these
gentlemen held "ery pronoullced views on
what I might call the important question
of constitutional reform. There was no
wavering about these honorable members
in regard to that question when they
were before their cOllstitnents.
It is
therefore satisfactory to know that not
only have these two honorable members
been returned, but that two other honorable members holding sirniJa'i'views were
elected yesterday to the House. ~rhe two
honorable members who have entered the
House this afternoon for the first time represent the views of the electors of the
metropolis so far as this constitutional
question is concerned, and the two honorable members who were eleeted the
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pl'evi0us day voiced the opinions of the
country resid0nts on the matter. In addition to that we have had the pleasure
of recently welcoming to our midst two
other honorable members also entertaining the same views. This acquisition to
the strength of ,this Chamber will therefore be appreciated by every honorable
member. 1'he subjects r'eferred to in the
speech of His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor have received a great clealof consideration from various members who have
addresed themselves to the different
topics touched upon in the speech.
I agree with some honorable members that
we are not in a. position to debate some of
the topics touched on in His Excellency's
speech, because we do not know what the
intentions of the Government are in regard to them. The speech deals with
old-age pensions, and we know that oldage pcnsions will involve the country in a
vast amount of expenditure, estimated
now at from £500,000 to £600,000 per
anuum. 'Ve must, as sensible men, having the interests of the country at heart,
inquire where this money is to come from.
Is there to be fresh taxation to meet it.
No intimation has been given by any of
the gentlemen who have addressed themselves to the subject, and who may be
supposed to be in the secrets of the
Government, as to where the money is to
coine from. The honorable member-an
old and experienced member of the House
--;who was selected to move the address
in reply, though he gave no information
on this important subject, spoke on the
question of reform, and we all admired
the candour with which he condemned the
proposals of the Government. \Ve listened
with anxiety to heal' what the seconder of
the motion had to say on that subject, and
we were very much surprised to find that
he refrained from gi ving any expression to
his private opinions on the subject. He
had not one word to say as to whether he
was for or against the proposals of the
Governmen t.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.- Speak for
yourself.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT. - I will
speak for nlyself, and tell the honorable
member that the impression he left was
that he was shirking the question.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-I rise to a
point of order. I would like the honorable member to withdraw that statement,
knowing that it is untrue.
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The PRESIDENT.-I do not think the
expression that a member is shirking the
argument is necessarily unparliamentary,
but if the honorable member has made a
stat.ement that is untrue it is undoubted Iv
out of order.
Sir HENRY CU1'HBERT.-I think the
honorable member ought to be called
upon to withdraw the charge that I made
a statement that was untrue. Now, I
come to deal with this all important
qriestioll of reform.
I find in the
Uovernor's speeeh that it is stated by
his advisers thatU

Owing to difficulties having been experienced
as the result of certain defects ill our Constitution.

I should like to know what are the defects that have been experienced. None
of the honorable member~ who have
spoken in favour of this subject have
pointed out the defects. I am not aware
of any existing at present. I know t.hat
this House entertains strong feelings as
to whether it is desirable to extend the
franchise to women. This is the only
measure that I remember of recent years
that has been rejected loy this House.
There was no difficulty about that. The
country seems perfectly satisfied, and I
may say that non'3 of my constit.uents
have ventHred to attribute any blame
whatever to those members who voted
against the Bill. I recorded my vote in
favour of it, but I have never heard a word
of approbation or disapprobation concerning that vote. As to the defects-there
may have been defects in the past; but
let us consider ~he position in this House
at the time I entered ,it in 1874 and its
present position. In 1874 this House represented 30,000 electors, and it had 30
members. rrhere was a cry throughout
the country for reform. The Premier of
the, day was Sir Graham Berry (then Mr.
Berry), who was returned to power and
took the reins of Govermnent in his hands
with a greater amount of support than any
Premier ever held lDefore or since. He was
all-powerful in the Assembly, and he was
determined to reform the Constitution of
this House in a way that did not commend
itself to my approbation-I then being a
member of his Government. Not approving of the principles of his Reform Bill, I
thought it much better to resign my position, and I therefore ret.ired from his
Ministry. I think I did it with the approval of a large constituency. While the
Reform Bill was being prepared in the
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Assembly Rome 23 years ago, this House
was not idle. 'fhis Home, uuder the
guidance of snch men as Sir Charles
Slac1ell and the Hon. Mr. Anderson and
other leading men in those days, determined that any question of reform should
emanate from this Chamber, ,yhich would
be so milch affected by the reform, and
accordingly a Bill was introduced and
passed by this Council dealing with the
reform of the ConstitutIOn. Sir Graham
Berry did not succeed in getting his
measure of reform through this Chamber.
AJthough very powerful, he found tbat
he could not disturb this Honse in the
possession of its rights. He determined
then to go to England, and the embassy
was formed, and honorable members all
know the result. He did not succeed
ill gaining a single point when he went
to England, and he was informed th~Lt it
was purely a local matter that ought to
be settled between the two Houses.
That is a sample of what has been done
in the past. Compare the position of the
Houses in 1874, representing ouly
30,000 electors, and to-day, when it represents 130,000 electors. And who are
these electors ~ These are the men of
thrift, property, and intelligence throughout the land. rrhese are the men that if
fresh tn,xatioI.l should come will have to
bear the whole of it. The Assem bly has
252,000 voters, and from that number
you may strike off about 13 per ceni;.
who
are
disqualified,
and
this
would reduce the number to about
220,000. All these electors are represented in the Commomvealth in both
Houses.
The difference· between the
number of electors for this House and
for the Assembly is about 90,000, but
these are well represented in the House
of Representatives, in the Senate, and
also in the State Legislati V8 Assembly.
As these are so well represented-not
being ratepayers- I think the Government should approach this subject in a
proper spirit, and s~y. that, while Parliament is the proper tribunal to settle the
question of reform, Parliament is 110t
go~ng to commit suicide; it is not going
to allow its powers to be wantonly interfered with. If an intimation were given
by the representative to the GovernmelJ.t
in this Chamber that all references made
by it to a convention would be laid
aside, and that the whole question would
be remitted to a joint committee of both
Houses, I believe that if that joint
Session 1901.-[11]
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committee were appointed apart from any
party spirit, that within six weeks it
could bring up a measure of reform that
would be acceptable not only to the two
HOllses, but to the people.. I suggest
that to the honorable member representing the Government ill this ChamberI think it is a reasonable solution of the
difficulty. This House is not going to
give np its privileges. It is not going to
hand over to a convention chosen on
manhood suffrage all its rights and powers.
"Ve could not entertain such an idea, because it is opposed to the views of our constituen ts. Vve cannot be false to tho trust
reposed in us. W 0 are pl'efectly prepared,
seeing that the country expects. reform
for reform, but I think that refohn should
commence in another place. 'rhe country
says that the expenses of Parliament are
too great. The principal expenditure is
incurred by another Chamber. The numLeI' of members of that House, the
country declares, ought to be reduced.
N early every member who went before
his constituents at the last general election had to give an answer to the question-" Are you in favour of reduction or
not ~ and the answer was universally in
the affirmative. If that reduction is made,
what greater or larger powers does the
Assembly demand than they possess at
the present time ~ "Ve have a glorious
Constitution; we should be careful to'
preserve it. In place of frittering the time
of Parliament away by introducing a
measure which can only result in defeat,
would it not be better for the Government to approach this great and important
question without party feeling ~ If they
do that they will be able to proceed with
the many important measures referred to
in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech, and
an immense amount of time will be
saved. I trust that the suggestion I have
made will be brought by the SolicitorGeneral under the notice of his colleagues.
If this is done, it· may be attended with
some good results. It may be said that
the matter has gone too far, but "it is
never too late to mend."
The Hon. N. THORNLEY.-The last
speaker has dealt so exhaustively with the
objections to the cOllvention that I will
merely remark that I agree with him in
wondering where the defects occurred.
Th.e insertion of the words ·referred to by
Sir Henry Cuthbert in the speech. can
only have the object of causing confusion
amongst the electors, who may take it for
l)
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granted that because the Government
says so that attempts have been made
without success in the past to induce
either House to approach this subject
with a view to bringing about reform of
the Constitution of both Houses. In no
way has this House shown at any time
duringmytwentyyears here any disinclination to meet the wishes of the people
when expressed. One member referred
last night to the proposed enlargement of
the franchise. I am q nite sure that if a
measure came to this House, asking it to
consider fairly this question, the Honse
would be prepared to do so. We are only
too anxious to give wider representation,
for it ca).1 only mean greater strengt.h to
this House. It is unfortunate that there
should be anything that might cause a
possible difficulty in the settlement of
this question, which can be easily arrived
at by the Honse~. By the mode Sir Henry
Cuthbert suggests, the Government would
have far less difficnltv and far more
security ill dealing with v this question of
reform. I congratulate the Government
on the portion of the speech referring to
the promise to help the agricultural and
producing interests. Ten years ago we did
not export a pound of butter; and here I
maymention that I think thecensnre passed
on the Agricultural department by Mr.
Sternberg was very undeserved, for by
the agellcy of this department the export
has reached £1,500,000. I am quite
prepared to say that business has greatly
improved. 'fhe terms used by the honorable member were entirely undeserved
so far as that department is concerned.
If laboratories are established throughont
the country the dairying industry ean
be greatly improved. vVa must improve
our methods. We mnst make the most
of the prod nets that come so easily to ns
as compared with people in Denmark and
other northern countries of Europe. vVe
are blessed with almost eternal sunshine,
but we have ll(i)t arrived at the most
scientific methods o{ getting the most ont
of our products. I am glad to see that
the Government contemplate helping tha,t
important industry with the other agricultural industries. They also propose
the extension of railways to help them.
That is most excellent. I know large
tracts of country that are shut out from
increased pr(J)duction through want. of
either roads or rail ways. If the Government will only increase the Sllm they contemplate to give to the shire councils it will
Hon. N. Thomley.
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be a good thing. These councils have
spent their money well, and without
their aid the production of this State
would be very much less than it is
to-day. There can be no doubt about
the money being foolishly spent in
maintaining unemployed in Melboum8 on
public works, when if that money were
spent in maintaining roads in the dairying
districts of the State it would bring an
enormous return to the Government. I
hope the Government will sec if it is noli
possible by curtailing some of the expenditure on the unemployed in Melbourne
to help the country districts more.
l'he Hon. F. S. GRIMW'ADE.-I do
not intend to tftke up the time of the
House at any great length, because the
address in reply has been already debated at considerable· length. At the
same time I do not wish-representing as
I do several cities, two boroughs, and
about 12,000 electors, most of them comprising the thrift and industry of a large
portion of the suburbs of Melbourne-to
give a silent vote or to pass by the suggestion in regard to the reform of the
Constitution by means of a convention. I
quite agree with what Sir Henry Cnthbert and other honorable mem.bers have
said that this House has on former occasions, when it was necessary, reformed itself. It is well able to do so. I do not
think we want any convention, any referendum, Ol~ any outside agency to enable us to bring ourselves into line with
the desires and hopes of the people we
represent.
As to the mover and
the seconder of the address in reply, one
of them did not pay any attention to
the convention, and the ·other in hi~
usual manly and direct way spoke out
about it. Mr. Godfrey said he would only
take up the convention if other means
failed. Other means have not yet been
tried; bltt so far as the mover and seconder
of the address in reply are concerned, we
may take it for granted that they do not
sympathize with the convention scheme
any more than the great bulk of the
House. "Ve have just had a distinct ver~
dict from the thrifty and industrious
people of this city in favour of this House
reforming itself, and not in favour of the
convention proposal. If any honorable
member took the trouble to read the
speeches made by those honorable lilembel'S whom we are glad to welcome to-day,
and others whom we will be glad to welcome next week, they would see that all
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these members declared in strong terms
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-No fear of
against the cOllvention. They did not that, this is a prosperous country.
trim their sails to catch any brcleze that
The Hon. F. S. GIUMWADE.-It is
might be blowing. Weare very glad to not so prosperous as some of the other
see them here to-day. It is satisfactory States. A few years ago New South 'Vales
to observe that the members who have had a much smaller population than Vicjust been returned are substantial men- toria, but now it has a larger pO}Julation,
men of means-and men who have a fair and less taxation. They have a lower
idea of the value of thrift. They repre- income tax, and their other taxes are on a
sent property to a certain extent. If we lower scale. If our expenditure is to be
read the Lieutenant-Governor's speech increased, as seems likely from this
through we find that there is a sum of speech, our taxation must be increased,
£150,000 promised the municipalities; and we shall in course of time be looked
that the everlasting subject of old-age pen- upon as the most heavily taxed State in
sions, representing about £500,000, is Australia, and as a State that people
referred to, and new rail way works' a~'e will not come to if they can help
promised. In fact, we find general liberal it. Everybody who has anything to
proposals for increasing expenditure, do wit.h money knows that millions
just as if the Treasurer of the day had . of pounds have been withdrawn from
ample' funds at his disposal. If there is this State on account of the income
to he any more outlay of this nature,
tax.
The money could be well ern.there will have to be fresh taxat.ion, and ployed here, and used in the counif there is to be any fresh taxation it will try for developing its industries and its
be in the form of direct taxation, which resources. Millions of money have bceu
will fall upon the electors of this House,
withdrawn, and I say that is a great
Hitherto, in this city, one class of people loss to the country. I thiilk that the
have imposed taxes, and another class honorable gentleman who has just S(1,t
have paid thE:m. The question is whether down, Mr. Thoruley, spoke of one of the
we have not arrived at such a position of paragraphs in this speech relating to the
taxation that, if we are to have any more, development of the butter industry; and
will it not result in a depletion of our he also referred to the disparaging remarks
popnlation? vVe have one of the largest made last night in reference to the Agriincome taxes in the world. With the ex- cultural department. I happen to know a
ception of Italy, 110 country has such a good llHWy of the officers who have been
tax as we have on funded property; we employed in that department.. I was achave to pay Is. 4d. in the,£1. In Eng- quainted with the late .Mr. Wilson, who
land, with enormous fleets and armies to was for, many years employed ill the
maintain, and with a fresh war expendi- Agricultural department. It was he who
ture that amonnts to £130,000,000 or might be said to have originated the·butter
£110,000,000, they hase a shilling income industry. I think he was a man who did
tax. vVe, who 50 or 60 years ago got a great deal of good, and assisted a great deal
the gift of this magllificC1J t territory, are to develop this country. But if the butter
to-day paying an income tax of Is. 4d. in industry is to maintain its position, and if
the £1. 'Ve have almost every kind of it is to be increased year by year, it can'
taxation that could be invented, and I only be so increased by the adoption ot
think the public will not bear any more. scientific and technical education all over
I think the rrreasnrer will Iaav(~ to look the country.
It will be nece8sary to
in the future more to an adjustment of ex· have laboratories established in different
penditurethanincreased taxation, Insaying parts, in order to carry out the reqnisite
this I know that the memloers of this tests, which, I know of my own knowledge,
House do not object to paying their fair' are very expt)nsive, but most valuable.
quota of taxation; but if this State is to When one goes to Denmark and Holland,
be over-bnrdened w'ith taxation, if the tax or to parts of France, he sees that in all
gatherer is to visit us first thing in the large agricultural industries the ,chemist
morning and last thing at night; if we goes hand in hand with the producer. In
lwe to be taxed for everything we eat, Denmark, even in small villages, labon'\.driuk, and wear; to pay an income tax tories are established, and comses of
and a tax on a large proportion of the lectures are given by qualified persons in
property we leave; I say it mnst result in different parts of the. country.
By
depleting the population.
this means a person can become an

.114 Lieutenan t- GoVt?'no1" s Speech. . [CO UN CIL. ]
actual scientist in the way of treating
milk and dealing with all the work in
connexion with the dairy and farm, without being put to any expense. I think that
if the Government would do something
.of that sort here, as is indicated in the
Lieutenant-Governol"s speech, it would be
an excellent work. I do not wish to say
much with reference to the proposed imposition of tolls, but it seems to me that
it is a very antiquated kind of thing, and
why it should have been put into the
speech, or seriously entertained, I cannot
understand. I remember when I was a
boy' in England there used to be a system
of tolls ill operation all over the country.
The system still remaillsin a very few places.
The consensus of opinion in reference to
tolls is that they are an obsolete and very.
expensi ve way of getting in money. There
is a, nother reason which I should like to
urge against the proposal. Why ~hould
people who pay the local taxes, as all the
residents in the country do, have to pay
large taxation by way of tolls as well ~ I
have a small place in the country, and
have to pay £30 a year municipal rates
upon it.
The Hon. N. THORNJ~EY. - You will
have to pay the tolls as well.
The Hon. J. H. ABBoT'l'.-Unless you
come round by boat.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMvVADE.-I think
that the people of the country are rated
pretty high at present. I pay £30 a year
for a comparatively small property to the
municipality in which it is situated, and
if I have to pay tolls in addition, it
will be very hard. Then it is proposed
to pay the sum of £150,000 to the municipalities in addition. I hope that if the
Government seriously entertain the idea.
and desire to see these tolls carried ont,
the measure will never pass this House.
rrhere is a good deal in the LieutenantGovernor's speech that I think. is very
good, and if the Government can see their
way clear to accept the suggestion made
by Sir Henry Cuthbert, or any other suggestion which has been made to the
same effect, and give us an opportunity
of reforming ourselves, or bring forward a measure of reform, it will meet
with the approval of this House. I am
quite sure we shall be very glad indeed to
take the subject in hand.
I think that·
with the exception of the convention
scheme, the rest of the speech can be very
well agreed with. I hope that the Government will carry out with vigour what
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they promise, and at the same time, that
they will ·not forget the need for economy
in their administration.
The Hon. J. M. Pl~ATrr.--Al1ow me
also, sir, to congratulate you on your
elevatiun to the chair. I have no doubt
whatever that you will be able to discharge
the high duties of the office in a satisfactory manner. There have been a good
many remarl{s made by different speakers
in reference to the different subjects
contained in the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech. The proposals of the Ministry,
which are foreshadowed in the speech,
have been pretty well criticised. I think
. we· may give the Government credit for
the manner in which they carried out the
recent celebrations in connexion with the
visit of their Royal Highnesses the Duke
and Duchess of Cornwall and York. 1.'here
is one point which strikes me in regard to
this matter. I think. that the police, who
had most arduous duties to perform during
the ten days the Royal party were in Melbourne, as well as some of the railway
men, have not been fairly treated in orly
being given two days' holiday. I think.
that hardly meets the case. Some quick
payment-say, two or three days' payshEmld be given them as a recognition of
the extra work they performed.
The
Tramway Company adopted that course
in the case of their eniployes, and I think.
many honorable members will agree with
me that something should be done in that
direction. A good deal has been said
about the old-age pensions. I do not wish
to traverse the question at any great
leng-th, as there will be another opportunity for me to speak later on; but
I think honorable members· should
be allowed to state their opinions on the
different subjects, in order that the
Solicitor-General may, if he thinks anything of them, take a note of any suggestions which we may make. If we are
going to pay £500,000 a year in connexion
with the old-age pension scheme, we must
have better administration. Sir Frederick
Sargood estimated, from the experience of
New Zealand, that the amount which would
probably be invol ved would not "be less than
£600,000. In urging a claim for better
administration, I do not wish to challenge
the decisiolls of the police magistrates. I
do nQt think we could have appointed,
under the present conditions, better
officers to carry out the Act; but I think
they should take advantage of the services of the municipal officers ~,nd of the
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co-opemtionof the municipalities. Take the
citv of Melbourne for instance. I know
of iny own knowledge that there are health
officers, inspectors, and many officials
connected with the City Council who
could supply answers to any inquiries
concerning applicants for old-age pensions which it might be desirable to make.
The information supplied through those
channels would prove of much valne as to
whether the applicants were worthy or not.
Under the presentsystemit is merely stated
that there is a sum of money available, and
anyone can make an application for a
pension. Most of those who have received
the pension ·were deserving of it, but I
think that the shire officials and municipal authorities who reside in the locality,
not only in the city of Melbourne, but in
other different towns and cities, would be
able to supply the Government with full
information promptly with respect to the
applic!lllts. I think it right to tender to
the Governmont thanks for the warm
sympathy they displayed, and. the prompt
action they tookin connexion with therecent
distressing drought in- the Mallee, which
lasted so long, and affected the dwellers
there to such a terrible extent. The way
in which the water trains went up from
Bendigo was very creditable. In fact, the
large supply of water sent from Bendigo
must have had a very serious effect upon
the Malmsbury reservoir, and to some extent decreased the supply available for
Castlemaineand Bendigo. I therefore wish
to tender thanks to theMinistry for showing
that they were sympathetic, and f()!' acting
so promptly in assisting the people in the
nort.hern districts ill their dire necessity.
I can tell the Solicitor-General that the
settlers in the MalIee have very kind and
warm feelings towards the Government
for the handsome way in which they were
treated. Mr. Grimwade spoke about the
butter industry, and about the increase in
that trade being largely' dependent Ilpon
the way in which we scientifically supervise the making of the butter.
But
nothing can get over a drought. If the
grass is not available nothillg CUll be
done. I am led to this line of thought
on reading the returns for the year
1900, ·which were published a little
while ago. At the end of last year
Victoria ranked fourth 011 the list of
countries supplying butter to the English market. That is a very satisfactory positioll when we consider that only
a few years ago we were not supplying

1901.J

Address in Reply.

145

butter at all. I fiud that Denmark-and
this should be an object-lesson to usexported to England 1,486,342 cwt. of
butter, to the value of £8,029,000. It
will thus be seen that £8,029,000 of
British money went to the little kingdom of
Denmark during that year. France comes·
next on the list with a total of 322,048
cwt., of a value of £1,785,000. Holland
follows-and these are all noted bntter
countries-wjth 228,805 cwt., of a value
of £1,414,000. Victoria is, as I said
before, fourth on the list of countries
snpplying butter to Great Brit~tin, the
figures for Victoria being 264,603 cwt., of
a, value of . £1,296,000.
But for the
drought those figures would probably
have been increased. VVe are all looking
to the next year for an increase to·
£2,000,000 sterling. I tal~e this information from a yery interesting article, and'
it goes on to show that England also
obtained 862,154 cwt. of margarine from
Holland, of a value of £2,295,000. There •
:lppears to be a large scope for the butter
industry, if we are only blessed with
the seasonable rains which I trust we
will have shortly. Only to-day I was
speaking to the manager of one of our
butter factories. He told me that we are
now importing butter, owillg to the want
of grass, from Queensland, New South
vVales, and New Zealaud. Honorable
members can imagine the value of grass,
in this connexiol1. It is the thing which.
mttinly affects the dairying industry.
If
we ai'c t.o hope for the development of
this industry we will not only have·
to provide a lot of expert knowledge,
but we must
also have
plenty of grass. I do not wish to weary
the House by going into a large number of fignres, but I would like to point
out what a good season means to a country.
A gentleman who had been travelling
through New Zealand in January or
February last told me that he was p0rfectly astonished at the marvellous prosperity existing there. All classes see.m
to be in a prosperous condition. It is
not a case of one man growing richer and
another poorer. Everyone seems more
or less contented and doing work. rrhis
is hardly to be wondered at, seeing that
the seasons are so regular. They can
es~imate almost exactly when they plant
what they are going to get. As showing
the prospel'ty of New Zealand, on the
lines that we are striving to follow, I
would like to q note the following figures :--.
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New Zealand, in 1900, sent horne 1,862,149
carcasses of mutton. Australia exported
627,945 carcasses, and the River Platewhich is another great country, and likely
to overshadow AUfltralia altogether, owing
to the rapid trallsit available and the
cheap cost of getting their produce to
the home markets-sent 2,329,545 carcasses of mutton. In regard to lambs,
the figures show that in the year 1900
New Zealand exported 1,294,911 carcasses,
Australia 315,979, and the HiveI' Plate
3,292. I want honorable members to note
the difference, because as regards New
Zealand, there is a danger of over-exporting
their ewe lambs. There is not the same
danger as regards the River Plate.
The Hon. VV. Pl'L"l'.-1'hey have sent all
their mutton, and have no more to send.
The Hon. J.' M. PRATT. -It shows
what competition we have to face in this
cOllnexion, and we must prize anything that will assist our settlers on the
land. In l'l~gard to beef, t he figures indi~
cate that New Zealand in 1900 exported
186,082 quarters. Australia-and Que'ensJand comes in here, with its great wealth-exported 275,879 quarters; and the River
Plate 249,065 quarters. So that in beef,
.mutton, and lamb, which are material
to every country's prosperity, and which
we want to try aud encourage, Australia
has, to a very large extent, done well, considering the season we have gone through.
Some honorable members have referred to
thesubjectoftheimpositiol1of tolls. I know
that it is looked upon as being an antiquated system. Still, at the same time,
'we must bear in mind that many of the
:-shire councils have a struggle to get in the
necessary revenue for the maintenance of
'l'oads. They do not like to impose a rate
exceeding Is. in the £1, alld they are in
such a position that they will always re·quire more or less Government assistance.
I would allow the shire councils to be the
best judges as to whether they want. the
tolls or not. They may have a bad road in
their shire, and there may be no other way
in which they can obtain the money for its
construction. I therefore think that they
should be allowed to exercise a discretion
as to whether tolls should be collected
or not. I am not asking for tho tolls, but
I think the Government have done quite
right in introducing the proposal ill the
Governor's speech.
1'he Hon. J. M. DAvIE~.-They will tax
the people from the other shirt's.
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The Hon. J. M. PRAT1'.-Some shires
are so large that a persoll would never be
able to get through them in one day.. I
know cases myself in which municipalities
are unable to complete. road-making owillg
to want of sufficient funds. Possibly, by
the collection of the tolls on that particular road the money could be obtained.
The hOlJorable member mnst bear in mind
that we have sanctiolled the borrowing of
loans for each separate .shire 80 long as
the ratepayers of the shire approve of
it.
Each separate riding has to pay
rates in order to meet the interest on
those loans. In regard to the question of reform which has been touched
upon by soveral honorable members, I
can only voice what they have said. There
is this point to be considered: Is it worth
while that all the turmoil and opposition
which the proposal for a convention will
necessitate should be encountered, when,
as Sir Henry Cuthbert has pointed out,
by a joint arrangement both Houses could
agree by means of aconference to form ulate
a scheme that would be mutually satisfactory to both Chambers.
There is
one other delicate -mattel' to which I
wonld like to refer. It is contained in a
notification which appears in a supplement
to the Government G'c~zette of Monday 7th
J unc, and w hid. announces the fact that
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council of the
State has, by an order made on the 17th
June, 1901, beell pleased to appoint Mr.
'N.V. Robinson, C.M.G.,to be Acting Clerk
of the Pa.rliaments during the leave of absence of Mr. G. H. Jenkins, C.M.G. What
I "'ant to know is how can the Clerk of
another place be appointed to the positIOn
of Acting Clerk of this Parliament.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-Mr. Jenkins
will be back next week.
1'he Hon. J. M. PRATT.-I am only
pointing out that there is no legality in
this notice. He cannot be Acting Clerk
of Parliament and occupy a position anywhere but in this House. If we were
closing up Parliament to-morrow, who is
to prepare the Bills for the Lieutenan LGovernor's signatur~ ~ I only mention it
to show that we have our eyes open about
it, and that honorable members will see
that any Gazette notice which may appear
does not take away from us any of onr
privileges.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-In offering a remark or two upon the questions
before the House I would say that I agree
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to a very great extent with what has fallen
from other members. Particularly, sir, 1.
join in the congratulations which have
been offered to you upon the acceptance
of the position in which you have been
placed. W· e were pleased to hear you
say, when placed in the chair, that an
honollr had loeen conferred upon you
by your appointmellt to that position. I
think tht,t an equal honour has been conferred upon this Chamber by yourself in
accepting the' position, in which you will be
able to give to the House the benefit of
yOUl' mature advice and experience in parliamentary matters. I agree also, in what
has fallen chiefly from Mr. Melville, that
this Chamber has experienced a serious loss
in those members who have left us for
another place. But while we cannot but
dep ore their loss, particularly in view of
what is almost immediately before us,
still, I think we may very fairly come to
the conclusion that there are a great many
left in this Chamber who are willing to
maintain, at all risks, the honour of this
House, and to protect its interests to the
very best of their power. I do not want
to individualize, but I certainly think
that my honorable friend, Mr. Melville,
is not the least of those. I think also,
that we may fairly congratulate ourselves
upon the new blood just introduced into
this Chamber. I anticipate that it will
prove of very great benefit to all of us ;
and more particularly from the fact
that the result of those elections introduced here, will be a bl'oad bint to the
Government as to what the opinion of
the country at the present moment is in
regard to the convention proposal they are
so anxious to press upo~ us. A good deal
has been sa,id in reference to this convention, and I dQ not think it has been wasted.
I think it is a desirable thing to endeavour
to impress upon the Government, as
strongly as we can, that there is no use in
their pressing the question lipon· this
House. I have not heard a word from any
one honorable member in support of it,
not even the members who moved and
seconded the address in reply. It is not
for us to criticise the supposed details of
that measure, because we have not got
them before ns, but we may impress our
views in a general way forcibly and
with propriety and re~sonableness, as·
to the Government introducing this convention, and forcing it upon this House.
It is a very great innovation indeed
upon the Constitut.ion as at present.
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As honorable members kno\\", the ",legislation of the countrv has to be carried
on by the Parliame;lt with t.he consent
of the Sovereign. rflJe Parliament consists of the two Houses, this Cham-'
bel' and the Legislative Assembly, and
these ChambErS are composed from time
to time of many members of very considerable experienoe. 'Ve have been told
by several honorable members in addressing this House how many years they have
been here, and we know by experien.ce
how weU np they are in parliamentary procedure, and in constitutional law and practice. 'Vha~ is proposed by the Government at the present moment is that,
instead of allowing the Legislature, C01'sisting of the two Chambets, to take the
responsibility of initiating and carrying out
any reform, it should· delegate the power
to Olie Chambel', which is to be called a
convention: and that Chamber is to mtroduce a measure for the reform of these two.
"That an inconsistency that proposal is !
The Constitution requires at present that
legislation should be passed by the two
Cham bers, bu t the Governmen t propose to
call in an outside body, consisting merely
of one Chamber, and that Chamber is not
to be composed of more or less experienced
men-Members of Parliament who have
sat for a long time in either Honse, and
·who are better acquainted with things
and the propriety of introducing different
measures-bnt what I may fairly call laymen,.as distinguished from experts who
exist in the Houses of Parliament. That
is the proposal-to elect one Chamber
composed of laymen, in preference to
allowing legislation to be proposed by two
Chambers of experienced men, who are
appointed to carry out legislation by the
Constitution. I do not propose to anticipate at aU-as has been done by some
honorable members-the nature of the
probable proposals of reform which might
be introduced. That is altogether beside
the mark. If the Bill ever comes up to
this House it will be time enough to deal
wit.h that matter. But I think we should,
in a general way, and as fully as we possibly call, show that
object to the maiu
proposition of the Bill-that we do not
Hee the necessity or propriety of this
convention. Let us see what it is that the
Government propose to do. The LientenalltGovernor's speech says : -

,ve

Owing to difficulties having been experienced
as the result of certain defects in our Constitution, and in view of the altered conditions
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nothing of us left. Therefore, I say that,
in order that the Government might reflect
upon the matter and come to a proper
conclusion, it is OLlr duty at the vcry
initiation of this proposal to make it, clear
that it is of no use bringing up any Convention Bill here. From the results of recent
elections, and from what has appeared in
th~ public press, I am perfectly satisfied
that the convention is not a live question.
Now, the convention has to do an this, and rrhe community cares llothing for it.
then tho draft is to be brought before There is no pressure from outside on the
Certainly, it is
Parliament. V\T0 are to discuss it, but Government for it.
we are not invited to make amendments advocated by a particular section of the
in it. vVe are simply to express our press, but its advocates there are anxious
opinions as to what it ought to be. There for it in order to serve their own ends,
is not oue word here to indicate that the and I have little doubt that the ultiGovernment Pl;opose to give us the power mate object they have in view is that
of altering or amending it in any par- the convention once established a Bill
ticular. After it has been discussed in might.then he introduced providing for
Parliament, the draft framed b'y this' con- the ext.inction of this Chamber. There
vention is to be submitted to a direct vote are two or three other matters which
of the electors, for their acceptance or re- have been touched upon by honorable
jection. The Government naturally expect members, and amongst these is the questhat it will be accepted. ~ehe Lieutenant- tion of old-age pensions, a matter upon
which "Te have expressed an opinion beGovernor's speech goes on to say:fore. 'Vhen the existing Act was befo"re
Myadvisers have no doubt that the clearlythis Chamber in the form of a Bill, it was
expressed will of the people will speedily be
pointed out by Sir Frederick Sargood and
clothed with legislative sanction.
Of course it muet come up then for legis- several others that. such a provision as
\ative sanction. But what position would this meant expense. The Government,
the Parliament be in after honorable however, took no heed of what Sir Fredemembers have gone through the formality rick said in regard to the matter, or \\" hat
of considering the draft framed by the was said by anyone else in this Chamber,
convention, and after that draft has been which will no doubt continue to have
submitted to the people and passed by its opinions ignored in the same way
them ~ What House of Parliament would unless means are taken to impress those
care to incur the odinm of reje.::ting the opinions in some more effecti ve manner.
measure nnder such circumstances ~ When a Bew scheme is proposed it is
I think we should make it known as highly desirable that we should know
clearly as we possibly can that it is how it is intended to raise the monev.·
As a matter of principle, no one can obO'lr opinion that we have no business
ject
to the payment of pellsions, for the
to be troubled with this convention at all.
We are invited as it were to allow this condition of the poverty stricken, and of
convention proposal to be introduced, and those in despair and want, appeals to t.he
the situation reminds me very much of the sympathies of everyone. But money has
to be got, and it should be got in a fail'
old nursery rhymeThe Governmen.t
Will you walk into my parloUl', said the spider and reasonable way.
certainly should be \"ery careful not to
to the fly,
rush into liabilities.
A remark fell
'Tis the prettiest little parlour that ever you
did spy.
from Mr. Davies to the effect that the
I think that it shouTd be rendered now- Government should endeavour to est,tb"vVill you come into my brand new C011- lish a system of thrift amongst those
vention says the Premier to all of us; it who were likely to be recipients of pellis the prettiest convention that you could SiOl~S. I do not' believe there is any
possibly see." If we once allow them to working man but who could pay, say, ld.
do what they propose, I believe our fate. a week, and if they all put away that ld.
will be like that of the fly; we shall be a week a fund would be raised quito suffisucked perfectly dry, our life -blood will cient to give pensions to those really in
be exhausted, and there \vill be really I Heed of them. Somethillg like that should
brought about by the accomplishment of
federation, it is the intention of my ctdvisers to
introduce a Bill providing for the election by
the people of a convent.ion charged with the
duty of considering what amendments in the
1aware required as regards both Chambers of
the Legislature, and of framing a measure for
the amendment of the Constitution accordingly.
Provision will be made that the Bill fra.med by
the convention after being discussed in Parliament shall be submitted to a direct vote of the
electors.

Hon. T. C. Hunvoocl.
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be done, instead of rushing in and saying
that these poor fellows UluSt all have lOs.
a week, though where the money is to
come from no Ol1e knows. 'rherc is another aspect of this question. Many of
the people who have been taken care of in
charitable institutions have received pensions, aud they left the institutions at
once. There is no doubt that the contributions to these institutions must be affected
by the drain upon the purses of the public
in providing the necessary funds for these
pensions. I think that where persons ,vho
are entitled to pensions are inmates of
these institutions, the pensions should be
handed over to the institutions for their
support, rather than that they should
come out and appear as objects of public
sympathy.
An HONORABLE MEllIBER.-A lot of them
have got killed.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-A number of them on coming out have gone to
the public-houses and spent their pensions,
and no one knows what has become of
them afterwards. It would be a far more
'profitable expenditure of this money to
hand it over to the institutions than to·
hand it to these poor people. Heference
is made, in His Excellency's speech, to
the question of imposing tolls. It is stated
that there are only some shires which are
anxious to secure the requisite authority
in this matter. There is no doubt that
there is a good deal of trHth in what Mr.
Pratt said, tbat in many districts a great
deal of the traffic that passes over and
destroys the roads COUles from outside
those districts.
The Han. J. M. P·RA'l'T.-That is especially so as regards the heavy traffic.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-The
traffic is frequently on the part of those
who pay no rates to the shire, and it certainly would be a reasonable thing, if it
could be managed,.if these people had to
pay tolls for t he use of the roads which
have to b~ kept in repair by the local
municipalities. But to impose tolls gen.erally will be a fatal step to take, and although it is said here that only a few
councils contemplate adopting this system, yet we may be sure that if the right
to impose the tolls is given to three or
fOllr or balf-a-dozen shires, the same
right will be asked for by every other
shire. lVe shall then - get back to
the old state of things which prevailed
40 or 50 years ago. I can well recollect
with what pleasure we learned that the
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tolls were removed, and how one Minister
of the day informed the public that he
was going to get a substitute for the
tolls within half-an-hour. ~rhat has not
been accomplished up to this moment. I
remember what was brought to light in
the inquiries that were made in those days
in connexion with the expense of the collection of the tolls. It- was shown that it
cost 9d. to collect every Is. That very fact
shuts the proposal out from any further
consideration. In some instances the cost
of collecting tolls was actually more than
the amount received) but upon the average it was found that the cost of collection
was 9d. out of every Is.' It must be obvious therefore to everyone that that impost is a most expensiye one to collect. An
impost, if it is to be of any benefit to
those in whose interest it is levied, must
be easily and cheaply collected. There are
other matters which are not mentioned in
the speech, and which I do not suppose we
shall eyer hear of again. There is one
om~ssion in particular upon which I wish
to congratulate honorable members. ~rhe
best part. of His Excellency's speech is the
omissions from it. There is no mention in the speech of the ""Voman's
Suffrage Bill, which during eyery session which I haNe had the honour of
being a member of the House has come
up for consideration. I am happy to find
that we are to hear nothing of it on this
occasion. Another question just touched
upon slightly is the cOilsolidation of the
various Acts of Parliament. and I notice
that it is stated that the c~nsolidation is
to be limited to the Lafld Acts.
I hope
this intention will not be persisted in.
As Mr. Davies pointed out, we should
aim at consolidating the whole of onr
statutes. There is a long series of them.
which could easily be pointed out as
requiring this treatment.
The Hall. A. 'VYNNE.-D0 YOll know
what the eost would be ~
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-I know
that it would cost a good deal, but the
benefits that would accrne would be well
worth the money. Anyone who has had·
experience in travelling through some of
these complicated Acts, and especially the
Local Goyernments Acts, must have come
to the conclusion that n,) matter what the
cost might be, their consoliclRtion in the
long run would mean 11 saving of money.
At presentforthe want of this consolidation
t here is a great waste of time and energy,
as well as ver.,Y I1Ul.tly mist.akes, because the
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Local Government Acts are introduced in
a very peculiar way into measures which
seemed utterly foreign to local government questions.
An HONORABLE MElIIBER.-Those Acts
are now being consolidated by a committee.
The Hon. T. C. HARW·OOD.-If the
Government will carry out the consolidation of these Acts, they will be performing a very desirable work. Indeed,
I am of opinion that the whole of the
Acts of Parliament should be consolidated
at least every ten years, and in undertaking this work the Government would
be performing a very valuable public service. I will conclude with these remarks
on the q n€stiolls before us, for there
is nothing more in the LieutenantGovernor's speech which I feel called
upon to deal with at present.
'l'he Hon. E. MILLER.-In consequence
of the retirement of Sir Frederick Sargood,
I find myself in the position of senior
member for the South Yarra Province,
which honorable members will.admit is
ono of the leadillg electorates of this
House. I feel very proud this evening
in being able to welcome and congratulate the two worthy members who ha,ve
been elected as my colleagues.
I t has
been very gratifying, indeed, to observe
the vigour and enthusiasm which have
been diRplayed during the elections for the
South Yal'l'aPl'ovince. Forweokspast large
numbers of people have given a great deal
of time :.tnd altellt-iOl) to the election.
l\1oney has been sp·ent in connexion with
it, and the nl most anxiety bas been shown
to secure the seats in this House. It.
sho.uld be gra.tifying to all honorable members to see the seats in this Charnber so
much valued, for nothing can be gained
by the person who wins a seat in this House
except the opportunity of doing his duty to
his country. I am especially pleased to see
in the two new members, Mr. Payne and
Mr. Smith, representatives of our old
pioneers coming forward to do their duty,
and I trust that many more of them will
follow the good example which they have
set. In making the few remarli:s I intend
to offer upon the address in reply, I will
commence by first talking about the proposal for a convention. I think that all
honorable members of this House, except
the members of the Government, are
opposed to it. and I, indeed, scarcely
think that the Government are serious in
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th~ir intention to bring it forward. Surely
the coun try has had enough of conventions recently. Is everything to be
submitted to the people for their approval
or l'ej ection ~ The people of this State,
especially those who reside in the country
districts, look to their Members of Parliament to pass whatever measures may be
necessary, and their view is that if Parliament wants reform, it should reform itself.
The man who is at the plough does Hot
"lint to be called away from his work to
vote on some question thHt he does not
understand. 'Ye should first try to reform ourselves as some members have
suggested, and it should only be as a last
resort that we should go to the country.
I am aOllvinced, however, that that last reo
sort will not be necessary, for we are perfectly willing and able to reform ourselves.
I also wish to offer a few observations
about the finances of the country. Mr.
Thornley has stated that it is evidently
the intention of the Government to build
more railways, that more railways are
wanted, and that this is a worthy
thing to do.
'Ve passed a good many·
. Rail \Yay Bills during the last session of
Parliament, amongst them one to authorize
that enormous railway to Mildura.
I
might remind honorable members that
these railways involve the expenditure
of money. There have been oatcries in
this HOllse when we have been asked to
pass a Bill authorizing the borrowing of
a million or so, and when it is asked for
what purpose the money is required, the
reply invariably is that it is for those
railways that you have authorized. 'Ve
ought, consequently, to hesitate before
we authorize the cOllstruction of any more
railways, and \Ye ought to ask the question as to wbere the money is to come
from.
A large amount of money has
recently been borrowed in the local
market, and I do not think ti'at we can
continue Ollr local borrowing for ever.
To my mind, the last loan raised locally
was all but a failure, anCi I am almost
inclined to think that it might have been
a failure if the Savings En,nk had not
come to its assistance.
That means,
however, that we are using trust funds
with which to construct railways. rrhe
London market for loan purposes would
not be very l)roductive to us just
now, and I doubt very much whether
we could float a loan there satisfactorily
at the present time. Dlll'ing the coming
session, consequently, the Government
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and Parliament, before dealing with mea- must crave the indulgence of honorable
sures which will req uire the raising of members in connexion with t.he few
large sums of money, should be very cau- remarks I am about to offer. As one who
tious and see clearly before theo.l as to has been but recently elected, I desire to
how the money is to be obtained. I was inform honorable members that., so far as
glad to see in one part of His Excellency's' this Chamber is concerned, we have no
speech that the finances of the country are; need to fear the prevalent feeling in the
to be very carefully considered. 'Ve do country, for every where there is a determination to stick to the Legislative Council.
not know what we have to receive from
the Commonwealth Parliament, and until Everywhere it is regarded that the Legiswe can form some definite opinion on this lative COllllcil has its missioll as a HOllse
subject, I hope th1:lt the Government will of review, and it is recognised as a place
where hasty and immature legislation
carry out what they here profess them·
sel ves as anxious to do. A great deal of will be subjected to criticism. Honorable
mouey will be wanted for instance if the members may consequently rest ass\ired
that the country is absolutely in favour of
shires indicated are to get the £150,000
mentioned in His Excellency's speech.
keeping the Conncil intact.
During the
There is, however, all outcry from all the debate I heard reference made to the procities and boroughs around Melbourne for ducing industries, and amongst others
which have been specialized is the butter
money. Even my own elect.orate asked
I must give credit to the
me to do what I could in this industry.
direction, and if we give more money to Government for having attended to the
the country shires, I do not see why we ; interests of that industry so far as the
should not also increase the grants to the ' market in the old couiltry is concerned.
shires about Melbourne. 'With regard to While in Loudon recently I had the
the system of tolls, a proposal which has ,opportunit.y of observing the work of Mr.
met with the disapproval of so many Sinclair, a gentleman of whom this State
may be proud, for he is one of the ablest
honorable members, I think it is one which
is worthy of attention. In the case of men we have in Lm.1don looking after the
I feel somewhat
poor shires, the Governorin Council should, country's interests.
I think, be able to grant them power to sorry that the Government could not see
impose tolls on the traffic that goes over their way clear to give him,a better salar,)'
their roads, so that those who use the roads than h3 is now receiving. He has had
should pay their propel' portion towards several much better ofl-"ers, and I call
the maintenance. A toll, after all, is a hardly understand how he has come to
accept wbat the Government have given
very Emall amount, and any man with a
him. H,eferences have been made to oldteam would be only too willing to pay a
·While we all recoguise
small sum as a toll in order that he nge pensions.
may also have the advantage of travelling that we mllst look after the clas~ to whom
upon a proper road. Expenditure on roads the old-age pensions have been' granted,
is money well laid out. Like Mr. Har- 1 think the great flaw in connexion with
wood, I am extremely glad that the the matter has been that nearly one-half
Woman's Suffrage Rill, which has created of th()se who are receiving the pel1sions at
a certain amonnt of disturbance dnring the present time are not entitled to them.
the last two or three years, has now dis- If careflll inquiries were made into
appeared from the Governor's speech, and
the subject" it wOllld probably be
I hope that we shall not see it there again. fOllnd that many of those who are receivillg
I do not know why it does llot now appear pensions have ohildren who are well able
in His Excellency'S speech, except perhaps to snpport them, and my opinion is that
for the reason that one member of the steps should be taken to reg Hire t.hat ~his
Government has since taken upon himFielf snpport should be afforded. Proceedings
the responsibilities of a husband. I do
should be taken against people who are
not thiuk there is anything else that I
llot willing to do that, and they should in
need deal with, for I agree in [he main
that way be well advertised in the public
with what one honorable merllber said-- ·press.
. An HONOHABLE MEMBEn.--That is a
that many of these matters mentioned ill
the speech can be passed over until they Scottish law.
come before us in the form of Bills.
The Hon. D. E. McBH,YDE.-I do not
'rhe Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-As a
know whether it - is a Scottish law, but I
very yonng member of this Cham bel', I • think it ought to be a Victorian law.
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~ehere is another matter I should like to
refer to, and it is in cOllllexion with the
references in the Lientel'lant-Goverllor's
speech to the measnres which are to
be adopted for the settlement of trade
disputes.
There is probably no honorable member of this House who has
had more to do with la,boul' than I have,
and I am thoroughly ill favour of giving
every man the very highest wages to
which he is entitled. I have, however,
made the discovery, and I regi'et very
much that such is the fact" that a large
proportion of the farming commnnity are
unable to pay what is recognised as the
minimuUl wage.
The result has heen
that the men whom the farmers rmploy,
seeing what is the rate of the minimum
wage offered in the cities, decided that
they were not going to accept what -the
farmers were paying t.hem, probably
£1 a week, but said to 'themselves-" 'We
will go to Melbourne and gE!t the minimum wage." Probably it is these men
who furnish a large number of the unemployed. I would ask how the farmers are
to succeed if they are to' be deprived of
their labonr in this way ~ For numbers of
men have left good employmellt in the
country to COUle into the city, owing to
what they have seen in the' public press
about t,he higl) rate of minimum wage
that they might obtain there. I do not
for olle moment wish to say that the
minimum wage principle is not a correct
one, if it is carefully and properly regulated; but it certainly seems, a hardship
upon the fa.rrlling community if it is
going to lead to their being deprived of the
labour tney require. I am in favour of
paying every man acconling to the work
he does, but we must clearly understand
that we cannot go against tho law of
nature, and we must remember that all
men are not qualified to do an equal
amount of work or entitled to an eq llal
remuneration. One man may be worth
lOs., lvhile another may be worth only
2s. 6d. 'Vith regard to the q nestiol1 of
the reforrn of the Constitution, I
stated to my constituents that I thought
the desirable thing to do was to allow
this Council to reform itself, and that in
the event of its not being sucoessful then
other means might be employed. I feel
perfectly sure that this Council is able to
look after itself. 'Ye need have no fear
in connexion with this question of constitutional reform, alild probably the less said
about it at the present moment the better.

lIon. D. E.lJ1cBryde.
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The Hon. N. LEVI.-My intention is
to be brief as regards the remarks I
purpose making' upon the subject before
the House. In the first place, like several
honorable members who have preceded
me, I desire to offer my congratulations
to you, sir, on the proud position which
you occupy, and to the honour you did the
members of this House in consenting to
preside over the deliberations of the
Chamber. I have also to congratulate
the Honse on the return of the members
who have recently been introduced, and I
have no doubt that they will prove an acqui-,
sition tothe debating strength of the House.
This prompts me to express my strong
con viction, as has been, done by many
honorable members who have preceded
me, regarding the proposal to reform the
Constitution by means of a convention.
I have listened with very great satisfaction
to the remarks that have fallen from
several honorable members concerning
I will not for a moment
this matter.
admit that this Chamber has been a
stop-gap on what has been deemed to
be necessary legislation. For the many
years that I have taken part in political
matters I can scarcely recollect more than
two occasions when it might have been
said that this Chamber acted contrary to
what was believed at the time to be the
trend of public opinion.
Bu~, on the
other hand, I know of many installces
when legislation has beeri brought under
the notice of thi::: House, and after carefully weighing the matter, and improving
the measure, the House has yielded when
public opinion necessitated its pa~sing
the Bill.
One subject that has been
referred to in connexion with the reform
of this Chamber was pointed ont
more particularly by Mr. Melville during
his remarks the previous night, and I
have no doubt that he voiced to a great
extent
view to which most honorable
members would be prepared to agree,
namely, that this Honse is not prepared
to yield to the wishes of the Government
to have the question of constitutional
reform taken out of its hands. For my
own part I think the Government should
be prepared, if it ",auts to reform the
Legislature of the State, to frame a Bill
setting forth the lines on ~which the Constitution should be re-modelled, and then
submit it either to the other Chamber or
bring it forward in this Honse. This would
give Pariiament an opportunity of either
otppl'oving or disapproving of the propos::tls'
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of the Government. If Pacliament refused
"to reform itself it would then be sufficiently
early to adopt the course indicated in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech. As a ffim:nbel' of this Chamber, I will resolutely
oppose any proposal for the election of a
con\'enti0n until we have had a clear and
definite measure placed before us embodying the views of the Government with
regard to constitutional reform. I think
the time has arrived when this House
-should not be dmwn into approving of any
of the large outlays contemplated by the
Government before honorable members
are made acquainted with the sources
of revenue from which the money
is to be obtained to meet this large
proposed expenditure.
I mean more
particularly with reference to the oldage pensions scheme. I presume that
there is is no man in Vid-oria at the
present time, without refening specially
to the members of this House, who is not
anxiolls to see everything possible that
can be done for the aged and infirm, and to
keep them from that state of mendicancy
which they are supposed to be labouring
under. But the mode in which that is to
be done is quite another question . . The
Bill which is now in existence, authorizing
the payment of old-age pensions, was
rushed throllgh Parliament, as" has frequently been the case with important
measures coming to this Chamber at a
late period of the session.
Honorable
members were thus prevented from giving
the attent}on that they would otherwise
devote to a measure of this importance
before sanctioning it. The experience
that we have had of the large number of
deaths that have occurred through the
recipients of pensions having received the
money and expended it in intoxicating
liquors, instead of in the purchase of food
for their sustenance, has proved the
necessity for some reform being instit,uted
in this matter. Old men who were comfortably housed in benevolent asylums
have been permitted to obtain pensions
and leave those institutions, to their
detriment. It would be advisable if some
public institution could be erected with
public money where these aged people
w<?uld be comfortably housed and clothed
without having the stigma of poverty
attached to them.
An 'observation was
made, by Mr. McBryde, I think, that
some means should be taken to compel
the children of these aged people to
keep their parents where they are in
(I
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of a salary which would
enable them to maintain their aged
father or mother in a respectable manner.
I fully concur in that suggestion. If need
be, these inconsiderate children should be
compelled by Act of Parliament to support
their "aged parents in all cases where it
could be shown they could "well afford to
do so. I have been informed that such a
law exists in other parts of the world, and
I know the principle is to be found in the
Lunacy Act that is in operation in this
State. When a sum of £500,000 or
£600,000 is necessary for the payment of
old-age pensions, it is the duty of the
Government to let honorable members
of this House know what provision is to
be made for obtaining those funds. Mr.
Harwood spoke about collecting a penny
a week from every employe, and said
he thought that a sufficient sum to meet
the requirements might be raised in
that way.
However, in looking into tho
matter, I find that wo have not a working
population of more than 300,000, and that
a tax of a penny a week will not produce more than £65,000 per :tnnum, or a
tenth of the sum that will be required for
the payment of these pensions. I t will
therefore be seen that the suggestion
made by my honorable friend will not be a
practicable solution of this pnblem. At
first blush, it seems to be totally inadequate for the purpose. I think it is
scarcely necessary for me to t ~ouble the
House with much more comment un the subjectreferred to in the Lieutenant-{fovernor's
speech. I notice, however, that g 'oat stress
has been laid upon the large increase in
revenue arising from the Hailwa.,r department. We have been told th~\.t there
will be an increase of about £250,000
by the end of this month compan'd ,vith
the receipts during the previous financial
year. But honorable mel-TIbers should
not overlook the fact that while the
revenue has slightly increased, an enormous amount of expenditure has been
taking place in alterations and in the cost
of renewals and in regrading the different
lines.
This outlay appears to have
swallowed up not only the increase in
revenue that has taken place during the
last five years in conl1exion with our
railways, but has also led to -a considerable addition to our indebtedness in connexioll with our railway loans.
There is
another point deserving consideration,
and that is what is to be done with regard
to the future working of these lines.
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Th'3 amount of money that we have invested in the construction of our rail ways,
and the expenditure which it is now
proposed to incur on the works I have
alluded to is a subject that will also
req uire far more consideration than can
be given during the short period of' time
that this Honse is allowed to discuss the
Bills of Supply which are brought before
us from time to time. I think in making
these observations I may state that I
made an application to-day at the Parliament HOtll3es, Spring-street, for a copy
of the annual report of the Rail ways
Commissioner, and I found it absolutely
impossible to get the document, although
I wanted it particularly to-night to make
quotations from it bearing on the
financial condition of the rail ways. I was
told that there was uo officer in the
building who was able to supply me with
acopy of this report. It is very strange that
records and papers of this conntry could
not, at the present moment, be obtained
by honorable members when they particularly wanted to refer to them. There
is just ar.other matter I would like to
touch upon before resuming my seat, and
that is the promise contained in the Lieu·
teuant-Governor's speech tha.t a Factories
Act Amendment Bill will be brought forward this session. This is a piece of legislation the public have been anxiously
looking forward to, because many of those
who have invested money ill our industries and enterprises are being driven ont
of business in consequence of the unfortu·
nate circumstances that beset that Act in
almost every direction. The sooner that
measnre is brought in and au opportunity
given to the House to rectify mflny of the
things that require alteration the better
it will be for this eomrnnnity. As regards
many of the other matters mentioned in
the speech I may say there is no doubt
whatever that·most of them will not come
before the House for some considerable
time. r:Phe proposuls are so numerous
that. it will be impossible to deal with
them aJl during the life-time of this Parliament. There is one particular subject,
however, that has been omitted from the
speech, and that is women's suffrage. r:rhe
omission of that debatable question will
obviate much bickering and ill-feeling. In
conclusion, I hope that we will haye an
opportunity of being kept in this Chamber
a little more frequently than we have
been in the past. By that. I mean that
the Government should see that important
Hon. N. Levi.
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matters of legislation are sent up to this
House at an earlier period of the
session than is usually . the case,
so that we may show the count~·y
that we take a deep" interest In
its affails, and are willillg to do Ollr share
in passing measures which will, I trust,
result in the advancement of the best
interests of this community. If the Government brings forward a Bill for the
reform of the Constitution, the measure
,,·ill receive most carefnl consideration at my hands, and I think I may say
at the hands of other honorable mem bel'S.
But if the Government introduGes a Bill
merely for the appointment of a convention to do the work which Parliament
should be called upon, and, so far as this
Honse is concerned,. has the willingness
to lJerform,
I
say that sneh a
measure as that will Hot be deserving of
much consideration on the part of this
Chamber.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT.-I think
that the convention proposal is such an impOl-tant one that every honorable member should express his views 'concerning
it., so that the Government may be influenced in regard to the character of the
measure. I have seen a great number of
Governors' speeches, but I never saw a
more prornising speech than this one. If
half the measnres that have been referred
to in the Government programme \Yere
introduced Parliament would want to sit
continuonsly till this time next year to
dispose of them. I hope the Government
will only bring in matter.:; of the most
urgent nature, and try
to pass
them through Parliament this session.
I am astonished to find that every member who has addressed this House has
said that he was against the convention.
I am going to say that I am in favonr of
the convention, but I waut to add thiR
proviso, that I do not think the Chamber
is ripe for it. 'Ve should exhaust every
parliamentary resource that we have
before going for a convention. 'Vhen I
am sfLtisfied tbat the circnmstances of this
State do not provide sufficient means for
the two Chambers reforming themselYes,
I shall then be only too happy to support
convention schemes or allY other llleaDS
that will bring about a satisfactory settlemt;nt of the difficulties that are said to
exist.· The reduction· of the number of
members is an important item with
the whole country.
I remember that
all the great reforms in England haye
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been brought about by the members
of t.he Houses themselves. I do not·
remember the .1832 Reform Bill, but
I have read about it, and I know
some of the means taken to pass it. V
a nation like the great one we are all
proud to belong to can carry great reform
measures, as it has done ever since the
1832 Reform Bill, I do not see why this
Constitution we have cannot provide
sufficient means for our reforming oursel ves.
I hope a measure will be
brought down by the Government which
will give us an opportunity of discussing what reforms are wanted and
then, as suggested by Sir Henry Cuthbert, a joint committee of the two Houses
can thrash the matter out and come to
some agreement. If that does not satisfy
the country, or if we cannot agree abuut
any reform, I feel that I will then be
called on to fulfil the promise I have expressed in regard to a c<;mvention scheme.
I shall be glad, in the meantime, if some
arrangement can be come to to tes-I; the
feeling of the two Houses on this question.
There are a great many matters in the
Lieutenant-Goyernor's speech which have
been very ably 'dealt with by honorable
members, and I shall not perhaps be able
to 8ay anything new about them; I generally come "at the heel of the hunt."
Several members exploited many of the
matters that I was going to allude to.
rrhis matter of constitutional reform has
been talked about for a long time as
being desired by a great many outside and
inside the Honse. I think the general
opinion is that federation having been
established the expenses of t.he State parliamentary governments are regarded as
more than they ought to be. I think it
is a matter that should receive immediate
attentioll, and I hope that some amicable
arrangement will be come to to carry it out..
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-In common·
with all the members who have spoken,
I desire to record my great appreciation of the honour that has been conferred
upon this House in your election to the
chair, Mr. President. Your career in the
past is so well known as that of a gentleman of refinement and culture in every
shape and form, that to say anything further than to add that you are sitting in
,the chair to-night with honour to the
House ·would be mere surplusage. I
learned with the greatest pleasure of your
election to the position, and I wish YOll.
very long tenure of that office. I wisb also
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to welcome the incoming members of the
Honse. I can sympathize with the young
members. Some ten years ago I was in
the same position myself, and I can congratulate them on coming to a Chamber in
which they will find some of the best men
in the State, and in which the traditions
are for all that is good. As to the principles, or want of principles contained ill the
Lieutenant·Governor's speech,there is one
item that calls for some sort of comment.
Public silence might be interpreted as
giving COllsent to the proposal. 'rhe convention innovation is one that seems to call
for an expression of approval or disapproval. I naturally expected that some
of our friends supporting the Government
would handle a difficult task like this
in a cantions mallner, and I felt that
they would have supported it or said
something to mollify it.
The only
champion is our true-hearted friend the
honorable member from Bendigo.
Mr.
Abbott is the only one who has said
one word in favour of the convention. He
is the only "one ewe lamb" of the
Government., if the honor[\b1e member
will excuse the gender.
He is certainly the only production that the
Ministry has put before us to support a
proposal that comes upon us like a
thunderclap.
The Hon. J. H. ABBol'l'.-Did I defend
it1
The HOll. A. O. SACHSE.-I understood
the honorable member to say he did.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOT1'.-vVhen the time
comes.
The Hon.A. O. SACHSE.-Thehonorable
member is then a defender in fltturo, and
not in the present. As far as I can see,
I cannot understand why I am to vote for
a thing of this sort, and to open my
arms to reeeive a convention proposal. I
am put here by the Constitution; the
Constitution I am to protect, and not to
attack. I take it that we have been put
into a garden to attend to it, and not to
use an axe to hack down everything in it.
My constituents are the ratepayers and
the property-owners of the State, who
will hltve to pay the bulk of the taxation
foreshadowed in the proposals here. They
sent me to the House to guard the Constitution, to see that no rash legislation is rushed through, and to protect
the bicameral system. Here the Government ask us to vote for a convention
providing for the selection of a certain
number of men by the vote of the
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people, not by the vote of the electors
of Ollr Chamber, and they thus wish the
convention to be elected by a lot of people
that we have nothing to do with. 'Ve
are here to represent the voters of the
Legislative Council, and until the voters
of my province wish me to hack down the
Constitution I am not going to do it.
There is a voluntary statement here that
might well have been left outAfter which my advisers haveno doubt that
the clearly-expressed will of the people will be
speedily clothed with legislative sanction.

There has been no expressed will of the
-people.
I have seen no reference to
any such thing in the country press. rrhe
Bubject is as dead as Julius Coosar. It is
a sure means of putting off parliamentary
reform. It is a proposal that the Legislati ve Council cannot possibly take to
itself, and simply means that the question
of reform will be shelved for a great
number of years.
Those who were
against parliamentary reform at all will
find what they wished for has come
about. Then the next thing referred to in
the Lieutenant-Governor's speech is the
question of old-age pensions. It is an amusing thing to have that again pressed upon
us. 'Ve were told that only a certain
sum of money was required, but it was
clearly shown in this Chamber that it
was utterly impossible to do any good
with the funds at our disposal. . I
pointed out that while the fund for the
old-age pensiolls would grow to hundreds
of thousands of pounds, it was perpetuating an act of injustice in the form of an
income tax upon other workers of the
community, bn t we were told that the
income tax was only to be for three years.
Many members voted for it because it was
the outcome of pressing financial circumstances, and on the clear understanding
that it was to be in ~peration for three
yea.rs only.
Then it was extended for
one yea,r, and subsequently another two
years were added, and the -House again
submitted. Instead of now being told that
the finances have rettched such a position
as to justify the abolition of the income
tax, we have, forsooth, another debt put
upon us-another respotlsibility-another
liability amounting probably to £500,000,
or double that deficit in the Railway department we complained of for many years.
Here we have practically double that
deficit by providing money, not to supply
help to the deserving aged, for -we can see
now where the uHmey is going; only a
Hon. A. O. Sachse.
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small portion reaches the deserving old
poor, for the greater part of it is
going to the public-houses, and is being
wasted; while some of it is going to
support people who should be supported
by their own children. Meanwhile, the
benevolent. societies are hungering for
funds. - Weare paying the highest
income tax in the wodd, and when
in addition we have to pay the oldage pensions, how can we support the
benevolent institutions of the community ~ I am a member of the Royal
commission appointed to inquire and
report upon the operatiolls of the factories
law, and I may say it is going to produce a
nest of people requiring old-age pensions.
For instance: A man who has become
rather old, and is unable to earn £2 15s. a
week in the butchering business, was lately
offered 30s. a week by his employer. The
man said he would be satisfied \vith £ 1 a
week, but his -employer gave him 30s.
As a consequence, the employer is
mulcted in a fine of some ponnds, and he
has had to turn the old man adrift. The
man is now in a condition of starvation,
and that is the sort of thing that will go
011.
The man might be allowed to take
an old-age pension, but he is not allowed
to earn 308. a week, for the law of the
country, will not permit him to do honest
work and make a living. The thing is
becoming a disgrace and a blot. on the
present century. Instead of the Factories Act doing us any good it will make
us the cynosure of all the States. We
find, too, that it is to be further extended, and that while the hours
of labour are reduced and the
rates of pay increased, the hours for
keeping' shops open are restricted. We
find also that in Sydney and Adelaide the
reverse conditions are being maintained.
The result is that the goods of the manu-facturers in those cities will be sent in
here slowly, but surely. What is to
become of our manufacturers ~ Under
present conditions "the manufacturers of
the other States will most certainly, if
gradually, absorb the trade of this State.
As long as we put these restrictions on
our trade, the trade must surely go to
other places. I find on looking at the
Argus of yesterday morning one more
outcome of the "New Protection," as I
believe it is called. It is stated in that
journal thatAt the South Melbourne abattoirs during
last month, the heads a.nd plucks of between
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1,300 and 1,400 sheep and those of 150 bullocks,
were saturated with kerosene, and burnt in the
desiccating works.

In another part of the article I find. In this way thousands of heads of both sheep
and cattle are destroyed, yery frequently in the
face of appeals from starving children, who visit
the slaughter-houses to beg for what, in the
hands of their mothers, would be the basis of
a nourishing soup and meat diet.

The article further statesRather than they should go to waste, it
was proposed to the Oustoms authorities,
that benevolent institutions in our midst
might be permitted to take the heads and
plucks gratis. This met with a prompt refusal, on the ground that it would operate
to the disadvantage of the local butchers
who contract for the supply of meat food
to the institutions, and the department was
forced to the adoption of a barbarous expedient
in order to defeat the well-meaning proposal of
the exporters.

Vfe sec people starvil1g, or next door to
it, when between 1,300 and 1,400 heads of
sheep-quite a dainty dish, when properly
prepared-and 150 bullock heads are
burnt to ashes so that some butchers'
arrangements may not be interfered with;
I bear that the Governm·ent have
announced that they are helpless in
the matter.
These are the first
little doses of factory legislation. If
this is the beginniug, what is going to
be the end ~ Again, we have the old
ground traversed about imparting technical instruction. I suppose that subject
has been mentioned in everv Governor's
speech for the last six years," and it never
seems to lead to anything. It is like the
"blessed word Mesopotamia," which rolls
so easily off the tongue. I t is mentioned
in the Governor's speech each year, but
not the slightest attempt has been made
to bring in measures to give. effect
to it. A Royal Commission on Technical
Education has been meeting for some
time past, and they have furnished
some reports, but nothing has been done.
There has not been the slightest attempt
made to imitate, for instance, what is
being don~ in Germany. -We have here
a system of education, where boys are
engaged on work of no earthly value, and
who go into the workshop afterwards. In
Germany there is a magnificent system.
For the last two or three years of a boy's
school life he is taught the trade that his
parents desire he should learn, so that when
he has finished his school ed ucation, he is
practically past the apprentice stage and
takes up the work of a tradesman. III
this way practically three years out of 30
Session 1901.-[12]
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of a man's working life, or in other
words, 10 per cent., is made use of in
the schools, aud ho3 st~rts work able to
earn a wage; not as in Victoria ul'lder the
Factories Act as an apprentice. at 2s. 6d.
a week, but with a proper technical
education to enable him to earn a reasonable wage. I look upon this system as
being the proper one to bring about a
solution of the Factories Act trouble in
this State, and to do away to a large
extent with the apprentices ill the factories. I notice, also, that reference is
made ill the Lieutenant-Governor's speech
to an amendment of the Mines P... ct.
'Vhen I was in London, some three
years ago, a complaint was made by the
ca}?italists ·there who put money into
Victorian mines, that they never knew the
moment a lease might not be lost to
them. They would expend perhaps
£20,000 in working a mine, and then
at the sweet will of the Minister, or
because some person had happened to
jump the claim in the interval between
the aiTangement of a change of proprietorship, the whole thing would be lost. Any
perse>n can have issued a snmmons for a
technical breach of the labour covenants,
and the company practically loses all that
it has put into the mine. There is nothing,
so far as English capitalists are concerned,
that seems to affect their investing in
Victorian mines so much as this. The
English people have asked that something
should be dont) in t·he way of improving
these conditions, and the S(i)licitor-General
has expressed himself as being in favour
of it. The matter has come up for consideration in this House on four or five
different occasions, and endeavours have
been made to have an alteration effected.
The Hon. A. 'V YNNE. - On the last
occasion we were not able to carry it out.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-I think the
House expressed itself in favour of the
amendment then submitted, but it was so~
mixed up with objectionable things that the
House deemed it undesirable, that it had to
go by the board. So far as the convention
proposal-and that is, after all, the special
piece in the repast put before us-is concerned, I do not see how, as a member of
this Chamber, and elected in the manner
that we are elected, I can do otherwise
than oppose it. I only hope that the
Ministry will introduce something thai
will enable us to reform Parliament, and
not something that will block the possibility of it for some years to come.
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Sir ARTHUR SNOW·DEN.-The main
question in the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech that in terests the House is the subj ect
of the conventiQn. That, I think, we are all
interested ih, and, with the exception of
one honorable member who has spoken
to-night, the House appears to me to
be pretty well unanimous that the
convention proposal cannot for one
moment be entertained. If we delegated
the powers of this HOllseto a conven tion, what would be the result 1 We
should be most contemptuously sneered at
by the clamorous party ontside Parliament
at our weakness in giving way to popular
clamour-so-called "will of the people."
The will of the people is really the will
of the large body of steady-goi'ng middle
class people, the most respectable workmen, and the men wh@ are the mainstay
of this State. They are the people whose
will we haye to consider. Unfortunately
that large, powerful, and influential body
do not make themselves heard in the way
that the clamorous party make themselves
heard, under the cry of the so-called" will
of the people." As I said before, we must
:lever be guilty, for one moment, of the
weakness of delegating the power given
to us under our magnificent Constitution.
Never, for one moment, should we give
away that power.
It has been stated
that this cOllvention is necessary owing
to difficulties which have occllfl'ed
between the two Houses. I am not a
very old member of this Honse, but
I have been a very keen observer
of the political affairs of the State long
before I entered it, and more particularly
since I have been a member of this
House, and the only great differences that
have occurred have been settled very
amicably indeed by Il.leans of a joint committee of the two Houses. At this
moment I can distinctly recollect two
sHch occasions, one in connexion with the
Hailway Bill, and the other in connexion
with the Factories and Shops Bill. Those
differences were obviated and amicably
settled by a joint Gommittee. The only
other difference I am aware of is that in
connexion with the subject of women's
suffrage. I was a great supporter of the
'Yom en's Suffi:age Bill, and shall al ways
continue to be so. That Bill, as we are
all aware, was brought up in this House
in one form or another for several years,
bnt it was not passed by us. 'What is
the result? The result is that this House
has been fully justified, because, although
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I am. sorry to see it, speaking individually,
it is the manifest wish of the electors that
the vVomen's Suffrage Bill should not be
passed. This is instanced by the return
of a great number of members to Parliament who have expressed themselves
not in favour of women's suffrage. I
think that this House is fnlly j llstifled by the
result.
Individually,
as I said before, I am sorry for tbe
result, but I cannot shut my eyes
to the great llumber of manifestations
that I have witnessed that the 'Women's
Suffrage Bill should not become law.
'}'he HOll. F. BRowN.-You will convert
Mr. Godfrey shortly.
The Hon. G. Gom'REY.-Oh, no.
Sir ARTHUR SNO'VDEN.-I would
be very pleased to join in any measure
brought forward under the Constitution
for the reform of Parliament generally.
All the clamour is for the amendment of
whaU Not for the amendment of the
Constitution of Parliament, but for the
amendment of the Legislative Council.
Now, Mr. President, which body requires
most amendment'~ The Conncil? That
is the body, because it is the weak body.
The Legislative Council feel it to be so.
They cannot amend themselves.
They
have got their membership, but they have
not got their pay. rrhere is the weakness.
vYill Parliament ever be strong
enough in itself to amend the whole Parliament ~ Parliament does require amelldiug for this reason: This Chamber has
met ill session night after night waiting
for whatever measures should be sent to
it, because we could not initiate those
measures onrsel yes on account of their
embodying some trivial clause or other
which might be deemed to be a money
clause. 'Ve know when a measure is
passed by this Hodse and sent to another
place the way in which it is treated there.
We know of the strictly technical meaning
that the Legislative Assembly gives to
their power over Money Bills, and the more
than strict construction which they give
to the money sections in the Constitution
Act. I think that requires amending more
than atlything else.
If there is any
amendment to be made, the Legislative
Council should have some power over the
money clauses of Bills. The U ni versal
Suffrage Bill; which 'yas passed some time
ago, was passed on the groulld that those
who pay the taxes should have a voice
in the expenditure. That is very just.
But was another place satisfied? More

Lieutenant-Governo1"s Speech. [26

JUNE,

liberal measures were passed, culminating
ultimately in the one-man-one-vote Bill.
"That is the result? It is simply thisthat those who pay' the taxes have got
no voice in the expenditure. I say that
literally that is the case. The "great
voice of the people" by means of the
one-man-one-vote Act swamps the Legislative Council. They have all the powers
of the purse, and we have none. 'fhis is
a subject which might be enlarged upon
very considerably. It ha'3 been mentioned
tha,t beeause the Commonwealth Constitution was brought about by a convention,
ergo the amendment of our Parliament
should also be brought about by a convention. That is a bad argument under
the circumstances, and those who make
use of that argument do not look at the
·facts. The facts of tho case and the
position in which this Parliament is
placed are against the creation of a convention on the lines of the Inter-State
Con vention for the framing of the Commonwealth Constitution. Under the Consti·
tution establishing the Commonwealth an
Inter-Stll.to Convention was a matter of
necessity. ·U nless they had that. InterState Con vention the Common wealth could
not have been brought about, except it had
been by an arbitrary act of the Imperial
Parliament, which the Imperial Parliament; in its liberality and wisdom said
could Hot be dOlle. They said, "vVe cannot legislate for yon on. this subject.
Agree among yourselves, alld then we
will legislate for you." That was done.
As I said before, on that occasion there
was a positive and absolllte necessity for
a con vention. 111 the other case there is
none. The powers to legislate for 0l1l'selves, and for the alteration of our Constitution and of our Parliament are given
and conferred upon us in a most liberal
manner by our Constitution Act. Now,
i~ is proposed that we shall abuse our
Constitution Act, and drive the wedge
horne-and it is already pretty well dri yen
into the superstructure. They want to
drive the ,,,edge home which is to upset the
superstructure of the Constitution altogother. Are we prepared to submit to
that ~
The Hon. N. LEVI.-No.
Sir ARTHUR SNO'¥DEN.-I am very
pleased to hear the honorable inembel' say so.
So long as I am a
member of this House I, for one, will
to any such measme.
never
agree
There are only two other matters
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I shall touch upon.
One has been
mentioned by one or two honorable
members, and it is as to the advisability
of consolidating the Acts. It has been
suggested with regard to one or two.
If we are going to consolidate one or two we
might as well consolidate the lot, because
there are a great many of them which require consolidating.
I know from experience the agollY it is to find out the
meaning of an Act of Parliament wit.h its
various amendments, amendments on
amendments, alterationf; of those amendments, and amendments on those. It is
perfectly bewildering, and there is no
Jawyer who does not give his opinioll with
the greatest diffidence imaginable when
he has to do so on an Act of Parliament.
Some one has said that it takes a lawyer
to construe an Act of Parliament, bnt I
think that a layman construes it with
more ease. The layman is like the young
soldier in battle. He' goes slap-dash at it
and chanees. it. On the other hand, tho
lawyer is like the old soldier, he sees the
state of things, and takes great care beforo
he comes to any decisi:m. ,¥ e have ouly
to look at the six consolidated volumes of
1890. There is also a r8w of sessional
volumes in this chamber brger than
the Consolidated Acts of 1890, and they
are all made up of amendments, amendments of amendments, explanation of
amendments, amendments of those, and
further explanationR. They comprise,
indeed, hard work for the lawyers. I
hope that the Government will see their
way clear in' the promised Consolidation
Bill to include a cOl1sq,lidation of the
whole of the statutes. There is only oue
other q Ilestion I shall touch upon, and
that is the question of old-age pensions.
I think every member of t.his Honse
thoroughly feels for the old people, and
that the old people should be provided for,
if possible, outside of institutions. If they
cannot be provided for outside an institution let them be provided for inside. I
also think that the institutions that have
the. custody of old people should be paid
the pension accruing to those old people,
in order to stop the exod llS from established institutions where the inmates are
well taken care of. I might iustance, in
this connexion, such places as the Old
Colonists' Home and the Benevolent Asylum. Whyeannotthoseinstitutions be paid ~
The Government will then be assllred
that the pension will fall into worthy
hands, and that the inmates of these
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places will be well taken care of. No
doubt district committees will be req nired to
see that the money is properly distributed,
but that is the only way in which to carry
out the system satisfactorily. The question of expense has to be touohed upon.
As we are going on at the present time,
what does it mean 1 It means that if the
estimate which has been furnished is right
- I am sure I cannot say whether it is
or not-but if the expenditure is going
to amount to between £600,000 or
£700,000 a year, or about one-tenth
part of the entire gross revenue of the
State, it seems to me to be very high.
'Ve have also to take into consideration
the fact that the State has to edn,cate
all the poorer children. I ought not to
say the poorer chilcl.ren only, because the
children of those who are in really good
circumstances indeed go to the State
schools, where they are educated at
the expense of the State. I do not begrudge this expenditure. On the contrary, I think the Education Act is
Doing an immense amount of good.
'Ve have also, however, 'to recollect
that ,a great many people in this State
are married, and have large families of
children. A great many have families
without getting married, and the burden
of maintaining many, of these children is
thrown upon the State regardless of the
reslJonsibility of the parents to look after
them. The State looks after them.
I do not begrudge the money, but we
must bear in mind what the financial
result is. If we have to pay for a system
of old-age pensions, the Ed ucation Act,
and the maintenance of the destitute
children-if we are going to pay for all
these-we shall find that it will absorb a
very big percentage of our gross revenue.
rrhe speech promises many admirable
measures, and to those measures I am
sure this House will be ready to give
-every consideration, and to assist the
Government in passing them as far as we
possibly can.
The Hon. C. J. HA~I.-At this hour of
the night, and after the speech of Sir
Arthur Snowden, who has gone over the
principal matters of the LieutenantGovernor's speech in a, more full and
legal nianner than I could myself, it
is not my intention to dwell on the
various important matters referred to.
rrhere are however, one or two matters
which I think it is desirable should be
noticed. The first matter which strikes
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me as being of great importance, and
which has been so ably referred to by Sir
Arthur Snowden, is the subject of old-age
pensions. I trust tha,t the Government,
when bringing forward the mea,sure which
they have promised on that subject, will
submit one which has been well considered
in every respect. 'Vhet.her the means to
be adopted be such as was foreshadowed
in the speech of Mr. Levi, namely,· that
one penny a week, or some. such small
sum, should be contributed by the people
who are likely to receive these pensions
be the proper plan to proceed on or not,
it se.ems certain that those parties who
are to derive the benefit of the old-age
pension should, in some manner, contribute towards building' up such a fund.
'Vhether it should be framed in the
manner referred to bv the honorable mem- '
bel' or otherwise, I ~m not prepared to
say now. Bnt, unless the scheme be very
carefully considered, it is likely to launch
the State in a very grave difficulty. If a
similar system to that which is now in
operat.ion here were to be applied in England or America it would run into such a
number of millions of pounds that'it would
be utterly impossible to carry it out. I
have no doubt that when the measure
comes before us it will be scrutinized in a
friendly spirit, because I am quite sure
that members of another place cannot
have' a greater sympathy with old age
than 'members of this House have. I
percei ve that the Government propose
some alterations in the Education Act.
Especially they refer in the Lieutenant·,
Gov'ernor's speech to the bringing in
of a Bill to provide for the abolition of
the system of payment by results. The
vari~us Guvernments of this State have
been a long time in arriving at this
decision-a decision which we might
have anticipated ,'.,.ould have been long
before this brought before Parliament.
These remarks do not refer to the present
I was a member of a
Governmen t.
Royal commission which inquired into the
subjectof education some twenty years ago.
That body brought up its report, in
which the evil working of the payment
by results system was pointed out, and
it suggested, in connexion with other improvements in the Education Act, the abolit ion of the payment by results system.
The Lielltenant-Governor's speech also
makes referen~e to the subject of technical
instruction. I do not think it is fair to
assume that the present Government are
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not sincere in what they propose. Other
Governments have alluded to technical
eo.ucation in their proposals from time to
time, but nothing has been done. It is
for us to assume that the present Government will do something, and they will
have our entire sympathy in the matter.
I am pleased to notice that the Government have already done Fwmething in this
c0l111exion at the Working Men's College.
They have greatly assisted that institution, and. have now a practical illustration before them to enable them to see
the advantage of a system of technical
education. Classes have been established
at the ·Working Men's College for the teaching of plumbing, carpentering, bootmaking,
tailoring, coach building, and numerous·
other trades. ·We have instances at present of plumbers httving received employment after a course of instruction at the
VlorkingMen's College.
Boys have
entered the college and taken up a
course of plum bing lcs"sons, and received
technical instruction in such a way as t{)
perfect them in plumbing work. Icon·
sider that that college is of the greatest
benefit to those young people.
They
have got their certificate of competency,
and are now able to go and earn first
rate wages.
The information which
Mr. Sachse gave as to the system of
technical instruction in Germany should
prove of great vallle. In that country the
boys do 110t leave the schools .with a mere
technical knowledge, but have a knowledge of the various trades to which they
are likely ul timately to belong. I hope
that the Government will introduce a
system of technical instruction ·which will
be practical in its operation, and I think
we may anticipate that the present
Government will be more successful
than previous Administrations have been.
Mr. Sternberg, in referring to one part of the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech dwelt UpOl!
the fact that our railways brought in a
quarter of a million more revenue this financial year than during the preceding t\yelve
months, and he used this as a plea why
we should incur further expenditure. As
pointed out by Mr. Davies, however, the
Government v!'ill no doubt require to be
very careful in dealing with any expenditure of a non-productive character. It is
all very well to say that there is a quarter
of a million additional rail way revenue,
but, as honorable members know, it takes
from £75 to £80 to earn every £100 of
revenue received by that department, and
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there is consequently only a very small
sum to be counted as additional revenue.
The most important suggestion in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech is, to my
mind, that in reference to the convention.
It appears to me most disheartening when
there is such a mass of legislation prepared for ns, that that ~pple of discord
should be thrown in our way, and that
efforts should be made to disturb the
friendly relations that have existed between the two Chambers of. j>arliament,
which have been working together for the
best interests of this country for so mailY
years. Although the Federal Government has taken over many of the
functiolls which formerly devolved upon
the State Parliament, there is still
ample scope for the best legislative
work that the State Parliament cando,
and work of a character which is neeessluy in the interests of the people of
this country. It is a pity, therefore, that
a measure of this kind· should be brought forward as a bar to the many measures
dealing with social questions whi(}h require
onr earliest attention. ·With many other
speakers, I feel that there is no necessity
for this proposal. 'This House has always
shown a disposition to make what alterations are desirable in the Constitution of
Victoria. It will be remembered that
when Mr. Melville, some five years ago,.
brought forward tho question of reducing
the qualification of melllbersfrol11. £100 to
£50, and of lowering the franchise to the
ratepayers' roll, and also of red ucing the
size of the constituencies, he had a great
deal of support in this House, and I stated
unhesitatingly on that occasion that I was
prepared to follow the honorable member
to the extent proposed. I believe this
House would readily come to an arrangement for the appointment of a committee
of the two Houses to discuss .the whole·
question of the alterations which are necessary in the Cons.titl.ltion, in consequence
of the federation of the Australian States.
A vast Ilumber of measures of a highly
complicated character have come before this
House from the other Chanl bel', and very
few of those measures have not been passed.
I may say that a very much larger number
of Bills wh ieh hn. ve originated in this
Chamber have not succeeded in passing
through the other House. There have,
indeed, I think, been more measures from
thiiS Chamber lost in the other place than
there have been measures from the other
place lost in this. During the last twenty
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years the t.wo Houses ha-le worked harmoniously together.
As was pointed
ont by a previons speaker in connexion
with the question of old-age pensions,
when a difficulty arose between the two
Houses on that subject, it was amicably
settled in the interests of the people of the
country. One of the differences between
the two Houses which required the good
offices of a ioint committee of managers arose in ~onnexion with the question
of the appointment of a Commissioner of
Railways. The Government of ~he day
proposed to do away with the three commissioners, and appoint one commissioner,
who was to receive a salary of £3,000 a
year. rfhe measure came to this Chamber from the other place with the commissioner's salary reduced to £1,000. It
was absurd to place £40,000,000 worth of
property in the charge of a gentlem,an who
was to receive a salary of only £1,000 a
year, and this House restored the amonnt
to £3,000, and sent back the Bill to the
other Chamber. 'fhe alteration was ultimately accepted by the other Chamber,
very much, indeed, to the public interest.
In connexion with the Factories Act als!),
I think it is generally acknowledged by
'those with knowledge on the rnatter that
the suggestions of this Chamber were
'beneficial in the interests of both the
employer and the employe. I feel convinced that if a Minister who has been in
,charge of a measure ill another place,
and
is thoroughly acquainted with
the whole of its details, were permitted to come to the floor of this
House, provided the Bill were introduced in another place, and he explained
his ineasure to us, many of the difficulties
which have existed in the past would
never have arisen. If, for instance, Mr.
Peacock had been on the floor of this
Honse for the purpose of explaining
exactly what was meant in connexion with
the Factories Act, a great deal of trouble
would have been saved.' '
The Hon. A. W' YNNE.--You would Hot
then want Ministers in the Council.
The Hon. J. M. DAVlEs.-The same
privilege of course would be given to
members of the Council to go to the
Legislative Assembly.
The Hon. C. J. HA~L-,Of course that
was understood, aud if that system were
adopted, measures originated in one Honse
could be most thoroughly explained to
honorable members of the other House.
'Yhen Mr. Best brought in ,his Land Bill,
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which was a most exhaustive measure, it
would have been a great advantage if he
could have explained to us the various
complicated clauses which it contained,
instead of the Minister who had charge of
the Bill in the Council having to run to
and fro to the Minister outside the House
in order to obtain the requisite explanations. I believe many of the difficulties
which have occurred in the past would
have disappeared if that privilege had
been extended to Ministers in charge of
Bills. But I do not desire to take up the
time of this Hou::;e further. I can assure
the Ministry that they can depen~ upon
the very best efforLs of this Chamber in assisting them to carry into law any and al1
of these measures, social or othenvise, that
are for the best interests of the country.
The HOll. J. H. ABBOTT.-I desire,
Mr. President, to make a personal explanation. I notice that honorable members have referred to me as the only
member of this Chamber who is in favour
of the proposal for a convention. I would
like particularly to emphasize the conditions on \vhich I advocated the convention, and those conditions were that every
parliamentary and ·constitutional means
should first be exhausted. If honorable
members 'clearly understand that those are
my views, I, perhaps, need not mind being
referred to" as the only member of this
Chamber who is in f1:1.\'ol1r of the convention, for they must know that I am ollly
in favonr of the conventioll after all other
constitutional means have been tried.
rfhc motion for the adoption of the address in reply was agreed to.
The Hon. G. GODFHEY mor-edThat the address be presented to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor by the President and such members of the Council as may
wish to accompany him.

The Hon. J. STERNBERG seconded
the motion, which was agreed to.
The House adjourned at eleven minutes
past nine o'clock.
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TfTednesday, June 26, 1901.

The SPEAKER took the chair at balfpast four o'clock p.m.
NE'Y MEMBER.
'rhe SPEAKER announced that he had
received a return to the writ which be
issued for the election of a member to
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serve for the electoral district of Bogong,
in the rOl)m of Mr. Isaac A. Isaacs, from
which it appeared that Mr Alfred Arthur
Billson had been duly elected.
Mr. A. A. Billson was then introduced
and sworn.
SOUTH ENTRANCE TO
srrArrE PARLIAMENT HOUSE.
The SPEAKER.-I desire to inform
the House that, in conjunction \vith the
President of the Legislative Coun'cil, the
Government architect, and the trustees of
the Exhibition-building, I arranged this
afternoon for an entrance for honorable
me1nbers on the south side of this building, in a line with the corridor, by which
honorable members will be able to enter
either from Nicholson·street or from Lygon.
street. The way will be properly lighted,
and adequate police protection will be provided. The President and myself have
given instructions to the Govel'lllllent architect to earry out the work as quickly as
possible.
PARLIAMENT LIBRARY.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired
to point out that in the Library of Parliament House, Spring-street, all State
Government papers were stored, but there
was no one in charge of them, al1d honorable members asking for any paper could
not obtain it.
rrile SPEAKER.-My attention has
been called to the matter, and I intend to
give instructions f,)1' an officer to be
placed permanently in charge of the State
papers. The officer will be put in direct
communication with this building, so
that honorable members of either House
can obtain any returns or papers they
ref)uil'e with the least possible delay.
RAIL 'W AY EMPLOYES.
Mr. LA \VSON- asked the Minister of
Raihvays if he would take imm~diate steps
t9 see that railway employes should receive payment at the rate of 7s. per day
from the time of the respective completion
of their ten years' service, in accordance
with the spirit of the resolution passed in
committee of the House on 30th January,
1 ~)QO ~
Mr. TREN·WITH. - The House is
aware that a resolution was carried providing that persons who had reached ten
years' service should have 6d. per day
extra if their wages were less than 7s. per

day.
The then commissioner was not
di;posed to adopt that resolution ulllcf:),;
the House provided the money.
l'he
House did provide the money to pay those
who had reached the necessary length of
service at that time.
Since then the
deputy commissioner and myself have
been discussing the question as to what
should be done in connexion with the
spirit of this resolution in future. If the
previous arrangement with regard to providing the money was necessary, it would
be necessary for the House to furnish
other money to the department; but I am
pleased. to be able to say thttt the deputy
commissioner has agreed to comply with
the spirit of the resolution, and instructions have already been issued that as soon
as possible after a rail way servant, in
compliance with those conditions, has
reached ten years' service, his wages shall
be raised to 7s. per day.
Mr. LAwsoN.-\Vill those who have completed their ten years' service since the 1st
of J nly last be paid their back money ~
Mr. 11RENWITH. - The honorable
member's question is put withlt>ut notice,
alJd I ha,'e not given I3nough consideration to the matter to be able to answer it.
I would remind honorable members. however, that the House provided the ;noney
upon the last occasion, and there can be
no doubt that if the House desires it and
provides the money, what he suggests
will be done.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-vVh,)' bas it not been
done1
Mr. TRENvVITH. - 11bere is no
authority to do it.
The House has not
authorized it to be done.
I want honorable members to understand-I think it
is fair to the commissioner-that he was
under no obligation to do more than the
House called upon him to do and provided the money for doing. He did that
in every instance; but the present deputy
commissioner is prepared to go further
than that, and to carry out the spirit of
the resolution in connexion with persons
who are now coming within the area prescribed.
'
CAsrrLEMAINE RAIL'VAY STATION.
Mr. LA vVSON asked the Minister' of
Railways when the improvements contemplated at the Castlemaine rail way station
would be undertaken ~ ,
Mr. 11H.EN\VITH.-The improvements
will be undertaken in the course of a
month.

161

Cate1'ing for

tl~e

[ASSEMBLY. ]

DEs'rRUCTION 0]' VERMIN ON
P AS11 0RAL LICENCES.
Mr. GHAHAM a.sked the Minister of
Lands if his attention had been called to a
recent decision given by His Honour Mr.
Justice Hood relative to the Jiability of
pastoral licensees under the Vermin De-'
struction Act; and, if so, what action did
he propose to take to secure the destruction
of vermin on the lands referred to 1 He·
remarked that it would be a very serious
matter if this judgment was upheld,
because its effect was that any Crown
licensee might allow the rabbits to run
unchecked on his land to the detriment
of neighbours alongside, who were compelled to destroy vermin. The judgment
was reported as follows :-'
Mr. Justice Hood said that the ground upon
which the magistrates fined the defendant was
that he was an " occupier" within the meaning
of the Act, and, as snch, was responsible for
the destruction of vermin upon the lanel comprised in his licence. This view was, in His
Honour's opinion, erroneous. By section 118
of the Land Act 1898, licensees of Crown lands
were declared to be "occupiers" so as to make
them ra.teable as such for the purposes of the
Local Government Acts. But a licensee was,
nevertheless, not an occupier in the ordinary
sense, nor din he come within the definition of
an "owner" in the Vermin Destruction Act,
namely, "any person holding any land under
lease or licence from the Crown." The appellant
was charged £29 16s. 3d. for a single year's
licence to enter with cattle, sheep, &c., upon
certain specified Crown lands, and to depasture
the same. But the appellant did not "hold"
the land-he was not the occupier and had no
title. If the Legislature had meant to include
licensees in the situation of the appellant, it
conld easily have said so. The occupier was, in
reality, the Board of Land and "Vorks. The
appellant ought not, therefore, to have been
convicted, and the order would be made absolute with costs.

If this decision was carried out, it would
be a very serious matt.er to residents
bordering on Crown lands, and he desired
to know what act.ion the Minister of Lands
intended to take in the matter.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I may state that I
watched the proceedings in this case
with a considerable amount of interest,
and immediately the decision was given I
had a clause drafted to deal with the case.
I propose to bring down legislation to -the
House as soon as possible, dealing fully,
and I think effectively, with the matter.
I agree with the honorable membel' that
it is a very serious matter.
In ·the
meantime, pending legislation, with a
view of making the provisions of the
Vermin Destruction Act 1890 applicable
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to licensees under section 123 of the Land
Act, I am having a condition embodied in
every licence providing that the licensee
shall destroy the vermin on the land, and
in the event of his failing to do so t.hat
the licence shall be liable to fOTfeiture.
CATERING FOR THE COMMON-

WEALTH CELEBRATIONS.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Premier
if he had any objection t{) inform the
Housel. What amount per head was agreed to be
paid to Mr. Skinner for catering on 7th May at
Parliament House; on 10th May at Flemington
Race-course; and at any other place during the
Commonwealth celebrations?
2. ·What were the general stipulations as to
what food. and drink had to be provided?
3. 'Yhatwas the total amount of Mr. Skinner's
bill during the celebrations?

Mr. PEACOCK.-The answers to the
honorable member's questions are giYen
as follows:The following amounts per head were agreed
to Le paid to Mr. Skinner· for the undermentioned functions :1. (a) "At Home," n,tPn,rliament Honse,
on 6th May, 1901: 6s. lOd. (six
shillings and tenpence) per h-ead.
(b) Conversazione at the Exhibitionbuilding, evening of 7th May, 6s.
10d. per head.
(c) Royal Reception at Parliament
House, 'Yednesdn,y, 8th May, 6s.
lOd. per head.
(el) Royal Review, at Flemington, on
10th May, 8s. 7d. (eight shillings
and sevenpence) per head.
2. The geneml stipulations as to "food
and drink" to Le supplied are shown
on the attached "menns" for each
of the fnnctions mentioned. The
cost of printing the menus is included in the charges specified
above.

I have every ono of the menus here.
What I desir~ to show -is that the Celebrations Qommittee did everything that
was possible in connexion with the matter.
rrhe failure in connexion with the Review
was not on the part of the Celebrations
Committee. It was only fair to assnme
when they let the contract to :Mr. Skinner,
''I'ho had a good reputation, that he would
carry out the contract satisfactorily.
Mr. VVARDE.- "\Vha,t is the menu for
the Review?
Mr. PEACOCK.-Without reading the
menu I may say that there are fottrdifferent
kinds of patties, seven different kinds of
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sandwiches, twelve different kinds of
entrees, four different kinds of jellies,
four kinds of creams, various kinc]s of
ices, dessert, wines, alId so on. Of course
there was a complet.e failure; but what I
wanted to point out was that it was not
the fault of the Celebrations Committee.
The answer to the third question is as
follows :The total amount of Mr. Skinner's bill for
these functions, except the review, is made up
as follows:At Home at P.H., 6th May
... £705 17 8
Conversazione. Exhibition, 7th May 2,296 9 6
Royal Reception, P. H., 8th May
698 16 8
£3,701 3 10
These accounts have been rendered, but have
not yet been paid.

M~. METHVEN.- Don't pay -them.
Mr. ·PEACOCK.-The Government are
going to do the honorable straightforward
thing, and it is hardly worthy of Parliament to deal with such a matter in this
manner. I am trying to put the facts before the House. The answer continuesThe Review account has not yet been rendered,' but the tickets collected (out of 7,482
issued) andsellt in, number 4,675. An attendance of 5,000 was gUH,ranteed. This matter is
nnder consideration of the committee.
In addition to these main functions, Sk.innel'
supplied refreshments for the sailors, &c., at
the tattoo. 2,774 tickets, cost £95' 16s. 6d.
Refreshments at opening of the Press Bureau,
£33.
The total amount of his bill, including the
review'and everything, provided the cr.tering
had given complete satisfaction and he was
pll.id in full, would not exceed £6,388.
U~IONS

OF RAILWAY SERVANTS.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Minister of .H.ailways if he would recommend to
the Deputy H.ail ways Commissioner that all
officers of unions of rail way servants,
whether employed in the service or not,
should be received by the commissioner
when authorized by the unions to bring
union business under that officer's notice 1
He said he would point out that the secre-'
tary of a ullion could not possibly b~
employed in the railway service if he had
the whole work of secretary of the union
to carry out. In consequence of the
attitude taken up at one time by the late
Rail ways Commissioner, when the present
Minister of ~ailways was in a different
. position, and complained himself about
the commissioner declining to receive
him, he (Mr. Prendergast) expected to
receive favorable consideration from the
honorable gentleman on this subject.
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Mr. T.REN·WITH.-I shall be pleased.
to answer the question, and I shall also be
pleased to apswer the honorable member's argument. It is not true that I,
when I was not Miuister of Rail ways,
ever complained that any person refused
to see me. Every person has a perfect
right to refuse to see anyone he chooses,
and if anyone did not like to see me it
sometimes happened that I did not much
care about seeing him. As to the honorable member's qnestion, the answer is
"No."
Mr. WARDE.-Whv~
Mr. 1'HENW'ITH.--Ill the railway
service there is the relation of master and
servant between the persons who do the
railway work and the commissioner for the
time being. This House has decided that
our railways shall be managed by a commissioner, who shall employ all the servants of the Ra.ilway department, and it
seems ~o me it would be entirely subversive of discipline if I had the power-and
honorable members know I have not the
power-to compel Mr. Fitzpatrick to do
what the honorable member desires. On
the other hand, if I had to announce
in this . Honse that I had asked
him to do something, and that subsequently he did not do it, that would
neither be conducive to his nor to my
dignity. But I am justified in the atti·
tude that I am taking up by the organization on whose behalf this request is being
made-an organization which I am myself
associated with.
The Trades Hall
Con neil, which is largely interested
ill this matter, makes a very proper
rulo itself that no member shall sit
011 that eouncil '" bo is not
actively
engaged a.t the business or trade he repreI?ents, or who has not. at some time earned
his living at it. Now, the commissioner
assures me that any officerin the Hailway
department who feels that he is aggrieved
has every opportunity to ventilate his
grievance, and ha,-e it redressed.
In
the first place, provision is made for a
complete statement of his case to the head
of his branch, and if that is insufficient
he can appeal beyond the head of his
branch to the Appea.l Board; and if that
is insufficient he can appeal from the
Appeal Board to the commissioner himself.
Mr. MURRAY.-Sillce when can he
appeal to the commissioned'
Mr. TREN·WITH.-Since the Hailways
Act provided for the commissioner, not
before.
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:Jlr. }IURRAY.-Tt has been conolusively
.shown that the commissioner has refused
to heal' an appeal.
Mr. S~n'rH.-Many times"
Dr. :JiALONEY. - I..ook at the cases which
were illquired into by select committees
of this House.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I am informing the
House of my position in this matter. I
think it would be improper that I should
tell the House that I ;'yould ask the commissioner to do something which he has
already refused to do, and which, if I did
ask him to do, he would, in all probability, again refuse to do. In this matter
honorable members know there is no
authority oyer the commissioner but
Parliament. HO\veyer, it happens that I
agree with the commissioner.
Mr. BROwN.-Don't you think the law
should be altered ~
Mr. TRENvVITH.-I do not.
Mr. BROWN. - Parliament thinks so,
then.
Mr. ~rRENWITH. -- I am answering
the question which has been put to me as
fully as I can, in order that there may be
no mistake. I agree with the commissioner that when he affords his servants
every facility to approach him, he has a
right to decide whether anyone elf3e shall
accompany the servant or not.
Mr. PR.ENDERGAST stated that he
desired to explain that the Minister had
made au incorrect statement with refer·
ence to the Trades Hall COllncil. The
position was that the Trades Hall
Council would allow any man to sit on
the Council who had previollsly worked at
a trade, although he might have been
away from that trade for 30 years. They
also allowed trustees who had never
worked at a trade to sit at the Council.
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who seemed to have acted with malignancy
and oppression towards some of the old
people, he would like to read the instructions which had been sent to police magistrates and clerks of courts, as he did not
wish to do anyone an injustice.
Mr. PEACOCK.-As I promised the
other evening, in the course of the debate on
the address in reply, I have caused copies
~o be prepared of all the instructions
which were issued by the Treasury department in connexion with this matter. 'rhere
are other papers in the Law department
for which I am waiting, but I will supply
all to honorable members as soon as
possible.
Dr. MALONEY.--Can you have them
printed 1
Mr. PEACOCK.·-Certainly, if necessary; but I think when the honorable member sees the papers he will be satisfied.
FREIGHT ON ·WINE.
Mr. BOvVSEH asked the Millister I)f
Rail ways if there was any prospect of
the excessive rail way freight on parcels
of wine being reduced this session ~
He remarked that for a distance of 170
miles in Victoria, the cost of carriage for
quantities of not less than 4 tons of
wine was £1 4s. per ton, while for quantities under 4 tOllS it was £1 8s. lld.
In New South 'Vales the ch~rge for a
like distance was only 16s. 8d.
Mr. TREN'VITH. - This matter the
commissioner tells me - of course honorable members know I have nothing to do
with it-is at present under' careful consideration.
STATE EMPLOYES TRANSFERRED
TO 'rHE COMMONWEALTH SERVICE.
Dr. MALONEY asked the Treasurer
the following questiolls:1. Is it a. fact that the late Treasurer (Sir

Dr. MALONEY asked the Premier if he George Turner) made a statement in this Honse
to th(;l effect that no employe of the State who
had any objection to lay on the table of . was
transferred to the public service of the
the House all the instructions and minutes Commonwealth would suffer any reduction in
sent to the rnagistratcs, clerks of courts, payor otherwise?
2. If so, was that promise intended to inand others who deal with the applicants
for old-age pensions ~ He observed that clude the temporary line repairers' assistants?
Mt'. PEACOCK.-J have looked through
his reason for putting the question was
that ca,ses had been brought under his the debate, and I cannot see that the late
notice in which the spirit of the Act had Treasurer made the statement referred to.
certainly not been carried ont, and in a He spoke with regard' to certain officers.
very larg'e number of cases the desire of who were what is known as "temporary
the House, when passing the Old- age permanent" employes, whose cases were
Pensions Act, had not been given effect to. brought undet' his notice by the honorable
member for Port Melbourne.
Befor~ expressing any opinion upon those
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. NIr. VV ARDE. - What is a "temporary
permanent" employe? That is a curious
expression.
Mr. PEACOCK.--There are certain
persons in different departments who,
although llot permanently employed under
the Public Service Act, have been kept on
from time to time because they have given
complete satisfaction, and they are pretty
generally known as "temporary pcrmanent" men. Sir George Turner made
certain promises with regard to .them, bnt
I cannot find any statement of his with
regard to temporary line repairers'
assistants.
Dr. MALONEY stated that the rea::;on
for the question was, that he wished to
know whether temporary line repairers'
assistants would come within Sir George
Turner's promise. He was certain that
the House did not want anyone to be
inj ured by being transferred to the
Commollwealth service.
PROPOSED VvA'I'ER SERVICE TO
GUILHFORD.
Mr. LAWSON asked the Minister of
'Vater Supply if he would authorize the
immediate construction of the reservoir required in connexion with the proposed
water service to Guildford and Yapeen, in
order to provide employment during the
winter months?
Mr. BURTON.-The answer to the
questioll is as follows : It is impossible to authorize the work until
it is ascertained what balance will remain of the
sum of £lOO,OOO, apportioned to the Coli ban
system, after the Upper Coliban Reservoir has
been provided for.

CONSOLIDATION OF
THE VICTOIUAN STATUTES"
Mr. DUFFY asked the Attorney-General
what steps he was taking to consolidate
the Victorian Statntes?" He said h8 supposed there W,1.S no hope of the Victorian
law being codified-which would be the
proper thing to do; but., failing that, the
consolidation of the statutes at least
should be kept IIp. In 1890 the late
Chief Justice Higin botlmm, with some able
legal assistance, consolidated the laws up
to that date; and it was understood then,
as it was no use commencing the system
. unless it was kept up, that the consolidation should be continued for a period of
ten years.
A period of more than ten
years had elapsed since then, and he
thought the Attorney-General might very
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well see his way to take some steps to
continue the consolidation.. It was true
that Mr. Horwitz had issned a very useful
compilation of the statutes, but it was not
a consolidation, and until there was a consolidation up to date there would be something wanting.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOrT.-In reply
to the honorable member's question, I
desire to say that I have not taken any
steps in connexion with the reconsolidation of the statutes. Jforwitz's Stat~ltes,
which are based upon the lines of ,,"hat
are known as Chitty's Stat~ttes of Practical
Utility, and which have been approved by
the British people for the last 70 years,
bring our statutes up to about September,
In addition to that, a chrono1899.
logical table has been prepared by Mr.
Carlile, the Parliamentary Draftsman,
showing all alterations and amelldment~
in the statutes sub~equently to the COllsolidation of 1890. I would like to point
out to the honorable member that the
cost of the consolidation of 1890 WCH:i
£17,000. "
Mr. DUFFY.-It would be nothing like
that now.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The cost of
printing the last consolidation was something like £13,000 or £14,000, and the
professional costs were over £3,000. I
have not the slightest doubt that professional gentlemen will be pleased to
undertake the work, but in consequence
of the economy that is to be observed in
connexion with public expenditure, I
think the matter might stand over for a
year or two. If, however, the feeling of
the Hons"e is that a llew consolidation
should be undertaken, I shall be only
too happy to ha vc the work put in hand.
Having regard, ho\\'e\'el', to the existence
of H01'1oitz's Stcttutes and the chronological table referred to, it seems to me
that the same neaessity for a consolidation
does not. exist now as existed prior to
1890, for previous to that date there hDd
not been a consolidation for 26 years. I
might mention that a committee of both
Houses recommended that a consolidation of the statutes should take place every
ten years. As a matter of fact, therefore,
a consolidation should have taken place at
the end of last year, but I suppose that
for good reasons the Att.orney-General of
that day saw fit to postpone the matter,
and, so far as my individnal opinion is
concerned, J also think that the matter
may stand over for the present.
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An HONORABIJE ME~IBER.-How mnch
did the lawyers get for the last consolidation 1
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The professional ass:stance in connexion with the
consolidation cost £3,050.
Mr. PBENDERG.A.S'l'..,...-Did the late Chief
Justice Higinbotham get allY of it?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.---Ths late
Chief Justice did not receive one farthing
ill connexion with the work. He was
repaid by an address from this House.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Can vou tell
how much the consolidation hus sa:'ved the
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pensions, and they were allowed to assui:ne that they were eutitled to
pensions.
Fl'om the papers in connexion
with the matter, it appears that this was
so, and that they had some grounds for
assnming that pensions would be granted
to them because they had joined before
the Act was formally .given effect to.
That was the view also which was held by
the persons authorized to carry out the
Act--in other words, the Railways Commissioners-and, as a matter of fact,
several persons were granted pensions
who had joined during this interval of
time. In 1891 the A.ndit Commissioners
pllblic~
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I am afraid queried the payment of these penthat is a q llestion in connexi'on with which siol1s, and then the Railways CommisI am not able to make an accurate estimate sioners took the opinion of the Crown
Solicitor on the subject, ahd the opinion
or calculation.
of the Crown Solicitor was that there was
SANDRINGHAM RAIL VV AY
no legal warrant for these pensions being
STATION.
paid. In 1893 all the officers who had
Mr. BENT asked the Minister of Hail- joined in the interim, and who were not
wuys when the improvements contem- legally entitled to a pension, were inplated at the Sandringham station would formed that they would have to insure
be undertaken ~
their lives. The position now is that
Mr. TREN'VITH.-Arrangements have there are a number of people who did not
been made to put the work in hand in insure their lives, and according to the
about three months.
law are not entitled to a pension. These
persons comprise those Teferred to in this
CLAIMS OF THE "T'YILIGHTERS."
question as the" twilighters."
Mr. SMITH asked the Minister of RailMr. BEN.'l'.-How 'many are there 7
ways whether he wonid, at an early date,
Mr. 'rRENWITH.-I could uot tell you
introduce the necessary remedial legisla- now, but I may say that I am giving the
tion to validate the claims of "the twi- whole matter very careful consideration.
lighters" to pension on retirement from I shall have to ~8k Parliament to pass
the railway service.
.
some legislation on this subject; but at
Mr. TREN'VITH.-As there are some present I am very anxious that honorable
new members in the House, it may be as members should know exactly how .the
well for me to give a somewhat detailed matter stands. The facts a1'e as nearly as
explanation of the position in connexion possible as I have stated t,hem. At
with this matter. In the year 1883 we present the question is so complex, and
passed a law providing that people who involves so many questions of law and of
joined the railway service after that time moral obligation, that I have not been able
should not receive pensions, but that those to make up my mind with regard to it.
who joined pr.evious to that time should
Mr. KIR'l'oN.-Are you likely to make
be entitled to the pensions provided in the up yonr mind shortly ~
Act. Between the passing of that Act
Mr. TREN'YITH.-I have answered
and its coming in to effect by the appoint- the question as fnlly and as fairly as I
ment of a commissioner, a period of can. I have promised that the case of
several months intervened.
People who these people shall receive consideration,
joined after the appointment of the com· and it is not usual for me to break my
missioner were in no doubt as to their posi- promise.
tion, because they knew that they would
PUBLIC SERVICE INCREMENTS.
have to insnre their lives. Persons who
Mr. MACKINNON asked the Premier
joined the serviee, however, between the.
the
following questions :-passing of the Act and its coming .into
1. 'Vhat officers of the General Didsion of
force were not so informed. They were
public service arc entitled to the longnot informed that those who joined under the
service increment under section 9 of the
those conditions would not be entitled to Pul::1ic Service Act 1900 (No. 1721)?
I
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2. Does the provision for this increment
apply to all such officers .or only to those
appointed under the, Public Service Act 1893
(No. 1324)?
3. How many (if any) of such officers will be
entitled to recei ve this increment?

Mr. PEACOCK.-With regard to this
matter I find, on inquiry from the Public
Service Board, that it is necessary to refer
this question to the Attorney-General for
his advice as to the law on the subject.
REGISrfRA'fION OF BRANDS.
Mr. FOSrfER asked the Minister of
Agriculture when he would introduce a
Bill to deal with the registration of
brands.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-A Bill on this
s·ubject has been drafted, and will be
,introduced as early as possible.
FEES UNDER THE LAND Acre.
Mr. McKENZIE asked the Minister of
Lands whether he was prepared to extend
the same treatment to selectors who
strictly complied with the requirements
of the Land Act by applying for renewal
of their leases before the 29th December,
1899, as was now extended to those who
failed to comply with the Act in this
respect, but whose application fees had
been reduced from £ 1 to 5s. ~ He said
that under the Land AC.t of 1898, all persons who held 32nd section holdings were
recommended to apply for a renewal of
their leases, or to select before the 29th
December, 1899. Those who were regular
in their payments, and fulfilled the requirementsof the law, and applied before
the 29th December, were charged. £1 for
the licence-fee. Subsequently, the Minister
of Lands reduced this fee to 5s., and those
who had been negligent in these matters
were only required to pay the sm,tller sum.
He thought that those who had not been
negligent should obtain a refund to the
extent of the'15s. they had overpaid.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The fee of £1 was
collected and paid ill each case in accordance with the regulations then in force
under the Land Acts, and no portion of
the amount specified can legally be refunded, as it has passed into the consolidated revenue.
DISPOSAL OF DEAD TIMBER.
Mr. VALE asked the Minister of Lands
if he would sell the dead timber on Mount
vVarrenheip in small lots ~
,
Mr. DUGGAN.-This area is permanently reserved for timber and recreation
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purposes, and is under the control of a
committee of management. rfhe aommittee has, uuder the authority of the Lands
department, let the agistment of the
reserve for a period of three years, and
has empowered the lessees to remove useless and dead timber under supervision.
POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICERS'
SALARIES.
Lt.·Col. REAY asked the Premier the
following questions1. When will the intentions of Parliament,
as expressed in section 19 of the Public Service
Act 1900 (No. 1721), have practical effect in the
case of the officers of the Post and Telegraph
and Telegraph department of Victoria?
2. Do the provisions of the section apply to
the female assistants in the Telegraph department?
3. Do sorters employ'ed in the Postal department who had been receiving £174 per a.nnum
for three years prior to the passing of the Act
No. 1721 become entitled to the long-service
increments contemplated ill section 9?

Mr. PEACOCK.-I communicated with
the Public Service Board with regard to this
q nestion, and am info~med by the board
that the matter is a very difficult one to
deal with. The section referred to provided that t.he pay of any of the officers in
the departments transferred by us to the
Commonwealth was to be equal to the pay
of officers performing similar work in any
of the other States. The Public Service
Board communicated with the different
States with the object of obtaining this
information, but the information that they
have received has been almost absolutely
useless for their purposes. Nobody can
determine in any individual case as to
:v hether a person. clas~ed, say, as A, serving
111 the State of VICtorIa, and with a certain
grade, and, say, B, who is serving in Tas-'
mania with a similar grading, are performing exactly the same work. I suggested
that the only way ill which we could deal
with the matter would be to send officers
to .the other States for the purpose of
seemg what class of work was being performed by the officers ,\'hose grade is
supposed to be the same as that of officers
in the Victorian departments. I can see
that that course would save time and
wonld lead to an early determination of
the question.
,Lt.-Col.REAY.-Could the State do that~
Mr. PEACOCK. -Any of our officers
could be sent to ascertain this information.
I may point out that as the
provision referred to is made by Act of
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Parliament, the men will receive the
money, although there may be some delCl.y
in the payment owing to the circumstances which I have explained. As to
question No.2, my answer is that this
appears to require the opinion of the law
officers of the Crown. With regard to
question No.3, this question cannot be
answered until the board ha\'e obtained
the .opinion asked for of the AttorneyGeneral as to the construction to be
placed upon section 9.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS
COMMISSION.
Mr. E. D. ",VILLIAMS asked the
Premier what steps he intended to take to
vindicate the charactcr of the factory
girls I:!landered by a ~vitness when giving
evidence before the Factories and Shops
Commission 7 He said that such a fearful
libel was cast upon thousands of industrious and honest workers in our State
that he thought it his duty to ask the
Premier this question, and he hoped that
the Premier would take a firm stand in
getting an apol\lgy from the slanderer.
Mr PRENDERGAsT.-Bring the press in
which the statement occurred before the
House.
Mr. PEACOCK.-As soon as this
matter appeared in the public press I
seut for the Chief Inspector of Factories
and ascertained that he was at that
rl1ome11t busily engaged in preparing a
strongly-worded rr>.emorandnm on the subject. I read what he had prepa~ed, and I
strongly indorsed it, and I took steps to
have it published in the press. I was
glad to notice when I read the report
of the proceedings of the commission in
the press that the other members of the
commission gaye the individual who made
the statement an opportunity of retracting it. The honorable member for Ballarat ·West is to be thanked for having
called attention to the serious character of
the statement. I have eommunieated
with tho chairman of the commission, and
recommended that this person, Mr. Nicholson, may be brought before the commission
and given an opportunity of stating now
what he has already written to the press,
and that is a statement repudiating the
evidence he was reported to have given.
The danger that I saw ill connexion with
this matter was this: The official
records go to all parts of the world,
and if they contained such a slnr as the
person alluded to is reported to have
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passed on a large number of our respectable hard· working citizens, it would do
much harm to the State, and to the unfortunate individuals referred to.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-It is a scandalous
libel.
Mr. MURRAy.-If the man who made
the statement were in America he would
get a new snit of clothes, consisting of tar
and feathers.
Mr. PEACOOK.-Mr. Nicholson called
at my office yesterday, but I happened to
be engaged, for we have almost a continuous stream of callers at the Premier's
department, and I did not know that it
was this particular Mr. Nicholson, or I
would have put aside my other engagements in order to receive him.
The
chairman of the commission told me that·
they are calling upon this person to go
before them to-morrow to deal with this
matter, and I am confident he will see that
an opportunity is afforded to Mr. N ieholson to retract the statement on oath
before the commission, so that two statements will ~ ppear in the official reports
of the evidence-one that the witness
said a certain thing, and another t hat he
withdrew that statement as incorrect.
Mr. IH.VINE.-I would ask the Attorney-General if he has taken into consideration the q Llestion whether steps
lying within the range of his department
should not be takeu in connexion with
this matter7 I do not desire to express
an opinion on the subject at this stage,
but I think it is one which might well be
taken into consideration by the law officers
of the Crown.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The matter will receive attention.
Mr. VVARDE.-Had not the Government
better consult the Chief Seeretary at
home~

COAL MINES REGULATION BILL.
Mr. V ALE (in the absellce of Mr.
DOWNWARD) asked the Minister of Mines
when he would brin·g in a Coal Mines
Regulation Bill 7
Mr. BURTON.-A Coal Mines Regulation Bill has been prepared, and it is
intended to submit it to Parliament at
t.he earliest date possible.
THE EXH[BrrION '!'RUSTEES.
Mr. BENNETT said that he desired to
bring up a matter of privilege affecting the
honour of three mom bel'S of this House,
one of whom was ~ Minister. The matter

The Exhibition Trustees.

[26

JUNE,

was in connexion with statements to the
effect that the trustees of the Exhibitionbuilding had purchased, at great cost, a
quantity of furniture and drink. As one
of the trnstees he would say that if that
statement were true he was not fit to
occupy his place in that House, i.lr, indeed,
any public position. He was now only
speaking for himself.
He felt it was
only right that he should contradict
certain
statements,
and
let
the
blame fall on the shoulders of those.
who were really concerned, whether
it was Mr. Jenkins or anyone else.
The trustees as a body must, of course,
accept a certain responsibility in ease
their chairman had made any mistake.
So far as the spirits and furniture were
concerned, their chairman (Mr. L. L.
Smith) and the late Mr. Anderson, M.L.A.,
were the only trustees who knew anything
!1bout that. 'l'he other trustees knew
nothing about it until'the furniture was
already' in the room. He believed that
the Premier would find that he would
have to settle this matter. Messrs. Tye
alld Co. h~d no transactions with the
trustees in connexion with it; they would
have to look to Mr. Jenkins or to Mr.
Gibbs for the money.
The SPEAKER..-T am sorry to interrupt the honorable member, but I would
point out to him that this is a matter
which does not concern the honoraule
member as a Member of Parliament. rrhe
question he has brought before the House
appears to l'ela te w holly to the trust,
. which is a body outside of this House.
H the honorable member desires to make
a statement, I think the better plan for
him to adopt would be to move the
adjournment of the House. If a staten.1ent were made by the honorable
member on a subject of this kind in the
way in which he proposes, it w~'lUld, I am
afraid, be setting up a very bad precedent.
The honorable member kllows that there
are other members of the trust who are
not Members of Parliament, and are,
therefore, not in a positio!1 to explain the
matter in the same way as the honorable
member contemplates.
I would prefer
that the honorable member should move
the adjournment.
Mr. BENT observed that it required
twelve members to rise in their p'laces tG)
supportthemotionfortheadjournment, and
there had been no opportunity of anang.ing for this to be done. He thought that
when four members of the House were
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concerned, including the Attorney-General,
some concession might be made to them
for the purpose of enabling the desired
explanation to be made. The trustees
were charged with robbing the country
of £600, alld it; was to be remembered
that four of those who were under this
stigma were Members of Parliament. If
he (Mr. Bent) were guilty of what had
been stated in the Age and the Argus he
would not hold his seat for another day.
The SPEAKER.-If the adjournment
of the House is proposed, I do not think
any difficulty will be experienced ill getting
twelve members to rise in support.
Mr. BENNETT remarked that he would
accept the Speaker's ad vice and move the
adjournment of the House.
'fwel ve mem bel'S haviug risen in their
places (Ui'\ required by the standiug order)
to snpport the motion,
Mr. BENNETT said that with the exception of Dr. L. L. Smith, the chairman of
the Exhibition trustees, and the late Mr.
John Auderllon, who was also a member
of that trnst, the trustees knew nothing
whatever about any furniture and
liquors having been ordered. It was only
when the goods were in the Exhibitionbuilding that the trustees knew anything about them. It was then reported to the trllstees by the chairman
that he and the late Mr. Anderson had
seen Mr. G. H . .Jenkins, Clerk of the
Federal House of Representatives, in
reference to the use of two rooms at the
Exhibition-building for the reception of
their Royal Highnesses the Dnke and
Duchess of Cornwall and York. It was
explained that Mr. Jenkins thought that
these rooms would probably be wanted 011
the day on which the opening ceremony
of the Commonwealth Parliament took
place in the Exhibition-building, or on some
other day, connected with the festivities.
The chairman further reported that during
the interview with Mr. Jenkins the
latter had remarked, "You ha.ve had a lot
of experience in such matters as tllis, and
whatever you do it will be all right."
The chairman then interviewed Mr.
Gibbs, who was' employed by those connected with the celebrations, and was
receiving £15 a week. The chairman told
Mr. Gibbs what Mr. Jenkins had said,
and intimated to him that authority bad
been given to obtain furniture for the
rooms. It was even suggested from
whom Mr. Gibbs was to get the furniture,
but that officer said that he knew his
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busineRs, and would arrllnge for the necessary chairs and tables. The chairman
of the trustees had been' charged
with having ordered spiri~s and wine
from various tradesmen, bnt he gave
them a written order on behalf of
Mr. Jenkins, and they were delivered. On
some of the trustees going to theii' rooms
on, the night of the State concert, they
were refused admittance to them by a man
who said that he had been employed by
Mr. Gibbs. He (Mr. Bennett) had himself been refnsed admittance into the
1'oo[o.s. The chairman of the trnstees informed the man at the door who he was,
amI he was allowed then to miter the
rooms. 'Vhen the chairman did so he found
several strangers in the room and waiters
serving out drinks. Those waiters, it
wonld he found on inq niry, had also been
employed by Mr. Gibbs. Seeing that the
trustees had been refused admittance to
the room, and that everything was under
the control of Mr. Gibbs, it was difficult
to understand how the trustees could. be
held. responsible for this matter. He
would not deny for a minute that he had
not been in the room on two or three
occasions, and so probablY.had other honorable members.
HONORABLE MElIIBERS.-N o.
).[1'. BENNETT said he could say at
any rate that the Prime Minister had been
in the rooms, and had his drink and
smoked his cigar, and so also had several
other dist.inguished gentlemen. As to the
furniture, the Prime Minister would find
. that he would not get out of his responsibility for it by the use of any" bluff."
The Commonwealth Government wouI'd
have to pay for it. Messrs. Tye Bros.,
who supplied the furniture, had admitted
that they did no~ know the trustees
of the Exhibition-building in COllnexion with khe matter. The furniture was
on hire, and if it had not been taken away
from the building, then Mr. Jenkins was
answerable for that, and not the trustees.
At the first meeting of the trustees after
the festivities were held in the building
in connexion with the Commonwealth
celebrations, a letter was' ordered to be
sent to Mr. Jenkins asking him to remove
the furniture, and the t.rustees had the
cigars and spirits placed in the cellar for
safe keeping. It had been reported that
a large q llantity of spirits had been
ordered. He was not going to defend the
chairman of the trustees, because the
large quantity had been ordered, but he
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wished to point out that it had not been
consumed or wasted in the manner that
had been indicated in tho comments whioh
h.ad appeared in the press relative to the
matter. Out of nine cases of champagne
seven were still in the cellar of the trustees.
Out of twelve cases of wine none of them
had been opened, and they were also in the
cellar. There was one case of gin, but that
was intact. Of the two cases of whisky
one had been opened, and there were two
or three bottles in the cupboard. The
sherry and brandy orde1',ed had never been
touched. A great deal had been said with
regard to the consumption of cigars, but
out of the nine boxes, received there were
still five left, and they could be returned.
He had merely gone through the list to
show that there had not been that guzzling and drinking that had been represented. As far as Messrs. Tye Bros. were
concerned, he was sorry that they
were not going to make the Commonwealth pay for the furniture' which
had been ordered through somebody's
blunder. I t was not due to any blunder
on the part of the trustees. He understood that Messrs. Tye Bros'. were willing
to take the furniture back, merely charging hire for its use. There was no getting
away from the fact that a bungle had been
committed. He knew Mr. Jenkins was an
honorable man, but he would rather take
the late Mr. John Anderson's word than
that of Mr. Jenkins. Moreover, if the
correspondence was looked into, Mr.
Barton would see that the trustees were
not to blame in any way, though the
chairman of that body was perhaps rather
extravagant in ordering such a large
quantity @f spirits and wines. As far as
the furniture was concerned, the chairman
of the trustees and the late Mr. J.
Anderson understood in good faith from
Mr. Jenkins that the room was to be
properly furnished. The Attorney-General, '
who was a trustee, had a right to take his
share of the blame, although he was not
at the meetings.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said that as
his name had been mentioned he 'desired
to say that he did not give any order for
the purchase of any furniture, wine, or
spirits.
Dr. MALONEY.-You did 110tattend that
meeting .•
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he did not.
Dr. MALONEY.-You are legally re-.
sponBible nevertheless.
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the qnes- "Dook" and the" Dookess." Had it not
tial1 of legal responsibility was Hot a been for the fact that the "Dookess ':'
matter that he wonId now discuss, but was' coming to the building the trustees
on that point he thought he. knew would· not have given Mr. Jenkins the
sufficient to take care of himself. So fa.r rooms. The late Mr. John Anderson,
as the purchase of fUl'lliture and spirits who everyb,ody knew was a genial, goodwas concerned, he was not a party to the hearted man, had taken a verbal message
from Mr. Jenkins that the Cummonwcalth
purchase of the articles.
Dr. MAJ~ONEY. - Don't blame the authorities 'were anxious to have these
rooms for the "Dookess."
others.
Mr. PEACOCK eaid he thought thi::; was
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he was not
really too bad, and unworthy of the dignity
blaming the other trnstees.
Mr. BENT observed that he had ,rery of the Chamber. The honorable mernuee
little to do with this matter. He was a for Hichmolld (Mr. Bennett) was one of the,
trustee of the Exhibition-building, but fairest members in the House, and he rewas Uluch in the same position as the gretted that the hono1':1.010 member had
Attorney - General. If there was allY decided to take the st ~p he did. But he
blame in t.he matter, it was to be placed (Mr. Peacock) was rci.:).y astonished at tho)
at the door of the Government for having honorable member fur Brighton refer' ii, ;
handed over ,the arrangements in con .. to our recent Royal visitors in tIll;) Wily
nexion with these festivities to the in which he had done.
Tho SPEAKER.- h::lpo the honorable·
Celebrations Committee, which was an
irresponsible body, and which he un· member for Brighton will not persist
derstood had squandered £100,000 in in giving expression to what must be
orgies. There was so much champagne regarded, both in the Honse and
flowing at the State concert on the outside, as an offensive expression
evening of the day that the Common- regarding the distinguished visitorg who
wealth Parliament was opeued, that the were here recently. I hope the honorable
drawing of the corks of bottles deafened member will not persist in this course, and
the music.
Mr. Jenkins was trying I may remind him that the time for ter'to back out of his responsibility, and minating his speech is fast approaching.
Mr. PEACOCK stated when the House'
place the trouble on the shoulders of
the genial Dr. L. L. Smith, who was . allowed the honorable member for R.ichchairman of the Exhibition trustees. mond (Mr. Bennett) to move the motion
Honorable members knew that Dr. for the adjourment it was to permit him
L. L. Smith and Mr. G. Jenkins had to explain the position of the Exhibitionbeen friends for years. In fact, when building trustees.
He (Mr. Peacock)
they met the doctor said-" George, thought the honorable member for Brighold boy, put it there," and the other tall, who ,vas one of the oldest members of
said-" Doc., old ma,n, how a,re you?" the House, wOLlld see that the House had
The rooms which were furnished were readily consented to the formal motion of
in charge of one of Mr. Jenkins' adjournment so that honorable members
satellites, a Mr. Gibbs, who, instead of who were trustees of the Exhibition-builddrawing £15 a week, as had been ing might be able to explain anything they
stated, was in receipt of £18 a week had to sa.y in reference to this matter.
for looking after the interest of Mr. But he was sure the honorable member for
Jenldns. W'hen he (Mr. Bent) was at the Brighton, who had had more experience of
Exhibition - building, there were sume parliamentary life than he had had, would
eight or nine representatives of the press agree with him in saying that in the conwaiting for Mr. Gibbs, and he :was told duct! of their business honorable members
that thev waited for two hours. The ought to set an example to the people out~
newspapeurs should not have fonnd fault side.
with gentlemen who were no party to the
Dr. MALONEy.-How about starvino'
'=>
extravagance complained of. 'When he men outside?
knew that there were working men in his
Mr. PEACOCK said he thought as
constituency struggling for a living he much about those starving men outside as
would be no party to any extravagant the honorable member for Melbourne
expenditure. Mr. Jenkins had said that "Vest. His private life and his private
the Commonwealth would want the books would show that. He was not gOillg
trustees' rooms for the reception of the to be bounced by the honorable member,
I
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01' lJy any other honorahle memoc1'.
He
had ample proof of having shown full
practical sympathy with starving people.
Mr. BRowN.--Another expulsion of a
member might do some good.
Mr. MUHRAY~-Let us lu~ve an example
of good temper.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was trying to
set such an example.- He was about to
say, when the honorable member for Melbourne Vi est interrupted him, that he
thought, from his past experience of the
honorabJe mer:~ber for Brighton, whom he
had known all his life, that when the honable member calmly looked over this
matter he would regret the expressions
he had made use of in regard to our recent
distinguished visitors. -'The expressions
that had been llsed were qui te un worthy
of the hOllorable member. It was all very
well for honomble members to make jokes
outside the chamber, but he felt sure that
the honorable member for Brighton, who
was an ex-Minister, and had also filled the
high position of Speaker, would recognise
that it was not in accordallce with the dignityof the House tvmake use of the expressions which he had given utterance to.
He hoped the honorable member would
withdraw \Yh~tt he h:H1 said, and m:tke his
explanation in the manner adopted by the
Attorney·Generc,l. He wn.s certaiu the
House and the people outside would be
pleased to hear any explanation the 'trustees of the Exhibition-building have to
make.
Mr. BENT remarked that he had no
intention of referring in nnfitting terms
to the recent Royal visitors. Just before
coming into the House he had heard the
term "Dook and Dookess" used.
He
. had no intention whatever to cast any reflection or ridicule on Their Royal Highnesses, and he was sorry if, through a lapse,
he had offended in that respect. But he
wished to point out to honorable memb~rs
that more than twenty people had met him
at Brighton that morning and had said to
him-" What do you mean by squandering
the money in the way you have been doing
as trnstees of the Exhibition - building."
He wished to say publicly that he had
been no party to any such extravagance,
It was a mistake to snppose that the chairman of the trustees had bnng18d. All
that his friend Dr. L. L. Smith had done
was to take an order from Mr. J enkms.
and to deli vel' that order. Some of the
trustees did go into the room, and had
tnrned out strangers and waiters who were

drinking there. 'Vhy should they, therefore, take all the blame for extravn.grtnt
expenditure when they had tried as far as
possible to prevent it ~ In fact, they had
nothing whatever to do with it. rrhe only
fault that could be foulHl with the o:;;til"
mall of trustees was that he had waitcJ
Oil the Prime Miuister. The chairman
had not ordered the furniture, but 111'.
Gibbs, as it was thought that Her H,oyal
Highness the Duchess would not only
visit the aquarium, but would be present at the Exhibition-building on
several othel' occasions, and that these
rooms should be reserved for her use.
The trustees had taken no action whatever with regard to this matter, and
why should they be pilloried by the Ar.qus
and the Age when there was no responsibility ~l' blame attaching to them't The
Premier had said that he (Mr. Bent) had
been a Minister of the Oro 'fI' n, and had
also filled the office of Speaker. That was
t.rue; but '-he had to add that he had
always been an honest man, and no Ol1e
could say that he had used any of his
public positions for his own adVl:l.lltage.
There had been no occasion for the Prime
Min"ister to talk to the chairman of the
tl'llstecs in the way he had done ill the
presellce of the newspaper repl'esentati ves.
1£ that honorable gentleman did not know
of the friendship that existed between the
chairman and Mr. Jenkins he should have
been told of it, and he should have also
been informed by those· who were responsible for the bungle and for the alleged
extravagance that the trustees of the
Exhibition-building had nothing whatever
to do with it. One of the Messrs. Tye
Brothers had seen the trustees that day,
and had informed them that the firm did
not look to them for payment of the
furniture. At the interview between the
Prime Minister and the chairman of the
Exhibition-building trllstees the previous
day, the former read a list showing how
much the spirits and cigars had cost, It
had been represented that £110 wort.h of
lilluor had been consumed during the festivities. All he could say was that the
trustees had not consumed £1 worth, and
as far as he hil.:11self was concerned he had
llOt receive(l 58. worth of refreshments
from either the Commonwealth Government or the State Government. \Vith
regard to tho consumption of the liquor
and spirits, he must say that of the £115
worth obtained there was now £82 worth
in the cellar that the trustees had not
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touched and did not iutend touching.
They had asked those \\' bo had S\l pplied
the liq nor and cigars to take back tho
quantity in hand at cost price, and he
under~tood that this had been agreed to.
Regarding the furniture, he believed that
Messrs. 'rye Brothers would also take
it back. '1'he furniture was used by
the Common weal th officials on several
occasions, but never by the trustees of the Exhibition-building.
Ho
could only say ill conclusion that, like
the honorable memLer for Richmond
(Mr. Bennett), he had not. been a party in
the slightest degreo to the expenditure
for which the A.qe and AT,rj'US had blamed
the trustees. Mr. J onkins had traded
upon his friendship with the chairman of
the trustees, and then had tried to get
him into the position of having to bear
::1.11 the responsibility of this unpleasant
matter. rrhe Government and the people
of this country were too much in the
;1ands of officialdom, and he (Mr. Bent)
hurled back with defiance tho statement that he had been a party to any
extravagance. The trustees had looked
after the Exhibition-building without
making any charge whatever for their
s(~l'vice8.
The building had been kept in
a good condition. It was in a fitle state
()j repair, and was ready for use practic3,lly a't; a moment's notice. There was,
therefore, 110 necessity for t.he PrEmier to
carp at the trustees. If the Premier had
been charged as the trustees had been
clnrged with wasteful expenditure, he
would have been q nite as warm as
thoy had been in repudiating the charge.
Be:~ol'e publishing the matter, the newspapers, if they had wauted to act fairly,
should have sought an explanation from
the trustees so that the latter might
have had a fail' field. He was 30rry that
he should have been thought to have
referred ill any disl-espectful, terms to
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall and York, because
he had, from his boyhood np, always
shown his feelings of loyalty to the
Hoyal Family. Had tho Prime Minister
of the Commoll wealth looked into the
matter, or had he asked the trustees of the
Exhibit.ion-building for an explanation,
t.hat honorable gentleman 'would not have
acted in the unfair way he did towards
them. If he (Mr. Bent) were to tell the
public all tho Prime Minister was doing,
the country would no doubt have something to say about it. In conclusion, he
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wished to say that none of the trustees of the
Exhibition-building had been guilty of auy
wasteful ext.ravagance, and tha.t the liqnor
and cigars which had beon consumed, and
consumed by some individu~ls who h~d no
right to be in the rooms, would not run
into a sum of £30.
Mr. GILLIES remarked that he was
sure his honorable friend the honorable
member for Brighton mLlst now regret
having worked himself int.o a state of
excitement which was quite unnecessary
oyer a matter of t.his kind. A little quiet
inquiry would have settled the matter in
a few minutes.
Ml'. BEN1'.-Then why was all the noise
made in the newspapers ~
Mr. GILLIES said that the name of the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth had
been dragged. into this matter very improperly. He would appeal to honorable
members to refrain from alluding to that
honorable gentleman.
Mr. MURRAY.-vVho dragged it in? It
was the press that did it.
Mr. GILLIES said honorable members
onght to see that the name of the
Prime Minister was not impOlted int.o
the debate in the way it had been.
It was not becoming that the Prime
Minister should be referred to under
such circumstances.
It was a gross
insult to the whole of the Common-,
wealth.
Mr. PHENDERGAs'f.-Did not the Prime
Minister insult a Victorian citizen yesterday 1
Mr. GILLIES said that he had expected when the name of the Prime
Minister was used in the way it had been
the Speaker would have intervened. Did
the House consider that the honorable
member who had spoken had done the
right thing in dragging the name of the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth into
this debate ~
Mr. BEN'l'.-It ought to have been
dragged in worse.
Mr. GILLIES said that honorable
members were not the judges of the
Prime Minister. How dare they think of
being his judges? 'What would be said
if the name of the leadel' of this Honse
had been dragged in in the course of a
bitter discnssion in the Commonwealth
Parliament? 'Vhy, honorable 1ll0U1 bel'S
would not have tolerated it, and it was
not creditable that they shf)Uld drag in
the name of the Prime Minister into what
was, after all, a little misera.ble discussion.
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Mr. BEN'l'. -0 h, ,is i t ~
Mr. GILLIES said the subject had no
right to be discussed in the House at all,
and he protested against. a debate of this
kind going' on, and an attempt being
made by any party to try and create bad
blood between the State Parliament and
the Commonwealth of Australia.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Toorak has expressed the opinion
that I should have interposed and haye
stopped all references being made to the
Prime Minister. But I wish to explain
that I have no power, as the honorable
member knows, to interpose under such
circumstances. I had no power to stop
the honorable member for Brighton making the remarks he did, although I regret,
as much as the honorable member for
Toorak does, the references' 'made to t.he
Prime Minister-a gentleman with whom
I have been on the most friendly terms
notwithstanding what has appeared in the
press. The honorable member for TOOl'ak
must know that as Speaker I am powerless
to stop honorable members mal{ing remarks even in reference to the Judges 01
the Supreme Court.
Mr. GILLIES.-No; that has been settled
in this Honse.
The SPEAKER.-It has been done in
this House, but it requires a motion to be
submitted. I have no power on my own
initiative .to stop honorable members
making such references. I regret that
the honorable member for Toorak did not
interpose earlier in the discussion, and
perhaps, had he done so, we would have
got on better.
Mr. STAUGHTON ouserved that he
could easily understand the feelings of
the honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Bennett) and those of the honorable
member for Brighton in this matter. But
it was very derogatory to the House to
discuss a petty little question like this.
Such little pettifogging things should
not be brought before the House. The
celebrations in connexion with the recent
Royal visit were, undoubtedly, a great
undertaking, and there was sure to have
been some liU·le shortages in management. That was only to be expected
when matters were done on a scale of
such magnitude. But the House should
not act like the man whOl, after receiving
his cheque, spent it at the public-house,
and then regretted it. It was not to be
expected that in festivities incurring such
a large exp~ndittlre the Government
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would get a q'llid PTO q'lW for every
penny it was called upon to spend.
He was sorry that this had taken place.
He looked npoll the Premier as a man who
would guard the interests of the State,
and would see that neither contractors
1101' anyone else would rob it.
Sir JOHN McIN'fYH.E stated that the
unfortunate occurrence had arisen from
the fact that such extreme puLlicity was
given to the matter between Mr. Barton
and Mr. Smith yesterday. It showed the
effect of the desire of the press to know
everything. ':rhere was no necessity for
the publication at all of the interview
between Mr. Barton and Mr. Smith, and
the matter could have been settle4 hy the
Prime Minister and the trustees of the
Exhibition privately.
Had he been a
member of the Exhibition r:rrust, he
would certainly have endeavoured to
bring the matter before the House. Every
member of the House must have felt., on
reading the accounts in the papers, that
the trustees of the Exhibition were, to a
certain extent, reflected upon. It all
arose from the extraordinary' desire
on the paru of the press to lmow
everything' that was going on, and this
peculiarity on the part of the press was
unfortunately encouraged by members of
the House. I t was a fault on the part of
honorable members to be continually
referring to something or another in the
papers. The press was no doubt an
admirable institution in some respects,
but the great object of the proprietors of
newspapers was to make as much money
out of them as they could. He regretted
the occurrence very much.
Mr. MUH.RAY remarked that the
honorable member for l.'oorak had, ,,,ith
his usual snperior air, read the member
for Brighton a severe .lecture, which he did
not think the honorable member for
Brighton would take very much to heart ..
Mr. BEN'r.-N ot the slightest.
Mr. MURRAY s~id that the honorable
member for Toorak talked almost with
bated breath, and as he sat down he
(Mr. Murray) thought that. the honorable member would take a fit of apoplexy and. choke. The honorable member complained -t.hat the name of the
Prime Minister should be brought into a
discussion in this House, but who was
responsible for this but the Prime Minister
himself ~ Did the Prime Minister behave
as any business man would who desired
to get at the bottom of a transaction?
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'Vol.1ld a merchant in such circumstances
invito the press into his office to be
presellt with an individual with whom he
was trying to settle a difference? If the
merchant did snch a thing it would be
very likely to preclude any satisfactory
settlement of t.he difficulty at all. But
what had heated honorable members, and
properly so, had been the faot that the
press had devoted columns to this trifling
subject, and simply for the purpose of
holding members of the Honse up to
ridicule. Did not an individual, no mat.ter
how high or prominent tho position he
held, pander to the press' when he
invited its representati\'es to attelld interviews that ought to be held in private,
when. ho gave thom the key as to what
they were to report, and threatened to
have his "chuckel' ont" called in to
chuck ignominiously from his august
presence a gentleman who was once an
€steemed mcrnbor of this Honse. On the
Prime Minister's shoulders the whole
scandal and ridicule should rest, becanse he was responsible for it, after all.
.Mr. SHIELS remarked that he would
not have risetl to take part in that event
had not it been that the honorable member for vVarl'l1am bool had referred to the
honorable member for TOOl'ak. He did
feel that honorable members had afforded
an example of the violation of the very
homely and very worthy maxim, "not to
put our spoon in other people's mustard."
Members were not there to sit in judgment on the Pritne Minister. Thero
wO\lld be points enough of difference and
conflict between
the Commonwealth
and tho State Parliament without introd ucing petty concerns of that kiud,
utterly unwoJ'thy of [t deliberative assembly.
ffhe motion for the adjournment of the
Honse was negatived.
HECLASSIFICATION OF SHIRES.
Mr.BHOWN said that he hacl noticed that
in the Lieutenant-Govel'llor's speech a
pro111ise was made to introduce a Bill for
the reclassification of shires. Several
shires in his district were suffering;
they expected to receive some of the
£10,000 that the late Treasurer promised,
and they hoped that some of the second
instalment would be made available SOOlI. .
Mr. PEACOCK said he would bring the
matter ·underthe notice of the Cabinet.
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'1'0 THE SECRE'l'ARY OF S'1'A'l'E
FOR THE COLONIES.
Mr. IRVINE said he would like to ask
the Premier a question with regard to the
c~blegram which the honorable gentleman
said yesterday he had sent to the Secretaryof State, as he (Mr. Irvine) understood the cablegram was sent, not under
any cover of secrecy, although the reply
was strictly secret and confidential.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Both were strictly
secret and confidential.
Mr. IRVINE said that the Premier had
given the gist of the fonnel' cablegram.
The honorable gentleman stated that he
desired to seek information or ad vice of
the Secretary of State as to whether an
Act of administration of his Government
would be adopted by the Imperial Government as an Act of State. He thought
the House was entitled to see that cablegram, of which the substance had already
been given. His reason for asking for it
was that he was not at all satisfied with the
suggested reason of the action, and he
would like to see the exact terms of the'
message.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that the
honorable member for Carlton had given
notice of motion in this matter. So far '"
as the Government were concerned, they
had not the slightest objection to grant
the request of the leader of the Opposition, but His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor had stated that the message was
secret and confidential, and unless he
could get His Excellency'S consent he
conld. Hot oblige the honorable member.
Mr. BROWN.-Is it not better to let
tho thing drop? .
Mr. PEACOCK said he could not
break the bond, and he was sorry that he
was being asked to, bec!1use there was
nothing much ill the matter.
Mr. SANGS'l'ER.-Nothing much to you.
Mr. PEACOCK said it was strange
that some honorable members seemed to
assume that there was something very
deep in the matter.
Mr. WARDE.-Judging by your own
mysterious air last night, there is something.
Mr. I)EACOCK said there wal! nothing
mysterious about the matter.
He had
tried to convey to the House as fairly as
he could the gist of the cablegram, and
he conld not disclose the whole contents
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without the consent of the LieutenantGovernor and the Secretary of State. If
those gent leman had no objection, he had
not the slightest objection.
MI'. IRVINE.-vVill you ask whether
there is an 0bjection ~
:Mr. PEACOCK said he would do so.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE'
LIEUTENANT-GOVEHNOR'S
SPEECH.
FOUR'l'H NIGH'r'S DEBATE.

The debate (adjourned from Thursday,
June 20) was resumed on Mr. VV. H.
'\rVilIiams' motion for the adoption of
an address in reply to the Lieutenant·
Governor's speech.
Mr. O'NEILL.-In resuming the debate
on the address in reply, as my remarks
last Thursday were interrupted by the
an'i ral of the sad news of the death of a
very old and respected ~llember of this
Honse, 1\11'. J olm Anderson, I desire to
indorse the sentiments which were expressed by honorable members on that
occasion, and to add my condolences to
theirs. Continuing my remarks' on the
.matter with which I was dealing, I mnst
express my regret that the Government
have not embodied in their programme
an item, as important, if not much more
• important than some of the items which
they have outlined in the LieutcnantGovernor's speech-:-I refer to the future
management of our railways. I have
. been prompted to continue my remarks 011
that subject owing to the numerous
questions which were asked this evening
of the Minister of Railways, and which in
the opinion of some of us at any rate were
not answered in a very satisfactory
manner. The mode of answering those
questions indeed only corroborates the remark which I made on the last occasionthat in many cases the Minister of Rail·
ways-I do not blame him, but the existing law-shields himself, as far as responsibility is concerned, behind the
commissioner; and the usual stereotyped
reply to an honorable member who asks
any qnestion with regard to the Hailway
department is that the Minister will consult the commissioner. Now, I think the
present is an opportune time, as the engagement of Mr. Mathieson, the late commissioner has expired, for the Governmellt
to deal with this matter. In my opinion
. the Government shollid delay no longer
disclosing to this House w hat action they
intewl to take with regard to alteriug or
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modifying the Hail ways Act with respect
to the very drastic powers which have
been handed over ,by Parliament to the
Commissioner of
Railways.
'While
it may be admitted to some extent
that "parliamentary control may be
.bad for
the community
or
for
the individual, at all events Parliament is
responsible to the community and to the
individual; and if a Member of Pm'liament does any injustice to any individual
or to the community, he has to answer for
that wrong· doing, whereas the Commissioner of Railways, being sheltered behind
the authority of an Act of Parliament for
a certain period of service, can defy even
the will of Parliament. That was done
not very long ago, when this House unanimously decided that underpaid mil way
men should receive what they were justly
entitled to, according to the wages of
other men, by getting an increase of 6d.
per day. vVhat did we find ~ 'rhe commissioner refused to accede to the unanimOllS wish of this House in that justifiable
demand. It is necessary ill my opinion
to provide some remedial measure to
meet cases of that kind, and it is high
time that t he Government took the
matter up. '\rVith regard to ·working the
rail ways on commercial principles, I must
say that I do not think it is necessary
that the Commissioner of Railways should
be a man who understands the technicalities of a mil way engine. l'he commissioner should be a man who has a thorough
know ledge and training as to the commercial
working and financial results of the railways, while the other departmental
officers, such as the Engineel'-inChief,
call be made responsible for carrying out
the technical details of the ddpartment.
'Ve have had altogether too mnch put
upon the Commissioner of Railways. 'Ve
find that besides carrying out his functions
with regard to commercial management
he has to attend to a whole host of official
dnties. He has to hear appeals and complaints, and look after a great number. of
details, which must necessarily divert
his attention from the most important
portion of his work. Certainly, froril the
point of view of carrying out the railways
on commercial principles, there has been
a great deal to be desired in the management. No doubt recently there has llot
been so much competition with the railways as thc.:re was t\\'o or three years flgo.
Speaking', howc\'cr, from my own kllO\\,ledge alld oLsen'ation, I havc knO\Yll of
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teams competing with the railways carrying goods from Melbourne to Bendigo for
35s. per ton, while the charge for the
same class of merchandise on the
railways is £2 per ton, ~ntailing an
additional charge of 2s. per ton on the
storekeeper for the cartage of the goods
from.the railway to hiE! store. Now, ifthe
rail ways w'ere under bURiness management, would any commercial man allow
such competition 1 Would he not at
once reduce the rates so as to be equal to,
if not below, those of the competing
carriers 1 By the rail way rates which
have been in existence we have not only
been losing revenue, but there has al:5o
been the disadvantage caused to the
various mnnicipalities by the increased
traffic on the roads causing additional
wear and teal'.
For instance, on the
main road between here and Bendigoand the same remark applies to other
parts of the State-the municipalities
have been put to a great deal of expense
throngh the wear and tear of the roads
by the carrier traffic competing with the
rail way::!; and this, of course, entails additional taxation on the ratepayer. Therefore, by OLlr existillg railway management
we are losing in both ways. Then, il~
the live stock rates there are a great
many anomalies. On the carriage of ~tore
cattlt;) and sheep no doubt there is the
reasonable concession of 2fj per cent.
being charged less than the rates
for fat stock. But how does that
apply ~ It is not a concession that is
granted because they are store stock,
but merely, it might be said, on
geographical grounds. A man sellding
store stock from Swan Hill or vVJcheproof
all the way down to Bendigo is charged
at the higher rate. If the stoek were
sent direct to the Melbourne or Bendigo
market for sale I could understand. the
R:=I:ilway department charging that rate,
because fat stock might be rung in as store
stock. Bnt when stock are sent along the
railways from one district to another
merely forpast.ure, it is certainly unfair that
the higher rate should be charged. For
instance, I know a case in which a farmer
whose land was deuuded of grass
endeavoured to arrange with the Rail way
department to convey stock to Ravenswood for the purpose of pasturing them,
but he was told-although the stock were
only being removed from one propert.y to
another--I hat he would hElve to pay tho
full rate. ~rhe consequence was that he
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decided to travel the 2,000 or 3,000 sheep
which he had intended to send by rail, and
this of course ca,used a loss to the Railway
department. Take again the case of a
farmer who may buy sheep at Bendigo,
and wishes to take them to his farm;
he has to pay the full rate-or rather
he does not receive the 25 per cent.
concession-if he takes them to Sunbury
or anywhere else. It is manifestly unfatt'·
to ttharge the high rate in such C!Lses, and
it would not be done if the railways were·
carried on on business principles. If a
man is sending sheep from vVycheproof
to Echuca he has to pay the fat rate toBendigo, and then he gets a concession
of 25 per cent. for the rest of the distance
to Echuca. I certainly cannot understand the principle on which these rates
are charged. When matters are carried
out in this wav it seems to me that it is
necessary that" somo amendment should
be made in the Railways Act for the purpose of improving the management.
Anot.her cause of dissatisfaction is delay. For inst.ance, in the case of stock
disconsigned from the Gippsland
trict to Bendigo, I have known instances where cattle consigned from
Stratford are blocked seven hours on the:
road beyond the ordinary period of travelling-three hours first at some'intermediate station between Maffra and Melbourne, and another three 01' four hours
at Spencer-street. These delays not ouly
involve loss of time, but, in my opinion,
depreciation in the appearance and the·
value of the cattle; and frequently loss.
is also sustained by some of the cattle
lying down and being 1rampled on. Then
with regard to the want of sufficient trucks, I
have received a
letter which states that a deputation
intends to iuterview the Minister with regard to the ::;hortage of trucks, better
facilities for handling grain at the ship's
The letter
side, and other matters.
says :-.
At a representative meeting of . the grain
trade held on Tuesday last, 18th inst., a resolution was unanimom,ly carried to the effect
" that it was desirable to hold a conference of
those interested, with a, view to subsequently
waiting on the Miuister for Railways by deputation to bring the disahilities referred to under
his notice." . . . Should you be unable to
attend, will you kindly wire or write if you
are in sympathy with the object of the meeting;
hut we look for your attendance, as your presence will be worth a dozen letters.

N ow, I call very easily anticipate what the
reply will ~c wheu that depntntion waits
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upon the Minister for Rail ways. It
\vill simply be the usual reply.
The
hlattel' is outside of my functions; yon
h1USt see tho
commissioner.
In my
opinion there should not be any
necessity for illterviewing the commis·
Bioner when the Minister himself must be
aware of the necessity for having suffirient trucks. I shall not weary the House
any longer with regard to railway matters
\,)n the present occasion, but I hope to
have another opportunity of returning to
the subject again. Notwithstanding the
leugthy programme which the Ministry
have submitted to the House in the
I..lieutellant-Governol"s speeoh, I regret to
\.lotiee they have omitted some very important items, which I consider should
find a place in that speech~ I think the
time has come when the Gm'ernment
should undertake the amendment of the
Licensed Vi.ctuallers Act. 'Ye know the
enorm011S amount of money which the
Government and the oountry have to pay
for compensation in connexion with the
·klCal option provisions of the Act. ·While
I agree thoroughly with the principle, I
consider that what is desired could be
'bl'ought about at much less expense to the
eountry by providing for the voluntary
giving up of hotels by licensed victnallers
who desire to close their premises. At
the present time we find in some cases a
combination of hotel-keepers and teetotallers to bring about the closing of certain
'houses by local option. One party-the
teetotallers are actuated, of .course, by
n desire to decrease the liquor traffic;
while the other party - the hotelkeepers - a1;e frequently impelled by
the fact that certain hotels are not paying-that they are merely paying the
brewer, and sometimes not even him. The
result of this cOll:l.binatioll is to obtain a
high compensation for the closing of
hotels which might be closed under the
system I suggesti at very much less expense, if the licensed victuallers were
allowed to voluntarily submit offers to the
Government for the purchase and closing
of their prenlises. This would also do
away with a large amount of the legal
expenses that are now incurred ill
eonnexion with nrbitration and valuation
of premises that are closed
nnder local option. Another desirable
provision would be one to give permits to
transfer the licence of a hotd to another
house in the same locality 01' 11llUlicipality. In consequence of the migratory
.Mr. O'Neill.
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habits of certain classes of the people,
such a!;! miners, we find that now in one
part of a district there may be a hotel
with very few people ill the neighbourhood, ,vhile only a mile or two' away
there may be 3,000 or 4,000 people
without anv hotel. This is seen on
gold· fields like Pilfield; Mount 'V"illiam,
Fosterville, and other places, where
they have a large populatiQn and
only shanties. It would be better in the
interests of the revenue, and also in the
interests of morality, if we allowed
licences to be transferred in such CHses
from one honse to another, providing the
premises were of a superior character,
and requiring' that all matters in connexion with the proposed transfer should
be subject to the scrutiny of the Licensing
bench. Another provision which might
be embodied in an amendment of the
Licensed Victuallers Act is one which
I included ill a Bill which passed
another place last year.
I refer
to the prevention of children from obtaining liquor at public-houses, either for the
purpose of drinking it there or to carry it
home to their parents. I thillk it is
highly undesirable that the practice of
sending children to public-honses for
liquor should be allowed to continue. I
wish to say only a few words on the
subject of old-age pensions.
Pre.vious
speakers who haye referred to this matter
have blamed the magistrates who adjudicated on the various cases in which
inj ustice has been done. In my opinioll,
it is not the magistrates who are to blame,
but the Act itself. The magistrates have
had to adm!nister the Act according to
their interpretation of its spirit, and the
fault lies in· the fact that the Old· age
Pensions Act was hurried through Parliament at the fag end of the session without
due consideratioll. I am thoroughly in
accord with the principle of old-age
pensions, bu t I am glad to notice that the
Government intend to provide for amendments in the Act with regard to
mattErS which have been complained of by
honorable members. It has been pointed
out that many undesirable applicants were
allowed to receive the maximum sum of
lOs. per week. Now, I contend that
one of the amendments that should be
provided for is to give power to have the
fullest scrutillY into the position of any
applicants. Under the present Act the
magistrate or other Government official
dealing with the matter has n·o power to
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inquire into a man's account at the
Savings Bank or at any other bank. I
have heard of ono case w here a man who
has £175 in the Savings Bank received a
pension of lOs. per week.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Shame.
. ]\fl'. O'NEILL.-rrhat is a shame, but
. it is the fault of tho Act; because the
law as it exists prevents'-':'justly, no doubt,
in general cases-a bank manager from
being compelled to disclose any man's
.financial position, lest the disclosure
nhould illjure his credit. That, however,
can have no bearing ill the case
of an applicant for an old-age pension
who has no financial credit to damage.
In one case an applicant waited on llle,
and asked me for a reference that he was
a desirable person to receive a pension,
and that his position was necessitous. I
said that as far as his respectability and
honesty was concerned, he was worthy
to receive a pension; but I told him that
I could not give birn a reference, beeanse
I knew he hlld two sons, each of whom
had a selection of 320 acres of land worth
£1,000. I told him I considered that
those sons shonld keep him, and if they
would not do so, that the law should be
altered so as to compel children to maintain their parents, whell the latter were
unable to support themselves. Another
important matter in connexioll ,,'ith the
Old· age Pellsions Act is its financial
aspect. It will cost at least £350,000
per allnum; and not ollly in regard to
old-age pensions, but also in connexion
with many other matters in the neal' futuTc,
honorable members will have to face the
enormous expense which will be entailed on
the .county. Some means must be provided
not only for meeting the expense of
old-age pensions, but also the many other
calls which thc 'rreasurer will have to
meet. I hope' it will not be considered
Utopian if I suggest, as one means of
raising revenue, a ta,x on amusements-a
tax on sports, race-courses, theatres, and
other amusqments-the mOlley to. be applied specially to t.he purpose of providing
of old -age pensions. The men who can
o afford to
pay to go to ,entertainments
would not miss the small amount which
they would be asked to contribute towards
the'support of the suffering poor. I am
glad to notice that the Minister of Agriculture is alive to the necessity of doing
his utmost to )Jromote the agricultural industry. I must compliment the Minister
of Agriculture, whu is [t practical mall, on
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the fact that dlll'ing the time he has been
in office he has weli done his duty to the
farnling community and to the State. On
the matter of handling grain ill bulk,
I wonld advise the Minister and the
Cabinet to hasten slowly in that direction. It looks very. well on paper,
but I would plJint out that not only the
farmer, but the taxpayer, must consider
the amoun't of expenditure that would be
entailed in the carrying out of the policy.
'Ve must bear in mind the enormous cost
which would be involved, not only to the
Railway department, but also to the
farmer himself. In order to get the full
ad yantage obtainable from handling grain
in bulk, the farmer would have to go to
the expense of altering his waggons, and
it is also to be remembered that it is
impossiblc that bags should be altogether
done away with.
rrhe farmers must
have bags, because they cannot take
their grain from the threshing machine or
the stripper to the railway station witHout
bags. Again, in many cases they have to
store their grain in barns, or at the railway station, while they are waiting for a
supply of trucks.
'Ve cannot have
elevators at all stations, and therefore it
is necessary to have bags in use. It is
also to be borne ill mind that if the wheat
is sold in bulk it will bring a lp,sser price
than if it is sold in bags, because the bags
are worth a certain amount to the merchants, anel if th p ,)' are not provided here
they have to be found at the other
end. I notice that tho Government intend to bring in an Amending Mines Bill.
Now that we have a practical Minister of
Mines, I hope that the question of the
ventilation of mines will receive immediate
attention. Every member who represents
a minillg district must Imow that thousands of men are brought to a premature
~rave through the contaminated ail' which
they have to breathe in the mines, owing
to the want of a propel' system of ventilation. To imorove the ventilation of the
mines would b~ to the advantage even of
the mine-owners themselves, because they
would obtain better work from a hoalthy
man who worked inhealthy surroundings.
rrhe propel' ventilation of the mines would
also mean a substantial savillg to the
finances of the country, because it would
luean' that a smaller demand would have
to' be puid~ old-age pensions, as many
men ,,,ho were broken dowil through their
experiences in mines would not then come
upou this fund. I hope that the tribute
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question is another subject to which the
Minister of Mines intends to give fltt1mtiol1,
for this is a very old grievance. Under

the presellt system, portiolls of the wine
are let to tributers for a period. The
term is usually six months. The tributer
may be working in a portion of the
claim without ~eeing a speck or colollr
of gold, and then perhaps within
OllO month of tho expiration o"f his term
ho discovers a, pn,yable lode. He has done
five months' work for nothing, and perhaps the one month's returns will not be
sufficient to repay him for his labours
during the six. In such circumstances
when the lease expires he has to clear
out. I would suggest that the term
of the lease should commence from the
time that the miner has obtained payable
wages, or, perhaps, a better system
would he to allow the tributer to have
so many feet along the lille, and that
he should not be disturbed until he had
worked Ollt his ground. I am 110t speaking as a practical man, but I am making
these suggestions as one who is greatly
interested in mining, arid who has directed
,'ory close observation to these subjects.
I notice that the Government promise a
sum of £ 150,000 to the conntry districts.
I am not q \lite clear whether that is a
grant, in addition to the usual subsidy.
His El.:cellency's speech states that this
amount is to be distributed over three
years, and is to he given to the fourth,
fifth, and sixth class shires.
:Mr. S'l'AUGHTON.-It is all going to
Gippsland.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I do not know whether
there arc any fourth, fift,h, or sixth class
shires in any part of the Stt\te north of
Melbourne.
Lt.-Col. REAy.-Some of it ought to go
to Ea8t Bourke Boroughs.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I think East Bourke
Boroughs is in a much more satisfactory
position than the other municipal districts.
III connexion with the di8tribl.1tion of this
money, I would point out that somo ·of
the older shires are ill a worse financial
position than some of the younger ones,
having to meet large obligations in consequence of the outside traffic which passes
over their roads. I do not object to the
method of distribution, if the reclassification of the shires, as pror:wsed in the
speech, takes place before the distribntion
is effected. III allv cnso, ho\\'cYl'r, the
a11l011ut that the shi;cs will get will bo su
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small that I think the Government might
see its way to increasing the grant by
another £100,000. I would like to see
the Goverlllnent bring down a Bill to
amend the Local Government Act, as I do
not thiuk this would be such t\, heavy
task as is sometimes represented, particularly as the last Government appointed acommission for this purpose. There are
other matterl-J besides the reclassification
of the shires that require attention.
There is one very important matter in
cOllllexion with the valuation of improvements. I h~'\,ve always maintained that
in the shires the improvements should be
el.:empt. On a quarter. acre allotment in
a town a man may put up improvements
for gi viug greater scope to his business,
as by adding to the accommodation of his store or his warehouse. The
case of. the farmer who adds improvements
to his house, st1:tble, or barn is a very
different one. Under the existing law the
farmer has to pay rates on these improvements, and he is conseqnently taxed fen'
his enterprise, and for the expenditure
whieh has probably been almost wholly
distributed in wages to labour. The "ulua·
tion of a farmer's property should, I think,
rather be computed upon the productiveness of the property, whether it were used
for dairying or a.ny other conntry industry. This is a matter which the Government should give -early attention to.
They should hurry on the work of the
commissi()n, and bring down an amendment in the Local Government Act in this
direction without delay. Instead of concerning themselves with these reforms,
the Government indicate an intention of
going back to the days of Black Thursday, and to resnscitate one of the old
kinds of highwaymen-because I consider
that to legalize anyone to demand a
toll from the carrier who is passing along
the road is nothing but bringing the old
highwaymen again into existence. How
much will the shires obtain from this
system.~
'fhey will have to discriminate
between their own ratepayers and carriers,
and if they discriminate in this way, what
will the toll amount to in the end? It
will be a mere ilothing. It has been put
forward that the roads are very badly
damaged in consequence of the heavy
traffic pa:::;sing over them frrno outside districts, but in my opinion the Government
should contribute to the maintenance of
tbe main roads, us these arc tho feeders of
tho rail way system, and cuntribute great ly
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to increasing the revenue earned by the
Rail \ray departmen t.. I believe that the
Government is not very serious :I,bout this
pro.posal with regard to the tolls. As to
thp. question of the convention, I am very
sorry t.hat, seeing there are so many llCW
members in this House, that question has
not received fuller cOllsideration. From
the reports I ha ve SeelJ, I understand that
we have only two members in this Chamber who are pledged against the convention.
The honorable member for St.
Kilda, in moving the adoption of the
address in reply, made a very eloquent
speech, for which I must compliment him,
and iudeed I almost envy him. That
gentlenHll1 held out for the principle of
responsible govel'llment, and in the next
breath he flippantly remarked that we
should all go for the convention, saying
in fact that the responsible Houses of Parliament should transfer their rights and
powers in this matter to an irresponsible body. I am sure the Premier and
his colleagues are a'Stnte enough to know
that they have not a ghost of a show of
carrying that measure through the other
place~ and, if they proceed with it, they will
find that they are driving six or eight of
their loyal supporters to the opposition
side of the chamber.
Mr. S'J'AUGH'l'ON. -They will drive them
into common sense.
Mr. O'NEILL.--I am endeavouring to
drive the Government into common sense.
W· e ought to ill~ist 011 the maintenance of
our constitutional rigbts, and should not
allow onrselves to be cajoled or intimidat ed
by the press. It is said· by the press that
Mem bel'S of Parliament are not sufficielltly
competent or honest enough to reform the
Constitution. If we are not competent to
do this, we are not competent to represent
the people, and we are not competent to
bo here.
I regard this proposal as a
sparring for wind. The Goveri1ll1ent mnst
themsel yes know that the seheme is quite
hopeless. Look at the results of yesterday's election for members of the Legislati ve Council. The only candidate COiltesting a seat for the Upper House, who
had the temerity to say that he was ill
favour of a convention, was ignominiollsly
defeated by a man who, on two previous
occasions, was very low 011 the poll, alld
who, I do not think, addressed one meeting. This gentleman was also late in the
field, and yet he beat his opponent by all
overwhelmillg m:1jority. The GOYCI'lHlH.'llt
ought to seriously weigh these illdicatil)m;
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of the feelings of the community on this
subject. The sponsor for the Government
in the other Chamber would not say a
word for the cOllvention. In fact, he
condemned it. If we are not prepared to
undertake the necessary reforms of our
Constitution, then we are not prepared to
perform our duties to the people. I feel
confident that. if this House based the
reform on the adoption of the ratepayers' 1'011, as a qualification for both the
representatiYe and the elector of the
Upper House, the other Cham bel' would
accept it. Men who are opposed to the
convelltion are prepared to accept a
reform in thn,t direction, for they recognise
that if they do not submit to a measure of
this kind this House would be justified in
proceeding with the convention proposal,
and I would then support the conyention.
'Vhnt the Government propose to do is
putting the cart before the horse, and I
am surprised that the Government propose to proceed with this scheme. The
convention, to my mind, is almost an order
to send them to political perdition, ::md I
therefore ask every member of this HOllse:
particularly the country members, .to
consider well before they take apy action
in this matter, for I see another danger in
conllexion with electing a cOllvention
through the enormous expense and tlW
circnmlocution involved. In the first
place, we have to return 46 mC'mbers to
the cOllvention.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Do yon understand the
matter 1
.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I am making tbis statement so that the Government may understand the position, if I do not. It is
intended that the convention shaH be
elected by the people; that the convention will then be called up to draft a
reformed COllstitution, and that this is to
be submitted to the conntry. 'rhe matter
will next come before Parliament. The
scheme is much too complicated, and I
desire to give the Government warning
that if a division takes place upon it, they
will lose something like ha1f-a-dozen of
their best supporters.
Mr. E\\7EN CAMERON (l'o1'ilancl).I rise with some diffidence to take part in
this debate. If I had ri::;en a few days
ago when I intended, I should have congratulateq you, Mr. Speaker, on presiding
m'er a House where the relations between
honorable members werc of tho most
eorJial character, Hllc1. I would hn,·e
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attributed it in a great measure to the
personal C]ualities of the leaders on both
sides of the Honse. I am not going to
make a second-reading speech on the very
cO'pious items that the Government have
put forward in His Excellency's speech,
nor do I feel that I shall make a " biting"
spcech snch as the honorable member for
Ballarat 'W cst (~Ir. Vale) advises should be
made in conncxion with the matters which
we debate. I \,"onld experience a diHiculty in makiug a biting speech at allY
time, whell I remember the courtesy and
consideration that has been extended to
me by the hOllorable gentlemen who
{lcenpy the Government benches. The
programme
the
Government
have
put forward
is certainly a very
complete one; bnt in that respect
I believe they have followed precedent,
for a speech of this kind always contains
-everything that call be thought of, so
that there can be no occasion for any
reproach that what some honorable member thinks necessary has been overlooked.
One familiar proposal appears, however,
to have been omitted, and there is a
certain amount of vagueness as to whieh
are rega~'ded as' the most prominent
measures, and as to which are to be first
discussed by this House. 'With regard to
,,,hat is not revealed by tho speech, we
may satisfy ourselves with guesses, or we
may try to gather th~ information we
require from the remarks that have fallen
from supporters of the Government, or ,,'e
may refer to S0me expression made by
the leader of the Government at the
previous period. The first item in the
speech is the question of constitutional reform. I do not intend to enter into details
{lll that matter, but I wish to make one or
two observations in reference to it·. I
would first refer to the remarks of the
honorable member for St. Kilda, whom I
will congratulate on the able address
which he delivered to the House, and
w hom I will also congratulate on the success
of the effort to overcorne that feeling
which all young members experience
when they first rise to speak in this
chamber. This measnre of constitutional
reform does not seem to have taken any
definite shape with the Government; and
the leader of the Opposition, it will be remembered, referred to the vague references
to it in the Lieutenant Goyernor's speech.
I have looked back to some previous
periods when the thP'll leader of the
Government gaye an expression of his
lJf, .. Ewen Callw'on.
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views in regard to the convention proposal, and I found that the then Government were not vel'y solid on the question
as to whether reform was to be effected by
means of a convention or by the aation
of tho two Houses of Parliament. Sir
George 'furner, in tho address which he
deli vered at St. Kilda, as leauer of the
Opposition, said that it was not of so much
importance as to how the reform should
be brought about, whether by a convention or by the two Houses of Parliament,
so long as the reform was accomplished.
There was no difference between honorable members on the opposition side
the Honse and the Governof
ment side in regal'd to that. There is
no difference between them except as to
the method in which the reform should be
accomplished. The crux of the ,,,hole
position, according to the then leader of
the Opposition, who afterwards beaame
head of the Government, was that certain
essentials should be secured, but that the
manner of securing those essentials was
no part of the detinite policy of the
Government. Something has happened
since then to screw up the courage of the
Government to the sticking point. 'What
has led them to take up this firmer
attitude ~ I am not going to try to guess
at an explanation. rl'he fact remains that
they have taken up this firmer attitude
in regard to it.. rrhe honorable member
for St. Kilda expressed his surprise that
h0norable members
on
the opposition side of the House should
regard the Government proposals as
unconstitutional.
As a lawyer always
will do, who has not had political experience, and who has not had his horizon
widened by the study of q nestions in the
atrnosphere in whieh the politician studies
them, he very naturally put before you
what was the legal view. He did not
appear to get away from the legal aspect
of the matter. He quoted the statute,
and declared that he was utterly at a loss
t~ understand how anyone could say that
the convention proposal was unconstitutional. I belieye the remark was made
that the first objec:tion to the convention
was that it was unconstitutional, illegal,
and revolutionary, and that it was difficult
to understand. ~ The honorable member
said that it was difficult to understand
how opponents to the scheme could affirm
the constitutional objection. I have never
heard anyone put forward the idea that it
is illegal, but I have constantly heard. the
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idea put forward that it IS unconsti- be very glad to hel p them ill any way I
tutional, and if the honorable member had can. This is Hot a q uestioll that, the
brought his mind to consider the question Honse 'rill fight over ill a party spirit. It
politically or historically he could not have is recognised, howover, that it is necessary
come to any other conclusion. The argu- to put the scheme in the ber::;t for.m
ment of the honorable member that Par- possible compatible with the financial
liament is omnipotent., and that t.herefore position of this State. 'VVe cannot do all
all its acts must be constitutional, is cap- that we would like to do, but we should do
able of a very wide application. It would all that we can, considering our circumbe legal, but unconstitutional, for Parlia- stances. Many excellent suggestions have
ment to do many things, and one we11- been made by the Premier ill regard to
. known writer on constitutional law has this matter, and it will be infinitely better
pointed out that it would be legal that we should give him all the assistance
for Parliament to pass a statute by we ean when the amended measure is
which all blue-eyed babies should be mur- brought forward. But it seems to me that
dered. 'We may take another view. If the Honse agreed to the existing measure
the Governor were to exercise all the under a mis(\,pprehension. The measure
power intrusted to hilil by the State, he would not have gone throngh Parliament
could do a great many things which if it had not been for the assurance of the
would be regarded as distinctly uncon- Premier that the amount of money he
stitutional. If the King exer:cised all had mentioned in connexion wit.h it would
the power conferred upon him by the be sufficient for· its purposes. To me it
State, he might do many acts which the seems inexcusable that any mistake should
statutes would' seem to allow him to do, have been made in that connexion, because
but. which would not be constitutional. Sir George Turner had pointed ont in his
"Ve are not discussing whether a matter speech at St. Kilda, that in Victoria
is legal or not, but are considering the there were 50,000 people over the
form or metll€)d by which a certain thing 9ge of 65, while in New Zeamay be accomplished, and the House is land th~l'e was only a1-.:out .half that
bound by all its steps in the past j it is number, and we know that in .New
not bound by statute, but by custom Zealand the scheme has cost a great deal
which has become constitutional law. I
more than the amount which the Premier
merely point this out for the reason that indicated to Parliament. 'rhis measure
I heard a lawyer use somewhat the same of old-age pensions is ianghed at throughargument bef~re a public meeting, wheI;e out the whole country, where it is
it appears to be quite permissible to use regarded as a monument of legislative inan argnment that the people do not know competence. I hope that the llew Bill,
auything about. It is a different matter, which is to be int.roduced, will make dishowever, in the case of arguments used tinct financial provision for these old-age
before 'an assembly.like this, where honor- pensions in the future, and that the money
able members sift things out, and ,,-here required will not be taken out of revenue.
t3tatements like that must lose their reputa- . Sir George l\lrnel' stated that the reason
tioD.: The Premier, I know, must be looking why his old-age pensions scheme was
very anxiously at the notes r have in my objected to before was that he did not take
hand, and be thinking of the valuable authority in connexion with it for raising
time that is going to be ·wasted, and a certain amount of taxation to llleet the
which he desires to rnake use of. I can necessities of the measure. If we are to
assnre him, however, that. I do not intend have such a system of taxation, I think
to make as much use of my notes as I
the money wanted should be contributed
would have done a few days ago. Refer- to by t.hose who are going to benefit by
i'ing again to the contents of His Excel- the provision. Some amendments of the
lency's speech, there is the question of the educational system are also referred to in
old-age pensions, which has been referred to the Lieutenant-Governor's speech. I hope
by every speaker during this debate. In the promise that Sir George rrnrnel' made
connexion with this matter, I would say when appealing to the country, and upon
that I hope that certnin principles will be which he obtained' the majority which
recognised in the Government measure, now sits on the Government side of the
and .they are the principles that were first House-I mean his promises with regard
laid down when the policy was put before to agriculture and agricultural educationthe country j and, if they do that, I shall will be carried out. .He made a promise
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at St. Kilda. that an agl'icultll1'al college
would be established, and that teehnical education in connexioll with agriculture wOllld be provided for.
He

also stated that technical instruction
would be given in the State schools, alld
that experimental plots would be established throughout the country. That is
absolutely neoessary, and I would poiut
ont to the town member.') who thillk that
technical education in the industries of
the city is a first essential that t.his is not
so. I do not want to raise the question
of separate interests as between the town
and country, because r recognise that
they are interdependent, but I would
point out that a very wide policy
in connexioll with . this matter can
be adopted so that every section of the
community may be made competent
to follow tbe industry in which they are
engaged. A system of agricultural education is necessary to that end. It is necessary as 1l111ch in the interests of those who
are going to work in the city as to the
farmers t hemsel ves, because the artisan ill
the city will always have to depend upon
the country consumer as the purchaser of
his manufactllred articles,· and it .is to the
interests of the city workman that the
COUll try
settler should be furnished
with this aid ill
his enterprises.
I hope the Government will not forget
that this is an essential part of any programme they may carry onto There is
also a promise made in the speech that the
Minister of Agriculture will make reforms
in his department. Now, I trust that,
when makillg these reforms, he will have
the courage to carry them out in ~Ul eiIective manner. There should be no half
measures about it.. Some years ago, when
the Tumer Ministry was in power, there
was an opportunity, if the Government
had risen to the responsibility of its position, to materially assist in the development of the export trade on very sOllnd
lines. I had a hand in drafting a scheme
which wa!:! submitted seven years ago by
the agl'ioultural societies of Victoria to
th6l then Minister of Agriculture. It was
a working scheme, and would, had it been
carried out, have put the export trade on
; sound basis. It could have been given
effec~ to then without much difficulty,
because .at that time no vested interests
had sprung up, snch as there are now. However, .I hope the Government will grapple
with t he matter, and will push it forward in
no half-hearted spirit. I trustthatwhen the
.Mr. Ewen Cameron.
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GUVCl'llmcllt arc appointing a gentlcmnl1
10 the pLlsitioll of Director of Agricllltlll'e
they will take into con!;ideration the
importance of the office, and attach a
proper salary to it. It is rather a reflection on t.he departlllent to find an ofEcer
at the Cool Stores, Flinders-street, who
h,"\'s huge interests remitted to his care,
reeeiving a salary of but £370 a year.
There it:; only Olle criticism that can he
used in connexioll with that, and it is that
the officer is eit.her not fitted for his
position, or the pay he receives is quite an
inadequate recompense for the duties he
is called upon to perform. vVhen a gentleman is appointed to the position of Director
of Agricultnre it is to be hoped the Govel'llment will see th:l.t ho is properly remunerated for his services. It is only in that
way that a good eapable man can be
secured fur the position. Before long a
Rail waY8 Commissioner will ha ",e to be
appointed, and I wish to point out in connexion with our rail ways' that I think
we onght to adopt a national policy.
I am not very much in love with what is
termed a commercial policy ill connexion
with our railways. The rail ways should
be regarded as something to be used on
national lines, and not in any narrow
spirit of commercialism, as is now interpreted by the department.
Another
featnre in connexion with the rail ways
which I hope to see done away with is
the practice of Endeavouring to bring all
the tntffic to Melbourne by carrying
prodnce over long distances at a low
freight, by means of differential railway
rates.
The great bulk of our produce
has the London market as its objective,
. and it shonld be the aim of the -Government, in the interests of the producer, to
get the goods to that market at the
lowest cost.
The Melbourne market is
not the objective of the producer, except
to a ver'y small extent. It is the London
market that the producers have to look to,
and it will be sound policy on the part of
the Government to develop other ports such
as Portland and Geelong, instead of aiming
at having everything brought to Melbourne.
As far as the policy of the Railway department is concerned, property at Portland has been depreciated in value through
an nnj ustifiable interference on the part
of the department with the business interests of the people.
The residents of
Portland have not only to suffer that closs
in connexion with their business and
property, but have - as part of the
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community-to pay for the national 10s8
arising ont of the working of the rail ways.
The railways onght not to be llsed as a
means for taking away the bnsiness that
belong naturally to'a port.
If the rail\HI,yS had Leen a pri va' e concern no Ol1e
co.del have objected, but it i~ absolutely
unfair to use the railways of a State, which
derived a great deal of its revenue from
the taxation of its people, to the ad vantage
of one section of the community and to
the disadvantage of another.
I also
desire to point ont· that the rail ways, regarding them from a national point of
view, and not ouly from their earning
capacity, are expected at the present
time to earn sufficient revenue to
covel' both the il;terest on the cost of
construction and the working expenses.
I think it is very unfair t.hu,t the whole of
this expenditure should be expected to be
made up from fares and freights. I consider in future that we should alter that
state of affctirs, because with the establishmen t of federation the departmen t shoulci
adopt a lower system of freight, and leave
. whatever loss is incurred in connexion
with the working of the lines and the
interest on the cost of construction to be
. made up by taxation. I make this remark
because uuder the Commonwealth Constitu tion Act the New South 'Vales rail ways
will be able to resort to differential rates,
but preferential rates are to be prohibited,
so that goods shall not be dragged away
from their geographical market. If we
nre not carefnl, Victoria, may be placed at
a great disadvantage. Looking at the
railways from a national point of vi~\Y,
they have ~n importan~ bearing on the
settlement of our land. 'rhe rail ways are
not merely for' the purpose of carrying
trade and earning interest and working
expenses, but they are intended to be
an important factol' in opening up and
developing the country. Th~ Government
are the owners of a great deal of
land tlll'oughont Victoria; and the railways hel p to increase Lhe value of
that national estate:
I hope to see
in connexiou with our lands a policy
that is more definite as rega.rds the
Ed ucation, Agricultural, and Rail way
depn.r~ments.
It will he a good thing to
educate Ollr rising youths to make use of
the lalld, and, when settled on it, to give
them help, so that they may be induced to
remain on the land. 'rhis help could be
through the medium of the railways and
in other directions. It is absolutely
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necessary to regard the railw(tys and the
set.tlement on land from a national point
of view, and there f3hollld be a definite
policy, the aim of which should be to
make 0110 the complement of the other.
'Vhile touching upon the railways I
would just like to say, in connexion with
the appointment of the new commissioner,
that I hope there will be some responsibility to Parliament. The Minister of
Rail ways should not be a mere messenger
between the House and the department.
. He shonld not be reduced to a nonentity.
I hope to see the Minister responsible for
the policy of the department and the
commissioner made responsible for carrying it out. No one wishes to revert to
the old system of political patronage,
but in guarding against that we
may run from one extreme to the
other, alld may set up official patronage
in its place, which will be worse. Another
topic to which I would like to refer is the
announcement made in the speech that a
further sum of £150,000 is to be placed
on the Estimates for the assistance of
fourth, fifth, and sixth class shires. It is
proposed to expend this mOlley at the rate
of £50,000 per annum for a period of
three year~.
The municipalities have
been asking for an increase in their
endowment to £200,000, but of conrse
that is subject to the financial position of
the State. I suppose we will have to
show a good deal of forbearance to the
Treasurer in connexion with financial
matters owillg to the uncertainty that
exists with referellce to the financial position of Victoria under federation.
I
would very much like to see the endowment raised to £200,000 if it is at all
practicable, because liOt only is the
mouey needed, but, as everyone knows,
shire
councils
expend
it in
a
most
judicious and
useful manner.
I am also glad to see that there is to be a
reclassification of shires. 'l'bat is a very
necessary matter, and it is a pity that it
has been so long delayed. As to the
suggestion that tolls should be re-introd lIced, a question was asked in the Honse
last December by the honorable member
for 'Varrenheip, and the Minister of
Rail ways (who was then Millister of Pu blic
W'orks) said that the matter would receive
careful attentiol'l at the hands of Ministers
dllring the recess.
Well, the matter has
evid81itly received. the attention of the
Cabinet, and this pro<posal is the out.c0me
of six months' cogitation.
I cannot
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understand how a bod vof men like the Ministers could have bro~lght forward such a
proposal. It has only to be mentioned to be
scouted. I do not think the people of the
country wonld support such an abomination as toll-gates on the roads of Victoria.
If sOD1ething better t ban this cannot be
devised-if I were ill a captious mood-l
would be inclined to say that it is only
one way of shelving the question, and of
getting rid of a difficulty. Thesuggestion (If the re-introd nctiun of tolls is
one of the most ridiculous things any"
one coald be guilty of, and I think
that before the Bill is introduced the
Go\'cl'llmcnt will have gathered from the
sense of the Honse that it will be
judicious to refrain from submitting such
a measure to the Chamber. I have no
wish to detain honorable members any
longer, and I merely desire to add that
the Government ,vill get fair play from
me in regard to their measures; but so
far as the qnestiol1 of constitutional
reform is concerned 1 wish to say most
eluphatically that I will fight the convention proposals from the preamble to
the schedule of the Bill.
Mr. BARBOUR.-In rising to offer a
few remarks on the motion before the
House, I desire to compliment the leader
of the Government on having attained
the high position he occupies, and I also
wish to compliment the honorable member
who moved the motion for the adoption
of the address ill reply on the ability he
displayed in performing that task. A
very varied program me has been placed
before the House by the Government. It
is so rich and varied that I shall only tOllch
011 a few of the important points.
The
first I will allude to has reference to Parliament being transferred to this building-. I
am one of those who think that the Government acted rightly in offering to. the
Commonwealth Parliament the Parliament
Houses in Spring-street. It. was a generous and handsome act, and I trust t.hat
any remarks that may be made in COllnexion therewith will not be characterized
by any spirit of churlishness or any
grumblings at the best buildings at the
disposal of the State having been handed
over to the Commonwealth Parliament, as
that body is at present the guest of the
people of Victoria. I fail to see, however,
that there was any need for the State
Parliament to be removed to the' Exhibition-buildings. . ~onle two or three
years ago we knew that the Commomvealth
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Parliament was to meet at Melbonrne, and
the Government that was then in power,
or the Government that was' in power
two years ago, and also the Government
that was in office last year, might
have exhibited some little foresight
in arranging matters. Had that been
done, additions could have been rnade
by this time to. the Parliament
Houses,
Spring-street, which ,,"ould
have enabled accommodation to ce provided there for both the Commonwealth
and the State Parliaments. "While the
State Parliament has lent the building,
formerly occupied by it to the Commonwealth, I hope that honorable members
have not lost all interest in that building~
and that they have 1l0~ deserted it. One
of the earliest acts of the Governlllen t
should be to appoint a Library Committee and a Parliamentary Buildings
Committee in connexion with both the
buildings in Spri1.1g-street and in the Exhibition-gardens. 'rhe State Parliament is,
certainly, still the proprietor of the building in Spring-street, and it should show
that it has still some iuterest in the
building formerly oecupied by it. One
mode or method of indicating that the
State Parliament is still the proprietor of·
the building in Spring-street would be to
appoint a joint committee of the two State
Houses to exercise some control over
the Library at Parliamen t Houses,
Spring-street, and also over the building itself. Before leaving this subject,
I would like to extract one crumb
of comfort from the division of opinion
amongst members as to our being
located at the Exhibition-buildings. It
will be plain to the Commonwealth Parliament., and especially to the people of New
South Wales, that it is not the wicked
design of the Victorians to smuggle the
federal capital away from New South
Wales. A good deal of attention has recently been paid, and necessarily so, to;
!,he question of old-age pensions, which
has forced itself upon the notioo of honorable members and the public. The Act
empowering the payment of the pensions
was passed at a time when little was
known about the extent of the distress
existing amongst the aged poor, and when
no reliable estimate could be formed as to'
the probable expenditure. It was a new,
thing to this country, and it was necessarily an experiment. So far as it has
gone, it has answered the purpose for
which it was intended. But being an'
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experiment., it was ollly to be expected that nations who are working hard in the
faults would be revealed, and that there industrial struggle which is being con
would be scope for many improvements. stantly waged, namely, the battle of life.
I trust that the result of 0~U' experience If we equip our rising generation in a
of the working of the Act dUl'ing the last way that will enable them to hold their
six months will enable im~r()vements to bo own with the arti~ans of other countries,
effected in the system of old-age pensions. it will b~ profitable to the State, because
One reform that is needed is the hearing when it is known that the Victorial1s
of all applications for pensions ill public. excel in any special industries, the markets
By an oversight, the magistrates, while for our manufactures will be widened, and
required to ask the husband whether he that will be alike ad vantageous to the
could support his aged wife, or a wife employe and profitable to the employer.
whether she could snpport her husband, Although it may seem presumption to one
it had not been' provided that the who is city bred to mention anything in
question shonld be asked whether the ccmnexion with farming 01' agriculture"
children wero in a position to support he must be a very superficial reader'
their rarents. 'V"here it is known that indeed who does not I:tke notice of what
rrhe cryil1;2;'
children are able to maintain their aged is going on around him.
parents, they should be obliged to do 1:)0. . want of the people ill the country district::;
'While it is not to onr credit that they is a thoroughly good irrigation system.
should be compelled to do so by Act of . That is the life-blood of the country.
Parliament, still, as some. children seem Farmers lost largely, and the country sufanxions to throw their responsibilities in fered considerably, through their not
this connexion upon the State, it will be having an adequate water supply. It is
necessary to amend the Act by incorporat- singular that there is scarcely a proper
ing such provision. At the same time, } mouth or outlet to any of the rivers in
hope the Act will· be so framed that no Australia.
The streams silt up before
stigma will be attached to those who, they discharge themselves into the ocean ..
through poverty 01' necessity, or through A large body of water flows down 1;>etween
circumstances over which they had no their bailks, and gets· lost somewhere.
control, are obliged in their old age to rrhis would indicate that, by means of
fall back on the Government for this boring, good supplies of artesian watet·
humble subscription.
The paragraph should be tapped if the boring operations
in the
Lieutenallt-Governor's speech were judiciously carried out. In many
referring to the improvements that parts of this country there is a good rainare proposed in. connexioll with our fall at some seasons of the year, and it is
edl1Cational system is one that must indeed wicked to allow the water to run
commend itself to the attention and eon- to waste instead of being conserved and
sideration of every member of this House. made ~tvailable· for use in the summer
It is essential in the interests of this com- months, when it is most urgently remunity that a system should be adopted q uired. I do trust that the Minister of
which will extend gradually from the 'Vater Supply will have his hands
kindergarten and the schools in which strengthened in such a way as to bring a
primary education is given right through supply of water to those who are very
up to the technical colleges, so that Ollr much in need of it. Special reference is
future workers may become skilled in their made in t.he speech to the Mines departtrades and possess a knowledge which will ment, and to the coal deposits in Victoria.
tend to the advancemellt of our iildustries. n the Minister of Mines is able to dis..:
I hope that the Minister of Education by covel' or develop any of our coal measures
the exercise of a jndicious generosity will he will do a milch greater good than if he
so improve the institutions I have referred discovered a gold mining district, because
to as to make them a credit and a. source coal and iron are the foundations of our
of profit to the Sta.t.e at large. Looked at industries, and will be of service to both
from the very lowest £ s. d. stand-point, the cOllutry and town. Allusion is made
such a policy will be a worthy inv;stment in the Government programme to those
by the Govel'llment, and will encourage who are unfortunately afflicted with
the establishment of technical colleges ment.al aberration, and anything that
in every centre of population.
It would tend to il1cr8ase the percentage of
is only in this 'way that we can cures or to ameliorate the condition of the
expect to hold our own with the various illcurable will be hailed with satisfaction.
Se.s.sion 1901.-[14]
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I would like to tOLlch upon the Factories
Act. l'he commission which iSlWW sittiug
inquiring into this legislation and its
effect upon trade will, I trust, be able to
bring forward a report which will be
regarded with great interest. I hope that
the recommendations of ·that body while
tending to' improve the condition' of the
\\'orke.1's, will set snch a high-water mark
of advanced legislation before the nations
.at large that this Act, when it is
.amended, will be regarded as an example
.to be copied by other countries, and ".. ill
have the effect of making the legislation
of Victoria as noticea.ble a feature as
many of the early enactments of this
State. It is by such measures as the
Factories Act and the old-age pensions
scheme that Victoria will be able to assert,
her position as being a leading, thinking,
and humane community.
Mr. BOW'SER.-I regret to be the
means of prolongillg this debate, which
might have concluded earlier in the eveniug. Bnt there are oue 01' two matters
which I foel it my duty to refer to,
..and, therefore, could not allow this
()pportUllity to pass.
I desire before
rcferrin~ to those subjects of proposed
logisia,tiun) contn,ined in the speech of
the Lielltenant-Uovcrnor, to e'\prcss l1ly
sympathy with the deep and trne llote of
sorrow, with which the speech opens, in
referring to the death of Her Illustriolls
Majesty Qneen Victoria.
Her late
Majesty combineu the dignity of high
character with a very sweet and winning
disposition, and her great life will always
remain a very precious and permanent possession of the people. Her influence in the
o()onrts of Europe for peace was very powerful, ancl by a thousand gracious and
womanly acts throughout her long reign she
made herself beloved by the llations of the
world, alld perhaps no one will ever quite
reach the position she held in the hearts
of her own people.
We are fortunate indeed in being born in this time, which
has seen the expansion of the empire, and
in being permitted to take part. in the
peaceful achievement of the Commonwealth of Australia. Now that federation
has been achie\'ed, I am ene of those who
think that this Parliament will lose nothing
in power or dignity by the change. So
long as we control the great administrati ve departments such as the Public ,Yorks,
Railways, Milles, Lands, 'Vater Supply,
and Education, we shall always be the
sovereign power in the State for the
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development of the great interests
of the State, and especially the producillg and industrial interests, upon
which Victoria mnst 1argely depend
to pay its way and maintain its credit
with the world. Thl'ec-qnnrtel's of the
cllston~s revelluecollecled in Victoria llm1er
tbe Common,,-ealth will have to he returned
to the State, and it should not be overlooked
tliat our State Parliament, unlike the
Canadian Parliament, will not be subject
to veto by the Commouwealth Parliament .
vVith l'eg-ard to the Old-age Pensions Act,
already referred to by so many, I may
say that I am in accord with many of the
criticisms offered.
That meaSllre was
hastily drafted, and has been badly administered; but, notwithstanding this,
however, all sides will recognise that it is
a very great improvemellt on the tragical
, pnor-house system of the old country. I
believe both Houses will unite to make
the meaSllre 'wiser and more liberal,
and to secnre its perma.nence. After all,
tho old-age pension is only a humatle provjsion for all exhausted man. I should
like to sec legislation which would take
that m,lll ill hand
at
an
early
perind of his life, when he bas been
thl'llst out by the competitive force in the
ind Ilstl'ial centres of the State; when he
stauds workless and paralyzed, with perhaps a wife and family also, and when
all his competitive powers are in their
meridian. I would like to have legislation
to save that man from the mental tortnre
of being on t of work and' of seeing the degradation of his family going on from day
to day. I hope ul timately some way
will .Le found by wbich we will be ~lble
to consp.l've such a man's energies and
powers to the State, and prevent him
from Le~oming an old-age pensioner, and
to put him in the way of making
his own Ii dng, and thereby encourage
within him that thrift and frugality which
are so necessary to secure independenc<"
and which would ultimately place him
in the position of entoring on his old
age independent of the old-age pensioll.
1'hese are, I am afraid, at present in the
nature' of dreams, but they are dreams
which will, I hope, be ultimately realized.
The Factories Act has also come in for a
good delfl of criticism, and deservedly so.
However good the intention of that Act
may be, the fact remains that while it has
really done admirable work in snppressillg
sweating, especially in the soft-goods trade,
it has had an influence against the skilled
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workman. It strikes a blow at ability. I
voted for the Bill, and I believe it is in the
right direction, and I still hope and believe that we shall he sLlccessful in passing
some form of legislation that will have the
effect of abolishing sweating.
How far
we shall be able to regulate wages remains
to be determined by experience. I think
the w'orkillg of the Act, so far, has shown
that it has a tendency against ability.
e
will have to secure the co-operation of the
Parliaments of the lleighbonring States,
so as to have uniform factory legislation
throughout the continent. vVithont that,
our Melbourne industries, which at S()
mnch expense 'we have been building up,
will be placed at a great disadvant.age
with the other States in the competition
under inter-State free-trade. 'rhe Act
has struck a severe blow at labour, and
especially skilled labour, and in view
of inter-State free-trade 1 contend that
the measure will require to be seriously
considered and amended by this House.
I am glad to see the Minister of Agriculture in his place, be9ause I intend to draw
attention to a new departure in the policy
of that department which he has intro·
dnced. He has dislocated the policy of
his predecessors, and has made a ne\v departure 011 his own account.
The result
of his cogitations on the wine industry,
which, as honori:l.ble members know, is one
of onr most important and promising industries' is that he has decided to promote its interests by abolisbing our viticultural college. The other now feature
in the Minister's policy is his proposal to
abolish the tobacco experimental farm. I
hold that these departures are blunders,
and I do hope that the Minister will reconsider the steps he has taken so far. I hope
to be able to show him that there are features in connexion with those matters
that are well worth his further consideration .
. Mr. KEAS'l'.-'Vhat good has the viti-.
cultural college ever been ~
Mr. BOV\TSER.--I hope to be able to
show the honorable mem ber.
Mr. KEAS'l'.--It is l1 white elephant.
Mr. BOvVSER.-I would point out that
the experimental farm at Rutherglen has
been established forthirter.n years, and that
as is said £20,000 has been expended on
the college that only prod uced one student.
This is, of COllrse, an unfair "ray of
putting the whole case. At the time the
farm was established there were 30 01'
40 young fellows in the district anxious
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to enter a sehool of \'iticultnre, but the
Government did not build the college till
ten years later, when those young 'men
had acquired experience on their OWlI
vineyards. The nllmber of those from
who;n the students were to be drawn is
yery limited, and that is one reason why
there were very few stuqents from the
Rutherglen district.
.
Mr. MOHRli:3SEY.-There was. a large
class originally, but it dwindled down to
one or two.
~lr. BOvVSER.-That reminds me that
some good work was done at the college
by the lectures delivered by M. Dubois.
He had a class of 35 students for twelve
months- I contend that there has been
no mOlley wasted on this college at all.
During t.he thirteen years something like
-t:20,000 has been spent 011 the grounds 011
experiments and the college itself. Of
that sum £13,500 was actmtlly expended
on the college, and the rest of the £20,000
was expended on lectures, 011 travelling
expenses in connexion with phy lloxera,
and visits by the experts to va.rious parts
of Ghe State to·give instruction. It is not
fair to charge the whole amonnt to the
college, for £13,500 is the total amount
expended on it. Is £ 1,000 a year too much
to pay fol' an industry in which 2,400 of
our people are engaged, and which employs 10,000 hands every year 1
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Do they:receive the
slightest valne from the expenditure of
the £1,000 a year 1
Mr. BOWSER.-Unquestionably, they
have received advantage iu many ways.
'fhere is one way in which great good was
done.
During the time the phylloxera
invaded the Rlltherglen district M. Dubois
was able to operate on that district.
Mr. MORRIssEy.-He could have done
that withont the college being in existence.
Mr. BOWSER.-He was able to show
those who went to the college how to treat
the phylloxera.
Millions of money has
been invested in the wine industry, and
t.he industry has been built up almost
entirely by the ability, energy, and capital
of the people themselves without a penny
of State aid.
All HONORABLE MElIIBER.-What about
the bonus1
Mr. BOvVS1£R.-It does not include the
people of Rutherglen.
Mr. KEAs'l'.-'l'hey get a planting
bOlltU;;. .
Mr. ·BOWSER.-That was one of the
most unfortunate bonuses ever paid in
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Victoria. It brought a large number of this moment has offered to take ovel' the
vine.growers intothe industry, with the re·
college and run it at his own expense. If
suIt that hundreds of thousands of gal- he' can find students for ii, is it not a
lons of nondescript wine had since flowed reflection 011 the Government that it is
into the market, . and injured the reputa- . unable to carry out what it started ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-- W'hy did not M.
tion of the good wine. We cannot expect all
educn,tional institutions to pay their way.
Dubois advise the State how to find
The Montpe1lier Institute in :France, students?
MI'. BOvVSEU,·.--He has given ad.vice,
which is to this day the oentre of light
and leading in viticulture, has seut but it has been pigeon·holed. I believe
out students to all parts of the ci vilizeu that if the college is handed over to him
world. 'rhat great institution, three years it will be abont the best thing that can
after its establishment, had only seven be done for it in the present circumstudents. But the people of Frallce knew stances. 'I'hat gentleman, who knows his
better how to do things than we do, and own business, will very soon lift the
were not discouraged by one or two years' college out of the mire and make it
failure. If you look at it from the point a centre of light and learning for
It
of view of the number of students, our vignerons throughout Australia.
viticultural college is a failure. I regret is the only institution of the kind
that we have not had more young in Australia, and will take students from
vignerons coming to the college to promote all parts. I believe the time is coming
its snccess. Surely the interests of the when it will be successful, and I should
industry which has, I bel,ieve, a great like to see the Minister have the credit of
future before it, are not to be made to
having stuck to that institution in the
suffer because during the first two or three time of its adversity, and when it most
years the college has not been sucoessfu1. needs the assistance of the State. Thero
is another question th~t I wish to refer to,
The very purpose of the State taking up
work of this kind is that it u1ay hope to and that is the administration ill concarryon what a private individual could llexion with the tobacco ind llstrv. This
not carryon. But to say that these insti- is an industry that employs mor~ labour
tutions should be run solely on the under- almost than any other coming within the
standing that they are to pay is a very category of intense culture. I thiuk it
unfair position to take up, and one that has one man to every three acres. 'Ve
should not certainly be taken up in con- have'all over the State of Victoria land
nexion with intense cnlture. U nq ues- admirably suited for the production of dark
tionably, this State will more and and brigh t leaf. We ha ve al~o during the
more depend 011 the deyelopment of past twelve months sent home, under the'
beneficent policy of a former Goverlllllent,
intense culture. Our land is pre-eminently suited for the prodnction of instituted by Mr. 'faverner, 260 tons of
those luxuries for which the world lea£. to the old countrv. I will ask attenis waiting, and for which there is always tion to the prices rec~ived. At first the
a 1l1n.rket when the articles are of a price was 3·~d., then 4d., 4~d., then 6~d.,
saleable quality. vVe have succeeded in and now I hold an offer from Mr. Goodproducing wine that is saleable in body, a large manufacturer in Dublin, at
London, and has come out well in the 7d. for as many hundred tons as can be
best exhibitions in comparison with some sent of stripped leaf, of the q llality sent
of the finest French wines. I do beg the from the King River. That means 4~d.
Minister to reconsider the position he has net to the grower, and as mos.t of the
taken up, and to carryon the college in crops give twelve hundredweight to the'
. acre, it means a return of £25 net per
the days of its adversity.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-'¥hat position have I
acre.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Will that
taken up 1
•
BO'¥SER.-You have, I under~ pay 1
Mr. BOWSER.-I should hope that it
stand, determined that the college shall
be closed, and that it and the vineyards would. I should think £25 an acre a very
shall be leased to whomsoever comes good annuall~eturn on the money invested,
along.
The best proof that the ad- and it must be remembered that the land
ministration of the department is entirely is only employed during six months of the
at fault; and that ridiculous ignorance year. '¥hat has injured the industry in
has been shown,. is that M. Dubois at this State is ~he excise duty, and it injured
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it also in New South 'Vales. In Queensland the duties are 4s., 2s., Is., and the
increase of the local kaf has been as high
as 338 per cent.. during this last six years,
with a decrease of 9l~ per cent. in the
imported leaf. In New South 'Wales,
where the duties are 3s., Is. 3d., and Is.,
there has been an increase of 260 per cent.
in the imported leaf, with only an increase
of ~O per cen t. in the local leaf. J n
Victoria, where the duties al~e 3s" Is., and
. 9el., we have an increase of. the local production of only 5 per cent. as against 338
per cent. in Queensland, showing that the
duties in Queensland indicate that while
sensible duties have been imposed in
Queensland, those imposed in Vietoria are
utterly ridi,culous. At the same time that
our own production of leaf bas only
increased 5 per cent., the increase
in the imported leaf has been 144 per
cent. It is evident, therefore, that Ollr
duties operate directly in the interests of
the foreign grower, and strike a severe
blow at our own grower. I mainly refer
to thi~ industry with tbe object of asking
that the Minister of Agriculture will keep
alive the King River experimental farmthat little centre of instruction in connexion with. the tobacco industry.
Mr .. MORRISSEY.-It has n0t been of
any value at all to tobacco-growers for the
last four years. Has one tobacco-grower
visited it to acquire any knowledge ~
Mr. BOvVSER.-I am astonished to
hear the Minister ask such a question. It
shows that he does not know wha.t is
going on in his own department. I can
give the names of a dozen growers who
have visited the farm and received valllable instrnction there. The growers are
adopting the system of curing whioh Mr.
Bondurant has inculcated there, and the
best proof that a great deal of improvement has been made in the quality of the
leaf exported, is that the price has increased from 3kd. to 7d. pel' lb.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-All growers in the
district disagree with Mr. Bondurant.
Mr. BO·WSER.-I do not think the
Minister has had many opportunities of
seeing the growers of the district. I hope
he will Ilot abolish that little centre of
elementary education in connexion with
tobacco culture, and that he will
assist in promoting an industry which
will
by-and-by become
widespread
throughout the State, and be one of the
most; valuable adjuncts to the farmer, as
it is in the States in Southern America.
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I hope the Minister will also keep at the
farm the young .victorian who haFl been
there under Mr. Bondurant: 'Vith regard to the Rail way Lands Acquisition
Act, I believe that the. Government
intends to bring in all amending Bill.
That ,Bill will have my earnest sympathy.
The Act as it stands is a most anomalous measure, showing tl,1e. prentice
hand from first to last. It makes a most
invidious distinction between ,town and
country. If a rail way is being made in the
city, all that the ratepayers are asked to
do is guarantee to the Government to pay
4 per cent. on the money for the purchase
of the land and buildings for twenty
years, but if a raihvay is built in the
country districts the residents along the
line have to form a rail way construction trust and keep up expensive machinery, the cost in ouc instance being about
£100 a year to collect £95, and that
goes on for 30 years.
Nothing more
absurd can well be imagined, but there
are other anomalies in the measure as
well as this that I hope will be remedied.
I hope that the Minister of Hail ways will
consider the question of railway freights
raised this afterno@n. There is a very
marked difference between the rates here
and in New South Wales. If they are
put on the same footing it will largely
facilitate the sending of small parcels of
wine to various parts of the State. I
thank honorable members for their kind
attention.
Mr. HALL.-I have, i1.l the first place,
to gratefully acknO"wledge the kindly
reception accorded to me in the House,
and I have also to thank" honorable members on both sides of the House for the
kindness thev have shown me ever since I
took my se;t.. Indeed, some members
have been so extremely kind to me as to
express pleasure that I have re-entered
the House, and some have congratulated
me on the fact of following my father's
footsteps. N ow, I cannot boast a parliamentary lineage. I am the first in my
family who has ever aspired to such a
position, but although the members of
my family have never taken their share
in the responsibilities of legislation, they
have, for over 60 years y taken a fair
share in the practical work of building up
Victoria. I have also to gratefully aclmowledge the compliment paid to me by the
electors of l3enalla and Yarrawonga, in
returning me with a substantial majority,
and on the fact that they have sent me to
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Parliament with an absolutely free hand.
That is a fact that makes me a little
anxious to make my positi')ll absolutely
clear before my constituent'S and the
House.
I have read the LieutellantGovernor's speech carefully, and the
Government may rely upon me for a
reasonable support on the programme
generally. But there is one part of the
programme-that relating to the convention-which I
am desirous of
clearly expressing my views upo~.
In that proposal the Government cannot
rely npon me as a sHpportel'. It has been
said that the State P,arliamellt may now
be regarded as a glorified municipal council. I do not think that that idea call be
seriollsly considered for one moment. I
consider that this Parliament will be
called upon to exercise its v~ry best functions, and that its best labours will be
demanded in managing the legisla ti ve
affairs of this magnificent State. W· e will
certainly have full scope for the very Lest
energies and abilities we can bring to
bear on the great questions to come
before us.
'Ye are in a state of
transition, and I say that economy
should at any rate be our watchword.
'Ve can form an idea of the amoullt of
revenue we shall receive from the departments which the State has retained, and
we know also that we ·shall have thl'eequarters of the Victorian revenue from the
Tariff imposed by the Commonwealth. rro
that point, therefore, we know that the
finances will not be materially disturbed.
All that the Premier, however, has been
able to tell us is that he has plenty of
mOlley.
Then, I say, that we should
keep in that position until we have got
out of Ollr state of transition and landed
in safe quarters.
'Vith regard to the
reform of the Constitution, it appears
absolutely necessary that reforms should
be brought about, and that there
should be a substantial measure of
reform.
I disagree with the proposal
that it should be accomplished by means
of a popular convention, because I fail
to see why we should cast aside 01' throw
out of gear the whole parliamentary machinerywhich should be employed to carry this
scheme through, in Ii proper and constitutional way. If that be done, there would
be 110 need for any other machinery. \Ve
are told that the reform of the Constitution should be effected by a (!OIHentioll
elected on f he same lines as the Commonwealth Constitution. It appears to
J.'Jfr. Hall.
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me that the two cases are so unlikely
t hat we cannot proc~ed on similar lines
in respect to both.
On this question
I wish to be clearly understood as
beillg of opinion that until the existing resources of Parliament have proved insufficient I shall not be in favour of other
means being adopted to bring about the
requisite constitutional reform. So far as
the questions mentioned in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech are concerned,
that is the only subject on which I will·
cross swords with the Goyernment. In
regard to all their other measures, they
may rely upon me for consistent and
substantial support. I am pleased to
see that the G~)Vernment intends to
aid the productive industries of the
State. I am very closely. associated with
agriculture and dairying, which I regard
as amongst our staple industries, and on
that subject I will give the Government
every aid, and, if it will be of any assistallce to them, I will also place my practical
knowledge at their disposal. ,"Ye cannot
afford to lleglect those industries. Probably we ean do more for them by pr()"
viding cheaper railway freights, and by
affording better facilities for the shipment
of the prodncts, than by allY other means.
The trouble in the past has been the expense in forwarding the productfl from the
farlll to the oversea market. I am pleased
to know that the Minister of Agriculture,
who is a practical man, is taking up·this
matter, and that he intends to re-organize
his department, and give the farmers
the fnIl
benefit of the railways,
and of the other means of developing the resources of the State.
Our dairying industry is one which we
eannot afford to neglect. It came to us
at a time when we needed it very badly,
and I know of no industry which has done
more to lift Victoria out of the depression
than th~t industry. 'Ve must therefore
see that our dairying industry is protected. During last year fI. report was
sent in to the Government in regard to
that industry, showing all its weak
points, Elnd indicating what should be
done to meet those ciroumstances, and
I hope that at an early date the
recommendations of the commissiou which
mnde that report will obtain legislative
effect, with the view of placing that
indnstry on a sound and slltisfnctory
basis.
As a practical man, I wonld
say that Ollr dairying indw'5try is in some
danger. If once \\'0 lose onr good name
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in the London and other oversea markets,
I am afraid that that. industry will begin
to fall to pieces. I hope we shall take
no risks in that respect. With regard to
our railways, we have carriod them
out on national lines, so that we may
utilize them in the development of our
resources, an end which is better Hccomplished by their being in the hands of the
State than if we had left them to private
enterprise.
We should endeavour, as far
as we can, to make our railways serve
the purpose of developillg the resources of
the country. 'Vhile I quite agree with
the system of railway management under
the control of a commissioner, we shonld
be careful not t.o run on too hard-and-fast
lines in this direction. I know of an
instance in my own electorate, where one
of the best paying lines in the State has
at present only a part of the service its
traffic entitles it to have.
I do llot regard
that as a case of inefficient management,
but of injudicious management. There are
hundreds of thousands of bags of ,vheat
ly ing along the line, and specials are being
run to and fro al(lmg it, and yet we
are denied the requisite train services.
This is certainly most injudicious, because'
it means that. we are depriving the people
of the facilities to which they are justly
The
Lieutenant.-Governor's
entitled.
speech also p'romises us that provision
will 'be made for increased truckage
accommodation. rrhis is a question which
should be carefully inquired into before
we incLlr an enormous expense in uuiloing
extra trucks. I feel satisfied that if the
trucks we now possess were kept moving,
there would not be a vet'y great shortage
ill that directioll.
An HONORABLE MEMBEIl.-How can you
keep them moving ~
Mr. HALL.--.By seeing that they are
unloaded promptly at the sea-board. The
storage of water in the northern areas is
another· question that deserves consicleration, and very earnest consideration indeed. I know of splendid storage
accommodation which could be maoe use
of at a comparatively small cost, alld
where the water which runs away to
waste during the 'winter and the spring
could be stored and conveyed to where it
is wanted during the other parts of the
ycar. In my own electorate there is a
traet of country S,Hue 40 miles across
between Broken River and the Murray,
whioh in the years 1868 and 1869· was
absolutely without water, and which at

that time supported nothing else but a
few sheep, which either had to be removed
or which perished by an utter failure in
the water supply. There are now hundreds of homes in that part of the country,
and that has all been rendered possible by
the system of water conservation. 'Ve,
however, areonly able to run the waterdown
the channels when we have had a good supply during the winter and spring. "Ve have
several storage basins in that part of the
State which, with reasonable expenditureJ
would holo almost all the water that now
runs to waste. They could be drawlb
upon during the dry season, to the im.mense benefit of hundreds of families-.:.
settled in that region. Honorable membel'S must know the extreme hardship of
having to rely on stagnant waters, and if'
we can see a means of conserving the
water running to waste in the winter, and
sending it down the channels in the snmmer, we should not neglect ~o make the
most of our opportunities. This question
of. water conservation is one which muat
recei ve the earnest consideration of the
Government and this House. I am v.ery
.' glad to observe that provision is to b\'l
made for settling trade disputes. Vel'Y
serious losses are involved upon both
employers and employes by allowing
trade dispntes to go to the extreme, and I
hope there will be no delay in passing
this legislation, so that a method may
be provided for arriving at a settlement
which may be agreeable to both parties.
I know the time is now late, and I had:
indeed really given up my intentioll of'
saying anything at all in this debate, but"
I regard it as only dne to myself and my·
constituents, seeillg that I have been sent
here with a free hand, that I should say a
few words on the leading questions before·
the House, and also avail myself of the'
opportUl~ity of introducillg myself to m,y"
fellow members.
Mr. METHVEN.-I think the honorable member who has just resumed his
seat is to be congratulated Ilpon the
practical way in which he put his vie\"\'s
before the House. As for myself, I do
not iutend to say very much in reference
to the Lientenant-Governor's speech. I
only wish to make a few observations in
regard to the administration of one or two
of the departments, 'l'he Governrnent are
to be felicitated llpon the excellent bill of
fare they have put before Parliament. I
am perfectly certain that there is no intention to give effect to the whole of thn,t
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programme during the present session. wood merchants, there would have been
The leading part of the programme is, of hundreds of trucks available for the wheat
course, this celebrated convent.ion.
I traffic. One drawback that. certainly rehave no doubt that the Government them- quires remedying before the next grain
selves would be pleased indeed if they season is the primitive method ill which
could shirk this altogether,. but they have the trncks are unloaded at the ship's side.
been driven into the position by the press, It requires seven or eight men to get a
and they have to see the matter through. bag of wheat out of a truck into the ship's
It is rather humiliating for honorable hold. Firs'·, there .is the mnn in the
members, who were only a few months truck, who hands out the bag of wheat;
ago returned by t.heir constituents to do then the man who carries it to the scales,
the business of the country, to be told where it is weighed by another man.
now that they are not capable of dealing Afterwards the bag is carried by a fourth
with a measure for effecting the reforms man to the slings, ·where a fifth man
required under our new set of circum- stands waiting to adjust the slings when
stances, but that they mllst delegate this they are fnll. When the wheat gets down
duty to sOllle body outside of Parliament the hold of the vessel, there is a man there
altogether. That that should be so is not to carry it to where it is required to be
at all creditable either to this Honse or placed, and another man looking on giving
another place. However, the question of him directions. I n addition to . all this,
the convention will be brought before there is the. man who works the dOllkeyllS
at a later stage, and we Gan engine. It is high time that this primitive
. all then express om opinions for or against system was abolished. It is absurd to
it. One matter I am very pleased to see blame the Harbor 'l'rust for the absence
that the Government intend to deal with of propel' a.ccommodation at the railway
.is the question of increasing the municipal piers at 'Villin.mstown and Port Melbourne.
endowmeut. This is a matter in respect The honorable member for Anglesey has
to \\' hich I consider the Turner Govern·. held the Harbor TrLlst answerable for the
ment committtd a gross injustice to the absence of propel' accommodation for the
country. 'I'hey reduced the endowment shipping at the piers. I am sorry
from a total of a little over £400,000 the honorablq member has not made
down to .£100,000.
'Ve all know that himself thoroughly acquainted with this
that £400,000 was spent in labour, and subject. Had he done so he would not
that it gave employment· to 'people have blamed the trust. ·Unfortunately,
throughout the length and breadth of the there is a divided authority with regard
,State in making roads which had to be to the piers: some of them being under
provided in districts where it was the control of the Harbor Trust, and
. almost impossible to construct rail- others under the control of the GovernwaYs.
The action of the Turner ment. The trust receives a portion of the
GO~Ternment inflicted a, great hardship harbor dues, but if it obtained possession
upon the workiug classes of Victoria. of the full amount it could keep the piers
Complaints have frequently been made at the port of Melbourne in proper repair.
regarding the management of the rail- The trust has on more than one occasion
ways: and deputations have waited on the brought under the notice of the GovernMinister and informed him. of the very ment the want of better berthingaccomunsatisfactory state of affairs. The block modation at the Port Melbourne and
in the l\'heat traffic has been attributed ·Williamstown Hailway Piers, and conby the officers of the department to the ferences have been held between the
insufficiency of trucks, but it is 1l0t alto- trust and the Minister for Hail ways about
gether the want of trucks that is respon- the matter. At the· instance of the
sible for the block. It is owing largely Railway department, Parliament last year
to the way in which the trucks are passed a Bill authorizing the construction
handled by the department. Instead of of a line of rail way from 'Voomelang to
the trucks being promptly unloaded when Mildura. I have had an opportunit.y of
they reach ·Williamstown they are allowed travelling over some of the count.ry that
to remain there with the grain in them line is to pass through, and I have no
for a number of days, being used by the hesi tation in saying that the making
grain speculators for storage purposes. of a line ill such a place was
If demurrage had been charged on these 011e of the greatest mistakes ever made
trucks, the same as is charged to the by the House. It will be impossible to
Mr. lIfethven.
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keep the line open for traffic unless it is
roofed over in places, because of the encroachments that the drifting sand makes
on the line. rl'ho whole coulltry is Oll the
move, as it is largely composed of drifting
sands, \V hich "only require a little breeze
to put them in motion.
Mr. McBRIDE.-That applies to any
Mildul'a extension.
Mr. METHVEN.-Another thing about
this _Mildura line is that t.here is nothing
at its termiuation in the way of traffic
that will make the railway pay. All the
fruit grown at Mildura, at any rate for
many years, can be brought to Melbourne
in a few train loads, and it is well known
that the heavy wool traffic coming down
the Darling Hivel' will never come to
Melbourne over the rail way, but
will still go oither up stream to
Ecl1l1ca or down stream to Murray Bridge.
The Mildura mil way will never bo
able to compete successfully "'it-h the
cheap water carriage of the Murray and
Darling steamers. J am sorry that the
1\1 inister of Public 'Vorles has not a seat
in the House, because I particularly
wished to bring ullder his notice several
matters pertaining to his department.
In passing, I may say that a blunper has
been made in appointing an hono-rable
gentleman in another place as Minister of
Public 'W orks. Tho gentleman holding
that office should have a seat in the Legislative Assembly, because he ad-'l1inisters a
very important department of State,
and he should be in this chamber to reply
to any critiaisms that might be made
upon his administratioll.
It is never
satisfactory to have such replies made by
a deputy. I wish, however, to bring
under the notice of the Government the
drainage at Koo-wee-rupalld .Moe
Swamps. I have received a number of
-letters from men ,vho took up holdings in
those swamps, Eayil1g that it was only
last week they were in fears of being
-subjected to another severe flood, and
rendered houselcss. Deputations after
deputations have waited on the Government in reference to this matter, but the
only reply that these struggling people
could obtain was that the Government
would ccmsider the matter and see if
something coul'd be done to assist them.
The snbject has been brollght very
forcibly before the public by the Age, .and
it is to be regretted that no action has yot
been taken by lhe GoYel'l1ment t9 prevent
the flood waters encroac.hing01~,.,tJle hornes

of these poor settlers, who have been
flooded out year nfter year, and made to
suffer loss \\' hich they could ill afford to
bear. I was [nnch surprised to see the
remarks that have been made by some of
those who are in authority in connexion
with this matter. I will read a paragraph
~'hich recently appeared in the Herald
relating to this subject. It sayf'l : It is altogether unfair, the Inspector· General
of Public "Yorks states, to blame Mr. Ca,tani
because the Moe and Koo-wee-rup drains have
been found unequal to big floods. Mr. Catani,
he says, has been only carrying out <], scheme
for which he is net responsible-cL scheme under
which it was never intended that such big
floeds sheuld be ceped with. It weuld never
have paid, Mr. Davidsen explains, te have
made drains t.o carry oft· such a rainfall as waS
experienced this week.
Mr. Graham and
Mr. Taverner, M's.L.A., both cx-l\1inisters of
Public'Vorks, bear .out the statement of the
Inspector-General of Public 'Vorks that it was
never intended that peeple should build houses
on the reclaimed land that has been inundated
~Lt Moe.
The idea was that the houses should
be built a mile or so oft' en the uplands by the
reclaimed block-holders.
Mr. Graham gees
further, and says that when M.inister, last
year, he warned people then on the swamp
lands to go up inte the hills. Mr. Graham
declares that settlers who built homes on the
SW~l1lP lands took the risks .of fleeds with
their eyes .open, and that it is now unfair to
blame the Gevernment, and it is absurd to
bla.me Mr. Catalli, whe merely carried .out his
.orders.

Mr. GRAHAlIr.--rrhat is quite right.
Mr. METHVEN.-I can only tell the
HOllse that neither Mr. Graham nor Mr.
Taverner, both of whom are ex-Ministers
of Public 'Vorks, understand the condition
of the village settlers. The men were
given twenty·acre Llocks at these swamps
under certain conditions, one of which
was that they were to -reside upon the
holding aud to 1ring their wi ves and
families there. If they were not prepared to reside on the lanel they were not
allowed to retain pos~ession of it.
Mr. GRAHAlII.-The paragraph you refer
to has reference to Moe Swamp, and what
you are now alluding to has reference to
Koo-wee-rup Swamp.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN. ~There is no difference
between the two places. The Government placed the lllen there, and made
ad vances of money to them, and,
in fact, directed them to build their
houses ill the swamp, and yet the Government now tells t.hem that they should have
built a mile away on the uplands. That
was adding insult to injury. Last week I
received a letter whieh I intended to bring
before the House, had it not adjourned
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owing to the death of one of its respect.ed
members. The lettel' was signed by a
nnmber of the settlers, and I will now
read it.
Bnnyip South, 18 I 6 I 01.
To D: Methven, ·Esq., M.L.A.
Sir,-·'Ve theunclersigned se!:.tlers respectfully
beg that you will grant us your valuable assist·
ance, and bring under notice of the House the
fact that at the present time, owing to the recent
rains, our holdings are again flooded, the ad·
jacent drains being unable to carry the water.
The settlers on the Yannathon have now 18
inches of water on their holdings. Messrs. Rus·
sell and Siocbottom haye been compelled to
leave. Mrs. Temby, who is confined to bed Ly
sickness, has over 18 inches of water right up
to the house. The No.7 pa.rish 'boundary, and
all drains south of main drain are running over
the banks. The bulk of the water is not yet
down. The main drain is rising fast. Another
disastrous flood is almost a certainty.

Surely it is not asking th~ Minister of
Public Works too much to discontinue
making promises to tak0 tho matter into
consideration. It is time that something
definite was done. The Goyernment sold
this land under false pretences.
fl'he
settlers were gi ven to understand that the
land would be properly drained.
~1r. DUGGAN.-But there was a phenomenal rainfall, and that caused the
flooding of the land.
Mr. ME11HVEN.-lf the officers of the
Public "Vorks department had lmowll
their business they would have made provision for a phenomenal rainfall. I have
here a letter £1'001 a gentleman living at
Lamplongh, in which he saysLamplongh, June 17, ]901.
Dear Sir,--I beg to address a few lines to
you. I wish you to do me a favour if not any
trouble. I luwe a block of land on the Koowec·rup Swamp, hlock 168, Section 0, on the
Little Yannathon. It is impossible for me to
do anything with it for the next two or three
ye:trs, and as t.hat is too long to wait, I beg you
to see the Honorahle the Minister for .Lands
and ask him to refund me the deposit that I
paid on it. My wife and family are living
anyhow this last twelve months. I could not
get on this block to hnild 011 it. I believe you
ha,-e a block adjoining me. If so you know
what it is. If I get my depo~it back I intend
to buy a small block somewhere in Gippsland.
My little bit of capital is being frittered away
running after this block. It goes against the
grain for me to throw it np, but there is nothing else for me to do, and I cannot afford to
lose my deposit. Thirty.five pounds are not so
easily gr,t nowadays. Trusting that you will
oblige. Yours faithfully,
ALBERT DUVANEL.

Surely it is not asking too m nclt for
tho Government to eOllcedc to the
request, made 1Il that le~ter.
I
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think this state of things should not be
allowed to go on very much longer.
The
Moe Swamp is in exactly the same position,
and the village settlers placed there by
the Government were washed ont by the
last flood a few months ago.' 'Ve are told
by the Agl'icultnra.l department that it
is intended to appoint an agricultural
director.
From my know ledge of the
departments, I believe we have j Ufolt as
many experts as we have any nse for. I
do not know whether there is any man
marked out for this position. 'rVe have a
sufficient n urn bel' of experts in the
department to do all that is necessary in the interests of the public.
"Ve have tobacco experts, wille
experts, and dairy experts, and experts
appointed at two guineas a day to
go about the country and instrllct the
people how to milk their cows and keep
their dairies clean. Those 'experts seem
to have a considerable fl1l10Ullt of time
available for other than their official
duties. Is the director of agricultt.~re to
direct the Minister, Ol' simply to direct
those under the Minister? Vi{ e are also
to have two dairy inspectors, and I
believe it is intended to send these two
gentlemen rOllnd the country to inspect
every s\led where even half-a-dozen cows
are milked, to see that the cows are clean,
and that the sheds are in a sanitary condition.' The experts we have, especially
in the Agt'icultural department, ought to
be given an opportunity, not only of
travelling throughout Australia, but
throughout Europe and other countries,
so that they might acquaint themselves
with the methods adopted in those
Onr Blen should be sent
countries.
abroad, so that they might learn by actual
observH,tion what is going on, and
obtain the latest information possible.
VVe have an excellent man
in Mr. Pearson, of the Agricultural
department.
Surely it wonld !lot be
asking too much that he should be
allowed six months' leave of absence to
travel all over the world to gain the latest
information possible, and to return and
give ns the benefit of it.
The best men
that we have are, unfortunately, stuck up
on stools all day in thei.r offices signing
papers, and yet they are expected to be
up-to-date. \Vith regard to the Mining
department, there is an excellent opportunity for the Minister of Mines to bring
hirns~lf to the front il1 more ways than
one. There is only one thing I would like
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to say, and that is with regard to leasing
land to mining speculators. I move about
the country a good deal, and I find differenh parts where large tractf:! are pegged
off, and held under mining leases, while
not a pick or shovel has ever been put
into the land.
How it is done I do
not know.
Thif:! land, in spite of
everybody, has been held for years
without any attempt having been made to
comply with the labour covenants. I
believe the innovation has been made by
the Minister for Mines of af:!king an obsolete mining board to go over the
length and breadth of the country
and to make themselves acquainted
with
those
who
are
complying
with the labour covenants and those
who are not. Surely the Minister can·not expect the members of the Mining
Board to do that. Railway extension in
parts of the country is an absolute necessity. In some parts that I have visited, it
is absolutely impossible for a shire council
to constrnct roads. ·We have beell trying for
years past to ind uce people to settle on the
back-blocks, and when we get them there,
we should endeavour to keep t hem there
by making roads or railways to enable them
to bring their prod uce to market. I know
cases where rail ways can be constructed
cheaper than roads.
There is one particular instance which I brought under
the notice of the Government during last
session. It is a line that had been promised
by Parliament many years before; the
promise was gi ven to me last session by
the Minister, when I moved an amendment on a motion brought up by the
Government, that if I would withdraw my
amendment the proposed rail way would
be submitted to the Railways Standing
Committee this session. I allude to the
proposed line from Traralgon through
Cllrragong, Blackwarry, and Calignee to
Bulga, and all along that rich part of the
country where people have been struggling for the last tWGnty years for an
existence. These people are not within
20 miles of a railway anywhere.
If
they are expected to use the land an effort
should be made to provide t.hem with
railway accommodation to enable them
to send their produce to market.
Mr. LA W"SON.-I recognise that the
Government is anxious to get 011 with the
business, and to have the Supplementary
Estimates passed. Therefore, I shall not
deli\·er the lengtby and eloqllent addrcs~)
t.hat I purposed to give the Honse earlin'

I

in the afternoon. I have been informed
by an experienced parliamentarian that
there is ver,}' little practical benefit to be
gained by the House or the country from
the debate on the address in reply. He
tells me that it serves one or two practical
purposes.; that in the first place. it
enables the Govcrnment. to gauge the
feelings of honorable members, and to
frame measures accordingly; and it
enables the Opposition to angle for discontent and d isaff'ection. ·Whether this
debate has been a Sllccess ·from these
points of view, I ·must leaye to more experienced members to judge. rrhera is
presented to us a very lengthy programme
of measures in His Excellency'S speech.·
No -honorable member expects that all
these measures will be passed into law in
one session. I would like to ask whether
we cannot improve our methods of COlld ncting the public business. I must take
this opportunity of protesting against
the manner in which the business of
the country \ms conducted at the end of
last session. I am sure it is not conducive
to good legislation, and we cannot give
mature considerat.ion to measures proposed
for our deliberation if we have to sit day
and night to consider them.
I do
earnestly hope that the great llum bel' of
measnres mentioned in the speech of the
Lieutenant-Governor will be introduced
to this Honse as early as possible so that
we will be able to attend to the business
with despatch, but not without deliberation, and will not be asked in the closing
hOllrs of the session to do three months'
work in about a fortnight.
I am exceeding glad to note during the debate that
the principle .of the Old-age Pensions Act
has not been in any way attacked. I
quite agree with those \\"ho have criticised the administration of this measure, but .I am p81~fectly prepared
to pass very lenient eellsure upon
the Treasurer in the very difficnlt position
in which he has been placed. ·While we
are in favour of the humane and Christian
principles which are embodi.ed in the Aot,
we must all admit that in framing a permanent measnre there are certain dangers
we must endeavour to guard against. 'Ve
must do all we can to check imposition
and prevent undesirable persons from
obtaining pensions. I think, also, that
there should be some local supenision
which might be secilred b'y having a local
eOll1mitteo appoilltod. As honorable member.:; are (lWarL', a great deal has beet! Stlid
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in regard to granting pensions to the
inmates of benevolent asylllrns, and many
startling revelations ha\'e boen made in
regard to the conduct of inmates who have
l'ecei vcd their pensions in Castlcmaille. I
do not think the fact that a person has
been in an asylum should debar him from
receiving a pensioll. If we ha\'e some
local supervision we will be able to
see that the mOlley of the State is
being spent in the most desirable way.
'Vhon a man' has received a pension and
isaftel'wards found to be living in a state
of destitution and squalor, is addicted to
intemperimcc, and is not capable of looking after himself, it would he a more
humane thing for the State to send that
man back to a bene\'olent asylum. I
think we want to frame a measure which
"'ill not discourage thrift. I do blame
the Government for passillg the £10
regulation, that is to say, the regula,tion
that states that if a man has £50 in cash
he ha'S to exhaust it down to £10 before
he can draw a penny. That is a direct
discouragement of thrift. The man who
has been thrifty amI careful gets practi-cally nothing, while a, man who may have
spent his substance in riotolls living, and
who may not have done much
service in building' up the State,
receives the full amount of pension.
I think that we should take some steps
also to see that the rising generation do
not lose their proper sense of filial responsibility. I want to bring under the notice
of the Premier a certain case to which
possibly my colleague alluded when
addressing the House on this subject. It
is said that a person who obtained a
pension in a certain towll-;-I shall not
11ame it-has a son in the public service receiving £500 a year. I know
that the son is receiving a good
salary.
His father had a pension
granted to him, but the son refused to contribute anything to his
father's support. That mnn's pension was
cancelled by t.heTreasurer, and I think
it has been cancelled without.justification.
If the father had not a well-to·do son his
pension would have gone on as usual, but
simply been,lIse his son is so ungrateful
and so unfilial as not to contribute to his
father's support, the father has to suffer
the loss of the pension. rrhe provision we
should make is that the Government should
be empowered to call on those who are
in a position to Stl pport their pal'en ts
to show cause 'why they should not do so
Mr. Lawson.
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or to show callse why they should not reimburse the State the amount of the pension
which was granted to their aged and poor
relati \'es. 1 had intended speaking at some
length on the subject of educational reform,
but as a number of other honorable members have already spoken on that subject., and as I shall have an opportunity
of dealing with it when the Minister of
Public Instruction introduces his proposed
Bill, I shall refrain from discussing the
question now.
W'ith regard to the question of prison and lunacy reform, I desire
to say that I am exceedingly' glad that
we are not going to have any more commissions to deal with those subjects.
Commissions do not, in my mind, do very
satisfactory work. 'Ve ought to have in
OUl' variOl.ls departments lllen sufficiently
abreast of the times-mel'l of learning and'
experience, who keep themselves up to
date in social science and the best
methods of treating prisoners and
lunatics--'-who would be able to give the
Ministerial head the benefit of t.he best
expert advice on those subjects without
[Jutting the country to the expense and
delay of appointing H.oyal commissions to
illqllire into the matter. I am exceedingly
sorry to notice in the speech that the
Goyernment intend to revert to the antiquated system of tolls. I sincerely trust
that they will. withdraw that proposal, and
that they will meet the desire of the
municipalities who have large main roads
running through their districts by making
them a special grant for the purpose of'
maintaining those roads. I am glad to
know that we have at the head of the
Mines department a man with a practical
knowledge of mining, and I am sure t.hat he
will have an ample opportunity of exhibiting his knowledge and ability when introducing the Amending Mines -Bill. I
sincerely trust that the difficult and perplexing question of the proper ventilation
of mines will be dealt with in a satisfactory
manner, so that those who have to work
underground may be able to do so in
thoroughly healthy conditions.
I am
glad to notice that the Government intend
to bring in an amendment of the Factories Act. I am SOlTY that it has been
found necessary to amend that Act; but,
when we see that the woollen mill
employers are able to flout the will of
the people and the will of Parliament by
blocking th.e wages board in connexion
with this particular trane, I think it is
time that some action should be taken.
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For the last six months, I believe, there find people with selections of 160 or 200
have been negotiations going on bet~\'cen acres of land, while not more than 20 or
the Minister of Labour and the woollen 30 acres of that area is cultivated. This
mill employers j and, as far as we can is a matter which the Government of the
ascertain, no sa,tisfactory arrangement has day will have to face. It is certainly a big
yet been arrived at. In a trade which problem, but in view of the large number
bas had the benefit of so much protection, of unemployed it is one that will have to
it is peculia,rly strange that.the employers be dealt with. There are. many decent
should seek by obstruction to deny to men who cannot find work, bnt who could
their workmen the extension of the prin- be made good farmers with a little iustruction. That could be given by apciples of the new protection.,
Mr. HENNESSY.-Like the honorable pointing instructors to educate them, and
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson), I thus euable them to become useful settlers
do not intend to address the House at on the soil. Another matter t.o which I
,any great length to-night, as I under- want to refer is the proposal to establish
Having been in the
stand the Go\'ornmcnt are anxious to wheat elevators.
have this debat'e closed. Thero are some wheat line myself for some time, I undermatters touched on by several speakers , stand something about the matter, and I
who have preceded me which 1 will pass hope the Government will not commit the
over; but there are one or two subjects that country to any gi'eat expenditure without
have not been mentioned during the thoroughly going into the question as to
debate, which I desire to allude to. First what benefit will arise from having
of all, I would like to say that I was elev,ators. I think it: \vould be suicidal
pleased to have an opportunity of visiting on the part of the State to entertain
the mallee during the recess, and I was the thought of having wheat elevators
also pleased and instructed by what I saw here. The export of wheat from Victhere. I was particularly gratified by the toria, is a mere handful compared with
almost unique spectacle of farmers re- that from the United States, and we
ceiving Ministers without asking for never know one year what the llext year's
anything. As a rule, it is 'understood that produce will be, owing to the fluctuation
the farmers are always in a state of com- of the seasons. 'Vo cannot compare with
plaining; bllt in this case t.he fanners America in \\' heat production, because
presented resolutions that were carried America has rivers nearly all over the
the evening' before expressing their continent. I would point out that they
grat.itude for what the Government had have no elevators in California, wbere the
done for them. Of course it is hardly sllrroundings and environments are much
right to give the Peacock Government all the same as here. Before committing the
the credit as far as the mallee is concerned, country to any great e,xpenditure in conbecause a portion of the credit is also due nexion with the erection of wheat
to the McLean Government, and, to mem- elevators, I certainly think the Governbers on all sides of the House. Mr. Best ment should be very careflll and guarded.
first took the matter in hand. Mr. Another matter of importance is the
McColl went one higher, and the present appointment of a new Commissioner of
Miuister of Lands and· the Peacock Rail ways. I understand that the GovernGovernment, \vent one better still. ",Ve ment and the House will soon have an
found the farmers in an excellent humour, opportunity of taking into considerabecause they had had some rain jl'..s\:' tion the question of appointing a
before, and the whole visit was very in- commISSIoner.
Now, I believe that
structive to a new member. The land we have men in our midst who
q~uesti0n is too l~rge to d well on at any
are capable of taking th~~t posit{on, and I
length at this hour; but in my opinion do not see why we should go out of the
the only solution for the tinemployed State to import a man if we have men
question is by making the land laws here, some of whom mav have risen from
more liberal, with a view of placing t.he the ranks, who are quite as able to conunemployed on small blocks of good land, d nct the rail ways of Victoria satisfactorily.
and, if necessary, advancing mouey to
doubt, however, that is a matter to
enable them to make a start. Both in which the Goyernment will give very
Ghina and Japan, and also in Ireland, men serious consideration. The House will
9.re found making a fair living on 20, or hav'e a. great deal to say on the whole queseven on 10 or 12 acres 9f land: Here \ye tion of the management. of the railways
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when the matter is brongIlt before it,
and especially with regan] to the respective duties of the commissioner and
the Minister of Railways. I think myself
that there should be some more respon~i
bility than there is at present, but
that will be a subject for future discussion.
I desire to bring before
the Honse a· matter which '- concerns
the rising generation of the State. I
refer to the Melbourne University, and
the way in which it has been starved for
the last eight or nine years. The University, in fact, is iu a deplorable state at
present through the want of funds, and I
would be glad if the Premier, at his
leisure, would come up there with me and
see the destitute state into which it has
been allowed to fall. vVhell the U niversity was fOllnded it was ehdowed with the
sum of £9,000 per annum. 'rhis sum
went on increasing to £17,000, but
since 1892 it has been cut dl)wn
by nearly 30 per cent. I think that,
now the prospects of the State are becomillg brighter, the University should certainly be supported more generously in the
future than it has been recently, and I
hope the Treasurer will see his way, wh'en
the Estimates are brought forward, to provide a more liberal allowance for the institution. \Ve find that when Professor
Gregory, who has been appointed to take
eharge of the geological school, and receives a handsome salary, was brought. out
here, to his great surprise he found that
there were no proper equipments at the
University-in fnct, that for the purposes
of geological instruction, no worse provision
could
exist.
If,
however,
we want to teach our young men,
both theoretically
and
practically,
it is necessary that the University
should be provided with' all the requisite
eq uipments and appliaIlces, instead of
being starved in those and other respects
as at present. I think als0 money would
be well spent in having a small freezing
chamber at the University, where inves~
tigations could be carried out with regard
to the foods which we are exporting from
the State in the shape of fruit and meat.
At a very small expenditure a freezing
chaniber could be provided, which would
he the means of affording much vall1able
information and instruction. Then the
library of the University is also starved.
There has IH)t been any money votedor, al least, only a very small amonntfor the library for the last eight
Mr. Hennessy.
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or nine years, and I trnst that
the Uovernmeut will see that some
further assistance is gi ven to this part of
the institution also. 1 will not detain the
House further to-night, except to say
that I am glad to congratulate the Premier, who is an old friend of mine, on
attaining the high and honorable position
which he now occupies. I can assure him,
as far as I am personally concerned-alld
I was glad to h-ear the I'eader of the OppoFlition speak in so mild a tone-that he
will receive a fair support from me. As regards the cOllvention proposal, of course
I have pledged myself to SUPPOl:t the Go- .
vernment, and I intend to do so. Speaking generally, I may say tlHtt on whichever
side of the House I may sit, I trust that
I shall HI ways vote in the direction of
doing the greatest good to the greatest
number.
Mr. MACKINNON.-It is with considerable reluctanoe that I rise to speak at this
late hour, for we are told that it is necessary that the Supplementary Estimates
should be passed, as the public creditor is
practically knocking at the door holding
his bill ready receipted in order to
receive his cheque. But if honorable
members will gi \"e me fi ve or six min utes'
indulgence, I think that I shall be able to
say all t.hat I intended. As to the Lielltenant-Governor's speech, my first idea
in regard to that is that it is a very long
docmment. It reminds me of a dish which
I believe is a favorite one of one of our
honorable members-l:lheep's head.
Sir JOHN McINl'YRE.-You mean a
haggis.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I believe there are
two favorite dishes, but the speech
resembles t.he one which I mentioned,
because of its being a mass of fine
and confused feeding. I hope \\'e shall soon
arrive at that state of affairs indicated
bv the honorable member for Castle~aine, when the measures mentioned in the
speech-many of them of great importance-will be in our hauds. I hope
we shall not be in the position we foulld
ourselves in last year, that of having
measures that we do not understand
rushed through at the end of the session.
Those of us who are lawyers have frequently been asked what is the meaning of the measures that we passed at the
end of last session;. and not a few of us
have had to confess that we were unable
to give the required information, so
rapid was the flight of these measures
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throllgh Parliament. In reg;1l'd to the
items mentioned in the LientenantGovernor's speech, I do not intend to
detain the House many moments.
I
would like, however, to make one or two
remarks on the question of the old-age
pensions, Lecanse that is a subject which
is frequently brought under the notice of
metropolitan members like myself; and
because the dissatisfaction with this
measure is not far to seek. In the first
place, it is due, I think, to the efforts which
had to be made by a conscientious 'rreasurer to preserve the rights of the State,
and keep its finances intact. It is also due,
I think, in some measure, to tho inequality
of the sentences, if I might use the word,
of the awards made by the magistrates.
In regard to tho awards, I think everybody
is prepared to admit that law is not an
absolutoly exact science. Anyone who has
an aeq uailltance with the law as it is administered in the police COl.1l'ts must have
al'ri ved at the conclnsion that the process
is vory different from weighing out pounds
of groceries over the counter. Yon cantlot get the proper exactness in the case of
these awards, and the extreme inequality
of sentences is one of the things which
agitates and disturbs all legal reformers.
I t is diffic.ult llot only to get rid of l he
element of personal equation in the
law, but also of the crudities of the
Ia w. We have nIl had experience of hard
cases.
These cases come before us
becallse of the unequal and unfair laws
that hayo been passeLi. 1-Vho are responsible'? 'Ve are res·pollsible. We led the
Treasnret' to propoll'nd and endeavour to
work out a, scheme without supplyillg him
with sufficient funds; we led him to
make experiments, and if anyone is to
blame, it is we who are responsible and who
should take the blame. Whatever cases
of hardship may htwe arisen ullder the
Old-age Pensions Act-and there is
always attention drawn to cases of hardship-we know that this meafHll'e has
added a yery large slim of happiness to the
lives of a Humber of Ilnfortunate people,
aud that this measure has brought to
many who are far stricken in years an
appreciable degree of comfort. There is
not one of 11S here, I am sure, who
grudges the good that the measure has
achieved, and I am sUl'e that all of us are
willing to put forth ollr best endeavours
to perfect it, and make it as statesmanlike
a measure as we possibly can. I will
only refer to one other matter, I ~egret
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that the Government whom I support has
not given us anyf\ll'ther indication of
their ,·iews with regard to the finallces of
this Stato. I suppose, however, that the
Lientenant-Governol"s speech is not the
plctco to go into details 011 this subject,
but I think that at the present jUlldure
of this State's history, something more
might have been indicated with respect
to our future in this connexion.
It is
perfectly trite that extreme caution in
dealing with the finanees of tho Stat.e will
be necessary, and that a very careful
financial policy mnst be followed until
Ollr revenue can be more accnrately
estimated.
1-Yo all
appreciate the
extr8111~ difficulty that the 'l'reasurer
has
to
face
during
the
next
few years.
The Lieutenant-Goveruor's
speech on tho face of it contemplates
several items of very heavy expenditnre.
The old-age pensions, fot' instance, at the
present
rate wonld rnn iuto some
£350,000. FederatIOn would cost at least
£125,000. Then there is a municipal
endowment of £50,000 a year for the next
thrE:e years, and the re-adjustment of the
public servicewill invol vc an other.f 25,000.
This makes a total of some £550,000.
In the face of that, I fail to see how we
call escape somewhat drastic treatment.
1-Ye shall have to face the posit.ion by
meaus of extra taxation, or by that other
method lmown as setting our honse in
order. During the debate several honorable members have drawn attention to the
fact that several of the newspapers h,w8
alluded to the futuro of this Houso as
that of a glorified municipal cOllllcil.
I rejoice to say that
I do not
think that that state of affairs can
possibly arise. I would remind honorable members, however, that history
of the Legislatures of the individn~l
states in the United States of America
has been one of shrivel, owing to the low
class of -politician who has been brought
to the front by the large party organizations of that country. Owing to their
degradation by this means, and owing
also in many cases to COITn ption, those
State Legislatures have lost grollud in the
estimation of the people of that great
republic. I do not think that that can
ever happen here, but at the same time
I think it is essential when going into any
large expenditure, that we should fully
consider our ways. I think fnrther, that
it is essential that we, as a Parliament.,
should begin at head-quarters; that we
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should stop every possible leakage, and to-morrow. I am doubtful, or811 if it is
show tho people that we are in earnest passed then, that I shall be able to submit
in endeavouring to adjust ourselves to it tel the Lieutenant·Governor to-morrow,
the new sct of circumstances that must as His Excellency has appointments ill the
arise. There are mallY directions ill which country. As honorable members know,
this aan be done. I do not wish to the Bill must obtain His Excellency's sigparticularize any items or to refer to such nature. Money is urgently wanted by
q nestiolls as the feeding and regaling of some of the big departments. The case
ourselves. I think it is beneath the dig. of the Railway department is a serious
nity of Parliament to refer to sncb things matter, and we cannot keep the employes
if we cun posaibly avoid it. Honorable there any longer out of their money. I
members will be able to sec for themsol "es regret that many honcrable members
the directions in which leakages have should be deprived of the opportunity of
taken pIa,ce, and I would ask the Govern- contributing their observations to this
ment to see that wo lead a simple life, debate, but 1. ha\'e to study the conlUOllldoc1 on democratic lines, and that wo venience of honorable members in another
do something to realize the denwcratic place, who hel.ve been waiting for the
aspirations, aims, and ideas worthy of a Supply Bill to be sent up to them. I
. free people.
do not know whether the other place
Mr. TOUTCHER. - I desire, Mr. has yet finished the debate on the
Speaker, to mo"Ve the adjournment of address in reply, but honorable inemthe debate.
bel'S there graciously informed me this
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-·On behalf of evening that if we could not send up the
the Governr11ent I would say that wo think Supply Bill to them to-night, they would
the debate should continue as it is early meet to-morrow to deal with it. The
yet . and it is absolutely necessary that it Printing.office, which should have been
shouJd be 'closed to-night. It has been paid on Thursday, cannot now be paid
pointed out to-night tha,t the creditor is until Friday. I know honorable mem
knocking at the door, and that as yet we bel'S have been very generous, bllt I would
are not in a position to answer him. ask them to extend their generosity by
Surely my honorable friend can go on like showing some consideration for the special
the last speaker, and give us his observa- circumstances in which we are placed.
tions on matters of interest without necesMr. MURRAY.-l had a two hours'
sarily taking up a great deal of time.
speech cal~efuny prepared.
Mr IRVINE.-I do not want to press
Mr.PEACOCK.-I know that many
the Gov~rnment to adjourn, but I should honorable members were p~epared to
like to point out that a considerable num- continue the debate on the address in
ber of members on our side (the opposi- reply, bn t I hope that' after hearing my
tion) desire te place certain matters before statement, they will see tha~ it would
the House, and the Government must . not be in the interests of the country
realize that they would be placed at a very that the debate should be adjourned.
Mr. LANGDON.-I would like to reply
great disadvantage in addressing the House
to-night. If there was any urgent neces- to certain remarks which have been
sity for closing the debate, I would not say made in regard to the handling of grain.
a single word more; but if this debate goes I. do· not want to debar the public
over until to·morrow, it need not last more creditor from being paid, but at the same
than fwo or three hours, and then the time this is an important matter.
Supplementary Estimates may go through I have given notice of a mot.ion for the
without difficulty. But if we are to deal appointment of a select committee to inwith the Supplementary Estimates to- quire into the block in the grain traffic,
night after all the honorable members who and if I got an assurance from the Premier
desire to speak have spoken, I am afraid that the . Government will to-morrow
we shall go on until the early hours of the night agree to the appointment of the committee, so that Mr. J. M. Sinclair, the
mor!1ing·.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I am placed in this expert of the Agricultural department,
unfortunate position, and I regret it ex- may be examined before he leave~ for
ceedingly-but it is due to the .regret- England. 1 can promise that I will
tn,ble incident of last Thursday and the occupy very little time in discussing the
proceedings of last evening-that I must motion for the adoption of the address in
have the Supply B~ll through both Houses reply.
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Mr. PEACOCK.-I shaH be glad to
accede to the request of the honorable
member for Korollg.
Dr. MALONEY.-I desired to say a few
words about the motion for the adjournment of the debate. If any honorable
member wishes to speak on the addrtss
in reply I think he should be given the
opportunity of doing so at a time of the
evening when he would be reported ill the
newspapers. I f honorable mem bel'S have to
make their speeches now, there is very
little chance of their being reported in
the press. Considering that the House
adjourued from January to June, it is
not asking too much from the Government to consent to the adjournment of the
debate nntil to-morrow.
rrhe. money
required to pay the public creditor should
have been passed long ago, and that that
was not done is the fault of the Government for not having called the House
together earlier.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I have no desire to
embarrass the Government, but I quite
agree with the honorable member who
has just spoken. It is only fair to those
members who wish to speak about the
Government programme that they should
be given proper 'opportunity of expressing
their views. There are a nnmber of
members desirous of speaking 011 the
address in reply. I myself am prepared
to make a speech of at lep,st an hour, and
I trust that the Government will yield
to the desire for the adjournment of the
debate.
Mr. MURRAY.-I think that there
can be be only one course-left to the House
after the explanation of the AttorneyGeneral and the Premier. This is not the
only opportunity that honorable members
will have to get rid of the speeches which
they desire to deliver.
I dare say
that the speeches, li.ke good wine, will
be all the better for keeping and maturing.
The honorable member for Ararat wishes
to speak on the f:lubject ot. the proposed
constitutional convention, but he will
have full opportunity of stating his objec. tions to that proposal when the Gove1'11ment bring in the Bill authorizing the
election of the convention-that is if
the Government has the courage to place
such a measure before the House. Honorable members will be consulting the
interests of the public servants-and
perhaps, looking to the future, thoy may
also be consulting their own illterest~-if
they consider it to be their paramount
Session 1901.-[15J
0

duty to dispose of the motion for the
adoption of the address in reply, and
also pass the Supplementary Estirilates
to-night. If that is done, the public
servauts will not suffer any incollvenience through baving to go without money
because the Government have not been able
to get authority from the House to pay
wh~~t is due to them.
The [notion for the adjournment of the
debate was, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. TOUTCHEH observE;!d that in view
of the lateness of the hour he would adopt
the suggestion inade by the honorable
member for Warrnambool, and reserve
his remarks concerning the Government.
proposals for a future oc~asion.
The motion for tho adoption of the
address in reply was agreed to.
'Mr PEACOCK movcclThat the address in reply be presented to
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor by the
Speaker and members of the House.

The motion was agreed to.
SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
Mr. PEACOCK presented a message·
from the Lieutenant-Governor transmitting the Supplementary Estimates of
Expenditure for the service of the year
1900-1901, and recommending that an
appropriation be made out of the consolida.ted revenue accordingly.
The House went into Committee of
Supply for the consideration of the
Supplementary Estimates.
On the vote @f £34,684 for the Chief
Secretary's department,
Mr. PEACOCK S~tid that he thought the·
better conrse would be for him to make a
short stat.ement with regard to the leading'
items, and why it was necessary for the
Government to ask honorable members to
pass the Supplementary Estimates that
night. The total sum asked for by the
Government was £486,035. That seemed
doubtless to be a large sum to ask for in
connexion with Supplementary Estimates.
But there had been some heavyexpenditure in connexion with railways, old-age
pensions, and the Oommonwealth celebrations which had not been anticipated
when the Treasurer's advance was fixed
at £200,000 for the current financial year.
The Treasurer's advance was for the
,purpose of paying items required by the
different departments during the course
of the year which were not foreseen at the
time the Appropriation Act was passed
by Parliament. The Treasurer's advance
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\\"<1,S exknlsted owing to the heavy expenditure he had alluded to, and it was necessary
to pass Supplementary Estimates so that
the Treasurer's advance might be recouped.
There was no doubt that, owing to the
greater expenses of the year, a larger
amonnt ollght to have been asked for.
for the Treasurer's advanee.

Mr. GILLIES.-J suppose, fiS usual, the
railway receipts have so far exceeded the
estimates as to be equal to about 60 per
cent.1
Mr. PEACOCK said that was true. The
amount appropriated by the old-age pension fund was £75,000, but for the reasons
already explained the Government had
continued to pay p(Jl)sions although the
fund had been exhausted, find was relying
{)n Parliament to indorse its action, and
now the sum paid amonnted to £135,000.
Therefore, £60,000 had to be taken out
of the Treasurer's advance to meet those
prtyments. The railway re\'enue had increased by £250,000, but to earn that
increased revenue an increased expenditure of £190,000 had been incurred.
Honorable members might be scared
at the hct that the docnment containing
the Supplementary Efltinmtes seemed to
be a very bulky one, but tbat \yas occasioned by the fact that since the Estimates
and the Appropriation Act were passed
last year, Parliament had passed a ReclassificcHion Act. The effect of that Act
was to cause considerable changes in the
position of the officers.
If honorable
members would turn to page 8 of tlul,t
document they would find an illustration
in point, for they would see there that
there had had to be a complete change
made in the original Estimates for the purpose of bringing out an increase of £10.
These Est.imates provided for an alteration in the original Estimates, and officers
received certain remuneration in lieu of
that already passed. That, as he said
before, had been rendered necessary by
the passing of the Reclassification
Act.
He
had
also
provided
on
those Estimates for all the classes of
officers not yet dealt with by the Public
Service Board, and who would be able to
receive the increased amounts authorized
to be pa,id by the Act. The \vhole of page
8, honorable members would see, was
required to brillg out this £10.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - Will an
effort not be made to classify the others
by August.
0

E.~ti/llate8.

Mr. PEACOCK said an effort would be
made, and thatmoney was provided on these
Estimates to carry out the prineiples of
the Heclassification Act passed last session.
It was only in cases that had recei vcd the
Governor's assent that tl1C money \\'()ulc1
be available to-morrow. Turning to page
32, honorable members would sec that
in the Defence department there ...vas to
be an alteration in the original estimates,
and the whole page was devoted to bringing out the sum of £1 as a consequence
of the reclassification.
The remaining
pages devoted to the Defence departm~nt were necessary to bring out a snm
of £4,000, also rendered necessary by the
reclassification. Honorable members w0uld
see in looking at the Estimates of the Public Works department that, although the
total was large, they eontaiued an item of
£100,000 ill connexioll with the Commonwealth celebrations. That was the sum
that Sir George Turrier thought should
be set apart for that purpose. rrhat was
a big undertaking 011 the part of the
Government, and despite the fact that
some little things went wrong, he thought
everyone would agree that this State had
played its part very credit:1bly in eOllllcx:on with those celebrations.
Mr. j1.h~l'HYEN.- Barring the catering at
Flemingtoll.
MI'. PEACOCK said t.hat he would bar
the catcrillg. He was pleased to be able
to tell hOllomble members that although
the Celebration:::; Committee got a number
of kicks-. Mr. Jm'INE.-Did yon say tips ~
Mr. PEACOCK said that he used the
word "kicks."
He was pleased to be
able to tell honorable mem bel'S tbt! t after
consultation with Mr. 'Vatson, who had
proved such a capable secretary, it was
now cenain t.hat the celebrations 'would
not cust more than £83,000. Honorable
members would al~o 'be pleased to lmow
that the Government had already sold
£6,000 worth (If the property used in the
decorations to sister States, and t bat a
furt.her sum of £3,000 was likely to be
received 011 the account.
Mr. McKENZlE.- 'Will that reduce the

£83,000 ~
Mr. PEACOCK said it would. He had
asked for a return from the Hailways
Comnlissioner as to the increased railway
receipts caused by the celebrations, and
had asked that the minimum amount
should be given. The return showed that
the Railways Commissioner estimated that
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£65,000 was the millimum amount
received. The federal authorities intimated that the increased revelllle in the
Postal department was £2,000, and in
the Customs department at least£15,000;
so t.hat honorable members would see
that the Sta~e had been pretty well
recouped the expenditure it had inourred in connexion with the opening of
Parliament and the visit of their Royal
Highnesses.
Mr. MUI1RAy.-It is a llew way of makiug money.
Mr. PEACOCK said it was. He might
say, further, that onr traders generally
had received increased benefit.s, and he was
pleased to be able to say that the foreign
ships of war that visited this port had spent
in the purchase of stores before leaving 110
less a sum than £20,000. He would just
like to call 'attention to some items in the
Estimates. 1\tking the Chief Secretary's
department, honorable members would see
one large item was the sum of £12,120for
the purchase of the property in Springstreet, formerly owned by Dr. Rudall. It
would be admitted that that amount
seemed large, but the Government was in
negotiation with the Federal Government,
and if the Federal Government, were dis_posed to purchase the building, the Vic- .
torian Government would make a good
profit 011 the transaction. In allY case it
,,,ould be leased to the Federal Government
on satisfactory terms. In the Educatioll
department there was an increased expenditure of £12,710, caused by an increase
in the number of scholars, and the larger
number of teachers that had consequently
to be engaged. In tbe Solicitor-General's
department, honorable members would
notice the comparatively large item of
£1,000 for temporary clerical assistance
in connexioll with the old-age pensions,
and £1,400 for bringing back superannuated police magistrates who were
recalled to duty in connexion with the
administration of the Old-age Pensions
Act. rrhen there was an item of £600
for travelling expenses in connexion with
the administration of the Act, so that the
amount which the administration of the
Act had cost the State was £3,000.
Honorable members would see that the
amount from the Treasurer's department
was £4~,330. This included £17,000 as
an allowance to the Raihvay department
for the carriage of grain at red ueed rates.
The Government decided some time since
that the rates should be red ueed, and the
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Hail ways Commissioner claimed this allowance on that account. There was a sum
of £2,900 for brokerage on the. 3 per cent.
debentures recently issued locally. Then
there was a sum of £5,000 to reimburse
the Hailway department for the carriage of
water to the Mallee to assist the distressed
farmers there. In the Defence department
there was u sum of £6,279, covering
three items of expenses in eonnexioll with
the Commonwealth celebrations in Sydney
ano. in Melbourne. Of that sum, £2,655
W,l.S for the celebration of the inauguratiun of the Common weal tIl at Sydney, and
the bulk of that went iuto the revenue of
the Railway department. rrhere was a
sum of £2,624 for expenses in connexion
with the reception of returned troops from
South Africa, and there was an item of
£1,000 for the carriage of troops from the
country districts to Melbourne.
Mr. SANGS'l'ER.-How much was expended in honouring the sailors who
returned from China ~
Mr. PEACOCK said he could not say.
Mr. SANGSTER. - I can; nothing.
Mr. PEACOCK said that in the Lands
department there was a sum of £1,600 for
planting and thinning in the State forests
in cOlluexion with the unemployed, and
he was pleased to be able to say that the
Minister of Mines had received communications from the officers that that work
was being well done, and that the product
of the men's labour was being disposed of.
The money was not being thrown away,
for it was giving employment to deserving
men; aud the work was reproductive,
because t he State 'fas getting paid for
the timber cut up. There was a sum of
£1,251 for loans to the farmers in connexion with the losses caused by the bush
fires this year.
Tha t would come back.
In the Public "Vorks department, there
was an item of £1,933 incurred in draping
the public buildings on the occasion of
the death of Her Majesty the Queen, and
in the erection of a platform in front of
Parlit),ment House for the proclamation of
His Majesty the King. It was only right
that he should call attention to the snm
of £6,200 which was expended in repairing Government HOllse and making it fit
in every respect for the reception of the
Governor-General and Their Royal Highnesses. The expense incurred ill connexion with the bubonic plague was
£1,400, and' there was a sum of
£4-,500 on the Estimates for the drives
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along the YalTa-bauk and Governmentdomain.
Tho sum of £3,800 was
spent early .in the year in decorating
the maiu hall in the Exhi bi ti011building.
That ball was then in a
disgraceful condition, and required redecorating. On the drainage works at
the Koo-wee-rup and Moe Swamps £1,600
had been spent, and in connexion with the
Mines and ·W:),ter Supply departn1ent
there was a sum of £1,000 incurred in
connexion with the Coliban works, and
£9,000 for the erection of a tower at
MalIl1sbury reservoir to preserve that
particular work in the inter.ests of the
people dependent on that scheme. There
was an item of £3,800 in conllexion with
the cyanide patent, but that would come
back to the State. He was pleased to
hear from the Minister that we should
shortly have all our money back, namely,
the sum of £20,000, paid in connexion
with the cyanide patent. A large pq)rtion
had already oome back, and the Minister
anticipated that aU the money would be
repaid, so that the amounts afterwards
received would be absolutely clea1" profit.
In the Health department, there was an
item of £400 for expenses incurred under
the Adulteration of ·Wine Act. rrhut. had
been spent in sending officers about the
country to get samples of wine for testing.
He mentioned lhese items with the desire
merely of giving· shortly and sllccint,ly the
reason why the Supplementary Estimates
formed such a comp~\fatively large document, and he thought now that the House
might very well pass them. A large portion of the money had been speat, and a
large portion of it was due, and he was
anxious that accounts in oonnexiOli with
the Rail way department, the Government
Printer's department, and the celebrations
should be paid not later than Friday.
Mr. IRVINE said the money would have
to be found, and indeed most of it had
been spent. vVas there any rule of parliamentary practice that required these
Estimates to be kept a profound secret
till the last moment ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-I do not know, really.
Mr. IRVINE said he saw a very large
expenditure set down for the Government Printer. If the work the Government Printer did was of no more
value than this docnment, his office
might be very well dispensed with.
He noticed one or two items about which
honorable members wonld like to have
some more definite explanation. For
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instance, there was the item of £12,OO()
for the purchase of buildings ill Springstreet, to be used as offices by the Federal
Goverument.
Mr. PEACOCK.-rrhat is fur the purchase
of Dr. Rudall's property which we arc to
1'e-se11 or rent to the Federal Government.
Mr. IHVINE said some explanation
might be given of the terms and arrangement made with the Federal Government
with respect to this propert.y.
Mr. PEACOCK.-1'he negotiations are·
not complete as to whether they will
purchase the building from ns or rent it.
Mr. IRVINE said he merely instaneed this as one of the items about
which honorable members might reasonably be expected to have some information.
With regard to the item of
£100,000 for festivities in connexion
with the Commonwealth celebrations, he
desired to take the opportunity of saying
-and he thought honorable members
would agree wit,h }:lim-that there was not
too much money spent on those festivities, a,n~ 'that the money }vas well spent
on the whole. He thought the Government deserved very considerable credit for
having conducted those festivities in a
way that did. honour to the State,
and
he considered it would be'
churlish for honorable members to reserve any expression of such an opinion.
As to the amount of £203,000 for the
Minister of Rail ways, he understood that
the bulk of that repre~ented an expenditure, as against \v hieh there was an
income amounting to 40 per cent. more
than the expenditure.
Mr. PEACocK.-Yes, the railway revenue
for this finallci~tl year, accordillg to the
accountant, will probably amonnt to
£3,300,000, which is the heaviest in the
history of the State.
:Mr. IHVINE said he did not desire to
delay the passage or the Estimates or to
throw any obstrllction ill the way of the Government getting them through that night.
Mr. BRO·WN remarked that the expense of preparing the Exhibition-building for the State Parliament did not
appear on the Supplementary Estimates.
In connexion with the rail way Estimates
he desired to mention that he was in-.
formed that there was an increase of
salary given to certain officers, and also
that bonuses were given to certain
officers in connexion with Mr. Mathieson's
trip to Europe. If any such bonuses were
given where did they appear ~
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lVIr. PEACOCK.-I could nc)t inform the
ihonorable member unless he gave notice
-of the question as I will have to mak~
.inquiry. That mnst have been dono
;before 've came into office.
Mr. BROW"N said the .matter was an
important one. Amongst the proposals
in the Liel.1tenant-Govel'1lor's speech was
·one to deal with the rail way question;
but apparently the Assembly was asked
to vote hundreds of thousands of pounds
:for railways without receiving any information as to how the money was being
·expended. It was certainly time a change
wm; brought about in this respect. He
was advised that bonuses bad been paid
all along the line in connexion with Mr.
Mathieson's visit to England, and if
that was so, bonorable members were entitled to have information with regard to
those bonuses.
He remembered some
,years ago-in the eighties-a gentleman
went home to England, who took
his own pen and ink, and the
.colony's cheque-book.
That gentleman
wrote cheques to the amount of £1,800,
ibut when the House wanted some explanation us to the expenrliture it could not
get it, nor could the Audit Commissioners
·obtain any information.
Some better
,system would have to be adopted in future
of affording information tc) the Assembly
.as to how the money voted for rail way matters was expended. However, on a fnture
occasion he would have an opportunity of
.entering more fullyinto this subject. He
trusted that in connexion with the new
.appointments that were going to be made
there would be an al teration in the
!system. In his opinion we had had
.enough of commissionerships.
They
had had the fullest .trial that any
generollS country could give them, and
he ventured to say the House would
demand at the hands of the Government of the day that some better system
should prevail in the future.
If bonuses
had bcen given the Honse was entitled to
know to whom they were given, and out
of what funds they had heen paid.
Mr. ,PEACOCK.-rrhere have been no
bonuses that I know of except any items
shown on the E:;;tima,tes.
Mr. BROWN· said the Premier did not
know and the House did not know. The
Assembly had simply to vote mOrley blindly
to the rail ways. Some closer and better
check was required on rail way expenditure
than could. he given under the present
system.
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Mr. MURRAY remarked that the subject of bonuses suggested a l'eference to
the visit of the late Comn:lissioner of Railways (Mr. Mathieson) to Europe and
AIl,1erica. ·When Mr. Mathieson went on
that trip, did he go on the business of the
country, or was he taking lea ve of absence
and going for his own pleasure, or, was
the trip a combination of bot.h business
and }Jleasure 1 A fnrther question was, at
whose expense was the trip 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-That was done by t.he
late Government, and Mr. Mathieson was
back before we got into power.
Mr. Iv1 URRAY said he would like to
know w hat the total cost; of t.he trip was,
and how the money was expeuded. It
seemed to him that the country was
going t(' deriye no benefit from that
trip, nor from- the expenditure in
connexion with it. They expected from
Mr. Mathieson, before he left Victoria, a
repol:t on the management of rail ways and
other matters that would have been of
some value to the State. No sooner, however, did he return from his. trip than he
entered into another engagement, and
left this State without making a report,
he (Mr. Murray) believed, of any kind
whatever. It would thus appear that the
cost of Mr. Mathieson's trip to Europe and
America was absolutely thrown away, and
that Victoria derived no information
whatever as the result. of the trip. Of
course, if Mr. Mathieson travelled at his
own expense entirely, then no exception
could be taken, but if be travelled at the
expense· of the country-drawing also, of
course, his high salary at the time-then
the country, in plain English, had been
swindled out of the money. There was
no other word that could be applied. Mr.
Ma,thieson had a duty to perform to the
State which he neglected.
Mr. PEACOCK.-You must remember
that that all occurred during the last
Parliament. Mr. Mathieson was back
before the dissolution.
Mr. MURRAY said that, of course, Mr.
Mathieson was gi ven time to prepare his
report, but it was expected that a report
would be received from him. It would
appear, however, that the expenditure in
cOlll?-exioll with that gentleman'S visit to
Europe and America had been mouey
simply wasted.
Mr. METHVEN remarked that surely
the Treasurer did not expeot to rush
these Estimates through to-night. Every
honorable member wanted to get home.
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also wished to maintain his right to disMr. PEAcocK.-I want you to get home,
too.
cuss these Estimates. The documents in
Mr. METHVEN said there was a lot connexion with the Estimates should have
of debatable matter in the Estimates.
been circulated earlier. He wished to call
Mr. PEACOcK.-None at all.
1'he attention to one item in the Estimates of
money has been spent or is due to the Railway department. It ,,:as in conemployes. Yon dOli't want to keep some nexion with the man Clarke, who was
of the warders at Pentridge out of their injured in the Fairfield railway accident.
pay on Friday morning. You will have There was no apparent injnry, but the
plenty of time to discuss all· these matters man was unable to ,york, and the
on the ordinary Estimates.
four doctors who had had to do
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired with the case, were evenly divided in
to point out that there were several con- opinion as to the exten t of inj llry this untentions matters in the Estimates. As'for fortunate man had sustained.
The railthe statement that if the pu 11ic creditor way authorities had dealt reasOlJably in
was not paid, he would probably look to hon- the matter, and the man had received a
orable members who delayed the payment, certain amount of money, but the amount
he (1fr. Prendergast) would point out that he had received was not sufficient', and
the Estimat es lleed nqt have been delayed this man and his wife and fatnily were
so long, because the meeting of Parliament now starving.
need not have been put off till the last
Mr. 'l'RENWI'fH stated that Clarke's
moment. However, if a favourabl~ oppor- matter had not yet been finally dealt with.
tunity was promised for the discllssioll of
Mr. GILLIES remarked that the reason
all contentious matters, he wonld not
attempt to delay the passage of the why so much discussion had enslled upon
Estimates .that night. There were certain the Supplementary Estimates was no doubt
mn,tters in connexion with the Railway because they were this year enormously
department, the Public Library, and the large, due to two. r.ircumstances. which
were patent on the face of them. One
police whieh he desired to discuss.
Mr. PEAcocK.-There will be plenty of cause was the increased working eXI-'enses.
opportunity to discuss those matters on of the Railway departmellt., an item
amoullting to £190,000. The railway rethe ordinary Estimates.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the ordinary venue had increased by a, quarter of a milEstimates would not come on until about lioll; but the cost of earning that quarter of
. a million had been £190,000. He would
September.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that when the not say that that proportion of workBndget was delivered honorable members ing expenses to reven ne was not larger
would have an opportnnity of going into than usual; but it was obvious that the
amonnt must be p:lid. III fact, the money
every matter connected with finance.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'r. - 'When will the must have already been paid, because
revenue could not be earned by the railBudget be delivered ~
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that. he could ways\yithout the working expenses being
not state definitely when the Bndget concurrently met by the Treasury;
would be delivered, as there were a good especially when it was necessary to find
many points to be gone into, especially in money for the wages of the workmen,
connexion with the revenue the State was who had not large banking act;lonnts as a
likely to receive from the Federal Govern- standby. rl'he item of £100,000 for the
ment. However, on these Estimates the celebrations was eq ually pressing. These
Government were only asking for moneys Sllms made up, practically, £300,000 ont
due up to the end of the present month. of the £400,000 odd in the Estimates. If,
Revenue was appropriftted to the 30th however, there were any items in the
June in the ordinary Estitnates, but at the Estimates .which the Government were
. end of next month, if he was not able to not absolutely committed to pay, and
deliver the nudget statement in the mean- . which involved any question of principle,
time, he would have to ask for further the Government might consider the
supplies in ordei' to pay the public ser- advisableness of withdrawing them for
the present.
vice salaries up to the 31st July.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that there
:Mr. METHVEN.- VVe have not had the
were one or two items in these Estimates chance of seeing whether. there are any
upon which he wished to speak, and he items of that character.
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Mr. GILLIES said that he had ghl,llCed
through the Estimates, and he was satisfied. Although he was not prepared to
say that every individual item was
unquestionable, he was quite prepared to
leave the matter to the Treasurer. Honorable members would not be showing
themselves as friends to the community
or to the creditors of the Government if
they stood in the way of these claims
being paid at the end of the month. The
Treasurer must ~llake his financial statement during the month, and
could
then deal with some of the questions
invol ved in the Snpplementary Estimates.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that if
all these items were passed, it wonld mean
that certain expenditure would be commenced for the next year before honorable
members had an opportunity of expressing
an opinion as to the principle of that
expenditure.
There were several items
which he thought belonged to the next
yea,r.
It was, of conrse, ne~essary that
the public creditor should get hiA money
as soon as possible. 'Vith regard to the
amount for the celebrations, he nnder.
stood that there would be a balance left
oyer, and he thought that the police were
entitled to receive something from that
in retlll'n for the extra services they
had performed during the celebrations.
Another matter was the question of the
drainage of the Koo-wee-rnp Swamp.
That called for immediate attention. A
minute inquiry. by people unconnected
with the Pnblic Works department should
be instituted.
It seemed to be coercing
the House to put forward this demand for
the immediate passing of the Supplementary Estimates.
Lt.-Col. REA Y said that certain provision which should hase been made in
these Estimates had not been made. His
objection to them, consequently, was not
that the Estimates were too large, but
that they were too small. Under an Act
passed last session .n, number of civil
servants were entitled to a higher rate of
pay. One whole page of these Estimates
was devoted to a sum of about .£10, and
not even a Philadelphia lawyer would be
able to understand it. The Estimates
did not seem to touch in any way the
additional payments that had been
anthorized by the Act to which he had
alluded. The head of the Government
rnust recognise that a long time had
elapsed without the Act of Parliament

he
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being given effect to. A number of
warders, for instance, were erititled under
the Act to higher rates of wages than they
were now receiving, and provision should
be made for them on these Supplementary Estimates. He was not talking
about t.he cases of. highly-paid public
servnnts to whom the paymentof the increments might merely mean an extension of
their banking account, but of small struggling men who found it extremely difficult
to make ends meet on their present
remnneration. He would ask the Premier to explain fully why the House was
not now being asked to make provision
for carryillg out the Act of Parliament of
last session.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that it must.
be clear to honorable members that the
Government had given every evidence of
their intention to carry out the reclassification proyided for in the Act referred to~
The Goyernment, however, could not do·
impossibilities.
One of the difficulties
which the Government had experienced
was that very much of their time had
been taken up in dealing with the
grievances of individual public servants
ill connexion with the Reclassification
Act, and in dealing with certain
underlying principles of that Act ..
About 1,600 appeals had
to bedealt with.
Some of the individual
officers had lodged as many as 30
different appeals against their fellows,
claiming to be entitled to positions under
that Act, and honorable members would
nnderstand that some time woald be
required to deal wit.h these matters. On
account of this unfortnnate delay, he
had asked the Public Service Board tosupply him with certificates ill the case of
officers against whom no appeals had
been lodged. He had received those·
certificates, and he had had the matters
pu t t.hrough. 'Wi th regard to the officers.
against whom appeals had been lodged,.
the appeals had been gone on with. He·
had asked the board to push on with them
as quickly as possible. He understood
that one cause of the delay was that there
was a right of appeal from the reCOffimelldationofthe Public Service Board to the
Governor in Council. He could not speak
of allY individual case, but it was his
understanding that these undisputed cases
were provided for in these Supplementary
Estimates. An Act of Pa.rlinment~had
been passed, giving the public sen:ants
certain rights and privileges, and that Act
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would have to be carried ont., and the
public servants would be sure to get all
that they were entitled to.
Lt.-Col. REA Y observed that with
regard to the certificates which the
l?remier stated he had ordered to be
included in these Supplementary Estimates, he (Lt.-Col. Reay) was unable
to discover that they were included.
There was a difference of £10, and he did
not think that £10 represented what was
required.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that there
was not a sum of £10, but of £419,
in connexion with the penal establishments and gaols.
That had been
rendered necessary owing to the passage
. of the Public Service Reclassification
Act.
'l'hat was the. amonnt that had
been supplied by the accountant of that
branch, aud he thought that the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs
(Lt.-Col. Reay) would find that it 'vas
all right.
Mr. TR.ENWI'I'H observed that no
man could lose a penny. A man might
not get his money as quicklY as he would
like, but that he would get it there could
be no doubt.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS said he desired
to ask the Premier if it was proposed to
continue the payment of old-age pensions
after the end of the mOllth, although the
Act expired then.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; that will be all
right.
Mr. J. xV. BILLSON observed that he
'was unable to grasp the whole of these
items through not having been given a
reasonable opportunity of going through
them. He wished to know if provision had been made for the payment
of overtime to those who had worked overtime during the recent celebrations.
He
,also desired to know how it ,,'as that the
:higher offioers in the various departments
had received their increases of salary,
while the lower-paid men had not obtained any increment, and from present
appearances it would be a \Tery long time
before they did. so.
Mr. PEACOCK said that with regard to
the overtime, he had asked the Rail way
department and other departments for a
return showing what had been paid to
the men on account of overtime, and
what overtime there had been in those
cases where no payment had been made,
so that the Cabinet might consider the
matter.
.As to the higher-paid officers

receiving increases of salary, he had asked
the Public Service Board to send in the
lists of those against whom no appeal hud
been lodged in respect of their promotion,
and who were entitled by the Public
Servico Reclassiilcation Act to receive it
since the 22nd of December. The bnlk
of the promotions tmthorized so far had
been in the higher classes of the service,
and consequently those officers had received the benefits attaching to their promotion. .The great bulk of the appeals in
rega'rd to promotion were in the fourth
and fifth classes, and Ul~til those appeals
had been dealt with by the Public Service
Board, and that body had furnished him
with its certificates, he could do nothing .
The money was provided on these Estimates for promotions that ,,",ould be made
when the certificates were forthcoming.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON.- Some of the
promotions were made before there was
any time to lodge an appeal, and the intending appellants were told that it was
too late to appeal, because the promotions
had been gazetted.
Mr. PEACOCK.-If t.he honorable member will bring the matter under my notice,
I will inquire into it.
The vote was agreed to, as were also the
remaining votes.
The resolutions were reported to t.he
House, and ad0ptec1.
vVAYS AND MEANS.
The House having resolved into Committee of vVays and Me~ns,
Mr. PEAOOCK movedThat towards making good the supply granted
to His Majesty for the service of the year 19001901, the snm of £486,O~5 be granted out of the
consolidated revenue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.1).
The resolution passed in Committee of
Ways and Mealis was considered and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr Peacock
and Sir Samuel Gillott to introduce a Bill
to carry out the resolution,
.
Mr. PEACOCK brought up a Bill "to
apply out of the consolidated revenue the
sum of £486,035 to the service of the year
1900 and 1901," and moved that it be
read a first time.
The motion was agreed to.
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The Bill was then read a first time, and
was afterwards passed through its remaining stages.
LOCAL GOVEH.NMENT CO.YIMISSION.
Mr. METHVEN called attention to the
fact that there was a commission sitting
in connexion with the Local Government
Act, and it was unable to find a room in
the building in which to hold its meetings.
For the last three or fonl' months that
.commission had been unable to hold
meetings, but it was now desirous of
bringing its work to a conclusion. He
also wished to draw the attention of the
Premier to the fact that some members of
the commission had tendered their resignation; and it would be advisable if tho
Govermnellt were to fill the vacancies
caused by the retirement of those gentlemen.
~1r. PEA COOK said tha,t be was sure
the Spertker would find a room in which
the commission could hold its meetings,
and that the Government would consider
the question of filling the vacancies on
that body.
The SPEAKER.-I will endeavour to
do what I can to find a suitable meeting
place for the commission. But at the
same time I wish to tell the House that
it is quite an innovation for commissions
such as the honorable member has referred
to to hold meetings 'within the precincts
of the House. 1 have, however, allotted
a very large comfortable room for the
·use of Royal commissions, as J understand that those bodies have agreed to
meet on separate days.
DEPUTATIONS OF RAIL\VAY
EMPLOYES.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired
to correct a misconception which had
arisen in 'connexion with an answer by
the Minister of Rail ways to a question
asked by him (Mr. Prendergast). The
Minister, in stating that those who were
not railway employes were not permitted
to wait upon the RailwaYd Commissioner
in reference to grieval~ces of the employes,
made allusion to the procedure in connexion with the rL'rades Hall ;COUilCil.
The honorable gentleman had stated that
the council did not permit persons who
were not .directly associated with a trade
to represent a labour organization on t.he
council. That was an error, because there
were men on the council representing
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trade organizations, although they had not
worked at their trade for a very considerable time. Moreover, there were
trllstee~ who had a right to attend and
take part in the deliberations of the
council who were not members of a
trade. There ;was, therefore, no analogy
between the position of the railway employes and the delegat-?s to the rrl'ades
Hall Council.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON stated that it did
uot matter whether a man worked at his
trade or not, so far as the Trades
Hall Council ~vas concerned. Any person
could be a deputation to that body,
whether he worked-at his calling or not.
The SPEAKER.-I have no -desire to
i.nterrupt the honorable member, but
at the same time, the House has already
passed the Bill providing for an expenditure of £200,000 for rnUway purposes.
There was ample time to discuss that
question then, alld it should have been
done. I want to check the habit of asking que-stions when honorabie members are
just going for their trains.
1'he motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at twelve o'clock
till next day.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thu1'Sday, Juni 27, 1901.

THE PRESIDEN1.' took the chair at a
quarter to fi ve o'clock p. m., and read tho
prayer.
EXHIBITION-GARDENS.
LIGH1.'ING OF' PA'rHWAY.

Hon. J. STEH,NBERG asked by
leave without notice if the Solicitor· General
would be good enough to see that the pat.h
from Ratbdown·street to Nicholson·street
was lighted at night for the convenience
of members.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said he had no
objection. It was announced last evening
that the trustees of the Exhibition had
arranged to make an asplJalt path from
Nicholson·street to the Parliament House.
The Hon. J. S1.'ERNBERG.-Rathdownstreet is good enough for me.
~ehe
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Sir HENRY CUTHBERT, by leave
of the House, ll1ovedThat the members of the Library Committee
appointed by the ~egislative Council. to .sit
with members appomted by the LegIslative
Assembly, on snch days and at such times as
may be fixed by the joint c~ml11ittee., shall have
lCJ.ve to sit on clays on WhICh Parliament does

not meet.

.

He said that his reason for moving in
this direction was that very likely the
House might be asked to adjourn for
three weeks, and that during that time
much important work could be performed
by this very important committee. It was
to enable them to sit on days that Parliament did not sit, and he did not think
the committee could otherwise sit on'days
on which Parliament was not sitting, as he
read the standing orders. He mentioned
tILe matter to the honorable the Premier,
who agreed with him that it would be
advisable to give that power, and who,
therefore, promised that he would ask
leave of the Assembly to moye a motion
couched in exactly simila,r lallguage.
The motion was agreed to.
JUSTICES LA 'W FUHTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to further amend the
law relating to justices.
Tho rnotioll was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
POISONS ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH moved for
]ea,ve to brin"" in a Bill to further amend
tl;e Poisons A~t 1890.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
BOILERS INSPECTION BILL.
The Hon. A. WYNNE moved for leave
to bring in a Bill relating to the inspection
alJd regulation of boilers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill ,,,as then brought in, and read
a first time.
MUNICIPALITIES' COMMONWEALTH
EXPENDI'rURE VALIDATION BILL.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH moved
for letl ve to Lrin!:! in n. Dill to Ull thorize
and validate certain expenses incurred by
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the councils of the various mnllicip~lities
in connexion with the opening of the
Commonwealt.h ,Parliament and the visit
of their Hoyal Highnesses the Duke and
Duchess of Cornwall and Y()rk.
The motion was agreed to.
'rho Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No 1).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assen~bl'y, a~ld, on the motion of
the Hon. A. 'VYNNE, was read a first
time.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT asked the
Solieitor-General if he intended to furnish
the Honse with copies of the Supplementary Estimates, so that they might go
into the question at once ~
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said that he
had given instructions tbat copies shou~d
be placed on the table of the House 111
ad vance. He understood that they were
being distributed.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE then moved
the second reading of the Bil1.
He
said
that this
was an ordinary
Supply
Bill, the last one having
been exhausted, and honorable members would seo the Supplementary
Estimates showing the sums that were
included ill this Bill and how it was
proposed to deal with them. The moneys
in t"he Supplementary Estimates were the
ordinary expenditure required for the
different departments, and it was necessary that they should pass this Bill Lefore
the 30th of t~18 month in order to
enable'the salaries of the public service
and the moneys reqnired by the Railway
department to Lo paid by the Treasure.r.
Last session Sir George Turner brought 111
a Bill which was introduced in this House
by Sir Henry Cuthbert, limiting the
'freasnrer's advance to £200,000. Formerly the 'l'reasurers could draw to any
amount they liked, but Parliament
had limited
the
amount to be
drawn on, and therefore no Treasurer
could draw more than
that advance. 'l'be sums already drawn out of
that advance would be repaid out of the
consolidated revenue when the Supply Bill
was passed.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked
that they had received very little. informat.ion, and they had not had time to
look for tliemsolyes.
He thonght the
Solicitor-General should :ha,ye told them,
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in moving the second reading, what the
bulk items in the Estimates were.
He
should also have furnished them with items
of the other money not included in these
Estimates. It was usual to fUl'llish a slip
showing the different heads under which
the money was to be applied, and he
would like to know whether there was
any money for old-age pensions in the
Supplementary Estimates and the Supply
Bill.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE.-It is the usual
practice to answer such questiolls in committee, and I shall be prepared to do so.
The Hon. VV. H. El\IBIJlJIw.-Are there
. any old-age pensiolls in this ~
The Hon. A. VV YNNE.-N ot ill the
Sllpplementary Estimates.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
Legislative Council had passed a Bill
authorizing the Treasurer to expend a
sum of £75,000 in the payment of old-age
pensions for the six months from the 1st
January to the 30th June. The late Treasurer then intimated that that sum would
It was -first proposed that
be sufficient.
the amount should be £50,000, to provide
pensiond at the rate of 7s. a week, and
lower sums in cases where the \"\'hole
pension was not allotted.
Then ultimately the late Treasurer increased that to
lOs. a week, and increased the £50,000 to
£75,000. The late Treasurer was pressed
to take in a number of cases that he did
not originally propose to take in, but he
pointed out that if that were done it
would mean a cutting down of the amount
of the pension, because some members of
another place were in favour of the pension being 5s. a week to embr<1.ce every
case.
It was quite clear that only
£75,000 was to be used, and it was estimated to be sufficient to pay lOs. a week,
and jf not sufficient to pay lOs. a week
then the pensioll ,,,,ould have to be proportionately reduced. He (Mr. Davies)
did not wish in any way to sn,y anything that would imply that he was
not in full sympathy with a proper
system of old-age pensions, because he was.
But he thought that the pension had been
given in many cases where it ought not to
have
been given. The amount of
£75,000 might have been used in snch a
wny that it would have met all the urgent
cases. It was quite unnecessary tota:ke people out of different asylnms where they
were well c,lred for and so llse lip tho
£75,000 before six mO!ltils had expircd.
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He would not object if it could bo shown
to be reasonable that the £75,000 should
be exceeded, but there was a dallgenvhich
he would point out. The old-ago pensions
scheme would require a much larger sum
than the Treasurer 01' the Government
had estimated. That had been pointed
out not only in this; Honse but in another
place. On referring to l1ansct1yl he found
that a member of another place at the
time the Bill was before that Chamber had
pointed out that it was quite likely that
£600,000 a year would bo required to
pay the pension, so that the Government
had acted with their eyes open, although it
now appeared that they had not taken
into consideration the whole of the
circumstanccs. rrhe danger was that if
the pensions could be paid in this way,
and then come up in a Bill mixed
up with other moneys which honorable members wanted to pass in order
to pay the public creditor and the
salaries of the public servants, the whole
expenditure on old-age pensions could be
carried out without honorable members
having any voice whatever in the matter.
Under these circumstances, the SolicitorGeneral, in moving the second reading of
this Bill, ought to have stated what
amount in the Supply Bill was intended
to be applied to make good the excess
over the £75,000 that had already been
used, and how much was to bo applied
to future payments before the Old-age
Pensions Bill was brought up for the
consideration of honorable members. He
(Mr. Davies), of course, did not intend
to oppose the Bill, either on the second
reading or in committee, because it was
essential that the measure should be'
passed. There was another matter which
required some explanation. He had only
gathered it from tho newspapers. It was in
reference to the State Government purchasing a property for the nse of the
Commonwealth. vVhile he freely admitted
that the Government of this Sta.te should
gi ve every assistance to the Federal
Government, and give the Federal Goycrnment the use of any of its own buildings that it could do without, so as to assist
the Federal Government in every way, still
it seemed to him that the State Government was going far beyond its functions in
purchasing a property which it might
sell or let to tho Federal Government.
"Vhere was this to stop? The State Goyernment might blly c\'crything thn,t was
\\'[tuted for the Fedoral Government.
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The Hon. J. 1\1. PRA'f'l'.-That is to
keep them here.
'1'he Hon. J. M. DAVIES. - The
Co III 111 on wealth Government might require a new post-office,
and the
State
authorities might say;' vVe
will bny it for yon." 'Ybat he understood was that the State GovernnlCnt
bought a property in Spring-street without any authority whatever. They had
authority by Act of Parliament to offer
Parliament Houses, and also to off~r the
use of allY of" the public buildings. If it
was necessary for the State Government.to
get parliamelltary anthority before it
could offer the use of the buildings of the
State, surely it was much more necessary to get' authority before going into
the market and purchasing property. If
tho Government could do that without
authority, it conld also purchase land for
aloser settlcment, and he (Mr. Davies)
would be glad if the Solicitor-General
would give some·explanation in regard to
both these questions.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE remarked that
if the House desired it he was quite willing to answer the questions put by Mr.
Davies at this stage, although, as .far as
his experience weut it was the practice to
give all such explanations in committee.
However, ·he was quite prepared to let
honorable members hn,Ye the information
now.
The Supply Bill dealt with the
Supplementary Estimates in connexion
with the Hail way department., to the
amount of £203,819.
In addition to
that, thero was a snm of about £200,000
involved in connexion with the general
expenditure for the year in the other departments of the State.
If honorable
mcmbers looked at clause 2 of the Bill
they would sec that it provided as follows : The said sum shall he available to satisfy
the warrants under the hand of the Goycrnor
under the provisious of the law now in force in
respect of any services voted by the Legislative
Assembly in this present session of Parliament.

In reference to the question put by Mr.
Davies, regarding the £75,000 voted by
Parliament last session i.n connexioll with
old-age pensions, he (Mr. 'YY11ne) would
point out that it had been found necessary to increase the amount in question.
That had beendone by the Government, and
their actiol1 had to be confirmed by Parliament. Honorable members wero not being asked to confirm that at present. A
Bill would be brought up dealing with

As

that.
a. matter of fact, a sum of
£131,000 had been paid in old-age pensions as against the amount of £75,000
voted by Parliament fOl' the six months.
That was £56,000 more than had been
voted.
T·he Hon. N. Fll'zGERALD.-Does that
cover the expenditure up to the 30th
June 1
rrhe Hon. A. WYNNE remarked that
the sum of £131,000, provided for the
payment of the pensions from the time
the Act was passed, in December last, till
the 30th of the present month-in other
words, for six months.
The Hon. J. M. DAVLEs.-All of them
have not been in receipt of the pensions
for six months.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said that the
applicants were entitled t.o be paid from
the time of lodgillg the applications in
the event of their being granted.
The Hon. N. FrTzGERALD.-It is for
uncertain periods, and might inelude a.
claim which had been granted to-day.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNEsaid that that
was so. The Government must ask parliamentary sanction to validate the payment of fLnyamount in excess of £75 .. 000.
Honorable members were not asked for
tha,t sanction in this Bill. 1'he money
had already been paid from the Treasurer's advance out of the trust fund,
and when the Treasurer wished to put the
trust account in order he must come to
Parliament to validatehiR action.
1'l1e Hon. ·W ..H. Ei\IBLTNG.-Supposing
he does not.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE.-He does it on
his oWli respoLlsibility. I do not know
whether you can impeach him.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-Clau8e 2
does not say so.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE.-I think so.
Clause 2 states the sum shall ·be available" in. respect of any services voted by
the Legislative Assembly in this present
session of Parliament."
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-By. the Assembly.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said that the
payment of the £65,000 in excess of the
amount previously granted by Parliament'
had been made on the responsibility of
the Government, and they would no
doubt justify themselves when the time
came.
The Hon. N. FI'l'ZGERALD.-It was done
under an Act of Parliament.

Consolidate(l Revenue

[27 Ju~m, 1901.J

The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said it was.
The passing of this Supply Bill did not
validate that action in any way. The Goverument were llot asking honorable members
to validate the payment of the purchase
money .for Dr. Hudall's property The
Government purcbased that, and he (Mr.
Wynne) thought it was a good purchase.
If Parliament did not validate the purchase, and the Goyernment had to take
it in their'own hands, it would be a good
investment. The Government had to ask
Parliament to validate that, and if this
House or another place did not vH,lidate
the purchase, the responsibility would be
thrown ou the Goverument. rrhe Commonwealth Government was going to take it
over, as they required it for their own
offices.. It was a neighbqllrly act on the
part of this Government towards the Commonwealth Government paying rent for
the property, and he believed they were;
and he did llOt think that when the time
came for the House to validate the action
of the Government any honorable member
would object. But there was nothing
. in this Bill to vandate the payment of
money. Honorable members were only
asked to agree to the votes which had
already been passed ill another place; and
no doubt when the time came the Government would be. able to justify its action in
connexion with the matters which had
been referred to.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he wished to ask the SolicitorGeneral a question with reference to one
of the items appearing in the Supplementary Estimates, but he thought. that the
question migh t be better asked in C0111-.
mittee. It was in reference to the visit
of Sir Thomas Fitzgerald to South Africa.
He understood that that gentleman
had been asked to go as consulting surgeon
to the forces, and that he was to be paid
by the British Government. An item of
£371 was set out on page 31 in connexioll
with this matter, and he wished to know
if this would be recouped by the British
Government ~
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE Baid that the
item provided for the payment of Sir
Thomas Fitzgerald's travelling expenses.
The Government of the day had sent a
cQutingent to South Africa, and were no
doubt very glad to be able to obtain the
services of a man like Sir Thomas Fitzgerald. The people of this State, he
believed, would be pleased to see that the
Home Government had rec0gnised the
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talent of t.hat gentleman. He believed it
was the late Government that had made
the apfoin tment, and he did not think
anyone would begrudge the payment of
travelling expenses to that esteemed
gentlemau. . He understood that Sir
Thomas Fitzgerald's expenses while he
was in South Afriaa had been paid by the
Home Government.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated
that the gentleman alluded to had
simply asked for a passage to South
Africa.
If he remembered rightly,
the expenses of surgeons in South
Africa had in every case been handsomely
paid for by the British Government.
He cOl,11d distinctly remember that
Sir Thomas Fitzgerald had merely
asked for his passage.
He (Mr.
Mel ville) had never heard a word about
expenses in South Africa, and if these
expenses were paid by the British Government, how was it that the item appeared
on the Supplementary Estimates 1
The Hon. VV. H. EMELING said that
he was not yet quite clear on the point .
He quite agreed with the SolicitorGeneral that the people of Victoria
would not begrudge the amount il ~
question to such an eminent surgeon as Sir
Thomas Fitzgerald. But this was a matter
of business. Honorable members had been
told that Sir'rhomas Fitzgerald would have
his passage paid, but the British Government would provide his expenses in South
Africa,. He wished to know whether this
amount of £371 represented the cost of Sir
Thomas Fitzgerald's passage, and, if so, why
it cost so much. He (Dr. El11bling) did not
begrudge it, but honorable members were
there to safeguard the interests of the
taxpayer.
The Hon. N. FITZGEHALD rem'arked
that with regard to the Stl bject of old-age
pensions, he did not quite understand
what the Solicitor-General had said. The
Bill now before honorable members was
for the purpose, as he understood,
of validating the payment of money
already expended in accordance with
the Act of Parliament, and, therefore, honorable members could not cavil at
the additional sum for old-age pensions
being passed. 'Vhat he wanted to know
was: Whether it was the intention of the
Government, now that they knew the
magnitude of the expenditure involved, to
introduce a new Old-age Pensions Bill
before any further Supply Bills containing
expenditure on old-age pensions were
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brought forward?
"Then the Olel-age
Pensions Bill was before the Honse Sir
Frederick Sal'good told honorable men:bers, ill comparing the system in existence in New Zealand with the proposed
system in Victoria, that the expenditure
would, when reckoned on the basis of
lOs. a week, amount to £600,000 pel'
annum.
The Hon. J. M. PRA'I"L'.-'rhe total
amount expended here for six months
was £131,000.
The Hon. N. FiTZGERALD said that
he thought honorable members could
reasOlmbly assume, when they knew the
fllllexpenditure, thatit wouldamount to, at
any rate, £400,000 per anllum. He thought
that the House would desire to have full
information before any new Bill would be
passed.
rrhe Solieitor-General should be
made aware that~ in the opinion of this
House, it would be necessary, antecedent
to any Supply Bill coming up which
included any provision for old-age pensions after the 30th June, the new Bill
dealing with the old-age pensions must be
submitted as a separate subject demanding the urgent attention of honorable members. It was necessary that honorable
members should have a voice in deciding
the principles and the method of administration and also the expenditure likely to
be incurred in connexion with it. He
therefore contended that it was important
to make the Government aware that this
House would require fresh legislation on
this suhject to be fully considered from
the point of view of the expenditure likely
to be invol,'ed, before they were asked to
deal with any further payments.
The motion was agreed to.
1'he Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1, which was as follows : There shall and may be issued and applied for or towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of the
year One thousand nine hundred and One thousandlline hundred and one the sum of Four
hundred and eighty-six thousand and thirtyfive pounds out of the consolidated revenue,
ana the Treasurer of Victoria is hereby authorized and empowered to issue and apply the
moneys authorized to be issued and applied,

rrhe Hon. J. M DAVIES remarked that
he thought it was usual for the Council to
be furnished with a slip showing how the
money was to be apportioned. Full particulars were given showing how an amount
of £203,810 was to be expended, but there
was nothing to show how the balance was
to be spent.
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Tbe HOll. A. 'YYNNE said that the
items making up the full an:Otlut were
.
shown 011 the first page.
The HOll. F. S. GIUMvVADE said
that if honorable members would check
off the amounts shown in connexion' with
the different headings on the list they
would find that the amounts tallied.
The Hun. J. 1\1. DA VlES said that
on this occasion the list was apparently
prepared in a different form. '1 he items
were generally carried forward to the end
of the list, but in this case that course
had 110t been adopted.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that,
as the late Minister of Defence was now in
the chamber, he would like if the honorable gent.leman would give the I-IouBe
some explanation of the amount· of
£11,076 in connexion with the Defence
department.
He thought that the
amount was mther large, seeing that the
Defence department had befn taken oyer
by the Commollwealth. He would like
some explanation of the amount of
£2,665 which was set down for expenses
in connexion with the celebration of the
illauguration of the Commonwealth at
Sydney, and also of the item of £687 for
passes issued to members of the intercolonial rifle teams. vVould the expenditure in connexion wit.h the rifle clubs
still appeal' on our Estimates; and 'would
the State still have to pay the cost of the
troops in the event of their visiting
Sydney?
1'he Hon. ,V. McCuLLocH.-W' e will
have to pay our proportion.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE asked if the
expenditure in connexion with the Defence
department was to continue on the Estimates now that the Federal Government
had entirely ta,ken over the Defence department1
rrhe Hon. W. McCULLOCH pointed out
that this expenditure had been incurred
before the Defence department was taken
over by the Commonwealth Government,
and honol'<l,ble members were now merely
asked to vote the money.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE' said that he
could not quite understand how the expenses in connexion with the Commonwealth celebrations in Sydney could have
..been incurred before the Defence department had been taken over by the Federal
Government.
rrhe Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH said that,
as Minister of Defence, he was anxious to
send troops to Sydney to take part in the

Consolidatecl Revenue

pi JUNE,

celebrations. A large number of troops
had been sent, and this amount represented
the cost of sending them to Sydney.
1'he Hon. D. MELVILLE said he would
like the Minister of Defence to state
whether i·t was a fact that Sir '1'. N.
Fitzgerald had been paid the usual
surgeon's allowances ·while in South
Africa, and, if so, did the amount set out
represent any part of that sum 1
1'he HOll. VV. McCULLOCH said that
the honor<.tble member should know more
about the item in questionthall he (Mr.
McCulloch) did, because it was during the
time :Mr. Melville was in office that the
expenditure had been incurred.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that the Government of which he was a
member did not pay ::mything in this
connexion. The matter did llOt come up
at all for consideratioll. If the British
Govern ment paid that gentleman for
his services, he could not see why the
Victorian Government ·should be called on
to pay also. 1'he honorable gentleman
knew t hat officers and surgeons who accompanied the troops were handsomely paid
by the British Government. He wall ted
to know whether the amount appearing
in the Sllpplementary Estimat.es was in
addition to the amount paid by the British
Govel'llment.
'1'he Hon. N. FITZGERALD said that
it appeared to him (hat Mr. Melville had
not read the it.em carefull),.
It said" Expenses of Sir rr. N. Fitzgerald while
acting as Surgeon Consultant to British
Soldiers in South Africa, £371." Now,
what right had any honorable member to
assume that th~tt was merely passage
mOlley? The honorable member knew
the onerons duties of an eminent surgeon,
and smely t.hat gentleman was entitled
to his remuneration from the time he left
our shores until he became an employe of
the British Goyernment. vVas it graoious
or in accordance with the cnstom of the
Council to challenge an item of this character, and practically charge this gentleman
with having received mOlley from the
British Goverurnent and from this colony
fol' the same services? Honorable mem. bel'S 'rho challenged this expenditure
were seriously reflecting npon the
character of that high alld distinguished
man. As he understood it, a certain
arrangement was made with Sir T. N.
Fitzgerald by the Government of Victoria
to go to Sout h Africa.
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The Hon. D. MEL\~lLLE.-Nothing of
the sort.
The Hon. N. FITZGEHALD said that
the Defence departmellt here at all events
accepted him as a representative mall to
accompany the troops, and he presumed
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald was entitled to remuneration for his services, and should be
paid whatever rate was charged for those
services.
Sir HENRY CCTHBERT.-YVaS he not a
volunteer ~
The Hon N. FITZGERALD remarked
that he did not lOlOW in what capacity
Sir 1'. N. Fitzgerald went to South Africa.
He would, however, say that it was hardly
worthy of any honora,ble member of this
H01lse to challenge the item.
He. was
quite sur~ that if Sir rr. N. Fitzgerald had
charged this Government he was fnlly entitled to be paid the amount.
'1'he Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I am merely
asking for an explanation as to how the
expenditure was incurred.
The Hon. N. FrrZGERALD said that
it ,,'as a serious reflection to make on Sir
1'. N. Fitzgerald's character.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that he had not intended to make any reflection on Sir T. N. Fitzgerald's chant~tel'.
It was his duty, I1S a mem bel' of the HOllse,
to ask for any explanation in connexion
with the items submitted to the House,
and to obtain any information which he
thought desirable, withoutreflectillg in any
way on any body's character. The gentleman alluded to occupied a very eminent
position, and ever), 0118 acknowledged
that fact. From his recollection of the
circumstances, Air T. N. Fitzgerald, without very much notice, applied for a passage
on board a certain steamer. The Government of which he (Mr. Melville) was a mem·
bel' were very glad indeed that Sir T. N.
Fitzgerald should get this passage, and he
(Mr. Melville) personally saw thatSirT. N.
Fitzgerald should. as far as possible, have
a comfortable passage Oll the steamer.
Nothing, however, was said about his
going on duty, and he understood that Sir
1'. N. Fitzgerald only wanted to go
to South Africa.
Ho'", did it happen
that this item should appear wben he
(Mr. Melville) knew that the British
Government took care, not only that every
officer and surgeon was paid, but paicl
handsomely ~
If Sir T. N. Fitzgerald
had been connected with any contingent,
different formalities in connexioll with
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his appointmen t \\'ould have been
neccssary. Did' the Govel'llment. deny
that, this gentleman was paid by the
British Government ~ If he was not paid
by the British Government, he (Ml'.
Melville) would like to know why. If
he was paid, then honorable members
,vould want to know why the many people
who had volunteered for service had not
also got their expenses paid by the Victorian Government. vVere honomble members to recognise this OIle gentleman
alone ~ Why did Mr. Fitzgeralcl rise up and
suggest that there was a special bargain to'
send Sir T. ~. Fitzgerald to South Africa ~
It \ras prepostcrous that he (Mr: Melville) should have to bear this kind of reflection simply because, for information
in the 'performance of his duty, he had
asked this question, as he had asl\ed other
questiolls. It was not fair to pass this
sum of money without the House having
had a full explanation of why it appeared
there.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
it did not appe::-.r on the face of it as a
payment of any remuneration to Sir
'rhoma,s Fitzgerald. It purported to be
the payment of his ex.penses while acting
as a consulting surgeon to the British
forces in South Africa. Sir Thomas Fitzgerald very generously volunteered to go
to South Africa and give his services there
for nothing, but it did not follow that
he was going t.o be out of pocket in his
actual expenses while doing that.. Of
conrse, he was to get nothing for his work,
and he (Mr. Davies) wonld be very much
surprised to heal' that the British Governmeut bad paid Sir rrhomas Fitzgerald
anything for his services.
The Hon. ,V. McCULLOCH remarked
that' he had consulted the Treasurer 011
this subject, and the 1'reasurcr had informed him that it was not the present
Government which had' passed the item.
The pr8sent Government, were simply
carrying out an arrangement marle by the
previolls Government. This item was for
expenses incurred in travelling in South
Sir 1'homas Fitzgerald went
Africa.
there as an honorary surgeon, and Ite (Mr..
McCulloch) understood that the British
Government gave him nothing for his expenses or anything else. The item in the
Estimates, he understood, was the expenses incurred in travelling.
The Hon. A. vVYNNE said that Mr.
Melville was, of course, perfectly justified in calling attention to items like this,
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bnt to speak in the way he did must leavea very badl impression. It seemed like
throwing Ulud at a good man, and if that
sort of thing were to be done, extreme
difficulty would be experienced in. getting
any of onr leading men to volunteer for
important pu blic services. Every honorable member knew that Sir Thomas Fitzgerald g'ave his services for nothing, and
they also knew that his services had been
recognised as being of great value. If the
gentleman read the reports of the discussion ill this House he must be very much
hurt at the waY in which attention had
been dra\\n to tllisparticular item.
The Hon. J. STEB,NBERG observed
that he was astonished that Mr. Melville
should have raised a question like this.
It did not seem right that when a gentleman ha.d given np his large and prolific
practice for six months, and had incurred
an expenditure of £371 in travelling expenses in the services of the State, this
item should have been challenged in the
way it had been here. The item ought to
be passed without comment. A gentleman
of Sir Thomas Fitzgerald's experience was
surely entitled to be recouped for the
expenses he had been put t.o in rnoving
about in South Africa in performing
humane services- for his c(!)Un try.
The Hon. G. GODFREY stated that he
,vas quite ,sure that there could be no
objection to the passing of the item.
Eminent surgeolls from Greut Britain who
had gone ont to South Africa had been
paid £5,000 e9.ch. Sir Thomas Fitzgerald
had gone out to perform similar services'
and did not receive any payment at all.
There should be no caviling about this
small item of expenditure.
1'he Hon. E. MILLER observed that
every member of the House, and, indeed,
the whole country, were much indebted to
Sir Thomas. Fitzgerald for the immense
amount of good he had done while in
South Africa. Noone could form any
conception of the immense value his services had been to the British forces. The
House should remern ber the enormous amount of money that Sir Thomas
Fitzgerald indirectly lost in proceeding to South Africa to benefit his
fellow men.
Everybody pmised him
for it, and no honorable member of that
Chamber should begrudge this allowance.
At the same time, he did not see why the
question should not have been asked, and
he would point out that it was not ¥r.
Melville who asked the question first.
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rrha,t fact seemed to have been forgotten in
the little excitement that had been got up
during the debate.
He (Mr. Miller) was
quite certain that Sir Thomas Fitzgerald
would pay no attention whateyer to that
debate, as he well knew that the whole
'country, as well as every member in that
House, appreciated his services.
, The Hon. F. S. GIU1fWADE said that
he did not wish to ask any questions
about this partieular item.
He understood, however, that in reply to Mr.
Davies' question about buying buildings
for the Commonwealth offices, the Solicitor-General had stated that the amount
was not included in this Bill.
The Hon. A. 'YYNNE.-I did not understand that.
The Hon. ]T. S. GRIM'YADE said that
the item did appear in the Estimates as
follows :._" To purchase of property in
Spring-street, to be used as public offices,
£12,120." A very important question
was opened up in connexion with this
item. If the House passed that particular Bill that night thoy would be authorizing the Goyernment to buy offices for
the Commonwealth Parliament, or be
giving it an indemnity for having purchased them.
The Commonwealth Parliament, for all he knew, might want more
offices. If the Bill were passed, 'it would
be an admission of the' principle that
the Government could buy whatever
offices it liked for the Commonwealth.
He did not object personally to Victoria
giving the Commonwealth . the use of
the magnificent Parliament Houses, but
was the State Government to go into the
open market and buy offices for the Commonwealth as well ~
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - 'Ve do not
know that the offices are for the Commonwealth.
The Hon. F. S. GRIM'WADE said
that it had been stated in the press that
this prope'rty was bought for the Common wealth offices, and honorable members knew that it was so occupied. The
House ought to have some inforniation on
this subject, because if this were passed
without comment, the Government might
go and buy any other properties they
desired. They might even go and buy a
residence for the Premier of the Federal
Government and spend any amount of
money for purposes of that kind.
The Legislative Council would then be told
that they had passed these items before,
and there was no reason why they should
Session 1901.-[16]
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not pa8s them again. He thought that
the whole transaction was a most outrageous thing. Although honorable members knew thah the property was to be
bought for the Commonwealth Government, they had no information as to
whether the 'Cpmmonwealth Government
was to pay rOllt for it. For all he knew,
the place was rent free. He would like
tho Minister in charge of the Estimates to
give him an answer on that subject.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH remarked
that the property would have to be bought
in any cage, because more accommodation
was wanted for the public offices of tho
State. The property was, however, to be
let to the Commonwealth for federal
offices, and if the Commonwealth did not
get this property the Stato would have to
provide otber offices ,in one of the main
public buildings. It was preferable that
the federal offices should be in a main
street.
The State Government were
charging the Commonwealth rent for this
building, and after the Commonwealth
had finished with it, it would be llsed by
the State for its own purposes.
The
amount of rent to be charged represented
5 per cent. interest on the cost.
The Hon. F. S. GHIMW'ADE stated
that the explanation given by Mr. McCulloch was satisfactory flO far as he was concerned.
The HOll. J. M. PRAT'T said that the
explanation was a most reasonable one,
and no one could cavil at t.he purchase of
the property.
It was a good purchase,
and it did not appear in the item in the,
Estimates that the purchase was expressly
for the Commonwealth. The property
belonged to the State of Victoria, which
was bound to pro.vide the Commonwealth
Government with reasonable accommodation. Of course the transaction was sub·
ject to legal sanction, but surely honorable members were not going to ask the
Commonwealth Parliament to sit in Melbourne without giving them some reasonable office accommodation. They surely
would not ask the Commonwealth Governmentto purchase offices. Alll;hat the Commonwealt.h Government could do would
be to obtain the temporary lIse of buildings by reuting them, as they were doing
in this case. The property in question
was very central, and the arrangement
suited both the Commonwealth and the
State, and as a reasonable rental was
being charged he did not see what anybody had to complain of.
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The Hon. E. MILLER observed that if
honorable meml,ers objected to the item
they would have to throw out the Bill.
He himself did not object to the item, but
there appeared to be no guarantee, if this
was passed, that the State Government
would not go purchasing, property all
over the State for the Commonwealth.
This no doubt was a magnificent purchase, but. a lot of other purchases might
be put in a similar Bill in the future, and
that would cause the House to throw the
Bill out.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked
that he must j(lin issue with Mr. Pratt,
when he said that the State was bound to
furnish the Commonwealth with all the
accommodation it required. He would
admit ~hat it was the duty of the
Government of this State to find proper
accommodation for the Federal Parliament itself, for nobody but the State
Parliament could provide the requisite
accommodation of that character. But before taking upon themselves to purchase
offices for the use of the Commonwealth, the Government
ought to
have obtained parliamentary authority
for their action. It was not the duty
of the Government to provide the
Federal Government with all the offices
they might require for the carrying on of
the Federal Government, for the Federal
Government were in a competent position
to proGureoffices for themselves without the
intervention of the State. He did not care
whether it was a good or a bad purchase;
.it was the principle of the thing he
objected to. The Government had 110
right to purchase any property except in
case of emergency, whether for its own
purposes or otherwise. If this principle
were once conceded the Government might
purchase property in any part of the
State, and say that the property had
been obtained as a bargain, and that they
could let it at a profit. Under the Closer
Settlement Aat the Government could
not buy property without laying the
contract for purchase before Parliament
and getting the transaction sanctioned by
Parliament. In this case, the Government
had bought a property and had paid for
it, and had now put the amount in an
Appropriation Bill. If the Government
were in the positilim that they were bound
to buy this property, they should have
dealt with the item in a special Bill of
indemnity, and not have brought it before
Parliament in this way. rrhe reason he
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objected to this item was that if they
passed it without any kind of protest.,
they did not know where they might be
led' into in the future. It was as well,
therefore, for the House to indicate its
views on this subject, which was the first
occasion on which such a question had
arisen.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said that he had
not the slightest objection to answer the
various questions that had been asked in
connexion with the transaction, but he
noticed with regret that., time after time,
objections were raised to everythiug that
the Government did in connexion with
the Commonwealth Parliament.
Any
other State in Austra1ia ,,"ould receive
the Common wealth Parliament with open
arms, and be only too glad if Victoria
turned them away.
If the Commonwealth Parliamellt proposed to go to
Sydney, the au.thorities there would be
delighted to take them, and would offer
them any, or every, public office in the
place. r1'he Victorian Government were
only doing what they reasonably could
for housillg the Federal Gm"ernment until
they were in a position to house themselves.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-That does
not justify a tack like this.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said that it was
not a. hick. If this House objected to
this item it could throw out the Bill.
But every honorab1e member who knew
anything about the case would admit that
thif:l was a good purchase, and that the
fact of the F~deral Parliament being bere
necessitated the securing of additional
offices. If the State Government had not
purchased this property there were plenty
of other people who would have been only
too glad to obtain it, and if the State
Parliament did But like the property
there would be no trouble in getting
rid of it.
It was only by the
greatest good fortune that the property
was secured. Its purchase enabled all the
pu blic offices to be kept together, for the
property ,vas most cOllvenient to the other
offices and was on a magnificen t corner.
But the advisableness of the purchase from
a business aspect was not the poin t in issue
here. Objections seemed to be raised to
everything that the State Government had
done for the Federal Parliament, as if it
was not the duty of the State Parliament
to offer the Commonwealth Parliament a
generous welcome, and not let them think
that they were getting the cold shoulder
on coming to Melbourne.
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'rhe HOll. J. M. DAVIES observed that
the gentleman who had just spoken had
quite missed the point. If the Government had found it necessary to purchase
this property they should have come.to
Parliament for an indemnity, and not put
the item in a Supply Bill.
rrhe HOll. E. MILLER said that in his
opinion the State could not do too much for
the Federal Parliament, but he hoped
that the purchasing of property in this
way would not occur again without the
sanction of Parliament being obtained.
'rhe Hon. C. J. HAM stated that the
item was set down clearly in the Estimates
as for offices. These offices were let at a
rental which represented a fair interest on
the outlay. They might have been let at
4 per cent. instead of 5 per cent., and
every honorable member would have been
quite satisfied. But it appeared from what
Ministers had stated that these offices
would ultimately he required for St.ate
purposes, and he himself knew that this
was the case.
Formerly the Board of
Public Health occupied smaller premises
than these in Collins street, and for those
the Government paid £400 a year, which
represented nearly 4 per cent. 011 the
purchase money of these larger premises.
The offices that the Board of Public
Health had oC011pied were, however, sold
over their heads, and the board were
turned out.
Ultimately arrangements
'were made for their accommodation in the
railway offices, but when they were there,
they were driven frJIl1 one floor to
another, and treated wit h cont em pt.
The ofiices which had now been pnrc.hased
would prove :t most suitable place for the
Board of Public Health to meet in when
they were available for .that purpose.
The Hon. J. STERN BERG observed
that he quite agreed with the purchase of
this property, because he knew, that there
were public bodies most anxious to get
into offices, and for whose accommodation
the Goverument were at present. paying
rent. The Country Fire Brigades Board
was one, and when these premises became
yacant that board proposed to go into
them.
Sir HENHY CUTHBER:r stated that
"hether the purch[lse was a good one or a
bad ooe was not the question which that
Honse had to consider. He would admit
that t he premises were bringing ill a very
satisfactory rental, and he thought that
the present tenants wonld be 1ikely to
occupy the premises for the next ten years.
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An HONORABLE ME~fBER.-Not for ten
years surely.
Sir HgNRY CUTHBERT said that he
hoped the Commonwealth would be here
for a long time. The period of their stay
here might be five years 01' it might be
longer, but his expectations were that its
residence would extend to about ten years.
It was said that the State Govel'llment
bought these premises because there was
not sufficient accommodation for their own
wants.
If the Commonweal th Goyernment were to remain as tenants in possession· for the next five years, would it
not be necessary for the State Goyernment to obtain some further accommodation for the requirements 'that. had been
mentioned.
Supposing the amount of
this purchase had been £120,000 instead
of £12,000, would it have been right that
it should appear in a Bill of this description?
The Hon. A. VVYNNE.--The Government would not have risked that.
Sir HENH,Y CUTHBERT said that a
Bill especially dealing with this item
should have been brought up, and the
matter should not have been insel'ted in
the present measure.
'rho Hon. A. VVYNNE.-'When YOll
bought the Newport Fl'eezingWorks, did
you introduce a Bill?
Sit· HEN RY CUTHBERT said that he
was not aware that his attention h:l.d
been particularly called to that matter.
'rhat House had nevel' been treated ill
this manner ill connexioll with a Supply
Bill. It seemed to be thought that if this
item were in the Bill the Council must
pass it. The present Solicitor-General
did not raise the slightest objection to the
purchase of tho Newport Freezing vYorks.
The Hon. A. VVYNl'\E.-I was not
in Parliament at the time.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that if
the honorable member had been ill Parliament it might have escaped his attention,
and the House also might not have known
about this matter if its attention had not
been called to it by Mr. Melville. 'I'IIe
Government, he thought, wonld admit
that the proper place for this item would
have been a separate Bill, and the fact
that on a former occasion a similar
item was found in a Supply Bill was no
excuRe for what had now happelled.
He
trusted the Government would not undertake the purchase of any other properties
in the city of Melbourne without the ~al1C
tion of Parliament.
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'rhe Han. D. M:gLVILLE remarked
that he desired to call attention
to an item entered as allowance to the
Rail way department for the carriage of
grain at' the reduced rate.
The Hon J. M. DAVIEs..-'l'hat is
amongst the profits they have made ..
The HOll. D. MELVILLE said that
it was extremely difficult to understand
the railway accounts. The Government
were probably allowing some £30,000 a
year for the carrying of coal, and because
they carried coal, and made an annual
entry nnder that head, the Government
were now doil-lg the same thing in connexion with wheat. Anamountof£17,000
was put on the Estimates to reimburse the
Hailways for these services. It was a
pleasant thing for the farmers, or rather
for the men who bought the grain-for
the farmers themselves did not get the
benefit of the reduction-to obtain an
allowance of £17,000. If this sort of
thing were done, the rail way accounts
would be all adrift, and next year the
railway income could be immensely
swollen.
An HONoRABl~E MEMBER.-I think it
was the late Government which made -this
,concession.
The HOll. D. MELVILLE said that
if that were so the present Government
were acquitted of blame, but he objected
to the present entry. All tbe same, no
matter what Government it might be
which brought forward an item like
this, he must declare that it was a
most improper thing to do. There was
another item, namely, £5,000, to be
paid to the Railway department, for
the running of water trains into the
mallee country.
The Hon. "V. McCuLLocH.-The railways earned that sum.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he was
pointing out that this and other large
sums were being handed over to the Railway department merely to make the railway revenu~ appear larger than it was in
l'eality. There was nothing to be gained
by those cross ent.ries between the Government departments, and it might go on
to an unlimited extent, and in time prevent the true position of affairs being
readily understood. As to th.e running of
water trains from Bendigo into the mallee,
there would have been no necessity for
that had the Government, some time ago,
adopted the thoroughly practical scheme
which he had suggested of carrying water
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from the Murray River near Swan HilI in
to the malloe country by gravitation. To
carry water 200 miles or so on the railways made this community a laughingstock, especially when an ample supply of
water could be obtained by giving effect
to a scheme which engineers had declared
to be practicable. He desired to say that
members in asking for information with
regard to the expenditure.by the Celebrations Committee were not doing so in any
hostile spirit to the Government, and that
they should not therefore he charged with
a display of animus.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT remarked that
the Railway department had earned the
£5,000 for the carriage of water intb
the drought-stricken districts. Numerous
trains had to be run week after week in
order that the people in the mallee might
have a little water carried to them for
domestic and stock purposes. The scheme
suggested by Mr. Melville for tapping the
Murray below Swan Hill would involve an
outlay of £1,000,000.
The Hon. D. MELVII.JLE.-No, £100,000.
'rhe Hon. J. M..PRA'rT said that if the
mallee residents had to wait till that
scheme was carried out they would have
to wait a long time, and would, but for
the running of the water trains, have been
driven off the land. Tht') railways were a
commercial concern, and had a right to be
paid for work performed.
The Hon. E. MILLER asked if the
£100,000 set down for the payment of
expenses in cl)lmexion with the Commonwealth celebrations was the full amount
that the Government would be called
upon to pay ~
The Hon. ·W. McCULLOCH observed
that, while £100,000 had been provided
for, it was not expected that the actual
expenditure would amount to more than
£85,000.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES asked whether
the caterer had yet been paid in full for
the refreshments supplied atthe festivities
in connexion with the celebrations ~
The Hon. W. MCCUJ.JLOCH.-N 0, he has
not been paid so far.
The Hon ..J. M. DAVIES desired to know
whether the caterer was going to be paid,
because he did not believe in a man undertaking to do a certain thing and being
paid as if he had carried ou t his agreement.
'rhe Hon. W. McCULLOCH stated that
the caterer w(;)l1ld only be paid what he
was entitled to. The committee thought
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that it was justified in entering into a
contract with Mr. Skinner for the eatering, inasmuch as he had a reputation foidoing these things well.
However, a
blunder had been made, and the caterer
would only be 'paid what he was entitled
to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
there were thollsands of people at the
State concert who were unaware that any
refreshments were provided in the galleries
at the Exhibition-building that niglrt.
Those who went up-stairs had been fortunate enongh to ascertain that there
were refreshments there for the guests of
the Government.
He knew, however,
that thflre were some hundreds of gnests
who were unable to get even a piece of
bread or a biscuit.
The waiters took
good care that they did not tell the
guests that refreshments were obtainable
in the galleries.
The Hon. W. l\!IcCuLTJocH.-That was a
Commonwealth function, and the State
Government had nothing to do with it.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said the State
Government, at any rate, was responsible
for the very poor catering arrangements
at the review at Flemington Hace-course.
He knew of many people who gave up
their tickets at the door of the refreshment'rooms, but fOHnd on entering they were
unable to get anything to eat' or drink.
It had been said that the waiters had
not time to take all the tickets from
those who presented thE:mselves at the
luncheon, but there was ample opportunity
for them to colleet the tickets, and he
knew that in SOllie cases tickets· had been
taken from people who couid not get into
the room.
The HOll. C. J. HAM stated that he
agreed with what had fallen from the
previous speaker regarding the absence of
proper c~tering arrangements in connexion
with the festivities. It was only those who
had given the waiters half-a,-sovereign or
something less that got anything at the
Exhibi tion-building.
The Hon. G. GODFREy.--That festivity
had nothing to do with the State Governmen~, and is not included in this expenditure.
The Hon. C. J. HAM stated that, with
reference to ,the arrangements for the I
luncheon at Flemington Hace-course, on,
the occasion of the review, he knew people
who had been unable to get a particle of
anything to eat, and it was simply absurd
paying the caterer 88. a head.
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'rIle Hon. E. MILLER said he'
desired to draw attention to a sum of
£6,200 for additions, repairs, &c., at
Government House and at the cottage at
Macedon. There were tvo many of these
vice-regal establishments, and he thought,
the cottage at Macedon migbt well be·
closed.
The Hon. A. ,\VYNNE.-This is for paint~
ing Government House. There can be no
objection to this expenditure.
,
The Bill, having been gone thrOtigh,
was reported to the House without
amendment, and was afterwards passed
through its remaining stages.
ADJOURNM.EN~r.

The Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until·
Tuesday, July 16.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at a q narter past
six O'clock, until Tuesday, July 16.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
l 1h'ltTSday, J'ltne 27, 1901.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past,
four o'clock p.m.
LIBEL ON 'fHE KING.
CABLEGI1Al\I

'1'0 'l'HE SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR 'l'HE COLONIES.

Mr. IRVINE.-Before the ordinaryquestions are called on, I desire to ask as a
matter in some degree touching the
privileges of this House whether the
Premier is prepared to Jay on the table
of the House a copy of the cablegram
which he sent to the Secretary of State ~
In asking that question, I desire to point
out that we ha,'e no desire wbatever to·
see the confidential telegram or message'
of any kind from the Secretary of State
to the Lieutenant-Governor.
Mr. BRO?tILEY.--Some of us do.
Mr. IRVINE.-I, for one, express a.
personal desire not to see that, but I
think the Honse has a right to InlOW what
was thetnessage which was sent to the
Secretary of State by the LieutenantGovernor 011 the advice of the Premier.
'rhe gist of that mes1lage has been stated,
and the Honse, if it chose to do SOl would
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have a perfect right by resolution addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor to ask
him to disclose to the House the message
which he sent on the advicc of the
Ministers responsible to the Hons~. That
is a matter of very Gonsidemble importance, and, as we are short.ly to adjourn,
I would like to ask the Premier whether
he will agree to the production of tbis
despatch.
.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Ylight I, as the
mover of. a resolution upon the same question, be allowed to say a word or two in
regard to the matter which the leader of
the Opposition has brought before the
House.
On the constitutional point I
think it is absolutely right that the House
should be in possession of all the facts in
an important matter of this character.
.'Vhether these telegrams from the Secretary of State were private and confidential
or not, I say that they should at least be
in possession of members of this Chamber,
even if they are not placed in possession
of the public. In the English House of
Commons any private Ot· confidential
cOI'respondence, if it is demanded by a
member of the Honse, must be placed on
··the table.
Mr. FOS'l'ER.-Some honorable members
say no.
){r. BHOMLEY.-I say yes.
'Mr. rRVINE -No ad vice tendered to
the Lieutenant· Governor in the execution
of an ordinary act of the Execllti ve can
be confidential from this House.
Mr. BH.OMLEY.-Any advice tendered
by a Minister, or any correspondence
from the Imperial Governn,1ent, should,
in my opinion, if required to be pro·
· duced in connexion with an imp(H·tant
· question, be made availablc to this
'House, and it was upon those lines that
I moved my resolution. I am speak.iug now, as a matter of privilege, on the
,.question raised by the leader of the Opposition. I believe that all this correspond'ence should be made absolutely available
to honorable members of this House. I
do not care what advice may have been
given by the Premier to the LiclltenRntGovernor, the qne:'ltion that was recently
before the House was one of the gravest importance. No q llestion of so great importance had ever been raised in this Cham bel'
before. I am not dealing with the ques· tion of loyalty or disloyalty, bllt I am
dealing now with a question which will
furnish a precedent for all time. I hold
that the Premier ought to be in a position
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to answer this question fairly alld fully to
the House. I admit. that he said last
night that he would have to seek the
advice of the Lieutenant·Governor before
he could disclose certain telegrams .. I
believe that if he consults the LieutenantGovernor the latter, witb his constitutional knowledge, will allow him to give
these communicatiolls to the members of
this Chamber, which I hold, as a matter
of privilege, is fully entitled to them.
The question is whether the Premier and
the Lieu tcnan t-Governor in conj unction
are to hold matters in their possession
which members of this Cham bel', elected
by the people of this country, are not to
have an opportunity of knowing anything about.
'rhey arc in relation
to very grave matters that have to
be settled, and have been settled, in
this House. t hold, therefOle, that it is a
very grave constitutional question that
the Premier has now to decide, and I hope
that he will decide to place on the table
all the correspondence that has been asked
for. \Vithin the last two days there has
occurred one of the most extraordinary
circumstances that has ever happened ill
the history of the Victorian Parliament,
and I think it is a matter upon which we
should have all the information we can
obtain.
Mr. PEACOCK.-In reply to my two
honorable friends, I would say that I wish
them to understand that I ha,'e not the
slightest desire to withhold anythillg.
[ promised tho leader of the Opposition
that if I can be released from the promise that the documcnts were to be reo
garded as private and confidential I would
comply with this request. I have not yet
had an opportunity of seeing the Lieutenant-Governor.
e did purpose having
an Executivc Council meeting to-day, but
it. was postponed on account of the Supply
Bill not having gone through. There
will, however, be a meeting of the Execlttive Council to morrow. I will consult
the Lieutenant-Governor at the earliest
opportunity, and endeavour to be released
from the engagement I am under. The
telegram sent by the Lieutenant-Governor
was not merely a matter done on the
ad vice of his Ministers, but it was an
action that was also done by His Excellency as the representative of the King.
The leader of the Opposition 'will see that
Ris Excellency is also the representative
of the King in regard to matters of this
particular description.
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1\11'. IRVINE.-His Excellency is the
representative of the King in matters on
which the Premier may advise him.
Mr. PEACOCK.-~rhe honorable member will see that there is a little distinction.
The cablegram was sent by the Lieutenant-Governor. I am sorry that I am
being unduly pressed on this matter. If
the Lieutenant-Governor is prepared to
gi ve me a release from the promise that
the matter should be regarded as confidential, I will do what the honorable
mernber has asked me. If the honorable
member will give me time I will consult
the Lieutenant-Governor and be only too
delighted to comply with his request.
There is nothing in the cablegram that I
want to withhold, but I think it is unfair
to be unduly pressing me on the floor of
the House in view of the promise I have
given.
Mr. GILLIES.-I am afraid there is
some misapprehension on this poillt. I
fear that the Premier imagines that he is
being pressed for the purpose of supplying information that he would not be at
liberty to supply without first communicating with the Lieutenant·Governor. I
do not understand that that is the idea in
the mind of the leaqer of the Opposition
at all. I understand that the Premier
gare the Lieutenant-Goverllor certain
advice. All that is wanted, as I understand it, is to know whether the Government sees any objection to state to the
Honse what advice they gave to the Lieutenan t-Governor.
Mr. PEAcocK.-I have not the slightest
objection personally to that.
Mr. GILLIES.-I do not see that any
one can insist upon the honorable gentlema,n disclosing anything th,tt the Secretary of State for the Colonies communicated tothe Lieutenant-Governor, although
I have no doubt that if the. Secretary of
State for the Colonies were asked to
authorize the Lieutenant-Governor to inform this House what answer he gave to
the communication he received on any
matter of importance in the interests of
the State and of the Imperial Government, that answer would be given to us at
once. But I would not think of asking
for that at this stage. ·What is the value
of it? vVhat this House has the right to
express its opinion about is not the answer
of the Secretary of State to the question,
but the advice that the Government gave
to the Lieutenant-Governor. That is all
we want to know
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Mr. PRENDl<JRGAsT.-That is not private
and confidential, surely.
Mr. GILLIES.-It·is never private and
confidential if asked f01' by Parliament.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
Mr. Pl£ACOCK, by leave, moveuThat the following members form the Standing Orders Committee during the present session :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bent, Mr. Gail', Mr.
Gillies, Sir John McIntyre, and Mr. Peacock.

rl'he motion was agreed to.
LIBRAHY COMMITTEE.
Mr. PEACOCK, by leave, movedThat the following members form the Library
Committee of the Legislative Assembly during
the present session, with power to confer with
the committee of the Legislative Council :-Ml'.
Speaker, Mr. Fink, Mr. Gavan Duffy, Mr.
Madden, Mr. Shiels, and that the committee
have leave to sit on days on which the House
doesnotmeet.

Mr. SHIELS said that in reference to
this motion he was quite ill the dark as to
what the purpose was of having a Library
Committee at the present juncture. He
did not want to open up a question which
might cause friction between the Commonwealth Parliament and the State Parliament., but he had brought privately
under the notice of the Premier the fact
that at the present moment the members
of this House were completely in the
dark as to what were their rights over the
Library. l.'he House had a most important question nnder discussion on Tuesday
llight. That was a question which required for its proper consideration that
honorable members should have the opportunity of referring to books which
were not available in this building. l.'he
leader of the Opposition had spoken to
him (Mr. Shiels) about his own difficulty,
because of the want of those requisite
books of reference, and if he (Mr. Shiels)
had spoken himself, he would have been
under the same difficulty for the lack of
this assistance. There were questions in
cOllnexion with this ma,tter which made it
necessary that those who spoke upon them
should have access to authorities for their
proper elucidation. Fortunately, some of
the points which he had anticipated would
be ra.ised were not raised, and he had
therefore not found it necessary to trespass upon the time of the House. But
a large number of records, were essent.ial for the carrying out of the parliamentary work, and it was impossible
during a debate hastily to send half or
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thl'ee-q uarters of a mile for these records.
Then he would like to know what was the
position in regard to the maintenance of
the Library. W"ho was providing the
funds which the Parliament of Victoria
had hitherto provided for keeping up the
Library and having it supplied with all
the various works which were issued with
such astonishing rapidity from the press.
VVas he to understand that the State
Parliament:was subsidizing the Library, or
was it t.he Commonwealth Parliament
which was now doing so. 1£ the State
Parliament were subsidizing the Library
what were the rights of the members of
this House and of another pla.ce over the
books, jom'nals, and docnments which
were bought from time to time 1 It was
on matters of that kind that he thought
the House was fairly entitled to some
information. He had been absent from
the State for several months, and knew
little of what had been going on, bnt he
had heard of complaints, and he thought
that this matter was apropos of the considerations which arose out of the
appointment of this committee, the
functions and powers of which none of
the honorable members understood at
the present time. "When the HOllse was
dealing with the question as to what
accommodation should be provided for
the Commonwealth Parliament, it was
recognised that there were certain difficulties in the way. It was recognised
that that body might have met at a time
earlier than the State Parliamellt, and
while it was honorable members' intention
to provide that Parliament with accommodation during their temporary sojourn
here, it was recognised that the work of
fitting up the Exhibition-building might
not be sufficiently advanced to give the
Commonwealth Parliament the accommodation to which they ,vere entitled. A
Bill was therefore passed allowing the
State Government to exercise the option
of offering to the Commvnwealth Parliament the nse of the State parliamentary
building or the Exhibition-building. He
understo0d that the Government did not
exercise that option.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes, we did.
Mr. SHIELS said the option was not
exercised by the Government of Victoria.
The option was handed over to the Prime
Minister of the Commonwealth GovernmeIJt. That was, at least, how he (Mr.
Shiels) understood the matter, and he
"Would like to know the facts from the
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Premier. Did the Government of Victoria
say to the Commonwealth GO\'ei'llmellt
- " You shall have the State parliamentary buildings," or did it; hand over to
Mr. Barton and his colleagues the option
of selecting either the State parliamentary
buildings or the Exhibition-building?
Mr. PEACOCK.-I cunnot speak again
now. The facts are related in the Lieutenallt-Governor'sspeech.
Mr. SHIELS said that, as to the
agreement that had been referred to, he
had not seen a copy of it, but he had had
a conversation with the head of the
Government, who had been made aware
of the strong feeling which existed
amongst honorable members 011 the subject, especially with regard to the ulladvanced condition of the building in which
the St.'=tte Parliament was now sitting. On
Tuesday night the Opposition were considering a most important questionthat of the attitude they sliould take
up in regard to the Tocsin article.
The meeting was conducted under the
greatest difficulties, becanse of the hammering and sawing that was going on;
and the discussion had continually to be
sllspended until the noise was put an end
to. He had represented these" matters to
the head of the Government, so that
before the agreement was entered into in
regard to the housing of the Parliament
of the Commonwealth in the State parliamentary buildings, this House should
have some know:ledge of what were to be
the terms on which there should be a
joint occupation of some parts of the
State parliamentary buildings by the
the members of the two Parliaments.
'Vould the members of the State Parliament have the right to obtain" from tht}
Library books that were essential for the
discussions "which would proceed in that
House 1 In ~hort, would they have the
free use of the Library; and would steps
be taken to bring to this House certaiu
essential books and records which were not
at the Exhibition-buildi"ng at the present
time 1 He would like to know something
from the head of the Government in regard
to the present functions of the Library
Committee, of which he (Mr. Shiels) had
been a member for the past 21 years.
'Vhat was the committee expected to do,
and where were the funds to come from
for the future maintenance of the Librar'y 1
He would like to learn from the Chief
Secretary whether the State Government
exercised the option in the Act conferred
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on Ministers or handed over the option
to th~ Commonwealth -Government to
exercise.
Mr. STAUGHTON stated that when
Parliament granted the option to the
Commonwealth Parliament t~ either
accept the Exhibition-building or the
Parliament Houses in Spring. street, it
was thought that honorable members
were only parting with the httter building, and were not giving the Commonwealth Parliament also the furniture and
the Library. If the Federal Parliament
was to govern the Library a difficulty
would arise if the State Government did
not purchase worl{s to keep that Library
up to date, because when the Commonwealth Parliament .left the building in
Spring-street three or fonr years hence
the State Government would have to
obt.ain those works that wonld be necessary to mtl.ke the Li brary perfect. He
hoped the Government would take a
stand and say to the Federal Government
that the Library must be under the eontrol
of a joint committee of the two Houses.
Mr. PEAOOCK.-'rhe Government want
the Library Committee appointed so that
it can confer with them.
Mr. STAUGHTON said that the building that the State Parliament was now
oeeupying was in a state of disorgani.
zation, and the Honse ought to adjourn for
two or three weeks to enable it to be put
in thorough \yorking conditioll and members made comparatively comfortable.
Mr. IRVINE remarked that he thought
that a Library Committee would have to
be appointed, because the necessary books
required for the use of members of the
House must he obtained. He, however,
wished to point out that under the proposed agreement which the State Govel'llment contemplated entering int(l with the
Commonwealth Government, the future
control of the Library would be taken out
of the hands of the Library Committee of
the State Parliament and placed solely in
the hands of the Library Committee of
the Commonwealth Parliament. Paragraph 10 of the draft agreement showed
clearly that the cOlltrol of the Library
and of all the books ill it was to be handed
over absolutely to the discretion of the
Commonwealth Parliament. He did not
wish to raise anv difficulties whatever in
allowing the n~embers of the Commonwealth Parliament the fullest use of
valuable constitutional works in the
Library, because they would no don bt be
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of value to them in their debates. The
Library Committee, however, when it was
formed would no doubt have some sug-gestions to make which would to SOlr.e
extent enable some of the books to be
within handy reach of honontble members.
Some of the standard works \vere in duplicate and in triplicate in the Library, ar~d
these surplus copies might be brought
over to the Exhibition-building, whele
they would be available for honorabl~e
members. No doubt some amicable
arrangement could be arrived at. At the
same time he hoped that the Chief Secretary would consult with the Library Com·
mittee before agreeillg to the draft
agreement with the Federal Go'·ern-....
ment, because the agreement as it
stood would deprive the committee of
any power and render ineffectual
any suggestions of tho character htl had
alluded to. There should be some definite
statemen t made as to what power was to
to be -given to the Federal Government
over these books. There ought to be a joint
control over the whole of the books in the
Library. If that wero done, no doubt the
good sense of the represen tati ves of both
Parliaments on that comrnitteA would
enable some fair and arnicable arrange·
ment to be come to.
Dr. MALONEY observed that if the
duplicates and triplicates of the books
referred to by the leader of the Opposition were transfel'l'ed from the Library to
the Exhibition-building they might be
destroyed by fire, because the building
which the State P,lrliarnent was now
occupying, was, if llotan inflammable
building itself, adjoining a structure that
was in great danger of fire. Ho would
SUggl'st. that there should be a pneumatic·
tube between the two Houses. By the
aid of that tube, and a telephone, any
books 01' records that were required could
he obtained at practically a moment's
notice. He did not know whose fault it
was that the records had been left at
Parliament House, Spring-street, without
having any officer in charge of them. He
was glad to learn, however, that the
Speaker had taken prompt action to
remedy that. It. was to be regretted that
the Government had not carried out the
promise made by the previous Ministry
that the House would be consulted before
the Parliament Houses in Spring-street
were handed over to the Commonwealth
Government. It would have given honorable members an opportunity of dealing

230

LibTa'ry

[ASSEMBLY.]

with matters that they were now almost,
afraid to say anything about for fear of
raising friction between the two Parliaments.
The SPEAKER.-I think, as Speaker
of the House, it is only fair to honorable
members that I should tell them exactly
what the position is, Under section 350
of the Constitution Act Amendment Act,
every appointment to any office of Parliament is to be made by the Uoyemor in
Council upon the nomination, in the case
of officers of the Council, of the President,
and in the Ci:"\,se of officers of the Assemb1y,
of the Speaker, and in the case of officers
employed in the Library, of the Library
Committee.
I wish to call honorable
members' serious attention to this matter.
I have n,lready had a conference with the
President of the Council, because in such
matters as the. nomination of officers we
have a voice, as set forth in the Act I have
referred to, and the Governor in Council
makes the appointment if it approves of
the nomination. I do not know how a
dual system of management vf the kind
now suggested will give satisfaction. I
think that the proposed agreement
between the Commonwealth Government
and the State Government will conflict
with the section I have referred to, and it
will certainly conflict with our joint
Standing Order No.9, which says that at
the commencement of each session there
shall be appointed by each HOllse a committee of five members respeetively to
constitute a joint committee to manage
the Library. I think it is my duty to call
the attention of honorable members to
this matter, because, whether in earnest
or in joke, I was blamed for not having
pointed out the position to the House when
the Bill was before it last year in regard to
the removal of the State Parliament to this
building. It isnotforme to say whether the
agreement will repeal section 350 of The
Constitution Act Amendment Act. That
is a matter on \yhich the legal members
of the House may offer an opinion, but I
may say that the President of the Council
is of opinion that the agreement will
conflict wit h the section.
Under this
section the Library Committee has fnll
power to nominate officers employed in
the Library, and I think we should not
have an outside committee brought in in
I do not
conuexion with this matter.
know where the duties of the two committees will terminate. I do not want
the House to be taken by snrprise, and I
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therefore take this opportunity of placing
the matter before honorable members.
Mr. LEVIEN said he considered that
the Honse was indebted to the Speaker for
ha ving put the position before it so clearly.
frhe Library Committee should be appointed upon the express understanding
that the agreement was not confirmed
until it had beeu approved by the House.
Mr, PEAcocK.-That is the reason why
I am moving for the appointment of the
committee. .
Mr. LEVIEN said that it was evident
the agreement would have to be modified
in order to comply with the Consti.tution
Act.
Mr. FOSTElt remarked that when the
Bill dealing with the probable transfer of
the State Parliament to the Exhibitionbuilding was under the consideration of
Parliament last year, the honorable member for TOOl'ak pointed out the difEculties
that were now l'I,rising, The leader of the
Opposition had shown that the whole of
t.he rights of this Honse in the
Library would be parted with, at any
rate, for some years if the agreemen 1". was
adopted in its present form. At the ~:ame
time, it was but right that the choic,~ of
buildings should have been given to the
Federal Parl!ament, but it was a mar/tel'
of opinion whether good taste had b\~en'
shown by the Federal Government in
exercising the option, and selecting the
buildings in Spring-street. He had been
told by several honorable members of tt.e
Commonwealth Parliament that they
would just as soon have come to the Exhibition-building as have occupied th,;)
Houses in Spring-street_ The Federal
Parliament had no records to preSI;ll'Ve_ It:
had its reeords, and also its Library, to
make. The records in the building in
Spring.street were simply of nse to the
State Parliament. He thought that, havillg
gone so far, the House should insist on
its future rights being strictly preserved.
Amongst those rights should be the right
of honorable members to enter the Library
freely, and to have access to the books,
papers, and records.
Mr. TH,ENWITH said he thought that
the discussion was unnecessary.
Very
important points had been raised, but
tbe dangers contemplated did not exist.
He thought that he would be able to
cle'lr away some of the apprehensions
that were in the minds of honorable
members. The objection raised by the
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honorable member for N ormanby was
that it appeared that the Government
did not exercise the option given to it by
the Act passed last year in regard to
Parliament-buildings, and that the Government had handed the option over to
the Federal Government for it, to exercise. That was absolutely misleading.
The option was exercised by the Govel'l1or
in Council. One of the means of exercising the option was to ascertain the wishes
of the guests of the State. There had
been 110 derogation of the power of the
State Government in ascertaining· the
wishes of the guests of the State.
:Mr. S'l'AUGHToN.-·But when yon come
to our house you do not ,,,ear our clothes.
Mr. TRENWITH said he was referring
to the build ing, and llOt to the books
therein.
If he were the gLlest of the
honorable member for Bourke 'Vest, it
would be no derogat.ion of his option in
asking him (Mr. 'rrenwith) which of two
bed-rooms be would prefer, and whell he
had expressed his preference it would be
at the option of the honorable member to
place the room at his disposal.
.Mr. IRVINE,-No.
Mr. TH.EN'VITH said if honorable
members saw any distinetioil between
these similies he ~d~d not.
'fhe power
conferred on the Governor in Council by
the Commonwealth Arrangements Act
1900 was as follows:Subject to such terms and conditions as may
ue deemed expedient, and notwithstanding
anything contained in the Exhibitions Act
1890, or in any rule or regulation therelinder
or in any Act, it shall be lawflll for the
Governor in Council from time to time by
agreement with the Governor-General or otherwise, to ma.ke arrangements for the use and
occupation by the Parliament of the Commonwealth of the whole or any part of the Exhibition-buildings, or of the Parliament Houses,
Sprillg-street, Melbourne.

So fat' the Library had not been handed
over, nor was it" as far as he knew, intended to be handed over, except in so
far as it was expedient to allow members
of the Commonwealth Parliament to have
the use of it jointly with the members ()f
the State Parliament. 'rhat, of cours8,
had reference to the nse of the books at
present in the Library. vVhat the Government desired to do now was to
appoint the Library Committee of t.his
House to manage the Library that belonged to this Parliament.
Mr. MURRAY.--Is it in the agreement
that the committee of the State Parliament is to control the Library 1
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Mr. TRENvVITH said that the Government considered it had sufficiently safeguarded the rights of the State Parliament
as regarded the management of the
Library.
MI'. TRVINE,-Do you mean the books 1
Mr. THENWITH said he meant both
as regarded the Li~rary and the books.
The members of the State Parliament
would have absolute uninterrupted access
to the Library and the books at all propel'
times.
He, however, agreed with the
J~adel' of the Oppositioll, now that his
attention had been called to the matter,
that i.t appeared necessary to more clearly
define, in the pl~posed agreement,. the
powers that the State Parliament would
have in regard to the use of the Library
and the books.
That was one of the
reasons why the Library Committee should
be appointed without delay. There were
also certain appointments to be made, concerning which the Library Committee
would have to be consul ted. For instance,
there was the appointment of a librariau
in the place of the Inte Mr. Church.
:Mr. KIR'l'ON,-That gentleman is already
there who is entitled to that appointment .
Mr. TRENWI'rH said it was nut the
duty of the Government to appoint officers
of the Library when Parliament was in
session. He desired to have the benefit
of a conference with the Lihrary Committee befor~ such an important appointment as that WtlS made.
.Mr, BRm[LEy.-There is no other choice
in the matter.
Mr. 'rRENWITH said that he thought
it was not proper for the honorable member to say that now. There were q nite a
number of other applicants.
MI'. TOUTCHER.-'Vho will pay the
librarian 1
Mr. TRENWITH said that the Federal
Pa,rliament, l'ecognisillg that the State
Parliament was makillg great sacrifices in
cOllnexion with the Library, had already
voted full salaries for all persons employed.
in eonnexion with the Parliament Houses,
Spring-street, but at the same time the
appointment of ;t libniriun was being left
to the State authorities.
Mr. TOUTCHEH.-'l'O this Parliament?
Mr, 'l'RENWITH said certainly it
1l111St be so if honorable members so
desired.
Mr. E. CAMERON (Evelyn). -That is not
in the agreement.
Mr . .MURRAY.-Ynu will have to stand
by the agreement if yon choose to accept it
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:Mr. rrRENW!TH said that he did not
think the honorable mel'nber was right in
that matter.
.
Mr. IRVINE.-I am very glad to hear
the Chief Secretary say so.
Mr. rfREN'YITH said he desired to
urge on honorable members, as the
Government had done absolutely nothing
in t.he way of parting with any rights of the
State Parliament over the Library, that
the Library Committee should be appointed.
The Library belonged to the State, and it
could be controlled by the State Parliament, aud moreover could be removed if
honorable members so desired it.
Mr. IRVINE.-I am afraid that would
not be so if the agreement is signed.
Mr. TRENWTfH said he was pointing
out that nothing whatever had been
definitely done so far. He was urging
on honorable members to see that steps
were taken that th~ rights to be given in
connexion with the Library to the Federal
Government were clearly defined, and
the Library Committee should be appointed to ad vise the Government ·as to
what was the most convenient way, and
what was the safest way, in which to control the Parliament-buildings, Spring. street, and the very valuable Library
there, so that State interests might be
fully safeguarded. It had been suggested
that the books should be brought to the
Exhibition-building. He did not think
that was a desirable course, but obviously
before the Government could decide
properly and wisely S0 important an issue
there should be elected from this House a
committee of gentlemen in whose judgment and industry the House had every
confidence, and who would give the
Government sorne guidance in that connexion. rrhat was the reason why his
colleague, the Premier, had departed from
the usual cour~e of giving notice of the
appointment of a committee of this character. It was a case of urgency, and it was
• thought desirable that the committee
should be elected that evening.
Mr. ME'l'HvEN.-Has the Commonwealth
Parliament appointed a Library Committee 1
Mr. THEN'VITH said he thought that
even if the State Parliament appointed a
Library Committee, and decided to have
absolute control over all the books that
were in t.he Library, he still considered the
Commonwealth Parliament would have to
appoint a Library Committee, because
there \Yere some matters of literature
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which would be of exclusive interest to
the Commonwealth Parliament.
He
trusted that such an arrangement would
be arrived at that the Librar'y would be
available to the members of the Common wealth Parliament under reasonable
and fair conditions. Every possible care
would be taken that it was made as completely as possible available to the members of the State Parliament. That was the
first essentiaJ. Honorable members might
depend on it that no step ·would be taken
as far as the Government \ras concerned
that would deprive members of the valuable Library that they had been building
up for years.
Mr. IRVINE.-It will be impossible for
us to make any arrangements after the
agreement is signed.
Mr. TRENWrrH said the agreement·
should not be signed until the clause the
honorable member had referred to was made
more secure. It never struck him that
there was a danger in that clause until the
hOllorable member read it. It seemed to
give the Federal Parliament powers, which
if it choose to make use of them, might be
very baneful indeed, but he felt that even
with those powers there would be very
little danger. That clause, however, should
be amended.
Mr. SHIEI~s.-Can you answer me thi~
question ~ W]lO is going to provide the
subsidy for the Library ~ 'Ye have been
in the habit of voting a certain sum every
yeaI'.
The SPEAKEH.-In conjunction with
the Premier I had a consultation with
the Prime Minister with regard to this.
The Prime Minister is prepared to take
over the Library as it is: with the books
as they are, and to see that proper care is
taken of them. Honorable members will
have full right to use the books.
The
Federal Government will purchase ,,,hatever additional books they may require,
and pay for them und take care of them.
'Ye can start now alld get the additional
books we were accllstomed to get in the
past, and with thom form the nucleus of
a Library here. 1'heFederal Government pays all expenses in connexion with
the purchase of new books, which will
ultimately become our property.
Mr. IRvINE.-Are they to have complete
control of the existing books?
The SPEAKER.-According to the
9th standing order, . this committee ·is
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not an advisory committee, but a committee to manage the Library, and this is"
inconsistent with the proposal in the
agreement.
Mr. TRENWITH said he must repeat
that he thoug~t the clause referred to by
the honorable member for Lowan ought to
be amended. The othel' questions were
whether the Victorian Parliament should
buy Hew books and put them in the
Library, or whether they should discontinue buying new books altogether and
leavo the Commonwealth Parliament
to purchase such books as it thought
fit, and take them away when" l,~av
iug our Library, or whether the Victorian Pai'liament should buy the books it
wanted, and the Commonwealth Parliament should do the same for itself.
These were all questions of importance,
but they could be better discussed during
the first stage by a Library Committee.
Parliament" could then decide which of
these courses was the best to adopt. The
periodical literature hac~ been kept up to
date.
Mr. l\1URIt.AY.-WIlJ is that literature
not sent here?
Mr. TREN"WITH said. that the magazines that had always been supplied to
the Library wero mostly in duplicate, and
it had already been arranged that one
copy of each ,vas to be sent to -this
building?
Mr. MURR.Ay.-vVhy are they not
sent?
Mr. r:rREN"WITH said he could not say
why, but, at any rate, arrangements had
been made. Honorable members could
not expect all the arrangements incidental
to the removal to this building to be complete.
Mr. KIRToN.-"Are the daily papers to
be kept here?
Mr. TREN"WITH said that obviously
the daily papers would be kept here, and
the whole of the newspapers would have
to be kept here, but, as yet, there was
no room' sufficiently prepared to receive
them. The newspapers would be filed as
in the old House. All the documents
that were available in the old Library
would be made available here, and whatever experience taught should be done
would be done; but, at present, it was
impossible for anybody to say what was
the most expedient th~ng to do. Hence it
was necessary to at once proceed to the
election of a Library Committee.
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Mr. MADDEN stated that he thought
it was right for him, as one of the members nominated for the committee, to say
a few words as to what the position really
was. If the committee was appointed as
" proposed, and the agreement was already
executed, the committee would be in a
very false position indeed. There was no
mistake, in reading the agreement, as to
what the power of the Commonwealth
committee over the Library would be if
the agreement were signed. The Commonwealth committee would have the
control which the State Parliament committee had previously had, and that was
complete control over the books and everything connected with the Library. If that
agreement had gone forth for approval,
and had been approved, then there was a
contract. What power, then, would the
committee of the State Parliament have
to deal with the matter at all? 'rhe
proper course would be for the Government to recall the proposed agreement
and to recast it, so as to leave some room
for discussion between the two committees
as to what the future arrangements
should be. There was nothing that conduced so much to peace as ~he reducing of the intentions of the parties to
writing.
There was a chance now of
doing that, and, if it were done, the
two committees could meet and discuss
the matter and report to the House.
If the document were executed the
appointment of the Library Committee
now proposed would be very much like
closing the stable door when the horse had
gone.
Mi. FINK remarked that the debate
on this very important matter was rather
fortunate at that time.
It was quite
clear from the standing order to which
the Speaker had referred, that should the
agreement be signed in the form proposed,
it would transgress the provisions of the
Act of Parliament.. It was quite apparent
to him that there \vas nothing in the
Commonwealth Arra.llgements Act that
~uthorized the Government to in any
way dispose of the control of the Library.
It was also quite clear that there seemed
to be no intention on anyone's part to
transgress the law. The Commonwealth
Arrangements Act simply empowered the
Government of the day to make arrangements as to the building, and gave them
power to offer to the "Federal Parliament
eit.her the Exhibition-building or the Parliament House. He had nev.er questioned
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the propriety of the act taken by the
Government, and did not in any way
question the universal desire that the
mem bel's of the Common wealth Parliament should he cOllvenienced in every
possible way, even to having the use of
the Library, but it was quite clear that
the law provided for the control of the
Library by a Library Committee of the
State Parliament., and that that law had
not been affected in any way by the Commonwealth Arrangements Act. He would
direct the attention of the AttorneyGeneral to the words in the ActFor the llse and occupation by the Parliament of the Commonwealth, for
the purposes of a House of Parliament of the whole or any part (J)
of the land descrihed in the !lrd
schedule to the Exhibition Act 1890,
and any buildings erected or to be
erected thereupon, or (2) of the Parliament Houses and gardens situate
in Parliament-place., Spring-street,
in the city of Melbourne.

He wonld be extremely surprised if any
lawyer contended that those words, expressly cr by implication repealed, altered,
01' abridged in any \Yay the special powers
contained in the Act relating to the Library.
He was quite sure the statement made
by the Premier that the suggestion had
already been made for some modification
of the agreement would satisfy honorable
members that there would be no friction
in settling this matter. So far as he could
gather from what the Chief Secretary had
said, he took it that the actual management of the Library would be such as
wonld find favour with honorable memhers. A bookless House would be something new in the history of Parliament,
and thuy did not want to go down to posterity as an ignorant Parliament. -Whatever could be done should be done to mitigate the inconvonience that mombers were
now put to.
He was quile sure that the
Commonwealth Government had commenced to make provision for the establishment of an . independent Library. The
Vietol'ian Parliament would have to make
provision at its own expense for the COlltinuance of its own Library, and the purchase of standard books of reference and
records. One of the first efforts of the
Library Committee and its officers should be
the immediate establishment in the Imilding of a comprehensive reference Library,
to be supplemented from time to time.
That was a task of immediate moment,
and he under~tood that Mr. vVadsworth,
Mr. Fi1ik.
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the librarian, had already got a large list
of magazines and journals ready to be
brought here as soon as the' building was
put in order. The main object he had in
rising to speak was to call the attention
of the Government to what was the clear
position-that· the Parliament had not
repealed the Act providing for the control
of the Library, and that the standing
ordera, although made in pursuance of
parliamentary authority, had t.o be read
with that Act. 'rhe coutrol of the Library
by the Commonwealth Parliament was
not authorized by the Commonwealth
Arrangements Act, thorefore it was most
fortunate that the agreement was not yet
signed.
Mr. IRVINE stated that he would like
to make a suggestioll. I t appeared pretty
clear that t.he agreement gave the Speaker
the authority which was vested in the
Governor in Council, and certainly ill that
respect would have the effect of purporting to do llothing short of what an Act of
Parliament could do. He thought the
Library Committee should be -appointed,
and that it should have an opportunity of
conferring with the Library Committee appointed by the Federal Government. Until
some arrangement with regard to the
Library had been arrived at., to be submitted to this Howse, the execution of
the agreemeut should be postponed.
Mr. PEACOCK said he had not the
faintest idea that the honorable member
for Norman by was going to open up such
a discussion as he had done that night.
Mr. MURRAY.-This is the first chance
he has had.
Mr. PEACOCK said he supposed it was
impromptu, too. He brought forward the
motion primarily with the idea of getting
the Library Committee appointed. 1'he
President of - the Legislative Council
wrote to him, and Sir Henry Cuthbert
spoke to him in regard to the poillts
raised. As the leader of the Opposition
would remember, WhEll the House filst
met., he (Mr. Peacock) brought the matter
up in regard to the agreement nllder
notice, but he felt then that the leader of
the Opposition was going to take np
the position that the Government shollld
not have offered the Parliament Houses to
to the Federal Parliament. He said at
the time that he would submit the agreement, but that he was going to stand by
the act of the Gov.ernment in offering
Parliament Houses to the Federal Parliament. There was not the slightest danger
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'of the federal authorities or the Victorian
Government coming into conflict in regard
to the matter. The relations between
them had been most amicable.
Mr.IRYlxE.-But we wllnt to minimize
the risk.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was heartily
with the honorable member in that respect. The agreement was circulated so
that suggestions might be made.
Although his colleagues differed from him,
he felt himself that it was almost degrading that there should be any question of drawing up an agreement" as
as if it. were a transaction between landlord and tenant, and that they could
not trust the federal authorities, nor
the federal authorities trust' them.
He contemplated that whoever would be
managing the affairs of either side would
be reasonable men.
The object the
Government had. in moving for the appointment of a Library Committee was
that it should deal with this particular
question, and with any suggestions that
might be made.
He saw some of the
Federal Ministers that day, and they were
delighted at the suggestion made. Surely
the honorable member for Normanby did
not think the Federal Government were
going to take any ad vantage they could
of the State Parliament in re!rard to the
agreement. Did the honorable member
really believe that such a cont.ingency as
he had suggested was likely to arise?
'With regard to the question of the officers,
the Federal Government wrote to him
asking for the transfer of certain officers,
so that the whole of the maintenance, and
the salaries of the officers that would be
appointed on the nomination of the
Library Committee, would be paid by the
Federal Government itself. Any new
books required by the State Parliament
would be paid for by it, and Hny books required by the Federal Parliament would
be paid for by the Federal Government.
Mr. SHlELs.-I am satisfied if they will
allow an amendment to be made in the
agreement.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was perfectly
sure that the members of the Federal
Government would not refuse any reasona'ble request.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE observed that
he had been within the precincts of the
building for about an hour before the
House sat, and had looked carefully
thrlUugh the business paper: but found
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no refe~ence ~vl1ateve: in it tp the important dISCUSSIOn takmg place. Through
concessions made by honorable members
yesterday the Government got through
the Supplementary Estimates
without any difficulty, and he had thouaht
,that· all the important work ~as
done for the present until he came
~n to the chamber and found a very
Important discussion going on. He felt
offended to think that he should be slipped
up by tho leader of the House, who had
allowed new work to be introduced.
The SPEAKER.- 'fhat expression is
not a very happy one. Leave was asked
to introduce this motion, and it was aiven
butit is the duty of honorable members if
they wish to prevent leave bein a given' to
be present and object. I have °never ~et
known the Speaker to object to lea,,';) bein a
gi ven. I don't think it is the S peaker'~
duty.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said that he
would be the last to reBed on the Speakei·.
He could, understand leave being asked
sometime during the evening, but not
when members were outside attendinlY to
business. He hoped the Speaker "'~,Ild
not be annoyed at him for drawing
~ttention to this proceeding., He \yould
lIke to ask if there was any truth in the
rumour that the Federal Parliament had
already appointed a Library Committee.
'Vas that so ~
Mr. BEN'l'.-Yes.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said if that were
true he would like to know what position
the State Parliament was placed in.
,,~ere they going to have a joint com-·
mIttee of the State Parliament actina in
union with a committee of the Federal
~arlia~nell t~, 'Was it to be an irnperi'llrn in
~rnp~1'10 ?
We. had given the 1m perial
Parhamellt a rIght to occnpy a buildin o '
that had cost us an immense amount of
money. But we did not give them the
right to the contents of the Library without some contro~ on the part of the
landlord.
How were accoullts 0o'oin /"7a to be
.
k ept 111 regard to what we Dut into the
Library ~
,
Mr. PEACOCK. - 'Ve will have our own
officers there all the time.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE said that the
question before the House was one of
very great importance, inasmuch as there
should be a fair start, and .we should
know where we were in reaard to our 1'elat,ion:ship with the Fede~a.l P3xliamcnt.
W hen a guest came to his house he was
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generally offered the best· chair, but he Let the Federal Parliament appoint their'
usun,llv refused to take it. Our fp-deral own committee for the purchase of any
guestS' had taken thcl very best in the books that they might require to form
place. Seeing that our federal guests t,heir own Library, and those books would
had taken the best, we wanted to pay of course bear their own mark.
them all the compliments we could.
Mr. rrRENWI'l'H - VV' e are not now dis'rhere was an old yarn,' which 'said, ' cussing the Library, but ;the 'handing over
"This is the hecht" of hospitality.'" of the building, and the exercise of the
Everything had ~'en done to 11!ake the option'.
Fedeml Pm;liallleiit as comfortable as
Mr. BROMLEY stated that they were
possible, and he thought they might show discussing, on the motion before the
a littlc reciprocity and say that they were House, the constitution of the Library
willing to take any positioll as regarded Committee, and they could not discuss
the Library, \\' hich belonged to this State, any, other question outside that. rfhe
and which cost the State such an im- matter was plain and simple. Let the
mensity of money. Members of the State Federal Parliament or their Library ComParliament should llot have to go, almost mittee from the Senate and the House of
on bended knees, to consult any work Representatives buy any works they
they desired. It was the duty of the chose, and they would of course have the
State Parliament to maintain the Library privilege of stvring them in what were the
as an heirloom of the State of Victoria, Federal Houses of Parliament for the time
and to guard against the 'possibility even being. But it was a recognised fact that
of the wooden annexe being the means of the State Farliament would h:we to go
back to that building some time or other.
setting fire to it.
\11'. BROMLEY rernarked that, like the
An HONoRABIJE MEnIBER.-Next century.
Premier, he thanked God that he was not
Mr. BROMLEY said it might be next
a lawyer, but he thought he had a little century. He himself was not in a hurry
common sense in regard to questions of to go back, and he was perfectly contented
The Act which was to remain where he was. He would repeat
this character.
quoted by, the honorable member for -let the Federal Parliament purchase
J olimont specifically laid down that the such additional books as they thought
Parliament House in Spring-street was proper for their own use, but he concurred
given for the use and occupation of the with other members who had spoken,
members of the Federal Parliament. Now, that for a mixed committee to be formed
in giving over the use of that House to the from the Federal Parliament and the
Federal Parliament, members of the State State Parliament would only lead to
Parliament willingly-he believed that future trouble, and he hoped that course
every member of the Assembly would say would not be carried out. All books that
willingly-gave them also tho use of the were purchased in future for the use of
Library.
But when it came to the members of the State Parliament should
question of the management of the Libra.ry be stored in the building whioh they now
for the fuutre, he thought it would be a occupied.
serious mistake to ha.ve a joint manageMr. MURRAY.-Have we not offered the
ment. It was admitted by tho Chief Federal Parliament the use of the whole
Secretary and the Premier that the of the old Parliament-buildings, and does
Library should be under State control, not that include the Library ~
Mr. BROMLEY observed that was unttnd yet clause 10 of the agreement provided for joint management. He ven- doubtedly the case. He presumed the
tured to say that joint management would honorable member meant that the State
lead to a considerable amount of trouble Parliament had also given the members
and difficulty, and this could be easily of the Federal Parliament the ,use,
obviated by all purchases that were made not on Iv of the Victorian Parliament
in future for the State Library, being House, . . but also the use of this
placed in the Exhibition-building for the building if they chose to come here.
use of members of the State Parliament; That was quite true; but what he adthe Library as it now existed being placed vocated was that all works purchased for
at the disposal of the Federal Parliament, the use of the State Parliament in futuro
but under State control-under the con- by the State Library Committee should
trol of the Joint Library Committee of be stored in this building, and if the memthe two Honses of the State Parliament. bers of the Federal Parliament required
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the use of any of those works they could
(lome here, just as members of the State
Parliament had to go to the Federal Parliament House to look at any books there
when they required to see them. The Act
-distinctly laid down that the State Government was to hand over Parliament Houses
;for the use and occupation of the Federal
Parliament, but it did not say a word
about forming committees composed of
members of the'two Parliaments.
We
thought that, in order t.o avoid future
complications, the two Parliaments-the
Federal Parliament and the State Parliament -should act distinctively upon all
questions such as those which had been
brought up on the present occasion.
Mr. T UCKl£R said it appeared to
him that the question which had been
traised by the honorable member for
Lowan was as to what would be the
,duties of this Library Committee after
they were appointed. Now, if the agree·
ment which had been circulated was to
become a valid one, then he had 110
hesitation ill saying that the committee
which it was
proposed to appoint'
would have no duties whatever to
perform; they would be a committee in
name only. By clause 6 of the agree·
·ment the State Goverllment handed over
to tho Commonwealth Parliament the
right" in fact the cornpulsory duty, of
keeping the buildings, fittings, furniture,
and Library imured agaillst fire.
By
-clause 8 the Commonwealth Government
was to bear the cost of the rate or rates,
if any, for the time, payable ill respect of
those buildings. Clause 10, however, was
the import.ant feature of the agreement
as regarded the Library, l:Il1d it ",as
couched in peculiar terms. It was as
followsThe Library shall, as nearly as may be,
be managed and conducted in the same way as
heretofore when the same was controlled hy
the State Parliament, and the Library Committee of the Commonwealth Parliament shall
manage the same in all respects as nearly as
may be as has been customary.
.

It would be noticed that the control of
the Library by the State Parliament was
spoken of altogether in the past tense,
and the te,rmR of this clanse of the agreement would certainly lead at least any
layman to believe that they were handing over the Library wholly and solely to
the Federal Parliament., Moreover, there
was the sta:tement of the Premier that
th.e Feel.e,ra) Prime Minister had asked
Session 1901.-[17.J
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that the officers of the Libran should be
transferred to the Federal Government,
or placed under the control of the Federal
Government.
Mr. PEAcocK,-':"Loaned to them, that
'is all. The'y would still be our officers.
Mr. TUCKER stated t.hat it certainly
appeared to him that if this agreement was to be accepted, they were
handing over the sole control of the
Library to the Commonwealth Government; and if that was the case, then
the nomination and election of the
Library Committee, as proposed in the
motion before the House, was altogether
out of place, because the committee would
have no duties to perform.
~rhe Government must now see that some of the
clauses of this agreenlent had no I'jght
to be there, anci it seemed to him that
the Government must withdraw the
agreement if there was going to be any
Library Committee at all.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT remarked that
in the 6th clause of the agreement was an
obligation on the part of the Common. wealth Government to insure the buildings, furniture, and Library' of the Parliament Houses which they were now occupying. It was a very fair clause in the
opinion of the State Government., seeing
that the Commonwealth Government was
not Ileing charged any rent for the nse of
the buildings. The 8tn clause, no doubt,
put the obligation on the Commonwealth
Government of paying any rate or rates,
if there should be any, payable in respect
of the Parliament-buildings.
Of comse
there could be no rates or taxes against
the State Parliament; but whether there
might be flny obligation to pay rates in
the case of the Commonwealth Government was a question which need not be
discllssedat present, except to say th.tt if
any rates had to be paid the Commonwealth Government would have to pay
them. Astothe 10t.hclause of the agreement, he qllite admitted that it required
amendment, anet it must be amended.
This, however, was only a draft agreement, which, he took it, was in the
nature of an offer prepared by his (Si1'
Samuel Gillott's) predecessor, which offer
the Governm"!nt could withdraw.
Mr. IRVINE.-A sllgl!ested offer.
Sit' SAMUEL GILLOTT said that, tho
offer had not been accepted, and it was
tho intention of . the Government to at
once intimate to the Commonwealth Government that this clause would require
T
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alteration.
In order to facilitate that
alteration it was advisable that the
Library Committee should be appointed
to-night.
.
Mr. PHENDEHGAST .observed that
there was no use in dealing with this
matter from a sentimental point of view.
The fact was that there were certain documents which \vere ausolutely necessary to
the conduct of the business of the Assembly, which documents were in the
Parliament-buildings, now occupied by
the Federal Legislature j and when a debate was in progress ,vas just the time
when one of those documents was almost
im;tantaneously required. There were a
number of booI\:s, papers, or other documents which might be wanted by an
honorable member, which he could not
obtain by merely sending to the Library'
for them, but had to look for himself,
and how could an honorable member leave
that chamber and get a docum~nt which
he required to use in the debate which
was proceeding, under present circumstances 7 He (Mr. Prendergast) sent for a
paper the previous night which he required at Olice, and it took something
over three-quarters of an hour to obtain
it. Again, that evening he sent for a return which he wanted within ten or fifteen
minutes, but it took over an hour for it to
arrive .. There were certain papers, documents, and boot'{s in the Spring-street
building which, even if it was necessary
to duplicate them, should be placed in the
Library in the State building for the use
of hOllorable members. Those documents
and books mnst not be allowed to remain
in the Federal Parliament House unless
the State was prepared to make a donation of them to the Federal Parliament. A
debate might arise on a particular aspect
of a question, and it might be necessary in
a few minutes to obtain some document
or book which was required to be quoted
from or to give some information that
was wanted immedjatel~. How frequently
had a n~ember during the course of a
debate said to a friend sitting alongside"Keep this debate going for five minutes j
I want to look at an important book in
the Library in order to quote an opinion
from it" 7 Snch a thing would not be
possible under the present circumstances.
He desired to point out to the Premier
·that there was no churlish spirit whatever
exhibited in connexion with this matter, '
when members demanded that they
should be able to put their hands on the
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documen ts they requit:ed with the smallest
possible delay. The leader of the Opposition, in bringing this matter bef<?re the
House, had the interests of the House·
and the interests of the whole of the
members at heart, and he (Mr. Prendergast) hoped that such an answer would
be given by the Government as would
show that it was to be clearly understood
that such books as were necessary for the
conduct of the business of the House
should be made available on these premises, and that the control of the Library
should not be permitted to escape from
the State' Parliament. There were now
a large number of documents of which
there were duplicate copies in the other
building, and some of those copies should
be brought to the building now occupied
by the State Parliament. If it was necessary to provide fresh buildings for the deliberations of the State Parliament, it was.
just as neeessary to provide that the State
Parliament should have a Library on these
premises for the use of members. He was.
confident that the Premier wonld Bot COIlsnIt the convenience of honorable members unless he provided for .books being
supplied 011 these premises. If this was
not done there was no doubt that it would
canse continuous complaiut and irritation
to honorable members when the House
beeame morc deeply engaged in debate
than it was at the begillning of the session. He hoped the Library Committee
would take such power in their hands as.
wouM enable them to trallsfer a due proportion of the bookl:! in the other building
to this building. As for having pipes with
hydraulic pressure to convey books from
the Spring·street building to this House,.
he thought the idea was absurd. 1twas.
often not a question of getting a book
from the other House, but a mem ber frequently required to go through a great
number of books to find the special quotation ,,,hich he wanted at the time; and
if a pipe was provided it would be
necessary to have a pipe big enough toconvey the member as well as the book.
He hoped tbe Premier would face theposition. They must have books on the
premises. They wanted a complete fileof the newspapers kept there.
If he·
desired to consult a file of the Times, or:
the A'I'gus, or the Age for the last t~n or
fifteen years, he ought to be able to do·
it in that building, instead of having to·
go or ~end to another place.
It might·
be, and often would be, necessary for 8i.
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member to go himself in sueh cases, be- the Premier, and the House could trust
cause he might n~t recollect the exact the gentlemen who had been nominated to
date of the occurrence or article which act ttS a)l advisory board and to carry out
the negotiations with the Federal Govel'nhe had in his mind.
Nothing wonld
He was absolutelv satisfied that
satisfy honorable members except that . ment.
there should be a portion of the Reference the commiLtee would see tl;at the interests
Library placed at their disposal on these of this State were fully protected. Under
premises. Honorable members who were theso circumstances he thought that the
prepared to deny that now would, he felt Honse could not do better than appoint
certain, in a few weeks comeronnd to his the Library Commit tee, and leave it to
that committee and the Premier to see
way of thinking.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland) re- that the interests of the State Parliament
marked that there was a great deal of were protected, and that before anything
force in the argnment of the honorable final was dOlle the agreement was ,submember for Melbourne North, and he mitted to t he Honse.
rrhe SPEAKEH.-I desire to inform
thought it would not inconvenience the
Federal Parliament, which would have to honorable members, with regard to the
provide a Library for itself in the end, observations of the honorable member for
if the State Parliament took snch books MP.lboHl'lle North, that., in the absence of
of reference as would be necessary to a Library Committee, I have given inthis bnilding.
OF conrse the Federal structions for the employment of an
Parliament would have to replace those officer of this House to take charge of
books, but the new volumes they pllt'- tIle St.ate papers over at the Federal
chased would be useful to them at some building. I have also directed that a.
future time when they had a Librarv of special telephone wire should be provided,
their own, and they could take tl;ose so as to have direct communication with
books with them when they removed to that officer. I have further arranged to
other <]uarters. He believed that the have all the papers and Bills relating to
Library Committee which was to be ap- the last three sessions placed at the dispointed 'would find that it was quite posal of honorable members ill the buildfeasible to do what the hmlOrable member ing. Many of the retnrns, of course, are
for Melboul'lle North had slIggested wit.h- already bound jn volumes, and those are
out cansing any inconvenience to the now at the disposal of honorable members;
but I have arranged for the Bills and
Federal Parliament.
Mr. McKENZIE observed t.hat the papers of the last two or t.hree sesgreat danger in connexiol1 with a debate sions to be placed in this building at
of this description was that statements Ollce.
Mr. BENT remar~ed that when the
might be made by hon6rable members in
the Assembly which were apt to be mis- Premier brought on this motion he was
'understood outside. There was no doubt apparently under the impression that
that great benefit had been derived from there wonld be no opposition to it or disthe leader of the Opposition having drawn cussion npoll it. It was admitted, howthe attention of the Government to ever,' by the variolls legal members who
clause 10 of t.he agreement; but the had spoken, that clause 10 of the proGO"ernment had met the honorable mem- posed agreement was contrary to law.
ber in a very fa.ir spirit, and one to which Instead of appointing the Library Commitsee, would it not be better for the
no one could possibly object.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I met him in the same Government to postpone the consideration
way last evening privately.
of the motion and bring down an amended
Mr. McKENZIE stated that. he was agreement ~
The Library Committee
HoL aware of that. The Premier had would not be charged with any responsiacknowledged that a mistake was made, bility. The Attorney-General was the man
and had undertaken to see that it was to prepare the agreement, as he was rerectified. That was all that honorable sponsible to the Honse. It was all very
members could require. No doubt what well to 'say that honorable members should
the honorable member for Portland had have confidence in the Federal Government,
j llst said was very good, but this was llot but there was not the slightest doubt
the place in which to discuss matters of about it that the Commonwealth Governthat sort. If the Library Committee was ment and Parliament. hlld started off in a
appointed, that committee would advise . really regal fashion. Although the thing
U
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had not happened to himself (Mr.
Bent), he had been told that members of
the Ai:isemoly had been really pushed out
of the othel' place. He noticed that in
the agreement there was a lot of provision
with regard to the billiard-room, but who
wanted to go to the Federcll building to
play uilliards ~ There was also something
about the refreshment-rooms, bnt one
could go to Parer's and get as good food
as he could get at Parliament Honse. He
thought that any reference to the billiardroom and the refreshment-room might
have been left out of the agreement
altogether. 'rhe portion, ho\\'ever, relating
to t,ile Lihmry \\'as of great importance,
and in his opinion it "'as contrary to law.
HonoraLle members had be.en -reminded
that the present leader of the Opposition, when At.torney-General in the
MuLeall Govel'llment, distinctly stated,
when the Commonwealth Arrangements
Bill was being passed, that the House
would be consulted before anything
was done in regard to the Parliamentbuildings.
Mr. PEACocK.-'rhat was in July.
Mr. BEN'I' said that that did not
matter. N ow the Premier got np and
said that this was an executive act, and
that he would stand by it. If there was
an Opposition snch as existed in the old
days, the matter would have been met
very differently; because it was wellknown that \V hen a promise was made by
a Minister that promise was respected by
the succeeding Government. If there was
an Opposition that did not consi8t of
shreds and patches, they would have come
down with a resolution to see that the
promise of the honorable member for
Lowan, when Attorney-General, was carried out; aud if that had been done the
Premier would not have been so cocky as he
was the other night. 'rhey had had some
experience of what the Commonwealth
people could do, and he was not disposed to
take anything on trust. There was no
doubt that if this agreement with section
10 in it had been llOW signed, .the Commonwealth Government would really have
been in possession of Parliament-buildings and the Library already. There was
plenty of room in the Spring·street building to provide a separate Library for
the Commonwealth.
One large room
in the Library there would be quite sufficient for the Commonwealth to start their
0"\\"11 Library in.
'Vhen members of the
State Parliament went to the other
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building now they felt very uncomfortable, because som.e 011e perched down
beside them, and ther seemed to feel
out of plc'-we altogether. In exatnining
the form of agreement to which he
had been referring, he' had corne to
the conclnsion that it could not have
been drawn up by any member of the
present Government, because he did not
think that any gentleman sitting there
would have handed over the Library to
the Commonwealth. He understood that
it was the intention of the Governmeut to
remodel the clause. If so, he could see no
objection to the Library Committee being
appointed.
Mr. PEACOCK staLed that the AttorneyGeneral had been taking full notes in
respect of what was being said in reference
to this matter, and would commnnicate
with the COlillmonwealth Government on
the subjeet.
Mr. BEN'I' said that under those circumstances he would ha \'e llothing more to
say npon the subject.
Mr. MUHHAY remarked that he had
no intention of oFPosing the motion, for
the appointment of the committee could
do no harm and might do a great deal of
good.
Like other honorable members,
however, he wished to explain what his
feelings were in regard to the treatment
that had been accorded to the members
of the State Parliament through the fanlty
arrangements that had been made for their
accommodation.
Like the majority of
honorable members he ?-grced that no
other course was open to the Government than to offer th8 Commonwealth Parliament the use of the
State parliamentary buildillgs.
But,
at the same time, there were groul)ds
for very serious complaints because of
the lack of proper provision for the members of the State Parliament after they
had been dispossessed of their old
quarters. There seemed to have been
no controlling authority, everything going
in very much a go-as-you·please style.
The result was that the situation was
uncomfortable for the members of both
the Commonwealth and the State Parliaments. Country members, unlike the
members of the Ministry and city members, had been in the habit of transacting
all their correspondence from Parliament
Honse. Owing to the absence of any
arrangement in connexion with the
change, these members for a time had
actually no place to go to, and there was
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for a time not even a place where they
could recei ve their letters. First one
small room was aUotted to them, and then
they were turned out to another room.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-That is all
over and passed now.
Mr. M URRA Y said that the honorable
member who interjected was no doubt a
new member, who had none of that affectionate feeling for t,he old buildings whiah
the older members naturally possessed,
and bein t:>o' a town member ,
he, no
doubt,
.
experienced 1)0 personal 111 con velllcnce
from what had happened. A clear understanding shuuld have been alT~ved at as to
what were to be the pri vileges of the State
members in connexion with their old
quarters, and some room ample for their
accommodation should have beeD provided. The room at first allotted
to them Wi:'ts capable of holding
perhaps seven or eight mem?ers, an~l
all the members who were maonvelllel1Cled by what took place must number
four or five times as many as that. Upon
the face of it there was insufficient accommodation, The members of the State
Parliament had no notification from the
Government as to what their intentions
were about the arrangements. All the
information honorable members got was
obtained from the columns of the daily
press, He did not think it was courteous
on the part of the Ministry, who were
provided with their department.al offices,
to entirely disregard-h'e would not say
the rights and privileges of honorable
members, but their convenience. He regretted to say that the librarian, who had
been connected with the Library officially
for something like 46, years, had just
passed away, and he \\rished to record his
rearet for the death' of that gentleman.
rrhrollgh the long period that he eMr.
Murray) had been in Parliament, he had
received from him-and in saying this
he could speak for all the honorable
members-nothing bnt unfailing kindness
and courtesy.
Mr. PEAcocK.-He always did his best.
Mr. MURRAY said that the late
librarian was always ready and able to
supply any information that honorable
members required. Rut that gentlemen
was placed in a very peculiar and embarrassing position, through having received
no official intimation as to what he was to
do after the State Parliament-building
bad come into possession of the Commonwealth Parliament.
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Dr. 'M:ALoNEY.-And his death may be
attributed to that.
Mr. MUHRAY said that that might
have been so, for a week previous to his
death that 2'entleman informed him that
the worry ,~;as killing him. '}'he librarian
had received no il1strllctiollS from the
Government as to whether he was under
the Parliament of the Federation or the
Parliament of Victoria, and did not know
\\' hether he was j nstified in ta,king orders
fron1 the Common wealth officials, He
(Mr. Murray) did not growl at the State
Parliament-building having been handed
over to the Commonwealth, because the
Government were authorized to that effect·
by the previous Parliament, aud, from his
knowledge of the Exhibition-buildillg, he
thought that the Prime Minister and his
colleagues of the Federal Ministry would
have been very foolish if they had declined
the offer to go into tho comfortable quarters in the old buildings. 'rhey had dne
consideration for the comfort of their
fellow members. He (Mr. Murray) had
never attributed any of the blame to the
Commonwealth Parliament, bnt he did
think that he and his fellow members had
a legitimate grievance against the State
Government, because of their, absolute
disreo"ard of the convenience and of the
right~ and privileges of the members of the
State Parliament. It would have been
easier to have come to a definite arrangeQ.lent that the mem bel'S of the State Parliament shonld possess rights to certain parts
of the old building. That, unfortunately,
was not done, the Government appearing
not to take any personal interest ill the
matter, but leaving things to drift on as
they might. All the awkwardness and
friction that had arisen, and which in.
some q narters had been very greatly
exaggerated and magnified, would have
been avoided if the Government had done
its part in the matter. This personal
explanation made clear his own feelings
on the subject, and he thonght ,that he
had also to a very large extent VOICed the
sentiments of his fellow members.
The motion was agreed to.
STAND[NG COMMITTEES.
Mr. PEACOCK said that the Printing
Committee and the Parliament Buildings
Committee would be required to attend
to some matters of importance, and he
would like to move, without notice, that
these committees be appointed.
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Dr. MALOSEY.-This is a very slipshod
way of doing business.
Mr. PEACOCK said that he wished to
have the Parliament Buildings Committee
appointed, because the honorable member
for Normanby had addressed him on a
subject with which that committee wonld
have to dea1.
Dr. MALoNEY.-The appointment of
these committees should stand over till
next week.
.Mr. P EACOC'K said that the correspondillg committees had been appointed
in the other place, and it was necessary
that the appointment of these Assembly
committees should also be made, as there
",vas business awaiting transaction.
Dr. MALONEY asked whether he was
entitled to object to these motions being
moved without notice.
The SPEAKER,-Ycs.
Dr. MALONEY said that he would
then object.
The SPEAKER.-I do not think the
honorable member realizes exactly what
he is objecting to.
Dr. MALONEY said that he uhderstood that it was suggested that these
two committees should be appointed,
and he objected to this slipshod manner
of doillg work after the House had had
six months' rest.
Mr. PEACOOK observed that, if the
objection was persisted in, he would
have to give notice of his intention
to move, on the next day of meeting, the
motions for the appointment of the usual
standing committees.
:Mr. McKENZIE said that the honorable member for Melbourne 'Vest did not
reali7.e that he was taking an action wl,:ich
would be very dimdvantageous to honorable members of th is House.
Mr. BEN'r.-No one has a right to
catechise the honorable member.
The SPEAKER.-I understand that
the honorable member for Anglesey is
now merely offering a suggestion.
Dr. MALONEY.-I do not want allY
suggestions.
1\1r. PEACOCK said he hoped that the
hOllorable member for Melbourne West
would withdraw his objection.
Dr. MALONEY.--I have made my objection, and I intend to adhere to it.
Mr. McKENZIE observed that the
consequence of this objection might be
,'ery serious in connexion with the Parliament Bt~ildings Committee.

lrfeq,ctls for School Children.

Mr. PEACOCK said he would like to
know from the honorable member for Melbourne "Vest whether he objected to the
appoilltment of the Printing Committee1
He might remind that honorable member
that he (Dr. Maloney) hud that evening
asked that certain documents in connexion
with the old-age pensions should be
circulated. Unless tbe Printing Committee
were appointed, those documents could
not be printed, and he would therefore
like to know whether the honorable member still objected.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that he
objected to the appointment pf these
(lommittees in this irregular manner. The
House had had six months' rest, and it was
propo::,ed that it, should adjourn for
another fortnight, and he did not see why
some earlier steps could not have been
taken for the appointment of theso committees.
Mr. PEACOCK gave notice that, on the
next day of meeting, he would propose
the motions for the appointment of the
standing committees for the session.
MALLEE LAND BOARDS.
Mr. LANGDON said that, by leave of
the Honse, he wished to ask the Minister
of Lands a question. During last session
Parliament passed' an Act which classified
the mallee land under four denominations.
Many of his (Mr. Langdon's) constituents,
and other selectors in the mallee, had appe~led ag-ainst the classification under the
former law, and he believed that the
Minister had appointed a board to hear
those appeals. He would like to know
from the Minister when those appeals were
likely to be dealt with.
Mr. DUGGAN ..:....:...ln reply to the honorable member, I would say that early in
the week I gave instructiolls that the
appeal boards should sit in the mallee
country at Boort and other places, and I
will see that these instructions are carried
onto
MEDALS FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.
:Mr. McKENZIE said that he wished to
ask a question in reference to the Education departmen t. He had been approached by a number of parents in his
district with reference to the medals which
were to be distributed to the school children. It appeared that a number of the
children had just left school, and that a
number were under the school age, and
these had not been supplied with medals.
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He thought it very desit'able that these
children should share in the distribution
of the medals. It was the wish of the
boards of advice in his district that this
matter should be brought under the notice
of the Government.
.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I will see my colleague
the Minister of Education on this question.
He is at present in the country, but I will
bring the honorable member's question
under his notice immediately on his return.
I presume, of course, that the Minister of
Public Instruction will require an age
limit to be observed in this matter.
'WEIGHING OF PRODUCE AT
WILLIAMSTOvVN.
Mr. HOLDEN said that he wished to
ask a question of the Minister of Railways.
It was on a subject with \vhich he had
intended to deal during tho debate on the
address in reply, but as the Premier had
been anxious to close that discnssion, he
(Mr. Holden) had thought it ad visaLle
to obtain the information by question.
Would' the Minister of Hail ways cause
iug uiries to be made into the method of
.checking and weighing produce at Williamstown? There was a very great discrepancy in the numbers and weights of
the produce as between the sending stations and the station at ·Williamstown.
This was particularly the case in connexioll
with hay and potatoes. Potatoes were
now at a very high price, bringing something like £5 per tOll, and he knew of one
.case in which a fi.lrmer had sent eight
trucks of potatoes to vYilli2l.mstown, and
there had beeu a total shortage of 3 tons
-4~ cwt., or an average shorta,ge of about
.s cwt. pel' truck. In the case of another
truck there had been a shortage of 12 cwt.,
and repeatedly there were shortages of
two or three bags of potatoes from each
of a number of trucks. The matter'
was worse this year than for several years
past, and he could, attribute it to no
othor cause than the high price of these
articler:;. Then again, in connexion with
the weighing of hay, he had had to complain to the Railway department of the
-slipshod way in which the weighing was
.carried out at vYilliamstown. The trllcks
·were, he thought, weighed very hurriedly.
One insta'nce was brought under his
knowledge last week of the case of a mer·
chant in "his dist.rict who had sent a QR,
.or double t,l'llck of hay, and the weighing
·showed that the contents were 1 ton
18 cwt. short.
He (Mr. Holden) made
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inquiries about the matter, and it appeared
that as the truck was too long to go on
the weighbridge only one end of the trnck
had been weighed. That had been multiplied by two, and the result had been
taken as the official weight. Early in the
present year he had complained to the
Railway department about the method of
weighing at Williamstown, and the reply
he received was that the weighing was
sufficiently accurate for freight! purposes.
It might be sufficiently accurate for
freight plll'poses, but it was not sufficiently
accurate to be a guarantee of correctness
as between the buyer and seller, and with
the volume of export trade which was
heing conducted from that port it seemed
advisable that a somewhn,t better method,
should be adopted of arriving at the exact
weight of the articles which were shipped.
rrhen again, in the connting, the department would not guarantee to deli vel' the
fnll number of articles of which it had
taken delivery. rrhe department simply
gave a receipt for more or less, and the
freight was accepted on the' condition that
it was carried at t.he owner's risk. It was a
strange thing that the produce which was
carried at the owner's risk turned out short,
while that which wa,s canied at the risk
of the Hail way department did not.
He trusted that the Minister would make
inqujries, and have some improvement
made.
Mr. rrREN'VITH stated that he would
inquire into the matter referred to by the
honorable member. It was. very extraordinary that there should be the shortage
in numbers complained of. He could have
understood a difference in weights. The
weighing was only done by the "Railway
department for its own protection, and
was not done in connexion with any bargain made between the buyer and the
seller.
LIBEL ON 'rHE KING.
Mr. BROMLEY said he desired to ask
the Premier if he were responsible for the
paragraph which appeared in the lle?'ald
the previous night, in which the Premier
was made to say, in commenting on the
proceedings in the House on TnesdayA wrong impression was likely to be conveyed
hy the head-lines that have been published to
this effect-" Mr. Findley expelled.
Voting
64 to·l7."

The Premier was also reported to have
said, in commenting on this matter, that
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the motion for expulsion was carried on
the voices. Surely the Premier ought to
have known that honorable members
simply wit.hdrew their demand for a
division on the motion for the expulsion,
because they felt that it would be a saving
of the time of the House not to persevere
in it. -While on this question, he (Mr.
Bromley) would like to ask the Premier
if he knew a certain Mr. F. "V. Holst,
connected with the Ballarat Stock Exchange, ,vho, in supporting the views of
the act.ing chairman of that exchange ht a
meeting held to consider the action of the
HOllse in expelling Mr. Findley, said that
it was a pity that a motion of expulsion
could not be introduced against the seventeen members who voted agai nst the removal of Mr. Findley from the Legislative
Assembly. That was a serious reflection
upon the seventeen members who had
voted in the division in connexioll with
this matter. He wished to ask the Premjer,
seeing tho stringent action that the Government had taken with regard to Mr.
Findley, if the Government intended to
take any action with regard to Mr. Holst
for having made n. statement of this
eharacter at a public meetillg or semipublic meeting.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that, with regard
to the first question, he had been spoken
to by a represelltat.ive of the l1e.rald
newspaper who waited on him the previous
day ill reference to the proceedings in the
House 011 'l\l€sday. He was discussing
with the repo.rter what had occurred in
the House, and said to him that the motion
was carried without -n, division, but that
certain members had voted for the amendment, because they believed the punishment proposed by the Government was
too severe. He added that he believed a
num bel' of the seventeen members l'efened
to thought that a lesser punishment would
have met the circumstances of the case.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-As one of the
seventeen 1 did not believe in any punishment at all.
Mr. PEACOCK said t.hat he informed
the reporter that the motion was carried
without a division, which was an absolute
fact., but he added that he knew some of
the memhers who had voted for the
amendment, while not prepared to support the expulsion of Mr. Findley, were
prepared to see a lesser punishment meted
out It was only a difference as to the
degree of the punishment. "Vith regard
to Mr. Holst, of Ballarat, he knew that

tke

]{~ng.

gentleman very well, and knew that he
was excitable at times.
Mr. J. W. BrLLsoN.-Is be a naturalized British subject 1
Mr. PEACOCK said that of course Mr.
Holst had merely gi ven an expression of
his own opinion at that meeting.
Mr. J\1uRRAY.-'¥hat is Mr. H(!)lst'sposition?
Mr. PEACOCK said that Mr. Holst wasengaged in the sharebroking line.
Mr. MURRAY. -- One of those mining_
thieves.
Mr. PE.A.COCK said he thought thehonorable member should not make snch
a statement.
Mr. l\1UHRAY.-If he has not been engaged in mining long he may be an exception.
MI'. PEACOCK said there wero members in the House, including himself, who
had been engaged in mining.
Mr. MUH.RAY.-But you -are anotherexception.
Mr. PEACOCK said that there were
men engaged in the mining industry, asin other industries, who had brought discredit on the business, but the-re wereother men engaged in the ind llstry whose
word was their bond, and could be trusted as
much as any other men of the community.
He was sorry the honorable member for'Varrnambooi had made the interjection
he did, and he felt that the honorable
mCI1l bel' would afterwards regret ha viug
made use ofstlch an expression.
Mr. MURH.AY.-I shall regret it when
Mr. Holst has regretted making his.
statement.
Mr. PEACOCK said he believed that
Mr. Holst had already expressed hisregret at. having spoken in the manner in
which he had done.
Mr. BRO.MLEY.-He ought to be made-to regret it very much more.
Mr. FOSTER observed that he thougbt
the honorable member for 'Varrnambool
ought to be asked to withdraw the expression he had llsed, casting a reflection on
those engaged in mining pursuits. He·
knew numbers of gentlemen who had
been eugaged in mining for years, and'
they were as honest as any other section
of the community.
'1'h08e who weredoing nothing for their livelihood weremore likely to be thieves than those engaged in the mining industry.
Mr. MURRAY said he thought thehonorable member for Gippsland East
wished him to do more than withdraw it.
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He evidelltly wished him to express his
belief that all those engaged in the mining
industry were hOllest men. He would do
nothing of the kind. He would, however,
qualify the statement by saying that he,
aud the public generally, believed that
most of those engaged in the miniug
business, and he rcferred particularly
to members of the Stock Exchange, could
not be trusted. Ther8 was, however, a
notable minority among them who were
honest meu.
Mr. BAILES.-A notable majority.
Mr. BENT asked the Premier if he
would take steps to bring to justice the
man who wrote the article in the Tocsin
which had been complained of, aud if the
Government would use its powers to
punish the writer of the article.
I twas
generally known who the writer was.
Mr. E\VEN CAMERON (Portland)
stated t.hat he was very glad to see the
remark made by the Premier in~he Herald.
The SPEAKER.-I do not intend to
allow these questions to be addressed to
Ministers .unless the standing orders have
been complied with. 'rhe standing orders
req nire members to ask the perm issiJl1 of
the Speaker before they can put questions
to Ministers without notice being given in
the regular way.
Mr. EvVEN CAMEH,ON (Portland) said
that he desired to make a personal explanation. It would be a very good thing if the
daily press had gi ven the same prominence
to the remarks of the Premier as the flerald.
There were many people who were in
ignorance of the reasons which actuated
some of those members who voted with
the minority when the question of the
expulsion of Mr. Fiudley was before the
Honse, and they were making use of
similar expl'eSSiOlls to those voiced by Mr.
Holst, at Ballarat, on vVednesday. They
would not do this if they knew the whole
It was perfectly true, as
of the facts.
stated by the Premier, that the majority
of members who voted against the motion
had done so for tho reason that they
wanted a lesser punishment inflict(;)d.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that with regard
to the q uestioll of the hOl1omble member
for Brighton, several honorable members
had spoken to him on the same subject.
The Attorney-General had, earlier in the
day, been looking in to the matter, and if
anything could be done to punish the
writer of the article, it would be done.
He felt as strongly as the honorable member for Brighton did about the matter.
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OLD-AGE PENSIONS.
Mr. GllOSE movedThat t.here be laid before t.his House a return
showing the Dumber of old-age pensions paid
in the several magisterial districts, and the
average payment in each district.

The motion was agreed to.
FEDERAL CONVENrrION EI.a~crrIONS.
Mr. llOBINSON movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showing-( 1). The cost of holding the elections
for the Federal COllvention 189i. (2). The cost
of taking the referendum on the Commonwealth
Constitution Bill, in ,June, 1898. (3). The cost
of taking the second referendum, in July,
1899.

Mr. O'NEILL seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
TREATMENT OF INEBRIA~rES.
Mr. MURRAY said that he had intended mO\'ing a motion with regard to
the treatment of illebriates at the Caulfield Institut.e; but as he desired to make
a full statement in connexion with the
matter, and as his doing RO would prevent
a number of honorable members from
advancing a stage various Bills of which
they had given notice, he would not proceed with his motioll that evening. He
desired, however, to say that this was tt
matter of enormous importance, both
socially and morally, and was therefore
deserving of careful consideration at the
hands of honorable members. He would
like the Premier, during the comse of the
next few days, to make full inquiry into.
t he work that had been done at the Caulfield Institute, so that when the matter
was brought before the House, the Government would be able to deal with it with a
full knowledge of all the circumstances.
Of course, honorable members would all
recognise that this subject was one of
the greatest importance to the COI11munity. It was, however, one that had
been left neglected by' the State. The
Gover.nment had never endeavoured to
grapple with it in a common-sense,
humane, or scientific manner. He thought
that an opportunity would be afforded of
doing a. work that would be of· inestim·
able Rocial advantage, and he thought
that he could, in submitting his motion,
prove the case so strongly that he would
have the unanimous support of the House.
He would speak with the strongest of
evidence-that of personal experience and
of the experience of many others-in connexioll with the advantages of this institute.
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EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYES ACT
AMENDMEN'r BILL.
Mr. PRENDERGAST moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to amend the Eml)loyers and Employes Act 1890.
'rhe nlotion was agreed to.
'1'he Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
LANDLORD AND TENAN1' ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BAILES 'moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the' Landlord and
Tenant Act 1890.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
~l first time.
PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMEN'l' BILL.
Mr. BROMLEY moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Public
Service Act.
The motion was agretld to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES ACT
AM.ENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BENT moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend the Agricultural Colleges
Act 1890 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTS
FUHTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
Dr. MALONEY (in the ab~enae of Mr.
DOWNWARD) moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to further amend the Local Government Acts.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first tirpe.
"VAX MATCHES SALE BILL.
Mr. STAUGH'l'ON moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to prohibit the use or sale
of wax matches during certain months of
the year.
'l'he motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
HACKNEY CARRIAGES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
~fl:. BROMLEY moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the law relating
to hackney carriages in the metropolitan
district.

Handling Grain in Bulk.

The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then lorought in, and read
a firBt time.
GOVERNMENT ROADS LEASING
BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to introduce a Bill for the purpose of leasing all
Government roads that are not used for
public traffic.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS ACT
FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. ROBINSON moved for leave' to
introduce a Bill to further amend the law
relating to public and bank holidays.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER ACT
1900 AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. HOBINSON nl0ved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Electric
Light and Power Act 1900.,
'l'he motion was agreed to.
rl'he Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
ES'l'ATE AGENTS BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to licence house, estate, and
other commission agents, valuators, and
financial agents.
The motion was agreed to.
Tbe Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
ACrr 1890 FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. BENT moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend 'l'be Constitution Act
Amendment Act 18,90 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
HANDLING GUAIN IN BULK.
Mr. LANGDON movedThat a select committee' be appointed to inquire into and report upon the question of handling grain in bulk, such committee to consist of
Mr, Graham, Me Keast, Mr. McKenzie, Mr.
Sangster, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Ramsay, and the
mover, with power to selld for persons, papers,
and records, and to sit on days on which the
Hou,se does not meet; three to be the quorum.
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Mr. IRVIN E seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
MUNICIPALITIES RATING BILL.
Mr. ROBIl~SON moved for leave to
introduce a Bill empowering municipalities
to exempt improvements on land from
rating.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS
LICENSING BILL.
Mr. O'N EILL moved for leave to introd}.lce a Bill to licence stock and share
brokers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read.
a first time.
MELBOURNE AND GEE LONG
CORPORATIONS AC'rS AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. Pl~ENDERGAS'r moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to amend the law relating to the corporations of the city of
Melbourne and the town of Geelong by
abolishing the office of alderman.
The motion was agreed to.
,
The Bill was thon brought in, and read
a first time.
'rOBACCO RESTRICTION BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to restrict and prohibit the
use of tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes by
juvenile members of the community.
The motion was agreed to
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first, time.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1890
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BENT moved for leave to in·
trod nee a Bill to amend the Local Governlllent Act 1890.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought ill, and
read a first time.
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS DEATHS
AND MARRIAGES ACT 1890
FU R'l'HEB. AMENDMENT BILL.
Dr. MALONEY moved for leave to
introduce ~l, Bill to further amend the
Registration of Births and Marriages Act

1890.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
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GIPPSLAND
EAST
EDUCATION
ENDO"WMENT RESERVES
REVOCATION BILL.
Mr. FOSTER moved for leave to bring
in a Bill to release certain land in the
,electorate of Gippsland East from permanent reservation made for the purpose
of Education Endowment.
'The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was tbell-bron~ht in, and read
a first time.
Mr. FOSTER (pursuant to the standing
order for the restoration of lapsed Bills)
moved that the Bill be then ad winced
throngh all its stages np to the, stage
of the consideration of the Bill in committee.
Mr. IRVINE said that he did not
desire to impose any difficulty in the way
of the motion, but he thought that some
explanation should be given them. A
very small explanation would satisfy the
Honse, but the Honse should kno\". something about the matter before it arrived at
the committee stage.
Mr. FINK said it would be better if
the motioll were not pressed. He knew
that when they .got it into committee
some honorable members, as well as himself, intended to impose certain conditions.
Mr. FOSTER said he was perfectly
willing to fall in with the wishes of the
House in rega.rd to the" matter. Ou the
first clause in committee a second-reading
speech or explanation could be made. He
was willing then to make any explauation
if necessary.
'rhe S PEA.KEH..-'l'he Clerk has certi·
Hed according to olJr sta1..1ding orders that
this Bill is identical with the Bill that
passed its second reading in the last preceding sessi<"ll of the present Parliament. It
was not finally ,disposed of by both
Honses when the session closed. It appears that this motion must now be passed
without any debate whatever. 'Ve have
already agreed tQ the first motion, and
the Bill must now be passed through all
its stages up to the committee stage
without debate. Then progress can be
repoNed.
Mr. IRVINE stated that his recollection when this matter was considered was
that it was understood that a debate
could take place on the motion before
passing the Bill through all its stages
up to the committee stage.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Gippsland East has moved for
leaye to bring in the Bill, a11<.1 the HOlUse
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has agreed to that. I have called on
the contingent 110tice of motion, which
cannot be debated.
. Mr. IHVINE remarked that he was
merely speaking now from recollection of
the discussion that took place when the:
standing order was passed. He thought
they would find that it was embodied in
the standing order that on the motion
now before the House they should have
an- opportunity of debating the question.
Mr. FINK.-~Vhy do you move for
leave to introduce a Bill at all whell yon
are goillg to follow it up by a motiol1 of
this sort ~
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that he
thought as he read the standing order
that it permitted a general debate on this
motion the same as on the second
reading. If there should be any desire
on the part of honorable members for an
explanation, the honorable member for
Gippsland East (Mr. Foster) was prepared
to explain the Bill fnlly. It was ,never
anticipated t,hat Parliament would pass
a Bill withont knowing something about it.
lir. IRVINE expressed the opinion
that the Bill was a small private measure,
and of very little importance-it might
be of some importance. He was not objecting to the Bill, it was the practice he was
referring to. The Honse should have
some opportuuity at that stage of discussing the measure.
:Ur. FOS'rER said that as there were
quite a number of young members present
he agreed with the leader of the Opposition that some information should be gi ven
before taking advantage of the standing
order. He would postpone dealing with
the measure.
The motion was postponed.
LEGAL PHAC'rrrrONERS
RECIPROCITY BILL.
Mr. FINK moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to, provide for the admission to
practice in Victoria of legal practitioners
admitted to practice ill the other States of
the Commonwealth on terms of reciprocity.
rrhe'rnotion was agreed to.
'rhe Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. MUHHAY said that he desired to
make a personal explanation in regard to
a reflection which he had cast on men
engaged in mining pursuits. He saw now
that he was absolutely wrong in making

The Unernployed.

acharge againsta body of men that he knew
very little about-sharebrokers and others
engaged in mining pursuits. He knew
nothing about mining operations, although
he knew some honorable men engaged in
them. He regretted what he had said,
and felt that he had done wrong. It was
very unfair of him to make snch a remark,
and under the shelter of Parliament it
was also cowardly.
THE UNEMPLOYED.
Mr. PEACOCK movcdThat the Honse, at its rising, adjourn till
Tuesday, July 16, at four o'clock p.m.

He said that, as had been previously
stated, it ~'1as not the intention of the
Government tl) have called Parliament
together till a later date, for the reason,
primarily, that the huilding was not in a
complete condition for the use of memben:;
but he was forced to do it because of th~
llecessity for passing the Snpplementary
Estimates and, the Supply Bill before thE
end of the month. ,rrhat work had now been
done, and honorable members knew very
well that the building was not ill a fit state
for occupation. He knew thai; honorable
members were suffering very severely from
the cold. He had seen the architect ill
charge of the works. The radiators to
which Mr. Murray had alluded to the
other night had not yet arrived, and tho
Speaker and himself, in consultation with
the architect, learned from him that it
would take three weeks to get the building
in order. He had told the architect that
the work mnst be ready when the House
again met. '1'he1'e had been sorne improvement made in the building-, some of the
rooms now being heated, bl~t there was n.
danger in going from those heated rooms
into the cold rooms and passages.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT seconded the
motion.
Mr. IRVINE remarked that when the
House met the climatic conditions were
such that it was the general desire of
mem.bers that they should not be subjected to them until thp, building
'rhe eOllditions had
was completed.
somewh;},t modified since then, bllt, as he
intimated to the Premier at that time, he
wished to say that there would be no
opposition on behalf of those he represen ted to the course proposed by the
Premier, but before the motion was
carried. there were one or two matters he
wished to mention. First of all, there
were two measures of vital importance,
Q
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which, he understood, it was the intention
of the Government to bring before Parliament. One was the Bill fOl~ the election of
a convention, and the other the promised
measure to place the administration of the
old-age pensions scheme on a proper footing. He would like tG> have an assurance
fl'om the· Premier that honorable members
would have a full opportunity of carefully
considering both thef'le measures some
reasonable time before they were intl'oduced in the House. Thof'le measures
must recei ve most careful consideration.
There had been a good deal of discnssion
that nigh.t about the terms of the
contract nnder which the Federal Parliament had obtained temporary possession,
or was about t.o ohtain it, of the Parliament Housef'l, and the Government had
seen its way to undertake, on the
representatiol)s made on both sides of the
House, to revise the suggested draft
agreement which had been submitted for
consideration to the Federal Government.
He need hardly say that he agreed with
the Premier, and he said so in making his
speech on .the address in I'eply, that the
Premier was not bound in consideration
of what he (Mr. Irvine) had said in
Octoher by a distinct promise to consult
the members of the House before entering
into that arrangement. He (Mr. Irvine)
made a statement on the subject in
July. In· the following October the con·
ditions were entirely altered. The principle that a Government ought to
be bound by a distinct promise
made by its predecessors was invariable.
This administrative act was of such a
very unusual character, and so nearly
touched t.he comfort and con venience of
mem bel'S, that he thought the Government would recognise the desirability of
giving every possible opportunity to the
Honse to express an opinion upon many
matters that arose in connexion with the
exercise of that power. There was one
very remarkable clause in the draft. It
was that which, as he read it, left the
period of the occupation of the Parliament
House entirely in the discretion of the
Federal Government, without any coutr01
whatever on the part of the Victorian
Government. It might be that that must
be done; but he thought that SOUle explanation should be given to the House,
and that members ought to have an opportuuityof discussing the question before
the ag.l'eement was executed. Probably the
Premier had entered into other obligation!:!
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of a verbal character .with the leader
of the Federal Government, anel, if ::;0, he
(Mr. Irvine) felt satisfied that the House
would respect those obligations j but
members were entitled to know how far
the Premier had already bound hi,~self by
obligations, and the House was entitled to
some opportunity at least. of making suggestions as to the form of agreement
entered into. He wOlild ask the Premier
to give an explicit assurance that the
Honse .would have 'an opportunity of clealing with the agreement before it was
act UH lly executed.
Mr. BROMLEY stated that he did not
desire to occuPY the time cf the Honse at
allY great length, but he must oppose the
motion for the adjournment of the House.
There was serious and earnest business to
take into considerati0I1. There waH one
matter on which he was not satisfied with
the action of the G')Vernment, though he
was only judgillg from accounts he had
seen in the press, and that he assumed
were reliable.
He desired that the
Premier, or some other Ministers, should
explain to the Honse what action the
Government intended to tak~ with regard
to the unemployed. It was most deplorable to think that at the present time
there were thollsauds of men in Victorift
clamo~lring for work.
He knew of many
personally, and, indeed, that tbere were
nnmbers of men going daily withllut food,
and having to depend up()n the charity
of their lleighbolll's. It was time that
the Government ceased paltering with a
q nestion of this kind by sayiug that there
was no mOlley for public works. Large
pnblic worb had been sanctIoned by the
House, and the Government should push
on with thern with greater despatch. For
instance, there was the new rail way
station ftt Flinders·street. There was a
small amount of work being done t.here,
but it was very paltry. Padiament had
passed the money for the building of the
stat.ion, . and yet he did not see a sin~le
stone hud down for the purpose of erectmg
the fa<;ade, and this was exactly the period
of the year that the Government ought
to be proceeding with such large public
works as t.his. He knew that the Government were endeavouring to find work for
mallY of the unemployed, but it was only
unskilled, but t.he artisans of the State
were severe sufferersjllst now, and needed
most. consideration at the hands of the
Gpvernment.~e hoped that the Government would push on with sllch works as it
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was possible to do at the present time. As
a. member of a deputation that waited on
the Premier recently, he narned a number
of public works, some of which the Premier
said they could not go on with. He
(Mr. Bromley) refelTed at the .time to
the disgraceful condition of the 'l'itlesoffice, in Queen-street, which was a standing disgrace to the city. That was a
building which ought to be painted, and it
also required yentilating. He was told by
the people working in it that the ventilation was something abominable. r:ehen
there was the completion of the works at
the Public Library, which was a matter of
urgency, and would find a considerable
amount of employment for skilled masons.
An HONORABLE ME:\IBER.-vVhat about
Parliamen t Honse.~
Mr. BROMLEY said he did not want
at this time to find fault with the Government on that poillt, because the Government were not responsible for the constructionof the building in which honorable
members were now sitting. If they had
been he would haye severely censured
them, because he considered that there
had been a· most abominable waste of
money. At the cost of a few thousands
more, the northern wing of Parliament
H0use in Spring-street could have been
constructed. 'rhat would have fonnd work
for artisans, would have been a benefit to
the officials, would have inlproved the
beauty of the Parliament-bllildings, wonld
. have afforded a permanent structure
for all time, and would have enabled
the Parliament-buildings to accommodate
both the Federal and the State Parlifl.ments. Therefore, he considered that the
expenditure of the £30,000 or £40,000
would had been spent on the building in
which the State Parliament now sat was
an absolute waste of money. However,
it was not his purpose to deal with the
matter at preRent, nor could he censure
the present Government in connexion
with it, because the action was not theirs.
He desired, ho wever, to urge the Premier
to give some assurance to the House on
the q nestion ef providing work for the
nnemployed. Everyhonomble member,
and particularly members representing
metropolitan constituencies, were beillg
pressed daily for information as to what
the Government were going to do. If there
was to be an adjournment for a fortnight.,
honorable members should at least know
what they could tell the unemployed as
to their c.hances of getting work. He felt
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sui'e that the Premier's sympathies were
with t.hose men who were going day by day
without food, or el.5e living on charity
because they could not find employment.
He hoped the Premier wouLi give an assurance on the subject to honorable members, so that the .conntry might know, and
the unemployed might know, what hope
they had before tl1f'm.
Mr. BENNETT stated that he had
been asked by, he might say, hundreds of
his constituents in Richmond· to bring
this matter very urgently before the
Govel'1lmeut. He knew the Government
were doing a great deal fOI' the unemployed, but he believed the Premier did
not really know the alllouut of ilistress.
which existed in and arollnd Melbourne.
The state of things was not like that of
some years ago when a great number of
the unemployed were old men of 60 or
70 years of age who could not do ~ fair
day's work. A great tna.ny of those were
now receivi.ng old-age pensons, and were
it not for that, there wonld be far more
noise even than there was. The chiss of
men who were 110W assembling every day
were of a different character altogether
from the majority of those who met
somo years ago. At that time there were
many men who made a great outcry, but
who only really wanted a. few days' work
so as to get a few shillings, and then
take a rest. The class of men now asking
for work were mostly strong young men
who were anxiollS to get COl1tillUOUS.
employment if possible, and who: if they
did earn any money, \vonld know how todeal with it wisely. He was aware that
it was difficult for the Government to find
employment for everybody, and he did
not say it was tho dut.y of the Govemmont
to do so; but there were certain occasions
when the Government must step forward
and assist the unemployed, or else private
people would have to do it. In fact, he
knew himself that many residents or.
Richmond were day after day putting
their hands in their pockets for the purpose of relieving the distreR~. In one
trade specially-that of the paintersthere was a very great amount of distress.
in the metropolis.
He introduced a
depntation of painters the other day tothe Minister of Railways, in which this
was pointed out. The Minister received
thern sympathetiqally, and said he would
bring the matter before the Cabinet. Now
there was a great deal of work whieh th~
Government could do this year instead of
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next year, especially in connexion with
painting. In many of the reserves about
Melbourne, which were under Government
management, the fences wanted painting,
and many of the State schools were also
urgently in need of a coat of paint. He
did 'not know any trade in which there
were more men out of employment than
there were in the painting trade. There
was another building which urgently
needed improvement~the' City Police
Court, aQd especially the watch-house,
was a disgrace to Melbourne. The beasts
in the Royal-park were better provided
for than the prisoners who were shut up
in the city watch-house.
Dr. MALONEY.-It has been covered
"dth vermin and parasites for the last
ten years.
Mr. BENNETT observed that if the
Chief Secretary called for a report from
the watch-house keeper, he would find
that the watch· house was not fit for the
accommodation of a beast, owing
to the vermin which could not be
got rid of in an old wooden building of that kind.. It was a disgrace
to t.he community to shut up even a
vagrant for one night there. Again, there
were two reserves near Parlianlent House
which required improvement, and the
work on which would give light rick and
shovel employment to 20 or 30 mell for a
few weeks. He would point out that the
week-about system of giving work on the
Yarra was doing no good. It was not fair
to the officers, while it was of little use to
the men.
The man who got a week's
work hung about after his week had expired, fHl the chance of getting another.
It would be far better to give these Ullfortunate men, if llot three months~ work
at least one month's continuous work. In
this way a man would have some opportunity of being able to pay a couple of
weeks' rent and retain something for his
family; but now, at the end of the week,
the landlord came down upon him and
demanded his wages, or else threatened
to turn him out.
The foreman of the
works was of opinion that it would be
much better to give a month's work instead of turning men off at the end of a
week. He trusted that the Government
would provide all the work they possibly
could, even of a temporary nature.
Lt.-Col. REAY remarked that no doubt
the. Government had realized to some
extent the duty which devolved on them
at this critical time, and he believed the
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Government had the greatest sympathy
with the unemployed. He did not think,.
however, that they reali~ed the extent of
the distress in this city just now. rrhat
could only be realized by honorable
members who would take the trouble to
find out where the men congrega£ed, and
to make inquiries at first hand. He had
heard honorable members say, ill a sceptical tone, that they did not think matters
cou~d be so bad as was represented, and
that less was heard of the unemployed in
the country districts than there was in
Melbourne. I t was explained, however,.
the other night by the Minister of Rail~
ways, that a great: many of those out of
employment in the provinces came to Melbourne to look for work, and there was no
doubt that at the present time the condition of thin~s in the city of Melbourne was
very terrible indeed. I t was shocking to
any rmm with a heart, or with any consciousness of responsibility, to have to
listen' to the tales of woe which were told
by honest men, who only wanted an
opportunity of earning bread for thomselves and their families, but could not
get it. One man he spoke to the previous
day told him that he had never appealed
to anyone before. He had managed to
get his living so far, but now he said he
had reached the last sta.ge. He had paid
for five years into a building society for a.
house-showing that he was an industrious
man-:-but he was afraid that he would
have to lose it, as he could not go on
paying. He (Lt.-Col. Reay) hoped the
Government would realize how terrible
the distress was, and how much there
was of it. If honorable members who
had the slightest vestige of scepticism on
the subject would take the trouble during
the next fortnight to investigate for themselves what the conditions were, he was
sure they would come back prepared to
support the Government ill doing oven
heroic, or at least unusual, things in order
that. the distress might be alleviated.
Mr. E"TEN CAMERON (Portland)
stated tha.t he did not wish in any way to .
weaken the appeal which had been made
to the Premier to· find some employment
for the unemployed, but he desired to
point ont one feature of the mov.ement
for the Governmellt providing employment
in Melbourne. He had, one evidence of
the result the previous night, when he was
asked by a young fellow outside the door
to endeavour· to get him some work.
This young. man said he had a wife and
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children, and was threatened to be turned should be improved.
He would also
()ut of his home~dl1ring the present week. point ont that some years ago the GovernHe stated that he came from the Portland ment. of the day reserved land for what was
electorate, and that his father and people called the direct cnt to Port Melbourne.
live there. . He (Mr. Cameron) asked the There were reports from the late Mr.
man why on earth he came to Melbourne, Clement Hodgkinson and others that
as he surelv would have had a better that direct cut was not only practicable
chance in his own district of getting but would be very much better than the
employment
for
which
he
was roundabont method of reaching ~he Bay
fitted. rrhe result, however, of the that there was at present. He was told
Government finding employment in by a professional man the other day that
Melbourne was that men of this class were if the wind had remained in a particular
attri:\,cted to the metropolis. At the same direction for another six 01' eight hours
time, there was the feature of the Govern- Melbourne would have been flooded again.
ment sending men up the country when If the direct cut ,was undertaken, as the
Gonrnrncnt work had to be done land was nearly all sand, a large numb.er
there, thus depriving the local un- of men who were not artisans could be
employed the opportuuity of doing employed on the work, and there was no
the work.
In dealing with the un- doubt that it would have to be done some
employed difficulty, these contradictory time. Nearly all the leading scientists
features ought to be taken into. account- were agreed that Melbourne must eventu()f people being attracted to Melbourne to ally have the direct cut to Port Melswell the unemployed, while at the same bOllrne, which would not only shorten the
time unemployed were being sent' up to distance to the Bay, but \vould afford acthe country to do. work which might be comrnodation for ships on each side all the
done by the local unemployed.
way down. As to the conn try districts,
Mr. DUGGAN.-This Government em- hE' had been in a district pretty near to
ploys two from Melbourne and one from that represented by the honorable mem bel'
the country -- two-thirds and one-third for Portland, and the difficult.y he saw
there was that a working man absorbed
was the proportion agreed upon.
Mr. EvYEN CAMEH.ON (Portland) ob- lIearly half his time looking for work. If
served that it would be infinitely better if there were a possibility in those districts
some system could be adopted by which of its being made known-for example,
the unemployed would cease to be by notices posted up at the post.offices or
migratory. It would be bettor to adopt other buildings-as to where work was
some system that would tend to cnre per- wanted, a great deal of time that was
manently the unemployed difficulty which lost in looking for ';vork might be saved.
It was heartrending ·to hear the cases of
so often cropped up.
distress that existed even in the conn try,
Lt..-Col. H.EAY.-You cannot do that not excluding the rich western district,
unless you give pel:manent employ- where there ' . . ere a large number of
,ment.
families living on very pOOl' forage indeed.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Port/and) He believed that the Government were
remarked that nnder the present system doing their best for the unemployed, and
men came from the country, like the man he believed that honorable members in
from his electorate, to swell the unem- every part of the House felt sincerely for
ployed in Melbourne, while at the same these men, who were really helpless. In
time men were sent to such places as the country it was the time that was
Portland to get employment, where there lost in looking for employment whieh
already existed men who could. do the was one of the great causes of Ipen being
work that was required there.
Some- out of work; and if some system could
thing should be done to avoid that state ol?ly be adopted of brillging employer and
of things.
employe together, a great deal of good
Mr. BENT stated that in addition to would be done. With regard to the direct
the vV'orks which had been referred to by cut to Hobson's Bay, if the Government
the honorable member for Carlton, he would only initiate that work, it.would
might point out that the country people, not only afford a great amount of employ'at any mte, were crying out for more ment, but would also be profitable to the
wharfage accommodation; and it was State. If inquiries were made on the
suggested that the piers atWilliamstown .slibject, it would be found that in alm.ost
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all directions there was a unanimity of
-opinion that the direct cut sho\lld be con.structed.
Mr. LANGDON observed that he would
.sugge::.1't; that many of the unemployed
.could be well sent into the country with
the view of painting, embellishing, and
improving the local State schools. Many
-of these were in a sad state of repair.
Mr. N ICHOLLs.-Many of them are like
barns. They haye been neglected for
years.
Mr. LANGDON said that was quite
true. This was a matter which he would
impress on the Government, and he was
:sorry that the Minister of Public Instruction was not in his place.
Mr. DUGGAN.-He is looking into the
matter very seriously.
Mr. LANGDON remarked that the
~uestion of pure water supply to the St.ate
schools was also one of great urgency.
:Quring the last dry season he endeavoured
to have filters supplied to the schools, in
·order to filter the water lest there should
be a fever outbreak. The supply of filters
might cost a good deal, but it would be a
·step in the right. direction. An arbor
£lay had been set apart for the planting
of trees, but he regretted to say that it
had not been carried out to the extent
that it ought to II.ave been. He would
strongly urge on the Government that
employment should be given to painters
:and others in improving the appearance
-of the State schools, and also that provision should be made for improving the
water supply.
.
Mr. KIRTON observed that he was yery
glad that this quest jon of the unemployed
had been removed from the domain of
party, and that no attempt had been
made to take_ ad vantage of the Government in connexion with the subject.
Honorable members on all sides recognised
that the Ministry had made an earnest
attempt to grapple with the difficulty.
Whilst metropolitan members were justified ill drawing attention to the distress
in Melbourne, he, as a country member,
felt compelled to call attention to the
fact that in the cOllIitry, and particularly
in centres like Ballarat, there was a proportionate amount of distress. No hOll'Orable member knew better than the
Premier the amount of unemployed
which there was in Ballarat at present,
and probably also in Bendigo. Possibly
the volume of unemployed was not so
large in Bendigo as it was in Ballarat,
Session 1901.-[18.J
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where mining was unprecedentedly low.
But for the important developments
which had taken place at Pitfield, and
which had absorbed a yery large number
of men from Ballarat and the district, the
distress would have been quite as acute
there as it was in Melbourne. He had
not the least objection to the Ministry
doing their best for the unemployed in the
metropolis, and he was very glad indeed
to find that they were doing their utmost
to relieve the distress there. At the same
time it mnst be recognised that the
citizens of Ballarat and other parts of the
State were entitled to equal consideration.
In his judgment, a very great mistake had
been made by the Ministry, or rather by
the Mining department, in discontinuing
the practice which had been in existence
for some time of enabling men to go to
tLe country on free passes.
Mr. BUR'l'o~.-It has only been transferred to the bureau.
Mr. KIRTON said the Minister of
Mines was scarcely correct in that interjection.
Mr. BUR'roN.-Quite correct.
Mr. KIRTON· remarked that he believed he wonld be snpported by other
honorable members in the statement that
it was now exceedillgly difficult for mel}
out of employment to obtain free passes.
Dr. MALoNEY.-Hear, hear.
Lt-Col. REAY.-I sent a man f::>r one
to-day, and he has gone to the country.
Dr. MALONEY.-It is most difficult, and
in some cases almost impossible, to get
free passes for the men.
Mr. KIRTON stated that the present
practice made it extremeiy difficult for
men out of work to obtain a free pass.He himself went to the Mining department that day on behalf of a poor wretch
who had not sufficient to pay for a meal.
He desired to get the man a free pass to
Ballarat, in order to obtain work there as
a miner. He (Mr. Kirton) was informed,
.however, t.hat the Mining department had
discontinued. the prac~ice of issuing free
passes.
Mr. BURTON.-Trallsferred it to the
bureau.
Mr. KIRTON asked under what conditions free passes were granted now 1 In
the first place a man had to sign a statement that he had work to go to.
Mr. PEACOCK.-No; as long as they
can show a reasonable prospect of securing
work they get a free pass.
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Mr. KIRTON said he spoke advisedly
in say ing that men were being refused
free passes daily.
Mr. SANGs'l'ER.-I know it.
Mr. KIHTON observed that he had a
list of men who desired free passes, which
he brought from Ballarat. He went
to Mr. W'hitehead, who was extremely
obliging, and certainly did supply some
passes. However, when he went to the
Mining department. he fonnd that the
practice of issuing free passes there had
been discontinued.
He thought the
Ministry should immediately revert. to the
system of issuing passes through the
Mining department.
Sir SAl\lUEJ, GILLO'l''l'.-SO they do, I
understaud.
Mr. KIRTON stated that he thought
the Attorney-General was in error.
Mr. DUGGAN.-'When were you at the
Mining department 1
Mr. KIR'fDN said he was at the
departmeut that day and saw the chief
clerk, who informed him that the Mining
department had discontinued tbe practice,
of issuing free passes.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That is quite true. 'We
decided that we would have the whole
matter under one controlling body-the
burean, which now issues the passes.
Mr. K [RTON asked the Premier
whether free passes were still being issued
by the 'Mining depaJ;tmellt or llOt 1
Mr. PEAcocK.-Not by the Mining
department.
Mr. KIRTON remarked that this was a
practice which was initiated by the previolls Government.
•
Mr. BURTON.-Oh, no; it was started
years before.
Mr. KIRTON stated that at least it
grew under the last Government; alld
free passes were issued extensively through
the Mining department. Those members
who had special facilities for knowing
the value of that practice were aware
that it was an entirely satisfactory one.
Dr. MALoNEY.-The best plan they ever
adopted.
Mr. KIHTON sa,id that the practice had
been discontinued, not in the interests of
the men, but in the interests of economy.
Now a man who asked for a free pass had
to give an nndertaking, first, that he had
a reasonable prospect of obtaining employment-and there were hundreds of men
who were unable to give that undertaking
-and, secondly, he had to give an undertaking that he would return the value of
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the pass out of his first month's earnings.
This was simply placing difficulties in the
way of men obtaining passes with the
object of getting employmcllt. He felt
sure that the Ministry desired to ilo the
right thing, and to assist those men
who were out of employment as far
as possible. If they cousulted the feelings of honorable members, and took
advantage of the knowledge of those
members who were in the best position to
judge in connexion with cases of this kind,
they would revert to the old plan of
issuing passes through the Mining department. In Ballarat there was the unemployed problem as well as in Melbourne.
There were there miners, thrifty, prudent
men, men who declilled to accept the
bread of charity, and who suffered in
silence. He ventured to say that never
in the history of Ballarat had the distress
been so great as it was to-day. He hoped
that the Ministry, in dealing with the unemployed, WOt~ld see that an all-l'ouna
method of treatment was meted out, and
that- no district was favoured at the,
expense of another. He was quite sure
that whatever action the Ministry took at
the presellt time with the object of relieving the distress, Loth in the country
districts and Melbolll'lle, would be snpportecl hy honomLle members' on every
side of the Honse.
Mr. GILLIES expressed the opinion
that there was not a member of the
House who would not go a long way out.
of his road to give employment to anyone
who was in want of it alld was suffering
distress. Honorable members knew that
they were worried time after time by
appeals to them from people who were out
of employment-not, merely men who
pretended to be searching for employment and hopillg that they would not get.
it, but men who were sincerely anxious to>
get work. He believed that there' were:
many such men out of employment at the
present time, and any honorable members who had been in office must· know
how worried Ministers were in the efiorts.
which they felt compelled to make to·
provide employment for those who werein wallt through being uuable to filld work._
Aman might come to an honorable member, a mall whom the honorable member'
had probably known for a long time,.
and refJresent that 'if he could get to,
Ballarat or Sand hurst., or· some other
place, he would be able to obtain employment. Because t.hat man only said that,
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he believed he had reasonable prospects
Mr. SANGS'l'ER.-'Vhat will be so re'Of employment at the place where he garded by the Ministry.
wanted to go, an honorable member could
:Mr. GILLIES said he was addressing'
not find it in his nature to do otherwise all the honorable members of that House.
than obtain a rail way pass for him. Many and he wanted them, as they wanted him:
a time he (Mr. Gillies), and many other to do their duty. If anybody who wanted
honorable members, had said to the Rail- employment could not get employment at
way department--" If he dClesn't get em- a wage of 7s. 6d., or 7s., or 6s., he should
ployment, I will pay for his fare to come consider whether he should not accept
back." Many members, to his knowledge, employment at 5s. or 5s. 6d.
had done that. During the whole of his
Mr. SANGS'l'ER.-Or for his food alone, I
experience for years past in Parliament, suppose 7
Mr. GILLIES said that if a man could
and there had been very many troub·
lous times, there had been invariably a get a lower wage than the highest to
strong feeling on the part -of honorable which he thought he was entitled, it
members to do everything they could t.o was clearly his duty to take it, and it
provide men with employment. For did was also clearly the duty of honorable
not every honorable member know and members to advise such men that they
believe that by obtaining employment for should accept it.
the men, he was improving the position of .
Mr. BRmILEy.-That is trading on neces~
the country and the national excheqner, sity.
as well as the position of the unfortunate
Mr. GILLIES said he wonld like to
men 1 He took it for granted that the know whether everyone, working men as
Government were forced-he used that well as others, were not compelled to bow
expression intentionally, because every- to necessity. A man might want £1 a
body was tinder compulsion when a case of day, but if he could not obtain that,
great urgent necessity was brought before wonld anyone mean to say that in order
him-to obtain employment for a great to tide him over his difficulties, he should
number of people and to take extra mea- 1l0t accept 5s. 6d., 6s., or 6s. 6d., if he
sures in order to provide that employment. could get it ~ He (MI·. Gillies) had never
He knew personally tl)e endeavours some been iu favour of cutting down wages, bemembers of the Government made in cause he believed that every man should
order to do what they could to obtain get the very best wages that could be
employment for the men; but, notwith- earned, and because the payment of the
standing their endeavours in that respect, high wage>! was an indication that times
he agreed that there ought not to be any were good for everybody. Anybody, thererelaxation of efforts. As the honorable fore, who would ad vise a man who was in
member for Ballarat remarked, when bad urgent necessity that he ShOll ld not take
times come upon them in Ballarat or Sand- a lower wage than the ordinary rate
hurst, men employed in the mines there for the time being was not a wise man,
lost their employment and did not know and was not a friend to the man whom he
where to turh for their living. Everybody advised. He had no doubt whatever that
would be willing, although they had not . it was the duty not only of the Governal ways the opportnnity! to lend their aid in ment, but of every honorable member, to
affording persons facilities to obtain honest try to help ·those who were in the unemployment in any- direction. Might he fortunate ppsition of being unable to Obadd to what he had already said, without tain employment, and he felt confident
any intention of leading honorable mem- that in this matter the public interest and
bers ·to relax their efforts in this good private duty were one and the same thing.
work, that the difficulty might sometimes He had no doubt that the Government
be created by ,some of the men themsel ves. were desirous and anxious to do whatever
It was not always possible for a man to they could, and there was no honorable
obtain either the highest wage or the mini- member who, if· placed in the position of
mum wage under certain circumstances.
the Government, would not be anxious
Mr. SANGS1'ITIR.-You are spoiling your to do likewise. Noone, therefore, need
pretend that the Government and the
speech.
Mr. GILLIES said that he was now conntry were not anxious to render
coming to .what would be regarded by in- as,:istance, because it was their duty to be·
telligent people as the most important anxious, and, in addition to that, it was topart of his speech.
i their interest to be anxious.
Q
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Dr. MALONEY stated that there was
one point he wished to accentuate in
'connexion with the question of the railway
passes. That system was introduced by
Mr. McColl, when that honorable gentleman was Millister of Mines. Mr. McColl
was generous a.nd did well in that matter.
Mr. McColl was succeeded by Mr. Foster,
who proceded on the same lines; and Mr.
Foster was followed hy Mr. Outtrim, who,
so far as the passes were concerned, was the
best Minister of Mines Victoria had ever
bad. Mr. Outtrim was followed by the
present occupant of the office, whe,
so £ar as the passes in his keeping and at his disposal were concerned,
was all that he (Dr. Maloney) or
auy one else could wish. The previous
day an application bad been made for
seven passes, two of which were granted,
and five refused because these five men
were unable to provide the required
guarantee. How could men who were
walking on their uppers give a guarantee 1
When the present Ministry came into
office there was a change in the system
of granting passes, and honorable members sa w the creation of the present
miserable system. It was since then that
all the difficulty in connexion with the
passes had arisen. If the Premier would
call for a return of the number of passes
obtained by the different hOllorable members of that House, they would find that
the name of the late Mr. Hancock was the
highest on the list, and that all the labour
members also figured there very prominen tly, Mr. Bennett especially. If the
Government Bureau were carried ont
properly, it would be a great success. It
was a manifest injustice that the department under the Millister of Mines
should be charged so many hnndreds of pounds for passes by the Hailway
departmellt., which was merely another
Government department.
This system
put a check upon the generosity of the
Minister of Mines, whose department had
to pay away money to another department
for services which it cost the other departments nothing at all to perform. He did
not wailt to lay blame on any officer
connected with the bureau, Mr. White··
head, the officer in charge of the bureau,
was most courteous in his manner, and
whenever that gentl~man could strain a
point to assist men in getting into the
country he did so; but that officer could
not grant all the assistance in that
respeot that he would like to, because

of his being ha~pered by hard-andfast lines, and It was a pity that
the Premier could not see his way to
effect an alteration. If a man was willing
to go into the country and work for the
wages that the honorable member for
Toorak had indicated, surely it was no
expense to the country to give him a pa.:!s
to allow him to go there. Not an ounce
more of coal would be burnt because of
that. man being in the train. It was cruel
to ask a man who was absolutely without money and without frienui) to obtain
the guarantee of some honseholder that
his fare ·would be paid. He (Dr. Maloney)
had told the men to get a gun,mntee from
anyone who was a houselwlder, and if the
men could not pay and a threat was made
to proceed against the householder, he
(Dr. Maloney) would see that a lawyer
was engaged to fight the matter out on
his behalf. But it ,vas not to be sup·
posed for one moment tbat proceedings
of that kind would ever be taken. Could
anybudy conceive of the Government
suing some poor woman who was keeping
a lodgillg-house because she guaranteed
the pass for some unfortunate man to
go to where he thought he cOllld oh- "
tain employment 1
He must admit
t11at he had never heard the Ullemployed so sympathetically spoken of in
that House by members of both town
and country as he had that night. He
believed that every member of that House
would do whatever he could to provide private employment. 1'hat, indeed, had been
the point of view from which he had
al ways spoken in t.hat House, and the
point of view from which he was speaking
'Vben the labour bureau was
then.
originally established by Mr. Graham he
did not believe that it was intended that it
should be a success in the direction in
which he (Dr. Maloney)wished it should
be, though it certainly had some good
points. At that time an employer, at any
piace where there was a post-office, could
send down through the post-office te the
central bureau, informing the bureau of
the labour he required, and supplying information as to the rate of wages.
The
bureau then communicated with suitable
men and had them sent forward.
Mr. DUGGAN-That.is done all over the
State now.
Dr. MALONEY said he only mentioned
these matters in order that if there were
any directions in which the work of the
bureau. could be rendered more efficient
~
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!')teps shoulu be taken at. once to have the
possible improvements effected.
The
system under which registrations were
made, only from ten a.m. till twelve o'clock,
was very unfair to the men, and
he did not sec why it should
be continued,
because one
clerk
could do all the work of. registering,
from, say, ten a. m. to four o'clock. An
amendment in this direction had been
specially asked for by the unemployed.
He also wished to make some references
to the condition of the city watch-houses,
which were teeming with vermin and
parasites. It was a shame that any
human being should be placed there. An
unfortunate man, who had been ruined
through the financial collapse, and whose
bank-book showed that he had given
away £10,000 in charity, had been taken
into one of these vile places, and this distressing case had been called attention to
by the Herald. rrhe watch-house in the
city was of wood, and in an almost·ruined
cOl;dition. He was certain that if honorable members examined it they would be
unanimous in sweeping it out of existence.
He did not desire to baulk the wish of
honorable members for a holiday, and if
the majority of 'the House felt there ought
to be an adjournment for a fortllight he
ivould accept the situatioll. But he would
ask honorable mcmbers to give him credit
for sincerity in asking that Parliament
should llOt adjourn, but should proceed
with the "york that it had before it. At
the end of the session last year, he had
moved for an early session this year, and,
speaking from memory, he believed that
he was supported in the request by 32
members. The leadet· of the Opposition
had stated that matter from his point of
view, but still his (Dr. Maloney's) words
on the subject were embodied in Ifansard,
and could not be questioned. If that early
meeting had taken place, the change in
the housing of the Parliament might have
come before honorable members before any
definite steps had been taken. An officer
of Parliament had been granted twelve
months' leave of absence at the rate of payment running into four figures, and had
taken another place under the Commonwealth Government. lt was not rjght
that the man should draw two salariesone in the shape of a pension, and the
other as payment for his services to the
Commonwealth Parliament.
Mr. PEACOCK.--That is not so; it was
never intended.
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Dr. MALON EY said he had seen a
published report to that effect.
Mr. DUGGAN.-'l'he report is wrong.
Dr. MALONEY said that if the gentleman he referred to received a salary from
the Commonwealth Government it was to
be hoped that an equivalent portion of
his pension would be ded ucted, as was
agreed to by Sir Andrew Clarke in Enghnd, when he took the post of A~ent
General, and as the Hight Honorable H.
C. E. Childers did when he rose to the
position of Chancellor of the Exchequer.
He hoped that the Premier would see
that this officer did not take the double
salary.
Mr. PEACOCK.-He will not take it, and
in any case he could not get it.
Dr. MALONEY said that there had
been one officer of Parliament contemptible enough to make a man who was
better than himself clean the boots of
himself and his family. It was never
intended that Parliament should pay
wages to men who were this man's equal
in order that they ehould do this class of
work for him. There were too many
lodgers in the old Parliament House, an<l
he hoped the Premier would not allow
the Exhibition-building to be used in
the same way. If it had to be llsed as a
residence at all it should be utilized for
homeless people who needed shelter, and
not for men who were drawing from £24
to £2G a week.
Mr. GILLIES.--It is the olel story, that
no mall ought to get more than £500 a
year whatever his capabilitiel' might be.
Dr. MALON EY.-Judgillg by the honorable member, he WOll lcl say that that
was quite enough. Of course his remark
was to be tai\.en in a kipdly sense, for he
and the honorable member for TOOl'ak
nnd~rstood and appreciated one another
much better than they did ten years ago.
He (Dr. Maloney) was willing to admit
that he had done the honorable member
some little inj llstice in times past. The
honorable member had made an excellent
speech that night. He (Dr. Maloney) did
not 'agree with everytbing t.he honorable
member said, but; of course that. was not
to be expected. '\Vhat he intended now to
say was not meant in any disrespectful
manner, as he considered the present
Lieutenant-Governor the best-educa.ted
man, and the man with the most brains,
who had ever filled the Governor's chair,
with the exception of Mr .•Tustice Higinbotham, who ought to 'have filled it.
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The SPEAKER - I am afraid' I cannot
allow that.
Dr. MALONEY said that: there was a
literary adage, that one could think in
Russia. All the good things that he
would have liked to say he must keep in
his own mind; but he would say that an
officer of the State should not draw two
salaries, and he was very much dissatisfied
with the present position in that respect
in connexion with His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor.
TheSPEAKER.-Lastnight I wasasked
to require an honorable member to refrain
from referring to a distinguished gentleman
outside this House. I had no power to
do that; bllt I would point out
to the honorable member that he will
be violating the practice of Parliament by directly or indirectly referring
to the Governor of the State in
the way he proposes. I hope the honorable member will continue his remarks
on some of the other subjects which are
now under discussion.
Dr. MALONEY said that when the
Estimates came down he would have an
opportunity of saying what he desired
to say on that subject.. If the '1'reasurer
had not the money with which to find
work for the unemployed, it was his
duty to ask Parliament to continue its
sittings in order that employment might
be found, because he did not believe that
any honorable member really wanted this
holiday.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-A fortnight's holiday at £12 a week.
Dr. MALONEY said that he did not
wish to "make broad his phylactery."
He bad made a challenge to an honorable
member, and if that honorable member
did not care to accept it publicly he could
accept it privately.
Mr. GILLIES.-Is it pistols 01' swords 1
Dr. MALONEY said that the honorable
member for Toorak would never face that.
If the honorable member to whom he had
made his challenge accepted it privately,
he (Dr. Maloney) would do his part,. aud
though he had not as large fin income lilS
the honorable member, the honorable
member would find that he would not be
wanting. The sympathetic way in which
every honorable member had spuken of the
unemployed was an indicatioll that Parliament wa~ within easy distance of grasping
that question. A solution of the question
would be fonnd to a great extent by giving
the men a chance of settlirg on the land,
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where they might become their own landlords, and have no fear on the 8core of the
payment of rent.
Mr. RAMSAY stated that he desired to
impi'ess upon the Government the necessity for finding work for the unemployed.
He lived in a district where there were a
large number of people who were without
employment. 'fhe present position caused
him a great deal of pain, as must be the
case with every other ponorable m.ember
of this House. As a worker hin~self he
knew what it was to have to look for
work, and he t.rusted that the system of
issuing passes would be extended. '1'he
present system was a farce, and he would
urge that every assistance should be
given to the men who wished to secure
work in the country. Honorable members
would discover if they had to look for
work that they could very soon exhaust
the capabilities of th8 metropolitan district ill the matter of providing employment. Distant hills, it was said, were
the greenest, and a great many felt that
if thfly could only get into the country,
they might obtain the employment which
they were unable .to find in. the city.
If, however, they went to the bureau
they had to produce a letter from some one
who declared that he was willing to
employ them, and unless they could produce such a letter as that, they were
unable to obtain their passes. '1'here was
another matter he would like to bring
under the notice of the Government. He
trusted that the conference in reference
to the pier question would be pushed
on, and that the work in that direction would be undertaken
during
the present winter, because it was
much better for men who lived in
the metropolitan district to obtain employmen t near their homes. A man who
was sent into the country was put to the
double expense of keeping himself and of
l{eeping his family in the city. 'With
regard to the question of constructing
trucks, he would like to point out that
the trucks at present were being made
solely of steel. He had been interviewed
by the ~vaggon-bllilders ill the different
local shops, alld they had represented to
him. that if morc wood work was used in
the trucks :1 larger amount of employ··
ment would be provided for their trade,
and that numbers cf men who had been
for months out of work would have an
opportunity of obtaining a little casual
employment. He could not allow, the
I
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remarks of the honorable member for
Toorak to pass without comment. That
honorable member said t.hat it would be
better for a man to take 5s. or 68. than go
without employment. But that honorable
member lost f:)ight altogether of the real
point of the matter. If a man who was
in want of employment went and offered
himself for 5s. 6d. a day at work for
which the' regular rate was Gs. 6d. 01'
7s. 6d., he was only pushing out of employment the men who were already
recei ving that rate, and making things
. much worse for everybody. He (Mr.
Ramsay) knew what it was to go t.ramping about looking for ,vork, and what it
was to compete against low wages. He did
not see why this generation should have to
bear the whole expense in connexioll with
public works. Why should not future
generations bear theIr share? If this
idea \yere acted upon, much more work
could be provided than was at present
tbe case, and he would ask the Government to seriously look'into 'this aspect of
the question. 'Work was wauted at once.
It was a pitiable sight to see men going
about looking for work and being unable tu
find it. As to what honorable members
did privately in the way of providing work,
that was best kno\\ n to themselves; and
he had no doubt they did what they
could in this direction. But he askod the
Government to give this question~f providing work for the unemployed their most
earnest consideration.
The honorable
member for Brighton had been talking
abullt the proposal for the straight cut
from the Bay to the river. It was a very
nice suggestion, of course; but. that
honorable member forgot that t.he Harbor Trust had already expended over a
million in doing what they called extending the shipping accommoda,tion, and now
people wero talking about this straight
cut, and about projects of spendillg
immense SlUns of money upon it. He
would say-let the Bay have a show.
'What was req llired now was that necessary
work in connexion with the piers should
be undertaken, and that proper accommodation should be provided there. After
that accommodation was p'rovided, this
proposal for the straight cut might then
cOlne up for consideration. His opinion
was that, so far as the feasibility of that
scheme was concerned, it was simply a
project in the air.
Mr. METHVEN said that fe'w men, he
believed, came more into contact with the
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working classes than he himself, and he
believed that he had a larger number of
working men in his constituency than had
any other honorable member. Now, with
regard to the question ·of passes, which
had been spoken to by the honorable
member for Melbourne West, he desired
to state that he had been in the
habit of sending a considerable number of men to the Mines department for
passes, and he found that, in a large number
of cases, these passes had been refused.
Men were unable to get a rail way pass
from the Mines department unless they
were going mining or had secnred work
in the country. He believed it was contemplated by the Goverument to make a
deviation near Mild Ul'a in connexion with
the construction of tbe rail way line tothat irrigation colony.
That. deviation
was likely to cost £5,000 or £6,00U.
Mr. DUGG.AN.-It has all been settled.
Mr. MEl'HVEN said he was pleased to
heal' that this was the case. This was the
season of the year for men to work in the
malIee country. because the elimn.te was
mild in the winter. It was impossible for
the men to work there in the summer
months, because of the excessive heat ..
The Government ought to be able to give
the House some intimation when the work
of oonstrncting the railway to Mildura
would be entered UpOll, as it would be the
means of affording employment to several
hundred men. Then there were other
works that ought to receive immediate attention at the hands of the Government.
A number of men could be set to work toreclaim the Koo-wee-rup and Moe Swamps,
as the drainage works there had not
been carried out in anything like a complete manner. If the drains were widened
and deepened it would prevent the settlers.
being flooded out every year and having
their crops dest.royed. If the officers of
the Pnblic 'Yorks department were not
capable of performing t,he work in a propermanner, the sooner the Minister got some
outside engineering opinion, the better it
wou ld be for the Government and for the
people residing at the swamps. Even if
the Government had to spend another"
£100,000 in connexion with the reclamation of these swamps, they would hav~
still a very valuable asset left in the·
Crown lands remaining there. It was.
useless the Government talking about.
having no money at its command to enter
upon such-works as he had indicated. The·
rrreasurer had found money readily enough
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to decorate the city in connexion wilh the being unemployed, incurred liabilities
l"eCent Royal visit, and there ought to be with the grocers and butchers, and when
nothing to prevent them finding the they did get employment they had to pay
money for t.hese works. If honorable ofr these small debts. The result was
members had had the sctme experience as t,hat even when they were in work they
hirnf3elf, of dozens of unfortunate men were nnable-to put anything by, and that
waiting on him daily at his house and when they ceased to have employment
begging for work, they would regard the they became destitute almost immediately.
unemployed question in a more seriolls Some of the unemployed had, week after
light. At present no one could be em- week, to keep a house and home on less
ployed except through the Labour Bureau. than the Government had provided for a
It was useless men going to the Public meal to their guests at the review at the
'V"orks or Railway departments for em- . Flemington Race-course in connexion with
ployment, because all the men required the recent celebratiolls-which they never
by those departrnents were o"tained got. He would strongly urge the Gothrough the bureau. Thera were thou- vernment to go on with some of the
sandli of names registered at the bureau, public works that the Premier had
and he knew of men who h:11 had their promised he would endeavqur to pronames on the list there for six months, ceed with. He thought that the unemand bad not been able to get any \York. ployed should be carried into the
The Government ought to start some country districts free of charge, as it
works where some relief could be given to would not add a single penny to the cost
the men who were in most lleed of employ- of the Hail way department. There were
ment, without having to wait their turn trains that left Spencer-street for the
on the list at the Labour Bureau. 'fhe country every day that could easily carry
Flinders-street station ought to be put in a dozen or more of the unemployed withhand at once, because that was a work out any extra expense to the Hail way deHe knew the Minister of
that had been authorized by Parliament partment.
Lauds had dOlle what he had been able to
muny months ago.
Mr. J. VV. BILLSON said he had been do in thiA matter, but unfortunately
eonnected, more or less, with the unem- enough had not been done to meet the
Pri vate employed during every winter for the last necessities of the times.
fourteen years, and he had never known a ployers had 110 longer any use for these
larger body of deserving unemployed than men, and the Government must employ
there were at the present time. Mornillg those who were unable to find other emafter morning, men who were anxiolls and ployment. The Government should rewilling to w0 1'k, men who were determined cognise that it was its duty to find work
to do justice to any employer who would for such men, and future Governments
engage them, held meetings ill thl1 hope would be compelled to recognise that it
was their duty to do so. Men would not
that they would b~ able to move the Go
vernment to come to their assistance in starve quietly in these times. These men
starting some public works. These men had only protested up to the present j
had, in many caseR, wives and families LJUt thE':: time mi,gh~ come, if their ilUmwho were on the verge of starvation. It bers increa8ed, whell they might become a
was heart-breaking to anyone wPo had danger to the community. 1'0 coolly tell
anything to do with the matter. If the these men that they should take a lower
honorable member for Toorak, who repre- wage was simply insultillg them. When
sented a comfortahle constituency, ?is- ~abOll~" was at its cheapest in this country j
sociated himself with the ullemployed when men were taking 3s. and 4s. a day,
movement, he wOllld'find that his views and glad to g~t; it, it was the worst time
might be materially altered. It had been that Victoria had ever experienced. . All
suggested that the men should work for that the un!3mployed asked was a fair
less wages, but that was ridiculous, be- return for their labour.
M.r. GILLIES.-Was ever a man prepared
'Jause if a man took less wages it
simply resulted in throwing another man to take low wages 1
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Plenty of men are
out of work, and of course in no diminuwilling to pay low wages.
tion of the number of the unemployed.
Mr. J. VY. BILLSON said that necesMoreover, it was not fair nor just that
men should be asked to work for a less sity had forced men to be willing to
wage. Many of these men had, through take whatever woges they were able to get;
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but if they had been in comfortable circumstances, they would have scouted the
idea at once.
Mr. GILLIES.-Would you prefer to work
at a low wage, or starve ~
Mr. J. W. BILLSON said if it came to
starving with work or starving without
work, he would prefer the latter. Labour
was the only commodity these men had to
sell; and like everyone else, they had a
right to expect the best price they could
obtain for their commodity. If a man
chose to" work cheap enough, he might be
able to obtain employment, but it would
be at the expense of other persons who
were getting higher wages; and that
would not decrease the number in the
ranks of the unemployed. The Government should do whatever it could to
relieve the distress just now existing in
our midst. It was absolutely necessary
that something sh01l1ld be done as soon as
possible.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired
to impress upon the Government the
necessit.y of providing work immediately
for the unemployed. There could be no
question as to the distress which was
existing in Melbourne at the present tin1e.
. It might be to the interests of some persons
to decry that distress, but that did not
prove that it did not exist in a very acute
form. Honorable members had only to
move among the une~ployed from da:y to
day to find the amount of distress existing among them. 'rhat distress had been
unparalleled for a considerable time.
There were two or three cases which he
had brought under the notice of Mr.
"Vhitehead, who was in charge of the
Labour Bureau, and who had shown practical sympathy in a number of such cases
by pr~)Viding work for the men who were
really in need of it. But those cases
could easily be multiplied if honorable
members related their experiences. He
knew himself of a most distressing case
where a man who had married late in life
was now approaching 60 years of age, a,nd
had four young children and a wife to look
after. That man was unable to obtain a
living. He was handicapped by his grey
hairs. He was regal"ded by private employers as too old for their work, and yet
he was not old enough for an old-age
pension. The Government might provide
some work at once for the unemployed
by repairing the roads in Royal-park
which had been cut up by the military
Session 1901.-[19J
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during their encampment there in connexion with the recent celebrations.
Those roads were not under municipai
control, but belonged to the Royal-park
authorities. Then another work that was
absolutely necessary in the interests of
the health of the people of Melbourne
was the channelling of Moonee Ponds
Creek. The Government had taken steps
to beautify the southern approach to the
city of Melbourne, and some money might
be spent with advantage by it in improving the approach to the city from the
northern side along the Flemington and
Sydney roads. Then again, there were
openings for men at forest thinning.
'l'hat was one of the most profitable
things that the Government could undertake. Not only would it result ill making
the timber profitable, but it would increase the grazing value of the Crown
lands and at the same time give men who
were sorely in need of work an opportunity of earning fair wages. The officers
of the Lands department, he knew, were
prepared to recommend districts in which
forest thinning could be carried out with
advantage. With regard to the straight
cut between the Yarra and Hobson's Bay,
which had been brought under the notice
of the House by the honorable member
for Brighton, it was a work that would
have to be carried out sooner or later in
the interests of the port of Melbourne. It
was necessary that there should be better
wharfage accommodation provided for the
ships visiting this port. It was a work
that would pay interest upon the money
expended and provide employment for a
large number of men. There were other
works that could be carried out with advantage to the State, such as the reclamation of the 'Yest Melbourne Swamp. If
that land were reclaimed it could be sold
for factory sites, and would return the outlay tenfold in a few years.
Mr. TUCKER said he would sug-"
gest that the Government should take
steps to clear the weeds out of Albert Park
Lake, in order that that sheet of water
might again become useful to the various
yachtsmen and rowing clubs. He thought
this work could be expeditiously carried
out at a comparatively small cost, and in
an effective way, by the use of coffer
dams. When one section of the lake had
had the rushes and weeds cleared out of it,
another section could be taken in hand,
and so on till the work was completed.
The Mines department had discontinued
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issuing free rail way passes to the unemployed who wished to go into the country,
atld everyone had now to apply to the
Labour Bureau for a free railway pass.
What he objected to, however, \Tas that
before a rail way pass was issued the
unemployed had to get some person in
their district to sign a guarantee that the
amount of the fare would be refunded to
the Government. Honorabte members
should be informed definitely as to what
procedure was to l?e followed in future
regarding the issue of railway passes.
Mr. BAB,BOUR stated that his experience had been somewhat unique in conllcxion with this question, ahcl had been
excessively painful. He hoped he had
been singular in that respect. He had,
like other honorable members, been
besieged by persons who wished to obtain
railway passes, so that they might go into
the country, and look for employment.
He had just learnt with great surprise that
three men, whom he had sent separately
to the Railway department for passes,
had, unknown to him, been referred by
the officers of that department to the
Wesleyan Central Mission, which was a
private charity which carried on one of
the noblest works in our midst. He
hoped that there would not be a repetition
of that. That charity, which had already
sufficient work to do in relieving the
distress, ought not to be burdened in the
way desired by the Railway department.
'rhe Miuister of Lands might find empkJyment for a number of men in clearing
and draining Crown lands, and making
them fit for immediate occupation by
farmers. That would be a reproductive
work, and would enable the farmers to
get a return from their holdings much
earlier than would otherwise be the
case.
It would also be· the means
of adding to the revenue of the Railway department and encouraging the
settlement of people on the land. It
was indeed a very painful. matter, and
there must be something wrong in our
political and social system that there
should be such a lack of employment.
He knew that the Government desired to
do the right thing and to be generous, and
he' felt that as both their head and heart
were in the matter, they would be able to
devise some means for the relief of the
unemployed.
Mr. ANDREW'S said he would like the
Premier, when he rose, to state what the
Government was going to do, to make
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clear the ex'act position with regard to free
passes. If a man said he was going prospectin~ he got a free pass, but if going up
the country for o.ther employment, he had
to go through the form of undertaking to
repay. He could 'not see the reasonableness of the distinction, and he hoped the
Premier would make clear what the futurlacourse was to be in this respect. H3
agreed with the remarks made in regard
to the necessity of providing work for thelocal unemployed in up-country centres,
such as Ballarat, Bendig'o, and Geelong.
There were several public ,,"o,rks to be
carried out at Geelong, and if put in hand
at once they should be completed before
the next wheat season. '
Mr. PEACOCK observed that the debate on the motion had taken much
longer than was anticipated. The discussion had really prevented him from dealing with the very question of the unerr,ployed. He had called for full reports
from the officers, alld he had them in his
portfolio. He told his orderly to have a.
fire lighted in the Premier's office, so thathe might be able to go through thes,~
reports, and be in a position to bring thcl
ques~ion before the Cabinet at its meetin~~
to-morrow. On account of the discussior~
that little plan had llOt been realized.
Ho was satisfied from the inquiries made:
and from the cases brought under hiE:
notice, that there. was a good deal of
genuine distress, but it was not so much
as some would be inclined to think in
regard. to' what were called pick and
shovel men. There was distress amongst
the artisans. He had received a lengthy
report from Mr. Davidson, the InspectorGeneral of Public VV'orks, and had
arra'nged to see him to-morrow morning~
with regard to the works that- he (Mr~
Davidson) could recommend to be proceeded with. He could assure honorable
members that it was a very difficult question, and could not be settled right off in
a discussion such as had occurred that
night. ' He eould not authorize the expenditure of public money for works
simply for the purpose of giving employment.
The work that he authorized
must be work that could be justified on
the floor of the House, and it mnst be
work, too, not confined to the metropolitan area.
There was a great deal of
distress in the country districts, as well
as in the metropolis. I n his own constituency he had never seen more men
out of work. There was only one mine
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in Ballarat working on wages, the other go to the Public Works department so
mines being worked on tribute. N um- that the necessary arrangements might
bers of the men had been averaging not be made in that direction. The reports
more than £1 a week. There was, how- from the officers in charge of the forest·
ever, a hope that things would revive in thinning works had been entirely satismining. He had to recognise the right!::! factory. 'l'he men there were grateful for
and claims of the country districts. He the work provided for them, and they had
could not commit himself definitely to told the officers so. They were working
any particular works. On acconnt of the well, and seemed to like the work. One
Supply Bill having been passed last even- of the difficulties in dealing with the
ing, there would be some small sums question of providing work was the fear
available for expenditure.
He recom- of attracting men from the country to the
·mended, before he left the department metropolitan area. That would be a very
that day, that the work of making the bad policy to pursue, and the Governroads and approaches to the Fever Hospital ment, following the practice of those who
should be proceeded with, and within preceded them, had determined that there
proportion of
24 hours the men would be on the work. sho'uld be a fair
rfhe Government made a profit or' £1,800 work for the unemployed in country
on the Royal review at Flemington, and, districts. In connexioll wi th small
for
the
painting
and
according to promise, that money was being contracts
utilized to carry out this work. He did not repairs to the country' State schools it
know exaetly how the q nestion of the new would not be fair to send metropolitan
railway station stood, but he would look painters and artisans to compete with the
into it. rfhe Government would try to re- local unemployed, bu t where there was no
move the difficulties as fast as possible. He such competition metropolitan artisans
recognised the force of the remarks of the . could be sent.
honorable member for East Bourke
Mr. GROSE.- ill they get free passes
.
Boroughs (MI'. Methven) that it would to go ~
Mr. PEACOCK said he. would underbe ad vantageous to the State to proceed
with that work now. In regard to the take to see that free passes were given in
painting of different public buildings, he all cases where there was a reasonable
had f~llJ reports from Mr. Davidson, who prospect of employment, but the free-pass
admitted that it would be wise to paint question was another very difficult one.
some of them; bllt it was for the Govern- Everyone who asked for a pass could not
ment to determine whether the painting .get it. There were many cases in which
should be done at this time of the veal' the State had been got at. He had been
or postponed till the autumn, whe"n it got at himself in regard to a recommendamight be done with less expense. It tion he had made in one case. He knew
was a matter entirely for the Go- numbers of cases in which where the
vernment to determine whether they order was given for free passes it was
would take the risk of paying a little more found afterwards that the recipients had
to enable the painters to be employed disposed of the passes.
Dr. MALONEY.-That statement was
at once. He called for a return from
the Pu blic Works department with regard made once in regard to men recommended
to the State school buildings, and tenders by me. I challenged the head of the dehad been invited for some £12,000 worth partment to prove it-he never proved it, .
of work in connexion with them. Some and he was never man enough to withtradesmen waited on the Minister of draw the statement. I have recommended
Ed ucation and stated that they were pre- over 1,100 men for passes, and I chalpared to take the work. They were lenged him to say that one was wrong.
tradesmen of different classes who had
Mr. SANGSTER.-The Premier is quite
combined in a number of cases, and they right. It has been done to my knowledge.
desired to know if they could be perMt;. PEACOCK said that there must be
mitted to tender for the work without some discrimination shown ill issuing the
any deposit being required-the works passes. It would not do to issue free
to be carried out under the supervision passes to anybody who liked to ask for
of the officers of the department. The them. Mr. ·Whitehead, who was in cbarge
Minister of Pn blic .Instruction saw him of the Labour Bureau, was a most capable
yesterday, and he approved of this being officer, and he had full authority to issue
done, and requested the Minister to these passes. It was quite right fo the
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State to encourage the idea that men who indication that the Government had as to
received these free passes should, on ob- the period. He would be very glad to
taining employment, afterwards pay for place before the leader of the Opposition
them. Unless care were exercised, every or any other honorable member the correone would want to travel free on the rail- spondence concerning the agreement.
ways, which was a consummation that the
Mr. IRVINE.-I would like to have some
honorable member for Melbourne West answer to the suggestion that the House
devoutly wished for years ago. As to the should have some opportunity of considermatter of the Koo.wee-rup Swamp, all he ing the agreement~
could say was that the officers of the
Mr. PEACOCK said that the Governdepartment claimed that the original ment were perfectly willing to receive any
scheme had not been carried out in its suggestions with regard to the agreement
entirety, and that it was in consequence of on any points that it might be desirable
this fact, and of the abnormal rainfall, that to incorporate in it, but he did not think
the floods had occurred. They had recom- that the leader of the Opposition should
mended to the Minister of Public 'Works ask him that every stage in the settlement
that a straight out 'should be made in the of the p,greement should be reported to
creek, which was a meandering one. The the House. That wonld not be adding to
Cabinet felt that whether the strictures the dignity of the Government nor the
passed on the <;>fficers were deserved or House. Any suggestion the leader of
not, it was highly desirable before spend- the Opposition or any other honorable
ing any further money on the drainage member desired to make would be received
works, to get expert advice. rrhe selec- in the spirit in which it was tendered.
The House divided on the motion for
tion of the experts was now' nnder
the consideration of the Cabinet. adjournmentHe was sorry that he had not the
Ayes •••
41
correspondence with him that had passed
Noes •••
8
between the Prime Minister and himself
in regard to the offer made by the GovernMajority for the adjournment... 33
ment to the Prime Minister, giving him
AYES.
the choice of either the Exhibition-buildMr. Mackinnon,
Mr.
Andrews,
ing or Parliament Houses. ,In the letter
" McArthur,
" Barbour,
which he wrote to the Prime Minister he
Sir John McIntyre,
" Bennett,
Mr. McKenzie,
intimated that everything would be found
" A. A. Billson,
" McLeod,
" Burton,
fairly cOllvenient at the Exhibition-build" E. Cameron,
" Murray,
ings for the Federal Parliament, but the
" Nichols,
" Cullen,
Federal Government, as members knew,
" O'Connor,
" Duffus,
selected the Parliament Houses in Spring" O'Neill,
" Duggan,
Peacock,
Dyer,
street. It was the Prime Minister who
" Ramsay,
" l!""ink,
requested that the arrangement should
Lt.-Col. Reay,
" Fotheringham,
form the subject of an agreement. 'With
Mr. Robinson,
" Gillies,
regard to the pertinent point of the leader Sir Samuel Gillott,
" Staughton,
" Toutcher,
of the Opposition, as to the question of Mr. Grose,
" Trenwith,
" J. Harris,
period, that was brought under his notice
" "Yhite,
" Holden,
by several honorable members. That was
" 'V. H. Williams.
" Irvine,
not mentioned in the agreement, because
:J1ellers.
" Isaacs,
Mr. Railes,
" Kirton,
the Government did not wish to restrict
" Lazarus.
" Langdon,
the Federal Government and Parliament
NOES.
in determining how long they would reMr. Tucker.
main here. That matter was therefore Mr. Beazley,
" J. W. Billson,
left perfectly open, and virtually rested
Tellers.
" Bromley,
'With the Federal Government and the
Dr. Maloney,
" Methven,
Federal Parliament. The Victorian GoMr. Prendergast.
" Sangster,
vernment could not have said-" You are
only going to sit here for a certain period,
MR. G. H. JENKINS.
and then you have to clear out." The
Dr. MALONEY said he desired to ask
Prime Minister had indicated in a letter
that he anticipated that the Federal the Premier, without notice, if it were a
Parliament would meet in Melbourne for fact that the Clerk of the Parliaments, Mr.
three or five years, and that was the only Jenkins, was cuming back to resume his
Mr. Peacock.
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former duties ~ W"as it not a fact that he
had obtained leave for twelve months 011
full pay 1 It was unjust to ths officers
whose posi_tions were affected that Mr.
Jenkins should come· baek a~ his own
sweet will. If he came back he would
dispossess another gentleman, and that
was not fair.
Mr. PEACOCK said the Clerk of the
Parliaments applied for leave of absellce
for a period of twel ve months on full pay,
considering that he was entitled to it after
40 years' service. The Government did
not grant the application 011 full pay, but
in view of the fact that he had not had
extended leave before, granted him leave
till the 31st of July on fnll pay, and without pay after that date. Mr. Jenkins did
not accept the offer, and was coming back
to the service of the State Parliament
next week, as he had a perfect right to
do.
.
The House adjourned at eleven o'clock,
until Tuesday, July 16.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, July 16, 1901.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twenty
minntes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
praye~
.
NE'Y MEMBERS.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had received returns to writs iHsued
by His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor for t.he election bf members to
serve for the followiug provinces:Westem, in the place of the Hon. ~.
'V. Cooke, resigned; North-vVestern, in
the place of the Hon. P. Phillips, resigned; North·Central, in the place of
Sir 'V. A. Zeal, resigned; and that he had
received a return to a writ iSHued by himself for the election.of a member to serve
for the Nelson Province, in the place of
the HOll. S. vVilliamson, resigned. By the
iudorsements on snch writs it appeared
that the following members had been
ret~rned for the severt1-l electoral pro·
vinces set opposite their names :-Mr. W.
S. Mllnifold, Western Province; Mr. Henry
'Villiams, North-Western Province; Mr. 'V.
B. Gray, North-Central Province; and Mr.
H. VV. H. Irvine, Nelson Province.
Mr. Manifo]d, Mr. Gray, and Mr. Irvine
were then introduced and sworn, and
deli vered to the Clerk the declaration of
qu~lification required by Act No.1 075.
Session 1901.--[20]
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Address in Reply.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDH,ESS
IN H.EPLY.
The PRESIDENT reported that he had
that day waited upon the LieutenantGovernor and presented to His Excellency.
the addl;ess adopted by the House on the
26th of J nne last, and that His Excellenay
had been pleased to make the following
rep]y:]\IR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GE~TLE!\lEX
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL-

In the name and on behalf of the King I
thank you for the expressions of loyalty to our
Most Gracious Sovereign contained in the
address which you have been good enough to
present to me, and I fervently trust that your
deliberations may tend to the advancement of
the public welfare of th.e State.

Or

DEATH
rrHE HON.
·WINTER-IRVING.

'V.

r.

~rhe HOll. A. vVYNNE.-Since we last
met, Mr. President,'we have learned with
deep sorrow of the death of 0110 of'
our most esteemed members-the Hon.
W. 1. 'Yinter-Irving. It has been the
custom of this House, on occasions during:
the session when any honorable member
has died, to adjourn out of respect
to his memory.
I do not know an.
honorable member who was more esteemed
and beloved by his fellows, and by
almost every person in the community,. "
than our late friend. He had a most
courteous manner, and always devoted untiring attention to his legislative duties,
and on the occasions on which he spoke,
he invariably spoke words of common
sense, whose woight was always felt by
every member of the House. I feel sure
that when he voted, he voted conscientiously, and with the fullest cOllviction
that he was casting his vote in the beHt
interests of this community. He was' the
son of an old pioneer, and he ·was a pioneer
himself, and both he and his father did a
great deal to open up this State of Victoria. He has spent very large sums of
money in the western. district in draining~
lands there. He has set an example, as a
good land-owner, as a good father, and a,
good colonist to others who may come
after him. I am sure that the members of
this House must feel deep sympathy with
his wife and children in the great loss
they have sustained. It is impoHsible for
anyone to tell how deeply they feel theil'
loss. I am sure that every honorable
member deeply deplores the loss of onr
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late friend and colleague.
move-.-

I beg to

That the House do now adjourn out of
respect to the memory of the late Honorable

W. 1. W inter-Irving.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I beg to
second the motion. I think it is a welldeserved compliment to' be paid to the
memory of a gentleman who occupied a
seat in this House for inany years.
He was very dear to everyone of
us; we respected him for his many
virtues. I do not think it is necessary for
me to add much to what has already been
said in praise of our friend who has now
departed. I may say this-that I had
the plea~mre of knowing his father very
well. I had also the honour of being
ranked as one of the late member's
friends, and I may say tha.t in every capacity of life he proved himself to be a
thoroughly good citizen. I do not know
that he had one enemy in this House. I
think every (lne of us admired him for
his straightforward manner and sterling
character. '1'hey were exemplified every
time he rose to speak in this House,
because he spoke his real and honest convictiOI~s.
Vi e all deplore our loss very
greatly indeed. To his sorrowing familyhis dear wife and children-it will be
perhaps some slight consolation to know
that every member of this House reveres
his memory.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH.-The late
honorable member was a very dear friend
of mine. I knew him for many years,
and had been associated with him in
many matters. I travelled over Europe
with him, and had many opportunities of
observing his exctlllent qualities. There
was no better friend, and it would be
difficult, indeed, to find a man with a
bet·ter heart. I know him to have been
a worthy husband and a devoted father,
and I deeply feel the loss we have
sustained.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-As a
very old friend of our late esteemed
colleague, I cannot forbear from adding a
few words to the very feeling nice terms
already expressed by honorable members
in attempting to do Justice to his memory.
An of us know he was a worthy man
in every respect. I a.m sure it wou~d
be utterly useless for me to attempt. to
express my feelings on this occasi~)n. I
can only say that every word that has
fallen from the Solicitor-General and other
members in regard to his high character,
U

Hon. W.1. WinteT-Irving.

his attention to his public duties, and
the estimable .nature he possessed, I most
fully and thoroughly indorse.
The Hon .•J. H. ABBOTT.-As a colleague of the late member since he came
into this House, I feel that I should be
wanting in my duty if I did not attempt
to express the feeling prevailing in the
constituency he so long and so ably represented.
His constituents imagined
that they would have had his services for
many more years, and that with his
ripened experience he would ha vo been, if
possible, a better member than ever. His
constituents all recognised his worth, and
I need ·hardly say that I entirely agree
with what has been said by members of
this House in his praise. To the large
constituency that elected him to l;epresent
its views, his death is a yery great lo~
tndeed ..
The Hon. N. THORNLEY.-As a
close and personal friend of the late melllbel', I had opportunities of seeing him in
all the walks of life.
In his home life he
was a loving father and a loving husband;
as a friend there was none more warmhearted; as a pioneer, none more capable,
and none who so ungrudgingly devoted
himself to the development of the country
in which he lived so long. As to his
cbarity, there was no citizen who was
more generous. At all times his purse
was open to relieve distress in any
case brought under his notice that
commended itself to him as a worthy one.
In his attention to his duties here, he
at all times showed the wisdom of
long experience, and having no personal
ends to serve, he devoted himself solely
to the welfare of this community. I
join with the Solicitor-Gene.ral and other
gentlemen who have testified to the loving
regard in which he was held by the
members of this House. I am sure we
have lost in him a high-minded, courteous,
and high-principled gentleman.
1'he PRESIDENT.-As this is not a
contentious matter members of the Hoyse
will allow me to add something to what
has been said with regard to the . late
member. Those who were privileged to
know him in private know how admirable
he was in every relation of his life, as has
been acknowledged by .those who have
spoken. In the lousiness world, as has been
justly remarked, he was a pioneer, and
di~played marked ability in developing one
of the greatest interests of this country.
As a member of this House we all

Cornmonu)ealth Postal

honoured him-and this House, which
claims to be a courteous House, in debate
possessed no more courteous member than
the late honorable gentleman. He was
not a frequent speaker, but when he spoke
he always added something to the debate,
and during the whole of the many years
he sat in this House those who are concerned may be proud to remember that he
did not utter a sentiment of which he need
be ashamed, nor a word that he might
have wished to recall.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
'rhe House a9journed at five minutes to
five o'clock.
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Footscray DiAtrictFotheringham, 57.
Lennon, 9.
'Yalsh,7.
Gippsla~d North DistrictEdwards, 10.
Keogh, 19.
McDonald, 2.
Guubower District'-' Cullen, 44.
McKee, 35.
Talbot and Avoca DistrictField,44.
Mitchell, 67.

COMMONvVEALTH POSTAL AND
TELEGRAPH SERVICES.
Lieut.-Colonel REAY asked the Premier
the following qnestions : -

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, July 16, 1901.
The SPEAKER took the chair at halffour o'clock p.m.
MEMBERS SWORN.
The Honorable Robert McGregor and
the Honorable J. VV. Taverner took and
subscribed the oath required by law.

1. 'Vhether his attention has been directed
to the language of clause 16 of a Bill relating
to the Postal and Telegraphiu Services of the
Commonwealth now before the Commonwealth
Parliament. as follows :-" The principal railway official of every State shaH carry mails
on any train run upon the railways under his
control if required by the Postmaster-General
so to do, and shall provide all usual facilitie!;!
for the receipt, carriage, and delivery of all mails
that he is required to car:ry."?
2, Whether he regards this as involving any
invasion of State rights?
3. '''hether the Government is making, or
proposes to make, any systematic provision for
watching the course of federal legislation, with
a view of offering such representations as may
from time to time be desirable, so as to minimize
appeals to the proposed High Court?

'VOTING CERTIFICATES.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I asked my honorMr. J. VV. BILLSON (in the absence of able colleague the Attorney-General to
Mr. PRENDERGAS1') asked the Chief Secre- , look into the matterA referred to in the
tary if he had any objection to inform the honorable member's questi~ns, and he has
Housefurnished me with the following re1. The number of voting certificates for , plies:voting by post issued at the by-elections held
on the 18th June, 1901 ?
2. The number of votes recorded for each
candidate on the voting by post certificate
qualification?

Mr. TRENWITH.-The answers to the
honorable member's questions are as follow:1. The number of vote,s recorded by means
of postal ballot-papers at the by-elections held
on the 17th June, 1901, is 443.
2. The number of votes recorded for each
candidate at such elections by means of postal
ballot-papers is as follows :Benalla and Yarrawonga DistrictHall, 78.
Hassett, 38.
Fitzroy DistrictGrigg, 6.
Millis, 9.
McGrath, O'Connor, 15.
Henfrew, 3.

1 and 2. Clause 16 states tha.t "the principal
railway official of every State shall carry mails
on any trains run upon the railways under his
control if required by the PGstmaster-General
so to do, and shall provide all usual facilities
for the receipt, carriage, and delivery of all
mails that he is required to carry."
And under clause 17 provision is made by
the Postmaster-General to each State for the
receipt, carriage, and delivery of mails, as may
be agreed upon, and in default of agreement,
as may be fixed by arbitration.
An objection has been raised in the Senate
that this clause is ultra vi1'es as being an
encroachment on State rights, and in support of
that view it is urged that the States have been
careful to retain absolute control of the railways, except where such control is, by section
51, sub-section (32) of the Constitution Act,
expressly given to the Commonwealth with
respect to "transport for the naval and military purposes of the Commonwealth," and
further, that the exception created by this subsection is in itself a strong argument in favour
of the objection.
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The main contention urged in support of the
legality of the clause in question is based ~pon
the opinion of Chief Justice Marshall, in
MCC1tlloch Y • •Maryland, who says-" vVe
think the sound construction of. the Constitution must allow to the national Legislature that
discretion with respect to the means by which
the powers it confer~ are to be carried into
execution which will enable that body to perform the high duties assigned in a "manner
most beneficial to the people. Let the end be
legitimalie, let it be within the scope of the
Constitution, and all means which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted to that end,
which are not prohibited, but consistent with
the letter and spirit of the Constitution, are
constitu tional."
I think, after giving the matter careful consirleration, that if the question be raised by any
State, it would be held by the High Court of
Australia that clause 16 (if it be enacted) is
valid a§! being a lawful exercise of an implied
power given to the Commonwealth by the Constitution, and binding on the people of every
part of the Comlllonwealth, notwithstanding
anything in the laws of any State, pursuant to
the provisions of section 5 of the Constitution
Act. (See Cooley on Constitut'ional Limitations,
6th edition, page 78; Miller on The Con8tit1ttion
of the United States, page 142.)
3. I have arranged with Mr. Carlile, the
Parli~J.Inentary draft sman, that he will carefully peruse every Bill of the Commonwealth
Parliament, and bring under the notice of the
Government any clause which, in his opinion,
is open to objection as being an encroachment
of ~tate rights, so that sllch action may be
taken as may be deemed advisable in the
direction and with the object pointed out in
the question of the honorable member.

Mr. FINK.-Is it desirable to ask these
questions ~ rfhe proposal is not law yet.
Mr. IRVINE said he thought that
the Premier, in gi ving a reply to a q nestioll
of this sort, had initiated a precedent
which might prove very dangerous ami"
cumbrous in the fnture.
Perhaps the
Premier had not considered the matter
from this aspect, but he (Mr. Irvine)
would ask whether it was desirable that
the Government or any member of the
House, or the House itself as a whole,
should take allY responsibility whatever
]n connexion with the passage of measures
in the Commonwealth Parliament ~ If
they did that, it must be remembered
that when they failed to take notiee of
snch measures, it might be assumed that
they had in some way sanctioned the
measure, although of course they really
could not do that in the case of a measure
which contained an excess of power.
Mr. GILLIES expressed the hope that
the head of the Government would be extremely careful about giving any opinion
with reference to anything whieh was
being dOlle, or proposed" to be done, in the

Ser1Jice.

Honse of Hepresentatives or the Senate.
He (Mr. Gillies) thought it would be a
great pity if the Assembly got into the"
WeLY of expressing opinions on questions of
this kind withullt th13 most serious C011"sideration. Such a course might lead
them into a good deeLl of trouble hereafter. It was not necessary, and he was
sure it was extremely undesirable.
Mr. PEACOCK said be quite agreed
with what had fallen from the leader of
the Opposi tion, and also from the honorable member for Toorak. He also desired to point out that we .had onr representatives of the State of Victoria in both
Chambers of the Federal Parliament, and
those representati yes would naturally look
after the interests of the State of Victoria.
PUBLIC SERVICE.
LONG-SERVICE INCREl\1ENTS.

Mr. MACKINNON asked the Premiee
the following questions : 1. "What officers of the general division of
the public service are entitled to the longservice increment under section 9 of the Publie
Service Act 1900, No. 1721 ?
2. Does the provision for this in creme
apply to all such ()ffi.cers or only to those
appointed under the Public Service Act 1893,
No. 1324 ?
:3. How many, if any, of such officers will
be entitled to receive this increment?

Mr. PEACOCK.-This matter has been
uuder the attention of the Public Service
Board, and the chairman of the board
tells me that he finds it necessary to ask
for the assistance of the Cro~'n law advisers in couuexion with the point that
has been raised.
INTER-STATE COMMISSION BILL.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE asked the Premier, without notice, if he had given consideration to the provisions" of the InterState Commission Bill now before the
Federal House of Hepresentatives; and,
if so, whether he had satisfied himself that, if it should become law,
it would not be an encroachment upon
the righ ts of the State Parliaments
and injuriously affect the interests of the
States by seriously interferiug with the
inter-State shipping, the latter being the
opinion held at present by the, shipowners in the federated States? He observed that the remarks which had been
made by the leader of the Opposition and
the honorable member for Toorak in
connexion with the question put by the
honorable member for East Bourke

"Inter-State
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Boroughs (Lieut.-Colonel Reay)eaused him degree un wise if the various State Asto have some hesitation in putting this semblies in all 'attitude of suspicion di~"
question, but he considered that it was cussed the legality of Commonwealth
their duty to carefully guard against the legislation by anticipation.
Federal Government interfering with the
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-"Ve are not askrights of the State. That was the position ing for that. All we ask is that there
which he intended to t.ake up on this shan be no encroachment on our rights,
question, which was one of immense im- and we have a right to ask that.
Mr. FINK said that, of course, every
portance to the shipping interest throughout the colonies. He was told that the citizen had" a right to ask that there
Inter-State Commission Bill was to be should be no encroachment on his rights.
Sir JOHN McIN'I'YRE.-And we are the
dealt with by the Federal House of
Representatives this week, and therefore representatives of the citizens of Victoria
the matter was one of urgency.
He in this Honse.
Mr. FINK said that the gentlemen who
thonght that hC'norable members should
know that the Premier of this State had occupied the Tr~asury bench were not in
got the interests of the State at heart a position to give any authoritative or
so strongly that he would not allow binding answet' to such a queation as
t~e
Federal Parliament to interfere that which had been put by the honorwith our State rights in any way. able member for Maldon.
There was a disposition in certain quarMr. rrA"ERNER.-'Vhat is the Attorneyters to belittle the State Parliament, and General there for then ~ We can ventilate
he thought it was the duty of honorable our opinions.
Mr. FINK said that, of course, honormembers to carefully watch that there
was no encroachment on the rights of the able members in that Chamber had a right
people of Victoria or the rights of the to ventilate tfleir own views on any public
"
people of any other State. Ho was in- questions.
formed that the whole of the shipping inMr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).- Let
terests of the various States were very themrnind their OW11 business and we
seriously alarmed at the Inter-State Com- will mind oilrs.
Mr. FINK said that no doubt that was
mission Bill, as they believed it would in-\
terfere very largely with the interests of an excellelltposition to takeup, butwhat he
the eoasting trade. He therefore hoped was suggesting was that it would be most
the Premier would be in a position to un wise for the Ministry to consider any
answer his q lIestion.
questions of this kind in anticipation of
Mr. FINK observed that before the what would be done by the CommonPremier replied he wished to point out the wealth Parliament. He would therefore
very serious pOi-lition which the House urge on the Government not in any way
would fall into if the course now being to pronounce judgment upon such quesadopted was pursued.
No opinion ex- tions. He thought the Ministry should
pressed by the State Attorney-General or deprecate the asking of any questions
the State Government would have the which might assume that another Legisslightest weight in determining the " latnre was transcending its power, especially
validity of any federal law.
as in the matter now in question that
Mr. GILLIES.-Alld we have no official Legislature had not finally or definitely
information whatever on this subject.
dealt with the subject. Honorable mem-Mr. FINK said that that also was su. bel'S were aware that the very questions
Besides, proposals we~'e being continually which had been raised that day were the
put forwDrd in the Commonwealth Legis- subject of great debate, not only in the
lature as to which considerable difference community, uRt in the Federal Legislature
of opinion might exist as to their being itself.
within the powers of the Commonwealth.
Mr. PEACOCK.-"Vith regard to the
There would be a tribnnal created, very question 'asked by the honorable member
largely for the purpose of dealing with for Maldon, I think tha,t the honorable
snch questiolls. If no such tribunal was member must see that the matter is one
created, then our own COllrts had to of such importance that I could Hot be
administ.er th~ whole body of law in force expected to be able to give a reply to it
in this State, whether it was Common- off-hand. Apart from the other aspects
wealth law or State law. There could be of the matter which have been presented
no doubt that it would be in the extremest with regard to this q llestion, and also the
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question put by the honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Lieut.-Colonel
Reay). and which are entitled in themselves
to serious cOllsideration, I must candidly

confess that I have not yet had time to
read a line of the Inter-State Commission
Bill. 'rherefore I am not in a position at
present t() give the honorable member any
reply to his question.

Old-age f1ensions·.

room of the late Mr. John Anderson, and
that on the 2nd July he issued a writ for
the election of a member to serve for the
electoral district of Melbourne, in the
place of Mr. Ed ward Findley.
GOVERNOR OF VICTORIA.
LE'l'TERS PATENT AND INsTHUCTIONs.

Mr. PEACOCK presented a message
THE DEATH OF HER MAJESTY
from His Excellency the LieutenalltQUEEN VICTORIA.
Governor transmitting copies of the folMr. PEACOCK presented a message lowing documents, received from the
from the Lieutenant-Governor, intimating Secretary of State for the Coloniesthat, in accordance with the joint ad1. Letters patent constituting the office
dress presented by the Legislative Coun- of Governor of the State of Victoria and
cil
and the Legislative Assembly, its dependencies in the Commonwealth of
His Excellency had communicated by Australia.
2. Commission appointing Sir J oh11 Madden,
telegraph to the Principal
SecreC.M.G., Cltief Justice of Victoria, to be
tary of State for the Colonies, the K.
Lieutenant-Governor of the State of Victoria.
address of sympathy and conaolence with and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of
His Majesty the King, on the death of- Her Auetralia.
3. Instructions to the Governor of the
late Majesty Queen Victoria, and also submitting respectful congratulations on His . State of Victoria, in the Commonwealth of
Majesty's accession to the Throne, and Australia.
4. Dormant commission appointing the
that His Excellency had, in reply, received Chief
Justice or the senior Judge for the
the following telegraphic despatch from time being of Victoria to administer the
the Principal Secretary of State for the Go\'ernmeut of the State of Victoria in
the event of the death, incapacity, or
Colonies : .
I have laid before His Majesty your telegram
of 24th June. His Majesty the King is most
grateful for sympathy of Parliament in irreparable loss sustained by death of Her late
Majesty. He highly appreciates congratulations
on his accession, and commands that you will
cordially thank both Houses on his behalf.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS
IN REPLY.
'rhe SPEAKER reported that he had that
day waited on the Lieutenant-Governor,
and had presented to His Excellency the
address in reply to His Excellency'S
speech on the opening of Parliamen~,
adopted by the Hou&e on the 26th June,
and that His Excellency had been pleased
to make the fcllowing reply:MR.
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I thank you in the name and on behalf of
His Majesty fOl' the expression of loyalty
contained in the address which you have
presented to me. I earnestly hope that the
outcome of your labours may tend ~o promote
the permanent interests and welfare of this
State_

ISSUE OF "VRITS.
The SPEAKER informed the House
that 011 the 27th June he issued a. writ
for the election of a member to serve for the
electoral district of Melbourne East, in the

absence of the Governor
Governor (if any).

and

Lieutenant-

OLD-AGE PENSIONS.
Mr. PEACOCK, in compliance with an
order of the House (dated June 27),
presented a return relative to old-age
pensions.
LIBEL ON HIS MAJESTY 'rHE KING.
'fHE "TOCSIN" CASE.
Mr. PEACOCK presented, by command
of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, correspondence respecting the
Tocsin case.
Mr. IRVINE.-If I am in order, Mr.
Speaker, I would ask that this con:espondence be read. It was at my request that
it has been laid on the table, and I think
it is desirable that honorable members
should have an opportunity of knowing
the terms of the correspondence.
Mr. PEACOOK.-I have given orders for
copies to be circulated.
Mr. IRVINE.-They have not yet
been circulated, and as I desire to make
some observations with regard to the correspondence, I think it is well it should
be read before I do so.

Libel on His
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rl'he CLERK then read the correspondence as follows :Premier's Office, Melbourne,
3rd July, 1901.
MEMO HANDUM FOR' HIS EXCELLENCY
THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.
'Vith reference to the recent discussion in
Parliament relative to the Tocsin case, the Premier presents his duty to your Excellency, and
begs to inform your I£xcellency that Members
of Parliament are desirous of knowing the
nature of the communication which took place
with the Imperial Government on the subject;
and, as the action of your Excellency's advisers
in withholding the information may be misconstrued, Mr. Peacock asks that your Excellency
will be pleased to inform him whether there is
any objection to the cable sent by your Excellency to the Colonial-office being laid upon the
table of the House; and also that your Excellency will be pleased to ascertain from the
Right Honorable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, by cable, whether the reply received
from the Colonial-office may be similarly laid.
A. J. PEACOCK, Premier.
State Government House, Melbourne.
6th July, )901.
The Lieutenant-Governor, in reply to the
memorandum which the Honorable Mr. Peacock has sent to him, dated the 3rd July instant,
recognises the undoubted right of Parliament
to be informed of advice given by Ministers to
the Governor, and to see such advice, if reHe desires at
duced to writing by Ministers.
the sa.me time to assert (if he correctly understands the contrary to be affirmed) that the
publication to Parliament of correspondence between the Governor and the Imperial Ministers
of His Majesty rests in the discretion of the
Governor.
In the present instance the Lieutenant-Governor, having duly advised himself that no
breach of confidence would be involved in the
disclosure of the cable communications referred
to in Mr. Peacock's memorandum, is willing
that Mr. Peacock shall, if he sees fit, make
known their contents to Parliament, and for
that purpose the Lieutenant-Governor forwards
to him herewith a copy of the cable sent by the
Lieutenant-Governor to the' Honorable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and of the
cable received by him in reply thereto.
.JOHN MADDEN.
(Enclosure No. 1.)
To the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
London.
State Government House, Melbourne,
21st June, 1901.
(Secret and confidential. )
A newspaper in Melbourne of no great infiuence, but ill-disposed, has republished libel
on His Majesty the King la,tely suppressed by
Irish Government. Doubtful whether any
local authority to seize and to suppress here in
the ordinary course of law. If I, with the
advice of Ministers, cause newspc'tper to be
seized and suppressed here as an [tOt of State,
will Imperial Government adopt my act as
such, because otherwise I ha\"e lIot, I think,

1901.J

Majesty tIM ICing.

271

any authority to flo an act, not otherwise war:
ranted, as an act of State?
.
Ministers are quite willing to advise me and
to act. Reply as soon as possible.
LIEUTEN ANT-GOVERNOR.
(Enclosure No.2).
To Governor, Melbourne, Victoria.
2ist June, 190L
(Secret and confidential.)
In reply to your telegram of to-clay'S date-'
Adoption of seizure by His Majesty's Government as an act of State would not help, if no
local authority t.o seize. Defence of act of
State not available against British subject.
For this and other reasons, His Majesty's'
Government do not advise any action of the'
nature proposed.
CHAMBERLAIN..

Mr. IH.VINE.-Bnt for the fact that I
think this whole matter of the correspondence with the Secretary of State for the
Colonies has to some extent arisen from a
misapprehension on the part of the Government of their own po.w~rs in this-.
matter, and of the duties that lie on the'
Governor in executing acts uncler a system of responsible government, I should!
have felt disposed to have put some
snbstantive motion before the House that
wonld have marked with emphasis the
disapproval of this House of any such
course. being adopted as that which has
been followed by the Government. But
as matters stand, a.ll I desire to do is to,
take this opportunity of protesting ag'ainst
any steps.of a similar kind being taken in.
the futnrc. 'When the Premier stated on .
a previous occasion that he had a.d vised
the Governor to cable home to the Secretary of State for the Colonies inquiring
\vhether the Imperial Government would
treat a certain act-namely, the seizure of
the 'j'ocsin newspaper-if attempted here
as an act of State, I uuderst::>od that he'
correctly stated the effect of the cablegram_
N ow that the cftblegram to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies has been read, it
seems to put the matter in a still clearer
light. It would seem that it was not as if
His Excellency tbe Lieutenant-Governor
himself as a servant of the Crown sought
advice from the Crown in t.he exercise of
some of those pret'Ogatives or some of
those duties which be can exercise apart
from the advice of local Ministel',s, such as
a dissolution of Parliament or one or two
other matters-it was not as if the message related to any of those matters in
which undoubtedly any Governor has a
right to take on himself to seck the
assistance and ad vice of the Colonial
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departmellt or of the Imperial advisers of
t.he Crown - but this proposed act was
an ordinary executive act of the Governmellt. The proposed act was the snppression of a newspaper within Victoria.
It had nothillg to do whatever with
foreign relations. Therefore the principle
of the State sanctioning an act by making
it an act of war-because that is practically what it comes to-sanctioning an act
otherwise illegal by nUlling it an act of
State or all act of war, has no application
whatever, as was pointed out correctly by
the Secretary of State for the Colonies in
his reply, t~ the case now in question.
Some idea of that kineI I think m'llst have
been floating through the miud of the
Premier when he gave his reply ·on the
forme).· occasion to the House. But if \Ye
~vere to admit or to allow to pass without
I.protest the step which has been taken in
-this case, Ollr silence would be taken as
.;an acq uiesc.€llCe in the position that
Ministers who are responsible to this Parliameut, and resp{)nsible to this Parliament alone, have the right to ad vise the
Licutenm:}t-Governol' to seek advice from
Miuisters w!Jo have no responsibility
,(whatever to this Parliament.
~rhat
-.l3trikes absolntely at the root of respol1. sible government.. It strikes at the root
.<Of that complete liberty which was given
-to us at the initiation of responsible government-,and puts the Statein a very little
more dignified position than that of a Crown
. 'colony. Now, I desire to take the opportunity of asserting 011 behalf of Parliagiament, and on behalf of future Go\'orn'ments, that no executive
act
or
attempted executire act that is to be
performed within Victoria ought to be
performed on the advice of any pe.rson,
no matter ,vhl) he may be, who is not a
Minister re~ponsible to this Parliament.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I thillk the leader of
,the Opposition has hardly stated the case
,fairly.
Mr. TRENWITH.-He has misconceived it.
Mr. PEACOCK.--N 0 doubt it is a mis'eonception, and that is why I was particularly anxious_ that the correspondence
should be printed and circulated before
-i1ny discussion took place, because it is
very difficult for honorable members to
follow a matter of this kind unless they
-have the printed documents before them,
:and in this case they have only heard the
-correspondence reacl. I may say that 1
entirely agree with honorable members,
and so do all my colleagues, that we are
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responsible to this House alone in con
nexion with any advice that may be
sought. But my honorable friend will
understand, as having himself served as a
Minister, that there are· relations which
take place between the representative
of the CrowlI nnd Ministers which
cannot always be stated in detail.
Let me say this, alld I do not think it
will be a breach of confidellce on my part,
that His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor, who is the representative of the
King here, as the King's officer, sent for
me in connexioll with this matter. My
colleagues, the Attorney-General and the
Solicitor-General, at my request, went
into the subject, and their advice to me
,ras exactly as 1 ha \'e stated here, namely,
that there was no legal authority which
could act in the case. It was then suggested that His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor should ascertain from the Secretary of State for the Colollies whether,
there being no local authority which could
act, the Imperial Government would adopt
the action of His Majesty's Ministers here
as an act of State.
.Mr. InvINE. -That was to ascertain
whether the Imperial Government wonld
override the existing law of t.he State of
Victoria .
Mr. PEACOCK.--Thc matter wasclenrly
set out in the original telegram, in which
it was statedDoubtful whether allY local authority to seize
and to suppress here in the ordinary course of
law. If I, with the advice of Ministers, cause
newspaper to oe 'seized and suppressed here as
an act of State, will Imperial Government
adopt my act as such, because otherwise I have
not, I think, any <:.uthol'ity to do an act, not
otherwise warranted, as an act of State?

Mr. IRVINE.-On JOur advice.
Mr. PEACOCK.-No; this was sent by
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Goyernor,
and I never saw the eablegram.
Me IRVINE.-'\That the LieutenantGovernor states is tllis : The Lieutenant - Goyernor, in reply to the
memorandum which the Honorable Mr. Peacock
has sent to him, dated the ·3rd July instant,
recognises the undoubted right of Parliament
to be informed of advice given by Ministers to
the Governor, and to see such advice, if reduced
to wdting by Ministers.
He desires at the
same time to a:sert (if he correctly understands
the contrary to be affirmed) that the p~lblica
tion to Parliament of correspondence between
the Government and the Imperial Ministers of
His Majesty rests in the discretion of the
Governor. .

It is clear from that that the cable was
sent on the advice of the Ministers.
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Sir SAl\fUEr~ GII~LOT'l'.-Not at all.
"Mr. InVINE.-Then all I can say is that
t.he Premier has been very unfortunately
reported in Jlansard, because he is reported
in lIansard to have stated that he ad vi::;ed
the sending of th'3 cable in order to see
whether the J mperial Government would
treat what was otherwise unlawful as an
ar.t of State.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I said that whatever
the Crown Law officers told me was the
law 1 was prepared to" carry out, never
mind what the consequences might be.
That is what I said to His Excellency the
Lieutenullt-Governol·. I said I wa:s doubtfnl 011 that point, and that was why the
cablegram was sent.
Mr. BnmuJEy. - Is that self-government 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-If the House thinks
that I havB done anything wrong the
House, of course, can punish' me.
Mr. BnmlLEy.-vVe will do that very
shortly.
CONVENTION BILL.

:Mr. PEACOCK moved for leave to ~l
troduce n Bill for establishing a convention to cor.sider the amendment of the
Constitution of the State of Victoria and
for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
'rhe Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first time.
CONCILIA'l'ION AND AHBITRA'rION
BILL.
Mr. TRENWITH moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide fo1' the settlement of industrial disputes by means of
conciliation' and arbitration.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a fin.;t time.
LAND LA ·WS CONSOLIDATION BILL.
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The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
.
COAL MINES BILL.
Mr. BURTON movd for leave to introduce a Bill relating to coal mines.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first tirpe.
VERMIN DESTRUCTION BILL.
Mr. DUGGAN moved for leave to introduce a Bill relating to the Vermin Destruction Act.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then hrought ill, and read
a first time.
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMEN'r BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved for lcave to
in trod nce a Bill to Jurther amend the
Savings Banks Acts.
11he motion was ·agreed to.
The· Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first time.
EXPORTED PRODUCTS ACT lSD8
AMENDMEN'f BILL.
Mr. MORRISSEY morcel fur leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the E~ported
Products Act 1898.
11he motion was agreed to.
'l'he Bill was then brought in, :'Illd read
a first time.
MARRIAGE ACT FUHT HEn
AMENDM.I£NT BILL.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT moved for
leave to introdnce a Bill to further amend
tbe Marriage Act 1890 ..
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill \\'as then Lrought in, and ren,d
a first time.
EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
MI'. GURR moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Education Act

Mr. DUGGAN moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to consolidate the laws
rel:i.ting to the sale and occnpation of
Crown lands.
11he mot.ion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a fil'&t time.

OLD-AGE PENSIONS FURTHER
PHOVISION BILL.
MI'. PEACOCK moved fqr leave to
introduce a Bill to further provide for the
payment of old-age pensions.
The motion was agreed to.

MALLEE TANKS ACT 1895 FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BUR'rON moved for leave to illtroduce a Bill to further amend the Mallee
Tanks Act 1895.
'rhe motion was agreed to.

]890.
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The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
,DOOKIE AND KATAMATITE

TRAM'VA Y ACT 1.897 AMENDMENrr
BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Dookie and
Katamatite Tramway Act 1897 ..
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
MUNICIPAL ENDOvVMEN'r AND
CLASSIFICATION BILL.
Mr. MORRISSEY moved for leave to
introduce a Bill relating to municipal endowment and the classification of municipal districts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

Standing Committe'?s.

take precedence of all other business until ha.lfpast eight o'clock; after that hour business shall
be called on in the follo\ving order, viz. :On aIle Weclnesc1ayP1'ivate ]Jill BU8ine88.
1. Notices of Motion.
2. Orders of the Day.
General Business.
1. Notices of Motion.
2. Orders of the Day.
On the alternate vVednesdayGeneral Business.
1. Orders of the Day.
2. Notices of Motion.
P1'ivate Bill B'I.l,~ine8s.
1. Orders of the Day.
2. Notices of Motion.

The motion was agreed to.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING
COMMITTEES.
Mr. PEACOCK movedTha t the following mem bers form the Refr'eshmellt Rooms Committee of the Legislative Assembly during the present session, with power
to confer with the committee of the Legislative
Council :-Mr. Bennett, Mr. Brown, Mr. Kerr~
. M'r. McBride, and Mr. Gail'.

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF WORKS EXPENDITURE
VALIDATION BILL.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT llloved for
leave to introduce a Bill to authorize and He said that the names of the members of
validate certain expenditure by the Mel- the proposed committee, as they appeared
bourne and Metropolitan Board of vVorks on the notice-paper, included the name of
in connexion with the opening of the , Mr. W'ilkins; Mr. Wilkins, who was out
Parliament of the Commonwealth, and the of the State on business, had sent him a
visit of their Royal Highnesses the Duke letter stating that he had received the
and Duchesil of Corn wall nnd York.
notice'paper,and saw that he was nominated
The motion was agreed to.
for this committee. He (Mr. vVilkins)
The Bill was then brought in, and read added that as he had been a member of
a first time.
the committee for some years he thought
that it was not fair that he should
DAYS OF BUSINESS.
monopolize the position, and he asked that
Mr. PEACOCK movedhis uame be withdrawn from it. Mr. Gair
That Tuesday, 'Vednesday, and Thmsday in
had consented to act, and consequently
each week' during the present session be the
Mr. Gair's name was now substituted for
days on which this House shall meet for the
that of Mr. Wilkins.
despatch of business, and that four o'clock be
The motion was I1greed to.
the hour of meeting on each da.y ; and that no
On the motion of Mr. PEACOCK, the
fresh business, except the postponement of
business on the notice-paper, be called on after
following Standing' Committees for the
half-past ten o'clock.
session were also constituted as under:The motion was agreed to.
P ARIJIAMENT' BUILDINGS COMMITTEE
(JoINT).-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Craven, Mr.
ORDER OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS Graham, Mr. Taverner, and Mr. Trenwith.
AND PRIVATE BUSINESS.
PRINTING COMMITTEE.--Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Bromley, Mr. Craven, Mr. Downward,
Mr. PEACOCK movedMr. Dyer, Mr. Grose, Mr. Isaacs, Mr.
That on Tuesday and Thursday in each week
Kirton, Mr. Langdon, Mr. McKenzie, Mr.
during the present session Government business
Outtrim, and Mr. Sterry.
shall take precedence of all other business.
COMMl'l'TEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTs.-Mr.
The motion was agreed to.
Beazley, Mr. Fink, Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. PEACOCK mgvedMr. McKenzie, Mr. Smith, Mr. E. D.
Tha.t on V.; ednesday in each week, during
'Villiams, and Mr. H. R. WiJIiams.
the present Eession, Government business shall
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CIRCULATION OF CONVENTION
BILL.
Mr. IRVINE said he would like to
know from the Premier whether he could
give any indication as to when some of the
Bills which had been introduced and read
a first time that evening would come on
for t.heir second reading ~ He understood
that the next stage of all the Bills that
had just been read a first time was set down
formally for the following day. Honorable
members had not yet had an opportunity
of seeing any of these Bills, and he and
others were particularly desirous of seeing
the one relating to the amendment of the
Constitution. That was u measure which
honorable members should have the
fullest opportunity of pernsing before they
were called upon to proceed wikh it
further. Before the House adjourned, a
fortnight previously, he had asked the
question about this Bill in particular,
whether the Premier could see his way to
having it circulated at some reasonable
time before the House was called upon to
deal with it.
Mr. PEACOCK st.ated that it had been
his intention to make a statement on
the motion for the adjournment with regard to the course he proposed to take in
reference to the Bill in relat.ion to the
amendment of the Constitution.
This
Bill would be circulated the next day, and
he proposed to move the second reading of
it next Tuesday.
JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT moved the
second reading of this Bill. He saidrfhis is a short Bill to amend the law
in regard to actions against justices of
the peace. I may say that it is the
intention of the Government to introduce
in another place a Bill to amend the
Justices AQt, and that that Bill will
contain a "large number of amendments.
As honorable members will recollect,
the Bill now before them, and which contains only two or three clauses, was
introduced at the opening of th~ session
for the purpose of preservillg the priviJeges of the House.
Mr. IRVINE.-Portions of this Bill effect
Tery important amm:Idments.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOrrT.-The amendments are important in a sense, but the
measure is simply to make one slight
alteration, and that is in connexion with
actions against justices of the peace.
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In these actions the plaintiff is to have
the option of bringing the matter either in
the County Court or the Supreme Court.
HOl1G>rable members will see that the
Bill is merely for the purpose of making
it elective on the part of the plaintiff,
whether he should "proc~ed in the one
conrt or the other.
Mr. MURRAY.-"What is the present
law in that respect ~
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The present law is ihat the action must be brought
in the Supreme Court.. The el1~ire
effect of this Bill is that it gives an optIOn
to the plaintiff to proceed in one c?urt or
the other unless it is a case WhICh the
Judge thinks is a fit and proper one to be
tried in the Supreme Court.
Mr. EWEN CA}IERON (Po?<tlctnd).-I t
gives the public easier redress against
justices of the peace ~
Sir SAMUEL GILLOr:J.1T.-Yes.
Mr. IRVINE.-This is a ver'y small
Bill, hut I cannot say that it is, as
the Attorney-General explains, of a
very unimportant character. This alteration in clause 2 with reference to these
actions makes the alternative against the
justice of the peace. Hitherto these
actions could be brought against a justice of the peace in the Supreme Court
only, and the reason presumably why
that course was adopted was that an
action against a justice of the peace
for something done in the performance of
his duty is au action which almost always.
raises very difficult questions of law. In
such cases it was thought necessary for the
protection of the justices, when actions of
this kind were brought against. them, that
they should be dealt with in the Supreme
Court. It has been suggested to me by
the honorable member for Dundas, Mr.
Robinson, that a very satisfactory solution
bf this difficulty-a solution which it appears to me would be more satisfactory
than that proposed in the Bill-would be
to have these actions brought into the
Supreme Court, and then remitted to the
County Court under section 51 of the
County Court Act, up:m its being shown
that the plaintiff had not the means of
paying costs.
Mr. OU'I~TRIl\I.- vVould not that inmease the costs?
Mr. IRVINE.-The expense of remitting a case from the Supreme Court to
the County Court is practically nothing.
The object of the Bin is this: that you do
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not want in the first place to compel every and in which the cost to the plaintiff was
man who has an action aga.inst a justice £100 more than it ought to have been,
of the peace to incur the costs of a aDd all of this he had to payout, of his
Supreme Conrt action. On the other own pocket, because under the County
hand, however, you do no~ want to sub- Court Act he was not entitled to recover
ject every magi~trate in the performance the amonnt from the Railways Com misof his ordinary duties to the liability to be si0l1er. I think the procedure would be
shot at by actions by impecunious plain- to give the Supreme Conrt power to remit
tiffs, who think 01' pretend to think that an action to the County Court if it
some wrong has heen dOBe to them, and thought fit; and there is ample room
who have no means of meeting the costs. under section 51 of the County Court Act
'1'he course \V hich.I suggest would be to 1890 to allow of that being done. ,Vithill
place these cases on exactly the same the last few months, owing to the adopfooting as allY other actions a~ law. If tion of the llew rules, the procedure of
the defendant can show that the plaintiff the Supreme Court has been greatly
would not have the mcans of paying the simplified, with the result that a case now
costs, the case should 1e remitted to the occupies about half the time that it did forCounty Court. vVhen a new rule is being merly, and that there is probably a saving
introduced the first inquiry should be as of about 33 per cent. in the cost. There
to whether thc old rule had been suffi- is, consequently, not the same objection
cient for the purpose.
'
to a Supreme Court action on the score of
Mr. ROBINSON.-I desire to re-echo costs that there was formerly. I would
the observations of the leader of the Op- urge that we should allow these cases to
position, and to point out to the Attorney- be continued to be taken to tbe Supreme
General that he did not quite accurately Court, and that, if necessary, they should
state the effect of this Bill. rrhe Attorncy- be remitted to the County Court under
General told us that it would result in the provision I have mentioned.
Mr. FINK.-This appears to be one of
giving litigants power to bring actions in
either the Snpreme Court or the County the series of Bills for lessening the j urisCourt. As a matter of fact this Bill pro- diction of the Supreme Conrt, and I dare
vides that the plaintiff ml1l~t bring his say that, having reference to the ei10r·
action in the County Court, and that he mOllS expense and lellgth of time occupied
can only get it transferred to the Supreme by these cases under the old procedure, the
Court by an order of a Snpreme Court proposed course is wise. But, surely, if you
are going to send railway actions for comJudge.
Mr. lRYlNE.-And it does not state pensatioll and many other complioated l:I,nd
upon what ground:::; t I,u change is to be important trials from the Supreme Court
to a conrt of inferior jurisdiction, and the
made.
Mr. ROBINSON.-ltis llOt stated upon Legislature affirms that in all these
what gronnds the order tl'allsferl'iug the classes of cases the County Court is quite
hearing from Olle court to the other is to sufficient, the question naturally arises in
be made. I would point out to the Attor- cOlluexion with the important task of
ney-General that there has been a law reform, whether you want to trouble
mistaken tendency fur some years to load the Supreme Court at all under these cirup the jurisdiction of the County Court cumstances. One very important recomin every pOEsible way.
The Judges mendation of the minority report of the
of the County Court are, of conrse, upright Law Commission was that the Supreme
and honorable men, but I would poiut out Conrt procedure shonld in all cases be
tha,t they arc not from the very front rank assimilated to that of the County CourL
of the legal practitioners, and, in conse- There was considerable warrant and authoquence, have not t~at wide experience rity for that, particularly on the part of the
possessed by the Judges of the Supreme ,solicitors' branch of the professioll. If
Court. In consequen<;:c of this fact, some that were done, YOll would be forced to
of the cases which come before the C0lmty entertain the question whether you want
Courts are not dealt with in a very satis- two courts of the j'll'isdiction of the
factory mannel:. rrhe present position in County Court and the Su'preme Court, or
regard to the hearing of rail way actions whether a wholesome system of law
in the County Court is not satisfactory. reform would not be speedily inaugurated
I have had experience of a case which was hy making one court, and providing for
forced to 'be tried in the County Conrt, Judges of first instance, witha proviso for
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