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being rigidly bound by any alterations
which might be made in the standards of
the church; and to meet those objectiolls
this alteration was made, whereby they
were allowed to adhere to the standards
of the church as explained in the scheme
of union, and were not bound 'by any
alteration which might be subsequently
made. I do not think any other body
could be affected by this Bill. The parties
who asked Parliament to enter into this
great scheme of union have thoroughly
considered every possible point, and I
believe are quite unanimous 011 the
subject.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was passed through its remaining
stages.
INSOLVENCY LA VV FURTHER
AMENDMENT BlLL.
The order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill was discharged.
The House adjourned at twenty,one
minutes past one o'clock a.m. (Friday).

LEGISLATIVE
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Friday, DecernbeT 21, 1900.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentytwo miuutes to three o'olock p.m., and read
the prayer.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS
(REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS) BILL.
'fhis Bill was returned from the Legislative Assembly, with a message intimating
that they had disagreed with the amendment made by the Legislative Council.
'fhe Hon. A. 'WYNNE said that the
amendment made by the Legislative Council was in clause 2, where the age 65 was
altered to 60. He was advised that the
question of registration was one of getting
an idea as to the number of people who
wonld be likely to claim pensions from the
age of 60 and upwards. It did not bind
the Government or Parliament to grant
pensions to those who were between 60 and
~5 years of age.
It would merely give
an idea of those who would be likely to
claim. He begged to moveThat the amendment be not insisted upon.

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
that the objection which the Council had

(Registration of Clairns) Bill.

to the insertion of the age 60 still held
good. It was perfectly true that the insertion of the age of 60 in this Bill would
not constitute a legal claim, but hOl'lOrable members knew perfectly well that
all the persons between the ages of 60 and
65 who furnished the information asked
for by the Goverumellt would think they
had rights to pensions. The very same
view was taken by a leading member of
another place.
Sir HENHY CUTHBERT remarked
that he had the honour of moving the
amendment which had been disagreed
with by the Legislative Assembly. He
thought that it was a suitable amendment
to make considering that the Bill affected
another measure under which £75,000
was to be provided for paying pensions to
those over 65 years of age. In the Bill
providing for the payment of pensions
the age was fixed at 65 years. People
who were 60 years of age were invited to send in claims.
'1'he House
decided, by an overwhelming majority"
that it. was most- undesirable indeed to
hold out inducements to people over the
age of 60 to send in claims, as it might
lead them to believe that they were entitled to pensions. For these reasons, he
trusted that the House would adhere to its
decision.
The amendment was insisted on.
VOTING BY POST ACT AM.ENDMENT
BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Assembly, with a message intimating that they had disagreed with the
amendments made by the Legislative
Council.
The message was ordered to be taken
into consideration later in the day.
HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legistive Assembly.
The Hon. A; 'WYNNE movedThat the Bill be read a first time.

He said that this was a private members'
Bill, and he did not know whether it had
been arranged that any honorable member
should take charge of it. Perhaps one of
his fellow members for the vVestern Province would look after the interests of the
Bill, which was intended to enable the
shire councils to register dairies and charge
a nominal fee for doing so.
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The Hon. N.THORNLEY said that he
would be happy to take charge of the Bill.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a fil'8t time.
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of Sir
FREDERICK SARGOOD, was read a
first time.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
AUSTRALIA BILL (No.2).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly.
The Hon. A. -WYNNE said that honorable members would recollect that the
Presbyterian Church Bill was brought
under their notice on the previous evening by the President, when a question
arose as to whether it was a private Bill
or not. The opinion of the President was
that the Bill was a private Bill, and that
it could not be initiated in the Council.
Accordingly the Government had taken it
up in another place, where it had been
passed. He now begged to moveThat the standing orders relating to private
Bills be suspended for the purposes of the Pres·
byterian Church of Australia Bill (No.2).

The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. A. -WYNNE moved--That the Bill be read a first time.

'fhe motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
The Hon. A. -WYNNE moved the
second reading of the Bill. He said that all
the Presbyterian Churches in Australia had
arranged to federate, and to vest their
properties in the form provided for in
this Bill. The measure was really a
private Bill, and had been drafted, he
thought, by the ex-Solicitor-General. As
far as the Government could see, the
question was not. one of moment to the
general public, but was one for arrangement between the churches themselves.
The representatives of all branches of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia, having
met ill conference, and agreed to the
terms of this Bill, and to the agreement
set forth in the schedule for a scheme of
union, Parliament was now asked to
ratify the scheme. He had read the Bill
throngh, and, as far as he conld see, not
being a member of the Presbyterian
Church, it was reasonable and just. A
similar Eiil had been passed in New South
"Vales, but would not come into force until
Bills for the same purpose had been passed
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in all the other Australian colonies. He
thought there would be no objection to
the Bill on the part of any member.
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that he
would like to explain that since he had
been in Parliament he had always refused
to have anything to do professionally
with the preparation of any Bill that was
to come before Parliament. He had not
prepared this Bill himself, but foulld that
his partner had had something to do with
its preparation, and had charged for it.
He made this explanation in order that he
might state that it was not his intention
to speak or vote concerning the Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remainillg stages.
LAND ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
The House then went into committee
for the further consideration of this Bill.
On clause 30, which provided that the
amount of any arrears of rent payable in
respect of a mallee allotment lease at the
time (i)f selection should be divided into
equal instalments, aud added to the
licence - fees or rent payable under an
agricultural allotment licence, or licence
and lease, or perpetual lease, "during
such time as the Minister may determine,"
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
this clause provided for certain things to
be done during " such time as the
Minister may determine," whilst in clause
21, sub-section (4), there was a similar
provision, but the time there was limited
to "not exceeding fourteen years." He
would be glad to know from the Minister
in charge why the same limit was not
inserted in this clause ~
The Hon. A. WYNNE said that clause
30 dealt with licences, hut in clause 31
the question was with regard io the issue
of leases. He had no objection to putting
in the fourteen years' provision if Sir
Frederick Sargood desired it, but he
thought that on the whole it would be
better to leave the clause as it stood.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT movedThat the following new clause be inserted
after clause 33 :-The Governor in Council may, if he think
fit, extend any lease of a mallee allotment, or
any part thereof, in the mallee country or
border for a period of five years from the 1st
Deceml;er, 1903, if the lessee thereof proves to
the satisfaction of the board that before the date
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mentioned one-half of the cultivable land of
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Sir HENRY CUTHBER'r remarked
that he would support t.he new clause in
the interests of a number of settlers in the
He said that clause 33 allowed the mallee district, one of whom had spent the
extension to the 31st December, 1907, of best years of his life in endeavouring to
mallee allotment leases up to 1,600 acres, make the cultivatiolJ of mallee land
where the lessee had cleared and culti- profitable. 'Vhen that gentleman received
vated part of his land, and made other permission to cultivate portions of his
improvements thereon. His new clause land, his rental was increased from £150
applied the same principle to larger hold- to £1,100 a year, and no fewer than 200
ings. Why should not the larger hold- persons were now setr.1ed on that land.
ings have the same privilege of an exten- rrhey had suffered very severely from
sion of lease ~ Surely, if it was right to droughts during the last five years, and
allow the extension of the smaller leases, their returns had, consequently, not come
it could not be wrong to do the same with up tQ the expectation, the crop one year
regard to the larger leases. In one case yielding only 1~ bushels to the acre. The
a lessee had cultivated about 35,000 acres, extension of . lease proposed in the clause
although the average cost of clearing the would enable those 200 settlers to go in for
land and making it fit for the plough was family selection at the expiry of the ex6s. pel' acre. The large lessees had gone tended leases, because their children would
through the very same trials as the small have gro\vn up in tho meantime, and would
lessees, and were just as worthy of encour- then be eligible to select. If the proposal
agement. A member of the Hailways Stand-· was properly explained to another place,
ing Committee had stated that, in travel- he believed it would be accepted there as
ling through the mallee, he observed large sound and good policy.
areas of land held under lease in a state
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
of nature, nothillg having been done with would also unhesitatingly support the new
it; but if the leases were extended, as was clause. ·When the original Act was paseed
now proposed, a vast extent of territory the whole of the mallee was a howling
would be rolled, cleared, and cult:ivated, wilderness. rrhe object of Parliament was
to the great advantage of the State rail- to get the mallee settled, and the fact that
ways. One hundred and eleven allotment it had been achieved to a great extent was
lessees, holding 3,000,000 acres, would not largely due to one gentleman, who had
be able to get extensions of their leases thrown himself heartily into the work, and
under clause 33. If this new clause was who (enjoying the confidence of others
agreed to there would probably be 500,000 who had assisted him financially) had unacres more mallee land brought under cul- doubtedly succeeded in it to a very large
tivation, and £150,000 expended thereon, extent. Whatever Parliament eould do to
during the next three years, and if the assist him in the future he would richly
yield was only 2 bags to the acre, that deserve, as a mark of appreciation of his
would mean 1,000,000 bags, or 110,000 services to the State. Such a policy would
tons, which, at an a\'erage of 15s., would not only do justice to him, but would also
bring in £82,000 per annum. By en- benefit a large number of good tenants,
couraging the larger lessees Parliament whom he had placed on the mallee land.
would induce them to bring la.boHr-sa ving The stringent condition that half the culappliances to bear on large tracts of mallee tivable land had to be cleared and cultiland, provide a good deal of employment, vated did not apply to the smaller leases
and furnish a lot of traffic to the railways. that were to be extended under clause 33.
The clause was a safe provision. The Go1'bo Hon. E. MILLER observed that
vernor ill Council would only extend the he had always urged that mallee settlers
lease if the lesEee cultivated half of the should be encouraged by the offer of the
cultivable land.
most liberal possible t{Jrms. Every necesThe Hon. P. PHILLIPS said that, sary precaution was taken in the proposed
while he personally sympathized with the new clause, and he could not see h~w any
object of the proposed clause, he could member of either HQuse could obJect to
hold out very little hope of its being it.
carried in another place. However, he
The Hon. 'V. 1. WINTER-IRVING
would leave the matter in the hands of stated that if the mallEe land was not
the committee, and not offer anyopposi- cleared and occupied to a great extent, it
tion to the clause.
would produce an enQrmous number of
the original allotment had been cleared and
cultivated.
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rabbits, which would be a curse to the
country. Men who had put their money
and energy into the settlement of the
mallee were deserving of every encouragement.
'rhe clause was agreed to.
On clause 36, empowering the Minister
to grant a11Y applicant a licence for 1 acre
f0r the purpose of a bee farm,
Sir FREDEIUCK SARGOOD expressed
the opinion that these bee-keepers might
cause a great deal of ill-will and incollvenience, and become a perfect lluisance
to the maliee lessees in the exercise of
their right of entry to their I-acre bee
farms.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said the licen-see of a bee farm would only have the
right to go between any public road and
his I-acre holding. There was no danger
-of his becoming a lluisance to the lessee.
On clause 38, which was as follows : In section 113 of the Land Act 1898 the
words" in a thinly-populated district and not
within the boundaries of any town or town.ship" shall be and the same are hereby repealed,
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.-The Hon. A. ·WYNNE stated that if a
purchaser who was paying for land by
instalments made default, the vendor did
not always forfeit the payments already
made and void the contract, and the provision to that effect in the principal Act
seemed rather hard. It would be as well
to leave a little discretion to the Minister.
That would be nothing more than reasonable, because it should be remembered
that the purchaser had to pay interest on
the money overdue.
rfhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
it would not do to make a hard-and-fast
rule as to forfeiture, because then the forfeiturt: would operate on the failure to pay
any instalments at the time at which
they became due. Taking a 40-illstalment purchase, a man might have paid
30 instalments, and he might be a week
late in paying the 31st, when he
would forfeit his land. That would be
much harsher than any condition in any
private contract. There must be a discretionary power to in some way mitigate
suoh a penttlty as that.
On clause 53, which was as follows : -

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD asked for
an explanation of the clause '!
Sub-sections (2), (4), and(6} of section 240f the
The Hon. A. 'VYNN E stated that this Mallee Lands Act 1896 shall be and the same
provision was to put persons who held small are hereby repealed,
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
blocks of land for gardening o:c bee-keeping
within the boundaries of a town 01' town- that some explanation should be given to
. ship in a thinly-populated district on the committee as to why sub~section (2)
the same footing as others who held simi- of section 24 of the Act No. 1428 was to
lar blocks outside such boundaries. At be repealed. It provided that no portion
present the money paid in rent by those of any agricultural allotment should be
Dntside town boundaries went towards the situate within a distance of 3 miles from
purchase of the land, whereas the holder any part of the Murray River.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS observed that
of a block within a township boundary,
after paying even £1 an acre rent for there was a reserve on the Murray River,
twenty years, might have to pay £40 an and there were 81 settlers on it who had
acre for his land. It was a very propel' been put there unciler the homesteads provisions of the Land Aot.
The objeot of
provision.
On clause 46, relating to the c(mditions the repeal of this sub-section was to
.of sale of Crown land by auction,
remove the bar to selectioll.
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD observed
that there was an important alteration of Parliament had a reason for passing subthe law proposed in this clause. The section (2) of section 24 of Act No. 1428,
principal Act provided that in case a and he was not aware that the condition
person who purchased Crown land at of things had ehanged to such an extent
auction failed to pay any instalment with as to make it advisable to remove the·
.interest when due, what he had already limitation which it imposed.
f).'he Hon. S. FRASER said that the
paid was forfeited, and the contract rendered void, whereas this clau~e provided fringe of the Murray River was infinitely
that it might be forfeited" on the written more valuable than the bulk of the mallee
direction of the Minister." The objection land, as it had the advantages of navigato this alteration was that it introduced tion and irrigation.
political influence, which it was desirable
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movcdto keep out of the Lands department as
'fhat the clause be amended by the omission
.much as possible.
of "(2}."
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The amendment was agreed to.
On clause 61, which was as follows : (1) In sub section (1) of section 129 of the
Land Act 1898, as re-enacted by section 13 of
the Land Act 1900, after the word" licence"
there shall be inserted the words "or perpetual
lease_"
(2) The Governor in Council may, in the new
licence and lease, make all necessary adjustments accordingly,
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS movedThat sub-section (2) be omitted.
The amendment was agreed to_
On clause 63, which was as follows : In section 150 of the Land Act 1898 the
defini tion of the expression" farming district"
shall he and the same is hereby repealed,
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
supposed that the intention of this clause
was to strike ont the whole of the 1st
paragraph of se0tion 150 of Act No. 1602,
but that would not be the effect of it,
because if the definition only were struck
out the words "farming district or districts" would remain.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS remarked
that before any closer settlement took
place the district selected had to be
gazetted a farming district. The Government wanted to be in a position to purchase land for the purposes of closer
settlement in any part of the colony without having to take this course.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he saw no
reason why the condition that had been
imposed should be rescinded.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated that
his objection was that the clause as it
stood would not effect the purpose for
which it was intended.
The Hon_ A. WYNNE said that under
the circumstances he would not object to
the omission of the clause.
The clanse was struck out.
Discussion took place on clause 64,
which was as follows:Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in Part 3 of the Land Act 1898, it
shall be lawful for the Minister out of any lands
acquired under such part to reserve from time
to time such blocks as he thinks fit, and to permit the same to be used for the purposes of
experimental farms under such conditions as,
subject to regnlations, he thinks fit, but in
every such case, and so long as any block is so
used, there shall be payable in respect thereof
a rental of not less than £6 per cent. on
the capital value of such land, and such rent
shall be paid into "The Farm Settlements
Fund_"
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that this clause provided that the Minister
might, out of any land acquired under
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Part 3 of the Land Act 1898, reserve
blocks to be used for the purposes of experimental farms. In every case in which
a block was so nsed, there was to be payable in respect thereof a rental of not less
than £6 per cent. on the capital value.
It did not appear who was to pay the
rental, but he supposed it would be paid
by the Treasurer. The money was to go
into the Farm Settlements Fund. But it
was not stated who was to pay it. If it
was intended that the Treasurer should
pay it, it would be as well to make that
clear.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
under this clause the Government would
be selliug land at 3 per cent., and when
they got it back they would pay 6 per
cent. for it.
The Hon. A. lVYNNE remarked that
when the Government sold land under the
closer settlements scheme they charged
4 per cent. interest, and 2 per cent.
sinking fund, making 6 per cent in all.
If the Government retained any part ofthe land, they would have to pay 6 per
cent.. in the same way as the purchat:iers
until the purchase money was worked off.
If, for example. the Government took up
100 acres of the lVando Vale Estate for
the purposes of an experimental farm,
they would be debited with the 6 per cent.,
and the money would be paid to the credit
of the Farm Settlements Fund. This was
really only a matter of bookkeeping. If
the Government purchased an e:3tate of
50,000 acres, it would, perhaps, Le wise
to have an experimental farm in the
centre of it.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-The elause
does not say who is to pay the money.
The Hon. A. WYNNE said that the
money would probably be debited to the
Minister of Agriculture.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
the explanation given by the SolioitorGeneral was not quite satisfactory. A
selector would pay 6 per cent., but at the
end of a certain term of years he would
cease to pay auything. Under this clause
the 6 per cent. which the Government
would have to pay would go on for ever.
It should also be remembered that the
Governmept made 110 profit ont of these
blocks. The profit went in SOUle way to
the purohasers. It ought to be provided
that the 6 TJer cent. should be paid for
a term of 40 years.
ThG HOll. A. ·WYNNE remarked that,
under Part 3 of t.he Land Act 1898, it was
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provided that there should be a fund to
be called the Farm Settlements Fund, into
which all the selectors should pay their
money. ·When the full amount of the
purchase money and interest had been
paid, the Government wonld not go on
charging the experimental farm \'lith this
6 per cent.
On clause 66, which was as followf:l : If any person not licensed or otherwise authorized in that behalf by the board enter upon
any 01'ow.n lands and deposit thereon any dust,
mud, ashes, bricks, stones, sewerage, soil, dung,
or rubbish, he shall, on conviction thereof, be
liable to a penalty not exceeding £5, ~md for a
second offence to a penalty not exceeding £10,
and for every subsequent offence to a penalty
not exceeding £20; but no proceedings to
recover any such penalty shall be taken except
by some person authorized in that behalf by t,he
board,

The Hon. A. ·WYNNE movedThat, after the word "stones," the word
" timber" be inserted.
S~HENRYCUTHBERTs~dhewo~d

like to know why it was proposed to make
this amendment ~
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that it surely was not desirable to encourage Crown lands being encumbered
more or less with timber.
The amendment was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 68,
which was as follows:Notwithstanding anything in the Land Acts
contained, where any additional land is granted
under a conditional purchase lease to the holder
of a permit or lease under the Settlement on
Lands Act 1893, no interest shall be charged on
the purchase money of such land.

The Hon. P. PHILLIPS said that this
clause was inserted in allother place at
the instance of a private member. It
dealt principally with the Koo-wee-rup
Swamp. There were a number of fiettIers there who took up selections, and
who wanted to increl1se them under a
system of deferred payments. r:rhe effect
of the clause was that the interest would
be red uced from 4~ per cent. to 3 per
cent. 011 the lands which had been purchased conditionally.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
the payment of the interest on the purchase money of the swamp referred to was
extended, and the clause was an attempt
to get rid of the payment of it altogether.
The HOll. F. S. GRIMvVADE said that
a great deal of money had been spent upon
the swamp, and it was ridiculous that we
should sell it again and give people an
unlimited time in which to pay the
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interest. He trusted that the clause would
be struck out.
The clause was struck out.
Clause 69 (amendment of section 152
of the Land Act 1898) was also struck
out.
The Han. P. PHILLIPS movedThat the following new clauses be added to
the Bill:A. Sections 46 and 47 of the Land Act 1890
are hereby repealed.
B. Sections 91, 92, 95, and 96 of the Land
Act 1890 are hereby repealed.
O. In section 123 of the Land Act 1890, after
the word "area," there shall be inserted the
words "or to select an agricultural or grazing
allotment. "
D. In section] 24: of the Land Act 1890, after
the word "agricultural," wherever occurring,
there shall be inserted the words "or grazing."
E. Sub-section (a) of section 2 of the Mallee
Lands Act 1896 is hereby repealed.
F. Sub-section (2) of section 6 of the Mallee
Lands 1896 is hereby repealed.
G. Section 7 of the Mallee Lands Act 1896 as
amended by section 140 of the Land Act
1898, and sections 11 and 12 of the Mallee
Lands Act 1896, are hereby repealed.
H. Sub-sections (2) (3) and (9) of section 19
of the Manee Lands Act 1896 are hereby repealed.

The clauses were agreed to.
The Hon. J. HODDINOTT moved the
following new clause : Notwithstanding anything in the Land Acts
contained, where a village community and a
homestead association are contiguous, residence
within the limits of the village community lands
or within the limits of the homestead association lands, or either, by any lessee or holder of
a permit of a village community or homesteacl
section shall be deemed residence in respect of
his allotment or section within the meaning of
section 10 or section 24 of the Settlement on
Lands Act 1893, or any amendment thereof.

The clause was agreed to.
The Hall J. BELL said that when the
Bill was introduced into the Assembly it
included clauf:l8 35. which had been struck
out. This was a c'lause which comme{lded
itself to the mallee allotment and lease
holders, and they desired that it should
be reinstated. He therefore begged to
move that the following new clause be
inserted in the Bill : Notwithstanding anything in the Land
Acts contained, where the lessee of a grazing n.rea or of a mallee allotment, whether
issued before or after the commencement of
this Act, would have been entitled during his
life-time to have been credited with anyoccupation and rent of such grazing area or mallee
allotment, if he had selected such grazing area or
mallee allotment either before or after such commencement, such occupation and rent may, at
the discretion of the Miuister, be credited as
occupation and rent by and in favour of the
wife or of any son or daughter of any deceased
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lessee who makes an application to select such
grazing area. or part thereof, or such mallee allotment or part thereof, in pursuance of the pro-

visions of the Land Acts.

The clause was one which would commend
itself to honorable members. It was only
fair that if a bonct fide settler took up land
in the maBee, and carried out the residencE) clause and paid his rent, and on
account of circumstances was obliged to
sell ont to another persoll, that person
should step into his shoes. It made no
difference to the State, because the land
was occupied the whole of the time.
The HOll. P. PHILLIPS said that the
clause, as had been pointed out, was
struck out in another place. W·hilst he
personally agreed with what the honorable
member had said in connexion with it, he
was very much afraid that if the clause
were inserted in the Bill now, it would
meet with the same fate that it met with
the other night.
The clause was agreed to.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that before the Bill was reported he
desired to thank the Minister in charge of
it for the admirable way in which he had
managed it. He had been in the Honse
for a good many years, and he was bound
to say that he had never known any Minister, youngor old, who had such acommand
of the Bill as had the honorable men:.ber.
The Bill was reported with amendments,
and was afterwards recommitted for the
reconsideration of clause 18, which was
verbally amended.
1'he Bill was reported with a further
amendment, and the amendment was
adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. P. PHILLIPS, t.he Bill was then read a third time.
1'he Hon. P. PHILLIPS said he desired
to thank honorable m~mbers for the very
kind assistance they had given him in C011nexion with the passage of the Bill. He
was perfectly certain that had he not
received the consideration and assistance
he bad received from honorable members,
and especially from Sir Frederick Sargood,
he would not have been able to get the
.Bill through.
\ YARROWEE CHANNEL ·WORKS
BILL.
'fhe Hon. E. J. CROOKE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that in
October last the Public vYorks Loan Appli·cation Act was passed. ODe of the items
in that Bill provided for a sum of £25,000
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to be expended on the Yarrowee Swamp.
Of that amount '£12,500 was a grant, and
the balance was in the nature of a loan
to the town of Ballarat. This was simply
a maehinery Bill to secure the repayment
of that slim. The terms \\'ere very easy,
spreading, as they did, over a period of
40 years.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed tb~ough its
remaining stages.
SAVINGS RANKS BUSINESS BILL.
1'he Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
at. the present time the Postal department
took charge of the sayings banks, and the
object of the measure was to empower the
Victorian Government, after the Commonwealth Government had taken over
the control of the post-offices, to make
arrangements fur the department to carry
on savillgs banks as heretofore.
The motion was agreed to.
1'he Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clanse 1 (Short title),
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he was
under the impression that, last session,
Parliament passed a Bill enabling the
state Goyernment to make certain arrangements with the Federal Government.
Sir FUEDERICK SAUGooD.-That was
for the use of premises.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he
thought the measure dealt with the sel~vices
of officers.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported to the Honse without amendment.
On the motion of the Hon. W. McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a third
time and passed.
STAMPS BILL.
The HOll. VY. McCULLOCH moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
at the present time postage stamps could
be used upon receipts, but after the
Post-office was taken over by the Federal
Parliament there would have to be
different stamps for postage and revenue
purposes. Hevenue stamps would have to
be used instead of postage stamps upon
receipts after that time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a seeond time
and committed.
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power to reduce the Victorian rates, so
that there would not be any unfair competition.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES said he confessed that he did not understand the
explanation of the Bi1l which had been
Sir FREDEIUCK SAHGOOD said that made by the Minister of Defence. Until
this clause stated that all these docu- uniform duties were established, there
ments might have a duty stamp put upon would be no free-trade between the
them, and that duty stamps could be used colonies. Therefore, he did not see how
for postal purposes. It also provided that it concerned Victoria. if New South 'Vales
documents should not be considered in- lowered bel' excise duties. Victoria would
sufficiently stamped by reason only of the not conle into competit.ion with New South
fact that upon any stamp the words" stamp "Vales in any way. 'fhis was certainly a
duty" appeared. rfhe provision was to very extraordinary power to give to the
last for six months. Would not the Governor in Council. rfhe Governor in
Federation account be opened then ~ What Council might reduce the excise duties
postage stamps would be used then 7 to any amOllnt they chose without convVonld they be the state postage stamps 1 sulting Parliament. 'l'hese duties affected
That would not do.
beer, spirits, tobacco, cigars, and cigarrrhe HOll. W. McCULLOCH said that ettes. Parliament would lose all control
the Bill provided that postage stamps were over the duties on those articles.
not to be used upon receipts, or vice 've?'sc'l,
The Hon. A. ,\VYNNE.-Only until the
after the 30th, J Ulle next,; but they could Federal Tariff comes into operat.ioll.
be used up to that time.
The Hon. J. 11. DAVIES said, the
Sir HENHY CUTHBEHT stated that
Federal
Parliament bad two years in
he thought the difficulty that Sir FredeTick Sargood had raised would be met to which to bring uniform duties into operaa very great extent by clause 4. Becanse, tion. During that time the Parliament
if any person used postage stamps when of this country was to be asked to part
,duty stamps should have been used be- with its power to say what should be the
tween the 1st January and the 30th J nne, excise duties ruling in Victoria. 'Vithout
the matt.er would have to be brought some very strong reason, it appeared to
under the notice of the Comptroller of him that the Bill W:lS altogether unreaStamps, who would keep a record of all sonable.
rrhe Hon. A. WYNNE observed that at
transactions that came before him, and
who could snpply the Commonwealth with the present time the Victorian excise
duties were lower than the excise duties
the required statement.
Sir FREDERICK SAItGooD.-rfhat will do. of New South 'Vales. There was a large
The Bill, having been gone through, was trade clone between Victoria and the
·reported. to the House without amendment, other colonies, especially New South 'Vales,
in tobacco and other articles manufactured
and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. VI'. in Victoria. As soon as fedemtion took
McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a place, suppose the excise on spirits in New
South vVales was 5s. a gallon, and in Victhird t.ime and passed.
toria lOs., and the excise on 1 lb. of
tobacco 1s. in New South vVales and 2s.
EXCISE HEDUCTION BILL.
The Hon. VV. McCULLOCH moved the in t.his country, the people of New South
second reading of this Bill. He said this 'Vales might manufacture those articles
was a measure empowering the Govern- before uniform duties were imposed by the
ment, if necessary, to reduce tbe excise Federal Parliament, and might keep their
duties. At the present time, the excise stock in bond until an opportune time
duties in this country were lower than in came for flooding the Victorian market.
The Hon. J. M. DAVLEs.-We can manu·New South Wales. The New South 'Wales
Parliament had passed a simiJar Bill to facture in bond.
this, empowering the Government to
The Hon. A. vVYNNE said that that
reduce the ratea. III case the New South would not meet the difficulty. The New
.Wales Government redu0ed the excise South vVales manufacturers would be payrates below the rates in Victoria, this Bill ing 5s. a gallon on spirits, instead of lOs .
.gave the Government of this country the They would thus be able to rush the
On clause 3, which was as follows : -

Until the 30th day of J nne, 1901, no letter
<>r packet or newspaper sha,ll be deemed or
taken to be unstamped or insufficiently stamped
by reason only of the fact that on any stamp
thereon the words" stamp duty" appear,
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Victorian market, and the Victorian manufacturer would have no chance against
them. The measnre was not. one that would
be likely to be pnt into operation, but,
New South 'Vales having passed a similar
Bill, it was desirable that snch a Bill
should be passed here. He was not sure
whether South Austrillia had not done the
same. I t was a defensive measure, so
that no advantage might be taken of Victoria by any other colony. But if it were
not passed there would be the danger he
had mentioned. He freely admitted that
his fears at first were something like
those of Mr. Davies. He did not like to
give such powers to the Executive. But
this was one of those cases where a little
risk must be taken, because, of course, if the
Government attempted to do anything
that was not right Parliament, when it
met, wonld not put up with it.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he did
not see how the Bill could operate in the
way Ministers had suggested. The explanation had not made it clear to him
how the Bill would wurk.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said that he
could understand the explanation perfectly well, and there was probably some
reason for the introduction of the Bill, but
he thought it would he time enough to
introduce the measure six months hence.
There would be no change in the incidence
of excise duties for a year, and that being
so he did not see why such great power
should be giyen to this or any other
Government.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-It is only until
the Commonwealth comes into force.
The Han. J. BALFOUR said that it was
almost impossible t.hat there could be any
agreement about the Federal Tariff for a
year. He could understand the Bill, but
he hoped that the power conferred by it
v.-auld not be used.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he
agreed with the last speaker that it was
unprecedented to give to the Government
of the day power to alter the Tariff.
rfherefore he thought some restriction
should be imposed. "When the Bill got
into committee he intended to move that
clause 2 be amended so as to make it read
as follows : It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council
at any time before the imposition by the Commonwealth of uniform duties of customs, by
proclamation published in the Government
Gctzette, to reduce, until Parliament meets, the
excise duties.
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That would impose a restrictive power. If
the Government had to act, they should
be empowered to do so, but they should
bring the work they had done before Parliament, in order that Parliament might
approve or disapprove of it.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then re~d a second time,
and committed.
On clause 2, which was as follows : It shall be lawful for the Governor in Conneil
at any time before t.he imposition by the Commonwea,lth of uniform duties of customs, by
proclamation published in the Govemment
Gazette, to reduce the excise duties then payable
respectively on tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, and
spirits manufactured or beer brewed in Victoria, and upon such publication any such
duties shall be reduced accordingly.
The provisions relating to excise duties on
snch articles in any Acts or regulations shall
apply in relation to such duties as reduced in
pursuance of this Act,

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat, after the word "duties" (line 9), the
following words be inserted ;-" until Parliament meets."

He said" this amendment would give Parliament an opportunity of saying whether
it approved or disapproved of what the
Government had done. Parliament couln
then take any action it pleased.
ffhe
honorable gentleman in charge of the
Bill should have no great objection to
this amendment, because it ,yould preserve the rights of Parliament and the
Council.
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH stated
that he was astonished himself when he
first saw the Bill, but tIle explanation that
the New South Wales Parliament had
passed a similar Bill was quite sufficient.
The Bill before the Cbamber was a copy
of the New South "Wales measure. The
New South vVales excise duties were much
higher than those in Victoria.
If the
Government did anything wrong in regard
to the power conferred upon them, Parliarnent would soon call them to book
for it.
The Hon. R. REID stated that th8 Bill
seemed to give an extraordinary power to
the Governor in Council.
It allowed
them to impose duties of customs upon an
enormous scale.
frhe Hon. A. W YNNE.-They can only
reduce them by this Bill.
frhe Hon. R. REID said there were distilleries in Melbourne where vast quantities of spirits were distilled and stored.
He was familiar with the fact that the
excise duties in Victoria were different in
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their incidence to those of New South dnties to a nominal sum perhaps, and then
vVales. He also saw that the Government honorable members knew perfectly well
of New South Wales had certain powers what would happen, The Commonwealth
and privileges which would prevent the Tariff would not be a very low one in
manufacturers of Victoria from flooding respect of duties on spirits and tobacco.
their market immediately the Common- It must be a fairly stiff Tariff. Therefore,
wealth was established. But, still, he did he though t Victoria would be on safe
not think this country had e\'er had an ground in passing this Bill. Moreover, he
Act of Parliament in which a Government doubted whether it would be competent
took powers of such a wide character as for the state Parliament to interfere with
were conferred by this Bill. He agreed the Tariff' and the excise duties after the
with Sir Henry Cuthbert's amendment.
1st January next. He doubted whether'
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE remarked that they would have tho constitutional right
he had never fouud Governments very to do so, or to affect the Tariff in any way.
keen to give away revenue, and the pre- This was one of the things which was
sent Government would be 110 more taken out of the sphere of the state
anxious to give revenue away than any of Parliaments.
its predecessors.
The Bill would not
The HOll. H. REID.-rrhen there is no
have been thought of had not the Govern- need for this Bill.
ment of another colony passed a similar
The HOll. S. FRASER said that the Bill
measure. As Parliament ,vas going into was for the reduction of excise duties. If
recess, it would be a very dangerous thing New South Wales ,,,ere to reduce her
to allow any of Victoria's neighbours to excise duties very greatly the manufachave the right to reduce their excise turers there would of course work night
duties and allow their manufacturers to and day, and have an enormous stook ill
get in stocks and flood the markets of possession, which they could afford to
Victoria as soon as the Commonwealth keep on hand for two or three years.
duties come into operation. The measure Then, when the Commonwealth duties
was only asked for as a protecti \'e one, were imposed, the markets of Victoria
because another colony had passed a simi- could be flooded with those commodities.
lar Bill. Sir Henry Cuthbert suggested
The Hon. F. S. GRIM'YADE remarked
limiting the Bill to a period until Parlia- that he thought the Bill was a very imment met, but the moment Parliament pOl'tant one. '1'he Government of Victoria
met it could deal with the Government in would want all the money it could get,
any case. Another objection was that it and would not reduce the excise duties
was not wise to raise the constitutional unless compelled by competition on the
question, which the amendment might oe- part of the other colonies to do so. It
casion. Victoria did not want to take any was not at all likely that, whatever
advantage of her neighbours, but did not Government was in power, they would
intend to allow them to take advantage of reduce the dut.ies one penny if they could
her, and the Government should have help it. rl'his colony had been passing Oldpower to make provision against such an age Pensions Bills ani other measures of
occurrence.
As to the constitutional the kind, and every penny of revenue tbe
question, he never liked to argue against Government could obtain they would want..
the powers of the Legislative Council, and, Therefore, it was not at all likely that the
therefore, did not intend to do so. But duties would be reduced. Several of the
he would ask Sir Henry Cuthbert, in a excise duties in New South 'Yales were
friendly way, not to press the amendment. lower than those in Victoria, and it was
The Hon. S. FRASER remarked that if very necessary to pass this Bill to prevent
N e IV South 'Yales had passed a Bill unnecessary competition being brought
similar to this one, undoubtedly Victoria against Victorian manufacturers.
should keep in line with that colony. It
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
was the bounden duty of this colony to do the committee appeared to be unanimously
so. The tendency would be undoubtedly of opinion that the Bill would have to be
for manufactnrersof spirits and tobacco, passed, and the only question was as to
cigarettes and cigars, and such-like com- whether it \Vas wise to limit the Dower of
modities to produce an enormous quan- the Ministry of the day until Pa~liament
tity under the advantageous circumstances met. As a matter of fact, of course, Parwhich lowered duties would give to them. liament could challenge the action of the
New South Wales might lower her excise Ministry as SOOl1 as it met.
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The Hon. J. BALFouR.-But nnder this
amendment the duties would stop directly
Parliament meets.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that

Reduction. Bill.

altogether in saying that this was a Bill
the Coullcil could not amend.
The Hon. S. FRASER expressed the
opinion that it was highly desirable that·
there was a danger in that. Surely the the excise duties of the two main colonies
Ministry of the day could be trusted with should be at about the same level. They
were not so now. rfhe colony which had
the use of a power of this kind.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that if the lowest excise duty would, of course,
the Bill was made to say that the Govern- for the next six. months have a cont:;iderment of the day should be trusted with able ad vantage over the other colollies in
the power in question until Parliament th is respect, unless the colony wi t h the
met, or until after the expiration of one higher duty took power to rectify t he error.
month after Parliament met, it would
The Hon. R. REID observed that he was
mean that it would take both Houses still a little hazy as to the desirability of
of Parliament to al tel' the excise this Bill. Take the excise duty on brandy.
dnties. In that case, it would take' He thought it was 8s. in Victoria and 12s.·
both HOllses of Parliament to bring in New South \Vales. It was perfectly
back the excise duties.
It appeared to rational for New South \Vales to take
him that after the next year the state power to bring its duty down to the level
Parliament would have no power what- of the Victorian duty, so that the distilever to touch excise duties. If so, it was no leries of Victoria might not flood the
use limiting the power of the Government market of New South Wales with the
until Parliament met, because then Par- Victorian products.
Parliament could
liament would be powerless to come to the easily understand the anxiety of New
assistance of the people affected. On the South Wales not to be taken in by this'
other hand, it did not seem to him to be a colony having a very much reduced excise,
fair thing to pass a law authorizing the but was it the intention of the GovernGovernment to do something which Par- ment, in asking for these powers, to'
liament itself was not able to do. This reduce the Victorian excise to a little
was a very extraordinary thing. 'While below that of New South Wales 1 If so,
Parliamellt at present could give allother it would not be desirable.
The Hou. S. FRAsER.-It would not be
body power to reduce excise duties, it
could Hot do so itself. It seemed to him proper.
1'he Hon. R. REID said the Government,
that some people were apt to be unreasonably jealous of the step New South should only have power to make the··
'Wales was taking. It was a very proper Victorian excise equal to that of New'
thing for New South Wales to take power South vVales, but as long as Ministers
to reduce her excise duties to the level of gave a pledge that that was all the·
the Victorian duties, but it might be a Government wished to do, there conld bevery improper thing for Victoria to take llO objection to giving the Government
power to further reduce her excise duties, this power, so that they might keep things
in competition with New South 'Wales.
on a fair footing.
The Hon. \V. McCULLOCH said he·
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
the remark~ which Mr. Davies had made conld assnre the committee that the
ought to have consideration. As it stood Government had no intention to reduce·
now, it was true it would take an Act of the excise below that of New Somh 'Wales,
Parliament to nndo what the Ministry and he had not the slightest. expectation
that the New Suuth Wales Government.
were taking power to do.
rrhe Han. S. FRAsER.-They will only would reduce their excise below that of
do it in case of an emergency, and they Victoria. Still they had been advised
will be responsible for auy wrong they that the New South Wales excise might.
be reduced below that of this colony, and
do.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that hence this Bill.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that:
it might amount to this: rrhat a duty might
be imposed and Parliament would have no after that assurance from the Minister of'
control over it at all. He was inclined to Defence he begged to withdraw hig,
think it might be wise to say that the amend men t.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Government should have this power until
The Bill was reported without amendfourteen days after Parliament met. He
might say that he was against Mr. Wynne ment, and the report was adopted.
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On the motion of the HQll. 'V. McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a third
time and passed.
RAIL'VAY LOAN ACT 1900
AMENDMENT BILL.
T,he Hon. A. 'WYNNE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said the
Act which this measure amended authorized the borrowing of £500,000, and
required £10,000 a year to be paid into a
sinking fund to meet the debentures.
rrhe Bill increased the amount of the
loan to be raised to £1,000,000, and the
sum to be set apart annually to rr..eet the
deb~ntllres to £20,000 a year.
This
was one of those measures tha,t he was
not very much in love with, because it
increased the public debt. No\\', on the
30th of last month, the public debt of
Victoria amounted to £50,021,882. In
addition to that, there was a floating
deficit. of £2,394,880, making a total
liability of £52,416,762. That was quite
enough' for a culony like this, especially
when it was remembered that £9,000,000
of that amount would fall due within the
next three years, and loans would have to
be floated to meet it. It strongly supported his contention of hst session that
a certain limit should be put to the
expenditure of borrowed money on public
works. He had a return of the borrowings of the last ten years, from which it
appeared that in 1889-90 Victoria borrowed over £4,000,000; in 1890-91,
£2,600,000; in 1891-2, when tillles began
to get a little bad, the borrowing came
in 1892-3, to
down to £988,000;
£.852,000; in 1893-4, to £405,000; in
1894-5, to £214,000; in 1895-6, to
£219,000 ; and in 1896-7, to £276,000.
Then it began to creep up again.' In
1897 -8 the colony's borrowings amounted
to £462,000; in 1898-9 to £775,000; and
in 1899-1900 to £1,031,000. Last year
public works were authorized to the
am<Jllnt of £809,000. The total amount
of loan funds at the end of last month was
£665,000, and the probable expenditure
to the 30th of June next was £841,000
odd, which exhibited a shortage. Besides,
no provision had been made for the con·
struction of certain railways which Parliament had authorized; including the Bungaree, the Pitfield, and the Mildura lines.
rrhose railways would take something like
£.300,000 at the least.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-But not for a
year or two.
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The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said the estimated loan expenditure for 1900-1 was,
on Railways, £574,000; Water Supply,
£167,000; and on Public Works,
£320,000. P,trliament had already authorized the expenditure of £1,037,000
under Act 1566 as amended by Act.
1586, and under Acts 1621 and 1648,
atld under Act 1689, a further sum of
£168,000, making a total of very nearly
£1,250,000. Therefore, a balance of very
little short of £1,000,000 was required to
meet that expenditure.
Those public
works had nothing to do with rail ways
at all, consequently there must be a
shortage of £'215,000 on the 30th of June
next, even if the borrowing of £.500,000
had been sanctioned, without any provision for the railways already authorized
by Parliament. That proved the sound·
ness of the objection he took last session,
when he urged that Parliament ought not
to authorize railways and other public
works until they knew where the money
was to come from. As Parliament had
s:lnctioned the public works he had mentioned, there was no option but to provide
for the payment of those works, alld this
Loan Bill would serve to obtain sufficient
money to meet the obligations Parliament'
had imposed 011 the country. rrhat was'
the reason he had to submit this Bill,
which he did not view with anything like
gracious favour.
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he supposed it was the irony of fate that the
Solicitor-General had to move the second
reading of this Bill. 'Vhen he (Mr.
Davies) had to introduce a similar measure last session, the honorable gentleman
wen t so far as to move tha t progress be
reported.
The Hon. A. VVYNNE.-That was on the
Public vVorks Bill.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was
on a Loan Bill, and he (Mr. Davies) pointed
out at the time that the money was absolutely necessary in order to pay debts
actually contracted. Not only had the
work been authorized, but it had been
done, and the money was wanted to pay
for it; but the present Solicitor-General
was so emphatic in his opinion that the
late Government were rushing the colony
into ruin by those borrowings that he
would have preferred to leave them without the means to pay debts actually incurred rather than assist them to pass
that Loan BilL Now, he (Mr. Davies)
was not going to take such a course as
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that on the present occasion. On the contrary, he was going to vote for this Bill,
although he very much doubted whether
it was actually necessary at present, because the late Treasurer went fully into
the reqnirements of the present financial
year in framing his proposed Loan Bills.
At any rate, the late Government had no
intention of introducing another Loan
Bill during the present year. Although
certain works had been authorized by Parliament, many of them would not be finished
for years to come. VVorks authorized in
1896 had not yet been begun, and there
appeared to the late Treasurer no necessity to incnr responsibilities for payments
to a greater amount than the loans
authorized.
However, as the present
'rreasnrer said he required this money, he
(Mr. Davies) intended to vote for the Bill,
but he would suggest that honorable members who were likely to take part in any
Government should be less severe in their
criticisms when they occupied the opposition benches, and that they should not
then act in a different way from what they
would do if they were members of the
Government.
The Hon. J. A. WALLACE expressed
his regret that the Solicitor-General had
changed sides in the Council, because his
criticisms last session were perfectly justified. There was no doubt that the late
Government had been borrowing too
freely.
Honorable members would observe in the return the Solicitor· General
had read that when the borrowings were
little things were going down, and that
now they were borrowing more mt'ney
things were improving. Indeed, it was the
borrowillg of the Government and of the
Metropolitan Board of VVorks, and the
expending of that borrowed money, which
explained the apparent improvement in
the present condition of affairs. But the
country was improving in the wrong way.
It was improving because of labour being
employed by the Government and the
Metropolitan Board of Vvorks, at high
wages. He (Mr. 'Wallace) did not object to men getting high wages, bnt
he would point out that the farmers
now found that they could not get the
class of labour that they wanted, because everybody was gravitating to Melbourne, and when the old-age pensions
scheme came into force he was afraid
there would be very few people left in the
country districts. 'rhere was really too
much borrowing on the part of the colony.
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The sooner it was put a stop to the
better. He was prepared to vote against
this, 01' any other Loan Rill, to emphasize
his objectifJll to excessive borrowing.
1.'he Ron. S. VV. COOKE observed that
the objection that should be raised in the
Legislative Council was not to the borrowing of money required to meet obligatiol)s which the colony had incurred, but
to the authorizing of public works which
involved the floating of loans. And the
Solicitor-General was as great a sinner as
any member of the Council in that matter.
It was true that the honorable gentleman
entered a very strong protest against more
borrowing, but he was not aware that the
honorable gentleman voted against the
public works that necessitatEd further
loans. Mr. vVallace said he was prepared
to vote against this measure, but if he
was really in earnest in his condemnation
of the policy of borrowing let him remember in the future that if he desired things
to be carried on economically he must be
careful not to authorize works which involved the issue of fresh IlJans, if those
works could be done without. As all the
works for which this money would be required were to be extended over a number
of years there was 1'10 need for great hurry
in borrowing the money. But those who
objected to increasing the indebtedness of
the colony ought, in future, to vote ag<Linst
proposed public works which they thought
would bring the colony into too much
debt_
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then' read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1 (Short title),
The Hon. A. vVYNNE said he was perfectly consistent. vYhat he objected to
last session was the Railway Loan Application BiI1, which provided £100,000 for
grain elevators, £200,000 for the Flindersstreet station, and £25,000 for the Yarrowee Channel. That was the Bill which
he said the ConnCil ought to throw onto
Re then declared that they ought to
know where the money was to come from
before they passed measures authorizing
the construction of pu blie works, and he
said the same still.
The Government
were compelled to borrow the money provided in this Bill in order to meet engagements which Parliament had entered into,
and which he (Mr. VVynne) protested
The Government could not
against.
avoid introducing this Loan Bill to meet
obligations already incurred, and he would
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point out to those honorable members
who had twitted him with inconsisten'.}y
that he did not object to Loan Bills, but
to the undertaking of public works which
necessitated those Loan Bills.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that the Solicitor-General was a little ill
error. The honorable gentleman had refen'ed to a Rail way Loan Application Bill,
which was simply to allocate money
already raised to certain purposes. Therefore, he did not think the honorable
gentleman had quite cleared himself.
'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
the Solicitor-General had only told the
committee a portion of the facts, and not
the whole. It was quite true that the honorable gentleman opposed the Bill he
had rnentioned, but he also opposed a Bill
authorizing the Government to flq.at
Treasury-bonds in order to obtain money
to pay debts actually incurred, and it was
on the latter measure that the honorable
gentleman moved to report progress.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE observed that
on the latter occasion he said that borrowing money on Treasury-bills was a most
expensi ve way of obtaining financial
accommodation, because the Government
had to pay a commission on those shortdated bills of five years' currency, and also
on the loan which had to be raised Stl bsequently to meet the Treasury-bills. He
asserted then, and he said still, that there
could be no worse way of borrowing money
than that.
The State had to bear the
expense of commission on the floating of
the Treasury-bills, and commisRion on the
issue of stock or debentures to redeem
those hills, and that was bad financing.
Sir F.REDERICK SARGOOD said he
was sorry to have again to put the
Solicitor-General right. He (Sir Frederick
Sargood) happened to know a little about
the transaction alluded to.
The power
to issue those Treasury-bills was taken
simply as a precaution, so that if the
Treasurer found himself in a corner he
could raise money on those bills locally.
At the same time, the Government also
took power to issue debentures, and the
course pursued by the Treasurer had
tUl'l)ed out to be the safest and most
€eonomical that could have been followed.
The Hon. A. VVYNNE.~The first issue
of 'rrcasury-bills was redeemed out of the
3 per cent. stock issued by the Treasurer
here, on which also the brokers got commission, and therefore two commissions
Were paid on that borrowed money.
Second Session 1900.-[35]
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The Hon. D. MELVILLE asked what
this discussion meant, 1 Did it mean that
the Government of the colony were to
cease borrowing, and that there were to
be no more public works undertaken 1 If
so, what did the Government mean by
asking the Legislative Assem bly to refer
a number of new lines to the Railwavs
Standing Committee, and water cOl1ser;ation schemes like that of Lake Lonsdale,
involving an expenditure of £250,0001
vVhy, the public works which the Standing
Committee had been considering that day
would require the expenditure of about
£1,000,000. N ow they were told that
prosperous times had come again, and that
the revenue of the colony was increasing
by leaps and bounds, and yet the SolicitorGeneral would have them believe that the
late Treasurer was utterly wrong 'IV hen he
came to Parliament for authority to issue
a further loan. No money would be spent
on the construction of a Mildnra line for
some time to come. But what did the
Solicitor-General really mean 1 Did he
intend to tell the country that borrowing
money for public works must be stopped
because the indebtedness of Victoria
amounted to £52,000,0001
The Hon. A. VVYNNE.-I said on the
platform the very same things as I have
said here to-day_
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he would
like the Solicitor·Geneneral to telJ honorable m.embers and the country what he
really meant 1 Did he mean that the
present Government intended to stop all
further borrowing for fresh public works ~
If so, why were Bew railway proposals
and other public works remitted to the
Rail ways Standing Committee for consideration and report ~ The policy the
Solicitor-General ad vocated mnst begin
with the Government itself. The Government must show that they were in
earnest ill their determination to stop
further borrowing, or the Minister must
do as he (Mt·. Melville) did when ill office
-keep silent 011 the subject.
The Bill, baving been g(me through,
was reported without amendment, and the
report was adopted.
On the motion of the HOll. A. vVYNNE,
the Bill was then read a third time and
passed_
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
rrhe HOll. A. vVYNNE moved the sec(md
reading of this Bill. He said that when
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the original Act was passed many honorable members objected to the means
provided for raising the money on debentures. The system had been found not to
"'ork very well. The COlJ1missioners of
Savings Banks had to ballot cut part of
the debentures as they became redeemable. This Bill provided machinery for
enabling the commissioners to borrow
sums for a fixed period without the ballot
system. Clauses 3 to 8 authorized the
issue of debentl1res, and the other clauses
were merely machinery provisions.
rrhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a seaond time,
and committed.
Disoussion took place on clause 2, which
was as follows : For snb-section (4-) of section 13 of the
Savings Banks Act 1890 Amendment Act 1896,
there shall be substituted the following subsection, na.mely ;(4) The salary paid to the Inspector-General
shall not exceed £1,500 per annum, and shall
be Sll bject to the appro\'al of the Governor in
Council.

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
had al ways been and still was a firm
believer in pa,ying good salaries. If the
Government wanted first-class men, they
must pay them well. He wished, however, to point out the anomalolls position
in which this Bill would place one Government official, hecause, after all, he looked
upon the Inspector-General of the Savings
Banks as being a Government official. It
was proposed to give that officer £1,500 a
year. He did not begrudge him that
salary, but he would point out that the
Under-Treasurer was wofully underpaid
for the very important duties which he
performed, his salary amounting only to
£853, whilst he had all the responsibility
of dealing with the illcome and expenditure of the colony, which represented a
total of £14,000,000 or £15,000,000 per
annum. He knew that the work that
was thrown 0n the Inspector-General was of
a most important character, and he knew,
also, that he discharged his cl uties magnificently. The Savings Banks Commissioners were exceeding 1y fortullate ill having
as their Inspector-General socapable a man,
but., in face of the fact that the UuderTreasurer was receiving only £853 per
annum he had thought it right to call attention to this matter. He did not know
what course the committee would be disposed to pursue. As he had said, he did
not begrudge this money to the InspectorGeneral. He would very much like to
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see the salaries of the U nder.. Treasur~r
and a few other officers in the pH blie service who were occupying very responsible
positions increased.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that,
apart from the Hailways Commissioner
and the Judges, the Inspector-General of
the Savings Banks would, if this clanse
were carried, be the highest-paid officer in
the service of the State. It was well that
honorable members should know that
there was un officer of the Legislative
Council, married, and with a family of
three children, who was getting a salary
of only £200 per annum. He had been
in the service for twenty years, and in
his present position had ha.d additional
duties imposed upon him from time
While sneh anomalies existed
to time.
h~norable members would not be justified in agreeing to the payment of so
high a salary as this to the InspectorGeneral of the Savings Banks. It was a
big jump from £1,000 to £1,500 pel' annum, and he thought that the amount
might very well be reduced to £1,250.
rrhe Illspector-General would then get
a very substantial increase. He agreed
with Sir Frederick Sargood that officers
c:f ability \vho were performing responsible
duties should be well paid, but there
should be some degree of uniformity.
Persons of equal abilities, and performing equally important work, should receive
something like equal payment. 'When he
was a member of the Go\'ernment, a
number of gentlemen in the Railway
service were reoommended for promotion
and increases of pay by the Railways
Commissioner. The Government had the
whole service to deal with, and, although
they admitted that those gentlemen were
entitled to increases of salary, they could
not see their way to deal with them
separately.
The Hon. "V. McCULLOCH remarked
that the Inspector-General of Savings
Banks occupied a very important position
indeed, and the salary that it was proposed to pay to him wus not at all excessive. He could Ilame a carrying company
that paid its manager £2,000 a year. If
they had an incompetent officer in a position like that of Inspector-General, he
might lose the State thousands of pounds
a year.
Sir WILLIAM ZEAL remarked that in
connexiOll with the salaries paid to the pu.blie servants there were many anomalies.
He could corroborate the statement that
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had been made by Mr. Davies. For yeard
he, as President (jf the Legislati ve Council-and he han been supported by the
Clerk of the Parliaments-had tried to
obtain for the officer who had been referred
to an increase of salary. The same thing
had occurred in connexion with the Library.
There was an officer there who had been
twenty years in the service, and who had a
wife and three children, allel he was only
receiving £200 a year. At the instance
of the Library Committee he strongly
urged that that meritorious officer should
get an increase of salary.
The then
Premier at first met him vory fairly, but
after a time pO!:litively refused to grant an
increase, although it was snpported by one
of his own colleagues. It was ollly after
very pert.inacious efforts on their part
that they got this officer transferred from
the 5th to the 4th class, without any increase of s~tlary. Under the circumstances,
it ",as not fuir that increases should be
granted to the higher-paid officers alone.
Parliament should insist on the lo\\'erpaid officers also being fairly dealt with.
The Hon. S. FRASEH. stated that he
recognised that the Inspector-General of
Savings Banks filled a most important
position. He had to supervise the lending of enormous sums of money on the
security of land in the various parts of
the calony, and it would be the easiest
thing ill the world for him, if he were
careless, to lose the State a hundred
times as much as his salary in one year.
The public service wanted dealillg with
from top to bottorr.. As Sir ·William Zeal
had said, it was full of anomalies and injustices.
rfhe Hon. A. 'V YNNE. - vY e are trying to
cure them.
The Hon. S. F.RASER stated that he did
not think they could be cured. To secure
that result it would be necessary to place
in charge of the service one capable man.
The Reclassification Bill that had been introduced was in some respects an imperfect
and one-sided measure. If the salary of
the Inspector-General was to be raised to
£1,500 a year, he thought that the salary
of the Under-Tteasurer, who occupied an
equally important position, should also be
increased.
The Hon. A. 'V YNNE. - Move an amendment.
The Hon. S. FRASER stated that he
did not want to do that. The Government could take the responsibility of the
Bill. In his opinioll, the salary paid to the
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Inspector-General should not be more than
£1,250 a year.
The HOIl. N. THORNLEY desired to
poiut out that the It'lspectol'-Gelleral of
Savings Banks was not in the public service. He was an officer of the Savings
Banks Commissioners, and he had 110 hesitation in saying that the salary it was
proposed to pay him was not; excessive.
'Vas there any large banking institution
having a business equal to the Savings
Bank!:l which pa.id its responsible officer a
salary such as this ~ It was not fair to
compare this officer with any officer of the
public service. His position was an exceptional and a very important one. He
hoped that the committee would allow the
clause" to stand. The clause did not say
that the salary should be raised to £1,500,
but that it should not exceed that amount.
The Hon. A. vYYNN E said that he was
ad vised that the Savings Banks Commissioners were only proposing to increase the
sahtry of the Inspector-General to £1,250
per nnnum.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT observed that
the office of Inspector-General was a special
one, and required very high qualifications. It did not appear to him that there
was any analogy between his position and
that of the Under-Treasurer. He had to
deal with all ad vauces of money; to see
that the securities were sound; and to look
after the debentures that were issued. His
duties were altogether differeut from those
of the Under-Treasurer, and if they were
efficiently discharged £1,250, or even
£1,500, was not too much to pay him.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
that he did 110t intend to move auy amendment. He had !:limply called attention to
the matter ill the hope that the salaries of
some of the responsible officers in the
public service would be iucreased.
On clause 6, pro\'idicg for the amendment of section 43 of Act No. 1481, in
reference to the investment of payments,
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
he merely desired to point ont to honorable
members that, some time ago, an opinion
was given to the House by the late Attorney-General and himself with reference
to the application of moneys received for
the redemptiou of mortgage bonds. He
was glad to see that the Government,
whether agreeing with that opinion or not,
had, in this clause, acted upon it.
The Hon. A. VVYNNE. -I agree with it.
The Hon. N. THORNLEY remarked
t hat the Government werl~ paying interest
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on the moneys deposited in the Savings
Bunks at the rate of 2~ per cent. and 2
per cent., whilst for their last loan they paid
over 3 per cent. In the neighbouring
0010nies the lowest rate paid by the Savings
Banks was 3 per cent., and, under the
circnmstances, he did not think it fair that
so low a rate of interest should be paid
here.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE stated that the
Savings Banks Commissioners had more
money than they wanted.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked
that in section 36 of the Savings Banks
Act 1890 Amelldment Act 1896 there
was a provision enabling certain persons
and also trustees to invest their moneys
in Savings Bank securities. rrhat provision was subject to a condition, which was
that the investment was not forbidden, and
it was a very proper condition.
The
section also contained the words-" Unless some particular mode of investment is thereby prescribed." In nearly
every will or settlement some mode of
investment was prescribed, and it usually
included Government securities.
The
Savings Banks honds and debentures did
not come under the specific des.ignation of Government secnrities, although
they were gnaranteed by the Government,
and were secured by the whole revenue of
the colony. To all intents and purposes
they ,yere Governmellt securities.
If
trustees were authorized to invest in
Savings Banks bonds, the country
would not be confronted with the ridiculous spectacle of the commissioners offering £20,000 worth of bonds, and having
only £1,000 worth taken up by the public.
He begged to move the following new
clause : In section 36 of the Sa \' ings Banks Act 1890
Amendment Act 1896, the words "or unless
some particular mode of investment is thereby
prescribed" are hereby repealed.

The object of that was to enable trustees
to invest in these bonds unless such an
investment was specially forbidden.
The Hon. A. WYNNE remarked that
the wish of the testators should be carried
out. It was not advisable to interfere
with wills by Act of Parliament, and
certainly at so late a stage of the session an amendment of this kind should
riot be made. In England no provision
was made for investments of this kind.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
he thought the beneficiaries in a large
number of wills would have reason to
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thank Mr. Davies for proposing this
amendment.
'1'he Solicitor-General had
said that because in England no provision was made for investments of
t.his kind therefore the amendment
should 110t be made, but this form
of security did not exist when the
English Act was passed, and the provision could not therefore have been
made. A cunsiderable latitude had, how·
ever, been given to trustees to invest in
securities that were utteriy unlmown
until within the last few years. There
could be no question as to the
safety or the desirability of Savings
Bank bonds as an investment, and the
amendment should be carried, both in the
interests of the beneficiaries under any
will and of the depositors ill the Savings
Banks. It would enable the Commissioners
of the Savings Banks to get a larger
income, and, perhaps, to pay a higher rate
of interest.
The clause was agreed to.
1.'he Bill was reported to the House
with an amendment, and the amendment
was (!onsidel'ed and adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. A. WYNNE,
the Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
SCHIPTURE LESSONS REFEHENDUM

BILL.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said1.'his is a Bill to try and settle a very
difficult and troublesome qnestioll.
It is
a question which has caused a great deal
of anxiety to many persons, and it has for
many years been a cause of contention at
elections. Some time ago the Government
appointeo a Hoyal commission to report
on the subject.
It was intended that
it should consist of representatives of
the various religious bodies, but the
Homan Catholics and the J eWI:) declined
to take any part in it.
Delegates from
the other deJ..1ominations did, however, sit
on the commission.
The commission
dealt with the subject very fairly, taking a great mass of evidence, and presented to Parliament a very volnminous
report, in which it recommended that
certain Scriptll1'e lessons, hymns, and
prayers should be used in the Sta~e
schools. The object of this Bill is to
enable us to ascertain the opinion of the
country in regard to the recommendations
of the Royal commission. It may be said
that the report is one of such great
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length that. it will be impossible for the
electors to read it, and to come to an
intelligent decision upon it. It is the intention of the Government to forward
copies of the report to the free libraries
and mechanics' institutes throughout the
count.ry. Copies of the specimen lessons
are also to be sent to each elector, and
they will therefore be able to form a very
good idea of the nature of the lessons it is
proposed to introduce. The vote of the
people is to be takelil at the time of the
elections for the Federal Senate, and one of
the questions to be put to the electors is
whether they are in favour of the present
Education Act as it stands 1 I think that
by this n1eans we shall get a fair expression of opinion from the people. I InlOW
that there is a great deal to be said for
the two denominations that have not
taken any part in this matter. Still,
at the same time, I think that
this is a very fair way of ascertaining
the feeling of the majority. Of course,
this House does not like a referendum,
but it appears to be the only way in this
case of gettillg an expression of the opinion
of the electors as to whether they are in
favour of the lessolls that have been suggested by the Royal commission. The
provisions of the Bill are simple, and I do
not think it necessary to offer any further
explanation regarding it.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I should
have been glad if some other honorable
mem.bers had addressed themselves to this
subject before I rose.
I did not like
to let this question go to a vote without
any dis('tussion. I am perfectly aware that
the referendum is not a thing of which
this House approves. I have ])0 intention
whatever of going over all the arguments
that I advanced here in favour of another
referendum. On that occasion, one honorable member said that he would like to
hear me on the other side of the Honse.
I can tell that honorable member that
now, when I am on the other side of
the HOllse, I believe in every argument
I then adduced, and if it were necessary I
would repeat what I said. But there is a
difference between this and the previoLls
propos~tl.
On the former occasion we
were dealing with a Bill which had been
passed time after time by another
Chamber, and which we had time after
tinle rejected. It was, therefore, proposed
that a referendum should be taken on
the subject, but the referendum was not
to' have any legislative effect. That would
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not, in my opinion, have been in any way
a violation of the Constitution. The
object was simply to ascertain the will
of the people, and to determine whether
this Honse 01' another place had rightly
interpreted the will uf the people. This
question is in au entirely different position.
There is no issue between the two Houses.
Both Houses would like to know what
pu blic opinion is regarding this matter.
The Legislative Council has a rooted aversion to the referendum, but on a question
like this very much good can be done by
obtaining an expression of public opinion in
the only way that is open to us. It cannot be claimed that this is an attempt
to set at rest any issne existing between
the two Houses of Parliament. That
being so, what possible objection can
Lhere be to asking the people whether they
are or are not in favour of a certain thing ~
It is desirable that public opinion should
be ascertained upon this matter. I remember that, within a fortnight after I
first entered the Honse, there ,vas a debate
upon the question as to whether there
should be any Scripture instruction in
State schools. The question had been
raised some time prior to that, and it is
still unsettled. It is extremely annoying
to a person possessing an opinion upon
this question, whenever he submits him
self for election to Parliament, to lose
votes, whatever that opinion may be. If
he is in favour of it, he loses the
votes of those who are opposed to it.
and if he is opposed to it, he loses the
votes of those who are in favour of it.
This is a question which can well be
settled by the expression of the opinion of
the people. 'Vhen I spoke on the referendum question on a previous occasion, Mr.
Grim wade seemed to imagine that I had
omitted certain references from the authorities from which I quoted which were
against my contention. I can assure the
honorable member that I omitted a number which were in my favour. In one of
the books there was a sentence to the
effect that it was most desirable in the
interests of Members of Parliament that
the opinion of the public on certain questions should be obtained by a reference
to them, and with reference to this
question it is very undesirable that Meulbers of Parliament should be continually
troubled. There is no doubt that honorable members will be troubled with this
qnestion as long as it is unsettled. The
only way to set it at rest is to ascertain
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the views of the public upon it, and
when we have ascertained them, we can

either disagree or agree with them as
Of conrse, I do not expect
unanimity on the question; but I claim
that if there is a large majority of the
public in faroul' of religions instruction
in State schools, with the lirnitation of a
conscience clause, they have a right to
have effect givCll to their wishes. I know
that mallY honorable members who are
opposed to the referendnm do not approve
of Scriptural instruction in State schools.
As I have already stated, I see no way of
getting this question finally settled, and
preventing it croppillg up at every election and influencing the choice of candidates, except by means of a referendum.
'rhe Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-Personally I have the greatest possible objection to deciding public questions by
means of the referendum. At the same
time, there is a great difference bet\veen
havine- a referendum on a matter of this
kind ~nd a referendum on a constitutional
question. 'Vhilst I dislike the referendum, my desire for some sort of religious
instrnction in State schools is much
stronger than that dislike. I think the
time has come when we should ascertain
what is the desire of the public. If a
majority of the electors decide that they
do not desire religious instruction in
Statc schools I shall be sorry, but I shall
be prepared to accept the verdict. For
almost a generation religious history has
been left out of the curriculum of education, and I thiuk we have suffered very
much from the waut of some sort of simple
teaching in regard to the broad facts of
"the Christian religion. I hope the Bill
will be carried.
.
The HOll. N. LEVI.-I regret very
mnch to hear that Mr. Grimwade intends
to abandon the position he took up on a
former occasion in connexion with the
referendum. vVhat is there that necessitates a referendum ~ Is it because children are prohibited from being taught
religion in the State schools ~ Is it not a
fact that the schools are 110W thrown open
for teaching on the part of ministers of
different denominations ~ Have not those
gentlemen the ability to read Bible lessons and to teach children morality as
well? The Act, which has been in existence for 28 years, is one which was
brought into existence after a mature consideration of it by the people. Are we to
introduce religion and dogma into schools?

we choose.
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The HOll. F. S. GRIl\IWADE.-No; not
dogma.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-The Act itself
provides what shall be done. Teachers are
em powered to gi ve simply secular instructiOll. In my opinion, Mr. Gl'imwade has
displayed a great amount of weakness in
the attitude he has taken up. He is
willing to yield his opposition to the principle of the referendum in order to introdnce a system which, I consider, would
result in an absence of toleration to other
denominations in the country. I happen
to be the first 'of my particular denomination who was admitted as a Member of
Parliament of this country, and I feel
very keenly and strongly on this matter.
I klJOW that there are bad Jews and good
Jews. There are also good Protestants
and bad Protf'stants, and there are bad
members of other denominations. I am
certain, howcver, that the class of people
to whom I belollg are as good, as a
whole, as any denomination iu this country. vYe have charitable feelings, and
we instruct onr children in religion and
morality, and as a body we ought to be
treated in the same way as we were when
denominational schools were in existence.
Jewish children and Roman Catholic
children go to the various State schools of
the colony. They mix together, and receive
instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic. As a rule, they are on very friendly
terms. But what will be the result if
what is contemplated by the referendum
is undertaken ~ It was stated in another
place that the Legislative Council would
defeat the Bill by a vote of five to one.
'Vhy then should it be sent to this Chamber for the purpose of being thrown out ~
Weare elected to the Legislative Council
to express our views in regard to the different measures brought before us, and we
are supposed to be sufficiently enlightened
to deal with them. If tho Government
thillk they have the country with them,
why do they not submit a measure dealing
with religious instruction? That would
be a manly and straightforward way of
dealing with the subject. If we had a referendumof the people certain viows might be
expressed. It is anticipated that, under
federation, there will, in the course of a few
years, be an enormous increase of population, and it may be possible that a couple of
years hence another referendum will have
to be taken. I trust honorable members
will not allow the introduction of this
thin end of the wedge to destroy ~ he

Scripture Lessons

[21

DEC.,

Constitution (l)f the country. It is well
known to honorable members that, under
clause 11 of the Education Act, a certain
number of hours are set apart for the instruction of children, and after that the
schools are open for the rei igious teaching of
the children if their parents so desire it. If
we allow the Bill to pass, it will become a
dangerous weapon in destroying thc privileges of this Chamber. I hope it will be
rejected, princilDally on that ground.
Sir HENRY vVRIXON.-I am unable
to vote for the Bill, although I \\'ish to
see religious education given to our chilchen. The view I have always held is
that thcre should be a portion of the four
homa' tuition of school children set apart,
atld that different religions bodies should
have their own teachers to give instruction in religion during that time. I
recognise the great value of the work of
the commission, a,nd I have no violen t
objeclion to the referendum as a means
of information, but I do not think we
should use the referendum unless we see
our way to accept something out of it
after it has been takell. Snpposing the
referendum results in a majority in
favour of religious lessons being given,
I do not see how we can avail Olll'selves of the answer given, and maintain the present educational system. 'Ve
cannot impose religious lessons as part
of the State school teaching, and say to
religious bodics-" You must come and
teach, and if YOLl do not like it yon can
leave it." If we give a separate right. to
anyone who dissents, that will unquestionably mean a break-up of the system.
For instance, it has been stated that one
church would claim a separate right, lJllt
I maintain that many would claim it.
vVhilst I recognise the value of the collection of 1essom; which has been made, I
entirely dissent from the churches beiug
able to say to the State -" You shall
teach the children religion." . It would be
a sad departure from the high and noble
days of the Church if religious bodies
could say that to the State. I dissent
altogether from the Church saying to the
State-" Tell your civil servants, who
may be of any religion or no religion, to
teach religion to our children."
The Hon. S. FRASER.-I agree that
this is a very difficult question. vVhilst I
object to the referendum OIl general matters, I do not see any other means of
deciding a question of this character, unless
the Government do their duty and bring
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in an amending Bill to deal with it. Personally, I would very much prefer to see
that done. If the Government believe in a
Royal commission, they must believe in
amending the Act. In the schools of
New South 'Vales religion is taught
as part of the curriculum.
In my
opinion, it is not qui to the thing for
the Government to be always shunting
questions of this kind. My convictions
will compol me to vote for the Bill,
although I should like to have more
freedom in regard to some things in it.
In New South 'Vales, there is an Act
somewhat similar to ours. The Irish
National School Books are used there.
Most of the inspectors of schools who
have reported on those books speak of
them in the highest terms.
The Hon. J. A. 'Y ALLACE.- Weare aU
agreed on that, but that is not the point..
'Ve have to deal with the referendum.
'fhe Hon. S. FRASEH.-It would be far
better to introduce a short amending Bill
authorizing the nse of those books' in
Victoria. Sectic'l1 7 of the Public Instruction Act of New South vVl'l.les provides that religious teachillg shall form
part of the instruction given to scholars,
just like grammar, geography, or allY thing
else.
'rhe PHESIDENT. - 'What is the honorable member quoting from ~
The lIon. S. FRASER.-From the report
on religious instruction in New South
'Vales. It is the report of the Acting
Illspector-General of this colony (Mr.
Stewart). He saysAll teachers, irrespective of creed, are req uired to teach these Scripture lessons, and in
no case has any refusal to do so taken place,
nor has any complaint eveL' been made to the
department that the lessons have been ridiculed or made light of.
Sections 18 of the Act and 158 of the regulations allow a parent to withdraw his children
from all religious instruction by notifying his
wish, in writing, to the teacher. As a matter
of fact, such notifications arc so few that, for
stt1.tistical purposes, they may be said not to
exist. The general outcome of the instructions
is, that all pupils receive a su bst,mtial kL1owledge of Scripture history, and are made acquainted with the moral teaching contained in
the Bible. With the view of obtaining a wide
expression of opinion upon the question as to
whether the Irish National Board Scripture
lessons are advantageous in promoting the
moral and intellecttuLl education of the pupils
in public schools, a circular was, last year, addressed to all inspectors of schools under this
department, req nesting them to state their
yiews upon the matter. It. was found that
the large mn,jority of the officers expressed a
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decided opinion that the Scripture lessons are
calculated to exercise a beneficial effect upon
the pupils, both morally and intellectually.

:My view is unfavorable to any dogmatic
teaching whatever, but there can be no
objection to teaching that God is good,
and all such things. W-hile there is no
dogmatic teaching I cannot see what objection there can be to it.. There is no
more objection to carrying out that Act
in New South \Vales than there is
to the teaching of other subjects in
Victoria. I know the New South Wales
schools well.
There is a school within
gun-shot of my property, and I know
how it is carried on.
As far as the
giving of a grant is concerned, I will
be no party to doing an inj ustiee to
any section of this community, but I
will not be a party to breaking up the
Act. I have supported it for years, and
1 will continue to snpport it as long as I
remain a public man. If a separate grant
were given to my denomination, or to any
<ilenomination, the Act would be broken
up, and then the only alternative would
be to get back to the old system. That
cannot be. The people of this country will
not tolerate giving a separat8 grant to
any section of the community, and will
uphold the present Education Act, because
without it we should be very badly off
indeed. In the New South ·Wales schools
regular classes are held for purposes of
religious instruction. There is, say, a
class for grammar, a class for arithmetic,
a class for geography, and a class for religious instruction. There need not be
any distinction drawn between the children.
I do not believe in religious
distinctions. If these Scriptllre lessons
could not be given without creating
invidious distinctions, I would rather do
wit.hout them altogether. The creation
of invidious distinctions between boys in
the school-room would be very injuriolls to
the future of this country. In conclusion,
I have to say that this Bill has be~n
forced upon the Honse. It would be far
better for the Government, if they believe
in the report of the Royal commission, to
bring in a Bill to authorize the teaching
of religion in State schools. The taking
of a referendum on the subject I do not
like. I am not going to be a supporter of
referendums.
But this Bill is to be
regarded from a different stand-point
altogether.
The Hon. J. A. VVALLACE.-"\Vhat is the
difference 1
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The Hon. S. FH.ASEH..-The difference
has been explained by Mr. Davies. Instead
of referring the subject to the people, it
would have been better had the Government brought in an amending Act, and
acted straightforwardly upon the q uestion. But in recent years, whenever there
is danger to a Government upon any
question, they appointed a Royal commission to shunt it on to other people.
Now they have shunted this question by
introducing a Bill for holdillg a referendum. I do not think any good will come
out of it., and it will create ill-feeling.
Instead of doing their duty, the Govern·
ment will be more likelv to throw the
country into confusion in "this way.
The Hon. T. C. HARW·OOD.-I rise
with a great deal of reluctance, but I can
scarcely give a silent vote upon this
subject. It has given me a great deal of
concern. I am very auxious indeed to
see the results of the Royal commission's
inquiries effecting some good fruit.
I
want to see the Edncation Act amended
in that direction, and I desire that
Scripture lessons shall be given in the
schools. But I am not willing to refer
this or any other matter to a referendum,
because if this Chamber once adopts that
principle it will be impossible for us to refuse to do it again ·when we are asked to
consent to a referend Ul1l on other subjects.
'l'his instance will be thrown in our faces,
and I cannot see what answer we shall be
able to give. I therefore feel constrained,
sorry as I am, to come to the conclusion
that I must vote against the Bill. I think
this Bill has been framed in n, very injudicious manner. The object could have
been effectively achieved if the measure
had been differently framed. As I understand the Bill, if the answers to these
several questions in the schedule are given
in the affirmative, the Government of the
day will proceed by regulation to bring
the Seripture lessons into effect.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Oh, no, it is
impossible. There must be an Act of
Parliament..
The Hon. T. C. HAHWOOD.-It is not
impossible. If honorable members will
take the trouble to read the last clause
deliberately, and endeavour to put a proper construction upon it, I think they will
see that that will be the result of the referend urn. The clause says(1) The Governor in Council may make regulations for the executiol~ of all matte~s
and things arising under thIS Act not herem
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expressly provided for, and for the more fully
carrying out the ohjects and purposes of this
Act..
(2) Such regula,tions when published in the
Goven~ment Gazette shall haye the full force of
law.

·What are "the objects and purposes of
this Act " ~ They are contained in clause

2In order to ascertain whether or not the
electors of the Legislative Assembly are in
favour of or against the teaching by State
school te[l,chers as part of the ordinary school
curriculum in State schools for one half-hour in
each school day of the Scripture lessons as recommended by the said Royal commission, and
also whether such electors are in favour of or
against the use in State schools of the pmy,·rs
and services and hymns respectively suggested
hy the said commission, a general poll or referendum shall be taken pnrsuant to this Act.

The Hon. S. FRASER. - Not "this
object" but "this Act."
The Hon. T. C. HAlnVOOD.-Directly
the Government get the result of the
refer end um you \vill find that at once,
presuming that a majority vote "Yes,"
they will proceed to carry it out. rrhat is
my fear. If I were satisfied that this was
merely a scheme for asking the electors
whether they were in favour of legislation
for altering the Act I should be prepared
to vote for it. But it is a very great deal
more. The question might have been put
very clearly and di8tinctly-" Are you in
favour of the present Education Act being
altered to admit of Scripture lessons being
taught in the schools 1" Then I, for one,
would have voted for the Bill. But in the
way it is brought before us it certainly hands
over to the electors of the Legislative
Assembly the right to legislate in this
matter, which is the province of the two
Chambers to-day. That is the danger I
feel in reference to it, and I t.hink ·when
honorable members consider the point
carefully, even those who may be disposed
to take the view that it is desirable to
settle this question in some way will see
that it is much safer to reject the Bill,
and leave the Government, if they are so
disposed, to bring in another measure for
accomplishing the object in the way I
have indicated. I do not believe the
Government are sincere in their desire to
get the question settled. They simply
want to shelve it and get rid of it, and
they think this is tt good way of doing
so. Again, I take exception to question
D. I do not know what is the object of
putting it in, except to confuse the issue.
After the voter has answered the first
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three C]uestions, what is the good of asking-" Do you prefer the Education Act
as it is, free-compulsory, and secular 1"
Probably many a man who has voted
" Yes" to the first three questions will also
vote "Yes" to that. No good can come
of the referendum. rrhe proposal is obscure, unsatisfactory, and dangerons to a
degree, and I feel that to such an extent
that, much as I desire to see Scripture
lessons introduced into the State schoolfo!,
I believe it is much more dangerous to
pass the Bill as it standfo!.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-I feel
the same difficulty with regard to this Bill
as most honomble members who have
spoken, except those who are leaders on
one side or the otber. It is not a satisfactory Bill, and the Government have
acted unsatisfactorily in regard to it. The
. first idea of Governments nowadays is"Give peace in our time, 0 Lord." They
do not want anything like strife when it
will interfere with their majority and their
enjoyment of place, power, and pay. It
is either left for the Council to throw the
Bill ou.t., or to permit the questioll to be
referred to the people. rrhe Bill is supposed to provide for a referendum, and a
referendum is not tasteful to the members
of the Legislative Council, because they
recognise that the referendum attacks
their independence and position-indeed,
not theirs only, but the independence and
position of Parliament.
They have
already rejected a Referendum Bill in
regard to women's suffrage for the
same reason. I have a little Bill at the
bottom of the notice-paper-the Census
Act Amendment Bill-which is of a different character to the Bill before the
Houf:!e, and which I brought in thinking
that it was not a referendum. In dealing
with questions of this kind, afo! in dealing
with religion, one often has to split hairs.
One man will say this is a referendmo,
and another will say that it is not. Religious instruction in State schools is a
question that the churches of Victoria have
been agitating for for years. I consider
that the Education Act was a mistakeat the
time it \Vas passed. It attacked a great
many interests, and destroyed some. As
soon as it was introduced, protests came
in from one religious body after another,
ami these protests have continued to be
made. One powerful religions hody has
said that it will have nothing whatever to do with State school education. Ever since the Act came into force
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there has been unrest. The people are be pulled down so can the other, and if
finding that free education is not what the ed ucation system of Victoria is such
they expect.ed it was going to be. Or- a poor weak thing that the introduction of
ganizations have becn formed, with a a few lessons from the Scriptures willdestroy
view of having religious education it, there must be something very rotten
re-introduced into the schools.
This indeed ill its constitntion, and it certainly
Bill is the outcome of a comm.issiull ought to be replaced by a better system.
appointed by the Government, and hOlI- I do not fear any danger to the education
orable members are asked to vote in system of the colony through the irltrofavour of it. It is a cruel position to duction of Scripture lessons into the State
put some honorable members in. Per- schools. Nor do I share the fears of those
sonally, a~ a membp,r of the Church of honorable members who object to the
England, I do not like the lessons and referendllJll.1 on ordinary subjects. I draw
the hymns suggested by t.he commission. a distinction between a referendum on a
I consider that they sacrifice a great deal. political subject, which the two Houses
But, on the other hand, I want religion to have fought over, and come to a dead-lock
be taught in the State schools, and honor- upon, and a referendum on a question
able members should recollect t!lat if they altogether apart from political life, and
cannot get all they want they must take entirely outside of politics. I do not
what they can get.. Rathel' than have no believe in a referendum on a question
religion in the State schools, if we can . that has brought the two Houses of Parhave a frame-work of religioll I will accept liament at logger-heads. I thiuk t.he two
it. It should be, as far as possible, un- Houses should find a proper constitutional
dogmatic, though there is no religioll that way out of all their difficulties, but what
is not dr,)gmatic. The very word means is there to prevent men of common sense
dogmatic. vVo should, at all events, have decidiug extra-political questions amollgst
something which will help the Sunday themselves 1 A referendum on this quesschool teacher, and intrCDduce religion into tion would simply be consulting the electhe home through the s~hool. If that is tors as to their views on the su hject, and
attained, something will have been done. I would not object to that. The question
The divorce between religion and the St.ate has been raised as to whether the Govern30 years ago has had a very unfortunate ment can carry this measure into law by
effect upon the State in Victoria, and means of regulations. vVell, Parliament
honorable members should endeavour to passed the Factories Act, and when that
undo that. Although I entirely object to measure was before the Conncil, honorthe Bill, and to the manner in which the able members trien to safegua,rd the
Government have brJl1ght it in, I feel it interests of the country in every possible
to be my duty to vote for it, because I way. Personally, I fought the battle of
consider that it may be the thin end of the country on that Bill right down to the
the wedge which will re-introduce religion last trench; but only this very day the
into the State schools,and will be a bene- Governor in Council, by regulation, has
fit to the young people of Victoria. It brought ODe of the shires in my province
has been said that the introduction of these under the Factories Act, in Bpite of the
Scripture lessons into the State schools protest of the people of that shire. Theremay'lead to a break-up of the education fore, we never know what a Government
system. ·Well, if the system has been may do when the Executive is empowered
tried for 30 years, and has not proved a to rnake regulations. However, taking
good one, why not break it up and adopt what I can get, rather than what I would
a better 1 The radicals did not hesitate like to have, I propose to vote fOl' the
to break up other systems that had second reading of this Bill.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-This is the
stood the test of generations, and, because
the present system of public instruction revival of a very old question. The
in Victoria has been introd uced by them, Legislative Council has never been afraid
is it any more sacred on that account? to stand up for what. is right, but Govern'1'he radicals seem to set up the edncation ment after Government have sent up measystem of the colony as an idol, on which sures that this House is expected to throw
out. This Bill is a case in point. It has
110 man must lay sacrilegious hands, but
they had no hesitation in pulling down been said that there is a majority of five
systems which our forefathers established toone in the eolonyagainst any interference
long ago. If the one class of system can with the Education Act. It redounals to
Hon. W. H. EmblilllJ.
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the credit of the pioneers of Victoria that,
despite all the fervour of religions enthusiasm which they inherited from their
forefathers, they saved their progeny from
the religious quarrels of the old world by
making the education system of this country free, secular, and compulsory. There
is 110 other way of keeping the land free
from the religious fights of the mother
country but that of excluding religious instruction hom the State schools, and I trust
that Victoria will continno frec from sneh
conflicts for all time to come. 'With all
its fuults, the present education system
has been an crninent Sllccess. Parliament
should steadfastly refuse to light, in this
free fair land, fires of religious bigotry,
such as flamed forth in England, Ireland,
and Scotland from the sixteenth century
omrard. The men who are seeking to introd lice Scripture lessons into the State
schools are trying to insert the thin end
of [1, wedge which, when driven home,
will rend the education system asunder,
and wreck it altogether. If tho Governlllent think that religious instruction
should be given in the State schools, let
them bring in a Rill to that eifect. The
advocates of this measure are in hopes
that the electors will declare ill favolll' of
religious instl'llction in State schools, ::'0
that they may be able to say to Pm'liament-" That is the voice of the people;
dare you disobey it ~" I sincerely hope that
the Housc will not tie its bands by passing this Bill.
The Hon. J. A. ·WALLACJ~~.-If Parliament agrees to the taking of a referendum on the question of introducing Scripture lessons into the State schools of the
colony, honorable members will be asked
before long to authorize the takillg of a
referendum on such qnestions as women's
suffrage and payment of members.
It
will be a bad thing to agree to this proposal on that grollnd alone. There is
nothing to be gained by passing the Bill.
If the Governnlt'nt think that religious
instruction should be given in the State
schools, why do they not bring in a Bill
to that effect ~ If they did so I would have
no hesitation as to how I would vote on
the measure.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-Honorable members who have watched the recent elections of the Legislative Assembly
must be convinced that a very large
majorit.y of the members of another place
are pledged not to interfere with the pre~ent Education Aot.
Th<bse honorable
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members will, of course, be true to their
pledges, and as pnblic opinion cannot
have chailgcd on this important question
in the few weeks that have elapsed since
the gener<ll election, honorable members
have a right to conclude that, even if they
pass this Bill illtO law, and tho proposed referendum is taken, the answer of
the people will be an emphatic " No."
That being so, the Council will be justified
in rejecting this Bill. It would bo a waste
of time and money to take a referelldumon
the subject. rrbe desire of recent Governments seems to be to relegate to some other
body any question that is likely to put
them in a tight comer. Under co\'er of
this referend 1111l the present .M inistry
want to escape from a difficult position.
They are anxious to have this referendum
taken, and they have baited the book
,-ery clevcrly. They haye said amongst
themselvcs-" Let us put a little flavour
of religion on it., and obliqui.ty of vision
'vi.11 be the consequence." "Mr. Fraser,
who on the other question oPIDosed this
referendum principle to the death, tells
us that on this occasion he will vote fot· it.
There is evidently :1 little soupfon of something he likes in this proposal, for, with
all its drawbacks, he is ready to take
a referendum on this question.
Dr.
Emblillg likewise ha.s a little chicken he
is sitting on, and wants to hatch into life,
a lld ill order to bri ng it in to ex.istence he,
too, will swallow this referendum. Mr.
Davies and other honorable members have
saic1-" 'Ye can understand objections to
the referendum when it touehes a disputed q llestion such as women's sllffrage,
over which the two Houses have been
struggling in mortal combat, but this is
a question which the Council has nevel'
tOllched, and which does not, involve anything in the way of political considerations." I say, with all the emphasis in
my power, that this proposal is one which
tonches the eOllsciences of a minority of
the people, and I am cor.lfident that the
verdict of the country will iJe an nnmis··
takable "No." But if the majority of
the people of Victoria were of a different
opinion on this question of religious
instl'llction in State schools, would llOt
the Jews and Roman Catholics, who
together comprise 25 per cent. of the
population, be j nstified ill turning round
on them, and asking - "'Vhere is the
liberty of conscience you are so boastful
of; where is the respect for conscientious
scrupleB and religious principles you are
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so proud to claim, when, notwithstanding
all your prating about freedom of conscience, you are ready to hand us over to the"
tender mercies of three times onr number
to be gobbled up, and have our consciences
trampled on in a most ruthless fashion ~ "
'rhe HOll. R. HEID.-There is a conscience clanse in the Bill, recollect.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-Yes;
but that conscience clause belongs to the
same category as those articles of commerce that are put in shop windows to
indicate what may be purchased inside,
and that are never damaged by the sunlight, because they are simply shams. Of
what value would that conscience clause
be 1 What child, who was taught in
school side by side with other children,
and who played with them in the school
play-ground, would subject himself to the
jeers of his companions when he was told
that he must go outside while religious
instruction was given to them 1 I speak
as a humble member of a religious body
that is greatly interested in this q llestion,
and that can take a stand which no other
Christian church occupies in this colony-a
religious body which has maintaiued its own
schools for 30 years at an enormous sacrifice of money, drawn from the pockets ofthe
people who are least able to pay it, and who
have given the best evidence of the sincerit.y of their religious convictions by
the largeness of their contributions for
conscience' sake. And yet we are now
virtually told that the consciences of those
people are to be so lightly regarded that
we can have a referendum on this question.
'rhey say-" Of course we will give you a
conscience clause," and in saying it
they stick their tongue in their cheek.
One of the ablest and fairest of English
churchmen, whose acqnaintance I had the
honour of many years ago-I allude to
Archbishop "Whately-whose life and letters have been recently published by his
daughter, in a letter to her concerning
these very Scripture lessons now recommended by the union of the ch urches here,
based on that book which Mr. Fraser
regards as containing the embodiment of
all that is necessary to Christianize the
country, distinctly stated that those Scripture lessons were undermining the faith of
the Catholic pe:.lple of Ireland, and that
he dared not work any harder in that
direction because he was afraid of outraging public opinion and leading to a reaction, and he sttid that if he was attacked
he would have his best arLll tied up.
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That was his opinion of these harmless
Scripture lessons and readings. Everybody
knows ,yhat the Catholic Church teaches.
The head of that church here" has spoken
out and told us. That church has stood
for hundreds of years, and it demands
thai any interpretation and explanation
of the Holy Scriptures given to its children shall be given by Catholic teachers,
under the purview and authority of the
church. Now, these Scripture lessons not
only violate that principle, but gi \'e 110
security V( hatever as to the belief, the
unbelief, the Christianity, or the paganism
of the teacher who will impar~ this religions instruc:tion to the children in the
State schools. 'l'hut teacher may destroy
the whole effect of this religious instruction.
He has to draw the line between
moral and doctrinal points, and may introd lice his own conclusions, and yet we
are asked to hand over Ollr children to
him for religious instruction.
"What a
humiliating spectacle! We have here a
Church whose divine mission it is to teach
Christianity-the gniding principle for the
youth of this country j and the children
of Christian parents must be taught
Christianity if they are to be anything
better than pagans and infidels.
But we
are asked to let them get religious teaching
from the series of lessons the recent commission prepared. What do those lessons
teach of Christianity ~ Practically nothing.
Tho Hon. S. FUAsEu.-They teach a
good deal.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-I hope
that one of the deductions my honorable
friend will draw from th<::m is that it is his
duty to be fair to others who differ frorn
him in religion. Let the honorable member adopt that as his guiding st.ar.
vVe
are practically told that the churches have
to abdicate their functiolls j that we are
no longer to rely on them or tho parellts
of the children to teach the verities of the
Christian religion to the rising generation
of this fairland, but that we are to call
in the assistance of the lay teachers of our
State schools to take up that most important work-a work for which those
teachers aro admittedly untrained and
unfitted. If Christianity is to be a living
thing to O"\.lt" children, do not let us hold
before them a sin1lllacrum, a mere pretence of Christianity, but let us teach
them what Divine revelation shows are
the truths on which Christianit.y rests.
If you are going to have religion taught
ill your State schools, let it be real religion,
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and not a mockery, a delusion, and a
snare.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Even though
one tries to be as quiet and calm as possible in approaching the discussion of this
question, it is rather difficult for one to
follow a speeoh like that we have just
heard from Mr. FitzGerald, because he
has allowed himself to go a great deal
bc:yond the subject of this Bill, and indulge in much oratorical excitement. In
the course of the debate several points
have been raised, which I ,,'ould like to
clear away before referring specially to
what Mr. FitzGerald has ~aid. Mr. Levi
bas told us som6thing about what the present system of education was intended to
be when it was inaugurated.
He very
strongly insi~ts. that it was intended to
be a secular system, and says that if we
introduce Scripture lessons into the State
schools, we shall violate the Education Act;
indeed, he even went so far as to say we
should destroy the Constitution.
Now,
in 1872, when the Education Act was
passed, the Government of the day were
asked to modify the word secular, so as to
make it clear that they did not mean to
keep all religion out of the State schools.
Their answer is to be found in IIansard.
'rhey told Parliament and the country:
" 'Ve have in our State schools the Irish
National School Books, which are filled
wlth Scripture history and religious
teaching, so that you need not be in the
least afraid that the word 'secular' will
mean the keeping of all religion out of the
State schools." I am not quoting the
words, but that was the substance of Mr.
Langton's speech, alld it completely
answers what Mr. Levi said about our
present system of education being intended to be a secular system with 110
l'eligion in it at all.
The Hon. N. LEvI.-The Education Act
speaks for itself.
'1'he Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Some other
word would have been substituted for the
\Yord "secular" but for that Ministerial
-assurance that "secular" should not be
used in its extreme sense, but rather in
the sense of meaning unsectarian and undenominational.
The Hon. N. FITzGERALD.-But Mr.
R.amsay altered that.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-As a matter
of fact, those Irish National School Books
continued in use in Ollr State schools for
years, and in some of the schools the Iri~h
National Scri pture extracts were used.
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But by a Ministerial act, without the
authority of Parliament, those books were
withdrawn, and other books were brought
into the State schools with just a little
touch of religion here and there. And so
they would have remained, but for the
unanimolls resolution of another place,
passed at the instance of Sir Bryan
O'Loghlell, to the effect that the words
Mr. Hamsay had struck out of the school
books should be reinstated. By degrees
a change has come over the Education
department, and the Act has not been
admillistered in such a purely secular spirit
for a good many years as it was at first.
Still, all the Protestant denominations,
with thd exception of the Congregational
Church, have felt that proper moral and
religions instruction has not been given
to the children attending the State
schools, and that the Education Act was
administered in too secular a way, even
after the change consequent on Sir Bryan
O'Loghlen's resolution was carried out,
and they fought hard to get an amendment of the Act. In New South ·Wales,
ever ~ince Sir Henry Parkes passed the
Education Act, they have had in their
State schools exactly what we want to
ha.ve in our State schools now. '1'he books
proposed here are not, by any means, the
books Archbishop ·Whately spoke of. The
commission have prepared something
separate and differen~.
The Hon. N. FI'I.'zGERALD. - I was
alludillg to the books Mr. Fraser referred
to.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-That is a different nuttter. In New South ,Vales there
is not the slightest difficulty. No teacher,
as far as I have heard, has objected to give
these lessons, and there are plenty of Roman Catholic teachers in the State schools.
Scripture instruction is part of the regular
curriclll um, and is given twice, or at least
Ollce, a week. A good deal has been said
by two or three speakers in disparagement
of the Government for having brought in
this Bill. Now, I do not think anyone will
accuse me of being very desil'ous to support
the present Government, inasmuch as the
present Government displaced one of which
I was a member. But I will say that the
Government is only doing that which the
Assembly asked it to do. 'Vo must go
back to learn how this ma.ttel' origina.ted.
The Legislative Assembly, by a large vote,
carried a resolution that there should be a
commission appointed of the heads of the
churches to prepare a series of Scripture
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lessons to be used in the State schools
and that then a referendum should be
taken as to whether the people wanted
that system of lessons or no~, After that
the late Goverllment, carrying out the
resolution of the Assembly, appointed a
commission of the heads of the churches.
It is well known that the heads of two
churches did no~ choose to join that commission. One of them refused from the
first, and the other withdrew shortly after
the corrlmission was appointed. Those
who remained represented a very varied
opillion on theological matters, but a
unanimous report was drawn up, containing a series of admirable lessons which the
commission recommended should be used
in State sch001s, and on which a referendum should be taken.
The McLean
Government having got this report felt it
to be their duty, followillg up the resolution of the Assembly, to put the question
to the people, and a Bill was prepared for
that purpose.
'rhat Government went
out of office, and it then fell to the duty
of the present Government to carry out
simply that which the Legislative
Assembly had instructed them to do.
Under these circumstances I think it
is unfair to cast any blame on the
present Government for introducing this
Bill. But I will,go even further; because
I say the question went to the electors at
the last general election as to \vhether
they would have this referendum or not.
Mr. FitzGerald told us that what went to
the country was the question of the present Education Act and keeping it in its
entirety, and he stated that an Assembly
had been ret.urned strongly-I do not
lmow by what majority-in favour of
adhering to the present Act.
rrhe Hon. N. FITzGERALD.-There were
65 returned absolutely pledged not to
interfere \"ith the Act.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-My answer
to the hOllorable member is that the present Assembly was pledged by a very large
majority to this referendum.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-The present
Assembly 1
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Yes, t.he preEent Assembly; and that is why they
carried the referendum and carried this
Bill. Does Sir Frederick Sargood not
know that this was one of the questions
put to candidates in every electorate?
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-I do not.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-I am stating
a fact.
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Sir FREDERICK SAHGOOD,-I doubt it.
'l'he Ron. J. BALFOUR-I suppose
that Sir Frederick Sargood would, if the
Temper,ll1ce Alliance told him that ali
every election meeting they put a question
about temperance, admit that that was
true, even although he was not at the
meeting. In the same way, ill every electorate a question was put in some form,
through the Scripture Education League,
as to whether the candidate was in favour
of a referendum on the Scripture lessons
approved of by the commission. The
result \\'as that, before the HOllse met, the
Scripture Education League could tell,
how many members had pledged themselves to a referendum on this subject,
and how many had not. If Sir Fredcrick
Sat·good looks at the Age he will see a
communication from the secretary giving
the number of members who were pledged
to vote for t his referendum.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-What is in a llewspaper is not al ways correct.
The Hon. J. BALFOUH..-\Vhen a responsible mall, acting as secretary to a
league, puts his name to a communication
stating certain facts, it is for the honorable
member to show that the figures are not
correct. '1'he correctness of the secretary's
statement was shown by the fact that \Ye
had a big majority in the other House
,·oting in accordance with their pledges.
Conseqnently, I say that the Mini~try,
who have been blamed for briilging in
this Bill, were only doing what they had
pledged thcmsel yes to do, and \\' ha.t the
majority of the members of the present
Asserilbly had pledged themselves to their
constituents to do as soon as the House
met. Mr. Harwood, to whose judgment>
not only as a man, but as a. lawyer, I
defer very much, has expressed an opinion
as to the meaning of certain words in this
Bill with which I caullot agree. \Ve are
told in the Bill that the Governor in
Council may make regulatiolls for the
execution of all matters and things
a.rising "under this Act." That, to my
mind, means distinctly for the carrying
out of and taking of the referendum.
Then Mr. Harwood refers to the second
clanse, tellillg us what the ohjects of the
Act arc, namely, to ascertain whether or
not the electors of the Legislatiye Assembly are in favour of or against the teaching by State school teachers, as part of
the ordinary school curriculum in State
schools, for one half-hour in each schoolday, of the Scripture lessons recommended
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by the Royal commission, and alsCl whether favorable vote of the people, the q nestion
they are in favour of or against the use in on which the vote is taken becomes law, as
State schools of the prayers and services the result of that vote. I am thoroughly
and hymns suggested by the commission. against that. 'rhen there is the referenThe object of the Bill is to take a poll, in dum which may mean the settlement of
order to ascertain the views of the people an important q nestioll between the two
on those points, and I hold that under this HOllses.
It is very doubtful, to my
Act the Governor in Council can ollly mind, whether we should take a. referenmake regulations for taking that poll. dum for such a purpose; because I fear
Mr. Harwood thinks that immediately on it would lead us to introduoe a system
the taking of the poll, assuming the vote of settling matters in this way which
was in favour of the illtroduction of the Parliament should settle for themselves.
Scripture lessons, then by regulation the Another refer-endum might be submitted
Government could carry out the teach- to the electors on a long complicated
illg of these lessons in State schools. Bill which Parliament, not choosing to
Now, 1 do not think that is so, but decide upon itself, put to the people.
if it is it can be easily remedied by an I cannot imagine the people answering
amendment.
Mr. Harwood, I believe, intelligently" Yes" or wN 0" 011 such
stated that if he t.hought this Bill only a question, and that kind of referendum
referred to the taking of a poll he would 1 mnst strongly oppose. No doubt we
not object if it stopped there.
had to adopt it once on the Common'rhe Hon. 'r. C. HAHwooD.-l said that wealth Bill, but that was becanse there
if the question were put t.o the electors: was no other way of dealing with
'Vere they in favonr of the Education Act the matter. YVe had six Parliaments
being amended so as to authorize these which required to be satisfied that that
Scripture lessons-l would be ill favour was a good measure, and we could not
of that being done.
expect that they would agree upon it.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-That is what When the plan of trying to obt.ain the
concurrence of the Parli,l,ments was
the Bill provides.
'1'he HOll. '1'. C. HARwooD.-The ques- adopted in connexion with the 1891
tion should be-" Do you desire the Edu- Bill, what resulted? In most of the Parliaments the matter was not brought on
cation Act to be amended or not ~ "
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-The form of at all. No douM we passed the Bill, bnt
the question is a very slight matter if yon the majority of the other Australian Parput the substance; and, if Mr. Harwood liaments did not, and the result was that
is in favour of putting the question ill any the matter fell to the ground. Therefore,
form, I would strongly support him in allY we had to do in the case of the Commonamendment necessary to make it clear that wealth Bill what would not b~ wise in any
what he thinks, namely, t.he introductioll, other circumstances-that was, to put a
on a favorable vote, of Scripture lessons complicated measure, containing a large
into the State schools without a Bill being numberof clauses on all kinds of subjects,
passed by Varliamen t cannot be carried to the people for their "Yes" or "No."
out. 1 am sure that none of us wish this The result of this was seen when the Bill
matter to be settled by a side-wind. 1 am weut to England, and it was desired to be
strongly against a referendum, if it means amended in an inlportant matter ill conthat by a certain vote of the people cer- nexion with appeals to the Privy Coullcil.
tain legislation shall be ca.'fried as the Immediately a great difficnlty was raised
result. ~ I do not believe in putting to the 1y the delegates, because the people had
people any question their voting on which said "Yes" or "No" to the whole Bill. That
makes it law. Therefore, I am with Mr. is a kind of referendum with which 1 do
Harw()od so far, and I am quite willing to not agree; bnt a referendum such as that
introduce an amendment in committee to now proposed is altogether different. It
provide that nothing can be done without is not on any matter of dispute between
a Bill being introduced into Parliament the two Houses, but on a burning question
and carried. Now, as to the question of which for years has led to the strongest
the referendum, I do not want to repeat of feeling, and which has almost broken
arguments which have been already used. up the Education Act. In snch a case I
I may poiut out, however, that there are think llothing could be more appropriate
referenda and referenda. There is one than to ask the people by a referendllmkind of referendurn under which, on a " Will yon have Scripture lessons or not~"
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If they say I, Yes" then we will still have
to bring in the Bill and carry it out. If
they say "No" then it will be for the
churches to consider what step they will
next take in order to give the children
religious instruction.
Mr. FitzGerald
has spoken about the sacrifices which the
Roman Catholics have made for the edncation of their children. The honorable
mem ber was perfectly correct in that, and
I give the Homan Catholics all credit for
their action. But do not let us forget
that Mr. FitzGerald, naturally being
interested in the matter from his own
point of view, puts things in a comparatively one-sided way.
'L1he Homan
Catholics are perfectly entitled to hold
their own views about the education
of their chiic1ren, to say that they
cannot take advant.age of our national
system, and they deserve praise for
having established a system which they
can attend to themselves.
But are
they to stand in the way-because that is
what it comes to-of three-fourths of the
people of the country? Are they to say
-" Recanse we cannot be satisfied with
those schools, and have set up a separate
set of schools for our own children, we won't
allow you to give religious instruction in
your schools"?
'fhe Hon. N. FI1'zGERALD.-'1'he honorable member made one important omission.
In the country districts we know that
separate schools cannot be supported,
and there we are obliged to take advantage of the State schools, and we ask
for protection.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-The honorable member says correctly that there are
places where, there not being a sufficient
number of Roman Catholics to support a
school of their own, they take advantage
of the State school; and he asked why put
them under any disability ~ But my answer
is that they are going to be placed exactly
in the same position as before the Ed ucation
Act carne into operation, wheu the common
school system existed here-in the same
position as ill the New South 'Wales
schools, where religious instruction is
given with a conscience clause, or as they
are in connexion with the schools in England, where they have religious instruction with a similar clause. If we were
to say to the Homan Catholic children"YOll must attend the religious elnsses,"
we would be doing what is decidedly
wrong, because we would be inflicting an
inj ury on their conscience that we would
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have no right to inflict. But we are
doillg nothing of the kind. On the other
ha.nd, however, the Roman Catholics inflict an inj ury on our conscience if they
say that, because they do not approve of
Bible teaching for their children, they
will not allo\v it to be given to our
children, buf will insist on .1 secular
system of education. On the matter
of conscience, I entirely sympathize with
the Roman Catholics when they say
that they should not be compelled to
have their children taught these lessons.
But, on the other hand, I say it is a
matter of conscience with us, and with the
great majorityof the people, that we should
have the primary ec1ucati,)ll of the conntry
conducted with religious instruction;
because the basis for conduct in a Christian conn try is the Scriptures. '11he
Homan Catholic children can have the fun
benefits of the secular instruction without
being asked to attend the Scripture
lessons; and, under those circumstances, I
submit that by refusing to faU in with
this proposal, they are doing an unnecessary injury to the conscience of Protestants. Again, we must remember that
the Protestant part of the community is
the part which have supported this
national system of education. The Homan
Catholic party, because of their conscientious scruples, do not sllpport it.
The Hon. N. FIl'zGEHALD.--They do
support it, and pay for the education of
their children besides.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-They do not
support it by sending their children to
our schools. 'Ve not only pay as they do,
but we send our children to the State
schools, whereas, as a rule, they do not.
""Ve say that if the present system goes on
much longer we shall not be able to support it. vVe have been for years trying
to do without this basis of moral teaching,
and we now find ourselves coming to a
crisis. The time is not far distant, if we
cannot get what we want in this matter,
when the na.tional system of education
will have to be broken up, and the
churches will have to form their own
If we are
system of teaching religion.
not allowed to teach religion in the State
schools, that mllst mean, eventually, the
breaking up of the national system of
education. If we do not get what we have
been so long seeking for in this way, we
must· get it in some other way, perhaps
following the example of the Roman
Cat.holics, and having Church 0f England
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schools, Methodist schools, Presbyterian
schools and so on.
This question
is now' before us for our decision. We
have often discussed it before, and
now the question is whethel' we shall
agree to its being put to the people to
ascertain their views.
The churches
are lookin o' for the answer. rrhe Protestant ch~rches are unanimous on the
subject. They have obtained the assent
of the other House to this proposal, and
it now remains to be seen whether, at this
late stao-e of the century, they are to be
prevent~d by the Council from obtaining
what they have been so long seeking. 1
trust honorable members will also remember the cry of the little _children. 1
believe with all my soul that we are
starving those children. No. doubt we
are doing something f(1)1' them III the Sunday ~chools, and in those families where
there is religious instruction. But there
are hundreds and thousands of children
who are not getting any religious instruc'tion w hatever. No doubt there is :it certain amount of voluntary religious instruction carried on in the schools, but we
know how little that can be when t.he
'children are tired ont with their work,
and are anxious to get out to play. This
secular system has been going on for years,
and what is the result? W' e know the
result from what the Judges tell us in
'the COUtts when they speak about boys and
airls appearing in the witness-box and not
being able to give the sil'nplest answer to
any religious question. VVe know the
result from the gaol chaplains, who say
.they have to teach young criminals the
very ABC of religion. The cry of the
children and of the churches is to put this
question before the people, and ascertain
'whether or not they are ill favour of
~'eligious instruction being given ill the
State schools, and I trust this House will
respond to that appeal.
Sir FREDEHICK SARGOOD.-On the
'10th of October this House, by a majority
of 29 to 13, refused to pass a Referendum
Bill and the only difference between that
'Bill' and this is the subject upon which
the referendum was to be taken. This is
otherwise word for word a c()pyof the Bill
.of the] Oth of October, and 1 venture to
say that but for the fact of the subject of
the Bill having been changed from a nonl'eligious to a religious subject, the decision
of the House then to have nothing whatever to do with the referendum would
·~.ll1doubtedly be repeated to-night.
Second Session
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The Hem. J. BALFOUR.-That was a
q uesticm in dispute between the two
Houses.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-It is,
no doubt, the fact that there has not
been in this case, as in the case of
woman suffrage, a conflict or difference
of opinion between the two Houses
in the shape of Bills passing between
them. It is perfectly well known, however, that for many years the question of
interference in the present State school
teaching has been constantly before the
other House and also before the public,
and a decision has been given by a large
majority not to allow any interference
with the present education system, and
not to allow any introduction of the religious question. Again I say-and I say
it with regret, because 1 know, of course,
that honorable members who differ from
me do so honestly-tluit but from the
fact of the subject of this Bill being a religious subject., the House would not
dream of listening to the question of a
referendum. 1 do not want to go into the
religious q nestion, because it is a very
burning question-even our calm friend,
Mr. Balfour, got warm upon it-but I
cannot help referring to one or two points.
To begin with: 1 am just as strongly
adverse now as 1 was when the Education
Bill was passed to the State attempting to
teach religion. ·1 have not wavered one
iota. on that question. 1 recollect, and
other members of the House will recollect, what was the mode in which the socalled religion was taught under the old
denominational system. 1 recollect disgraceful scenes, which I myself have seen
and heard, when the religious lesson was
brought on. I have seen men who were
confirmed drunkards giving so-called religious teaching.
The Hon. S. FRASER.-Those are exceptions.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-1 am
aware they are exceptions, and I am
thankful to say they are exceptions. I
also know, having administered the Education Act, that we have a very high clas!')
of teachers now. 'We need not wi~h for a
better class of men, and it is because wa
have such a class of men, of high chnracteT
and gentlemanly manners, that I entirely
sympathize with the statement made by
Sir Henry Wrixon, that it would be a cruel
thing to ask 'them against their will to
attempt to teach religion.
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The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-There is a conscience clause for them.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-A conscience clause! I think that is one of the
most cruEll things that could be introduced.
y.,r e want to be thoroughly homogeneous
-not to have a separation of the children, and not to have a separation of the
teachers. The conscience clause I am
utterly opposed to. It occupies about the
same position as that clause by which, in
the olden denominational days, a parent
could go before a justice of the peace and
declare that he was so poor that he could
not afford to pay his school fees. The
consequence was that ill the school
there were two distinct classes- one a
paying class, and the other consisting of
poor boys and girls who were looked down
upon. If we introduce this so-called conscience clause, we shall have the same uufortunate separation between the children.
The unfortunate separation will not end
with childhood, but will go Oll growing as
the children grow. I have always thought
and maintained that, as far as the education system is concerned, the four hourstwo hours before and two hours after midday-should be restricted solely to secular
instruction, aud that every facility should
be given for the teaching of religion by
the various denominations outside the
school hours. I am aware that for a
number of years the practice of the Education department was to offer the schools
for religious teaching after the school
hours. When I was first Minister of Public
Instruction, the matter was very fully debated, and several deputations waited both
on the Government and on myself. Ultimately, I offered to give the representatives
of the denominations facilities for imparting religious instruction, not only after
but before school hours, and also in midday. All I can say is that that offer was
not accepted by a single minister or layman of any denomination.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-It is against
the rules.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-It is
not against any rules. The Minister could
grant such facilities.
The HOll. J. BALFouR.-It is against
the regulations of the Ed ucation department. I have asked for it, and it has
been refused.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-It is
against the regulations, simply because
those to whom I offered the'se facilities did
not give me the slightest encouragement
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to alter the regulations. If they had
done so, the honorable member would
have got what he says he applied for.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-I have applied
for it over and over again.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD. - The
regulations could be altered in a day. I
can only say that I mad8 the offer.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-Did you make
it publicly ~
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-I made
it to a deputation that waited on me. The
honorable member has told us that he
would not be in favour of the referend Um
if the result were to be accepted as a
mandate from the people. What, then, is
the use of the referendum ~ Surely it is
intended to give an indication to both
Houses of Parliament of what the people
desire. To refer a matter to the people
in this way, and then to say that yon do
not intend to be bound by their decision, would, it appears to me, be an
utter waste of time; and cartainly,
so far as I understand it, that is
not the meaning of any referendum. I
am opposed to the referend um, because
I believe it to be a violation of the Constitution Act, which provides a .mode, and
a satisfactory mode, of ascertaining the
views of the people on any subject-that
is, through their representatives in Parliament. So long as our Constitution remains in its present form, I, for one,
shall not be prepared to go outside of it.
Mr. Davies sa.ys that the referendum is not
against the Com;titution. I am sorry to
say that he is not in agreement with
his late chief. In introducing the Referendum Bill, which we rejected on the
10th of October la8t, Mr. McLean saidI regret very much that it has become necessary for us to depart from t,he well-recognised
constitutional methods of ascertaining the will
of the people.

And, againI would very much rather see the question
settled in the usual constitutional manner.

The then Attorney-General also pointed
out, in answer to an interjection, that a,
referendum of the people did meau, to begin with, a very important precedent, and
that it also meaut that, whatever the decision of the people might be on the particular question submitted to them, Parliament would, as a matter of course, haveto embody that opinion in a Bill, and to
pass it into law. To say that we are now
to go to the people and seek their opinion
without being under the slightest obligation

Scriptm'e Lessons

[21 DEC., 1900.]

to gi ve legal efTect to that opinion, seems
to me to be begging the question. I am
sorry that some honorable members who
voted for the rejection of the Women's
Suffrage Referendum Bill on the 10th
October should now be prepared to eat
their words, and to vote in favonr of
exactly the same referendum, simply because a religious subject is brought in.
I hope that the House will set aside this
religious element, and will deal solely with
the question of the referendum from a
constitutional point of view. The HOtH;e
must bear in mind that we are custodians
of the Constitution, and that \Ye have a
duty to perform to the country-that is,
to maintain the Constitution intact until
it is altered in a constitutional manner by
the action of both Houses. I feel that
tbig is a most important epoch, not
merely in the history of this Honse,
but of Parliament as a whole. If honorable members vote in favour of this
l'eferendum, I am sorry to say that I
shall, for the first time during the 28
years that I have held a seat in the
Chamber, almost regret that I am a member of the House.
The Hon. N. THORNLEY.-I am entirely with the last speaker in regard to the
constitutional aspects of this referendum.
J also take exception to the Bill on other
gl·olll1ds. Mr. Balfour has shown a good
deal of warmth on the subject.
Does he
expect that the country districts will be
content to be governed by the vote of a
majority at a referendum? I can quite
understand that there may be no difficulty in giving religions iustruutioll in the
State schools ill the large centres of population, but in the couutry districts it will
be impossible to give the children religious instruction while the classes are going
on. rrhere is just the one teacher, and
the children who take ad vantage of the
conscience clause will have to go outside.
Nine-tenths of the schools in my district
are schools in which this condition of
things would prevail, and I speak for
In the State schools in the large
them.
centres of population there may be haIfa-dozen or more teachers, and the position
there is different. You are going to ask
the cOllnt.ry districts to be bound by the
decision of the large centres of population,
. where there is uo difficulty at all, and
where they have an the conveniences that
were referred to by :Mr. Bal four. In the
country districts you would, by the introduction of these Scripture lessons, create
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a separation at once. 1'he children who
took advantage of the so-called conscience
clause would have to be sent outside, and
for that reason I am opposed both to the
princi pIe embodied in the Bill and to the
referendum.
The Hon . .E. MILLER.-I am reminded
by the debate that has taken place of the
very old saying that religious discussions
should be avoided. W' e must all recog~
nise to-night, after the heated speeches to
which we have listened, how true that
saying is. Mr. Balfour, the calmest man
in the House, clltirely lost himself, and
Mr. FitzGerald also displayed considerable
warmth. There has been more excitement
over this measure than over any other
measnre that has been introduced during
the time that I have been a member of
the House. 1'l1e point I wish to make is
that we are gOillg to plunge the country
into the same excited state of feeling by
having a referendum.
Is that wise 1
Wha.t good will it do? If the people vote
for or against this Bill, do you think that
the religious bodies will be satisfied 1 I
do not thiuk for a moment that they
will. I would ask honorable members
to look at the questions that are to be
put to the electors. There is <i>nly one
that the country people will understand,
and that is the question in paragraph BDo you prefer the Education Act as it isfree, compulsory, and secular?

The chances are that they will vote on
that if they vote at all. It is also to be
remembered that the referendum is to be
taken at the time of the elections fur the
Federal Senate, when the voters should
have their minds fixed on the one question
only, that is, the choice of the best man
to represent them in the Commonwealth
Parliament. 'We know that the religious
bodies will tell the electors that this is a
more important question than the election
of members to the Senate. Is it wise that
we should place the electors in such a
position 1 I say that it is llot. I have
al ways thought that the teaching of reli~
gion belonged properly to the church, the
Sunday school, and the home. Our State
schools have to do with matters other than
religion; they hav8 to educate men and
women for their work in the world. A
knowledge of a few Scripture lessons will
not enable a man to pass an examination at
the Universit.y; and, as we know, the reputation of a teacher depellds on the efficiencyof his pnpils in subjects that are
purely secular. More than that, religion is
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a very saored maUer, and religious instruc- minority in a school the majority give
tion should, in my opinion, only be given them a bad time. In my opiuion, it is
by properly·qualified persons in the church the duty of the denominations to educate
and the Sunday school, or by the parents the children of the colony in religion.
ill the homes. It is rather late in the 1'he Catholics have their own schools,
evening, and I do not intend to occupy except in the districts in which there
the time of the House any longer. I will are Hot enough children to justify the
only say that I was very pleased iudeed establishment of a school, and they take
to heal' our esteemed leader, Sir Frederick very good carc that they are eduYou will not find
.Sargood, speak so feelingly about the 1'e- cated in religion.
ferendmn. I dQ not, however, look npon a Catholic child, even 011 the ont back
this in the ordinary sense as a referend um. sta,tiotls, who has not received some
:As has been stated, if the two Houses of religious instruetion. It cannot be said
Parliament cannot agree on a particular that I am prejudiced on this subject. I
,question, and we refer it to the people am not a Catholic myself. I know from
for them to determine it., that is what is personal observation that in Nmv South
:generally U Ilderstood by. a referend l'lll. vVales, and particularly in Victoria, the
But when there is no snch issue between religions education of the Catholic children
the two Houses, and when it is simply a is not neglected. If a referendum is
matter of ascertaining the views of the taken on this matter, we know from the
people, I see nothing unconstitutional in fact that the Protestants are iu a large
this procedure.
I would remind Sir majority how it will end, and I think
Frederick Sargood that ,,'e referred the . that the proposal is a very unfair one. If
great Commollwealth Bill to the people.
yon were to send to a referendum the
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD,-VVe had no question of having a State Church, you
other way of doing it.
would probably get a vote in favour of a
The HOIl. E. 1IILLEH.-11here may be Protestant State Church at once. In my
occasions on which a referendum may opinion, we ought not to force this matter
serre a good and useful purpose, and we on the Catholics and the other denominacannot lay down any hard-und-fast rule. tions that object, and on grounds of comTaking the Bill altogether, I must, after mon j llstice I shall vote against the Bill.
The Hon. R. HEID.-I think that this
'giving the matter due consideration, vote
Bill is to a certain extent misunderstood.
against it..
Sir RUPERT CLAHKE.-I feel that I It comes before US as the result of the
should not be doing my duty if I gave inquiries and l'ecormnendations of a
a silent vote on this matter. I may say Hoyal commission, on which nearly all
at once that it is my intention to oppose the denominations were represented.
,it, and to oppose it strongly. The Protes- During the recent general elections the
tants of this colony very largely out· candidates for the Legislative Assembly
number the Catholics, and why, therefore, were, as we know, questioned on the
should the latter be asked to be governed subject, and a majority of those who were
by the results of a referendum ~ They returned werc pledged to support this
object absolutely to the proposed Scrip- proposal. I should have been glad if the
ture lessons. The Catholics in my own Government had assumed the responsidistrict waited on me on the subject, and bility of introducing some legislation t.o
'frankly stated their views. I can ai:sure gi ve effect to the will of the public.
honorable members that the religious After the discussion that has taken place
bodies in my district are not at all narrQW- on the referendum'prop0sal, and especially
minded. They all combine in one annual the able E.peech that has been delivered
'picnic; but if these Scripture lessons were by Mr. Davies, it wonld be nseless for
introduced in the State schools an ele· me to again traverse the ground. 1'he
'ment of diseord would be brought in at question of religious instruction in t.he
once.
The Catholics would, not send State schools has played a prominent part
their children to the State schools at all, in our history during the last 30 years.
'01' if they did they would certainly take
It is a scandal and disgrace to a Christian
advantage of the conscience clause. Their country that the name of onr Lord and
withdrawal from the schools when the Saviour Jesus Christ-that every reference
lessons were being given would inevitably to our holy religion-should have been
cause dissensions, and we know from obliterated from our State school books.
experience that when there is a small That has been the case ever since onr free,
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compulsory, and seclllar system of educa- Bible ~ vVhy deny this modicum of religition came into operation. There is no ous instruction to the poor deluded citizens
doubt that, as a eolony, we have gained of Victoria. 'Ve have heard a grea t deal of
many advantages frOlll our Education Act, talk about liberty. The race to which Mr..
but there is this one serious blot upon it Levi belongs enjoys tho fullest liberty
-it has tended to the formation of a com- with us. ~rhey were expelled from Spain,'
munity, a large portion of whom know and what happened to that country. Did
nothing about God, their Maker and their it not sink to the position of a fifth-rate
Friend. I have no doubt whatever that a power 1 Surely no injury would be done
large majority of the people regard this as to anybody by allowing the children of
a question of supreme importance. It is Protestant parents t.o read the Bible in
not proposed to interfere with the liberty their own language. Nowhere is there so
of cOllscience of anyone. vVe have been much liberty of conscience as under the
told by Mr. FitzGerald, and we know it British Crown. Mr. FitzGerald knows
is true, that the Catholics are deter- that and acknowledges it. I would appeal
mined to brillg II p their children as to the House to yield to this great public
they should be brought up, in the fear demand, and to make it free and open to
of God, and that to achieve that object all men to know Gud.
they aro willing to spend their mOlley
The Hon. T. DO'VLING.-Mr. Reid has
and their substance.
I admire the touched a chord that must vibrate in the
honorable member for the position he heart of every honorable member, but he
takes up; but are we, in a Protestant has left one important matter out of concountry, to allow the young people to go sideration altogether. It may not be unon from generation to generation without interesting if I give the House a little
having any systematic religious instruction ancient history about our Education Act.
imparted to them 1 vVe heard Mr. Melville I think I may say that there is no man
speak about the fires of certain centuries. who is more anxious than I am that our
To what does he owe his present en- children shall receive a religious and moral
lightenment 1 He comes from Aberdeen, training.
In my early days we had
where he was reared on porridge and a denominational system and a national
the proverbs of Solomon. He has had system. I was instrumental in getting
such a training as enables him to come to schools established under both those
an intelligent conclusion.
His logical systems in my own district. The Bible
mind ought to have led him in another was read. By-and-by some one in Meldirection. 'Ve mllst not forget that no bourne said-" Oh, we mllst have free,
nation that has been brought up without compulsory, and secular education." I
a know ledge of the Book with which Mr. immediately asked - "What is secular
Levi's people are so well acq llainted has education 1"
I did llOt understand
ever prospered. The Jews and the Scotch- what it meant. Did it mean teaching
men are, on the teachings of the Old simply reading and writing and the rules
Book, able to hold their own against the of grammar ~ I was a strong opponent of
world. The progressi ve nations are those the Education Act, as I am now, so far
which have the blessings of an open Bible as it is secular and free, but it became
which they can read and understand, law. The good old Book to which Mr.
Religiol:s instrnction is, I say, a crying Reid has referred says that as you sow so
want in this colony of Victoria. 'Ve are you shall reap.
N ow, the clergy of
not asking for liberty to teach dogma. this colony did not raise a single finger to
There is no dogma in these lessons get the Education Act altered. It did riot
and hymns. They simply embody mild matter to them. They simply said-" It
truths that are accepted by all the Pro- is the law, and we must fall in with it."
testant denominations. It is true that the vVhat has been the result ~ rrime has gone
Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne and the on ; and now the children are growing up
head of the Hebrew denomination declined without that moral teaching which it is
to sit on the Royal commission, but it is justly said it is the duty of the State to
not propc>sed to interfere in any way with give them.
If it is the duty of the
their liberty of conscience. All that we State to educate the children, it is its
ask is that the children in our State duty also to make them good citizens.
schools shall be allowed to read the word Of recent years there has been a
of God in their own language, and what strong agitation for the introduction of
pnrer ·English is there than that of the Old the Bible in the State. schools. For that
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I should vote with both hands. But what
do we find ~ 'Ye are asked to set aside
the Constitution, and to remit this question to a referendum. In my opinion,
the result will be a big failure. As sure
as you take the referendum, the answer
will be "N 0.: 1 Have you ever heard of a
referendum in England 1 I should be
glad to see the Bible introduced in the
State schools; but, as the Constitution is
in. danger, I must oppose this Bill, sorry
as I am to do it. I have no doubt whatever that if those who advocate religious
instruction persevere, and move along the
legitimate channels, success will crown
their efforts.
The House divided on the question that
the Bill be read a second timeAyes ••.
14
17
Noes ...
Majority against the Bill

3

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
Dr.
Mr.
"

Brunton,
Comrie,
Cooke,
Crooke,
Dades,
Embling,
Grimwade,
C. J. Ham,

Mr.
"
Sir
"
Mr.
"
"
"
"

Bell,
Brown,
Rupert Clarke,
Henry Cuthbert,
Dowling,
FitzGerald,
Harwoou,
Hoddinott,
Levi,

Mr. D. Ham,
" McCulloch,
'J Reid,
Sir Arthur Snowden.

Tellers.
Mr. Balfour,
" Knox.
NOES.

Mr. McDonald,
" Melville,
" Miller,
Sir Frederick Sargood.
Mr. vVallace,
" Winter-Irving.
Tellers.
Mr. Pratt,
" Thornley.

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF 'YORKS BORROWING
PO'YERS INCREASE BILL.
The HOll. ·W. McCULLOCH moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said the
object was to empower the Metropolitan
Board of Works to borrow £2,000,000.
Under the original Act they had power to
borrow £5,000,000, but that had bEen
exhausted, and they wanted £2,000,000
more to 00illplete the works.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1 (Short title),
The Hon. R. REID said the probabilities
were that, as a result of the adoption of
·the measure, property-owners would have
to pay a rate of 28. 6d. in the £1 instead
of Is.

The Hon. E. MILLER observed that the
sewering of the city had cost an enormous
amount, aud he should like to know when
and where the expenditure was going to
end.
Sir HENRY CUTHBEHT remarked
that. Mr. Heid was wrong in imagining that
the borrowing of the £2,000,000 required
would render owners of property liable to
he rated to the extent of 2s. 6d. in the £,1.
Under the Act, the amount to be charged
could not exceed Is.
The Hon. J. M. PRNrT said that if a
Bill could be brought in to increase the
borrowing powers, another could be
brought in to increase the rating
powers.
8il' FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
that honorable members required informatioll as to what was intended to be
dQne. The sewers were being carried into
the scattered portions of the suburbs,
which he thought might do without them
for some years.
Sir ARTHUR SNOvVDEN observed
that if the onus of carrying the reticulation of sewers into the minor streets and
rights-of-way had not been cast upon the
board in 1898, it would have saved them
near1y£l,OOO,000. The board wasreticulating the water supply to districts which were
never contemplated when the original Act
was passed in 1891. The est.imate for
the water supply alone was £330,000.
'1'he sewerage, up to the present,
with the extended reticulation, had cost
£3,630,000. rrhe £2,000,000 which the
board had the right of borrowing would
not be borrowed at once.
It would
be put upon the market from time to
time, perhaps during the next ten years.
Although an enormOllS expenditure had
been incurred in connexion with the main
sewers, the return, so far, had been C0111paratively small.
Only t.he actually
sewered portions were rated at the full
rate of Is. ill the £1. Before tho Act of
1898 was passed Parliament altered the
provisions of the original Act, and limited
the suburban area to a rate of 2d. in the
£1, and limited the right of rating the
outer area to 1d. ill the £1. If that had
not been done, the board would have had
sufficient revenue. from the lands within
the metropolitan area to carryon at a rate
of 8d. or 9d. in the £1. Up to 1896 the
incoill3 derived from water supply alone
was sufficient to pay the interest on the
Government debentures which were taken
over, and on the money borrowed for
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sewerage purposes. Since then the income
of the board, within the limited are;:t which
they could rate at Is. in the £1, had not
been sufficient to meet the interest and
general expenditure incurred by the
enormous sewerage operations which were
taking place. 1.'he board had sufficient
money in hand to carryon to the end of
March.
ffhe Hon. D. MELVILLE said it would
take ten years to spend the £2,000,000
proposed to be borrowed; therefore, why
borrow so much ~ According to the report
of the board it had put borrowed money
into rotten banks, and had lost £300,000
of it. It was absurd to give them power
to borrow money which they did not know
what to do with.
Sir AH.THUR SNOWDEN remarked
t,hat, according to the Act. of 1898, the onus
was thrown on the board of sewering for
the people, who were given ten years in
which to pay, in quarterly or half-yearly
instalments. 1.'he effect of this was
that the board required an enormous
capital. They required, \"ithin the next
year or two, £850,000; a large portion of
which would be wanted very soon.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD observed
that he agreed with the remarks of the
last speaker.
He understood that the
estimate of Mr. Mansergh was £5,000,000,
and this Mr. Thwaites reduced to
£3,500,000. Then the sewerage of the
rights-of-way was to cost £1,500,000.
The board had power to borrow
£5,000,000,
and it now
required
£2,000,000 more. It was not unreasonable to ask what would become of the
£2,000,000.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT said that the
difficulty that had arisen was that out of
the original £5,000,000 which the board
had power to borrow they had expended
a very large sum in sewerage connexions.
That was the reason why they wanted
assistance. When it was proposed that
the board should make the sewerage connexions, they required further borrowing
powers.
The Hon. R. REID said that, as a member of the Sanitary Commission that investigated this subject, he might inform
the committee that Mr. Mansergh originally estimated that it would require
£8,000,000 to sewer Melbourne proper.
The bursting of the boom enforced upon
the Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks the
neccessity of moving very slowly, and
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now they were proceeding vigorously with
the sewerage work. If this system of
sewerag-e had not obtained in Melbourne
when the bubonic plague was threatening
at the beginning of the yeaI', it was impossible to say what t.rouble might have been
caused. No doubt the property-owners
would be req uired to shell out, but, in the
interests of the public well-being, he felt
compelled to support the Bill.
The Hon. C. J. HAM stated that the
estimate that Sir Frederick Sargood had
read had missed the most serious point
referred to by Sir Arthur Snowden. As
he understood, the £5,700,000 consisted
of works that the Metropolitan Board
would have to carry out.. Parliamen~ had
very wisely, and very mercifully to the
small owners of property, provided that the
owners could call on the board to carry
out the work 1 and could pay for it iu ten
years.
That had been availed of to a
greater extent than the board had any
idea of.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-To the extent
of £172,000.
The Hon. C. J. HAM said that the
power was going to be availed of to an
increasing amount.
It was found to be
the most convenient way of carrying out
the work.
A small cottage or shop that
brought in £1 a week generally cost from
£35 to £40 to sewer.
Thif-) wonld be
quite staggering to the unfortuuate
owners, if they bad to fiud the whole of
the money at Ollce, but the board came in
and did the work, charging £4 a year,
and the owners had to pay for it. In this
way the board was gradually getting out
an immense amount of money. The work
was being done in a more economical way
now than it ever was done before, and
many owners of property found that the
board could carry out the work cheaper
than they could get it done by means of
an ordinary contract.
Considering that
such was the fact, and that the public
availed themselves of the privilege of
allowing the board to carry out the work,
he oonsidered that this was a very strong
point for allowing the board. liberal borParliament would b<;:!
rowing powers.
thus conveniencing great masses of the
people.
If the board had not the privilege, and Parliament did not provide for
it, instead of the sewerage system being
a boon, as it was at present, it would
be a very great burden indeed. The work
had been well carried out, and occupying,
as he did, a position on the Board of
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Public Health, he could testify to the
amount of excellent work that had been
done. If such a thing as the plague
broke out in this city, where the \,"orking
classes felt their lives to be as valuable
as those of a merchant or a shopkeeper,
the consequences would have been very
serious.
Alt.hough the work had been
enormously expensive, and, in some cases,
unnecessarily expensive, still it was a great
boon.
The Bill was reported with amendments,
and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. 'V.
.McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a
third time and pa~sed.
SENATORS ELECTIONS BILL.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH moved the
secol1d reading of this Bill. He said it
was a mere machinery Bill, providing for
the coming election of seuators for Victoria in the Federal Parliament. The
measure made arrangements for retnrning
officers and for the lleces8ary rnachinery.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discussion took place on clanse 6,
which was as follows : (1) The polling place at which any person
qualified and entitled to vote at such election
shall record his vote sha.11 be a polling place at
which such person would be entitled to vote at
a general election of members of the Legislative
Assembly, a.nd such person may vote for n.s
many candidates as there are senators to be
elected, but any ballot-paper purporting to
record more or fewer votes than the numbel> of
senators to be eleeted shall be rejected at the
close of the poll.
(2) The hours of polling shall be from eight
o'clock in the forenoon uniil seven o'clock in
the afternoon of the same day, unless such
polling is lawfully adjourned.
(3) The electoral rolls which shall be used at
each polling booth shall be the rolls in force on
the p':>lling day for the di"ision of the electoral
dist,rict of the Legislative Assembly within
which such booth is situated.

The Hon. S. FRASER said that, if his
memory served him properly, he believed
there was no necessity for this Bill at all.
'rhe Commonwealth Act provided that
without. a Bill of this kind the eleations
could go on under the present system.
The Hon. A. 'YYNNE.-They have
passed a similar Bill in New South 'Vales.
If it is not necessary, it will do no harm.
The Hon. S. FRASER said that he was
not saying the Bill could do harm, but he
was almost positive there was no necessity for it, because the C0mmonwealth Act
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said that the laws in force "in the said.
state" would apply to elections for the
Common weal th Parliament.
Sir FHEDERICK SARGOOD stated
that he was sorry to disagree with ~lr.
Fraser, who ought to know something
about the Commonwealth Act; but if the
honorable member would cast his mind
back he would recollect that the representatives of the states were very jealous to
keep the powers of the states intact, and
they went so far that they would not
allow the Federal Parliament to have anything to do even with the elections for the
Senate. This Bill, howeyor, did not apply
to the House of Representatives. Under
the Commonwealth Constitution Act, the
Federal Parliament had full power to deal
with the elections for the Honse of H.epresentati \'e, but not for the Senate. The
states retained for themselves full power
and control over the Senate, not onlv for
the first elections, bnt on all future ~cca
sions.
The Hon. T. C. HAH.vVOOD said that
clause 6 provided thatPersons voting fol' candidates for the Senate
must vote for as many candidates as there were
senators to be elected, and fWy ballot-paper
purporting to record more Ot· fewer votes than
the number of senators elected shall be rejected
~Lt the close of the poll.

He was of opinion that the words "or
fewer" ought to be struck out. It was
quite right that if 1110re than t he propel'
number of ca,ndidates was voted for the
ballot-papers should be rejected, but he
did not see why a voter should be coerced
into voting for six candidates if he did not
choose. There might be fonr or five of the
candidates who were objectionable to the
voter, and he might desire to vote for only
one. He (Mr. Harwood) did not see why
a voter should be coerced into voting for
the whole of the six. If four or five ,,-ere
so bad that he could not say who was the
worst of them, a man was not bound to
aSSl~me a preference which he did not
possess, and if an elector did not want to
vote for the whole six, he should not be
compelled to do so. Under the proportional system of voting, which prevailed
in the Church Assembly at present, a
voter was not compelled to vote for as
mallY candidates as there were vacancies
for, but this Bill contemplated making a
man vote for somebody whom he did
not wish to vote for.
He begged to
moveThat the words "or fewer" (line 4) be struck
out.

SenCtto1'S

[21 DEC., 1900.J

The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
what Mr. Harwood had said struck him as
being right. This clause was intended to
prevent plumping, but why should not a
man plump? '''hy should not a man
vote for one, two, or three, or as many
candidates as he liked, up to the full
number ~ Of course, the voter could vote
for the whole six if he liked. If Mr.
vVynne could convince him (Mr. Balfour)
that this provision was right he would
support it, but otherwise he would vote
for Mr. Harwood's amendment.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMvVADE expressed
the opinion that the object of this clause
was undoubtedly to prevent plumping.
It would be a mistake if the clause were
Mr. Harwo{)d had said that
altered.
under the proportional voting system a
man was allowed to vote for as many candidates as he liked, but if the honorable
member would think for a moment, he
would find that, under the system of proportional voting whiGh obtained in the
Chul'ch of England Assembly, and with
which system the honorable member was
familiar, the voter had to vote for as
many candidates as there were places to
fill.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-There is proportional voting there.
'rhe Hon. F. S. GRHnVADE said that,
in his opinion, in voting for the Senate
there should be no plumping. The voter
should vote for the whole' six candidates.
The same provision had been applied in
New South Wales.
'}'he Hon. T. C. HARWOOD observed that
in the Church Assembly pi'eferential voting prevailed originally. '}'he voter had to
vote for as many candidates as there were
places to fill, but Professor N anson had
said that many complaints were made
about having to exercise a preference
which some voters did. not possess. Professor Nanson said that it was no part of
his scheme to com pel people to do that,
and under the system which had been in
existence for some years past a voter
might eliminate the names of all those
for whom he had no preference. If a
man did not care a button for Jones and
Smith, he did not vote for Jones and
Smith, but plumped for Brown and Robinson.
The Hon. S. FRASER stated he supported the views of Mr. Harwood. He
saw no justification for electors being
compelled to vote for the whole six
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senators. It was said that, if this provision were not inserted, the result would
be plumping, but there could be plumping
under the system contemplated by the
clause. Suppose a party of electors in
the state chose to plump there was
nothiug easier than for them to do so. If
they chose to agree that they would vote
for three members they could easily put
up three dummies, and the thing was
done. It W,1S "as easy as kiss my hand."
If there was a party who wished to vote
for only three senators, when they were
supposed to vote for six, they had only to
put up three nondescripts or dummies,
and the thing was done. No deposit was
req uired under this Bill, and there was no
penalty against any candidate. If a
candidate did not get one vote it did not
matter.
'}'he Hon. F. S. GnDlwADE.-They have
to be nominated.
The Hon. S. FRASE]{ said that nomination was easy enough. 'rherefore, as Mr.
Harwood said, it was better to give the
electors a choice, and if they did not wish
to v0te for the whole six they should not
be compelled to do so. The Commollwealth Act saidUntil the Federal Parliament otherwise provides, but subject to this Constitution, the
laws in force in en.ch st.ate for the time being
relating to the election for the more numerous
House shall, as nearly as practicable, apply to
the election of senators.

That being so, his contention was correct
that this Bill was not necessary at all.
The Hon. J. A. 'VALLACE observed
that as to what Mr. Fraser had said,
dummies might get in, but he would point
out that, instead of the three people the
parties might \,"ish to be elected, the
dummies might be chosen. He thought
the clause objected to should remain in
the Bill. If there were six senators to be
elected, the voters should vote for six.
The amendment was negatived.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report was.
adopted.
rrhe Hon. D. MELVILLE said it had
been stated, in the course of the discussion
in committee, that there was no deposit to
be paid by any candidate who wished to
be elected to the Senate. "Was it not
competent for the Honse to insert a provision in favonr of a deposit being paid ~
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it seemed
to him that it was c@mpetent for Parliament to pass any legislation relating to
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the election of the senators. If it was competent for the local Parliament to pass
any law relating to the federal election,
why was it not competent, also, to put in
a provision that a deposit should be paid
by candidates for the Senate? If the
House wished to put in a deposit provision, it could be done.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE movedThat the Bill be recommitted.

The Hon. A. ·WYNNE said that it
seemed clear from the Annotated Constitution of the Austntlian Commonwealth,
by Dr. Quick and Dr. GaITan, that the
laws in force in each state relating to the
-election of the more numerons House of
the Parliament of the state were those
that bound the elections of senators f01'
the state, alld therefore a deposit of £50
mnst be lodged by each candidate for the
Senate, just as each candidate for the
Legislative Assembly was required to
deposit £50. The Attorney-General was
of the same opinion.
Sir FHEDERICK SARGOOD expressed
the opinion that the provision with regard
to the lodging of a deposit by each candidate for the Senate was already made in
section 10 of the Commonwealth Act.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
while he was of opinion that it was perfectly within the power of the Parliament
of Victoria to insert such a provision in
this Bill, he quite agreed that it was Ullnecessary, because the law relating to electiOllS of members of the Legislative Assembly, including the nomination and
deposit., would apply to the Senate elections without any special enactment.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
he also agreed with the Solicitor-General's
opinion that the deposit was fully provided
for in the Commonwealth Act, and that it
was therefore ullnecessary to re-enact it in
this measure.
The PRESIDENT.-Section 10 of the
Commonwealth Act provides thatUntil the Commonwealth otherwise provides,
but subject to this Constitution, the laws in
force in each state for the time being relating
to the elections for the more numerous House of
the Parliament of the state shall, as nearly as
practicable, apply to elections of senators for
the state.
.

Section 31 of the Commonwealth Act
contains precisely the same provision with
respect to elections of members of the
House of Representatives. Those sections
now, I think, clearly show that the deposit
required to be lodged with a nomination
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for the Legislative Assembly will have
to be lodged with a nomination for the
Senate.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he begged
to withdraw his fmotion for the recommittal of the Bill."
Mr. Melville's motion was withdrawn.
On the motion of the Hon. W.
McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a
third time and passed.
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
(1901) BILL.
The Hon. A. WYNNE moved the second
readillg of this Bill. He said that it
altered the arrangements for elections to
the Legislative Assembly during the year
1901, and amongst the new arrangements
was the fixing of the polling hours from
eight a.m. to seven p.m. throughout the
colony.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1 (Short title),
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he would
like to point out that in the Bill they had
just passed a deputy returning officer was
provided for every district in the colony,
so that the amendment the Council made
in the Voting by Post Act Amendment
Bill the previous day was altogether unnecessary.
The Ron. A. 'YYNNE stated that while
the colony was divided into 23 electorates
for the House of Representatives, it was to
be polled as Olle electorate for the Senate.
The Bill, having been gone through,
was reported without amendment, and the
report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. A. WYNNE,
the Bill was then read a third time and
passed.
PACIFIC CABLE AUTHORIZATION
BILL.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said it
was to give legislative effect to an agreement entered into between Victoria, Great
Brita,in, Canada, New South 'Yales,
Queensland, and New Zealand to construct
and maintain a cable across the Pacific
Ocean. A tender had been accepted at
something like £2,000,000, of which Victoria's share was about one-ninth.
1'he HOll. R. REID remarked that this
important project had been under consideration for a number of years. The
Canadian Couference in 1894 affirmed the
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desirability and importance of cable communication between Great Britain, viet
Canada, through the Pacinc to Australia.
The Laurier Government cooled on the
decisions of the Canadian Conference very
considerably, and appeared to look on the
scheme with apathy and indifference for
some year'S; but Canadian public opinion
compelled them to adopt it, and in the
latter period of their existence they had
cordially come into line with the other
contrac~illg countries.
This was the first
time ill the history of the empire that
Victoria had entered into a contract as a
partner with Great Britain aud the other
colonies mentioned in the Bill, and it was
of the utmost importance that the project
should be carried out. The contract was to
be signed, he believed, before the last day
of this year. There had been prolonged
delay, great heartburnings, and many
annoyances in connexion with the carrying
out of this very important undertaking.
:Formerl'y it cost 9s. 4d. a word to cable a
message from Victoria to England, but for
the last two years the charge had been
4s. 1Od. per word. The Eastern Extension
Company, who had a monopoly of the
business, had fought the promoters of the
Pacific cable at every point, in the hope
of preventing its coming into existence,
and even at this very last moment, if Victoria would sign their agreement before
the P,wificcable contract was signed, hedid
not know that it would not actually result
in the Pacific cable not being laid. rrhere
were shareholders of the Eastern Extension Company in all the Government
departments and high positions of State in
the old country, and they had been very
clever in harassing the promoters of the
Pacific cable. -What was required, and
what must be provided, was a Britishmvned State line of telegraphic communication right round the world: not domil1ated by any great monopoly. In the
neal' futut'e the Governments of the
British Empire must have command of all
the cable lim's which were essential to the
commercial welfare of the British eommunity. He had no doubt that the
Pacific Ocean would before long become
the great trading ocean of the world, and
Australia was much interested ill it.
Owing to the growth of commerce between Australia and- the Cape a cable
between the two cOLlntrie~ based on a fair
business arrangement was required, but
the Postmaster-General in entering into
any negotiations as to the Cape cable
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should take care to secure the power to
purchase it at a fa.ir price, so that in the
Ileal' future Victoria and her partners in
this great enterprise might have uninterrupted telegraphic communication right
round the world on just and reasonable
terms. Having had something to do with
this scheme, he had very great pleasure
in supportillg the Bill.
rrhc Hon. S. FRASER said that he
entirely indorsed everything Mr. Reid
had said, and he could assure honorable
members that he knew a great deal abou t
the matter.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT -BILL.
The Hgn. N. THORNLEY moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said its
object was to fix a sliding scale of charges
for the registration of dairies in proportion to the number of cows kept.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was theu read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining ~tages.
LAND ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Assembly, with a. message intimating
that they had agreed to some of the
amendments of the Conncil, and had
disagreed with others.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS remarked that
the first amendment of the Council with
which the Assembly had disagreed was
that for the omission of clause 24. That
clause provided that the amount which
could be expended ill anyone year for
acquiring land by the State should be
increased from £ 100,000 to £200,000.
He thonght there would be no danger if
the clause was allowed to remain, as every
transaction for a purchase of property
must come before Parliament in the shape
of t\, BilL He begged to 111oveThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

The amendment was insisted on.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS observed that
the next amendment disagreed with by
the Assembly was the insertion of clause
A, which provided that the Governor in
Council might, if he thought fit, extend
any mallee lease for a period of five years
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from the time' the pres'ent leases expired.
There was no hope whatever of this proposal being carried in another place,
as it had been disagreed with by a large
majority. He might mention that the
:JIinistel' of Lands had made a promise
that during the next recess he and several
others of the Ministry would visit the district and inquire into the necessity for
this provisioll. He begged to moveThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

'1'he Hon. A. 'VYNNE said he would
urge the Council not to insist on its
amendment, as the Minister of Lands had
promised to inspect the district and to
consider this proposal favorably if he was
j llstified in doing so. rrhere were about
three years more before the leases ran out,
so that there was no hurry in dealing with
the matter. rrhere was no chance whatever of another place adopting the provision, which was rejected there by two to
one, and it was a pity to imperil a Bill
which would do a great deal of good to a
large number of people.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
that the Council was practically unanimous in desiring this new clause, in order
to do justice to a gentleman to whom this
colony was very largely indebted for
the settlement of the mallee. The Solicitor-General talked about losillg the Bill,
but he (Sir Frederick Sargood) had not
the slightest fear of anything of that kind
happening. The Bill was too important
for another place to do otherwise than
agree to this clause. It was simply doing
justice to a gentleman to whom the colony
was greatly indebted.
The amendment was insisted on.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS remarked that
the llext amend ment disagreed with by
the Assembly was the omission from
clause 53 of the proposal to repeal subsection (2) of section 24 of the Mallee
Lands Act 1896. That section provided
that no land could be converted into an
agricultural allotment "within 3 miles of
the Murray River. The Government desired to repeal that provision, but the
Council did not agree. He might mel1tioll
that there were a large number of selectors who were interested in the repeal of
the provision, illasmuch as whil~ it was in
existence they could not select any of the
land near the Murray. He did not know
how the provision was first inserted iu the
original Act, but he believed it was put in
because it was supposed that the country
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at times becarne flooded. It had since
been proved that the country was not
liable to flooding.
He begged to moveThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

The Hon. J. BELL expressed the hope
that the Council would support the Ministry in this matter. There was a great
number of selectors who wished to take
up the laild within 3 miles of the Murray,
which was lying idle at present, Hud he
believed the proposed repeal of sub-section
(2) of section 24 of the Mallee Lands Act
1896 would be very beneficial.
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he hoped
the Council would insist on the amendment. They had taken this Land Bill
pretty well on trust; they had passed
nearly every clause submitted by the
GoYernment, 3,nd yet every alteration the
Council had made seemed to be objected
to ill another place. There could be no
great harm done to these selectors by
letting the matter wait for a few months,
until honorable members thoroughly understood what was proposed. Another
Bill could easily be brought in next
session if this repeal 'vas necessary.
The Hon. E. MOREY said that he
thought a plan should have been presented showing the land in question.
There was no doubt that there was a
large quantity of land capable of settling
a very great population, and if it was
allowed to be held in large blocks it would
be a great mistake. Some day he believed
there would be millions of people on the
Murray and the Darling.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said it seemed to
him a most extraordinary thing that they
should try and bar people from getting
near water, seeing that the greatest
trouble in Australia was to get water to
the people. 'What was the use of living
up in this locality if the settlers could not
get near the water ~
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that this, question was fully debated on
the 20th of Febrllary, 1896, when the
Mallee Lande Act was being passed. There
ml1::!t have been some good reason why
this sub-section was inserted in the Act,
and before it. was struck out it was the
duty of the Ministry to explain why it
was inserted, and why, after some four
years, it should now be sough t to be
repealed. Personally he (Sir Frederick
Sargood) knew nothing about the matter.
The Hon. E. MILLER observed that
he was in. fa vour of settling pe@ple on the
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Murray River, and he did not see why
the Council should insist on its amendment.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR stated that
perhaps the honorable gentleman (Mr.
Phillips) would say whether, if the Council
agreed to the amendment settling these
people within 3 miles of the Murray,
'the selectors would be given 40 years in
which t.o pay for the land.
He (Mr.
Balfour) had understood that Olle reason
why this provision was inserted in the
Mallce Lands Act was because it was
thought that the land was too good to be
gi ven a way at the same price as ordinary
land.
The HOll. P. PHILLIPS remarked that
the effect of the repeal of this provision
would be to enable people to take up
agricultural allotments within 3 miles
of the Murray, and they would have the
option of paying for the land either in
twenty or forty years.
The amendment was not insisted on.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS observed that
the Council had omitted clause 68, and
the Assembly had disagreed with the
amendment
That clause provided for
the abolition of interest in connexion with
the swamp lands at Koo-wee-rup. He
begged to moveThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES said this was
another of the few amendments made by
the Council which was disagreed with by
the Assembly. It meant virtually saying
that the Council was to have no voice
in land legislation. He saw no reason
why the Government should forego interest in conllexion with the purchase of
swamp lands any more than in connexion
with the purchase of land for closer
settlement.
The Ron. W. McCULLOCH remarked
that it was scarcely fair for Mr. Davies to
say that the Assembly had objected to all
the amendments of the Conncil.
The
large majority of the amendments had
been accepted in another place.
The amendment was insisted 011.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS stated that
the Assembly had disagreed with the
Council in the insertion of new clause B,
which was proposed by Mr. Bell. He did
hot think there was the slightest chance
of that clause being passed in another
place. It was included in the original
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Bill, but was rejected on the voices, and
had also been rejected again that night.
He begged to moveThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

The amendment was not insisted on.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Assembly with a message
intimating the decision of the House.
VOTING BY POS'l' ACT
AMENDMEN'l' BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Assembly with a mess.~ge intimating
that they had disagreed with the amendments of the Conncil.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE observed that
he would urge the honorable member who
had proposed the amendments in this Bill
not to insist upon them. Voting by post
was still in an experimental stage, and he
(Mr. 'Wynne) thought it was reasonable
that the system should have a trial as it
now stood before any extensions were
made.
He believed himself that the
system would be a great success, and that
the longer it was in force tbe better it
would be appreciated.
However, he
would be sorry to see a Bill which was
simply brought forward to correct some
errors made the medium for inserting
amendments which were not agreed to
when the original measure was before
Parliament. He begged to moveThat the Council do not insist on its amendments.

Sir FREDERICK SAHGOOD said the
amend ments were proposed by him, and
carried pretty well unanimously. The
object was to extend to the utmost the
faoility for voting by post. The Council
was desirous, as it always had been, of
giving the greatest facility for voting by
the greatest number of electors. He
regretted that another place had not seen
its way to assist the Council in carrying
out that principle. He did not intend to
press the amendments, but he hoped that
before long the other House would see
that the Council were right, and that they
were wrong.
'l'he Han. J. A. 'tV ALLACE expressed
the opinion that every facility should be
given to the people in the country districts
to vote by post. 'fo a large extent the
present Act was only for the benefit of
those in the towns, or' the neighbourhood
of towns.
'l'he amendments were not insisted on.
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l?UBLIC SERVICE
RECLASSIFICATION BILL.
The Hon. A. ",VYNNE moved the second

reading of this Bill.

He said the object

of the Bill was to enable the recommendations of the board which was appointed to
deal with anomalies in the public service
to be carried out. He would explain each
clause in detail, if necessary, in committee.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Dis~ion took plaee on clause 4, which
provided, inter alict, thatBefore making any such recommendation the
board shall give full consideration to the claims
of all other officers who apply for such-position,
and the Governor in Council may, if he think
fit, on the recommendation of the board, appoint
any such officer to such position.

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
it had been pointed out to him that the
clause, as it stood, would be very unfair to
"That was
a large number of officers.
required was that when a vacancy
occurred, that vacancy should not be filled
by the promotion of a junior over the
. heads of many seniors, simply because that
junior performed the work of the higher
office in the meantime.
A number of
acting officers were discharging certain
duties, and the clause, as it stood, would
enable them to jump over the heads of their
seniors. He therefore begged to moveThat the following words be added to the
clause :-" And in every instance where a junior
officer is recommended, the certificate of the
board be first issued certifying that there is no
senior officer available equally capable of satisfactorily performing the duties,"

I

The Hon. A. ",VYNNE remarked that a
large number of men receiving juniors'
salaries had been performing senior work
They understood the
for five years.
work thoroughly, and it would be unjnst,
if they wera the best men, for them to be
superseded by men who were simply their
seniors.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it seemed
to him that all the exigencies of the case
required that the senior should get the
first chance, if he were equally capable of
doing the work with the junior. Surely
it was a greater hardship for an equally
ca pable senior to be passed over by a j llnior
than it was for a junior to give way to an
equally capable senior. He ""ould support
the amendment.
The amendment was agreed to.
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Discussion took place on elause 8, which
providedNotwithstanding the provisions of any Act
regulation, the Goyernor in Council, on the
recommendation of the board, may, if he think
fit, appoint or promote any person at the commencement of this Act employed in the Trade
and Customs department, the Defence department, or the Post and Telegraph department
to any other position in such departments
respectively without taking into consideration
the claims of any other officer.
OL'

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD expressed
the opinion that. the latter portion of the
clause contained a. monstrous proposal.
'rhe Hon. A. 'WYNNE observed that
the cla.use only dealt with the departments
whiGh would be taken over by the Commonwealth.
The latter portion of the
clause was inserted because, if the claims
of the whole of the officers had to be
considered throughont the service, there
would be no time to do it between now
and the establishment of the Commonwealth.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG stated that
the clause contained a most arbitrary provision, and. it ought not to be passed.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
clause gave the Governor in Council
power to permanently employ a person
who had done temporary work, even
though he did not come under the Public
Service Act, and he might be placed in a
position which many people who had been
under the Act for years were not able to
obtain.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG mo\'ed..,.-That" without" be struck out, and" after"
inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir ARTHUR SNOWDEN movedThat, after the words "into consideration
the," the words" qualifications and" be inserted.
The amendment w~s ag'reed to.

Discussion took place on clause 10,
which was as follows : If any officer feels aggrieved by any decision
of the permanent head refusing to recommend
the granting of a higher rate of pay to any officer
legally eligible therefor, or any officer's promotion under the proyisions of section 12 of the
Public Service Act 1893, he may, within one
month thereafter, appeal against, such higher
rate of payor refusal to the board, which may,
if it think fit, grant such promotion although it
has not been recommended by the permanent
head.

The Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat" one month" be struck out, and" fourteen days" inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
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The Hon. A. 'VYNNE movedTha~

the words "higher rate of payor" be
omitted.

The amendment was ageeed to.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE movedThat, after "grant,"" such higher rate of
payor" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 11,
which was fiS follows : All persons who, pursuant to the provisions
of any Act of the Parliament of Victoria, have
served in South Africa or in China, and who
fulfil the requirements as to examination and
insurance for persons entering the public service, shall be entitled, irrespective of age, to be
appointed to any vacancy in such service, if
competent to fulfil the duties thereof, in priority
to all other persons whatsoever, except persons
in the public service.

Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
he was not for one moment likely to
undervalue the services rendered by
our soldier~ in South Africa, but be
thought this clause went too far. It
gave to any of th08e who had volunteered
and served in South Africa, whether they
had been to the front or not., priority in
the public service over all other persons
wbatsoever. It placed them over members of the defence force who had served
for twenty years or more. He could not
conceive that that was meant. It was rie:ht
to give credit to those who had b~en
serving the Queen in South Africa, but
this might be carried too far, and might do
an injustice to those who had done good
service to the colony for many years. He
begged to moveThat the following words be added to the
clause :-" and except members of the defence
force of Victoria who shall h:tve served in such
force for a period of not less than five years."

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved that
the amendmen t be amended by the addition of the words-" at the time of the
passing of this Act."
Mr. Davies' amendment was agreed to.
Sir Frederick Sargood's amendment, as
amended, was adopted.
Discussion took place on clause 18,
which provided, inter alia, in sub-section
(6), as follows :.Before the expiration of the period of
appointment, the permanent head shall inquire
and report to the board upon the manner in
which the employe has performed his work. If
such report be favorable, the board may authorize the re-engagement of the employe. for a
further period not exceeding six months, if his
services are required, and so on from six months
to six months, or may re-register his name for
future employment.
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Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
the original section provided that temporary officers might be employed, but
only for three months at a time, and not·
longer than nine months altogether. The
object of that was to prevent a repetition
of the scandals that prevailed before the
passing of the Public Service Act.. The
service was then crammed with nonclassified officers. There were two-thirds
of the officers who were llOt in the public
service, and it was because vf that that
the Act of 1883 was passed. Now, it
appeared to him that this clause entirely
reversed the present state of things,
because it said thatSuch person may be employed to perform
such work for any period not exceeding six
months.

There was not much objection to that
perhaps, but later on it said that-The Public Service Board may authorize the
re-engagement of the employ~ for a further
period not exceeding six months, if his services
are required, anel so on from six months to six
months.

Undei· this provision, the service WOLlld
get a large class of officers who were,
strictly speaking, not under the Public
Service Act, and were not classified. It
would be going back again to the frightful
state of affairs in which the service was
previous to the passing of the Public Service Act. It would be better that subsection (6) should stop at the word" required."
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH said that he
thought that matters were perfectly safe
in the hands of the Public Service Board.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD said that
he thought that employment of this
character might lead to permallent employmel1t.
Sit' FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
that every department liked to hnve temporary officers, because they could be dismissed, and the heads of departments had
temporary officers more under their control.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE.-A good job, too.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
that was all very well for private houses
of business, which were uuder the control
of the empl.oyer, or of partners, but he
,vould be very sorry that that state of
affairs should exist in any public institution. He begged to moveThat the following words (liues 8, 9) be
omitted :-" and so on from six months to
six months."

The amendment was agreed to.

/

544

Public Se?'vice

[COUNCIL.]

On clause 19, which was as follows : From the commencement of this Act every
officer of the Trade and Customs, Defence, and
Post and Telegraph departments shall he entitled to receive a salary equal to the highest
salary then payable to an officer of corresponding position in any Australian colony. Provided that this section shall not entitle any
officer to receive more than £156 per annum,

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that he
did not know t.hat there would be any
great objection to paying the officers the
same rate of pay as i'limilar officers received
in any of the other colonies. But this
clause provided that Victoria should pay
the highest rate of pay that was received
by similar officers in any of the colonies.
This would mean that if South Australia
paid a high rate of pay for a particular
service, and there "'as all officer in Victoria doing similar service, that officer
would take the South Australian rate of
pay. Again, New South 'Wales might
give a special rate of pay for any kind of
serviGe, aud if there was an officer in Victoria doing similar work he would take
the New South 'Vales rate of pay. He
thought this was oarrying the matter too
far. He had no objection to providing
that the officers in the Victorian service
should be paid on the whole salaries equal
to those paid in any other colony, but it
would not be right to pick the particular
serviees and high rates of pay in the
other colonies and make the pay for such
services ill t.he Victorian service equal to
those high rat.es of pay. It looked as if
Victoria wanted to stand in matters
of payment in the front of all the colonies. Possibly there were anomalies in
the other colonies where officers doing
particular work received too much.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
the clause also referred to officers "of
corresponding posit.ion in allY Australian
colony." He happened to know that in
military matters there were officerR in
Victoria with whom there were 110 corresponding officers in New South vVales.
He also happened to know that in New
South 'Yales the salaries of military
officers were generally higher than in
Victoria.
'fhe Hon. A. 'VYNNE said the object
of the clause was to obtain uniformity in
matters of salarv. It would not do to
have the postma"sters and lettter-cal~l'iers
in Victoria having one rate of pay whilst
there was a higher rate in the other colonies. There must be a uniform basis.
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Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.- W'hy ~ The
cost of living may be different.
The Hon. A. 'YYNNE said that the

cost of living might be taken as about
the same in all the Australian colonies.
Sir FREDEIUCK SAHGOOD. "":"Oh, no.
The Hon. A. vVYNNE said that it was
not desired to do any injustice to the
Victorian officers. A man doillg the same
class of work, and workillg the same number of hours in Victoria, should be paid
the same wages as a man in Sydney or
elsewhere.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that
the Solicitor-General was wrong in supposing that the rate of pay was the same
in all the colonies. In regard to mercantile work, he could inform the Honse that
the pay in Qneensland and vVestern Australia was higher than ill Victoria. What
were called tropical allowances were paid in
Queensland. If all attempt were made to
put three 'or four colonies on the same
footing, an inj nstice would be done. However, he did not. desire to move any amendment.
Di1Scussion took place on clause 20,
which was as follows : Notwithstanding anything contained in any
Act or any regulation, every person who during
the last preceding eight years has been temporarily employed in the Trade and Customs,
Defence, or Post and Telegraph departments
for a period or periods amounting in the whole
to four years or upwards shall, with'Hlt further
or other authority than this Act, he forthwith
appointed to the general division of the public
service, and shall thereupon be subject and
entitled to all the provisions of the Public Service Acts and regulations applicable to such
division.

The Hon. A. 'YYNNE movedThat the clause be amended so as to read as
follows ;Notwithstanding anything contained in any
Act or any regulation. the Governor in
Council may, if he thinks fit, on the recommendation of the board, appoint any officer
who at the COlllmencement of this Act is temporarily employed in the Trade and Customs,
Defence, or Post and Telegraph departments,
and who during the last preceding eight years
has been so employed for a period or periods
amounting in the whole to four years or
upwards, to tile general dhTision of the public
service, and such person shall thereupon be su bject and entitled to all the provisions of the
Public Service Acts and regulations applicable
to such division.

He said that under this amendment any
one who had been in the service four
years 'would be entitled to be appointed
permanently, on the recommendation of
the board.
The amendment did not go
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contained a clause that a certain sectioTh
of another Act should be amended by
increasing the sum of £100,000 to£200,000, if the Council struck out thatclause absolutely-which, he contended~
That the following clanse be inserted immediit had a perfect right to do-its action
ately after clanse 20 : There shall be added to section 7 (b) of the
was practically made a question of priviPublic Service Act 1893, No. 1324, after the
lege by another House. He mnst protest
words" commEncement of this Act," the followagainst any such proceeding. It was·
ing words "except those officers in the public
perfectly within the power of the Council.
service who qualified themselves by passing the
t:lxamination for transfer to the 5th class of the
to reject the clause in question. The only
Clerical" Division before the passing of this
ground on which the Assembly could say
Act."
that the Council could not deal with the
The provisions of this section shall take effect
clause was that it was a money clause; but
on and from the commencement of this Act.
it could never bo contended that becauseHe said that this clause was proposed to
a Bill dealing with such a. mattf'r as the- •
deal with several admittedly deserving
alteration of the land law contained onecases. Three of the officers who passed
clause relating to money, the Council:
the examination had been appointed at
could not treat that separate clause as a.
the old rates, and it was only fair to put
Money Bill in itself, and absolutely reject
the others on the same footing by enactit. l'his was a new position altogether;.
ing this provision.
and one he did not uuderstand. He
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
merely wished to say this as a kind 0'£
this clause would give to officers who
protest against the present proceeding.
had merely passed the examination and
He did not object to the second reading.
not been promoted the right to the higher
of the Bill, because the Council had accom··
rates of salary they would have obtained
plished their object, but it was accom.··
had they received promotion, and it
plished in an improper way.
might apply to a far larger number of pubSir FHEDERICK SARGOOD said he-·
lic servants than the Solicitor-General had
entirely agreed with Mr. Davies. If there
any idea of.
was one thing laid down by authorities.
'fhe Hon. J. STERNBERG stated that
on parliamentary law, such as jJfayand .
the enactment of the proposed new clause
Bourinot, it was that in a Bill of this:·
would give only two or three officers
character any specinl money clause was·
an advantage to which they were fairly
dealt with as a separate Bill,and that clause·'
entitled.
could be eithet accepted as a whole, or reThe clause was negatived.
jected as a whole, but not amended. The
The Bill, having been gone through, Council had adopted that course, which
was reported with amendments, and the was strictly in accordance with the best.
amendments were considered and adopted. parliamentary authorities, and he was:
On the motion of the Hon. A. ·WYNNE, only amazed that any legal gentleman in.,
the Bill was then read a third time and another place should so utterly misunder~
passed.
stand the very first principles of consti~·
tutionallaw on the point as appeared to.
LAND ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT have been done in this case. He (Sir'
BILL (No.2).
Frederick Sargood) spoke strongly on this
This Bill was received from the Legis- question, because he had had some little
lative Assembly, and read a first time.
experience on constitutional questions ..
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS, by leave, He felt that he might almost iuvite the·
moved that the Bill be read a second President to express an opinion on what·
was an important matter to that Chamber..
time.
'fhe Hon. J. M. D AVIES observed that He wonld ask the Minister in charge of:
he understood that this had been sent up the ]~ill if he could assure honorable memas a new Bill, because the Legislative bers that this Bill was a copy of the Bin
Assembly contended that the Council had which the Council had agreed to, subject
no right to strike ont a certain clause of to one or two small amendments 1 In
the previous Bill. Of course, he was not other words, did it carry out the wishes of
going to object to the new Bill; but it the Council (~
seemed to him to be a new idea altogether
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS remarked that,.
that" in a Bill like the Land Bill, which in reply to the question of Sir Frederick

quite as far as the clause as originally
drafted.
The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. A. WYNNE moved-
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Sargood, he could assure the honorable
member that the Bill now before theHouse was exactly the same as the Bill
which left ·the Council a short time ago,
with the except.ion that this. Bill did not
contain clause 24, nor clanse 33A, which
was the clause proposed by Mr. Pratt.
It also contained clanse 68, which the
Council had ubjected to. These were the
only differences between the Bill which
left the Council and the Bill 110W before
honorable members.
Sir FR.EDERICK SARGOOD stated
that, with regard to the clause concerning
Mr. Lascelles, the Council insisted on the
• amendment, and rightly so.
He was,
however: informed by an honorable member who was able to speak wit.h knowledge
of the matter that Mr. Lascelles was now
satisfied with that clause being struck out,
.as other arrangements were being made.
Under these circumstances, he did not
think the Council was called upon to in; sist on the retention of the clause.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discllssion took place on clause 68,
'which was as follows : ·
~otwitbstanding anything in the Land Acts
· 'Contained, where any additional land is granted
under a conditional purC'hase lease to the holder
· of a permit or lease under the Settlement on
Lands Act 1893, no interest shall be charged on
the purchase money of such land.

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
ihe still had an objection to this clause.
It was the clause which enabled i;he Go. 'Vernment not to charge allY interest on
. the purchase money of the swamp la.nds.
He understood that an agreement had
·been made with certain village settlers on
account of the high price that was charged
. for the land that the Government would
not require them to pay any interest. He
-did not wish to put the Government in any
fix but the clause related to other than
th~ Koo-wee-rllp Swamp lands. He merely
wished to say that he was not satisfied
-with the proposal. 'rhe numbers. were
:against him, and he must content hImself
'With entering this protest.
The Bill, having been ~one through,
was reported to the House Wlt hout amendment, and the l"eport watS adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. P.
PHILLIPS, the Bill was read a. third time
and passed.

Arnendntent' Bill .

SAVINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT
. BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Assembly, with n message intimating· that th~y had disagreed with the
amendment of the Legislative Council
because snch amendment involved an
alteration of an A.ct which appropriated
public -money, and that the Legislatiye
Assemblv did not deem it necessdry to
offer any further reasons than the above,
which they hoped would be sufficient..
The Hon. A. \VYNNE moved-That the amendment be not insisted on.

Sir FREDER.IGK SARGOOD stated
that he did not want to go into the
details of this matter. He could only say
that he was surprised that another place
should have sent up snch a message. He
felt it to be his duty to urge the House to
insist on the amendment.
'
The amendment was insisted on.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Assembly with a message
intimating the decision of the House.
PAHLIAMENTAR.Y ELECTIONS
BILL.
On the ordet' of the day for the second
reading of this Bill,
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD stated
t.hat this Bill had been sent up from the
Legislative Assembly, relating to parliamentary elections. 1'he object of it was
to follow the legislation of the old conntry,
commellced in 1882 and amended in 1896,
with a view of putting au end to the fearful waste of money in connexion with parliameritarv elections. The Bill was introduced last session and was very fully dis .
cHssed. Some rather important alterations had since then been made in the Bill,
and it had again been passed by the Legislative Assembly. He did not know what
the wish of honorable members was in
regard to it. Personally he was inclined
to think that it would be an improvement
on the present law, but he admitted that
it was somewhat late to attempt to deal
with so important a measure. If the
House was prepared to consider the
measure, he would proceed to move the
second reading.
The Hon. A. WYNNE sa.id he would urge
Sir Frederick Sargood not to proceed with
so important a measure at that late hour.
It would affect members·of the Legislative
Conncil more than members of the Legislative Assembly. Ow-iug to th~ size of
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the various provinces, it would be imRECLASSIFICATION BILL.
possible for a man to contest an. election
and to do the necessary canvassing on the
This Bill was returned from the Legis-small Sllm mentioned in the Bill.
lativeAssembly, with a message intimating
Sir' FREDERICK SA-RGOon. -Can vassing that they had agreed .to some of the
is not allowed.
amendments of the Legislative Council,
. The Hon. A. 'WYNNE said that a candi- had disagreed with' others, and'. had
date could not do j llstice to himself, if he · agreed tl) other ameildments with amendwere contesting a large district, on so ments.
small an expenditure, and the Bill would
'rhe Hon. A. WYNNE observed that
simply lead to a lot of dishonesty. He the first amendment in question was that
would suggest to the honorable member made in clause 4 with regard to juuior
that he should allow the Bill to stand over offic.ers being recommended for positions
untilllext session, when it could be dealt where there might be a senior officer av.ailwith in a.. fllll House.
able and capable of dischar~ing the duty
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that satisfactorily. N ow, the Government felt
he was rather inclined to favour the Bill, that certain junior officers, who for many
but at the same time he thought it was · years had performed duty in a class or
too late to deal with it t.his session.
position higher than that to which they
Sir WILLIAM ZEAL stated that it were entitled, ought· to have some conwould hardly be right in the absence of sideration, and it was considered that if it
so many honorable members, and at so was requisite in every case to deal with
late a stage, to a.ttempt to pass the BiU. the question of seniority' it would be
He understood that it would practically impossible to do justice to those men who
pmhibit advertising.
had for many years filled these positions
Sir FHEDERICK SARGooD.-A candidate withollt any strong objection before or
may aid vertise.
since. The Governmen t were not, perSir WILLIAM ZEAL said that he could · haps, doing a popular thing in supporting
not expend more than £100. If there was the interests of these j nuior men, but, as
one thing that was requisite in contesting they had been working hard for a great
an election in a large constituency it was number of years, it was ouly justice that,
publioity. If the colony had to be polled when the country was iu a better position,
as one electorate £100 would not go very they should be entitled to some considerafar.
tion for their services.
He hoped the
The Hon. S. "YV. COOKE remarked that Couucil would not insist on its amendhe was inclined to favonr the Bill, but as ment, as, if it did, it might as well
there were so many honorable members strike out the clause altogether.
He
absent. he did not think it wonld be fail' begged to moveto proceed with it. now. If it were d.ealt
That the amendment be not insisted on.
with it would have to be amended in the
The amendment was not insisted on.
direction indicated by Sil' 'William Zeal.
It would be absurd for anyone to atThe Ron. A. 'VYNNE remarked that
tempt to contest a seat in the Federal the next amendment was in clause 8. The
Senate or iu the Legislati ve Council on clause originally provided that juniors
the expenditure named. At the same could be promoted "without considerillg
time, he would be glad if some means the claims of the senior officers," and this
could be devised to prevent the tremen- had been altered so as to provide that they
dous. sq~landering of money that some7 could only be promoted "after considering the claims of the senior officers." He
times took place at elections.
Sir FREDERICK. SARGOOD stated hoped the Council would not. insist on
that, after the expression of opinion from their amendment, as, if they did, it would
Sir W~illiam Zeal and other honorable be impossible to deal with these cases
rnembers, he felt that it would not be between now and the 1st of January, and
right to ask honorable members to deal he would point out that section 10 gave
with tbe Bill now, although he would any officer who was passed over a right
like to have seen it passed with certain to appeaL A.greater responsibility would
have to be taken by the board in picking
amendments.
The. ordi)r of the day for the second out the men for promotion; but, subse~
reading of the Bill was read and dis- quently, if an officer felt. that he had been
unjus.tly treated,. he would have a clear
oharged.
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right to appeal.
Tho fact was t.hat . proposed the amendment not to insist 011
unless the· clause was allowed to stand, it. He thought it was an amendment which
the result would be to block the pro- should be introduced in alllother Bill-a
motion of all those men who were justly Trustees Bill-dealing with all cases of a
entitled to it, as there would not be time like nature. At the time it was proposed
to inquire into the claims of all officers he thought it was inopportune, and
before the 1st of January next, and nfter that it was unfortunate that any amendthe departments were taken over by the ment should be proposed which rais8d the'
Commonwealth it would be too late. The question of the powers of the two Houses.
clause was dra.wn in the interests of the Just four years ago, in connexion with the
original Savings Banks Act, which was
service.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-Of some of now being amended, the same question
was raised. If the House would forego
the service.
The Hon. A. ·WYNNE said that, the nmendmen~, it could, if it chose, enter
taking the service as a whole, he believed a protest, or put something 0I'l record by
that the provision would work justly, and which its privileges would be protected.
he thought that the great majority of the He was quite sure that the Council could
at all times protect its privileges.
service were in favour of the provision.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-What is the
The Hon. J. STERNBERG stated that
this matter had been careful1y considered objection to the amendment 1
The Hon. A. WYNNE said it was an
by the Council, al!1d he thought th~
Council were justified in Htriking out the amendment of a Money Bill.
The Hon. S. W. COOKE.-How is this a
word "without" and substitutin a "after."
Unless the clause was retained in its Money Bill ~
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE said it was deamended form, a lot of men would be iujured. It was a very strange power to cided on a former occasion that the Credit
place in the hands of the Governor in Foncier Bill was a Money Bill, and, although
Council, or any other body, to promote the Council entered a protest, it was fairly
certain men without considering the claims well acknowledged that that was a Bill
of others, and he trusted that honorable which the Council could not touch, and,·
members would pause before giving way it being a Money Bill, he (Mr. Wynne)
doubted whether the Council had any
on the amendment.
right to amend it in another Bill. It
The amendment was not insisted on.
would be unfortunate if this Bill was lost,
The Hon. A. ,VYNNE observed that
as the commissioners wanted it very badly
the next ameHdment was in clause 11, and
in order to raise money on Government
related to members of the defence force
debentures with a fixed term. At present
and the returned soldiers from South
the commissioners could not get any
Africa or China having priority over other
money from the public on their bonds: as
persons to enter the public service. The
month after month scarcely any applicaAssembly had agreed to the Council's
tions
were sent in f<n' them.
amendment with a proviso, the effect of
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
which was to place the members of the
defence force and the returned soldiers if it had beem simply a question of whether
it was worth while insisting on the amendfrom South Africa or China on a precisely
ment or not, then, as far as he was conequal footing as regarded priority to enter
cerned, hewould not have insisted on it ; but
the service. He begged to move-the question had been raised whether the
That the amendment of tho Legislative AsCouncil had a right to make suchan amendsembly be agreed with.
ment, and the question having been raised
The amendment was agreed with.
he was not prepared to consent to the
claim made by the Legislative Assembly
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT as against the Legislative Council. It
BILL.
was all very well to say that they could
This Bill was returned from the Legi~ give way and protest, but that would not
lative Assembly, with a message intimat- meet the case at all. If the Government
ing that they insisted on disa~r~eing had been anxious to get this Bill through,
with the amendment made and InSIsted they could have adopted the same plan as
they did in connexion with the Land Acts
on by the Legislative Council.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE stated that he Further Amendment Bill, and sent up a
would ask the honorable member who llew Bill with the Council's clause in it,
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and the Council would then have passed
it. He (Mr .. Davies) thought it WOUld. be
a great mistake for the Council to continually back down whenever a question
of privilege was raised by another House,
if they considered that they had an undoubted right to act in the way they
did.
. Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD observed
that the objection now raised was that
this wa~ a Money Bill; because the original Bill, of which it was an amendment,
or to which it was an addition, was claimed
by another place to be a Money Bill.
The Han. A. VV YNNE.-That is not
the point at all. The point is that in
this Bill you are amending a Mouey Bill
that is already in existence.
Sir FHEDERICK SARGOOD said that,
as far as the former Bill was concerned, it
was an open q uestioll whether it was a
Money Bill or not. The Bill 'was introduced in the first instance as a State Bank
Bill by message. Subsequently, in another
place, the Bill was entirely altered, and
came to the Council in a different form.
It was therefore quite an open (}uestion as
to the exact position of that Bill. The
Council maintained thon, and still maintained, that it was not a Money Bill, bnt
as it was a very important measure they
cl.ecided to yield the point and let it go
under protest. But, even assuming that
that Bill was a Money Bill, it did' not
follow that the present Bill was also a
Money Bill. There was no clause from
beginning to ~nd which was a money
clause. In his. opinion, it would be a
neglect of the rights of the Counc"il, and
of the rights of the country in connexion
with the Constitution, for the Council to
yield on this point.
The HOll. A. WYNNE remarked that
he did not say there was' any objection to
amend this Bill; but the Council were
not merely amending this Bill; in this
Bill they were amending a Money Bill,
namely, the Credit Foncier Bill.
The Hon. S. VV. COOKE stated that
he would put a case to the SolicitorGeneral. Suppose a Bill was introduced
and passed which was undoubtedly a
Money Bill, and supposing that conseq uently machinery clauses were wanted,
and were introduced in another Bill,
could the Council not touch those clauses
because the original Bill was a Money

Bill 1
The Hon. A. WYNNE observed that
.he thought the Council had a right .to
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amend the Bill, if it were only a matter
of amendiug it, but by their amendment
they were amending a Money Bill. It
was just the same· as if they attempted
in this Bill to make an amendmeJ:l.t on
last yeaes Appropriation Act.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
it seemed to him that the claim was that
the Council might insert a substantive
clause providing that trustees might
invest in these bonds; but because they
said that a certain section of the original
Act should be amended so as to provide
for this, they were told they Gould not do
it. If the Assembly had been disposed to
meet the Council' in this matter they
could have taken the Council's amendment and amended it in the way he had
indicated. He certainly thought the
House should insist on its llmendment.
The amendment was still insisted on.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Assembly with a message
intimating the decision of the House.
CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
The Hon. A. 'WYNNE movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, 22nd January next.

He said--I thank honorable members for
the great assistance they have given the
Government in getting through the session's work. In one week we have dealt
with quite a large number of Bills, some of
them very important, and if we had not
been met in such a friendly spirit by
honorable members we could not have
done so.
During the last two nights we
have had to work under very high pressure indeed.
I have been a member of
the House for many years past, and I have
always met with very generous treatment,
both as a Minister and a private member.
On behalf of the House, I desire also to
express to you, Mr. President, our high
appreciation of the admirable way in which
you have discharged your duties in the
chait·.
rro you, and to our officers, our
thanks are due, and I wish you all the
compliments of the season.
If you, Mr.
President, should leave us to go into a
higher sphere of politics, I am confident
that you will carry with you the good
wishes of every member of the House
over which you have for so many years so
ably presided. In conclusion, I will only
say that I trust the year on which we are
about to enter will be a happy and a prosperous Olle for all.
.
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Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-I dosire to cordially indorse the remarks that
have been made by the Solicitor-General.
'fhe only exception I can take to what he
bas said about t.he large amount of work
we have had to do during the last two
days is, that tbis is not the right way in
which to do the business of the country.
I am, however, aware that the circumstanoes have been exceptional. I am
pleased to learn that the Solicitor-General
is satisfied with the manner in which tlle
House has met him. I confess that the
work has been heavy; I only regret that
we have not had a little more time in
which to do justice to it. I also join with
the Solicitor-General in thanking you, Mr.
President, for the way in which you have
conducted the business of the House. I
trust, with the Solicitor-General, that
before long you may rise to a higher
position than even that which you now
oooupy. Whilst I am on my feet I
would" also thank the offioers of the House
-the Chairman of Committees, the Clerk
of the PaTliaments, and all the officers,
high and low-for the great assistance
they have rendered to us.
The PRESIDENT.-Honorable members of the Legislative Con neil : Before
putting the motion that has been submitted by the Solicitor-General, I desire
to thank 'you most sincerely for the kind
way in which JOu have spoken of myself
and the officers of the House. I may say,
without egotism, that it has always been
our desire to do our duty in such a manner
as would enable honorable members to
carryon their laborious work in as harmonious and as expeditious a way as possible. What eyer may be our fortune
hereafter-and it may be the fortune of
some of us in this Chamber to leave the
Legislative Council of Victoria-we shall
never cease to remember the kind treatment that we ha \'e al ways received from
our feHow members. Not the least of our
regrets will be that we are parting with so
many, the va1ue of whose friendship has
been increasil1g with the years. I will
only say further that I wish yon all the
compliments of the season. I trust that
every honorable member will be spared
to appear again in his place when
next the House meets, and that they
will have the opportunity of doing
good work for the cOllntry, the interests of which they h11ve so much at
heart.
The motion was agreed to.

Commonwealth Celebrations.

SAVINGS BANKS ACTS "AMENDMENT
BILL (No.2) ..
This Bill was received from the Legislative A.ssemb1y, and, on the motion of the
Hon. A. WYN NE, was read a first time,"
and was afterwards passed .through its
remaining stages.

COMMONWEALTH OELEBRATIONS.
The PRESIDENT said he desired to
state tha;t the Usher, Mr. Woollard, was
about to proceed to Sydney to make arrangements for the reception and comfort
of honorable members who might be attending the Commonwealth celebrations.
Mr:Woollard would make his head-quarters
the Australia Hotel, and if honorable members, on arriving at Sydney, desired any
information, they would find him there.
He trusted this ulTangement would be
satisfactory to honorable nlem bel'S.
The House adjourned at five minutes
past five o'clock a.m. (Saturday), until
Tuesday, January 22.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Fridcty, December 21, 1900.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
two o'clock p.m.
VISITOR.
Sir GEORGE TURNER said he desired
to inform honorable members that the
Hon. F. W. Holder, "Premier of South
Australia, "Was within the precincts of the
House. He begged to moveThat the Hon. F. 'V. Holder be accommodated with a chair on the floor of the chamber.

Mr. GRAHAM seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
COMMON'VEAVrH CELEBRATIONS.
FREE P ASSES TO RETURNED OFFICERS. "
Mr. STANLEY asked the Premier if he
wonldissue free rail way passes to officers
returned from South Africa who wished
to attend the inauguration of the Commonwealth in Sydney 1
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I regret that
I cannot comply with my honorable
friend's request.
COPPEll MINE LEASES NEAR
VvALHALLA.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister of
Mines1. How long it is intended to grant suspen.
sions in connexion with the copper mine leases
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at Oooper's Oreek, near Walhalla, Nos. 1961
and 1962?
_2. What length of time the said leases have
been suspended -?
!{. The number of men employed on each
lease, 'and the number of suspensions granted,
and reasons for the action taken by the department in connexion with the properties?

He observed that in these cases the suspension of the labour covenants were getting altogether too bad, and were to the
detriment of the best interests of mining
progress. He hoped that the Minister
would be able to give a satisfactory reply
to the questions.
Mr. BURTON.-The al1swer~ to the
honorable member's questions are as follow:1. Any future applications for suspension of
the leases specified will be dealt with solely on
their merits.
2. These leases, since issue, have been held
under total snspension at different times for a
period of fifteen months, and under partial suspension for a term of three months.
3. In all eight suspensions have been granted,
for the pnrpose of enabling English capital to be
obtained to properly develop these mines.
From three to four men have been employed
upon the ground, but. not continuously.

Mr. A. HARRIS remarked that the
reply of the Minister was of a very
indefinite character, as no indication was
given as to what was likely to be doue.
He had hoped the Minister would have
been in a position to give a more comprehensive reply, and to say something as to
the intention of the department with regard to cO:ltinuing these suspensions.
RAILWAY EMPLOYES' HOLIDAYS.
Mr. KEAST asked the Minister of Railways whether the 25th and 26th inst.
'were gazetted pll blic holidays; and, if so,
why" were the railway employes and the
stevedores at Port Melbourne compelled
to work on both days 1
Mr. PEACOCK (in the absence of Mr.
TRENWI'l'H) said--The replies to the honorable member's questions are as follow : The railway employes at Port Melbourne
pier will have to work on 25th and 26th inst.,
to get the mail boats loaded and unloaded.
At Williamstown pier, the agents, &c., have
decided not to work on Christmas Day, but
will do so on Boxing Day, consequently the
railway staff there will have to do the same.
Mr. KEAs'f.-Is not that very unfair ~

Mr. MAUGER.-They should be given
another day.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I will take that into
consideration, and speak to the commissiOller about it.
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MANUFACTURE OF STEEL RAILS~Mr. FOSTER (in the absence of Mr.
Snll'l'H) asked the Minister of Railwayswhether he would, in the next contract for
steel rails, stipulate that Victorian mal1U~
facturers should have the opportunity of
tendering, in order that the rdils mightbe made in the colony 1
Mr. PEACOCK (in the absence of Mr.TRENWI'l'H) said-The Commissioner of
Rail ways has supplied the followinganswer to the question:There has never heen any objection hy thedepartment to Victorin.n manufacturers tendering. Every reasonable encouragement will be
gi ven to enable the rails to be made in the.colony.

DEFENCE UEPARTMENT UNDER
THE COMMONWEALTH.
Lieut.-Colonel REA. Y asked the Pre'-mier the following questions : l. In view of clause 114 of the Commonwealth
of Australia Oonstitution Act, does he exp:ct
that the Oommonwealth Government will issue a proclamation taking over the Defence department immediately after the inauguration of the Commonwealth?
2. In order that their status may be assured,
will the Minister of Defence take immediate
action with a view (,f providing that certain
non-commissioned officers permanently em-ployed in the defence force may receive deserved promotion to commissioned rank before the Defence department passes to the Commonwealth?

He remarked that he wished to know,,_
in the first place, whether the PremieL'thought that under the operation of this·
clause there was any immediate likelihood of the Defence department going
over to Commonwealth control, and, contingent on that occurring, whether theMinister of Defence was prepared to takesome necessary action which would insure
the rights of some of our non-commissioned officers, who should recei-Ve a
higher status before being transferred.
He might state that the regulations of the
military service of Victoria debarred noncommissioned officers on the permanent
staff from beillg promoted to the rank of
officers. There was no possibility of a.
man who gave service other than as an
officer getting into anyone of the permanent appointments in the defence
It might be
force of this colony.
within the knowledge of the head of
the GoY(~rnment that there had been an
exception to this rule not so long ago.
This exception involved, he thought, a
violation of the regulation. He desired
to ask the Premier whether he could not
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.see his way, if he could not insure these
promotions, at least to have the l:e~ula
tiol1s so reframed that when the J\iImster
<of Defence of the Commonwealth took
over the management of our military
,business, he would administer in Victoria
l'egnlations which would admit of these
men getting their promotions.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-With regard
"to the honorable member's first qnestion,
I may state that it is impossible for any
one to say what the Federal Government
~viIl do.
The sections are a little inconsistent, but it seems to me that some
-proclamation will have to be issued, and
'we may assume that that proc]amat~on
will be issued within a reasonable perIOd
:tfter the 1st of January next. W"ith
regard to the second q nestion, the answ~r
furnished by the Defence department IS
that the establishment of officers is at
present complete, with the exceptio~ ~f Ol~e
permanent adjutant, and that posl.tlOn IS
-bein o' kept open so that the claIms of
<Qffic;rs who have been in South Africa
'may be considered. I may state, however, that I will promise to take an op-portllnity of discussing this matter w.ith
the Minister of Defence, and placmg
before him the views expressed by the
honorable member. I confess that I do
not myself understand the intricacies of
the Defence department.
-FIFTH BATTALION INFANTRY
BRIGADE.
Mr. BAILES asked the Chief Secretary,
'for the Miuister of Defence, the following
questions : 1. If the officer commanding the 5th Battalion
of the Infantry Brigade has passed all the ex.aminations necessary to the holding of a commission as major?
2. If not, how often has he fa.iled ?
3. vVhat was the date of his last failure?
4. 'Vhen it is proposed to give him another
''Opportunity of passing?

Mr. PEACOCK.-The answers to the
honorable member's qnestions are as fol·
.low:1. No.
2, Twice in riding.

.3. December (this month).
-4. A month hence.
GOVERN~:[ENT FREEZING
CHAMBERS AT NEWPORT.
Mr. BAILES (in the absence of Mr.
13ENNETT) asked the Minister of Railways
what were the terms upon which the Government Freezing Chambers at Newport

Chambers at lYewpo1't.

were leased, and when would the said lease
expire 1

Mr. PEACOCK (in the absence of Mr.
TRENWITH) said-The reply to the honorable member's question is as follows : The lessee pays a rental of £650 per annum,
also taxes and insurance premium for £5,000,
and paints buildings inside and out at specified
inten'als.
'
Under provisions of . th.e lease the l~ssee
spent a considerable sum ill ~mproved macllln~ry
during the earlier years of Its currency, whIch
is from July, 1894, to July, 1915.

ASSISTANCE TO SHIItES IN
MOUN'f AINOUS DISTRICTS.
Mr. NICHOLS asked the Minister of
Pliblic Works if he would continue the
special grant of £150,000 to assist the
local bodies of 4th, 5th, and 6th class
shires to make and maintain roads in the
mountain districts of those shires; or, if
not would he recommend to Parliamt;)nt
an increase of the grant to 10cRl bodies,
bringing the Sllm up to the original grant
of £310,0001 He observed that his reason
for puttin o. the question was that, throughout the ~ountainolls districts of Gippsland generally, owing to the shocking COlldition of the roads, a large number of the
farmers were being driven off the land,
owinO' to the fact that for five months
every year they were denied reasonable
possibilities of bringing their produce to
market.
Silo GEORGE TURNER.-There is n"o
doubt that the people in these mountainous districts are entitled to every consideration which the Government can
extend to them. That was shown some
time ago by Parliament providing
£150000 to be allocated at the rate of
£50,000 a year for three years. I am not
aware that the whole of that has yet been
allocated; but, if it has, serious consideration will have to be given by the
Government and the House to the devising of some further means of assisting
these poorer shires. It is weJl known
that I have always held that the municipal endowment should ~e confin~d to the
poorer shires only. I tned to brmg about
that on one occasion, but the Honse overruled me. W'ith regard to enlarging thtl
municipal subsidy to £310,000, that .will
be a matter for the Treasurer to conSider
in framin o' his Budget speech next year j
but I ma; say that I think myself th.ere
is very little chance of any increase bemg
made at the present time.
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FORTNIGHTLY PAYMENTS.
Lieut.-Colonel REAY asked the Minister
of Rail ways the following questions : 1. Is it his intention to give effect to resolutions passed in the first session of the last
Parliament in regard to fortnightly pay, four
holidays per ~~nnum, and certain passes to
casual employes who have been twelve months
in the service?
. 2. ·WhY, ill regard to the payment for overtime, is a period of nine hours made a day's
work at suburhan railway stations, although
eight hours of like employment is regarded as a
day's work at metropolitan stations?

Mr. PEACOCK (in the absence of Mr.
TRENWITH) said-The answers of the
commissioner to the honorable member's
questions are as follow:1. The system of payment fortnightly is being
extended as circumstances permit, and a further
considerable instalment will be arranged for
next month; hut, as previously explained, delay
is being caused by ' . .·ant of room. Owing to the
uncertainty of their employment the commissioner does not see his way to give holidays 'and
passes to casuals; but anangements have been
. made to allow those who have been employed
for not less than two years to obtain privileged
tickets for themselves and wives at reduced
rates.
2. The work at the metropolitan stations,
such as Flinders·street, Princes·bridge. and
Spencer-street is continuous and more arduous
than at suburban stations. Eight hours is the
hasis of a day's work at the metropolitan and
nine hours at suburban stations.

~

RAILvVAY LANDS ACQUISITION
ACT.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Premier if
he would, next session, introduce a Bill to
amend the Railway Lands Acquisition
Act1
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The matter
with regard to the Railwu.y Lands Acquisition Act is of considerable importance.
I have heard objections, not only to the
procedure nnder it, but to the principle
of the Act, and, no doubt, the Government will take an opportunity dll1'ing
the recess to consider the whole matter and
ascertain whether any, and if so what,
alterations should be made in the law.
COMMONWEALTH ELECTIONS.
FREE PASSES TO CANDIDATES.

Mr. PRENDERGAS'r stated that, by
leave, he wished toaskthe Prernierwhether
he would not grant free railway passes
to any gentlemen who desired to contest
seats either in the Senate or the House of
Hepresentatives, thus placing those candidates on the same footing as members of
the . .,ictoriall Parliament who also desired
to contest seats for the Commonwealth
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Legislature ~ In Western Australia a
similar question was asked of the Minister
of B,ailways, and he stated in reply that
he had been already considering the
matter, and would do all he could in
the direction suggested. He (Mr. Prendergast) suggested that it would be perfectly reasonable to grant these passes,
because doing so would merely place any
outside candidate on precisely the same
footing as Members of Parliament, who
had free passes already. The proposal
would C08t the Government practically
nothing at all, because the candidate
would only be occupying a seat in a railway train which would, in any case, be
travelling along the line on which he
wished to go.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I have had
no opportunity of considering this question, which opens up rather a large issue.
It is true that in connexiOll with the COllvention we did give free passes to candididates; but if we were to give free passes
ill cOIlllexion with the federal elections
the next step would be to give free passes
in conl1eXiOll with our local pa.rliamel1 tai.·y
elections, and no one knows where the
system would stop. The honorable member says that the H.ailway department
would lose nothing by this, bnt I would
point ont that the department would lose
the amount which these people would
have to pay for travelling on the railways.
The proposal is one to which, at present,
I am not favorably disposed, bnt it might
be a matter for consideration latter on.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
suggest that if free passes were not
issued to outside candidates, then Members of Parliament should be prevented
from nsing their passes in contosting seats
for the Commonwealth Parliament.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Dr. MALONEY stated that he desired to
make a personal explanation. In the parliamentary report in the Age, of "\Vednesday,
19th December, he was accused of crying
out "Ra, ha, ha!" when the hOlll)rable
member for Melbourne East (Mr. Anderson) was speaking. That was absolutely
untrue. He did not interject at all until
he considered that he was attacked, and
then he hit back, and the honorable member for Melbourne East hit ba.ck equally
well. He and the honorable member were
too good friends privately even to allow
a mistake of this kind to interfere with
their friendship, but he would ask the

554

[ASSEMBLY. ]

reporter to be more careful in future than
to accuse him of offering 'fin inSillt to a

private friend.
There was another paragraph, concerning ,,;hich he only wished
to say that, while he had the fullest
sympathy with anyone suffering from
intirmity of body~ he might point bnt that
infirmity of body sometimes caused an
infirmity of mind, which led persons to
distort facts which, at other times, 'they
would judge fairly.
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
On "General Business-Notices of
Motion "-being called on,
Sir GEORGE TURNER said he would
suggest that it would be advisable, in the
interests of private members, if they endeavoured to deal with the ,second reading
of some of the Bills which were on t.he
business-paper, as, if some of those Bills
were read a second time the honorable
members in charge of them would be able,
at the commencement of next session, to
take them up at the same stage. As he
had previously mentioned, an early opportunity-in fact, the first fortnight of
next session-would be given to private
members, so that they might have an
opportt'mity of dealing with their measures.
Under the present system of taking
notices of motion and Bills on al ternate
'Wednesdays, private members had very
little chance of getting their Bills through
before the end of the session, when
another place had no time to deal with
them. If, however, the Bills were passed
in the first week or fortnight of the
session, then another place, while waiting
for Government business from the As6embly, ,vould be able to deal with
private members' mearmres. He begged
to moveThat" General Business-Notices of Motion"
-be postponed until after orders of the day.

Mr. McLEAN remarked that with regard to the first notice of motion on the
paper, in the name of Mr. Langdon-a
motion regarding the handling of grain
in bulk-the honorable member for
Korollg, who had been called away, had
expressed the opinion to him that it was
too late to proceed with the motion at
the end of the session, because even if a
seltlct committ.ee were appointed it would
expire when the session closed. The hOllorable member also asked him to ask if the
Premier would have the matter 10G>ked
into during the recess.

J!-ernbe?'s' Business.

Sir ,GEOUGE TURNER stated that, as
soon as the Government got the report of
the-Commissioner of Ra.ilways, they would
a:ppointa sub-committee of the Uabinet to
investigate the whole matter..
Mr. 'PRENDERGAST said he would
ask the Premier to permit SUGh mQ)tions
on the notice'paper as could attain
finality by being dealt with to be' disposed
of. If private members' Bills could not
be finally dealt with this session, he did
not see that there would be much ad vantage in proceeding with them only as far
as the second reading, as they could be
just as well taken up at the initial stage
next session. T.here was Ol1e motion on
tbe paper which could be dealt. with
finally-he referred to his motion that all
servants 'of the State be paid fortnightly.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.~ We will investigate that matter when the House rises.
It must b43 remembered that we have been
in the Honse almost sinoe we have been
in office.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that if
the Premier promised to in vestigate the
matter he would be satisfied. Another
motion which he had on the paper was
with regard to the Employer~' Liability
Act, which would expire next year.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Tbat "ill be attended to, of course.
Mr. MURRAY expressed the opinion
that the notices of motiou WE:re, 011 the
whole, of greater importance than pri.,
vate members' Bills, which could only be
read a second time. Something could
be effected by passing a motion, but
nothing cOllld be gained by simply passingthe second reading of a Bill which was
not intended to be proceeded further with
this session. He had a motion with regard to the reduction of the charge for
telegrams on nille words to 6d., ill connexion with the introduction of the penny
posta.ge, and he would like to elicit from
the GO\'ernment if they were inclined to
concede this rec nction. He believed it
would be very profitable to the State, as
it would increase the number of telegrams
at least three or four times what it was
now.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-That is a matter
which will require some consideration
before we can give an allswer to it.
Mr. LEVIEN stated that he thought it
was hardly fair to propose to change the
whole course of priva ' e members' business.
The Government had a perfect right to
change the course of its own bUl:liness, but
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he did not think the 'proposal to pass ()ver
notices of motion and proceed with Bills
was a fair Ol1e. Many honorable members
might have left und·er the belief that it
would be quite impossible for their Bills
to be reached that night.
He thought
private members' business should be taken
as it 'appeared on the notice-pap~r.
The motion was agreed to.
'TRAMWAYS ACT (ST. KILDA)
EXTENSION BILL.
On the order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill,
The SPEAKER said-In my opinion
this is a private Bill, and it will be necessary for the .honorable member in charge
of it to move that it be treated as a public
Bill.
Mr. BENT movedThat the Bill be treated as a public Bill.

Mr. TAVERNER seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
Mr. BENT then moved the sec':md reading of the Bill. He said-Under the Local
Government Act nearly every district in
the colony has a right to delegate either
to a company or a person the right
to make tramways in that distriet,
but under the Tramways Act 1890, the
Melbourne Tratnway and Omnibus Com~
pany cannot make tramways in certain
dist.ricts. The district to which I particu·
larly refer is llot permitted to give a
delegation of this kind, and I now ask
that the same powers be given to the district of St. Kilda as are gi ven to other
districts of the colony. I may mention
that three parts of the proposed line will
run in the electoral district of Brighton,
although in the city of St. 'Kilda; the
other part-about a quarter of a mile or
half-a-mile - is in the electoral district
of St.. Kilda.
The town of Brighton
has a right to delegate powers, but as
regards this litHe bit of the line, there is
no power of delegation in consequence of
the Tramways Act. I therefore now ask
that the same right shall be given to
the St. Kilda Council as other districts
have. I may state thnt some time ago
a joint committee was appointed by
the Brighton Council and by the St.
Kilda Council for the purpose of taking
into consideration this Bill. That committee agreed upon the Bill being pro-ceeded with, and it was handed over to
the present Premier, whose name, with
that of Mr. Peacock, appears upon it. In
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consequence, however, (If the right honorable gentleman having become Prc'mier
he could not take charge of the Bill, and
I have obtained leave to introduce it.
There is one part of the schedule-the
first part-to which there may possibly
be some objection, judging ftom what has
been said by the Minister of Railways
with regard to the construction of a railway line along the beach to Brighton;
but the other two parts of the schedule
have nothing to do with the railway. I
hope, therefore, the House will allow the
Bill to go into committee pro forma, and
I will agree to have the first part of the
schedule struck out.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER.-It istruethat
I gave notice to introduc.e this Bill, having
been req uesMd to do so by some of the
residents of my district; but at the last
meeting of the St. Kilda Council a resolution was passed declaring that in
their opinion the Bill .should not be proceeded with at present. There are also
very strong objections offered by the
Railway department. I may say, however,
that I see 110 objection to the Bill going
into committee pro form!'i on the distinct
understanding that it proceeds no further;
because in comrnittee it will be quite COll1petellt for us to strike out all or any of the
lines of tramway proposed in the measure.
One certainly will have to be struck out,
and the others mayor may not be. 'Ve
have not only to consider the position of
the .residents of St. Kilda and Brighton,
but also to consider the position of the
Railway department. Under these circumstances, if the honorable member is prepared simply to take the second reading
and allow the eommitGee work to remain
until the matter has been fully investigated, I do not see any objection to that
course.
Mr. McLEAN.-vVould not the fact of
our agreeing to the second reading be
prima facie evidence next sessi':m, if the
Bill is taken'up at the same stage, that
we had considered it and approved of it?
Sir GEOB,GE TURNER.-Not necessarily so. The whole matter depends on
the schedule. There are three lines in the
schedule, two of which, I believe, are U11objeationable. The third, of course, is
very objectionable from a railway point of
view, and also from the point of view that
it might ultimately block the construcThe merc
tion of the Elwood line.
taking of the second reading, on the under"
stall ding that we proceed no further, will
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not commit us to the Bill.
There
can be no objection to giving the council
power to delegate, but we ought not to
give them power to delegate with regard to
any lines which might interfere with our
railway construction until we have given
full conoideration to the matter.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-All the Tram·ways Acts that have been passed are
pri vate Acts. If this measure offers to
any company-.
Mr. BEN'I'.-There is no company at all.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST--If 110 permission is granted to any company, and the
matter comes before the House before. any
company obtains any privilege, I do Hot
object to the Bill going through.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I would ask the honorable member in charge of the Bill
whether the company could build the line
if called upon ~ One of the clauses states
that the town of St. Kilda may obtain permission, but if the to\vn of St. Kilda did
not desire to go on with the work, could
the Tramway Company carry it out?
Mr. BEN'l'.-N 0 j the local councils have
to determine who is to do it.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Could they delegate
their power to the Tramway Company 1
Mr. BENT.-They could delegate it to
anybody .
.Jill'. BEAZLEY.·-If the object is to
give to St. Kilda the power to make tramway lines in their district, I do not see
any objection to it. I a·pprove of the
municipalities or the Government carrying
out these works, bnt if, under the power
given by the Bill, St. Kilda may delegate
its power to the Tramway Company, and
give them the right to construct the line,
we shall require other cOllditions to be
attached. First of all, ,,'e shall require
conditions as to whether the line will
ultimately be handed over to the municipalities, and we shall also require the
attachment of labour clauses.
If St.
Kilda itself, or the Government, is to carry
out the work, I shall be satisfied. Otherwise I shall not be prepared to vote even for
the second reading, if the company are to
take the line ovel', without knowing what
are the conditiolls.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I would be quite
willing to support the second reading of
the measure if it were a municipality
which was going to constrnct the tramway, but clause 1 statesThis Act may be cited as the Tramways Act
1900, and sha.ll be read and construed as one
with the Tramways Act 1890.
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Every honorable member knows the controversy we had in the House regarding
the interpretation of the Tramways Aet
of 1890, and I, for one, will certainly not
vote for any Bill of this character, which
is to be read and construed in the same
way as that Act. I, in connexion with
any future Tramways Act, or extension of
any of our tram lines necessitating an Act
of Parliament beillg brought ill, should
certainly desire to see that the labour
clauses were properly defined, so that
there could be no misinterpretation of
them. The rights :,llld privileges of the men,
and the hours of labour they work, should
also be properly defined in the measure.
There is a certain vagueness about section
62 of the Tramways Act 1890. Honorable
members who were present at that time
know the great controversy which took
place over that section as well as over
section 26, and they will know the vagueness which exists with regard to the
labour clauses. I, for one, would certainly
not sanction or even vote for the second
reading of any Bill of this character
unless the labonr clauses were properly
defined. I would, however, support such
a Bill if the labour clauses were properly
defined, and if the proposed tram way were
constructed and worked by the municipality.
Dr. MALONEY.-I have taken an
interest in the Bill since it has been circulated, and I have also made inquiries,
and I understand that this is reallv one of
the first experiments, which may ~orne to
a successful issue, of a municipality constructing a tramway. I have also conversed with the honorable member for
Brighton, arid I understand that he supports the idea of the eight hours system
and a minimum rate of wages being ineorporated in the Jlleasure. Of course that
would remove the many objections which
have been rightly urged against the
infamous system pursued by the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company.
Further, I should hope that the Governmell t, in view of the splendid results of
the tramway system of New South 'Vales,
would assist the municipality, so that at
all events any further extensions of our
tramways, if not actually Statfl-Qwned, may
be semi-State owned. I have no objection
to the second reading of the Bill, and
will "ote for it, but in committee I propose
to move the insertion of labour clauses.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-This very simplelooking Bi~l has met with more opposition
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tlian the honorable member for Brighton
anticipated.
When I first saw it I
thought the honorable member was
moving in the interests of the municipalities of St. Kilda and Brighton. I believe that is not so.
Mr. BENT.-"Vhy not 1
Mr. J.HARRIS.-Because the Premier
told us that the municipality of St. Kilda
does not agree wi th the Bill.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I told the House that a
committee of both councils agreed to it.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-Weare told one
thing by the honorable member, and
another by the Premier; I do not know
who is correct. I am inclined to support
the second reading. I find, however, that
the honorable ft'lember for Carlton and the
honorable member for Melbourne 'Vest
say that they will oppose the motion
unless certain labour cIa-uses are inserted.
I do not think that this Bill emanates
from the Tram way Company. The Tramway Company has not been consulted
in the matter. It is simply a matter
between the municipalities of St. Kilda.
and Brighton. Personn,lly, I should be
glad to see the Bill go into committee, and
I think it should stay there. I do not
know that the honorahle member for
Brighton will gain much by that being
done. This is no doubt an important Bill,
and no doubt the people of St. Kilda and
district are in favour of it, but I reany
think the honorable member for Brighton
would be wise in withdrawing it at the
present stage. I can assure him that
honorable members all round the chamber will assist him next session in passing
it.
Mr. METHVEN.-I take it that the
object of the introduction of the Bill is
simply to give the St. Kilda Council a
similar power to that which has already
been given to other municipalities. We
have several private Tramways Acts in
existence, in which power is given to
municipalities which are specified and
named. ~n the electorate I represent, we
have two private tramways which were
constructed with the consent of the local
council-one at NOl'thcote, and another at
Auburn. Seeing that the Tramway Company and the rrramways Trust cannot
extend our present tram way system, I
think the power asked for by the honorable member for Brighton ought to be
given. The time has arrived when our
tramway system requires to be extended.
The Tramways Trust has not the. power
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to extend the present system-. Therefore,
the next best thillg to do is to give the
municipal councils power, either to constrnct lines themselves, or to delegate
their power to a private company or individual. Seeing that other municipal councils have already obtained that power, I do
not see why tho St. Kilda Council should
be placed in a different position.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discussion took place on clause 2, providing that certain corporations might
apply f~r orders under the Tramways Act
1890, authorizing the construction of',
tramways.
t,
Dr. MALONEY remarked that h~
would suggest tha.t the following words
be added to the clause : Provided that no.aQ,Ql-4;",sball be employed for
more than eight hours per day, or for more than
six days in ~h week",<at a minimum wage of
£22s. per week. No overtime to be permitted
except under exceptional circumstances, and all
such overtime payment shall be made on the
basis of time and a half.

'A~"

R'

??

.

'1'he sworn medical testimony gi ven before' ~ f ~ ~
a recent Royal commission showed con:', <" '
clusively that the calling of tramway: '
employes was an unhealthy one. That· (' .
was proved conclusively by the latest iJ. '"
data which could be garnered from t lall European countries, and especially {v
from America, where the cable system
was carried out to perfection even before
it reached our shores. Again, it had been
shown clearly that the Tramway Company
had broken the law for many years in
their treatment of their men.
The evidence to which he had referred showed
that those ,vho were employed were peculiarly liable to nervous diseases. He
himself knew of several men, one of whom
came out as an emigrant to 'Vestern
Australia, who, although at one time
strong and healthy, had been fairly well
broken up after seven and a half years of
service ill the Tramway Company. The
Tramway Company stated that their men
only worked eight hours a day at present,
but, as a matter of fact, they did not.
His amendment would allow the workmen
one day's rest in the seven. Any tramway man who had sufficient confidence to
approach an honorable member would tell
him that his health was rapidly failing
under the present system of carrying on
the tramways. The men were the pick
of the community. He was glad to see
that the Railway department was opening
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l1P positions for them, and he could assnre
the Minister of Railways that any man
who had served in the Tramway Company
would become a model public servant..
. Mr. BEN'r said he fully indorsed the
pemarks of the honorable member for
Melbourne W cst; but., as there were some
fifteen Bills to follow, and the Premier
had been good enough to allow his to take
precedence, an.d as the Railway departmen t had promised to take the matter
into consideration, he did not think he
should force himself any further upon the
attention of the House. Under the circumst atlces, he begged to moveThat the Chairman report progress.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS
(REGISTRATION OF CLAIMS) BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they insisted on their amendment
with which the L~gislative Assembly had
disagreed.
Sit" GEORGE TURNER said he re~
gretted that the Legislative Council still
insisted upon their amendment. They
seemed determined to fix the age at 65
years. He should have been very glad illdeed if inquiries conld have been made
with regard to our old people over 60
years of age, but as the information would
be available in regard to those over 65
years of age, he thought that no other
course was open but to accept the amendmen t or to let the Bill go. He therefore
movedThat the House does not insist on disagreeing
with the amendment of the Council.

Lieut.-Colonel HEAY remarked that he
should like to know whether the Bill \\' as
really necessary in its present form ~
'Vould not the measnre which had been
passed to provide for old·age pensions
accomplish all the purposes which the
measure now uuder discussion would
accomplish ~
The motion was agreed. to.
CLOSE OF THE SESSION.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.--Before the
nes.t business is called on, I desire to explain that I have to leave shortly- to go,
as Premier of this colony, to Sydney,
and it is usual at the close of a session.
to express.. our thanks' to the Speaker,
an.d to the other' officers of the. House;

~he

Session.

On this: occasion I desire heartily to
express the th:mks of all honorable· mem-

bers to the Speaker for the manner
in which he ha& pre~ided over our deliberatiol:1s during the few weeks we
have sat. I think we can also say that
our Chairman of Com mittees has performed his onerOllS duties in the manner in which he has always performed
them since he has occupied his present
position. In say-iug that, I think I am
paying him the highest meed of praise
possible, because we. know fnll well that
he· performs his, at times, difficult duties
in a way eminently satisfactory to all.
We also know that the officers of the
House during. this session - which has
been a rush-have also given us all the
assistance they possibly could. In those
. remarks I include the Hcmsard staff,
and even the strallger who has been
within our gates for the past few days.
To honorable members I have to COllvey my very grateful thanks for tho
kindly manner in which they have assisted
the Govemment in.carrying out tbe work
of the session. They have willingly remained here late. They have sat whenever we have asked them; and I think
they are rewarded by the know ledge of
the f(tot that, during the few days we have
met, we have dOlle an immense amount of
good. We have passed a Bill which will
bring joy to a very large number of struggling old people. We have also.dealt with
the important. question of the reclassification of the public service, and I believe
we have got rid of a very large number of
the anomalies which have caused trouble
in the service for a very long time. I hope
also to !!ee the Land Acts Amendment
Bill, which is a very liberal measure, and
which will do an immense aIllount of good to
the poorer classes of our selectors and farmers, passed. Other measures of an important nature have been passed', and I think
that if Parliament could always show such
a good record as we have done during the
last few days, there would be little cause
indeed to grumble about the manner in
which we conduct onr business. I now
desire to refer to a matter pers<!mal to
myself. Honorable members are aware
that I have already declared that under
any circumstances I shall be a candidate
for the.. Federal Parliament. 'rherefore
this may, and probably will, be-if I
succeed in my electiorr, it certainly will be
--·the last occasion on which I shall have
the opportunity of speaking. to my fellow
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members in th~. Chamber. I have. oeeu-·
pieJ positions in this House for over
twel ve yea.rs, and I can only say that on
entering the Chamber I received from the
older members, many of whom are still
with us, that. assistance and support
which is always wilHngly given toa yOl\ng;
member. During the time I have been
here it has been my g00d or bad luck to
occupy very important positions, and that.
during years when we were passing through
very great depression and when the
work to be done was unpleasant and
thankless. I can say that on all occasions I have received the co-operation and
support. of honorable members in every
parI; of the House. It is true that on
many occasions we have differed with
regard to political mu.tters, but, although
we have differed, although we have
fought out various questions, I think I
can say now that, although I have necessarilya very large number of opponents,
not one of them is a personal enemy. I
hn-ve again to thank honorable members
for their kindness on many occasions. I
believe the work we have· done d IIring
the past. few days. will be beneficial to t.me
colony; and, if I do not. have the opport.unity of again speaking to my honorable
friends in this. Chamber, I will say that I
hope and trust that the Legislature of
this my nat\ve land will proceed in the
years to come in the same way as it
has been doing during the past few
years. Those who talk about federation
sometimes say that the local Parliament
will have little, if anything, to do in the
future. Those who say that are under a
misapprehension. We have still left with
us all our s0cial questions, land htws,
mining, education, and other large and
important subjects...-subjects which will
occupy the best energies of the best of men.
Altlwugh I may be absent from you, my
good wishes will always be with YOll. I
will watch whateyer takes plaee with deep
interest; and 1l0\V I wish to all, on both
sides of the Honse, a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year. It may be that
dl~ring the time I have occupied impoTtant positions in the House my temper has
not been improved. I recollect that at
one time. I had the best of tempers;
but honorable members will realize that
the times through which we ha.ve
passed have been such that they
would be trying to any man.
I then
bad brown curly locks; now what. I
have, left are rather white. If, duri~lg
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· those yearS', I have' at any' time said any.:
thing that was offensive to. any honorable
member, I can only state that it was not
· done deliberately'; it was simply done·,
perhaps, in the heat of the moment, and
i when done it was imruediatelysorrowed for~
i 1 trust that if any honorable member does
feel a little piqued at what may have
· happelled, he will be good enough tOo
· forget and forgive.
· Mr. McLEAN.-On behalf of the Oppo~
! sition I have to express our sincerp. acI
: knowledgments to yon, Mr. Speaker, for
· the uniform courtesy you have extended
i t.o llS in common with other honorable
j mtlmbers.
I have also to thank the.
· Chairman of Committees fo1:' his courtesy,
· and for' the very efficient manner in whicn
: he has ever discharged his duties. I think
i we are all indebted
to the officers of the.
! HousE', both inside and outside, for
i the
invaluable assistance they have
· ever been ready to accord to us. The
messengers of the House have al ways
been most attenth'e to their· duties and
most obliging to honorable members.
i With regard to the record of the session,
, I quite agree with the Premier that we
have established a. very good record. I
think, howeyer, that the Premier will
· agree with me that it is not a wise thing
: to rush legislation through during the
, e~rly hours of the morning. Of course,
that has been necessary during the present
session, on ~tCcount of want of time. '" e
all know that honorable members cannot
give deliberate attention to Bills during
the small hours of the morning. However, we all recognise that it. was necessary to sit late during the present week
in order t.o close the session before the
Christmas holidays. With regard to the
other matter tel which the Premier bas
referred, I feel that I am ill a position
similar to his.
I also have made up
my mind to-become a candidate fOl~
the Federal Parliament, and I can only
say that, if this is the last occasion upon
which I may have an opportunity of
meeting myoId friends ill the House,
I shall never forget the kindness I have
received n:t their hands. I have occupied
a seat. in the House now for nearly 21
years, and during the whole of that time
every Parliament with which I have been
connected has: extended to me the greatest
possible con~tesy. Although w;e may have
fought on public qnestions, I can only;·
say that if ever I had a personal enemy in
the BO,use. I never knew it. I lAope I
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have none, and that I shall be able to
leave the House with the firm conviction
that I have 110 enemy within its walls. I
shall always watch with the deepest interest the labours of honorable members.
I feel that they have very great and important duties intrusted to their care.
Indeed, the business which will go over
to the Federal Parliament, although important in its character, is small compared
with the multifarious duties which will
have to be discharged here-in fact, one
will hardly miss from the business of the
local Parliament that which will be
handed over to the Federal Parliament. I
sincerely trust that the people of the colony
will continue to send good men into both
Houses to maintain the future dest.inies of
the colony. Every honorable member
must feel that he is charged with serious
and great responsibilities in the interests
of those he represents. In conclusion, I
can only join with the Speaker in wishing
you all the compliments of the season.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I can assure you,
Mr. Speaker, that I re-echo the kind
sentiments that have been expreRsed with
regard to yourself, both by the Premier
and the leader of the Opposition. I am
sure every member of the party which I
have the honoul' to represent possesses the
same cordial feelings towards yo~nrself, the
Chairman of Committees, and the officers of
the House, who have always shown marked
courtesy to every honorable mem bel'.
r am sure we all appreciate your kindness
and your strict impartiality to every honorable member of this Chamber. We also
appreciate the kindness and impartiality
of the Chainnan of Committees. I must
express, while I am on my feet, the
deep regret that I feel at the possibility
of the House losing the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition. We shall be
losing two men of sterling merit, when
these gentlemen depart from amongst us.
They are men who have done great work
in the state Legislature. Although we
cannot but feel delighted at the prospect
of their being elevated to a higher sphere
-the Commonwealth Parliament-yet,
notwithstanding that, "We cannot but
regret the loss this House will sustain by
their leaving us. I express, on behalf of
the labour party, our feelillgs of appreciation towards yourself, sir, the Chairman
of Committees, and the officers of the
House.
The SPEAKER.-I desire most sincerely
to thank the Premier, my honorable friend
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the leader of the Opposition, and my honQl"able friend the leader of the labour party,.
for their very kind expressions of satisfaction in regard to the manner in which I have
discharged thedllties of theSpeakership. Of
course, if it were not for the assistance I
have received from honorable members,
and for the help which I am pleased to
say has always been most generously
extended to me by the offieers at the table,
r should not, perhaps, have discharged
the duties ill as satisfactory a n!anner as I
have desired to do. It is sad to contemplate that we are losing some of our ablest
men from this House, but it is satisfactory
to know that what will be our loss will be
the gain of Australia. "\Ve are glad to know
that our honorable friends will be amongst
the body of distinguished men who will
form the first Federal Parliament of Australia. Weare all pleased to know that
the Right Honorable the Premier is likely
to be associat,ed with other distinguished
politicians of Australia in the formation of
the first Federal Government. I am sure
he leaves this House amidst the greatest
possible good-will from all honorable members. As to my honorable friend the
leader of the Opposition, with whom I
have been associated for the last 30 years,
both in public and private life, I can say
that no n1an will leave this House with
greater regret on the part of those who
have been here with him than himself.
"\Vhile we are pleased that he is going to a
higher and better sphere, where he will
be able to render more national services,
we all regret his departure from the
state Legislature. 'rhere is not a man
here who does not regret, on personal
grounds, the departure of Mr. McLean
from amongst us.
I trust that on a
subsequent occasion we shall endeavour to
embody our feelings towards the Premier
and the leader of the Opposition in the
form. of an appropriate address. In conclusion, I can only say that I thank honorable member3 for the invariable kindness
I have received fl'om them since I have
had the honour of occupying the chairs of
Chairman of Committees and Speaker.
During the nine years I have filled those
offices, I have been unanimonsly elected
on three occasions. r have never had
a contest, except when I was first chosen
Chairman of Committees. Honorable members may depend upon it that I will carry
out my duties in the future impartially
towards aU sides of the House. I do not
regard myself as a partisan, 1101' do I
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regard one member of the House as any
better than another. There are, of course,
occasions when ;the leader of the House,
or the leader of the Opposition, or the
Ministers of the Crown, have to have precedence in addressing the House, but, so
far as other honorable members are concerned, they know that they will always
be impartially treated by me in the
future, as they have been in the past. I
wish to add an expression of my hope that
honorable members ,vill enjoy themsel yes
in Sydney on the occasion of the Commonwealth celebrations, and will come back to
the House next session invigorated by
their holidays, which, I understand, are
intended to be brief, as it is contemplated
to have another session early next year.
I thank the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition for the manner in which they
have spoken of"nlyself, and the Chairman
of Committees, and the officers of the
House.
I know the officers bet.ter, perhaps, than honorable members do, and I
can only say that, having known them for
the last 25 years or more, during which I
have had experience of them in Parliament, I could not wish for a more capable
body of officers. This remark applies to
the officers at the table, the Serjeaut-atArms, and the whole of the parliamentary
staff.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I desire to express
my thanks for the kind references which
have been made to me by the Premier,
the leader of the Opposition, and the
leader of the labour party.
I know it
would be impossible for me to perform
my work to the satisfaction of honorable
members unless I had their support.
Since my. electioll, every honorable member has support.ed me, and to that extent
they bave made my occupancy of office
an easy one. I have also had the assistance of the officers, but for which, I fear,
I could not have had the measure of success I have had in the chair.
I can
assure honorablfl members that I shall
always endeavour to do my duty impartially. Everyone knows I have strong
political views, but when I take the Chair
I feel that I must subordinate them in
order to carry out my work faithfully.
I think I have succeeded in showing that
I am impartial in the occupancy of that
position, and if I fail in any other way I
am sure that honorable members will give
me credit for desiring to do my duty in
as fair a way as I can. I wish honorable
members all the compliments of the
Second Session 1900.-[38]
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season, and also join the Speaker and
the leader of the labour party in expressing my measure of regret at the loss
which will be sllstained by this Parliament by the departure of some of our distinguished mem bel'S. We know the great
amount of valuable work that has been
done by the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition. Other men will rise to take
their places, but the people of the colony
and Members of Parliament will ever
remember the services they have performed in the discharge of their duty to
tnis House and to the country.
LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
MI'. BAILES moved the secoud reading
of this Bill. He said-In rising to move the
secolld reading of this Bill, I desire to
inform honorable members that it is somewhat a departure in legislation as far as
Victoria is concerned. rrhe object of the
Bill is to put an end to the iniquitous
proceedings that are canied on at the·
present tinl.e under the Licensing Act by
the establishment of what are known as
" tied" houses. As most honorable members know, a very large percentage of the
hotels of Victoria are in the hands of
brewers' syndicates. In the leasing of
those houses to the various tel1R.nts, there
is a proviso attached that all the trade
that is necessary for the tenant to engage
in shall be conducted purely and simply
in the interests of the brewers' syndicates.
This is a matter that has been a very
great evil for some years past. In many
parts of the world efforts have been made
to put. a stop to it. New Zealand, which
of all the colonies in Australasia is entitled
to credit for having enacted the most
ad vanced and beneficent legislation, has a
provision in its Alcoholic Liquors Sale
Control Act Amendment Act cilealing with
this question. The 35th section of that
Act provides as follows : No covenant or agreement, cOlldition, proviso,
or stipulation whereby any person or body
corporate is purported to be bound to purchase
beer, wines, spirits, or other fermented or
spirituous liqnors from any other person or body
corporate, Lo the exclusion of any other persons
or hodies corporate,shall, if entered into after the
passing of this Act, havc any force or validity
whatever, and every bond, bill of exchange, or
prol1lis8.0l'Y note given after the passing of this
Act for the purpose of securing the performance of any such covenant or agreement, condition, provision, or stipulation shall be void.

There are several other sub-sections dealing with the question, but the one I have

562

Landlord and Tenant

[ASSEMBLY.]

quoted gives an idea of the condition of
the law in New Zealand. In New South
'Vales the second reading of a Bill has
recently been passed upon the lines of the
New Zealand Act. I t was passed by a
majority of nearly five to one in the Legislative Assembly of that colony. Nearly
the whole of the speeches delivered on
that occasion in support of the motion
for the second reading showed a wonderful
amount of unanimity as to the necessity
for some legislation in this direction. I
have at random selected 01le quot.ation
from a speech delivered by Mr. O'Sullivall,
the Minister for Public 'V101'ks : As the law stands at present, it has the effect
undoubtedly of allowing these oppressive
monopolies to force their adulterated and
pernicious liquors upon poor hotel-keepers to
such an extent that they in turn serve the
public with a very deleterious article. The
result is that the public health is becoming
absolutely enda.ngered. Anyone who doubts
this has only to travel in some of the country
districts, where they will find compounds
sold which are dangerous to human life,
and those compounds are forced upon the
hotel-keepers through the medium of merchants
or brewers who hold mortgages over them. It
is of no use hlinking the fact, a stern necessity has arisen for some reform in that direction, and I think this Bill will have the effect
of modifying that evil, if it does not eradicate it
altogether.
This Bill embodies a good reform, and,
whether the brewers like it or not, it is a
reform that must be brought about in the
interests of the public health. 'Ve have to
think of nothing here but what is good for the
public interest. The time has arrived when
not only should this trade be regulated, but we
should also insist on better liquors being sold to
the public, who often suffer very seriously
owing to vile compounds being forced upon
them.

In the House of Commons [\, Bill has been
introduced <.loaling with the subject of tied
houses. It was read a first time, and
amongst the names of members on the
back of the Bill were those of Mr. Broadhurst., Sir J. Brunner, Mr. T. Bayley, Mr.
Herbert Lewis, and Mr. Hazell. The Bill
introduced into the House of Commons is
not the Rame as the New Zealand Act,
but the effect is the same. There are
only two clauses in it, the first of which
saysFrom and after the passing of this Act any
covenant or agreement binding the holder of a
licence for the sale of ale, beer, or spirituous
liquol's for consumption on the premises to
purchase such ale, beer, or spirituous liquors,
or any part thereof, from any specified person
or persons only shall be deemed to be an unreasonable covenant in restraint of trade, and
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shall be void. Provided always tha.t this section shall not apply to any licence granted
before the passing of this Act unless and until
application shall be made for a renewal thereof.

Honorable members will, therefore, see
that this question is one of such great
importance that even in the country
where the liquor traffic has a greater hold
than in any other part of the world,
and where there is such a wonderful
amount of capital invested in it that
those connected with it have become a
great power, it has been found necessary
to introduce legislation dealing with this
subject. rro give honorable members some
idea of the extent to which this" tied"
house business is carried on, I find in the
Commercial Gazette of 3rd December, 1900,
that the notices of renewal of bills (i)f
sale number 95. The total amount of
money involved is £48,659>. Of those 95
bills of sale, 78 were from publicans, with
a total of £45,489. That is to say, 78
publicans owed £45,489 ; and to show the
extent to which the wealthy brewing firms
had a hold upon the public-houses, I may
state that one brewery alone held 57 of
the bills of sale. 1'his virtually means
that that brewery holds that number of
licences, because the tenant is bOllnd
down in such a manner that, if it is found
necessary to get rid of him, they place a
nominee in possession, get [\, temporary
licence, and so the business is carried on. If
I had expected that an opportuuity would
be afforded me this afternoon of going
on with the second reading of this Bill
I should have been in a position to submit
to honorable members a specimen of a
lease, which I am told on good :authority
contains a provision llOt only that all the
beer and spirits consumed upon the premises, but even the aerated waters, cigars,
and tea, must be taken from one or other
of these brewery syndicates. 1'here is a
schedule of prices in the lease, and in
almost every instance the price is vastly
in excess of what licensees can buy their
stuff for in the open market. It simply
means that a man without much capital
gets into the hands of one of these
breweries.
He finds, perhaps, something like £100 out of £300 that may
be required. As long as his £100
stands good he remains, but the moment
that sum is exceeded he is thrown out,
a.nd an0ther lamb is brought in to be
slaughtered. 'Ve have a right to expect
that the best article shall be sold at hotels,
and that there shall be 110 limit placed
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upon the retailer as to where he shall
buy what he sells. It is an unfair provision, and one not calculated to do any
good to the country. This Bill is in the
interests of sound government. I have
an assurance that a large number of the
brewers in the country are in favour of it,
and would receive it with open arms, that
nearly :111 the wine and spirit merchants
are prepared to support it, that the
whole of these unfortunate people carrying on business in the·" tied" houses
would support it, if they dared, and
would be delighted if the system
could be put a stop to. Furthermore,
the measure has the snpport of the temperance party, who recognise that anything
which tends to bring abont the regulation
of the liquor traffic must be for the benefit
of the country generally. I think I have
made out a case for this Bill, and that
honorable members will have no difficulty
aloout reading it a second time. vVhen we
get into committee, as I hope we shall do
next session, the various pro\·isions can be
debated ill detail. I am prepared to
accept any reasonable amendment, but
earnestly desire to carry into law the
principle of the Bill, which is the abolition
of "tied" houses.
Mr. LAZARUS.-I do not know the
reason for this departure on the part of my
colleague in the representation of Sandhurst (Mr. Bailes). As far as I can understand from the address he has delivered,
the principal reason why he brings forward
this Bill is that there is a possibility of
the general puhlic consumillg ad uHerated
liquor.;; at the places where those liquors
are sold. If that be the principal reason
for this measure, would it not be better
for the Government to take up the proposal that was submitted to this House,
when I had the honour of being a member
some time ago, by the honorable member
for Melbourne West? I allude to the Bill
which was introduced to prevent the adulteration of food and chinle That would
stop the evil of which my colleague complains.What were his other reasons for
introducing this Bill ?
Mr. BAILEs.-I have not said that that
was the reason.
Mr. LAZARUS.-I understood tlutt
what I have just explained was one of
the principal reasons my honorable friend
had for introducing the Bill. Further
than that, if the honorable member is
going to make an attack upon brewers and
"tied" houses, why does he not go fllrt hed
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'Vhy does he only pick out brewers and
hotels? He must know, as a business
man-the honorable member has been in
business himself-that it is not only ill
connexion with hotels and breweries that
this kind of practice is pursued. In all
kinds of busine:ss the same thing goes on.
Dr. MALoNEY.-Name one business
where the practice is anything like so
serious.
Mr. LAZARUS.-In connexion with
chemists'busillesses we find the same thing.
It is frequently the case for a man who
has a desire to commence business as a
chemist to go to one of the wholesale
houses and explain that he wants to go
into business, but has not sufficient capital.
The wholesale house will assist him in
stocking his shop, on the understandillg
that he will deal with that house. That is
done to a considerable extent.
Dr. MALoNEY.-There is no analogy.
Mr. LAZARUS.-The country is giving
a certain privilege to people who have
invested their money in hotel properties,
and many brewers, knowing that this
privilege exists, have entered into contracts, and have taken leases of many
hotels at ad "anced prices, simply from
the fact that they are privileged to
trade on these terms, which compel the
occupier to take their goods. They have
to pay increased prices ·to the landlords
of these hotels, because this privilege
has been allowed by the Legislature.
Are we now going by a measure of this
kind to step in and say that in twelve
months'time the agreement between the
brewer and the licensee shall become void ?
The brewer might be willillg to give £10
or £12 a week for a h011se, on the sti[Julation that he got the privilege of supplying the licensee with commodities. But
except for that agreement he might be
willing to pay only £5 a week. Perhaps the brewer has entered into a contract for ten years to take that house
from the owner at this enhanced price.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-vVith the hope of
taking down some unfortunate man who
com es along.
Mr. LAZARUS.-No, in the hope of
doing a busiuess that is allowed by the
law of thi:s country. If we helve by our
legislation permitted these things to go
on, why should we say that in twelve
months they shall cease? It will be a
confiscation of the liberty of the individual, and a confiscation of rights entered
into under contract.
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Mr. BAILES. -There is no provision in sympathize with the zeal of my colleague
this Bill about the l~ase being terminated. in this direction.
It is the tied agreement that is not to last
Mr. BROl\lLEY.-It is downright robbery.
more than twelve months, and not the
Mr. RAMSAY.-The honorable member
lease that is to be terminated. '1'he Bill does not mean to say that the temperance
has nothing to do with the lease.
party has anything to do with this Bill.
Mr. BAILES.-You let the temperance
Mr. LAZARUS.-But the honorable
member must recogi1ise that when the party speak for themselves.
Mr. LAZARUS.-rrhat is only my
individual was taking the house from the
Perhaps the
brewer, he knew exactly what he was own view of the matter.
doing. He signed the lease in an ordinary honorable member knows more of the
But,
business-like way, and read it before he views of the party than I do.
signed. If he did not read it, he should judging from the utterances of members
haNe done. 'rhe whole thing is done in of the temperance part.y with whom I
an open \Yay, and the licel'lSee should have come into contact, I have come to
know exactly \\' hat he is signing. Surely the conclusion that they are taking no
it is not to be contended by the honorable action in the matter. I know that my
member who introduces this Bill that colleague met some of the representabrewers enter into these arrangements for tives of the temperance party at the Temthe purpose of supplying bad commodities perance Hall, and the answers he got
to licensees. rrhe honorable member, I there from some of the temperance leaders
am sure, would not insinllat.a that for a may have been fn,Yorable, but as a body
moment. If a person wishes to enter iuto they are takillg no dired action upon the
the business of hotel-keeping, and has uot Bill in any way. I believe that the Honse
sufticient money to huy an hotel, and is will not permit anything of this kind to
assisted by a brewer, there is nothing be carried into law. '[here are certain
wrong in that being clune, and the arrange- privileges allowed to the people interested
men t is for the ad vantage of both parties. in these hotels. Under these privileges
If that be not allowed, there are many they have entered into contracts. To
men who are making a living by keeping take awa.y these privileges from them
hotels who will be preYented from entering would not be a just act in the eyes of the
general public of a right-thinking turn of
into this line of business.
Mr. BAILES.-It cuts both ways; but mind. I hop~ that if the honorable member ",ants to go further into the matter of
the publican becomes the carcass.
temperance legislation he will bring in a
:Mr. LAZAH,US.-Many of the publicans Bill in a different direction to this. It will
are satisfied with the Jiving they make not improve the quality of the liquor
ou t of these hotels. 1'he cond nct of the drunk at these hotels, and it will not effect
liquor traffic generally is a much bigger the closing of any hotels. It will not imquestion. If the honorable member wants prove the prospect of temperance legislato go further, let him do so. I believe tion at all. The way to effect temperance
the temperance people are taking no direct reform is to bring in a Bill for the amendaction in counexion with this Bill. 'rheir ment of the Licensing Act. I 'feel sure
efforts lie in it totally different direction that members of this House will not assist
from this. I do Hot think the teml,erance my colleague in passing a measure of this
organizations are ta.king any direct interest kind, because if honorable members wish
in the. matter at all.
to secure the purification of liquors that
Mr. BAIT~Es.-I know that they are.
people arc compelled to drink at these
Mr. LAZARUS.-I l\.lloW that the hon- hotels, honorable ruembers will realize that
OI'able member has been in conference this Bill will not have that effect. It is
with the temperance party in Bendigo, and the duty of the Government, who have
some of the temperance leaders there- inspectors, to see that the quality of the
If these inspectors are
not all-have sympathized with him ill liq nor is good.
regard to this Bill. But there are ot.hers not doing their dnty in seeing that the
who think that the efforts of the temper- stuff that is sold is of good quality, it is
ance party should lie in a different direc- the duty of the Govermnent to step in
tion, and who take 110 interest in the and see that the inspectors carry out
measure at all. Some of them look npon their duties in the right direction.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The inspectors have
this as an attempt at the confiscation of
the rights of the individual, and do not not the power.
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Mr. LAZARUS.-Then the Government debate, seeing that publicity will be given
should see that they get the power, and to his -views on the subject, and that the
that Parliament enacts such laws as will . matter can be better dealt with next
insure the drink and food·stuffs of the session.
Mr. BROMLEY.-When I rose before,
people being free from adulteration. This
Bill will not assist in that direction, and, it was with the purpose of moving the
therefore, I cannot see what is the object adjournment of the debate. I am quite
of my honorable colleague in introducing sure that the honorable m.8mber in charge
the measure. I am certain that this of the Bill does not se~ the full force and
House will not allow any rights the people effect of this measure. There are hundreds
now enjoy to be taken a\vay, or permit the of thousands of pounds involved in the
c<Lmfiscatiq)n of the rights of persons who enactment of this Bill. I am heartily i\1
have entered into contracts under privi- accord with the honorable member in his
desire to do away with" tied" houses, and
leges which this House has given.
Mr. McLEAN.-I think the House is also to abolish any adulteration of wines
entitled to look to the Government for and spirits. But this Bill is not calculated
some information regarding private' mem- to promote the interests of temperance.
bers' Bills. In the absenee of the Attorney- If it beca,me law it would probably involve
General, perhaps the honorable member the loss of an enormous amount of money
for Melbourne East, (Mr. Gillott) will give to certain people who have invested capital
us some information as to the effects the in hotel property. I asked for a copy of
enactment of this Bill might have on any this Bill some weeks ago, but I only got
one from the table of the House a few
existing industry.
Mr. GILLOT'r.-I have only had the minutes since, anal knowing the enormous
pleasure of perusing the Bill within the interests at stake, I do not hesitate to say
last few minutes; but it appears to me to that it would be unj llst to all parties conaffect most vitally certain vested interests, cm'ned to further continue this debate.
and that it will have a very comprehen- All the brewery companies in Victoria are
sive effect on a class of securities which concerned in this Bill, which affects inaggregate to probably hundreds of thou- terests of immense magnitude.
Mr. BAIJJEs.-All the brewers except two
sands of pounds. Moreover, the Bill is
made retrospective, and one has to have in the Bendigo district are in favour of
regard to existing contracts. If the the Bill.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I am speaking of the
honorable member in charge of the Bill
will allow the debate to be adjourned, we vested interests concerned in this Bill. It
can consider the subject between now and has been stated that many breweries unnext session, and t he interests the honor- duly oppress the licensee::; of what are
able member desires to serve will then known in the trade as "tied" houses. I
probably receive the best attention. I do am well aware of that, bLlt, as the honornot think that the Bill meets the class of able member for Sandh urst (Mr. Lazarus)
security in most general use. Bills of sale said, those hotel-keepers know very well
have to be renewed ann nally, but they what contracts they are entering into
probably represent a total of £1,000,000 with brewers when they sign the docusterling. This measure will have a most ments.
Mr. BAILES.-No, they only find it out
sweeping effect if it is made retrospective,
and I am sure that no member of the after they get into the brewers' clutches.
Hom;e would go the length of practically
Mr. BROMLEY.-The honorable memmaking all those exist.ing contracts null ber has probably had no more experi8nce
and void twe] ve months after the passing in this class of business than I haNe had,
of this Bill. I have no sympathy what- and I know that hotel-keepers are always
ever with contracts under which one side very careful to read the contracts and get
probably gets a greater advantage than legal ad vice UPOll the contents before
the other, but there are two sides to the signing them.
question. The benefit is not always on
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-And they are in the
the side of the person who lends the position of being compelled to sign those
capital. The person to whom the money contracts; they are not free agents.
Mr. RROMLEY.--Very often they canis ad vanced sometimes receives advantage.
However, the honorable member would not get a livelihood at anything else, and
consult the wishes of the House if he they take up this business on the off
would agree to the adjournment of the chance of being able to make a living out
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of an hotel. If they have a few pounds,
or can raise a few pounds, they go into the
hotel business.
Mr. BAILEs.-And as soon as their few
pounds have gone they are wiped out.
Mr. BROMLEY. - But the honorable
member has simply brought in this Bill
as a trick to serve a clique in his own
district..
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is exceeding the bounds of parliamentary debate in saying that the honorable member brought in this Bill as a
trick to serve a clique in Bendigo. The
honorable member will have to withdraw
the term "trick."
Mr. BROMLEY.-I will withdraw it at
once. I regret that I used the term in
the heat of the moment, but· it was evoked
by the honorable member's persistent
interjections. I beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Mr. BRO'W'N said he would support the
motion for the adjournment of the debate,
which, if continued, would last until midnight without result, and prevent other
honorable members from bringing forward
measures they had on the notice-paper.
Dr. MALONEY expressed the hope
that the debate would not be adjourned.
Constable 'Wardley, who had probably had
more experience of "tied" houses than
any member of the Legislative Assembly,
gave some interesting evidence to the
Habitual Drunkards Board, and it was
alluded to ill the miuority's report, as
follows : The system of "tied" houses, by which the
licensee, who should be an independent person,
is reduced to being practically the servant of
the brewer, distiller, or wine and spirit merchant who owns the business, is responsible for
much of the drunkenness of the community.
Consta,ble 'V ardley, one of the police witnesses
examined, put the position strongly when asked
his opinion of "tied" houses. He said-" It
is a sort of forced business the whole time;
under tha,t system no person can carryon a
respectable or reputable trade."
vVe arc of
opinicn that after a certain date (ample notice
being given) licences to "tied" houses should
not be granted.

If honorable members would look at
Coombs' list they would find far more
bills of sale relating to these "tied"
houses than all the other bills of sale put
together. The misery of the keepers of
"tied" houses had been brought under
his notice in his own electorate, and the
sooner the question was dealt with the
better. Let a vote be taken for or against
the Bill. In one case an unfortunate man
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was fleeced of £200 within a year by a
brewery company, and then sold up and
turned out of the hotel. No publican,
brewer, or teetotaller wanted to have
drunkards in the community, and the
enactment of this Bill would help to
remedy that evil by lessening the number
of hotels where inferior drink was sold.
The system of "tied" houses was viewed
with distrust throughout the entire world.
Germany had a very strong law on the
question, and France would not permit
the sellillg of the inferior beers supplied to
" tied" honses. He hoped that the motion
for the adjournment of the debate would
be rejected.
Mr. BAILES said he recognised that,
even if the second reading of the Bill were
carried, the measure would be 110 further
ad vanced, and, as other honorable members had Bills which they wished to bring
forward and explain, he had no objection
to the adjournment of the debate.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that it
wonld be much better to debate t.he Bill
to a conclusion.
If that was not to be
done the measure should not have been
brought forward.
Certain statements
had been made which ought to be refuted
at once. The honorable member for
Carlton complained that he had only just
got a copy of the BiIJ, bnt he (Mr.
Prendergast) received his copy more than
a week ago. There was no measure of
greater importance on the notice-paper.
He observed that the motion for the
adjournment of a debate was general1y
moved in order to burke discllssion. That
course had been adopted on several occasions to pre\'ent important measures
being considered, and to hide things which
the opponents of those measures desired
to cOJ.1ceal. A Humber of persons were
suffering from this very iniq uitous
system, and
desired
Pa,rIiament to
pass legislation for their relief.
Of
course those who were concerned in
the vested interests that would be
affected did not want this Bill to be dealt
with.
The licensees of these tied-up
houses were continnally being changed,
each taking an hotel above its value,
misled by false busilless returns, and
eventally being ejec~ed to make way for
another victim, after he had been fleeced
of all he possessed. That had beell done
in thousands of instances.
The Parliament of New Zealand had. passed much
1110re stringent legISlation on the subject
than was proposed in this Bill. The object
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of the motion for the adjournment of the
debate was to prevent further information
being brought before the House and the
country. If anyone took up last week's
Coombs' Ci1'CU[W', he would find that one
brewery occupied a page and a half with
its record of res usci ta ted bills of sale,
despite the fact that the Licensing Act
declared that no man should hold more
than one licence.
Mr. FINK observed that he was in
favour of the adjournment of the debate,
because it was idle to proceed with a measure of such a character at this late
period of the session, when there was no
chance of its being passed into law, or
even adequately discussed.
He did not
favour the system of "tied" houses, but
that was part of a very great and important subject, which had been dealt with
in a somewhat satisfactory and certainly
earnest way in the Habitual Drunkards
Board's report. rrhe honorable member
for Melbourne West, who quoted some of
the evidence given to the boa-I'd, unwittingly showed that this Bill, although
intending to deal with the evil of " tied"
houses, did not in any ,yay deal with it
on the lines of the Habitual Drunkards
Board's report, becanse Constable 'Vardley
practieally suggested that the licensees of
the" tied" houses should disappear after a
certain period. Now, there was no equitable provision in this Bill for carrying
out that principle, and he did not think
honorable members would take the responsibility of inserting such a provision
on the present occasion.
Dr. MALONEY.-Constable vVardley gave
us strong opinions against the system of
" tied" hOl1ses.
Mr. FINK said the constable suggested
that the licensees should be dealt with on
eq llitable lines. Continental and English opinion was against the" tied" house
system, as a system that did not make
for sound and honest trade. He would
be glad to see the Government take IlP
this question, and he believed they had
promised to do so, and, in fact, had made
it a plank in their political platform.
Such legislation would not find favour
with the Legislative Assembly if it was
based on the confiscation of vested interests.
Mr. LEVIEN remarked that a good
deal of time would be saved if the Government would take the trouble to ascertain
all the surrounding circumstances of the
subject, and endeavour to lead the House
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on the q nestion. It was their duty to do
so. He hoped the debate would be
adjourned, and that when it was resumed
the Government would be prepared to
enlighten the House on the matter.
Mr. BENNETT stated that he also
hoped the debate would be adjourned, because many honorable members had not
the slightest expectation that snch an important measure wO'lld be brought forward in the closing hours of the session.
It was aU very well for honorable members to say that the brewers were taking
every shilling they could get out of the
unfortunate licensees of "tied" houses,
bnt if the Bill became law, thousands of
publicans would be ruined. It was not
correct to state that the worst classes of
beer were supplied to the" tied" houses.
Many of the "tied" houses in Melbourne
kept the best drinks, and were amongst
the most respectable and well-conducted
hotels in the metropolis. This was a
very serious matter. They were not going
to benefit the publicans, but to ruin many
of them. The Bill had been sprung on
the House, and the honorable members
who were more directly interested were
not present.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. -Does not a publican
pay more for his beer in a " tied" house
than in a free house ~
Me. BENNET'r said that in a few cases
he might.
Mr. BAILEs.-In the majority of cases.
Mr.BENNETT said he ha,d had 25 years'
experience in the business, and he ought
to know something abont it.. Some of the
best-conducted houses in Melbourne were
what were called" tied" houses, and they
kept good drink. If the brewers did not
lend money to publicans, others could
not be prevented from doing so. It must
also be borne in mind that the breweries
in Melbourne were not owned by the
ore\yers, but by the people. It would
be very unfair to go on with the Bill in
the absence of so many honorable members, some of whom c0uld refute the
statements that had been made. He knew
that the honorable member for Sandhurst
(Mr. Bailes) would not he unjust. He
had had some experience, but at the
same time the publicans had no one to
represent them excepting the honorable
member for Carlton, who was secretary of the Licensed Victuallers' Association.
The licensed vict.uallers formed a
very str~ng body, and tbey were entitled
to be heard.
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The motion for the acljmll'ument of the
debate was agreed to, and the dlilbate was
then adjourned until 'Vednesc1ay, December 26.

MINES ACTS 1897 AMENDMEN'f
BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved the second rel1ding
of this Bill. He snid-I recognise that
there is very little chance of getting this
Bill passed this session. 'rhere are, howeV0r, so many important matters in C(\11nexion with which the mining laws of the
conntry require al'.nendment, that I purpose to explain somew hat fully the objects
of the Bill, 1)0 that the Minister of Mines
may be in a position in the next session of
Parliament to give us the benefit of his
inquiries regarding the proposals I make.
I will deal first with the question of
residence areas. Dnder the present law,
a lllan must have been in occupation
of his miner's right holding for two and
a half years before he can exercise the
privilege of purchasing. D lltil within the
last few years, the purchaser of a residence area acquired all the rights and
privileges of the original holder-that
\ras, assuming that the man bad been ill
occupation for two and a half years. The
purchaser could, under snch circumstances, obtain the freehold subject to
there beillg no mining objections. Some
t,,-o or three years ago the Secretary
of the Law department laid it down
that, in future, the applicant to purchase
must himself be in occupation for two and
a half years. I am free to admit that the
law justifies that view, because the Act
says distinctly that the man mnst be in
occupation for two and a half years, but
it was never the intention that the section
shonld be given effect to in that manner.
All that was originally intended was that
the allotment itself should be held by one
or other of the parties for two a.nd a half
years before it could be purchased. The
honorable member for Castlemaine (iiII'.
Lawson), who is associated with me in the
introduction of this Bill, which affects the
mining industry of Castlemaine just as
much as it does that of Bendigo, points
ont to me that th is privilege gi ves the
exclusive right to purchase.
The land is
not put up at auction, but the holder of
the miner's right can become the possessor
of the fee-simple at a price appraised by
the officers of the department.
There is
a section in the Mines Act which provides
that fees paid for fL miner's right, otherwise
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called rent, shall be taken as p~rt ?f
the purchase money when the pnce IS
fixed. I propose, in this Bill, that the
holder of any residence area, having obtained the consent of the Minillg department to his becoming the holder of the
fee-simple, shall be entitled toreceive credit
for the amount he has paid in respect of his
miner's right d nring the time he has occupied the land. rrhat is an act of justice,
because the majority of the holders of
these allotments are men who have had to
stl'llggle, under veryadverse circnmstances,
to make homes for themselves. At best
they have ne-/er received more than £2
5s. a week for their labour; they have
bad to follow their avocations at great
risk to life and limb, and have undermined their constitutions. In addition to
all that they have COllyer ted what were
unsightly heaps into the beantiful places
they now occupy. Mall:' of the met.ropolitan members who have had the ple:tsure of
visiting the mining districts must have
been strllck with the immense number of
comfortable homely d weIlings there are to
be found in the outskirts of those districts. The lit.tle house has nsually got a
nice garden in front of it. r['herc are no
more energetic and enthusiastic men in
horticulture than Ollr miners. They do
not all take up t.he oue branch of horticulture; some affect one and some another. Men who have had to make these
places for themsel ves nncler such disad vantageous circumstances have a right
to consideration from the Legislature, and
I therefore propose that they shall get
credit for the whole of the amonnts they
have paid in miner's right fees during the
time they have been in occnpation of their
allotments. There is a grievance that has
arisen under the Mining on Private Property Act, which was merged into th<3
:JIines Act 1897.
'Vhen you wish to
have assessed the amount of damageS or
compensation that the o \\'ne l' of the property
shall receive, you have to proceed in snch
a manner under the law as it stands-and
it is a departure from the cllstom that was
formerly in vogue-that it becomes compulsory on the o\\'ner to be represented in
court. There may not be, and as a rule
there is not, anything to be determined
in the matter of the compensation. If operations are to be carried on at a depth of
1,500 or 2,000 feet, practically no damage
is done to the surface; but, under the
law as it stands, each occupier must appear before the warden, so as to have the

}.[ines Acts 1897

[21 DEC.,

decision given that he awards no compensation. The law requires that the
owner shall be represented. The resnlt
is that speculative gentlemen in the
legal profession put themselves in communication with the property-owner, and
say to him-" vVe will appear for you, if
you instruct \ls." They go down, and get
out of the .man or the company so much
for costs, which they are entitled to. I
want to do away with that, and to render
it unnecessary for these people to appear
in court at all. In a very large number
of the mining centres, especially in the
district of Bendigo, or where the q nartz
reefs run in parallel lines, there is in
places a large area taken up under lease.
The mining companies most jealously
guard any encroachment on that ground
for reRidence area purposes. Thereare, however, numbers of places where the ground
is now a barren waste, although it is interI
sected by main roads or streets.
propose in this Bill that application
may be made for permission to occupy
portions of these lands where they front
main roads or streets to be occupied
as residence areas, and I have taken
every care to safeguard the interests
of the mining companies. I desire to
make the lives of the men who are
following these avocat.ions as pleasant as
possible, but I have not been unmindful
of the fact that in seeking to reach that goal
we must not unduly or severely press olf
the mining companies. Every provision is
therefore made in the Bill to prevent unnecessary interference with them. There
are two other questions with which I deal
in the Bill. One is the question of ventilation. Under the Act as it stands you
cannot compel two mines to connect their
levels if there is more than 300 feet of
unworked ground between them. 'Vhat
I propose to do is to strike out that limitation, so as to enable mines, especially deep
mines in quartz areas, to be connected,
even if they are more than 300 feet apart.
Those of us who haye been down the deep
mines know the lament.able condition
under which the miners have to work. If
honorable members can be assnred, as it
has been demonstrated in case after
case, that the present unfortunate state
of things can in a large measure be
removed by the connecting of one mine
with another, I think that they will be
unanimo1ls in their approval of the
proposal I mal<e. Then I propose to
make it compulsory on all mining
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companies to set aside 2i per cent. of
their profits to a reserve fund.
Mr. Fos'fEn.-That i~ not new.
Mr. BAILES.--I did not say that it
was. I was going to give. the honorable
member the credit of it. 'Vhen he was
Minister of Mines he introduced a proposal
to the same effect, but it was not carried.
rrhe honorable member mnst not forget
that the Royal Commission on Gold
Mines, of which he was a member, recommended a similar provision. I do
not say therefore that he is entitled
to the credit; of having originated the
idea; but he is entitled to credit for
having been the first to try to get it
introduced in our hw. 'Vhat I propose is
that we shall make it mandatory on all
companies to set aside out of their profits
2~ per cent. until they get up to an
amount of one-twentieth of their capital.
As long as they keep at that they
will not be required to set aside the 2!
per cent., and if at any time they fall
below that amount they will have to
resume the setting aside of the 2~ per
cent. I have now much pleasure in submitting the Bill to the House.
Mr. FOSTER-The honorable member
for Sand hurst (Mr. Bailes) deserves every
credit for bringing this Bill forward. He
has undertaken a task which is of the
greatest importance. In my opinion it
is a task which should be undertaken by
the Government. Since the Mines Act
of 1897 was passed several sections in
that, Act have been found to be unworkable. It has been seen that many improvements could be made, especially in
regard to ventilation.
The honorable
member has poiuted out that the limit of
distance at which yon can compel mines
to connect their levels is 300 feet. There
was no such limitation in the measnre
when it left the Legislative Assembly, but
it was amended by another place. This
Bill deals with such important matters
that it is imperative on the Goverument tq
take it up. It should not be left in the
hands of a private member. The subject
of residence areas has been brought before
the House on several occasions b'y the
honorable members representing Sandhurst.. It affects that district particularly,
alld I doubt whether it applies in the
same degree to any other part of the
colony.
rrhe honorable member for
C~~stlemaine
(Mr. Lawson) evidently
thin ks that it applies also to his district.
There can be no objection to making _it
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applicable to Castle maine, but I doubt
whether it should be extended to the rest
of the colony. Bendigo is in a unique
position, inasmuch as it is the richest goldfield we have, and it occupies the smallest
area. It has to support the largest mining
population, and it has an area of not more
than one-fifth that of any other gold-field.
I do not suppose the honorable member
proposes to go any further than the second
reading of this Bill.
Mr. BAILES.-I shall go as far as I can
get.
Mr. FOSTER.-Then I shall have to
call attention to the very important
matters that are dealt with in this Bill,
but I think the Minister of Mines should
relieve the honorable member of his responsibility, whilst giving him every credit
for having proposed amendments that are
essentially necessary. I desire to compliment the honorable memuer, and to say,
with regard to the reserve fund, that I
got the idea from the evidence that was
given to the Royal commission. I introduced a clause imposing a 5 per cent.
duty on clear profits until the reserve
fund reached £2,00Q. That was reduced
in this HQuse principally by the action of
the honorable members lor Ballarat and
Sandhurst, and another place struck the
clause out altogether. I repeat that this
Bill is of great importance, that it ought
to be taken up by the Goveri1l11ent, and,
on the assumption that it will not be carried beyond the second-reading stage, I
will postpone my remarks until a future
occasiml.
Mr. BURTON.-'rhis Bill covers so
large an area, and is of such great importallee, that I agree with what has been
said by the honorable member for Gippsland East. 'rhe qnestion of ventilation
will certainly have to be dealt with in the
ensuing session of Parliament. The question of providing a compulsory reserve fund
must also receive the consideration of t.he
Government. The honorable rnember for
Sandhlll'st (Mr. Bailes) has expressed his
views very clearl'y, but I wonld suggest to
him that the Bill is one that. we cannot deal
with during this session. The Government must take the responsibility of it,
having regard to the great interests that
are involved. I would therefore ask the
honorable member to allow the debate to
be adjourned.
Mr. FOSTER movedThat the debate be now adjourned.

Education Endowment

The motion for the adjournment of the
I debate
was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned till 'Yednesaay, December 26.
GIPPSLAND EAST EDUCATION
ENDOV\TMENT RESERVES RELEASE
BILL.
Mr. FOSTER moved the second reading
of this Bill. He said-This Bill has been
introduced for the purpose of releasing
certain lands in the electorate of Gippsland East which have been permanently
reserved for educational endowment purposes. To den'! with it briefly, I may say
that during the time the late Dr. Pearson
was Minister of Public Instruction the
idea seemed to occur to him that the
eclucation system of this colony should be
endowed by a reservation of land. In this
district alone 400,000 acres of land have
been reserved.
Honorable members will
recognise that so extensive a reservation,
which practically meallS locking l.l p the
land from settlement, because it can be
held only for grazing purposes, must
operate as a bar to the development of
that part of the c,)lony.
Mr. LEVIEN.-Why only for grazing
purposes ~
Mr. FOSTER.-Because no one can get
a permanent title to it. 'Ybat I propose
now is that the land shall be released
alld made available for settlement in the
Qrdinary way. I do not propose to prevent any proper reservation for timber or
for water supply purposes, or for anything
else that is necessary, but I would point
out to the Honse that at the present time
the 400,000 acres only yield an income
of about £59 a year. I think honorable
members will see the farce of locking up
the land for education endowment purposes. My constituents have repeatedly
appealed to me to try and get a Bill
like this carried.
rrhey point out
that numbers of them have had to
go away to New South Wales to
get land 'while land has been lying at
their doors which they would have taken
up if they could have got a permanent title
to it. I know also that this land, being
the border line, would have been selected
by people from New South 'Yales if it
had been made available to them. It is a
fact that 60,000 or 70,000 acres, not of
this reserve but of others, have lately been
released, and have been taken up and
permanently settled. There is no doubt
that a permanent reserve of this character
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must necessarily retard the development which lands are at present controlled by
of the country. I would not have so pnblic departments, so that money derived
much to say against it if the object with from them by way of rent or licence-fees
which it has been reserved was being car- goes into the eonsolirlated revenue. It is
ried out. When we find, however, that quite clear that recent interest taken in
these 400,000 acres are returning an in- agricultural education, and the acts of the
.come of only £59 a year, I think the various bodies responsible for agricultural
justice of my case will be recognised, and education, make it clear that the funds,
the House sho\'lld agree to release the from whatever source available, are in
land and to make it available for per- no way sufficient to carryon the
manent settlement.
work of agriculturv.l education to the
Mr. IRVINE.-"\Ve should like to have same extent as it has been done in
some explanation of this matter from the New Sonth 'Vales and other countries.
Government. Tt apparently meal1'=! the The House has an opportunity of saying
I'evoking of certain ordera and the dealing that those funds sball be supplemented
with a very large area of Crown lands that and safeguarded. It may be that it will
has been permanently reserved for educa- be better to sell some of the lands, and to
reserve the profi ts for the purposes to
tional endowment purposes.
which I have. . xeferred, than to keep them
Mr. FOSTER.-I do not desire to go
undet· the unprofitable management of the
beyond the second-reading stage this sesdepartment, or the Council of Agricultural
sion. The Government can then obtain
Education. I WQuld a.sk the Minister for
the fullest information, and the matter
Agriculture and the honorable member in
can be discussed hereafter.
charge of the Bill if, assuming that the
Mr. LEVIEN.-If we acquiesce in the House decides that certain of the lands
secolld readillg of this Bill we shall affirm are to be sold, they will be prepared to
the principle of it, and by releasillg these alter the las~ portion of the measure so as
lands we sJ1all deplete the revenue available to provide that the proceeds of the sale
for educational purposes. The land was re- shall be permanently reserved in the same
served in the time of the Service Govern- way as are those of the lands to which I
ment for the purpose of endowing our edu- have referred. In America, very large
cation system, and the House should hesi- tracts of land were reserved for ed ucatate to affirm any proposal of this nature. tional pllrposes. They were not alto'rherefore I hope the honorable member gethet· permanently reserved from sale,
will not proceed with the measure at this but the proceeds of the sale formed
late hour of the session. There is a very the basis of magnificent educational
large reservation on similar lines in the institutions in various parts of that
mallee country, aud if the subject is dealt country.
I shall certainly, when we
with at all, it should be dealt with in a . arri ve at the cQmmittee stage, object to
broad way and not from a local point of the disposal of the land unless the proceeds
view.
If it is necessary to abandon the are applied to educational purposes, and
lands and income for educational purposes, to no other purposes. '1'he demands for
it should be done with a full knowledge edncational purposes will, no doubt, be
of reservation which has been made. The greater and greater; and the movement
honorable member complains that the land to establish a dairy college in order to
is practically yielding no income. There is carry praetical education into the country
no restriction on the use of the land, and a is likely to extend, and not to decrease.
simple piece of legislation would enable it The only thing which may arrest that
to be better used than it is at present.
salutary movement may be the want of
Mr. FINK.-I do' not desire to oppose funds, and in conncxion with that we
ihe second reading of the Bill, but I de- have an opportunity of safeguarding and
sire to make an observation in regard increasing the scanty funds now available.
Mr. FOSTER.-My desire is to take this
to the fund to be used for agricultural education. I understand that, at preliminary step in order to get the lands
present, lands are vested ill the released from permanent reservation. I do
Council of Agricultural Education, the not desire to go further than the secondproceeds of which can only be devoted to reading stage. 'rhe matter will then be
educational purposes, which are defined. ill the hands of t.he Honse next session,
The Bill deals with certain other lands and it can do with it what it pleases. As
specifieally reserved for public purposes, far as I can see, the last elause of section 2
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provides for what my honorable friend
suggests. It saysProvided that the moneys received from the
lands dealt with under item 3 of the sche-.
dule to this Act shall he appropriated as may
be hereafter directed by any Act of Parliament.

N ext session the House will receive all
the information necessary, and will be able
to deal with the measure as it thinks fit.
At present the land is locked up, and the
State is receidng nothing from it.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I am rather pleased
with the announcement of the honorable
member in charge of the Bill. This is a
matter into which the most searching inquiry should be made. The land was set
aside for a certain particular and specific
purpose. It may be a fault of past Administrations, but, as far as I am concerned,
I have not been able to secure that information to which the House is justly
entitled. I propose, however, to brillg the
information before the House next session,
so that we may know exactly where we
are.
Lieut.-Colonel REA Y.-I cannot support the Bill with the iuformation before
us at the present time.
The Bill affirms
the principle that certain land which is
now an educational endowment shall be
dealt with in some other way. Honorable
members ought to be satisfied that the
endowment is not interfered with. Rather
should we expect that the Minister and
the departlllent should confine themselves
to the task of discovering upon what terms
the lands may be used.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed )),;'0 jOTrnd.
LAND ACT 1898 AMENDMENT
BILL.
The order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill was discharged.
LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved the second reading
of this Bill.
He said-rrhe object of the
Bill is to make amendments in the Licensing Act 1890. Under the existillg Act
no po\ver is gi ven for the transfer of hotel
licences from one premises to another.
The measure does not contemplate increasing the number of existing licences,
but it gives facilities for the transfer of
licences from houses which may be badly
conducted or. from places ill which they
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are not required by the public. vVe
know that in mining districts populations had be~n established, and a
few years afterwards the construction
of a line of rail way has taken those populations 2 or 3 or more miles away from
the original settlement. Where a railway
statiOtl is constructed the people, of course,
settle. There is no provision under our
existi11O' law for the holder of a licence
to movoe his house to the place in which
population is settled. At Lake Boga, for
instance, the old hotel is 2 miles away
from the rail way station. In mining districts, such as Pitfield and Mount 'Villiam,
there is no provision for transferring
licences from the sparsely-populated portions of the district to where the people
are settled, and the consequence is that
inducements arc offered to sly grog-selling.
I have no doubt that there will be some
objection "to the Bill so far as suburban
hOllorable members are concerned, because they will necessarily contend that
there is no necessity for it in Melbourne. vVe have, however, in Melbourne and other large cities and towns,
rrhe~'e
very 'badly-conducted houses.
may be a ner:essity for the measur~ In
Melbourne in the course of a short tune,
inasmuch as in connexion with the visit
of the Duke and Duohess of York we may
have a very large influx of population .. The
Bill provides that a licensee whose busmess
is transferred to larger or better premises eannot at any subsequent period
obtain compensation for the closing of his
hotel. The Bill imposes a penalty upon a
customer who infringes the Act so far as
the consumption of liquor on Snndays or
during prohibited hours on other days of
the week is concerned. The miuimllLll
penalty is £1, and the maximum pellalty
£5. Clause 9 is aimed against the supply
of liquor to children undp.r 15 years
of age. That is a provision which sholll~
meet with acceptance from every part of
the House. I think that if the measnre is
brotwht into operation it will be the
meal~s of giving a better supervision of
the liquor traffic. Of conrse, some honorable members may suppose that vested
interests will be affected. Vested interests
are, as a rule, very far-reaching.
For
instance, if a man has a draper's shop and
another man starts in business next door,
it may be said that vested interests are
affected. I may mention that I do not
propose to go further thFtu the second
reading of the Bill to-night.
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Mr. MAUGER.-I trust that the honorable member will not press for the second
reading of the Bill. '¥ben the measure
was brought before the House on a previous occasion, it was rejected by 40 votea
to 7. The Bill is one which is strongly
objected to, not only by the temperance
party, but also by the representatives of
the publican interest. That being the
case, it would be exceedingly un wise to
press the measnre to a division at this
juncture. The Bill assumes that the whole
of the evils arising from the liquor traffi c
accrue from what are termed the 10\verclass public-houses. I do not admit that
for one moment.
My experience is
that evil is done by many of the betterclass establishments. I trust the Government will face this question and deal, nelt
ollly with" tied" hOllse bl1siness, but with
the complete amendment of the Licensing
Act. I moveThat the debate he now adjourned.

The motiou for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until Wednesday, December
26.
JURORS EXEMPTION BILL.
The order of t.he day for the second
l'eading of this Bill was discharged.
'VILLS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved the second reading
of this Bill. He said-r:J.1his is a Bill to
prevent the possibility of a lnan leaving
his property to others than his widow.
The Attorney-General is present, and I
would sooner ask honorable memberR to
accept his explanation of the measure than
to ask them to swallow my definition
of it.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAC8.-The object of the
Bill is practically to make an inroad into
the right a man has to dispose of his
property, and it provides, in effect, that if
his widow is not left' any property, she
may apply to -the co'urt for one-third.
The measure then provides that if the
-court, upon the application, thinks fit to
summon and examine the widow and any
other witnesses it chooses, it may do so,
.and if it decides to make an order ill her
favour, the executors are to hold in trust.
It provides also that the measure is not to
act for the benefit of any widow who,
within one year prior to her husband's
-death, has been guilty of conduct which,
uncondoned, would be a ground for divorce.
r do not say that, when the matter is
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thoroughly looked at, the principle of the
Bill may not be accepted, but I certainly
think we are not in a position at this
stage to accept such a drastic alteration
of our present modes of thought, and I
will ask the honoralole member not to
proceed with the second reading to day.
Mr. LEVIEN.-I beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motiou for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until vVednesday, December
26.
HOUSE, ESTATE, AND FINANCIAL
AGENTS LICENSING BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved the second reading
of this Bill. He said-One of the objects
of this Bill is to secure a legitimate and
necessary revenue. Another object is to
place house, estate, and financial agents
under proper supervision. I may mention
that in order to transact business as an
auctioneer I have to pay a licence of £25
per annum, and I am limiting the amount
to be paid by the people to whom I
have referred to a sum not less than
that. Even caLmen and hawkers and
" marine" men ha ve to pay licences.
The Bill is also for the purpose of enabling
genuille men to get a living. '¥hat you
ha ve at present is a man setting up as a
house nnd land agent, with a tin plate
outside the door, and a chair and table inside. They have no recognised commission, but take what they can make. Say
Mr. Jones wants to sell an hotel. A botel
broker interviews him, and the owner says
he wants £300. Perhaps the broker sells
it for £350, and pockets the extra £50.
Mr. KE.AST.-I don't think that is done.
. Mr. O'NEILL.-I kno\y it is done, and
that is what the legitimate agent has to
compete with. '1'hen we have the financial
agent. A farmer comes in and wishes to
borrow money. The a.gent knows somebody who has money to lend.
He
merely introduces the lender to the borrower, but he charges a stiff commission
for the negotiation of the loan, which
means a great hardship on the borrower,
and is also unfair to the londer. In this
Bill I propose that the commission shall
be regulated. Those, briefly stated, are
the provisions of the Bill, the second
reading of which I hope the House will
have no difficulty in carrying.
Mr. IRVINE.-Tbis is another of those
measures which ought not to be brought
forward at this stage of the session. It is
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a mat.ter of vast importance, yet (if I may
say so), we have had no thorough explallation from the honorable member of the
danger which will be brought about by it.
Vve have, first of all, a provision that no
person shall carryon the business of a
house agent unless he fulfils the conditions required by this measure, which we
find from the definition practically embraces the whole population. There may
be a few exceptions, such as lawyers, who
are not included, but the definition is pretty
wide. It says" Estate or financial agent" means any person who exercises or carries on the business,
whether on commission or for any fee or reward,
of buying or selling or letting in houses land or
estates, or buying or selling live stock, produce,
or goods or chattels, or of a hotel broker, or of a
financial agent or money lender; but shall not
include any licensed anctioneer or licP-llsed pawnbroker or licensed shal'ebroker, or any registered banking, life assurance, or truste~ com-'
pany..

The honorable member is good enough to
make a few exceptions. It is not to apply
to licensed pawnbrokers or sharcbrokers.
Mr. I. A. ISAAcs.-He means that they
are already licensed.
Mr. IRVINE.-I may be doing an injustice to the measure, but, with all respect
tQ the honorable member's zeal for financial
reform, I urge that the House is not in a
position to deal with snch a drastic change
in the law now.
Mr. O'NEILL.- Give me a second reading.
:Mr. IRVINE.-Every one wants to
have a second reading, but that means
giving the sanction of the House to the
principle of the measure.
I beg to
moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until 'Vednesday, December 26.
LAND ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT
. BILL.
This Bill was returned frolll the Legislative Conncil, with a message intimating
that they had agreed to the same with
amendments.
The amendments were ordered to be
taken into consideration later in the evening.
STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS
LICENSING BILL.
On the order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill,
Mr. BROWN said that the Bill was noncontentious. It was printed last session.

Vaccination Bill.

The SPEAKER.-This is a new Parliament., and the fact that a Bill was printed
in the last session of the last Parliament
does not bind this Parliament. The Bill
has to be printed again in this new Parliament. I am informed by the Clerk that
the Bill has not been printed.
The order of the day was discharged.
BILLS DISCHARGED.
1'he followillg orders of the day were
read and discharged : Hackney Carriages Law Amendment BillSecond reading.
Brands Registration Bill-Second reading.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill-Second rea.ding.
J uyenile Street Vendors and Traders BillSecond reaLling.

NON-COMPULSORY VACCINATION
BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved the second reading
of this Bill. He said-This is an old
friend, with a new face this time. It will
be within the recollection of honorable
members that Mr. Cook, the ex-member
for East Bourke Boroughs, and Mr. Hamilton, the ex·men,bor for Sand hurst, introd uced aNon-compulsory Vaccination Bill
last year, and a compromise was then verv
nearly arrived at-in fact, the matter wa:'s.
almost concluded with the then Minister
of Public Instruction (Mr. Salmon), who
represented the Ministry, for the acceptance of an amenument. The honorablemember for Talbot said that if a clause
were prepared on the lines of the English.
Act, it would probably find favour. Mr.
Cook agreed to that. I have now brought
in this Bill containing a clause copied
from the English Act. I have very much
pleasure in moving the second reading of
the Bill.
The House divided on the question that
the Bill be read a second timeAyes
Noes ...

20
30

Majority against the Bill

l(}

AYES.

Mr. Billson,
Gail',
" Irvine,
" Keast,
" Lawson,
" Lazarus,
" Mauger,
Methven,
" Nichols,
" Oman,
" O'Neill,

Mr. Ramsay,
Lieut. -Col. Reay>
Mr. Sangster,
,. Shiels,
" Taverner,
" Toutcher>
" Tucker.

Telle1'8.
Mr. Bailes,
" Bennett.
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NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anderson,
Andrews,
Argyle,
Barbour,
Beazley,
Dent,
Bromley,
Brown,
Findley,
Fink,
Foster,
Gillies,
Gillott,
Gurr,
A. Harris,
Hennessy,

Mr.
"
"
"
Sir
Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

r.

A. Isaacs,
Mackinnon,
Madden,
J. VV. Mason,
John McIntyre,
McLean,
Morrissey,
IVlurray,
Peacock,
Prendergast,
Robinson,
Staughton.

Tellers.
Mr. J. A. Isaacs,
Dr. Maloney.

LAND ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The amendments made by the Legislalati ve Conncil in this Bill were taken into
consideration.
On the motion of Mr. DUGGAN, the
amendments of the Council in clauses
12, 18, 19, and 20 were agreed to.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS remarked that the
next amendment was in clause 24, \"hich
proposed to amend section 159 of the Land
Act 1898, by substituting "£200,000"
for" £100,000" as the limit of moneys
to be raised for acquiring estates. He
thought; that, by some inadvertence, the
Council, by amending this clause, had
made a slight infraction on the Assembly's
privileges in regard to appropriation. He
therefore begged to moveThat the amendment be disagreed with.

The amendment was disagreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN observed that in clause
33 the Legislative Council proposed to
insert a provision that the Governor in
Council might extend any lease of a
mallee allotment, or any part thereof, for
a period of five years from the 1st of
December, 1903, if the lessee proved that
before the date mentioned one-half of the
cultivable land had been cleared and cultivated. Now, his (Mr. Duggan's) predecessor and the late Government were
pressed very strongly by the same parties
who were behind this amendment, and
who probably had caused its introduction,
to include it in their Land Bill. They
did not see fit to include it in their
Bill, and the presellt Government did not
see fit to include it in this Bill.
It
referred to mallee allotment lessees, of
whom there were some 111, occupying
3,000,000 acres. Those leases fell in in
1903, and he (Mr. Duggan) failed to
see how any trouble could arise, or
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any injustice be done, in not dealing
with the matter at present. There was
plenty of time within the next three
years to denl with these 3,000,000 acres.
"Vhat the Government declared was, that
during the recess he and one or two other
members of the Ministry would visit this
particular part of the conntry, and as· they
were bringing down a consolidating measure
early llext session, they would have an
opportunity, after inspecting the country~
of remedying the diffieulty, if they saw it
to be necessary. He thought the House
ought to be satisfied with that assurance.
The Government sympathized vcry greatly
with the principal gentleman who was
interested ill these leases-that was, Mr.
Lascelles.
Mr. ImTNE.-He is ollly one of 111.
Mr. DUGGAN said 110 doubt that was
so, and the Government sympathized with
them all.
He only referred to Mr.
Lascelles because he regarded him as the
great pioneer of that country. '1'he position which the Government ,took up was,
that there was no hurry at all to deal -with
this matter. There was no necessity to
force it upon the House at the present
juncture in the dying hours of the session.
At such a time were they to take a snap
vote on such an important matter ~ Several honorable members had already gone
home, feeling satisfied that this would not
be brought on, and it would be very unfair
to deal with the subject now. The lessees
suffered no injustice; they retained all
their rights and privileges up to 1903, and
between now and then there was plenty
of time to remedy any difficulty. He
therefore begged to move'I'hat the amendment be disagreed with.

Mr. McLEAN stated that he regretted
that the Minister of Lands did not see his
way to agree with this amendment. It
was quite true that his (Mr. McLean's)
late colleague, the ex-Minister of Lands,
did not include this provision in his Bill,
but it was equally trne that a large .
majority of the late Cabinet were strongly
in favour of it, and he (Mr. McLean),
among others, pressed the late Minister
of Lands very stmngly to introduce this
prop0sal, for reasons which were urged
on him by a number of mallee settlers,
and which appeared to him to be just and
valid. These people had had great difficulties to contend with. They had had
five years' drought, during which they had
lived a life of toil, without getting any
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remuneration for their work. Virtually
those five years might be regarded as
baving been blotted out of their leases,
and he thought it would only be a reason·
~ble thing to give the Minister power in
the Bill, if he thought fit to do so, to
renew their leases to any of these people
who had proved their bona fides by cultivating one-hali of the land. The Minister
of Lands had pointed out that there was
plenty of time between this and 1903 to
deal with the matter. There appeared
to be a great deal in that argument, but
any person who knew the circumstances
would know that there was really not
much in it when it was examined. If
these people had not reasonable notice
of the extension of their leases, they could
not be expected to commence clearing
land now, which would be taken from
them three years hence. 'rhen in the
year 1903 we would have 5,000,000 of
acres in addition to these 3,000,000
falling in.
vVhen that occurred, he
thought the Minister of Lands would have
very great difficulty in getting settlers for
the whole of the land, and it was to be
remembered that any lund which was
left lying idle in that district became infested with rabbits, and was a menace to
the surrounding settlers. The State had at
present 500,000 acres that were resumed
by the honorable member for Fitzroy (Mr.
Best), when Minister of Lands, about
two years ago. The land was a complete
rabbit warren now, because the State had
failed in settling it during the last two
years. What, then, was to be expected if
the State had 8,000,000 acres falling in 1
Mr. BEsT.-The droughts, of course,
have killed the settlement that was going
on.
Mr. McLEAN said certainly that wa.s
the case. He did not blame anyone.
The honorable membet· for Fitzroy acted
wisely, as far as anyone coulu see at
the time, in resuming the land. But,
. with a succession of droughts, people
would not take it up, and the consequence
,vas that the land was overrun with vermin,
and was a perfect menace to the neighbouring settlers. If the Government had
8,000,000 acres coming in at t.he same time,
only the improved land would be taken
up in the first instance, and the Crown
would have millions of acres of unim·
proved land left on its hands. Therefore,
from the stand-point of the State, it was
wise to do what was now proposed, even if
the interests of the tenant were put out of
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sight. For his own part, he did llot think
it was. a wise thing to put the interests
of the tenants out of sight. If the State
erred at all, it was better to err on the
side of leniency with the Crown tenant
than to be too strict and too exacting. If
allY private individual were the landlord
in this case, and his tenants had five
years of drought to contend with, during
which time they had made serious losses,
that private landlord would certainly
grant a reasonable extension. It must
be remembered that the tenants would
pay rent for the whole of the time, so
that the State could lose nothing. He
hoped the Miuister of Lands would reconsider this matter and grant the concession.
He (Mr. McLean) was very pleased when
he heard that another place had inserted
this amendment, although he had not the
remotest idea that they were going to do
so. He himself pressed on his late colleague the desirability of in troducing such
a provision. Of course no Minister liked
to bring undue pressure on a colleaguehis views had to be respected-and the
late Minister of Lands took the same view
as the present Minister. He said there
was plenty of time to deal with the
matter, and, therefore, he did not put it
in his Land Bill. He (Mr. McLean) certainly thought that was an error on the
part of his late colleague, and he hoped
the present Minister would grant the reasonable extension asked for.
Mr. IRVINE remarked that he also
sincerely hoped the Government would
see their way to reconsider their decision.
He felt encouraged to think that they
would do so bv the terms in which
the Minister of' Lands spoke a few
moments before. Dealing first with one
point, he hinted that this proposal was
brought forward to suit the advantage of
that particular gentleman.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Oh, no; I merely mentioned him as one.
Mr. IRVINE said it 1\'as quite true that
Mr. Lascelles was concerned, and in mentioning Mr. Lascelles' l'lame he had no
hesitation in saying that the highest
praise was due to that gentleman for the
good work he had done. But Mr. Lascelles' case might be put out of the
question altogether for the moment. This
matter deeply concerned a very large
number of mallee allotment holclers.
There were 11,000,000 acres of land in
the mallee altogether, and about 3,000,000
acres were practically worthlel5s. That
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left 8,000,000 acres, of which 5,000,000
were held in large pastoral blocks, and
3,000,000 in mallee allotment~. The
maximum area of the mallee allotments
was 20,000 acres, but the vast majority
of them were from under 640 acres up to
1,280 aares.
N early three-fourths of
them were under 2,000 acres.
Mr. MURRAy.-Why not give the eoncession to the small holders?
Mr. IRVINE said that that was what
they wanted to do. As the honorable
member for Gippsland North had pointed
out, the Government had now 500,000
acres of this land available for settlement,
and could not get it taken up.
Mr. MURRAY.-How much has Mr.
Lascelles ~
Mr. IRVINE said that Mr. Lascelles
had only 100,000 acres.
Mr. MURRAY.-I understood that the
Hmit was 20,000 acres.
Mr. lEVINE said that, if honorable
members desired him to go into the history of Mr. LasceUes and his work, he
might explain that that gentleman had
originally a mallee block, which he got
leave to subdivide. His rent was then
suddenly increased from £150 to £1,150
per annum. He did not want to be drawn
into a discussion of Mr. Lascelles' pO:5ition.
He was speaking for the people whom he
represented, who would feel it keenly if
this concession were refused. The matter
was one with which he claimed to have
an intimate knowledge. If the concession
were not granted, \\' hat would be the
result? ffhere were 500,000 acres of mallee
land which, as the honorable member for
Gippsland North had pointed out, was
practically a breeding ground for vermin,
and a menace to the country. All the
land that these people threw back into
the hands of the Government would also
become breeding grounds for vermin.
That was Olle of the greatest disadvantages which would a~crue from the
rejection of the amendment. The amendment did not propose to give an unqualified right to allotment holders, large
and small, to extend their leases. That
lllight be reasonably objected to as giving
large lessees an unfair ad vantage. It imposed a very strict, and what, he thonght,
was a very useful condition upon the
extension of the leases, by providing that
they were not tCl) be extended unless, in
1903, one-half, at least, of the lands in
each allotment had been cleared and cultivated. If honorable members knew
Second Session 1900. -[39J
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anything at all about the mallee country,
they would know that that would mean
a great practical advantage to the State,
even from the point of view of the
railway alone.
He would give the
result of a moderate computation as
to what mi~'ht happen.
There were
3,000,000 acres of land held under mallee
allotment leases, and approximately about
1,000,000 acres had been cultivated
already. About 2,000,000 acres, being
portions for the most part of the varioussized mallee allotments, had not been cultivated. If they gave a promise to the
mallee allotment holders that in 1903, if
they cultivated one-half of their allotments they would be entitled to an extension of their leases for five years, it was
only reasonable to expect that a very considerable portion of the 2,000,000 acres
would be Gultivated before that time. At
a moderate computation he would say
that they might fairly expect that if this
amendment were carried, in 1903 onequarter of the 2,000,000 acres would be
cultivated. That would be 500,000 acres,
which, at an average of two bags of wheat
to the acre, would bring in, roughly speaking, 1,000:000 bags. That would be a
little over 100,000 tons of wheat, and putting the average freight at 15s., the increase of the railway revenue from that
source alone would be over £80,000 a
year. 'Vas not that something that the
House should consider 1 The Minister of
Lands had stated that there would be
plenty of time in which to deal with this
matter before 1!)03. From that point of
view, there was not plenty of time. Unless
Parliament held out that inducement now
they could not expect the settlers to put
the land under cultivation. That was a very
substalltial ana large advantage that
,,"onld aecrue to the State from this source,
but the main and principal advantage was
that, by holding ou t the hope to these men
that they would have their mallee leases
extended for five years, they might
avert what wO'lld be a disaster to the
State by preventing large portiOlls of
the lands right through the manee-of
excised land, which the settlers were not
able to select under perpetual lease or
freehold-·from being thrown back npon
the Crown, and being thus freed from allY
obligation on the part of any lessee to
keep it clear from vermin. 1'hat was a
matter that they could not afford to
neglect. He sincerely hoped that the Government would reconsider their decision.
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As he had said before, he did not think
that the Minister of Lands was really

opposed to this amendment. An that
the honorable gentleman asked for was
a postponement, and he intimated that
the amendment might probably be inserted
in a Consolidation Bill. It was not long
since t.he Minister expressed the opinion
that a Consolidation Bill ought to be confined to the one purpose of consolidation,
and ought not to be an amending Bill. He
agreed with the honorable gentleman.
rrhe settlers in the mallee had undergone
five years of drought, which had reduced
many of them to penury.
Mr. MURRAY.-If thev have another five
years of drought, what will become of
them~

Mr. IRVINE said that he would then
be disposed to say that, if necessary, a
further extenoion of five years should be
granted. Did the honorable member
know what he was talking about ~ Had
he ever been in the ma,llee ~.
Mr. MURRAY.-I know as mnch about
Mr. Lascelles and the manee as you do.
Mr. IRVINE said that the honorable member seemed to have Mr. LascelIes
on the brain. He was there to speak for
his own constituents, who were miles removed from Mr. Lascelles and the land he
held.
He would beg the Government
again to take an opportunity of reconsidering their decision. He could assure
them that, so far as his knowledge went,
the acceptance of this .amendment would
tend to the pr~sperity and welfare of that
part of the ma11ee.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed that there
was a great deal of force in what had been
urged in fayour of the clause. On the
other hand, if it was accepted now, it was
accepted altogether; and if it was rejected
it was not rejected altogether.
Mr. IRVINE.-You deprive it of half its
effect.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that the honorable member was, at a late hOllr and in a
comparatively thin House, proposing to
deal with a large part of the country. The
area held under malIee allotment leases
was 3,172,007 acres. The number of
rnallee allotments held under lease was
3,489, and of these 2,605 of the lessees
were already able to select up to 640 acres;
566 were able to select between 640 and
1,000 acres; 128 were able to select
between 1,000 and 1,280 acres; and 79
were able to select between 1,280 and
1.600 acres.
Of the 3,489 lessees of
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mallee allotments 3,378 were already able
to select. That left III persons who were
not able to select, and there were twenty
of them who held very large areas indeed.
They were block holders. There were 65
others who had also very large holdillgs.
Mr. BENT.- 'What do you mean by
that?
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that they held
holdings of 19,000, 18,000, 17,000,
16,000, 11,000, and 10,000 acres. rrhe
areas tapered down to about 2,000 acres.
Mr. MURRAY.-Is not there one man
who holds more than 19,000 acres ~
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that there was
one.
Mr. MURRAY.-How much does he
hold ~
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that the Minister of Lands informed him that the
gentleman referred to and his family
and partners held about 100,000 acres.
These leases had already been in existence some seventeen years. There was no
doubt that some of these had been years
of drought and trouble. The difficulties
which settlers had to contend with were
great, but where the State was dealing
with such huge national interestsiheycould
well aft'ord to wait another six months.
This matter had been considered by the
Cabinet, and a number of honorable members had left the House relying on the
statement of the Premier that the Goyernmentwerenot going to assent to this amendment. They had to remember on the one
hand that the cOlmtry might be committed
irretrievably to dealing with mil1oIlsof acres
of land, and on the other that they were
only proposing to postpone for a compara. .
tively little while the consideration of this
great question. In the interval the Minister of Lands would visit t he country,
inquire into the whole matter, and bring
down a report. He would therefore ask
the House to support the Government in
the position they had taken up.
Mr. BEST stated that he would like
the Minister of Lands to tell lhe House
what area of country would be affected
by the proposed renewal of the III leases.
The impression had been left by the Minister of Lauds that it was 3,000,000 acres.
Mr. J. A. ISAAcs.-I have not the other
figures, but the 65 persons hold 577,927
acres.
Mr. BEST said that the area must be a
great deal under 1,000,000 acres.
Mr. BROvVN remarked that the mallee
was .not the most inviting country in the
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world, and the men who were settled there problems the House had to solve was how
had certainly had a bad time of it. If no to keep the people who were settled there
concession were to be granted to them it on the land.
During the seasons of
was not likely that their position would be drought some of the llufortunate settlers
very much improved. If the first exten- had to carry water 10, 20, and even 30
sion of five years were allowed, it was miles. They were leading a struggling
probable that hud would be put nnder existence, and they deserved every en~
culti ration that might otherwise become a eouragement. No greater disaster could
rabbit warren. The concession would be happen to the mallee country than that
a small one to the Government, but it any large areas should be made available
would be of vast importance to the unfor- and should be leh unoccupied. At one
tunate settlers in the drought-stricken time this country was a complete wilder
It should be the endeavour of ness, alld a menace to the colony. If
districts.
the Government to keep the men who there were 100,000 or 200,000 acres, or
were there on the land.
He was at even 20,000 or 50,000 acres, unoccupied
Nathalia doing business the other day, these areas at once became breeding
and he knew that the amendment which gronnds for vermin, and they depreciated
had been sent down by another place the value of the surrounding land and
would, if it were accepted, give the helped to drive the settlers away. The
greatest possible satisfaction. He. trusted matter was a very serious one indeed. If
that the session would not be allowed to the House had an opportunity of inducclose without something being done that ing the people to remain in the allotment
would improve the position of the settlers. conntry, and keep it free from vermin,
They were not being asked to give Rny- they should take a~vantage of it. Honorthing away.
rrhey were not talking now able members must not think for a
of Bacchus Marsh land, but what were moment that 3,000,000 acres of land
011ce regarded as the waste lands of the were involved in the proposal that was
colony. The mal1ee was a long way from now made. At the very most the area
the markets, and it wonld only grow the was not more than 600,000 or 700,000
one special product-wheat.
. acres. As a matter of fact, the whole
Mr. BEST stated that the House had area occupied by the 3,500 mallee allot-·
to consider what was best in the interests ment holders was only 3,000,000 acres,
of the State. That must be their first and a renewal of the' leases had been
consideration. If they could do justice to granted to all, except.ing the III men.
. all persons they should certainly make an The concession that had been granted
effort to meet them. He wanted to say at to others should be extended to them.
once, that if there was not a plethora of They had all suffered alike; they had all
land availablo in the mal1ee which they practically had excised from the term of
could not get settled, he would admit that their leases the five years of drought, which
the proposition made by another place had been worse than un profi table. The
should not be entert!\ined for a moment. settlers in the mallee had led a life of
At the present time there was something the direst misery during the last five
like 500,000 acres available. The leader years.
of the Opposition had made a slight misMr. BROwN.-And they have been
t ake in saying that that \vas the area getting deeper into debt all this time.
which he (Mr. Best) resumed. As a matter
Mr. BEST said that that was so. Tho
of fact, he believed that a considerable problem the House had t() settle was how
portion of this area had been available since to keep those men on the laud. The five
1891, and the Government had not been years to which it was proposed to extend
able to get people to take it up. He the leases was not a lengthy period.
resumed about 400,000 acres himself. He About 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 acres would
was sorry to say, that although 100,000 be falling in from the block country in
acres of that area was within a compara- 1903, and no more serious mistake could be
tively speaking closely-settled district, and made that! that of allowing the whole of
was undoubtedly good land, the Govern- this country to be thrown on their hands
ment had been una-ble to get people to settle at the present time. Those were the
upon it. rrhat was owing to the drought. facts, and he hoped that honorable memHe had travelled through this country bers would ponder ovel' them. He was
two or three times, and he could assure sure that they would see that there was
honorable members that one of the biggest justice in the claim that was made.
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Mr. MURRAY said that the bona fide
selectors who were on the mallee or anywhere else possessed the sympathies of
every section of the House, but they w~re
not the kind of persons whom he opposed
having any of these pri vileges or concessions granted to them. Honorable
members had learnt nothing about the
position, quality, and prospects of the
land which these people were compelled
to give up, nor yet. as to how it would
bear comparisoll with other portions of
the mallee. Hunorable members heard a
great deal about certain portions of the
mallee which had been available, and
whioh had not bcenoccllpied,although open
for occupation. A considerable quantity of
this land had been taken possession of by
gentlemen who were notoriolls speculators
in mallee land, and who had pursued a
policy of mallee spoliation with the assistance of the State. If honorable members
wished to assist the bona fide selector, they
could easily do so by limiting the concession
it was proposed to make to a certain area.
It was the prospect of individuals making
a profit of the national estate which made
some of them so anxious to hold a large
area of it. Honorable members might
regard the present and the late Minister of
Lands as the official advisers of the House
on this question. 1,'he honorable ml~mbel'
for Fitzroy, who was also an ex-Minister
for Lands, went to a great .deal of trouLle
to disabuse the minds of honorable members in regard to what he thonght was a
wrong impression held by them as to area.
Other honorable members might ha\'e held
a wrong impression, but he did not; he
knew pretty ~"ell the arecl. of land to
which the amendment applied; 500,000
acres were held by III individuals, and
that meant an average of 4,500 acres; but
if we took from that 100,000 acres, said to
be held by one, the average was about
3,600 acres.
Mr. IRVINE.-Is that a very large area 7
Mr. MURRAY said it was not. 'Vhilst
he did not consider 3,600 aeres too large
an area, he considered lOO,OOO acres too
much for one individual to hold, not for
the legitimate purpose of cultivating the
laud himself, but for the purpose of
speculation. Under the previous policy
of the Lands-office, middlemen had been
allowed to come in and do the work the
State itself ought to do, and make a profit
out of the occupants of Crown lands. If
honorable members really wished to benefit the legitimate occupiers, he was willing

A mendment Bill.

to assist them, and to accept, to some extent,
the amendment made in another place;
but to restrict the application of it to an
area of 3,600 acres, which would, he
apprehended, be considered quite enough
for anyone man to hold for agricultural
purposes, even of mallce land.
Mr. TAVERNER remarked that he
desired to say a word or two on the
amendment, particularly as the whole of
this country was within the district he
represented. He wished to at once disabuse the minds of honorable members as
to Mr. Lascelles being the one holding
the whole of this country. The country
was held by a company consisting of a
large number of persons who had invested
a large amount of money in the manee,
and had put upon it first-class men, who
were doing great work. He would like
to impress upon the House the fact that
in 1903 we should have nearly 6,000,000
acres of block country falling into the
hands of the State. The figures which
had been given during the evening were
not quite correct. Some honorable members might be inclined to think that they
were dealing with 3,000,000 acres of allotment country. As a matter of fact, the
honorable member for Fitzroy was well
within the mark when he stated that the
amendment would deal with about 700,000
acres of mallee country.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-The honorable member must not. forget that we have already
under the Bill dealt with 2,500,000 acres,
and given relief to 3,378 individnals.
Mr. 1,'AVERNEH. said that the amendment would deal wit.h III allotment lessees, and they were asking for an extension
of five years, provided they cultivated half
their land before 1903.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Half of the cultivatable
land.
Mr. 'r AVERNER said that that meant
the employment of a lot of labour, and it
was an impol'tan t factor so far as rail ways
were concerned. vVe did not part with
the land, but gave men an opportunity of
going UpOll it and working it, and returning it to the State in five years in a better
condition, whereas to-day it was in the
hands of rabbits, wild dogs, and dense
mallee scrub. So far a~ Mr. Lascelles
was concerned, he had. hot heard a single
complaint from one man who had been
put upon the mallee OOlllltl'y by him. He
knew, as a matter of fact., that Mr. Lascelles during the last five bad years had
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helped the men along with fodder for their
stock and horses for themselves.
Dr. MALONEY.-'Vhat a philanthropic
man!
Mr. TAVERNER said he did not deny
that what Mr. Laseelles had done had
been done on business lines. He had
not, however, heard a single complaint
from the district he represented so far
as Mr. Lascelles was concerned. He
thought the suggestion of the honorable
member for 'Varrnambool was a good
one if it could be adopted to the extent
to which it was adopted iu New South
'Vales. There they recognised t,hat they
could not deal with a large amount of
country falling into their hands, and they
had granted a renewal of half the areas.
That was a sort of com promise which the
Government of Victoria might take into
consideration. In 1903 the are8\, would be
so large that we should not have the
people to put upon it. In giving these
III rnen the right of renewal for five
years, provided they proved their bona
fides, we should be doing good work in the
interests of the State.
Mr. BENT said he hoped the Government would not agree to the amendment.
Certain honorable lllembers would lead
the House to believe that the mallee was
wretched country. He kne\v a little
about it, and he knew it was not wretched
country. As many as 3,378 people had
been allowed concessions. VVonld honorable members say that the land under
consideration was 110 good ~
Mr. BnowN.-The honorable member
knows the disability attached to it.
Mr. BENT remarked that he knew he
should Bot ve called upon at this hour of
the night to vote contrary to what had
been done some time ago. In the earlier
part of the evening honorable members
were told that, as this was the last night
of the session, important matters would
Hot be dealt with, and yet we were dealing
with the disposition of 600,000 acres of
valuable country. He thought the people
of the country would rather let the measure go for the next six months than give
way on this' question.
The Honse divided on the question that
the amendment of the Legislative Council
be disagreed withAyes
31
Noes
19
Majority for disag~eement

12
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AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Barbour,
Beazley,
Bent,
Billson,
Bromley,
Burton,
Duggan,'
Findley,
Gillott,
Gurr,
Hennessy,
I. A. Isaacs,
Keast,
Lawson,
D~" Maloney,
" McInerney,

Mr. Morrissey,
" Murray,
" Nichols,
" Oman,
" O'Neill,
" Peacock,
" Prendergast,
" Ramsay,
Lieut.-Col. Reay,
Mr. Robinson,
" Sadler,
" Sangster,
" Tucker.
l'ellers.

Mr. Bailes,
" J. A. Isaacs.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anderson,
Andrews,
Argyle,
Best,
I~r?wn,

Gall',
Gillies,
A. Harris,
Irvine,
Lazarus,

Mr. Levien,
" J. VV. Mason,'
" McArthur,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McLean,
" Taverner,
" Toutcher.
rPellers.

Mr. Bennett,
" Craven.

Mr. DUGGAN said that the Legislative
Council had declined, as proposed in clause
53, to repeal sub-section (2) of the MalIee
Lands Act 1896, which had reference to
some mal1ee land within 3 miles of the
Murray. At present 81 lessees were settled
upon it, and amongst theIn were a number
of village settlers. The effect of the amendment of the Legislative Council was that
they would not possess the privileges con·
fen'ed upon them in the Bill. That was
most unjust. rrhere had been a reservation
in the past of some 3 miles along the bank
of the Murray. The mallee came flown
almost to the edge of the river at these
particular places, and it was now pr(wided
that there should be a 3-chain reserve
along the bank. This land had been
heavi Iy grassed during the last six years,
because it had not been inundated to the
extent to which it llseu to be. The back
land would be availed of by the settlers.
A great number of acres would be thrown
open to these people; and he failed to see,
as a matter of policy, why they should
pay large and exorbitant prices for the
land. He begged to moveThat the amendment be disagreed with.

Mr. BEST said that for many years
thif:) strip of laud, running for 3 miles
along the Murray, had been reserved. If
it was to be made available for settlement,
which was a very wise proceeding, he
trusted that it would not be made available in large areas. 'l'hat would be a
disastrolls thing.
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Mr. DUGG.AN.-It is a matter for inquiry,
and I will take a note of the point.
The amendment was disagreed with.

Mr. DUGGAN said that the Council
had made a purely formal amendment in
sub-section (2) of clanse 61. There was
no principle involved, and he begged to
moveThat the amendment be agreed with.

The amel1dment was agreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN said the next amendment
made by the Council was in clause 63.
The clause stated that the definition of
the expression "farming district" should
be repealed. The Legislative Council had
omitted the clause altogether. This mcant
that in future, as far as closer settlement
was concerned, a clause must be inc1 uded
in each Act defining that particular
portion of the country to be a farming
district. The Government had intended
to say that the whole of the colony should
be a farming district for the purposes of
this measure. In the future, however,
each district would have to be dealt with
separately. He begged to luove_That the amendment be disagreed with.

The amendment was disagreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN said that the Council
had made a slight amendment in clause
66, adding the word "timber."
The
amendment. was not very important, and
the Government would accept it.
He
begged to moveThat the amendment be agreed with.

The amendment was agreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN said that in clause 68 an
amel'lCJment had been made by the Council
with regard to village settlements. The
reference in the clause was principally to
the village settiement lands at Koo-weeI·Up. rrhe matter was discussed at some
length by the Assembly, and an amendment was moved by the honorable member for Mornington with which the Government, in the first place, disagreed. But,
afterwards, \\' hen he learnt from the honorable member the circumstances of the
case the Government consented to accept
the amendment. The facts were that
money was borrowed at 3 per cent., and
~he people at Koo-wee-rup were given this
money at 4~ per cent. The honorable member for Mornington wished the interest to
be remitted altogether. It was really not
a question of interest at all. The debate in
another place hinged upon that question,
but what was not understood there was
that when the people at Koo-wee~rup took
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this land it was understood by them that
it was reclaimed land.
This, however,
was a misnomer. It had not been drained
01'

reclaimed,' and it was in consequence of

that that the Government were willing to
make the. concession. He begged to
moveThat the amendment be disagreed with.

The amendment was disagreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN said the Legislative
Council had struck out clause 69. The
Government did not wish to persevere
with the clause. Considerable debate had
taken place upon it, and, as perse\'erance
with it might result in endangering the
Bill, he begged to moveThat the amendment be agreed with.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said that this
clause referred to the matter of the compulsory taking of land. He totally objected to the Upper House having their
own way in the matter.
Mr. J)UGG.AN.-There is no hope in the
world.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if land
was not to be taken compulsorily the closer
settlement policy could never be a success.
He regarded this as one of the mo::;t important provisions in the Bill. It was
better to abandon the Bill altogether than
to drop this provision. He was not altogether infatuated with the Bill, which
was not really in the interest of the
settlement of the country, but rather forthe
ad vantage of the small storekeepers and
the money lenders. It would facilitate
the alienation or la.nd by people who never
intended to go and select at all.
The House divided on the question t.hat
the Council's amendI:nent be agreed withAyes
33
Noes
15
:Majority for agreement

18

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anderson,
Andrews,
Argyle,
Barbour,
Bent,
Brown,
Burton,
Craven,
Duggan,
Foster,
Gail',
Gillott,
Gurr,
A. Harris,
Irvine,
I. A. Isaacs,
Keast,

Mr. Lawson,
" Lazarus,
" Levien,
" J. W. Mason,
" McArth ur,
Dr. McInerney,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. Morrissey,
" Nichols,
" Onlan,
" O'Neill,
" Peacock,
" Sadler,
" Taverner.
Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Robinson.
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NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
,,
"
Dr.
Mr.

Best,
Billson,
Bromley,
Findley,
Henness y ,
J. A. Isaacs,
Maloney,
McLean,

Mr. Murray,
Lieut. -Col. Reay,
Mr. Sangster,
" Tou tcher,
" Tucker.
Tellers.
Mr. Beazley,
" Prendergast.

Mr. DUGGAN said that the Council
had inserted Hew clauses E to H. These
were machinery clauses. It would be remembered that the ex-Minister of Lands
introduced 23 machinery clanses, which
the present Government accepted at once.
These clauses, however, were in the
<>rlg'inal Bill as well as the 23 which had
been accepted. He had no objection to
them. He begged to moveThat the amendments be agreed with.

The amendments were agreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN said the new clause K
referred to residents in the village selt,leBaeot areas. In some of the settlements
at the presen t time people had been compelled to reside on very low wet land.
rrhey had more recently acquired land of a
higher character, and they proposed shifting their homes from the low land to the
high land. This provision was to credit
them wit.h residence within the meaning
of the Act. He begged to moveThat the amendment be agreed with.

The amenolment was agreed with.
Mr. DUGGAN sa.id that the next amendment to be dealt with was Hew clause
L. This was practically the same provi~ion as the House had already struck out,
and he did not think he could ask honorable members to :agree to its insertion.
He begged to moveThat the amendment be disagreed with.

The amendment was disagreed with.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Council, with a message
intimating that the Assembly had agreed
with some of the amendments, and had
disagreed with others.
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
This Bill was returned from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they had agreed to the same with an
.amendment.
The amend men t was ordered to be taken
into consideration at a later stage.
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PRIZES FOR BUTTER FACTORIES
AND CREAMERIES.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister of
Agriculture the following questions : 1. If he will consider, during the recess, the
desirability of giving prizes for the best-managed
butter factories and creameries?
2. Will the Minister give early consideration
to the advisability of establishing dairy and
agricultural colleges?

Mr. MORRISSEY.-In reply to question
No.1, I have to say that I do not know
whether it is practicable to do what the
honorable member asks. 'l'he question
embraces the whole colony, and if the
Government undertake to make an examination of the whole of the butter
factories and creameries for the purpose
of ascertaining which of them should get
a prize, it would entail considerable delay
But I will give consideration to the suggestion. 'Vith regard to question No.2,
the answer is-Yes; I will give consideration to it.
'WHARFAGE CHARGES ON
MANURES.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister of
Agriculture if he would take action to
have the wharfage charges now collected
on manures reduced to at least half the
present rate ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-The answer isYes, I will.
'VOMEN'S SUFFRAGE BILL.
PRENDERGAST said he would
like to ask the Attorney-General what was
the intention of the Government in regard
to the action of the Legisla ti ve Council in
once more rejecting the'Vomen's Suffrage
Bill?
Mr. r. A. ISAACS.-The matter will be
dealt with a little later on.
~{r.

SAVINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
The amendments made by the Legislative Council in this Bill were taken into
consideration.
Mr. r. A. ISAACS stated that this Bill
amended the Savings Banks Act 1896 in
respect of the salary of the InspectorGeneral and the issue of bonds and debentures. The Council had agreed to the
Bill, but had inserted a new clause which
was distinctly a breach of the privileges
of the Assembly. That clause was as
fo11ows:In section 36 of the Savings Banks Aet 1890
Amendment Act 1896, the words-" or unless
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some particular nlode of investment is thereby
prescribed" are hereby repealed.

He wonld tell honorable members what
the amendment meant on its merits,
and then explain why it was an infraction of the privileges of the Assembly.
The Act of 1896, generally known as
the Credit Foncier Act, provided that
moneys should be appropriated for the
purposes of loans to farmers and others.
Section 36 of that Act was as follows : Any corporate hody, charitable or friendly
society, may invest any portion of the funds or
moneys under their control in the purchase of
mortgage bonds, and any executors, administrators, or trustees having the power or duty of
investing any moneys may purchase with or out
of such moneys (unless forbidden to do so by
the Act or instrument under which thev act or
unless some particular modo of investment is
thereby prescribed) any mortgage bonds, and
eyery such investment and purchase shall be
deemed a due investment of <my such funds or
moneys.

In other words, that section provided that
executors, administrators, and trustees,
having the power of investing moneys,
might invest in mortgage bonds unless forbidden by Act of Parliament, ot' by tile instrument under which they acted, or unless
that instrument. provided some particular
mode of investment.
The Council's
amendment repealed the words "unless
some particular mode of investment is
thereby prescribed," which left it in this
way, that although the Act or the instru·
ment prescribed a particular mode of
investment, it might be disregarded altogether, and the money in vested in these
mortgage bonds.
On the merits of
the amendment, it seemed to him to be
distinctly wfong. If a person directed by
a settlement, a will, or a deed that money
was to be invested in a particular way
that direction ought to be followed and not
disregarded. But, in addition to that,
the \'ery same question about the constitutional position was raised in 1896 in relation to the very same Act when it was a
Bill. Amendm~nts were made in that Bill.
The Premier(after explaining those amendments, as reported in HanS(~1'd, vol. 84,
page 4786 and following pages; anal, after
pointing out that they were, comparatively speakillg, trifiitlg) distinctly stated
that the Bill was really a Money Bill appropriating money for certain purposes, and
that another plaee had no rig'ht to make
any alteration in it. III fact, he moved
that the Assemblydisagree with the amendments on the ground, to put it shortly,
1Jfr. I. A. 18aacs.
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that the amendments were an interference
with the provisions of section 56 of the
Constitution Act. The Premier's motion
was agreed to, and the Bill was sent back
to the Council, who decided, under protest, not to insist on their amendments.
The Council had now sent down a proposed
amendment of the very same Act, and
it seemed to him that there was no
course open for him but to ask that
the amendment be disagreed with. He
did not know whether it was necessary to
add the reason for such disagreement at the
present time. Perhaps it would be better
if they did not give any reason in the
first instance; in fact, it might avoid any
friction if the Assembly simply disagreed
with the Council's a:mendment, becanse
another place might perhaps not insist on
the amendment. He therefore begged to
moveThat the amendment be disagreed with.

Mr. IRVINE said he could not state
that he entirely appretCiated the reasons;
the Attorney-General had given why this
amendment of the Legislative Council \\'as
deemed to be a breach of the privileges of
the Legislative Assembly. But he fully
acknowledged that in matters of this sort
it was desirable the Assembly should be
entirely unanimous, and should be guided
by the opinion of the chief Law officer of
the Crown for the time beillg. rl'here
was one matter, ho\yever, as to the form in
which the disagreement was expressed to
,,,hich he would like to draw attention.
It had always seemed to him that to disagree with a. suggested amendment which
was held to be a. breach of the privileges
of the Assembly was not the proper course
to take, but that the Assembly should
refuse to entertain the amendment, be~ause, if it could not be made by the
Council under the Constitution, the Assembly ought not to treat it a.s an amendment at all. That was the course laid
down in a very old precedent, by 011e of
the grea.test Speakers who ever sat
in the Cbair, and it was the only
proper course to adopt. That was the
precedent he (Mr. Irvine) asked the Assembly to follow in a case which occurred
last session. However, he did not desire
to insist very strongly on that position,
but he thought it was very desirable-if
they adopted the practice of disagreeing
with an amendment of the Council because it was a breach of the privileges of
the Assembly, which he thought was not
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the correct practice-they should couple LAND ACTS FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL.
with their di~agreement a statement of the
This Bill was returned from the LegisreaSOll why they did disagree with it.
That was certainly not the invariable lative Council, with a message intimating
practice, but it was the practice Llsnally that they did not insist on some of their
adopted, and it was an especially desirable amendments, but insisted on others.
:Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed that he
practice to adopt, for this reason: The
Conncil dealt with the Assembly's message regretted to say that some of the amendas if the Assembly had considered the ments of another place in the Land Acts
whole amendment on its merits. Now, Further Amendment Bill had been insisted
the Assembly had not considered this on, and amongst them was one with
amendment on its merits. The Assembly which the Assembly had disagreed on
disagreed with' an amendment made by the ground that it was an invasion of
the Legislative Council in another Bill. their privileges with regard to money.
That Bill went back to the other Cham- He might explain that it was a prober, and the matter was put before the posal of the Government in clause 24 of
Council by a member of the Government the Bill that Parliament should extend
without any intimation that there was any the power of the Government to issue
objection whatever on the part of the Government stock from £100,000 in any
Assembly to deal with the amendment, financial year to £200,000, and, as he had
or that there was any question of privi- previously explained, this undoubtedly
lege raised, so that the other place was a provision for appropriating public
were not aware officially, if even at all moneys for the payment for land that was
aware, that there was any refusal on taken in connexion with closer settlement.
the part of the Assembly to entertain For that reason the Aseembly declined to
the amendment, or that any point agree with the amendment of the Council
of privilege had been raised in the eliminating the clause, irrespective of any
Lower House at all. He would suggest other consideration. Another place, howto the Attorney-General that it was ever, had thought fit to insist upon its
essentially desirable that propel' reasons amendment. He felt compelled, of course,
for refusing to agree to this amend- to preserve the privileges of the Assembly,
ment should be stated in the message but at the same time he did not want to
for the information of another place, do anything that would cause the loss of
namely, because they thought the amend- a very valuable measure if that could be
lllent an infraction of the privileges of avoided. "What he proposed to do was
the Assembly.
what had been done on other occasions, to
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS remarked that he ask the Assembly to lay this Bill aside, and
had 110 objection to adopt that course, if to pass another measure without this clause
there was any doubt as to whether another at all. This was not a time to insist upon
place would prop8rly appreciate the reason quarrelling over a clause of that kind.
of the Assembly for refusing to agree to They wanted to have the Bill made law.
the amendment. His only object in not This particular provision might be disproposing to state the Assembly's reason, pensed with, bnt he was not going to ask
in the first instance, was to lessen the the House to do that at the expense of
chance of friction between the two Houses. sacrificing its privileges. rrhere ,rere one
In order that there might be no mis- or two other amendments insisted on by
apprehension about the matter, however, anuther Honse whieh he intended to ask
he begged to withdraw his previous the Assembly to disagree with al~o; but
those of themselves would not necessitate
motion, and to movethe laying aside of the Bill. He would first
That this House disagrees with the amendask the House to lay aside this Bill: aLd in
ment of the Legislati\'e Council, because snch
the course of a few minutes another Bill,
amendment involves an alteration of an Act
whic}l appropriates public moneys, and the
practically the same, but without this
Assembly does not deem it necessary to offer
cln.nse, and containing certain other amendany further reason, hoping the above may be
ments which had been previously agreed
sufficient.
to, would be brought in, and it conld be
The motion was agreed to.
passed then through its various stages and
'1'he Bill was ordered to be returned sent to another Chamber.
to the Legislati va COl1ncil with a message
Dr. McINERNEY asked what were the
intimating the decision of the House.
other amendments 7
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Mr. r. A. ISAACS remarked that, besides the amendment striking out clausc
24, there was also an amendment with
regard to the extension of mallee leases
to the biggcr holders. The Council had
also struck out the clanse of the honorable
member for Mornington, relating to the
payment of interest by the Koo-wee-rup
Swamp holders. The Government intended
to retain that provision, becallse, as had
been previollsly pointed out, it was rather
a breach of faith of the Government to
charge these men the full amount for land
which was not of the quality they bargained to get. He begged to moveThat the Bill be laid aside.

Mr. IRVINE stated that he congratulated the Attorney-General on adopting
a course which seemed to be the most
sensible under the circumstances, and
which, while it preserved the privileges of
the Assembly, would get rid of any difficulty in connexion with this measure.
Mr. PHENDERGASl' remarked that if
the proposition was adopted of insistillg
on clause 24, they could compel the
Council either to pass the Bill or take the
onus of throwing it Gut.
Surely this
would be a more legitimate conrse than
to practically give way to the Conncil on
a financial clause, and go through the
form of passing the Bill again without
that clause. He totally objected to the
position taken up by the Attorney-General
in this matter. It was a positioil which
had been taken up t<DO often in connexioll
with legislation.
Mr. TUCKER asked whether it would
~ot be possible for a free conference to be
held with another place to deal with this
matter ~ He held that the Bill which
had been before the HOl,lse was the Bill
which should be passed. He elid not
think the Council should be allowed to
bluff the Assembly for all time.
Dr. MALONEY observed that he had
decided to vote against laying this Bill
aside. He was getting about sick of the
other House kicking this Chamber. He
did not kno\v whether the Assembly had
lost their fighting power, but years ago
this kind of thing would not have been
tolerated.
Now they lay down and
allowed the Council to jump on them.
If the Assembly would not fight for their
rights and privileges, they deserved all
the snubbing that they got.
Mr. IRVINE.-You must have something to fight about.
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Dr. MALONEY said there was plenty
to fight abont. The Council had just
rejected the Women's Suffrage Bill for
the sixth time.
The present proposal
was a polite way of avoiding a difficnity
which the Government and the Assembly
did not seem to have the courage to face.
The House divided on the question that
the Bill be laid asideAy~
No~

32
10

Majority for laying the Bill aside

22

AYE8.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"
"
"
"
"

Andrews,
Argyle,
Burton,
Duggan,
Foster,
Gillies,
Gillott,
Gurr,
A. Harris,
Hennessy,
Irvine,
1. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,
Lawson,
Mackinnon,
Mauger,
McGregor,

Dr.
Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

McInerney,
McLean,
Morrissey,
Murray,
Nichols,
Oman,
O'Neill,
Peacock,
Ramsay,
Robinson,
Sadler,
Taverner,
Trenwith.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Lazarus.
NOES.

Mr. Billson,
" Bromley,
" Findley,
Dr. Maloney,
Lieut. -Col. Reay,
Mr. Sangster,

Mr. Tucker,
" Vale.
'l'elle1·S.
Mr. Beazley,
" Prendergast.

LAND ACTS FUR'l'HER AMENDMENT
BILL (No.2).
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS, by leave, without
notice, moved for leave to introduce a Bill
to amend the Land Acts and for other
purposes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he objected.
The SPEAKER.-I do not intend to
snstain the honorable member's objection.
'l'his is the last day of the session, and
the Speaker can rule that a Bill is a measure of urgency, and I illtend to gi ve that
ruling ill this case. This has been the
practice of the House for some years.
In fact, I have known Bills to be ruled
urgent a week before the closing of the
session, and as this is the very last day of
the present session, I l:ihall certainly declare that this is an urgent Bill, and that
therefore notice need not be given.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a first time, and
ordered to be printed.
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Mr. 1. A. ISAACS moved the second
reading of the Bill.
Dr. MALON EY.-Mr. Speaker, do you
propose to have the Bill circulated to-day?
You said that it waS! to be printed to-day.
The SPEAKER.-The order of the
Honse has been made for the Bill to be
printecl, and read a second time this day.
. Dr. MALONEY.-I submit that it is
absolutely impossible to have the Bill
printed to-day, and while you say it is
printed you know it is not.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member should not address the Speaker in that
way. I repeat that the House has ordered
the Bill to' be printed, and reacl a second
time this d<'ty. The House agreed to that
motion, and the question now is that the
Bill be now read a second time.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am not opposing this Bill, but [ am opposing the abrogation of the privileges of the Assembly
in the interests of another place. I am
opposing one particular clause-clause 24,
a money clause-being taken ont of the
Bill at the dictation of another place. The
Assembly should stand 011 their constitutional rights; but in bringing in the Bill
in another form without that clause, as is
now being done, we are forfeiting our
rights. The responsibility of rejecting the
Bill in its previous form should be thrown
on another Chamber. The form of procedure now adopted may not be unconstitutional, but it is the first time it has been
exerrised during the peri(i)(l I have been
in the House.
.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-The honorable member is mistaken; the same thing has been
done several times.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-With regard
to another clause the Legislative Council
has said that there will be plenty of time
for .legislating on the subject next session, and the same position can be taken
up by the Assembly with regard to
this Bill if the Council refuses to pass
Let the Coun0il throw
clause 24.
out the Bill if they please, and take
the responsibility. Fresh legislation can
be introduced in January next, if honorable members are willing to come back
and do the work which the country is
paying them for. It has been contended
that. this Bill is a storekeepers' Bill, a
mortgagees' Bill, a Bill in the interests of
those who own big lots of land, and a Bill
to place money lenders in a better position. The full effect of the Bill will not
be seen for six or twelve months. Hurried
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legislation has never been ill the interests
of the country, and this is a case of hasty
legislation. Full and free discussion is
what is :::equirecl on a question of this
kind. The Assembly has been doing
work ill a week which, if the interests of
the colony had been considered, ought to
have re'luired six months' deliberation.
Mr. VALE.-If I am not under a misapprehension, one of the amendments
insisted on by the Council - The SPEAKEH.-The honorable memo
bel' is not entitled to debate that now.
That question is settled; the only question is that the Bill be now read a second
time.
Mr. VALE.-On the q nestion that the
Bill be read a second time, I take it for
granted that we can debate what is ill
the Bill, and what should be in the Bill.
I think a Land Bill, to meet the requirements of the country, should consult the
interests of every portion of the community. Compliance with this proposal should
be COll pled with a recognition of the
justifiable demands of Olle section of the
settlers. The Government are playing,
I \Yill not say a cowardly, but a very
low down game. A blunderbuss is }-,resented at us, and we are told to refuse
concessions to one of the most struggling
portions of the community. If I were in
order, I should move the re-insertion of
the cla,llse which has been struck out.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There is one clause in
the Bill giving the same people £20,000.
Mr. VALE.-The honorable gentleman
is referring to the settlers in the Koo-weerup Swamp. Let him go there and see
the lives that those men have beel1leading
flJ)l' the last ten years.· I will conclude by
simply entering my protest against the
cowardly concession by this Cham bel'.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member must not use that expression.
Mr. VALE.-I beg to withdraw the
expression.
Mr. MURRA Y.-W e understand the
fiction of ordering a Bill to be printed.
'Ve know the printing in the time available to be a physical impossibility. "Ve
also know that the Bill could not have
been circulated as a new Bill, . according to
the instructions of the House. I should
like to know exactly in w~at respect the
llew Bill differs from the old Bill?
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-At what stage ~
Mr. MURRAY.-At the stage at which
we last had anything to do with it in this
Chamber.
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Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-vVe disagreed with
various amendments made bv another
place. They insisted on clause "24. 1.'hat
was the money clause, and we have struck
it out. 1.'hey also insil:lted on the amendment extending the leases for fise years to
the larger mallee allotment holders. vVe
are not putting that provision in this
Bill. Auother place did not insist on the
clause allowing transferees of grazing areas
to get credit for the term of occupation
and the rents paid by the lessees.
Dr. MALONEY.-I desire to say, Mr.
Speaker, that I regret the statement I
made with regard to the printing of the
Bil1. After what I have heard from the
honorable member for "\Varrnambool, I
think that I understand the matter.
There are many good clauses in this Bill,
and I do not wish to deprive the settlers
in the mallce of the benefits of them, but
I do strongly object to the Legislative
Assembly always turning the cheek to
the smiter, and never hitting back. It
seems to me that year in and year ont
Governments adopt this policy of surrender. I regret that we have llot a
fighting Government ill office.
I believe
that if the late Government had remained
on the Treasury bench they would have
shown more fight, and a greater determination to maintain the rights and
privileges of the House, than this Government.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Yon helped
to kick them out.
Dr. MALONEY.-Yes, I did; and I
think that \Ye were fools all along the line.
"\Vhat the Arg~ls said about the conve11tion proposal was apparently true. This
Government will liot come back to the
House after the recess the same in personnel as it is now. The Bill we are now
dealing with is a good one, and, in committee, I shall try to get the clauses that
have been struck ont re-inserted. I hope
that later on the Government wi1l explain
what action they intend to take with
regard to another Bill that hal:) been
absolutely jumped on by the Legislative
Council. I do not want yon to think, Mr.
Speaker, that I intended any rudeness to
you. I t did come to me as a shock when
I heard that the Bill was to be printed,
and dealt with again aftel' so short
an intena1.
I did not grasp the
figment. I see that I was wrong, and I
promise not to offend in the same manner
again. I should like to hear from the
Government whether they are going to
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fight or not, for I say definitely that whem
I meet my electors next month I shan
tell them that the Legislative Assembly is
allowing itself to be wiped out by another
place. "Ve know that there are only
2,000 individuals in the colony who have
means enough to enable them to contest
seats for another place, and yet we are
allowing that House to exercise dominant power. If the Government are going
to carryon the same old game, I shall
say let the Legislative Council bo the
dominant power, because we in the Legislative Assembly do not apparently consider our rights worth fighting for.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1 (Short title),
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
ask that every clause that had been
amended by the Legislative Council
should be dealt with separately.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS stated that there
were only three clauses in dispute in the
former Bill.
One was clause 24, the
money clause, which had been omitted.
If any honorable mem ber wanted to move
that again he could do so. The next was
the proposed new clause inserted after
clause 33. The object of this was to extend
the leases for the larger mallee allotment
holders. That was not in this Bill at all.
The third point in dispute was the clause
introduced on the motion of the honorable
member for Mornington to give relief to
the vil1age settlers who got unreclairned
land, when they thought they would get
reclaimed land. That clause was in this
Bill.
1'he Bill having been gone through,
Dr. MALONEY proposed the following
new clause : In section 159 of the Land Act 1898, for
the words" One hundred thousand" there shall
be substituted the words "Two hundrecl
thousand."
He stated that this was the old 24th
clau:5e, which he desired to have reinstated.
Mr. TUCKEB. stated that it appeared
to him, and he could not help saying so,
that honorable members were raisiug a
bogy just for the sake of being able to
knock it down again.
The Legislative
Assembly had already determined by a
very large majority to reject this clause.
Instead of :now showin~ fight to another
place, honorable members were actually
fighting amongst themselves. They had
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no prospect whatever of getting the clause
l'e·inserted in the Bill, and they were
simply wasting time. He was prepared
to go wieh his colleagues and the labour
party on every point that he considered
to be fair and legitimate, but he could
not follow them in this instance. No
object could be gained by the proposal
that was 110W made.
Mr. MURRAY.~ What about the solidarity of the party?
Mr. TUCKER said that he was as loyal
to his party as wa~ any man in the
House, but he must do what he considered
to be reasonable.
Tire clause was negatived.
The Bill was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report was
adopted.
On the motion of Mr. 1. A. ISAACS, the
Bill was then read a third time.
On the question that the Bill be transmitted to the Legislative Council,
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked if any
objection could be taken to the Bill on the
third reading?
The SPEAKER.-The honorable membet' has lost his opportunity.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Do I understand that I could have objected to the
Bill before the third readillg.
The SPEAKER.-Yes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.--The standing
()rders do not show it.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member could have moved that the Bill be
read a third time this day six months.
The Bill was then ordered t,o be transmitted to the Legislati ve Council.
PUBLIC SERVICE
RECLASSIFICATION BILL.
This Bill was retul'lled from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they had agreed to the same with
amendments.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said the Council had
made several amendments in this Bill,
some of which he was going to ask the
Assembly to accept, and two of which he
would ask the House to reject. '1'he first
was in relation to clause 4 of the Bill, and
I, that was one of the amendments he wonld
V ask the Assembly to disagree with. Clause
4 was one of the vital provisions of the
Bill. It provided~ in effect, that officers
who had in the past, though occupying
junior positions, ueen doing senior work,
and whose work had been determined to
be of a higher division or class or had been

Reclassification Bill.

589

assigned a higher salary by the Reclassification Board, or any officer who had performed such work, and who was in the
opinion of the board competent to perform it, might be appointed by the
Governor in Conncil on the recommendation of the Public Service Board to that
division or class, and be entitled to the
salary assigned to the office.
The Conncil's amendment gave the go-by to the
whole of the special circumstances and
considerations which led the Assembly to
adopt the clause, by making the following
addi tion to the clause :And in every instance where a j llnior officer
is recommended the certificate of the board be
first issued certifying that there is no senior
officer available equally capable of satisfactorily
performing the duties.

Now) that amendment simply blocked out
the clause altogether, for it clearly said
that all special considerations connected
with the case which had led to the officer
in question being recornmended for the
appointment were to be ignored ill favour
of the mere seniority of any officer
equally capable of doing the work.
It
would be ridiculous to add that amendment to the clause, and, therefore, he
"begged to moveThat the House disagree with this amendment.

Mr. HENNESSY stated that. he
agreed with the amendment of another
place. When this Bill was going through
the Assembly it was asserted that junior
officers were being appointed oyer the
heads of senior men, which was unfair
treatment of the latter, because it
retarded their promotion. Seniorit.y and
merit combined should have the preference.
Mr. TREN'VITH remarked that generally what the honorable membel' desired
was aimed at, but during the last few
YEars the country, in its necessity, had
frequently had to get work of a higher
class done by junior officers, without
gi ving them any additional pay. Some
of those officers had been doing that
work for fonr, five, or six year:;. The
work was classified in a higher class, and
the Government's desire was to provide that,
all other things being equal, the man who
had been sacrificed, to some extent, to
the exigencies of the colony, should have
the first claim to fill the position. The
clause provided that before such officer
could be so appointed, consideration must
be given to the claims of all officers who
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were s'enior to him. If a senior officer had on account of their seniority and merit
a special claim the board conld appoint were denied the opportnnity of doing the
him to tho post, but if there was no work, because they would have had to be
senior officer with such special claim, the paid £200 a year.
man who had been doillg the work and
Mr. THENWIl'H.-rrheJ could have done
had established a special claim was to get it at the lower price if they wanted.
the higher position.
Mr. BILLSON said that was not so;
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that he the Govcl'llment; would not have allowed
agreed with the contention of tpe honor- them to do the work at a lower rate (If
able member for Carlton South. Promo- pay. He had no objection to the Council's
tion by merit alone in the public service amendment, but would prefer a comprowas liable to abuse that would never occur mise which would insure both the men
when seniority and merit were combined. w.ho had done the work and the men who
Mr. I. A. ISAAcs.-Senioritv is one of had the right to the positions getting due
the considerations that govern" the matter. consideration.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that was not
Mr. PEACOCK. -That is already provided
so in this case. Influential members of for in sub-section (4).
Mr. BILLSON said that in the past
the public service-and some public servants were continually tracking after favoritism had been ShOW11. A senior who
Members of Parliament-managed to get had the ability to perform the work ought
put up for a few years to a position higher not to be denied his prior right to the
than their class by means of political in- higher position.
Mr. TRENwIl'H.-Unless there is a junior
fluence, and now they were seeking to get
their promotion made permanent and who has a better claim.
Mr. BILLSON said a j llnior could not
carry with it the salary of the higher
position.
That was unjust to sellior have a better claim than a senior who had
officers who were capable of doing the the ability to do the work.
Mr. TRENWITH.-What! If he has been
work but had not had the opportunity of
doing it. Of course, if a senior officer had doing the work for years.
Mr. BILLSON said any senior, who was
no merit and was not capable of doing
the work of the position, it wonld be q llalified to do the work, had been llnj llstly
absurd to appoint him to it; hut if a treated in being denied his prior right to
seniQr officer was capable of doing the the position.
Mr. PnENDERGASl'.- W'hat about Jackwork he ought certainly to receive the
son in the Lands department ~
appointment.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that Ministers
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-But that shuts out
the man who has been actually doing the could secnre a dangerous privilege under
work from any chance of getting the this clause if they desired to use it for the
benefit of their relatives or friends. Ii
position.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said such a man Jackson had remained in the Lands dehad no right to be pernlanently appointed partment in the position to which he was
in a position to whieh he had been lifted unjustly raised above his seniors, he would,
under this clause, have been able to get
by political influence.
Mr. BILLSON expressed the (!)pinion permanently appointed in that position.
Mr. GIu. .oT'l'.-Not necessarily; regard
that due consideration should be given
to the claims of the man who had been has to be had to the claims of all other
performing the work.
For instance, officers, and the board has to decide the
telegraph messengers who had acted as matter.
Mr. MURRAY. - The board has to recomoperators for many years, getting £60 a
year, and exchanging shifts with men , mend, and the board never recommended
who were paid £200 a year, deserved Jackson for the position he was put in.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed that the
some cOtJsideration, having saved the
Government £140 a year during that honorable member for Melbourne W' est
time. In fact, that was very largely the overlooked a very important circumstance.
way in which the Government balanced The clause provided that the fact that a
the ledger. Still, there was another side juuior officer had for a considHrable period
to the case. Those men were appointed been doing senior work was to be regarded
to the positions, not on account of their as a special consideration in his favour,
fitness for their work, but because they but it did not entitle him absolutely to the
were cheap, while men who were eligible position, or to the salary of the position,
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The board must first make a recommendation, and then sub - section (4)
provided that before making any such recommendation the board should give full
consideration to the claims of all other
officers who applied for the position.
Mr. FOS1'EH.-Who decides the matted
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said the board decided the matter. If the board did not
recommend the junior officer for the position he could not be appointed to it, and
if they did recommend him the Governor
in Council had the right to determine
whether he should receive the appointment or not. Therefore, the services
rendered by a junior officer in a senior position gave him a prima facie right to extra
consideration, but if any senior officer
conld show that by reason of his seniority
or superior ability his claims outweighed
those of the junior officer, the board might
recommend the senior, and not the junior,
officer.
Dr. MALONEY.-Vvould that have been
dOtle in the Jackson case ~
Mr. I. A. ISAACS said he hoped the
honorable mem"ber would not revive that
case, which had been considered and dealt
with. , It was very unfair to bring it up
again, especially in the absence of the
honorable gentleman concerned.
Dr. MALONEY said it "'as very unfair
to put Jackson over his seniors, and then
appoint a board of inquiry to favour him.
I t was a scandal and a disgrace.
Mr. I. A. ISAAcs.-'l'hat is not right. It
is very improper.
Dr. MALONEY said it was perfectly
true. rrhe chairman of that board had
no vote, and simply because one man was
jealous enough to resign Jackson was
cleared, and the public knew it. One of
the members of the Public Service Board
was Mr. Morrah, a former Secretary of the
Lands department, who ignored the complaint of a selector who alleged that an
officer of that department had done him
a wrong, but that officer was afterwards
compelled to leave the service. It was only
because the man was in a public position
in Melbourne that he (Dr. Maloney) refrained from mentioning his name.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That has nothing to do
with this clause.
Dr. MALONEY said he was only showing up a member of the board that was
to cOllsider these men's claims and make
recommendations. Relatives of men holding high positions in the public service
had been unjustly promoted. Merit cou~d
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only be determined by examination; public
servants shollld be required to pass an
examination before being raised from 011e
class to another. rrhe Age had clearly
shown that· the head of one departmen~
was not fit for the position he occupied,
and that the senior men of that department under him were also unqualified for
the position, although three of them were
receiving large salaries. Even if a man of
real brain power was available he could
not be put at the head of that department
without removing those officers, and that
would involve the payment of a large sum
annually ill pensions, which fact alone
would prevent the GQvernment from retiring them. He doubted if this Government would have the courage to grasp the
nettle. I n fact, the heads of the departments, and not the Ministry, appeared to
rule the colouy. The Miuister of Railways
han acknowledged that he was a nonentity
in .the Railway department, the commissioner being all-powerful there. Several
Ministers of Railwavs had admitted that
they could, do absolutely nothing in
the department, because Parliament
had delegated its power to the commissioner, and intrusted him with
property worth about £40,000,000 sterling. The Council's amendment ought to
be dealt with on it!:! merits. It was evident that the Government were not game
to fight the Legislative Council over the
question of the convention, although the
Ministry would not have been returned to
power if they had told the people that they
would not fight another place on the convention question. He was perfectly convinced that Ministers were not honest and
sincere in their advocacy of the convention.
.
Mr. I. A. ISAAcs.-Has that anything
to do with the business before the
Chambed
Dr. :MALONEY said it had not, but he
had been led into these remarks by havillg
to answer interjections. He protested
against the system of promotion by merit
alone.
If the honorable member for
Jolimont had been present he would have
been able to inform honorable members
that, in the opinion of some of' the best
legal minds in Selbonrne Chambers, heads
of branches in the Rail \Yay department
had actually broken the law, and yet they
were going on to give those men the chance
of recommending men for promotion
presumably by merit, but really by
favoritism.
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The amendment was."agreed with.
practically work injustice. He therefore
Mr. I. A. ISAACS' observed that the begged to rnovenext amendment was in clause 8.
That
That the amendment be disagreed with.
clause provided that, notwithstanding the
The amendment was disagreed with.
provisions of any Act or regulation, the
Mr. I. A. ISAACS stated that the reGovernor in Council, on the recommenda- maining amendments of the Council could
tion of the board, might appoint or pro- be disposed of more rapidly. In the same
mote any person who, at the commence- clause the words were used, "without
ment of this Act, was employed in the taking into consideration the claims of any
Customs department or the Defence other officer," and the Council had indepartment to any other position in such serted before the word" claims" the words
department, without taking into considera- "qualifications and." He did not think
tion the claims of any other officer.
He the amendment made any practical ditferwould remind honorable members that ence~ and there was no harm in accepting
clause 10 gave an appeal to the board it. He therefore begged to movefrom the decision of the permanen t head,
That the amendment be agreed with.
recommending a higher rate of payor
Dr. MALONEY asked whether, in conpromotion to any officer.
Now, the nexion with this clause, he could propose
amendment of the Legislative Conncil the following addition to the clause 1was to the effect that the recommendation
Provided that no officer who has been in the
of the board, and the appointment by the service five years shall receive less than £2 per
Governor in Council on the recommenda- week.
tion of the board, was to be made after
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memtaking into consideration the claims ber would not be in order in proposing that
of other officers.
On the face of that amendment. It is entirely new matter,
it was au extremely fair provlslOn. and is not relevant to the amendment of
But the reason the Government had the Council at l:),ll.
framed the clause in the way in
The Council's amendment was agreed
which it was passed by the Assembly was to.
really in the interests of the service aud
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS remarked that it was
the officers themselves; because the time provided by clanse 10 that a month should
was so shOl'l; before these departments be given for an appeal, and this period
went over to the Federation that, if it bad been altered by another place to fourwere made an absolute matter of right teen days.
He saw no harm in the
that the claims of all other officers were . amendment, especially in view of the into be taken into consideration, coupled auguration cf the Commonwealth on the
with the appeal for which the Bill pro- 1st of January next.
He begged to
vided, it would be impossible to complete movethe matter before the departments were
That the Council's amendment be agreed
taken over by the Commonwealth. He with.
might state that it was the intention and
Mr. BILLSON expressed the hope that
desire of the board and of the Ministry to the Assembly would insist on allowing the
see that, as far as was possible, the claims period of one month for an appeal. It
of other officers shonld be taken into con- . was a short enough time to give officers
sideration; but the Government did not to appeal.
want to have this provision, which would
Mr. PEAcocK.-These are public sercreate a legal bar to the decision of the vants, and. they will know all about these
board being given effect to, by other offi- matters very soon.
Mr. BILLS ON said that pnblic servants
cers bloc~~ing the way, before the 1st of
January.
If the amendment of the who were affected did not always know
Conncil were inserted, it would simply about appointments when they were made.
mean that the officers who ,yere in- Sometimes appointments were not known
tended to be benefited-in fact, the whole about for a considerable time after they
service within the purview of this clause were made.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed Lhat this
-would be blocked and lose the advantages given by the clause. The amend- concerned the refusing of a higher rate of
ment would be fair enough if there was pay to an officer who applied for it, or
sufficient time to deal with the matter refusing his application for promotion.
between now a.nd the 1st of January, but The officer would know about that pretty
under existing circumstances it would quickly.
0
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Dr. MALONEY stated that the difference between a month and fourteen days
in point of salary would mean a difference
in money. As the matter of money was
coneemed, he thought he would be in
order in proposing his amendment, with
reference to officers receiving not less than
£2 per week, in this clause.
The SPEAKER.-The only amendment
the honorable member could propose
would be one with reference to timefor instance, making the period a week
or three weeks instead of fourteen days.
There is nothing about money or payment in the clause.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
support the period of one month. If an
officer who was affected happened to have
three weeks' leave of absence, the matter
might be dealt with finally before he had
time to appeal. There was 110 principle
involved except that of giving officers
abundant notice.
V The amendment was agreed with.
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Council to add at the end of clause 11 the
following words : "and except the members of the defence
forces of Victoria who shall have served in such
forces for a period of not less than five years at
the time of the passing of this Act."

He wished to amend this amendment, because it would give the members of the
defence force priority over the soldiers
who had served in South Africa and China;
and he thought the proper course was to
put them all on an equality. He therefore proposed to amend the amendment so
that it should read as follows:"shall have equal rights with persons who
have served in South Africa or China, as aforesaid, to enter the public service."

TIle whole clause would then provide that
all persons who, pursuant to the provisions
of any Act of Parliament, had served in
South Africa. or China, and who fulfilled
the requirements of examination and insurance with regard to persons entering
the public service, should be entitled to be
appointed to any vacancy, if competent, in
priority to all persons except those in the
Mr. T. A. ISAACS observed that in public service, provided that members of
clause 10 there were two an- 3ndments the defence forees of Victoria who should
made by the Council, but tney really have served not less than five years should
only related to one matter, and there was have equal rights with the soldIers who
no alteration made from what the As- had served in South Africa or China.
sembly had intended. The amendment
Mr. RAMSAY stated that in conne:x:ion
was simply a transposition of words which with the men who had served in China or
appeared to have got into the wrong
South Africa, the age limit seemed to
place in printing. As the clause read, it
have heen done away with. Did the
was provided that an officer" may appeal
Attorney-General also propose to do away
against such higher rate of pay." Of
with the age limit with regard to persons
course, this was a mistake, and the clause who had served iu the local forces ~
should read, as alt€fed by the Council,
The SPEAKER'"7"·The House cannot
"may appeal against such refusal of the deal with that now; that is not a portion
'board, which may, if it think fit., grant of the amendment.
The amendment
such higher rate of pay."
coming from another place does not deal
The Council's amendments were agreed with the question of age, and this House
to.
cannot deal with any amendment except
Mr. I. A. ISAACS remarked that the the amendment sent to the House.
Mr. MUHRAY observed that he thought
Council's amendment in clause 11 related
to the question of the priority of the the objection raised by the honorable
soldiers who had served in South Africa member for Williamstown was a valid
and China. In the clause it was pro- one. The House was now dealing with
vided that these men, if they satisfied the an amendment of the Legislative Council.
requirements with regard to examination On that an amendment had been proposed
and insurance, should have priority for by the Attorney-General, which introduced
entering the service as against an other an entirely new element, namely, the
persons whatsoever, except the persons in claims of members of the defence forces
tp.e public service. Now, in the Defences of the colony. If they were put on
and Discipline Act it was provided that exactly the same footing as the returned
persons who had served in the defence soldiers, then, if there was no restriction
force for five years should have priority as to age with regard to the returned
against all others except public servants, soldiers, there must be no restriction as
and an· amendment had been made by the to age with regard to the militia.
Second Session 1900:-[40]
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Mr. RAMsAY.-That is my point.
Mr. MURRAY said he thought the
contention was a reasonable one.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS remarked that he·
did m>t see in the Defences and Discipline
Act any age limitation with re~ard to the
defence forces entering the public service.
Mr. RAl\IsAY.-The Public Service
Board will not allow them to enter when
o'ver a certain age.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said thlit section 44
of the Defenc~s and Discipline Act 1890
provided for members of the naval and
military forces being entitled, on fulfilling
the requirements as to examination and
insurance, to have priority over all other
persons outside the public service, but no
mention was made of allY age limit. He
did not say that there was 1!0 age limit,
but he did not see any limit in this
provision.
Dr. MALONEY observed that examinations in the army included an examination
with regard to age. For instance, no man
would be accepted by the army who was
60 years of age. In connexion with the
police, a man had to produce a certificate
of age.
Mr. TUCKER stated that one point
which struck him more particularly with
regard to the amendment moved by the
Attorney-General upon the amendment
of the Legislative Council was that the
amendment placed the members of the
defenGe force on an equal footing with
the returned soldiers from South Africa or
China.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Not an members of
the defence force j o:l'1ly those who have
served five years.
Mr. TUCKER said that if it was pro"osed to place the members of the defence
force and the returned soldiers on an equal
footing, then, as the Bill provided distinct ly that there should be no age limit
as regarded the returned soldiers, it
followed, if the two classes were to be on
a perfect equality, that there ShOll Id be
110 age limit a pplied to members of the
defence force either. However, he himself felt, looking at the whole circumstances of the case, that the individual
who had served in the defence forces here
for five years, although he had probably
rendered good service to the State, certainly had not risked his life or limb in the
service of the State in the same way as the
soldiers who had gone to South Africa or
China. 'Vhile the House might determine that the age limit should not apply
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to those persons who had risked their
life and limb in war, he (Mr. Tucker)
held that the same exemption ought not
to be given to those who bad simply served
in the colony in a semi-civil capacity. The
Attomey-General could easily insert a word
or two in the amendment which would
overcome the difficulty.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS stated that he desired
to amend the Legislative Council's amendment in order to embody section 44 of
the Defences and Discipline Act.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that
section 44 of the Defences and Discipline
Act only entitled members of the defence
force to enter the non-clerical branch of
the service, whilst the men who had returned from South Africa and China were
to be allowed to enter either the clerical
or the non-clerical branch.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS stated that he was
obliged to the honQrable member for having pointed out that distinction.
He
would amend his amendment so that it
would read as follows : "shall, on fulfilling all the requirements of
section 44 of the Defences and Discipline Act
1890, have equa.l rights with the persons who
have served in South Africa or China as aforesaid to enter the general division of the public
service."

The amendment was agreed to.
rrhe Legislative Couneil's amendment,
as amended, was adopted.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that the Legislative Council had omitted from subsection (6) of clause 18 the words "and
so on from six months to six months."
He did not think that that would make
any real difference. It had relation to
temporary employment.
It was provided that men might register for
temporary work and be employed for six
months, and afterwards for another six
months. Then the clause went on to say
"and 80 on from six months to six
months, or may re-register his name for
future employment." There would be
nothing to prevent a man from re-registeriug immediately, or to prevenL him from
being re-employed on reregistration.
Dr. MALONEY asked whether the
man prior to him on the register would
not have a prior claim ~
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS stated that that
would be a matter of administration. He
begged to moveThat the Legislatiye Council's amendment be
agreed with.

The amendment was agreed with.

rV

P~tblic

Se')'vice

[21 DEC., 1900.J

Mr. 1. A. ISAACS remarked that the
Legislative Council had made several
amendments in clause 20, but they all
amounted to the same thing. The clause,
which had reference to certaitl temporary
.employes appointed to the general division,
was as follows :Notwithstanding anything contained in any
Act or any regulation, every person who during
the last preceding eight years has been temporarily employed in the Trade and Customs,
Defence, or Post and Telegraph departments
for a period or periods amounting in the whole
to four years or upwards shall, without further
Dr other authority than this Act, be forthwith
appointed to the general division of the public
,service, and shall thereupon be subject and
.entitled to all the provisions of the Public
Service Acts and regulations applicable to such
division.

Several matters had been pointed out with
reference to the clause, and the first was
that it was only designed for persons
still in the service. As worded, it was pos',sible that persons who had been out of
the service for four years could claim a
right under it. It was also pointed out
that there were certain cases in which it
might not be desirable, for special reasons,
to allow that unqualified right to exist.
At the instance of the Government, the
clause had been amended so as to make
it read as follows : Notwithstanding anything contained in any
Act or any regulations, the Governor in Council
may, if he thinks fit, on the recommendation of
,the board, appoint any person who at the commencement of this Act is temporarily employed
in the Trade and Customs, or Defence, or Post
and Telegraph departments, and who during
the last preceding eight years has been so
employed for a period or periods amounting in
the whole to four years or upwards to the
general division of the public service, and such
'person shall thereupon be subject and entitled
to all the provisions of the Public Service Acts
and regulations applicable to such division.

The clause, as amended, would give a
discretion to the Governor in Council,
which would be exercised almost as a matter
of course, to permanently appoint the persons whom it was intended to benefit.
He begged to moveThat the amendments be agreed with.

Mr. SANGSTER asked if the clause
would apply to the charwomen and
cleaners in the General Post-office who
had been temporarily employed for periods
of twelve and fourteen years 1
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed that the
clause would apply to the same persons as
it did before the amendments were made.
The only alterations were in regard to the
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conditions of the permanent appointments.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Would it apply to the
persons I have mentioned before 1
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that it applied to
all persons who were temporarily employed.
Dr. MALONEY stated that he had it
from Major Outtrim's own lips that
there was no reason why the women
referred to should not be appointed permanently. He hoped that justice would
be done to them.
The amendments were agreed with.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Council with a message
intimating the decision of the House .
SA VINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL.
Th.is Bill was retll1'ned from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they insisted on the amendment
with which the Legislative Assembly had
disagreed.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS observed that he
regretted that the Legislative Council had
insisted on this amendment. He stated
pretty fully before how the same matter
was dealt with four years ago-on the
22nd December, 1896. It was then
distinctly placed on record by the
present Premier that the Savings
Banks Bill then before Parliament could
not be amended by another place, because
it appropriated public money. A distinct
intimation was therefore given of how the
Legislative Assembly would regard an
amendment made in any similar measure. The new clause inserted in this
Bill had no relation whatever to the
Bill itself. The object of the measure
\Vas to enable the Government to better
meet the requirements of the large class
of prod ueel'S and others who had to be
assisted through the Credit Foncier
system. Clause 7, for instance, set ou4that for the purpose of making advances
to farmers, graziers, market gardeners, or
persons employed in agricultural, horticultural, viticultural, or pastoral pursuits,
the commissioners might from time to
time make out and issue debentures to
bearer with interest coupons attached.
The Bill was for the convenience of the
Treasurer and of the Savings Banks Commissioners. TheCouncil had inserted a provision which was intended to give facilities
(he thought undue facilities) to certain private companies and financial institutions to
lend money upon terms not included in
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their trust deeds. The amendment had·
no relation at all really to the provisions
of the Bill, and the Legislative Assembly
had informed the Legislative Conncil that
it adhered to the view taken on a former
occasion that any amendment of such a
Bill was an infraction of the privileges of
that Chamber. He did not want to see
the Bill lost. He begged to moveThat disagreement with the amendment he
insisted on.

He proposed to ask another place not to
force them into the position of having to
Jose so valuable a public Bill. They could
not deal with this Bill by laying it aside
and introducing another Bi11, and, therefore, the only course open to them was to
ask the Legislative Council to reconsider
the matter. If the Bill were lost the
responsibility would not lie with the Legislative Assembly.
Disagreement with the amendment
was insisted on.
The Bill was ordered to be returned to
the Legislative Council with a message
intimating the decision of the House.
The Bill was su bsequently returned from
the Legislative Council, with a message
intimating that they still insisted on their
amendment with which the Legislative
Assembly had disagreed.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said he verv much
regretted that it was his unpleas~nt but
necessary duty to move that the Bill be laid
aside. The Bill was·a valuable one to a great
number of people in the country. It was
a matter dealing with purely public interests. It was now preverlted from becoming law, and public advantage was
prevented from accruing, by reason of an
anlendment which was practically of a
private nature unconnected with the public
subject for which the Bill had been brought
in. He regretted extremely that the
other Chamber had persisted in its demand for the insertion of a new clause
in the Bill. That Chamber must have
insisted with the full knowledge that,
exactly four years ago, the Legislative
Assembly insisted that another place had
110 right to interfere with a measure that
they now again sought to interfere with.
The Council knew that the last message
was sent up to them for the reason that
they had ventured to interfere with the
Bill. Now, again, they had repeated
their action in connexion with a measure
tha.t was urgently wanted. He regretted
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very much indeed that they had done 80
after the Assembly had three times persisted in resisting their action. It only
remained for him. now to move regretfully
thai the Bill be laid aside.
Mr. BROM:JJEY. - ·'Why not force it
through ~
Mr. r. A. ISAACS said there were no
means of forcing it through. It was not
in the same p()sition as the Land Bill, that
was laid aside and re-introduced earlier in
the evening. The new clause inserted by
the CQuncil was not an amendment of any
clause put in by the Assembly, but was
an absolutely ne\l' provision on a subject
foreign to the Bill. Therefore the Assembly was helpless, and had no option but
to lay aside the Bill.
Mr. GILLIES said that he was sure
there must be some misunderstanding
about this Bill. He said that advisedly.
He was speaking very recently upon the
subject to a certain member of the Legislati ve Council, by w hom he was led to
understand that there was a misapprehension. He had been led to understand
that the Legislative Council would not
have made allY trouble whatever about
this alteration, and had no idea of doing
so, because it was not important enough
to make trouble about.
Mr. r. A. ISAAcs.-I regret to say that
1 asked definitely, and my colleagues
asked also, and we were informed that
there was a strong determination to persist in this new clause.
Mr. GILLIES said he was speaking
from knowledge.
Mr. r. A. ISAAcs.-The Council has had
every opportunity.
Mr. GILLIES .said that he had mentioned to his honorable friend. the leader
of the Opposition, the circumst~nces under
which he made this statement. If the
Attorney-General thought proper he could
make an ing uiry for himself.
Mr. r. A. ISAAcs.-I have done so.
Mr. TRENWITH. -The q uestioll is~- What
are we to do with this Bill 1
Mr. GILLIES said that if the AttorneyGeneral would postpone the matter for a
few minutes he would be able to ascertain
without any doubt whatever whether the
belief he had expressed was entertained
elsewhere.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-I went so far as to
ask whether, if we did lay this Bill aside
and re-illtroduced it without this new
clause in it, we should be in any better
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position, and whether t.he Bill would then
be accepted. I asked whether t~ere was
any difference between abandollln~ the
amendment by another place and re-mtroducing this Bill into this Chamber
without the amendment in it, bu.t I was
told that even that would llOt a vail.
Mr. GILLIES said that he was sorry to
hear that. He was, however, certain that
in what he had said he had exactly COllveyed the communication that had been
made to him.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-I am sure the honorable member believes it, but I am expressing what I have done.
Mr. TRENWITH said that the honorable member for Toorak professed to have
definite knowledge as to what a slight
adjournment would lead to. .Perhaps it
would be better to have au adJournment.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that if the Legislative Council had not already adjourned
he was perfectly willing to make t he effort
suggested. He thought, however, that the
Assembly had gone beyond the usual
length.
Mr. OILLIES.-It all rests with the
Governmen t.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS said that inquiries
had been made, and he learned that the
Council had not adjourned. He would
therefore request the Speaker to leave the
chair for a few moments.
The SPEAKER then left the chair, which
he resumed shortly afterwards.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS said that, fortunately,
another place had not risen, and he was
pleased to say that, after a consult~tion
with certain members of the CounCil, an
understanding had been arrived at. He
had to return his thanks to the honorable
member for Tool'ak for his suggestion and
good offices in the matter. He had better
say no more than t?is, that ,he ~elieved
that if the present BIll was laId aSIde and
the measure was passed again through all
its stages, it would be found that n~ alteration would be made by the CounCIl. He
proposed to take that coun:;e. He begged
to moveThat the Bill be laid aside.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was laid aside.
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS AMENDMENT
BILL (No.2).
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Savings
Banks Acts.
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The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time, and was afterwards passed
through its remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, January 22, 1901.

He said he begged to thank honorable
members very sincerely for their kindness
and attention to business during that brief
but very busy session. They would be able
to look back with pride on the record of
legislation they had made in sueh a short
period. They had placed on the statutebook some measures that would form a
precedent, but it was to be regretted that
others, which they had hoped would becom.e
law, had not been passed. He was gratIfied that they had been able to work together so well and successfully for the
advantage of the conntry, and he was sure
that if the Premier had been present he
would have heartily acknowledged the
cordial co-operation which hOllorable members had given to the Government in the
transaction of the business of the country.
Before Parliament met again, a great historical event would have been accomplished-one which Australia would look
back upon with pride and pleasure, and
one which would be the commencement, he
hoped, of a new and glorious era for A llStralia and the whole empire.
Mr. McLEAN said he thought honorable
members ought to know exactly what the
Government were going to do. Vias the
House only about to adjourn, and was the
ses8ion not to be closed or prorogued ~
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS remarked that he
thought it was generally underst?od, but he
had HO objection to state defimtely, that
they proposed to adjourn nominally to the
22nd of January next. 'rhey were doing
th:tt for the purpose of allowing time to
prepare the variolls measures that had
been passed for the assent of the Lieutenant-Governor, and when that was all completed Parliament was to be prorogued.
Mr. BROMLEY stated that he was very
pleased that the Attorney-General had
moved the adjournment of the House to
the 22nd January only, because that very
night a deputation of representatives of
the labour organizations of the colony had
waited on him to reqnest that Parliament
should not adjourn for any lengthy period,
01' be prorogued, until
the vVomen's
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Suffrage Bill and the Bill for the Establishment of Boards of Conciliation and Arbitration had been passed, and he felt that
an adjournment to the 22nd of next month
was quite long enough. Parliament ought
then t.o meet and carry t.hose much-needed
reforms.
Mr. GILUEs.-That is a perfect sell.
Dr. MALONEY.-Then I am sold, too, for
I thought we were to meet again on the
22nd of January for a short session.
Mr. BROMLEY said he understood the
Attorney-General's motion to mean that the
Goyernment intended the House to adjourn
over the Christrrias and N ew Year's holidays, and he (Mr. Bromley) sincerely desired that Parliament should meet again
next month to deal with the measures he
had mentioned. He was in deadly earnest
over the matter.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he entirely
disapproved 0f the adjournment, unless it
was intended that Parliament should meet
on the 22nd of January to complete the
legislati \'e work desired by the people.
From all he could hear, however, the
intention of the Go\"ernment was to have
a six months' recess, as was indicated by
the re-appointment of Mr. Mathieson as
Commissioner of Rail ways for six months
from next June. The Vvomen's Suffrage
Bill had been thrown out by another
place, and yet the Government had not
said a word as to their intentions with
regard to that important measure.
Mr. I. A. ISAAcs.-I thought the honorable member was going to allude to that
matter on the motion "That the House
do now adjourn," and not on this motion.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he had expected the Attorney-General to make a
statement about it of his own accord.
He (Mr_ Prendergast) wanted the Conciliation and Arbitration Bill passed before
Parliament was prorogued. The owners of
the coal mines were deliberately keeping
the miners out of the mines, so as to
break the COllt.ract they were under to
supply the Railway department on certain
terms, and force np the price of coal,
after which they might Cloncede the men's
demands. The women of the colony
were anxious to get the franchise in time
to take part in the federal elections. Then
there was the convention, which was a
prime plank in the platform of the Government-the only difference between the
McLea.n and Turner programmes, and the
turning point at the last general election.
Until the St. Kilda and Bogong elections
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resulted in the return of the Premier and
the Attorney-General, the convention was
the great and essential question talked
about on every platform, but since then it
had been dropped by the Government and
many of their most prominent supporters.
Honorable members were entitled t.o an
explanation of the intentions of the Government with regard to the convention,
because it was the reason for the defeat of
the last Government. A long recess whelll.
the people were clamouring for legislation
must cause a great deal of platform talk,
and would not lead to political amity.
Lieut.-Colonel REAY observed that he
wanted to supplement what the honorable
member for Melbourne North had said,
because he also had expected the Government to make some statement that would
be satisfactory to the country. The Legislative Council had thought proper to put
itself in revolt against the spirit of the
Constitution in again rejecting the
Women's Suffrage Bill, although the
appeal to the constituencies on the question
at the last general eleation was made on
the very terms the Council had itself laid
down as essential to ascertaining the real
opinion of the country. The 'Vomen's Suffrage Bill had been passed six times by the
Assembly, and yet the will of the people
was set at naught. Instead of being
affirmed, it had been absolutely negatived
by the Council. He entered his protest;
and he asked the Government to determine,
before deciding on the prorogation of
Parliament. ,,,hether it was Not their duty
to give the Assembly another opportunity
of sending the measure back for the
reconsideration of the Council before the
federal elections took place. Less than
that would not satisfy honorable members who had been returned pledged to
the principle of women's suffrage. But
the question of women's suffrage was
not so much the question that should now
engage the minds of honorable members
as the question whether the Legislative
Assembly was to have any legislative
power and authorit.y in Victoria. If the
Assembly time and again passed a measure
of reform, after complying with all the
constitutional mod~s of ascertaining the
opinion of the country with regard to it,
and that measure was persistently rejected
by the Legislative Council, was the Assembly to meekly submit, or to assert itself
and sbow that it did represent the
will of the people ~ That question ought
to engage the minds of all members of
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the Assembly, irrespective of their views
on the abstract question of women's
suffrage. Even those who were not in
favour of the extension of the franchise to
women were entitled to claim that the
will of the people, as m:1llifested in the
Legislative Assembly, should be given
effect to' by means of legislation. He
joined with the honorable member f0r
Melbourne North in asserting that the
convention was the great plank of the
Turner platform, on which the constituencies were appealed to at the last general
election, the chief, almost the only, difference between the contending political
parties, and the point on which the elections turned in many districts. In some
constituencies, it had been said, the COllvention was not put prominently forward,
but in East Bourke Boroughs that question, and no other, absolutely determined
the result of the contest. Therefore, he
represented the convention principle, and
he felt it his duty to urge, with all due
respect to the Ministry and to honorable
members who disapproved of that principle, that Parliament ought to have an
early opportunity of dealing with the proposal to establish a people's c01'lvention,
to which the Government were pledged
at the last general election.
He was
acting strictly within his rights in
making that demand. It had been contended that any amendment of the
Constitution which the convention might
suggest could have no force and effect
before the expiry of the present Parliament which had just been eleJted
for three years, but that was an opinion
to which he did not subscribe. If a reform of the Constitution was necessary, it
should be entered on all the earliest
moment, and the action of the Legislative Council in regard to the Women's
Suffrage Bill was another strong argument
in favour of immediate reform. Honorable 1l1embers had that night witnessed
the spectacle of the Council putting itself
in absolute antagonism to the Assembly
in connexion with a Money Bill, and apparently doing it advisedly, a further evidence of the pressing need of constitutional
reform. Under these circumstances, it was
clear to the minds of honorable members
that a proposal for a convention to devise
some measure of reform of the Constitution, and especially of the Legislative
Council, ought to be submitted to Parliament at the earliest possible moment,
and as the present Ministry upheld the
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principle of the convention, and were returned to DOWel' because of their adhesion
to that prtllciple, the Government ought
to make some declaration of their intentions with regard to the matter before
entering the recess, so that honorable
members might know when there would
be a possibilit.y of diseussing the measure.
'1'he Attorney-General had reminded them of the great event in the
hil:)tory of Australia that was to take place
at the beginning of the new year; and the
position that the women of Victoria were
t.o occupy in relation to the Federal Parliament ought to receive the gravest consideration from the Government of the
day. Were the women of Vietoria to
enter the Federation on terms of inferiority to their sisters in South Australia
and Western Australia, or were they
to receive the measure of justice that
had been demanded for them before the
federal elections occurred 1 At any rate,
was not another attempt to be made to
secure them the right to the franchise ~
These considerations he, with great respect, would urge on the AttorneyGeneral, as leader of the House in the
absence of the Premier, and he sincerely
hoped, as he knew honorable members
generally hoped, that, before going into
recess, the Governrpent would make some
satisfactory announcement, so that the
electors might know what to anticipate,
and might not be able to say that the
Legislative Assembly had played fast and
loose with the interests committed to it
at the last general election.
Mr. VALE said the wind-up of the
night's proceedings was rather amusing,
for there had been a lot of whimpering
about the failure of the Ministry to fulfil
the pledges they gave to the country at
the last general election. Because the late
Government would not adopt the convention proposal, they were turned out of
office by men who had had six years' knowledge and experience of the Turner
Administration, and who ought to have
known what the Turner Government were
likely to do with regard to the proposed
convention, once they regained office. He
(Mr. Vale) ,,,ould like to ask the Speaker's
opinion on a very serious question, which
really affected the reputation of the Assembly. He had an idea that, under the
present Constitution, any honorable member who accepted an office of profit under
the Crown ceased to hold a seat in the
House; and that if the honorable members
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for St. Kilda and Bogong joined the plank of the Turner Government at the
Federal Government, their presence would last general election was the reform of
be lost to the Legislative Assembly of the Legislative Council and the LegislaVictoria.
Then honorable members who tive Assembly-the reform of the Constiplaced them in the position to secure tution-by means of a convention; but
office as Federal Ministers would be able could anybody say that, in the se~sion
to say that the great convention proposal jU!:lt ab~ut to close, the Convention Bill
did it; that it was because they wanted ought to have been or could have been
the convention that they put in power introduced 1
the present Premier and Attorney-General,
Mr. GILLIES.-Nobody ever said so.
who afterwards quietly dropped the conMr. TRENWITH said that everybody
vention, as honorable members were told, knew that the Government must have
and ought to have known, they would, time to prepare the Convention Bill as well
once firmly seated on the Treasury bench. as other measures for next session. There
How could those honorable members was not the slightest warrant for the
explain their action to their constituents 1 taunts that had been uttered, because of
Perhaps they would be candid enough to the non-introduction of the Convention
say--" The Government dropped the con- Bill this session.
vention, as we thought and were told they
Mr. MURRAY.-You haven't gotarough
would, but we had not the moral courage draft of the Convention Bill about you, I
to resent it. We accepted our whipping suppose ~
Mr. TRENWI1'H said he had not, but
kindly, and all that we can say to the
electors is that we were bought and we he had a rough determination, as he believed the members of the Government
were sold."
Mr. TRENWITH remarked that he had, that the convention method of redid not propose to speak on more than forming the Constitution of Victoria must
one point that had been raised.
and would be tried.
Mr. GILLIES.-No explanation from the
Mr. GILLIES stated that when he took
the liberty of interrupting the Minister of
Government!
Mr. TRENWITH said he did not think Rail ways, he was under the impression,
Ministers would be justified-at any rate, although he must have been wrong, seeing
he did not feel justified-in permitting that the Minister insisted upon going' on,
the repeated reiteration of the assertion that if there was to be any Ministerial
that the convention proposal had been statement on the subject it ought, if p0Sdropped by the Government to go without sible, to come from the Premier, or, in his
some reply. He admitted' that the con- absence, from the Minister who represented
vention was, if not the only diflerence, the Premier.
a very important difference between the
Mr. MURRAY.-You mean the Minister
programmes of the two contending parties who has the reversionary right to the
at the last general election.
Premiership ~
Mr. McLEAN.-And it was only an aI,
Mr. GILLIES said he would not add
leged difference; it didn't exist in reality.
anything more on that point, because he
Mr. GILLIES (to Mr. Trenwith).-Make intimated, as well as he Gould in a quiet
a reply to-morrow in the newspapers.
way, to the Minister of Railways that it
Mr. TRENWITH said he would not would be better he should not say a word
adopt the course the honorable member on the subject.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I don't agree with you.
for Toorak suggested, but would make his
Mr. GILLIES said that one of the Minreply tla.ere and then.
Mr. GILLIES.-If you reply here it will ister's first observations was that he did
be assumed that you are speaking for the not see how anybody could imagine that
Governrnent; and you are not authorized the Govern'ment should be called on to
submit the Convention Bill to Parliament
t.o speak on behalf of the Government.
Mr. 'rRENvYITH said h0 was autho- during the present session. Well, was there
a living mortal within the walls of that
rized to speak on behalf of himself.
chamber whoever entertained theideaofthe
Mr. GILLIEs.-That is not enough.
Mr. TRENvYITH said he had a right Government being called upon to do such a
to argue that the taunts that had been thing. The idea was wholly ridiculous, ifthe
offered to the Government could not be Minister would excuse him for using the
just!fied by anything that had happened. word. But he (Mr. Gillies) ventured to
It was true that a most important assert, without fear of successful contra-
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diction from honorable members present,
that nobody could have had such an idea.
It was unreali!onable, impracticable, and
impossible. He (Mr. Gillies) had intended
to offer a few remarks before the Minister
of Railways spoke, and he would say now
what he had proposed to say then. He
wished that the leader of the Opposition
had pressed the Attorney-General for an
answer to the question he put to the honorable gentleman as to why he had moved
that the House, at its rising, should adjourn until January 22, because the Attorney-General would, perhaps, have told
the House how it was that, under the
present circumstances, he was making
rather a change in the usual situation.
It was well known that at the end of a
ses!!ion, w hen the House was prorogued by
proclamation, the pn>rogation generally
took place a few days after the rising of
the House. He did not know whether it
was intended that the prorogation on this
occasion should be by proclamation or by
the Lieutenant-Governor personally. He
would have thought, from the issue of
tickets by the Railway department, that
the prorogation was to have been by the
Lieutenant-Governor in person.
The
intimation that the House was to be
adjourned until the 22nd of January
not unnaturally gave rise to the idea
among some honorable members that {,he
House might meet again, but he did not
suppose that honorable members generally
had the slightettlt idea that thQ House
was going to meet on the 22nd of
January. That was out of the question
Of course the Government
altogether.
had no intention of deceiving honorable
members by proposing this adjournment;
because there was no idea among honorable members general1y that what was
practically to be a new session would be
opened on the 22nd of January. For
his own part, he would not advise the
Government to call the House together
on the 22nd of January.
It often
happened that, so far as the Government
was concerned, wisdom did not lie in
meeting the House after Christmas. rrhe
Government could not bring forward their
new business if the House had to meet
again in a month or six weeks hence.
During the present short session the
Government had done a good deal of
nece!sary and practical work.
He did
not say it was brilliant work, but it was
practically work that had to be done,
and the Government was entitled to every
credit for having done it. Whether some
Second Se8sion 1900. [41]
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members of the Government might go to
the Federal Parliament and take office
there raised another question which would
have to be determinedonits merits, and that
was whether by the acceptance of office
they would vacate their seats in this
House. At present he would express no
opinion on that subject. In South Australia the acceptance of office did not
vacate a member's seat. in Parliament,
and under the Commonwealth Act acceptance of an office of profit in the Federal
Parliament did not vacate the seat of a
member of that Parliament. However,
apart from this question altogether, he
hoped that when the House really did
meet honorable members would be in a
position to deal with some of the more
difficult qnestions with which they would
be confronted.
Mr. McLEAN observed that it was
only fair to the Attorney-General to say
that the honorable gentleman answered
his question in a very straightforward
manner. The Attorney-General had told
the House the,t the reason the Government proposed an adjournment until the
22nd of January was to enable the clerks
to prepare the Bills which had been
passed for the vice-regal assent.
Of
course honorable members knew that in the
meantime festivities would take place
which would render this long adjournment, which was somewhat unusual, necessary on the present occasion. The
Attorney-General, however, told the House
that the adjournment to the 22nd of January was merely formal, and that it was
intended to prorogue Parliament. There
could be no misunderstanding the honorable gentleman.
Dr. MALONEY said he had personally
to thank the leader of the Opposition,
because the honorable member had cleared
away :it myth which he (Dr. Maloney) was
foolish enough to indulge in. "Vhen he
first heard the announcement of the
Attorney-General, he thought it was really
intended that the House should meet
again on the 22nd of January, and that
they might then have an opportunity of
fighting another place; but the announcement was like the myth of the convention;
it ,vas an announcement of something that
was never intended to be done, and was only
used to deceive. He (Dr. Maloney) regretted this, as he had expected more:
from the Attorney-General. The Minister
of Railways had stated that it was not
expected that the Government would
bring forward the convention proposal
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immediately, b1.1t he (Dr. Maloney) would
ask the honorable gentleman to point to
one statement in the press which indicated
that the Assembly were expeoted to wait
until next J Ilne or July before the
Convention Bill was brought forwardin other words, to wait until the Premier
and the Attorney-General were out of the
Ministry. The present Government came
back to the House pledged to the country
to bring in the Convention Bill, and they
could not possibly bring it in unless they
introduced it in the present session.
Would it be the same Ministry next June,
when it had lost the able brains of the
Attorney-General and the dexterity of the
Premier? He (Dr. Maloney) would not
ha ve voted against the McLean Government if he had thought that this juggling
business was to be done. One newspaper
-the Argus-stated at that time that it
was never meant that the Convention Bill
should be brought before the House, and
he regretted to acknowledge now that the
judgment of that newspaper was eorrect.
There was never any authority from any
member on the Ministerial side of the
HOllse for saying that they would be content to wait six or eight months for the
Convention Bill. The whole thing was
a subterfuge, and whatever position the
Ministry might occupy now, they occupied
it by deoeiving honorable members who
voted for them, and deceiving the people
outside. He felt certain that when all
this was known throughout the length
and bread th of the land, there would be
meetings which would pass motions condemning with contempt what was now
being dOlle. He knew that the younger
members of the Ministry were anxious to
do their work, and he felt cert.ain that the
Chief Secretary, who before long would be
Premier, knew in his heart that he was
pledged to bring forward the Convention
Bill. The only similar situation he could
remember was when the Shiels Ministry
came in with a promise to pass the
One-man-one-vote Bill; and the present
Premier went to St. Kilda and said that if
the One-man-one-vote Bill was brought
on before the third session he would vote
against it and resign. If this House delayed the Convention Bill they would be
acting in much the same way:-promising
with one hand, ana. taking away with the
other. The remarks of Mr. Labouchere
in the House of Commons were very pertinent to this point.
The SPEAKER.-I do not want to
prevent the honorable member from

the House.

e:Ipressing his own opinions, but we do not
want to hear Mr. Laboucbere's opinions
on the present motion. The question is
that the House, at its rising, adjourn until
the 22nd of January, and the honorable
member should address himself to giving
the reasons for some earlier or later date.
Dr. MALONEY stated that he had intended to refer to a motion levelled in the
House of Commons against the House
of Lords, but after the remarks of the
Speaker he would not do so. The reason
he objected to this proposal was because
it was a subterfuge in order to avoid
fighting another place. The Assembly
had sent up the Women's Suffrage Bill six
times, and that Bill had been rejected on
every occasion. The One-manoone-vote
Bill was thrown out in another place as
many times, or more, and the Mining on
Private Property Bill was rejected by the
Counoil at least five separate times; yet
now, in the strongest Assembly so far as
the number of avowed liberals was concerned that had ever been elected, they
were going to sit still and accept the
rebuff of the Council without taking the
slightest action. He was sorry that the
Attorney-General would never meet this
House again, because his splendid brains
would be lost to the Ministry, if they had
the courage to fight another place. That
was one reason why the tight should take
place before the Attorney-General went to
the Federal Parliament.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do vou think he would
assist you with the co~vention if he were
here ~
Dr. MALONEY said he believed the
Attorney-General was pledged to the convention, as was also the Chief Secretary.
He (Dr. Maloney) was so disgusted with
the present state of affairs that he would
be willing to join with any member who
proposed a motion of want of confidence
in the present Governrnel'lt, unless they
gave a promise that early next year they
would bring in the Convention Bil1.
The motion was agreed to.
.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS movedThat the House do now adjourn.

He remarked that he stated at an early
period of the night that, as he understood some question was to be put,
it should be put later on, upon the
motion which was generally utilized
for such purposes, namely, the motion
for the adjournment of the House.
He desired to say now that he thought
some honorable members had gone very
far in making some very thoughtless
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, expressions. With regard to the question of
the convention, no one disputed for an instant that this Government pledged itself
to it, and the Government had never said
or done anything which could weaken the
impression that W8.S created at; the time of
the general election. But he would remind
honorable mem.bers that both the Premier
and himself most distinctly stated on the
hustings that it was impossible to bring
forward that measure in the first session
of this Parliament. That was as distinctly
stated as anything possibly could be.
Therefore, those honorable members who
were now challenging the Government beoause the measure was not brought for·
ward this session, and asserting that the
Government had deceived the House,
surely forgot what the whole country
knew very plainly. He wished to say that
the Government were keenly alive to the
present position. They were aware-no
one eould be more so-that the Constitution of this country was not in sufficient
accord with the requirements of the country, that it did not allow the functions of
responsible government to be as quickly
and effectively performed as they ought to
be. The Governmeot were not in the
slightest degree dead to the requirements
of the situation. With regard to the
question of woman suffrage, it was an
undoubted fact that for the sixth time
this House, as representing the countryclaiming no prerogative for itself, but
merely as being the representative of the
great body of the electors of the country
-this House, the popular Chamber, bad
passed that measure, and for the sixth
time without effect. He (Mr. Isaacs)
would say distinctly that this was a matter
which the country was looking upon with
anxiety-anxiety to a large extent with
regard to the question of woman suffrage,
but to a still greater extent with regard
to the constitutional aspect of the caseand the Government would, at an early
date, consider carefully the proper thing
to do. He was not in a position that
night to make an announcement as to the
time or the method by which the matter
would be brought on, but he would say
that the Government would not lose any
time in considering the proper course to
be adopted in regard to the question of
the convention, and in regard to the
solving of the constitutional difficulties
which now surrounded them. Evidence
had been afforded only that night of those
difficulties. The House and the country
I)
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might confidently rely that the Government would not prove false to the trust
which the country had reposed in them.
Mr. McLEAN said he confessed he
was charmed with the explanation of the
Attorney-General. The honorable gentleman had told them that he and the Premier were distinctly pledged to the convention for the purpose of reforming the
Constitution The Attorney-General had
also told the Rouse that both of them
explained to their constituents on the
hustings that the convention could not
po~sibly be introduced during the present
session of Parliament. But the Attorney·
General had omitted to tell honorable
members that on the same hustings both
he and the Premier also told their constituents that before the second session
they were going over to the Federal Parliament. He (Mr. McLean) would like to
ask the Attorney-General whether it was
in the Federal Parliament that he and the
Premier intended to carry out their promise
after they had left the local Parliament1
The House divided on the question that
the House do now adjournAyes
30
No~
7
Majority for the motion

23

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Andrews,
Argyle,
Bromley,
Burton,
Duggan,
Foster,
Gillies,
Gillott,
Gurr,
A. Harris,
Hennessy,
I. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,
Lawson,
Lazarus,
Mauger,

Mr.
"
Dr.
Mr.

Billson,
Findley,
McInerney,
Prendergast,

Mr. McLean,
" Morrissey,
" Murray,
" O'Neill,
" Peacock,
" Ramsay,
Lieut·CoL Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" Taverner,
" Trenwith,
" Tucker,
" Vale.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" McGregor.
NOES.

I Mr. Sangster.
Tdlers.
Mr. Beazley,
Dr. Maloney.

The House adjourned at six o'clock
a.m. (Saturday), until Tuesday, January
22, 1901.
PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT.
A proclamation appeared in the Government Gazette of Friday, January 18, 1901,
signed by Ris Excellency the LieutenantGovernor, proroguing the Parliament of
Victoria until rruesday, February 26, 1901.
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Women's Suffrage Bill, 423.
McDONALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellington)
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 543.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill-·-·Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 420; second reading moved by
Mr. McCulloch, 534; Bill reall second
time, and considered in committee, 534 ;
third reading, 536.
MELVILLE, Hon. DONALD (8. Prov.)
Excise Reduction Bill, 508.
Income Tax Bill. 267.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 443,
445,448.
McLean Government, 79.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Worklil
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 635.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 273.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 513.
Railways Standing Committee, 260.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 622.
Senators Elections Bill, 537, 638.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 432.
Members, Absence of - Leave of absence
granted to Mr. Godfrey, 79; to Mr.
Williamson, 260.
Members, New, introduced and s\vorn-Mr.
"~ynne, 259 ; Mr. McCulloch, 350.
MILLER, Hon. EDWARD (South Yan'a)
Income Tax Bill, 267, 271.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 449,
502, 540.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 534.
Old-age Pensions (Registra.tion of Claims)
Bill, 358.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 273.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 531.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 439.
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Ministry, The-Resignation of McLean Minis'
try, and formation of Turner Ministry,
announced, 78.
MOREY, Hon. EDWARD (Wellington)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 540.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill,357.
Railways Standing Committee, 260.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 260;
second reading moved by Mr. Wynne, 359;
debated by Sir Frederick Sargood, 360;
Mr. Reid, 363; Mr. Davies, 364; Mr.
Grimwade, 365 j Dr. Embling, 366 j Mr.
Sternberg, 366; Mr. C. J. Ham, 367; Sir
Henry Wrixon, 367; Sir Henry Cuthbert,
368; Mr. Brunton, 368; Mr. Pratt, 369;
Bill read second time, and considered in
committee, 369; third reading, 370.
Old-age Pensions (Regis~ration of Claims) Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 260; second reading moved
by Mr. Wynne, 354; debated, 354; Bill
read second time, and considered in cornmittee, 355; third reading, 359; returned
from Legislative Assembly with a message
intimating that they had disagreed with
the Council's amendment in clause 2, 500 ;
amendment insisted on, 500.
Pacific Cable Au thor iza tion Bill-Recei ved from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
421; second reading moved by Mr. Crooke,
538 ; debated, 538 ; Bill read second time,
and passed through remaining stages, 539.
Parliament-Opening by commission, 1; by
the Lieutenant-Governor, 4; prorogation,
603.
Parliamentary Elections Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
501 ; discharged from the paper, 547.
Parliamentary Elections (1901) Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 420 ; second reading moved by Mr.
'Wynne, 538; Bill read second time, and
pa.ssed through remaining stages, 53S.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways-Motion by Mr. V\Tynne for appointment of Mr. Abbott, Mr. Melville, and
Mr. Morey as members of committee agreed
to, 259.
Petitions Presented-In favour of Women's
Suffrage Bill, 420.

PRATT, Hon. J. M. (N.- W. Prov.)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bm, 444,
447, 449, 501.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 534, 535.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 369.
Presbyterian Church of Australia BillBrought in by Mr. 'Wynne, and read first
time, 354; President's ruling that Bill, being
a private Bill, could not be introduced in
Legislative Council, 421 ; subject discussed,
422; Bill discharged from the paper, 449.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill (No. 2)Received from Legislative Assembly, 501 ;
motion by Mr. 'Wynne that Bill be treated
as a public Bill agreed to, 501 ; Bill read
first time, and passed through remaining
stages, 501.
PRESIDENT, The (Sir W. A. ZEAL, K.C.M.G.)Rulings and Statements ofAddress in Reply, 17,18.
Close of the Session, 550.
Commonwealth Inaugural Celebrations, 550.
Despatch of Business, 421.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 18.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 274.
Pres byterian Ch urch of A us~ralia Bill (No.1),
421,422.
Proceeding with Business in Absence of Ministers, 82, 83.
Senators Elections Bill, 538.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 426, 441, 442.
Public Service Reclassification Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 350; second reading moved by Mr.
Wynne, 542; Bill read second time, and
considered in committee, 542; third reading, 545; Bill returned from Legislative
Assembly with message intimating that
they had disagreed with certain of Council's
amendments, and had agreed to others
with amendments, 547; message dealt
with, 547-S.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 420; second reading
moved by Mr. \Vynne, 511 ; debated, 511 ;
Bill read second time, and considered in
committee, 512; third reading, 513.

PHILLIPS, Hon. PHAREZ (N. -W. Provo ).Minister without office.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 260, 274.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 350,
370, 443, 446, 502, 503, 504, 505, 506, 539,
540, 541.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2)
545.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 350.

REID, Hon. ROBERT (Melbourne)
Excise Reduction Bill, 50S, 510.
Insolvency Bill, 263.
La.nd Acts Further Amendment Bill, 44S.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 5:35.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 363.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 355.
Pacific Cable Authorization Bill, 53S.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 532.

Pvstage Rate Alteration Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
260; second reading moved by Mr. Crooke,
272; debated, 272; Bill read second time,
and passed through remaining stages,
273-4.

SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prov.)
Income Tax Bill, 269.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Cla.ims)
. Bill, 356, 358, 359.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 272, 274.
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SARGOOD, Sir F. T. (South Yar1·o.)
Close of the Session, 550.
Despatch of Business, 421.
Excise Reduction Bill, 509, 510.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, :274.
Income Tax Bill, 266,270.
Insolvency Bill, 83, 263.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 373,
443, 445, 446, 447, 501, 502, 503, 504, 505,
506, 540.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
545,546.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 534, 535.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 360.
Old.age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 354, 357, 500.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 501, 546, 547.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 272.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Hill, 422.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 542,
543,544.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 513.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Hill, 514,
515, 516, 546, 549.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 529.
Senators Elections Bill, 536, 538.
Stamps Bill, 507.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 259.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill, 352,
353, 541.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 420, 441, 442.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No. 1)Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 420; second reading moved
by Mr. '''ynne, 513; Bill read second time,
and considered in committee, 514; third
reading, 516; Bill returned from Legislati ve
AssembLy with message intimating disagreement with Couucil's amendment,
"because such amendment involves an
alteration of an Act which appropriates
public money," 546; amendment insisted
on, 546; message from Legislative As·
sembly intimating cOlltinued disagreement
with Council's amendment, 548; amendment again insisted on, 549.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2)Received from Legislative Assembly, and
passed through all its stages, 550.
Savings Banks Business Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
420; second reading moved by Mr. McCulloch, 506; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining st,ages, 506.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 420; second reading moved by Mr.
McCulloch, 516; debated by Mr. Davies,
517; Mr. Grimwade, 518; Mr. Levi, 518;
Sir Henry 'Vrixon, 519; Mr. Fraser, 519 ;
Mr. Harwood, 520; Dr. Embling, 521;
Mr. Melville, 522; Mr. Wallace, 523; Mr.
FitzGerald, 523; Mr. Balfour, 525; Sir
Frederick Sargood, 529; Mr. Thornley, 531;
Mr. Miller, 531; Sir Rupert Clarke, 532,
Mr. Reid, 532; Mr. Dowling, 533; motion
for second reading of Bill negatived, 534.
Senators Elections Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 420;
second reading moved by Mr. McCulloch,
536; Bill read second time, and considered
in committee, 536; third reading, 538.
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Session, Close of the -- Statement by Mr.
Wynne, 549; by Sir Frederick Sargood,
550; by the President, 550.
Sessional Arrangements-Standing orders suspended for the session to enable the several
stages of any Bill to be dealt with in one
day, 259; motion by Mr. Wynne for House
to meet at half-past two o'clock on Friday,
December 21, agreed to, 449.
SIMMIE, Hon. GEORGE (N. Prov.)
Income Tax Bill, 268.
SNOWDEN, Sir ARTHUR (Melbourne)
Income Tax Bill, 272.
Insolvency Bill, 265.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 534, 535.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 357.
Pu blic Service Reclassification Bill, 542.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill, 352.
Stamps Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 420; second
reading moved by Mr. McCulloch, 506;
Bill rea.d second time, and passed through
remaining stages, 506-7.
.
ST:ERNBERG, Hon. JOSEPH (N. Prov.)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 366.
Old·age Pensions (R~gistration of Claims)
Bill, 359.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 273.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 542,
545,548.
THORNLEY, Hon. NATHAN (W. Prov.)
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 601,
539.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 444,
447,448.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 370.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 515.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 5ill.
Women's Suffrage Bill,437.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 260; second reading moved by Mr.
Wynne, 351; Bill read second time, and
considered in committee, 351; third reading,
353; Bill returned from Legislative Assembly with a message intimating disagr8ement with Council's amendments, 500;
amendments not insisted on, 541.
WALLACE, Hon. J. A. (N. -E. Prov.)
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 274.
Income Tax Bill, 271.
Old-age Pensons (Registration of Claims) Bill,
358.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
512.
Scripture Lessons Beferendum Bill, 523.
Senators Elections Bill, 537.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill, 541.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 431.
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'Vestern Province, Representation of-Issue of
writ for election of new member, in consequence of Mr. Wynne accepting office
as Solicitor-General, announced, 82; reelection of Mr. Wynne announced, 259; Mr.
Wynne introduced and sworn, 259.
Williamstown Graving Dock. (See Graving
Dock at Williamstown.)
WINTER-IRVING, Hon. W. I. (N. P1·OV.)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill; 502.
'Yomen's Suffrage Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 260;
sta.tement by Sir Frederick Sargood re
petitions in favour of Bill, 420; second reading moved by Mr. McCulloch, 423; debated
by Sir lJenry Wrixon, who moves an
amendment that, inasmuch as the Bill
would confer on women the right to sit in
the Commollwealth Parliament, the opinion
of the electors should be obtained at the
coming federal elections for the Senate by
separate question-slip to be given to each
elector, 424; by Mr. Davies, 426; Mr.
Harwood, 428; Mr. Wynne, 429; Mr.
Wallace, 431; Mr. Dowling. 431; Mr.
Cooke, 431; Mr. Melville. 432; Dr. Embling,
434; Mr. Grimwade, 435; Mr. Thornley,
437; Mr. Balfour, 437; Mr. Miller, 439; Mr.
Abbott,440; Sir Frederick Sargood, 44:1;
amendment negatived, 442; motion for
second reading of Bill negatived, 443.
WRIXON, Sir H. J. (8.- W. Prov.)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 367.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims) Bill,
354.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 519.
omen's Suffrage Bill, 424, 441, 442.
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WYNNE, Hon. AGAR (W. Prov.).-Introduced
and sworn on re-election after accepting
office as Solicitor-General, 259.
Census Act Amendment Rill, 262.
Close of the Session, 549.
Customs Officers Bill, 260, 265.
Despatch of Business, 421.
Excise Reduction Bill, 507, 509.
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 500.

WYNNE, Ron. AGAR-contiuued.
Income Tax Bill, 260, 265, 267, 268.
Inscribed Stock Judgments Bill, 260, 265.
Insolvency Bill, 262, 263, 261, 265.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 446, 447,
501, 503, 504, 505, 540.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Williamson, 260.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 260, 359.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 260, 354, 355, 356, 500.
Pacific Cable Authorization Bill, 42l.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 546.
Parliamentary Elections 1901 Bill, 420, 538.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 274.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill (No.
1), 353, 422, 449.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill (No.2),
501.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 542, 543,
544, 545, 547, 548.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
420, 511, 512, 513.
Railways Standing Commit.tee, 259.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 513,
515, 516, 546, 548, 549.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),
550.
Savings Banks Business Bill, 420.
Senators Elections Bill, 420, 538.
Stamps Bill, 420.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 259.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill, 260,
351, 352, 353, 541.
Williamstown Graving Dock, 350.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 260, 429.
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill, 420.
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill-Received from
Legislati ve Assembly, and read first time,
420; second reading moved by 1.1.1'. Crooke,
506; Bill read second time, and passed
through remaining stages, 506.
ZEAL, Sir W. A. (N.-C. Prot'.)
Income Tax Bill, 267.
Old age Pensions Bill, 369.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 547.
Savings Ranks Acts Amendment Bill, 514.
(See President, The.)
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.Address to the Lieutenant-Governor-In reply
to His Excellency's speech in opening Parliament, 19.
Adjournments of the House-In consequence of
defeat of McLean Ministry, 78; on formation -of new Ministry, 80; motion by Mr.
I. A. Isaacs for adjournment of House until
22nd January, 1901, 597; debated, 597 ;
agreed to, 602.
Agricultural Department - Question by Mr.
Bowser re restriction on importation of
fL'Uits from north-eastern districts into
New South Wales, 374. (See Butter Factories and Oreameries j also Produce,
JiJxport oj.)

Mr. JOHN (Melbourne JiJa.st)
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 480.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 338, 347.

ANDERSON,

Mr. C. L. (Geelong)
GO\Ternor-General's Establishment Bill, 494.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 19.

A.NDREwS,

Mr. R. 1. (Kyneton)
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 23.

ARGYLE,

Mr. G. H. (continued)- Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 497.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
567.
J:>ublic Service Reclassification Bill, 329.
Return of Australian Troops-Use of Parliament House Steps, 85.
Ventilation of Mines, 375.

BENNETT,

Mr. THOMAS (Rrigltton)
Coliban Reservoir, 175.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 491.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 185.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 281,
300,581.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 71.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 474.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 109.
Private Members' Business, 385.
St. Kilda Railway Extension, 114.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda,) Extension Bill,
95, 115, 555, 558.
Unlocked Railway Carriage Doors, 167.
Visit of the Duke and DucMss of YorkPlace of Landing, 456.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 125, 139.

BENT,

Mr. R. W. (Fitzroy)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 219,
245, 246, 247, 248,281, 282, 283, 294, 300,
578, 579, 581.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 94, 458, 463,
464, 466, 467, 469, 473, 474,478, 479,480.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 322.

BEST,

Mr. A. S. (Sandhu1'st)
Fifth Battalion Infantry Brigade, 552.
Goyernment Freezing Chambers at Newport,
552.
Land Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 94.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 239.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment, Bill
94, 561, 566.
Mines Act 1897 Amendment Bill, 94, 568.
Non-compulsory Vaccination Bill, 95, 574.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 330.
"Vills Act Amendment Bill, 95,573.

BAILES,

Mr. R. T. (Hawthorn)
- Parliamentary Elections Bill, 466, 467, 469.
Public Service Recla~sification Bill, 309, 335.

BARBOUR,

Mr. YV. D. (Oollingwood)
Close of the Session. 56l.
Election of Chairm~n of Committees, 87.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, Ill.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
556.

BEAZLEY,

Beeac Railway. (See Railway Oonstruction.)
Beech Forest Railway. (See Railw(ty Construction. )
Beer, Imported. (See Oustoms Department.)
Mr. G. H. (Richnwnd)
Customs Lockers, 279.
Government Freezing Chambers at Newport,
552.

BENNETT,

Bills discharged from the Paper-Land Acts
Amendment Bill, 166; Insolvency Law
Further Amendment Bill, 500; Land Act
1898 Amendment Bill, 572 ; Jurors Exemption Bill, 573; Stock and Share Brokers
Licensing Bill, 574; Brands Registration
Bill, 574; Unused Roads Licensing Bill,
574; Juvenile Street Vendors and Traders
Bill, 574.
Bills laid aside-Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 586; Savings Banks Acts
Amendment Bill (No.1), 597.
Bills rejected on Second Reading-GovernorGeneral's Establishment Bill, 497 ; Noncompulsory Vaccination Bill, 574.
Mr. J. W. (Fitzroy)
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 483.
P&rliamentary Elections Hill, 466.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 328,
590.

BILLSON,

Bogong, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of new member, in consequence of
Mr. I. A. Isaacs accepting office as Attorney-General, announced, 83; re-election of Mr. Isaacs announced, 83; Mr.
Isaa.cs introduced and sworn, 84.
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BOWSER, Mr. JOHN (Wan[Jaratta and Ruther.
glen)
Cool Storage and Wine Commission, 117.
Fruit-Importation from New South Wales,
374.
Land Acts Further Amendment BilL_242,
248,258.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 164.
Pacific Cable Authorization Bill, 419.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 471.
Railway Extension, 394.
Railways Standing Committee, 213.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 409, 410,
411.
Senators Elections Bill, 417.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 128.
Brands Registration Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Kennedy, and read first time, 95; dis·
charged from the paper, 574.
Brands, Registration of - Question by Mr.
Craven re introduction' of Bill providing
for registration of brands, 81.
.
BROMLEY, Mr. F. H. (Carlton)
Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
597.
Close of the Session, 560.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 95.
Landlord and 'renant Act Amendment Bill,
565.
•
Public Service-Fortnightly Payments, 95.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 339.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 403, 409,
410.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
556.
BROWN, Mr. J. T. (Shepparton and E'ltroa)
Jurors Exemption Bill, 95.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 578.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
566.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 53.
Stock and Share Brokers Licensing Bill, 574.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 134.
BURTON, Mr. J. B. (Stawell}.-Introduced and
sworn on re-election after accepting office
as Minister of Mines anu Water Supply,
84.
Coliban Reservoir, 175.
Copper Mine Leases at Cooper's Creek, 551.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 245,
258.
Mallee Water Supply, 379.
Mines Act 1897 Amendment Bill, 570.
Mines Department-Geological Branch, 374.
South Glenfine Lode, 113.
Ventilation of Mines, 375.
"Butter Factories and Creameries-Question by
Mr. A. Harris re prizes for best-managed
butter factories and creameries, 583.
CAMERON, Mr. EWEN (Po1·tland)
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 496.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 242,
252, 253, 291.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 60.

CAMERON, Mr. EWEN (continued)Portland to Mount Gambier Hailway, 278.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 342.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 201.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 136.
CAMERON, Mr. E. H. (Evelyn)
Election of Speaker, 3.
Census-Question by Mr. Murray re pay of
clerks in Government Statist's office employed in connexion with the census, 378.
(See Women's Suffrage.)
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. W. D. Beazley),
-Hulings and Statements ofMoving the Omission of Clauses, 248.
New Clauses, 334.
Re-election as Chairman, 87.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 405.
Chairman of Committees-Election of Mr.
Beazley, 87.
Chairmen of Committees-Appointment of Mr ..
Bennett, Mr. Bowser, Mr. Bromley, and
Mr. Kirton to act as Temporary Chairmen
announced, 113.
CHIRNSIDE, Mr. J. P. (Grant)
Yarra. Wharfs Railways, 168, 278.
Clunes and Allandale, Representation of-Issue
of writ for election of new member, in con·
sequence of Mr. Peacock accepting office as
Chief Secretary, announced, 83; re-election
of Mr. Peacock announced, 83; Mr. Peacock
introduced and sworn, 84.
Coliban Reservoir-Subject of additional pa,yment to contractors for construction of
reservoir at Malmsbury discussed, on
motion for adiournment of the House,
169-176.
Committees (Permanent)-Appointed, 97, 98.
Commonwealth of Australia-Inaugural Celebrations-Questions by Mr. Methven 1'e
celebrations in Sydney on 1st January,
82; by Mr. Duffy, 86; by Mr. Mauger re
detachm~nt of Naval Brigade taking part
in celebrations, 115; by Mr. Robinson re
military parade in Melbourne on occasion
of proclamation, 166; by Sir John McIntyre
re treatment of invited guests, 166; by
Mr. Methven re granting free railway
passes to members of municipal councils
desiring to attend celebrations, 167; by
Sir John McIntyre re erection of a Victorian arch in Sydney, 280; by Mr. Stanley
re issue of free railway passes to officers
returned from South Africa desiring to
attend inaugural celebrations in Sydney,
550.
Commonwealth' Parliament-Question by Mr.
Prendergast re free railway passes to candidates for seats in Federal Senate or House
of Representatives, 553.
Conciliation and Arbitration-Statement by
Mr. Bromley re introduction of Bill for
establishing boards of conciliation and
arbitration, 598; by Mr. Prendergast, 598.
Convention, Proposed, for Reform of Constitution. (See Parliament, Reform of
Constitution oJ.)
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CRAVEN, Mr. A. W. (Benambra)
Registration of Brands, 8l.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 138.
Customs Department-Question by Mr. Bennett
re lockers, 279; by Mr. Graham re analytical examination of imported beer and
introduction of a Pure Beer Bill, 373.
C118toms Officers Bill-Brought in by Sir George
Turner, and read first lime, 89; second
reading moved by Sir George Turner, 100 ;
Bill read second time, and passed through
remaining stages, 100.
Dairy and Agricultural Colleges-Question by
Mr. A. Harris re establishment of dairy
and agricultural colleges, 583.
Days of Sitting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
Defence Department-Question by Lieut.Colonel Reay re transfer of Defence depa.rtment to Commonwealth, 551; by Mr.
Bailes 1'e officer commanding .5th battalion infantry brigade, 552. (See Rifle
Olubs.)
Divisions -In the Honse-On Mr. McKenzie's
motion for adjournment of debate on Sir
George Turner's amendment for address in
reply to the Lieutenant-Governor's speech
at opening of Parliament, affirming that the
Government "does not possess the confidence of the House or tho country," 33 ;
on Sir George Turner's amendment, 77;
on Sir George Turner's motion for second
reading of the Women's Suffrage Bill, 138 ;
on Dr. Maloney's amendment in schedule
of Old-age Pensions Bill, 165; on Mr.
Prendergast's amendment in clause 2 of
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 188 ; on
Mr. Best's new clause in Land Acts
Further Amendment Bill, 294; on Dr.
Maloney's amendment on Sir George
Turner's motion for suspension of sessional order limiting time for calling on
fresh business, 387 ; on Sir George Turner's
motion, 388 ; on Mr. Bromley's amendment
in clause 2 of Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 410; on Sir George Turner's
motion for second reading of GovernorGeneral's Establishment Bill, 497 ; on Mr.
Bailes'motion for second reading of Noncompulsory Vaccination Bill, 574; on
Legislative Oouncil's amendment in clause
33 of Land Acts Further Amendment Bill,
581 ; on Legislative Oouncil's amendment
omitting clause 69 of same Bill, 582; on
Mr. I. A. Isaacs' motion that the Land Acts
Further Amendment Bill be laid aside, 586 ;
on Mr. I. A. Isaacs' motion for adjournment
of House, 603.
Divisions - In Oommittee - On Mr. McOoll's
amendment in clause 4 of Women's Suffrage Bill, 140; on Mr. 'Vilkins' amendment in clause 2 of Old-age Pensions Bill,
159; on Mr. McBride's amendment in
schedule of same Bill, 161; on Mr. Prendergast's amendment in clause 2 of Governor's
Salary Reduction Bill, 184 j on Mr. Grose's
new clause in same Bill, 187; on Mr.
Irvine's amendment in clause 21 of Land
Acts Further Amendmf,lnt Bill, 247; on
Mr. Robinson's amendment in clause 25
of same Bill, 254; on Mr. Lazarus'
new olause in Public Service Reclassification Bill, 344; on Dr. Maloney's
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Divisions-In Oommittee-continued.
new clause in same Bill, 346; on Mr.
Bromley's amendment in clause 2 of Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 405; on
clause 2 of same Bill, 405; on Lieut.Oolonel Reay's amendment in clause 3 of
same Bill, 407; on Mr. Prendergast's
amendment in clause 6 of Senators Elections
Bill, 417 ; on Dr. McInerney's amendment
in clause 18 of Parliamentary Elections.
Bill, 479.
Mr. ALFRED (JJfornington)
Oonditional Purchase Leases, 376.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 184.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 247,.
254, 255, 282, 287.

DOWNWARD,

Mr. J. F. (Port Fairy)
Case of James Stephen, 168.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 207.

DUFFUS,

Mr. J. G. (Kilmore, Dathousi('., ana;.
Lancefield)
Military Discipline-Questions in Parliament,
82.
Proclamation of the Commonwealth- Inaugural OelelJl'ations at Sydney, 86.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 312, 334,
335,342.
Railway Employes' Reclassification Bill, 278.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 191, 409.
W omon's Suffrage Bill, 123.

DUFFY,

DUGGAN,Mr. D. J., Minister of Lands (D~tnolly).
-Introduoed and sworn on re-election afteraccepting office as Minister of Lands, 84.
Oase of Oheyne v. East Locldon Oouncil, 278.
Oase of James Stephen, 168.
Oonditional Purchase Leases, 376.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 572.
Koo-wee-rup Swamp Drainage, 114.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 177, 236,.
237, 240, 241,242, 243, 244, 248, 253,254,
255, 259, 281, 282, 283, 285, 575, 581, 582,
583.
Mallee Classification Plans, 375.
Railway Department-Porters and Permanent-way Men, 114.
St. Kilda Railway Extension, 114.
Ventilation of Mines, 375.
Wombat State Forest-Royalty Rates, 277.
Dunolly, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of new member, in consequence of
Mr. Duggan accepting office as Minister of
Lands, announced, 83; re-election of Mr.
Duggan announced, 83; Mr. Duggan introduced and sworn, 84.
Mr. J. H. (Borung)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 233.

DYER,

Elections and Qualifications Oommittee-Appointed, 79.
Electoral Registrars-Question by Mr. Staugh.
ton re payment of deputy electoral registrars for attending revision courts, 277.
Excise Reduction Bill- Brought in by Sir
George Turner, and read first time, 280 ;.
Bill read second time, and passecl through
remainiug stages, 413.
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Mr. THEODORE (Jolimont and We.st Richmond)
Case of Joseph Hall, 379.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 571.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 494.
Landbrd and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
567.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 466, 480.

FI.NK,

Forests.

(See State Forests.)

Mr. HENRY (Gippsland East)
Building Stone at Bairnsdale, 84.
Gippsland East Education .Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 94, 570, 571.
Land Act 1897 Amendment Bill, 569.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 237,
238.

FOSTER,

Fruit, Importation of-Question by Mr. Bowser, 374.
Mr. M. J. S. (Bo~lrke Ea.,t)
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 325.

GAIR,

Geelong, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of new member, in consequence of
Mr. Gurr having accepted office as Postmaster-General, announced, 83; re-election
of Mr. Gurr announced, 83; Mr. Gurr introduced and sworn, 84.
Mr. DUNCAN (Toorak)
Adjournment of the House until 22nd J anuary, 600.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 484.
Income Tax Bill, 102.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 293.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 157, 159.
Pri vate Members' Business, 385.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 596.
Supply, 80.

GILLIES,

Mr. SAMUEL (.Melbourne East).:\Iinister without office.
Adjournment of the House, 80.
Con venti on for Constitutional Reform, 81.
Formation of New Ministry, 79.
Goyernor's Salary Reduction Bill, 186.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 247.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
565.
Policy of the New Government, 81.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, llO.
Registration of Brands, 81.
Supply, 80.
Viei.orian Contingent in China, 81.
'Yays and Means, 80.
.

GILLOTT,

Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves
H,elease Bill-Brought in by Foster, and
read first time, 94; second reading moved
by Mr. Foster, 570; debated, 571; Bill
read second time, and committed p1'O
forma, 572.
Goyernor-General of Australia, The-Statement
hy Mr. Murray re action of New South
'Vales Government, in "compelling" Lord
Hopetoun to voyage to Sydney in a manof-war when in ill-health, 160.

J

Governor-General's Establishment Bill-Lieutellant-Governor's message brought down,
and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 381; Bill brought in, and read
first time, 381; second reading moved by
Sir George Turner, 481; debated, 481;
motion for second reading negatived, 497.
Governor, His Excellency the. (See Lientenant-Governor. )
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill-Brought in
by Sir George Turner, and read first time,
100; second reading moved by Sir George
Tnrner, 183; Bill read second time, and
considered in committee, 183; third reading, 187 ; amendment after third reading,
187; Bill ordered to be transmitted to the
Legislative Council, 188.
Mr. GEORGE (Numurkah
Nathalia)
Inspection of Imported Beer, 373.

GRAHAM,

and

Graving Dock at Williamstown-Question by
Mr. Ramsay re construction of new dock
at Williamstown" of sufficient capacity to
accommodate all vessels trading here," 279.
Mr. W. B. (Creswick)
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 185, 187 ..
Mines Department-Geological Branch, 374.
Ventilation of Mines, 375.

GROSE,

Mr. WILLIAM (Geelong}.-Introduced and
sworn on re-election afier accepting office
as Postmaster-General and Minister of
Public Instruction, 84,
Metropolitan State Schools-Fencing in of
Land, 168; Lessons in Agriculture and
Horticulture, 168.
P1)·cific Cable Authorization Bill, 281, 419.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 89, 106.
Postal and Telegraph Department-Temporary Employes, 84; Telephone Exchange
Employes, 168.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 89, 188,
407, 409.

GURR,

Hackney Carriages Law Amendment BiUBrought in by Mr. Bromley, and read first
time, 95.
IIan.sard - Statement by the Speaker re
presence of a "stranger" (temporary
Hansard reporler) in Legislative Assembly, 138; Serjeant-at-Arms ordered to
remove reporter temporarily acting for
Hansard, 138; further statements by the
Speaker, 138, 380.
Mr. ALBERT (Gippsland Gentral)
Copper Mine Leases at Cooper's Creek, 550,
551.
Dairy and Agricultural College, 583.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 290.
Prizes for Butter Factories and Creameries,
583.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 553.
Wharfage Charges on Manures, 583.

HARRIS,

Mr. JOSEPH (South Yarm)
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
556.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 456.

HARRIS,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

Health Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Murray, and read first time, 95;
second' reading moved by Mr. Murray, 497;
:Bill read second time, and passed through
remaining stages, 498.
Health, Department of Public-Question by
Dr. Maloney 7'e appointment of Assistant
Medical Inspector for the Board of Public
Health, 379.
Mr. D. V. (Carlton South)
Lieutenant-Go\'ernor's Speech, 73.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 329,
334, 342, 343, 589.

HENNESSY,

Mr. G. F. (War1"enheip)
Dismissal of Railway Servants, 167.
Law Department-Consideration of Railway
Cases, 275.
Maintenance of Main Roads, 276.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 167.

HOLDEN,

House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill-Brought in by Mr. O'Neill, and read
first time, 95; second reading moved by
Mr. O'Neill, 573; debated, 573; debate
adjourned, 574.
Income Tax-Motion fixing rates of income
tax for year ending 31st December, 1901,
proposed by Sir George Turner in Committee of Ways and Means, and adopted,
10l.
Income Tax Bill-Brought in by Sir George
Turner, and passed through all its stages,
102.
Inscribed Stock Judgments Bill-LieutenantGovernor's message brought down and resolution for an appropriation adopted, 88;
Bill brought in, and read first time, 88;
second reading moved by Sir George Turner,
100; Bill read second time, and passed
through remaining stages, 101.
Insolvency Law Fmther Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council, and read
first time, aSl ; discharged from the paper,
500.
Mr. W. H. (Lowan)
Gippsland East Bducation Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 57l.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 484.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 573.
Laud Acts Further Amendment Bill, 244, 245,
246, 576, 586.
Parliamentary Blections Bill, 464, 465, 466,
468,472,473,474,476, 477, 480.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 584.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 404, 405.

IRVINE,

ISAACS, Mr. 1. A. (Bogong).-Introduced and
sworn on re-election after accepting office
as Attorney-General, 84.
'Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
597,602.
Appointment of Taxing Master, 374.
Convention for Reform of Constitution, 603.
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 498.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 237,242,
251, 253, 257,258, 301, 575, 57S. 585, 586.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
586, 588.
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ISAACS, Mr. I. A. (continued)Parliamentary Elections Rill, 469, 476, 478.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 108.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill, 450,
498.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 589, 590,
591, 592, 593, 594, 595.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 583,
585, 595, 596, 597.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),
597.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 205.
Wills Act Amendment Bill, 573.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 1~1, 583, 603.
ISAACS, Mr. J. A. (Ovens)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 238,
256, 257, 258.
Jurors Exemption Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Brown, and read first time, 95; discharged
from the paper, 573.
Juvenile Street Vendors and Traders BillBrought in by Mr. Salmon, and read first
time, 95 j discharged from the paper, 574.
KEAST, Mr. \-V. S. (DcLndenong and Berwicl")
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 243.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 465.
Railway Employes' Holidays, 551.
Railway Gangers' Quarters, 377.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 208.
Mr. THOMAS (Benalla and Yarrawonga)
Brands Registration'Bill, 95.
Goyernor-General's Establishment Bill, 489.
Lieutenn.nt-Governor's Speech, 63.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 467, 468. 469.
PuLlic Service Reclassification Bill, 335.
l~a,ilway Extension, 394.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 404, 408.

KENNEDY,

Mr. DAVID (Grenville)
Beeac Railway, 275.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 226,
237,240.
South Glenfine Lode, ll3.

KERR,

King v. Cheyne, Case of.

(See Roads, P1lblic.)

Mr ..J. W. (Bcdlarat West)
Governor's S[Llary Reduction Bill, 185.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 73.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 105, 14l, 156, 160, 162,
163, l65.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 183.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill,1I3.

KIRTON,

Koo-wee-rup Swamp Drainage WTorks. (See
Public Works Depa1·tmmt.)
Korong Vale Receipt and Pay Office-Question
by Mr. Langdon re opening of office, 167.
Land Act 1898 Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bailes, and read first time, 94;
discharged from the petper, 572.
Land Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. McLean, and read first time, 19:
discharged from the paper, l66.
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Land Acts Further Amendment Bill-Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down,
and resolution for an appropriation adopted,
115; Bill brought in by Sir George Turner,
and read first time, 115; second reading
moved by Mr. Duggan, 177 ; debated, 214 ;
Bill read second time, 236; c<;>I1sidered in
committee, 236; third reading, 281; amendments after third reading, 281; Bill ordered
to be transmitted to Legislative Council,
302; returned from Legislative Council
with amendments, 574; amendments dealt
with, 575-82 j message from Legislative
Council intimating that they insisted on
Borne of their amendments, 585; motion by
Mr. r. A. Isaacs that the Bill be laid aside,
586; debated, 586 j agreed to, 586.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No. 2)Brought in by Mr. I. A. Isaacs, and read
first time, 586; second reading moved by
Mr. r. A. Isaacs, 587; debated, 587; Bill
read second time, and passed through remaining stages, 589.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bailes, and read first
time, 94; second reading moved by Mr.
Bailes, 561; debated, 563; debate adjourned, 568.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. Duffy re
land taken from James Stephen for a road
in the parish of Koroit, 168; by Mr.
Taverner 1'e distribution of plalls of classification of mallee lands, 375; by Mr. Downward re conditional purchase leases, 376.
Mr. THOMAS (Korong)
Korong Vale Receipt and Pay Office, 167.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 228.
Railway Freight on Wheat, 375.
Woomelang to Mildura Railway, 84.

LANGDON,

Law Department-Question by Mr. Holden re
professional assistance for Crown Solicitor
in dealing with cases submitted by Railway
department, 275.
Mr. H. S. W. (Castlemaine)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 256.

LAWSON,

Mr. D. B. (Sanrlhu?'st)
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
563.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 66.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 467.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 314, 330,
342,344.
Senators Elections Bill, 416.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 124.

LAZARUS,

Mr. J. F. (Barwon)
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 571.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 238,
239, 245, 247, 286.
Landlord and Tanant Act Amendment Bill,
567.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 157.
Private Members' Business, 385, 554.
Railway Extension, 398.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 401, 406.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 455.
Wills Act Amendment Bill, 573.
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill, 411.

LEVIEN,

Library Committee-Appointed, 98.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill-Brqught in by
Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 95; second
reading moved by Mr. O'Neill, 572; debate
adjourned, 573.
Lieutenant-Governor, His Excellency, the (SirJohn Madden, K.C.M.G.)-Motioll by Mr.
Andrews for adoption of address in reply
to His Excellency'S speech on opening Parliament, 19; seconded by Mr. Argyle, 23;,
debated by Sir George Turner, 26; amendment by Sir George Turner to add to the·
proposed address the following words:" and we respectfully desire to inform Your
Excellency that the Government does not
possess the confidence of the House or the·
country," 26 ; seconded by Mr. Morrissey,
26; debated by Mr. McLean, 26; motion
by Mr. McKenzie for adjournment of debate negatived, 33; debate resumed by Mr.
McKenzie, 34; continued by Mr. Murray,
40; Dr. McInerney, 44; Sir John McIntyre"
45 j Mr. McColl, 47 ; Mr. Brown, 53: Mr.
Vale, 54; Mr. Prendergast, 59; Mr. Ewen
Cameron (Portland), 60; Mr. Kennedy, 63;
Mr. Lazarus, 66; Mr. Robinson, 68; Mr.
Salmon, 68; Mr. Bent, 71; Mr. Hennessy,
73 ; Mr. Kirtcn, 73 j Mr. McLeod, 76;
amendment agreed to, 77 j address, as
amended, adopted, 78; His ExcelleBcy's.
reply, 79.

MoARTHUR, Mr. CAMPBELL ( Villier.s

and IIeytes-

bu?'y)
Shires Reclassification Bill, 167.

Mr. PETER (Kara Kam)
Fertilizers, 376.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 234,.
237, 240, 294.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 160, 161, 163, 164.
Railway Carriage of Manures, 114, 275.
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill, 411.

McBRIDE,

J. H. (Gunbower)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 214,.
240, 243, 244, 249, 256, 258, 283, 286, 295.
Lieutenullt-Governor's Speech, 47.
Melbourne and Metropolitall Board of Works.
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 418.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 159.
Railway Extension, 392.
Returned Members of South African Contingents-A ppointments in the Public Service,.
98.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 139, 141.

MCCOLL, Mr.

Mr. ROBERT (Ballarat East).Minister without office.
Proclamation of the Commonwealth-Free·
Passes to Municipal Councillors, 82.
Returned Members of South African Contingents-Appointments in the Public Service,.
99.

MCGREGOR,

Dr. T. P. (Delatite)
Attitude towards McLean Government, 31,.
44, 53, 381.
Delatite Election, 31, 44, 53, 381.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 252,.
287.
Lieutenant-Goyernor's Speech, 44.

McINERNEY,

LEGiSLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

McINERNEY, Dr. T. P. (continued)Parliamentary Elections Bill, 465, 466, 468,
479.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 323, 341,
349.
Senators Elections Bill, 416.
Stamps Bill, 412.
McINTYRE, Sir JOHN (Maldon)
Census Papers - Proposed Questions re
Women's Suffrage, 89.
Commonwealth Inaugural Celebrations, 166,
280.
Governor-General's Estahlishment Bill, 482.
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 498.
L:1nd Acts Further Amendment Bill, 283,288,
294.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 45.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 466,477.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill, 499.
Private Members' Business, 386.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 309.
Railway Extension, 276, 391, 399.
R.:'tilways Standing Committee, 21.2.
Shelbourne to Cousen's Corner Railwa.y, 276,
391.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 454.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 122, 141.
.McKENZIE, Mr. M. K. (Anglesey)
Census Papers - Proposed Questions re
Vvomen's Suffrage, 93.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 221,241,
242,246, 251.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 33, 34.
Postal Department-Temporary Employes
84.
Railway Extension, 395.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 195.
MACKINNON, Mr. DONALD (P1'ahran)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 251.
Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill, 499.
"Public Service Reclassification Bill, 337.
vVomen's Suffrage Bill, 127.
.McLEAN, Mr. ALLAN (Gippsland North)
Adjournment of the House-Defeat of the
McLean Ministry, 78.
Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
597, 601.
·Candidature for Federal Parliament, 559.
Close of the Session, 559, 597.
Convention for Reform of the Constitution,
603.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 87.
Election of Speaker, 4.
·Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 492.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 184.
Handling of Grain in Bulk, 554.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 19.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 236,
250, 253, 575.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
565.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 2{).
. Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims) Bill,
458.
. Parliament Buildings Committee, 97.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, lOS.
Private Members' Business, 385.
.:Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 207.
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McLEOD, Mr. DONALD (Daylesford)
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 76.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 349.
Wombat State Forest-Royalty Rates, 277.
MADDEN, Mr. FRANK (Eastern S1Lb~lrbs)
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 208, 407.
Manee Lands. (See Lands Department; also
Water 81lpply Department.)
Malmsbury Reservoir. (See Coliban Reservoir.)
MALONEY, Dr. WILLIAM (Melbourne West)
Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
601.
Assistant Medical Inspector, 379.
Case of Joseph Hall, :379.
Closing of the Session, 386.
Convention for Constitutional Reform, 80.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 483.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 282,289,
295,586.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
587, 588.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
566.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 156, 164.
Parliamentary EI~ctions Bill, 466.
Personal Explanation, 553.
Private Members' Business, 386.
Public Seryice Reclassification Bill, 323, 345,
347, 349, 591, 592, 593, 594, 595.
~
Railway Departmen t - 'V ages and Holidays
of Casual Employes, 377.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
556, 557.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 453.
omen's Suffrage Bill, 135.

,V

Manures-Question by Mr. McBride re reduction of freight on manures during January,
February, and March, 114,275; re supply
of fertilizers to farmers. at reduced rates,
376; by Mr. A. Harris re reduction of
wharfage charges on manures, 583.
MASON, Mr. F. C. (Gippsland South)
Election of Speaker, 3 .
(See Speaker, The)
MASON, Mr. J. 'vV. (Rodney)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 230, 248.
MAUGER, Mr. SAMUEL (Foot8Cl'ay)
Commonwealth Celebrations-Naval Brigade,
115.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 573.
Minimum Wage - Undertakers' Vvorkmen,
278.
Parliament Buildings Committee, 98.
Parliament House-vVooden Building, 98.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 408.
Wages of Railway Shunters, 377.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill-Brought
in by Sir George Turner, and read first
time, 89; second reading moved by Sir
George Turner, 418; debated, 418; Bill
read second time, and passed through remaining stages, 4LS-19.
Members, New-Introduced and sworn, 2, 18,
84.
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(East Bo~(rke Boroullhs)
Agricultural Lessons at Metropolitan State
Schools, 168.
Coli ban Reservoir, 169.
Koo-wee-rup Swamp Drainage, 114.
Proclamation of the Commonwealth-Free
Passes to Municipal Councillors, 82, 167.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 309, 317,
328,349.
Railway Extension, 395.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,
557.
.

METHVEN, Mr. DAVID

Mines Act 1897 Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bailes, and read first time, 9'1;
second reading moved by Mr. Bailes, 568 ;
debated, 569; debate adjourned, 570.
Mines Department-Question by Mr. Kerr r'e
geological survey of South Glenfine lode,
113; by Mr. Grose re increase of staff of
geological branch, 374; re improved ventilation of mines, 375; by Mr. Bennett re
adoption of recommendations of Mines
Ventilation Board, 375; 1'e treatment ll'y
board of Mr. Massie, 375 j by Mr. A.
Harris re suspension of copper mine leases
at Cooper's Creek, near Walhalla, 550.
Ministry, The -Amendment hy Sir George
Turner, on motion for adoption of address
in reply to Lieutenant-Governor's speech
at opening of Parliament, expressing want
of confidence in McLean Ministry, 26;
seconded by Mr. Morrissey, 26; debated
by Mr. McLean, 26; Mr. McKenzie, 34;
Mr. Murray, 40; Dr. McInerney, 44;
Sir John )1 cIntyre , 45; Mr. McColl,
47 j Mr. Brown, 53; Mr. Vale, 54 j Mr.
Prendergast, 59; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 60; Mr. Kennedy, 63; Mr.
Lazarus, 66; Mr. Robinson, 68; Mr.
Salmon, 68; Mr. Bent, 7I ; Mr. Hennessy,
73 j Mr. Kirton, 73; Mr. McLeod, 76:
amendment agreed to, 77; resignation of
the McLeal1 Ministry, and formation of the
Turner Ministry, announced, 79; Ministers
introduced and sworn on re-election, 83.
Morgue, The-Question by Mr. Mauger re
contract for conveying dead bodies to the
morgue, 278.

MORRISSEY, Mr. JOHN (Rodney).-Introdnced
and sworn on re-election after accepting
office as Minister of Agriculture, 84.
Fertilizers, 376.
Fruit-Importation from New South \Vales,
375.
Prizes for Butter Factories and Creameries,
58:3.
Railway Carriage of Manures, 114, 275.
Tinned Meat Exported to South Africa, 168.
Wharfage Charges on Manures, 583.

Motions for the Adjournment of the IIouseProposed to enable Honorable Members to
ventilate public questions-By Mr. Methven re additiollal payment to contractors for
constrnction of Malmsbury reservoir, 169 ;
by Mr. Sangster re place of landing of
Duke and Duchess of York, 450.
Municipal Subsidy. (See Roads, P1tblic.)

(Warrnambool)
Arrival of the Governor-General, 166.
Beech Forest Railway- Wages of Workmen,.

MURRAY, Mr. JOHN

19.
Coliban Reservoir, 174.
Government Sta.tist's Office, 378.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 495.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 186.
Health Act Further Aniendment Bill, 95,.
497,498.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 580.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
587.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 40.
Old-~tge Pensions Bill, 152, 158, 160, 161, 162,.
164, 165.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims).
Bill, 180, 182.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 468, 469, 474,.
475, 478,479.
Private Members' Business, 96.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 334, 335,.
338, 340, 593.
Railway Department-Porters and Permanent-way men, 113.
Railway Extension, 39~.
Return of Australian Troops-Use of Parlia-·
ment House Steps, 86.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 401.
Sixpenny Telegrams, 100, 554.

Newport Freezing Chambers-Question by Mr.
Bennett re lease of Government freezing:
chambers at Newport, 552.
NICHOLS, Mr. ARTHUR (Gippsland West)
Assistance to Mountainous Shires, 552.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 119.
Non-compulsory Vaccination Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bailes, and read first time, 95;
second reading moved by Mr. Bailes, and
negatived, 574.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Lieutenant-Governor's.
message brought down, 87 ; resolution f01·
appropriation adopted, 88; Bill brought
in, and read first time, 88; second reading
moved by Sir George Turner, 102; debated
by Mr. Kirton., 141; Lieut.-Colonel Reay,.
148; Mr. Sadler, 150; Mr. Toutcher, 151 ;.
Mr. E. D. Williams, 151; Mr. Salmon,
152: Mr. Murray, 152; Bill read second
time, 155 ; considered in committee, 155;
third reading, 165; amendments after third
reading, 165; Bill ordered to be transmitted
to the Legislative Council, 165.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims) Bill
-Brought in by Sir George Turner, and
read first time, 88 ; second reading moved
by Sir George Turner, 105; Bill read second
time, and passed through remaining stages,
182-3; returned from Legislative Council
with an amendment, 400; amendment disagreed with, 457-8; message from Legislative Council intimating that they insisted
on their amendment, 558; disagreement
with Council's amendment not insisted on ..
558.
Mr. D. S. (Ripon and Hampden)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 235.

OMAN,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
RICHARD (Mandurang)
Case of Oheyne v. East Loddon Oottncil, 278.
Case of Kh~g v. Oheyne, 275.
House, Esta te, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 95, 573.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 232,
248, 290.
Licen~ing Act Amendment Bill, 95, 572.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 338.
Stock and Share Brokers Licensing Bill, 95.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 95.

O'NEILL, Mr.

Mr. A. R. (J.lfaryboJ'ough)
Beech Forest Railway-\Vages of Workmen,
19.
Coliban Reservoir, 173.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 156.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 309, 344,
345, 349.
Railway Extension, 388.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 453.

OUTTRIM,

Pacific Cable Authorization Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Gurr, and read first time, 281 ; second
rea.ding moved by Mr. Gurr, 419; statement by Speaker re introduction of Bill
without a messa.ge, 419; by Sir George
Turner, 419; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining stages, 419.
Parliament-Opening of, by commission, 2; by
the Lieutenant-Governor, 18; prorogation,
603.
.
Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed,
97.
Parliament House-Statements by Mr. Bennett
re issue by Government of invitatiolJs to
Members of Parliament to witness procession of Australian troops 1'eturned from
South Africd, from Parliament House step::;,
85; by Sir George Turner, 85, 86; by M1'.
Peacock, 85 ; by Mr. Murray, 86; by the
Speaker, 86; question by Mr. Mauger re
removal of wooden buildings, 98; statement
~y the Speaker, 98; by Sir George Turner,
98.
Parliamcn t, Reform of Constitution of-Question
by Dr. Maloney re holding of convention
to be elected by the people to deal with the
qnestion of the reform of the Constitution
of both Houses of Parliament, SO; subject
discussed on motion for adjournment of
House until Tuesday, 22nd January, 597.
Parliamentary Elections Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Best, and read first tilpe, 94; second
reading moved by Mr. Best, 458; Bill
read second time, 463; considered in committee, 463; third reading, 481 ; amendment after third reading, 481; Bill ordered
to be transmitted to Legislative Council,
481.
Parliamentary Elections (1901) Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Peacock, and read fi1'st time,
281; second reading movecl by Mr. Peacock,417 ; Bill read second time, and passed
through remaining stages, 418.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways-Motion by Sir George Turner for
appointment of Mr. E. H. Cameron, Mr.
Craven, Mr. Fostel', Mr. A. Harris, Mr.
Smith, and Mr. \Vhite as members of committee,211 ; debated, 211 ; agreed to, 214;
reference to committee of question of connexion of North-Eastern, Goulburn Valley,
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Pa.rliamentary Standing Committee on Railways (continued)and Northern Main Trunk Lines; of Tolmie
with one of existing lines; and of W oolamai,
Sa.n Remo, and Cape Patterson with the
present railway system, 388-400.
Mr. A. J. (Olunes and Allandale).Introduced and sworn on re-election after
accepting office as Chief Secretary and
Minister of Labour, 84.
Assistant Medical Inspector, 379.
Census Papers - Proposed Questions re
Women's Suffrage, 92.
Commonwealth Inaugural Celebrations, 166.
Deputy Electoral Registrars, 277.
Fifth Battalion Infantry Brigade, 552.
Fortnightly Payments to Casual Railway
Employes, 55:l
Government Freezing Chambers at Newport,.
552.
Government Statist's Office, 378.
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 498.
Inspection of Imported Beer, 374.
Intercolonial Rifle Competition - Railway
Privileges to Members of Rifle Clubs, 96.
Manufacture of Steel Hails, 551.
Minimum \Vage - Undertakers Workmen,
278.
Parliamentary Elections (1901) Bill, 281,417.
Railway Employes' Holidays, 551.
Return of Australian Troops-Use of Parlia-·
ment House Steps, 85, 86.
Rifle Range for Port Melbourne, 377.
Senators Elections Bill, 415, 416.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill, 89, 101,.
457.

PEACOCK,

Personal Explanations-By Dr. McInerney, 53;.
381; Dr. Maloney, 553.
Portland to Monnt Gambier Railway. (See,
Railway Oon.~truction. )
Post and Telegraph Department -Questionr
by Mr. McKenzie re recommendation of
Anomalies Board in respect of temporary
employes, 84; statement by Mr. Murray
re notice of motion in favour of charge for
telegrams of nine words being reduced to
6d., 100 ; question by Lien t. -Colonel Reay
re Telephone Exchange employes, 168.
Postage Rate Altera,tion Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Gurr, and read first time, 89; second
reading moved by Mr. GUIT, 106; debated, In8; Bill read second time, and
considered in committee, III ; third reacl-·
ing, 113.
Mr. G. M. (Melbourne North) \
Adjournment of Honse until 22nd January;,
598.
Closing of the Session, 386, 387.
Commonwealth Elections - Free Railway
Passes to Candidates, 553.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 482.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 183, 185,
186, 187.
Health Act Further Amendment Bill, 498.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 238,
244, 246,250, 255, 256,257, 258, 582, 586,
587, 588, 589.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill"
566.
Lientenant-Governor's Speech, 59.
Melbourne North Election, 59.

PRENDERGAST,
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Mr. G. M. (continued)Old-age Pensions Bill, 158, 160, 162,
164.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 467, 472,
48l.
Private Memberso Business, 386, 387,
554.
Public Service Reclassification Bill,
336, 337, 350, 590, 593, 594. .
Scripture Lessons Referendum BIll, 208.
Sena,tors Elections Bill, 4-16.
Trading Coupons, 374.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension
556.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 141, 583.

INDEX.

PRENDERGAST,

-

163,
480,
419,
.
321,

Bill,

Presbyterian Church of Australia Bill- Br0t;tght
in by Mr. I. A. Isaacs, and read first tIme,
456-7 ; Bill ruled by the Speaker to be <1,
private Bill, 498; motion by Mr. I. ~.
Isaacs that Bill be treated as a pubhc
.Bill agreed to, 498; second reading moved
by Mr. I. A. Isaacs, 498; debated, 499 ;
Bill read second time, and passed through
remaining stages, 500.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 98; report
brought up, 449. .
.
,.
Private Members' Busmess - MotIOn by SIr
George Turner for postponement of private
members' business until after orders of day,
554; debated, 554; agreed to, 554. (See
Sessional Arrangements.)
Produce Export of-Question by Mr. Ramsay
re domplaint regarding tinned meat sent
to South Africa, 168.
Public Accounts, Committee of-Appointed, 98.
Public Instruction-Question by Mr. Methven
?'e giving of practical lessons in ~griculture
or horticulture to boys attendlllg metropolitan State schools. 168. (See Scripture
Lessons Referendum Bill. )
Public Service -Motion by Mr. McColl affirming that positions in the public service
should l:e open to members of contingents
returning from South Africa, 98; debated,
99; agreed to, 100.
..
.
Public Service ReclassificatIOn BIll-Brought III
by Sir George Turner, and read first time,
89' second reading moved by Sir George
Tu~ner 302; debated, 309; Bill read
second time, 330; considered in committee,
330; third reading, 350; returned from
Legislative Council1':ith amendments, 589 ;
amendments dealt ':Ith, 589-95.
Public Works Department-Question by Mr.
Methven re pay of men employed in opening and clearing drains in Koo-wee-rup
Swamp, 114.
Railway Construction-Qnestion by Mr. Murray re wages paid to men employed on
Beech Forest line, 19; by Mr. Langdon re
survey of route and cost of constructing the
Woomelang to Mildura Railway, 84; by
Mr. Bent re construction of St. Kilda to
Elwood and Brighton line, 114; by Mr.
Chirnside re construction of lines along
River Yarra wharfs and docks, 168, 278 ;
by Mr. Kerr re extending Newtown and
Pitfield Railwav to Beeac, 275 ; by Sir John
McIntyre re reference to Railways Standing Committee of question of constructing
line from Shelbourne towards Cousen's

Railway Construction (continued)Corner, 276; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland) re reference to Railways Standing
Committee of question of constructing a
line from Portland to the South Australian
border, 279; motion by Mr. Trenwith for
referring to Railways Standing Committee
the questions of connecting the North -Eastern Goulburn Valley, and Northern Main
Tn{nk lines by means of a railway; connecting Tolmie with one of the existing lines;
and connecting W oolamai, San Remo, and
Cape Patterson with the present railway
system, 388; debated, 388; amendment
by Mr. M ethven to refer to committee
question of constructing lines from Flemington-bridge to Pascoe Vale and from
Traralgon to Carrajung, 397; amendment
negatived, 400; motion agreed to, 400.
Railway Department-Return re cases of embezzlement and theft presented, 87; question by Mr. Murray 1'e wages of porters
and permanent-way men, 113; by Mr.
McBride re freight on manures, 114, 275 ;
by Mr. Bent re railway carriages on country lines running with unlocked doors,
167; by Mr. Holden re dismissal of J. T.
McCullagh, station-master, and M. Saunders shunter, 167; by Mr. Taverner re
locai rates on mallee lines, 375; by Mr.
Langdon 1'e rebate to long-distance consignors of wheat, 375; by Mr. Vale re
maint,enance of present system oJ: management, 376; by Mr. Methven 1'e wages of
shunters, 377; by Mr. Keast re gangers'
quarters, 377 ; by Dr. Maloney re payment
for holidays of casual employes, 377; re
case of Joseph Hall, 3i9; statement by
Mr. Fink, 379; by Mr. Trcnwith, 379 ;
question by Mr. Keast re railway emp~oyes'
Christmas holidays, 551 ;' by Mr. SmIth 1'e
contracts for steel rails, 551; by Lieut.Colonel Reay re fortnightly payment of
wages,553.
...
Railway Employes' Reclass~ficatlOn ~Ill-Qu~s
tion by Mr. Duffy re llltroductlOn of BIll,
278.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act-Question by
Mr. A. Harris re amendment of Act, 553.
Railway Loan Act 1900 Amendment BillLieutenant-Governor's message brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 281; Bill brDught. in, and read
first time, 281; second readmg moved by
Sir George Turner, 413'}-, Bill.r~ad second
time, and passed through rema-uung stages,
.
414.
Railways Standing Commit.tee. (See Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.)
Mr. ALEXANDER (Williamstown)
Public Service I{eclassification Bill, 337, 339,
593.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 2.05.
Tinned Meat Exported to South Afnca, 168.
Williamstown Graving Dock, 279.

RAMSAY,

REAY, Lieut.-Colonel W. T. (East Bourke
Boroughs)
Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
599.
Convention for Reform of the Constitution,
387.
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Lieut.-Colonel W. T. (continued)-Defence nepartment under the Commonweal th, 55l.
Fortnightly Payments to Casual Railway
Employes, 553.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Release Bill, 572.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 493.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 185.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 243,
29 I.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 148.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims)
Bill, 558.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 475,479.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 319, 333,
336, 337, 338, 339, 340, 34l.
Railway Extension, 397.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 208, 406,
407.
Telephone Exchange Employes, 168.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 133.

REAY,

Refreshment-rooms Committee-Appointed, 98.
Richmond, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of new member, in consequence of
Mr. Trenwith accepting office as Minister
of Railways, announced, 83 ; re election of
Mr. l'renwith announced, 83; Mr. Trenwith introduced and sworn, 84.
Rifle Clubs-Question by Mr. Robinson re
granting of free railway passes to members
of rifle clubs attending intercolonial rifle
competition in New South Wales, 96; by
Mr. Sangster re rifle range for Port Melbourne, 377.
Roads, Public-Question by Mr. O'Neill re
decision in case of King v. Cheyne, and
amendment of law, 275; by Mr. Holden
re provision for maintenance of main roads
in country shires, 276; by Mr. O'Neill
re payment by Government of part of
costs incurred by executors of the late
Andrew Cheyne in appeal to Privy Oouncil,
278; by Mr. Nichols re special grant to
4th, 5th, and 6th class shires for making
and maintenance of roads in mountain
districts, 552.

Mr. ARTHUR (Dundas)
Appointment r:f Taxing Master, 374.
Commonwealth Inaugural Oelebra,tions, 166.
Intercolonial Rifle Competition - Railway
Privileges to Members of Rifle Clubs, 96.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 249, 250,
253, 255, 256.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 68.
Parliamentary Blections Bill, 472, 473.
Puulic Service Reclassification Bill, 330, ~3l.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of Y orkPlace of Landing, 455.
vYomen's Suffrage Bill, 129, 139.

ROBINSON,

-Rodney, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of member, in consequence of Mr.
Morrissey accepting office as Minister of
Agriculture, announced, 83; re-election of
Mr. Morrissey announced, 83; Mr. Morrissey introduced and sworn, 84.
2XD SESe 1900.-b
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Mr. J. T. (Grenville)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 150.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 466, 47l.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 341.

SADLER,

St. Kilda, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of new member, in conseqnence of
Sir George Turner accepting office as
Premier and Treasurer, announced, 83; reelection of Sir George Turner announced,
83; Sir George Turner introduced and
sworn, 84.
St. Kilda and Elwood Railway. (See Railway
Construction. )
Mr. C. C. (Talbot and Avoca)
Coliban Reservoir, 174.
First South African Contingent, 168.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 488.
Juvenile Street Vendors Regulation Bill, 95.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 254,
257, 258.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 68.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 418.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 152, 158, 159, 162.
Postage Rate Alteration Bill, 109, Ill.
Private Members' Business, 97, 386, 419.
Railways Standing Committee, 211.
Returned Members of South African Contingents-Appointments in the Public Service,
99.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing. 453.

SALMON,

Mr. GEORGE (Port Melbo1Lrne)
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 485.
Old-age Pensions :::)ill, 163.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 325, 345,
595.
Rifle Ra,nge for Port Melbourne, 377.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 409,

SANGSTER,

410.
Visit of the Duke and DUl.lhess of Y orkPlace of Landing, 450.
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill, 412.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No. 1)Brought in by Sir George Turner, and read
first time, 281; J,ieutenant-Governor's
message brought·.ldown, and resolution for
an appropriation adopted, 414; second
reading moved by Sir George Turner, 414;
Bill read second time, and passed through
remaining stages, 415; returned from Legislative Oonncil with an amendment, 583 ;
motion by Mr. I. A. Isaacs that amendment
be disagreed with because it "involves an
alteration of an Act which appropriates
public money" adopted, 585; message
from Legislative Council intimating that
they insisted 011 their amendment, 595;
disagreement with the amendment insisted
on, 596 ; message from Legislative Oouncil
intimating that they still insisted on their
amendment, 596; motion by Mr. I. A.
Isaacs th,tt the Bill be laid aside, 596; debated, 596; agreed to, 597.
. Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2)Brought in by ML 1. A. Isaacs, and passed
through all its stages, 597.
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Savings Banks Business Bill-Brought in by
Sir George Turner, and read first time,
115; Bill read. second time, and passed.
through remaining stages, 412.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Gurr, and read first time, 89 ;
second reading moved by Mr. Gurr, 188; debated by Mr. Staughton, 189; Mr. Duffy,
191; Mr. Tuutcher. 194; Mr. McKenzie,
195; Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland),
201 ; Mr. 1. A. Isaacs, 205; Mr. Ramsay,
205; Mr. McLean, 207; Mr. Duffus, 207;
Mr. Sadler, 207; Mr. Keast, 208 ; Lieut.Colonel Reay, 208; Mr. Prendergast, 208 ;
Mr. Ma.dden, 208; Mr. H. R. Williams,
209; Bill read second time, 210; considered
in committee, 210, 400; third reading, 410 ;
amendments after third reading, 410; Bill
ordered to be transmitted to Legislative
Council, 411.
Senators Elections Bill - Brought in by Sir
George Turner, and read first time, 169;
second reading moved by Mr. Peacock,
415 ; debated, 416; Bill read second time,
and considered in committee, 416; third
reading, 417.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Sir George
Turner, 558; by Mr. McLean, 559; by Mr.
Bromley, 560; hy the Speaker, 560; by
Mr. Beazley, 561.
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of days
and hours of sitting, 96-7 ; motion by Sir
George Tnrner for suspension of sessional
order limiting time for caHin g on fresh business, 384 ; debated, 385; agreed to with an
amendment, !l88.
Shelbourne towards Cousen's Corner Railway.
(See Railway Construction.)
SHIELS, Mr. 'VILLIAM (Normanby)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 300.
Military Discipline- Questions in Parliament,81.
Shires Reclassification - Question by Mr.
Holden re introduction of Bill to provide
for the reclassification of shires, 167;
statement by Mr. Trenwith, 167; by Mr.
McArthur, 167.
SMITH, Mr. THOMAS (Emerald Hill)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 156, 164.
Parliament House - Demolition of Wooden
Building, 98.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 479.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 315, 339,
342,346.
Manufacture of Steel Rails, 551.
Victorian Contingent in China, 81.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of Y orkPlace of Landing, 452.
SPEAKER, The (Mr. F. C. Mason)-Rulings and
Statements ofAddress in Reply, 79.
Amendments on Motions, 387.
Bills of Urgency, 586.
Bills Unprinted, 574.
Close of the Session, 560.
Debate-Accusing Member of a "Trick," 566.
Dr. McInerney, 31, 78.
Interjections, 50.
Irrelevant Amendments on Clauses of Bills,
592,593.

SPEAKER, The (continued)Members not addressing the Chair, 50.
Motions for the Adjournment of the House,.
450.
Notices of Motion ordered to be Postponed,
95.
Parliament House - Demolition of Wooden
Building, 98.
Presbyterian Uhurch of Australia Bill, 498.
Re-election of Speaker, 4, 18.
Return of Australian Troops-Use of Parliament House Steps, 86.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 188.
Supply-Motion without Notice, 80.
Temporary Hansa1'd Reporter, 138, 380.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension Bill,.
555.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 141.
Speaker, The-Mr. F. C. Mason nominated as
Speaker, 3; elected, 3; congratulated by'
Mr. McLean, Sir George Turner, Mr. Gillies,
and Mr. Trenwith, 4; presented to the
Lieutenant-Governor, 18.
Stamps Bill-Brought in by Sir George Turner,
and read first time, 169; Bill read second
time, and passed through remaining stages,
412-13.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 98.
STANLEY, Mr. ROBERT (Horsham)
Commonwealth Celebrations-Free Passes to
Returned Officers, 550.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 231.
Sta.te Forest-s-Question by Mr. McLeod reo
royalty rate!;! on mining and fencing timber
in 'Vombat State Forest, 276.
Statist, Government. (See Census.)
STAUGHTON, Mr. S. T. (Bourke We8t)
Deputy Electoral Registrars, 277.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 246,249,.
250, 300, 301, 302.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 463, 468.
Railway Extension, 390.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 188, 189,.
401, 405.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YOl'kPlace of Landing, 455.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 116.
Stawell, Representation of-Issue of writ fOl'election of new member, in consequence of Mr.
.
Burton accepting office as Minister of Mines,_
announced, 83; Mr. Burton's re-election
announced, 83; introduced and sworn, 84.
STERIW, Mr. D. C. (Sandhurst South)
Mr. Gillott, 80.
Stock and Share Brokers LicensingBill- Brought.
in by Mr. O'Neill, and read first time,.
95; discharged from the paper, 574.
Stone Deposit near Bairnsdale-Question byMr. Foster 1'e construction of tramway to·
nmke available for trade purposes a de-posit of building stone near Rairnsdale, 84.
"Stranger" in the House. (See Hansard.)
Supply-Preliminary resolution adopted, 80.
Supreme Court. (See 'l'axing Master.)
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TAVERNER, Mr. J. W. (Donald and Swan Hill)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 224,
245, 256, 580.
Ma.llee Classification Plans, 375.
Mallee Railways-Local Rates, 375.
Mallee Water Supply, 379.
Taxing Master-Question. by Mr. Rob~son re
appointment of taxmg master III the
Supreme Court, 374.
.
Tolmie Railway. (See Railway Constntctwn.)
TOUT(JH.ER, Mr. R. F. (Ararat)
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 490.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 253,
301,302.
Old -age Pensions Bill, 151.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 463, 467, 475,
478, 480.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 312, 333,
340, 342, 346.
Railway Extension, 399.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 194,400.
Trading Coupons Bill-Question by Mr. Prendergast re introduction of Bill, 374.
Tramways Act (St. Kilda) Extension BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 95; motion by Mr. Bent rescinding
order of day for second reading of Bill
agreed to, 115; Bill ruled by Speaker to be
a private Bill, 555; motion by Mr. Bent
that Bill be treated as a public Bill agreed
to, 555; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 555; debated, 555; Bill read second
time, 557 ; considered in committee, 557.
TRENWITH, Mr. vv. A. (Riclmwncl).--Introduced
and sworn on re·election afrer accepting
office as Minister of Railways and Minister
of Public Works, 84.
Beeac Railway, 275.
Building Stone at Bairnsdale, 84.
Case of Joseph Hall, 379.
Coli ban Reservoir, 171.
Commonwealth Inaugural Celebrations, 166.
Convention for Reform of the Constitution,
600.
Election of Speaker, 3, 4.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 486.
Land Acts Fnrther Amendment Bill, 246.
Maintenance of Main Roads, 276.
Manee Railways-Local Rates, 375.
Portland to Mount Gambier Railwa.y, 279.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, .:148, 589.
Railway Department-Locking of Carriage
Doors, 167; Dismissal of Station-master
McCullagh and Shunter Saunders, ] 67 ;
Wages of Shunters, 377 ; Railway Gangers'
Quarters, 377; Wages of Casual Employes,
378.
Railway Employes' Heclassification Bill, 278.
Railway Extension-Reference of Proposed
Lines to Railways Standing Committee,
:388, 399.
Railway Freight on Wheat, 376.
Railway Loan Act Amendment Rill, 281.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 597.
Shelbourne to Gousen's Corner Railway, 276.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 167.
Williamstown Graving Dock, 279.
Woomelang to Mildura Railway, 84.
Yarra Wharfs Railways, 168.
Yarrowee Channel 'Vorks Bill, 89, 411, 412.
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TUCKER, Mr. J. 13. (Melbourne South)
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 586.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
588.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 467.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 329, 332,
341, 594.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 454.
TURNER, Sir GEORGE (St. Kilda).-Introduced
and sworn on re-election after accepting
office as Premier, Treasurer, and Minister
of Customs, 84.
Adjournment of the House, 84.
Assistance to Mountainous Shires, 552.
Business-Government Business, 88,384,385;
Order of Business, 419,420; Private Members' Business, 96, 97, 384, 385, 554.
Candidature for Federal Parliament, 558.
Case of King v. Cheyne, 275.
Close of the Session, 558.
Commonwealth Elections - Free Railway
Passes to Candidates, 553.
Commonwealth Inaugural CelebrationsOfficial Visitors passing through Melbourne,
87; Attendance of Naval Brigade, 115; Free
Passes to Municipal Councillors, 167; Construction of Victorian Arch, 280; Free
Passes to Returned Officers, 550.
Customs Department-Lockers, 280.
Customs Officers Bill, 89, 100.
Defence Department under the Commonwealth, 552.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 87.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Excise Reduction Bill, 280, 413.
First South African Contingent, 169_
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 381,
481, 490.
Governor's Salary Reduction Bill, 100, 183,
185, 186.
Handling of Grain in Bulk, 554.
Hea,lth Act Amendment Bill, 97.
Income Tax, 101.
Income Tax Bill, 102.
Inscribed Stock .Judgments Bill, 88, 100.
Insolvency Law Further Amendment Bill
. 381.
Korong Vale Receipt and Pay Office, 167.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 166.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 115.
Law Department-Consideration of Railway
Cases, 276.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 26.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Borrowing Powers Increase Bill, 89, 480.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 87, 88, 102, 155, 157,
159, 161, 162, 163, 165.
Old-age Pensions (Registration of Claims) Bill,
88, 105, 182, 183, 457,558.
Pacific Cable Authorization Bill, 419.
Parliament Buildings Committee, 97, 98.
Parliament House-Demolition of vVooden
.Building, 9S.
Parliamentary Elections Bill, 480.
Postage Rate Alteration Rill, 112.
Public Service-Fortnightly Payments, 554.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 89, 302,
309, 327, 329, 331, 333, 334, 335, 336, 337,
338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345, 346,
.
347, 350.
Railway Extension, 398.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 553.
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Sir GEORGE (continued)Railway Loan Act Amendment Bill, 281,413.
Railways Standing Committee, 211.
Re-appointment of Commissioner of Railways,
376.
Return of Australian Troops-Use of Parliament House Steps, 85, 86.
Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill, 281,
414.
Savings Banks Business Bill, 115, 412.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 409.
Senators Elections Bill, 169, 417.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
Sitting, 96.
Stamps Bill, 169, 412, 413.
Standing Committees, 98.
Trading Coupons, 374.
Tramways Act (~t. Kilda) Extension Bill,
555.
Visit of the Duke' and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 453.
Visitor-The Hon. F. W. Holder, 550.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 88, 115, 139, 140, 141.
Yarra Wharfs Railways, 278.

TURNER,

Unused Roads Licensing Bill-Brought in by
Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 95; discharged from the paper, 574.
Mr. R. T. (Ballarat West)
Adjournment of House until 22nd January,
599.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill (No.2),
587.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 54.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 160.
Private Members' Business, 385.
Railway Extension, 391.
Re-appointment of the Commissioner of Railways, 376.
Senators Elections Bill, 417.
Stamps Bill, 412.
Visit of the Duke and Duchess of YorkPlace of Landing, 453.

VALE,

Victorian Contingents in South Africa- Question by Mr. Salmon re notice of motion as
to correspondence in reference to despatch
of first contingent, 169. (See P'ttblic Service.)
Victorian Naval Contingent in China-Statements by Mr. Smith re treatment of
contingent, 81; by Mr. Gillott, 81; by
Mr. Shiels, 81; by Mr. Duffy, 82.
Visitor accommodated with chair on the floor of
the House-The Hon. F. W. Holder, Premier of South Australia, 550.
Voting by Post Act Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Peacock, and read first time,
89 ; second reading moved by Mr. Peacock,
101 ; Bill read second time, and passed
through remaining stages, 101; returned
from Legislative Council with amendments, 400; amendments disagreed with,
457.

vV ARDE, Mr. E. C. (Essendon and Flemington)
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 481.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 130.

Water Supply Department-Question by Mr.
Taverner re water supply to the manee
district, 379.
Ways and Means-Preliminary resolution
adopted, 80.
Mr. EDGAR (Oollingwood)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 155, 156, 157, 161.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 328, 339.

'VILKINS,

Mr. E. D. (Castlemaine)
Old-age Pensions Bill, 151.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 317.

WILLIAMS,

Mr. H. R. (Eaglehawk)
Excise Reduction Bill, 413.
Governor-General's Establishment Bill, 490.
Land Acts Further Amendment Bill, 234.
Public Service Reclassification Bill, 336.
Scripture Lessons Referendum Bill, 209.

WILLIAM,S,

Wills Act Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bailes, and read first time, 95; second
reading moved'by Mr. Bailes, 573; debated,
573; debate adjourned, 573.
Wine Industry -Question by Mr. Bowser re
intention of Government regarding recommendations of Cool Storage and Wine Commission, 113.
Women's Suffrage-Motion by Sir John MeInt:.re for inclusion in census papers of
certain questions re women's suffrage, 89;
debated, 92; negatived, 94.
Women's Suffrage Bill-Brought in by Sir
George Turner, and read first time, 88;
second reading moved by Sir George Turner,
115; debated by Mr. Staughton, 116; Mr.
Nichols, 119; Mr. Gillies, 119; Mr. I. A.
Isaacs, 121; Sir John McIntyre, 122; Mr.
Duffy, 123; Mr. Lazarus, 124; Mr. Bent,
125; Mr. Mackinnon, 127; Mr. Bowser,
128; Mr. Robinson, 129 ; Mr. Warde, 130 ;
Lieut.-Colonel Reay, 133; :Mr. Brown,
134; Dr. Maloney, 135; Mr. Ewen Cameron (Pm'tland), 136; Mr. Craven, 138; Bill
read second time, 139; considered in committee, 139; third reading, 141; amendment after third reading, 141 ; Bill ordered
to be transmitted to the Legislative Council,
141; question by Mr. Prendergast re action
of Government in view of rejection of Bill
by Legislative Council, 583; subject discussed on motion for adjournment of House
until 22nd January, 597.
W oolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson
Railway. (See Railway Construction.)
Woomelang to Mildura Railway. (See Railway
Oonstruction. )
Yarra Wharfs Railways. (See Railway Construction. )
Yarrowee Channel Works Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Trenwith, and read first time, 89;
second reading moved by Mr. Trenwith,
411 ; debated, 411 ; Bill read second time,
and considered in committee, 411; third
reading, 412.
York, Duke and Duchess of-Subject of place
of landing of Duke and Duchess of York,
on occasion of visit to Melbourne, discussed
on motion for adjournment of House, 450-6.

IWET. S. BRAIN, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, MELBOURNE.

