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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
l1uesday, ...Vovember 28, 1899.
IWle Butts at Bendigo-Income Tax Act-Despatch of
Business-The Title of "Honorable "-Water Act
Amendment Bill-Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4)
-Water Supply Advances Itelief Bill.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentytwo minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
RIFLE BUTTS AT BENDIGO.
The Hon. J. STEHNBERG called the
attention of the Minister of Defence to
the lengthened period the rifle butts at
Bendigo had been closed; and asked when
they would be again opened and available
for the use of the 5th battalion? He
remarked that the Defence department
required looking into from various points
of view.
(Mr. FitzGerald-" From the
general point of view.") For the last
eighteen months a battalion of 300
men had been equipped by the Government at Bendigo, but they had been
d-eprived of t he use of the rifle
butts, and had thus missed the principal
portion of their drill-musketry practice.
The old rifle butts were closed some
eighteen months ago, on the ground that
the Government were going to supply the
battalion with the Hew rifle, the MartiniEnfield, with the use of which the old rifle
butts would be unsafe. The new rifle had
Hot yet been supplied however, nor had
the new rifle butts been opened. In consequence of missing musketry practice
only seven out" of 56 who presented themselves for service in Sou.th Africa were
selected. A much larger percentage would
have been qualified marksmen had they
not been deprived of the opportunity of
shooting practice. The time had ani veC\
when a commission ought to be appointed
to inquire into the whole question of the
administration of the Defence department.
No doubt the Minister of Defence would
say that there was no money on the Estimates for the purpose of the new rifle butts
at Bendigo. (Sir Frederick Sargood"Oh yes, there is.") Seeing that the Government had esta blished the 5th battalion
at Bendigo, the 'l'reasurer might have advanced the money for the purpose, and
asked Parliament to vote it afterwards.
He begged to thank Sir Frederick Sargood
for the action he took in cOllnexion with
t.he matter in gett.ing a mining objection
to the new shooting grou~d removed.
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The Hon. VV. McCULLOCH.--The present butts at Bendigo were found to be unsafe, and it was therefore decided to provide new rifle butts. The contract for the
new butts is out, and the work will be
finished in about three months. The
money for that pm'pose was provided in
the Loau Bill, and the Treasurer \"ould
not agree to any expenditure in advance
of the passing of that measure. As to the
new rifle, it will be supplied all round in
about three months.
INCOME TAX ACT.
The Hon. G. GODFREY called the attention of the House to continued anomalies
in the ad ministration of the Income Tax Act,
and asked the Solicitor-General whether
it was the intention of the Government to
bring in the promised Bill to deal with
such anomalies this session ~ He remarked
that he called attent.ion to certain of these·
anomalies on a previous occasion, when it.
was understood that a Bill dealing with
these anomalies and other matters would,
be brought in during the present session.
(Sir Henry Cuthbert - ""\Vhat is the··
nature of those anomalies? '')" He pointed
them out at the time specifically, and they
would be fonnd 011 record in Hansa?·d of
last session. He mentioned hard cases of
Victorians who were tri1ve1ling part of tho
year in India and elsewhere who ha.d been
dealt with as absentees, although they
were not absentees in the true sense of
the word. He also pointed out anomalies
affecting persons who had in vested in
leaseholds. A large sum of money had
been spent in litigation on certain points
of the Income Tax Act, and the result
had been a great loss to the Government~
Those very points were the points to which.
he had previously alluded in this Chamber;
and most honorable members were agreed
that the commissioner's reading of
the Act on those points was unfair.
It was not so much against the Act itself, .
which on the whole was a fair and proper
Act, that he desired to speak, but with
regard to its administration and the inflicting of so much unFlecessary unpleasantness on taxpayers. A large number
of summonses were issued against persons.
for not sending in returns, but the courts,
decided against the com,missioner in those.:
cases.
Sir HENRY CUTHBER.rr.~The honorable memb~r's complaint, I und,erstand, is
not against the Income Tax Act, but against
its administ.ration.
The commissioner
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was under the impression that under
the .regulations he had the right to
ask any person for a return showing
whether that person was in receipt of
£200 a year or not. 'rhat system ,'ms
acted on for some two or three years.
Several caE':es were brought before different courts from time to time, and fines,
generally about £2 in each case, were
inflicted. Applications were made to me
to remit the fines, but I could not see my
way, as I then understood the law, to
remit those fines. However, I reduced
them in all cases.
If Mr. Godfrey will
send me within the next day or two a
written statement of any anomalies to be
found in the existing Act, not in its
administration, I will take care to have
them submitted to the Cabinet, and if
there is any well-founded reason for legislating in the direction he wishes, I am
quite sure that the Cabinet will take
steps accordingly.
The Hon. G. GODFREY.--The SolicitorGeneral promised that a Bill should be
introduced to deal with anomalies and
other matters.
DESPATCH OF BUSINESS.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
. desired before the orders of the day were
called on to direct the attention of the
Solicitor-General to the fact that the
session was drawing to an end, and it
was therefore very desirable that honorable members should be infOl'med what
Bills were likely to be dealt with. There
were 49 Bills on the notice-paper of the
Assembly, including eight. measures
passed by this Chamber and not yet dealt
with at all in another place. Only a very
short period of the session remained, and
it was no use honorable members troubling
to study Bills which were not likely to be
If the
submitted to this Chamber.
Solicitor-General would indicate what Bills
he anticipated the Council would he asked
to deal with, it. would facilitate their
passage through this House.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that it was only fair that the Council
should have some information as to the
Bills which the Government intended to
proceed with, but the Government had
not yet determined that question. As soon
as they did so, however, he would take
eare to at once intilllate to this Chamber
the husiness it was intended to proceed
with.

WateT Act Amendment Bill.

PETITIONS.
A petition was presented by Sir AR'I.'HUR
SNOWDEN, from wholesale and retail
traders, in favour of the Trading Coupons
Abolition Bill, and petitions from Melbourne, Ballarat, Geelong, and other parts
of Victoria, signed by 13,700 persons,
were also presented by Sir A~THUR SNOWDEN against the same BilL
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT presented a
message from the Governor, intimating
that, at Government Offices, on the 27th
inst., His Excellency gave his assent to
the Pilots' Advance Repayment Act 1898
Amendment Bill, the Railway and Public
Works Loan Application Act 1898 Further
Amendment Bill, the Surplus Revenue
Bil1, and the Victorian Government Three
Per Cent. Stock Bill.
THE TrrLE OF "HONORABLE."
Sir HENRY CU'l'HBER'r. - I am
pleased to be in !L position to assure the
House that the difficulty to which I referred last Tuesday evening, when replying to the question put to me by Mr.
Balfour, as to the retention of the title of
Honorable by Mr. James Buchanan, a
mem ber who has served for 23 years in
this House, will not be allowed to stand
in the way of acceding to the wish of
the Council. That wish was shared in by
my colleagues in this Chamber. As the
Government are of opinion tha~ Mr.
Buchanan, during his long parliamentary
career, faithfully performed his duties as
a membeT of this Chamber, they have
determined to submit his name to the
Governor, with their recommendation that
he is eligible to receive Her Majesty's
permission to retain the title of Honorable.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-I am
sure that I voice the feeling of the Legislative Council when I say that we receive
that intimation with great satisfaction.
We are delighted to find not only that
our old fellow member will receive this
well-merited compliment, but that members of the Ministry in this Chamber have
maintained the' privileges of this House.
WATER ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
On the motio.u of Sir HENRY CUTHBERT, this. Bill was recommitted for the
further consideraticom. of certafn clauses.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT drew attention to clause 6, relating to the election
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clause a power was gi ven to the Minister
under special circumstances to l'eport to
the Treasurer, and to obtain a suspension
From such certified copy the commissioners
of the payment of that interest. Had the
of the waterworks trust shall cause a list of
voters to be made out, before the last day of
Council a right to say that the suspension
February in each year, which shall, upon apshould not be for a period of one year, but
proval of the commissioners, under the common
only for a period of six months ~ (Sir
seal of the trust, be the list of ,foter~ for the
Frederick Sargood-,-." I should say yes.")
twelve months next ensuing.
In his opinion the amendment would give
He begged to moverise to a question which it would be much
That, after the word" copy" (line 1), the folbetter not to raise at the present time.
lowing words be inserted :-" Or in the case of
He did not say that the Council had not
a trust which has caused a \Taluation to be made
the power, to make such an amendment.
pursuant to Division 5 of this part from such
valuation. "
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the
opinion that the amendment would not in
The amendment was agreed to.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD called any way contravene the section of the
attention to clause 36, giving power to the Constitution Act which the SolicitorMinister to recommend the suspension of General had in his mind. That section
payments to the redemption fund and the related to "all Bills for appropriating any
payment of interest.
He begged to part of the revenue of Victori'a, and for
imposing any duty, rate, tax, rent, return,
moveor impost." It seemed to him that the
That sub-section ~1) be struck out, and the
present amendment did not appl'opriate
following substituted :-" If it be proved to the
any part of the revenue, nor did it impose
satisfaction of the Minister that, from any unforeseen cause, it would be inequitable to require
any duty, rate, tax, &c. (Sir Henry
any waterworks trust to make the payments
Cuthbert-" It reduces.") It did not
due in any year to the redemption fund, and
even reduce.
It merely gave a right to
also to pay the interest due in any year on the
suspend for a time the payment of certain
whole amount of its indebtedness, the Minister
may recommend the Treasurer to suspend,. for
moneys.
any period not exceeding one year, in whole or
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
in part, the said payments to such redemption
that he had thought it his duty to call the
fund and payment of such interest."
attention of honorable members to the
He said that the clause was previously
point.
postponed with the view of allowing the
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES said he
Solicitor-General to alter the wording of
it, so as to make it quite clear that the would remil~d the Solicitor-General that
postponement or suspension was to be for when this clause was under discussion on
()l1e year and no more, and that no further the last day of meeting he (Sir Henry
postponement or suspension should be al- Cuthbert) said-If the honorable member would allow the
lowed until the amount previously susclause to pass in its present form he would
pended had been paid. In order to carry promise to consult with him with regatd to the
out that object, he (Sir Frederick Sargood) form which the amendment should take, and
had prepared two amendments, of which would afterwards recommit the chtuse.
this was the first. In his opinion, the new The clause had now been recommitted for
sub-section, as now proposed" would merely that purpose, and the amendment subcarry out the intention of the clause as mitted by Sir Frederick Sargood carried
original1y printed.
out what had been in the minds of honorSir HENRY CUTHBERT said he would able members on the last day of meeting.
ask the honorable member if he had con- The intention then was to prevent the
sidered the q Ilestion: whether the Council Minister from having power not only to
was justified in amending this dause at suspetld these payments for one year, but,
all ~ If the amendment noW proposed at the end of one year to -suspend them
wete agreed to, he was afraid it would for' another yeat, and so on year by year
give rise to the contention in another fot an indefinite time. The object of the
place that this' was a clanse t'elating to amendment was to prevent any such susthe revenue which the Oouncil could pension: for more than one year, so that
not alter. Provision had been made in trusts ooald never be -in arrears for more
the previous part of the Bill that interest than one year at a time. If they paid up
was to' be paid at a certain time- and at a their arrears tl1ey could get the suspension
certain rate, and now in this particular renewed yea:t' by year, but not otherwise.

of commissioners, and providing, inter
alia, that-
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Two ways had been suggested of acbieving doubt deserved attention, but he(Sir Henry
that object. One was the method now pro- vVrixon) did not think it could be said that
posed by Sir Frederick Sargood. The ot.her this was a clause which the Council could
method was to say that any suspension not amend. That could not be argued
must come before both Houses of Parlia- from the words of the Const.itution Act.
ment, and should not take effect unless If, for example, a Bill was sent np to the
both Houses agreed to it. It seemed to Council dealing with a question of rat.es,
him that the course proposed by Sir Frede- and providing that the Minister should be
rick Sargood was the better one.
able to postpone certain payments to a reSir HENH,Y CUTHBEH,T stated that demption fund, he did not think that snch
he had not risen for the purpose of a measure could be considered to be one
All he had coming within the section of the Const.ituopposing the amendment.
done was to call t.he attention of the tion Act to which reference had been made.
committee to the fact that the 'validity of If that were so, then the present clanse
the amendment might be called into was not such a clause either, and he did
question in another place.
not think that the Solicitor-General would
The Hon. J. M. PRATT said he took the contend that it was. If it were not, then
clause to mean that the Minister would there could be no object in refnsing to
have power to suspend these payments for amend the clause on that account, while
The clause on the other hand, by so refusing, they
one, two, or three years.
limited the suspension in the first place would recognise that they had no power
to one year, but the suspension could be to deal with such a question' on any occarenewed indefinitely. It seemed to him sion. The Solicit.or-General, he was sure,
that this was a very necessary power. was not desirous of placing the Council in
The colony had already experienced three that position.
Tho amendment itself
or four years of drought, and it was im- appeared to be desirable, because if som~
possible for the trusts to keep up their such provision were not put in, the Minispayments when such conditions existed. ter oouli practically postpone the payIt was no use to make ail arbitrary ments altogether.
demand on the people in these trust
rrhe amendment was agreed to.
districts when they had nothing to pay it
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD movedwith. This clause would give a discretion
That the following be added to sub·section
to the Minister which wonld only be used (2) of clause 36 :-" Provided that the Governor
to meet unforeseen circumstances, and he in Council shall not make any such Order in
(Mr. Pratt) saw no reason why it should Council while and so long as the amount suspended under any previous Order in Council
be amended in the manner now proposed. remains
unpaid."
The Hon. J. BELL stated that a case
The
amendment
was agreed to,
had occurred within the last few weeks
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT drew attenwhich showed the necessity of some such
provision as was contained in this clause. tion to clause 58, providing, inteT alia,
A ehimney stack had been blown down in as follows :(1) All rates due at the commencement of
the engine-house of one of the trusts, and
Act, or thereafter becoming due br payable
had caused considerable damage to the this
under the 'Vater Acts in respect of any probuilding and machinery. It would take perty to any waterworks trust, shall, with
a considerable time for the necessary re- interest on such rates at the rate of £6 per
pairs to be made. Surely this would be a centum per annum from the time of the comof this Act, or from the time when
proper case for the Minister to grant some . mencement
the same became payable, whichever may have
suspension of the payment of interest, say last happened, be paid by the owner or occupier
for twelve months. (Sir Frederick Sar- for the time being of such property, and until
good-" That is what my amendInent will paid shall be and remain a charge upon such
do.") That was what the clause pro- property.
He said he had looked into this clause,
vided.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked and could not find that there was any
that it was no doubt intended to limit the provision. in the principal Act making
suspension to a year, but the clause as it rates a charge upon lands. Under the
stood went further than that, and would Local Government Act, municipal rates
allow the suspension to be 'prolonged in- were made a charge on the land, and
in the measure introduced this session
definitely.
Sir HENRY WRIXON observed that the by Mr. Davies, it was provided that this
point mentioned by the Solicitor-General no charge should extend over a period of
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six years. The Minister of Water Supply
was of opinion that a similar provision
should be made in this Bill in regard to
rates due to waterworks trusts, but in
this case the charge was limited to three
years. The Minister was of opinion that
the clause as it now stood should not be
altered, and he (Sir Henry Cuthbert) was,
therefore, not prepared to move any amendment. It was true that when the clause
was previously before the 'committee he
said it seemed but fair that, if the rate::, .
were not a charge on the land under the
principal Act, they should be made so in
regard to all rates made after the commencement of this Act. A little further
light, however, had now been thrown upon
the subject by his conference with the
Minist.er of vVater Supply.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the
opinion that the earlier impression of the
Solicitor-General was the correct one. The
expression of that opinion emanated ·from
the honorable gentleman's unbiased judgment, whereas his present conclusion was
merely political, and the result of a conference with his colleague. It was quite
true that in the Local Government Act
the rates due after the commencement of
the Act were made a charge upon the property. That measure had been introduced
into the Council by Sir Frederick Sar~ood,
and he (Mr. Davies) supposed that he was
himself partly responsible for it, inasmuch
as he was a member of the Ministry at the
time. He had to confess, however, that
he had not been aware at that time
that such an important charge was made
upon property.
If he had been so
aware, he would have opposed it.
'1'hen it was said that, in the measure that
was passed in this House a few weeks ago,
the principle of making rates a charge
upon the property was recognised. On
that occasion the period was altered from
three years to six years. It must be remembered, however, that that measure
dealt with the then existing law, and it
would never have done to make something not a charge which had been a
charge for some eight or ten years. They
were now dealing with another measure,
and the clause now before them provided
that all rates due at the commencement of
the Act should be a charge upon the property. 'rhe objection to that was that
there might be a purchaser of land who
had bought it knowing that there were
no rates charged upon it. The purchaser
.might have paid the rates falling due
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since the date of the purchase, but
now this clause would provide that, if
any arrears of rates were due, they
would become a charge upon the property. Then .take the case of mortgagees.
rrhere might 'be mortgagees who had
lent money on the security of the
land. At the time they lent the money
these rates were not a charge. This
clause would .then come in and say th~1.t the
rates should be a charge. That would
have the result of lessening the security
of the' person who had lent the money
at a time when he could not put himself
back in the· position which he occupied
before this amendment wa~ made. It
might be reasonable to a certain extent to
say that all rates becoming clne after the
passing of this Act should be a charge on
the property, because thell the mortgagee
could see that the rates were paid as they
became due, but it could not be right to
impose a burden upon the land which
affected a third person, and especially
when the burden was imposed for a past
liability. vVhy should a person lending money upon lanul have his security
lessened by the putting of a first mortgagee
before him, when that mortga.gee did not
exist at the time the other lent the money ~
Suppose he (Mr. Davies) purchased a
pieco of land and he found' that charges
existed upon it which he did not expect
at the time he made the purchase. Of
course, if he knew that there were charges
on the land, he would insist upon them
being paid before he purchased. Any
person buying land took care to see that
the rates were paid before parting \vith
his purchase money.
But if this Bill
passed in its present shape, although the
purchaser might be careful, he might find
there were some. unpaid rates for which
the land was liable, and which were a
charge on the land. So that, although
the purchaser might do what he could to
see that the land was clear, he might have
burdens placed 011 his shoulders unexpectedly. (Mr. Fraser-" It will be worse
for trustees.") . Yes; the mortgagees
might be trustees. He begged to moveThat the words "due at the commencement
of this Act or thereafter" be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir HENRY CU'rHBERT movedThat the words" from the time of the commencement of this Act, or from the time" (line
7) be omit.ted.

The amendment was agreed to .
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what rates were due.
This new subsection proposed machinery by which
these secretaries could be brought to
their bearings, so that any person proposThe amendment was agreed to.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that the ing to deal in property could get the
new sub-section which Sir Arthur Snowden information within seven days, or, if he
intended to move be added to clause 126, got it by registered letter, nine days.
would also have to be added to this clause. It was reasonable that a fee of 2s.
should be charged by the secretaries for
Sir ARTHUR SNOvVDEN movedthis information. In the latter portion of
That the following new sub-section be added:
the sub-section it was provided that if
-In any case where under the \-Vater Acts any
property is chargeable with rates to any trust
the secretary did not furnish the informat.he secretary of any such trust shall, upon the
tion within seven days the party was
application of any person, in writing, addressed
deemed
to be free from the charge; but
to such secretary, stating in such application the
that would not prevent the trust, if it
particulars of the property in respect of which
thought proper, from suing the previous
information is required as to the rates due or
payahle thereon, and, upon payment of a fee of
owner of the property for the rates. If a
2s., forthwith sign and give to such applicant or
shire or a water trust was so negligent as
send by registered letter to the person so
not to furnish the information it should
applying (whose name and address shall be
bear the loss.
stated in such n.pplication), a certificate in
writing, signed by such secretary, in which
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that a
certificate it shall be stated what (if any) rates
part
of this amendment was very good,
are due or payable to such trust in respect of
and he would recommend its acceptance
such property, with the particulars of such
to the committee. But he thought that
rates, and when the same became due or payable, or that no such rates are then due 01' paythe fee of 28. was too high. It might be
able, as the case may be, and the production of
cut down to Is., \V hich would be ample.
such certificate so signed shall, for all purposes
(Sir Arthur Snowden-" I have no objecwhatsoever, be deemed condusive proof that at
tion to that.") As to the latter portion of
the date thereof no rates were due or payable
to such trust other than those stated in such
the sub· section it made the duty mandatory
certificate in respect of such property. If any
on the secretary to supply this informasuch secretary shall fail for seven days to give
tion. It implied that the secretary would
to such applica~lt, or send by registered letter,
always be at his post. But he might be
such certificate as aforesaid to the person so
applying for the information as aforesaid, then
laid up in bed with illness, and if he
such property shall be deemed to be free from
should not send the reply within seven
the charge of such rates as may be then owing
days the charge would cease to exist.
or payable thereon, and such rates shall not be
That was too harsh against the shire or
recoverable from any person who may become
the owner or mortgagee of such property after
trust. Therefore, he thought the latter
the expiration of such seven days. 1£ any such
portion of the sub-section might be
application as aforesaid be by registered letter,
omitted.
addressed to any such secretary, such letter
Sir ARTHUR SNOWDEN remarked
shall be deemed to be served on such secretary
two days after the date of the sending or postthat the sub-section would not take away
ing of such registered letter.
from a trust its remedy against the preHe said that he trusted the House would vious owner. His experience 'Was that
agree with him that charges on land in some secretaries did not send information
respect of rates owing to water trusts at all unless the request was repeated,
included not only the rates for carrying and then the reply was usually unsatiswater, but also included the redemption factory, so that purchasers and their
payments which were paid by the trust solicitors had to run the risk. Secretaries
for borro\ved money. In many cases these should be brought to their bearings. The
payments might mean a considerable' sub-section provided a reasonable time. He
amount. They became a mortgage on could not see why the information should
property. But no register was kept of not be supplied by return of post, but as it
these charges. They were not required penalized the trusts and shires it was only
to be registered in the Registrar-General's reasonable that time should be allowed.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the
office, and there was no means of a person buying property knowing what rates opinion that the committee might accept
were due on the ·property. Secretaries of the suggestion of the Solicitor-General.
shires and water trusts, according to his It must be remembered that at the present
experience, were by no means prompt time there was no duty thrown upon
or precise in the returns they made as to secretaries to reply to these letters, and

That the words "whichever may have last
happened" be omitted.

Water Act

[28 Nov., 1899.J

consequently there might be a diffi.culty
in getting answers.
The sub-section
threw the duty upon them, and it was not
to be presumed that they would not conform to the dut.y. The difficulty in the
past had been tbat when a letter was 1'eceived from a secretary, stating what arrears
of rates were due, the council was not
bound by that letter. Under this provision, if a letter was sent by the secretary
the trust would be bound by it. That
was all that could reasonably be expected.
He personally had never found any difficulty in getting information as to what
arrears were o\ving, and did not anticipate
difficultv under this sub-section.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat the sub-section be amended by the
omission of the word "any" (llile 3).

The amendment, was agreed to.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat "2s." (line 9) be omitted, and "Is."
substituted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat the words "by post" be inserted after
the words "registered letter" (line 10).

The amendment was agreed to.
Sir HENRY CUrrHBERT movedThat all the words from the words "If any
such secretary" (line 24) to the end of the subsection be omitted.

The amendment \vas agreed to.
1'he sub-section,as amended, was
adopted.
Sir HENRY vVRIXON drew attention
to clause 79, su b-sect,ion (I) of which was
as follows : (1) The Governor in Council may by order
declctl'e that the district of any trust, whether
created, before or after the commencement of
this Act, shall, for the purpose of the election
of commissioners of such trust, be divided into
ridings; and may by order fix the boundaries
of such ridings, or from time to time alter such
ridings and boundaries, and may at any time
vary or r,epeal any such order.

He movedThat, before the word "order" (line 1), the
words "upon such application" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. E. MILLER said that he
thought the words" at any time" (line 8)
ought to be omitted.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
Mr. Miller appeared to fear that the
Governor in Conncil might vary the
boundaries without application being
m~de.
But he must be .set in motion by
some person, and would before altering
the boundaries ask what the ~,rust had to
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say. (Mr. Miller-" But 'may at any
time' gives the Governor in Council that
power.") It was not likely, unless set in
motion by the trust, that the Governor in
Council would make any such order.
There was similar power under the Local
Government Act, but it was never exercised except on 'the application of a
municipality.
The Hon. E. MILLER observed that he
thought the words made the clause contradictory. At the beginning it said" the Governor in Council may upon the
application of the trust," and it said"may at any time."
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat the words" upon such application" be
inserted after the WQ.l;d " may" (line S).

The Hon. G. GODFREY remarked that
the alteration was unnecessary. He could
not understand why the Solicitor-General
agreed to a suggestion of the kind. It
was said that the amendment would do
no harm, but in his opinion it was quite
unnecessary.
The amendment was agreed to.
Clause
126
was
consequentially
amended.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE called attention to clause 140, which was as follows :-(1) Upon receipt of a petition signed by the
majority of the owners of land within the district of an irrigation and water supply trust,
the Governor in Council may, if he thinks fit,
by order dissolve and abolish such trust, and
by the same or any othp.l' order may provide for
the disposing of all the existing works and property of such trnst.
.
(2) No such order shall he made unless and
until provision shall be made to the satisfaction
of the Governor in Council for the complete
liquidation and satisfaction in full of all the
liabilities of such trust at the time of the making such order or \vithin a time to be named in
such order.

He said that it had been represented to
him that in the interests of one trust in
particular it was desirable that this clause
should be amended. There was a conflict
between the parties interested in the
trust. A settlement of the matters in
dispute appeared to be impossible, and the
suggestion was made that power should
be given to the Governor in Conncil, on a
petition signed by a majority of the owners
of the laud, to divide the trust. 'Vith
that object in view, he begged to moveThat, after the word "trnst" (line 3), the
words " or any part of it " be inserted, and after
the word" order" (line 5), the words "divide
such district and apportion its debts· and constitute two or more trusts or."
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Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
had been informed that, the commissioners
of the one trust referred to were hopelessly at variance, and it was now proposed
that power should be given to the
Governor in Council, on the request of a
majority of the owners of the land, to
divide the trust into 'one or more trusts,
and having so divided it to apportion the
debts of the whole of the trust.
The Hon. G. GODFREY said that the
amendment had no application to the
clause, which simply gave the Governor
in Council power to abolish and dissolve
any trust.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that the amendment would, in his opinion,
be an appropriate addition to the clause.
If one trust was in the position that he had
described, other trusts might hereafter be
confronted with the same difficulty, and
the amendment would afford a simple way
of ending a dispute which would otherwise be interminable.
(Sir Frederick
Sargood-" Is it a large trust 1 ") It was
the Bacchus Marsh 'rrust. (Mr. Sachse"Cannot they form a new trust 1 ") No.
It was represented to him that the Bill
did not go far enough.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
the clause was evidently intended to apply
to the dissolution of a trust. Any trust
could be dissolved 'when it had discharged
its liabilities or had made proper provision
, for discharging them. It would he absurd
to make the amendment proposed in the
clause.
Sir HENRY CU'rHBERT stated that
he could not see the necessity for the
amendment, and it certainly should not
be made in this clause. He could not,
therefore, accept it.
The amendment was ne~atived.
The Hon. J. nL DAVIES asked if he
would be in order in calling attention to
clause 46.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member may call attention to thfl clause,
but the committee cannot deal with it at
this stage.
The 'Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that
clause 46 provided that any overdraft
should be liquidated before the conclusion
of the financial year. It had been pointed
out thatthis provision had been copied from
the Local Government Act, and that it
had worked no evil; but section 350 of
the Local Government Act provided that,
if a mnnicipality borrowed any money
which the municipality was not legally
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bound to pay, all the councillors who had
consented to the borrowing should be
jointly and severally liable. Then that
section set out that such money should
not be recoverable from the municipality,
but that it might be recovered from the
councillors as money lent to them, and
might be sued for by any ratepayer on
behalf of the municipality. A decision
had been given on this q nestion. The
amount of any overdraft not liquidated by
the end of the financial year was money
that the municipaJity was not legally
bound to repay within the meaning of
this section. rl'he bank that had lent the
money could not re,cover from the municipality, but could recover from the councillors. It was provided in this Bill that
the money should be repayable before the
end of the financial year, but the liability
was not thrown on the trust, and the
question arose whether a bank would be
debarred from recovering the money from
the trust or from the members of the
trust. It mi~ht be that the lending institution would be shut out altogether.
He called attention to this matter the
other night, but the Solicitor-General
thought then that., even if the money was
not paid during the financial year, the
trust would still be liable for it. It did
not appear to him that the trust would
still be liable. If that were so there was
no meaning in the words that the overdraft shall be liquidated before the end
of the financial year. 'rhe other evening
the committee were against him, but, as
he noticed the difference between the
two measures, he thought it right to again
Having
call attention to the matter.
clone so, he ,,,"ould leave t he matter to the
consideration of the Solicitor-General.
The Hon. P. PHILLIPS observed that
there was apparently no provision in the
Bill to give mallee lessees any voice ill the
election of their representatives, although
they were liable to be mted. He trusted
that the Solicitor-General would consider
that matter also.
'rhe Bill was reported to the House
with further amendments, and the report
was ordered to be taken into consideration
forthwith.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT movedThat the report of the committee on the Bill
be now adopted.

Sir FREDERICK SAH,GOOD said it
',"ould be necessary to recommit the Bill
in order to make in clause 130 the same
alteration as had been made in clause 36,

Water Act

[28 Nov., 1899.J

and also to make new clause A agree with
clause 79. Mr. Phillips desired that clause
80 should be included in the clauses on
which the Bill was recommitted.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said that
he would ask for the recommittal of the
Bill in reference to clause 149.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
while he was willing to withdraw his proposal for the adoption of the report, and
agree to the reco)Umittal of the Bill on
clauses 80, 130, and new clause A, he
intended to oppose Mr. Harwood's applica.
tion in reference to clause 149. The
question the honorable member was going
to raise on that clause had been fully
discussed and determined in another
place.
The Hon. T. C. HAR'VOOD remarked
that he would briefly explain to the House
why he desired the Bill to be recommitted
for the reconsideration of clause 149.
Owing to a touch of the prevailing
epidemic he was indisposed and could not
attend the House when this Bill was
dealt with in committee last week.
The town council of Geelong regarded
clause 149 as a very cruel provision to impose on them. The object of that clause
was to increase the rating by doubling the
rninimum. Up to the present the minimum rate on all properties assessed at £10
or under had been lOs. Now the Government proposed to raise it to £1. By that
means they would double the rating on
all the small tenements. In very few·
towns of the colony was the· minimum
higher than lOs. Melbourne enjoyed that
minimum. rro increase it to £1 in
Geelong would be very inj uriolls to the
interests of the mill operatives aud others
who owned or occupied those small tenements and had to work for their living.
It was an exceedingly exorbitant proposal.
rrhe rate had hitherto been Is. in the £1,
but under clause 149 it was intellded to
make it Is. 6d., thus raising it from 5 per
cent. to 71, per cent. on the valuation.
'Vhen this -Bill was introduced in the Assemblyit contained no provision of the kind.
It was only inserted a short time ago, and
the town council of Geelong believed that
its design was to punish them for their
persistency in complaining to the Government with regard to the very inadequate
water supply of Geelong for years and
years past. The Geelong Town Council
had circulated amongst honorable members a financial statement showing that
there was no necessity to increase the
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rate. The Geelong water supply from its
very inception had been one continued
disaster as far as Geelollg was concerned.
The Act of Parliament which provided
the Yan Yean for Melbourne also provided
a water supply for Geelong. It appropriated a sum of £700,000, £500,000
of which was to be for Melbourne
and £200,000 for Geelong.
The
whole £700,000 was spent on Melbourne, and Geelong was left lamenting.
Some years elapsed before the Government
of the day undertook to provide a water
supply for Geelong. The then Government
did so on their own responsibility, and the
work was carried out in a very bungling
and extravagant manner. One incident
in connexion with it was a great deal of
talk at the time. One of the contractors,
in order to hide defects in the water pipes,
filled crevices up with horse and cattle
dung, and smeared them over with a
tar brush. (An Honorable Member"That was done in connexion with the
Coliban scheme.") 'rhe same thing happened at Stony Creek, and he believed
the same man was concerned in it. rrhat
man was very well known in the colony,
but he had gone to his account, and therefore he would say no more about him.
(Sir Frederick Sargood-" He absolutely
denied the truth of the allegation.") But
a great many persons were able to give
evidence that they saw him do it. Many
persons were ready to deny the trn th of
things when they were found out. However, he merely mentioned that matter to
show the position Geelong had been in
from the inception of the waterworks.
There had never been a proper supply,
such as would have satisfied any otheL'
part of the colony. The Geelong people
had been long-suffering, patient, and end nrillg; but matters culminated last year,
when the watel'sllpplythreatened to fail entirely, and would have failed onlyat the last
moment Providence sent rain. Otherwise
the people of Geelong would have had to bo
half-poisoned or w'holly poisoned by water
from theBarwon, contaminated with sewage
and refuse from the factories and tanneries.
Mr. Stuart Murray, the Chief Engineer of
"Vater Supply, certified that the water of
the Barwon was good, and drank half a
tumbler to show that he had the courage
of his opinion, but was immediately taken
ill, and had to go home to bed. The
Geelong people did not want to be subjected to any snch experimellt as that.
Last yeal', the municipal council arranged
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with the Government to form a water
trust, and take over the works ata valuation. The Geelong people had always had
it thrown in their teeth that their waterworks cost £360,000. Well, Geelong had
never had an atom to do with those works.
Geelong was never consulted as to the selection of the site, and, although the Government were warned and cautioned that
the catchment area of the site was not
sufficient, they insisted on carrying out
the works. A portion of the banks gave
way, and several feet of the waUs of the
embankment had to be knocked do\vn, so
that the reservoir would not contain anything like the quantity of water it was
intended to hold. As to the price at
which the works were to be taken over,
it was felt that the Government would ask
what Geelong considered exorbitant, and
that Geelong might offer what the Government would probably regard as ridiculous,
so it was arranged that the works should be
valued by the Geelong town surveyor and
Mr. Stuart Murray, Chief Engineer of
vVater Supply, the Premier stating
that whatever conclusion Mr. Stuart
Murray came to the Goyernment
would be bound by.
rrhose two gentlemen valued the Geelong waterworks
at £109,000, and Geelong was ready
to take 'over the works at that price.
In order to giye a 'better water supply and
prevent a recurrence of the calamity that
was so imminent last year, the Government decided that a new channel was to
be cut, and that £70,000 was to be laid
out on the works.
Of that amount
£30,000 had been ayailable for improving
the Geelong water supply for years, and
yet the Government had never used it for
that purpose. That money was intended
to give a supply of water to the higher
parts of Geelong-Newtown and the surrounding district-which, during the summer time, could not be supplied for want
of pressnre. .A. little difference took place
as to how the proposed works were to be
carried out. The Geelong Town Council
thought that as they were going to buy
the waterworks they had a right to have
the new project carried out in their o\vn
way, but the Premier had a lot of unemployed on his hands, and said he would
send them to do the work, and spend the
money in his own way. That dictatorial
conduct the Geelong people did not think
fair, and they remonstrated with the Premier about it. Evidently clause 149 was
introduced into this Bill for the purpose of
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punishing the people of Geelong, and for
no other purpose whatever. The ordinary
rate of 5 per cent. on the valuation, with
a lOs. minimum, would realize quite sufficient to pay 4 per cent. on the £109,000,
the value of the present works, and on
the additional £70,000 that was to be expended. rrherefore, where was the necessity for introducing clause 149, except for
punitive purposes 1 That clause was inserted at the last moment, and. was not
originally intended to be put in the Bill.
The measure was originally introduced
for the purpose of reducing liabilities
throughout the colony generally. Immense allowances were to be made to
various parts of the colony under this
Bill, and Geelong was the only part of
Victoria that had been picked out, in
order to impose an additional burden
upon it.
That was utterly unfair.
Geelong could get no redress in another
place.
The Legislative Council had
always made it its business to come to
the rescue when any injustice was being
done or attempted, ,,,ith a view to save
municipalities or corporate bodiet; from
being improperly dealt with. There was
no necessity whatever for the Government to increase these rates.
The
Geelong Town Council were willing to
take up the whole scheme as a trust. T0
add 50 per cent. to the rating power was
an unjust thing. He anticipated that the
Solicitor-General would take the point
that clause 149 was a matter that the
Council could not interfere with. (Sir
Henry Cuthbert-" Hear, hear.")
He
t.hought that that would be the honorable
gentleman'S contention, but in this
instance the Solicitor-General was not so
correct as he generally was. It was quite
within the power of this Chamber to
deal with clause 149. That clause, he
admitted, did impose a tax, and it was
because that tax was an unfair tax that
he (Mr. Harwood) asked the House to reconsider the matter.
Although the
Legislative Council had no power (according to the section of the Constitution Act that had been read by Mr.
Davies in reference to another matter) to
amend a Bill that provided for revenue,
it had power to reject any such Bill.
That wat; what he intended to ask the
HOllse to do. The part of the measure
in which clause 149 was to be found
was simply a Bill tacked on to another Bill.
The object of this measure was to
relieve certain trusts from payments, and
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the Government had tacked on to it what
was practically another Bill, for a totally
different purpose, namely, to impose a tax,
and he (Mr. Harwood) submitted that it
was quite within the powers of this
Chamber to strike out the whole of the
division of the Bill which related to that
matter. He did not ask the Council to
amend that part of the Bill, because he
would be met by the objection that this
Chamber had no power to do so, but he
contended that the provision relating to
the Geelong water supply virtually formed
a separate measure, which had been tacked
on to a Bill for an entirely different
purpose, in order to get it passed in a
surreptitious kind of way.
. The PRESIDENT-The honorable
member has stated the practice of this
House pretty clearly. There is no doubt
that the Legislative Council cannot alter
clause 149 in any way, but if the honorable member can induce the House to recommit the Bill with a view to the reconsideration of that clause, as 'well as others,
he can then ask the committee to reject
the clause if he desires to do so. That is
the only thing that can be done.
The Hon. J. :M:. DAVIES remarked
that it did not seem to be unreasonable to
accede to the request of Mr. Harwood; remembering that this very long Bill
was passed through committee in one evening, and that Mr. Harwood was unable to
attend on that occasion owing to indisposition. Clause 149 of this Bill amended section487 of the principal Act,which provided
that so far as regarded the town and
suburbs of Geelong the water rate could
not exceed £5 per cent. on the valuation,
and that the charge for the supply of
water should not in any case be less than
a sum of lOs. per annum.
Under
this Bill it was proposed to increase
that £5 per cent. to £7 lOs. per cent.,
and to say that the minimum charge
should not be less than 20s. per annnm.
When the Bill was ill conunittee no ex·
planation of any kind was given why that
increase should be made. In his opinion,
when an increased tax was being imposed
in this way, some re:?uson for it should be
given when the matter was at all disputed.
It was somewhat strange that when nearly
every trust in the colony was getting a
very large reduction in the amonnt of its
indebtedness to the Government, this particular town should be selected for increased taxation. The claim of the honorable member to discuss the matter in
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commi ttee did not seem to be unreasonable.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
would urge the Solicitor-General to accede
to the request made by Mr. Harwood to
have the clause"recommitted. The matter
was undoubtedly of considerable importance to Geelong, and it was well known
that that town had for many years been
labouring under very serious difficulties
with regard to its water supply. W'hen
he first read this clause in the Bill, he put
the query "'Vhy~" against it. So far no
explanation of the clause had been given,
and after reading the report circulated on
behalf of Geelong, giving the facts and
figures, he carne to the conclusion, without
hearing the other side, that Geelong had
at all events a very good primc~ facie case.
Time would probably be saved if it were
agreed, without further discussion, to recommit the clause.
Sir HENRY CUTHBEHT stated that
he was still strongly opposed to the recommittal of, the clause. Geelong must not
be placed in a better position than any
other part of the colony. rrhe principle
that underlay the whole of this Bill was
that the different water and irrigation
trusts should be rated to the extent of
Is. 6d. in the £1. If effect were given to
the view taken by Mr. Harwood, the t·owu
of Geelong would be exempted from that
requirement, and no dOLlbt the whole of
the clauses relating to Geelong would be
struck out. (Mr. Harwood-" No; I do
not mind the other portion.") There was,
he believed, no other town in the colony
where the charge for a good Bupply of
water was less than £1 a year for properties rated under £20 a year. Geelong
was the only exception. This question
had been fully fought out in another place.
If the concession to Geelong now asked
for were made, it would be unfair to the
rest of the colony, and if the Bill were returned to another place with .such an
amendment in it the whole measure would
be lost. In the intel'ests of the country,
he did not think that honorable members desired that any such result should
be brought about.
An officer of the
"Vater Supply department, who had
taken great interest in the preparation of this Bill, and had gone very
carefully into the accounts of each trnst,
had assured him that when the capital
cost of the Geelong waterworks, arnOGnting to £350,000 or £360,000, was r8duced
to £109,000, in fixing the purchase money
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to be paid to the Government, the calculations wele based by the Geelong authorities themselves upon a minimum rate
of £1 a year for each house supplied with
water, in place of the former charge
of lOs. Geelong did that itself, and made
out that it wonld be prepared to meet its
engagements with the Government. It
was better that the question should be
determined in the full House and not in
committee, because he feared for the fate of
the Bill if the honorable member succeeded
in carrying his motion. Honorable members should weigh well the qnestion why
Geelong should be granted a greater concession than was granted to any other
part of the colony. It was not fair, and
he did not think for a moment that it
would receive the sanction of the House.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG expressed
the opinion that the Solicitor-General had
failed to make out a good case for refusing
to recommit the clause, nor had the hon,orable gentleman given any sufficient reason
for the increase from £5 per cent. to £7
lOs. per cent. (Sir Henry Cuthbert-I' It
has been done throughouli the colony.")
Not only was this increase proposed in the
case of Geelong, but the Government was
taking the same power in connexion with
the Coliban scheme.
Bendigo, Castlemaine, Maldon, and other mining centres
would be seriously affected if such a large
increase in the water rate were made.
Bendigo had a large population of working
miners, who were living on very small incomes, and if the water rate \vere increased
it would do a lot of harm.
The Hon. G. GODFREY said he thought
that after hearing the Solicitor-General
honorable members ought to support the
Government on this question. It was
quite clear that the Bill made no distinction with regard to rating between Geelong
and any other part of the colony, and it
was most unreasonable for Mr. Harwood
to ask the Council to create any such distinction.
The motion was negatived.
On the motion of Sir HENRY CUTHBERT, the Bill was reoommitted for the
reconsideration of clauses 80, 130, and
new clause A.
The HOll. P. PHILLIPS drew attention
to clause 80, which was as follows :-The term "owner," whether used with
respect to land in Part 3 or Part 4 of thc
principal Act or in this part of this Act, shall,
in addition to the meaning ascrihed to it in
section 152 of the principal Act, include perpetual lessees of Crown land and also lessees of
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Crown land who, by the terms of their lease,
or under any law regulating the granting of
such lease, are entitled to acquire the freehold
of the whole or any part of the leased land.

He begged' to moveThat the word" all" be substituted for the
word" perpetual" (line 6).

The object of this amendment was to
include malIce lessees under the definition of "owner," in order that they
might have a voice in the election of
the trusts. The clause as it stood did not
seem. to make it clear whether a maUee
lessee would come under the definition of
" owner."
Sir HENRY, CUTHBERT remarked
that the rights of those persons who
possessed the power of voting as owners
under the principal Act were preserved
under this clause. But in addition to the
definition of "owner" contained in the
principal Act, the clause extended the
definition to include perpetual lessees of
the Crown, and also lessees of the Crown
who were entitled to acquire the freehold.
This was a very large extension, and he
did not think it would be wise to go
further and to include selectors who did not
come within thE scope of the clause as it
stood.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said he
nnderstood that Mr. Phillips was anxious
that all ratepayers should have a vote. It
appeared to him, however, that the clause
fully covered the cases which the honorable
member had in his mind.
The Hon. J. BELL observed that the
object of Mr. Phillips was to confer the
right to vote npon mallee allotmentholders who were now paying water rates,
but had no voice in the election of the
trusts. (Sir Frederick Sargood-" They
are lessees, and are entitled to acquire the
freehold.") No, these men bad no inchoate
right to acquire the freehold.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD said that,
under the amending Act passed last session,
these mallee lessees were given the power
to convert. their leases, and under the converted leases they would have a right to
acquire the freehold. When that was done
they would come within the definition of
owner in this clause.
The amendment was negatived.
Sir FHEDERICK SARGOOD dre,,,
attention to clause 130, giving power to
the Minister to recommend the suspension
of payments to the redemption fllnd and
the payment of interest. He said that
this clause was a transcript of clause 36,
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the only difference being that it applied
to irrigation and water supply trusts,
while clause 36 applied to waterworks
trusts.
Clause 36 had been already
amended, and he now begged to moye the
same amendments in the present clause.
The amendments were agreed to.
A consequential amendment was made
in new clause A.
The Bill was reported with further
amendments, and the amendments were
considered and adopted.
On the motion of Sir HENRY CUTHBERT, the Bill was then read D. third time,
and passed.
CONSOL1DATED REVENUE BILL
(No.4).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and read a first time.
Subsequently,
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT moved the
second reading of the Bill. He said it
applied out of the consolidated r.3venue
the sum of £391,788 to enable the public
servants and other creditors of the Government to be paid the amounts due for the
present month. It was in the usual form,
and he did not think any honorable member would object to it being passed through
all its stages.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
vVA'rER SUPPLY ADVANCES
RELIEF BILL.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT moved the
second reading of this Bill. He stated
that the measure, although short, was a
very important one, and it was one which
he thought the House would assist him in
putting through without delay. Its object
was to relieve certain corporations of a
part of their indebtedness for moneys borrowed from the State for water supply,
and the real facts of the case could Hot be
more concisely stated than they were iu
the preamble, which set forth thatvVhereas certain bodies have borrowed from
the Crown moneys for the construction of works
of water supply: And whereas such borrowings
have entailed on such bodies obligations to pay
in4:ierest and contributions to sinking and redemption funds such as cannot llOW be met,
except by the imposition of rates which would
discourage enterprise and embarrass industry:
And whereas it is deemed advisable tp relieve
such bodies, either wholly or partly, or for a
time, of a portion of their indebtedness, and to
declare what portion of the moneys due by sur.h
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bodies to the Crown shall be absolutely written
off and the indebtedness cancelled, and what
portion shall be held in suspense and payment
thereof held in abeyance, and for what time or
under what conditions such suspense shall continue.

He might mention that the only amount
of capital held in suspense was a sum of
£3,500 in connexion with the Dandenong
,Vaterworks 1"rrust. The reason for this
amount being held in suspense was that
the Dandenong 'l'rust received a large
payment from the Railway department
for the supply of water, and it was provided that as long as the trust received
that payment it would have to pay the
amount set down on the Bill; bnt if, at any
time, the Rail way department should not
require a supply of water from the trust,
then the £3,500 was to be held in suspense. The really important part of the'
Bill was the schedule, which set forth the
amounts from which the different water
bodies were to be relieved. Under the
head of "Local Governing Bodies," the
amonnt of capital owing on the 30th June,
1899, was ,£269,388, and of this £163,760
had been written off. The amount of interest due on the same date was £151,515,
and practically, the whole of this, namely,
£151,457, had been written off. Under
the head of ",Vaterworks Trusts," the
amount of capital owing on the 30th J nne,
1899, was £601,292, and the amount
written off was £184,447. 'rhe amount
of interest due was £92,538, and of this
£85,556 had been written off. ,]~hen,
under the head of' "Irrigation and ,Vater
Supply Trusts," the amount of capital
owing on the 30th June, 1899, was
£ 1,036,852, and of this £720,252 had
been written off. The amount of interest
due on the same date was £337,319, and
praetically the whole of this bad been
written of. Honorable members, therefore,
would see that very large concessions
had been made to these various W:1ter
bodies. These concessions had been made
on a fair basis. Each particular t.rust had
furnished accounts to the department,
and those acconnts had been carefully
checked. It was calculated that 011 the·
basis of a uniform rate of Is. 6d. in the
£1 it would be difficult for these water
trnsts to get into arrears in the future.
In the Water Act Amendment Bill, which
had been already passed, if they did get
into arrears power was given to appoint a
recei vel', and" the receiver would insist on
the payments which wer0 considered fair
and reasonable being made. He thought
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there would be no objection on the part of
the Council to pass the Bill.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG observed
that before the Bill was read a second
time he desired to enter his protest against
the position which the Government had
taken up in connexion with the Loddon
United Waterworks r.!.'rust. r.!.'hat trust
was placed in a v.ery awkward position,
because there was certain tel'ritory within
their area which was not at all accessible
to irrigation, yet that area had not been
excised, nor had the liability of the trust
been written down in anything like the
same proportion as the liability of many
other trusts. In the Marong shire especially, which was within the trust area, the
people were unable to get water, yet they
were not in any way relieved under this
Bill. The United Echuca and 'Varanga
Trust was likewise treated harshly. A
sum of only £5,000 was written off in
lieu of any claim to have any portion of the
district excised, but he thought that this
proposal did not ill any way adequately
afford relief. He considered that both
these trusts had been badly treated.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he had
certainly thought that some of those
honorable mernbers who took suoh an
acti ve part in passing through the extraordinary irrigation measures in 1886
would have stood up before the House
that evening as penitents. One of those
gentlemen was the present SolicitorGeneral, who was in the coalition Ministry
when this irrigation legislation began.
Sir HENRY CU'l'HBERT.-It was done before my time.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-It commenced
before your time, and you finished it.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked that
some of the oldest and wisest men who
were in the Council in those days-men,
for instance, like the late Dr. Hearnwere utterly astounded at the enthusiasm
which the present Solicitor-General and
others displayed on the water question.
Nothing could stay those honorable members at that time; although he (Mr. Melville) rernem bered hearing speeches from
the present President and Dr. Hearn,
warning honorable members of the madness of those proposals, and predicting
that they could only result in terrible
That was not the only
disaster.
occasion on which a minority had
asked the Council to be cautions ill deal,.
ing with matters of that kind; but occasionally, unfortunately, the majority were
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pressed and rushed into passing measnres
which the minority predicted would have
sedous results. The Council was snpposed to be a House of review, a check on
hasty legislation, yet the country had
been plunged into ,vater legislation, the
result of which was seen in these proposals for writing off capital and interest.
(Sir Henry Cuthbert-" These trusts have
done good work.") They had saddled the
country with a large amount of debt,
which the people of the country would
have to pay; not only that, but
the country had been largely demoralized
by the action of these trusts in absolutely
ceasing to pay any interest when they saw
there was a chance of their not being compelled to pay. The same kind of thing
had now extended into other avenues, because he found that there was nearly a
million of money owing in connexion with
the lands. 'What did this writing down
really mean ~ It simply meant relieving
sectiolls and putting the burden on others.
(Mr. Sachse-" Relieving those who never
had any water, although they were
charged fa:, it.") He did not know what
this writing down meant, unless it meant
that these people were to be relieved
of a million and' a half of debt. That
was to say their lands and their persons
were to be relieved of that liability,
although it could not be alleged that their
lands had not been made valuable. They
were to be relieved, while the men in the
metropolis, and the men in Ballarat, who
had to pay for t,heir own water, would also
have to contribute towards the bearing of
this burden. It was difficult· to say who
was to blame in this matter. He had a
clear recollection of the protests of Dr.
Hearn, of the present President (then Mr.
Zeal), and of Mr. Wallace, who pointed
out that the wild expenditure of that time
on irrigation must inevitably end in a loss
to the country. The loss was· estimated
by the President as certain to be' at least
£800,000, and that prediction had come
true almost to the letter~ The majority,
however, at that time were boomers and
plungers, and hence, with. the pressure
that was exerted upon them, they passed
the measures which had had the result
that was seen in this Bill. This writing
off was merely shifting the burden. from
the shoulders of the people in these areas,
Oll to the men in Gippsland, the' men in
the' metropolis, and in: other places. Son1e
one had to pay this interest,. and the Bill
was simply relieving one' section of the
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community and putting the burden on
another. In Melboume the people had not
only to pay for water when they got it, but
if premises were empty, and bringing in no
rent, the water rate had still to be paid.
Of course, this relief to the people of the
irrigation areas would be supported with
the utmo:::t enthusiasm by the very men
who, in the first instance, forced the· expenditure on irrigation on the House. Men
like Mr~ Pratt and Mr. Bell, who were. in
the Council at that time, urged on the
Govemment the desirability of passing the
Irrigation Bills then brought forward, and,
no doubt, those same honorable members
would to-night urge on the Conncil the
desirability of ag.J;eeing to this writing
down. The fact was that matters in C011nexio11 with irrigation had arrived at
something like the same stage as w.as
witnessed in connexion with the Maffra
sugar-beet business. The whole thing had
got into such a state of utte:r: confusion
that the country could only do the best in
its power to deal with the existing state
of affairs. He hoped that what had
occurred in this case would be a lesson to
the Solicitor-General. Did the honorable
gentleman really think that once this demoralization began, in connexion with
writing ·down, it would stop with this
Bi1l1 (Sir Henry Cuthbert-" I think so.")
This was the first tiIlle in the history of
Victoria t hat the Legislature had written
down capital, and not only capital but
accumulated interest. He really did not
know that it was necessary to write off one
farthing off the capital; the Government
might have written off the interest, but
he thought it would have been wen to have
let the capital remain, even if they never
got a farthing of it, just to show the unreasonableness of the whole thing. He
did not blame the Upper House for what
had occnrred in this case. It was only an
argument, an adclitional argument, for
more power being given _to the Upper
Chamber. . The time had come, and ought
to have come before this, when the Council ought r~ally to be a House. of review,
and be able to· deal cautiously with such
proposals. There was no doubt that men
like the President and Dr. Hearn had told
honorable mem.bers at the time what was
the proper course for them to pursue, but
the terrible pressure which was. constantly
behind honorable members had f01'ced the
Chamber into a position it should never
have occupied. It might be· asked what was
the use of the Council as a House of review
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if they did not arrest such measures as ha.d
had the result that was seen in a Bill of
this kind 1 If all the circumstances,
however, were taken into consideration, he thought it would be found
that the Council were far less to blame
than the public supposed. He himself
did not believe in writing down capital or
interest at all; but really t.he position
was that they had a water-logged ship in
tow, and had to drag it a~ong somehow.
The present Government had nothing to
do with bringing about the existing state
of affairs, except for the fact that the
present Solicitor-General was a member of
a former Ministry which had passed the
Irrigation Bills. With the Government;
as a whole, however, this was simply
what Mr. Shiels had called a damnosa
hereclittM. There was no doubt, however,
that t.his irrigation legislation wonld never
have been passed if the advice had been
followed of men who showed that they had
proper foresight. He would repeat that
this writing down was merely relieving
the weight from the shoulders of men
who ought to bear it, and the men who
had taken part in the expenditure of this
money, and transferring the weight
mainly to the shoulders of men who
were nobly meeting all the engagements
of their own respective municipalities.
There was no doubt that the passage of
such rash measures as the Irrigation Bills
of 1886 could be thrown at the Legislative Council as a reason for abolishing an
Upper House which had not the firmness
of purpose to stand up and arrest such
wild proceedings. It might be said that
if the Council did not stop such legislation-if it was to be cajoled and forced and
threatened into passing such measureos as
they did on that occasion-that was a solid
argument in favour of the non-necessity
of having two Chambers of Legislature.
He hoped the House would. pass the Bill
with the full understanding that the country was driven into this expenditure by
the rampant spirit for going ahead, 110
matter at what cost. The relieving. of the
liabilities that had been entered into by
these water bodies was one of the most
serious things Parliament had ever done.
It was impossible for him to allow this
Bill to go through without expressing his
opinion as to the throwing away of money
in the fashion proposed. He hoped that· the
Minister was no~ proud of what was proposed,. but would take a penitential view of
it, and feel the peculiar position he was in.
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The Hon. G. SIM~IIE said that he
knew about as much about this matter as
most people did. It was a most unfortunate thing that so many of these waterworks were carried out at the time the
eountry took up the question. The works
were mismanaged, and some of them had
had to be done many times over. There
wa~ a good deal of work still that required
to be dOlle over again. But in the northern
areas of the colony, if these waterworks
had not been carried out, a very poor
aceount would have been heard of
the land there.
It was aU nonsense
to say that the people had paid nothing.
They had paid taxes equal to what
had been paid in the . metropolis.
It was through their falling behind that the works had been allowed to
get into disrepair. (Sir Arthur Snowden
- " 'Whose fault was that ~ ") The works
were all constructed under the Government supervision. Not a ditch was cut
but the Government had to approve of it.
The whole thing was done under Government regulation, and the Government
had to approve of every bit of work that
was carried out. To say that the people
had stolen these works at the expense of
the ratepayers generally was a gross abuse
of language, and people who said that
did not know anything about the subject.
'1'he metropolitan area had had something
like £1,000,000 given on account; of
waterworks.
(Sir Frederick Sargood"No, no.") -Well, they had had £800,000,
which was getting on towards £1,000,000,
and if interest were added it would not
fall short of that amount. A great
amount of valuable land, worth hundreds
of thousands of pounds, had also been
utilIzed for the metropolitan waterworks. In the country all the land bad
had to be paid for, which had' increased
the amount the works had cost. The
Coliban works .and the Geelcing "\lorks had
been constructed at great expense, but
had been for the good of the public and
the districts they served. There would
have been little population in Bendigo
to-day if it had not been for the Coliban
works, notwithst~nding that they did
not pay 1 per cent. All these works
had occasioned loss so far as money was
concerned, but. the country had the
works, whic.;h would remain long after
honorable members had all gone. Plenty
of money would have to .be spent yet to
make the works perfect.
'1'hey benefited
a la.rge extent of country, which they
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made more valuable, althoug4, so far as
getting money from them was concerned,
there was no chance of it for a long time
to come.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE stated that
Mr. Melville had been tilting at windmills
in a way peculiar to himself. He doubted '.
whether the honorable member had properly considered this question. Certainly,
Mr. Melville used a most unhappy simile
about a water-logged ship, leaving honorable members to suppose that the
country was suffering from a surplus of
Anyone who knew anything
water.
about the question was aware that it was
not a water-logged ship, but one that was
stranded high and qry, that was the
trouble. Unfortunately, people had had
to pay for water when they had not got a
drop of it. They had been asked to pay
large sums of money towards a supply of
water which they had never received,. and
were not l~kely to get. rrhey had talked
about the Geelong supply and the Coliban
supply. He (Mr. Sachse) was sorry that
the people in these districts had to pay.
high rates, but they ~ot the water,
whereas people in many districts, notably
in the Goulburn Valley, got no water at all.
As far as the Government were concerned,
they deserved to be highly commended
in regard to this matter, especially for
giving way to the arguments brought before them itl another place to induce them
to write down what was shown to be an
absolutely valueless asset on their boo~s.
Was there anything in giving awayanyt.hing that was worth nothing ~ Here was
a large amount of capital and of unpaid itlterest that the Government saw was practically a farce as it stood upon the books
of the department. It was just as well to
make a virtue of a necessity, and give this
up. So far as the people who were using
the water were concerned, he wonld venture to say they were not paying one
penny more for it now than they would
have been paying if the money had not
been spent at all. In saying this he spoke
with some experience of these ~orks. He
said unhesitatingly that the water supply
to some of these districts who had complained about having to pay for it, was
cheaper now than it would have been if it
had not been for the expenditure that had
had to be written off under the Bill before·
the House.
He failed to see how Mr.
Melville could advance anything like an:
argument against this measure.
It was
of no nsc picking holes in items.
They
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had been advised by those of great experience that clause 56 prevented the House
from touching the details. Therefore what
was the use of delaying the measure?
They might as well pass the second reading and let the measure go through.
The Hon. J.' A. WALLACE remarked
that he .was opposed to the water business
, in the first instance, knowing that it would
be a bungle. There had been nothing but
,a bungle from beginning to end. If ever
he wanted anything badly managed, he
would employ a Government engineer to
do it. (Honorable Members-" Oh ! Oh !")
He would give the House an instance to
show what he meant. Up at Heathcote a
small sum was needed to build a reservoir.
The Government officers built the reservoir in the middle of the town where all
the filth 3.nd everything of that kind was
flushed into it, but where the people could
not get water into it. The Heathcote
people could have got a race 22 miles
away where there was any quantity of
water. Major Couchman went to look at
this race. After this reservoir was built,
the people could get no water in it, and
the Heathcote Council asked him (Mr.
vYallace) if he would fill their reservoir
for them. They said they would pay him
£50 if he would do so. He wrote back
saying that he would fill it for them, but
he would not charge them anything.
He could see plainly emmgh that the
whole thing was a bungle. He filled
their reservoir for nothing. N ext year
they wrote him' again, offering him
£50 to fill the reservoir for them.
He again did it for them for nothing. By
taking a proper course in the beginning
they could have had a water supply which
would have supplied them every year. He
only mentioned this instance to show that
there had been bungling all over the
colony. If the original scheme for the
Goulburn had been carried out it would
have been a valuable work. He remembered travelling up in the same compartment with the engineer at the time the
work was being undertaken, and telling
him that the proper way was to get the
water by gravitation from the river. But
wbat did the department do ? They spent
about £150,000 on stone works. vYhy
should not the Government write off these
sums? In the first instance the Government would not allo'w' any work to be carried out unless their engineers approved of
it. If the works had been left to the
trusts themselves the bungling would
Session 1899.--[I77J
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never have taken place, and the works
would not have cost one-half the amount.
He was not surprised at the Government
proposing to write down the money. At
the same time he had to admit that when
this money was being spent on waterworks
he heard people in the country 8ay-" Vie
may as well get money from the Government as others, and have it spent in our
district." That was the way many people
were led into it. The Government knew
perfectly well this money would never be
paid. He did not believe in the principle
of writing off, because if people put their
head into a loop they knew what they
had to expect. If the various trusts
had carried out the works themselves he
would not have agreed to relieve them'
from responsibility. The reason he was..
going to do it on this occasion was, however, that the work had been done by the
Government, and the trusts had had no,'
power whatever in regard to carrying out.
the works. Therefore the Government
were justified in bringing this Bill forward.
to relieve the people from obligations for
blunders committed not by this Government, but by other Governments. He had.
been opposed to the irrigation policy all
through, and knew it would be a bungle.
The Legislative Council was as much to
blame as another place, because a majority
of the House had no right to pass such
Bills. What was the result now? That
the people could not pay, and the Government had to write down the' money. The
only reason he would vote for the Bill was..
that the water trusts were not responsible·for the water schemes carried out, and that
the bungling had been caused by Govern-.
ment officers.
The Hon. J. BELL remarked that Mr ...
Melville and Mr. Wallace had been consistent in their speeches. They had objected.
to the Bill in 1886 when this matter was,
first brought before the Legislature. It
was in 1888-9 that these works were first
entered into.
Mr. Melville bad said,
that the work of irrigation was commenced too hurriedly. But a, commission of Members of Parliament and others
was appointed to inquire into the matter, a leading member of the Cabinet.
went to America to inquire, and every
care was taken to get information in con~
nexion with the subject.
The country
was anxious at the time that the work of
The·
irrigation should be commenced.
matter was taken up with enthusiasnL
Money was borrowed very frequently, and
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the people who borrowed it, he believed,
did so with an earnest· desire to pay
back. Unfortunately there were very few
experts at that time to teach the farmer
what to put upon the land and when to
do it.
He was compelled to defend
the engineers of the department from
the attacks made upon them.
(Mr.
. 'Vallace-" They have more experience
now.") How could it be expected that
these men who had never seen irrigation
works should not make mistakes ~ The
chief causes of the failure were that water
was taken through land on which there
was no settlement; there was an attempt
made to spread the water through too
large an area. Hence, as Mr. Sachse had
explained, many people had not received
any water.
This remark particularly
applied to the Loddon Valley and to some
parts of the north-eastern district. The
farmers in time grew weary. Then bad
seasons followed, with barren crops and
low prices, and consequently people were
unable to pay the interest upon the
loans that they had from the State.
The proposal now was to write these
amounts down to a sum which the
people would be able to pay. Pay they
must under this Bill, as the senior Commissioner of Audit had to be the collector
if the trust were more than six months in
arrears. The matter was therefore beyond
political influence, and the Commissioner
of Audit would insist upon the money
being paid. It must be remembered that
the farmer had to go to great expense
himself when the water was brought to
his land. He had to make channels and
to irrigate the land, which was a very
costly affair. He knew of many farmers
who had been compelled to .leave their
land through wan t of water. This Bill
would relieve them, and he was perfectly
satisfied that the State would be paid the·
interest due on the money lent.
Sir HENRY WRIXON said that, as the
only question before the House was the
second reading of the Bill, about which
there could be no doubt, it might be
thought that it would be a waste of time
to discuss it further. But he could not
agree with that view, because there were
one or two matters to which honorable
members might address themselves, as he
would endeavour to do. It would be of
no use for him to deny that be was a
member of the Ministry to which Mr.
Melville had referred. He was the law
officer of that 'Vater Supply Ministry
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in 1886 which brought in the measure
that had necessitated the present
Bill. Mr. Melville had talked of the
. ridiculous weakness shown by the House
in passing such a Bill. But he really
thought his honorable friend was simply
wise after the event, which it was easy to
be when all the excitement of the moment
had died away. Did the honorable memo
bel' think it would have been possible for
any Ministry to decline to take up this
question, or that the Legislative Council
could have resisted the Bill ~ Notwithstanding what Mr. Wallace had said,
could the House have thrown out the Bill
at the time 1 Not at all. At the time
the colony was going through one of those
waves of excitement, during which it
became excited to such an extent that
it was impossible to stem the tide. The
wave of excitement carried all before it,
and it was practically idle for anyone
to attempt to stop 'it, though it was easy
for anyone to be wise after the event.
He remembered the time, as did other
honorable members, when there was a
boom in the country for settling people on
the land. Lands were to be thrown open
and given away in every possible direction. The best land was to be given for
nothing to men, to women, and to families.
That was the policy which for the moment
carried everyone away in enthusiasm, and
if anyone had ventured to counsel cautious
measures he would have been regarded as
any enemy to the country and to civilization. Those waves of excitement occurred
from time to time. On another occasion it
was considered that the colony would be
saved by making railways. They were to
be made to the right and to the left all
over the country, which was as big as
England, though it had only a population only the size of Manchester. Any
one who had ventured to stand against
that policy at the time would have been
swept away. It. was idle to resist it.
Railways were made right and left of
places which many honorable members
who voted for the Bills had never heard of
before. He remembered a rail way being
proposed, and the question being asked
where it was to stop, and the Minister
replied that it was to stop at the only
house in the district. That line was passed
by both Honses. Of course Parliament,
at that time, was not sensitive to the fact
that it was wasting money. There had
also been land booms in which level-headed
men conducted themselves in a manner
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isuch as would not have been expected from
children. So that when Mr. Melville was
so indignant at present, he must remember that the Victorians were an excitable
people who indulged in these little amusements and enthusiasms. Of course they
·had to pay for them, but it was no use
afterwards for an honorable member to
pretend to be wiser than anyone else,
because when the enthusiasm was on, no
one was much wiser. He believed it
to be true that works were forced OIl
districts, and that districts were e11()ouraged to go into expenditure which
was not justified.
He quite indorsed
what Mr. Wallace had said. It seemed
to him to be the invariable experience that
when the Government undertook works
they were carried out expensively and.
inefficiently. That was a fact it was impossible to deny. There was a large sum
nominally due in connexion with waterworks. The process of dealing with it
was what was called writing it down. It
was quite true, as Mr. Melville said, that
that was simply saying that the people as
• a. whole were to pay it. 'Writing it down
did not reduce the amount O"\ving; it was
simply transferring the loss to the whole
()ommunity. That was a serions thing,
bnt those primarily responsible for the
money were not able to pay it, and it was
impossible to get from them what they
(:ould not pay. Once a Go\'ernment in
this country -....:.- a popular Government,
resting upon public support-allowed any
()cmsiderable nnmber of its electors to get
into debt to the State, that Government
could never enforce payment. If those
debtors liked to pay, well and good, but
the Government could never enforce payment. The thing was impossible. Let
honorable members look at facts before their eyes now. The water deficiency
was not the only one. Another matter
that had been mentioned was the deficiency
in the land rents. 'rhe Government had
given land to a number of persons "who, he
presumed, thoroughly understood the obligations they entered into, when they
took up the land. But did they pay
what they owed to the State ~ Not
a bit of it.
Could the Government
enforce payment 1 By no means.
The returns from the Lands-office showed
that there was now due from those who
were in possession of the lands the sum of
£760,000. 'What was the tone of the
Premier and the Minister of Lands themselves, two intelligent and honest Ministers,
u
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as he believed them to be, about this
deficiency ~ rrhey said that there was a
vast debt that was owing tii> them. But
did they think that it was a debt that the
State ought to realize so as to reduce its
o\vn burden ~
vVas that their tone ~
Not at all. If honorable members would
refer to Iiansard they would find that the
only anxiety of both those intelligent and
honest Ministers, when they made the
announcement of this enormous indebtedness to the Legislative Assembly ancl to
the public, was that no man would be
forced to pay unless he was absolutely
That might be justified by
able to pay.
the needs of the tenants, but honorable
members must not suppose that it was
only the water trusts who were not paying
their debts to the State. Tbe holders of
the land were not paying their debts, and
could the Government enforce payment ~
Could a popular Government, resting as
it did on the votes of the people who
owed the money, compel payment ~ The
thing was ridiculous. Could they turn
out the whole country side ~ Could they
issue writs of ejectment wholesale 1 But
that was not the only case. The State had
not only found water and land. but it had
advanced money to' the miiling industrj.
He did not profess to have a personal
knowledge of these matters, but he fonnd
that the Minister of Mines, when addressing the LE:lgii:!lative Assembly, informed
them that since the year 1878 the State
had expended in subsidies to mining companies a:ld on boring operations the sum
of £809,368.
That money was leut on u.
promise to repay on different guarantees;
some of which the Minister admitted \yere
not worth the paper they were written on.
Mr. Melville had spoken severely about
the action of the Government in regard to
the water trusts, but had he considered
how much mouey was due from the
mining community ~ There had been
advanced a sum of £809,368, and there
had been repaid £15,574. Did honorable
members think that the balance would
ever be repaid? Let them read the words
of the Minister himself-a Minister of
undoubted ability, to whose vigilant
administration of his department he (Sir
Henry 'Vrixon) desired to pay a tribute of
respect. (Sir Henry Cuthbert-" Did he
include the interest~") He did not think
so. The Minister s~Lid. It is no.", fully considered that as the nioney
gone It should be forgotten and written
off.
1S
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The writing off was not confined to the
water trusts and to the aqueous fluid. The
Minister added-
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the able speech that had been delivered
by Sir Henry 'V rixon in defence of the
coalition Government that had first introduced the system of irrigation. It was
It is almost regarded as impertinent to ask
for a return of the money advanced.
introduced with eclat. Mr. Deakin went
Those were the words addressed by the to California, and when he returned he
Minister to the House that was responsible recommended the expenditure of large
for the expenditure of public money. In sums of money. The water trusts
~onnexion with the Maffra sugar-beet busiwere constituted, but undoubtedly there
ness, to which Mr. Melville had referred, was a lack of experience. Miscalculations
£70,000 of the State money was advanced. were made, and there was extravagance.
Would it be repaid ~ Certainly not. He That was, perhaps, a necessary result in
said, therefore, that it was perfectly idle connexion with so huge ltn experiment.
to hesitate about writing down or writing The Minister of Water Supply had renoff this amount from the liabilities of the dered important service by the efforts
water trusts. The State could not col- he had made to adj ust some of the inlect the money. He hoped this proposal equalities that existed. By this Bill it was
would be final, but he had some hesitation proposed to write off something like
in coming to that 'conclusion. He noticed £1,000,000 of capital and £600,000 of
that a leading member of another place, interest. 'What was the use of keeping
an ex-Minister of Water Supply, said, on an outstanding debt which could not be colthe third reading of the Bill, that it would lected ~ The money that had been collected
not be final, and that further reductions had had to be expended principally on the
would be claimed. But. whether they maintenance of the channels. This was
were claimed or not, a Government snch not a new proposal. It had been talked
as that of Victoria, resting on popular of for years, and it had been generally
votes, once it allowed a large number of understood that some day it would have·
its electors to go deeply into its debt, to be dealt with. Sir. Henry Wrixon had
could never, enforce payment.
The referred to the case of the railways, and
people might and would pay if they were he had shown that some £800,000 had
able, but to talk of enforcing payment been spent in subsidizing the mining
was idle. In the case of the water trusts industry. If one or two million pounds
many of the districts had not received had been expended in that way it would,
much value for the money charged against only have been a just contribution to the
them, and therefore there was a certain wonderful results that had been achieved.
amount of reason for writing off their There had been an output of over
obligations. But what was the moral of £250,000,000 worth of gold. The mining
all this? Intelligent men in both Houses industry had placed Victoria in the front
of Parliament, who took an interest in rank of British colonies, and that £800,000
political questions in their broader aspects, had not been lost. Its expenditure had
would draw the inevitable conclusion tha.t done the colony and the empire generally
the Government ought to be exceedingly great good. As Mr. vVallace reminded
slow in future to advance any money at him, it had all been expended in
Sir Henry Wrixon had
all. That was the real moral, and, per- the colony.
haps, it was worth paying a little to learn spoken of the money that. had been lost
it. These were times when they ought in, conncxion with the railways. He had
to bear in mind that the Govern- in his hand the last report of the Rail wa.ys
ment could not enforce payment of any Commissioner. It would be well worth
of its debts. That fact stared them in the the time of any honorable member to perface. W"hile he would readily vote for use it. He found that there were 1,345
the Bill, he would do so of necessity. The miles of non-paying lines, and that on these
money could not be got, and he had lines there had been an annual loss of over
merely endeavoured to moralize on the £95,000. One line had been dismantled,
occasion. He said that, while they had to and five lines were not running at all. The
submit to this loss, the Government ought railways were under one head, but irrigato be very slow in future, after the tion was under the different trusts. It
experience they had had, in advancing should also be remembered that in many
cases irrigation was forced upon the
money to anybody.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT stated that he people. They were told that if they did
had listened with very great interest to not form trusts they would not get any
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consideration from the Government. The simply the beginning of an evil. Did the
thing went merrily along when the money House anticipate that the balance of the
was being expended, but when it came to money would be paid 1 (An Honorable
the question of the payment of rates many Member-" No.") He did not suppose
of the persons who were taxed did not get that it would be paid. There were muniany water at all, and it was no wonder cipalities that had been guilty of the most
that they refused to pay. He said ad- extraordinary extravagance. They had
visedly that the Government would still obtained advances, and would llOt the
have to go on with irrigation. The passing of this Bill afford them a reason
droughts, from which many districts had for asking for relief from their liabilities 1
suffered, had been a heavy handicap In some of the municipalities in the immeto the settlers who had been unable to diate lleighbourhood of Melbourne the
pay their water rates. The other even- ratepayers were paying rates of Is.,
ing a Bill was before the House which Is. 6d., Is. 9d., 2s., and 2s. 6d. in the £1.
dealt with a portion of the Budget sur- (Mr. vVallace-"vVith a large population.")
plus. He would have been glad if another Yes, but the money was expended on local
'£100,000 had been provided out of that works, in the construction of which they
surplus for head-works on the Coliban and had to pa'y excessively high rates for
the Loddon Rivers. The colony required labour. Would. they not have good reamore water conservation and more head- son now for coming to the Government
works. rrhe Government had been forced, and asking for relief ~ They had not,
in connexion with this Bill, to do more however, done that. The country disthan they intended, but on the whole he tricts, if they were not now getting the
thought that they had done right. It was benefit of the irrigation works, would get
better to have a reasonable appraisement the benefit of them hereafter, and yet
of these works with a probability of get- they asked to be relieved of their burdens.
ting the rates than to go on with lia- A good deal had been said about the
bilities that could never be met. He bungling that had taken place, but who
would not detain the House longer. The was responsible for ~t 1 The water trusts
,Bill was a step in th~ right direction, had their own engineers and their own
and he thought it very probable that committees.
If there had been any
some day Parliament would have to deal bungling, was it not their own ~ (Mr.
with the railways in a somewhat similar Simmie-" No, the Government engineers.")
The trusts had their own
manner.
Sir ARTHUR SNO'WDEN said that if local engineers. The Bill was one of a
he wanted argumel1tt:l against the Bill, he very serious nature, and the House ought
could not do better than make use of the to seriously reflect before passing it. He
arguments that had been advanced for the was sorry that he could not agree with so
Bill. -What was the trend of the eloquent many honorable members who supported
speech of Sir Henry W rixon ~ It was cer- the Bill. In his opinion these liabilities
tainly against the Bill. The honorable might just as well be allowed to stand
member had shown not only that the water debited to the water trusts. -Why should
trusts, blit other bodies had received ad- they be relieved frol}1 them 1 There w~s
vances from the Government and that the not the slightest reason for writing them
money had not been repaid. That practi- down. What effect would the passing of
cally meant that there had been repudia- such a Bill have on the financial world ~
tion and that it had been acquiesced in by The money had been borrowed on the
the Government. (Mr. Simmie - " Did faith of the rates and the redemption
not the water trusts pay their rates 1 ") payments of these water trusts.
(Sir
No, they did not pay their rates. (Mr. Frederick Sargood-" No, it was borrowed
Simmie-" They paid their rates and they on the general credit.") It was borrowed
got no water.") If they had paid their at any rate for certain specific purposes.
l'ates it \vould not have been necessary to vVas the Bill to be passed for the benefit
write these amounts off. Probabl'y in a few of the poor struggling farmers or for the
cases no water or very little water had been benefit of the wealthy land-owners 1 (Mr.
supplied. Sir Henry vVrixon had omitted Sternberg - "For the benefit of the
to point out that this was the first occa- farmers.") The land proprietors would
sion on which an act of repudiation had certainly get the benefit of it.
Mr.
received t.he sanction of Parliament. Melville had asked who was to bear the
Where was it going to stop 1 It was burden. The taxpayers generally would
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have to bear the burden, and it wOllJd be been said that the Government were)
responsible, owing to bad management,
an additional burden.
The Hon. E. MILLER observed that irriga- for the loss that had been incurred; but
tion or the attempt at irrigation had been surely that was a reflection on the irrigathe greatest curse that bad yet fallen on tion trusts, which were composed of good
the colony. In his experience of political and able men. The irrigation trusts were·
life this was the first occasion on which more or less responsible for the repayParliament had been asked to write down ment of the advances made to them, but
liabilities to the extent of £1,000,000. now the Government were going to excuse
He had not so much objection to the all and sundry from their debts. "Vas it
wri ting down of the interest. The House not only natural to assume that others
had been reminded of the large amounts would ask for the same kind of relief 1
of money that had been advanced to He regretted exceedingly that the Bill had
the mining industry that had ·not been been brought forward; but at the same
paid, and of the arrears of selectors' time he would· be the last to be hard on
rents, which were really part of the the farmers. ·1'he land should be occn pied,
purchase mOiley of the land. In neither but he did not desire that men should
of these cases had interest been charged,
be forced to pay who could not pay. The
and there was therefore some reason why Government had not been able to collect
they should not charge interest in the this m.oney, and it might as well be
instance of the irrigation trust.s.
It had written off. If it was written off, there
been said that one could not lose what he was no reason why they should not also
never had. That remark might be applied write off the debts owing by the mining
to the irrigation trusts. rrhe Government ind ustry ·and by the selectors. This was
could not get this money, and they might really the thin end of the wedge, and the
just as well write it off, but he did cer- fnll consequences of it could not now pertainly look on the writing off of so large haps be foreseen.
a sum as £1,000,000 of capital with the
The Hon. "V. 1. WINTER-IRVING
greatest alarm.
He did not know how stated that he never heard a speech dethe Government were going to collect any livered in the House that he regretted
of their debts at all if they were to write mOTe than the speech of Mr. Melville on
off their liabilities in this way. He looked this Bill. The honorable member looked
on this ·as a Bill to encourage repudiation. at the question from a very narrow point
I t was the commencement of repudiatioh of view-the point of view of the banks
in Victoria. He regarded the matter from in Melbourne. Who was it that filled the
a financial point of view. A budding coffers of the banks but the farmers and
politician visited California, and came the miners ~ Victoria had its population
back to the colony full of enthusiasm for of over 1,000,000, and its prosperity
irrigation. The country was to be pro- was largely due to settlement on the
vided with an ample supply of water; but, land.
The Government had made it
unfortunately, he did not fully consider their business to encourage irrigation.
the question of where the water was to be The works which had been constructed
got from. A very large sum of money were very much larger than honorable
was borrowed for this irrigation craze members were led to expect in the first
The instance. For example, it was estimated
from the English bond-holders.
English capitalists lent their money, know- that the amount to be expended on the
ing that they had a lien on the irrigation Gonlburn weir would be £12,500, but
trusts and on the lands of the colony. that weir had cost £125,000.
For a
Now it was proposed to release the lands distance of 25 miles a channel 192 feet
to the extent of £1,000,000.
"Vhat wide was cut, with a view to making a
would the English capitalists say if the reservoir 16} miles square, to hold 22 feet
Government went to England to borrow of water. That reservoir was never made,
more money 1 Would they not say that and consequently the channel was three
much of the security they had had times larger than was required. A channel
been taken from them and that they of 40 feet wide would have been sufficient.
refused, therefore, to lend any more That was Government engineering. But
of their money 1 That might be one there was a large population settled in
result, and the credit of the colony in th::tt part of the colony which would never,
England might be seriously injured have settled there but for the water supply
by the passing of this Bill.
It had ,thus provided. Th~ countI;y had been·
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benefited by getting men who were its
bone and sinew to cultivate the land there.
The other day he addressed a meeting of
4,000 'persons, whereas 25 years ago they.
could not have got a gathering of 25 persons in that district. It was a great mistake to speak of' repudiation, as Mr.
Melville had done. What were the railways for ~ To carry the produce of the
country. If people did not grow produce
it would not be of the slightest use making railways, and if people were not enabled
to settle on the land, what \vas the use of
the country ~ It would be better to
vacate the land and clear Gut of the
country altogether. Mr. :Melville spoke
of the matter from the suburban point of
view, but it should not be dealt with in
that way.
In the interests of the
country every ~eans should be employed to get people on the land, and
keep them there. 'Wherever water supply
was provided, people could be induced to
settle. It would be a wise thing to write
down the capital of these trusts. (Mr.
Melville-" In some places the water
supply has added a value of £20 an acre,
and we in the suburbs have to pay for it.")
'rhe people in the suburbs did not pay for
it. They erected honses, grain sheds, &c.,
but if those grain sheds were not filled
with produce from the country, both their
sheds and houses were of no value. The
people of Melbourne and the suburbs were
living upon the country entirely. Melbourne was no good at all unless backed
up by the people in the country districts.
The Hon. T. DOWLING stated that he
was one of those who in 1886 strenuously
opposed the borrowing of £4,000,000 for
the purpose of providing a water supply
in certain parts of the colony. Mr.
Simmie had mentioned that the water
supply works were carried out under
Government supervision, and of course
the Act that was passed was a measure to
enable the Government to do exactly what
they wanted to do in the matter. Another
honorable member' said that the Government forced the di&tricts in question into
these schemes.
How ridiculous and
absurd that statement was. How wise
people were after the event. 'Who composed the Government ~ The representatives of the people. When he (Mr.
Dowling) moved that the Water Bill
should be read that day six months, not
even Mr. Melville or any other member
supported his proposal. Booms of various
kinds would take pl~ce, and the water
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supply schemes which had proved so costly
were the result of a water boom which
never ought to have occurred. But was
there no moral that they could draw from
the present difficulty ~ 'rhe moral he drew
was that the State could never be a money
lender or a landlord, because the State
was a shifting quantity. However, he did
not see much in the difficulty. The Government bad acted very wisely in the
matter, although he would like some
explanation as to the principle on which
the different trusts had 1:ieen treated.
The people would nl1ve these water supply
schemes, and as they sowed they must
reap. They had now to find the money
to cover the deficiencies on the schemes.
That meant thl1t the rest of the community would have to pay the piper,
which they could well afford to do in view
of the enormons amount of wealth that
the natural illdustries of the colony were
producing at the present time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through committee without amendment.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he
begged to moveTh~Lt the report of the committee on this Bill
be taken into consideration to-morrow.

Sir FHEDERICK SAHGooD.-No, now.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Finish it tonight; why put it off until to-morrow ~
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT asked why
not ~ (The Hon. J. Balfour-" There is
no occasion to do so.") There was no particular hurry.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked
that many honorable members had lost
their trains in order to help the Government to put this Bill through at the present sitting, and having done that it was
due to them that the Solicitor-General
should ask the House to put it through
all stages.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT observed t.hat
he was very sorry if Mr. Davies and other
honorable members had been put to any
personal inconvenience. If it was the wish
of honorable members that the Bill should
be put through all its stages on the present occasion, he could not object. He
was not responsible for the time t.hat had
been occupied over the Bill, the second
reading of which he proposed in a very
few words. In accordance with the evident wish of the House he begged to
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Warl'nambool H ospitC!-l ..

,\VARRNAMBOOL HOSPITAL.
Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister of
Railways what was the reason the claim
That the report be now adopted.
of the Warrnambool Hospital for £44,
The motion was agreed to.
expenses incurred in the maintenance and
On the motion of Sir HENRY CUTHtreatment of Thomas Bruton, fatally inBERT, the Bill was then read a third
juredata railway crossing, had not been paid
time, and passed.
by the Commissioner of Railways~ He said
The House acljournedat thirteen minutes
he desired to give a short explanation in
past ten o'clock.
order to show why he thought this amount
ought to be paid. On the 28th March,
1898, at a crossing on the railway line at
LEGISLATIVE .i\SSE~1BLY. Dennington, a train ran into a vehicle
driven by a man called Dill, who had as
Tuesday, November 28,1899.
his companion Thomas Bruton, who was
in Dill's employ. Dill was severely inWages of Factory Employl!s - Warl'nambool HospitalGrain Freights-Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus jured, receiving a scalp wound, while
Company's Act 1883 Further Amendment Bill-Lands Bruton's injury resulted in death. Bruton
Department: Transfer of Mi'. J. R. Jackson-Assent was treated and maintained in the 'Varrto BillS-Municipal Valuations Bill-Ventilation of nambool Hospital for 22~ weeks, and the
Mines Board-Neerim South and Neerim Railway- case was rather an expensive one to the
Newtown and Pitfiela Railway-Immigration Reiitriction Bill-Supply: Votes on Account--Consolidated institution. For his treatment and mainRevenue Bill (No. 4)-Supply: The Speaker: Salaries tenance the hospital asked the modest
of Public Officers: Clerk of the Legislative Assem- remuneration of £44. One strong reason
bly: Government Astronomer: Assistant Government why this money should be paid was the
Statist: Electoral Registrars: Registrars of Births fact that the railway authorities recogand Deaths: Agricultural Statistics: Police-Personal
nised the justice of the claim by their
Explanation: Mr. Kirton-Late Sittings.
action in paying the other man who was
injured a sum of money amounting
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past to £137 or £147.
The Railway defour o'clock p.m.
partment, however, had refused to
liquidate this equitable claim of the
-WAGES OF FACTORY.EMPLOYES.
Warrnambool Hospital. He (Mr. Murray)
Mr. GAIR asked the Chief Secretary
had placed this matter a long time
the following questions :....:.....
since before the MiniRter of Rail1. If he is correctly reported in the Herald
ways, who was very sympathetic, and
newspaper of the 31st of October htst to have
stated that, in his opinion, the money
stated that there is one very dangerous factory,
namely, a factory in which a small number of
ought to be paid. The Minister promised
persons are employed in the manufactue of amto bring the matter before the Railways
munition safety-fuse, where the average wage
Commissioner,
but he (Mr. Murray) had
paid to women and girls is only lIs. 5d. per
heard nothing further about it since. He
week?
trusted that the Minister of Rail ways
2. If so, has he any objection to name the
firm alluded to, or to say that he did not refer
would, on this occasion, give what he
to the firm of Bickford, Smith, and Company,
thought was rather rare to honorable
.
of Bendigo?
members asking questions-a satisfactory
Mr. PEACOCK.-The answers to the reply.
honorable member's questions are as folMr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-On two dis-'
low:tinct occasions I brought this matter
1. No. What I stated was that in one danbefore the commissioner, and I am quite
gerous trade, namely, the manufacture of amcertain that I informed the honorable
munition and safety fuses, in which, however,
mem ber that the commissioner could not
only a small number of persons were employed,
recognise such a claim. The commisthe average wage for women and girls was only
lIs. 5d. a week
sioner stated that if everyone who re2. I did not refer to any particular firm, and
ceived any injury and went to a hospital
therefore, did not refer to the firm of Bickford
was able to make a claim against the
and Company, of Bendigo. I quoted from an
Railway department for the time he was
appendix to the Chief Inspector's annual report,
and he is under the Act prohibited from refer- ' maintained by hospital authorities, the
ring by name to any particular occupier of a
commissioner would never know where
factory or work-room, or preparing his report so
such claims would end. He also stated
as to readily admit of the identification of any
that there was no precedent in the
such occupier.
withdraw his previous proposal, and to
move-
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the reduction being on old wheat and new
wheat alike. But certain representations
were made to the department that, as the
farmers were bringing in their new produce, the reduction for the purpose of
affording them relief should apply to new
wheat from the 1st December. That
reduced rate will accordingly commence
from that day as regards new wheat. I
may point out to the honorable member
that station-masters know quite well what
is new wheat and what is old wheat.
Mr. GRAHAl\1.-They know· nothing
about it.
Mr. LANGDON.-Why make a disGRAIN FREIGHTS.
tinction ~
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister of
Mr. H. R. ,VILLIAMS--There was no
Railways if he would consider the pro·
distinction
made at first, but representaposal with regard to the new grain
freights so far as it applied to the carriage ( tions were made by the farmers that
of old wheat, and allow all wheat, there should be a distinction. They
whether old or new, to be carried at the said that the reduced rate was made for
proposed new rate from the 1st December the purpose of relieving the producers,
next ~ He stated that the arrangement and as their new crops were coming in
which had been entered into by the they asked that the new wheat should get
Railway department with regard to the the benefit of the reduction without waitcarriage of wheat, by distinguishing· ing until th~ 1st of Januar'y.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE. - ""Vhy make two
between new wheat and old wheat, seemed
to him a most extraordinary one. He bites of a cherry ~
ventured to say that in no other railway
Mr. H. R. ""VILLIAMS.-I admit that
system in the world had such a thing ever there is not much in the matter.
been heard of. He also desired to point
Mr. LANGDON said that he desired to
out that the arrangement was pressing ask the Minister of Railways whether he
very heavily on the farmers for this would lay on the table a copy of tRe new
reason: All the old wheat in the country grain freights and have copies circulated ~
district at present belonged to the N umbers of people in the country districts
farmers, and not to speculators. It was did not know anything about them.
in their hands, and' the commissioner's
Mr. H. R. ""VILLIAMS. - I shall be
proposal to make a different charge most happy to circulate copies of the llew
for old wheat from new wheat, by con- rates among honorable members.
tinuing the old charge on the former
up to the 1st of January, was having
MELBOURNE TRAMvVAY AND
the result that at some of the country stations farmers were now getting OMNIBUS COMPANY'S ACT 1883
FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
1d. per bushel less for old wheat than
Mr. COOK asked the Premier whether,
for new, whereas in all previous seasons
the exact reverse had been the case. He in view of the unavoidable .postponement
trusted that the arrangement would be of the Tramways Bill, the Government
countermanded. He would like to know would make it a Government measnre or
who was to be the judge of what was old afford time for its discussion ~ He said the
and what was new wheat ~ Was the Premier would recollect that it was owing
commissioner going to· employ a host to a chain of unfortunate circumstances
of experts for this purpose ~
The that this Bill had not been considered. It
thing was an absurdity on the face of affected a great number of people, and it
it, and the regulation ought to be was really not the fault of the House that
repealed, and all wheat gain the immediate it had not been dealt with. Under the
benefit of the reduction.
circumstances, he thought honorable
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-It was origin- members were justified in asking that the
ally intended that the reduction in wheat Premier should make this a Government
rates should start on the 1st of January, measure, seeing that the Government
department for such a claim, and that he
could not possibly recognise it. If the
honorable member did not receive that
information from me more than four or
five months ago, I am very greatly mistake'-:l; in fact, I am sure he did.
Mr. MURRAY.-,Vhy did the Railway
department pay compensation to the
other man 1
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-The other
man's case was quite a different case
altogether.
Mr. MURRAy.-They were both injured
together.
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appointed a commission in the first place
to inquire into the question. In his
opinion, it ought to have been a Government measure in the first instance.
.

Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The Bill in
question is first on the business- paper on
Wednesday, 6th December. I do not propose to interfere with private members'
business on that night, and therefore the
Bill will have precedence after half-past
eight o'clock.
LANDS DEPARTMENT.
TRANSFER OF MR. J. R. JACKSON.
Mr. GILLIES stated that he had been
requested by a number of honorable members to ask the Premier when the report
and evidence of the select committee on
the Jackson case would be laid on the
table of the House for the purpose of distribution among honorable members ~ The
number of weeks that had elapsed since
the inquiry without the report and evidence being circulated was quite unusual,
and honorable members would like to
know when they were to receive the report
and the evidence together. He did not
think that was an unreasonable question,
considering the time that had elapsed
since the inquiry.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honorable member must be under some misapprehension with regard to weeks having
elapsed. The report was only presented
at the end of the week before last. It was
laid on the table in the ordinary way, and
has been sent to the Government" Printer
to be printed with the evidence prior to
yirculation in the ordinary way. 1 shall
send to the Government Printer to ask
him to expedite the printing of the report
and evidence, and will have it circulated as
quickly as possible.
Mr. GILLIES remarked that the House
was now within a very short period of the
end of the ses&ion, and he did not think it
was satisfactory to anyone that the report
and evidence in this case should not have
been in the hands of honorable members
before this. He made this remark for the
sake of all honorable members, and for
the sake of the House itself.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I will have it
sent out as quickly as possible.
ASSENT TO BILLS.
Sir GEORGE TURNER presented a
message, intimating. that, at the Government Officer, thc"t day, His Excellency the
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Governor gave his assent to· the Pilots'
Advance Repayment Act 1898 Amendment Bill, the Railway and Public "Vorks
Loan Application Act 1898 Further
Amendment Bill, the Surplus Revenue
Bill, and the Government Three Per Cent.
Stock Bill.
PETITION.
A petition was presented by Mr. BROWN,
from the president and members of the
shire council of Shepparton, praying that
provision would be made to give effect
to the proportional system of repre··
sentation in the election of senators to
represent Victoria in the Federal Parliament.
.MUNICIPAL VAL UArrIONS BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Council, with a message intimating
that they had agreed to the same with
amendments.
The amendments were ordered to be
taken into consideration on the following
day.
VENTILATION OF MINES BOARD.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the board appointed on the 18th July,
1898, to deal with the applications which have
been received for the bonus of £1,000 offered by
the Government for the best method of ventilating mines having i"ncurred liabilities to the
amount of the maximum expenditure fixed by
this House on the 1st September, 1898, and not
yet having finally dealt with such applications,
the House concurs in the expenditure by such
board, for the purposes.of their inquiry and report, of a further sum of £250.

He said-I may explain that a sum of
£250 has been previously voted by Parliament for the purposes of this board, and
£35 remains unexpended. The Government are anxious that further inventions
may be tested, but the difficulty that confronts the board is that what may be a
cure for bad ventilation in one district is
not applicable to another. The board is
desirous of having tests made in different
districts, as the features of the various
mines are entirely dissimilar. We propose to place at their disposal this sum, so
that they may transact their work.
Mr. FOSTER seconded the motion.
Mr. KIRTON.-I think the House is
entitled to know the exact position of this
inquiry, and when the board is likely to
furnish Parliament with its report. Honorable members - especially' the mining.
members-are aware that the board has
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beEm sit.ting for some considerable time it. But I am sure if he considers the
past. - They have done very good work; importance of it and the real difficulty
but it is about time that finality and complexity of its nature, and conwas reaehed in connexioll with the matter. siders also that the board has only been
The mining members are p~infully aware eleven months sitting, during which time
of the fact that, owing to defects in the it has furnished a progress report, he will
ventilation of mines, tpe lives of millers be- satisfied that there has been no unare being cut short, and numbers of necessary delay. The board are now on
minel's are contracting diseases. It is the verge of finding a solution of the
highly desirable that this board should difficulty. I know that not only mining
arrive at a conclusion without delay as to members, but every member of this
the merits of the various inventions which House, has the interests of the men
have been placed before them. I have working underground at heart, and the
no desire to say one word about the Government are really anxiolls to see
personnel of the board. I be1ieve it is the question solved. We are simply
composed of gentlemen fully qualified to now asking for £250 to complete the inform an opinion on any invention which vestigation which has taken place, and I
may be placed before them. I believe that, believe I may say, with a good deal of
on the whole, they have the confidence of satisfaction to myself and to the Governthe minil)g community. But it must be ment, that we are now on the right lines
borne in mind that the board has sat for solving the difficulty. I can assure the
for a long t.ime, and questions have honorable member that no ulUlecessary
been addressed to the )Iinister of :Mines delay whatever has occurred.
l\~fr. HAMIL TON.-I am pleased to
on various occ:1sions as to ,yhen the
report of the board was likely to be forth- hear the Minister of Mines say that he
thinks the department is on the right
coming.
.
Mr. PEAcocK.-The first progress report lines in regard to this qnestion. At the
same time, I cannot help commending the
was sent in some time ago.
Mr. KIRTON.-I am a,ware of that, but honorable member for Ballarat ",Vest
we seem to be as far off as ever from a (Mr. Kirton) for bringing this important
matter forward. I nnderst~tnd that the
final conclusion.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is a very big question. board has spent some £250, and has been
Mr. KIHTON.-It is a very big and a eleven or twelve months spending it. Is
very complex question, but the board there any probability of their taking as long
should be made aware of the fact that to spend the sum which the House is now
there is 8very need for a speedy conclusion asked to vote as they were in spending
of their labours. I trust that the fact of the last £250 ~ I urge upon the House
my referring to the matter will have the the great importance of this question, and
effect of stimulating the board towards a the need of the board coming to a speedy
conclusion as speedily as possible. I know conclusion with regard to it. I know all
that the mining members and the mining the members of the board, and- am aware
districts and the miners themselves are that they are earnest in their work, but I
awaiting the result of the investigations do not kno\v whether they feel, as they
of the board with very great interest should do, the importance of expediting
the matter as much as thev can.
indeed.
Mr. FosTER.-They ar~ indeed ,doing
Mr. PEAcucK.-The mine-owners also.
Mr. KIRTON.~Every section of the ,so.
Mr. HAMILTON.-Perhaps so. I know
mining community is anxious to know
the board's conclusions. It is impossible it is a matter of immense importance.
to over-estimate the value of the work of Miners, as I have stated in the House frethis body. I felt bound to make this quently, are suffering, in fact, dying, on
statemen t, believing that there has been account of the bad ventilation of mines;
unnecessary delay; and if any action and no amount of money we are likely to
which may be taken in this House on this spend here will be considered excessive if
occasion will have the effect of hastening anything can be done to improve the condition of the mines. I onlv rise to once
the conclusions it will be justified.
Mr. FOSTEH.-I qu~te agree with the more urge a little more exp"edition on the·
honorable member for Ballarat l.N est (Mr. part of the board and the department. I
Kirton) that this matter is of sufficient am sure that every mining member feels
importance for him to draw attention to • the importance of the matter very keenly I
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indeed, and realizes the need that the
board should hurry up as much as it can.
Mr. BURTON.-The cogent remarks
which have been made by previous
speakers, with regard to the urgency of
this matter, are not at all too strong. I
heartily concur in the action of the Chief
Secretary in asking that this sum of
money should be placed at the disposal of
the board. My only regret in the matter
is that there has been any necessity for
delay in proceeding with the matter, and
that nothing final is yet settled. vYe all
know that some six months ago exhaustive trials were made in one mine
in Ballarat, which conclusively proyed
that some little advances had been
made, but beyond that I am not aware
that there has been justification for the
statement of the Mininter of Mines that
we are within reach of finality. I hope
sincerely that he is right in that statement, but from reading the report, and
knowing the experiments that have been
made, I am not so hopeful as he appears to
be. I trust the honorable gentleman is in
receipt of information beyond what the
report shows, and that we are indeed
, within reach of finality. I w::mld point
out, and I would urge upon the Chief
Secretary and the Minist.er of Mines, that
the difficulty in the way of rapid action by
the board 1ies in the fact that the hands of
two gentlemen who are members of it ate
so full of other work. 'We cannot but
acknowledge that they are in great
difficulties with regard to holding as
many meetings as are necessary. I believe
the laymen of the board, as I may call
them, would be willing to meet much
more often; but we know that gentlemen
like Mr. Howitt and Mr. Stirling cannot
give the time to the matter which they
would like to give, on account of the
various other duties they have to discharge. What I would suggest to the
Minister of Mines is that he should free
the hands of these gentlemen of other
work for the time being, in order that
they may give their attention to this important subject.
I can tell honorable
members that nearly 15 per cent. of the
miners in certain districts are being sacrificed everyyear through this problem of bad
ventilation not being solved. Surely that is
aterrible statement to make. But it is borne
out by facts within the cognizance of the
Amalgamated Miners' Association, whose
books show that from 12 to 15 per cent.
of the men die every year from the effects
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of bad ventilation. I do not say that the
mines all over the colonv are so bad, but
with regard to some ni'ines expressions
might be used which had better not be
used with regard to the way the health of
the miners is attended to. What I desire
to impress upon the Ministry is the desirability of a spe~dy termination of the
inquiry, which might be facilitated by the
hands of Mr. Howitt and Mr. Stirling being
freed, so that they might give their whole
attention to this matter. If £250 more
is necessary, by all means let it be· voted.
Parliament, I am quite certain, has no desire that the proceedings of the board
should be delayed through want of means.
Mr. PEACOCK.-There has been a difficulty in getting mines in which to try
experimen ts.
Mr. BURTON.-I know the attitude of
every mau in this House with regard to
questions of this sort. When it is a
matter of the lives of the people being
affected, a question of pounds, shillings,
and pence does not stand in the way at
all. It should not be a matter of waiting
for supplies.
Mr. Fos'l.'ER.-The Government are willing to gi ve them all the nioney that is
required.
Mr. BURTON.-Yesj give them all the
money they req uire, even if ten times the
amount now asked for is necessary. It is
borne out by medical records that the
statement I have made in regard to
some of the mines is not at all overdrawll.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-lf the honorable member had asked for £1,000, there
would not have been any objection to it.
This is not a question of money at all; it
is a question that afiects the mining community and the employers just as much
as the employes, and they are most anxious
for a final settlement of it. It has undoubtedly been delayed.
Mr. FOS'I.'ER.-N ot unnecessarily; the
difficul ties are very great.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-To me it has
been a mystery why we have been so long
in dealing with it. I thought that the
improvements in the ventilation of mines
had been brought to ~uch perfection in the
old country that some suitable system
would easily have been obtained without
a special investiga~ion here. Let us adopt
some system at once, even if it is only
temporary. The employers in my district
are most anxious that some finality should
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be arrived at. I am quite sure that it is
not any consideration of money that is
keeping the matter back. There is some
dilatoriness somewhere. . The Minister
should be able to determine which is the
best of the in;entions that have been submitted. I should not hesitate if I were in
the Minister's position to go outside of
the board and to deal with the question.
If he did so, he would have the support
not only of the miners, but of everybody
who is interested in mines. I trust that
the honorable gentleman will press the
matter on with all possible expedition.
The motion. was agreed to.
NEERIM SOUTH AND NEERIM
RAILWAY.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS movedThat in the opinion of this Rouse it is not
expedient to carry out the work of constructing
the Neerim South to Neerim Railway.

He said-The Railways Standing Committee have reported that this line will
not pay, on account of the large expenditure that will be necessary to construct it,
and the smallness of the revenue that
will be obtained, and they desire that
further information should be got and
surveys made, in order to ascertain if
a cheaper line-ev~n a narrow··gauge line
-would not serve all purposes. It is
necessary to free the committee from this
railway before any other line r.an be referred to it, and I merely formally move
. this motion, because the information
required to enable it to be referred back
for consideration cannot be procured now.
It will take eight or nine months to furnish
all the information that the committee
want to enable them to come to a proper
judgment as to whether a cheaper line
could not be constructed to N eerim township. I simply ask the House to agree
to tHe motion, in order that I may propose
the reference of another line to the Railways Standing Committee.
rl'he motion was agreed to.
NEWTOvVN AND PITFIELD
RAIL,\YAY.
t
Mr. H. R. ,\VILLIAMS movedThat the construction of a line of railway
fro 111 Newtown to Pitfield be referred to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways for consideration and report.

He said-Of all the lines that are being
asked for at the present time, perhaps this
is the first that was demanded. A great
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many of the people of Ballarat thought that
a connexion should be made between that
great mining centre and the vast country
round about it and the Beech Forest
district, in order that the timber in the
Beech Forest might be made available for mining purposes. I visited the.
country, and very minutely inspected it.
Whilst no doubt what they said with
regard to the desirability of getting the
timber to Ballarat was true, yet, when I
looked at the country and saw the character of the settlement between Newtown
and Beeac, I found that the population
was extremely sparse for about 26 miles,
and th~t the mining populaLion within 11
miles from Ballarat, at Pitfield Plains and
a little further on to Rokewood, was of a
temporary and migratory character. The
people there were engaged in alluvial
mining, and honorable menibers know
that alluvial mining can never be looked
upon as permanent. rrhe mines may be
worked out in two or three years, and had
the district only that kind of mining
population, I should not have considered
myself justified in proposing that the line
be referred to the committee.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-All the Ballarat
mines are more or less alluvial.
Mr. H. R. '\VILLIAMS.-The line would
not pay between the two points, and, in
addit.ion to that, it would diminish much
of the revenue which we derive at the
present time from the bringing of mining
timber round over present lines that have
long been constructed.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YHE.- Deep alluvial
mining is as permanent almost as quartz
mining.
Mr. H. R ,\VILLIAMS.-It is not.
Many of the Smeaton mines have been
worked out, and others are not nearly as
prosperous as they were some time ago.
The population there has also been greatly
reduood.
.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-It will como
again.
Mr. H. H. ,\VILLIAMS.-I said when I
was in the district that if the reef werediscovered and developments made which
would indicate that the mining in that.
particular part· of the country would be
permanent, it would be my duty, as soon
as convenient, to ask the Honse to refer
this line to the Rail ways Standing Committee for consideration. I am happy to
say that what I really thought at that
time has come to pass. Heefs have been
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discovered there, and they are to all appearances ofa permanent and enduring
character. In the next place, it would be
most inexpedient at the present time to
construct a line from Newtown to Beeac,
because the development of the mines
there do not at present indicate that the
line which has been surveyed would be
the one that would ulti.mately be constructed when the mines were fully developed. A. large detour would have to
be made to the west of the present SUl'·veyed line. Holding these opinions, I
asked the R.ailways Commissioner to fUl'nish me with his views with regard to the
desirability of the construction of this line,
and he has reported to me in the following
manner:PROPOSED LINE NEWTOWN TO
PITFIELD PLAINS.
Herewith the commissioner has the honour to
submit, as desired by the Honorable the Minister, report, in usual form, showing the probable
result to the department if this proposal be
adopted.
As the traffic to and from Pitfield would;
owing to the development of the mines at that
place, probably be somewhat larger than that
to and from Linton, the estimate of expenditure
is based on the additional cost likely to be incurred by making the Pitfield service a. through
one from Ballarat, and accommodating Linton
with a branch service.
In either case, owing to the short distance
between Newtown and Pitfield Plains (11'3
miles), and Newtown and Linton (6 miles), the
branch service will be expensive to work.
"Vith reference to the Honorable the Minister's query as to the desirability of carrying the
proposed line on to join the Irrewarra to Beeac
line at Beeac, a further distance of about 26
miles, the commissioner is informed that there
is nothing in the intervening country to justify
the expenditure that would be involved.
Such a connexion \vould, of course, form a
shorter rail route from Pitfield and Ballarat to
the Cape Otway Forest country, but as there is
already rail connexion, via Geelong, it would
simply mean that the revenue now obtained by
existing lines would be depleted, while any
business won from the roads would be insufficient to make good the loss thus entailed.

I may say, so far as the mining in the
Pitfield district is concerned, that last
winter many of the mines were shut down
()n account of the difficulty of getting
timber to the district. In fact, it was represented to me that the roads were
almost impassable, and that it was all but
inlpossible to get heavy timber to the district. The report of the Hailways Commissioner, in regard to the revenue and
expenditure of this line, was not of such
an encouraging character as I should like,
but I am informed that the possibilities of
Mr. H. R. Williams.
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early developments in the district are of
such a nature that it is very probable that
within twelve months this will be a good
paying line. The length of the line, according to the Railways Commissioner's
r~port, will be 11 miles, the ruling grade
1 in 40, and the sharpest curve 20 chains
radius. The Engineer-in-Chief estimates
the cost of construction at £3,483 per
mile, or a total of £39,360. The actual
cost is as follows :-Interest on capital expel~ded at 3~ per cent., £1,380;
working expenses, locomotive, £600 ;
traffic, £270; and.permanent way, £620.
Total working expenses £1,490, and the
total annual cost £2,870. !fhe estimated
revenue is as follows :-Passengers,£550;
goods, other than minerals, £720; all other
traffic, £.190-total, £1,460. The revenue
from carriage over existing railways of
new traffic due to the construction of the
line, less 60 per cent. for working expenses,
is estimated at £400. The total revenue
would therefore be £1,860, leaving a
deficit of £1,010. This is for a service of
one train per day each ,yay, five days per
week, and two trains each way on Satur":
days. If there were two trains on five
days of the week, and three on Saturdays,
the deficit would be £1,200 a year. I do
not think, to begin with, it will be necessary
to have more than one train a day on this
line until the traffic considerably develops.
rrhe deficit then would be £1,010, but
there is not the slightest doubt. that the
outlook in the district is very encouraging.
I think that when the Railways Standing
Committee fully investigates all the circumstances, they will b~ led to the conclusion that Parliament would be warranted in authorizing the construction of
the line with as little delay as possible. I
have, therefore, much pleasure in submitting this motion.
Mr. KIR1'ON.-I have always thought
that the procedure in connexion with the
introduction of a Railway Bill is superfluous, inasmuch as the whole ground has
to be travelled over again, subsequently,
after an exhaustive inquiry by the Railways Standing Committee. So far as the
merits of t.is proposed railway are concerned, I think that the Bill for its construction should have been introduced
twelve months ago. During the last two
or three years there has been a remarkable
mining development at Pitfield and in the
adjacent district, which has assumed a
character of permanency. It is not too
much to say that one mine alone, the
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Glenfine South, promises to become OIle of
the richest quartz mines in the colony. Last
winter the roads between Scarsdale and
Pitfield were almost impassable, and the
miners found it exceedingly difficult to
travel between Ballarat and Pitfield.
Mr. FOSTEH.-W e helped them there.
Mr. KUtTON.-Yes, the Minister did
come to the assistance of the miners at a
very critical time. 1 do not l:egar~ this
line as a terminus but. as a lmk m the
Beech Forest line. 'The Minister of Railways has referred to the country between
the Pitfield Plains and the Beech Forest.
I had an opportunity of going over that
country on one occasion, and .1 venture to
say that it possesses geo!oglCal fe.atures
which justify 011e in hopm~ that m the
not distant future there WIll be several
gold-fields opened up between Pitfield
Plains and the Beech Forest, and that the
Pitfield Plains line will pay. The carriao-e of timber alone will be a very important factor ill making the line pay, altogether apart from the passen~er tra~c.
There is a very large populatIOn at Pltfield at the present time, and i~ is s~re to
increase. 1 trust that the motIOn WIll be
agreed to. I have not the .slightest d?ubt
that the Railways Standmg CommIttee
will see itR way to recommend the construction of the line.
Mr. LEVIEN.-The reference of many
lines of railway to the Railways Standing
Committee during the time that t~e
present Minister of Railways has been m
office has been a perfect farce. Only ~he
the other day the Minister, in proposmg
to refer the N eerim line to it, said he had
satisfied himself that it was an excellent
line and one that should be constructed.
N m~ he tells us that more information is
required, and that it will take several
months to obtain that information. The
honorable gentleman has described what
he regards as· the excellent prospects of
.this Pitfield Plains line. I understand
that the department estimate that there
will be a loss upon the line. The hon.orable gentleman said, also, that th.e hne
was needed for .the conveyance of tImber.
I do not know whether he was referring
to firewood.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I said mining
timber generally.
Mr. LEVIEN.-1 presume that that
would include firewood, and yet the
Minister supported the closing of the
Wellsleydale line, on which there are large
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quantities of firewood .availab~e that
would be sent to. market If the hne were
open and reasonable rates were charged.
I say that under such circumstances
the reference of these lines to the Railways Standing Comrr.ittee is wors~ tha~
a farce; it is an insult to the mtelhgence of Parliament. It is simply humbugging the House and the country, and
the sooner we revert to the old system the
better.
Mr. GURR.-The Minister has practically asked the House. not to c~rry the
motion he has submItted to It.
He
has pointed out that if the line is constructed it will mean a loss of over £1,000
per annum, and' yet, in the face of that
fact, he refuses to re-open the 'VV'ensleydnle
line on which there was only a loss of
£300 per annum. He will not open that.
line even for a few months in the year, to
enable the people in the district who have
stock to bring it to market. I cannot un·
derst~nd, therefore, why he should ask us
to refer to the Hailways Standing Committee a 1ine on which it is shown that
there will be a loss of over £1,000 a year.
There are over 8,000 tons of firewood and
tens of thousands of posts and rails waiting to be brouO'ht from 'Vensleydale to
the market. The fact that the Minister
will not re-open that line is proof that in
submitting this motion he is not sincere.
The honorable member for Ballarat 'Vest
(Mr. Kirton) has stated that this is to be
only a link in a line that is to be constructed from Pitfield to Beeac. If
we go on constructing lines like that w~ich
is now proposed, we shall soon be III a
worse position than we were in the past
in regard to non-paying lines. The direct
line from Melbourne to Ballarat shows an
immense loss eyery year, and now it is proposed to construct a line from Newtown
to Pitfield, which will show a still further
loss of £1,000 per annum. The House
should hesitate before it agrees to the
motion. If the Minister's figures are correct, they afford a reason why the motion
should be rejected.
Mr. MUHRAY.--I was very glad to
hear the honorable member for Ballarat
'Vest (Mr. Kirton) express the opinion
that there is a prospect of a very large
mining development between Pitfield and
Beeac. If that statement came from the
honorable member's colleague (Mr.
Vale) it would carry weight, b.ecause ~e
is a geoloO'ical expert, more partICularly 111
regard t~ coal.
According· to the
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honorable member for Ballarat West (Mr.
Kirton) there is gold in this district, and
no doubt, according to his honorable
colleague, there is coal. Coal and gold
are among the most valuable minerals
that we possess, and that would be
sufficient justification for the proposal to
refer this line to the Railways Standing
Committee. But there is a great deal of
truth in what the honorable member for
Barwon
said,
and that
is, that
there is something farcical in the remission of many lines to the Railways
Standing Committee. 'fhis procedure will
remain farcical until the Railways Stand·
ing Committee is properly equipped, as it
ought to be. I do not say that it is not
equipped with the average amount of
brains that we should expect to find in
such a body, but so far as expert knowledge is concerned, it simply has to act
upon the information it receives. That
information comes from an officer of
the Rail way department. Our expp,rience
teaches us that the estimates of that
gentleman are, often of a very unreliable
character, and are amended from time to
time, the last estimate differing very
What I contend
widely from the first.
is that the Railways Standing Committee, if it is to be an efieetive
body, should have attached to it
an independent engineer, who would l11ake
calculations of his own and correct the
estimates of the officers of the Railway
department. Very frequently one calculation is made to substantiate some previous calculation, but we often find that
the committee and the officers of the
Railway department are in antagonism.
I say that, considering what an extensive
concern out Rail way department is, we
should have engineers with higher credentials than any engineer in the service
of the Railway department at the present
time. At any rate, we should have a
thoroughly qualified engineering expert,
independent of the control of the Minister
of Railways or of the Commissioner of
Rail ways, to advise the Railways Standing
Committee as to the probable cost and the
revenue and expenditure of any proposed
line.
Mr. VALE.-There is a marvellous
difference in the railway management of
the different colonies.
Here the whole
desire of the Railway department seems
to be to block business and public convenience. I could not help noticing the
difference in the methods adopted in
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another colony that is supposed to be
somewhat behind its neighbour. There
they take the lines not only to the district,
but to the mines themselves. The firewood
and other material essential to the working
of the various mines can be taken from
the railway straight to the mines. Here it
would be useless to make any suggestion
of that kind to our £3,500 a year man.
And even in the House proposals that are
made to meet the requirements of the
mining industry do not receive that
consideration which ought to be given
to them from the department. I very
much doubt whether the estimate of
the cost of the construction of this
line is reliable. I believe that it is excessive. From what I know of the district I
think that the line could be constructed
for a much less sum. Any honorable
member who listened to the reports that
have been prepared would imagine that
only the mines in the Pitfield district would
be served by this line. But along the
route of the line there are mines which
bid fair to become profitable. I am perfectly astounded at the nature of the
objections offered to its conl'3truction.
Some honorable members appear to speak
only for their own districts. They imagine
that they are serving the interests of their
own districts by disparaging others.
What is the condition of Pit field 1 It
is really one of the most rising mining
districts in the colony, and, so far,
the results ,are such as to justify the
expenditure of a large amount of capital,
from which, I take it, the country will
obtain some return. It is an accepted fact
that of all the wages paid in the colony 10
per cent. goes to the Government through
the Customs, and. yet we are told that we
are not to assist the mining industry.
The condition of affairs in this district
last winter was such that on many of the
e1aims the miners were almost compelled
to stop work. They were' unable to obtain a supply of firewood or of coal. Thereis no firewood to be got in the district
within a radius of 10 or 20 miles. It has
to be carried by rail. There is a fair
market also for coal. I am compelled to
come to the conclusion that the figures
presented by the Railway department, both
as to the cost and the probable revenue
of this line, are not worth the paper they
are written on.
Mr. McGREGOR.-The speech of the
honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Gurr) favours the supposition that he
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desires the Pitfield mines to be supplied
with timber, coal, and other requirements,
via Geelong. '1'he Minister has not exaggerated the facts of the case. There is
one of the brightest outlooks in that district. At the present time the Pitfield
mines are yielding 1,000 ozs. of gold per
week, and the stone at the Glenfine South
mine returns 1t ozs. to the ton. Hundreds
of miners on that field have no means of
transit except the primitive stage coach,
and I am sure that the estimate of revenue
from the proposed line has been understated by the Minister of Rail ways.
Mr. MURPHY.-:-I am very pleased to
find that this proposed line is to be referred to the Railways Standing Committee. I would like to see it carried on
to Beeac, because there are scarcely any
engineering difficulties to be overcome,
and if the line is extended into the forest
the mines will be able to get all necessary
supplies of firewood, props, laths, and
sawn timber. I do not wish to say anything against what bas been stated by
the honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Gurr), who naturally desires the traffic
to go round by Geelong, but I would like
to point out that Ballarat is one of the
best markets for produce outside of Mel·
bourne. 'fhis line will not only get a
considerable passenger traffic, but also a
large amount of cattle and goods traffic.
The motion was agreed to.
IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION BILL.
On the motion of Mr. BEST, this Bill
was read a third time.
Mr. BEST drew attention to clause 2
(exemptions). He said that paragraph (1)
of that .clause provided that the Act should
not apply to the officers and crew of any
other vessel landing during the stay of
such vessel in any port in Victoria, subject to the terms and conditions of the
proviso to that paragraph, which set forth
that the offioers and crew had to be mustered, if the Customs officer so required,
and which provided, inter alia thatIf on mustering the crew, it is found that any
person who, according to such articles, formed
portion of the crew, be not present, then such
person shall not be exempt.ed by this paragraph,
and until the contrary be proved, shall be
deemed to have landed in Victoria contrary to
the provisions of this Act, and may be dealt
with accor<jingly, and the master, owner, or
charterer of the vessel to the crew of which
such person belonged, shall be liable to a penalty
of not exceeding One hundred pounds for each
such member of the crew so absent.
Session 1899. -[178]
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He begged to moveThat, after the word" crew," the words" and
who would in the opinion of any such officer be
a prohibited immigrant but for the exemption
contained in this paragraph" be inserted.

This amendment was proposed in order to
remove some ambiguity in the phraseology of the clause pointed out, in committee, by the honorable member for
Lowan.
']'he amendment was agreed to.
Mr. GILLIES (in the absence of Mr.
MADDEN) called attention to clause 8,
I'elating to the liability of the master or
owner of a ship to a penalty for the illegal
landing of prohibited immigrants, and
movedThat the following be added to clause 8 ;"And the vessel may be refused a clearance
outwards until such penalty has been paid or
until provision has been made by the master to
the satisfaction of the officer appointed under
this Act for the conveyance out of the colony of
the prohibited immigrant who may have been
so landed, in which case the penalty is to be
remitted."

Mr. BEST said that he must oppose this
amendment. Sub-section (2)- of clause 8
really covered the whole ground. That
sub:section was not contained in any of
the Immigration Restriction Aets passed
in the other colonies.
Clause 8 was
practically taken word for word, as far as
it 'vent, from the corresponding provision
of the New South Wales measure. The
Government felt that it might operate
harshly, and they therefore qualified it to
some extent by the addition of sub-sect.ion
(2), which was as fol~ows : No penalty shall be imposed under this section on any master or owner of a vessel who
proves to the satisfaction of the court before
which the offence is being inquired into that he
had no knowledge of any prohibited immigrant
being landed from such ves~el contrary to the
provisions of this Act, and that he took all
reasonable precautions to prevent the occurrence
of any such offence.

Consequently, if the master or owner of a
vessel took all reasonable precautions, and
the prohibited immigrant was not landed
with his knowledge and consent, he was to
be free from the penalty provided in
clause 8 if he satisfied the court accordingly. But the onus of taking those
reasonable precautions was thrown on the
master or owner. Sub-section (2) made a
concession which had not been granted in
any other colony, and although it did not
go so far as the amendment of the honorable member for Eastern Suburbs, speaking
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generally, it covered the \vhole ground amendment for the remission of the pento all intents and purposes. The objec- . alty. The idea of the clause was that a shiption he had to the amendment was that it master or owner was not to be liable to
would create a loop-hole through which the penalty unless he knew of the offence,
a real offender might escape. It practic- whereas the amendment provided that if
ally invited a ship-owner or master to be he knew he was bringing in a prohibited
careless, knowing that if he happened to immigran t he could get rid of the
be found out all he had to do was to penalty, which would be imposed when
a;'range for taking away the particular he was found out, provided he took the
prohibited immigrant. (Mr. Gil1ies- prohibited immigrant away. That was
"You are too suspicious altogether.") It too much to expect. There would be no
would be a mistake to adopt the amend- objection to the first part of the amendment. Sub-section (2) was a substantial ment authorizing the authorities to refuse
concession, which really covered the whole the vessel a clearance outwards until the
ground, and therefore might be accepted. penalty was paid. (Mr. Madden-" That
(Mr. Gillies-" In what waJ is it a con- is not what I meant at all.") He (Mr.
cession 1") It was a concession on the Higgins) thought that.
clause as rriginally passed by this ChamMr. IRVINE expressed the opinion that
ber, and on the measures of the other the honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
colonies. (Mr. Gillies-" If this Bill had Higgins) was not perfectly correct in his
been on the lines of the measures in the statement of the meaning of this provision.
other colonies there would not have been It was not sufficient for the person fined
any objection to it.") But if the Bill to prove that he had no knowledge of the
had been framed on the lines of the offence. If the clause stopped there it
measures in the o:.her colonies, it would would meet the case. satisfactorily, but the
not have included this concession in sub- shipmaster or owner must go further, and
section (2). (Mr. Gillies-" But it would prove that he also took all reasonable
have included other concessions which precautions to prevent the occurrence
this Bill does not contain.") Very few, of any such offence. Now, he (Mr.
be could assure the honorable member.
Irvine) would like to see some deMr. MADDEN stated that he was in- fini tion of " reasonable precautions" in
duced to frame this amendment in order such a case as that. How was the man
to get rid of the terrible penalties, up to to take reasonable precautions, for ex£5,000, which could be imposed on a ship- ample, to prevent an idiot being landed in
owner under clause 8. The purport of the colony1 Was he to have all the officers
his proposal was that, if a master or owner and members of the crew and passengers
of a T.'essel remedied the defect of landing examined by experts on insanity 1 What
a prohibited immigrant by causing him to reasonable p(ecautions was the man to
be carried out of the colony, thus leaving take in order to see that no person was
things as they were before, no penalty landed here who, in the opinion of the
should be inflicted. The amendment Minister of Customs, was likely to beprovided that the vessel might be detained come a charge on the public 1 (Dr.
here until that had been done or the Maloney-"That is done by the Agentspenalty paid. He was informed that this General in London at present.") "Reasonprovision, or something very like it, was able precautions" was a plausible expresalready law in New South Wales. The sion, but it was absolutely impossible of
object of the amendment was to give a definition.
shipmaster or owner a chance of escaping
The amendment was negatived without
this most stringent penalty by leaving a division.
things as they were when his vessel
Mr. BEST drew attention to clause 17~
landed here. It was not right that he
should be mulcted in very heavy penalties which provided thatAll contraventions of this Act, or of regulafor the desertion, without his knowledge,
thereunder, and suits for penalties or other
of one of his crew. It was only fair, if tions
moneys not exceeding £100, shall be cognizable
he complied with the conditions of the by any court of petty sessions.
amendment, that he should be allowed to
He said he begged to moveescape the penalty.
That the words "not exceeding £100" be
. Mr. HIGGINS observed that the point
to which the Minister of Customs ob- omitted.
The amendment was agreed to.
jected was in the concluding words of the
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Mr. MURRAY SMITH moved that the
following new clause be added to the
Bill(1) If any person (hereinafter referred to as
the employer) proves to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner that it is necessary or desirable
in connexion with the exercise of the religion or
business of the employer for him to obtain a
permit as hereinafter mentioned, the Commissioner may in writing permit the entry into
Victoria in any year of not more than five persons who have been engaged or employed by
the employer, and who on such entry would
otherwise he prohibited immigrants.
(2) No such permit shall be given unless ~Llld
until the employer and two sufficient sureties
to be approved of by the Commissioner shall
have entered into a bond in· such form as'the
Commissioner directs binding them jointly and
severally and their' executors and administrators
to pay to Her Majesty the sum of £200 for each
person so engaged or employed in the event of
any of the undermentioned conditions not being
duly fulfilled and observed with regard to such
person (that is to say) ; (a) that the employer shall not at anyone
time, directly or indirectly, have in
his employ or service more than five
persons who would, except for the
provisions of this section, be prohibited immigrants, and that no such
persons shall be engaged or employed
in any occupation, business, duties,
or services, other than such as are
necessary in connexion with t,he
exercise of the religion or business of
the employer;
(b) that the employer shall retain in his
own exclusive service and employment every person engaged or E\mployed by him as aforesaid, until
such person is returned as hereinafter mentioned;
(c) that every person engaged and employed
as aforesaid shall, by and at the expense of the employer, be returned
to the country from which he came,
within five years from his arrival in
Victoria, and that, in the event of
the employer's death within the said
five years, every such person so engaged and employed shall, by and at
the expense of the said sureties, be
as soon as possible returned to the
country from which he came; and
that before any such persoll is so
returned seven days' notice in writing of intention to retmn such person shall be given to the Commissioner by the employer or such
sureties as the ca se may be ;
(d) that a distinct statement.in writing of
the names and descriptions of all
persons so engaged and employed,
and the occupation, business, duties,
and services engaged in and performed by them respectively, shall
be furnished by the employer to the
Commissioner in the month of January in each and every year, and
shall be verified by a statutory
declaration of the employer;
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(e) that the employer shall at all times, on
written request of the Commissioner.,
gi ve all proper and reasonable facilities in his power to enable the Commissioner to ascertain whether the
conditions of the bond have been or
are being duly fulfilled or observed.;
and
(f) that the employer and sureties shall
not by any means, direct or indirect,
attempt to evade the conditions of
the said bonel.

He said he understood the Government
was favorable to this clause, which they
had drafted for him, but although the
clause appeared under his (Mr. Murray
Smith's) name, there was 'one portion of it
to which be strongly and decidedly ob~
jected. In fact, he had not moved and did
not intend to move sub-section (3), which
provided thatIn the event of proceedings been taken by or
on behalf of Her Majesty for a breach of any of
the conditions of the said bonds, the burden
shall rest upon the person sued for such breach
of proving compliance with any conditions
alleged to have been broken.

That was not part of his proposition, nor
would he move it. He had therefore
moved the clause as printed, with the
omission of sub-section (3), and with the
insertion in paragraph (c(,) of the words
" or business" after the word "religion."
He would explain why he had altered his
proposal somewhat from its original form,
and why he proposed to introduce a provision enabling employers to havE' two
prohibited immigrants for the exercise of
business as well as three for the exercise
of religion. In regard to the three, as
explained by him to this Chamber on a
former occasion, he believed there was a
general approval of that proposal; but
some of those employers had pointed out
to him that, at all events for the presen t,
they required two of these prohibited
immigrants to deal with their business
affairs, because their books were kept in an
eastern language, and those who kept
them did not understand any European
language. The provision with regard to
the prohibited immigrants for busines~
purposes would not be necessary for any
great number of years, and might be
limited to a fixed period- if the Government thought fit. That as to three for
the exercise of religion would require to be
passed permanently.
Mr. IRVINE seconded the motion.
Mr. BEST stated that when this matter
was previously before the Chamber there
seemed' to be a general consensus of
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opinion that some clause should be framed
to enable these employers to carryon their
usual religious cllstoms, but there was a
general understanding that this exemption
was to be for the purpose of the exercise
of religion only. '1'0 carry out that object
he, with the assistance of .the AttorneyGeneral, framed the clause now under
cOtlsideration, as was his duty so to do,
and gave it to the honorable member for
Hawthorn; but the honorable member had
unserted the words "or business" after the
'word "religion," and had omitted sub;section (3). Now,one of the chief objections
to the clause as originally passed by
another place was that it was of such a
wide and sweeping character, owing to the
reference to business, that there was the
possibility, seeing that any person could
be an employer, of the dislocation, to
: some extent at· all events, of labour
. conditions in this colony through the
·.operation of the clause. It was a matter
..concerning which there was a feeling of
very considerable sensitiveness, and one
.in regard to which he did not think this
House would be justified in granting the
. concession now asked.
(Mr. Irvine" rrhis is limited to five persons.") But
every employer could have five of these
persons as his servants to do what he liked.
By including the words "or business" they
would provide a. loop-hole through which
the Act might be evaded, with injurious
results. The general feeling of the House,
he believed, was that that should not be permitted. Subject to the omission of the
words" or business," and also to the in-elusion of sub-section (3), the Government
had no objection to the clause. He (Mr.
Best) discussed sub-section (3) very fully
with the Attorney-General, and they felt
that conviction, or the recovery of the
penalty, would probably be altogether out
of the question unless some onus was
·thrown on the shipmaster or owner, as the
-case might be. (Mr. Higgins-" Is each
~man to be entitled to introduce five each
.yead") No; no man was to be allowed
to-employ more than five. An employer
might introduce five in one year, but that
was the total number he was to be permitted to have in his service, and there
was to be a guarantee of £200 per head
for each of those individuals. He begged
to moveThat the words "or business" be omitted
from the clause.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. Best.
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Mr. BEST movedThat sub-section (3) be atlded to the clause.

The House divided on the question that
sub-section (3) be added to the clauseAyes
46
Noes
27
Majority for the sub-section

19

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Beazley,
Rest,
Bowser,
Bromley,
Burton,
Cook,
Deakin,
Duffy,
Duggan,
Dyer,
Fink,
Forrest,
Gillott,
Graham,
Gray,
Grose,
Gurr,
Hamilton,
A. Harris,
Higgins,
I. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,
Kennedy,
Kirton,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Austin,
Brake,
Brown,
Cameron,
Carter,

Dr.
Mr.
"
"
"

Maloney,
McGregor,
McLean,
Methven,
Moloney,
Murray,
" Outtrim,
" Peacock,
" Sangster,
" T. Smith,
" Spiers,
" Styles,
" Toutcher,
" A. L. Tucker,
" J. B. Tucker,
Sir George Turner,
MI'. Turner,
" Vale,
" 'Wilkins,
" H. R. Williams .

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" McCay.
NOES.

"
"
"
"
"

~h~rnside,

Galr,
Gillies,
Graves,
J. Harris,
Irvine,
Langdon,
Madden,
McArthur,

Sir J ohnMcIntyre,
Mr. McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" Moule,
Murphy,
" Rawson,
" Shiels,
" Murray Smith,
" Staughton,
" ';Vheeler,
" White.
Tellers.
Mr. Salmon,
" Thomson.

The clause, as amende?, was agreed to.
The Bill was then ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative Council.
SUPPLY.
'1'he House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply,
Sir GEOH,GE '1'UH,NEH, movedThat a sum not exceeding £391,788 be granted
to Her Majesty on account for or towards defraying the following services for the year
1899-1900, viz. :-Legislative Council, £975; Legislat,ive Assembly, £858; Victorian Parliamentary Debates, £385; the Library, £233; Refreshment-rooms, £100; Water Powerfor Parliament
House, £25; Parliament-gardens: £36; Administrative and Scientific, £2,156; Government
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Statist, £901; Police, £22,253; Penal Establisllluents and Gaols, £5,485; Hospitals for the
Insane, £9,235; Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools, £5,209; Public Library,
Museums, and National Gallery, £1,236; Government Shorthand 'Vriter, £164; Audit-office
and Public Service Board, £820; Aborigines, £485; Exhibitions, £1,050; Miscellaneous (Chief Secretary's department), £:3,538;
Education, £2,373; Education, £42,650 ; Melbourne University, £355; Technical Schools;
£500; Miscellaneous (Education department),
£24.0; Supreme Court, £328; Law Officers of the
Crown, £1,403; Crown Solicitor, £493; Prothonotary, £186; Master in Equity and Lunacy,
£386; Registrar-General and Registrar of
Titles, £2,266; Patents, £328; Sheriff, £1,803;
County Courts, Courts of Insolvency, Courts
of Mines, General and Petty Sessions, £2,280 ;
Police Magistrn,tes and ·Wardens, £1',350 ;
Clerks of Courts, £1,690; Coroners, £1,008;
Treasury, ~£2,235; Income Tax, £920; Curator
of Estates of Deceased Persons, £140; Government Printer, £8,084; Advertising, £500;
Grant to Charitable Institutions, £25,000;
Tra.nsport, &c., £800; Defence, £10,015; Survey, Sale, and Management of Crown Lands,
£5,220; Public Parks, Gardens, and Reserves,
£295; Botanical and Domain Gardens, £663;
Expenses of carrying out the Land TelX Act,
£76; Extirpation of Rabbits and Wild
Animals, £1,244; State Forests and Nurseries, £1,476; Village Settlements and
Labour Colonies, £300; Public Works, £2,496;
Miscellaneous (Public Works department),
£150; vVorks and Buildings, £14,510; Defence Works and Buildings, £1,000; Road
Works and Bridges, £2,500; Trade and Customs and Mercantile Marine, £5,188; Ports
and Harbors, Imnligration, and Fisheries,
£2,689; Distilleries and Excise, :£715; Explosives, £305 ; Marine Board, £381 ; Miscellaneous (Customs department), £56; Post and
Telegraph Offices, £28,115; Telegraph Lines,
£3,005; Mail Service, £8,150; Miscellaneous
(Postal and Telegraph department), £30; Mines
and vVater Supply, £3,089; Prospecting for
Gold and Coal, £200 ; \Yaterworks in Country
Districts, £180; Coliban, Geelong, and National Works, £1,500; Miscellaneous (Water
Supply department), £560; Agriculture and
Industries, £417; Experimental Cultivation,
£100; Diseases in Stock, £475; Vegetation
Diseases, £200; Miscellaneous (Agricultural
department), £3,038; Public Health, £1,296;
Victorian Railways, £140,000; Miscellaneous
(Railway department), £542.

He stated that this was a preliminary
motion for the passage of a Supply Bill
to enable the Government. to make the
nece.ssary payments at the end of the
present month.
It would be impossible,
of course. to dispose of the Estimates
before the end of the month, and it was
ther~fore necessary to make provision for
the current month.
(Mr. Levien-" Do
these votes incl ude any new works ~") No;
they were merely for the ordinary Supply.
'}'he motion was agreed to.
The resolution was reported to the
House and adopted.
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"\V AYS AND MEANS.
The House having gone into Committee
of Ways and Means,
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedThat towards making good the Supply
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the
year 1899-1900 the sum of £391,788 be granted
out of the consolidated revenue of Victoria.

The resolution was agreed to, and reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE
BILL (No.4).
The resolutIOn passed in COn1mltte~ of
"\Vays and Means was considered a11d
adopted.
Authority having been given to Sir
George Turner and Mr. 1. A. Isaacs to introduce a Bill to carry out the resolution,
Sir GEORGE '}' ORNER brought up a
Bill "to apply out of the consolidated revenue the sum of £391,788 to the service of the year 1899-1900," and moved
that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a first time, and
was afterwards passed through its remaining stages.
THE SPEAKER.
SALARIE~ OF PUBLIC OFFICERS.

The· House went into Committee of
Supply for the consideration of the Estimates of Expenditure for the financial
year 1899-1900..
On the vote to complete the vote
(£10,459) for the Legislative Assembly,
Mr. vVILKINS said he would ask the
Premier tu allow this vote to stand over
until the committee had gone through the
Estimates, because there were hundreds
of officers in the Government service who
were badly paid, and he would be guided
in his vote in regard to this division by
the liberality of the Government to those
officers. U~der these circumstances, he
would ask the Government if they would
permit this vote to stand over until the
committee had had a discussion upon the
whole of the Estimates. (Sir George
Turner-" vVe had better go on.") As
the Premier did not see his way to comply with the request, he (Mr. vVilkins)
begged to moveThat the vote be decreased by £1.

He understood that the salaries of large
numbers of Government officers had not
been increased, and therefore he felt compelled to take this course.
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Mr. GRAY stated that he would like to
know from the Chief Secretary whether
the increase of the Speaker's s~lary from
£1,000 to £1,250 was in proportion to
the increase of the salary of the President
of the Legislative Council from £750 to
£1,0001 Did these increases bring the
salaries up to the original amounts previous to the reductions ~ (Sir George
TUl'ner- " No.") 'Vas the proportion the
same in each case 1
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The incre~se is
about half the former reduction in each
ease. The salary of the President of the
Legislative Council was formerly £1,200.
I went as nearly half-way as I could in
each case.
Mr. GRAY observed that as to the
other question raised by the honorable
member for Collingwood (Mr. 'Vilkins),
he thought this was an opportune time
for some member of the Government to
state their intentions with regard to the
increases of salaries generally.
It had
been notified in the press that the Government proposed to give the lower-paid
officers of the service certain increases,
and before the committee discussed any
of the public departments, he thought it
should be in possession of. full information
:18 to the intentions of the Government on
the subject. It was stated in the press
that the increases in the salaries of the
public officers under £200 was to be dealt
with in the Supplementary Estimates, but
before the committee passed the present
Estinlates they should have a statement
from the Premier as to what the Government actually proposed to do, otherwise
they would be dealing with the Estimates
in the dark.
Sir GEORGE TURNER remarked that
he had no objection to make a general
statement with regard to the intentions
of the Governmen t, but it would be impossible for him to deal in detail with
every particular officer. He had with him
a list which was fairly complete, and
which occupied a number of sheets, and
this he would be happy to allow any
honorable member to see. The AdditionalEstimates-not the Supplementary
Estimates, as stated by the honorable
member for Prahran-would be circulated
within two 01' three days, and those Estimates would contain the increases that
were not on the present Estimates, and
would also show in deta,il the different
officers or classes of officers to whom the
increases applied. However, he might
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say generally that the Government had
taken into consideration the report of the
Reclassification Board, and where they
found that the board had fixed highe r
minimum or maI.imum rates than at
present existed the Government were giving the benefit of those increases to the
officers. On the other hand, where they
found that the board had made a decrease
they had followed the old practice of not
int.erfering with the existing rates so far
as the existing officers in their present
offices were concerned. Therefore, the
officers would get the benefit of not being
reduced where the Reclassification Board
had proposed a reduction, and of being
increased where the board had proposed
an increase. In nearly all cases where an
officer was receiving less that the minimum fixed by the board the Government
had at once brought him up to that minimum. In some few cases they were
bringing the officers up by two steps, but
in the majority of cases they had brought
them up at once to the minimum fixed.
Coming to details, the junior messengers
were a large class, and many of those
were receiving only ·£60 a year; some re0eived £66. The Government were proposing in each case to give an increase of
£6.
This would bring those receiving
£66 up to £72, and those receiving £60
up to £66, while in the next financial
year, from the 1st of July next, the latter
would get another £6, bringing them up
to £72. Then, with regard to labourers
throughout the departments, in nearly all
cases they had been brought up to £104.
'l'hey were mostly about £93. In some
cases, where they were receiving only £70
or £80, they were being brought up by
two steps. On 1st January they would
be advanced part of the way, and next July
they would be brought up the whole way.
,\Vith regard to the junior warders, the
Government had provided that, as soon as
those warders had served Ii ve years-this
was a recommendation of the Reclassification Board-they would get increases.
Some of them would be benefited immediately, some would not be benefited for a
year or a couple of years. (Mr. Cook"'\Vhat is the proposed increase ~") It
was £6 per annum to start with. Then,
last session there was a very long discussion, and the House was very evenly
divided, with regard to the question of
giving an increase of 6d. per day to the
police. The Government opposed that,
because they were not prepared to make

Salwries of

[28 Nov., 1899.J

increases in other directions, and they felt
that, if an increase was made in one case;
it certainly onght to be made all round
after careful consideration.
However,
after having fully considered the matter
and gone into the facts, the Government
had CODle to the determination that, as
many other alterations were being made
throughout the service, they could fall in
with the wish of the Assembly and give
the police this increase from the 1st of
January.
(Mr. Cook-" And also give
the warders the increase of 6d 1") The
warders also were getting an increase. It
was very difficult to know what particular
class the honorable member referred to,
but warders were getting an increase,
especially those in the lunatic asylums.
(Mr. Cook-" I am referring ,to the senior
warders.") Then in the same department
various attendants, nurses, artisans, and
others would all get a certain increase.
In regard to the Postal department there
had been a good deal of discontent for a
number of years on the part of those who
were called telegraph messengers, and the
Government proposal was not to go the
full length to which they had been pressed
to go, but to do this:-·Where these mE'Ssengers were getting £60 a YEar now, the
Government had made provision for
another £10 for a number of them on the
present Estimates. They also proposed,
from the 1st of January, to increase their
salaries from £60 to £78, and to form
them into a new grade, as recommended
'by the Reclassification Board,· to be called
postal assistants. But there were certain
operating messengers whom it was proposed to call in future assistant operators.
They would at once get an increase to
'£100 a year-they now got £90-and if
they would pass the examination-which,
he ,,,as told, was not a very difficult one,
and might be passed comparatively easily,
especially by men having the experience
and practical knowledge of operating
possessed by these officers-they would be
-eligible to get transfers into other
()ffices, and gradually get into a remuneration perhaps more fitting to the work
which they had to perform.
There were
some 23 of these. (Mr. T. Smith-" vVill
they have priority?") As far as examinations under the Public Service Act were
-concerned, it was provided that outsiders
·had equal rights. to those inside the service, bd the 1,1umber required was limited
to a comparatively small number, and, as
soon as that number was appointed, those
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who had passed the examination, and
were in the service, would have. priority
while there was any of them not appointed.
There were anum ber of
other small increases in the department,
as, for example, the postmistresses, letter
carriers, and others. Then there were
the junior draughtsmen, typewriters, and
other officers who got a certain increase as
a commencement, putting them into a
better position than they had been in the
past.
In the Education department,
where a large number were affected, the
Government were proposing to have 175
extra assistantships. This would enable
pupil teachers ~ get appointed to these
positions, and, once they were appointed
to the position of assistant, they had the
service before them. As the matter stood
now, they were blocked at the position of
pupil teacher, and, apparently, could not
get any further; but when once they were
transferred to the position of assistants,
they would have an opportunity, whenever vacancies occurred, of gradually
working their way up into 8th, 7th, 6th,
and other classes. (Mr. Higgins-" They
mnst be in the 175.") With regard to
those who did not get into this 175 at the
commencement, the Government proposed to give them an increase of £ 10
in the case of males, and £8 in
the case of females, and gradually,
as the 175 got promoted to other
positions, these others would also
get opportunities of promotion. Then
there were a number of teachers who had
been in, say, the 3rd class, and who, had
been directed from time to time to do duty
in the 2nd or 1st class, and who had not
received any increments in their old class,
while they did not receive the minimum
of the class in which they wel'e placed.
The Government had considered whether
the proper course would be to put these
men in the position in which they would
be if they had gone on year by year
getting increments in their old class, but
they thought it would be more beneficial
to at once give them the minimum of the
class in which ~hey were teaching at
present. Therefore, those who had been
in the 3rd class, and were now teaching in
the 1st class, would be placed in the minimum of the 1st class, and year by year
they would be entitled to get their increments as provided under the Act. Then
there were a number of teachers who,
in consequence of the Regrading Act,
had been prevented from getting any
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increments. A provision existed that where
an officer was receiving a certain amount
of pay as a teacher, and his school fell
below the number necessary to keep it in
that particular class, he did not lose the
salary he was getting, but he did not
get any more increments, and by the
effect of one of the Acts reclassifying all
the schools, the result had been to stop
any increments to these teachers for a
number of years. This matter had been
urged by several honorable members, and
the Government, having considered it, had
now decided that they wonld allow increments to commence, so that from the 1st
of January the incremjuts which had
been stopped for a numoer of years, and
about which there was some legal question, would start again, and these teachers
would get their promotions year by year.
(Mr. Irvine-" Does that refer to the 5th
class teachers? ") Yes. He thought the
honorable member for Bourke East brought
this question before the House on one
grievance day, and the honorable member
was then told that the Ministry were
dealing with that in connexion with a
number of other increases throughout the
different departments. The Government
had made no pr,)vision for paying any
arrears in any of these cases. During
times of retrenchment they had had to do
what none of them liked to do. Honorable members could easily understand
that it would have been much more pleasant, and more popular for himself as
Treasurer, and for his colleagues, if they
could have gone on giving increases year
by year, but they had felt that the state
of the finances was such that they
were llot justified in asking Parliament to
agree to those increases, and now to ask
for t~e arrears through the service wonld
entail a very large sum. He thought that
if they now started and gave the benefits
they proposed in the future year by year,
they would act as fairly as was possible
under the existing circumstances. The
amount would come to a large sum in the
aggregate, because, taking into consideration the increases provided on the present
Estimates, and the further provision intended on the Additional Estimates, the
amount it would be necessary to provide
would·be at least '£25,000 or £30,000 per
annum to start with. Honorable members,
therefore, wonld see that although the increases appeared comparatively small ill
individual cases, still the total amount
came to a very large sum. He might
Sir George Tumer.
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also state that they had dealt only with
those receiving salaries up to £200. The
Reclassification Board's report, which was
really not yet officially before them, made
certain recommendations with regard to
those in the higher grades, but this was a
matter which would require very careful
consideration-a matter which the House
would have to thoroughly consider-and
the Government thought that where an
officer received £200 a year and upwa.rds,
he could very well wait for a little while
until the matter could be thoroughly
investigated and discussed.
He (Sir
George Turner) had started these increases
from t.he 1st of January next, after careful
consideration. He would have been very
glad if it had been possible to carry them
back to the 1st of July last, but he might
inform honorable members that the revenue was not coming in to his satisfaction,
although when he made the official statement many honorable members thought
he had very largely under-estimated it.
Indeed, that day he had given instructions
that his colleagues should be asked not to
pledge the qovermnent to any new works
for a month or t.wo, in order that he might
have time to setl whether any change
would take place in the revenue. He had,
up to the present, received less than he
did last year, and it if had not been for the
extraordinary increase in the railway revenue of £100,000, the total revenue 'would
have been considerably over that amount
to the bad. (Mr. Higgins-" Is not that
due to the probate duties ~") As to the
probate duties, he certainly had not got
any windfalls this year, nor did he think
he was likely to do so. He was afraid
that, as last year there were too many of
such windfalls, this year there would be
rrhat was one reason why
too few.
he had not been able to do what
he would have liked in regard to
carrying these increases back to the I st of
July. Seeing that the revenue was not
coming in as the Government wished and
hoped, he thought he would not be justified in running the risk of incurring too.
great an expenditure and, perhaps, landing
the colony on the 30th of June next in a
deficit again. The increases were made
practically all round in the lower-paid ranks.
Wherever the officers were receiving under
the amount either fixed by the present
regulations or suggested by the Reclassification Board, the Government had endeavoured to give as mnch as they
possibly could now, with an intimation
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that in the next financial year there would
be a further increase. It was difficult
to explain exactly before the Additional
Estimates were presented what the increases were, but he had a list which he
would anow any honorable member to
see.
Mr. MURRAY stated that as to the
proposed increase of the Speaker's salary
from £1,000 to £1,250, he wonld point
out that this was an increase of 25 per
cent., and, let it be remembered, an
increase of 25 per cent. upon £1,000 per
annum. Now, the increases that were
proposed by the Treasurer to be given to
the lowly-paid offioers did not in a.ny case
amount to anything like 25 per cent., and
he (Mr. Murray) thought the Assembly
would be dealing with truer liberality if it
made the percentage of the increases UpOll
the lowly-paid salaries large, and the percentage of the increases of the highly-paid
officers small. "Then honorable members
compared the remuneratiull of sllch
officers as the Speaker, onerous and
responsibile as his duties were, with the
amounts paid to so mallY hundreds of
officers in the public service,' they conld
not but be struck with the contrast; and
outside the Assembly the people of the
country could not help contrasting the
respective amounts. It must come home
to the community that, while the financial
necessities of the State compelled the
Government to do less than justice to
those that were inadequately rewarded for
the services they rendered the State, yet
the Government could find money enough
to increase the payment of the Speaker's
salary-and he only instanced this because
it was the first item-by such a large
amount as 25 per cent. (Mr: Irvine
-"That is only a reinstatement.") But
honorable members must recollect that
many of those in the lowest ranks of
the service had for five years been
denied those increments which the law
previously entitled them to.
Further
than that, he' wonld ask was it well, or
advisable, to reinstate the old salary of the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly?
(Mr. Peacock-=---" The old salary was
£1,500.") "Vas it well to endeavor even to
reach that sum, and also to increase the
salaries of the officers of the Assembly,
in view of the fact that the federation of
Austmlia was expected to be an accomplished fact within twelve months at
any rate ~ He understood that there was
nc intention of altering the repre~entation
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in the Assembly after federation, and
the salaries which were fixed now would
go on to the next Parliament-a Parliament which would be far less important
than the present Parliament, and which,
as a deliberative Assembly, ·would
occupy an . entirely different status.
In view of that if there were nothing else
it was ill-advised to propose the increases
which were upon the Estimates. He had
always opposed the too liberal treatment
which the highly-paid oflicers of the State
received at .the hands of Parliament.
It looked as if the 1'reasurer had illimitable sums of money at his disposal and
:"vas exhausting it by increasing the
salaries of those who were already well
paid. He (Mr. Murray) would prefer to
begin at the bottom. He would begin by
paying liberal salaries to the under-paid
officers of the State, commencing with the
lowest and going on until the funds were
exhausted, and he would not propose to
touch salaries for the purpose of increasing
those of the higher-paid officers of the
State. It was within the knowledge of
every honorable member who had had
any experience of the working of the
various departments that the bulk of the
hard work of the State was not done by
the higher paid, but almost without exception by those who were underpaid for t.he
services they rendered. This was simply
history repeating itself. "Within his ex-·
perience of the Parliament of this country,
there had been a too eager willingness to
increase the salaries of the highly-paid
officers. Even at the time when t.he drastic
retrenchments which were made in the
salaries of the officers of the State took
place, what was fonnd upon a carefuf examination of the Estimates ~ It was found
that while nominally some of the officers
had percentage reductions made, they had
the amount made up to them in other
ways. He had seen sllch cases on the
Estimates, and he had no doubt if he
looked carefully through them he would
find instances occurring again. In cases
of officers getting £600 and over per
annum whilst percentage reductions were
affected to be made, the amollnt was in
some cases more than made up by
allowances that were granted to them
for the keeping of horses, and so on, to
such an extent, that actually these officers
were receiving more than they were paid
prior to the percentage red uctions being
taken oft' their salaries.
He felt some
compunction about voting for such an
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item as this to increase the salary of
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
by .£250, when, honestly, if he were asked
by any elector of the colony why he supported such an increase, or what were the
reasorrs for it, he would be at a loss to give
an adequate and satisfactory reply. It
would have been better and wiser, and
truer liberality, if the surplus which the
Treasurer had at his disposal had been
~tilized in increasing the salary of those
who had rendered services to the State
and were not adequately paid for them.
In fact, to some extent, that remark applied to the Premier himself, as expressed
by the right honorable gentleman in the
course of his speech. ·While the Government had been doing something towards
removing the grievances of some 10we1'paid officers, the Treasurer did not propose
to do anything to increase salaries over
£200. It would have been well if the
'rreasurer had applied that policy in all
cases, and if he had applied it to the
Speaker and the officers of the Legislat.i ve
Assembly. (Mr. Murray Smith-" He has
applied it to himself, certainly; his salary
is wretched.") '1'he Treasurer was reversing the old proverb that charity should
begin at home. He did not think that
any honorable member would have begrudged the Treasurer an increase that'
would have given him something like a
fair wage for the very fair \vork he had
given. the country. The Treasurer did
not propose to touch or increase the
salaries or remove the grievances of those
who got over £200.
That intention
might have been extended a little further
and made to apply to the Speaker and
officers of the Legislative Assembly. He
(Mr. Murray) had entered his protest
against this increase and that was all he
intended to do.
Mr. GILLIES said that he had hoped
that it would not be necessary for him to
say a word 011 this subject. He had heard
the same story time after time during upwards of 30 years.
It was got rid of for
a great many years when the salaries of
officers were fixed. Now honora.ble members were told that the present salary of
the Speaker, £1,000 per year, was ql.lite
enough. He (Mr. Gillies) remembered the
time when it was £1,800, and it certainly
had stood at £1,500 for many years. The
surprising thing to him was that almost
above all members in the Chamber the honorable member for \Varrnambool should
be one of the first to raise this question.
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He had always thought the honorable
member liked to recognise the high
position occupied by the Speaker of the
House. He ventured to say that the duties
of the Speaker's office, not only so far as
concerned the presiding over the deliberations of the Chamber, but the social duties
he had to perform, were not fully recognised by the payment of even £1,500 a
year. One of the duties that the Speaker
freq ucntly had to perform was to meet and
entertain distinguished strangers from
Surely the
various parts of the world.
members of the Legi8lative Assembly
would not like that the Speaker should
perform th9se duties in an inadequate or
perfunctory manner.
He (Mr. Gillies)
for his own Dart would be one of the first
to say that the Speaker of the Legislative
Assem bly should receive a salary adeq uate
to the variety of work he did outside his
position in the chamber. Of course, if
the House was prepared to say that they
would only pay the Speaker as a messenger
or a junior clerk was paid let them do so.
But he did not think there was a single
honorable .member who would support
that view. He took up the same position
v{ith regard to· the clerks, and all those
who had to do the work of the chamber.
Some honorable memberR said occasionally
that the salary of so-and-so was too much.
They spoke of the salary given to that
person as a. salary given to the individual
and not to the duties of the office. What
would be the value of a Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly if he knew nothing
and had no experience of the practice of
the House 1 He \vould be of no value to
honorable members at all.
A high
salary was paid in recognition of long
years of public service, and on account
of experience. It would be a poor mistake to make to pay officers holding high
p03itions in the service salaries to perform
inferiot work rather than superior work.
All the chief men in the public service of
Victoria were men who had served for
years in their ~arious departments. To
whom did a Minister naturally go for information ~nd guidance with regard to the conduct of a department·~ The' Minister had to
take the responsibility of his office and had
.a big responsibility to Parliament.
He
would assume that a Minister entered his
office for the first time. '1'0 whom did he
apply ~ To the officer who had occupied
the highest positions in the department,
who had had years of experience, who
could lay his hand upon every officer in
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every branch, and who was in a position
to communicate the best information to
the Minister. rrhe public service .would
be miserably administered unless the best
men were at the head of the departments;
and the best men there were the most experienced men, who had been promoted
time after time. Sometimes it might have
happened that the right man had not been
promoted. That might· be a misfortune.
But, as a rule, the most experi~nced and
the best men in the departments occupied
the first positions; and he (Mr. Gillies)
ventured to say that there was no Minister who had ever presided over any of
the departments, including the present
Ministers, but what would at once say to
the committee that the best men in the
departments were the men who immediately came under the Minister and occupied positions of the greatest responsibility
and the most importance.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-You have to depend on them in very many cases.
Mr. MURRAY.-It is a great pity they
do not impress the outside public by the
way they do their work.
Mr. GILLIES observed that the outside
public did not come in contact with them.
Let the honorable member for 'Warrnambool take his own ca'se. 'When he first
came into Parliament what did he do ~
'Vhen he wished to get information from
a public department, and did not think it
necessary to see the Minister per::;onally,
to whom did he go but to one of the
superior officers who w{luld give him the
information he wanted ~ (Mr. Murray"'rhey are all dead and gone now.") It
was to be regretted that they had gone,
but so long as these competent and capable men were there, who had had long
experience, and (he would venture to say)
had done honest service to every Government that had ever held office, they were
entitled to be \vell remunerated for their
services. He would be very sorry if Parliament ever came to the conclusion that
the best thing they could do was to cut
down these high salaries. It was a mistake to ~hink that good men could be
picked up at the cornel' of the street. The
rule with regard to the payment of high
salaries to the men holding high and reo
sponsible offices applied in all walks of
life.
Banking institutions and public
companies were anxious to get capable
and competent men, intelligent and
experienced in the discharge of their duties.
Such men often got salaries far higher
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than any that were paid in the public
service. It was well known that in private
service some high officers ,,,ere paid upwards of £3,000 a year.
There was no
man in the public service of Victoria who
was paid £3,000 a year, or anything like
that. (Mr. Touteher-" \Vhat about the
Railways Commissioner ~")
That was
the one solitary exception. (Sir George
Turner-" And that is only for a limited
term.") The Government did not pay
the Railways Commissioner that amollnt
willingly-they could not help it.
Mr. TOUTCHER.--The House was never
consulted.
Mr. rr. S~IITH.- We never had a show at
all.
Mr. MURRAY.-You are taking a very
unfortunate individual now.
Mr. GILLIES said he ventured to say
that if the honorable member for Warrnambool had the selection of a Railways
Commissioner to-morrow, in the event of a
vacancy occurring, he would be at his
wits' end to get the man he want.ed. (Mr.
Murray-" I certainly would not retain
the present commissioner a day longer
tha.n I was by law compelled.") The
honorable member was very impulsive,
and would probably dismiss the best man
in the service if he were in a t0mper. The
Government knew at the tirne the present
Railways Commissioner was appointed that
they could not get one solitary man from
the old country occupying a, good position
to take the place of Commissioner of Railways in Victoria. (Mr. Duggan-They
did not try.) It was not worth while to
discuss the matter now; he, however,
knew as a matter of fact that they could
not get such a man as they wanted in
England, and the Government themselves
He believed they made the
knew it.
best selection nnder the circumstances
they could make. However, that was not
material to the present discussion.
It
was a pity that questions of this kind
should be raised, because it was not in
the interests of the service of this country
to pay salaries below what persons occupying the offices were legally entitled to
get.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that one
would have thought in listening to the
honorable member for 'Varrnambool that
right through the Estimates there were
large increases provided for in regard to
the higher officials in t.he departments.
But if the honorable member went through
the Estimates, he would find that it was
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not so. (Mr. Murray-" I did not say
anything of the kind; I referred to the
present provision.") '1'he honorable member had said that where salaries had
been cut down, allowances had been
given making up the amounts to more
than was equal to what the officers formerly received. Speaking from memory,
he (Mr. Pe'acock) could not call to mind
any such case.
(Mr. Murray-I..' The
Minister of Railway~ might call such cases
to the honorable gentleman's mind.") The
statement which had been made by the
Treasurer showed clearly that the case of
those officers earning over £200 a year
had been under the consideration of the
Cabinet, and that the Government had
adopted the recommendation of the Reclassification Board, granting increases in
some cases to the extent of from £25,000
to £30,000. (Sir George Turner-" That
is in the public service alone, not including the Railway department.") With
regard to the Speaker, whose salary
was under discussion, he was the first;
commoner in the land, and it must be
remembered that he had other duties
to perform besides sitting in the chair
and presiding over the deliberations of
Parliament. The remuneration that was
paid to him was not simply on account of so many motions put from the
Chair, or so many decisions given, but was
a recognition of the social status of the
Speaker and the other obligations he had
to perform on behalf of Parliament.
Honorable members were aware that for
many years the salary stood at £1,500,
but drastic retrenchment had necessitated
the reduction to £1,000. The President
of the Legislative Council formerly had
£1,200, and his salary was reduced to
£750.
The proposal of the Government was to ad vance the salary of the
Speaker on the present Estimates to the
extent of one-half the extra amollnt
which the Speaker formerly received.
(Mr. A. L. Tucker-" Tell us something
of the monitors in your own department employed at £1 a month.") He
would be pleased to inform the honorable member on that subject at the
proper time. Owing to the stoppage of
the percentage reductions of the State
servants, whose salaries through the
period of retrenchment had been restored
on the present Estimates, honorable
members now saw the full amount which
each public servant was entitled by law to
receive. 'With due respect to the Clerk of
Mr. Peacock.
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the Legislative Assembly, whose salary
now went up to the amount which by law
he was entitled to, namely, £1,000,
he (Mr. Peacock) did not think it would
be claimed that the Speaker should be
receiving only the same amount as the
clerk at the table receiv(:ld. Honorable
members had only to be respectfully reminded of the fact that, when retrenchments were carried out, their own reimbursement for expenses was reduc·ed to
£240.
Since that la,v had lapsed, the
amount of £300 was reverted to. Now,
the remuneration or reimbursement of.
honorable members and the salaries of
ci viI servants had all been restored to the
proper amount allowed by law, and the
salaries of Ministers were the only ones
that had not been restored, as the Government had not come fon. . ard with any proposal of that kind. So that it could not
be said that they had favoured themselves. The Government had not been
unsympathetic towards the lower grades
of the public service, nor had they unduly
fnvourecl the heads of departments.
Originally, the payment to permanent
heads was £1,000 per annum, but the
present Government had laid down the
rule in regard to future appointments that
the salary should only be £750. He, personally, had never been one to ad vocate
that salaries should be cut down to a dead
level, and that no one should be paid for
The Minister
brains and .experience.
of Mines could tell the committee
that his own department had suffered through the salaries of officers
Only lntely Mr.
being cut down.
Lidgey from the Mines Department had
received an appointment to go to the other
end of the globe. Mining capitalists bad
fonnd out his worth, and had offered him
such terms that be had left the department. Proper remnneration must be paid
to departmental officers, or the best men
in the service wonld certainly leave it. He
hoped that when the honorable member
for Collingwood (Mr. Wilkins) looked at
the matter 'Closer, he would see the advisability of withdrawing his amendment.
He would ask the honorable member not
to pre3s it.
,
Mr. 'WILKINS observed that he had not
said anything in regard to the salary of
the elerks of the Legislative Assembly. He
had refrained from referring to them at
all. Therefore he did not know why his
honorable frieud, the leader of the Opposition, had thought fit to bring the clerks

Salaries of

[28 Nov., 1899.]

into the discussion. But he had pledged
himself to his constituents that he
would vote against any increase of salary
to a higher-paid officer, so long as there
were men working for starvation wages in
the service of this country.
·Whatever
the result might be, he intended to take a
division upon this proposal.
Mr. A. L. TUCKER stated that he was
glad that the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. ·Wilkins) had raised this
question. He was thoro~ghly opposed
to any increase in the Speaker'S salary.
Indeed, he was opposed to increases in
all large salaries. Where did the mOIley
come from to pay these increases? Did
the country know that about £500,000
had been taken out of the pockets of the
Savings Bank depositors of the country 1
·Were they aware that these depositors
had been despoiled of £70,000 per annum
by the present Government, by the reduction of interest on the Savings Bank
deposits (~ Victoria paid the least rate of
interest in the world on Savings Bank deposits now.· There was a tendency all
through to take from the poor and give to
the rich.
No less than half-a-million
of money had been taken from the
Savings Bank depositors during the last
three or four years. He challenged the
. Government to answer that statement~
It was an undoubted fact. He could not
vote for the present increase when he
knew there were officers in the service
who were actually only getting 16s. 8d.
a month. How could honorable members stand by and advocate increases
when such facts existed 1 Tn the Post·
office here were .men getting 30s. and £2
a week doing work for. which £5 a week
was formerly paid. He would emphasize
the point he had made with regard to the
Savings Banks depositors and the filchings
and cribbings of their interest, becanse,
in his opinion, these increases of salary
had been paid, and the Government surplus had been manufactured out of that
money. It was high time for the Government to retrace its steps, and pay to the
Savings Bank depositors the same interest
as they paid on foreign loans.
Mr. IRVINE said that surely the accusation levelled against the Government by
the honorable member who had just spoken
was a little wide of the mark. The honorabJe member spoke of the reduction of
interest to the Savings Bank depositors as
if it were an act of spoliation. (Mr. A. L.
Tucker-" So it is.") Did the honorable
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member mean to say that he would
bind the Government to continue to
pay 4 per cent. interest on Savings Bank
deposits when all the other banks had
reduced their interest to 2~ per centJ
(Sir George Turner - "And when we
cannot earn it?")
Surely that was a
ridiculous criticism. 'rhe honorable member must acknowledge that.
He (Mr.
Irvine) desired to make a few remarks
with regard to one argument used by the·
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr.
Wilkins), who had said that his .motion
did not involve the reduction of the
salaries of the clerks of the House. But
the very reason urged in favour of not
increasing the salary of the Speaker applied not onl,Y to the clerks, bnt to other
highly-paid officers. It necessarily raised
that q nestioll. ~rhe arguments that had
been used in favour of the amendment
were practically that an increase of salary
ought never to be made, no matter
whether the services were rendered properly or not. This simply meant that of
all the employers of labour in the
colouy the State alone was to be
prevented from employing the services
of the most capable and efficient men.
To attempt to confine the motion to the
salary of the Sneaker was ridiculous. It
nece;sarily co~ered all the highly·paid
officers not only in Parliament but
throughout the service. Those who had
supported the amendment of the honorable member for Collingwood must know
that they were supporting the principle
that the Government must on every
occasion cut down high salaries, and in
that way deprive the State of the oppor·
tunity of getting the services of the best
men.
Mr. TOUTCHER asked whether the
committee would have an opportunity of
dealing with the salaries of the President
and the Chairman of Committees of the
Legislative Counci11
.
'rhe CHAIRMAN.-'rhe first division
has been dealt with by the committee and
reported to the House. The only other
opportunity of dealing with it will be on
the Appropriation Bill.
Mr. KIRTON said he rose with a certain degree of diffidence to address himself
to this subject. He was very anxious
that the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly should receive an adequate salary,
and he believed it would be well to revert
to the salary paid a few years ago in the
halcyon days of the boom if they could
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afford it. He was sorry that the first item was by taking' the money out of the general
with which the committee should have to revenue. (Sir George Turller-" You have
deal as involving the whole question of in- to get it into the general revenue first,
creases in the public service should be unless you are going to have another
that of the salary of the Speaker. Hon- deficit.") The Government had at the exQl'able members did not desire to in any piring hours of the session done tardy
way disparage the office of Speaker, or to justice to certain of the public servants.
under-estimate its importance. They all They proposed increases to the extent of.
recognised that the honorable member for £25,000 a year. Where was that money
Gippsland South had shown conspicuous to come from 1 The Premier said that the
ability as Speaker. There was every desire money would have to be put into the rethat he should receive a remuneration com- venue first. Where did the revenue come
mensurate with his merits, but honorable from ~ It came mainly from the working
members had to take into consideration .classes. He would be the last to raise a
other circumstances. He was not swayed class cry; he respected every class, and he
by the cry that was invariably raised at was not speaking now as a labour repreelection times-cut down the tall poppies. sentative because he recognised that labour
He would deal with every proposed increase and capital were both essential to the deon its merits, but how could he justify velopment of the State. The Age, in a subhis position if he supported this increase, lea.der, quoted the case of an old man of 75
whilst the Government were declaring years of age, who pleaded for aid, which
that they were unable to give relief to the was not forthcoming. Scarcely a day passed
shunters and signalmen and the porters without communications reachinghimfrom
in the Railway department? About a old pioneers in different parts of the colony
fortnight ago he found it necessary to appealing to him to endeavour to secure
bring under the notice of the Minister of the passing of an Old-age Pensions Bill.
Rail ways the position of the shunters not Honorable members could not as faironly in his own electorate, but in other minded men, as custodians of the public
parts of the colony. If the Minister of funds" consistently consent to any inRail ways were to send two additional men creases so long as the Treasurer stated that
to Ballarat as shunters it would be he was prepared practically to allow deservpossible to enforce the eight hours' ing men to go into the Benevolent Asylum.
system, and men would not be compelled The case of the man who laid out the city
to work for ten hours continuously in of Melbourne, Mr. Robert Russell, was
the signal-box.
The Minister of Rail- a glaring one. (Mr. A. L. Tucker-II A
ways said that the Rail way department shameful one.") Yes, and the Premier
could not afford to do that, and yet the lCaid he could not help Mr. Russell. He
committee was asked to grant increases of passed the responsibility on to others.
salaries to officers in high positions. He The Premier might laugh and ridicule his
could not justify his action if he voted remn.rks, but he would tell the right honfOI' the increase of the Speaker's salary. orable gentleman to his face that he was
In making that statement he reserved to not sincere when he introduced his old-age
himself the right to deal with any other pension scheme, and that he did not intend
increases that were proposed on their that it should be carried. (Sir George
merits. The colony was in anything but a Turner-" Thank you for your compliprosperous condition. There was a great ments; I am just as sincere as ever you
deal of force in the remark of the hon- were; I do not blatherskite.") In the
OI'able member for Fitzroy (Mr. Tucker) scheme the right honorable gentleman
relative to the reduction in the rate introduced there was a maximum of sentiof interest paid to the depositors ment and poetry and a minimum of conin the Savings Bank. The Government structive statesmanship. To the Premier
introduced an Old-age Pensions Bill, of a liberal Government came the opporbut they were unable to go. on with it tunity of doing justice to the old piobecause they said that they could not find neers. The right honorable gentleman
the money. rrhat was a crying shame. said at St. Kilda, on the eve of the last
He was glad to find that that great demo- general election, when he was unfolding
cratic newspaper, t.he Age, published yester- the Government programme, that the
day a sub-leader dealing with the question, time had arrived when they should do
and pointed out that the only equitable justice to the aged poo!', and he deprecated
means of providing for old-age pensions. the fact that some of those men had been
lJ:Ir. Kirton.
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sent to gaol, and had died in gaol. Then,
after the lapse of eighteen months, he
introduced a measure for the purpose of
providing old-age pensions, and attached
to it proposals which he knew full well
would not be acceptable to the House, and
by which he sought to throw the whole
burden of the maintenance of the scheme
on the class who could not possibly afford
to bear it. (Mr. Methven-" ",Vhere is it
now ~") Yes, where was that scheme now ~
It was as dead as Cresar's ghost.
The CHAIRMAN.-I cannot allow the
honorable member to discuss the old-age
pensions scheme. I shall "be prepared to
listen to any illustration of the reasons
why he opposes the amendment now
before the committee. I cannot permit
a general discussion.
.
Mr. DEAKIN.-SurelyCresar'sghostcomes
into the question of old-age pensions 1
Mr. KIRTON observed that he was about
to say that that was a ghostly simile.
He would withdraw it, and say that the
scheme was as dead as Julius Cresar_ It
was killed by its creators, because they
knew full ,veIl, and he spoke advisedly,
that the proposals attached to that scheme
would not commend themselves to the
House. He desired to observe the rules
of debate. He did not want to do an injustice to the Premier, but t.he committee
were now dealing with a very important
principle. They were asked to vote .an
ill crease of salary to the Speaker, and he
was justifying the position which he took
up. He said that there were more urgent
and more necessary matters that demanded their at'tention first, and he
insta.nced, and probably this would be the
last opportunity he would have of doing
so, the old-age pension scheme. There
had been a lal'ge exod us of the working
classes to 'Western Australia, and when
the war that was now proceeding ended,
there would be a large exodus to South
Africa. The colony would lose many
of its wage earners. H~ could say also
with a certain amount of authority that
a considerable number of the working
classes found it exceedingly difficult,
if not impossible, to' obtain employ'ment. He would ask honorable members
to consider further what were the wages
of the working classes. The miners who
performed the most hazardous work, and
whose employment was intermittent, earned
on the average 25s. a week, and he would
make bold to say that the working classes,
notwithstanding the introduction of the
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Factoriesand Shops Act-that great humanizing agency-did not earn on the average
30s. a week. The Old-age Pensions Commission had it, on the testimony of representative men from various trades, that
the working classes did not earn on the
average more than from 25s. to 30s. a week,
and yet they were told that they must
make provision for the sere and yellow
leaf period-that they must join a friendly
society, or take out life policies. It had
been demonstrated that all these men
were able to do was to provide the Irieans
of subsistence, and bring up their families
respectably. The Premier did not approve
of.his remarks. He was sorry that he had
had to take up such a position, but he felt
it to be his duty to deal out justice to the
class who needed it most. If the Government had bad no intention of introducing
an Old-age Pensions Bill, which would be
likely to meet with acceptance, it would
have been better if the Premier had said
that t4e position of the finances would not
permit of it, and it certainly would have
done more to conserve his repntation. On
the contrary, the Premier brought down a
Bill which did not contain the slightest
trace of constructive statesmanship, and
wbich invited failure.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member is not speaking to the question
before the Chair.
Mr. KIRTON stated that he desired to
conform to the rules of debate, and this
was the last 'opportunity he would have
this session of referring to the question of
old-age pensions.
The CHAIRMAN.-I am not supposed
to look after the honorable member's opportunities.
This is not the time at
which to enter a protest regarding the Oldage Pensions Bill. The honorable member may refer to that Bill as an illustration, but when he speaks of the intention
of its framers, and the constructive statesmanship they displayed, he is entirely out
of order. I have allowed him considerable
latitude already, and I mllst insist that he
conform to the rules of debate.
Mr. KIRTON said that he would bow
to the Chairman's ruling, but he thought
he was justified in opposing this increase
of salary on the ground that the money
. was required for other purposes. He
had clearly shown that it was, and that
the colony was not in a position to
grant the increase. The Government
had seen fit to provide a sum of £25,000
in order to give increments to various
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sections of the most deserving of the
public servants. ·Why was not that done
before 1 (Mr. Peacock-" Because the B,eclassification Board's report had not been
received.") ·When was it received 1 (Mr.
Peacock-" When the Estimates were
being prepared.") He had referred at
length to the question of old-age
pensions. He trusted that the GovernlIlent would see their way to do something before the session closed; if not, that
question would be indefinitely postponed.
It would be relegated to the Federal Parliament, and in all probability it would
not engage the attention of the Federal
Parliament for the next five or ten
years. If the colonies individually took
the matter up that would be the most
speedy way of securing federal action. New
Zealand had solved the problem. Thescheme
it had adopted was the most beneficent
that had been devised by any responsible Ministry. This colony paid about
£350,000 annually in pensions to ex-State
servants. ·Where did that money come
from 1 He was not there to ad vocate repudiation. Those men entered the service
of the State on the distinct understanding
that when they were compelled to leave
they would receive pensions from the
State, and that money came out of the·
general revenue. Why should not they
provide for old-age pensions out of the
general revenue ~ That was the only way
in which the scheme could be carried out.
rrhe mO:t;ley paid in pensions to ex-civil
servants was gradually diminishing, and
he would suggest that the money that thus
became available should be applied!to an
old-age pensions fund. He disapproved of
the increase of the Speaker's salary, not
because he thought the Speaker unworthy
of it. He had the highest opinion of the
honorable gentleman's merits. He had
displayed conspicuous ability in his high
position, and had given satisfaction to
every section of the House; but he did
say that, in view of the fact that other
men were suffering, and he had instanced
the shunters and porters who were compelled to work for ten hours a day, the
time was inopportune for making this
increase, and that he could not see his
way to vote for ·it.
Mr. SALMON said he did not know
whether the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. Wilkins) thoroughly realized ·the importance of the amendment
he had submitted.
Had not these increased salaries been paid since the
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beginning of the financial year ~ (Sir
George 'l'urner-" No.") If they had
been paid, and the amendment was carried, there would have to be a large
refund which might place the officers
affected in an awkward position.
Mr. McKENZIE observed that there
was a very important principle involved
in the amendment, because it was not
restricted to the Speaker's salary.
It
affected the salaries of all the highly-paid
officers in the service of the State. He
quite agreed wit.h the remarks of the Chief
Secretary that the State could not afford
to pay an inadequate salary to men of
brains.
They must pay for brains.
If they did not, outside commercial
undertakings would draw away from
the sel'viceof the State the best of
its men, and the work of the State would
be left to inferior and incapable persons.
That would be ~ very dangerous position
in which to leave the State. At the same
time, honorable members had to look at
this matter in the light of present circnmstances. ·When the depression was at its
height, or at its depth, he voted for the
reduction of the Speaker'S salary, as well
as the reduction of the sftlaries of all the
highly-paid officers.
(Mr. Staughton" You voted for a red nction of our own
salaries. ") Yes, and he resisted the reinstatement of the salaries of honorable
members. He did not think that honorable members should have restored their
own salaries until the salaries of the
officers of the State were also restored.
'rhe committee were now asked to go a
long way towards restoring t.he salaries of
the highly-paid officers, whilst those who
were receiving very small remuneration in
many instances only got a very small
part of what was due to them. He
did not think that, uuder the circumstances, it was right and proper to restore
the salaries of the highly-paid officers
until those who were recei~ing small remuneration were placed again in their
former position. That was a right principle to take up. He was reluctant to
vote against the illcrease in the salary of
the Speaker. All round the House the
one feeling prevailed, and that was that
the honorable gentleman discharged the
dut.ies of his office in the most satisfactory
marmer. Before he was appointed to that
office he served the House faithfully in the
position of Chairman of Committees, and
he (Mr. McKenzie) regretted that he had
to take this stand in the case of the
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, Speaker; but there was a principle involved. He did not see how the committee could make an exception of the honorable member and afterwards reduce other
officers' salaries. He must vote against
the proposal of the Government.
Mr. HAMILTON said that, for reasons
similar to those given by the honorable
member for Anglesey, he would, with deep
regret, have to vote against the increase of
the Speaker's salary. In 1893 or 1894
the Speaker's salary was reduced. That
was the year when he first came into Parliament. The proposal was made by an
honorable member in the Ministerial
corner that the Speaker'S salary should be
further reduced to £750 per annum.
There was then a fearful strain on the
finances, and there was a strong temptation to many honorable members to vote
for the smaller amount. He came into
the House, like the honorable member for
Collingwood (Mr. 'Vilkins), pledged to
reduce the higher salaries paid by the
State.
He considered, however, that
£1,000 a year was not too mnch to pay
to the Speaker, and when the proposal
was made to reduce his salary to
£750 he voted against it.
He got
into some trouble with his constituents
for doing so, bnt he took the responsibility of his action. He was prepared to
take the responsibility of his action on this
occasion also. A measure of justice was
to be granted to a number of men who
had been very badly paid, and it was not
the full measure of justice they had a
right to expect. They were not to get by
a long way the salaries that they deserved.
If these men were being fairly treated,
honorable members might consent to the
increase in the Speaker'S salary, and no
one could grumble; but the proposal was
made at a time when, as the honorable
member for Fitzroy (Mr. Tucker) had
said, there were a number of public servants who were actually being sweated.
He referred particularly to the gaol
warders, pupil teachers, the messengers
in the Postal department, and some others.
How could honorable members face their
constituents if they voted for a substantial increase in a fairly large salary when
these men were receiving much less than
they ought to receive 1 If a larger measure of justice were done to these men,
he and other honorable members might
be prepared to withdraw their opposition to this proposal. He w(\nld vote
against it very unwillingly. The Speaker
Session J899.-[179]
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was the highest officer of the State,
and a salary of £1,250 was not
too much to pay him, but honorable
members had to face the circumstances of
the colony. The Government had, with
its eyes open, deliberately left things
undone that they ought to have done,
and he felt that he could not consistently
support the proposal that they now made,
unless the branches of the civil service,
to which he had alluded, were treated in
a more liberal manner. He had no wish
to harass the committee with civil service grievances, but he would point out
that amongst the telegraph messengers
there were men of 24 and 28 years of age
who had been for eight or nine years receiving the miserable salary of 23s. 1d. per
·week. Their case had been repeatedly
brought under the notice of Parliament.
It h~d been shown that they were doing
work for which other men alongside
of them received as much as £200 per
annum. Time after time he had called
attention to their case, and the Govern-·
ment had said either that the occasion.
was inopportune, or that they could not
do anything until the Reclassification,
Board had presented that report, or that
if the men did not like their positionsin the service they could leave it.
He had been told all these things on the
floor of this chamber, and to-night theTreasurer brought forward a proposal to,
increase the salary of those public servants
to £78 per annum, with some increments
in the future. In proportion to the work
they were doing, that was not a fair increase.
A few weeks ago this colony
sent a contingent to South Africa, among
them a constituent of his, Lieutenant Pendlebury, who was employed ill the Bendigo Post-office, doing more or less important work and getting £200 per annum.
His place was now filled and the work was,
to all intents and purposes, being as efficiently performed by a telegraph messenger who got the magnificent salary of £60
per annum. That telegraph messenger was _
about as old a man as Lieutenant Pendlebury, and if he had not been competent
to do the work he would not have got theposition. That case was only one of many.
'rhe telegraph messenger in question, under'
the Treasurer's proposals, wasto receive£78:
per annum, commencing next year. (Mr._
Gray-" Similar cases are to be found in
other districts.") He was aware of that
fact. He only gave that case as a typical
instance, and could mention many other-
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cases of telegraph messengers in similar
positlOns. He had in his possession a
statement of their case, but he did not propose to read it, because he believed honorable members were very largely acquainted
with the facts. rrhere were no two ways
of putting the matter. It was, a.s the
honorable member for Fitzroy (Mr.
Tucker) said, a distinct and glarillg case
of sweating, which the Government ought
to have stopped long ago.
Some two
years since, or thereabouts, he (Mr. Hamiltou) brought this matter up on a Post
Office A. ct Amendment Bill then before
this Chamber. All he then asked was that
when the telegraph messengers were transferred from ordinary messengers' duties,
and given superior duties to perform,
they should be paid the salary belonging
to those particular duties. His proposal,
however, was opposed most violently by
the Government.
The Chief Secretary
begged him to withdraw it, and the
'Treasurer threatened him once or twice;
so, finally after very great pressure in·deed, he did reluctantly consent to withdraw his proposal.
The Government
then refused to agree that when messen.gers were put in positions where they had
to do operative work, clerical work, had
charge of large sums of money, or were put
to sorters' or letter carriers' work, they
should be paid for the work they did;
and the proposals now put forward by the
Government were inadequate, and not
fair to the men concerned. He was not
one, nor had he ever been one, to try to
catch votes on anything of this kind,
either from public servants or anybody
else; but the case of these men was a
hard one, and it could easily have been
remedied long ago. It had not been
remedied yet, however, and when the Postal
Estimates came under consideration he
would move that something more must be
.done for these men in the interests of pure
justice. If they could leave their present
positions and go to some other work he
would let the matter rest-he would not
bother about it, he would not lift a fingerfor
them-but they had had dangled before
them, year after year, a promise of something better, which had never come. In
the meantime, they had been qualifying
themselves, by study and by passing examinations, to fill higher positions. They
had been told to keep at it., that their
time would come, and that they would
recei ve a better salary as soon as the State
could afford to pay it. But what did
Mr. Hamilton.
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the better salary amount to ~ A man of
from 24 to. 26 years of age, after qualify..
ing himself for certain work, and going
through competition for it, was offered £78
per annum, barely enough to provide a
mere. scanty miserable living. Most of
these men, or a large number of them,
were married. And yet, in the face of
those facts, honorable members were now
asked to vote an increase of £250 for the
Speaker. He regretted that, under the
circumstances, he could not vote for the
increase, and he believed that a great many
other honorable members felt themselves
in the same awkward and invidious position. Honorable members could all deeply
sympathize with the persons whose cases
the honorable member for Ballarat West
(Mr. Kirton) had mentioned. The same
argumell t applied to them, and unless the
Government intended to treat the lowerpaid men in the public service-the men
who were distinctly sweated-more generously, the present proposal would most
assuredly be defeated in this Chamber.
Mr. MOULE said he would be very
loath indeed by any w0rd of his to cast
any reflection upon the efficiency and the
dignity of the. office of Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, but he had not
been assured by the tone of the Treasurer
of, late with regard to the reven ue and the
financial affairs of the country to that extent that he could properly and with j ustice to himself and the country vote for an
increase to that office or to any of the
higher offices of state. No one recognised
more than a professional man the faclt
that if the State wanted to get the services of the better men in the country to
fill the higher positions, the State must
pay for the brain' power. In professions
the better brained men were to be seen
going ahead and succeeding in theirval'ious
walks of life. U lltil he knew how the
affairs of the country were to be properly ,
worked out during the present financial
year he felt it would be an unwise thing
to increase the salary of that most important and dignified office, the Speakership
of this Chamber, even to the extent of
another £250 a year. The question was,
could the country properly afford it, and
at the same time do full justice to those
who were admittedly underpaid in the
service of the State ~ That was the position, and he felt embarrassed, as he had
no doubt other honorable members did.
Not that they desired to depreciate the
value of the office to which they all looked
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up, but the question which concerned them
was, could they at the present time, in
justice to themselves and to the financial
position of the country, vote for this increase in the salary of the Speaker until
they knew exactly the position occupied by
. other officials and officers in the service of
the State. He ,vas going to instance the
very case put by the honorable member
for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilton) with regard
to the telegraph messengers. Tha,t case
had been brought before this Chamber
frum time to time. There might be many
other instances of a similar character in
the public service. But honorable members did not know how these telegraph
messengers really stood. He would like
. to hear the other side of the case stated,
and he hoped that when the question
came up on the Estimates the PostmasterGeneral would explain the real position of
affairs. He had read the circular those
officers had sent, and he had heard statements made in their behalf, but he wanted
to know what the Postmaster-General had
to say on the subject. If they now voted
an extra £250 a year to one of the higher
officials of the State, it would ill-become
them afterwards, unless a very strong case
indeed wa5 made out, to refuse to increase
the salaries of lower-paid officers of the
State, which might not involve so much
dignity and brain power, and say they were
not going to give those officers what they
were fully entitled to. (Mr. McKenzie"A living wage.") Or even a little bit more
than that-\vhat 'would encourage fit men
to take up their proper positions in the
State. Parliament did not wantto encourage
public servants to make defalcations, and
therefore they should be paid fairly and
honestly. Every Minister and every head
of a department would realize that. In
the present case, however, he felt embarrassed by the statement of the Treasurer. Seeing that they had not yet. been
called on to deal with the salaries of the
lower-paid officers .of the public service,
he was at present not in a position
to vote in fa VO'll' of increasing the
salary of the Speaker. Ministers had
acted extremely fairly with regard to their
own salaries. But take the next item,
the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly,
£1,000. Look at the pOilition of the
Attorne'y-General of the colony or of the
other Ministers, and they would see that
those Ministers were only paid exactly
similar amounts. (Mr. Wheeler-Ie The
reduct.ion of Ministers' salaries was a very
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great mist.ake.") That was his OpInIOn.
The' honorable member had hit on the
point he had been trying to make. It was
a very great mistake that Ministers'
salaries had not been increased. The
brain power asked from Ministers was, he
supposed, the brain power of the leading
men of the colony, professional and otherwise, and they ought to be paid accord.ingly. But that was not now proposed.
They were asked to increase the salary of
one position and pass by another, but he
did not see how they were going to deal
with salaries when they got lower and
lower down. His diffie-ul tv in the matter
was that no proper schem~ had been proposed for dealing with these increasesno scheme which would justify him in
voting for this proposed increase-and in
view of what the Treasurer had stated and
of the present unassured position, in spit.e
of his desire to uphold the dignity of the
position of Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, he felt constrained to vote in
favour of the amendment.
Mr. TOUTCHER remarked that he
very much regretted that this discussion
should have originated on a proposal for
an increase of the salary of the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, because, in
common with many other honorable members who had expressed themselves
on the question with reference to the
Speaker's services, he felt that they had
in the gentleman at present filling the distinguished office of chief commoner of the
colony a man eminently qualified to occupy the high position to ,,-hich he was
elected SOllie time ago. But this ,vas not
al together a question of an increase to the
Speaker. rrhere was a. great principle involved in the proposed increase, and he
(Mr. Touteher) could not see how any
honorable member could go to his constituents and justify his vote for that
increase, when men were being paid as
miserably as many men were being paid
to-day in the public service. N otwithstanding that the Chief Secretary brought
in a Factories and Shops Act to suppress
sweating outside the public service, the
honorable gentleman was a party to
sweating men in the public service. He
(Mr. 'routcher) had in his pocket a letter
from an attendant at the Ararat Asylum
stating that he, a married man with a
wife and a family of seven children, got
the princely salary of.£4 lOs. pel' month.
That man told him that very often there
was no food in his house, and asked him
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to try to do something with the Government in order that he might get jtistice.
No honorable member could justify a vote
in favourof an increase of the salary of any
gentleman, however able he might be,
when his services were already being
remunerated with £1,000 per annum, while
men were to be found in the public service who were not getting sufficient to
obtain for themselves and their families
the bare necessaries of life, and yet had
their claims passed over by this and by
previous Government::!. The Treasurer had
told them that some of these asylum
attendants were getting £52 a year, and
that he proposed to give them a miserable
£6 of an increase after they had been
five years in the service. As if such
a man was not entitled to an increase
after being two years, or even one year,
in the service, just as much as after
being five years in the service.
He very
much regretted that he was placed in a
position where he could not support the
propo~ed increase to the Speaker, which
waR not a very large increase, but which
touched a very vital principle, nor could
he support an increase in any of the large
salaries' or reimbursements as long as
there were people ill the public service who
were not treated with common justice by
the Government of the day.
He was
very glad that the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton) struck the
note he did in regard to the old-age pensions.
(Dr. Maloney-" Order, or no
order.") Order, or no order. He trusted
that he would not be ruled out of order
for referring to that question.
"When he
had the honour of being elected to support
the Government he said that the way the
old people of Victoria were treated was a
stain on the colony'S escutcheon. Some
day, no doubt, they would see an old-age
pensions scheme established, but he supposed that would be when all the pioneers
had passed away, having died in the gaols,
where they had been committed for no
other crime than poverty. In face of the
pressing wants and necessities of so many
citizens, who were, perhaps, more deserving than higher-paid officers in the public
service, it behoved the Government to
move slowly in this matter. Much as he
would like to recognise the services of the
Speaker in a practical manner, he could
not see his way to vote for an increase of
the Speaker's salary, 01' in the salary of
any other high official in Parliament or in
the public service at the present time.
Mr. Toutcher.
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Mr. MOULE stated that, in speaking
on this question, he referred to the Clerk
of the Legislative Assembly as having
had an increase in his salary, but he was
wrong in that assumption. The salary
of that officer was increased only to the
extent of the \vithdrawal of the percentage
reduction.
Mr. GILLIEs.-That is the case of the
Speaker, too.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The one salary is
increased by the lapse of an Act of Parliament, the other we are proposing to
increase on the Estimates; that is the
on Iv difference.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Is this only making
up what was taken away before ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-No, only half of it.
Mr. GRAVES observed that he would
have to vote for the amendment, the
arguments in its favour being unanswerable. He was not actuated in any way
by personal considerations. True, he was
an opponent of the Chairman for the
position that honorable member now held,
but in justice to the honorable member he
must say that he did not think the Assembly could have intrusted the position of
Chairman of Committees to better hands.
The case of married men in" the public
service who were endeavouring to support
families on less than a living wage ought
to be considered at the earliest opportunity.
He did not feel justified in
increasing the emoluments of the
higher-paid officers while" the claims
of the lower-paid men remained undealt
with. As soon as that had been done, he
would like to see the salaries of the
SFeaker and other officers in high positions increased to what they were before,
especially in the case of the Chairman of
Committees, because he had never seen
any incumbent of that position who had
been so constant in his attendance and so
attentive to the duties of his office.
Mr. CARTER said he agreed with the
leader of the Oppo~ition that, although
he had been a mem bel' of this Chamber
for a long time, and had heard this sort. of
talky talky over and over again, he had
observed that when they went to the vote
the proposal of the Government was
always carried. He did not remember
ever having seen such a proposal amended,
however much it had been talked about.
(Dr. Maloney-" Perhaps you will see it
to-night.") Of course it was a magnificent
thing for any honorable member to attack
a proposed increase of £250 to any officer_
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of the State. There were some 22,000 (Mr. Carter's) late leader did was t·o cut down
persons in the public service, and divided the salaries of Ministers of the Crown,
ampngst them this £250 would give them and the present Government were still
about 3d. apiece per year. But of course more childish in cutting down Ministers
each of the 22,000 would feel indebted to still lower, in order, no doubt, to outbid
(Sir John
the honorable members who opposed the their predecessors in office.
increase of the Speaker's salary by £250 McIntyre-" They are very sorry for it
a year, and every honorable member who now.") Well, he did not think Ministers
spoke against that increase would have a would have acted any the worse if they
chance of getting a number of the 22,000 had each had a few hundred pounds a
votes. What he (Mr. Carter) objected to year more to spend. Ministers were so
in the matter was that it was a proposal poorly paid that, with one exception-the
to increase the salary of one man and not jovial gentleman who recently visited the
another-that it left it open, as far as old country-they were too poor to ask
honorable members were concerned, to a man to have a drink. The Minister of
increase the salary of A, while afterwards Agriculture was the only member of the
unable to increase the salary of B, Ministry who had sufficient funds at his
although desiring to do so. Now, command to do that. (Sir John McIntyre
when the Patterson Government made - " Oh, give the Minister of Mines his
the perceI1tage reductions they did due.") 'rhe members of the present
not propose to reduce the salary of Government were full of the most generous
any particular man, but brought m feelings, and never met any honorable
a consistent scheme showing the whole of member without a sensation of remorse,
the reductions to Ministers and officers because, owing to their extreme poverty,
from the top to the bottom of the public they were unable to exercise the rites of
service. It would have been far better if hospitality. (Mr. Moule-" That is not
the Government had given the committee so; I know another member of the Minisa proper scheme to deal \vith. (Sir George try who gives snch invitations.") Now,
Turner-" The others will get their in- he understood \V hy the honorable member
creases through the lapse of the Act of for Brighton had spoken on the side of tho
Parliament.") A large number would not Government on this occasion. (Mr. Moule
-the registrars for example. There were - " No, I spoke against the Ministry.")
plenty of others who had not got their Then he mURt presume that as they knew
emoluments increased to what they were he (Mr. Cartel') was a teetotaller they,
before the· percentage reductions.
He therefore, never asked him to have a drink.
agreed with the leader of the Opposition Cutting down the remuneration of Ministhat it was a great mistake to bring down ters of the Crown to the present absnrd
the pay of the best men in the public rates simply meant that they would
service. They were not merely paying never get any man who could earn more
the holder of the office, but the office itself. outside to take the position of MinisIt was not a question of the man who held ter. They had lowered the position of
the office, but of what they ought to pay Minister of the Crown, and made the office
to some one to fill that office properly. As less worth taking than it was .before. It
the leader of the Opposition had shown, was all very well for the man who could
they wanted the Speaker to do the duties not earn that amonnt outside to take
of his office not ouly in this Chamber but office as a Minister of the Crown, but he
outside also. The Speaker held a very was quite sure that the man who could
high position. In the House of Commons earn that amount outside ·without the
they generally elected a man of wealth disagreeables that attended his earning
to the Speakers hip, the Speaker having to it as a Minister of the Crown would
entertain, but here there were no men never take such a position. The honorwith wealth and leisure. who would take able member for Ararat said that no right
the office, and therefore they must pay thinking man would conntenance an
the gentleman who filled the position. increase of salary of the kind now proFormerly the Speaker of the Legislative posed when there were men in lunatic
Assembly received £1,500 a year, but the asylums getting only £4 lOs. a month;
salary was cnt down to £1,000. This but the honorable member seemed to
increase of £250 was, therefore, only a forget that if they were to j astify everymoderate step back towards that £1,500 a thing they paid, they would have to
year. One of the most childish things his j llstify paying themselves £300 a year
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each, and how were they going to do that 1 in the service that was not rushed whenBecausc if they werc going to measure ever it became vacant. He observed in
everything by the pay to sweaters in that day's papers that some few mounted
lunatic asylums and elsewhere, if it came policemen were wanted, and he saw a perto a question of bone and muscle, honor· fect stream of applicants for those positions.
able members were certainly not worth Honorable members spoke about the low
their £300 a year. It would be a difficult salaries that were paid to these men, but
thing to justify that payment, and he nobody asked them to take the low
would not like to undertake the task. The salaries. (Mr. "\Vilkins-" Does that not
Treasurer had not given any intimation as apply all round ?") When a person took
to whether he intended to propose any a situation on certain terms he ought not
change in the numbe-r of members of the to complain. Once he had taken it, that
Legislative Assembly or in their remunera- was his business. (Mr. Sangster-" It is
tion, nor had he given them any guide as to the business of the employer to get his
what was to be the future expenditure men as cheaply as possible.") The honorof the colony. To increase or decrease able memher seemed to think that it was
the present remuneration seemed to him the duty of the Government to engage a
(Mr. Carter) to be rather dangerous. man at £1 a week, and to give him £2 a
However, he would vote, as he usually did, week afterwards because he was dissatiswith the Government on this occasion, fied. That was mere nonsense'. Let the
because he certainly thought the Speaker's man who was dissatisfied leave the serposition was worth £1,500 a year. He vice; (Mr. McKenzie-" That applies all
did not believe that anything was gained round.") No; it diel not apply all round.
by Gutting down the pay of the Governor, The man who got a low salary did not
Speaker, or Ministers, or of any of the have the same 'social obEgations thrust
men who occupied high positions, be- upon him as was the case with officers
cause it simply meant that they were who were in higher positions. When
bringing the whole fabric down. If those honorable members in that Chamber were
officers got the money they did not bury paid £300 a year, did they not have obliit in the earth, but spent it. Conse- gations thrust upon them that did not
quently it was all distribnted again. It apply to people outside the service who
looked a tremendous thing to a man who were receiving similar incomes? The
was getting £4 lOs. a month to see same thing applied in a greater degree to
another man getting £1,5001;'" year. It put the Speaker and to Ministers of the
him in mind of a story about one of the Crown. These gentlemen all had calls made
Rothschilds, who was living in France at upon them that they would nothaveto meet
the time. A man came to that member in any other positiun. Therefore, to say
of the Rothschild's family and protested that it was the same all round was not"
against any man being as rich as a Roth- correct. Men who had gone into the serschild. He said-" I am poor, ,,,hile you vice and had agreed to take a certain
have ever so much money." "How much salary had no right to complain afterwards,
do you suppose I have~" asked Rothschild. but those whose salaries had been reduced
The man replied-II 40,000,000 of francs." ill the time of depression had a right to
" VV ell," said Rothschild, "I do not know have those salaries restored to what they
how you became "aware of it, but you are were before.
Mr. BAILES expressed the opinion that
pretty near right. How many people are
there in France 1" The man answered- most honorable members were very
"40,000,000." " Then," said Rothschild, pleased to hear that the Government
" here's your franc; and don't yon sayany- recognised that they were in a position to
thing more about it." (Mr. McKenzie- do some degree of justice to the poorly" How much do the telegraph messengers paid men in the service, who had been
hoard out of their £60 a yead" )He did not complaining for such a long time. It was
know why they should hoard out of their possible that before the Estimates were
£60 a year. How much did the man compl~ted, the Treasurer would be in a
who chopped firewood hoard up 1 All position to announce a little further exthese persons who complained aboutgetting tension of liberality in the same direction.
£40 or £50 a year in the public service He quite agreed with the honorable
took the positions they held of their own member for Melbourne that it was not
accord. They were not forced into the advisable to have high positions paid for
public service, and there was not a position at a low rate, but he (Mr. Bailes) had not
Mr. Carte?'.

Salaries of

[28 Nov., 1899.]

heard of any large number of highly-paid
officials resigning their positions because
they had been obliged ,to accept. reductions
for some time past. There had no doubt
been a few officials who had left the service, some of them to their own ad van. tage, but the majority of them regretted
before now that they had been in such a
hurry to get away, and would be very glad
of a chance to get back.
It was to
be regretted that honorable members
were asked to discuss this question
upon a proposal to raise the . amonnt
paid to the gentleman occnpying the
position of Speaker. Personally it was
all the same to him whether the increase
was to the Speaker or to any other highlypaid official. He would be compelled to
vote against all snch increases, in order to
carry out the pledges he had given to his
constituents.
But what was the position
in regard to the lower ranks of the service ~ Honorable mem bel's knew there
were men in the Elervice of the State who
had entered it at a very low rate of pay
in order to do certain classes of work.
These lllen had qualified themselves and
become proficient, and they were still
receiving miserable salaries. Reference
had already been made to the case of
men who were receiving a salary of £60 a
year for work which shouid be done by
officers receiving £200 a year. Many of
the men who were receiving only £60 a
year were from 25 to 30 years of age, and
some of them had families. The Treasurer
had announced his intention to make
some increases in the salaries of these
men, but how could honorable members
justify a vote to increase one particular
salary from £,20 to .£25 a week in the face
of the fact that sueh a yery small increase
was proposed to be given to these poorlypaid men ~ There was no doubt that the
position occupied hy the Spealwr was one
that necessitated the expenditure of certain
sums of monev. It had been hinted that.
the Speaker ,;as obliged to do some entertaining, but he (Mr. Bailes) ventured to
think that there was not a single bonorable member who would not willingly
forego all the entertainment that the
Speaker could give, if he ,vere snre that
by so doing there would be some chance
for the lower-paid men to receive recognition. (Mr. G. J. Tumer-" The Speaker
entertains others besides honorable mem·
Interjections were disorderly.
bel'S.")
(Mr. G. J. Turner-"You are speaking to
the gallery.") It was very bad form for
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the honorable member to sit on the Ministerial bench and tell anoth~r honorable·
member that he was speaking to the gallery. There were some honorable members
who lacked even the ability to speak to
the gallery. He did not know .whether
the honorable member who interjected was
one of them or not. On looking through
the Estimates he found, roughly speaking, that there was an increa,se of over
.£5,000 a year in the salaries of wha,t had
been described by the honora.ble member
for Ballarat 'Vest (Mr. Kirton) as the tall
poppies of the service. (Mr. Peacock"That is owing to the abolition of the
percentage reductions.") That was true,.
but if these increases were to be provided
for in the Estimates, he presumed that it
was within the power of honorable members to prevent the increases being made.
Until such time as those who were receiving only £1 pel' week were placed in a
hetter position, which would enable them
to live decently, he would vote against all
increases in the salaries of those who were
called the tall poppies of the service.
Mr. METHVEN remarked that it was
difficult for honorable members to realize
that the Government were in earnest in
proposing to increase these high salaries.
Of course, they all sympathized with the
Speaker in the position he occupied. They
knew he had many calls upon him, which
did not apply to other honorable members,
and that the Chairman of Committee was
in a somewhat. similar position.
But he
(Mr. Methven) could hardly believe that
the Chief Secretary was in earnest in proposing these increases, when he had men
in his own department who were receiving
only from 4s. to 68. a day. How could the·
Postmaster-General also justify his position in supporting these increases when he
had already been told that there were a
large number of men in the employment
of his department who were receiving
the hands0me remuneration of £60 per
anllum ~
How, in the name of fortune,
could the honorable gentleman justify his
action in supporting these increases when
such things were going on in every branch
of the service ~
\Vhy did not the Chief
Secretary bring the whole of the Government service under the Factories Act when
the amending Bill was before the Chamber,
so as to prevent the sweating that was
no\'o' being carried on? In his (Mr. Methven's) opinion, the Government were the
greatest sweaters in the colony.
No
more poorly-paid men could be found
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than some of those who were in the amendment would be voting to reduce the
service of the State. (Dr. Maloney-" And salaries of highly-paid men who were
no better-paid than t.hose in the higher well worth the money, and whose posibranches.") Under these circumstances, it tions were also well worth the money.
was difficult to understand the action of Whether their positions were worth the
the Government in recommending these money or not, he was not going to
large increases, and he himself could not decide, nor would he discuss the necespossibly support them. Instead of that sity of paying men well for the serhe would vote for the amendment of the vices they rendered.
But when the
honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. Government brought before the committee
'Vilkins). Reference had been made by a proposal to increase the salaries of these
the honorable member for Fitzroy (Mr. people, and at the same time refnsed to
'rucker) to the <jeposits in our Savings \ give a living wage to those who were doing
Bank. It appeared that there was some- the work of the State in other directions,
thing like £8,000,000 deposited in., the then he felt compelled to vote against the
Savings Bank at the present time, and Government. If the Government were prethis money belonged to something like pared to do justice to the smaller men the
300,000 depositors. During the last two case would be different. The honorable
or three years, however, the interest had member for Melbourne said that these men
been reduced by nearly one-third, namely, were not obliged to remain in the service
from 3 per cent. to a little over 2 per cent. of the State if they were not satisfied with
The consequence of this was t,hat over the salaries they received. But these
£70,000 a year had been taken from these officers had gone into the Government
depositors, and had gone to meet the other service on the understanding that they
requirements of the Government. 'Vas would get promotion in pay and position
that fair or honest or right 1 The Govern- as time went on. In many instances they
ment were not calling upon the proper had been promoted in position, and were
people to pay the taxes of the country. doing valuable work for the country, but
They were now proposing to go farther, their pay had not been raised proportionand to largely increase the salaries of those ately. 'fhey had been for years kept out
who were already handsomely remunerated of tho pay that rightly attached to the
for the ,york they did, at the same time work they now performed. As the concontinuillg to pay as little as £1 a week to sideration of the Estimates proceeded,
a number of poor unfortunate men who many instances would be pointed out. in
could scarcelv eke out a miserable exist- which the Government had been directly
ence.. Fancy" a man getting £1 a week benefited by the services of these men
with which to keep a wife and family, to without properly paying them for the
pay rent, and to keep good clothes on his work they did. He would not take up the
back. Surely it was absurd, in the faco \ time of the committee further than to say
of such facts, to propose to increase that he would vote for the amendment. He
the salaries of certain individuals by would do so, not because the Speaker was
£~OO a year each.
As he had stated, he too well paid, but because the Government
sympathized with the Speaker, because he had a right to do justice to the smaller men
knew the many calls that were made upon in the service before proposing to increase
him. He would like to pay both the the salaries of the highly-paid officials.
Speaker and t.he Chairman of Committees
Mr. WHEELER said he was not going
handsome salaries, to enable them to up- ,to quarrel with the Government for tryhold the pu~itions they filled, bnt in the ing to redeem their pledge to restore the
face of the facts staring him in the face in percentages taken oft' the salaries of the
connexion with other brallches of the pub- officers of the House. In his opinion, those
lic service, ho liid not feel j uSlified in gentlemen wore well deserving of every
voting for the increases now proposed by shilling that the Government had placed
upon the Estimates. At the same time,
the Government.
Mr. SANGSTER stated that he intended he cou1:l not shut his eyes to the fact
to vote for the amendmellt of the honor- that the Government were not raising
able member for Collingwood (Mr. 'Vilkins) the salaries of the lower-paid officers of
if the matter went to a divisioll. It might the State in anythillg like the same
be that, as the leader of the Opposition proportion. 'rhe Chief Secretary had a
and the honorable member for Melbourne measure before the House the object of
which was to improve the position of the
had stated, all they who voted for tho
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workers of this country. The honorable
gen~leman was a great enthusiast in connexion with that legislation, and he desired
that every worker should get a fair living
wage. Yet it was a most remarkable
thing that the Government itself committed the greatest sweating that it was
possible to conceive. For years past men
had been working in the Postal department for anything but a living
wage. Some of them were married men,
who were only receiving a paltry sum
of £60 a year. It was true that the
Government were now endeavouring to
improve that state of affairs, but the
position of these men was not to be improved to anything like the extent of the
increases now proposed in the case of the
highly-paid officials. It would have been
far better if the Government had proposed
to give these working men a fair and
reasonable salary, and then Ministers
might not ollly have restored the high
salaries, but they might have raised their
own pay as well. He, for one, had Hever
agreed with the reductions that had been
made in the salaries of Ministers. In his
opinion, no greater mistake had ever
been made. The country ought to be
represented in the Government by the
best ta.lent available, but what mercantile man of any st.anding would take
a position or Minister of the Crown at
a paltry salary of £1,000 a year ~ 'What
business man would neglect his private
affairs and rack his brains in the service of
the State for any such sum as that ~
He was quite sure that if Ministers had
proposed to restore their own salaries to
what they were before the country would
have cheerfu1lyagreed to it. With respect
to the item now before the committee, he
quite agreed that an increase of 25 per
cent. in one sa,lary was a very large one,
but he felt confident that if the people of
this country were asked to express their
opinion as to the remuneration of a gentleman occupying the position of Speaker, of
such high ability and great generosity as
the present occupant of the Chail" they
would be willing and delighted to agree
to the increase now proposed. It only
needed that the position should be properly explained to the people. Altogether
too much notice was taken by honorable
members of what their constituents
thought of this, that, and the other.
When he himself came into that House he
came there to use his own discretion in
such matters, and he would not think of
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going to his constituents to ask them what
he was to do in connexion with a question
of this kind. N ow, he did not so much
object to this increase in itself, but he did
feel that the Government might have
made a larger increase in the salaries
of the lower-paid officers of the State. That
was why he held that the present vote
could not be carried. 'When the percentage
reductions were made a promise was given
that when the State was again in a good
position, the reductions should be made
up. It had been stated, however, that
there was no assurance yet of an improvement in things generally. In reply to
that, he would like to point to the experience of the Rail way department. The
deficiency in that department had been
the cause of our financial troubles, and they
now had the statement of the Minister
himself that he believed the revenue of
that department for the present year
would amount to £3,000,000. If that
were the case, it would do a great deal to
wipe out the present deficiency in the
public revenue. The revenue of the Railway department was' the barometer which
showed whether the country was improving or not. The moment the country
was in a position to pay fair salaries all
round he, for one, would be delighted to
see the higher-paid officers getting what
was fair and just. No more capable men
could be found than those who 110W occupied these positions, and no capable men
from outside would take the positions at
the nominal salaries which were now
being paid. The position of the lowerpaid officers did not admit of any discllssion. They had long been working for
verymllch less than alivingwage. ThePostmaster-General in particulal' could not deny
that he had been a sweater.
The
honorable gentleman had paid salaries
which he (Mr. ,\Vheeler) wo.uld be
ashamed to pay as a private employer.
It was a pity that a measure could not
be brought in to prevent the Government
from sweating, instead of bettering the
pOSItion of men who were infinitely
better off than many of those ill tile
Government service. The view he took
WfI,S that the Government had taken the
right course in regard to the increase of
the salaries of the higher-paid officers,
but that they had not taken the right
course in regard to the position of the
lower-paid officers. He was aware that
the Government had made an effort to
satisfy the claims of the!Se men.
(Sir
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George Turner-" vVould it not have been
far more pleasant to go the fnll length 1")
No doubt it would. (Sir George Turner"I would not do that, because I did not
think the Treasury could stand it.")
The honorable gentleman had practically
begun at the wrong el\d. At the same
time he (Mr. vVheeler) was not condemning the Treasurer for his action.
He believed that the highly-paid officers
were fully entitled to their increases, and
any reduction of the Estimate now before
the Chair would be a reflection upon a
gentleman who held a high position in
the country, and who was one of the most
popular and generous men to be found in
the colony.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that it \vas
somewhat amusing to hear the last
speaker challenge tho Postmaster-General
as being a sweater. ",Vhen the honorable
member himself was at the head of the
Railway department he was a sweater also.
Mr. vVHEELER said he desired to make
an explanation in conn8xion 'idth the reo
mark which had just fallen· from the
honorable member for Melbourne vVest.
vVhen he (Mr. ",Vheeler) was Minister of
Railways, and when the reductions were
made in that department, no reduction·
whatever was made in the wages of the
men receiving less than £3 a week. The
reductions were confined entirely to those
receiving £3 a week and npwards, and not
:td. was taken off the lo\ver-paid men.
Dr. MALONEY observed that what the
honorable member stated was all very
well, but th~re were men in the department in his time who were getting considerably less than £3 a week. Many of
them were \vorking for 258. and 30s.
The present Ministry seemed to delight
in sweating in certain departments. Surely
nothing could be more disgraceful than
the position of some of the men and
women in the Educatioll department.
Men ,yho had worked for seventeen years
for that department were now entit,led to
the splendid pension of £10 a year. Yet
it was now proposed to increase the salary
of the Speaker by £5 a week. It was a
. cruel thing that this question should be
fought out upou the salary of a gentlema,n
who was a personal friend of so many
honorable members. But if the post of
Speaker were thrown open for competition, it could be let for considerably less than £1,000 a year, and
to a man, perhaps, of ability equal
to the present occupant of the Chair.
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He (Dr. Maloney) had nothing to say
The
against the Speaker personally.
Speaker pulled him up when he deserved
it, and sometimes, perhaps, when he did
not deserve it. It was certainly unpleasant to have to attack the salary of
one of themselves. It brought home to
them more clearly the evils of such reductions. But he looked further afield,
and saw the miserable pittances that were
paid to men in the lower ranks of the
service. He saw that promises "had been
made to these men and distinctly broken.
These men had been pillaged to make up
a sham surplus, and in the Savings Bank
the interest paid to the working people on
their savings had been reduced to less than
was paid in any European country. Yet
the rrreasurer said it was difficult to obtain
money, and he would not raise it. The
duties that were performed by the officers
of the House were not at all onerous.
The House only met on three evenings in
t.he week for six months in the year.
",V ol'king men would be very glad indeed
to get a good salary for doing the same
amount of work. As a matter of fact, the
work done by these officials did not represent more than three months' continuous
work. The Speaker received £1,000 a
year for his services, and, under the circumstances, it was a pretty fair salary.
He (Dr. Maloney) was sorry that the honorable member for Melbourne was absent.
The remarks of that honorable member
showed clearly that when an up-to-date
business man got into figures in political
matters he was likely to make a great mess
of them. Honorable members would
have a koen recollection of the time when
the honorable member for Melbourne was
Treasurer of the colony. The Lord help
the rrreasury if such a man came to
oecupy the same position again. It would
be impossible for a bigger mix up to take
place than had been the case when the
honorable member was in office. He (Dr.
Maloney) had a keen recollection also of
the honorable member's connexion with a
certain brewery, and of the shameless
manner in which Olle individual had relieved his fellow shareholders of £1,300 a
year, at the same time putting his llame
to calls that had crushed the life out of
many families. He had a keen recollec·
tion also of another brewery, with which
the honorable member was connected,
that had sold a child's bed and blankets
for 6d., and thrust them out of a second
story window. Of course, that honorable
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member would support the highly-paid
officers. He had enjoyed a pighly-paid
post himself in connexion with the
brewery. If honorable members, instead
of increasing the salary of the Speaker
by £2501\ year, would reduce the salary
to £750, he was certain that the gentleman who now occupied thf:\.t exalted
position would retain his office, and would
continue to do his work as well as he had
done it in the past. There was 110 personal
element at all in the matter. He had
pledged himself to his constituents to see
that-fair play was done, and there was no
fair play in connexion with the .two
departments t.o which he had referred.
The Minister of Railways knew that he
(Dr. Maloney) brought under the notice
of the Railway department a case where
an able-bodied man under stress of circumstances had worked for 9s. a week for
a Government contractor, yet that department took 45 days to look into the matter.
That was only one of a series of instances
in which men were extremely badly paid.
The wages in this colony were less even
than in England in some trades. If an
advertisement was inserted in the newspapers, an able-bodied man could be got to
work for five or six hours a day for lOs.
H, week.
He wonld contrast the liberality
shown in increasing the salaries of highlypaid officers with the action of the Premier
in refusing to consider the case of the old
gentleman Mr. Russell, who laid out the
city of Melbourne, and who was 95 years
of age, while his wife was 94. A very
small sum of money would have provided
an income sufficient to support that couple
as long as they were likely to live, yet
nothing was done for them. Parliament
sat only three afternoons a week, and now
it was proposed that it should rise on
the 12th of next month without doing the
work even that was on the business-paper.
'While the question of old-age pensions was
not dealt with, it was proposed to increase
the f.at salaries right along the line, and
this was a course which he protested against
on beha.lf of the workers of the colony.
Mr. GRAY said that he felt that in any
vote he would give on this amendment,
his vote would not be casting any reflection on the personnel of the Speaker
of the Assembly. Honorable members
realized that the present Speaker had
acquitted himself admirably, and that
even the amount on the Estimates for
his salary would not be too much for
the position he occupied, provided the
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other officers of the public service
were treated in a similar manner. If
the lower-paid officers were granted the
increases which from time to time had
been promised, so much objection would
not be taken to these increases in large
salaries. But the fact was that sweating
existed in the Government service to a
very great extent, and was not remedied.
Under these circulllstances, were honorable members justified in granting increaseR of large salaries, and, at the same
time, permitting sweating to exist ~ He
felt that they could not consistently do so;
and much as he (:Mr. Gray) personally
liked the Speaker, he could not vote for
his increased salary while low-paid officers
were being sweated. Last year the late
Mr. Hancock brought before the Assembly cases of sweating in the Government
Printing-office which were a disgrace to the
community, and that state of things existed until this day. There were instances
in the Government Printing - office of
sweating which, if they occurred in COI1nexion with any private employer, would
be described as monstrous and outrageous.
The Trea,surer, in whose department the
Government Printing-office was, could not
deny. that such cases existed.
Sir GEORGE TUllNER.-I do not know
anything of the kind. I know that if I
advertised to-morrow, 100 people in permanent situations would be glad to give
them up in order to get into the Printingoffice to be sweated.
Mr. GRAY observed that in the employ
of the Government to-day there were men
over twenty years of age doing men's
work, and getting a. salary of £30 a year,
or £2 lOs. a month, and those men had
not had an increase for the last three years.
The Government could not afford increments to those men, but they were increasing the large salaries.'
Sir GEORGE TUllNEll.-'Vho are they 1
Let me have some individual cases.
Mr. GRAY stated that individual cases
had been given to the Premier again and
again.
Sir GEORGE TURNER. - Certainly not
Give me eases where men are receivinO'
£30 a year for doing men:s work, and
will investiga.te them. 'Vhy confine yourself to vague statements ~
Mr. GRAY remarked that if the Premier would inquire in the Government
Printing'-office he would find plenty of
men who were doing work at half men's
wages, (Sir George Turner-" Give me

I
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one individual case.") If the Premier
would promise to increase the wages of
those men up to the price which would be
paid in private service for the same work,
he (Mr. Gray) would be quite prepared to
give him the names. (Sir George Turner
- " Let rue have the names, and I will inquire.") What he wanted to emphasize
was that the low-paid officers of the
Government service, including the Railway
department, were not getting a fair wage
even under these Estimates. There were
men in the Railway· department, which
was a part of the Government service and
was dealt with in these Estimates, w howere
doing men's work at sweating wages. The
Minister of Railways must admit that.
(Mr. H. R. ·Williams-" I do not know of
any such case.") If the Minister did not
know of such cases, nearly every ot.her
member of the House did. There were
men in the Railway department who,
year after year, had been filling acting
positions, receiving lower wages than
men would be paid if they were
properly appointed to those positiolls, and
what was the object of thad These men
had been year after year doillg the work
of these higher-paid posit.ions without receiving the salary of the positions, and
he asked was not that sweating ~ If it
was not sweating he did not know what
sweating was. It was taking a mean and
undue advantage of these men's position.
It was all very well to say that if the men
did not like it they could leave, but that
was not the question. He was snre the
committee did not· want them to leave,
but wanted them to be paid a fail' salary for
the work they did. That he believed was
the position taken up by the honorable
member for Collingwood (Mr. 'Vilkins).
He believed the honorable member for
Collingwood did not desire to cut down
the salaries of what were called the highersalaried officers, but he wanted to bring
up the lower-grade men to a proper living
wage. This being so, he (Mr. Gray) felt
he must support the amend ment of the
honorable member for Collingwood, because until men who were now doing
sweated work in the Government service
were paid what he considered a fair minimum wage, he could not vote for any increases in largo salaries.
Mr. J. HARRIS said he did not see the
necessity for importing any heat into this
debate. He quite sympathized with the
Premier in not being able to make better
progress with the Estimates. But surely
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the Premier must by this time understand
the position. The right honorable gentleman must be aware from the speeches
which had been delivered of what was the
temper of the Assembly. The Premier must
know that nearly every honorable member was against the intention to increase
the salary of the Speaker. He (Mr. Harris)
deprecated the remarks which had been
made by one or two honorable members
to the effect that the high and dignified
position of Speaker might be filled at a
salary of £750 a year. Such language
should not be uttered in the Assenlbly.
Honorable members in voting for or
against this amendment did not vote for
or against the increase of the salary of
Mr. F. C. Mason, they were simply voting
on the question of the increase of t.he
salary of the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly. They all recognised-at least
he did-that in the present Speaker they
had a good and able occupant of the
office, and he would be the last man to
say that that gentleman should not be
paid a proper salary.
The honorable
member for Collingwood (Mr. ·Wilkins)
was well known to be a consistent supporter of the Government. On nearly
every occasion throughout this Parliament he had voted with the Government,
so that he (Mr. Harris) was bound to
listen with the greatest attention to that
honorable gentleman's statement that
there was sweating in the Government
service. Indeed, from his (Mr. Harris') own
knowledge, he believed that there were a
large number of men in theRailway department who were underpaid and dissatisfied.
He knew for a fact that men in the Postoffice were also in that condition. Could
honorable members vote for an increase
in the salaries of the higher officers when
they did not do justice to the lower men,
who were getting only 23s. and 24s. per
week 1 He took up this position very
reluctantly, because he had always stood
up for paying good salaries in the public
service, for the reason that unless good
salaries were paid earnest and faithful
work would not be done. He was under
no pledge to his constituents, as some
honorable members were, but he recognised that justice should be done to all
alike. He had no pleasure in voting
against this increase, but was in justice
bound to do so.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER stated that he
intended to vote for the amendment of
the honol'able member for Collingwood
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Wilkins).
He did not remember
glvmg any pledge on the subject
to his constituents, but as a simple
act of 'justice it was his solemn duty
to support the amendment. The Premier, while the honorable member for
Prahran was speaking, asked him to quote
some specific case, and said that if that
were done he would be prepared to consider it. 'Vhile the Premier did not say
he would be prepared to rectify such a
case, his (Mr. Tucker's) impression was that
that was what the right honorable gentleman meant. He "would give the Premier two
specific instances in his own department,
and sincerely trusted that they would be
inq uired into and rectified at the earliest
For instance, there
possible moment.
were five or six men employed in the
Government Printing-office as supernumerary labourers at 5s. a day, or 30s. a
week. The Government insisted on their
own contractors paying labourers 6s. a
day. It was only j nst that the same
amount should be paid to these men to
whom he alluded. In connexion with the
same office, there were men who were
termed printers' assistants. Several of
them were doing work in the department
equal to what was done by men who were
getting two guineas a week. while some of
the men themselves were only getting 208.
a week, and the salary of none of them
exceeded 30s. a week. These were absolute fact.s, and in the Premier's own department. He believed there were ten or
twelve printers' assistants interested. He
would also like to point out to the Chief
Secretary a case in his department of men
who, while not hl the permanent employ
of the State, had rendered the State good
service, and were unquestionably underpaid in the highest degree. He referred
to the registrars of births, marriages, and
deaths and the electoral registrars throughout the colony. In some instances these
officials had to give the whole of their time
to the work, and the salary was absolutely
inadeq uate for them tolive upon inanything
like decency. 'Vhile these things remained
it was a surprising thing that the Government should ask the House to pay higher
salaries to well-paid officials. He would
vote for the amendment, because he did
not think such high salaries ought to be
paid while there were so many anomalies
remaining unrectified.
Mr. LEVIEN said it was very much to
be regretted that the Government should
have raised the question of increasing the

Public Officers.

2701

higher salaries at the present juncture,
particularly in relation to the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly.
The matter
should not be discussed from a personal
point of view. Honorable members were
all willing to pay their tribute of praise to
the present Speaker. That went almost
without saying. If the Government had
submitted a proposal dealing generally
with large salaries, and had given the
Honse an assurance that the Treasurer
saw his way to make increases, he (Mr.
Levien) wonld have been happy to follow
him, because he was one of those who
believed in paying liberally for the intelligence and experience that ought to be
shown in these high offices. But the Government had commenced atthe wrong end
in proposing to increase this high salary,
when there were men in the Post-office and
in the Printing-office and other departments
who were very inadequately paid. Had
the Goyernment confined their liberality
to the lower-paid officers, they would have
met with no opposition. ·What honorable
members wanted to insist upon was, that
there should be even-handed justice. It
was only the other day that he, in common with other representatives of the locality, was called upon to interview the
Minister of Railwa.ys ill conn ex ion with
the closing of the ,V" ensleydale line, upon
which there was a loss of some £300 a
year. He was, on Saturday, at one of
the sale-yards at Geelong', when he met
two selectors who had been driven off
their holdings through the closing of that
line. rrhey were then selling their horses
and waggons in consequence. Parliament
was asked to vote £250 to increase the
salary of the Speaker, whilst the 'rreasurer could not afford to continue paying
£300 to keep open the 'Vensleydale line.
In addition to that, 500 of his constituents
had been taxed an extra lOs. for water
supply, in order, he supposed, that this
increase of salary might be made. If the
state of the finances would admit of the
increal'ling of salaries, he would cheerfully
follow the Government in proposing to do
so. But it was an unfortunate circumstance that the Treasurer, while proposing"
to make these increases, would not do·
simple justice to people who were
He would be
settled on the land.
afraid to look his constituents in the
face if he voted for any such proposal.
Not that he was afraid of his constituents
any more than other honorable members
were, but he would certainly be failing in

•
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his duty if he permitted them to be taxed
in order to add to high salaries. Therefore
he trusted that the Government would see
their way to retrace their steps) and that
the Premier would not insist. upon the
increase.
Mr. DO'V"NvVARD remarked that while
he was of opinion that it would conserve
the dignity of the House to have its
Speaker paid the snm proposed, yet with
the prospects of federation and the consequent reduction of the status of the
Victorian Parliament it seemed unnecessary to make the increase. If it were
Hot for the near approach of federation he
'would approve of the increase, as the
Speaker held a position which very often
involved him in expenses in entertaing
distinguished viBitors. They also desired to attract to the Chair the
best and ablest men in the House.
r:rhey might not secure the best talent if
the salary was made as small as it was at
present, but the status of the Victorian
Parliament was going to be materially reduced when the Federal Parliament was
established, and, under the circumstances,
it WQuld be a mistake to increase the
salary at the present juncture. He could
not vote for an increase of the amount for
the reason he h:1d given, and for that reason alone. He did not wish to be misunderstood. If the Parliament of V-ictoria was going to remain as it was at
present, doing the whole of the work of
this large colony, the Speaker ought to
receive the salary the Government proposed, but in view of the altered circumstances presently impending, it would only
mean that a reduction would have to be
made later on" if the present proposal of
the Government was adopted; whereas, if
the salary of the Speaker was left as, it
was, it would probably not be disturbed
when the Federal Parliament came into
opera.tion. It would be unwise to create
a difficulty which would have to be dealt
with later on.
Mr. O'NEILL remarked that this new
and unexpected generosity on the part of
the Government came rather strangely
upon honorable members. No doubt the
Speaker was worthy of this increase of
salary, if the position of the country would
justify an increase, but when a few months
ago this Chamber carried a proposal in
favour of the increase of the pay of the
pol ice from 6s. to 6s. 6d. a da.y the Treasurer resisted that paltry increase, which he
now admitted to be justified, to such an
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ext.ent that the Government prevailed on
their supporters to reverse that decision.
That increase was just as proper then as
it was now, but the Government "then opposed it, whereas now it might be said
that the increase was to be granted. The
'l'reasurer appeared to be going from his
usual economical proposals to the extreme
in the wrong direction. In various departments of the State sweating and
starvation wages were paid. In the Railway department men had been employed
as casual hands for the last four or five
years at 6s. a day, although they had
wives and families to keep. Owing to the
regulations, they could not be classed as
perman en t hands. Then there was the
case of the telegraph messengers who were
acting as operators. The Government
promised to look into these matters, and
the men concerned had been buoyed up
with hopes of getting justifiable increases
of pay. The Government had resisted
necessary and small increttses in the pay
of men who were not getting a livillg
wage, and yet they now proposed to increase the salary of the Speaker by £5
per week. He (Mr. O'Neill) did not oppose
the increase to the Speaker on personal
grounds. The present occupant of that
office discharged the duties of Speaker in
a manner worthy of the admiration of
honorable members, but when they found
that the revenue had not reached such a
point as to justify an increase of pay to
men \1 ho were getting barely a living
wage, he could not see his way to vote for
this increase, and therefore he would support the amendment.
Mr. BRO'VN said he could not permit
the discllssion to close without expressing
the regret he felt at the necessity of
opposing increases to the salaries or
emoluments of officers of Parliament.
A man who could earn an income of
£1,000 a year outside was a man who
had a very large amount of ability, and a
considerable amount of capital. He was
not going to vote on this question out of
a spirit of hostility to the Government,
who drove him into the Opposition by
their want of principle, but on looking
down the Estimates he observed that the
men who drew large salaries had had their
emoluments increased, whilst the men
who received small pay had not had
their claims favorably considered, so that
the Government were taking a wide departure from the principle on which they
obtained and had held office. Why had
l
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not the remuneration of the smaller men
in the public service and of the registrars
been duly increased 1 Whatever he (Mr.
Brown) might have to say about malad·
millistration on the part of the Government, he would always have to confess
that one or two Ministers Rtood out in
bold relief, the Chief Secretary for one.
(Mr. Wilkins-" Hear, hear.") He was
glad to hear responsive cheers to that
remark, but the Chief Secretary ought to
remember the promise that was made in
regard to the remuneration of the
registrars. The Premier was sneering at
him, but that did not trouble him,
although he did not thank the right
honorable gentleman for attempting to
belittle his remarks, which were made in
the most perfect sincerity, as he believed
honorable members generally recognised.
A number of people who were not his constituents had approached him with representations that they were fully entitled
to a share in the distribution of the wealth
that the Government were now showering
on the country. Did the Chief Secretary
intend to incre:;tse the remuneration of the
registrars, who were now getting a miserable pittance, and yet had to keep their
offices open at times until ten o'clock at
night. There was no alteration in the
amount on the Estimates for the registrars
this year. (Mr. Peacock-" That is so.")
Did the Government not intend to make
any alteration 1 He certainly understood
the Chief Secretary to say on a former
occasion that some increase in the remuneration of the registrars was to be made.
(Mr. Peacock-" Something was promised
on account of the extra work they had in
connexiort with the federal poll.") But
that increase had not been given them.
(Mr. Peacock-" No, because we have not
been able to work out a scheme.") Then
the Government had misled him in the
matter.
He sent the Chief Secretary
letters some people had written to him
(Mr. Brown), and was led to believe that
consideration \yould be shown to them.
Mr. PEACOCK.-SO it will, but the scheme
is difficult to work out, because some of
the registrars had a busy time, whilst
others had not, and yet had to keep open
their offices to a late hour.
Mr. BROW'N expressed the opinion
that sufficient time had elapsed for the
matter to have been determined. (Mr.
Peacock-" No, because we have not
got all the returns in yet.")
But the
Government had proposed increases of
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pay all down, tho line in the Estimates.
(Sir George Turner-" Those apparent increases are accounted for by the cessation
of the percentage reductions.") He admitted that. (Mr. Peacock-" On account
of the Act of Parliament expiring on the
30th June last.") But the Government had
left out important small matters which
they onght to have attended to. If this
question went to a vote, it would be his
duty to side with those who were in favour
of keeping down the expenditure. They
were going to deal with some £7,000,000,
and a very large portion of that was to be
paid to the public servants of the colony,
while only a very small portion was to go
to the producing industries. The reduction in the carriage of wheat on the railways would not benefit him or his constituents very much. If this matter went
to a division, he must vote against the
Government.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. RAWSON) put the amendment, and declared
it carried.
Mr. SALMON asked if tho q nestion
now before the Chair was that the vote, as
'amended, be agreed to ~
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-Yes.
Mr: GILLIES.-I mean to have a division
on the amendment.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN.-I will put
the question again-That the vote be
reduced by £1.
The committee dividedAyes ...
49
22
Noes ...
Majority

~or

the amendment

27

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Bowser,
Brake,
Bromley,
Brown,
Burton,
Chirnside,
Cook,
Downward,
'!
Duggan,
" Dyer,
" Fink,
" Forrest,
" Gillott,
" Graham,
" Graves,
" Gray,
" Grose,
" Gurr,
, , Hamil ton,
" .A. Harris,
" J. Harris,
" Kennedy,
" Kirton,
" Langdon,
" Levien,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
".
"

J. VV. Ma!:.on,

:McArthur,
McCay,
McGregor,
McKenzie,
McLeod,
Methven,
Moule,
Murray,
O'Neill,
Outtrirn,
Salmon,
Sangster,
T. Smith,
Spiers,
Sterry,
Toutcher,
A. L. Tucker,
" J. B. Tucker,
" Vale,
" Wilkins,
" E. D. Williams.
11ellen.
Mr. 'Bailes,
Dr. Maloney.
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Mr. Anderson,
"
"

Austin,
Best,

"
"

Cameron,
Carter,

"

Duffy,

"
"
"

Foster,
Gillies,
Irvine,
1. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,
Madden,

"
"
"

Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. Moloney,
" Murphy,
" Peacock,
" Thomson,
Sir George Turner,
: Mr. vVheeler,
I
"
H. R. ·Williams.
I

Telle?·s .
. Mr. Craven,
I
"
Turner.

THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY.
Mr. SALMON movedThat the vote be further reduced by £1.

He said be was very glad indeed that the
last discussion was conducted without any
personal reflections being cast upon any of
those concerrled.
He wished to assure
the committee that he had no intention in
the step he was about to take of reflecting
on the officer whose case he desired to
bring under the notice of the committee.
He referred to the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly. The Premier had been exercising the provisions of the Public Service
Act in the most stringent manner with
regard to the retirement of officers who
had reached the age of 60 years. During
the time of retrenchment officers in every
department, who had reached 60 years
of age, had been called upon to retire. He
did not know whether there was any
particular reason why an exception should
be made in this particular instance. If so,
he, along with other honorable members,
would be glad to hear it. If the Act
was to be applied in this direction to
one officer, it ought to be applied to all
officers. There ought to be no distinction
made unless the exigencies of the service
demanded that an officer be retained. He
had always received the most courteous
and valuable assistance from the Clerk of
the Legislative Assembly, such assistance
as he was bound, of course, to render to
every honorable member. But at the same
time he felt that an injustice was being
done to a number of <VJicers who were
below him in status, and who had a
right to and who expected promotion
with s'uch increases of salary as were
provided for under the Act. He would
also point out that the colony was about
to enter into a Federation, and that officers
wonld be required for the Federal Parliament. He did not anticipate, but he was
speaking now entirely without authority,
that the present occupant of the position
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of Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
would be an applicant for any position
in the Federal Parliament, but the officers
to whom he had alluded, and who
were below the Clerk in status, would be
applicants. Their prospects would be
jeopardized to a very large extent if they
did not receive the promotion to which
they were entitled. He would urge the
committee to take this matter into their
favorable consideration. He had already
referred to the valuable services of the
present Clerk, but he believed that the
officer next in order was quite capable of
discharging in the most satisfactory manner
all the dnties of that most important office.
Under the circumstances, and in order to
test the feelillg of the committee, he submitted the amendment.
Mr. VALE observed that if there was
anything that raised feelings of disgust
amongst the people in his district it was
the enormous amount paid in pensions to
ex-civil servants, and the fact that men
in receipt of pensions were walking about
the streets, not only in Melbourne,
but in most of the towns of the colony,
who were thoroughly fit to do the
work for which they had been trained.
(Mr. Murray-" And some of them competing with those who have not pensions.") Yes, competing very severely
with them. He trusted that no instruction would be given to the Government
which would involve any increase of the
pension list. He felt certain that when the
civil servants whe were not entitled to
pensions reached the age of 60 years
there would be no great anxiety to deprive
them of their positions. If the Government were to insist on retirement at the
age of 60 years, he ventured to assert,
\vithout fear of contradiction, that next
year the pension list would be increased
by £40,000 or £50,000, by men who were
t~lrned out of positions which they were
perfectly able to fill. He had perhaps a
kind of sympathy with the honorable
member for Talbot. Possibly the hon01),able member's chances in political life
would be increased if all the grey-headed
and bald-headed men were turned out of
Parliament. No doubt that might relieve
the competition in political life, and some
honorable members might have a better
chance of obtaining seats in the Federal
Parliament. He trusted that the amendment would be rejected unanimously.
Sir GEORGE TURNER said that the
Public Service Act provided that when a
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public servant arrived at 65 years of control of Parliament. But if he were
age he must retire, unless the Public the person who had to decide it, he would
Service Board certified that it was in the say that there was a very strong reason
interests of the service that he should be why they should retain all the informaretained. There was another provision in tion, all the knowledge, and all the
the Act, that when a pu blic servall t reached ability of the Clerk who had served them
the age of 60 years he might be called so faithfully for so many years.
Dr. MALONEY observed that if the
upon to ret,ire.
In the time of retrenchment, and with the view of effecting a amendment were pressed to a division he
large .saving, a number of officers who had would be obliged to vote for it. At the
reached the age of 60 years were called same time he had a suggestion to make
upon to retire, and their work was under- with regard to these sexagenarians. It
taken by others.
At the present time was that where the services of a sexagenthere were not many officers over 60 years arian were retained his sala,ry should be
Each year reckoned as part of his pension, and
of age in the public service.
·the Government wenli very carefully over should cease with his death. There had
the list, and they had to decide whether it been lllany instances ill the past where
would be wise in the interests of the men who had been given up by their
service that allY particular officer should doctors had sent in their resignations, and
be called upon to retire. -Where they found the country had beell mulcted in a very
that a saving would be effected, and no large sum of money. r:rhe r:rreasurer
injury done to the service, they had en- would remember one particular case
forced the rule very strictly, but in a which had been brought specially before
number of cases they had come to the him. (Sir George Turner-" I have had
conclusion either tha,t there would be that case in my mind ever since.") If
practically no saving or that it would there were only 30 of these men who·
be un wise in the best interests of the were retained in the service after they
State and of the service that the reached the age of 60 years, the sum of
officers should be called upon to retire. at least £20,000 would be lost by the·
There were probably not more than 30 or State in the manner he had indicated,.
40 me11 in the service at the present time unless some regulation were .adopted to,
who were over 60 years of age. He did prevent it. (Sir George Turner-" They
not know that it was wise to lay down, as have their rights under Act of Parlia.it would be laid down if this resolution menli.") Then a short Act could be
was agreed to, that every public servant passed to provide that where a man conshould retire at the age of 60 years. As tinued to be employed after he attained
the honorable member had stated, this the age of 60 years, his salary should be
was not a personal matter. The gentle- taken in lieu of pension, and should end
man whose case was now under discussion at his death. At the present time tbere
merely happened to be the first officer on was a loop-hole for abuse in this respect
the Estimates who was over 60 years of that was never intended.
age. The honorable member no doubt
Mr. BROMLEY said that since bfl hacl
desired to test the feeling of the com- been a member of that Cham bel' he had
mittee as to whether the Act was to be al ways protested against the Public Service
strictly enforced in this respect. If the Act on this particular point.
committee decided that it, should be
Mr. PEAcocK.-The officers of the
strictly enforced, well and good, but from House are not under the Public Service
his own experience, during the last four Act. The Clerk Heed not retire, except 011
or five years, he had no hesitatio)1 in a recommendation of the Speaker, until he'
saying that to lay down a hard-and-fast is 65.
rule, and to leave no discretion to the
Mr. BROMLEY observed that this case·
Government of the day as to each particu- opened up the \vhole question, because the
lar case, would be to make a grave mis- honorable member for Talbot, in submittake.
ting his amendment, made particular referMr. SALMOK.-Is there any special ence to the Public Service Act. He (Mr~.
reason why the section of the Act should Bromley) had always objected to the prQnot be adhered to in 'this part.icular vision in the PubHc Service Act which,
instance 1
fixed a limit-60 years of age-at which
Sir GEORGE TURNER sta.ted that in public servants should retire. A more,
this instance the officers were under the commOll-sense view wO~lld be to retire an
Session 1899.-[180]
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officer when be was unfit to perform his
duties. There were many officers who had
been retired from the service, and were

drawing large pensions, who were no\\' entering into competition with other men in
various professions and callings. Where
this was the case, it showed thut these men
were full of vitality, and were well able to
carryon the official work which they previously performed. It would have been
very much better for the State and the
public if these men had been retained
in the employment of the State,
instead of being allowed to go about
and compete with other people who did
not possess the same advantages. He
would strongly oppose this amendment.
The gentleman whose case was now before
them had all the ability necessary to
perform the highest duty that could be
required of him. But honorable members
had seen many curious cases in which
officers bad been considered indispensable
to the State. A few years ago there was
an officer in the Mines department who
bad attained the age of 63 or 64 years,
and it wa~ declared that his services were
indispensable. to the department. (Mr.
Outtrim-" He \vas a very great loss when
he left.") With that statement he quite
agreed, and it would have been very much
better if the services of that gentleman
had been retained in the Mines department.
But what happened ~ Another
position opened up with a much higher
salary, and it was immediately found that
the services of this gentleman could be
dispensed with so far as the Mines
department was concerned, and he was
removed to a department where he was
practically useless. The services that this
gentleman had rendered to the COUl~tr'Y,
and the !:lpecial know ledge he possessed
with respect to mining matters were
absolutely thrown away in the position he
now held. It was only where a case of
favoritism of this class occurred that the
system of retaining men in the public
. service after they reached the age of 60
years wa~ abused. He was bound to
oppose the present amel1dment, becal~se
both 011 the public platform and
in this chamber he had
always
advocated that it was an unwise
and wooden-headed system to retire'
a man at the age of 60 when he was1n
the full possession of his faculties and
capable of performing his duties in an
efficient manner, especiaJly 1\'hen he
possessed the rip!3ness of wisdom which
Mr. Bromley.
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could only be gained through the experience of many years.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that he entirely agreed with the remarks that had
fallen from the honorable member who
had just resumed his seat. It was, as
the honorable member said, a woodenheaded system to retire officers simply
because they had reached the age of 60
years. There were many officers, he was
sorry to say, who might be retired with
advantage to the State before they reached
the age of 60. Some of these men should
nevet:--have been permitted to enter the
pu blic service at all. But the officer
whose case was in question at the present.
moment was in an entirely different
position to those officers who were outside
the control of the House. This officer
was absolutely under the control of the
House, and he (Mr. Murray) confessed
that he heard with a considerable amount
of surpri:se that he had reached the fatal
age of 60 years. He certainly did not look
anything like 60. The vigorous way in
which he discharged Lis duties showed
that at any rate he had not constitutionally reached that age or anything like it.
He had aU the vigour and capacity of a
man of 35 years of age. For that reason
he (Mr. Murray) regretted the action
taken bv the honorable member for Talbot. (1.fr. T. Smith-" He should withdraw it.") It was to be hoped that the
honorable member would withdraw it.
While this particular officer was under
the control of the House, and while honorable members had him under their own
purview, and knew whether he was capable or not of discharging his duties to
the State, then until he became incapable
of performing his duties, even though
that should not be for 35 years to come,
it would be wise for the House to retain
his services. The case was otherwise with
those who were outside the control of the
House, and it remained a disgraceful fact
that there were men who had gone beyond
the age at which they should have retired
whose retention in the service was due
simply to favoritism, and to the exercise,
in many cases, of something more than
political influence. He (Mr. Murray) had
brought under the notice of the Chamber
the case of Mr. Howitt, to which reference
had been made by the honorable member
for Carlton, when that gentleman was
transferred from the position of Secretary
of Mines to become one of the Audit Commissioners. The approval of the House

The Clerk of the

[28 Nov., 1899.J

to Mr. Howitt's retention of the position
of Secretary of Mines was obtained by
a trick upon honorable members, because they were told by the Minister of
Mines that Mr. Howitt was absolutely indispensable to the Mining department, and
that it was impossible for his services to be
dispensed with. It was upon that ground
that the House acquiesced in Mr. Howitt's
retention, but when a. larger sphere of
usefulness offered itself demanding higher
qmIJifications than were required of the
Secretary of Mines, Mr. Howitt was immediately transferred to that position.
The incident reminded one very much of
the clergyman who bade a tearful fare'well
to his congregation, saying how sorry he
was to leave them, 'but that he felt
it was his duty to leave them because '~a
larger sphere of usefulness" had presell ted itself. Of course he said nothing
about the larger stipend. So it was in
this case. In the case of the retention of
Mr. Howitt and his subsequent transfer to
another department the House was dishonestly dealt with. So long as the section
of the Act remained part of the law it
should be rigorously applied, and without
exception. There was another prominent
case, that of all official whose services had
been retained long beyond the period at
which he should have been retired.
Honorable members knew the reason
of that. It was simply done to block
the promotion of certain other officers,
and thereby save the country the paymeut
of increased pensions; because there were
two or three officers who would have retained their position, and who also having
reached the age would have speedily retired. The retention of such officers was
unfair to the officials who occupied subordinate positions; because in many cases, and in the case to which he especially referred-·-this was made use of to block the
promotion of other officers.' Now, the
financial reason for this officer's retention
having been removed, there existed no
reason why he should be retained for one
day. Of course, the Chief Secretary knew
the officer to whom he (Mr. Murray) was
alluding. As regarded the present vote,
he thought the Premier would have taken
the last division as an indication that the
committee entirely disapproved of the in-,
creases of salaries that were proposed to be
paid to the most highly-paid officials of
the State. He believed it was the intention of the committee that no additions
should be made to, those salaries.
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Sir GEOR'GE TURNER-It applies only
to fi,Te officers-the President and Chairman of Committees in the Legislative
Council, the Speaker and Chai~'man of
Committees in the Assembly, and the
Commissioner of Titles.
Mr. MURRAY said he thought the
intimation given by the division was
intended to go further and apply to
officers in other departments and other
divisions.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-They have only
their percentage deductions given back to
them. I know of no other cases, except
those five officen~, in which increases have
been giYen, and I mentioned those cases
in my Budget state men t.
Mr. MURRAY stated that if he voted
consistently with his own opinions he
could not yote for the proposal of the
honorable member for Talbot. He held
that there was no officer of the House who
more satisfactorily discharged his duties
than the Clerk, and there was no officer
within the whole range of the public
service whom he \yould more regret to see
retired.
Mr. BA.ILES remarked that he regretted
very much the reason which the honorable member for Talbot had given for
proposing his amendment, and if the
division was taken on the reason giYon by
the honorable member it would complicate
the question of the increases of large
salaries. He (Mr. Bailes) had expressed
his intention to vote against all increases
of the higher-paid salaries, but he
thought honorable members would be
placing themselves in a false position if
they were to vote simply on the issue.
raised by the honorable member for
Talbot. If the division was to be taken as
simply on the question that there should
be an intimation to the present Qlerk that
he was to retire, the issue was not that on
which he (Mr. Bailes) desired to vote. He
simply wished to vote against the increase
of salary by ,£120. (Mr. Peacock-" It is
not an increase; it is only what he is
entitled to by law.") At present the Clerk
was receiving £880. (Mr. Peacock-" But
his salary was ,£1,000, and. this is only
restoring the percentage. deduction.") In
his (Mr. Bailes') opinion £880 was quite a
sufficient salary for the Clerk in the existing circumstances of the country, and it
was only on that issue that he desired to
record his vote.
Mr. GRAY observed that he wished it
to be made clear to honorable members
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whether the amendment of the honorable
member for Talbot was merely a question
of bringing back the Clerk's salary to the
amount pe received last year, or whether
it was for the purpose of indicating that
the committee desired that the Clerk
should retire because he was over 60
years of age. He thought honorable
members should know clearly what was
the issue before they voted on the amendment.
Mr. SALMON stated that his position
in the matter was very simple. This. was
the first item the committee had reached
w here an office was held by an officer over
60 years of age. When he proposed his
amendment he said nothing whatever
about the salary of the Clerk. He simply
desired to convey to the committee that
his action in moving the amendment was
caused, not by any belief in the rule that
compelled men to retire at the age of 60,
but because the Premier had so rigorously
exercised that rule in his own and other
departments. He (Mr. Salmon) had asked
specially if there was any particular reason
why an exception should be made in this
case, and he had not up to the present
heard any such reason given.
Mr. TOUrrCHER said he very much
regretted the manner in which the honorable member for Talbot had submitted his
amendment, because it sOffiewhat complicated the issue. He (Mr. Toutcher) was
in the position that he was simply opposed
to any increase of large s~~laries. (Mr.
Peacock-" It is not an increase at all ; it is·
only the salary he is legally entitled to.") If
he was officially assured by the Chief Secretary that this was no increase, he would
certainly vote against the amendment.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that if the
amendment of the honorable member for
Talbot ~as disposed of on the issue of
the retirement of the Clerk, he would
move a further amendment, that the item
be reduced by lOs., so as to enter his
protest agaillst any increase of salary.
Mr. PEACOCK said he would repeat
that this was not an increase of salary.
The matter 'was easily explained. Owing
to the retrenchment, certain percentage
deductions were provided for by Act of.
Parliament, which were to laf'lt for a
certain period. The percentage deductions on the higher salaries, which expired
last, had terminated by law at the end of
the financial year ending the 30th June
last; so that on the 1st of July in the
I)resent financial year, the Act having
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expired, all those officers were legally
entitled to their previous salaries. Similar apparent increases would be seen
right through the Estimates, but they
were really not increases at all, but
merely the restoration of the salaries to
which the officers were legally entitled,
the period of the percentage deductions
ha ving expired.
Dr. MALONEY observed that the
salary of the Clerk last year was £880,
and he considered tha.t was quite enollgh
to pay the Clerk, alt.hough that officer
was a personal friend of his own. 'Vhy,
in another branch of the public service the
Government were not giving trousers as
part of the uniform of officers. (Me.
Toutcher-" Why "make an exception in
the case of the Clerk's salary ~ ") He did
not want to make any exception at all.
He was in favonr of reductions in these
large salaries right along the line. As
the Government would not take the instruction which was intended to be given
by the last division, he would move a
further amendment when he had an
opportunity.
Mr. HAMITON expressed the hope that
the amendment of the honorable member
for Talbot would be withdrawn, and that
the honorable member for Melbourne 'Vest
,vould not propose the amendment he had
indicated. He would point out that the
percentage deductions were the result of a
period of, financial depression in this
colony.
The CHAIRMAN.--I think it will save
time if the committee first decide on the
amen::lment of the honorable member for
Talbot, which ",:'as raised on the issue of
deciding whether the Clerk should retire at
the age of 60. The question of salary can
be dealt with afterwards.
Mr. HAMILTON stated that he hoped
the amendment would be withdrawn in
any case. In his opinion the Estimates
were not the proper place in which to
decide how civil servants should be
treated in this respect. He felt sure that
the Assembly did not want to come to a
hasty decision as to whether the highlypaid officers of the service should be reHe
tired compulsorily at 60 or not.
certainly indorsed the remarks of some
honorable members who had protested
against sending out highly-pensioned
officials to compote with outside persons,
much to the detriment of the latter.
'While the Assembly had a highly efficient
officer like the present Clerk, he thought
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it was well to keep him as long as they he wished to withdraw the amendment.
He also did so because he understood that
decently could.
Mr. KENNEDY remarked that he anything the committee might do would
trusted that the honorable member for have no bearing in the direction he had
Talbot would withdraw his amendment. indicated, because the initiative must come
There was a doubt in the minds,of some from the Speaker, who occupied with rehonorable members as to the question of gard to the officers of t.he House the same
gi ving au instruction by some means to position as the Public Service Board occuthe Government as to whether the high pied in regard to the public service.
Mr. Salmon's amendment was withsalaries which were now being increased
should be restored to the amounts drawn.
which were voted in recent years. There
LOvVER-PAID OFFICERS.
was no doubt that the officers were legally
entitled to the restoration of their salaries
Dr. MALONEY movedto the amounts they were paid before the
That it be an instruction to the Government
retrenclunent policy, and it was not de- that no salary over £400 shall be increased unsirable to mix the issues placed before the til the lower-paid servants of the Grown be paid
committee. If the honorable member for a decent living wage.
Talbot's amendment was withdrawn he He said he wonld again appeal to the
(Mr. Kennedy) would move that the Premier to allow the lower-paid officers'
amount be reduced by £1 for an entirely salaries to be increased before higher
salaries were paid to higher officers. He
different purpose.
The CHAIRMAN. - The 'honorable had no objection to carrying the increases
member caullot move that the vote be re- all along the line, but if salaries over £400
duced by the same amount. I would also were to be increased he wanted justice to
point out that notice has already been be done to the lower-paid men. It was
given by the honorable member for not of much use discussing the matter at
Melbourne vVest that he intends to test length, because whatover honorable memthe question of reducing these salaries by bers said at that hour would not be reproposing as an amendment the reduction ported in the morning papers. . How could
of the vote by lOs.
the Premier expect business to be done
Mr. KENNEDY said he could not properly at that hour ~ Would the right
fDUOW the honorable member for Talbot,
hOllorable gentleman expect his own clients
and he thought that discretion had been to come and see him late at night in the
properly exercised by the Government in same manned It was the height of
retaining the officer in the position he hypocrisy for any Government to say they
were going to insist upon a minimum wage
occupied.
Mr. RA"WSON said that he had always being paid by contractors when they were
been opposed to the compulsory retire- sweating their own servants. Let t,hem
ment of officers who were quite competent first clear out the dirty stables of the Goto discharge their duties, and he held that vernment departments. It was an infamy
opinion stil1. It was extremely ullwise to that that argument had to be used to
com pel men to retire from the public ser- bring pressure on the Government to do
vice and enter into competition with men right in this matter. If an advertisement
outside, when they were quite capable of were put in the papers that there were a
discharging their duties. He was glad to few vacancieR in the police force there
see some honorable members coming round were at once 1,000 applicants. 'Was not
to that view. With regard to the point that an indication of the destitution outunder discussion, he understood that the side ~
law directed that last July retrenchments
Mr. BROWN expressed the hope that
should cease, and salaries be restored to the Treasurer would allow progress to be
what they formerly were. There was reported. The work would be better done
therefore uo increase of salary in this case. on the following day than by hurrying it
Re did not think anything the committee through at that time of night.
did would override an Act of Parliament.
Mr. MUHRAY said he would like to
By Act of Parliament these salaries were . know the position of those officers to whom
restqred, and anything the committee did the amendment of the honorable member
would not affect them.
for Melbourne YVest was intended to refer.
:Mr. SALMON remarked that, in defer- He understood that the officers were enence to the. wishM of honorable members, titled to the sums that appeared on the
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Estimates. (Mr. Peacock-" Hear, hear.")
If that were the case, he did not very well
see how this amendment could be carried
without doing an illegal act. He would
like to be clear as to the restoration of the
percentages to the various departments of
the public service. He believed that the
Act imposing reductions expired on the 1st
of July. (Mr. Peacock-" On 30th June.")
Then by law the officers were entitled to
the amounts which appeared on the Estimates .. Had the percentage reductions of
the lower-paid officers been restored ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Yes. All of them
were restored by the end of the last financial year.
'
Mr. IRvINE.-Then you will have to pay
them, even if this amendment were carried.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; even if this were
carried.
Mr. MURRAY said with regard to the
increments, was it to be understood that
the increments of those receiving under
£250 a year were to accrue ~
Sir GEORGE rrURNER.-'What increments
does the honorable member refer t01 I do
not exactly follow the honorable member.
Mr. MURRAY said that some public
servants complained that their increments
had been ~topped. He hoped that thes6
were to be restored.
Mr. HAMILTON remarked that the
observation of the honorable member for
Warrnambool probably referred to the
railway servants whose increments were
stopped for some time, but had since been
restored. He would ask the honorable
member for Melbourne West to withdraw
his amendment. It was about as indefinite as anything could be. If the honorable member had searched the whole vocabulary of the English language he could not
have framed his proposal in more indefinite terms. (Dr. Maloney-" You put it
right, then.")
It was impossible to
put it right in the manner proposed.
If Parliament distinctly refused to pay
these increments as they were due, it
would be guilty of a most unjust act.
Because Parliament deliberately provided
in the Act which made certain reductions
in the salaries of public servants that those
reductions should cease on a certain date,
and if Parliament was to be an honorable
body it ought certainly to keep its word.
Not that he believed this salary was what
it should be, because he thought £880
was sufficient for the work, but because he
felt that Parliament was bound to carry
out its solemn undertaking to restore the
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percentage reductions at a certain date.
1£ a majority of honorable members believed that the salary was too high, let
it be reduced by Act of Parliament. It
would be an unjust thing to reduce it on
the Estimates, and much as he desired to
see the honorable member's proposal in
regard to the lower-paid members of the
public service carried, he could not do a,
great injustice to one officer or one class
of officers in order to try to get justice for
others. (Mr. Murray-" You do not wish
to do ill that good may come.") No, he
did not. Besides it was very doubtful if
the good would come even if the amendment was carried. He hoped, therefore,
that it would be withdrawn, and that
later on an attempt would be made to increase the pay of those portions of the
public service which honorable members
all knew were underpaid.
Mr. BUOMLEY said he would like the
Government to state what was the legal
position, supposing the proposal of the
honorable member for Melbourne 'Vest
was carried? Thf~t proposal placed members of the Assembly who were not in
favour of increasing large salaries in a
very invidious pOE>ition. Parliament made
a certain agreement, or passed an Act of
Parliament reducing the salaries of the
pu blic servants. That Act had expired
and the percentage reductions were restored in consequence. In what position
would the Government be if the amendment was carried ~
Would it not be
necessary for them to seek to re-enact the
Act of Parliament which expired at the
end of last J'uno, or to bring in a retrospective Bill? (Mr. Peacock-" It would
req uire an Act of Parliament to make
certain percentage reductions.") It was
well that the committee should be
thoroughly acquainted with that fact,
because if an Act of Parliament was required to carry out what the honorable
member for Melbourne West wanted, it
would be a perfect farce to waste further
time over the amendment, seeing that it
would be altogether inoperative, even if
carried. (:\£r. Bailes-" It would be a
direction to the Government to introduce
such a measure.") But it was scarcely
possible the Government could bring in
such a measure during the present session
and the officers whose salaries were increased at the expiration of the Aqt in
J uno last, would be legally entitled to
receive their increases in the meantime.
The committee would therefore be put in
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an extremely ridiculous position if the
amendment was adopted. That was the
only reason why he would vote against
the amendment, and not because he was
in favour of increasing high salaries, for
he was certainly opposed to any such thing
until the lower-paid servants of the State
got their increases.
Mr. TOUTCHER said he would urge
the honorable member for Melbourne
,Yest to withdraw his amendment, because it placed him and oth~r honorable
members in a very invidious position.
The honorable member said he was trying
to do an act of justice to the subordinates
in the public senyice, and he should not
ask the committee to do an act of injustice in order to accomplish the act of
justice he had in view. By adopt.ing t.he
honorable member's proposal the Assembly
would be committing a breach of law,
in fact, an act of repudiation. I t was in
accordance with an Act of Parliament that
tllE'Se officers' percentage reductions were
restored.
Recognising that Parliament
had so decreed, these men had doubtless
incurred certain obligations, and they
should not be deprived of the amounts
Parliament deliberately decided to restore
to them, anel thus prevented from discharging the obligations they had incurred on the faith of an Act of Parliament. The hunorable member for Melbourne 'Yest frequently advocated that j ustice should be dOlle, and he ought to recognise that it would be wrong to do the injustice his present proposal necessarily
involved.
The public servant.s whose
salaries would be affected by the adoption
of the amendment had suffered very
hea,vy percentage redLlctions, had made
great sa,crifices, and had contributed a great
deal of money to the revenue of the colony
for years past, and therefore ought to
receive fair pla,y. If the committee was
going to deal ont j nstice to one portion of
the public service, they should deal out
even-handed justice to al1.
Mr. SALMON remarked that two
different 1110tives had been ascribed to
him in regard to the a'Jtion he took on a
previous item, neither of which would do
him very much credit. Personally he diel
not care for that, but, nnfortunately,
others had been involved. He had been
told that he took the course in question
a t the request or desire of certain officers
of the House, but he wished to tell the
committee-and he hoped honorable
members wonld take his "word for it-that
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that was absolutely incorrect. He had
had no previons conversation or discussion
with any of the officers of the House,
and not one of them had expressed any
desire to him that he shOUld take the
action he did. Each and all of the officers
of the House knew absolutely nothing
about what he (Mr. Salmon) was going to
do in the matter, and it was not at their
desire, or at the instigation of any of
them, that he took the action he did. He
would be very sorry if any word or action
of his did any injury to any of the officers
of the House, or to any public servant in
Yictoria. He sincerely hoped honorable
members would take his assurance that
what he did was done entirely on his own
motion, and was not inspired by anyone,
or done at t.he desire of anyone.
MI'. KENNEDY stated that he felt in
a somewhat difficult position in regard to
the amendment of the 'honorable member
for Melbourne 'West, and he thought it
would clear the ground at the present
time if the Treasurer could see his way to
tell the honorable member that at some
subsequent stage of the discussion on the
Estimates he would have an opportunity
of testing the feeling of the committee as
to whether the higher salaries paid to certain public servants were or were not too
high.
The honorable member lllust
re9.lize that if his present proposal was
carried it virtually meant the repealing of an Act of Parliament, because the
Estimates as submitted simply carried out
what was previously decided on by Act of
Parliament, namely, by restoring to the
higher-paid officers of the public service
the percentage reductions which they were
enti tIed to from the end of J Ilne ~ast.
He did not think it was the intention of
the honorable member for Melbourne
West to attempt anything of that sort.;
but believed that the idea in the
hOllorable member's mind was to get
an expression of opinion from the committee as to whether those higher salaries
should be paid or not-whether they were
j llstifiable in the present circumstances of
the country.
(Mr. Hamilton-" That
question was practically decided by the
vote with regard to the Spea,ker's salary.")
No, that vote had no application to this
question; they were two entirely different
cases. (Mr. Irvine-" I don't think they
are; I think they are the same.") VV' ell,
as he understood the matter, the percentage reductions did .not apply to those
to whom the previous resolution applied,
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whereas the percentage reductions and
their restoration did apply to the officers
to whom the honorable member's amendment would apply. The honorable member for Melbourne West evidently desired
to test the feeling of the committee as to
whether it was right to continue paying
these high salaries until the lowerpaid officers in the public service were
remunerated at a better rate than at
the present time, and he (Mr. Kennedy)
would certainly like to see the feeling of
the committee tested on that question,
because he had felt for a considerable
time that, notwithstanding the valuable
services rendered to the State by a number
of those officers, they were being paid ont
of proportion to the services they rendered,
while other men who gave their whole
time and attention to the services of the
State got barely sufficient pay to provide
themselves and their families with the
mere necessaries of life. If the Treasurer
would give an assurance that an opportunity could be taken ·at a later stage to
test the opinion of the committee as to
the desirableness of paying these higher
salaries, the amendment could be withdrawn for the present. The Estimates
could then be passed as they stood, and
on a subsequent occasion honorable members could consider and determine the desirableness of repealing the Act under
which these high salaries-,Sir GEORGE TURNER.-rrhe honorable
member will have an opportunity later on
when the Estimates are being reported to
the House; he can challenge any item
then just as well as he can in committee.
Mr. IRVINE.-There is -not too much
time to pass an Act of Parliament.
Mr. PEACOCK.-No.
Mr. KENNEDY observed that if the
Treasurer would promise the honorable
member for Melbourne West an opportunity of raising the q llestion as to the
propriety or otherwise of paying these high
salaries on a specific motion-Sir GEORGE 1'URNER.-I could not promise to give the h0norable member an
opportunity of raising the question on a
motion distinct and separate from the
Estimates.
Mr. KENNEDY said he had no doubt
the honorable member's purpose would be
served if he could submit such a proposal
while the Estimates were under consideration. (Sir George Turner-" He can do
it on the report.") 1'hat being so, the
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honorable member ought to withdraw his
amendment.
Mr. IRVINE said he was afraid the
committee were getting into a difficulty
in connexion with this matter. He could
not agree with the honorable member for
Benalla, because this was the proper time
to deal with the question if it was to be
dealt with at all. He did not think, however, that honorable members were anxious
to do a deliberate injustice, and they,
were on the verge of doing what was very
like a deliberate injustice. 1'here was no
doubt that the officers whose salaries they
were proposing to deal with now had a
statutory right to these increases.
Of
course, Parliament had the power to deprive them of that statutory right, but to
do so would be an act of political injustice. 1'he Act which.dealt with this matter
was No. 1359, which was called the Special
and other Appropriations Retrenchment
Act. This Act had reference to a number
of officers, including officers of Parliament
and the Speaker. 1'he Speaker was in
exactly the same position with regard to
his salary as the other officers, but that
was no reason why they should do a
further injustice.
It was, however, an
injustice to the Speaker to deprive him of
the right to which he was entitled.
1\11'. MURlL<\.Y.-·What was the Speaker'S
salary in 1893 1
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The Speaker'S
salary ,vas £1,500; then we made it
'£1,000, subject to a percentage reduction.
The Act provides for the restoration of
the percentage reductions.
Mr. IRVINE observed that that was a
distinct.ioll he was not aware of.
The
Act provided for percentage reductions in
the salaries of officers of Parliament, the
Agent-General, the 1\1aster-in-Eq nity, and
the County Court Judges.
The arguments which applied to 011e applied to all.
Another Act was passed whieh gave an
assurance to these highly - paid officers
that after the 30th of June of this
year they would get back the original
salaries. It provided that tile said Act
should continue in force so far as regarded each officer whose rate of pay
exceeded £200 until the 30th of J nne,
(Mr. Murray1899, and no longer.
"That is a different thing.") He sincerely
hoped that the committee were not now
going to deprive these officers of the
increases of salaries to which they were
entitled. He did not know whether they
could do that on the present occasion.
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They might carry an amendment, and
if the Government accepted it as an indication of the desire of the committee,
they might then introduce a Bill and get
Parliament to pass it, but that Bill would
apply to all officers in the public service
receiving more than £200 a year. If
there was an urgent necessity for it, of
course Parliament would have to continuo
the percentage reductions.
That was a
matter of public policy, but he would
submit that to do it in this way, and at
this time, would be unjust.
Mr. T. SMITH said he did not know
what good would come from the discussion
of this question on the Estimates or on
the report. Admittedly the committee
could only pass an abstract resolution, and
they could not expect the Government to
introduce a Bill at this stage of the session.
The three years for which the percentage
reductions were to continue had expired,
and the original salaries were being paid.
It would manifestly be a very gross injustice indeed to put such a resolution as was
suggested into effect, or to try to do so,
without force of law. He held very pro·
, nounced opinions with regard to the high
salaries that were paid to public servants.
Under existing circumstances, he could
not vote for the resolutiol1. It could not
do any good. The Premier might introduce the question in another form, when it
could be fully discussed.
Dr. MALONEY asked the Premier
whether, in every case, the increases of
salary shown in the Estimates were simply
a restoration of the percelltage reductions? (Sir George Turner-" Excepting
in the five cases to which I drew attention in the Budget statement.") Many
honorable members did not, he thought,
understand that. He would be very loath
to do a wrong to any public servant. He
would far rather face the whole question,
and reduce the higher salaries generally,
if the lower salaries could not be increased
to what he considered to be a bir level.
The amendment had had the~. effect ot
educating honorable members as to the
real state of affairs, and under the circumstances he would have no objection to
withdraw it.
'rhe amendment was withdrawn.
The vote was agreed to, as were also
the votes to complete the votes of £250
for the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, £3,310 for Victorian
Parliamentary Debates, '£2,238 for the
Library, £675 for Refreshment - rooms,
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£300 for 'Vater Power for Parliament
Houses, and £532 for Parliament-gardens.
ACTING GOVERNMENT
ASTRONOMER.
On the vots to complete the vote of
£16,786 to complete the vote for Admillistrative and Scientific (Chief Secretary's
office ),
Mr. GURR asked the Chief Secretary
why t.he Acting Government Ast.ronomer
was not permanently appointed to his
office 1
Mr. PEACOCK said there were several
officers who were appointed "Acting"
pending the report of the Reclassification
Board, and the appeals which were now
being heard.
This was one of those
" Acting" appointments.
Mr. GURR asked whether the matter
would he dealt with before the session
closed 1 (Mr. Peacock-" No.") Then
that would mean its postponement for
another h .. elve months. Victoria should
keep pace with the other colonies with
regard to its Observatory, and it appeared
to him that that department was llot
being as liberally dealt with as it should
be.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-It has got an
increase of £1,000.
Mr. PEACOCK. - The Treasurer has
granted the requests made by the A.cting
Government Astronomer.
Mr. GURR said it seemed to him that
sufficient importance was not attached to
this department by the Gqvernment. He
trusted that it would receive the consideration which it deserved.
Mr. MURRAY stated that, in his
opinion, the salary paid to the Acting
Goverl1lnent Astronomer was altogether
inadequate. There were officers in other
departments receiving £1,000 a year
who had perhaps no better educational
q lla} ifications than a State school scholar.
Signor Baracchi was a man of special
qualificatiQlls, a thorough mathematician,
and in every way fitted for the important
position he occupied. It had bee11 stated
that if the Government were to get brains
they would have to pay for them. Here
was an officer of cultivated and educated
brains filling a position in \vhich he was
able to reflect great credit and distinction
on the colony, and yet he was paid only
£400 a year. It appears that the maximum Ealary of the office was £725. "Vas
that the salary that Signor Baracchi's predecessor received ~ (Sir George Turner-
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"£750 is the maximum salary of the
office.") He did not think that the position of Signor Baracchi should depend
upon the report of the Reclassification
Board. He was sure honorable members would agree that £400 was an
absurdly small salary to pay to
the Acting Government Astronomer.
If the salary could not be increased while
Mr. Baracchi remained merely the Acting
Government Astronomer, it was the duty
of the Government to appoint him Government Astronomer without any reference to the Public Service Board or to the
Reclassification Board. If the Government were to do this, he (:Mr. :M:urray)
had eyery confidence that their act would
be ratified by Parliament.
Mr. GURH. said he understood the Chief
Secretary to say that the Reclassification
Board had dealt with the matter, and that
Mr. Baracchi's salary would be increased.
Mr. PEAcocK.-N 0; I referred only to
the question of filling up permanently
what are now acting appointments, and
this is one of them.
Mr. GURR remarked that if the appointment were made permanent, the
salary would be increased accordingly.
plr. Peacock-" It might or it might
not.") £400 \vas a ridiculously small
salary to pay to such an officer. He should
receive the maximum of £750.
Mr. PEACOCK ·stated that he would
make a note of the matter and bring it up
for the consideration of the Cabinet at
its next meeting. There was 110 doubt that
Mr. Baracchi was a very good officer.
Dr. MALONEY observed that he desired to indorse the remarks of previous
speakers with reference to the Assistant
Government Astronomer.· He also wished
to suggest that some recognition should
be made of the work done by the many
gentlemen throughout the colony who
took care of the rain gauges.
Mr. PEACOCK said that the Acting
Government Astronomer had reported to
him that the records of rainfall were not
absolutely complete. The Government
then placed a certain amount of money at
Mr. Baracchi's disposal, and he was
enabled to go round and inspect the
stations wbere these records were taken by
honorary officers. An cxtraOl:dinary state
of affairs was found to exist in two places
at least. ~1r. Baracchi had now completed his inspection, and had made
arrangements for the propel' equipment of
the stations, so that the records would be
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more complete in the future than they
had been in the past. ",Vherever possible
the rain gauges had been placed in
charge of State officers, in order that Mr.
Baracchi might ha,ve full control over
them.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that in many
cases it would still be necessary to employ
private inclividuals to look after the rain
gauges. In such cases he thought it
would be a good thing if some card or
other acknowledgment were sent to these
people every year thanking them for the
work they did. Such a memento would
be valued by them. His attention had
been drawn to this matter in three different parts of the colony. The people
who supplied this information stated to
him that they never got a letter of thanks
or any acknowledgment that they had
done their duty.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that he would
look into the matter, and have a consultation with ~fr. Baracchi.
ELECTORAL REGISTRARS.
On the vote to complete the vote
(£13,831) for the Government Statist,
~lr. T. SMITH drew attention to the
itenl-" Allowances to registrars, £4,500."
He said he wished to refer to the question of
the remuneration of electoral registrars.
rrhere \vere over 700 of these registrars
in the colony, and they complained very
much indeed that, while their work had
been greatly increased by variolls Acts of
Parliament, no increase had been made in
their pay. (Mr. Methven-" A promise
of extra pay was given.") Several promises of that kind had been made. (Mr.
Peacock-" As a matter of fact, the remuneration of electoral registrars has never
been reduced.") That was true, but the
work had been greatly increased. Where
it used to take a man about three minutes·
to make out an elector's right, it now took
quite five minutes to put the necessary
questions and do the writing required.
If the registrar were at all slow as
a penman, it would take him six
and a half minutes.
A promise was
made as long ago as when :Mr. ·Wilson
was Under-Secretary that an early opportunity would be taken to recompense these
people for the increased work. That promise had never been redeemed. The registrars had formed themselves into an
association, and were taking action to have
their case properly represented.
They
intended to approach the Chief Secretary

"Victorian Year-Boole.

[28 Nov., 1899.J

II

Victo1'ian Year-Boole."

2715

Secretary might tell the committee why
more progress was not being made. 'Vas it
through want Ot funds, and consequently an
insufficient staff? Mr. Fenton was understood to be an exceptiollally capable man,
thoroughly well qualified to do the work.
It was known that he worked very hard.
If the Yea1'-Boolc. were not continued, it
would mean that this colony would be
allowed to drop behind the 'others. A
great many foreigners who came to the
country were anxious to see the. YearBoolc, and expected to find in it the very
latest information about the colony, and
about its productions. They were naturally disappointed to find that there was
no official record of' such information
brought np to date, and it was to the dis·
advantage of the country that the publica.
tion was not regularly issued. In almost
every civilized cOtlntry such publications
were issued regularly, and in America they
were to be found in every state of the
Union. He urged the Chief Secreta,ry to
do all that he possibly could to expedite
the publication of this much-required. and
anxiously-Iooked-for work.
GOVEHNMENT STATIST.
Dr. MALON EY said he regretted to
Mr. TOUTCHER expressed the hope find that some of the European statistieal
that steps would be taken to permanently registers contained a statement that they
appoint a Government Statist, so as to could obtain no recent data as, to the
remove the blot which now existed upon statistics of the colony of Victoria. That
our records through the use of the was certainly a slur upon this colony
title of Assistant Government Statist. It which should be removed. With regard
was not to the credit of the colony that to the electoi'al registrars, the Chief
our official publications should bear such Secretary would recollect that he (Dr.
a title. It indicated that the colony had Maloney) asked a question upon this very
got into a peculiar position.'
matter, and, speaking from memory, he
thought the honorable gentlemen told him
"VICTORIAN YEAR-BOOK."
tha.t a donation was to be given to each
Mr. MURRAY asked the Chief Secre- electoral registrar on account of the extra
tary when it was intended to resume the work which the registrars had to dc' in
publicatioll of t.he VictO?'ictn Year-Boole? connexion with the federation question.
It was now four years since the Year- With regard to the registrars of births
Boole 'YaS published, and there was that and deaths, he thought their payment was
period of time to make up. (:Mr. Pea- -really a specimen 6f starvation rori1l1llera~
cock--" Four years had lapsed, and then' tion. On the 10th of Juno, 1895, the fee
in 1898 there was a summary bringing it paid to registrars of births and deaths was
up to date.") It was no doubt politic not reduced from 28. 6d. to 2s.-a retrenchto publish a Yea1'-Boolc during the two or ment of 20 per eent.-and on the 19th of
three lean years that had been experi- March, 1895, the fee paid to the same
enced. But now that we had all over- officers in connexion with vaccination, was.
±rowing revenue, a good harvest, a splendid reduced from Is. to 6d. If the Chief
wool clip, and high prices, it was high time Secretary was aware of the amount of
that the publication should be resumed. clerical work which the registrars had to
He understood that the YeaT-Boolc would do in connexion with births, deaths,
consist of about 1,000 pages, but at the and vaccination, he must know that the
rate at which the work was proceeding it small payment made to them could not
would be about the middle of next cen- possibly remunerate them adequately, and
tury before the book was out. The Chief frequently these registrars had j'o pay for

upon the matter as soon as they were able,
and he (Mr. Smith) had been asked to
bring the matter before the committee, with
the view of getting some reply from the
Chief Secretary, as to whether he wonld recognise the extra duties thrust upon these
officers. He was told that by the last
alteration in the law if one or more people
changed their residence, and wished that
alteration recorded upon, their electors'
rights, they could request the electoral
registrar to go through the forms of a
court of petty sessions to have the alteration properly effected. That would mean
that the registrar might be called upon
once a week to attend the court, and to
wait a long time before the case was
brought ,on. The Chief Secretary might
look into the question, and see whether it
was not possible to give these people
something like fair remuneration. He
(Mr. Smith) knew several of them, and
they were very capable officers. 'l'hey did
more ,york for a small amount of pay than
any other Government officers with whom
he was acquainted.
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their own offices. He did not know of
anything more in the nature of a starvation policy than that which was pursued
in connexion with the unfortunate registrars of births and deaths.
Mr. SALMON suggested that progress
should be reported.
Sir GEORGE 1.'URNER . .,.- W e will go on
until we deal with division No. 12.
Mr. SALMON stated that he supposed
the Premier was thoroughly satisfied with
the work which the committee had been
doing that night. A handful of member~
had been voting a way thousands of
pounds of the taxpayers' money in the
most free and easy f::tshion. History for
the last two or three years had been repeating itself, and the Estimates, which
ought to have been placed before the committee long ago, so as to be properly discussed, were being rushed through. (Mr.
Peacock-" There has not been much
rushing to-night, so far.") He desired to
support the honorable member for Warrnambool in his remarks as to the necessity
of getting out the Year-Boolc as rapidly
as possible. It was a positive scandal
and a reflection upon the colony of Victoria that we had to depend upon the
statist of New South Wales for information
about this colony. We were compelled to
go to Mr. Coghlan to obtain information
which should be supplied by Victorian
officers in a Victorian department. Again,
it certainly did not accord with the
dignity of the colony to have publications
issued with the imprint of "AssistantGovernment Statist." That officer had
been assistant long enough, and surely
the Chief Secretary was not going to wait
for the Anomalies Board to remedy this
anomaly. He (Mr. Salmon) supposed
that in due time there would be a statist's
office for the whole of Australia, but until
then Victoria should certainly keep in line
with the other colonies ·and not lag behind
in the way it was doing with regard to
supplying statistical information.
Mr. PEACOCK said he desired to refer
to two or three points \V hich had been
mentioned. Tho honorable member for
Emerald Hill brought up the question of
the remuneration of the electoral registrars.
There was an impression existing
that the electoral registrars had had their
remuneration reduced, but, as a matter of
fact, they had never been redu:!ed through
all the period of retrenchment. It was
quite tnte, however, that owing to the
Purification of the Rolls Act and
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different other amendments of the law,
which were passed with the object of
giving the public greater facilities with
regard to taking out electors' rights,
the work of the electoral registrars
had been increased. The honorable. member for Ararat had stated that an association had been formed of 700 electoral
registrars, who were conferring together
in order to make representations to him
(Mr. Peacock). All he could say was that
he would be very pleased to receive the
representations an9 to consider them, but
they had never yet brought their grievances directly under his notice. He desiren to point out that the question of
the remuneration of the eiectoral registrars was rather a difficult matter to deal
with. One or two honorable members
had referred to the work of the electoral
regist.rars ill connexion with the federal
polls, and had asked that they should receive extra remuneration. N ow, he (Mr.
Peacock) would admit that some of the
electoral registrars, particularly those in
the larger centres, where a large number
of rights had to be issued, had an immense
amount of work to do. On the other
hand, there were some registrars who,
owing to the fact that there was a large
ratepaying roll, which they had only to
copy, and where, perhaps, only ha1£-adozen electors' rights were issued in six
months, were exceedingly well paid. (An
Honorable Member - "How . are they
paid 1") The payment of the electoral
registrars was on the basis of population, and in some cases the registrars
were remarkably we]] paid for the small
amount of work which they had to do in
copying their rolls from the ratepayers'
lists. In those cases, however, where there
was a large number of rights issued there
was n~ doubt that the work of the registrar had been increased bv Parliament.
In view of this varying state of affairs
honorable members would see how difficult it was for him to make any promise
right off, except that he would look
thoroughly into the matter when the
registrars made their representations. He
was fully satisfied that some of the electoral registrars were handsomely paid at
present. He had seen lists sent in on
which there were only half a dozen electors' rights issued during the year, and
perhaps the registrar received £30 or £40
per annum. This was one reason why
there had been some difficulty in determining how much extra work was
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imposed on the various registrars in C011nexion with the issue of rights for the
federation polls. Of course he knew some
of the electoral registrars would say, " Yes,
it is quite true that we have not issued
many rights, but we were seated in
our offices 'vaiting to do so if we had
However, when
been called upon."
the registrars made their representat.ions
he would consider what fair scheme
could be devised to remunerate those
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.
:Mr. O'NEILL remarked that the
- 1tura1 statistics were published long
agncu
after harvest operations had taken place.
He would suggest that they should
be published in seetions. The harvest
commence d in November in the early
parts of the colony, and if the statistical
information was published in sections it

would give the grain merchants and producers an opportunity of knowing the facts.
registrars who had had excessive duties The old system had been to publi£h these
placed upon them. ,Vith regard to the statistics about March, when they cOllld
allowances to registrars of births and be of little use and were indeed misdeaths, he might mention that the fee leadillg. The same criticism applied to
used to be 2s_ 6d., but it was reduced to
2s. The Treasurer had now consented to putting in crops. The Chief Secretary
promised to inquire into the matter and
increase the amount from the 1st of to submit the view to the Statist, with a
January next. ,Vith regard to the ap- view of seeing if some alteration could
pointment of a Government Statist, he take place some time ago.
would point out that the Government
Statist was a permanent officer. It was
Mr. GRAY said that, with regard to
all very well to talk about there being the reply of the Premier in connexion
only an Assistant Government Statist, but with the registrars of births and deaths
honorable members knew that immediately as to increasing the payment from 2s. to
any officer who was in an acting position the original sum of 2s. 6d., the request
was appointed permanently all other had also been made that the vaccination
officers in acting positions, whether they fees' should also be restored from 6d. to
were acting chief warders, acting chief Is.
clerks, or acting governors of gaols, would
Mr. PEACOCK.-That is a matter conimmediately send in similar applications cerniqg the Health department.
and contend that they had as good a case
The vote was agreed to.
for appointment to a permanent posiPOLICE.
tion as the officer who was appointed.
The position of Government Statist
On the vote to complete the vote of
was not filled up, and there was also £263,266 for the Police,
the position of Government Actuary.
Mr. MURRAY said that he noticed
rrhere was also Mr_ Treacey in eonnexion that the hitter x was placed before the
with the celebration of marriages. Con- item-" Chief Commissioner, £900." Did
cerning the Yectr-Boolc, it was true that that indicate that the officer was to be an
owing to retrenchments this work had not ex-Chief Commissioner shortly, or was he
been brought up to date for some four to be retained in the service year after
years. About eighteen 11l0nth~ ago the year ~ He had nothing personally to say
Governmentdecided that temporary clerical against Mr. Chomley, but he did complain
assistallce should be placed at the assist- about retaining the officer when his
ance of Mr. Fenton, in order that he retention absolutely blocked promotion
might compile a summary of the statistics from the top (!If the service to the
for those four years. This was done last bottom.
A few years ago there
year. He (Mr. Peacock) had telephoned was the substanti::tl reason that the
that day to Mr. Fenton concerning the retention of Mr.
Chornley involved
Yea1'-Boolc for 1898.
Mr. Fenton pro- a saving. There were three gentlemen
mised that it would be issned early next occupymg positions immediately below
year. He would promise the House that the Chief Commissioner, all of whom had
the necessary temporary assistance would nearly arrived at the age a,t. which they
be obtained to bring out the work if . could be retired from the service. He did
necessary. Of course it was not possible not think it had ever been pleaded that
to get in all the returns in order to bring Mr. Chomley was indispensable to the
out the book at an earlier date, but :Mr. police force. But he had been an effecFenton had undertaken that it should be tive public servant. He (Mr. Murray)
brought out early llext year.
believed that Mr. Chomley was beyond
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the age of 65. Of course, Mr. Chomley
did not look it. Any honorable member
would be rejuvenated if they were in such
a position as Mr. Chomley had occupied
for some time. It was a wonder to him
(Mr. Murray) that the head of a department in this country ever grew old, as the
service was one that a man should never
grow old in. W·hen was it intended to
retire Mr. Chomley from the service 1 It
said a greab deal for the popularity of the
gentleman that an outcry had not been
raised against his retention before now.
He would like the Minister to be absolutely candid with the committee on the
present occasion, and to tell honorable
members if he had any intention at all of
ever retiring the gentleman referred to, as
long as the preseJilt Chief Secretary held
office ~ The Estimates showed that Mr.
Chomley was now restored to his former
salary of £900 a year. That was an increase
of £108 as compared to what was paid to
him last year. There was no item in this
division to show what was paid to officers
in lieu of quarters, but for allowances of
officers in lieu of grooms, and for repairs
to saddlery, .£40 each per annum was
allowed, and as there were seventeen of
them this came to £680. Another addition to the £900 which Mr. Chomley received was in regard to quarters. He did
not suppose that Mr. Chomley lived as an
ordinary policeman did in barracks. 'Vhat
was the cost of these quarters to the
State1 Also, was Mr. Chomleyallowed a
horse 1 A horse was scarcely necessary
for the performance of the duties of the
Chief Commissioner. It was likely that
the Chief Commissioner travelled about
the city on a tram, ~-ts honorable members
did, and did not keep a horse at all.
Mr. BAILES stated that he wished to
bring under the notice of the committee
the absurdly small amount allowed to
police when travelling. A policeman who
had to come down to Bendigo in the early
morning train, bringing a prisoner to Pentridge, and had to return by the express at
night, received the magnificent allowance
of Is. 6d. So that such a policeman had
to patronize a sixpenny restaurant while
in town. (Mr. Murray-" A policeman
who has to pay for his meals does not
know his '.vayabout.") Would the Chief.
Secretary look into the matter and see if
some addition to the allowance could be
made 1
Mr. BROMLEY remarked that he
wished to call attention to the position
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of the licensing inspectors, and the way
they were carrying out tbe licensing law.
"Vas the Chief Secretary aware that men
had been appointed licensing inspectors
who were avowed abstainers ~ He had no
objection to them being abstainers; there
could be no objection to them on that
account. But it was objectionable that
some of these men were temperance
lecturers, who went about conducting temperance debates on the platform. Men
of that character and calibre could not
help being biased in the discharge of their
duties. It was a well-known fact at
present that it was not prosecution but
persecution that took place for Sunday
trading. AU kiud of trickery and dodges
of the most contemptible description were.
resorted to for the purpose of catching
publicans who might unfortunately chance
to sell a glass of beer on Sunday. Honorable members all knew the ridiculousness
of the Licensing Act and the anomalies
that existed under it. If the Act met
with the approval' of the public, the
public would not defy it as they did
throughout the length and breadth of
the community. If that were so, why lvaS
not more discretion and moderation used
by the police themselves in the execution
of their duty ~ Only last Sunday the
police ,vere scouting the northern portions
of the metropolitan district on bicycles for
the purpose of endeavouring to catch pub-.
licans selling a glass of liquor. 'Vhat
happened a few hours before ~ In the
same neighborhood a train was nearly
wrecked within a mile of the place he was
speaking of, and within a couple of hundred yards an attempt was made to burn
down a signal-box by a gang of larrikins.
Where ,,'ere the police then ~ They were
preparing to prosecute or persecute a few
publicans for trying to sell a glass
of beer on Sunday, instead of trying
to arrest housebreakers and thieves.
Only a little while ago Parliament passed
an Act that was intended to do
away with an il1iquity which was supposed to exist in the community.
Parliament passed an Act to suppress
street betting, but during "Cup" week
bookmakers in hundreds were taking bets
in Bourke-street, and touting every passerby, while the police walked about amongst
them and took not the slightest notice of
their infringement of the law. That was
an offence held to be an outrage against
public opinion, and such strong indignation was expressed that Parliament passed
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a special Act to suppress it, but that Act
was not enforced. Street betting had not
been suppressed, nor had any serious
aUempt been made to suppress it, and
yet a hotel-keeper must be prosecuted and
persecuted if he supplied a glass of beer
to a thirsty individual who wanted it
on a hot summer Sunday, and for a
third offence the h0tel-keeper's licence,
.and means of earning a livelihood,
could be taken from him. 'There was
one case, in which a hotel-keeper named
O'Sullivan of Port Melbourne was persecuted by a constable named Brown, until
he had to give up his hotel. The honorable member for Port Melbourne could
corroborate his statement of the facts of
that case. O'Sullivan's daughter afterwards endeavoured to get a licence for an
hotel in Collingwood, but the persecution
was followed up, and the licence was refused. Now, O'Sullivan had never been
convicted for having his bar door open
during prohibited hours, or for Sunday
trading-he never had a prosecution
against him, and he was never brought up
for any offence under the Licensing Act.
The whole cause of the trouble was
because he had occasion to report Constable Brown to the sub-inspector. Constable Brown, who had an evil reputation
in the district, and had violated the law
himself, had persistently persecuted
O'Sullivan 011 that account, and had
rendered it impossible for him to
get a living,
although O'Sullivan
was an old man.
This question of
prosecutions under the Licensing Act
called for the serious attention of the'
Ohief Secretary. No respectable person
in the community objected to prosecutions
for flagrant violations of the Act, but the
public genemllyobjected to this system
of persecution, and the time was not far
distant when a demand would be made for
a measure to amend the Licensing Act,
which was so full of anomalies, and so
much against the wishes and desire's of
the public. If the present Government
did not bring in a measure of that kind,
some other Government would.
Mr. KENNEDY said he desired to bring
under the notice of the Chief Secretary a
matter to which considerable attention
was directed ill and out of this House some
time ago, namely, the manner in which the
destitute were dealt with by putting them
in ,gaol for no crime, but only because
they were unable to earn a livelihood.
Notwithstanding all the precautions taken,
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the instructions to the police, the circulars
to the magistrates, and the provision made
by the Treasurer for the accommodation
of such destitute persons in the charitable
institutions of the colony, cases were recorded in the newspapers from time to
time of persons being committed to gaol
for no crime whatever, but simply on account of their extreme poverty. In that
day's evening Herald there was reported
a case of this kind, and if the statements
in that report were true, steps ought to be
taken to obtain a further explanation, for
it seemed to him that the sending of that
poonvomen togaol under the circumstances
narrated in the newspaper report was an
act of barbarism. He mentioned the case
in order that inq lliries might be made to
ascertain the true facts of the matter.
Similar cases had occurred to his knowledge, notwithstanding all the precautions
the Treasurer had t.aken, and there 'was
something radically wrong in the administration of a department which permitted
the recurrence of such things. In the case
reported in that day's Herald, a young
woman named Malena Howell, who had
been an inmate of the penitentiary, after
completing her term of incarceration, was
brought up at the Coburg Court of Petty
Sessions and committed to prison for
twelve monthR for having no visible
means of support. (Sir George Turner
_ n That was the action of the bench.")
It was. (Mr. T. Smith-" The bench
did wrong.") It certainly appeared so.
(Sir George Turner-" The probabilities
are the bench had some very good reason
for what they did.") Possibly, but he was
satisfied that it was a case for inquiry. For
no crime but destitution others had also
been sent to gaol.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-If that had been
a deserving case, when the woman was in
gaol before, the gaol authorities would
have reported it, and asked for the woman
to be transferred to a charitable institution.
Mr. KENNEDY expressed the hope
that the Chief Secretary would inquire into
the case. The newspaper report stated
that the woman was ~ery unwell and
feeble.
Mr. PEACOCK said he would certainly
have inquiries made into that case. The
honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
Bailes) mentioned the allowances to
constables when travelling, but he (Mr.
Peacock) had received no complaints on
that matter recently. However, he would
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have the question looked into.
The The honorable member for Warrnambool
honorable member for Carlton commented had put a perfectly straight q nestion, and
on the administration of the Licensing he would give a perfectly straight answei".
Act. (Mr. T. Smith-" There are two (Mr. Murray-" vVhat are the reasons for
sides to the matter.") The Licensing Act retaining Mr. Chomley?") On account of
was one of the most difficult measures on his exceptional knowledge and experience.
the statute-book to administer. It was (Mr. Mllrray-" Oh, go on; rubbish!")
quite true that the police had to resort to The honorable member had always felt
tactics, in order to obtain evidence to very strongly about· the retention of this
secure the con viction of offenders against particular officer, whose services were re-:
the Act, bnt the publicans also resorted to tained by the Government because of the
tactics with a view to evading the Act exceptional knowledge and experience he
with impunity. (Mr. Sangster - "The must have gained while occupying his
pu blican does not want to break the law, present position.
There had been no
only to serve the public.") rfhat was a . complaint and no grievance among the
question for the amendment of the Act. police as a. body on account of the manner
'rhe police had a most difficult task to in which the Chief Commissioner had done
perform in connexioll with the administra- his duty. Some honorable 'members might
tion of the Licensing Act. Parliament, in have had a difference with the officer in
its wisdom, had decreed that there must question, but no one could impute any
be no Sunday trading on the part of bias to his mind in dealing with any
licensed victuallers, and the police had to question that came before him in regard
endeavour to enforce the provisions of the to any of his officers, although his deAct. If anystatementastoany officer of the cisions might not be exactly as those
police force unfairly exercising the powers honorable members would have liked, or
vested in him was brought under his (Mr. in accordance with the facts of the case,
Peacock's) notice, he would have the mat- as represented to them. The Government
ter investigated. (Mr. Bromley-" I did had decided that Mr. Chomley should be
so to-night, aLd gave the mimes of the retained until the 30th of June next
persons concerned.") He would look into year, so long as he was physically able
the case the honorable member mentioned. to perform the duties of his office, and he
(Mr. Bromley-" I laid the case before the had to go before the Medical Board just
Chief Commissioner of Police, who knows the same as any of his junior officers.
all the facts.") The honorable member (Mr. Murray-" Is there no one in the
for Warrnambool desired certain informa- p(\lice force fitted to take his place 1 ")
tion with regard to the Chief Commissioner That was not the question. (Mr. Murray
of Police. He (Mr. Peacock) could not - " That is the point.") Even if Mr.
say off-hand what amount was allowed to Chomley decided to retire next day, there
that officer in lieu of quarters, but it was had been so many rapid promotions that
not less than £100, and not more than the Government would find great. diffi£150. There was also an allowance in cult. in selecting a man to fill the position.
lieu of groom, as in the cases of other Five years ago, he (Mr. Peacock) strongly
officers.
(Mr. Murray-" That makes urged that they should not retire all the
about £190 a year in addition to his salary, senior officers, which was then desired by
orabout£1,100 in all.") If the Chief Com- a certain section of the police force, bemissioner retired from the force he would be cause of the difficulty they would have
entitled to a pension of £680 per annum. in finding men with the requisite know(Mr. Murray-" Why is he retained ~") ledge, trailling, and experience to fill their
Each year the Government had a list of positions. If he (Mr. Peacock) occupied
all officers over 60 years of age prepared. the office of Chief Secretary next financial
(Mr. Murray-" V{ho prepares the list ~") year, and Mr. Chomley was still able and
The permanent. heads of departments. willing to remain in the force-because if
(Mr. Murray-" The sexagenarian officers he liked, being over 65 years of age, he
themselves, of course.") The Under-Secre- could send in his resignation and claim
tary prepared a list of officers who were his pension- he would strongly recommend
over 60, or would be during the ensuing his colleagues to retain his services on
financial year. That list was carefully account of the manner in which he had
gone through by the Cabinet. As Mr. performed his duties, with satisfaction to
Chomley was over 65 years of age, he had the State and to the officers under him.
to be retained by an Order ill Council. (Dr. Maloney-" Then you will have to
Mr. Peacock.
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be shifted before him 7") Yes, as far as but he did feel it to be his duty to say
he (Mr. Peacock) was personally concerned. that in Superintendent O'Callaghan the
(Mr. Murray-" I am afraid that will in- Governmeur. had an officer who was well
fluence my vote on the want-of-confidence qualified to fill the position of Chief Inmotion.") No. He was sure the honor- spector. He would like to know from the
able member recognised the abilities of Chief Secretary what principle was obthe Chief Commissioner of Police. (Mr. served in relation to promotions? W-ere
Murray-" I think he is a very amiable the promotiolls determined by seniority
simple weak man.") Mr. Ohomley was only, or also by proficiency? (Mr. Peanot a weak man, and instances had cock-" Both; but principally seniority.")
occurred in which he had proved "Vas it not a fact that the promotions
his exceptional fitness for his position. were made entirely by seniority? (Mr.
The Chief Commissioner w~s not remain- Peacock-" No.") He was glad to hear
ing at his own request. That gentleman that a cast-iron rule was not observed.
had told him that he would be quite
The vote was agreed t(l.
willing to retire if the Government and
Progress was t.hen reported.
Parliament thought that his retirement
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
was desirable. He told the Chief Commissioner that he thought Parliament
Mr. KIRTON said he desired to offer an
would desire that he tlhould remain. He explanation with regard to certain rewould also point out that there was a marks that he made in committee in
provision on the Estimates which wonld reference to the action of the Premier in
take effect from the commencement of the dealing with the question of old-age penHe had un wit.tingly given offence
new year, to make an addition to the sions.
force of some 59 policemen. In parts of to the right honorable gentleman.
the country the population had been shiftThe SPEAKER.-If the honorable
ing, and these appointments were necessary. memher desires to make any personal exThere was a slight addition of seven men planation regarding anything he said in
included in that number, whose appoint- committee, he must do it in committee.
ments were to be made with the object of
. LATE SrrTINGS.
giving the police extra holidays. It had
Mr. SALMON asked whet.her it was the
been stated that the present Government
had not granted many of the requests intention of the Premier to require the
that had been preferred by the lower-paid House to sit after twelve o'clock every
officers. In this case, as in others, the night during this week? If so, honorable
Government would be able to justify their members should know it, so that they
action. ·When he came into office the might mak~ the necessary arrangements.
Sir GEORGE TUH,NER stated that he
police only received twelve days' holiday
in the year. That was increased to had to be guided by the progress the
fifteen, and by the provision that was now House made. He was anxious, if he cculd,
being made, the Government would be that the greater part of the Estimates
enabled to increase it further to seventeen should be dealt with that week. There
days. (Mr. J. B. Tucker-" ·What about were a num bel' of Bills still to be conThe House expected him to
the extra 6d. a day 7") The Premier haa sidered.
announced that, after the 1st of January deal in March next with the division of
the colony into districts.
That was a
next, the extra 6d. a day would be paid.
Mr. KIRTON said there was a general matter that would req uire great care and
feeling that Mr. Chomley had discharged attention at the hands of the Government.
his duties in a perfectly satisfactory man- He hoped that Parliament would be proner, but Parliament should not lay d.own rogued about the 16th or 17th of next
the principle that any man was indispen- month. It was usual at the end of the
He
sable.
He would take the opportunity session for the House to sit late.
of urging the fitness of Superintendent regretted to say that at the beginning of
O'CaIlaghan for the position of Chief the session very little work was done.
Commissioner. It was well known that He was prepared to take his share of the
this officer had climbed the ladder, and blame. If he had to lead the House again,
had shown that he possessed special q uali- he would take care not to be so easy. He
fications. He would not say a single word had endeavoured to meet the wishes of
against Mr. Chornley. He had no desire honorable members by adjourning and
to precipitate that gentleman's retirement, adjourning, and he admitted now th"
Session 1899.-[181]
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error of his ways. During this week he
would have to ask honorable members to
sit to twelve o'clock, or even a little later,
in order to get as much progress made
with the Estimates as possible.
Mr. T. SMITH said that he objected to
the proposal of the Premier to ask the
House to sit after twelve o'clock, when
honorable members would lose their last
trams or trains.
Sir GEORGE TURNER observed that
he would ask the House to sit to only a
quarter to eleven o'clock on the following
day, but would reserve to himself the right
of asking the House to sit later on Thursrlay.
Mr. BAILES remarked that. the country
members as well as the town members
should be considered. He would suggest
that the Government, instead of asking
the House to sit until after twelve o'clock,
should propose that they should meet
earlier in the day.
Mr. HAMILTON said that he desired
to indorse the remarks of his honorable
colleague (Mr. Bailes). He would suggest
that, for the remainder of the session, the
House should m.eet at two o'clock p.m. on
Wednesdayandatten o'clocka.m.on Thursday. It was a gross injustice to country
members to ask them to sit until unearthly
hours. They frequently had to travel to
Melbourne by early trains, and if they
were kept so late their energies were
severely taxed.
The House wou1d do
better work by day than by night.
Dr. MALONEY observed that it was
the country members who had prevented
day sittings from being held. (Mr. Hamil.
ton-" Not at all.") On one occasion a
division was taken on the question, and
he had not then obtained the support of
the country members. It was the experience of every Parliament that better work
was done in the day than in the night.
He was really gratified to find now that
two country members supported the suggestion that day sittings should be held.
Mr. GILLOT'f asked the Premier
whether he proposed to ask the House to
sit on Friday ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER said he would
ask the House to sit on Friday if it
was necessary.
Mr. GRAY remarked that many of the
town members would be prepared to support the suggestion that the House should
meet at two o'clock.
The House adjourned at twenty-seven
minutes to one o'clock a.m. (Wednesday).

" Victorictn Year-Book."

LEGISL~t\TIVE

COUNCIL.

Wednesday, Novembe1' 29, 1899.
Victorian Year.Boole-Immigration Restriction Bill-In.
decent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill}.Iotion of Want of Confidence in Ministers: Adjournment of tbe House.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at twentytwo minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
"VICTORIAN YEAR-BOOK."
The lIon. S. FRASER called the attention of the Solicitor-General to the noupublication of the Victoria,n Year-Book,
and urged upon the Government the
advisability of giving instructions for
the immediate issue of Lhis valuable
work. He stated 'that he brought the
matter under the notice of the SolicitorGeneral on a previous occasion, and
he was then informed that the YearBook would SOOll be published.
Its
non-publication was a very serious drawback. Almost every country that was
worthy of the name had its Year-Boole,
and many of these records were most
valuable. The Victo?'ian Year-Book had
not been published for foul' years, simply
because of the paltry expense that would
be involved.
He knew that in the
country districts many persons who took'
an interest ill politics were in the
habit of consulting this work. Of course
they could not get the returns that were
available to honorable members through
the medium of parliamentary papers. It
was difficult even for honorable members
themselves to obtain information from
those papers, as they had to wade through
them,and they were inaccessible to
t.be public.
The Year-Book ought to
be available at the mechanics' institutes
ap-d free libraries, and it ought also to be
purchasable at the booksellers' shops. Its
non-publication affected the position of the
colony abroad, because any persons who
contemplated emigrating would naturally
lOOk to the Yea?'-Book to ascertain what
prospects the colony offered to them.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The delay
in the publication of the Victorian YearBook is inevitable, as the long interval
that has elapsed since the last publication
renders the one issue heavy. The Chief
Secretary has given instructions to the
Assistant Govern:ment Statist to apply for
~nyassistance that may be necessary to
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expedite the compilatio~ and pl~b1ic~tiol1
of the Year-Boolc. I thmk that It wIll be
published early next year.

fence, pillar, post, board, tree, or thing whatsoever so as to be visible to a person being in or
passing along any street, public highway, or
footpath, or railway station.

IMMIGRATION RESTRIOTION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of Sir
HENRY OUTHBERT, was read a first
time.

It was necessary to make that provision.
It would only apply to indecent or obscene advertisements, and be did not think
that there could be any objection to it.
Penalties were provided for printing in any
newspaper, or despatching by post, any
indecent pict.ure or advertisement, and
clause 8 set ont that the polico only should
prosecute. The Bill was a simple one,
and he thought that it should be accepted
by the Honse.
The Hon. N. LEVI said it was with
some reI llctance that he rose to oppose the
second reading of the Bill. The honorable
member had failed to show any reason for
the passage of such a drastic measure. It
was -not sufficient to say that there were
similar measures in force in New Zealand,
Queensland, and South Australia, where
the population was small. 'rhe honorable
member had referred to the metropolitan
press. He (Mr. Levi) had no doubt that
newspapers, such as the Argus and the Age,
avoided as far as they possibly could the
publication of allY advertisements which
could be regarded from any point of view
as indecent or obscene. The same remark,
he thought, might be made of the country
press. The Bill was of such a drastic and
sweeping character that honorable members should hesitate before they gave
their assent to it. Messrs. Gordon and
Gotch, some time ago, sent out a circular
in which they pointed out how impossible it would be for them to comply with
the provisions of the Bill. (Mr. Sachse" That difficulty could be met by an amend-'
ment.") If it was not met, and the Bill
was passed, they might just as well close
the port of Melbourne to the introduction
of any newspapers or periodical literature.
The press were entitled to a little more
credit than they received in regard to this
matter. He would like to know who was
to determine the question of ,,,,hat was un
indecent or an obscene advertisement.
Medical advertisements were published ill
which different diseases were referred to.
He had no doubt that the public obtained
benefit from those advertisements by
which their attention was called to
remedies, some of 'tV hich were efficacious.
It was a reflection on the press to suppose
that a Bill of this kind was necessary, and
he was rather surprised that Mr. Melville,
'who was one of the most liberal members

INDECENT OR OBSCENE
ADVERTISEMENTS PROHIBITION
BILL.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
there ha.d been a very marked improvement in the press of the colony in the
matter of advertisements during the last.
ten or fifteen years, and perhaps this Bill
was not so necessary now as it was formerly.
But there conld be no object jon to bringing the law on the subject up to dat~. This
Bill was similar to the Acts whICh had
been .passed by the Parliaments of South
Australia New Zealand, and Qneensland.
He obser~ed that in another place it was
very generally approved.
The Government had no objection to it, but, on the
contrary, the Chief Secretary, after proper
investigation, gave it his hearty supp~rt.
It would prevent any person from post.mg
or distributing indecent or obscene bIlls,
such as were often seen in the back streets
of the city. He did not know that anybody read those bills, but they were there
all the same, and they were often posted on
doors and windows. The Bill would also
prevent t.he publ~cation of ~he objectionable kind of medwal advertIsements that
had appeared, particularly in the c~untry
press. The metropolitan press dld ?ot
now offend in this respect. (Mr. Gl'lmwade-" They are the greatest offenders
of all.") Perhaps the honorable member
knew more about the matter than he did.
He was speaking of the leading jonrnals,
such as the Age, the Argus, and the
Australasian. He was not aware that
the leading journals, either in the metro- .
polis or in the country districts, were
offenders. He felt certain that they would
not willingly permit the publication .of
any advertisements of an obscene or lUdecent character in their columns. The
Bill was wanted particularly to meet the
case of some of the country newspapers.
Clause 2 provided thatj

" Publishes" or" publishing," without in any
way restricting the meaning of the word at
common law, shall include affixing or ~nscribing
on any building, house, wall, hoardlDg, gate,
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of the Honse, should introduce a :Bill
practically to throttle the press. (Sir
Henry Cuthbert-" No; nothing of the
kind is attempted.)" He was pleased to
hear the Solicitor-General make that
statement, but, if the honorable gentleman
would look at the newspapers and periodicals that were received from England, he
would see that some of them contained,
not only advertisements, but also pictures,
that might, from certain points of view,
be considered to be indecent, if not obscene.
Pictures were also distributed with articles
that were sold, and some of them might
be held to be indecent; but the Bill
might affect the introduction into the
-colony of even some of the leading
magazines. They contained illustrations
'Of corsets and articles of dress, and the
news agents would be liable for the
distribution of those illustrations on the
ground that they were indecent. (Mr.
Melville-" No part of a lady's attire can
be said to be indecent; the Bill would
not apply to such illustrations.") He had
read the Bill very carefully. (Mr. Melville-" It has nothing to do with attire;
it refers to advertisements relating to a
,certain class of diseases.") Clause 3 used
the words" any picture or advertisement."
(Sir Frederick Sargood-" Read on.") The
clause went onor any printed or written matter in the nature
of an advertisement shall, for the purposes
of this Act, be deemed and taken to be of an in.(lecent nature if it refers or relates to syphilis,
gonorrhcea, nervous debility, &c.

(Dr. Embling--" It is very vague.") It
was very vague. The business of the
world was carried on by advertisements ..
"In to-day's Argus there was a very large
advertisement relating to Dr. 'Williams's
Pink Pills. He did not know whether
the Bill would apply to matters of that
kind. Probably the same advertisement
would appear in the Age on some other
day, and many advertisements of a similar
nature were published. If people were not
to be allowed to advertise their wares they
might as well close up their establishments altogether. No honorable member
was more desirous than he was to prohibit
the publication of anything that was
actually indecent or obscene, but who was
to determine the question ~ He had been
connected with advertising for the last 25
years. He was not at present. He observed that the Bill would interfere
with the Railways department, which
was under the Railways Commissioner,'
H on. N. Levi.

Advertisements Prohibition Bill.

and which had a regulation providing
that the station-masters might refuse
any advertisement that they considered
to be of an objectionable character. This
Bill would prevent such firms as Messrs.
Gordon and Gotch, who represented the
News Agents' Association, from introducing to the colony large numbers of
papers and pamphlets that were sent
to them from
home,
and about
which they knew nothing whatever. The
Customs department ·was quite capable
of dealing with any objectionable literature that was brought to the colony,
and, in his opinion, it would .be most
unwise to pass so drastic a measure.
The Bill was one that the House ought to
reject. Looking at it in the light from
which he regarded it, the measure was an
undue interference with trade, and there
was sufficient power already to protect the
country from anything in the shape of
indeceney. The Bill would largely interfere with a class of persons who were getting their living in a legitimate manner in
this colony, and who ought not to be interfered with. Vvas a man to be fined or
imprisoned for distributing matter that he
knew nothing whatever about~ (Mr. Melville-" He ought to know.") How could
a newspaper distributer know ~ How could
he read the thousands of newspapers distributed, from England and all parts of the
world, with these advertisements in them
that might be deemed by some persons to
'be objectionable or by other persons to
be the reverse 1 His own view was that
the Bill ought to be rejected as soon as
possible. He begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to.
WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
MINISTEHS.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I have an
important announcement to make to the
Hou!:ie. I learn that in another place the
House has been adjourned in consequence
of a very important notice of motion that
has been given by t~e Honorable A.
McLean assailing the conduct and administration of various departments of the
Government. That has been regarded by
the Government, as they were bound to
regard it, as a motion of want of confidence, and the House has been adjourned
until to-morrow. The discussion on the
motion will take place then. It is usual

Lands Department.
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on occasions like this for this House t
adjourn.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-But the business before the House is pri vate members'
business.
SirHENH.Y CUTHBERT.-Itis private
members' business, but I have always found
when a similar motion has been made in
another place, and when the representative
of the Government in this House desires, in
accordance with parliamentary usage, that
this House shall adjourn, that assent is
given to his request. I therefore beg to
moveThat this House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at three minutes
past five o'clock, until Tuesday, December 5.

LEGISLA.TIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, November 29, 1899.
Lands Department: lIir.•J. R. Jackson-Mining Accident
Inquiries: Assistance of Shorthand Writers"': Postal
Department: Boys as Letter Carriers: Letter Carriers' Uniforms-Railway Contracts-Bendigo Powder
Magazine-Electoral Registrars-Road at CharltonCastlemaine Gaol : Teachin~ of Trades-Applications
under the New Land Act-Local Land Officers-Oldage Pensions Bill-Collingwood Railway: Saturday
Afternoon Work - Water Act Amendment BiIlNotice of l\Iotion of Want of Confidence: Adjournment of the House.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
LANDS DEPARTMENT.
MR. J. R. JACKSON.
Mr. GRA YES asked the Minister of
Lands if it was the fact that latterly,
while District Land Officer Porter had
been absent through illness, Mr. Jackson,
telegraph operator, 4th class, fixed, a clerk
in the Postal department, temporarily lent
to the Lands department, had been in full
charge of Mr. Porter's room?
Mr. BEST.-rrhe absence of Mr. Porter
referred to was for a period of five days
in October and two days in November,
prior to the presentation to Parliament. of
the report in the Jackson case. The hOllorable member's qnestion, as originally
framed, contained this addendum, which
is published in to-day's Argus:And that rigid obedience to his orders was
enforced upon all the permanent officers of this
branch, including seniors.

J.1fr. J. R. Jackson.
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Mr. GH.AVES said he rose to a point of
order. His question was on the noticepaper, and what the Minister of Lands
had just quoted from the Argus was not
in his question at all.
Mr. BEST.-I simply want to give that
statement an absolute denial. No such
instructions were given.
Mr. MADDEN.-That is not an answer
to the question.
Mr. BEST.-'What I quoted is published
in to-day's Argus, anyhow, against me.
Subsequently,
Mr. GRAVES stated that when the
House met he asked the Minister of
Lands, without reading it, the question
standing in his name on the notice-paper.
The Minister answered a que~tion he (Mr.
Graves) did not ask. He would like the
Minister to answer the question stalldincr
in his name.
0
Mr. REST.-Mr. Jackson, for obvious
reasons, has continued in the temporary
work that he was engaged in prior to the
appointment of the committee of inquiry.
No alteration whatever has been made.
Mr. MURRAY.-Has he been in charge
of the room 1
Mr. REST.-That is the contention. I
do not admit it.
Mr. ST.AUGH'l'oN.-Then cannot you say

"N01"
Mr. BEST-I think this is a little
unfair to myself.
I have been most
anxions and desirous that this matter
should be fully
discussed by this
House.
Such has been my intimation to my colleagues; and such I am
desiroLls shall take place. At the same
t.ime, I think it is hardly fair to myself,
first of all, that the statement which
appeared in to-day's Argus, as forming u.
p9rtion of the original q llestioll of the
honorable member for Delatite, should
have so appeared, as it is calculated to prejudice me. Secondly, the honorable m'em·
bel' brings up a controversial matter. He
suggests that Mr. Jackson is in full charge.
r am not of that opinion, and that has beeu
one of the controversial matters in dispute.
Mr. MURRAY.-vVhy not answer the
question straightforwardly?
MINING ACCIDENT INQUIRIES.
Mr. BAILES asked the Minister of Mines
if he would, in cases of inquiry into the
causes of fata~ accidents.in mines, supply
the coroner WIth the aSSIstance of a shorthand writer, so as to expecilite the business
of the court? He said that an inq llest which
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had just been concluded at Bendigo on
the body of a man killed in a mine lasted
for fi ve days, after repeated adjournments.
There were engaged in that case three
barristers, the inspector of mines, seven
jurymen, and the deputy coroner. The
whole cause of the delay was that the
questions and answers had to be written
down in longhand by the deputy coroner.
Had a shorthand writer been engaged, a
great deal of public time would have been
saved, and a great deal of unnecessary
expense would have been avoided. That
remark applied to a,ll such inquiries.
Mr. FOSTER.-In future a shorthand
,vriter shall attend such inquiries whenever
llecessary.
POSTAL DEPARTMENT.
Mr. HAMILTON asked the PostmasterGeneral the following questions : 1. Is he aware that boys of about the age of
fifteen years or under are en~aged by his department carrying letters in and about the city
of Bendigo?
2. Does he consider that boys of this age are
fit to be intrusted with this important work?

He said he mnst protest against the employment of boys in the capacity of letter
carriers. One of these boys delivered a
letter to him a few days ago, and he was
very much astonished to find a lad of
fourteen or fifteen years doing this very
important work. He would ask the Postmaster-General whether the Postal department recognised that sometimes letters
containing large sums of money were intrusted to these boys for delivery 7 He
had nothing to say agti.inst the boys, or
against their getting reasonable employment, but he thought it was wrong for
the department to utilize their services as
letter carriers.
'
Mr. DUFFY.-Owing to the epidemic
of influenza, the Postal department has
not .got its usual relieving staff' at command, and was cOlllpelled to employ two
boys of sixteen years of age and over temporarily to deliver letterr~ in Bendigo,
rather than the public should be disappOInted in the delivery of those letters.
That arrangement has not acted badly,
and it is only for a temporary occasion.
Mr. HAMILToN.-The boys have been so
employed for weeks past.
Dr. MALONEY asked the PostmasterGeneral if, in view of the fa.ct that letter:
carriers when joining the service were entitled to uniform cap, coat, and trousers,
but owing to the retrenchment policy the
practice of supplying the trousers )\\"as

Railway Contracts.

'stopped, he would now complete the uniform? He said hEt did not know whether
the Treasurer wished to have the letter
carriers going about as a kind of Highland
regiment or not. r:rhe Postmaster-General
would surely like to have these poorlypaid officials supplied with the uniform
which they were .compelled to wear in the
service of the department. This was a
case of "spoiling the ship to save a haporth
of tar," while they were giving increases
to officers who received big fat salaries.
He trusted that the Minister would. see
his way clear to do what was asked in
this matter.
Mr. DUFFY.-I am glad the h0norable member does not mean to imply that
the letter carriers should go about in the
garb of old Gaul, because that would be a
spectacle which we could not allow.
Sir JOHN McIN1'YRE.-They would look
so respectable that you would not know
them.
Mr. DUFFY.-As the honorable member will understand it is a mere question of
mon2Y, and next year, when the revenue
improves, as I hope it will, no doubt the
Treasurer will be able to find the £700 or
£800 that will be necessary to comply
with this req~est_
HAlLWAY CONTRACTS.
Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister of
Hailways the following questions : 1. vVhat sum of money is held as a deposit,
by the Railway department as a guarantee or
security given by John Searson for the performance of his contract?
2. Does the Honorable the Minister of Railways intend to put down sweating in his department; if so, has he any objection to lay
before the House all the correspondence regarding one John Searson, a contractor with the
Railway department?
•

He said he wrote to the department 48
days ago for this information, but was
unable to obtain it. He trusted that the
Minister would be in a position to give
him the information uow, and that when
the honorable gentleman understood the
matter he would see that justice was done,
without any further prevarication or delay
n account of the red-tapism in his departent.
Mr. H. R WILLIAMS.-This man is a
arrier in a small way-a casual carrier.
'he deposit he lodges with the Railway
epartment for the faithful performance of
is work is £5. A number of letters
H ve passed between the department and
tl is man with regard to the case. T wIlT"
10 k into the matter myself, and, if I find,

,,

ElectoTat Regist1 aTs.
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honor~

the facts are as stated by the
member, I will see that he pays the I'
difference between the amount actually t
paid and the miniinum \vage.
Dr. MALONE. Yo-A.nd.th,e oth.er.men-also~
Mr. H. R.WILLIAMS.-Yes. ~
~
.r r:Co'6i.: ~'Thffi;:;:..ate ren~inen in a .

;j

BENDIGO POWDER MAGAZINE.
Mr. HAMILTON asked the Minister of
Customs if he had any objection to lay
on the table of the House the report
furnished to the Government between the
months of July and December, 1898, by
the caretaker of the - Bendigo Powder
Magazine, giving particulars of all the
powder received into the magazine on
acconnt of Perry Bros. and Co., and
its delivery to the said firm ~
Mr. BEST.-The report referred to, I
apprehend, is the usual half-yearly return
that is furnished. The department cannot
see its way to lay that return on the table
of the Houfle, as it would practically
mea.n a disclosure of private trade.

Castlemaine Gaol.
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spent in attendance at the offices and the
nnmber of electors' rights issued. The
scheme which I am working out, with the
advice and assistance of the officers of the
department, I propose to bring before the
Cabinet at the earliest opportunity.
I
am recommending the Treasurer to grant
amounts which in the aggregate will total
about 10 per cent. of the annual vote to
the registrars. About £1,200 is proposed
to be distributed amongst them, but it is
very difficult to allot the money to the
different registrars on a fair basis.

ROAD AT CHARLTON.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Minister of
Lands whether it was a fact that the
council of the shire of Charlton had
repeatedly requested him to grant a road
two chains wide near vVatt's reserve, sLlch
being Crown lands in the parish of Charlton
East; if so, why did he decline to accede
to such request 1 He said the particular
reserve referred to in his question was
applied for by a local resident, and, as was
customary, the Lands department referred
ELECTOHAL REGISTRARS.
the application to the local shire council,
Mr. T. SMITH asked the Chief Secre- for the purpose of ascertaining whether
tary what action was being taken in the they had any objection to the occupation
direction of granting the promised allow- of the reserve or not. The council frankly
ance to electoral and deputy electoral stated that they had not any objection, if
registrars in connexion with the special a proper road way was left for the aceom··
issue of electors' rights prior to and on the modation of the traffic of the district, but
occasion of the last federal referendum 1 instead of a road two chains wide being
He observed that since he gave notice of allowed for a road of only one chain widehad
this question the Chief Secretary had been surveyed. The shire council desired
made an explanation which was a partial to know why that had been done.
answer to the question, but if the honorMr. BEST.-rrhe Charlton Shire Counable gentleman would answer it now the cil took exception to the width of the road
information would get the publicity he (one chain) provided by the surveyor
(Mr. Smith) desired. A great many of when 1aying out the portion of land to be
these registrars were tired of waiting for licensed to Mr. Michael Hiehard Brereton,
the promised consideration, because many and desired its width to be increased to
months had elapsed since the work was three chains. A report was obtained from
done, and they would really'like to re?eive the surveyor, who stated that, in his
what was promised to them for their ser- opillion, a width of one chain wa.s ample
for public requirements. On the first
vices.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Several honorable req nest being refused, the council asked
members mentioned t.his matter three or for a width of two chains, and on further
four months ago, after the heavy issue of reference to the surveyor he reported that
electors' rights in connexion with the even that width was quite unnecessary for
federal referendum, and the Government the limited traffic. The council was therepromised to give some consideration to. the upon informrd that no modification would
claims of the registrars. I made inquiries be sanctioned, and the licence was issued
in the department this morning, and found in accordance with the boundaries as
that nearly the whole of the information surveyed.
which we had to get from every registrar
CASTLEMAINE GAOL.
and deputy registrar had been tabulated,
Mr. McKENZIE asked the Chief Secrebut it is not yet quite complete. vVe had to
take into consideration the amount of time tary was it not a fact that at Castlemaine,
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the first offenders' gaol, no trades could be
taught a~d no schooling given; if so, did
he not thll1k that a great opportunity for
moral improvement was lost?
Mr. PEACOCK.--It is a fact that no
trades are taught at Castlemaine but
light employment is given, such as m'aking
straw envelopes for bottles. As most of
the prisoners are under short sentences
and i.t is desirable that they should not
assocIate frequently, it would not be
practicable to give much trade instruction'
the prisoners would not have t.ime t~
acqtlire knowledge of a trade, and the cost
of manufacturing plant and of skilled
instructors .w.ould be too great for any
advantage. gamed. There are at present
only 26 prisoners at Castlemaine of whom
eighteen are undergoing senten~es of six
months and under; of these 26, seven are
employed as cooks, servants, ward-cleaners
&0. Moral improvement is souO'ht afte;'
by . J?r.oviding regular light employment,
faClhtI~s
for reading, visitations by
chaplams, and separation.
APPLICATIONS UNDER THE NE'V
LAND ACT.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Minister of
Lands whether, in view of the great number of ap~lications now being made by the
32nd sectIOn land-holders to have their
holdings
transferred, and otherwise
brought under the Land Act 1898 before
the end of the present year, he would
cause more prompt attention to be paid to
such applications 1
l\~r. BEST.-The applications by 32nd
sectIOn lessees for new leases or licences
u~der the La~d. Act 1898 are being dealt
WIth as expedItIOusly as possible. Many·
of these cases require reference to Land
Classification Boards, which are now e11gaged on this work, and every effort will
be made to avoid delay in disposing of the
very numerous applications, amounting to
thousands, resulting from the operations
of the new Land Act. It will of course
be impossible to deal with all ~f them b~
the. 29th December next, but if the applicatIOns are made by that date all rights
will be conserved.
Mr. LANGDoN.-'Vhy not extend the
time for applications by three months ~
Mr. BEST.-I am bound by the law.
Mr. LANGDoN.-Why not alter it ~
Mr. BEST.-That is another matter.
The necessity for such an alteration has
not yet arisen.

the New Land Act.

LOCAL LAND OFFICERS.
Mr. MoKEN ZIE asked the Minister of
Lands if it was a fact that the local land
officers throughout the colony were quite
una?~e to overtake the large amount of
addItIOnal work that had been cast upon
them through the coming into operation
of the new Land Act, and t.hat the result
was most prejudicial to the interests of
selectors; and, if so, would he grant those
officers immediate assistance ~
·Mr. BEST.-In three instances the
land officers have drawn attention to the
increase in work caused by the operation
of the Land Act 1898, and local assistance
has been granted in the most urgent case.
The others are under consideration and
immediate assistance will be given in' each
case, if the prompt despatch of the business renders the adoption of such a course
necessary. Honorable members can realize
t~at ther~ ar~ thousands of these applicatIOns commg 111. They should be received
by the 29th of December, and the great
number of them must cause a congestion
of work for s(')me time to come. If the
applications are in before the 29th of
December, however, all rights will be conserved.
Mr. McKENZIE. - There are a o-reat
many other things to be done beside~ receiving the applications. There is a great
deal of work in connexion with them.
Mr. BEST.-Yes.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL.
Mr. GROSE asked the Premier whether
in view of the pressing needs of many of
the pioneer residents of the colony, he
would endeavour to secnre the passing of
the Old-age Pensions Bill before the close
of this session? He said he regarded this
question as one of vital importance. The
Treasurer had informed the honorable
member for Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton)
that the difficulty involved was one of
raising the money. He trusted that, if
the Treasurer was not able to see his way
to carry through the Old-age Pensions.
Bill, he would at least make some temporary provision for the welfare of old
pioneers who were in Ileed of assistance.
S.ir GEORGE TURNER.-I am very
anxIOUS to have the Old-age Pensions
Bill discussed this session, even although
~ve have not an opportunity of passing it
mto law. But I have again to impress
on the House the fact that the one o-reat
difficulty we have to overcome is as tghow

Collingwood Railway.
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we are going to find the means to provVA'rER SUPPLY ADVANCES
vide these old-age pensions. So far as I
RELIEF BILL (No.2).
know the state of the revenue at the pre'1'his Bill was returned from the Legissent time, and the anticipations for the lative Council, with a message intimating
balance of the financial year, and from , that they had agreed to the same without
what I know will have to be provIded next amendment.
year, I cannot, with the responsibilities I
vVATER ACT AMENDMENrr BILL.
have as Treasurer, advise the House to
pass the Old-age Pensions Bill unless
'rhis Bill was returned from the Legissome provision is made with regard to rais- lati ve Council, with a message intimating
ing at least a portion of the money re- that they had agreed to the same with
quired. The scheme I have proposed does amendments.
not meet with the acceptance of the
The amendments were ordered to be
House. That is not vital with me_ I am taken into consideration on Tuesday, Deprepared to accept allY scheme that the cember 5.
House will indorse, if it will bring in the
PETITION.
necessary amount of revenue.
I am
A
petition
was
presented by Mr. A.
anxious that these pensions should be
given. I have no pet scheme of my own. HARRIS, from ratepayers in the shire of
I should be glad to hear the views of hon~ 'Valhalla, praying for the construction of
orable members on the subject, and if I a line of rail way from Moe to Walhalla.
can give an opportunity this session for
WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
only that one question to be discussed, I
MINISTERS.
shall be very glad indeed to do so.
Mr. McLEAN.-I desire to give notice
that to-morrow I will moveCOLLINGVVOOD RAIL"\VAY.
Mr. DUGGAN (in the absence of Mr.
GRAY) asked the Minister of Railways the
following questions :1. Did the Railway department compel the
men employed on the Collingwood line, now in
course of construction, to work on Saturday,
25th instant, till five· p.m., and thereby deprive
them of the recognised Saturday half-holiday,
contrary to the wish of the men employed?

2_ Will the Minister arrange for the Saturday
half-holiday on the Collingwood line in future?

Mr. H. R. vYILLIAMS.-The men on
the Collingwood line worked the uSll""l
eight hOllrs on Saturday last,ending at 5
p.m., in accordance with the established
practice on railway construction. . This is
the first work of railway c0nstruction that
we have had in the vicinity of Melbourne.
All the works hitherto have been ill the
country districts, and there the men have
not insisted on working longer hours for
five days, in order to finish early on SatuJ'day, but would rather work eight hours
each day, S.:tturday included. Mr. Kernot
says thatNo request has been macle for any alterati~n
of hours by the men, who appear contented. If
it is desired to follow the city practice of working longer time on five days per week so as to
stop work early on Saturda.y afternoon, this can
be arranged.

Of course, the construction branch will be
only too glad to fall in with the usual
practice that obtains in the metropolis.

That this House no longer retains confidence
in the Government, because of its administrative weakness anel of its vacillating conduct of
public business, culminating in having voted
for the imprisonment of 11 man after having declared that his offence was not proved, and
ad vised the House to proceed no fllrther with
his proposed punishment.

Sir GEOHGE TURNER.-I am glad
that at last the tension, which has evidently been existing for some time past, is
about to be removed. As this is undonbtedlya motion of want of confidence
in the Government~there is no question
about this o11e-I proposeThat the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at one minute to
five o'clock p.m.

LEGISLATIVE

ASSElVIBLY.

J!hursday, Novernber 30, 1899.
Representation of Footscray-Want of Confidence in
Ministers: nIl'. McLean's Motion.

The SPEAKER took the chair at haHpast four o'clock p.m.
REPRESENTATION OF FOOTSCRAY.
The SPEAKER announced that that
day he had issued a writ for the election
of a member to serve in the Legislative
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Assembly for the electoral district of
Footscray, in the place of Mr. John
Hancock, deceased.

in :Ministers.

toa representative of that paper. I notice it
oecause the statement contains a much
more serious reflection on the Right Hon. oUl'able the Premier than anything I
'WANT OF CONFIDENCE IN
intend to charge him with to-day. If
MINISTERS.
the statement means allY thing, it means
Mr. McLEAN movedthat the Premier, as Treasurer of this
colony, had given £50,000, at my earnest
That this House no longer retains confidence
in the Government, because of its administrarequest, to my district. N ow, seeing that
tive weakness and of its vacillating conduct of
that was public money, it would have been
public business, culminating in having voted
a very serious reflection on himself, and no
for the impriRomnent of a man after having dereflection on me if it were true. I am glad
clared that his offence was not proved, and advised the House to proceed no further with his
to say, for his sake, that it is not true.
proposed punishment.
Honorable members will remember that
He said-In moving this motion I may when the Bill under which the £50,000
say that I have rarely taken any action, ad vance was pus sed it was passed for the
during my political career, in which I have whole colony, not for any particular district.
tound what I conceive to be my public There was no sugar-beet company in
duty in such sharp conflict with my existence at the time in any part of the
private feelings and inclinations. Hon- colony. The provisions of the Bill were
()rable members will readily understand that if a company were formed and commy feelings on this occasion, when I plied with certain conditions that were
remind them that the members of the stipillated in the Act-if they subscribed
Government who are condemned by my a capital of not less than £20,000-they.
motion have recently been my own col- would be entitled to receive a loan of
leagues. Our relations were ever of the double that amount from the Treasurer.
most cordial character. I parted with That the first company was formed in my
them on the very best terms, and received district was a mere accident.
It was
a very kind and cordial invitation from because the people in my district were
the head of the Government to rejoin the first to pay down their own money.
them. I have long regarded many mem- Therefore, that money vms ad vanced under
bers of the Govermnent as my own per- the provisions of that Act of Parliament,
sonal friends, and, whatever be the result and the Treasurer was quite blameless and
of the present motion, I hope I shall con- guiltless of having granted the money for
tinue to regard them in the same light in any political support he may have got
the future. I think it is right at this from me. I think he will see himself
stage to say that some hasty words of that it is only just to him that I should
mine, spoken without any previous con- remind honorable members of the real
sideration, at the beginning of this session, position of affairs. There is another
caused a slight friction between the head statement made at the end of the interof the Governme'nt and myself, and I think. view in the Age, in which the Treasurer
it is due to him that I should state now is reported to have said that no doubt I
that if I had had one moment for con- was annoyed because he felt it to be his
sideration, those words .would never have duty to refuse the last £13,000 that I
been spoken.
'rhe error of judgment applied fO!.', Now, I applied for not a
with which I then charged the heaG! of single penny since the last amount voted
the Government had occurred some two or by Parliament, so that he could not have
three years before. He had subsequently refused me that which I have never asked
done all he could to retrace the conse- for. I would ask the Treasurer to look up
quences of the errol', although it was then the letter which I wrote to him on the subtoo late; and, seeing that he and I had ject, and in which I explained the conbeen close friends during the whole of the dition of the company; and I stated dis·
time. it is only due to him that I should tinctly in that letter that, for obvious
make this explanation on the present reasons, I refrained from making any
occasion, and I do so most unreservedly. suggestion or any request. That was the
I regret very much, but I think it is due only communication I had with the
to the Right Honorable the Premier Treasurer on the subject. I believe that
that I should correct, a wrong impression his own representative, whom he sent to
which is reported in this day's Age, as take charge of the factory and of the pro-'
being a statement made by the Premier perty connected with it, did recommend a
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further advance to carryon the operat.ions for the year, and that it was refused.
But, as for myself, I never asked for a
single penny, so that I could not have
been refused. There was another statement contained ill that interview that I
was sorry to see, because I think my excolleague, the 'l'reasuree, will do me the
justice to say that he himself cloes not
believe it. That is with regard to my
attitude in connexion with federation. I
was opposed to some four or five provisions of the Commonwealth Bill-very
strongly opposed to them.' But my opposition was always open and sincere. I
believed that it was possible to procure
some amendments ill that Bill, and, seeing
that it would affect the destinies of the
people of this colony for all time to come,
I thought it was worth waiting for,
even if it involved waiting a year 01' two.
Most of the amendments I sought have
since been secured) ill conseqnence of the
attitude we took up. About two only
of my objections have not been removed
since then.
I never intended and
never led anyone to believe that I intended to oppose the Commonwealth Bill
after it was accepted by the people. I
knew it was to be accepted by the people,
and I did not make ruany efforts against
it. I was asked to sDeak in over 66 districts, and I only spoke in about six.
I knew, as everyone knew, how the poll
was going. The Right Honorable the
Premier will do me the justice of admitting that in a letter which I wrote to
him resigning my position in the Cabinet
I pointed out distinctly that he was taking
the popular side, the winning side, and
that I was taking the un popular and
losing side.
At the beginning of this
session I stated my attitude towards
federation openly before this House, and
through this House to the country. I
stated that I would loyally accept the
verdict of the overwhelmnillg majority of
the people of the country, and that in
future I would be as ardent a. supporter
of and as loyal to the Commonwealth as
I had ever been in the past to Victoria.
r do not think anyone who has known
me in the past would think I would take
up any other attitude. ,¥ e all know perfectly well that no one, even if he were
disposed to do so-no one connected with
a Government-\yould attempt to delay for
one moment the consummation of federation. Anyone who would not do his best
to make the union of the colonies as great
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a success as it could possibly be made,
would, in my opinion, be a traitor to this
and the other colonies, and I trust that I
shall never be accused of taking up any
such attitude. There is just one other
matter which I wish to refer to before
dealing with my motion, and that is to
what occurred here last week, because I
wish to clear away misapprehensions all
ronnd as far as I can possibly do so. It
will be remembered that (I think it was
this day week) my honorable friend, the
member for Richmond (Mr. Bennett), took
the somewhat unusual conrse of moving a
vote of confidence ill the Government.
Mr. BENNE'fT.-I did it honestly.
Mr. McLEAN.-My honorable friend
Noone will accuse hirn of ever
did.
doing anything that was not straightforward and honorable.
I was going to
refer to some remarks he made then. He
said that for weeks past there had been
intrigues going on all ronl1d, for the purpose of displacing the Government.
Mr. PEACocK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Don't we all know it?
Mr. :McLEAN.-I think 1 should be
allowed on this occasion to say what I have
to say without interruption. If there had
been intrigues prior to tbat period then I
was not in them, and I did not know of
them. I was as much dissatisfied as any
of those gentlemen who sit near me at the
present moment. Many of us were dissatisfied -deeply dissatisfied - with the
conduct of business in this House, but my
fervent resolve up to this time was to do
all I could to get the Government into recess, and draw the curtain upon a session "
that none of us can look ba,ck on with very
much pleasure. The Premier followed
the honorable member for Richmond, and
he challenged members all round the House
to come forward and move a want-of-confidence motion. Seeing that I knew nothing
about any intentiOll at that time on the
part of anyone to move such a motion, I
must confess that I was taken by suq)rise.
Indeed the Premier's challenge appeared
to me very much in the light of the a,ttitude that an excited bushman took up on
a recent occasion. He was a patriotic
bushman, who had just come down to
town to see the Victorian contingent sent
off to South Africa. Getting probably
under the influence of some stimulating
draught, he pulled off his coat in the
middle of one of the streets of Melbourne,
and lustily appealed to all and sundry to
" Bril?g the blessed Boers here, and we will
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deal with them!" I merely refer to this to
show that until the last few days I had no
intention to move this vote, that I was no
party to any intrigue, and that I did not
know of any intrigue, nor did I know of
any attempt to oust the Government from
office. Now, I might be asked why I and
many others have been so dissatisfied and
I
so disa,ppoi1.1ted for some time past.
do not think it is necessary tha,t I should
deal very long with that, because it must
be patent to everyone. The wasted session,
the paralysis of public business. and the
discontented, if not disorganized, condition
of the House, speak volumes on that subject.
I was much dissatisfied with, the
manner in which the business of the
country ,ras placed before Parliament this
session - the manner in which important
Bills, dealing with fa,r-reaching and important subjects, were placed before the
House. Bills prepared in a crude and illdigested manner, in a state in which they
could not possibly be accepted by the members of this House, who are responsible
to their constituents and the country, were
laid before this Cha,mber. I do not think
it is necessary I should go into particulars.
I may say that, with one exception, every
important Bill has been placed before
the House in the condition I have
referred to. The one exception - th~
one Bill that showed any evidence of
having been carefully considered and
prepared on data carefully collected, was
the Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
Bill of my honorable friend the Chief
Secretary. EYen those who were opposed
. to that Bill will admit that my honorable
friend took a great deal of pains in its
preparation, and that he had tried to get
reliable data to guide him in the amendments that he was proposing to the House.
But, as to the Bills that were not so prepared, let us take, for example, one Bill
that I think everyone in the House was
anxious to see placed upon the statutebook, that is the Bill dealing with oldage pensions. I think everyone was
anxious that we should do something for
the relief of the aged poor. I admit that
it is a difficult subject to deal with. It is
only fair to those who were charged with
its preparation to say that it was a difficult
subject to undertake. But the Bill was certainly placed before this House in a form
that no one could support. Not even the
most enthusiastic supporter of old-age
pensions had a good word to say for this
Bill.
Mr. McLean ..

in Minister.y.

Mr. MURllAY.-,Vould you indicate the
form which you think it ought to have
taken ~
Mr. McLEAN.-N0 doubt my honorable
friend could give SOllle useful information
to me on that point.
Mr. KIRTON . .-:.....you will take the responsibility at the right time, I suppose ~
Mr. McLEAN.-Yes. Another Bill
was that prepared by my honorable friend
the Attorney-General-a very able man,
a man who, if he bad taken sufficient
pains, could, if any man in the country
could, produce a Bill dealing with the subject upon which he wished to legislate. I
am sure we all admit tbat usury is an
offence which every right-thinking person
in the community would like to see suppressed. But my honorable friend placed
before us a measure which, whilst only
dealing in a very imperfect manner with
the offence of usury, would interfere in
the most mischievous way with legitimate
business where there is not tbe slightest
uttempt at usury. Under its interpretl;1tion clauses, it would reach persons in
many lines whose businesss are of the
most legitimate character, and whose
charges are most moderate. It is not
necessary that I should detain the House
by 'going into particulars, but I would
undertake to point. these things out to my
honorable friend if he wishes me to do so.
Mr. ·Wn~KINs.-It is too late now. You
will have to point them out to some one
else.
Mr. McLEAN.-That Bill, like the Oldage Pensions ·Bill, has been la,id aside,
and that is the right place for it. Take
another instance. One of the most, if not
the most, important measure of the session
was the ·Water Supply Advances Relief
Bill. That Bill dealt with some millions of
the taxpayers' money, and should have
been drafted and prepared with the fullest
data and information that it was possible
to procure. Now, I venture to say that
in the form in which tbe Bill was presented to us, if the name of every water
trust in the colony had been thrown promiscuously into a bag, and a certain number taken.out at random, the result would
not have been more unfair and more
inequitable than were the proposals of
the Government in the form in which the
Bill was presented to us.
Mr. Fos'l'ER.-,Vhat does the country
say about it now 1
Mr. McLEAN.-I think the country
admits that country members helped my
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honorable friend to vastly improve the because it would he too great a sacrifice for
measure. 'fhe reason I refer to these any person standing so high in the promatters is that it might otherwise be said fession, as I am glad to say my honorable
that. the Government were not able to do friend does deservedly stand. Therefore, so
the business because of the obstruction far as it does not interfere with his public
and critical attitude of the House. Now, duty, I think he is perfectly right to take
I know that so far as I was concerned, ·up practice either inside or outside the
and I think that the same remark ap- colony. But there is another aspect of
plies to members all round the House, we this case that I did not hear referred to,
were mostallxious to assist the Govel'l1ment and it was one that I wa~ certainly exerin every legitimate way we possibly could. cised in my own mind about. It will be
But we could not, possibly accept a Bill remembered that, early in the session, the
dealing with such enormous sums of Right Honorable the Premier told us that
money, and affecting such vast interests it would be necessary. to curtail business
throughout the colony, without doing all as much as possible, in order that the
we could to help the Government to im- House might rise early in November. He
prove it. If the Government had re- pointed out that the whole time from then
ceived the suggestions of honorable mem- until the commencement of the autumn
bers who had carefully collected data from session would be required to enable the Gothe various trusts throughout the colony vernment to deal with the very important
-if they had received these suggestions matters connected with the approach of
in a friendly spirit, and endeavoured to the federal elections, including the divicome to terms, then the measure could sion of the colony into single electorates,
have been passed in less than a third of and other matters connected therewith.
the time it tool\:. 'fhe reason it took up Now, we all sympathized with that view.
so much time in this House was because We all believed it was necessary that the
the Government resented the suggestions whole time he referred to was not one
made by honorable members who were hOllr too long to do the work which was
familiar with the position of the different necessary, a work of such vital imtrusts the House was dealing with. The portance. Because I need hardly remind
Government resented these Ruggestions as the House that the division of the colony
though they were an attempt at dictation into single electorates, giving fair repreto the Ministry. The Government made sentation, according to their legitimate
several concessions, they made concession claims, to every portion of the colony--..
after concession, but it took so long to town and country alike-is absolutely
get the Bill through the House that, of necessary to secure the proper representacourse, it occupied a considerable portion tion of the people of the' colony in the
of the session. I am glad to say that federal House of Representatives. But
when the Bill left this House it was in a we are now at the end of November, and
much more equitable shape than when it we are only just commencing to deal with
was first introduced, but even now, not- the Estimates. As far as it is possible to
withstanding the very large amount judge, it will take the whole time between
which has been written down, I be- this and Christmas before the House can
lieve that, in consequence of the. un- rise. And are we to be told now-seeing
fair and inequitable manner in which that the time mentioned by the Premier
the various sums were written down, has been so largely decreased in consethere are some (lases - indeed several quence of the delay-seeing the shortness
cases-of hardship left that have not been of the time before the commencemen t of
provided for. I might refer to one or two the March session-are we to be told
other matters: for instance, there was one that the Government can well spare the
referred to here last week. That was the assistance of one of the ablest men
discussion that took place in reference to amongst themz and not only that, but
the proposed visit of my honorable friend that they can devote sufficient time to
the Attorney-General to the 01<;1 cuuntry. the discharge of the important duties of
I may say at once that I have no sympathy ,his department in his absence ~ I have
whatever with the contention that any not the slightest hesitation in saying that
Attorney-General should give up his pri- if the time originally stated was not revate practice, either inside or outside the quired, then Parliament should not have
colony, when he takes office. It would been asked to curtail the business of the
be unreasonable to expect him to do so, country. I agree that the Attorney-General
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is perfectly justified in takillg up this
or any other case as a part of his private practice.
I may say that I am
perfectly sure that if he were not so satisfiect.he would be the last man to do it. I
am sure that if there were any constitutional objection he would not take up the
case. But if the time was not required,
then, as I have said, we should not have
been asked in the persollal interests of any
Minister to give up public business. rrhere
is just one other matter which I desire to
refer to before coming to the one point
that is specifically mentioned in my motion. That is in r'egard to the appointment of the Military Commandant. If
there was ever a time in our history when
we should be careful that our defences
were in the most efficient condition it is
at a time like the present, when the
empire is at war, and when, I am glad to
say-and for that I give the Government.
every credit-our own soldiers are fighting
shoulder to shoulder with. the other soldiers
of the empire. The departure of troops
from Victoria was, I say, an act that had
my strong approval all through. But
we know perfectly well, at a time like
this, when the empire is at war, when
international complications may any day
arise which would make it necessary that
we should defend our hearths and homes,
the position of Military Commandant is a
most important one from every point of
view. He is the head of the defence
force of the colony. I have not one word
to say against the gentleman who was
appointed-everyone, I think, admits
that he is a very worthy and highly
respectable old gentleman-·but I am
perfectly sure that his most ardent
friends-indeed, I believe I may include
the gentleman himself-would not s~y
that he possesses any of the qualifications
that are necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of that important
post. In the first place, he is a very old
man; he is, I believe, 66 or 67 years of
age. He has been out of touch with
military matters for very many years,
because the time that he has spent as
Secretary for Defence in Victoria was
spent in purely clerical work. He has
not been in touch with military matters
for something like twenty years. During
the last eight years he has been living a
private life, having retired on a pension
some eight or nine Y8ar.s a:go, Now,
within the last eight or nine years
the whole of the drill - books have
Mr. McLean.
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been altered in regard to both the
artillery and infantry branches of the
service j
so that ~ the Commandant
would find it necessary 110W to begin to
study in order to obtain the knowledge
necessary to qualify him for the position
to which he has been appointed. The
reason aRsigned for that appointment by
the Minister of Defence in another place
the other evening was that the gentleman
who was really entitled to the position,
Colonel Bingham, could not be spal'ed from
the position of Instructor of Artillery.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-Is that the man who
could not do as he was told some time
ago~

Mr. McLEAN.-I am only dealing with
what the :Minister of Defence said. I am
not expressing any opinion myself; but the
Minister did not deny that Colonel Bingham was the person entitled to the position. He is reported to have said that
if Colonel Umphelby had not gone to
South Africa, he (the Minister) would
have appointed Colonel Bingham to
the post of Commandant. That was
sufficient proof that he belie;ved Colonel
Bingham to be the man who was
properly entitled to the position. I do
not know Colonel Bingham myself at all.
I do not know that I have ever seen him,
and I am only taking the statements of
the Minister. So far as I remember, the
Minister of Defence did not tell the
Council that t.here were four persons
at the head of the defence fo1'cethat is, three officers and one warrant-officer-who have gone through a
complete course of training in gunnery in some of the best military
schools of the old conntry, whose knowledge is up to date, and who are in every
way qualified to lecture and impart instru~tion in every branch of gunnery. It
will be remembered that when Colonel
Hoad visited England, on the occasion of
the Jubilee celebration, Colonel Bingham
discharged the duties of Assistant Adjutant-General, in addition to his own
duties as Instructor of Artillery; and, so
far as I can understand, those duties were
most efficiently discharged.
N ow, the
point I wish to make is that the duties of
Assistant Adjutant-General would make
greater demands on his time than the
duties of Military Commandant. Therefore, if he could perform the duties of
Assistant Adjutant-General, in addition to
supervising the instruction in artillery, he
could certainly perform the duties of
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Military Commandant in addition to his !5ay that the Minister of DefAnce himself
ordina-ry duties. Again, if, as the :Minister will not deny-that if complications should
of Defence says, the reason he did not arise, it will be necessary to supers~de the
appoint Colonel Bingham was that Colonel present Military Commandant, and to put
U mphelby had gone to South Africa, then some person in his place who possesses
I would ask him why he permitted Colonel the proper qualifications for the post.
Umphelby to go ~ It was not that his. Having now referred to a few matters
services were required in connexion with with which I myself and other members
the Victorian contingent. He was only of this House have been very much dispermitted to go by the Imperial authori- satisfied, I come to the matter that is
ties ,as a matter of courtesy to the colony, specially referred to in the resolution I
and in order that he might acquire have moved. It will be remembered t.hat
additional knowledge in his profession. on or about the 14th of this month, the
That was, no doubt, a very worthy honorable member for Brighton, in his
object; but, fA,S the Minister of Defence place in Parliament, charged a Mr. Packer
knew at the time that this appointment with having committed a seriollS breach
was to be made in a few days, he of the privileges of Parliament in using
surely should not have permitted Colonel tho influence of a powi:Jrful journal to
Umphelby to leave our shores, seeing sway the judgment and virtually direct
that his services were necessary to enable the finding of a select committee, the
the Minister to appoint to the position of members of which were then engaged in
Military Commandant the person who was considering a very important case which
properly qualified to discharge the duties at the time was sub judice. I think that
of the office. Now, that is a very serious was the purport of the charge made by
matter at a time like this. If the colony the honorable member for Brighton.
is to be put to the expense of keeping up Now, the Premier stated on that occasion
military defences at all, it is a serious that in his opinion-I do not remember
matter to trifle with the efficiency of the the words, but am speaking from memoryservice, because we know that at the no breach of privilege had been committed.
present time it is seething with discontent. Yet, in spite of that statement, he and
The officers are all rankling under a sense his Government recorded a solid vote in
favour of bringing the accused p€rson to
of inj ustice.
An HONORABI1E MElIlBER.-Why ~
the Bar of the House. I confess that I
Mr. McLEAN.-Because a gentleman and many honorable members sitting near
. is taken from private life, a gentleman me were very much astounded at that
bordering on three score and ten-sudden -change of front. At all events I
Mr. MURRAY.-About the same age as myself was astounded. Still, on reflection,
Lord Wolseley, recollect.
I thought that the Premier, on further
Mr. McLEAN.-At any rate, the hon- consideration, and after hearing the arguorable member will admit that Major- ments used in the discussion which took
General Downes has 110 knowledge what- place, had changed his mind, and, although
ever of the implements ,or tactics of modern I thought it l:lnfortunate that he had not
war.
announced that change of view before
Mr. MURRAY.-Being a reading man, I recording his vote, I was not disposed
should imagine he has.
to regard the matter very seriously. But
The SPEAKER.-I w.ant the honorable next day, after having had ample time to
member to address him.self to me, and not consider the whole question, after having
to reply to interjections.
I hope that had plenty of time to look up precedents,
interjections will cease.
and to consult with the other legal memMr. McLEAN.-The replies I make to bers of the Cabinet, he came down to the
interjections are all pertinent to the sub- House, and again told us, in more emject that I desire to explain to the House. phatic and decided terms than on the preThe SPEAKER. - WeU, it is against vious day, that in his opinion no breach
the rule of Parliament.
of privilege had been committed, or had
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-There are not been proved to have been oommitted, and
many rules observed in a no-confidence then, with those words fresh upon his
debate.
lips, he again voted fo1' sending the acMr. McLEAN.-I was saying that this cused person to Her Majesty's common
is a very serious matter. I think that no gaol.
one in this House will deny-I venture to - Mr. BROMLEY.-A pity he did not do it.
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Mr. McLEAN.~No\V, I may regard
this matter too seriously, and I should be
very pleased if it could be pointed out to
me that I do so regard it; but I say that
the more I have· considered it, and
the more deeply I have pondered over
its possible effects, the more firmly have I
been convinced that it was one of the
most unfortnnate acts that were ever
committed by the Queen's Government in
any part of the Queen's dominions. There
is a principle of British 13 w I think that
meets with approval throughout the
whole of the British Empire, to the effect
that wherever there is any reasonable
doubt of the guilt of an accused person,
the accused person shall get the benefit of
that doubt; but ever since the terrible
crime of Calvary, human nature throughout the whole world shudders at the idea
of any Government or any judicial
tribunal that will convict and punish a
man whose guilt has not been proved, and
is either known or is believed to be innocent. A most llotable instance of that
powerful feeling was recently demonstrated
in a most forcible manner when France,
one of the great nations of the earth,
found itself isolated and boycotted by the
civilized nations of the world, because
it had permit ted its courts to convict
and punish a man whose guilt in the
opinion of the outside world had not been
proved. Now, the courts that convicted
Dreyfus had at least the grace to declare
that, in their opinion, he was guilty before passiug sentence of punishment upon
him; but in our unfortunate case the leader
of the Government, the Right Honorable
the Premier, himself a very able lawyer,
and a member of the Queen's Privy
Council, a gentleman to whom we are elltitled to look for light and leading in an
important and difficult and intricate q uestion of this kind, deliberately expresses
his opinion that the man is innocent of
the offence of which he has been charged,
and then votes for sending him to prison.
If there is one institution in the country
that should be kept pure, unsullied, and,
like Cresar's wife, above suspicion, it is
the judicial tribunals of the country. So
that if we condone an act of this kind
where the Premier of the cnlony declares
that in his opinion a man is innocent
and then votes for sending him to gaol,
I can only say we shall place a stain
upon the reputation of Victoria that will
live in history after we have passed
away.
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Mr. vVu.JKINs.-Did the Premier say he
was innocent 1
Mr. McLEAN.-The Premier advised
the House not to proceed any further. I
have carefully considered what my duty is
in this matter. I believe tha,t it is my duty
to vote not in accordance ,vith the dietates
'of personal sympathy or personal friendship, but to vote in the way that will
vindicate the honour and reputation of
the Parliament and the people of Victoria.
Mr. FINK seconded the motion.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I think the
highest compliment has been paid today to this Government that could possibly be paid to any Government, for,
after five years' service, the weakest
attack on a Government ever made within the four walls of this chamber has
been made by my honorable friend who
has j nst resumed his seat. He started off
by referring to the private friendship that
existed so long between him and myself
when we were colleagues in another Government, and again when he paid me the
high compliment of joining my Government for the purpose of strengthening it,
and showing that country interests were
not to be neglected. I have reciprocated
those kindly feelings; but, considering that
the houorable member is such an old friend,
and that, as an old parliamentarian, he
has far more knowledge of the work of
administration than I, as a younger man,
could possibl'y have, I say that if those'
feelings of friendship on his part still
existed, if he still had that kindly feeling
towards myself and my colleagues that he
ought to have, then he has been guilty of
a grave neglect of friendly duty in not
coming to me and telling me something of
the discontent about the weak administration of the Government, of which he
now speaks. Did the honorable member
give me the slightest hint that any such
discontent existed 1 Did he attempt to put
me on my guard 1 Djd he say anything whatever to me about it 1 No, not a single word.
Had our positions been reversed, and, had
the honorable membnr been in my trying
position, and I in his, I would have taken
very good care to drop him some slight
hint that the Government \Vas likely to
get into troubled waters. But not one
word of warning from that old friend did
I receive. My honorable friend has referred to the proceedings with regard to
the Maffra Beet Sugar Company. There
is no doubt he did, at the commencement
of this session, and later on, when I gave
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him an opportunity of replying to the
strictures which were passed upon the ad·
ministration of that company, attempt, in
my opinion, to shift whatever blame there
was for that failure from his OWIl shoulders on to mine, and I naturally resented
it. The honorable member knows well
the trouble and care that I took over that
matter. He knows the accusations which
were made when the contract was originally let.
He knows the duty that
rested upon me to investigate the matter;
and he knows, also, that J sat up till four
o'clock in the morning to prepare the
necessary objections to the company's
proposal. He knows that I was too firm
then, when I made those objections.
There was no weakness or vacillation
then. vVhen I insisted on the .interests
of the country being protected, he considered that I was too firm.
Mr. McLEAN.-If there are any personal obligations, the balance is on my
side.
Sir GEORGE TURNER-I know this,
that had it not been for the unbounded
faith that I had in the honorable member,
I probably wonld never have landed this
colony in the loss of £62,000, and I would
not have allowed the unfortunate shareholders in the company to lose £31,000 of
their money. vVe all know what gratitude is.
Mr. MURRAY Sl\IITII.-N ot gratitude to
\vasting the public money.
Sir GEORGE TURNER-Gratitude
for the care and in terest I took in regard
to that matter, and gratitude for the unbounded trust I unfortunately placed in
the honorable member's knowledge. If I
had been challenged 'with that mistake, I
wonld have pleaded guilty. Now, I cannot be surprised, nor need my colleagues
be surprised, that an attack should be
made upon the Government. Such an
attack, after such a long term of office, is
natural in all Parliaments j but I certainly
am surprised at the quarter from which
the attack comes. My houorable friend
says that he was not aware of any intriguing going on when I threw out a
challenge the other day. rrhen he must
have been blind or deaf, because we know
very well it has been common rumour
thr~nghout the House, and spoken of in
the public press and outside, that almost
ever since the beginning of this session
intriguing has undoubtedly been going on
to oust the Government by those who are
not loyal supporters of the Government,
Session 1899.-[182]
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and by many who came in hanging on to
the skirt tails of the Government. I will
not say that the honorable member himself was ill it. Indeed, I am only surprised that he has allowed those who are
forcing him forward to persuade him to
take the action that he has taken to-day.
Mr. MURRAY.-It has taken him foul'
years to do it.
Sir GEORGE TURNER-My honorable friend proceeded to set out why the
Government should be ousted from office.
He says that this has been a wasted
session, and that the measures that have
been brought before the Honse have been
crude and ill-digested.
He starts off first
with the Old-age Pensions Bill.
vVe all
know that this is a most difficult subject,.
and that it is the world's puzzle.
I
spent weeks over the matter. I studied
all the literature I could find relating to
it., and I studied carefully the report of
the commission which we appointed to
inquire into it, and which sat for months
and months. Then I drafted a Bill on
the best lines that I could devise. That,
measure was carefully considered, and I
do not know that any objection will be
taken to it. One objection, I suppose, will
be advanced, and that is that I was too
honest.
Mr. HIGGINs.-No one objects to that.
Mr. GILLIEs.-Are you the first or last
man in the world to be honest?
Sir GEORGE 'rUHNER-If I had'
done what I might have done, and what
I would have done if I wanted to
humbug honorable members, I would
simply have bought down the Bill
and said -- "There it is; we have a
surplus which is sufficient for my time j.
I will not consider future Treasllrers; I
will not consider the country itself j I will
take all the kudos and honollr of passing
the Bill, and I will leave my successors to
fiud the money to pay for it." I say that
old-age pensions should be established in
this colony, and the Government is prepared to do it, but I say also that some
contribution must be paid into the public
Treasury for that purpose. vVe must
increase our revenue by some means before
we make this charge npon it. I know the
position of the rrreasul'er of the colony. I
have had five years' bitter experience of it.
We, fortunately, did have a large surplus
last year, but I have told honorable
members ho\v it came about, and that
it was altogether unexpected. I told honorable members befure, and I repeat it now,
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that this year the Treasurer will have his
hands full if he is to make both ends meet,
and I believe also that next year, with the
extra expenditure for federal matters,
with the extra sinking fuud, with the reduction in the rate1:l of postage and the
i'eduction of income tax, and with the
necessarily growing expenditure of this
colony, the Treasurer will find it very
difficult indeed to bring a balance out on
the right side. He will have to providfl
for £300,000 or £400,000 of extra expenditure, and I do not know how it is to be
done.
Dr. MALONEY.-Are our poor to starve
in tho meantime ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-No; the poor
are not to starve, but this House should
not reject with scorn the proposal which I
brought down with the fullest and most
~areful consideration, merely because-I
say it unhesitatingly-it touches the
pockets of a large number of people. It is
very good to be philanthropic, and to feel
for the poor, so long as you do nut touch
·other men's pockets. That is a question
which the House could have dealt with. If
the House had said that the scheme v..as not
the best, I should have been perfectly prepared to accept any other scheme submitted which could have brought with
certainty a reasonable amount of money
into the Treasury.
Sir J ORN ~v.l.cINTYRE.-'Vhy did not you
test your own scheme?
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-We want to
know, and it is the duty of honorable members to tell the Government when a new
subject of that kind is being dealt
with, why the proposals we submitted were
so very crude and ill-digested. The Bill
we introduced was carefully thought
·ont, and but for the one debatable
question in it of how the necessary
funds were to be raised, it would have
been passed by the House with little or
no amendment. If I am to be challenged
,on the ground that I did not content
myself with simply bringing down a
scheme, and making no provision for the
necessary funds, I shall be perfectly pre'pared to accept that challenge. I should
not have done my duty as Treasurer if
I had not pointed out to the House
-that that measure would involve an
.expenditure of £150,000, and probably
,considerably more, per annum. Old:age pensions cost more than that ill
New Zealand, and we have as many aged
nersons here who would be entitled to
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pensions as there are in New Zealand. If
I had not done that, if I had merely
said, "There is a scheme, and we have
plenty of money now; there is no reason why
you should not pass it," I should have
got it through flying; but in years to come
I should have been blamed for not having
done my duty, and I could not have denied
the charg~. The next compla.int made is
in reference to the Usury Bill. There also
we had a new subject to deal with, and
one objection to the Bill was that it
touched others than money lenders. There
are many such persons who ought to be
touched, inasmuch as they charge very
high rates for renewals, thus taking advantage of the position of their clients
to make exorbitant profits.
The honor3:b1e m-ember for Gippsland North has
not, however, challenged the policy of that
measure. Surely, the matter is one which,
if the Bill had got into committee, could
have been dealt with. If any ohjections
had been pointed ont, the Government
would have been only too glad to meet
them. The next charge on which the Government are to forfeit the confidence of
the House and of the country, and, to be
told that they are a set of incapables, has
reference to the vVater Bill. Was there
a single alteration made in the principles
or the lines on wbich that Bill was based,
either by this House or by another place?
Mr. IRvrNE.--There was no principle
in it.
Sir GEORGE TURNER. - No honorable member suggested as an alternative
any but theoretical schemes, and no honorable member dared to go to a vote with
regard to any of the amendments. The
Bill was practically carried in the form in
which it was introduced by the Government. I may point out that it dealt with
a subject which year after year previous
Governments had shirked.
Like many
other matters, we had to take it up. But
what was done 7 A country party was
formed, and because I, as Treasurer,
would not at once yield to the whole of
their demands it was said that I was
setting them at defiance. I had a duty
to perform-one of the many unpleasant
duties that I have had to perform during the
past five years, and that honorable members know I have not shirked. In spite
of all the weakness and vacillation that we
hear so much about, I fonght, step by
step, every proposal excepting those that I
thought, from the information given to me,
were fair aud legitimate. Had I a110wed
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those honorable members who desired to
further cut down the amounts to have
their own way the reductions would have
been very much greater.
Mr. LANGDoN.-There was not fair play
all round.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-That is not the
charge in this motion.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honorable member for Korong had an opportunity of bringing forward his case, and
he'did so with the ability he possesses.
The House decided against him. T endeavoured to meet every claim which I
thought was fair and legitimate. In some
cases, as I told the House, I weut a long
way further, with the view of helping the
poor people in the far distant parts of the
colony, than, as Treasurer, I had any right
to do.
Mr. MOUTJE.-If you had no right, why
did you do it ~
Sir GEQRGE TURNER.-Simply because I thought that, in the interests of the
poorer people, we might give further concessions, My desire has always been to
assist those who have to struggle hard for
their living in the far distant parts of the
colony, but I say unhesitatingly that I.
did go further than I ought to have done.
I did it knowingly, and with the belief .
that the vast majority of those who would
have to pay the extra amount would support the view I took.
Mr. CARl'ER,.-You plead guilty, your
'Yorship.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honorable member should not interject. He
knows that if it had not been for my
action he would not have been here. I
think I saved his life.
Mr. CARTER.-I want to save yours!
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-'rhen the
honorable member should vote with .the
Government on this occasion. 1.'he hon~
orable member for Gippsland North, continuing his charges of enormity against the
Government, attacks them on the ground
of tl1e visit of the Attorney-General to England. He does not contend that the honorable gentleman, being a member of the
Ministry, should give up all his private
practice, but he says that I, in that spirit
of weakness and. vacillation which he
speaks of, told the House that it was
necessary we should get on -with the
work and get into recess, as a very difficult
question would then have to be tackled.
The honorable member's objection is that
the Attorney-General will not be here
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when that question is being dealt with.
There would be force in that objection if
we had legal matters to deal with, but all
we shall have to do will be to divide the
colony into districts. For that work we do
not absolutely require the assistance of the
Attorney-General.
'When I found that
the high compliment had been paid to him
of offering him a brief to proceed to England and to argue a case before the Privy
Council, I saw that I would llot be acting
fairly to him if I threw any obstacle in
the way. I willingly gave him permission
to go, because I fel t perfectly certain that
the best illterests of the colony ,vould
not be in any way affected by his absence.
Other Ministers have been absent.
I
was absent as Premier of the colony for
months. I was away whilst the Federal
Bill itself was being discussed and when
in reality I ought to have been here.
The Attorney-General then willingly
undertook to do my work for me while
I was away in addition to his own. But· I
say, in regard to his intended visit to
England, that we . do not absolutely
require his services. There are plenty of
mem bel'S of the Cabinet who are capable
of dealing fully with the question of the
division of the colony into districts, and
any scheme that is determined upon will
have to be considered and adopted by the
House. If we had had any important
matter to deal with that would have been
affected by the Attorney-General's absence
I should have raised an objection or have
called upon him to resign.
Sir JORN McIxl'YRE-Carry this 11.10tiOn,
!lond you will be relieved of all trouble.
Sir GEOHGE TURNER-'Ye are not
going to carry the motion. The honorable
member will have to bide a wee yet. He
has been for ma,ny years in the House,
and he has had to bide for 1:1, long time.
He might as well possess his soul in
patience. I say that the contemplated
visit of the Attorney-General to England
affords no ground whatever for turning
out the Government. It is one of the
many weak charges which have been put
into the motion to catch a few votes, in
the hope that in that way sufficient votes
will be obtained to oust the Government.
Mr. A. L. TucKER.-It was your own
policy when you put out the Patterson
Government.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-It was not. I
will tell the House presently what my policy
was. I now come to the next charge,
which has reference to the appointment
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of the Military Commandant. I say that
the action of the Government in that
matter was perfectly justified. First of
all, I insisted that there should be one
Imperial officer, and one only, in the service of the Government. In the old days
we did get some value for our money, but
I have no hesitation in saying that latterly we have not got value for our money
from the Imperial officers who have been
brought out here. They have been of too
high a rank. They attend all our functions, but they do not do the work we
want them to do. My feeling on the subject is shown by the fact that we are now
managing the naval branch of our forces
by trained officers of our own. ·We have had
Imperial officers here for a number of years,
and our own men should have been sufficiently trained to be capable of carrying
out nearly all the business. Properinstruction has not, however, been given to them.
Knowing that, when Sir Charles Holled
Smith came out here, I refused to sanction the appointment of a second Imperial
officer. Months went by, and then the
Minister of Defence pressed the Cabinet
very strongly to overrule my decision. My
decision was overruled, but I insisted that
the officer engaged should not be an ornament. We did not want an ornament,
but an instructor to give instruction to
officers and wen. The telegrams that
were read in the Legislative Council
by the Minister of Defence showed
clearly that we did not want an officer
who was to be merely an officer, but
that we desired to secure the services
of some one who would give instruction to
our men. Has that instruction ever been
given 1 Not a word of it j not a bit of it.
The men have been left just as they were,
and whatever instruction has been given
to them has, as Colonel Bingham says,
been given by some sub-officer. We find
also that when the Minister of Defence
allowed the Commandant to have six
weeks' leave of absence, he put a regulation through which debarred Col Oll el
Bingham from taking command. What
was the result? We were paying one
ufficer £1,200 and another £800 or £900
a year for six weeks for walking about
doing nothing. Is that what we part with
our hard-earned money for ~
Surely
not 1 Then it appeared that certain
instruction ,vhich was necess:;try could
not be given to the militiamen because no officer could be spared. The
Minister directed that an officer should be
Sir George Tnrner.
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detailed for this duty, but for weeks his
instruction was ignored. Then he was
q nietly set at defiance.
Had it not
been for the fact that the term of
office of the Commandant was just then
running out, I should have said that the
Minister of Defence who is perhapl'! as I
am, too easy, should have taken a more
firm stand, and insisted on his instruotions
being obeyed. vVe are told now that we
should appoint an artillery officer as Comm.andant. vVhen I was going through the
papers I came across a statement by
Major-General Tulloch that it would be
absurd to appoint as Commandant an
artillery officer because in the case of war
he would have to be at the forts, whereas,
he should be in a position to exercise a
general supervision. In addition to that
we find that our officers have been sent
time after time to Sydney to practise on
obsolete guns. I say that the Minister OJ
Defence would not have been worthy of
his position had he not put his foot down
and acted as he did in keeping Colonel
Bingham for the important services for
which he was brought ont here, and for
which he is paid. We said that we would
ask him to carry out those services, and
that we would put in command temporarily, a gentleman in whom we had
every confidence. This charge is not
sllfficient ill itself, and even with the other
charges adde·d, it is not sufficient to justify
the House in turning out a Government
which has faithfully served the colony for
so many years. Bnt I am afraid that these
are not the real reasons for the action that
has been taken. I come now to the gravamen of the motion-my action in connexion with th.e recent question of
priv.ilege.
The honorable member for
Gippsland North in referring to this
matter waxed quit.e eloquent.
He
ealled our attention to events that had
taken place in the old days. He is under
a slight misapprehension in regard to
what occurred. He says, first of all, that I
told the House that there was no offence,
and that the publisher of the newspaper
should not be punished; that then I voted
for the motion that was submitted, and
that next day I came down, repeated
what I had said before, and again voted
for the proposal made. He is altogether
wrong. The matter was sprung upon the
House wit.hout any notice being given to
me.
Mr. MouLE.-Do not say that it was
sprung upon the House. The article was
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only published that morning, and I had to
look up the law on the subject.
Sir GEOHGE TURNER.-The honorable member might have, at any rate, dropped me a note saying that he intended to
call attention to the matter; but I did not
mean to suggest that the honorable member sprung it upon the House purposely.
I did not, however, receive any notice of
it, and I said I was not sufficiently acquainted with constitutional law to be
able to say whether the article was a
breach of privilege 01' not. I had great
doubts as to whether it was, and I thought
the wiser plan was to take no notice of
what appeared, to me, to be a very improper and inj udicious article. I did not
oppose in any shape or form what was
asked. I stated that the honorable member had looked more care full v into the
question than I had done, and" I allowed
the matter to proceed. When the publisher of the newspaper was brought to the
Bar next day, I repeated that I had grave
doubts as to whether the article was or
was not a breach of the privileges of the
House. There were no precedents exactly
bearing upon the case. The honorable
member for Brighton mentioned a case in
which the breach of privilege was that of
attempting to tamper with a witness. I
had grave doubts on the subject, and I
said that the better course would be to
allow the matter to drop.
Sit, JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-Did you consult
the Attorney-General ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I should be
obliged to the honorable member if he
would not interject.
Sir JOHN McIN1'YRE.-Cannot I ask a
question ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The hOllor,able member whenever he interjects irritates me. I have now the most serious
duty I have ever had to perform. I have
to prevent, if I can, a motion from being
carried which declares th:tt we are fSimply
a lot of incapables. vVhen the question of
privilege came up next day, argument
after argument was put before the House.
The honorable mem bel' did me exact j ustice when he stated that' I listened to
those arguments, and that my opinion
was greatly changed.
Mr. HIGGINS.-vVhy did you not tell
the Heuse so ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-ItelltheHouse
now that those arguments did change my
opinions, and my colleagues know it.
Although I was not quite satisfied, I felt
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that the House, in declaring the matter
to be a breach of privilege, ought to be
unanimous, and I d.id not therefore call for
or insist upon a division. If a division had
been taken, I should still have voted in the
way I did, my view being that in declaring
anything to be a breach of privilege, the
House ought to be unanimous. In that I
may have committed an error of j~dg
me nt, but that it was such a grave -administrative blunder as would justify the
House in turning the Government out is a
view that, I venture to say, a vast majority
of honorable members will not indorse.
The' honorable member for Gippsland
North has given the Government credit
The House and the
for one good action.
country may congratulate themselves that
this motion of want of confidence was not
carried a month or six weeks ago, because
if we look at the honorable members by
whom the honorable member for Gippsland North has, since he sat down, been
surrounded, and we may take it for
granted that, if he is successful, many of
them will be his colleagues, we must come
to the conclusion that, if they had been in
power, the Victorian cont.ingent would
never, with their assent, have been despatched to South Africa. I say, therefore,
that we may well congratulate ourselves
that the honorable member was not
pressed some six ·weeks ago to bring forward the motion.
Mr. FlNK.-To how many of your supporters also does that remark apply ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-To very fe\v.
The honorable member had better restrain
his new- born zeal. N ow, these are, briefly,
the charges which the honorable mem bel' for
Gippsland North has thought fit to bring
against the Government, and, as I said, I
am sorry that an old colleague should
have taken the lead in this matter. I am
also sorry that he has been aided alld
abetted by other old colleagnes, who knew
that I did not want to undertake the task
they wished to impose upon me, and
begged and prayed. of me to take the
position of leader of the Opposition. They
said that they would be prepared to sit
behind me and to loyally support me, and
yet they have deserted me on the first
opportunity. I regret exeeedingly that
these charges should have been made by
Government supporters, and I regret still
D.lOre that they should have been made
by those honorable members who indnced
me, five years ago, to seek office. They
gave me five years of the hardest work I

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBL Y. ]

in Ministe1's.

ever had, and they are prepared ~ now, if the Treasurel~ all his time' to bring the
they have their own way, to give me my financial year to a c10se with a balance on
the right side. I am glad that we are
reward for those five years of hard work.
Mr. CARTER. - You do not expect to be at last going to have a straight-out vote.
in office for ever, surely 1
Y¥e are all anxious to know how matters
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honor- stand, but I am rather surprised at the
able member has put his finger on the sore. form the motion has taken. The honor.
Mr. KIRTON.-"Vere you not paid for able member for Fitzroy (Mr. Tucker)
your services ~
asked me what I did when I was inMr. PEACOCK. - Paid! that is con- duced to move a motion of want of con·
temptible.
fidence against the Patterson Government.
Mr. KIRTON.-You have been well paid I came forward with a direct motion of want
for doing the laughing for the Ministry.
of confidence, and I took all the responsiMr. PEACOCK.-I will laugh at you bility of it.. But what do we find here ~
when this is all over.
. The honorable member for Gippsland
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I do trust North does not stop at that, he goes onto
that we shall carryon this debate in a give reasons. I do not know why he gave
kindly spirit.
reasons at all. What was the object of it ~
Mr. KIRTON.-Why do you not restrain
Mr. MURRAY.-He gave the reasons inhis
motion, buthedidnotgivethemin his speech
your colleague ~
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memSir GEORGE TURNER.-I was about
ber for Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton) must to point out that that is exactly what the
cease his interrnptions. I trust that the honorable member has done. For some
debate will be conducted in a dignified reason the honor~ble member speaks in
and decorous mamIeI'.
his motion of the administrative weakness
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Admitting, of the Government. I have not heard a
for the sake of argumen t, that during the word from him with regard to any adminislast five years mistakes have been made trative ",·ealmess. Even our political
by the Government, I would ask whether opponents say that, while they cannot
the services they have rendered to the support our legislation, they recogcountry are not more than a sufficient set- nise that there never was a Government
off against anything which may have hap- that better administered the affairs of
pened lately, if anything has happened. the country than the present Govern·
'Ve had to undertake a most difficultt:.tsk ment. That is what is said all round. I
with regard to the finan~es. Naturally, have no hesitation in stating that, as far
by imposing additional taxation and effect- as our administration is concerned, we do
ing drastic retrenchment, we brought upon undoubtedly possess the confidence of the
ourselves a certain amount of odium. great majority of the people of the colony_
When I came into power the Treasury Then the honorable member goes on to
was depleted. We had no revenue; the speak of the Government's "Yacillating
surplus funds were used up. Now, we are conduct of public business," and he inin a first-class position. Instead of having troduces a peroration about the quesa deficit of some £600,000, we were able tion of privilege to which I have
at the end of the last financial year to referred. The cond uct of public busishow a substantial surplus. I should like ness is evidently something in contraPublic
to know whether, if the road were not distinction to administration.
clear, if we had to face the same troublous business includes more than administimes now as we had then, the honorable trative acts. It includes the whole of
member for Gippsland North and those our policy and all the Bills which from
who are working with him would be so time to time we have brought before the
House. The motion evidently was not
anxious to take the helm.
Mr. HIGGTNs.-You s:1id before that the prepared by one hand. I should look with
a good deal of curiosity at the original
revenue was not coming in.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I am speak- draft. I should like to see in whose handing now with regard to last year. I say writing it is. I am afraid that the motion
that the revenue is not coming in in such goes a little too far. 'Vith regard to ada way as would justify me in yielding to ministration, I am not going to claim that
the demands that are made upon me by the Government is immaculate. I wilhonorable members for extra expenditure. lingly admit that we have made mistakes'
Unless we have some windfalls it will take during our five years' tenure of office_ Any.
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Government would, in five such years as
we have had to face, have made some mistakes, but that any of our mistakes have
been of a serious nature is not a fact. If'
they had been honorable members would
have taken good ca,l'e to have dealt with
us long ago. So far as the legislation we
have introcl uced is concerned, inclepen·.
dently of the financial difficulty, we have
dealt in a manner which has been
approved of by Parliament with a large
number of itnportant subjects which
had been allowed to d rift year after
year. vVe. had to undertake the revision of the Tal'lff; we had to deal with
the whole question of onr land legislation for the purpose of rnaking
it more Ii'beral, so that the poor people
might have opportunities of settling on the
land. Then we had to deal also with the
companies and the insolvency law. 'Ve
carried, and we have in successful operation, Acts relating to the factories such as
were never introduced by any previous
Government. Then wo have also dealt
effectively with the water difficulty, and,
as honorable members know, we have had
to introduce Bills relating to a number of
other matters.
MR. BROMLEY.-One man one yote.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Yes, we have
not forgotten constitutional questions.
'Ve have managed after years of fighting
to do what the liberal party, which is now
apparent.ly to be split into two parts, has
been fighting for for nearly half a century.
'Ve have secured the constitutional reform
of one man one vote. 'fhosc honorable
members who are opposing the Government cannot say thg,t we have not acted
on liberal lines. I quite admit that we
have not gone on such radical lines as
some of our supporters might have wished.
I have always thought it better in regard
to these matters to go slowly step by
step. Some of the honorable members who
hav~ supported us loyally have thought
that we have not gone far enough.
vVhile my sympathies went n, long way in
the direction they desired, I could not see
my way to go to the full length they
wished, because I believe that these matters have to be dealt with piecemeal, and
the people have to be oducated by seeing
exactly what is being done. As far as the
country interests are concerned, can any
honorable member honestly say that they
have been in any way neglectE!d? The
Government have done everything they
possibly could to develop the mining and
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agricultural industries.
It was very
difficult, indeed, to find the necessary
money for that purpose. We had not got
it in our revenue, and we had to devise
means to raise a sufficient amount to
assist those industries; but, with the
loyal help of the House, we have given
great assistance and benefit not alone to.
the agricultural, but also to the mining industry: vVe have lately made a concession
to the wheat-growing districts of the colony
in co~nnexion with our railways. As soon
as that matter was brought under my
notice, by way of appeal from a decision
of the Commissioner of Rail ways, I
thoroughly investigated the questiOli with
regard to the whr,at rates, and while I
could not go to the full length that the
representatives of the ,vheat-growing districts desired, because, as I told them, it
wonld not have been fair to the colony, in
view of the state of the finances, I went
as far as I felt justified in going in endeavouring·to meet the. requirements of
those who have to live a long way off.
Then, again, take the Credit Foncier
system. vVhile the ex-Treasurer has, undoubtedly, a right to the credit of having
first introduced to this House the Credit
Foncier Bill, we have been able to carry
it through both Houses of Parliament,
and the scheme has been in successful
operation for some time pn.st. I believe
that that one measure alone has been of
great, benefit and advantage to many of
our farmers. Now, there is one thing I
will admit, one fault on my part that probably has brought me into the position I
stand in to-day, and that is that I have
been too easy with the House. My great
anxiety has been, as far as I possibly
CQuld, to meet the wishes and convenience
of honorable members.
Mr. MURRAY SlIITII.-Of the majority.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The House
will recollect how I have been treated
wbenever I have tried to meet the views
6f honorable members. "When, from one
side of the chamber. or the other, sugges.tions are made which I think should be
given eftect to, I am told, when I seek to
give effect to them, that I am weak, that
I am backing down; that I am giving
way. If, on the other hand, I attempt
to put my foo.t down, it is the "iron
hane1."
Mr. KIRToN.-That is almost as good
a "bull" as mine.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-If I put my
foot down firmly and heavily, then I am
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applying the." iron hand "-1 am attempting t.o gag honorable members.: I am a
tyrant. So, whether I hit high or hit
low, I am bound to be wrong.
Mr. MOULE.-You are bound to get
out. .
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-ThfLt is not
quite so certain.
Mr. MOUIJE.-You ought to hit straight.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-,\Vith regard
to thiR session let us look quietly at what
have been the difficulties that confronted
us before we are prepared to condemn the
Government for the small amount of work
that has been doue, although I am not
going' to say that the present Ression will
close with a small amount of work done.
H the one-mall-one·yote Bill, the Water
Bills, and the Factories Bill pass into
legislation, that will not be a bad
record of work for one session surely.
But let it be remembered that at the
start of the session we had to deal \vith
federal matters, and that when I strongly
urged that we should not adjourn, bllt go
on with the work of the session, honorable
mem bel's were practically unanimous in
saying that they must take part in the
federal proceedings, and we lost several
weeks in consequence. Then there have
been holidays, and, unfortunately, times
when we had to adjourn the Honse, but I
think that the record we have of work
actually done will not be a bad record,
taking into consideration the facts I
have· mentioned, and also the fact
that the House has not been in a
working humour. 'Whether it has been
the shadow of federation over honorable
members, or any other matter, I do not
know; but it IS a well-known fact that
this session the House has not been in
that working humour when it is capable of
pushin~ through rapidly a large amount
of work.
But, while there has nl)t been
as much work done as I would have liked,
thatissomething for which the Government
I take my
cannot be wholly blamed.
share of the blame because I feel that I
have been too easy with honorable memben; ; but, if I am to continue longer in
office, I can assure honorable members
they will not have to find that fault
with me in future. Now, before we displace the Government we ought to have
goc,d reasons why we should displace them.
What is the reason whv' we are asked to
displace the present Mir;istry? The great
charge made against us is the one to
which I have referred, and which I have
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no hesitation in saying is simply "a sprat
thrown to catch a mackerel." But I do
not know that it has succeeded.
Is
there to be a change of policy, or is
it to be simply a change of men? Is
it to be simply a shuffle of the cards, so
that others can have office, place, and pay,
or are we going to make some alteration
in the policy on which the G':)Vernment
have been carrying on the colony during
the last five years 1 My honorable friend
has not told us that, but I presume that
if he succeeds in carrying this motioll, he
will form a liberal, or perhaps a radical
Government, and, if rumours are correct,
that radical Goverment will have, sitting
as its supporters, the conservative portion
of this House. Are we then to have
the policy of the Government dictated by
the conservatives in this Chamber, or will
it be carried out simply on liberal lines ~
N ow, before we make a change, I think
we ought to carefully consider that
matter.
Mr. MURRAY SMI'l'H.-This is the old
red herring drawn across the path.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE,-You did not
refuse their support all along. If it had
not been for them you would not have
been in office now.
Mr. KIIlToN.-Hear, hear.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER..-My honorable friend no doubt will have an opportunity of speaking later on. He has on
many occasions, I regret to say, in the
conntry and in this House, laid himself
ont deliberately to insult me.
Sir JOHN McfNTYllE.-Who has done
so?
Sir GEOHGE TUHNER.-My honorable friend who is interJecting-the honorable mem bel' for Ballarat 'Vest (Mr.
Kirton).
He did it the other night in
charging me with insincerity, and he did
it again to-nigh t, \\' hen I was saying that
I had slaved and worked hard for the
colony for the last five years, by interj\3cting that 1 was paid for it.
Mr. KIRTON.-Alld so you have been
paid for it, and well paid for it; I repeat
it.
Several HONORABLE MEl\IBERs.-Shame!
vVithdraw.
Mr. rr. SMITH.-He . has not been well
paid for it.
Sir GEOHGE TUHNER.-I only hope,
in the interests of this great colony, which
is my native land, that my honorable
friend, if ever he has to hold a responsible
position such as I have held for the past
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five years, will .at the end of that time
possess the good feeling and confidence of
the majority of the people, as I know I
do now. And if he does, he will know
that whatever amount of money he has
got for his services has been well earned.
Let me tell my honorable friend that, as
far. as I am personally concerned, by my
tennre of office here, which has been
against my will, and at the earnest entreaty of my colleagues, I have to a great
extent ruined my health bodily and mentally, and that I am a poorer man now
than if I had attended to my own private
business during the past five years. The
amount of remuneration I have received·
for my services has not in any shape or
form recompensed me for the losses I
have sustained, let alone for the great
care, trouble, and anxiety I have undergone
during the past five years. That remark,
coming from a man who was returned to
this House at a by-election as a strong
and staunch supporter of the Government, is one that was utterly uncalled for,
and one that I regrethe has used. Now, the
present charge against the Government is
the flimsiest charge ever made against
any Government. We have been charged
with various sins, but the real sin has
not been disclosed.
The real sin is
that we have lived too long, that we
are in office still, and other honorable
mernbers - I won't say my honorable
friend, but many of those acting in conjunction with him in this matter-are
hungry and greedy for our positions.
That is the real reason why this motion
has been tabled now. It is not because it
is in the best interests of this colony. I
say, unhesitatingly, that, in my opinion,
many of those who are w0rking with my
honorable friend, who are pnshing him on,
as, I believe, most unwillingly in himself,
have not the genuine interests of this
colony at heart, and are simply seeking
to get the positions we now occupy. That,
in my opinion, is the real reason why this
motion has been brought forward just
before Parliament W:lS about to be prorogued.
Mr. BRowN.-It is not unconstitutional,
is it ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-It is perfectly constitutional.
Mr. MURRAY. - And the Premier's
reply is perfectly constitutional.
Sir JOHN' McIN1'YRE.-Yon have got to
save your life now, Murray.
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Sir GEORGE TURNER.-It is not in
any way to alter the policy of the Government that this motion is now proposed.
I am perfectly certain that any body of
men who take our places will simply take
up the Bills of this Government. They
may alter those Bills slightly, but they
will probably pass tb.em, with onr assistance, if we happen, unfortunately, to be
in opposition, and they will be doing that
against the wish, I am certain, of my honorable friend, the honorable member for
Maldon, who is so persistently interjeoting
to-night. Many of those honorable members do not care what the excuse is,
so long as the Government is ousted.
They would put the Government out,
reason or no reason.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE--\Ve have kept
you in longer than enough. You would
have been put ont 10lilg ago if it had not
been for us.
'1'he SPEAKER.-Order.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I do not
mind interjections, but they rather extend
the debate. Of course, we are all anxious
that this debate should be conducted in
a good spirit.. If we are to die, we want
to die happily, on good terms with our
friends and our political opponents. But
I do not wish to delay the Honse too long.
I say now, that r would willingly lay
down the reins of power, and would be
very anxious to do it, without one iota of
regret, except for one reason. I have had
during the last five years, as far as this
colony i~ concerned, the responsible work,
in conjunction with other gentlemen, of
dealing with the question of federation.
I luwe been in it from the start, and I
have endeavoured, while doing what I
considered best in the interests of that
Australia that I hope to see united, to get
the best and fairest terms I could for my
own native land. That being so,'I would
feel a tinge of regret if I saw the duty of
finishing that work pass into other hands.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Yes; into the
hands of allti-federationists.
Sir GEOHGE TUHNEH.-There are
many matters yet to be dealt with in connexion wi th the federation of Australia.
There is the very important question of
cutting up this colony into divisions.
Mr. LEVIEN.-It was not important, we
were given to understand, a short time
ago.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER.-There is also
the very important question which may
be raised of amendments being made in
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the Commonwealth Constitution Bill, and
that is a question which will require very
careful consideration, if any attempt be
made to alter the Bill. We must not forget that it is likewise of the utmost importance that this colony shall be well
represented when the Federal Government
is first established. Many have been good
enough to say that I myself should have
a leading position in that Government,
but that is not a matter which I would
place before this House as a reason why
the present Government should not be
turned out of office.
Mr. LEVIEN.-It is a matter which does
not concern tbis House.
. The SPEAKER-Order.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-It is not a
matter which I would place before tbis
House as a reason for retaining me in my
present position. But tbere is one matter
which I will place before the House as a
reason why this Government should not
be put out by tbose who are no\v attempting to put us out, and that is tbat I, for
one, if I have my way, am not going to
leave the future management of federal
matters, and perhaps the duty of helping
to select the members of' tbe federal
Government, whieh is to rule over Australia, in the hands of men who have
stumped this country, and stumped New
South Wales-one of them, at all eventsfrom end to end, as opponents of the
Commonwealth of Australia Bill.
Mr. McLEAN.-That is a most unfair
statement; you yourself were as strongly
opposed to many of the provisions of the
Bill as I was, but I opposed it openly and
you did not.
Sir GEORGE TURNER-My bonorable friend is making a statement wbich
has no foundation in fact. This is not
the first time it has been charged against
~le that I was opposed to the Bill.
Mr. McLEAN.--I never referred to it in
public before, and if you had not alluded
to it, I would not have done so now.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I have been
attacked time after time in that fashion.
The Government are being attacked, and
we are told that they are to be turned out
of office, but I say that if they are to be
turned out, those who are to take their
places must be federalists. My honorable
friend has thought fit to repeat an absolutely untrue assertion which has been
made from time to time, that I, or any of
my colleagues, were opposed to this federation.
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Sir JOHN McTNTYRE.-I was present at
Bendigo when tbe Attorney-General stood
up at t.he Australian Natives' Association
banquet and spoke in such a way as to
lead the people to believe that he was
dead against the Bill. I was there, and
so was the Chief Secretary.
Mr. PEACOCK.-What ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-You were present
that night at the meeting at Bendigo.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Oh!
Sir GEORGE TURNER-Now, in
justice to myself in respect to the charge
that has been levelled against me, I am
going to claim the indulgence of the
House for a few moments. I had fought
for this colony at all the Federation Conventions. I was sent by an overwhelming
majority of the people of this colony to
do so, and I tried, as far as my abilities
would allow me, with my co-representa.tives-for we all, except one, worked
harmoniously together-to get the best
terms I could for the colony of Victoria.
I was suffering agony during the last
Convention in Melbourne, and I had to lie
down most of the time, but I remained in
attendance until the actual work was
done, when I immediately underwent an
operation.
My honorable friend, the
Attorney· General, had to represent the
Government at Bendigo on the occasion
that has been alluded to. I deputed him
to do so, and he acted with my full concurrence and under my direction. I told
him that the Common wealth Bill had
b~en so chopped and changed about. that
at that moment I was not prepared to
say whether I would take the responsibility of advising my fellow
colonists to accept the Bill in its then
state. I had fought on numerous matters
vitally affecting the future welfare of this
colony, matters relating to our railway
traffic especially, on which we had been
beaten time after time; and if I had been
at Bendigo I would have taken exactly the
same position as the Attorney-General
did. I was not going to rush away as a
federalist at any price. I wanted, first of
all, to see that this colony got fair and
legitimatetermsin making the bargain. But
I was then on the broad of my back in
agony, and therefore I could not attend
that gathering. As soon as I possibly
could, and long before I ought to have
done, considering my physical condition,
I \yent thoroughly into the whole question.
I studied every word of tha't Commonwealth Constitution Bill. As soon as I
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could get out of bed I called my colleagues together in my own house, and
explained the difficnlties to,them, and we
talked matters over hour after hour.
Eventually we cam'e to the conclusion
that, in spite of all those difficulties, the colony of Victoria might well
join in the Federation, but, until we came
to that decision, the Attorney-General,
representing the Government, had no right
to pledge us to any course of action in regard to the measure. But, as soon as we
came to that conclusion, after looking at
the matter all round, I took the platform
at St. Kilda at the earliest possible opportunity, and pointed out all the obstacles and
objections, al:) it was my duty to do: It was
my duty to tell my fellow colonists exactly
what I thought the objections were, and
also to pomt out the benefits, and I told
them, after giving the subject careful and
earn.est consideration, that, with all its
defects, I would strongly advise everyone
of them to vote for the Bill. 'rime after
time I have done exactly tho same thing,
and anyone who says that this Government
was, in any shape or form, ad verse to federation, and that they changed their minds
afterwards, is saying something that ha.s
no foundation in fact or in truth. Of
course, my honorable friend the honorable
member for Gippsland North was the
one who was strongly opposed to tho Bill.
Mr. McLEAN.-1'here were two members of the Government opposed to it, if
they h~d spoken their minds. :My honorable friend the Premier was one.
Sir GEORGE 'rURNER.-I will say
my honorable friend is not correct.
. Mr. MOULE.-Oh~ don't betray temper.
Mr. McLEAN.-I will tell you privately
your own words to me, and I think you will
then adniit that I have spoken the truth.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.--N 0\"'-, in conclusion, I want to say this, that if the
Government have to go down, I have no
hesitation in saying that we will go out
of office with a record of five years' work
which any Government may well be proud
of, and we will go out on a motion tabled
by one of my ex-colleagues, who helped
us for four years, when he had no fault
to find with the Government; who worked
with us for four years, when there was
no vacillation, no administrative weakness 011 the part of the Government, and
when he was perfectly satisfied with the
Government. 'rhat we have done an ill1. mense amoun t of good work is undoubted.
'Ve have been able to do that simply
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because, in the first place, we have had
the assistance of loyal supporters, and
next, because those who sat in opposition
to us have likewise given us support
wherever they possibly could. And it is .
my duty-and this may be the last opportunity I may have of doing it~to convey
to them my thanks for the kindness with
which they have always treated me ..
An HONORABLE M:E~IBER. - His last
dying speech and confession.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I am not
going to make any ad rniserecordiarn
appeal to this House.
,
Mr. CARTER.-But you have already
done so.
Sir GEORGE TURNEH.--I am not
going, in any shape or form, to cling to
office.
Ml'. BROWN.-You are doing so now.
Sir GEORGE TURNER. - I am per~
fectly satisfied that if my honorable friends
who think they have a grievance against
the Government will give this matter
earnest and careful consideration-Mr. CARTER.-Prayerful consideration.
Mr. T. S~nTH.-Oh, keep quiet.
Sir GEOHGE TURNER.-If my honorble friends will look at the matter in a
fair and just light, they will see that the
charges which have been levelled against
the Government in this motion, and the
charges which have been brought forward
by my honorable friend, are not sufficient
to j llstify them in displacing the Government. I am perfectly contented and perfectly satisfied to leave the fate of the Go,'ernmcnt in the hands of honorable members. I know perfectly ,veIl that they will
do what they consider just and right. In
spite of all we hear, I believe that the days
of the present Government are not yet
numbered, and that for some considerable
time to come we will be able to work as
harmoniously with our loyal supporters as
we have done for the last five years, in
doing what we consider bestin the interests
of this great colony of Victoria.
Mr. McCAY.-In rising, as I do, to
support the motion which has been proposed by the honorable member for Gippsland North, I feel no' necessity, in spite
of the peculiar character of some of the
remarks of the Premier in his speech, to
offer any apology for the position I am
taking up in this matter. I desire not to
follow the example which the right honorable gentleman has set to this Chamberan example of searching for, expressing,
and imputing to honorable members all
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the lowest and all the meanest motives
that could be imputed on such an occasion
as this. I mnst confess that I was surprised to hear the right honorable gentleman make such assertions, and I do not,
in the few remarks that I wish to offer
to the Chamber, intend to follow that
example. The right honorable gentleman
has charged those on this (the Ministerial)
side of the House who have found it impossible to support any longer a Government whose policy it has been for months
impossible to discover-he has charged
us with self-seek.ing, with being actuated
merely by greed for place and pay. "Ve
have been charged with having been engaged for months in intriguing to oust
the present Government. I do not think it
worth my while to deny the right honorable gentleman'S assertions as to greed
and self-seeking and things of that kind.
If the right honorable gentleman chooses
to think t.hat of me, amongst others, he
is welcome to his opinion, and I do not
think it necessary to contradict it. As I
intend voting for this motion I presume
that I am one of those whom he has charged
with having been intriguing against the
Government for months, and with regard
to whom he said that "everyone knew
that intrigue,s were going on." Now I can
only say that, although I am supporting
this motion of want of confidence in the
Government, I have known of no intrigues going on for months past. I know
that there has been great dissatisfaction
existing on this side of the Chamber with
the Government during the whole of the
se ssion-dissatisfaction i;hat, so far as I
know, has existed not only amongst those
who are opposing the Government on this
occasion, but amongst those who apparently intend to support it. There has
beena general dissatisfaction with the want
of firmness, the want of leading, the want,
apparently, of capacity for leading, and the
want of proper administration which the
Government has displayed during the present session; and I do not t.hink the right
honorable gentleman is entitled to expect that, because honorable members
have supported' him in the past
when he was doing what they COI1sidered fairly good work-when his
Government was showing a fair amount of
administrative capacity, and a fair amount
of reasonable and wise policy, in the
interests of the country-I do not think
the Government is entitled to expect that
when it ceases to display those qualities
Mr. McCay.
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for which it has been supported, as I
unhesitatingly say, in my opinion, it has
ceased to display them, honorable members are still bound to snpport it-that
honorable members are still bound to sit
behind and vote for a Government which
has ceased to deserve, in the opinion of
such members, their support. 1'herefore
I say I think no apology is needed from
any honorable member in any part of the
House who feels it to be his duty, in the
interests of this community, to record his
vote against the Government on this
occasion. The right honorable gentleman
hag also been very careful to refer to any
unpopular votes that may have been
given by honorable members sitting in
this chamber, and who he anticipates will
vote against the Government on this
occasion. He has drawn attention to the
fact that the honorable member for
Gippsland North and others opposed the
Federal Constitution which has been
accepted by the people of Victoria. Now,
that reproach, at any rate, cannot
be cast against me.
I venture to
think that in my humble way I
expressed my support of the Federal Const.itution and the federation of Australia
before even the Government had' finished
their very careful deliberations on the
subject, as to which I shall have a word
or two to say before I sit down. The
right honorable gentleman was also very
careful to refer to the fact that some
honorable members sitting on this side of
the House, who are opposing him on this
occasion, voted on the unpopular side on
another and more recent question-the
question of sending a Victorian contingent
to help the British troops in the war that
is now going on with the rrransvaal. I am
one of those who voted with the minorit.y
on that oceasion. This is not the time or
the occasion for me'to j Llstify that vote if
necessary, but I have no objection if the
right honorable gentleman thought it
proper to refer to those things, and to
hold out the veiled threat to honorable
members which was certainly contained in
such references.
Mr. McK.ENZIE.-He diel not say that
at Bendigo.
Mr . .M.cCAY.-I am not altogether surprised that the right honorable gentleman
and his colleagues--because it is possible
his colleagues have been in consultation
with him as to the subject-matter of his
speech-I am not altogether surprised that
the present Government are astonished at
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honorable members venturing to vote on
the unpopular side of a question; becauRe
one count in my indictment is that this
Government has al ways taken care to ascertain which was the popular side, and then
to make a magnificent show of enthusiasm
in supporting it.
Mr. MouTJE.-That is perfectly true.
Mr. McCAY.-I confess I am not so
worldly wise or so politically wise as to have
been able to do that al ways, even if I had
been inclined to do so. I have voted Oll t.he
unpopular side on occasions. For aught I
know I may be voting on the unpopular side
to-night, but at any rate I am voting as I
do because I believe that this Government
has ceased to be of use to this country, and
in my opinion no other consideration should
or could guide us on an occasion of that
kind, except the question "Is this Government continuing to be of service to the community?" I say that, in my opinion, during
the last twelve months it has drifted into
such a state of weakness, into such a state
of vacillation-although the Premier objected and commented very sarcasticaliy on
that term-it has got into such a condition
as renders it utterly unable either to guide
the Hous.e or to assist the country by any
further legislative or administrative work.
The Right Honorable the Premier said
that he desired that this debate should be
conducted in a kindly spirit. I would ask
the right honorable gentlemen and his colleagues did hedisplayany kindliness of spirit
towards those whom he practically stigmatized as disloyal to him, to his Government, to their party, and to liberal
principles ~ I have yet to learn that the
profession of liberalism is attended as an
absolutely necessary corollary by support
of this Government or any other Government. I have yet to learn that a man's
politics are to be determined by voting
with or against a Government. Surely a
man's political views are determined by
the character of his votes on measnres
which are bronght before the House,
whether they be introduced by a Governmentwhich he is sitting behind, or by a Government to which he sitting in opposition; and I decline absolutely and
emphatically to be charged with disloyalty to the Government or disloyalty
to liberal principles, because I find it
necessary to express by my vote that the
present Government has ceased to justify
me as a liberal in continuing to support it.
The right honorable gentleman, in hi~
specific attack on the honorable member
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for Gippsland North, discussed in a rather
remarkable way the question of the unfortunate and unhappy Maffra Beet Sugar
Factory, and said that the honorable member for Gippsland North had tried to shift
the blame on to him (the Premier), and
that it was his (the Premier's) confidence
in the honorable member for Gippsland
North which had caused him to make the
loss he did. Now, the Right Honorable
the Premier risked £50,000 of this country's money--with my support on the
first occasion, with my great doubts on
the occasion of the subsequent ad vancewhile the honorable member for Gippsland
North risked some of his own money. I
would like to know who is more to blame,
the gentleman who believed in the scheme
and risked his own money, or the gentleman who, from his own mouth, has said
that he did not believe in it, but that his
better judgment was overruled by his confidence in the honorable member for
Gippsland North ~ I would ask, I say,
who deserves the greater blame under
those circumstances 1
Mr. MouLE.--The honorable member
for Gippsland North (Mr. McLean) risked
his own money, and the Premier risked
£50,000 of the public money.
Mr. McCAY.-That I do not want to
dwell upon, because I might be led into
saying unkind things, and I desire in my
speech, at any rate, to be kindly. I hope
it will at least justify that epithet more
than I think the leader of the House has
done in his speech. Now, sir, it seems to
me that we are here in the position, so to
speak, of a congress of political physicians,
prescribing for the present administration,
which I think even its best friends will
admit is suffering from a more or less
severe form of political influenza. We all
know the variolls manifold weakening and
debilitating effects of influenza, and I certainly think the Government's best friends
must say that it has suffered to some extent
from that political disea~e. And, so far
as I can see, the only cure that is possible,
or that is at all likely to be efficient, is to
give the Government absolute rest and a
complete change of scene. That is the
commonest prescription, and often a most
successful prescription for influenza, and I
am hoping and believing that that. prescription will not only be given, but will
be successful on this occasion. The Right
Honorable the Premier said that the attack of the honorable member for Gippsland North was the weakest he had ever

2750

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBLY. ]

heard. Now, I have not had a long
experience of parliamentary affairs; but I
would appeal to those who have been here
for many years whether a Premier, in replying to a motion of want of confidence,
has not one phrase, at any rate, in stock"This is the weakest attack I have ever
heard." I take it that the phrase is
one that invariably appears in the Premier's reply, and, if I had time to ransack
Ilansctrd, I would be inclined, if I were a
betting man, to wager a small sum on
finding it or its equivalent in every speech
made by a Premier when a want of confidence motion has been moved. But, even
if the attack has been a weak one, the
Right Honorable the Premier can hardly
say that the occasion of t.he attack was· a
weak one. The right honorable gentleman
laughs at the charges of weakness of administration and vacillation in the conduct of public business, and says-" Is this
all you can produce agail:}st me?" The
right honom.ble gentleman was charged,
and his colleagues were charged, in general
terms, with having displayed weakness of
administration, and shown vacillation in
the conduct of public affairs. Did he
expect the honorable member for Gippsland North to draw attention in detail
to every instance in which the Government has displayed such weakness
and such vacillation ~ If the honorable
member for Gippsland North had done
that he would have been speaking until
twelve o'clock to-night, instancing the acts
of vacillation and weakness of administration sho\Y11 by the present Government.
It is a list whose length will alarm the
right honorable gentleman and his colleagues more than, I think, they are already
alarmed by thir:; motion, and I certainly
mURt say that I thought when I heard the
Premier that we were listening to something very much like a last dying speech
and confession. The right honorable gentleman spoke with a bitterness which made
me feel that he must think that there was
a very probable chance of this want of confidence that is being expressed against the
Government in debate being more forcibly
and completely expressed by votes later on.
But if the right honorable gentleman
wants more specific charges, I have no
doubt that he will get them during the
course of the evening. Noone honorable
member can pretend or presume to go over
the whole ground. We must not all try
to take up the attention of the Chamber
during the whole of the evening. 'rhe first
Mr. McOay.
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charge I bring against the Governil1ent is
this-that they have for the last year
shown themselves wedded, in the way of
measures or policy, to nothing whatever.
I do not suggest for a moment that they
are wedded to office. I accept the Right
Honorable the Premier's assurance that,
but for one thing, he would be very glad
to quit office--that b·ut for the fact that
he wishes to bring to its consummation
the federal movement which his Govenment, he says, haB had charge of for so
long-he would be very glad indeed to
give up office. I say that the measures
brought into this House by the Government have been so ill-digested-the vast
bulk ·of them so ill-prepared-that the
House has been unable really to discuss
them in a prompt and expeditious manner.
Some of those· measures have been mentioned already, and I do not desire to go
over the list again. I say further, that
other measures, which the right honorable
gentleman alld his colleagues have brought
in, have been so obviously compromises,
so obviously attempts to satisfy everybody-which, as history tells us, usually
succeed in satisfying nobody- that
the Government cannot claim to have
shown any firmness, or anytl~ing but
the utmost vacillation.
I need give
only one instance. The income tax promises that were made by the Treasurer in
his Budget speech-a reduction which was
nominal, a reduction which neither pleased
those who wanted to see the income
tax kept up, nor pleased those who
wanted to see the income tax brought
down, but which I must say, I believe,
the Government thought would please
both parties. Again, the right honourable gentlernan in his Budget speech carefully omitted the most important part of
his financial proposals. He carefully left
out all reference to the financial proposals
he intended to make in connexion with
the Old-age Pensions Bill. Why did he
do that 1 There is an unpleasant construction to be placed on that omission-that
the Treasurer said to himself, "If the
Budget proposals of the Government are
beaten, that is a very serious matter for the
Government; but if the Old-age Pensions
Bill is beaten, on account of the monetary
proposals contained in it, the Government
can, as it has done pretty frequently of
late, say, 'The will of the House in this
matter is to be accepted, and we are quite
satisfied with whatever the House may
do.'" The right honorable gentleman
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himself in his speech said he was quite advanced age, can be suited for that posiwilling al ways to accept the wish of the tion under the present circumstances. I
House. Now, that is one charge I make say that the right honorable gentleman has
against him-that he is always willing to himself declared, in his vindication of his
accept the wish of the House; it does not administration, that his colleague, the
matter from what quarter it may come; Minister of Defence, has utterly failed to
it does not matter whether members sit properly administer the Defence departhere or there, or in any part of the Cham- ment. I desire no better evidence than
ber-if those members, together with the the evidence of the Premier himsfllf on
Ministry, make a majority, the Ministry that subject. Then we have not yet had
has very rarely been in a minority during any reports from the Technical Education
the present session when any divisiollshave Commission. \Ve have seen paragraphs·
taken place.
That may be attributed and remarks in the newspapers, and we
to the Ministry'S skill, but what have heard that that commission has not
kind of skill is it ~ Can we call the highest opinion of the administration
it skill in discerning the public desires, or of the Education department. We know
is it merely skill in discerning whether that the much-vaunted economies in the
the opposition or the Ministerial side, or Education department have most as::.uredly
the .opposition corner or the Ministerial been secured by practically one means only,
corner, or some bench or benches in this and that is by putting boys and girls to
House, have made up their minds in a . do men's and women's work, and making
certain direction? I say this, that when monitors and assistant teachers do the
we find a Government doing that, it work of their seniors. There was a
does not matter what its professed policy very ugly name app~ied to that kind of
may be, it is a Government that has prac- thing when we were discussmg the Factically ceased to have a policy, a Govern- . tories Bill. Of COUl'se, it is only rigid and
ment that cannot be followed because it careful economy when it is carried out by
does not lead. 'Ve might as well try to a department administered by the present
follow a jelly-fish as to follow this Govern- Government. There is a great. deal in a
ment on some of the matters they have name sometimes, but I think we are as
been dealing with lately. Then we are entitled to apply the name sweating to
told that there is no charge of weakness practices of that kind as we are to any
of administration made ag'ainst them. practices in connexion with any of the
Now, the Right Honorable the Premier factories in Melbourne or in any other
himself has convicted his Government of part of the colony. I do not desire to
an utter lack of administrative power in take up the time of the House at too great
connexion with the Defence department. length, but, before I conclude, I want to
Of course the blame rests with the late say a word or two about the priviCommandant, or with Colonel Bingham, lege question which came up I), week or
I must confess that I was
or some one else, it never rests with the two ago.
right honorable gentleman or his col- staggered when I heard to-night, for the
league, the Minister of Defence. But the first time, that the Right Honorable the
Premier has said in effect that the De- Premier had come to the opinion that a
fence department is disorganized, that the breach of privilege was committed on that
officers and men have not had this done occasion. I do not doubt the right honfor them and that done for them which orable gentleman's statement. I am inought to have been clone-that, in fact, formed that some of his colleagues rose to
in the Defence department everything that cross the floor on that occasion, and came
ought to have been done has been left back and sat down again. If that be the
undone. vVell, I venture to say that in case, the Premier had not communicated
connexion with theappoil~tment of Com- his change ofeol1viction to them. I say I
mandant, whether Colonel Bingham should do not doubt the Premier's statement;
have been appointed or not-although I but 1 remember that on the first casehave not a word to say against Major- that of the publisher of the Age-the
General Downes-I think the Government House was apparently going to a division,
have done the very thing which should uncleI' the impression that the Premier did
have been left undone. Because, ·whether not believe that a breach of privilege had
Colonel Bingham is a suitable person or been committed. His exact words werenot to be Commandant, it is impossible
That being so, we should be careful and cauthat Major-Gelleral Downes, at his tious in all we do, and before we form this
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precedent we ought to be satisfied that the· circumstances of the case are such as justify us in
exercising the great power that we have reposed in us. In my opinion, they are not, and
I believe that the wiser course would have been
not to take any notice of the ltrticle at all.

That is the Government course-do not
take any notice of anything!
" In my
opinion, they are not," he says; and the
House went to a division on that matter
in the belief that the right honorable
gentleman did not believe that a breach of
privilege had been committed. The House
was naturally astounded to find the right
honorable gentleman voting for the imprisonment of the men whom he believed
to be innocent, and-for I suppose he was
voicing the opinions of his colleagues-·
whom the Government believed to be innocent. But, if the right honorable gentleman had in the meantime been convinced
that a breach of privilege had been committed, why did he not acquaint the House
with that fact ~ It may be said that he
could not speak again on the motion, except by leave, but r dare say the House
would have given him leave to explain his
change of mind. But, even if leave
had not been given to him, there was
another privilege case five minutes afterwards-the case of the publisher of the
Australctsian_ Did the right honorable
gentleman say a word then to explain to
the House that h8 had come to the COIlclusion that there had been a breach of privilege, and that therefore the Government
would vote for a conviction in the second
case? Not a word did we hear from the
right honorable gentleman! If he had
changed his mind-as I have no doubt he
had done so, as he says so-if he had become
convinced that a breach of privilege had
not been committed, why did he not tell
the House when the second case was
brought forward ~ It was his bounden
duty to tell them. He was the chief
among those judges who were sitting to
decide the matter. He was the reputed
leader of those judges, and he left his
fellow judges under the impression, in the
first case, that, in his opinion, no offence
had been committed, and when the second
case came on for hearing he did not announce his change of opinion. On the
contrary, he observed silence, and the
House had to decide 011 the second matter
still believing that the right honorable
gentleman had not been convinced and
had not changed his opinion. I can tell
the right honorable gentleman that that
was to me the culminating point of a long
Mr. McCay.
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series of acts of which I did not approve.
That was to me a betrayal of the duty he
owed to this House and this community.
I feel convinced that the common sense of
this community, as well as the mature
opinion of this HOllse, will lead honorable
members to say that there was sl~ch a
dereliction of duty, fol1owing upou a long
series of proved incapacity, that the right
honorable gentleman has forfeited the
confidence of this House. When he and
his colleagues allow such a thing to be
done by the House, then honorable members can no longer support them, and can
no longer feel that they are entitled or
have any right to lead this Assembly, or
can be expected to act in the best interests
of the community in which we are living.
N ow, I desire to say one word on. the
federal question, and the attitude of this
Government which will not intrust the
duty or privilege of completing the
arrangements for the federation of AUBtralia to a known opponent. The honorable member for Gippsland North, in his
place in this House, said, months ago, that
he accepted the verdict of Victoria, and
that he would be fonnd working as loyally
'for the completion of federation as any
one who had supported the Bill from the
first. It is disingenuous 011 the part of the
Premier in the face of that statement
which he mnst have heard or known about
to turn ronnd and speak about not trusting the destinies of Victoria on entering
the Federation to an honorable member
who opposed the Commonwealth Bill.
1'he Premier asserts that the statement of
the honorable member for Gippsland North
to the effect that the Premier and one
of his colleagues were at first strongly
opposed to the Federal Bill, as voted upon
at the first referendum, before it went to
the Premiers' conference, is an absolutely
incorrect statement.
I do not know
whether that is so or not. I leave
it to the two honorable members to
settle between themselves which of
them is correct.
I must not presume to decide upon the correctness or
incorrectness of either statement. But I
will say this:' That the Honorable the
Attorney-General went to Bendigo in
March, 1898, and I venture to say that
anyone who heard or read in the press
the report of his speech there came to one
conclusion, and one conclusion only, that,
whether or not there were some members
of the Cabinet who were earnest in their
desire to accept the Bill, and force it on,
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Mr. McCAY.-If I have impliedly reand assist it to a successful issue, through
the referendum, at any rate there were ferred to the Chief Secretary, I mU8t say
/Some members of the Cabinet who were now that I mean that the Premier and
doing nothing more nor less tban wobbling the Attorney-General were the only two
I am aware the Premier whom I say were professing hesitancy in
on the matter.
was ill at the time the Attorney-General the matter. That was the first thing that
spoke, but I must say that I cannot made me feel that the Government were
understand how the Premier and the trying to set their sails to catch the wind
Attorney-General, or any member of the of public favour and not trying to do
Cabinet, who ,-{ras a member of the Federal their duty. I must certainly acknowledge
Convention, could hesitate for one moment that when the Government decided to do
as to what he was going to do, or how right, in a week or two-when they reanyone could have done as the Attorney- solved to support the Bill, knowing that
General did, who said that there had not public opinion was overwhelmingly in its
been time to consider the question. I will favour - they continued to support it.
dotheAttorney-General thejusticeof saying But for the Premier, on behalf of himself
that if tbere was one member of that Con- and his Government, to say that he and
vention who knew what was in the Com- his colleagues alone are ~o be trusted with
monwealth Bill, it was the Attorney- the completion of federation and that
General of Victoria, the Honorable 1. A. the honorable member for Gippsland
Isaacs. And yet he said at Bendigo that North disapproves of it and has openly
he did not know what was in the Bill, and expressed his disapproval, is an act.
could not decide what was to be done.
that-well, I will not say what it is"
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.- Who said he did not except that the Premier had no right to...
know what was in the Bill?
say it. I say in conclusion, as I said.
Mr. McCAY.-The honorable gent~eman at the start, that I am not apologizing for'
said the Government could not decide my attitude. I leave the right honorwhether they would support the Bill or able gentleman and his colleagues to imnot for the present, and he took time to pute to me what motives they please. vVe·
consider the matter. I do not care what are not here to reward the Government
reasons may be alleged, I say that if the for past work by continuing them in office.
Premier and his colleagues had made up Our duty to the countl'y requires of us'
their minds then to support the Bill, they that we shall have in office a Government
were in a position then as they were later that can do good work in the future, not
to announce their determined and settled a Government that has done good work in
opinions on the matter. A fortnight or the past; and because, in my opinion,..
ten days later the public opinion of this this Government has shown itself unable·
colony was declaring itself in an extra- to do any good work in the future, unable·
ordinarily unmistakable manner. Then to carryon any good work it has done in
the Cabinet declared their firm adhesion the past, I feel it my bounden duty at all
to the Bill and support of it. That was costs to ·record my vote in favour of the·
the first matter that shook my faith in the motion of want of confidence.
Government. I was then called one of
Mr. HAMILTON - I am somewhat disthe any-price federationists.
Though I appointed that no one has thought fit to
had not the advantage of sitting in the answer in the Ministerial interests the very
Convention, and was not therefore as well able and telling speech just delivered bymy·
acq uainted with the Bill as some members honorable friend, the member for Castleof the Government, I did not think it maine (Mr. McCay). I should have prenecessary to ponder the matter very long. ferred to hear such an answer, because itThe honorable member for Essendon might perhaps have influenced many votes
is as strongly liberal as any member of in this Chamber if those statements had
the Government; the honorable member been refuted and those arguments so aptly
for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith) also is adduced by the honorable member destrongly liberal, and they did not think it stroyed. Not that it would have influenced
necessary to consider a fortnight before my vote at all. My mind has been made up
deciding whobher to accept the Bill or not. some considerable time. For similar reaOnly the members of the present Ministry sons to those enunciated by the honorable
did that.
member for Castlemaine, I feel and have
Mr. McKENZIE. - Not the Chief Sec- felt ever since the last geueral election that.
retary.
the Government was not the Government
Session 1899.-[183]
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that we supported in 1894, 1895, and
1896. I felt that when the Right Honorable
the Premier delive.red his speech to the
electors of Victoria, at St. Kilda, that he
was departing from the well-known, we11tried principle of trying to get a body of
supporters who would be held together by
one strong general policy. As he was departing from that, I held it to be my duty
to express to my constituents the belief,
and to insist upon it, that before long
the Premier would find himself surrounded
by a very loose body of supporters who
would be ready for anythil1g. And that
has been the result.
The SPEAKER (noticing noise in the
strangers' gallery) I wish to mention this
-if silence is not maintained in the
galleries, I shall give instructions to the
Sergeant-at-Arms to clear the galleries. I
wish honorable members to listen to
the debate, and not continue conversation in the Chamber. If they wish to
converse, let them do it outside the
Chamber, and not here.
Mr. HAMILTON.-I was going to say
that that prediction of mine, although I do
not claim to be good at prediction, has
been fully borne out. The only thing
that surprises me is that there was not
more trouble 1001g before this. The right
honorable gentleman speaks of intrigues
that have been going on for months. He
may have been acquainted with them;
but as one of those who intend to support
this motion at all hazards-and there
may be some, I admit-I know of no
such intrigues. I know, however, that a
number of things have been done and
left undone by the Governme~t which
have weakened the confidence of their
supporters, and that many honorable
members on t:his side of the -House have
felt, during the last two or three weeks,
that something serious would have to be
undertaken in the interests of the country
at large.
Mr. DowNwARD.-Is the country dissatisfied with the Government ~
Mr. HAMILTO,N.-I think it is dissatisfied with Parliament as a whole.
Mr. WILKINs.-Bendigo is dissatisfied
with some members of it.
Mr. HAMILTON.-I£ the honorable
member for Collingwood would only re~train his burning impatience for a
moment it would be better in the interests,
of this debate. The honorable member is
never so eloquent as wqen he is silent.
As to whether it is the opinion of the
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country that the Government does not
retain its confidence,. time alone can show .
. All I say is that the country, as a whole,
is extremely dissatisfied with the House
and its work, or its lack of work; and for
that lack of work, for the stagnation in
public business, the Government is responsible; for if the Government does
not lead, who is to lead 1 Speaking 011 the address in reply this
session I made the remark that I
admired the· Premier as an official, and
belieyed him to be a good and capable administrator, but that he had taken the
heart out of politics by leaving leadership
to no one in particular. And I say again
that that statement is correct. On the
Water Supply Advances Relief Bill,
the Premier showed that he and his Government were squeezable.
Every line
and every clause of that Bill, now that it
has been before another place and is back
here again, shows distinctly, when compared wi th the Qriginal Bill, that the Government were squeezable, and were
squeezed.
I am not prepared to say
whether it was right or wrong for the
House to do so, but I say, most emphatically, that it shows that the Government
has lost its hold upon the House. That
is the main charge against them to-day.
The right honorable gentleman said in his
speech this evening, that a number of his
supporters got into Parliament on the
skirt tails of the Govern ment. I do not
know whether he made that parallel
figuratively, or whether he meant to infer
that the Government is wholly composed
of females, who are alone supposed to
wear skirts. But I say this: that many.
members of this House, and perhaps the
great majority of the supporters of the
Government, got into this House by saying
that they would support Sir George
Turner, and they left his policy or
want of policy to go to the winds.
For my own part I "desire to make this explanation. l!'rom what I told my constituents 011 the eve of the last general
election I feel I am at perfect liberty, so
far as their instructions go, to vote for this
motion. I told them distinctly time after
time during the election, t.hat while the
Government continued in the course of
legislation which had distinguished them for
the previous three years, and while in my
opinion their administration was good,
I should feel I was properly representing
my constituents in voting for them and
supporting them, but that if either in
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legislation or administration the Government should fall short, I should feel at
liberty to vote against them. On that
understanding I am prepared to take the
responsibility of my action. I am ready
to admit that some of my constituents may disagree with me-perhaps
many of them. But I should not be doing
my duty if I fail8d to record my opinion
that the Government has not carried out
the policy of its three previous years, and
that in administration it has 'within the
last six or eight months failed, and faqed
dismally. I can refer to .a few specific
cases. In regard to legislation I might
mention the Old-age Pensions Bill. But I
prefer first of all to deal with administrative incapacity. I regret to say, sir, of
gentlemen, some of whom I call my personal friends-I do not know whether they
will feel flattered by that or not-that some
(If their actions lately have given cause for
the assertion that they are not sincere. I
regret to say that, but I will point out
why I have been reluctantly compelledforced, indeed-to come to tha,t conclusion. The Factories and Shops Acts
Amendment Bill is brought in here. The
Old-age Pensions. Bill is brought in. The
Right Honorable the Premier,· in his
speech on old-age pensions, deplored the
:fact that a large number of old people
were forced to the depths of degradation
and despair through a social system for
which they are not responsible, and he
pleaded-clamoured, in fact - for some
legislation that will relieve their condition.
,Ve can all agree with that sentiment, a
'noble one, I do not deny. The Chief
Secretary makes a speech at the table in
. which he deplores, in the most pathetic
terms, the pitiable conditions of some of
the workers in some of our factories; of
the women who are being sweated by
-cruel employers, and the families that are
dependent upon men receiving only 15s.
{)r £1 a week. He spoke of the degradation brought about by these conditions,
.and the drastic legislationllecessary to
remedy them. We can applaud the sentiments of the Chief Secretary. But when we
·come to compare them, and lay them side
by side with the actions of the Government themselves with regard to their own
,employes, what are we to say? In tbe
Education department, over which the
Chief Secretary bas presided for five years,
there are large numbers of young men
and women who are receiving a scandalous
rate of pay. How can he stand there and
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plead for the poor workers outside, when
by a simple Act of Parliament, which
could have been put through this House
in no time at all, he could have remedied
the condition of those people who are
so disgracefully sweated ~ Take the Postoffice. Take the case of the telegraph
messengers-those people who have been
told, first that they must improve themselves in order that they might have
l'l'Omotioll, secondly, that they could have
promotion, thirdly, that they were to stop
on and all would be right; and who were
once told by the Premier, a couple of
years ago, that if they were not sat.isfied
they could go altogether. But while they
were told that by the Premier, they were
also told the other things I have mentioned, and hopes have been held out to
them that if they could fit thel'l1selves
for higher positions, those positions and
pay would certainly be given to them.
\Vhat has been done ~ Nothing. \Vhat
is the wage paid to these people 1 I
sympathize most deeply with the
workers in private factories or those
who work at home for sweating wages of
15s. a week. I sympathize with the Government who seek by legislation to improve their condition. But when the same
Government does the same things, and
pays its telegraph messengers 238. Id. per
week, and fools them along at the same
time with promises of something better
year after ycar, I say that my sympathy
with that Government simply vanishes like
the dew under the morning ·sun. That
charge of insincerity which I have made
could be absolutely proved by those things.
Much as I regret having to speak in these
terms, because-ah, I will say it I-because
of the love I have had for the Government
and my admiration for its work, yet these
things have sunk into my soul for a long
time. I cannot overcome them, nor can I
help feeling that I should be lacking in
my public duty did I not mention them
and do what I could to remedy them.
And, sir, it has not been because representations have not been made privately
to the Government.
The Government
cannot say to me, at any rate-" You are
springing something upon us." The Chief
Secretary ~annot say that he has not
been privately approached by some members sittin:g on this side, myself included,
regarding the pupil teachers and otber
servants of the State. The PostmasterGeneral cannot say that I and two other
members of this House have not, within
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the last six weeks, been to him on
account of these persons of whom
I have spoken.
But what do we
find? Just let me, Mr. Speaker, for the
sake of good fellowship, and for the sake
of showing how nicely things are worked,
explain what took place. A few weeks
ago two other members of this House and
myself waited upon the Postmaster-General concerning these very same telegraphic
operators and messengers. 'Ve got no
satisfaction at all, except that we were
told that the men were to be given a £ 10
note at Christmas, or something of that sort.
But a fortnight ago there were rumours
of a want-of..confidence motion. There
were fairly strong rumours to that effect.
Other members had been to the Government about the gaol warders and the
the country postmistresses.
I suppose
there is not a member of this House representing a country constituency who
has not made representations on behalf of
a country postmistress or two.
Dr. MALONEY.-Town members have
done the same.
Mr. HAMILTON.-Ministers have been
approached privately with regard to these
cases. But since there were rumours of
a want of confidence motion the Age and
the Argus came out with a very cleverlyworded paragraph to the effect that these
things are going to be remedied. rrhat
strikes me as being such an extraordinary
coincidence that I must direct attention
to it.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I have been
'getting information from the Public Service Board for the last three months, and
I '~ill show my honorable friend the documents if he does not believe my word.
Mr. HAMILTON.-I believe absolutely
what the right honorable gentleman has
said. It is true, nevertheless, that the
coincidence strikes me as peculiar. When
two other members of thiR House waited
on the Postmaster-General about these
telegraphic operators, the honorabla gentleman could give no satisfaction at all
beyond the statement that they would get
a £10 note at Christmas, and that he
must arrange a new class, or something of
that sort-everything entirely indefinite,
nothing specific. And it must strike
honorable members as being curious, that
when trouble was brewing a whole mass
of evidence is accumulated, and an announcement is made in the Age and the
A rgus that everyone of these persons is to
receive satisfactory consideration. While
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I aUl prepared to admit that the Premier's
explanation is satisfactory, in one sense at
any rate, I cannot help remarking on the
singularity of the coincidence. Of course,
it would be wrong to say that this was
done to catch members' votes. Also I
might say this-that if any such thing
were intended, it would fail in its object, because everyone must see
that if honorable members had any
suspICIOn that any such thing was
done, they ".,-ould be the more likely
to vote against the Government. Now,
Mr. Speaker, we have been told to-night
in very sarcastic language by the Premier,
or rather we have been asked to consider,
who is going to lead the HOl,lse, and how
those on this side who claim to be liberal
and democratic, some of them even radical, are going to rank themselves side by
side in association with gentlemen who
have been sitting opposite, and are
And a
usually called conservatives.
terrible picture is drawn.
An awful
affair is worked up to show that it
must mean political extinction for any
member on this side to be associated with
gentlemen sitting 011 the opposition
henches. Now, I would Eke to draw the
attention of honorable members to the
fact, the absolute fact, that whenever the
Government found itself in a particularly
tight place with its own supporters, it has
on several occasions been very glad to
avail itself of the support which Ministers
now speak of so contemptuously. Time
after time-I am positive I am right in
saying it-the Opposition has helped to
carry the Government measures in the
teeth of the Government's own supporters,
and now we who happen to have dared
to hold a different opinion from the
chiefs of liberalism-so sty led, of course
-must be bracketted with persons who are
called the extreme tory party.
I shall
say this for myself, and for nobody else,
that I am going to pursue in this House
to-night the course I have always pursued,
irrespective of parties altogether. If the
Opposition intends to support this motion,
I am not at all afraid of being bracketted
wi th gen tlemen si tting on the opposition benches.
I feel I ha ve the
approval of my own conscience, and
that I am doing right in fulfilling
what I belieye to be a public duty, and I
am not to be threatened or humbugged 01'
put down in any way by such threats as
those which have been made by the honorable gentleman to-night. I regret that he
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has stooped to use arguments of that char·
acter, knowing, as he does and mtist, that
many times the very gentlemen of whom
he has spoken so contemptuously have
helped him and his colleagues to remain
on the Treasury benches. On that point,
I hope I have made myself clfar. Then
something has been said about the privi.
lege case and about federation. Regarding
federation, I was at the banquet where
the Attorney-General made that famous
speech.
Mr. S'fAUGHTON.-·What did he say ~
Mr. HAMILTON.-My memory is not
good enough to repeat all that he said. I
should like to be able to express myself
half as cleverly as the honorable gentleman did on that occasion. I would feel
myself to be a politician of the first water
if I could balance myself along so narrow
a line without falling off on either side.
The honorable gentleman's cleverness was
astounding. I may also say that it was
not very well received .
. Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-It was well received
by the honorable member.
Mr. HAMILTON.-I am going to say
that directly. I am going to say that, so
far as the attitude ·of the Government
at that time was concerned, I admired it,
not because Ministers may, perhaps,
have been waiting for public opinion, but
because no time, or, at any rate, very little
time, had been given to the Government
to say whether it had fully considered the
Common wealth Bill or not. As a Government, I think it was right in the attitude
it theu adopted. Rut the point now is,
not whether Ministers·were in favour of the
Bill or not, at that time, but to contrast
their attitud~ then with the Premier's
statement to-night that they were al ways in
favour of it. The hOllorable gentleman now
makes excuses for his attitnde on that
occasion which may be perfectly true.
I
think it is highly probable they are true.
But to say now, after all that vacillation,
~hat they were in favor of the thing all
the time, is too much for my credulity.
If I wanted anything else-and I do
not, as I have plenty to make me feel very
angry with this Government apart from
that-but if that were wanted to cap the
long string of iniquities on the part of
the Government, it would be sufficient.
That would be the last straw that wonld
break the camel's back.
It was quite
right; that the Government should adopt
a judicial attitude in regard to the
Commonwealth Bill before it had fully
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considered the measure, ~nd before it
went forth to the people that the
Government supported it.
But for
Ministers now to cast aspersions on those
who at that. time, in all good faith,
opposed the Commonwealth Bill, is, to
say the least of it, grossly unfair.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I did not say we
were always in favour of it. We came to
no decision for some time.
Mr. HAMILTON.-I grant that the
Premier did not use those words, but I say
the inference was that we ought to trust
the people, who were always in favour of
the Bill, and chastise those who, in all
good conscience, were against it at that
time. N ow, so far as the honorable member who is moving this resolution is concerned, I only know him as an old liberal.
I have watched his career, and when we
are told that liberalism must be\vare, and
look out who is to lead it, I point out that
the honorable mem ber for Gippsland North
has always been counted a liberal. He
has always voted for one man one vote,
and for all other liberal measures that the
Government have brought in, and when it
comes to a choice of men, I do not think
the Premier ought to make any comparisons. Personally, I may say that I have
spoken to-night sorrowfully. I felt that
it was a public duty for me to take up
this attitude, even though it may recoil on
mysdf. ·Whether this Government stands
01' falls at the present time, I shall vote
for the motion. In doing so, I feel convinced that I shall be acting in the best
public interest, and I am prepared to
take all risks and all responsibility for it.
Mr. DOWNWAHD.-I listened attenti vely to the indictment against the
Government, brought forward by the
honorable member for Gippsland North,
to see whether there was anything that
would justify me in assisting to oust the
Government. I must say that the honorable member sat ·down without convincing
me in any way that the interests of the
country can be best served by a change of
Government at this juncture. He, and
some other honorable members who followed him, referred to the. unsatisfactory
state of public business during this
session. Now, I know the feelings that
have actuated me during this session, and I
have no doubt that they actnated many
other honorable members. Vve feel that
we are passing through a transitional stage.
;Ne are passing away from the provincial
to a larger national life, and we naturally.
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feel little or no interest in many measures
that we would regard as of vital importance if the shadow of that larger national
life was not already upon us. Last session
we spent considerable time in discussing
the Aliens Restriction Bill. In view of
the advent of federation that was a perfect
waste of time, because such a measure to
be effective must be federal in its scope.
Then we have been dealing, and are dealing
now, with a very valuable piece of legislation with regard to the Factories Act. In
that, also, I feel little or no interest: for the
very same reason, namely, that I believe we
cannot make such a measure effective so
long as it applies to only a portion of the
Continent o~ Australia. If we are to give
any material relief to the factory workers,
it can only be done by improving the conditions of their employment, and, consequently, placing the manufacturer in
Victoria at some disadvantt\ge when
competing with manufacturers in other
parts of this continent, who are not handicapped by any such restrictions. If we
had federation, if the whole of Australia
were embraced under one national
Government, then we would be able to
make such legislatiou effective, because we
would say that the users or consumers of
any article or commodity should pay a fair
price all over the Continent of Australia
for that particular article or commodity.
We could even go further, and say that we
would not seek to extend our markets into
those countries where we would haye to
compete with sweated labour. The result
of that would be that, whilst the people in
Australia would have to pay a little more
for their goods, they would have the satisfaction of knowing that there was no sweating in the country, and that those higher
prices were to the advantage of the toiler.
It is probable that this would be an objectlesson to other countries, and that when
they saw the advantages of not trying to
compete in sweated marke"ts they would improve the position of their own workers also.
But what is the value of such legislation
when it is confined to a small part of Australia ~ Its value then is very small indeed.
I have not sought, of course, in any way to
prevent that legislation from being given
effect to. Whatever advantages it will
secure, I am willing should be gained. But
I do feel that I have not that interest in
the measures that have been before the
House this session,or even last session, that
I would haye but for the near approach
of federation. I believe it is . owing to
Mr. Downward.
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the fact that we are passing through this
transitional stage that so little progress
has been made, and that so little life and
interest has been imparted into debates.
I believe that the same feeling has affected
the Government itself, and I know that it
has strongly affected me. That seems to
be the principal count in the indictment
against .the Government, and for that it
seems to me there is a good and sufficient
reason.
The present Government has
been able to give effect to many valuable
measures, and it is now making efforts to
relieve the worst cases of sweating in the
Government departments. Provision is
being made in the Estimates that are now
before the House for increases of pay to
the lower-paid people in the civil service,
and the passing of those increases is
being delayed by this very debate.
r am quite sure that in the country
there is no particular desire at this
juncture that there should be any delay
in public business, or that any change of
Government, with its consequent interruption of public business, should take
place. I believe that the people who are
settled within the arid districts of this
colony, and who have participated in the
reduction of charges in connexion with
water trusts, feel themselves well legISlated for by the Government, and I am
sure that those who are interested in the
opening up of the lands of the colony
were perfectly satisfied with the Land Bill
that was introduced and passed by the
Government.
The Credit Foncier Bill
which the Government brought forward
has been the salvation of many of the
farmers, who were completely stranded by
the high rates of interest they previously
had to pay. For these and many other
valuable measures, the country has to
thank the present Government. There is
also the desire to see that this 'colony is in
a good position to take its part in the
Federal Parliament. We all know that
Sir George Turner is recognised througb.out Australia as one fit to take the bighest
position in the Federal Parliament, and
that position must be forfeited by him,
and forfeited as the result of the
action of this House, if the Government
is defeated on this motion.
I have
not heard any dissatisfaction in the
country. The little faults that have been
charged against the Government to-night
are not patent to the country at la.rge;
the people haye not been here to notice
them. They haye seen that valuable
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measures have been passed, and they have
seen that other measures which they also
value highly have been proposed by the
Government. With respect to the Oldage Pensions Bill, I realize that it is one
of the most important measures t.hat
could be passed; bnt I recognise also
that it is futile to deal with such a
measure in one province of Australia.
It should undoubtedly be made a federal
measure in order to be effective. If that
were done, all those who had been a
certain time in Australia, no matter in
what pa,rt, would be able to participate
in the pension fund. If the matter is
dealt with by each colony separately, we
shall have a large number of men who
are disqualified from obtaining pensions
simply because they have had the enterprise to go to other colonies to assist in developing their resources. They would be
shut out by the restriction that they must
have lived a certain number of years in
some particular colollY in order to participate. If, however, there was a federal
pension fund, these rnen would be able to
take advantage of it, because they would
have lived the necessa,ry time in Australia.. I do not wish to dehy the vote
on this motion, because I thin.!\: we shall
be wasting the time of the country
if we have a very long debate upon
it. I do not believe that any amount
of speaking will alter votes. I say that if
certain measures have not been given effect
to, 01' if they have been dealt with in a
half-hearted manner, by the Government,
it has only been the reflex of the feeling
that has existed amongst a great many
honorable members, and which has certainly influenced me. I feel little or no
interest in measnres which, though they
can be dealt with provincially, can be
dealt with far more effectively by the
Federal Parliament.
I hope that the
House will not at thif3 junct.ure do a.nything to delay the business of the country
or to delay the passing of the Estimates in
which provision is made for redressing the
worst cases of sweating in the public departments.
Mr.
KIRTON. - I recognise, Mr.
Speaker, that this occasion is an extremely
important one, and I feel it to be my
duty to give some of the reasons why I
intend to cast my vote in a particular way
on this occasion. I was returned five
years ago as a supporter of the Turner
Government. I was at that time in perfect accord with the principles enunciated
0
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by the Premier when he unfolded his
policy to the electors, and during the ensuing Parliament I think I can fairly say,
without fear of successful contradiction,
that I assisted him in every way to carry
out that. policy. At the end of that Parliament I again went before my constituents
as a supporter of the Tnrner Government.
I recognised that the Government had done
good work, but before I gave in my adhesion to the Government, I waited to see
the Ministerial manifesto, which was unfolded at St. Kilda by the Premier.
Sir, I am here to-night to say, and to say
it with all the emphasis I can command.
that that policy ,vas one which, in my
judgment, was calculated to advance the
interests of every section of this community. I believe that the Government
have carried out some of the principal
features in that policy; I believe they
have failed to carry out other features in
that policy; and I think it is only right
to say, ,,,hen speaking of the success of
the Ministry in carrying their measures in
the past, tha.t the Government have received the loyal support of members on
this side of the House. During the ten
years I have been in this House, I have
never seen a more loyal body of supporters
at the back of any Government, always
responsive to the desires of the Premier
and of every member of the Ministry.
If the Government have failed to carry
some of the more essential features in
t heir policy, I do not accept any of the
blame. I cast the whole blame upon the
Premier and upon his colleagues. I say
that this Ministry have been loyally snpported by a solid phaJanx in this House.
They have received a. bettersupportfrom the
press than, I think, any previous Government, and certainly our friends on the left
have been always ready to relieve Ministers
when they have found themselves in a
perilous position. The Premier, when he
rose to-night, stated that he was surprised
at the phraseology of the impeachment
which was lodged by the honorable member for Gippsland North. But I would like
to remind the Premier that when he displaced a previous Government he simply
contented himself with reading a bald
resolution expressing the feeling that the
then Government no longer retained the
confidence of the House, and then he took
his seat.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-"\Vhat ~ I spoke
for fully half-an-hour, if not three-quarters.
o
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Mr. KIRTON.-Then I withdraw that
statement. I was under the impression that
the honorable gentleman simply submitted
the resolution. At any rate, what I want
to point out is that the tactics which are
being employed to-day were certainly employed by the premier himself and by his
colleagues on that occasion. There can be
no question about that, and I certainly
think that the "supporters of the Government sitting on this side of the House
were entitled to more generous treatment
than they have received.
This, Mr.
Speaker, is the reward of five years' support. This is what honorable members
get. I myself was singled out by the Premier. I want to tell him something tonight, and I am all the more anxious to do
it on account of tbe statement made by
the honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Trenwith) last week, when in reply to an
interjection by ,myself, possibly a somewhat unfortunate interjection, the honorable member implied that I had been
intriguing. I think it only right, in my
own interest, to say that the honorable
member was good enough and generous
enough to assnre me subsequently that he
did not intend to make any such statement
respecting myself. All that I desire to
say now is, that I have not intrigued against
the Government. I have not gone to any
other members. I only saw the honorable
member for Gippsland North two or three
days ago, when it was stated that be was
about to submit a no-confidence motion,
and then I desired to know what his policy
would be in the event of his succession to
the Treasury benches. I repel the insinuation that honorable members have
been guilty of intriguing. If there has
been any intriguing at all, it bas been on
the part of the members of the Ministry.
They have certainly intrigued in every
possible way to retain their position on
the Treasury bencbes. I quite agree with
the honorable member for Sal1dhurst (Mr.
Hamilton) that it was a most significant
thing that it was only when there were
rumours of a hostile attack upon the
Government that the announcement was
sent forth to the public tha,t t.be Government bad made provision, to tbe extent of
£25,000, to improve the position of certain
grades in the public service. vVhy, sir,
the Government knew as woll as any
mem bel' of this House that the members
of the public service were dissatisfied,
and I say that this was a deliberate
attempt to placate them.
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Mr. STAUGH1'oN.-That was done before ,.
this attack was thought of.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Hear, hear j that
is fair.
Mr. KIRTON.-What is that~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honorable
member says that he knows this was done
before this attack came about, and that is
an absolute fact. I had been for three
months trying to work it out.
Mr. KIRTON.-Possibly that may be
the case, but it is a remarkable thing that
after the Premier had stated that. the
Treasury was depleted, he should find himself able to devote £25,000 to certain
grades in the public service, when he was
well aware that discontent existed in every
section and grade of the service. I would
like to state, and I speak to-night to the
country as well as to this House, that I
would be jUf:ltified, by local considerations
alone, in recording my vote on this
occasi::m against the Turner Government.
r say that the electorate which I have the
honour to represent has been humiliated
by the Turner Government. I need only
point to the fact that Ballarat had to wait
about two years for a paltry work involving the expenditure of about £200,and
after repeated requests had been made by
the whole of the representatives of the
Ballarat district to the Postmaster-General
and his colleagues. Tben wbat was the
position of Ballarat in relation to the Water
Bill? The Ballarat Water Commission,
which is one of the most self-reliant trnsts
in the colony, and wbich has taxed the
people of Ballarat. and paid its way, was
entitled to a sum of nearly £6,000 under
tbis 'Vater Bill. That was the amount
which had been promised. Yet the
Premier reluctantly consented to giye only
£1,500 as a sop to Ballarat. Then, sir,
what is the position of .the Mildura railway? The position in regard to that
railway and the districts interested in it
has been ably set forth by the Age newspaper, and the Government has been
charged again and again with a lack
of conrage in dealing with the question.
The people of Ballarat, alld of the western
and the soutb-western portions of the
colony, are of opinion that that line should
be constructed by a more westerly route
than tbat adopted by the Railways
Standing Committee. W"hat position did
the Government take up? They took
the almost unprecedented step of again
rcmittingthe line to the Railways Standing
Committee.
Tbey were prepared to do
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thing in order to avoid the responsibility
of dealing with it: They were prepared
even to allow Mildura to be blighted as it
is being blighted., This question is one
in which the people of Ballarat and the
western and south-western portions of the
colony are vitally interested, and I charge
the Government with neglect and want of
courage in dealing with it. These are
some of the local grounds on which I
should be justified in recording my vote
against the Government. But there are
larger grounds, and I intend to briefly
indicate some of them. I desire to refer
more particularly to the question of oldage pensions, which has very properly
received prominence during this debate.
The Premier stated in his St. Kilda
speech, on the eve of the last general
election, that something should be done
in the direction of providing olel-age pensions. He commiserated with the aged
poor. He deplored the fact that there
were hundreds of old men and women
who found it extremely difficult to
obtain the means of subsistence in the
evening of life, and he clearly indicated his
intention of doing something on the
lines of an Old-age Pensions Bill. Subsequently a Hoyal commission was appointed
to investigate that very complex question,
and that commissioil, after the most exhaustive inquiry possible, submitted a
tangible and practical scheme indicating
means by which the needed funds might be
obtained. They placed the Premier in a
position to solve that extremely difficult
problem. The Premier, in introducing
the Bill referred to the question as
the world's puzzle.
I submit that it
is the duty of responsible statesmen
to overcome difficulties.
Is the Premier so deficient in resource that he
is unable to make any provision for the
aged pood
He promised to make some
provision, and he deliberately placed on
the table a measure by which he invited
failure.
The right honorable gentleman
pr,oposed to tax the alreooy over-taxed
wage-earners of the country to ah extent
which they could not possibly bear.
He
asked the wage-earners to provide their
own pensions.
'l'hese men, as I have already stated, and as was shown by the
report of the Royal commission, find it
extremely difficult to obtain even the
means of subsistence. Many of them would
be very glad indeed to'make independent
provision for their old age did their wages
pe~mit of it.
The Premier, when he
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proposed that means of raising the revenue,
knew that the Bill would not be accepted
by the House. I wish to make this further
statement that the Premier did not tell
the House that he declined to allow the
measure to be considered. I asked the right
hoilOra ble gentleman on several occasions
when he proposed to deal with the measure.
He stated that the House ,vould be afforded
an opportunity of dealing with it.
I put
several questions to him. I went to his
colleagues. I saw the Chief Secretary
privately, and represented to him my
views, and what I t.hought were the views
of other honorable members, andlsay that,
as far as I could judge, the Premier had
made up his mind that the measure should
not be considered by the House. I place
the whole responsibility of the failure of
this movement on the shoulders of the
Premier and his colleagues. I decline to
aJmit that this is a matter that should be
referred to the Federal Parliament. That
ground has never been taken up by the
members of the Government. They stated
that they desired that the question should
be dealt with by the colony; that it was a
matter for State and not for federal action,
and I contend that I am j llstified in recording my vote against the Government
solely on the ground of their neglect of the
aged poor, the men who have helped to
build up and to produce the wealth of this
colony. Numbers of those men are forced
into the benevolent asylum. They have
to accept charity when they are entitled,
having reached that period when they are
no longer able to work, to an independent
provision, which is simply a deferred payment.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Did not you propose a tax on earnings ~
Mr. KTHTON.-I am quite prepared to
take the responsibility of any recommendation the commission, of which I was a
member, made. They indicated several
modes by which the necessary revenue
could be obtained, and one of them was a
tax on earnings, but they declined to tie
themselves to any means. One of the suggestions they made, and it emanated from
the honorable member for Maryborongh,
was that the necessary revenue should
be 'obtained from a State monopoly of
tobacco.
Sir GEORGE rrURNER.-No one could
possibly tell what the result of that would
be.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-You aiso suggested
a tax on earnings.
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Mr. KIRTON.-vVe indicated that as
one of the means. The Attorney-General
is very clever and very specious.
I
decline to accept the personal responsibility of that proposal; I decline to
allow the Attorney-General to send it
forth to the public that that was the sale
recommendation of the commission. The
commission considered various modes by
which the needed revenue could be
obtained, but they decided not to tie
themselves down to any particular proposal. They felt it to be their duty,
while they did not strollgly favour it, to
include amongst the suggested means of
raising revenue a tax on earnings. It was
their duty to assist the Government in
every po.ssible way by giving them the
fullest data on the subject of old-age pensions, and they pointed out a dozen ways
in which the money could be obtained.
It was my conviction then, as it is now,
that the fairest. plan to adopt would be to
take the money out of the general revenue.
The pensions. paid to ex-public servants,
amounting to £350,000 per annum, and
also the salaries paid to public servants,
come out of the general l'eve!lue. ,Vould
it not be equally justifiable to pay pensioris
to the most deserving men and women in
the community out of the general revenue?
I say that the Premier, when he came before the House at the commencement of
the session, and declared that he had a
surpl us, could if he had taken the responsibility of throwing down the gauntlet,
have passed a practical scheme. He had
a body of loyal supporterE, and a clear
majority of the House, who were pledged to
support old-age pensions. But h8 did not
take up that position. He said that this was
a nettle which he declined to grasp. The
right honorable gentleman has clearly t.old
the House and the country to-night that he
has been sighing for Ministerial immortality. If he desired to achieve it, he
should have linked his name with this
humane and beneficent reform.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-A permanent expenditure out of one year's revellue~
Mr. KIRTONOur doubts are traitors,
And make us lose the good we oft might win
By fearing to attempt.

I do not desire to be unfair to the Premier. In my judgment, he introduced
this measure simply as a sop to the probable recipients of old-age pensions. He
wished to secure popularity, and he was
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not prepared to go further, and carry the
measure through the House. I blame the
Government-I am bound to blame the
Government. I do not blame the House
in the slightest degree: I was surprised
when I opened the Estimates the other
night, to find that the Government
were prepared to grant increases of salary,
and yet were not prepared to do anything
for the aged poor of the country.
Sir GEORGE TURNER. - I put £20,000
extra on the charities vote, which I had a
hard fight to get, and I gave a large part
of it to the ladies' benevolent societies.
Mr. KIRTON.-Does the right honorable gentleman place this question on the
plane of charity? The Attorney-General
may nod his head. I do not know whether
he is out of sympathy with the masses
and with the old worn-out miners at
Beechworth and Chiltcrn. I have justified my position. I throw the responsibility for the failure of this scheme on the
Treasury benches. I do say that the
Government were not justified in asking
the House to increase one salary until they
had attempted to do something on the
lines I have indicated. I will go further,
and say that I place the question of oldage pensions before the interests of the
Government. I know full well, as other
honorable members know, and as the Age
pointed out the other day, that there are
h nndreds, in f~ct, thousands, of worn-out
wealth-producing machines living the most
helpless and dreary live,") possible in a
civilized State. In my judgment, it was
criminal for the Premier, when he had the
opportunity, and when he had a surplus,
not t.o make an attempt, because the attempt would have been successful, to pass
through the House the Bill which. he
introduced. What was possible in New
Zealand should be equal1y possible here.
In New Zealand the money for old-age
pensions was taken out of the general
revenue, and I feel confident that. if the
Premier had asked the House to assent to
a Bill providing for the appropriation of the
money out of the general revenue, he could
have carried it. I feel confident also that
such a scheme would have met with the
approval of the great bulk of the tax:payers. In this connexion I desire to repeat
w hat I said on a previous occaf)ion. I
have frequently asked the responsible
head of the Railway department to do
justice to certain sections of the e.mployes.
I have pointed out that there are porters
and signalmen, and especially the latter,
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who have to work for ten and eleven hours hesitating policy of the present Governcontinuously: In my district, if the Rail- ment. at the most critical period in the
way department would consent to the history of federation. I speak advisedly;
transfer of two men to Ballarat, it would I speak as an ex-president of the Austrabe possible to carry out the eight hours' lian Natives' Association, and as one
principle. Yet we find men working night of the delegates at the Bendigo conand day, performing the most arduous and ference, when the members of the
exacting duties, for a bare pittance. The board of directors of the association sat
Premier should have been prepared to do up until the still small hours of the morning.
justice to men in that position before he rrhey recognised then that the fight had
proposed to pay increases of salary to men only commenced, and that if the Commonwho were already in receipt of very high wealth Bill was to be accepted by the
salaries. I take the earliest opportunity colony, [tud federation attained, it was
of doing the Premier justice. I interjected necessary to overcome the hesitation,
, to-night tha.t, in my judgment, the Premier if not the open hostility of some
had been well-paid for his services. I of the members of the Turner Governhave always been an advocate of paying ment. I feel bound to make an exception
I of the Chief Secretary, who is one of the
Ministers of the Crown adequately.
be1ieve that of Jate they have been under- oldest and most ardent advocates of
paid, as compared with men who are oc- federation.
No one knows better than
cupying positions outside. ·What I wished the Attorney-General himself that he
to convey was that the Premier had went to the Bendigo conference and degone to the old country, and had received livered a speech at a banquet which was
the highest honours at the hands of Her given there, to which I listencd-I was
Majesty the Queen, and that he had got a sitting next to his colleague, the Minister
very good reward from the people of the of H.ailways-from which \\'e got a
country for the services he had rendered. I glimpse, for the first time, of the "Yesdid not allude specifically to any monetary No" policy. Had it not been for the
payment. I trust that the Premier will decided stand t.aken hy the members
accept that explanation.
of the Australian Natives' Association the
Sir GEORGE TUHNER.-I am very glad federal movement would, in my j ndgment,
to hear you make it. I thought that you. have failed at that particular juncture.
did refer to my remuneration.
I am willing to accord the Premier every
Mr. KIRTON.-Certainly not. I was credit for the tactful part he played at
pleased that the Premier had an oppor- the various meetings of the Convention,
tunity of going to England on the occa- but I say that, in my judgment, he has not
sion of the Jubilee, and I was pleased also earned a title to the position of first Austhat he was made the recipient of the tralian Premier hy his ad vocacy of federahighest honours. In displacing this Go- tion. In conclusion, I desire to say that I
vernment we are entitled to .ask what is speak as the representative of a very la,rge
to be the policy of its successors ~ electorate, one of the most populous, and,
The honorable member for Gippsland . I think, one of the most influential in the
North has submitted a motion, and he is colony, an electorate which in the past
willing' to take the responsibilty of it. I has always been ranged under the banner
am prepared to follow the honorable mem- of liberalism. In the action which I am
berasoneof the leadinglibel'alsofthe House, taking to-night I shall probably be misand one of the most trusted liberals in the represented by some and misunderstood
colony. He has occupied poaitions in two by others; but I feel it to be my duty to
liberal Governments, and he has always take the responsibility of my vote. It is
been recognised as one of the ablest and the duty of members of Pctrliament to
most influential exponents of libentl poli- attempt to lead the people if the people
tics. If the honorable member's liberal- are wrong, and not to follow them slavishly.
ism was good enough to get him a place Ever since I have been a member of the
in .the Munro, the Shiels, and the Tnrl1er House I have been prepared to do what
Governments, I think it should be good I consider to be right. Unfortunately, I
enough for the high position of Premier. I have to recognise the fact that there is a
shall have every confidence in following any large element of expediency in politics, but
Government Ilhat may be formed by him. I do say that, on the whole, Members of
I indorse eyery word that has been said by Parliament are as independent as people in
previous speakers as to the hal ting and any other walk in life. On this occasion
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I have counted the cost. The Government have, in my opinion, entirely lost
the control of the House. They have lost
the confidence of the majority. I believe
tha.t their continuance in office would not
be conducive to the welfare of the masses
of the people. They have failed to make
the best pm1sible use of their opportunity,
and to place upon the statute-book
measures calculated to advance the interests of the masses of the people. I say
that, in my judgment, it will be entirely
in the interests of the conn try if a change
of Government takes place. I feel confident that if the honorable mem ber for
Gippsland North succeeds in forming a
Government, it will be one that will represen t the best aspirations of men holding
liberal and progressive views.
Mr. TREN'VITH-After listening to
the indictment that has been preferred
against the Government by the honorable
member for Gippsland North, and those
who have succeeded him, I am forcibly reminded of an incident in the play of
Richard IlL, w here Richard's wife,
finding herself subject to his anger and
ill-treatment, says-" In what have I
offended you my lord 7" He says"You have outlived my liking." Now,
I am afraid that that is the whole difficulty. The Government have lived rather
longer than usual, and, as it has been
suggested to me, have entitled themselves
to old-age pensions.
The honorable
member for Gippsland North usually
speaks with remarkable force and convincing power, but to-night he seemed
to have nothing to say against the Government. He almost convinced one that he
was overpowered by the feelings of friend·
ship that had existed between him and the
Government. It is true that he did once
wax loud and vigorous and almost eloq nen t;
that was when he referred to the great
crime that was committed 1,900 years ago.
Nothing like it had occurred until the
recent action of this Government on a
question of privilege.
Honorable members know from the language I used on
that occasion that I was not pleased with
the action of the Government, but it does
seem to me to be an insufficient reason for
changing a Government that has given us
in five years a very considerable amount
of legislation that the liberals of this
colony have been seeking for 25 years. I
have had many reasons for not being fully
satisfied with the Government. I regret
to say that in my political experience
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I have seen reasons for being dissatisfied
with every Government.
Mr. CARTER.-You wait until you are ill
one yourself.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I think it highly
probable that in that, as in many other
things, I shall be dissatisfied with myself.
Mr. CARTER.-I do not think so.
Mr. TRENWITH.-At any rate, I want
to say in this cOllnexion to those who profess liberal politics, and desire to achieve
their consummation, that they have a
serious questiun to ask themselves, not
whether this Government have on every
occasion done all that liberals could desire, but whether they have done as
much or more than we could reasonably
expect from any other combination in this
House. Personally, I have arrived at the
conclusion that they have. I have arrived
at the conclusion that their past history
teaches us to expect some more liberal
legislation from them. 'Ve are asked to
make a change on the extremely fiimRy
ground that a military officer was appointed Commandant who had better
not have been appointed, a military officer
who, in the opinion of the honorable member for Gippsland North, has not sufficient
knowledge. The honorable member thinks
that another officer should be appointed
,w ho, during the last few weeks, has displayed such unsoldierly cond uct as to refnse to obey orders.
Mr. MURRAY S~nTH.-That is not the
case.
Mr. TRENvVITH.-It is a fact that
Colonel Bingham, during the absence of
Sir Charles Holled Smith in New Zealand,
was in actual revolt on a question of precedence or etiquette.
Mr. McLEoD_-The Government would
have appointed him if Colonel U mphelby
had been here.
Mr. rrRENWITH.-Are we to turn out
a Government on a question of whether
an officer, who for some years has been out
of touch with military matters, should be
appointed to the position of Commandant,
or whether that position should be given
to one who has been in active service, but
",,·ho for a part uf the time during which
he has been in the colony has been in
revolt.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-Mr. Speaker,
I rise to a point of order. I do not think
the honorable member haB any 'right to
state as a fact that which, in the knowledge
of most people, is absolutely incorrect. It is
monstrous to apply the term revolt to the
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action of an officer who has a difference of
opinion as to the rank to which he is entitled.
The SPEAKER.-What is the point of
order~

Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-That the honorable member is stating what everybody
knows is not true.
'fhe SPEAKER.-That is not a point
of order.
Mr. 1'HENvVITH.-I respectfully submit, Mr. Speaker, that I am stating what
everyone knows is true-that the gentleman in question was out of accord with his
superiors and in absolute disobedience,
practically.
Mr. MURRAY S~IITH.-I say that that is
distinctly untrue.
Mr. TRENvVITH. - Well, if I am permitted to return the compliment in exactly the same language, I will say that
that statement is distinctly untrue.
The SPEAKER.-I am snre the honorable member for Hawthorn does not
accuse the honorable member for Richmond
(Mr. Trenwith) of making untruthful
statements in the House.
Mr. MURRAY Sl\H'l'H.-Oh, no ; I merely
say that the statement on which the honorable member grounds his argument is
not in accordance with fact.
'1'he SPEAKER.-The honorable member lor Hawthorn will see that there is no
point of order, because the honorable
uiember for Richmond is en titled to speak
in this Honse as he thinks fit of any
gentleman or person outside the Chamber.
Mr. TRENWI1'H.-It is obvious that
the gentleman to whom I refer, and who
should have been appointed Commandant, according to the honorable member for Gippsland North, was not on
duty fur six weeks when he ought to have
been.
Mr. SAJ.Jl\WN.-·Whose fault was it that
he wa,s not on duty ~ It was the fault of
the Minister of Defence-another evidence
of maladministration.
Mr. TRENWITH.-It may be arguable
that he was not in revolt.
Mr. SAJ.JMON.-VlT ell, it is a serious thing
t@ say about a soldier that he was in
revolt, and the honorable member ought
to know it.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-I do know it. I
seriously thought of it, and I have stated
it deliberately, in view of the circumstances of this motion and the argument
that has been adduced. However, I do
not wish to press it.
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Mr. CARTER.-You have a number of
men on your side of the Chamber who will
be in revolt to-night.
Mr. 1'RENWITH.-All that I have to
say about the matter is that that ground
is not sufficient, to my mind, for changing
the Government. Then the ground the
Premier urged, as to what experience in
this Honse had taught him, contained a
great deal of wisdom in it-that bringing
members of the press to the Bar of the
House was a thing that ought to be
undertaken very charily indeed, because
in the past it had ended in a farce. I am
delighted that the House did not listen to
the Premier's reasoning on that question,
and that the action of the House on the
occasion under consideration did not end
as similar action previously had ended.
But,· at any rate, there was a great deal
of wisdom, it seemed to me at the time, in
the Premier's advice to the House. ·With
reference to the second occasion, when the
Premier urged, at the commencement of
the debate, that the precedents in favour
of the action that was proposed wen') insufficient in his judgment, and that therefore he advised that no further action
should be taken, and yet. ultimately voted
"for the imprisonment of the persons
under indictment, I think the Premier's
explanation is adequate in this. respect,
that he alleges that the debate that took
place largely altered his view. Well,· when
I remember that I made a speech myself
on the subject, I can easily understand
that his statement on that head has a
great deal of j llstification. But I have no
intentioll of detaining the House at any
length. There has been nothing said
against the Government so far, that, to
my mind, would justify any person, who
believes in the .policy that they have pursued, in changing them for some other
persons who have given us no indication
of their policy at alL Weare told that
the honorable member for Gippsland
North is a liberal. Well, personally I do
not doubt tha,t. I desire to say that there
are very few gentlemen in this country for
whom I have a higher regard than the
honorable member for Gippsland North.
I have only made his acquaintance at all
intimately in connexion with politics, and
I have learnt to respect him very highly
indeed, but I do not know who is to be
associated with him. I want to know
from the liberals in this HOllse what sort
of liberal· politics we will get from the
honorable member for Gippsland North
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and some other gentlemen whom I have
in my mind.
Mr. MURRAY.-Their politics are to be
manufactured by the gentlemen sitting in
the opposition corner.
Mr. TRENWITH.-And some other
gentlemen, who will, in connexion with
this vote, if there is a majority for the
motion, have a substantial claim for inclusion in the coming Government. 'rhis
House and this country have had some
experience of coalition-some very unpleasant experience of coalition-and I
ask those persons who believe that the
Factories Acts Amendment Bill at present
before Parliament, and not yet passed, is
legislation that ought to be enacted at the
earliest possible moment to consider the
consequences of putting into power a
Government composed for the one'- half
of the elements that have been assisting to secure this legislation, and for
the other half of the elements that have
been, in season and out of season and
by all means, fighting against such legislation.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I thought you
knew nothing about the constrnction of
the coming Gov81:nment, and yet you seem
to know all about it.
.
Mr. TRENWITH. - The honorable
member for Maldon thought what is not
right if he thought that I said so.
I did
not say 'so. I never mentioned such a
word, and I do not know anything about
the constitution of the coming Government except the probabilities. I am now
referring to the probabilities from the
fact that this motion can only be successful on the ground that there is a
somewhat considerable number' on the
right of the Speaker who will vote for it,
and practically the whole of those on the
left of the Spe~ker. And, if there is a
change of Government as the result of
such a vote, I ask the people, and I ask the
liberals of this House, to consider what
must be the constitution of the Governmeut so created.
Mr. MURRAY S:mTH.-We are having
again what we had last night.
Mr. TRENWITH. - The honorable
member will recollect that I am replying
to an interjection which charged me with
saying that I did not know anything
about the constitution of the coming
Government, and then showing some
knowledge of the matter; and I say that
the know ledge I am showing is the
obvious deduction from the circumstances

in lJfinisteTs.

of the .:lase. The Govornment that we have
in power has, during the present session,
given us three very important measures,
at any rate, with the assistance of Parliament. I agree with everybody that this
ses~ion has not been nearly as fruitful a
session as it ought to have been, but we
have secured in this session oue man one
vote-something that we have been fighting for for very many years, and something
that the gentlemen who will have a hand
and a controlling power in the formation
of the coming Government have fought
against in this House.
Mr. LEVIEx.-VVe have had one man
one vote for the last twenty years in this
House.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-The 'Vater Act
Amendment Bill is an important and very
voluminous measure, which in: any session
of Parliament, however led, must have
taken many. weeks to discuss. 'VeIl, we
have discussed it this session, which is
said to have been so barren; we have
passed it and sent it to another place, and
it has gone throngh that Chamber and
came back to us again. We have also
passed in this session all extremely important Factories Act Amendment Bill,
embodying in it advanced liberal legislation such as is not known anywhere else
in the world. Now, I ask the liberals in this
House to bear these matters in mind in
determining how, they shall vote on the
motion. I easily recognise that honorable members on the left of the Speaker
can, with a very light heart, vote at any
time for a motion that this House has no
confidence in the Government, but I ask
the liberals in this House to seriously consider the question.
Mr. MURPHy.-There areas good liberals
on the opposition side of the House as on
the Ministerial side.
Mr. 'rRENvVI'rH.-I don't doubt it.
Mr. MURPHY.-That is all moonshine.
Mr. TRENWITH.-But the fact of
those liberals being in opposition is
a continual statement of the fact that they
have no confidence in the Government,
and it is an open secret~the honorable member for Brighton stated it most
emphatically - that if the honorable
member for Fitzroy instead of stating
specifically his reason--the visit of the
Attorney-General to England-had framed
his mot.ion last week in general termsthat the House had no confidence in the
Government-we should have seen the
Opposition voting en bloc for that motion.
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Mr. MouLE.-Oh no-my vote certainly. that impression for a moment, but I think
it would be very hard for him to do anyI do not know about the Opposition.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-I am not charging thing right politically, because he has
the honorable member for Brighton with such a peculiar mental obliquity in constating that we should have seen the nexion with economic questions that it is
Opposition voting en bloc for the motion very difficult for him to see things right.
Sir JOHN McIN'fYRE.-You have forof the honorable member for Fitzroy if it
had been so framed, but that as a matter gotten amongst the great works of the
of fact we would have seen the Opposition Governrilent that they sent you to New
.
vote en bloc on such a motion. Now, those Zealand.
Mr. T. S:m'l'H.-Yon had a trip to New
persons who desire progressive legislation,
and who wish to see its consummation early Zealand, too.
Sir JOHN McINTYBE.-But I paid for it
achieved, are not justified at the present
juncture, notwithstanding that they may myself.
Mr. TRENWITH. - The honorable
have some causes of dissatisfaction with
the present Government, in voting for the member for Maldon has not done himself
motion now before the Chair. Speaking any credit by making that suggestion.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-'Vhy not ~.
personally, I may may say that I have had
Mr. TREN'VITH.-Because there bas
a personal cause of objection to the Government that probably no other man in been nothing in my action to lead to the
this House has had ever since the in- conclusion that my vote could be inception of the Government, from its fluenced by any consideration of that
very first day, but with me it is kind.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-'Ve are waiting
.not a question of who are the men who
occupy the Treasury bench-it is not a for your report.
Mr. 'l'RENvVITH.-You have had it.
question with me of whether it is the
Right Honorable Sir George 'rurner or the I repeat that there has been nothing in
honorable member for Gippsland North, my conduct since my advent in this
who is Premier-it is a question with House that would show that going to, or
me, and it ought to be a question with remaining from, New Zealand would in
all those who desire liberal and pro- any way influence my voice or vote in this
gressive legislation, that that kind of Chamber.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I was speaking
legislation shall be introduced and carried
politically, in the same way as you spoke
through Parliament.
Mr. MURRAY S1\U'rH.-It is a question of of the honorable member for Hawthorn.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I rOtle only to say
how far they can be squeezed.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-Yes, if the honor- a very few words, but I have been dra,vn
able member chooses to put it that way, it iuto saying more than I intended, and I
is a q llestion of how far the Government will conclude by remarking that, in connexion with some of the methods of the
can be squeezed into doing right.
Government, I have had myself ground
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-Or wrong.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-I think that the for wishing that their methods were
honorable member himself, notwithstand- otherwise, and in connexion with some
ing his extraordinary conservative leanings, measures of the Government I have
can be, and sometimes has been, squeezed had ground for wishing that they might
into doing right. I confess that that has have been introduced in .a different
very seldom happened, that it has only order. Take the particular question of
happened on very rare occasions within the Old-age Pensions Bill. I regret exmy knowledge, but still I believe it is tremely that we have not had au opporpossible to squeeze even the honorable tunity of discussing that matter before
member fo~' Hawthorn into doing right now. I regret extremely the attitude of
in political matters. When I say doing the Premier in connexion with that mearight, I mean politically.
sure. I do not agree with him that there
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-You say it in a is any great difficulty in introducing such
Pickwickian sense.
a measure because of financial reasons.
Mr. TRENvVITH.-I would not insinu- I have in my mind now, a means by which
ate in a joke or in any way that the the money for old-age pensions could be
honorable member for Hawthorn would obtained in a very few years, without even
willingly do anything wrong, knowing it additional taxation, or the failure to supply
to ~e wrong. I do not wish to convey the funds. We have at present a very
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large pension list, which in the order of
nature, is declining year by year. That
pension list is met out of the general
revenue. It reaches now, roughiy speaking, to something like £300,000 a year.
vVe have now a surplus that might be
used to meet the necessities of the present
day. We might, by a special effort, provide the requirements for the old-age
pensions out of the general revenue, and
as the pension list that we already
have dies out-and year by year it is
becoming less in the ordinary course of
nature - that .£300,000 which is now
being paid to penSiOlJerS who are exmembers of the public service could easily
be made to slide into paying these old men
who have never had any pensions at all,
and who have been members of the
public service in just as great a sense as
those who have been specially employed
under Government supervision. I think
it would be well if the Premier would consider that alSpect of the old-age pensions
scheme. There is an easily obtainable
means by which the old-age pensions
could be provided for without any additional taxation, if a special effort were to
be made for a few years. The means for
paying old-age pensions in the future will
gradually slide into the Treasury out of
the falling off of our present pensions list.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-That will take a
long time.
Mr. TRENvVITH.-b will take some
time, I admit.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The pension list
goes down very slowly.
Mr. TRENvVITH.-However, this is
not really or properly pertinent to the
issue before us, and is only introduced incidentally. Still, at the same time, it is
well worthy of consideration. But, in
connexion with the present motion, I desire to say that I, and I hope all those who
think with me, feel that there is an urgent
need to have on the Treasury bench
honorable members who are willing to
initiate and carry through legislation for
the amelioration of the condition of those
who cannot help themselves, of those who
are in distress, of the indigent and the old.
I feel that we shall be more wise if we
stick to the Government we know just now,
a Government that has given us reasons,
by their good work in the past, for assuming
that they will do good work in the future.
The honorable member for Castle maine
(Mr. McCay) said that a Government
cannot live upon their reputation for good
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works. I quite agree with him, but I
venture to say that the time has not arrived when we have any evidence that the
present Government have lived, or are even
trying to live, upon theirreputationforgood
works. The Government are engaged at
the present moment from my point of
view, and from the point of view of the
honorable member. for Castlemaine (Mr.
McCay), upon the best work that has ever
been introduced into this Parliamentthat is, the measure that was brought in
by the Chief .Secretary, and carried
through by him with an earnestness and
intelligence that did him great credit.
rrherefore, the Government are not living
on their past reputation. Up to the present they are living upon their good
works, and I would urge that a reputation
for good .work in the past is a reasonable
guarantee that we may expect good work
from them in the future.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-I suppose it
is the tendency-at least I think I have.
generally noticed that it is the tendencyof debates of this kind for the main stream
to run into various eddies, and on this
occasion I shall be equally guilty, for my
original purpose in rising is to point out
to my honorable friend, the honorable
member for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith),
who I must say is, to myself, always
scrupulously generous and fair, the
extreme unfairness of the line of speech
which he has incidentally adopted in
speaking to the motion of the honorable
member for Gippsland North. Mentioning as one of the causes of complaint
which the honorable member for. Gippsland North urged against the present Government., that they had made an unfit
and improper appointment to an office of
military service, the honorable member for
Richmond thinks it justifiable to describe
one of the officers engaged in that service
as being in revolt. Now, I will ask him is
that a fair sort of term to apply to a
gentleman bearing her Majesty's commis. .
sion, a man who is not here to defend himself, and whose difference with some of the
authorities is one of military etiquette
and precedent, which is, at all events, a
matter of reasonable dispute ~
Mr. SALlIlON.-And whose reputation
depends upon what the honorable member
says.
Mr. M.URRAY SMITH.-Yes, I am
quite sure if the honorable member reflects calmly to-morrow morning on the
language he has used here to-night, he
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will be the first person to apologize to
Colonel Bingham for the unwitting
violence of his language. But, after all,
that is only an eddy in the stream of
this debate. The main point at issue,
as I understand it, is the expression
of this House, as to their confidence,
or want of confidence, in the Government.
Now, as far as I am concerned, the taunt
of the honl)rable member for Richmond,
that the Ministry has outlived my liking,
cannot apply, because they never had it.
I have had the honour for five years of
sitting in opposition. Although I do not
think I have been a very violent opponent,
I have oppo~ed the Ministry on some
oecasions, when I thought they did wrong,
generally, I am sorry to say, with a total
want of Sllccess. I have, on the other
hand, supported them occasionally, and
successfully, when I thought they did
right, even against the murmurs and
attacks of their followers. But I have
neither any great liking nor any great
disliking of the Government. Of course, .
I am: speaking solely, as the honorable
member for Richmond said, in a strictly
political, that is, in a Pickwickian, sense.
For the Ministry and for the head of
the Government, I think I may say that
I rather lean to the amiable than to the
opposition side of the question. I am
not indifferent to the vast amount of good
honest work that the 'rreasurer has done
in connexion with the finances of the
colony during the last five years, and
really I must say, looking at it more as
a spectator than as an opponent, or as an
expectant official, an office-seeker-for certainly my Ishmaelitish position, as the honorable member for Richmond described it,
cuts me off from any hope of that-what
I would say in a friendly way to the Government is that I think their leader has
displayed not a want of hard work, or a
want of the highest possible honesty and
integrity in his work, but a want of proper
capacity for leadership. He certainly has
not seemed able to lead the House on occasions when leadership was badly wanted,
and I think that fault has been more conspicuous during the last year than at any
previous time. When he has submitted a
motion which has been unpalatable to the
House he has generally abandoned it. I have
suffered myself on one or two occasions
through having followed him, for when I
h~ve helped him to win the cause for the
time being, I have found almost immediately
afterwards that he has given up the point
Session 1899.-[184J
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at issue. I will illustrate my meaning
by citing a case that happened last
session when the police vote was under
consideration. Some members of the
Premier's own party, headed by a
gentleman now strongly prepossessed in
his favour, a g~tleman of the same name
as my own-I will not indicate him
further than that, and that, as you see, is
no very great distinction-I say a certain
number of the Premier's supporters
insisted on absolutely carrying against the
Ministry they supported, a proposal in
favour of the payment of an extra 6d. a
Now, withont for a
day to the police.
moment undervaluing the services of that
body, and fully respecting their position,
I took the liberty to point out at the time,
in support of the Premier's contention,
that if you have hundreds, and indeed I
might almost say thousands, of young men
of good character and good physique, applying for appointments on that force
year after year, that fact is a demonstrable and unanswerable argument in
favourof the pay of the police being ample.
But what is the cOnSec.plCnce J find this
session ~ I have earned, no doubt, some
unpopularity among the police by supporting the Premier on that occasion. The
Premier, probably, earned some unpopularity also, but he has had an opportul1:ity
of redeeming his character, and I have
not. I find that, in this session, the Premier has gone back on what he said and
did last session, as he frequently does
when he finds he has undertaken an unpopular movement, and that he now proposes, without any reason, so far as I
know-certainly without any reason which
has changed the view which, I suppose, he
held last session-to give this extra 6d. a
day to the police.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Because I am
now dealing in the saine way with a lot of
other public servants, whereas I was not
last session.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-But that does
not answer in the least what I am saying,
that if the pay of the police was ample last
session it is ample now. If it was ample
then, when there were hund reds of candidates for a few appointments, surely it is
ample now, when there are a thousand
applicants, and absolutely no vacancies at
the present moment, for I saw in the newspaper the other day that there are actually one thousand candidates for prospective vacancies. Surely if it was a matter
:)f principle last session, it is a matter of
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principle now. I merely put this fonvard
as an illustration of the dissatisfaction
which I myself as a sort of half opponent,
half supporter of the Government, must
feel with that action of the Premier. As
I have said, the Premier is not wanting in
honesty or hard work, but 'he is wanting
in the capacity for leadership. I am
rather tired of :::lU pporting the Premier
against his own followers, and then being
thrown to the dogs at the first convenient
opportunity. To illustrate further what I
mean, let me refer to the proceedings in
reference to the breach of privilege cases.
The honorable member for Richmond has
a peculiar style of argument, which I have
pointed out more than once. He generally
overstates a debatable principle, and then
proceeds to argue as if it were an admitted
fact. The honorable member has gently
glided over the course of this breach of
privilege ~ase, but I want to point out the
extraordinary position which the Premier,
honest as I believe him to be, has occupied
in that case. And I say that the Premier's
very honesty of purpose is an illustration of
what I contend for, namely, his lack of the
qualities of leadership, becaui:le when the
honorable member for Brighton brought
forward that question the Premier stated
on the first occasion, very naturally, that
he had not studied the subject, that it
had been brought before him hastily, and
that he was not in a position to say
whether the article in question was a
breach of privelege or not. The honorable
gentleman continuedI extremely regret that this article appeared.
I think it would, in all probability, have been
wiser on the part of the newspaper not to have
commented at all on the matter until it had
been decided, but I am not going to stand in the
way of the honorable member having the publisher of that newspaper at the Bar of the
House if he is prepared to take that responsibility.

,,,ill

Now, on that occasion it
be noted that
the Premier said in effect-" I have not
had time to study the subject; I do not
quite understand it; bring the publisher
to the Bar and we shall be able at the time
he is brought here to gauge the position
more correctly." But after an interval
had taken place, after the publisher was
brought to the Bar of the House, and after
the Premier, as leader of the House, had
had ample time to consider the questionafter a night of consideration-the right
honorable gentleman then saidvVithregard to this particular article, I said
last night, and I say again, that, in my opinion,
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it was an injudicious article to publish at that
particular time. I said then, and I say again,
that I am not satisfied that any portion of the
article is a breach of the privileges of this House,
or such as ought to be punished in the mode
which has been suggested, or in any other mode.

The Premier at some time in the afternoon of the 15th-I do not know exactly
the particular hour, but I know it was
after half-past four, saidAfter the gravest reflection, I think my honorable friend has assumed too much from the
statements madein the article, and he has looked
on it in the light of a far graver offen~e than it
really is, if it be an offence at all.

And at the conclusion of his. speech, he
saidNow, that we have taken notice of it, however, I think that we ought by some means or
other to allow the matter to drop altogether.

N ow, I say that was at some time in the
afternoon of the 15th, and after a little
difference between the leader of the
Opposition and myself, and, no doubt, a
very excellent and convincing· speech
by the honorable member for Richmond
(Mr. Trenwith), which I have not had
time to look over, the following resolu.tion
was passedThat the publication of the said articles in the
said Australasian newspaper~

a similar resolution had been passed in
the case of the A geis a contempt and breach of the privileges of
this House, and that the said A. M. Ebsworth,
being guilty of a contempt and breach of the
privileges of this House, be for the said offence
committed to Her Majesty's gaol, Melbourne,
and that Mr. Speaker do issue his warrant
accordingly.

That motion was agreed to without a division. That is to say, the House was
unanimously of the opinion that this
penalty should be inflicted. I did not
myself say anything on that motion-I
had said, perhaps, too much before-but
what I would call attention to is this:
that without any expression of recantation, without any explanation of his reason
for the change, whether it was the powerful speech of the honorable member for
Richmond, or the equally powerful speech
of the honorable member for Geelong
(Mr. Higgins), or the equally powerful
speech of the leader of the Opposition,
surely we ought to have had some indication from the Premier that he had changed
his opinion, and the reasons for which he
had changed it. But I say, after having
subsequently to half-past four o'clock declared his belief-which I am sure was an
honest belief-that no breach of privilege
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had been committed, then, some two or
three hours aften"ards, without any explanation of his change, he assists to send
these unfortunate gentlemen whom he has
pronounced not guilty to the custody of
Her Majesty's gaol. Well, I say that
would be a most extraordinary proceeding
on the part of any member of this House,
but on the part of the gentleman who for
five years has been our leader it is absolutely unprecedented. As the poet saysWho would not laugh if such a man there be?
Who would not weep if Atticus were he?

If, as I say, any private member of this
House had, after announcing his belief
that those gentlemen were absolutely innocent, proceeded without saying another
word to assist in sending them to gaol, we
should have thought badly enough of him;
but that the leader of the House, the gentleman who has led us for five years, and
who is therefore more responsihle than any
other memberinitforthe justiceandhollour
and regularity of its proceedings, should
commit such a solecism must prove one of
two things-either that he was ablSolutely
worthless as far as his opinion or statements were concerned-and this I know
cannot apply to the Premier-or that he
was labouring under some most extraordinary abnegation of his duties as leader
of this House. It is this, as I think the.
honorable member for Castlemaine said)
which is really the last straw-I won't
follow the simile so far as to imply that
my back is broken-but it is at all events
the last count in the indictment which is
urged against him. As I have said, I
speak under the influence of 110 hostile
feeling. I have no axe to grind; I have
nothing to desire, except the good conduct
of business in this House, and the passing
of good measures; but I say that the
Premier has proved absolutely his entire
incapacity for acting any further as leader
of this House. A Government that will
not govern, a leader that will not lead,
ought to be an impossibility; and if such a
thing exists it ought to be removed from
the leadership of this House as rapidly as
possible.
Mr. COOK.-There can be no doubt
that we have arrived at a most important
juncture in the history of this Government,
. but it is a juncture that has not been
arrived at hastily. It is the result of
more than a few weeks and more than a
few months of discontent and dissatisfaction with the policy and leadership of the
present Government. My own particular
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attitude in the matter has not been in
doubt for a long time past. I have not
hesitated to express openly, even before
the commencement of this session, my
dissatisfaction with most of the members
of the present Government.
Mr. BURTON.- Was not that a joke ~
Mr. COOK.-So the newspapers said.
",Vith regard to the Premier himself and
the Chief Secretary I have always said
that I think they have done very good
work, but with respect to most of the
other memhers of the Ministry I have
complained, not privately, but publicly,
that they have displayed a lack of initiative and a purposelessness which did
not warrant them remaining in the
Ministry, and have suggested that
there ought to have been a :l'eCOIlstruction, if the policy of the Government, which was initiated five years ago,
was to be as successful in the future as it
was during the first three years of its
existence. We have it on the authority
of the Premier himself that he does
not intend to do anything in respect to
any matter of recol1strLlction.
He is
loyal to his colleagues, he says, because
they have been loyal to him, and he prefers to sink with them rather than to
throw them over. Such a sentiment as
that we cannot but admire; but, in the
interests of the country at large, and the
interests of the constituents whom we
represent, a sentiment such as that cannot have too much weight with ns. I
followed the remarks of the honorable
member for Richmond (Mr. rrrenwith)
with some interest. He began by stating
his dissatisfaction on very many occasions,
more especially recently, with the Government, and he wound up his speech by
saying that, although he had had cause to
find a fault with them on many occasions,
he was going to support them for
all that.
He told us that they had
given us good legislation in the past,
and that that was a Wal'rallt that '\'0
would get from them good legislation in
the future. In almost the same breath he
told us that during the present session we
have had practically nothing from them
. except an amendment of the Factories
Act, which has been practically passed,
and which, by the way, has been consistently supported by the mover of the
present motion to turn the Government out
-supported by him j Ilst as loyally as by
the honorable member for Richmond himself, or by myself, or any other member
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claiming to be a radical and democrat.
The remark which struck me most in the
course of his speech was that a certain
military officer had gone into open revolt
against the Government, or against the
head of the Defence department. Well,
sir, I look upon that revolt, if it is such
- I am not. prepared to admit it, but
assuming the honorable member's statement to be correct-as one of the best
indications of the lack of administrative
power of the Government; because, if a
servant of the Government is permitted to
remain in open revolt, and will not do his
·duty, it is clearly the province of the
Minister administering that department
-either to make that man do as he ought
to do or to discharge him; and I say that
no better illustration could be given of
lack of administrative capacity than the
statement of the honorable member for
Richmond himself. The remark which he
made touching the qnestion of a coalition
·Government was also, to my mind, an in·dication of the weakness of his cause. He
told us, ana we know it to be a fact, that
on very many occasions the Opposition
have come to the rescue of the Government
to save them in matters affecting some
line of their policy. In essence we have
had a coalition Government for nearly two
and a half years past. 'Whenever the
more radical members of this Chamber
wanted to carry any particular measure,
then we had the coalition element brought
into existence, and the Government helped
by the 0pp'osition to defeat what the
more radical members wanted. When
the Opposition desired anything, we
had another kind of coalition, and that
was a coalition with the more radical
section to help to defeat the Opposi.
tion. In short, we have had no politics
in this House except the politics of
the majority. All along it has been a
policy of opportunity, and nothing else.
It is because there has been a lack of
leadership, because there has been a want
of firmness, and because there are very
many matters of maladministration, to my
mind, in connexion with the departments
that I am to be found to· night supporting the honorable member for Gippsland North in the resolution which he
has moved. Touching the question of
vacillation and lack of leadership, I
can only say that, from the beginning
of this Parliament up to the present
moment, I have not had any cause to be
satisfied at ali with the Government.
Mr. Cook.
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From the first business almost which teok
pla.ce in this House, after the bringiGg
into existence of this Parliament, I have
been dissatisfied. One of' the things I remember most distinctly was the humiliation put upon this House in connexion
with the proposal which had been brought
forward with regard to my late colleague
in the representation of East Bourke
Boroughs-a humiliation which I have
not forgiven the Government for, and
which I cannot forgive them for. It was
one of the weakest. things, and one of the
most humiliating things I have ever seen
done by any body of public men, and cer·
tainly by men who claimed to be leaders
of public opinion. From that incident,
right up to the last incident of the Factories Bill only laRt week, I have had
cause to be dissatisfied. What took place
in connexion with that ~ 'Ve found the
Government putting forward a proposition
to lay the regulations respecting the Factories Act on the table of both Houses of
Parliament. When some opposition was
shown to that particnlar suggestion by
members sitting round about where I
am now standing, the Government immediately offered to withdraw it. Then,
when the Opposition put their veto on
its withdrawal, and would not allow it to
be withdrawn, we found the Government
voting for the very proposition which two
or three nights previously they had asked
to be allowed to withdraw. r:ehose instances are but two of very many which
have taken place during the last two and
a half years. And not only has it been in
connexion with matters of that kind, but
in connexion with the Land Bill, in connexion with the Water Bill, and in connexion with other Bills, we have had the
same kind of policy persistently. adopted.
It has always been-" What does the
majority think 1 How are we going to
get the numbers?" not" W'hat is the
right thing to do ~ " It is for these
reasons, and many others that. could be
cited, that I am to-night found in the
position in which I stand. W'jth respect
to the Water Bill, I was one of those who
f:at here day after day, feeling discontent
and dissatisfaction to think that attacks,
and continuous attacks, were being made
to saddle the taxpayers of the colony as a
whole with burdens and debts which they
had no right to bear. 'fhe Pr6mier told
us this afternoon, in his speech, that
he would not and could not yield at
once all that was demanded of him.
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He did not yield at once certainly, Premier put forward. But what chance
but he yielded after two or three has the honorable member of having
attacks, and in very many instalments. his ideas discuss~cl ~ Other honorable
He did not give it to them all at once, but members have ideas on the subject, but
he gave it to them after a good many have not had a chance of putting them
reductions. There was first a set of reduc- forward. But another Bill, which has no
tions, then a second set of reductions, possible opportunity of being put through
then a third set of reductions, and I do this House, much less in another place,
not know how many more. With regard has been brought fonvard to waste time,
to another matter with regard to wp.ich whilst everyone knew that it could not
I feel strongly the same kind of policy possibly be carried. I would remind honwas adopted. The grievances of the Tram- orable members also that the Old-age
way Company's employes are notorious. Pensions Bill is not the only measure
A deputation, representing about 800 of of this character which the Premier
them, waited npon the Premier, and asked has treated in a similar manner.
him to introduce legislation to remedy It is not 101lg since that the Charithose grievances. He said that he would ties Bill was introduced, but it was
make inquiries, and lay the result of his suddenly dropped, and we heard no more
investigation before his colleagues. That about it. I give these as illustrations of
promise he kept. A second deputation the vacillating policy of the Government
waited on him, and asked him what was in respect to important legisla,tion. The
to be the result. The deputation, in same took place in regard to the State
answer to their inquiries, were told that Bank Bill. The Banking Commission, of
the Premier intended to interview the which I was a mem bel', recommended the esTramway Company in respect to the t.ablishment of a State bank and the Credit
matter, and that if no satisfaction were Foncier system. The Premier brought in
obtained, he would introduce legislation a Bill to give us both of these systems, but
into this Honse which would be satisfac- after some speeches had been delivered in
tory to the men. But he did not do it. connexion with the State bank proposal,
He was glad to allow a private member, that portion of the measure was thrown
who cannot have the same opportunity of ont into the limbo of oblivion, and we
carrying a Bill into law, to do that; and, heard no more of it. 'rhese are only inwhen time was asked for the considera- stances of the Premier's lack of leadership.
tion of the Bill, the Premier mentioned a Another matter of which I have had cause
time at the end of the session, which to make complaint is in respect of the
he was a,ware would not be sufficient to number of important subjects that have
allow the Bill to go through. These are been shelved by the appointment of comthe kind of things which have caused missions and boards and committees, the
us to be dissatisfied and to express our reports of which, when they have been
dissatisfaction in no uncertain terms. presented, have never been attended to.
,Vith respect to old-age pensions, the During the five years and some odd months
Premier has told us to-night that he of the regime of the Turner Government
does not adhere to his particular scheme, we have had some board or commission
and would be pleased to know the appointed every three months of its existopinion of the House on the subject, ence. I find that some 23 or 24 boards or
and delighted if any betLer scheme could commissions have been appointed during
be put forward .. But what opportunity the whole of that period. How many of
has been given to honorable members to the recommendations of these bodies
put their ideas forward ~ Has any oppor- have been adopted, or even inquired
tnnity been given ~ None at all. The into, by the Government ~ Very few,
Bill has been pla.ced almost last on the indeed. With respect to matters of
list. No possible chance has been gi ven for administration it is notorious not that
the discussion of the subject. Yet we find the Government have been successful, but
the honorable member for Richmond that they have been non-successful. The
(Mr. Trenwith) saying that· he has Premier took credit to himself by saying
some ideas which will be the means of that even his opponents wonld admit, even
giving us an old-age pensions scheme if they disagreed with his policy, that he
without involving anything like the sac- had been successful in administration.
rifices or the pecuniary risks which But what are the facts ~ They are that
were involved in the scheme that the the very reverse is true. How long ago is

2774

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBLY.]

it since the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilton) had a committee
appointed with respeet to the Post-office 1
How long ago is it since we had an inquiry
into the department over which the
Minister of Lands presides 7 How long
ago is it since an inquiry had to be instituted into the Attorney-General's department by the honorable gentleman himself
who presides over it to find out matters
connected \vith iU In all of these departments administration is taking place
Honorin the most haphazard fashion.
able members nQw have a report from the
Technical Education Commission in their
hands. With respect to the department
which that report concerns the gravest
abuses are taking place. This is not the
first time I have spoken in connexion with
the Education department; and as to the
Penal department I say that the very
gravest abuses will be made apparent with
the first letting in of the light. I know
-ulld no man has opportunities of
knowing better-in respect to that department that the very graveHt and
grossest maladministration is taking
place. Just as an illustration let me
cite one instance.
In order to show
that the Penal department is now economically and properly administered, the
officers in various branches were asked to
In
make up statements of accounts.
one particular instance, when the statement \Va's made up, it was found that in
place of there being a profit, there was a
very heavy loss, and the report was referred back to this man for an explanation
as to how he arrived at that particular
state of affairs. He immediately made tho
matter up by taking a certain amount of
stock used in the manufacture of the
articles, and the result \\"as that he immediately showed a profit; but when he
came to count up what stock he had in
hand, there still remained a debit balance.
That is only an illustration of how a statement of profit was shown by conveniently
ignoring the amount of stock held in
hand. I say again that, in respect to this
particular department, there is the gravest
cause for saying that, so far from there
being successful administration, the very
reverse is true. One other matter. How
mallY visits have been paid by members
of the Ministry, or by delegations from
the Ministry to other colonies and
countries, to find out what they are
doing 7 'Vhat has been the result of those
visits 1 Practically nothing at all. 'Ve
Mr.Oook.
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have had visits to New Zealand, visits to
the old country, and visits to America, but
I say again-wha~ is being done in consequence of them 1 It has no doubt been
shown that we are behind the times and
all that sort of thing, but not a single
reform has taken place. In the Postal
department, we have had the PostmasterGeneral going off on visits to other parts
of the world, but we still remain many years
behind the times in respect to the penny
postage and things of that kind, simply
because the Government have not the
courage to do what is their duty in this
regard, and establish penny post~ge. I
have only one more thing to say. The
Right Honorable the Premier has taken
occasion to say that he could not trust the
destinies of this country in the future to
the honorable member for Gippsland
North, because that honorable member
had been an opponent of the Commonwealth Bill. '1'he imputation was, of
course, that those who are supporting him
are likely to secede from their previous
attitude in regard to that measure and the
federal question. N ow, I do not think
that any man in this chamber, or out of
it, can have any reason to doubt my
particular attitude with respect to that
measure and cause. I had the honour,
at the Bendigo conference of the Australian Natives' Association, to move
the resolution which committed the
Australian N ati yes' AS8ociation to the
Commonwealth Bill, and I have never
since wavered in my adherence to the
federal cause. I h~ve every reason to
believe that if the honorable member who
has moved this motion sllcceeds in carrying
it (and of that I have no doubt) he will be
as loyal as any member of this House to
the federal cause. Believing that as I do,
believing him to be an honorable man, I
have no hesitation in throwing in my lot
with him, being convinced that, so far as
the federal cause is' concerned, it has
nothing whatever to fear. I hope, therefore, that the denial will be taken in the
way I give it. I say further, that, so far
as regards the future, I make bold to say
if this resolution be carried,' the country
will have no cause to regret the attitude
which the honorable member for Gippsland
North will assume in regard to the Commonwealth Bill. For the reasons I have
assigned, it i8 my intention to vote for the
resolution moved by the honorable member for Gippsland North, in order to show,
with the other honorable members who are
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supporting him, that I believe what he is
doing is in the interest of public policy
and the politics of this coulltry.
Dr. MALONEY.-I do not wish to give
a vote to-night without speaking upon
this question. It is five years sinca I last
spoke upon a motion of this kind, and I
must certainly say that since that time 1
do llOt think the Premier has ever had to
ask his henchmantoinquirehowIwasgoing
tv vote on any question. He knew there
was a platform to which I adhered, and
that I would vote in accordance with
that platform on every occasion that
was afforded. In other words, I was
sent to this Parliament to vote for measures, and not for men. N ow, sir, this
night is the only night I have ever had an
opportunity of voting as a member of a
solidarity party. It is not that we look
to the members of the present Ministry
for much, because their lapsE'S from duty,
and from what they might have done,
have been something terrible in the past;
but still the party of which I am a member
have come to the conclusion to go down
with the Premier if he is to go down, and
therefore the members of that party are
going to vote with him. I am glad to have
an opportunity of voting as a member of a
solid party, even on this question. VVe
have wanted time after time the leader of
our party to call a meeting, but this is the
first time we have had such an opportunity.
We have on this side of the House looked
to the head of the Government as our
leader for certain important measures to
which we were pledged. How have the
Government carried out their oblig~tions
in that respect ~ Did ever a more lackadaisical lot of fellows sit on the Treasury
benches ~ Some of them are mere figureheads. Has the Minister of Rail ways ever
yet given a decent answer to a question
that was put to him on the floor of this
. House ~ It seems to me very strange
t·hat the leader of the House (the
Premier) should have twitted the
honorable member who has introduced
this
motion. of want of
confidence with being the leader of the
kind of party which is likely to follow him
,on this occasion. Bat, if I have read my
HanaTd correctly, the honorable member
for Gippsland North was a liberal before
,the Premier had grown out of the swaddling
clothes of conservatism. Let the Premier
read some of the utterances of the honorable member for Gippslalid North on matters of liberal policy. I will read a quotation
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from a speech delivered by the Premier .
in support of the then Premier, the honorable member for Normanby, who, at
Caster ton, made the finest speech ever
made in the country in enunciation of,
liberal policy, and who, before he quitted
office, and whell his ship was sinking, paid
a tribute to the labour party that stands
as, perhaps, the most brilliant piece of
eloquence that has ever been heard in
this House. Speaking of one man one
vote the honorable gentleman saidIf it was brought forward earlieJ:' than that
(the third session) he would vote against it, and
he would resign if the Ministry attempted to
bring it forward.

We know how the same honorable gent,leman, when he became leader of the House,
with a strong Ministry, lashed honorable
members in this House at the end of the
Jast Parliament. r:rhe result of that was
that one of our best fighters was kept out
of Parliament. I allude to the gentleman
who is now fighting for the seat at :B'ootseray. Because he wouJd stand no humbug his presence was not desired in the
Chamber. At the time of which I speak
the Premier did not believe in women
having votes.
Now, the adult vote
is one of the principal planks of the
platform of the Labour party.
'Ve
want to see that platform carried, and
if that is done we care little who are on
the Ministerial benches. Weare not sent
here to sit still and draw £300 a year, but
to fight for the planks of the platform.
The honorable m~mber who introduced
this motion voted for women's suffrage
time and time again. I have a keen
recollection of the coolness with which
that proposal was first received in
this Chamber. It was onlv when the
votes mounted up that the Ministry took
charge I)f it, and of course since then it has
been carried repeatedly in this House. I
do not think for one moment that the
Premier is paid too much. I would 'give
my vote to double the Premier's salary,
provided he agreed at the same time to
give up his priva.te practice. Further, I
would be willing to give a pension of £300
a year to any Minister who needed it, so
as to relieve him from the chance of coming to want through the loss of his private
business. But I do resent it, and resent
it as strongly as words can do, when the
Premier stands up here and tells us what
he has lost through holding that position.
If we put the salary of the Premier in one
scale together with the honours and
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privileges he has so worthily enjoyed, and
if we put in the other scale the few paltry
hundreds of filthy lucre that he may have
lost, does any honorable member think
for a moment that the honorable gentleman, in his cooler moments, would hesitate which to accept ~ If Parliament were
only wise enough to elect its own Ministry
I should be proud. to vote for the present
Premier, and if he should fail on the present
occasion on account of his colleagues I am
very sorry for· him. We created him Premier, and if he goes down now with the
flag flying I want to see what his last
words will be, and whether the whipping
and lashing he gave us when he felt
himstlf strong enough will be repeated.
On a former occasion we were told that
when he went to the country he would
speak with no uncertain sound, but his
St. Kilda speech was very mild indeed;
perhaps his second thoughts were best.
Let us see what the Premier has done in
connexion with the second Chamber.
That Chamber has for years past blocked
every piece of liberal and democratic
legislation. vVe all know that when we
are struck on one cheek we ought to turn
the other cheek to the smiter. 1'he right
honorable gentleman has not only done
that, but he has been kicked all over his
anatomy. vVhen he sends up a Bill, the
other Chamber simply throws it out.
Why did the right honorable gentleman
not insist upon the referendum 1 He was
too timid, or rather his colleagues were
far too timid. It was. the old rhyme over
againHe turned the cheek
And ate the leek,
And then he got the kick.

We have been treated by the other Chamber with a contempt that has not been
paralleled in any other country of the
world.
Sir Charles Dilke, who is a constitutional authority, has stated that the
U prer House of Victoria is the most fearful in its treatment of the Lower Honse
of any Chamber of the civilized world.
Yet we stand it mildly.
When the
Referendum Bill was brought in, because
the honorable member in charge of
it would not be fooled any longer,
it was lost by one vote.
It has
not been introduced this session. vVe
know that the Usury Bill is not intended
to be carried this session, and where are
we to stop ~ Are we to have no legislation at all 1 Why did Ministers not take
the notice-paper and refuse to allow: any
Dr. l.£aloney.
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further legislation to be introduced, and
then work at the present list until it was
completed 1 It is not our duty to rise at
Christmas, and then to have merely a
short session to arrange for the federal
elections. When the Premier actually
stoops to taunt men in this House about
their views as to federation, what right
has he to challenge me or to say that I do
not believe in federation? I challenge
him to show that I have ever by word or
deed voted against federation. I voted
against an infamous Bill, but that Bill has
been so greatly improved since that it is
worth ten such measures as the original
Commonwealth Bill. We have it on the
authority of the present Premier of New
South 'Vales that it was owing to the
action of the Victorian delegates that the
referend urn to the people was destroyed.
If our delegates had been strong enough
we should have had the rcferendum ill its
entirety. Again, where was the Premier
w hen a question arose of the most vital
importance, affecting one-third of the
population of this country? I refer to
the Metropolitan Board of Works. lVhy
did the right honorable gentleman not
follow out what was shown day after day in
the columns of the Age? The Age showed
clearly the infamous, scandalous, and wasteful manner in which the work of the board
had been carried out. What was the
answer of the Premier to repeated requests
for an inquiry?-Put off, put off, put off.
At last he appointed a board that should
have been appointed months before. Of
course that was simply the old trick of
delav. Now as to the deficit.
Until tonight I had always credited the Premier
with having boomed the country; But
what are the facts? When the present
Government came into office in October,
1894, the deficit was £1,845,282. That
was increased to £2,194,355 at the end of
1898. ·Where was the balancing of the
exchequed Even this year, after allowing
for the large surplus, the accumulated
deficit still amounts to £1,842,928, so that
really there has. only been a saving of
£2,354 during the whole time the Government has been in office. Surely that is
not a very large decrease of the deficit.
Of course, I understand that some of the
Shiels bonds were paid off, but still the
results shown are not very satisfactory.
N ow, sir, the sweating in the Post-office,
in the Education department, in the
Penal department, and in the Railway
department is carried to the height of
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. abs~lrdity. We had a proposal here the
other day to increase one big salary alone
by £5 per week, white the poor unfortunate
letter carriers have been robbed of
their pants. Reference has been made
to old-age pensions. "Vas ever a question fooled and fribbled about as that
was ~ First of all we were told that
110 man or woman in this country should
want for food 01' clothing. The daily
papers, all honour to them, were foremost
The Age and the Arg'lts,
in the matter.
and the Herald more than either of them,
ga ve instance after instance showing the
infamy of sending men and women to gaol
because of their poverty. The splendid
pittance of Is. 6d. per week was paid to
an old woman of 70 years of age,
and she was. expected to live upon it.
The Premier himself, on the floor of the
House, spoke of the Immigrants' Home
feeding meu ·and womell at Is. less than
the cost in the workhouses in England.
,Vas that a creditable boast ~ I do not
say that he made the statement boastfully, but, in my opinion, such a condition
of things is a disgrace that should be reIf the Government get over the
moved.
present difficulty by a narrow majority, I
shall oall my constituents together, and
ask them what I am to do in regard to
the question of old-age pensions. On a
recent occasion I asked the Minister of
Lands whether certain old men should not
be allowed to earn their living as splitters
without paying £2 f01' a licence. But no;
those poor devils have no friends. The
answer I got was that if the £2 was not
charged the departme1?-t would have no
hold over the men; but it was not the fee
of £2, but the licence itself, that gave the
department its hold over the splitters.
The Minister of Lands could have agreed
to forego the fee without foregoing the
licence. But, as I have said, men in such
a position have really no friends here.
My opinion of the Attorney-General will
be fonnd expressed in the columns of
lIansard. I have nothing to withdraw.
I have the highest admiration for tbe
honorable gentleman. I regret that he
did not insist on the Usury Bill being
carried. He would endear himself to the
people of the colony if he would take up a
stronger attitude ill regard also to the referendum. I lodged my protest the other
night against the action of the AttorneyGeneral in proposing to go to England to
fight against one of our municipal councils.
T do not for a e.moment wish to deprive
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him of the pleasure of going home, but I
do object to his acting so long as he is
Attorney-General for a tram way company
that is as vile as the Tramway Company
of Melbourne. I say this, that no syndicate in America has ever obtained the
use of the streets without paying rent.
The Tramway Company ofl.Melbourne does
not pay rent, and it has been mean enough to
rob the municipalities of the rates. Only
one municipality had the courage to fight
the company. In every court up to the
Full Court the municipality won its case,
but 1l0W there is to be an appeal to the
Privy Council. I have lodged my protest
against the action of the Attorney-General,
and I will leave the matter there. If the
honorable gentleman goes to England, I
a111 afraid that we shall lose him. 'Vhen
I was in England a clever lawyer came
from America, and he remained, because he found that he could do better
there than he eould do in America. I am
afraid that the Attorney-General may remain also, and if he does democracy will
be the loser. He is the one man who
could raise the name of the great race to
which he belongs to a position of higher
respect than it occupies at the present
time. vVith regard to the motion which
is before the House, I can only say tbat I
shall east my vote with my party. Before
I sit down, I would again refer to the contemptible meanness that has been displayed with regard to the question of oldage pellsions. The plea of want of funds
has never been raised in connexion with
the payment of pensions to a class of persons who al ways had fail' hours and
decent wages. In the boom year, we paid
in pensions £168,000, and now we pay
£172,000, or a total of £340,000 a year.
The pension list is not going to decrease
as rapidly as S01118 honorable members
imagine.
In
my
opinion it will
go on increasing for
the
next
fifteen or twenty years, and it will
absorb more than the revenue obtained
from the dutios on sugar and molasses,
duties which should never have been imposed. The amount paid in pensions has
been as high as£350,000. Duringtheperiod
of twenty years it has increased from
£90,000 to £340,000, or by a quarter of a
million of money.
Martin Simonsen
would not have committed suicide if he
had been assured from p )verty in his
old age, but tbe GoVel'llm9nt say that
they cannot provide £125,000 a year out
of the general revenue for old-age pensions.

2778

Want of Confidence

[ASSEMBLY.]

in .Ministers.

The party to which I belong has agreed . activity, and his attitude towards the
on this occasion to adopt the principle of House was dignified. What a change
solidarit.y, and I shall have to vote with has come over the scene. During this
it. I am glad that we are becoming session the conduct of the Government
solid, but I do say this, that if a definite has, as the motion describes it,
promise is not made that t.he question been vacillating and weak. I should say
of old-age pensions shall be dealt with of the Government that they have been
I shall vote against the Government on a corne day, go day, God save Sunday
the next occasion. If the Government Government. They have come here on
obtain a majority, and they refuRe to pro- Tuesday afternoon looking forward to
ceed with an Old-age Pensions Bill, I vVednesday, on vVednesday they have
shall oppose them. The labour party in- been eager for Thursday, and their great
tend on this occasion to be faithful to the idea has been to reach recess, with the
Goycrnment. As I have said, they have ultimate object of getting into the Federal
agreed to adopt the principle of solidarity; Parliament.
I am glad of it, and I hope the time
Mr. BUR'l'o~.-Is that a crime ~
will come soon when they will meet with
Mr. TOUTCHER.-It is a crime of
more appreciation than has been given to selfishne8s that has been imputed to
them hitherto.
many honorable members who are now
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I do not desire to acting in opposition to the Government.
On an important The Government ha"e introduced many
give a silent vote.
occasion like this honorable members goc.'d measures, but they have not promay be actuated by private feelings ceeded with them.
They have been
or by a sense of public duty. So far . put fnto the waste-paper basket. I said
as my private feelings are concerned, my the ~ther llight, at Buninyong, that
relationship with the members of the pre- I did not believe for a moment that the
sent Government, without particularizing Government introduced the Old-age Penany of them, has been of a cordial charac- sions Bill with any degree of sincerity,
ter. But there are times in the history because it was accompanied with condiof mel! and of the country when public tions that were bound to make it unpopuduty must be divorced from private feel- lar. Any honorable member who advoing. I may say that any member who cated such a Bill on the platform would
accepts the indict.ment which has been simply be swept out of public life. Not
preferred against the Government by the only has the conduct of business by the
honorable member for Gippsland North Government in the House been weak and
must cross the floor. The motion is very feeble and vacillatii1g, but many of the
comprehensive in character, and it is quite State departments have fallen into a perstrong enough, notwithstanding what the fect state of chaos. Members of the Public
Premier has said about the weakness of Accounts Commit.tee say that they cannot
the charges, to justify any honorable get any information as to, the finances
member who believes that it is true in of the several departments, and that
fact in voting against the Government. I they are in a rotten condition. The leading
will venture to say that any Premier who officials in those departments know nothtreated such charges with indifference ing about their affairs. I can say from my
would no longer be worthy of the confi- own experience of some of the departdence of any House, and that I certainly ments that they are in a very peculiar
could not su.pport him. Two years ago I position indeed. ",Vhat do we find in the
had the honour of standing as a candidate Lands department ~ Discontent and disfor Parliament in the liberal interest, and satisfaction. Can ,ve expect loyalty from
I won my seat on liberal principles. I the officers of any department to the redid not hang on to the skirt tails of the sponsible Minister under snch circumrfurner Government.
I supported the stances ~ I say that a Minister who knew
Turner Government because their policy that there was intense discontent and diswas in accordance with my own views. I satisfaction in his department should ~t
had the greatest admiration for the excel- once have asserted his authority, and
lent work the Premier had done. I ap- swept any man away who was the cause
proved of the programme which he had of ·that discontent and dissatisfaction, eve'u
laid before the country, and I came into I if he was his mvn brother-in-law. Then
the House as one of his loyal supporters; we know tha,t we cannot obtain the inforbut in those days his policy was one of ., mation which we desire' from the Minister
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of Railways. If we have any questions have not been able to succeed, and the
to ask we are given stereotyped answers fact remains that in many of those departfrom Mr. Mathieson. We get no idea of ments there is nothing but chaos.· I had
policy from the Minister of Railways, and intended during the discussion of the
no information at all of a satisfactory Estimates to move for the appointment of
character. 'V ell might the Government another Royal commission to inquire into
say "Save me from my friends."
the state of affairs in some of the public
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear, departments.
Dr. MALONEY.-That would mean delay.
hear.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-The terms of this
Mr. TOUTCHER.-But it might be a
motion are meek and mild in comparison very profitable delay in the long run for
with the indictment that has been levelled the country if in other departments
against the Government by the honorable there in such a deplorable state of
member for Melbourne West. If I held affairs I1S the investigations of a select
the same views as the honorable member committee have exhibited in one departI should not hesitate, party or no party, ment. There is a lot of peculiar work
to follow my conscience. rrhe honorable going on in several departments, and
member says that his conscience is a thorough investigation into the working
his guide, and yet he bows to the of those departments is called for in the
principle of the solidarity of party. interests of the State. 'Ve have had the
How can the honorable member for Mel- Turner Government posing as a humanibourne West believe that the Government, tarian Government, and yet the sweating
in view of all these crimes with which they that is going on in the public departments
have been charged, can be true in future ~ at the present time would be' a disgrace
I do not believe that the Government have to any Government.
Mr. GRAY.-'V ill a change of Governbeen sincere or true, and I say that the
charges that have been levelled by the I;nent mend it ~
Mr. TOUTCHER.-That remains to be
honorable member for Gippsland North are
true in substance and in fact. Have we seen. I do not believe in the present
Government, but I do believe in the
~ot seen from night to night a weary
dreary House with no life and no energy in honorable member who will, perhaps,
it 1 rrhe honorable member for Morningtoil adorn the position of Premier of the next
said it was the great national life that was Government, because it is a well-known
fact that" the numhers are up."
~vershadowing us.
Mr. SANGs'l.'ER-That is why you are
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.,-rrhat was a pulpit
supporting the motion. You expect a
speech.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Well, if it was the portfolio, I suppose 1
Mr. TOUTCHER.-N 0, I never hesitate
great national life that was overshadowing
us, where could we look to for a leaded to take the course which I think it is right
Have we not seen one o~ two members for me to take. I am sure I should be
of the Government stretched out \vearily very sorry to approach the honorable
on the Treasury bench taking no interest member for Gippsland North, or any other
in the business, trivial questions brought gentleman whom I have confidence enough
before us from day to day, and the poor in to follow, with any such expectation
sickly miserable efforts Ministers have made I do not expect anything for myself from
to try to show that their measures ought the coming Government. I expect what
to be passed into law~ Have we not found I came here tu support, a liberal policy
the Opposit.ion helping the Government, and liberal measures, and so long as the
and the Government helping the Opposi- honorable member for Gippsland North,
tion 1 In fact there has been nothing but or any other honorable member, is prechaos. It would be a very poor Govern- pared to put liberal measures before the
ment indeed that could not do better work Honse I shall support him, even if it be
in the futUl'e than the work that has been the honorable member for Hawthorn, if
done by the 'l'urner Governme,nt during such a revolution could take place as
the present session. I have spoken about would induce that honorable member to
the disorganization in State departments. bring in liberal measures.
I know that some of the Ministers adminMr. BRowN.-It would be a revolution.
istering those departments tried to do good
Mr. TOUTCHEH.-Yes. I have spoken
service, but, unfortunately, owing to some about ~weatillg in the Government deof the officials or something else, they partments. "Vell, as I said the other
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night, I have a letcer in my pocket, and carved out for himself, by taking that
can produce it to the Chief Secretary brief from the Tramway Company-a
if he likes, from a man who is an attendant company which he knows must be a
at the Ararat asylum, and who tells me monopoly-in view of the many evils that
that, although he has a wife and family arise t.hrough the relationship of statesof seven children to support, he is only men with eompanies and monopolies in
getting from this humanitarian Govern- the United States of America. The revement £4 lOs. per month, and he adds lations that have been made in the United
that very often he has no food in the States ought to cause a man of slIch high
house. Is not that a pitiable state of character as the Attorney-General to pause
affairs in 011e of our public departments ~ before he has anything to do with a comThat man is rendering service that re- pany like the Tramway Company. I bequires great attention, and involves great lieve the Attorney-General to be absolutely
responsibility, taking care of poor de- pure as regards his taking that brief from
mented creatures confined in the asyl urn. the Tramway Company and going to EngI do not wish to reflect on the Chief Sec- land to plead before the Pri vy Council on
retary, because I know that in many behalf of that company, but. the Governcases he has done his best.
ment of Victoria are not his masters. rrhe
Sir JOHN McI:N'L'YRE.-He is the best people of Victoria are his masters, and it is
Minister in the Government.
fur t.hem to say whether they are prepared
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I must say that I to spare the Attorney-General at a most
have found him to be one of the best important period in the history of this
Ministers I have had anything to do with. country. 'Ve are told, forsooth, by the
But if you 'want to bring about an improve- Premier that the leading law officer of the
ment in the condition of those who are Crown can well be spared for a few
confined in our lunatic asyluIT}s, their sur- months, but we know that there are many
roundings must be cheerful, and they nice questions of adju~tment between State
mllst have kindly treatment from their departments and Federal departments to
attendants.
But if men are worked be settled, and in the settlement of those
unduly long hours, as the asylum warders questions we shall require the best and
are, and if they are sweated, they become most skilled legal advice we can get. The
discontented with their condition and colony is to be cut up into electoral divialtogether dissatisfied ,vith their lot, which sions, and that is a· work which can only
makes them inclined to speak harshly, be done by experienced men, who are well
instead of kindly, to the unfortunate versed in constitutional Government, like
creatures in their charge whenever their the Attorney-General. During that most
tempers are tried. That is the state of af- important transition period from State life
fairs to which someof ourasylnms have been to national life the Attorney-General and all
reduced. Seeing that all these crimes can the Ministers of the Crown will reqnire to
be laid at the door of the Government-- be at their posts, in order to. do the work
Mr. rr. Sl\U'L'H.-Crimes ~
which the people of this country expect
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Yes, crimes. I am from them. Some honorable members
sorry if the honorable member for may excuse the Government in respect of
Emerald Hill, who is one of the labour the vacillation and weakness charged
party, does not think it a crime for the against them by the honorable member for
Government to pay a man such a Gippsland North, but I was completely
miserable wage as is paid to the warder I astounded and staggered, sitting behind
have alluded to, and leave him and his the Government and looking for light and
family in a condition bordering on guidance from the leader of the House,
starvation. As to the Old-age Pensions when the Premier got up and distinctly said
Bill, I do not believe the Government there was no charge against the publishers
brought that measure forward in real of the Age and A ~lstTalasian, and I wa.s
sincerity. I have said so before, and I am still more astounded, after he had sa.id
still of that opinion. As to the'visit of that, sitting as a judge or a juryman over
the Attorney-General to England, I may them-and all his conduct from beginning
say that I have always expressed the to end showed that he absolutely believed
highest admiration for the present there was no charge, and that the accused
Attorney-General, but I think he is going were innocent men-to observe that he
to damage the great political reputation quietly sat down and voted for the impriand the great national career that he has sonment of those innocent men. I told
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several honorable members at the time that
if anybody got up and moyed a vote of
want of confidence in the Government, aye,
even if it was the leader of th~ Opposition,
liberal as I was, I would vote for it, because
I had lost faith in my leader.
Mr. ANDERSON.-You voted with the
Premier Oll that occasion.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-It might be just as
well for the honorable member for Melbourne East (Mr. Anderson) not to say too
much.
Mr. ANDERsoN.-I do not want you to
give me any advice; you had better say
little about that.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member will please address himself to the q uestion.
Mr. TOUTUHER.-I certainly voted as
the honorable member has said, but I
voted ill accordance with my convictions,
because I believed with my limited experience and limited knowledge of constitutional government that a distinct breach
of privilege had been committed, and I
was ready to prove the courage of my
belief by voting for the motion of the
hono1':1ble member for Brighton. I have
no longer faith in the Government, and I
am not going to snpport a Ministry who
have forfeited my confidence.
I have
heard several honorable members say they
are in favour of the present Government,
bnt what have they said to me and to
other honorable members privately--that
they would be found among the supporters
of the motion of the the honorable member for Gippsland North.
Mr. McGREGOR.-Name them.
Mr. TOU1.'CHER. - No, I will not do
that.
I have tried as briefly as possible
to give my reasons for taking a stand
against the Government. I won my.seat
on liberal principles, and as a supporter of
the policy which the present Government
initiated at the last general election, but
I say that that policy has been departed
from. Instead of a policy of humanitarianism we have a policy of sweating,
and instead of a policy of bold progressive
legislation, we have a policy of masterly
inactivity. If the Premier had continued
the splendid leadership he gave us a few
years ago, he would have been able to put
on the statute· book every law he desired
to pass, because he had a splendid following, and most loyal support.
Mr. BENNETT. - Loyal support from
ratters. Why, half-a-dozen men like you
would ruin any Government.
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Mr. BRow~.-The sting has gone home.
Mr. TOUTCHER. - The honorable
member for Richmond (Mr. Bennett) may
be a rat himself, as far as I know.
Mr. BENNE'rT.-I have never been one
yet:
Mr. TOUTCHER-Wel1, I will not say
any more about it, because the honorable
member is generally so fair.
rrhe SPEAKER-I understood the honQl'able member was about to terminate his
speech.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Certainly, butIhave
been led away from the track by interjections, which have probably been evoked
because my remarks were, perhaps, too
telling on some honorable members not
very far from me.
Mr. BENNET'r.-They have had no effect
at aU.
Mr. 1.'OUTCHER.-I believe that the
people of the colony will look carefully
into this matter, and see the motives
which have actuated members in taking
the same stand as I have done to-night,
and working for progressive legislation,
and a bold masterly policy, instead of the
weak miserable inaction we have had to
witness for some time past, and I believe
that they will honour the honorable member for Gippsland North and those who
follow him on the present occasion.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-It is not my
intention to allow this motion to be carried
withon t expressing my opinion.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-" To be carried."
Hear, hear.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-The honorable
member need not be too sanguine. It is
not my desire, I say, to allow this division
to be taken, no matter what the result
may be, without expressing my opinion
with regard to the motion that has been
moved, and the honorable member who
has moved it. I do not intend to imitate
the example of men who once occupied
this Treasury bench who had a solid
and substantial support behind them of
men who would have encouraged them to
fight, and, who if they had fought, would
have won triumphantly, if they had carried
on the debate in the manly way in which it
ought to have been carried on. But those
men would not only not stand up and
fight and defend their own position, but
they would not allow their gallant supporters to hold them up and fight their
battles for them. I do not intend to be
swept from this Treasury bench like a
dumb dog without saying a word. What
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has astonishfld me more than anythiug
else is that this motion, couched in the
language in which it is framed, should have
come from the honorable member for
Gippsland North. It was only during this
session of Parliament that I heard that
honorable member ·state in a public
place that this colony would enter into a
splendid transaction if it appointed the
present Premie~' to a permanent position
as the custodian of the finances of this
country, and that it would be cheap if we
paid him £20,000 a year for the work.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-And you did not
understand the joke.
·Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-It is all very
well for honorable members to pass it off
as a joke, but I know it was not a joke,
and I know there is no politician in
Australia to-day of whom the honorable
member for Gippsland North has a better
opinion than he has of the Premier.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-And of you ~
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-The honorable
member can say what he likes about me;
I do not care a snap of the fingers
for his opinion~ and I have been
sufficiently long in this House to know
and va.lue the opinion of honorable members. The Premier and the Government
have been accused of vacillation and
weakness. Now, let me ask the memQers
of this House what influence it must have
had on the Government when they have
known the last twelve months at least,
that supporters, or pretended supporters,
were only waiting for the first opportunity of turning them out of office ~ It
is all very well for members to say there
has been no intriguing. We have known
that there are members on this side of the
House, who, although they have pretended
to be friendly, have yet in their hearts
had the most rankling venom against the
Government it was possible to conceive.
We have known as certainly as anything
cou'ld be known, that those men were
only waiting for an opportunity-and they
have themselves expressed that-to relegate the Government to obscurity. Those
members have been sitting on this side of
the House, and it has not been because of
what has taken place duriug the last
month, or the last six weeks, or even
during the last six months, that they are
now opposing the Government. vVe have
known exactly their feelings with regard to
the Government for a very ~ong period, and
it did not matter whether the Government
did well or ill, or what the Government
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did, those honorable members were determined to take the first opportunity that
was afforded of ousting them from office.
·Why, Ihaveheardoneofthoseverymembers
who is going to support this motion tonight, in consoling a member of the
Government for the loss of the vVornen'sFranchise Bill, say-" Never mind, old
man j cheer up. If you didn't have that
Bill in the future, what other great liberal
measure would be left in reserve ~ vVhy,
if you passed that Bill there would be 'no
great legislative measure left for the
liberal party to include in their programme." N ow, sir, I ask if it is an
indication of vacillation and weakness that
this Government have settled once and for
all some of the most important measures
that have been advocated in this country
for years past ~ As to the Water Bill, the
Government considered at the beginning
of this session, and many honorable members thought so too, that that Bill in itself
was a tremendous task, a great undertaking, and that if it were properly and
satisfactorily carried through it would, in
itself, be a most important ,york for the
session.
The honorable member for
Korong has spoken of trusts not having
been fairly treated in that Bill ; but if we
had based our measure on the propositions of the report of his own commission,
it would not have been half as liberal as
the Bill which has now practically become
law.
Mr. L.ANGDON.-It would have been more
even and more just.
.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-Then with regard to the Factories Act Amendment
Bill, I would remind honorable members
that we experimented three years ago on
factory legislation, and the Government
have brought down a Bill to make permanent that great piece of social legislation
whichin itself is destined to lift the working
community of this colony to a much higher
level than it has ever occupied before.
Honorable members say that the Government are sweaters. Let me ask them,
if sweating is in the Government service
to-day, what was the state of affairs four
or five years ago when the present Government took office 1 I say, speaking with a
full knowledge of the facts, that the sweating which is in the service now is nothing
to be compared with what it was when
the present Government took office. In the
Railway department alone the lower-paia.
branches of the service are receiving today £120,000 in wages more than they
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received in 1894; and I assert without
hesitation that if the financial condition
of this colony had warranted it measures
would have been passed to remedy
many of the grievances that have been
complained of for years. But hono!able
members kno\y very well that no proper
opportunity has been afforded to the
Government to remedy those things.
Until this last year we had almost in
every instance a deficit in the revenue,
and. the cry everywhere was-" Square the
finances first, and then talk about redressing the grievances in the public
service." The Governmentarenow tackling
this matter in real earnest. Honorable
members may say that they have only
done that because there were rumours of
a no-confidence motion; but I assert that
months before there was any idea or
rumour of such a motion beinp: submit.ted,
this matter was earnestly undertaken by
the Government, and I can assure honorable members that there are no members
of the House who have greater sympathy
for the lower-paid officers of the public
service than the members of the present
Government. I was certainly very greatly
surprised at the honorable member for
Ballarat "\Vest ( Mr. Kirton) attacking the
Government for the manner in which
they were dealing with the Mildnra Railway. I really could not for the life of
me understand. how a man could be so
oblivious of the part he took in having
that rail way recommitted to the Rail ways
Standing Committee for reconsideration.
Why, sir, it was at the special request of
that honorable member and his constituents, who urged continually, and
threatened I do not know what, unless
some further opportunity was given for
considering the question of routes, that
the matter was again referred to the
Railways Standing Committee. They.
even complained of me for having the
line permanently surveyed, anJ for
attempting to bring about with all
earnestness and sincerity an early settlement of that great question.
They
stormed right and left that they should
have another opportunity of Stl bmitting
further evidence to the committee, so that
a proper route might be selected that would
be in the interests of the country at large.
Mr. LEVIEN.-They squeezed you.
Mr. H. R. "\VILLIAMS. - I would 'ask
honorable members if there was no reason
for delay in connexion with the Mildura
Rail way ~ I would ask honorable members
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whether they are prepared, willy nilly, to
spend £304,000 on a railway which, according to all the reports we can get
through the Railways Standing Committee
and through our own expertf:l, will as sure
as destiny land this country in a deficit of
£10,000 a year for at least fifteen years to
come~

Mr. LEVIEN.-And your Premier promised to deal with it the very first thing
next session.
Mr. H. R. -WILLIAMS.-We proposed
to give honorable members an opportunity
of saying whether the development of that
part of the country was justifiable, even
though at a sacrifice of £10,000 a year. It
may be considered from a political point of
view, and from a developmental point of
view, to be expedient to construct that railway, seeing that Mildura has been settled
under quasi-governmental auspices, even
though it entails the cost I have just
stated, in order that that part of the colony
may be brought into communication with
Melbourne. But I ask is there any reason
for rushing into an expenditure of
£304,000 in order to connect that settlement with Melbourne, with the result
of being landed in a defieiency of some
£9,000 or £10,000 a year for at least
fifteen years to come ~ The honorable
member for Ballarat "\Vest also referred to
the signalmen in the Railway department,
who have been forced to work more than
eight hours in the signal-boxes. I may
say that there is nothing transpiring in the
Rail way department with regard to that
matter which does not obtain in all the
rail way systems of Australia. Everyone
of these signal-boxes has been classified,
according to the work. performed, and
according to the importance of the signalbox, and salaries have been attached to
the signalmen
according
to
the
hours that are worked in ~those boxes.
That is, the rates of pay were fixed according to work done and the hours demanded of the men in those boxes. In
other words, wages have been fixed according to the duties performed and the importance of the boxes the men are in. That
is done everywhere. It is done in South
Australia, in Queensland, and in New
South Wales.
. Mr. AUS'l'IN.-They have put all the
Governments .out in those places lately.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-That has not
been done on this 8core.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE. -But it has been
done all the same.
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Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-In Victoria
onr men work in the metropolit.an boxeswith the exception of one box at Spencerstreet, which is a mere passenger shunting box-eight hours.
In New South
Wales they work nine hours and ten
minutes; in Queensland nine hours,
and in South Australia eight hours. In
certain country districts in this colony
the men work eight hours, in South Aus·
tralia nine hours and ten minutes, in
Queensland nine hours, and in South Australia eight hours. In all these boxes I
find that hours are less in Victoria than in
any of the other colonies of the continent.
Now, sir, if eight hours were to be
enforced the commissioner says that
salaries will have to be re·arranged. He
says the salaries of these boxes have
been arranged according to the honrs
worked, and if we are to alter the
hours it will be necessary for us to
recMt the salaries. Our salaries are now
paid because in some cases the men work
ten hours, and because the work is intermittent. All these boxes are classified
with a view of paying the men according
to the work done. 1'hat is the reason why
the commissioner has done this, and I say
it is a good and valid reason, and honorable members cannot complain if what is
done here is done in all the other Australian colonies in regard to rail way employes.
Now, I was surprised at the statement
made by the mover of this motion in regard to Major-General Downes. I do know
a little-Mr. MOUIJE.-A very little.
Mr. H. H. WILLIAMS.-About military matters. I have been associated with
the Defence department for the last eight
or nine years as one who has volunteered to
defend Her Majesty's cause in this colony,
and I say, unhesitatingly, that no injustice
is done to Colonel Bingham by the appointment of Major -General Downes.
Honorable members say that MajorGeneral Downes is 65 years of age. Why,
the best military men the world has ever
seen were older than that. ·What was the
age of Von Moltke when the great FrancoPrussian war took place ~ If you go
through the list of the men in the British
Army to-day who are intrusted with impOl'tant commissions, you will find that
their ages very frequently are beyond 65.
Mr. MouLE.-It is not the age, you
miss the point.
Mr. H. R ·WILLIAMS.-The men upon
whom England relies for leading her
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armies in fighting all her battles are
nearly all older than Major-G€neral
Downes- To say that he is not a person
qualified to fill the temporary position for
about eight or nine months is absurd.
Sir JOHN McINTYR~.-It is not a question of age. You know that.
Mr. H. R ·WILLIAMS.-That has
been an objection that has been raised.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-It is a question
of active service.
Mr. H. R vVILLIAMS. - MajorGeneral Downes was in active service up
to 1892 and 1893. Honorable members
can see his own letter in the Argus, in
which he makes that statement.
Mr. LEVIEN.-H e has been in retirement
for the last fifteen years.
Mr. H. R WILLIAMS.-That is not
true. He has been on acti ve service
within the last fifteen years. 'Vith regard
to Colonel Bingham, I do not wish to
depreciate in the slightest degree the
English oilicers who have been sent out
here to educate our men in military
matters. I do not desire to impugn his
ability or anything of the kind. But I
say this, without any fear of contradictior.,
that when Colonel Bingham was brought
to this colony, he was engaged for a distinct and specific purpose, and if he
does not perform those duties, then he is
not required in the colony. An artillery
officer was reg'arded as essential, and
Colonel Bingham was selected in England
for the purpose of teaching artillery and
gunnery.
Mr. LEvIEN.-The Premier says he has
not done it; then,' why have you not sent
him back 1
Mr. H. n. vVILLIAMS.-For some
reason he reported that it would be better
that men should be sent to New South
Wales for instruction in artillery instead
of instructing our own men at our own
guns.
Mr. GUJLIEs.-That is not all the
story.
Mr. H. R WILLIAMS .-That is the
story upon the records of the Defence
department. I said, when I looked into
the matter, " Were these guns in Sydney
more modern than ours in Victoria~" But
I found that they were not modern, and
that our men were sent over there to carry
on practice with obsolete guns.
Mr. LEVIEN:-You are condemning your
own administration.
Mr. H. R WILLIAMS,-We had a
major-general here in command of the
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f()rces, and the civil administration could
not interfere with him in a matter of that
kind. But Colonel Bingham, at any rate,
was asked by the Minister of Defence
whether he had carried out certain instructions and given certain lessons and lectures
in artillery practice. He could not point
to one iustance where he had given any of
the instruction for which he was brought
to this colony.
Mr. MouLE.-That is a very lame statement, because he has given the very best
instruction at the guns themsel ves.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-He has not
given the lectures and instructions for
which he was appointed.
Mr. MouLE.-He has given the very
best instruction military men here have
ever had at the gUllS.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-I believe that
Colonel .Bingham is a good officer, but he
is above the rank of the kind of man we
wanted in this colony for the purpose of
giving instruction in gunnery.
Mr. GILLIEs.-That is not correct, and
I speak as one who authorized his appointment.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-Theri the correspondence in the department, according to the honorable gentleman'S
statement, is not true. There were
certain conditions in connexion with
Colonel Bingham's engagement, that he
was to do certain things. He was asked
by the Minister of Defence if he had performed those duties. He was to have given
lectures and done the other work which
was specified in the agreement.
Mr. GILLIEs.-Some night I will tell
you the story.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-I hope the
honorable member will tell it.
I am
certain that the country will indorse '."hat
has been done in connexion with the
appointment to the military command.
'Ve know that the defence forces of the
colony will soon be federalized, and some
officer will be appointed in command, and
it matters very little indeed as to who
may be appointed to the position of Commandant in the meantime.
Mr. GILLIES.-I do not desire to go into
the question at all, but I will say that
when the time comes I shall be able to
~eil the story of the appointment of
Colonel Bingham and all connected with
it; and I will venture to say that there
will not be a word of what I shall say
that is not borne out by the records in the
Session 1899.-[185]
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office. I do not discuss the latter part of
the question at all.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-All I can say
is that it is very singular that no one else
who has gone through the correspondence
takes a different view of it to what I do.
Mr. GILLIES.-It is all there.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMs.-rrhc correspondence with regard to the appointment
of Colonel Bingham has been read by the
Cabinet, and they do not see anything
such as is hinted at by the honorable geutleman. 'With regard to the administration of my own department, it has been
said that the Minister of Railways has
been more ornamental than useful.
Surely honorable members know that
they passed an Act qf Parliament in order
to assign to the Minister and commissioner
certain duties, defining exactly the
powers to 'be exercised by these two
authorities.
Honorable members put
qnestions to me about the internal
management of the railways-about the
appointment of this man, and the way
that mal! has been treated j but honorable
members mllst know that, in matters of
that kind, the commissioner is declared,
by Act of Parliament, to have complete
and final control.
Mr. SHIELS.-You have been very unfairly treated. I have said that over and
over again.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-Every Minister
who has been in the Railway department
knows that I have been unfairly treated.
Mr. SHIELS.-I have felt sympathy for
you often.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-If I were to
perform the duties some honorable members say I S}lOllld perform, I should
be offending against the Act of Parliament, and should be usurping the functions of the man placed there to manage
the Victorian Railways. As long as that
Act remains upon the statute-book, so
long will I obey it. Honorable members
may say what they like in disparagement of my ability, but when I left the
Mines department, in 1883, I had the
highest compliment paid me by the officers
of that department, and was assured that
there was not a man in the department but admired the way it had been
managed during my tenure of office there.
If honorable members say that the Minister
of Railways is not capable of doing this
and doing that, I ask-incapable of doing
what ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Anything.
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Mr. H. R. \VILLIAMS.-Incapable of
doing what he is not allowed to do under
the law. That is reallv the matter. I
am glad to say that the chairman of
the Railways Standing Committee (Mr.
Cameron) and myself have been on the
most intimate and friendly relations in
regard to the department. Notwithstanding the number of matters that have been
referred to me, can the honorable member
say, as to the way the information has
been supplied and the general dealings of
the Minister with him and his committee
in the branch for which I am responsible,
that I have shown myself incapable 1
Mr. UAlIfERO"N".-I say you have done
your duty wonderfully \vell.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I am glad to
have that testimony' from the honorable
member. In my relations with the Railways
Standing Committee where I am called
upon to act, the honorable member says I
have done remarkably well, and I am
quite sure that the honorable ~ember
kpows that I have been fair and above
board.
Mr. CRAvEN.-Hear, hear.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I have never
hidden or tried to hide one thing from the
committee that they ought to know.
Mr. CAnIERoN.-Hear, hear.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.:-To say the
Minister of Railways is incapable because
he does not take upon himself the management of the department is simply out·
rageous. Many matters that have been
referred to me by members of this House
have received my immediate attention.
For instance, I went down to the constituency of the honorable member for
Warrnambool, and I never saw before such
a disgraceful state of things existing in
any town of Victoria as existed in an important place like Warrnambool. I found
there a few ramshackle places of a miserable character doing duty as a railway
station. When I came back I said in the
department-" Has no provision been
made for the proper railway station at
WarrnambooB" I was informed-" No."
I said that provision ought to be made,
and though I had no power to interfere,
I urged upon the commissioner personally
that he ought to make provisjon for it.
I say that in matters of that kind, whereever I could, I endeavoured to use my
influence with the commissioner to get him
to make those provisions that I thought
the community demanded.
u
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Ml'. :M.URRAY.-You might add that
through the incapacity of the railway
officials that building cost 30 per cent.
more than it should have done.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-The honorable
member kno\vs that some little unpleasantness took place afterwards about the selection of the stone, and, no doubt, the building would have been much cheaper if
Warrnambool stone had been used.
Mr. MURRAY.--I allude to the foundaThey dug down into the solid
tion.
stone, and then filled it up again.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-This is "stonewalling" altogether.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-It is not "stonewalling." If the honorable member thinks
it is, he is making a great mistake. I am
sure that honorable members generally do
not think 80. The honorable member for
Maldon should not be offensive in that
way.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I have supported
you when your friends were against you.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-As soon as
these railway lines were passed by this
House, did any unnecessary delay take
place in the construction of them? I say
that in no one instance has the Minister
been responsible for any delay in the
starting of the works, when once the
House has authorized the construction
of lines. I say without hesitatioI!-and
I care not what honorable members may
say-that they shall not vote in condemnation of me without my being heard.
The members of the Government do not
intend to remain silent whilst a motion of
this kind is being debated, which is supposed to turn the Government out of
office, and to put a stigma upon them
when I am sure they do not deserve it.
I do not care what may happen upon this
occasion. There is no man for whom I
have a greater esteem than my honoured
chief. I have heard politicians of other
countries say that Victoria will never
realize the worth of the man who has control of her destinies until she loses him.
Then the people will find out, and that to
their sorrow. The colleagues of the right
honorable gentleman know that he has
worked night and day, that he has never
rested in anything that he has undertaken, and that he has not allowed even
the smallest detail to escape him. I know
that the men who are responsible for the
finances of the Rail way department assert
unhesitatingly that, of all the men they
have had to do with, they never had a.
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man, during the whole history of the department, '.vho has had such a grasp and
insight into the business as my ·honoured
chief. I have heard similar testimony all
round, and I say that if he is going to
submit to a resolution of this kind without
a word being said in his favour, I intend
to say it and to say it emphatically. I
say that this colony does not know all it
owes to my honoured chief in the trying
work he has had to perform during the
past five years. I do not intend to make
any lengthened remarks, but I certainly
had no intention of allowing this vote to
take place without uttering the few words
I have uttered. Personally, I am quite
unconcerned about the result. I certainly
feel, notwithstanding anything that may
be said, that if I have to leave the Railway
department, I shall leave it with the
consciousness that. my hands are clean,
that no shady transactions, no dishonesty
or chicanery of any kind has ever taken
place in the department in the smallest
particular to my knowledge during my
term of office. I have said repeatedly
during the last few days that I shall be
able to leave the department with a clear
conscience, feeling that so far as I have had
opportunity and occasion to act, I have
acted in the strictest accordance with
equity, and integrity, and uprightness.
If I have ,to go, J. shall go with the approval of my conscience, and I shall feel
that I leave the department without the
slightest stain, so far as I know, upon my
adminiatration.
Mr. LEVIEN.-You had better marry the
Attorney-General.
.
_
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS. - I am not
going to say anything about the AttorneyGeneral. I am defending myself, and I
think the Attorney-General is quite able
to defend himself. I do not think it is
necessary for me to say anything nlore, bu t
I do say this, that I hope that honorable
members will pause well as to what they
are about. It has been said that this
Government has lost the confidence of
this House. But, sir, I have traVelled far
and wide in this colony, and I say without
any hesitation that this Government was
never stronger in the affections of the
people than it is to-day, and if it has
lost the confidence of honorable members,
it may be found that it has not lost the
confidence of the country.
Sir JOHN McIN'I.'YRE.-I said the same
thing before the Patterson Government
was defeated.
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Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-Yes, but you
were living in a state of blindness and did
not know what the people outside were
saying. So far as the honorable member
for Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton) is concerned, why, sir, that honorable member
was down on his marrow bones repenting
in sackcloth and ashes and swearing
eternal fealty to the present Government.
He would never desert the Government.
again, and he came back to the fold
clothed and in his right mind. No Government, in his opinion, was like the
Turner Government. Now, we find the
honorable member simply following in the
bad old ways, conforming to the bent of his
mind, and returning, like the sow that was
washed, to the wallowing in the mire. I
do not hesitate for a moment to say that
those men who criticise the present Government, and say they have got very
little worth, or very little ability-Mr. MouLE.-Some of them.
Mr. H. R. 'VILLIAMS.-I would say to
those honorable mem bers.
To your own breasts in quest of worth repair.
And blush to find how poor the stock is there,

i say that if those honorable members were
to be weighed, if they were to be compared
with the members of the present Government, why, they would kick the beam so
violently that they ~vould never find their
equilibrium again. To hear the honorable member for Ballarat West (Mr.
Kirton) comparing himself for one mom~nt with the members of the present
Government was enough to make anybody blush. Then there is the dove
of .Ararat again. 'Why, he had not been in
Parliament three months before he wanted
to be a Minister. He was looking around for
a change of Government to see what chance
he had of a portfolio. Fancy his chance,
now! Of all the delusions in the world,
to think that he is likely to have the
slightest chance in the new Government 1
Why, the thing is utterly ridiculous. And
then the honorable member for Ballarat
West-good Lord! Of all the rank delusions in the world, of all the inconceivable
conceits, to think that the honm/able
member for Ballarat West is to be included
in this great Government that is to revolutionize the affairs of this colony-that is
to infuse fresh energy and fresh life into
the great liberal party! That great liberal
party, ill a body, is to take its place on the
other side of the House, and the great
conservative party is to come over here,
and surround the new liberal Government
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with mighty influence. Then we are to
have a new spirit breathed into the Government of this colony. Of all the inconceivable conceits and nonsense that were
ever heard, this is the worst. Why, the
thing is simply absurd-simply ridiculous.
I could travel over other matters and review them one by one, but. I know that in
their hearts the only real objection that
honorable members have to the Government is that they have been in office too
long, and that they ought to give place to
them.
Mr. STAUGHToN.-Look at your" own
poli tical career.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-My political
·career is as good as yours.
Mr. S'I'AUGHToN.-Is it ~ I remember
w hen you were called Judas.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-Many a gooll
man has been called that. I do not intend
to continue my remarks any longer. I
could not have said less than I have done.
I feel that, as Minister of Railways, I have
done my duty, and I care very little what
the result of this motion may be.
Mr. VALE.-I would like to know if
honorable members have ever been in a
penny gaff, because as a rule the play
winds up with loud noise and thunder. It
strikes me that history is repeating itself
in this Chamber to-night. I certainly was
surprised at the marvellously mild attack
made upon the Government by the honorable member for Gippsland North, but I
was still more astounded at the defence
made by the Premier. Some of his remarks stl'1lck me as being extremely
strange to a somewhat old politician.
He bitterly complained of ingratitude,of the gross ingratitude of the honorable
member for Gippsland North.
Now, I
take it for granted that if there was
any gratitude due by the honorable member for Gippsland North, it must be
that some one had been guilty of corruption, for'the simple reason that no gratitude could be due, unless that honorable
member had received more than he was
honestly and justly entitled to. We are
told to beware of coalitions. I remember
sitting on the other side of the House
"wheu the numbers increased one by one,
and when we collared the supporters of
the Patterson Government. I take it that
you could scarcely have had a more palpable coalition than that which oocurred
when the Tllrner Government was formed,
and when two old radicals like Vale and
Williams sat side by side with Sir
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Frederick Sargood and another equally
conservative member of the Upper House.
That is no j llstificatiQu whatever. Then
we have heard the pleading of the Premier; how he has considered the poor
men in the waterless districts, and how
he desired to relieve them of their burdens.
He did not, however, say one word of the
tax he is imposing on the rest of the community, nor of the hundreds and thousands
of persons living on a miserable pittance
ill the bark huts in the gullies of Bendigo,
whose water rates have been increased,
nor of the occupants of the small houses in
Geelong who are also to be charged double
rates.
1'he right honorable gentleman
stated that the administration of the
Government had been wonderfully good.
The Minister of Railwitys disclaimed any
responsibility so far as the Railway
department was concerned; everything is
on the shoulders of the Hailways Commissioner. I take it, for granted that in
making that statement the honorable
gentleman was simply shirking the question.
He was placed in his present
position to see that the Railway's Comrnissioner did his work in a fair and
bnsiness-like manner. But what has the
Rail ways Commissioner done 1 He has
increased rates by doing away with services that the people had a fair right to
demand, and by depriving private enterprise of legitimate conveniences.
A few
weeks ago I was in a colony that is supposed to be the Ciuderella of the Australian group. There the rail ways can be
taken to the mines. Although they are
running through a waterless district, goods
can be carried at ~d. per ton per mile.
The Premier had, I might almost say,
the impertinence to demand that we
should find £12,500 to subsidize the
Railway departmen t for carrying coal,
although Western Australia carries
minerals at the same rate as it was proposed to charge here for coal. N OW,w ho is
responsible for the administration of the
Railway department 1 I contend that
the Minister is responsible, and not the
Railways Commissioner or Parliament.
We placed the Minister in his position in
order that he might see that the Hailways
Commissioner managed the department
aright.
We have been told that the
Attorney-General can well be spared. vVell
I believe that he can well be spared, in
fact, from what I have seen of the Government, I believe that every Minister can
be spared with the excepti<?n of the
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Premier. I do not think that there has
, ever been a Government in Victoria that
has had so autocratic a Premier as the
right honorable gentleman who now
holds that office. rrhe Premier speaks of
the administration of the Government..
'Some honorable members like myself have
had a bitter and painful experience in
interviewing the Minister of Lands.
I
may mention one case as a fair example.
A man who is a colonist of 40 years was
ill. The doctor told him that if his life
was to be saved he might require medical
ansistance at half-an-hour's notice. rI'he
Minister of LanJs refnsed a concession
that was asked for on my application, but
the same concession was granted to another
man. How pleasant. it is for Members of
Parliament to Iln~ergo that experience.
About the Mines departm8nt, I am afraid
to open my mouth. Why, it is a notorious
fact amongst mining men that that department is managed on pawnbroking
principles.
Its chief aim seems to be
to shift the machinery and to smash up
the companies.
Then the Government
claim consideration on account of the
measures that they
have ·passed.
Well, it might be imagined from the
numoer of lawyers in Parliament
at the present time, that the Government
have done good work for the legal profession. A multiplicity of Bills that no
ordinary commercial or business man
can understand has been passed, and
people have had to go to the lawyers time
after time to have these measures interpreted for them. I admit that, in connexion with the Factories Act, the Government have done good work; but what
shall we say about the revision of the Tarifn
I clefy any protectionist to point to a
single manufactory that has extended its
operations since t.hat revision was made.
There are establishments in Melbourne
now employing ten persons which before
employed 50. No douLt, I must accept some of the blame, but then I was a
dumb dog in the team. I am not quite sure
that the Premier was not wise in muzzling
his snpporters. After the exhibition we
have witnessed to-night, I am almost
forced to the conclusion, that the quieter
the Premier keeps his colleagues the better.
What other measures can the Government
boast of 1 Reference has been made to the
Land Act. It is said, in the Ballarat district, that the Mallee Land Act has served
the purposes of two or three private speclllators far better than it has served the
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purposes of the absolute selectors. As for
the Land Act itself, many persons who
have been in occupation of bush lands for
ten or twelve years-who have spent hundreds and thousands of pounds-are so
thoroughly dissatisfied with that Act that
they are prepared to sacrifice all the time
that they have given and all the money
that they have expended. And yet the Government boast of what they have done for
the settlers. There is one other statement
to which I must take except'ion. We
are told that honorable members are
hungry and greedy for office, but may we
not say that there may be on the part of
Ministers the same sort of hunger and
greed to retain office 1 I was not prepared
to give a silent vote. I do say that the
Government have no special claim to the
consideration of Parliament. As to the
feeling of the country, I have tested it by
every means in my power. I find that the
Turner Government are almost entirely
supported by the very men who supported
the Patterson Government. I used the
other day words which I will 110W repeat.
The handwriting is on the wall, and the
days of the Turner Government are
numbered.
Mr. MUH,PHY.-H,eference has been
made to Ballarat, and I mnst, therefore,
say j llst a few words. Ballarat is the first
inland centre in Victoria, and as 1 have
told the Premier before, he has done it
great inj lIstice in regard to the water question. I have no vindictive feelings against
the Government, but in connexion with
this matter we have to consider the
interests of the colony as a whole, and to
deal out even-handed justice.
In my
opinion the Government should be sent
into oblivion. There is the Minister of
Railways. If he had only displayed in the
administration of his department the hackbone that he has exhibited to·night on the
floor of the House, it would have been
better for him and better for the country.
Being a good preacher and a 8llndayschool teacher, he can talk well, and can
make black appear white. 'When a line of
railway was proposed for my own district,
the honorable gentleman after inspecting
the ground gave me an assurance that he
would do so-and-so. But what happened 1
I had to use all the influence I possessed,
and to get the Bill that I introduc-ed carried
against the Governmellt. I was prepared
to guarantee that that line would pay 10
or 12 per cent. on the cost of its constrnction. But the Premier, not content
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with the opposition he offered to it in this
House, sought to influence another place.
I succeeded, however, in getting the support of another place, and I defeated the
Government. I say that it is time that a
Premier who can act in such a way should
have rest. I know nothing about the
new Government. I am not going to
follow boys, but I shall be prepared to
give the new Govcrnmen t an opportunity
of showing of what it is capable. If it
fails to do its duty, then it must be
turned out. 'Vith regard to Ballarat, I
say that it owes nothing to the present
Government, and I have no apology to
offer for the vote which I intend to give.
If my own brother were a member of
the Government., I should vote straight
agaitlst them. I have sat in this House as
an independent member, and I have support.ed the Governm~nt on every fair and
honest measure which they have introduced, often against my own party. Now,
I shall certainly vote against the Government, and give them the rest which they
so much need after their five years of hard
graft.
Mr. GRAY.-I think it desirable to
offer a few remarks in explanation of
the vote I am about to give to-night. TIle
question we have now to consider is of the
greatest importance. An indictment has·
been brought against the Government by
the honorable member for Gippsland
North, and we have to determine whether
it is snfficiently serious to warrant us in
turning out the Government. It seems
to me that the whole question is this,
whether the present Premier should lead
the House, or whether he should be
succeeded by the honorable member for
Gippsland North. If we have to make
a choice, I do say that, much !lS I respect
the honorable memher for Gippsland
North,
the Premier has acq ui tted
himself so well that he is entitled
still to my vote and support. I intend,
therefore, to vote for the Government.
I believe that the Premier is still the right
man for the position, but I would like to
call the attention of the House to a significant fact. Certain members have stated
to-night-notably, the honora-ble member
for Arara.t and the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Mr. Kirton), that for some
time past there has been dissatisfaction
with this Government, and that Ministers
have not been able to carryon the busiDess of the House in a proper manner;
that the Government has been for some
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time past, in short, incompetent, and not
worthy of support. 'VeIl, if that is the case,
it is a pity honorable members did not say
so before. How do they explain this singular fact that, at the by-elections that have
taken place, the candidates returned have
been men who were pledged to support
the Government ~ If the Turner Government is unpopular in the country, how do
they account for the fact that everyone
of the five candidates for Grenville is
pledged to support the Government ~
Sir JOHX McIN'l'YBE.- 'Vhy, bless yonI'
heart, the Patterson Government won
every seat at every by-election, and yet
they were licked.
Mr. GltA Y.-All the candidates announced for Footscray have declared
themselves supporters of the present
Government. These facts indicate, as far
such things carl' do so, that the Turner
Government has still the confidence of the
country. I certainly believe that they
have. I do not think that a public meeting in any part of Victoria would condemn tho Turner Government, either
as regards their administration or
their conduct of the business of this
House. One thing has struck me as
remarkable-namely, that while the
administration of the Government has
beeD: attacked, the personal ability of
three prominent members of the Goyernment has been praised by almost
every member who has addressed the
House.
'fhe Premier, the Chief Secretary, and the Attorney-General have
been praised by the opponents of the
Government, as well as by those who sit
behind the Ministry, but who are going to
be rats on this occasion. In view of the
fault-finding that has been levelled at
departments administered by those honorable gentlemen, the position of their
assailants seems to me to be inconsistent.
I have been just AoS strong in my condemnation of sweating in the public service as any othel.· honorable member.
There is no doubt that sweating does
exist in some depEj,rtments of the State,
but those honorable members who have
urged that fact on the aUention of
the Honse to-night, as I have done before,
must admit that sweat.ing does not exist
to the same exteut as it did at the time the
Patterson Government was in power,
.and when wo consider the trying financial
times that the present Governmellt have
had to go through, we can surely see that,
had the times been better, the Turner
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Government would have done more for
the lower-paid officers in the public service than they have done.
While I
admit that all that could have been dOlle
has not been done, generally speaking,
there are exceptions, and I feel that the
three members of the Government
whom I have named are competent to
I do
administer all their departments.
not believe that any other members
in this House could have administered
tho£e departments better than they have
done, and, as one who was returned to
support the Turner Government, I cannot go back on my election pledges, and
the promises I made to my constituents.
It ma.y be said that we were returried to
support measures, and not men, but that
only holds good when the Government we
are returned to follow have abandoned
the policy they initiated at the general
election. Have the Turner Government
forsaken their policy 1 They have not
even been charged with doing so.
Mr. BROMLEY.-vYhat is the policy of
those who are going to put the Government out 1 They have not got one.
Mr. GRAY. - N ot one honorable member
who has spoken to-night has charged the
Government \vith having deserted their
policy, and therefore we may fairly conclude that they are still in favour of and
are endeavouring to carry out that policy.
Mr. BROIlfLEy.-It is simply a scheme
to try to jump the Treasury ben9h.
Mr. GRAY.-Of course, the members
sitting in opposition were not returned to
support the Turner Government, and
hence their course on a motion of this
kind is so much clearer than that of honorable members who were returned to
support the Government; but the latter,
I contend, will not be justified in des8rting the Government unless they can show
that Ministers have forsaken the policy
which they announced when they took
office. Until then, everyone of those
honorable members is bound by his
pledges to his constituents to support
the Government.
Much as I like the
honorable member for Gippsland North,
I feel that I should be inconsistent if I
supported him on this occasion, because I
am one of those who pledged themselves
to support the po1i<.:y of the Turner
Government. I have beard it said that
the numbers are up, and that the Government are bound to go ont, but that is no
reason why I should fail to record my
vote in their support, feeliug as I do that
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the Government have not forsaken their
policy, and that their administrative
capacity is sufficiently strong to enable
them to carryon the work of the departments, while the ability of the Premier is
equal to the task of leading this House
and conducting its business properly.
Under these circumstances I feel that I
should be a traitor to my party and my
pril~ciples were I to vote against the
Government on this motion, even though
I were persuaded that they were going to
be left with only a few supporters when
the eli vision is taken. I am determined to
be consistent and faithful to the promises
I made to my constituents at the last .
election. I feel that I should be guilty of
a very grave blunder were I to vote
against the Government on this occasion,
and what applies to me applies to other
honorable members who were returned to
support the present AdQ1inistration. But
let me ask another question.
What is to
be the policy of the men who are to take
the place of the present Government 1
Is the new Ministry to be a liberal or a
conservative Ministry 1 Is their policy to
be similar to that of the present Goverllment, or a policy such as can be supported
by a majority of the preeent Opposition 1
Seeing that it is impossible for the
honorable member for Gippsland North
to carry this motion of want of confidence
except with the almost unanimous
vote of the Opposition, is it not
reasonable to snppose that when he is
forming his Government he must certainly
take from the opposition side of the
House at least one-half of his Ministerial
colleagues.
fl'he honorable member
would not be dealing fairly with the
Opposition if he did not do so. If he
took all his colleagues from the Ministerial
side of the House, the members of the
present Opposition would very quickly
show their resentment by voting against
his Government, and ousting them at the
first opportunity. That is a reasonable
conclusion, and therefore I feel that
this motion is calculated t.o divide the
liberal party of the colony.
I do not
mean to say that that is the intention of
the mover, but I certainly believe that
that will be its effect, and that it will
practically enable the conservatives in this
Chamber to govern the colony, although
they are not in a majority in the country.
N ow, I will never be a party to allY thing
that will bring about sueh a result. I
still feel that the Premier is deserving
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of my confidence, as a member of
this Honse, for the way in which he
has pulled the colony through most
difficult and most trying times. No
previous Premier has ever worked so hard
or so consistently during his term of
office, and no previousPremier could show
cleaner hands than the head of the present
Noone in this chamber
Government.
will impute anything to the contrary
against the Premier. The only complaint
that has been made concerning him is
that during the last month or two he has
not been as strong in leading the House as
he might have been. But let me point ont,
not offensively, that one of the main reasons why that charge is now laid against
the Premier is because honorable members
sitting on the Ministerial side of the
chamber have not been prepared to do
the work on the business-paper. Again
and again the Premier has urged this
House to go on with certain business, but
many of his own supporters have not
given him that loyal a~sistance that he
deserved and that was necessary to en·
able him to carry out the work.. I
would ask the liberals in this chamber
•to consider one very important position.
In this colony we have been fighting the
battle of the Factories and Shops Act very
bitterly of late, and while I do not impute
anything to the honorable member for
Gippsland N orth-because I know he has
always been a supporter of the meaSllrestill we cannot lose sight of the fact that
this motion of want of confidence comes
just when we are in the middle of the consideration of the Factories and Shops Act
Amendment Bill, and after a determined
effort has been made outside the House in
a certain quarter not to re-enact the Act,
and to really prevent the passage of the
new Bill into law. I am very much afraid
that if the result of the vote which is to
be taken to-I}ight is to put the Chief Secretary ([)ut of office, the Factories and
Shops Act, in its extended and amended
form, will go with the Government.
Mr. HIGGINs.-There is not a bit of fear
of that.
Mr. GRAY.-I am vtry glad to hear the
honorable member say that, and I hope he
will be able to carry out that promise.
No doubt, the intentions of the promote~'s
of this motion are all right, butI would like
to ask whether a Government, which must
depend for two-thirds of its supporters
upon men who are open opponents of the
Factories and Shops Act, are likely
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to be able to carry that measure with such
supporters 1 I do not think so. I believe
that, under the circumstances, we shall not
gain, but that we shall lose by a change
of Government. I believe that if the pre·
sent Government remain in office the
House will be led as well by the Premier
in the future as it has been in the past.
It is simply because he has been kind to
his supporters, and has been somewhat
considerate to them 1ately, that he has
been charged with weakness. I believe
the country is behind the Turner Government, and that if we have a change of
Government now-and I hope we shall
not-the time is not far distant when the
new Government will find itself unable to
carry 011, and will in its turn have to be
replaced. In my opinion, the difficulty of
leading this House in the direction of
liberal legislation will be more pronounced
if there is a change of Government. How
can any new Government be as strong as
the present Ministry if all libera1s are
united together in supporting them ~ I
feel that the only thing to prevent the
canying out of liberal legislation in this
House is the division and splitting up of
the liberal party.
So far as I am eon·
cerned, and so far as every other member
of the House is concerned, we are responsible
not to this House, but to our constituents,
for the vote that we give to-night; and it
is because I recognise that responsibility,
and because I believe it is to the advantage of the colony that the Turner Government shall remain in office, that I intend
to vote against this motion.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-It is not my
intention to give a silent vote upon this
occasion. I must say that I have really
been rather surprised at the quarter from
which this motion has sprung-not only
at the honorable member who proposed it,
but at those who are in his confidence, and
have backed him up since the commencement of this debate. All the charges that
up to the present have been brought
against the Government are the flimsiest
and weakest. charges that have ever been
brought against. any Government 01' any
party, and from my knowledge of some of
the gentlemen who are supporting this resolution, I have no hesitation in saying
that their action is not dictated by any 0.£
the charges or grievances they have against
the Governmel<lt, but purely and simply by
selfish motives. Their object is simply to
get possession of the Treasury benches
and the reins of office.
Some of
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the honorable members who have
taken part in this debate ought to
be the very last to raise their voices
against the present Ministry.
'rhose
members were pledged to support the
'rurner Government at the last general
election, and what has the Government
done during the last two years to justify
those members in changing their minds ~
They are simply embracing the opportunity which they think has arrived ,vhen
they believe there is a chance for them to
get·a snatch vote in this House which will
enable them to obtain the reins of office.
The probability is that they will have a
majority, a very small majority, but the
question we have to consider is, if they
obtain office, what is their policy going to
be 1 I may be told that it is not expected that any party who are endeavouring to put out the Government shall announce their policy until tb.ey go before
their constituents, when the country will
be their judges. I was amused at hearing the honorable member for Gippsland
North, in his opening remarks-and he
was followed in this by speaker after
speaker--state that. he had only come to
the conclusion to take this action within
the last day or two-that there had been
no intriguing or scheming, but that the
decisiou had only been hastily arrived at'
within a few days. On the other hand,
the honorable member for East Bourke
Boroughs (Mr. Cook), III his opening remarks, told the HOllse that he and his
party had not corne to this conclusion in a
hasty manner, but had made up their
minds after 101lg, careful, and thoughtful consideration.
Now, surely both
those speakers cannot have been speaking
what we may term the trnth. Their
statements absolutely contradict one
another, and under those circumstances,
what reliance can be placed upon what
they say in their endeavours to displace a
Government which they were undoubtedly
sent by their constituents into this House
to support 1 Of course they may reply that
they are justified in changing their
opini<;ms, and that if members did not
change their opinions there would never
be any change of Government. But, as a
matter of fact, the only real charge that
they are able to cast against the present
Government is that, they have lived too
long. Well, there is a p.ossibility of
Governments living too long, but I
would point out that certain other
colonies have had Governmerits that have
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lived for seven or eight years, and I
certainly think that the present juncture
is the most inopportune time to remove
the Turner Government from the position
which they have so honorably and so
faithfully filled, and in which they have
sacrificed so much of their own time, as
well as their health, for the benefit of
this conntry. There is no member of this
House who can be ignorant of what was
the financial position of this colony five
years ago, when the present .Government
took office. There is no member who can
forget, except wilfully, what this Government have done-the way in which they
have worked, and the disagreeable things
they have had to do in order to bring the
colony out of almost a state of insolvency,
such as it was in five years ago. In fact,
some honorable members were crying out
in this House that the colony then was
insol vent, and would be unable to meet
the demands tha,t would be made upon it
by its creditors. The Premier has sacrificed
himself, he bas sacrificed his privat.e business,and I might almost say hehassacrificed
many of his friends for the benefi t of the
people of this colony, and I have no hesitation in saying that it would be ungrateful and unkind at the present time to
cause a change of Government. It has
been said th~t fonr or five of the other
colonies have within the last few weeks
thought fit to change their Ministries, and
put new men at the head of affairs; but
surely that is no justification why we
should do the same, unless there is really
some substantial reason for taking such a
conrse. Some honorable members seem to
lose sight of the fact that the country will
have a voice in deciding who is to rule
this colony during the next year or two.
'Ve must not think for a moment that, if
this resolution is carried by a small
majority, the new Government are going
straightway to take char!!e of the
Treasury bench.
'l'hey will have to
face the -country, and some of the
them, perhaps, will face it for the last
time as candidates for this Parliament.
However, they have to answer that. All
I say is that the present time is very illchosen, though some honorable members
may think this a smart piece of political
manrouvring. "Ve have listened to the
speech of the honorable member for
Sand hurst (Mr. Hamilton), who appears to.
look upon himself as a paragon of political self-righteousness, and who has justified his conduct since he has been in this
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House. He appears to think that he is
the only honest politician and the only man
here who has the courage of his convictions. But surely there are other honorable
members who have the courage of their
opinions, and who will vote according to
their convictions. The honorable member speaks, however, in such a way as to
make the country believe that we have
been led as it were against our own common sense and judgment because we have
sat behind _the Turner Government. r
say that those who have supported the
Government cannot be accused of ever
giviug a vote in this House except according to their convictions. ,Ve have felt
that we were doing what was right in
supporting the Government, and if we go
to the country to-molTow, I believe that
the Turner Government will come back as
strong as they did two years ago. I believe that they have not lost the confidence of the people in tho country,
nor have they lost the confidence of the
people in the city of Melbourne.
Some
honorable members think perhaps that,
because there are a few gossippers around
the corners of the street saying that the
Turner Government should be thrown
Qut of office, the' feeling of the country is
thereby expressed. But such are not the
people who will have thedeterminingvoicein
sayingwhoshall be the rulers ofthe country.
I hope and trust, Mr. Speaker, whatever
may be the result of the division when it
is taken, that the country will soon have
an opportunity of expressing its opinion.
I care not for my own part when we go to
the country, whether it be next week or
at the expiration of this Parliament.
I
came into this House pledged to support
the Turner Government so long as they
introduced and advocated liberal measures
which would be for the good and advancement of the people. So far as I have been
able to judge up to the present, they have
They have advocated measures
done so.
that many Governments before them were
afraid to take in hand, because they feared
they would never be able to carry them
through. I hope and trust that whatever
Government is in power it will advocate
legislation such as is suitable for this democratic country, alld that they will not
play into the hands of men whose object
is to make use of the liberal members
in carrying out such legislation as
only the conservatives desire.
Honorable members opposite wish to have a
whip in their hands so that they will be
Jfr. E. D. Williams.
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able to say to the Government-" You will
have to do as we wish." "Ve cannot shut
our eyes to the parties who are seeking to
gain positions on the rrreasury bench.
'J.1hey know perfectly well they cannot do
without the support of honorable members opposite, and is it likely from what
we know of them during the past fonr or
five years that they are going to support
liberal measures ~ Not at all. They will
not do anything of the sort. I hope that
the country will soon have an opportunity
of voicing its opinions with regard to the
Government.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-I have listened for
a considerable time and with a great
amount of attention to all that honorable
members on both sides of the House have
said in relation to the present question. I
have heard my honorable friend, the member for Gippsland North, in his very
kindly worded and not ungenerously expressed speech, state his reasons why this
Government should be ejected from office;
and I must say, after giving the matter
my fullest and most earnest consideration,
not pretending for a moment. to be unbiased, that the Hight Honorable Premier
was perfectly justified in saying that
the reasons given were the weakest
ever adduced in this House for such
:1 proceeding.
Noone has said for a
moment that the motion as worded is weak,
because I think we shall all agree that it is
most comprehensive. But what we said
was that while the charge was ample
enough and serious enough the proofs
brought forward in support of that charge
lacked lamentably in strength. That is
the position which the Premier put; it is
the position which is maintained to the
present moment. N ow, Mr. Speaker, a
Governmen t can never feel aggrieved because it is challenged. The principles of
our Constitution demand that the Govern·
ment should be at all times ready and
willing to justify and defend its existence,
and the Honse of Assembly, the popular
House, is always justified in removing a
Government by constitutional means
whenever it believes that the Government
has forfeited the confidence of the country.
My honorable friend, the member for Ballarat ,Vest (Mr. Vale), has said that he has
tested the feeling of the country as far as
he was able, and has come to the conclusion th~t the people have lost confidence
in the Government. I desire to challenge
that statement. I say distinctly that if
we are to believe the evidences around us
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the people of the country still retain the
fullest confidence in the Turner Government.
Mr. SALl\WN.-The Jast Government
said that.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-I am going to say
this at the very outset, that I do not feel,
and I am not going to import into this
debate, the slightest personal feeling. It
is a question of the gravest importance to this House, and to the Government as a Government (though not to its
members individually), and to the people
of this country.
'1'herefo1'e, I think, we
should be above all personal con~iderations
in dealing with the matter. But I desire
to repeat that so far as I am able to judge
the evidences of what is around us, the
people of Victoria, if they were to put
their views on paper, would be overwhelmingly in favour of expressing their
confidence in this Administration.
Mr. McGREGoR.-And I,hope there will
be an opportunity of proving it.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-I am answering the
observation of the honorable member for
Ballarat 'Vest (Mr. Vale), and I think
, when a statement like that is made, if not
replied to it would be taken as a tacit admission that it is correct. Therefore, I
am justified in replying to that observation.
Mr. SHTELS.-You are replying very
fairly.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.--The evidences in
the country all point, as· has been rightly
said by the honorable member for Prahran,
to continued confidence in this Government.
'Vherever there has been an opportunity
of testing the feeling of the country,
under circumstances that we all deeply
deplore, we have found that not only in
two constituencies that formerly returned
supporters of this Government, but also
in a third constituency that formerly returned an opponent of the Government,
another supporter has been added without
opposition to our ranks.
Mr. SHIELs.-Have you found one gentleman of your own profession who justifies what you did in regard to the imprisonment of Mr. Packer ~
"Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-If my honorable
friend will allow me to continue I shall
very likely be able to answer his point.
But I desire to be allowed to continue in
the way I have commenced, because if I
wander away from the thread of my argument I shall only deliver a disjointed address, and I do not wish to detain the
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House at any length. I say from the
actnal positive evidence, and from the
want of contrary evidence, that we are
justified in defending our position on
the Treasury bench, because I still think
the Government can still claim t6 have
the cOllfidence of the people in regard to
our govermnental actions. Now, what
are the charges that are laid against us by
my honorable friend, the member for
Gippsland North 1-laid, as I say, with all
temperateness, and without the slightest
tinge of feeling, so far as I could see. My
honorable friend says in his motion that
we are weak in administration. Has he
given one single instance in his speech of
weakness in administration-one single
instance I say 1 Not one! It is said that
we have been vacillating in the conduct
of public business. 'Vhat instance has he
given? He has given the one instance
referred to by l1ly honorable frieno, the
member for Normanby.
Mr. SHIELs.-And which the Premier
justified to-night.
Mr. J. A. ISAACS.-I was coming to
that a little later on. That is the only
question, so far as I could hear, that my
honorable friend, the member for Gippsland North, adduced. He did add other
observations which had nothing to do with
his motion. He said some of our legislation,as introduced, was crude and undigested. But the instances that he gave
are instances that, I venture to say, completely prove the opposite. As to three of
the most important measures that have
been introduced by the Government, whether they were right or wrong as a mattor
of policy, and whether the Government were
right or wrong in the way the measures
were presented to the House, I do claim
this for them: that they received the most
careful consideration at the hands of the
Government. The Old-age Pensions Bill,
if honorable members will carry their
minds back, was one that bore on the face
of it traces of the· most careful thought,
the most earnest consideration, and the
fullest revision. The information that the
Premier place~ before the House was such
that no honorable member could complain
of as regards its n:atter. "\Vhatever charge
may be made, Mr. Speaker, to our door ill
regard to that Bill, I say that want of
preparation certainly is not a fault that
applies to it. Honorable members might
say that they could not assent to the principle of the Bill, and that they would
refuse to pass it ·without some other
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guarantee as to ways and means in regard
to it. But as for crudeness and undigested
character in regard to the Bill, I do confidently say that there is not the slightest
warrant for tha,t charge. Take the Usury
Bill. My honorable friend has referred to
that measure. I say with regard to the
Usury Bill that, whether honorable members agree with it or not, the same thing
can be said of it as I have said in regard
to the Old-age Pensions Bill. vVeeks
and month:s of carefnl thought were
bestowed upon it. Hesearch in every
direction-Hot in one language alone,
but in others-was devoted to it,
and I have brought before this House a
mass of information both for and against
the proposal, to allow honorable members
to form their own conclusions impartially
as to the merits of the matter. No man
can say-nor do I t.hink my honorable
friend, on reflection, will say-that he was
justified in asserting that that measure
was crude and undigested. He referred to
one matter that is very debatable, bntthat is
a matter for amendment in committee.
It is not one going to the question of the
manner of preparation. I do say again
that the second instance my honorable
friend has adduced is not fairly justified.
I
Now we come to the Water Bill.
have had, as a Ministel;, to consider that
measure on a Humber of occasions when the
matter has been before us, in Cabinet and
out of Cabinet, with all the facts and
figures, and information from all the water
bodies and local authorities in the colony
placed before us, with the officers making
their calculations and reporting to the
Cabinet, and with communications by
telegram and by letter; and I must say that
all the work that was done in connexion
with the Bill would disprove in an instant
a hundred times over any idea that thA
measure was crude or ill-digested. Honorable members may, again,disagree with the
principles on which that measure was
passed. They may think that a much
better system of arri vingatthe desired result
ought to have been followed; bnt, to the
best of our ability, we placed the Bill
before the House in the manner that we
thought would give the fullest information. Again I say that whatever was the
matter with the Bill, it was not
for the want of care and attention.
Then, going back to the Old - age
Pensions Bill, ono of the charges
made by the honorable member for
Ballarat vVest (Mr. Kirton), who really
Mr. 1. A. Isaacs.
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astonished me by his observations on the
subject, related to that measure. When I
remember that that honorable member was
chairman of a commission that made
certain recommendations, which I hold in
my hand, it is astonishing to think that
that honorable member could get up and
reproach the Premier for the mode proposed of raising some of the money required by the scheme. The honorable
member said that the Premier was not
sincere, because he proposed to raise a
portion only of the money from some of
those who might in future years participate in the benefits of the Bill. ~rhat is
to say, that while a large sum was to come
out of the general revenue, a portion of
the amount was to be contributed by
means of an income tax. In other words,
the minimum wage was to be absolutely
protected from any contribution, but an
income tax was to be applied on all incomes above that amount. A man receiving .£120 a year would have to pay
only twenty threepences, or 5s. on the
£20 above £100, and the rest of his
earnings were to be absolutely protected.
Now, let us read ",hat the honorable member advised in his report. At page xii of
the report this passage occursThere is undoubtedly a great deal to be said
in favour of a tax on the unimproved value of
land, and there is one source of revenue which
has much to recommend it, as it will encourage
thrift, and cannot be objected to as a class tax,
namely, a tax on earnings and returns from investments.
.

rrhere is no limitation there; all earnings
are to be taxed. Then at page xiii the
report goes on to sayAfter due consideration we submit that the
revenue may be obtained from one or more of the
following sources : 1. A State monopoly of the manufacture of
tobacco.
2. A tax upon earnings.
3. A tax on the unimproved value of land.
4. A tax upon house rents.

Now, these are the suggestions made by
the commission of which the honorable
member was chairman, and yet when the
Premier proposes to exempt earnings up
to £ 100 a year the honorable member complains. I would like to know who is open
to the charge of insincerity. Certainly
not the Premier. And that, Mr. Speaker,
is one of the charges for which we are to
be voted out of office. Then we are told
that we are weak in our administration.
Has any honorable member ventured to
show that any portion of this community
has be~n inj ured •by anything we have
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done, or failed to be benefited ~ I would
like honorable members to put this question to themselves, and to ask what the
miners of the country, for instance, say as
to the work of the Turner Government,
when they remember all the encouragement we have given to mining, not only by
amendments of the mining law, buti also
by mining development in every direction ~
What would the farmers of the country say
when we came to their assistance in their
hour of need and reduced their freights ~
Mr. LANGDoN.-The farmers pay it
themselves.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-I am sure they
do, but at the same time I am speaking
now of the acts of the Government. Let
honorable members ask themselves this
question: 'What do other agriculturists
say when they recollect the bonuses that
have been given by the Government in
every direction to stimulate and encourage
rural industries ~ vYe have put £50,000
more on to still further encourage those
industries. Is that lax ~ is that weak ~ is
that hesitating ~ Is that not a bold and
spirited policy? Then when we come to
the municipalities and we recollect that
a special grant of £150,000-Mr. GRAHAM:. -The less you say about
the municipalities, the better.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-I am not afraid of
speaking about the municipalities. I say
we have provided £150,000 a year to assist
the poorer municipalities. Is that a sign
of weakness 7
Sir JOHN McIN1'YRE.-You reduced the
municipalities at the same time by
£200,000.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS. - The honorable
member will have an opportunity of
speaking presently.
Sir JOHN MuIN1'YRE.-I am not going
to trouble you.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-Then my honorable
friend ought not to interrupt me. In the
next place we were taunted with not pay·
ing sufficient attention to the poor people
in our midst. When before has any
Premier done what my right honorable
colleague has done, in making special
provision for the aged poor to the
best of his ability 1 When before
did a Premier bring down a Charity
Bill, and face the question before the
House ~ And when we sought to get the
money for it, did anyone suggest any
substitute for our proposals ~ No one did
so, nor is anyone prepared to do so now.
It is easy to bring down a lot of printed
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matter upon paper, but that, as my right
honorable leader has said, would only be to
humbug the people. vVe preferred to be
straightforward and fair, and to say where
we proposed to get t~e money. It was
the same with the old-age pensions scheme.
Have we not increased the charity vote ~
We have met every kind of want and distress to the best of our ability. We have
encouraged every industry, both primary
and manufacturing, throughout the country, without distinction. Can any man
say to-night that the Turner Government
has failed in its duty to stimulate and
encourage production on the land ~ 'rhen,
take another branch of our population.
Putting aside the miners, the farmers, the
viticulturists, and the manufacturers
throughout the country, let us ask the
civil servants whether the Government
have treated them ill ~ Turn back a few
years and see what their condition was
when we took office. Remember the deductions that they then suffered, and the
further reductions that were threatened.
vYe stopped those deductions from
going any further even in the worst
times, and gradually worked up, first
restoring the deductions of the more
lowly paid, and gradually coming up
until the other night we restored, so
far as we could, the salaries of the
higher-paid men. vYe have never been
afraid to do, justice. We began wi th the
means at our disposal.to restore the ]owerpaid men first, and not in one single
instance have the larger salaries been
restored by a single shilling more than
they 'were justly entitled to. 'Ve have
done stern and st.rict justice at the most,
and less than justice in many cases. Of
course, honorable members have said that.
in certain cases the increases ought not to
be made, and we have had to bow to their
decision. But turn to the public service
as a whole.
Honorable members may
say that some of the men in the service are receiving too little.
'Ve feel
that, but it must be remembered that
that is a relic of the heritage we had to
take over when we came into office. 'Ve
have endeavoured from the first to
preven t wholesale dismissals, and we
succeeded.
I say that if you go through
the whole country you will find that
the Government by their acts have practically increased the wealth of the country.
'Ve have taken away the deficit, we have
encouraged production, and we have
stimulated business. I think we may
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turn with pride to our record, and say
that the highest compliment that has
been paid to us is, not as the Premier
said, the weakness of the accusation
against us, but th~ charge that we .do not
at the present time attain to our previous high record. "Ve, ourselves, have
raised the Ministerial standard so high
that at the present moment we do not
reach up to it. 'rhat is the charge made
against us. Vve are not subjected to any
comparison with any previous Goyernment.
,Ve are told-" You yourselves did such
magnificent work, such unexampled work,
that because your standard now falls below it, therefore you must go." The honorable member for Ballarat W est (Mr.
Kirton) was right in one observation he
made to-night. He said that honorable
members had a right to know not only
their leader, but the policy of that leader.
N ow, what do we know of the policy of
the honorable member for Gippsland
North? Honorable members will, no
doubt, vote according to their conscience,
but what have they to guide them? Do
they know what the policy of the honorable
member will be?
Mr. A. L. 'l'UCKER.-,Vhat is your
policy?
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS..-Our policy can
be seen in black and whi te on the
statute-book, and on the notice-paper.
Mr. A. L. TUCKER.-Your policy is to
take the brief from tl).e Tramway Company.
Mr... 1. A. ISAACS.-rrhe quef:ltion of
the brief from the Tramway Company I
met fully and frankly in the House the
other night.
Mr. A. L. TUCKER.--That is your
policy.
Mr. I. A. ISAACS.-My policy is to do
my duty where I am placed. The honorable member for Gippsland North dealt
with this matter in a perfectly straightfonvard way. The only thing he found
fault with was my absence from the
colony. He was of opinion that my
presence was required at this particular
juncture. I said distinctly the other
evening that that was the only arguable
point about the whole affair.
Mr. A. L. TucKER.-Your services to
the colony would be worth more to the
colony than you will get from the Tmmway Company.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-I am much obliged
to the honorable member. Let me put that
argument in plain English. The honorable member says-" We admire you, we
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appreciate your services, we require your
assistance, your presence in the Government is indispensable, and, therefore,
we want you to resign." I am not going to
detain the House. I have put the matter as shortly and as strongly as I can.
I claim that not one word bas been
uttered, or can be uttered, against the
honesty or probity of this Government, or
against the validity or the advisability of
any of its acts. "Ve have been told that
the other day the Premier and the members of the Government, after the Premier
had spoken in one way, voted in a different
way. If that was atrocious, and was
wrong, why was it not challenged on the
instant ~
Mr. LEVIEN.-You have been shadowed
ever since.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-W e were shadowed
long before that, but I do not want to say
anything that might arouse personal feeling. Our position is challenged, and I say
that our record and our promises are such
that they should command for us the support of the liberal party. There is great
force in some of the arguments that have
been put by honorable members. If the
honorable member for Gippsland North
has the honour of sitting on the Treasury
bench, and has with hin! oply a minority
of the liberal party, to whom will he owe
allegiance? The honorable member will
not vacillate j he will not be weak j he
will bring down a distinct policy, and will
push it through with the aid of his supporters. What policy will it be? ,Vill it
be a policy in which he wiH be in touch
with the body of his supporters, which will
include the present Opposition, or only
with the minority ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-You never despised our help.
Mr. 1. A. ISAA(;S.-I have not said a
single ,vord in disrespect of anybody, but
I am now putting a fair argument. I say
that the honorable member would bring
down a policy that would commend itself
presumably to the body of his supporters.
What would that policy be 1 He would
not look to the then Opposition to support
him. He would look to his own supporters. Are honorable members opposite going to change the colour of their
opinions ~
Mr. McLEAN.- You would support me.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-The honorable
member is going to ask me, in whom he
has no confidence, to support him. He
says, in fact, "I am asking the Opposition
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to turn out a Government whose policy
I am going to follow." "VeIl, if the honorable member does that,. of course, so
far as he follows our policy and walks in
our steps, he will command the confidence
of the country. If he takes any other course
the result will be disastrous. The members of the Opposition are opposed to much
of our legislation, including the Factories
and Shops Act, and yet the honorable
member is seeking to turn out a Government which alone can, with a consistent
body of supporters, carry out the policy
he himself desires to see still continued. I
feel that at this juncture we may proudly
stand upon our past, and that we may
proudly say that there is nothing in our
present, which, inany way, tends to weaken
our record, or to j llstify the assumption
that we should, in future, fall short in our
achievements of the record of the past.
Mr. BAILES-I cannot give a silent
vote on this question, especially after the
remarks that have fallen from my colleague (Mr. Hamilton). Evenadmittingthat
there is considerable force in the reasons
that have been advanced for the motion,
I still think that it must be patent to the
majority of honorable members that the
time is most inopportune for a change of
Government. 'What is the position of
much of the legislation that is pending 1
We know that the Government had a
difficulty in getting the Fac tories and Shops
Act Amendment Bill passed through this
Chamber. It would not have been passed
as readily as it was if it had not been for
the fact that a compromise was arrived at
by which provision was made fqr an inquiry to be held during the next three
years. The Bill has now found a resting
place in the other Chamber, and I am inclined to think that it will not receive
much kindly consideration thel'e.
Mr. MURR.AY S~nTH-It has not been
passed by this House yet.
Mr. BAILES-It has virtually been
passed, but the honorable. member's interjection conveys this impression to my
mind, that if he gets on this side of the
House, he will make an effort to prevent
that Bill from getting through. That is the
only one of the evils that will be likely to
arise from the combination with which we
are now threatened. What confidencecould
honorable members, sitting on this (the
Ministerial) side of the House, and the
labour party especially, have in a Government which would have to look for its
support to the present Opposition 1
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Mr. MURRAY S~IITH.-May I correct the
honorable member ~ I was merely calling
attention to a misstatement he made. He
was speaking of the Factories and Shops
Act Amendment Bill beiflg before the
Upper Honse. I pointed out that it has
not yet left this chamber. He has founded
on that a most extraordinary argument.
Mr. BAILES.-I am obliged to the honorable member for pointing out that
slight mistake. I do not know why
the honorable member took the trouble
of calling attention to so small a matter,
if there was not something behind it. I
can only repeat that the honorable member's interjection did convey to my mind
an· indication of the treatment that the
Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill
will receive if we have a Government
that is supported by the present Opposition. The federal question ought, in my
opinion, also to have been definitely settled
before any attempt was made to remove
the present Government from the Treasury bench.
Can any honorable member imagine that the Commonwealth Bill
will receive from the new Government that
consideration which it would have received
from the present Government. The honorable member for Gippsland North travelled at great inconvenience to himself all
over the length and breadth of Victoria to
derhonstrate to the residents of the colony
what an abominable thing the Federal·
Bill was. Can any honorable member imagine that he will throw himself, heart
and soul, into the work of giving the
finishing touches to that measure 1 Object.ion was taken to the AttorneyGeneral going to England, on the ground
that his services would be required here
in connexion with federation. It is reported that an honorable gentlemen is
likely to hold the portfolio of AttorneyGeneral in the new Government who,
al though he opposed federation, was
really one of the best supporters of it.
Mr. FINK.-'Vhat did you do for federation ~
Mr. BAILES.-As much as ever the
honorable member did. I spoke at as
many meetings as the honorable member
did, and I flatter myself that I spoke a
great deal better than he did. The
honorable member to whom I allude, and
who it is said is to be the next AttorneyGeneral, opposed the Federal Bill. The
result of his opposition was to secure for
it an immense majority. The honorable
member was not able to be in two places
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at once. He could not be in New South
vVales as well as Victoria at the time the
federal poll was ta.ken, and in New South
Wales the Bill was defeated. 'When the
second poll was taken, he did go to New
South Wales, and threw all the weight of
his eloquence against the Bill. The result then was that the majority for the Bill
was almost as large as it had been in Viotoria. In my opinion we had no better
advocate of federation than the honorable member who it is said is about to
take the place of Attorney -General.
There is another q llestion about which
the labour members are anxious, and
that is the question of the tramways.
Has not the House been lately flooded
with literature relating to the tramways,
not printed on ordinary paper and in
common ink, but got up in pamphlet
form 1 'Vhere did the oppositioll to the
Bill rela,ting to the rrram way Company
come from ~ It came from the 'Opposition
side of the House.
Mr. A. L. TucKER.-FrQm a director
who is a member of the Government.
Mr. BAILES.-That is a most unfair
interjection, and' it does not do the honorable member credit. Perhaps the honorable member is smarting under a sense of
the severe defeat which he' suffered the
other evening, when he himself submitted ~L motion ad verse to the Government. vVas he now showing his spleen
by interjecting 1
Mr. A. L. TucRErt.-If you bring in the
tramways question we will interject.
Mr. BAILES.-I s~ll bring in any
question that is pertinent to the subject.
I will not take my Jine of conduct from
the honorable member's dictation.
Mr. A. L. TucKER.-There is a tramway
director in the Government.
The SPEAKER.-This debate has gone
on very satisfactorily up to the present.
Perhaps the honorable member for Fitzroy
(Mr. Tucker) will allow the honorable
member to proceed with his speech.
Mr. BAILES.-I contend that this is an
inopportune time to carry a motion of
want of confidence in the present Government, simply because we shall not be able
to do justice to the tramway employes.
Mr. A. L. TUCKER.-You never will.
Mr. BAILES.-'rhat is a question that
affects the people of Melbourne and the
labour party more particularly, and I am
surprised to-night to learn that, after the
labour party have passed a resolution to
oppose this motion of want of confidence
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as a body, two members of the party have
seceded from that compact and are going
to vote against the Government. It seems
to me that a.mbition is more to their liking
than the interests of the people they
are presumed to serve. I now come to a
q uestioll which affects the constituency I
represent and other mining constituencies
-the mines ventilation question. The
Minister of Mines has done all that he cOllld
to bring that mn,tter to a successful issue.
Previously there has been any amount of
talk on the subject, but no Government
and no Minister of Mines has done so
much to try to secure the proper ventilation of mines as the Turner M.inistry and
the present M.inister of Mines. Let me
tell honorable members that the percentage of deaths among the miners of
the colony owing to defective ventilation
largely exceeds the percentage of deaths
caused by accidents in mineEs, and any
Ministry that does its best to secure the
proper ventilation of mines, whereby the
lives of miners can be saved, deserves the
support of the representatives of mining
constituencies and of every labour member
in this House.
Hitherto miners have
become prematurely old men at 35, no
longer able to earn their living, but cast
on the pensions fund established by Bendigo miners themselves. It has been
evident for some time that the braves
are out on the warpath. 'rhe young
braves in this Assembly are generally
credited with being the chief movers and
the pushers-on of the old braves; but the
old braves are nothing loth to strike out
on the warpath and endeavour to raise
scalps.
Mr. MADDEN.-They cannot raise your
scalp.
Mr. BAILES.-My scalp is here, but the
honorable member's thatch has gone. I
am not going to let anybody lift my scalp
in a hurry. "Ve have heard that one
chief canse of the war in South Africa
was the eagerness of the young Boers for
the fray; but, according to the latest
accounts, a very large number of the
young Boers are making for their homes,
and in very many cases they are
not likely to find any homes. It is to
be hoped that the young braves who are
urging on this war on the Ministry will
not find themselves in the same position.
What sort of an an-angment is going to be
made between that section of the Ministerial side of the House and the gentlemen
who are sitting silently smiling and waitinv
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for the result on the Opposition side of
the cham ber ~ For five long years they
have waited in expectation of their turn
coming, but it has not presented itself
yet. We are told, and it is geuerally believed, that the arrangement is that they
are to come over bodily to snpport this
motion of want of confidence in the Government, and that they are not to get the
smallest loaf or the tiniest fish out of the
whole lot. It is pure patriotism on the
part of the Opposition. They want to
sweep away this miserable effete Ministry,
and put in power a Ministry more modern,
they would have us believe, and there are
some poor deluded gentlemen on the Ministerial side of the House who believe them.
How can those honorable members imagine
for one moment, if they will use their common sense, that those 28 or 29 gentlemen
. in Opposition are going' to gallantly sit
behind them on the Ministerial side of the
House and let them have all the loaves
and fishes 1 ·Will they do anythillg of the
kind ~ Not a bit of it. The first opportunity that presents itself away go the
men who are now ready to sacrifice themselves in the interests of the country! I
want to make a slight reference to the one
charge in the indictment on which supporters of the motion seem to mostly rely
-tbe fearful conductof the Premier in connexion with the publisher of the Age, Mr.
Packer. It will be remembered that there
was no division in regard to that matter.
On the first occasion, when an attempt was
made to divide the House on the question of
penalties, only two honorable members
went to the other side of the chamber.
That fact should be mentioned in justice
rrhere is one matter
to the Premier.
which we can all agree upon in regard to
the Ministry, and that is the loyalty of
the Premier to his colleagues and the
loyalty of the Premier to this House. vVe
all know, and we may as well be candid
and acknowledge the fact, that there were
not half-a-dozen men in this House who
were game to take a division that night.
vVhen two honorable members went over
to vote with the" Noes," other honorable
mem bers were devoutly praying them
for goodness' sake not to call for a division.
They called those two honorable members
back, and almost beseeched them on their
bended knees not to insist en a division.
They said "Look at the hole we will be
placed in." They were afraid that they
would be smashed up by the Age and th~
Argus, and yet those very men in their
Session 1899.-[186J
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cowardice now ask this Chamber to throw
out the Ministry. Such conduct is dastardly. There were not a dozen honorable
members willing to cross the floor that
night, and vote against the motion
penalizing the publishers of the Age and
the Australasian.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They did not
say that they would, whereas the Premier
said he would.
Mr. BAILES.-There were not half-adozen honorable members game to call for
a division on that occasion. 1'he only
two who crossed the chamber on the first
motion were the honorable member for
Prahran and the honorable member for
Normanby. "Ve are told that the numbers are up. vVell, if so, the sooner the
result is known t.he better. Perhaps it
will be the better for the country, and, per
haps it will be better for some of those
who are satisfied, WllO have had quite
enough of the "ins," and are prepared
to take their share of the" outs."
Mr. GURR. -I think it is necessary for
me to say a few words on tbis motion,
more particularly because it has been
stated that my honorable colleague is to
have a position in the new Government.
It seems to me that the motion of t.he
honorable member for Gippsland North is
the result of the epidemic of influenza,
which appears to be travelling through all
the colonies at the present time. The
doctors tell us that one person does not
take the influenza from another, but that
it is in the air. They tell us that it as8umes many forms,. and. the one it appears
to have taken to-lllght IS that of political
influenza, which some honorable members
seem. to be suffering from very badly,
espeCIally the honorable member for
Gippsland North.
To show that it
must be in the air, let me remind tho
House that the mover of the motion of
want of confidence has stated tha.t. it was
only three days ago that he knew there
was any dissatisfaction with the present
Government, or at any rate a desire to
eject the Government from office.
Mr. McLEAN.-I said there was dissatisfaction weeks ago, but that it was
only within the last few days or a week
that it had faken its present form.
Mr. GURR.-WeU, if the honorable
member only observed it a week ago he
has shown a lack of one of the qualifications necessary to fit a man to Qecome the
Premier of this colony.
He has shown
that he has not sufficient. 0'rJservf1tion, that.
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he does not keep pace with the signs of
the times, and that, therefore, he is unfitted in that respect to fill the position of
Premier of Victoria. It seemed to me also
that a number of honorable members have
made the honorable member for Gippsland North a catspaw to draw the
chestnuts out of the fire. The honorable
member has stated that he has not
consulted with other honorable members
with regard to this motion, but that he
is playing a lone hand. N ow, if that is
the case, how is it that to-night we find
honorable members one after the other
rising to support this motion ~ And
further, how is it that we have handed
round lists containing the names of the
honorable members who are to have
positions in the Ministry which is to be
formed by the honorable member for
Gippsland North?
Mr. VVILKINs.-Give us some of them.
Mr. GURR.-I can give the honorable
member a few. We have Mr. McLean,
member for Gippsland North, and Mr.
Cook, member for East Bourke Boroughs.
We have been told that the PostmasterGeneral is the joker of this Cabillet, and I
suppose the honorable member for East
Bourke Boroughs will be the joker of the
new Cabinet. Then we have Mr.
Kirton, member for Ballarat West;
Mr. Fink, member for J olimont; Mr.
Outtrim, member for Maryborol.1gh; Mr.
Graham, member for N umurkah; and
Mr. McCay, member for Castlemaine, with
the honorable member for Normanbyas
the chief adviser. I find that there is not
a single member of the Opposition named
for the new Cabinet. N ow, as the honorable member for Sandhurst asked, is it
likely that the Opposition are coming over
to sit with the honorable member for
Gippsland North and those whom he may
select for his Ministers, and yet not have
a single portfolio? The thing is imp osble. I do not believe the Opposition will
submit to such a situation, but that tbey
will have a very large and important say
in the composition of that Ministry if
they are to support it. If the honorable
member for Gippsland North has only
heard of these things during the past few
days, ho\", is it that all these lists are
handed round, and how is it that, to my
knowledge, there have been meetings
of honorable members for the past
month ~
Mr. McLEAN.-I was speaking of my
own action.
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Mr. GURR.-Anoth€~· pnzzle is, that
various honorable members who have
spoken to-night in support of the motion
of the honorable member for Gippsland
North, also say that they have known
nothing previously about this affair. Certainly that is most remarkable, not to say
incredible, and under these circumstances
I think we should consider well what
we are to do with regard to this
proposal. I remember, when the present
Premier took office, I stood for Parliament,
and I promised to support Sir George Turner-be had then no one associated with
him-in the policy which he enunciated
at St. Kilda. That promise I have faithfully carried out, and I have supported
him because he has carried out the policy
which he then put before the electors. We
have now before us the honorable member
for Gippsland North wbo has no policy, or
at least who has not put any policy before
this House. So that we are called upon to
reject the present Government with their
policy, and to take the honorable member
for Gippsland North without any declared
policy, and without placing before us the
probable names of those who will be associated with him.. vVith regard to the indictment which has been brought forward
by the honorable member, I must say that
I think he made out a very weak case. I
came to the House to-day with an open
mind. If the honorable member for Gippsland North could prove to this Honse that
the Turner Government did not deserve the
support of the House, my mind was open
to vote against the Government, but, as I
have said, his case was a very weak
one. Other honorable memhers endeavour
to show that the Turner Government
have not kept their pledges, that they
have wavered in many ways; but if the
'rurner Government have wavered, it was
only temporarily. It was like wh::tt
occurred to tbat regiment in South Africa,
of \V bich we were told the other day by
cable. 'rbey were ordered to charge a
large force of Boers at 250 yards, and the
fire of the Boers was such a withering one,
that for a moment the regiment wavered,
but the next moment they pressed forward
and won the day. This Government may
have wavered on some occasions; the fire
may have been rather hot against them,
and they may have wavered for a time;
but still they pressed on again, and they
have brougbt down and carried their
measures through. During the five years
they have been in office, I suppose that
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more important liberal measures have been
placed on the statute-book than were ever
passed by any previous Government in the
same period; and the work they have to
do is not ended. I admit myself that
I have been dissatisfied with the Turner
Government in some respects. In some of
the departments, the administration has
not been what I thought it should have
been. Then with regard to the Water
Bill, wbile numbers of districts bave had
large amounts written off, the constituency which I represent was, in my
opinion, shamefully treated. I have not
got over its treatment yet, . and I
do not believe I ever shall get over it. At
the same time, I am not going to vote
against the Government simply because
of that one thing. That is a matter which
affects my constituency only, and I desire
to deal with the Government on the
broad ground that r consider they have
worked well in the interests of this country. They have done the best they could,
with the assistance of this House, in placing liberal measures on the statute-book,
and I believe that if they remained longer
in office they would place still more of
such measures on the statute-book. With
regard to the Old-age Pensiolls Bill, I
regret that that has not been put
through. rfhere is no doubt that it is
a measure which is greatly needed,
but I do not hold with those who
blame the Premier because that Bill
has not been passed; I. think we are
to blame ourselves. The proposals of
the Government were discussed on the
Budget statement, and the Goverllment
ought to have been challenged then by
honorable members. If we did not approve of some of the proposals we ought
to have challenged the Government in
such a way as to force them to bring down
the Old-age Pensions Bill, 80 that it
might be discussed, and that honorable
members might be able to suggest something better than the Government pro
posed. Had we done that, the probabilities are that the Bill would have beenlaw by now; but we failed in our
duty, and I do not see why we should
blame the Premier because that Bill has
not been passed.
Apart from old-age
pensions, I think the Premier has done
good work in gi ving extra money to the
ladies' benevolent societies and the other
institutions that help the aged poor.
Dr. MALoNEy.-They have not got
much.
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Mr. GURR.-They may not have got
much, but it was a great help at the
time it ;l,vas given. I believe that if
in every constituency there were ladies"
benevolent societies, and funds were'
given to them to disburse, we should
hardly have need of an Old-age Pensions·
Bill at all.
Mr. KIRToN.-There is a very good one'
at Geelong.
Mr. GURR.-The poor are not looked'
after in any constituency better than they
are in Geelong. They have 30 cottage
homes there.
They have divided the
town into eighteen districts, with a lady
superintending each of those districts, and
the money is disbursed privately. Noone
knows who receives aid except the lady inl
charge of the district, and the system has,
worked in a splendid fashion, the results,
being really admirable. If there was a·
similar system at Ballarat, which is generally up to date, there probably would be'
fewer needy ones in that city. However"
I think the Premier did the best he could
with the money at his disposal in regard to'
assisting the aged poor, seeing that the
Old-age Pensions Bill was not passed into
law. In conclusion, having heard this
debate, and with my own knowledge of'
what the Turner Government has accomplished, I feel conscientiollsly bound
on this occasion to vote against the
motion proposed by the honorable member
for Gippsland North.
Mr. ANDERSON.-I did not intend ier
make any remarks on the motion now
before the House, but it occurs to me'that
If I refrained from justifying the vote I
am about to give, I would be a political
coward. If there was a gentleman in
this House who had my high esteem it
was the honorable member for Gippsland North. As a member of the Turner'
Government, and a very able member,
he stood by them until federation became the question of the day, and,.
as he eould not agree with the Government on their federation policy, he left·
them and gave his reasons for doing 81).
He became a strong opponent of federation, and I remember the night
when he made a verv able and,
celebrated speech, in which he pointed out
that if federation was adopted as the
policy of this country, it would take away
the val ue of the landed property of the
colony, because it would wipe out the stock
tax. Of course he was quite entitled te
his own opinion; but what happened later
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on in his constituency when the federal
referendum was taken? I think the
honorable member himself must have been
surprised at the vote given there; and I
am sure that if this House was sent to the
country to-morrow the result would be that
some of the present carpers who have been
represented as supporters of the TUl ner
Government, and who have had, for their
own political safety, to crawl over and sit
behind the Turner Government because of
its popularity, would be turned out of
Parliament. What do we find those gen,tlemen doing now at the eleventh hour,
when the Turner Government were about
to get into recess-when they were going
Ito enjoy the rest for which they have
worked so hard, especially the Premier?
We hear honorable members cracking up
,the Premier for what he has done, praising
.him so far as their tongues are concerned,
but having a dagger ready in their halld to
pierce his heart, politicn11y speaking. In
my opinion the sooner this country pllrges
Parliament of men who could be guilty of
such two-faced conduct the better it will
be for public life.
Those men ha.ve been
all along only waiting for their opportunity to destroy the Government, while
at the same time they have kept on close
and intimate terms with the popular
Premier of the colony. Not being a man
of guile, or a man of suspicion, the
Premier could never have imagined that. a
gentleman who has worked with him, and
who has had his confidence for yeal's-a
gentleman who had a good naHle for
honesty of purpose-would be found
taking this action against the Government
with whom he hadbeensoclosely associated.
We have had an exhibition to-night of the
rising generation, of the young Australian
natives in this House. 'Ve have had the
leader of the Opposition silent. Not a
'word has he had to say. He is ashamed,
I believe, of the gentlemen who have taken
action in this matter. We have had no
speeches from the Opposition, except from
the honorable member for Hawthorn, a
gentleman whom we admire for his
straightforwardness and honesty of purpose. He is one who would never be
guilty of a mean act. That is my opinion
of him.
But I was astonished at the
honorable member for Ararat, a young
gushing Member of Parliament, who has
evidently being sitting on a rail ever
'aince he came into the House, a man
who has lectured old members of
the
House as though they knew
Mr. Anderson.
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nothing compared with him. He has made
a very gushing speech to.night.
I will
not mention name::;, but a conversation recently took place, not in the chamber but
wit.bin the precincts of Parliament House, in
the course of which I said to somebody"What are you going to do in this matter ?" He said-" I am going to do so and
so." " What 1" I said, expressing my surprise. "Well," he replied, "if you saw a
good billet· sticking ont would not you go
for it 1" This is the misfortune of our
parliamentary institutions. Some people
come here with the hope of getting a good
billet, and for no other reasons whatever.
I said in reply-" I would never go for a
good billet except on the one condition
that I could preserve my principles, but
you are going to betray them, and you
will never get the billet you expect to .
get." I remember occasions when I
have sat III the galleries of this
House watching its proce~dings.
I
have watched Governments in this
country for 43 years, and have often
been disgusted with what I have seen.
I have shook hands with people whom I
have looked upon as gentlemen, and I have
sat in the gallery till five o'clock in the
morning, and seen the conniving of these
men who did not care what. contemptible
measures they adopted so long as they
could get office. As long as they could
get a promise of a portfolio they were "on
the job." To the credit and honour of
prominent members on the Opposition side
let me say that I have heard some of
them-notably one for whom I have a
great respect and regard, the honorable
member for Anglesey-compliment the
Government, not once, but dozens of
times on their excellent administrative
qualities. I have heard other prominent
members of the Opposition compliment the
Turner Government. I have known the
time in the early days when if a citizen
had a grievance and wrote to the Government, his communication was pigeonholed, and he probably would not get a
reply for six months. But I venture to
say that if anybody writes a letter to any
member of the present Turner Government, pointing out a grievance, and if he
sends it so that it is delivered by the first
post in the morning, he will get a reply
that evening or by the first post the following morni1.1g. I have known the Premier
to be working till two or three o'clock in
the morning. I know that the Premier
has made it a principle with his colleagues
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that they must leave their offices with a
clean desk; that is to say, that all the
business they were called on to deal with
must be dealt with on the day, and must
not be postponed. Honorable members
know that the Government have been
complimented over and over again for
their excellent qualities of administration.
'What has happened during the last two
or three days that they should no longer
be trusted 1 'What have they done 1
"Yhat have the Members of Parliament
representing country districts done lately 1
'rhey have" got the loan" of Sir George
Turner. They forced his hands, and he
was weak enough to gi ve way and knock off
about two and a quarter millions of money
thatwas advanced to country constituencies
on account of loan works, and which these
constituencies never intended to pay.
The moment that Act was carried what
did those country members do 1 They
went ronnd like roaring lions seeking
whom they might devour. They never
came to me, because they knew that
if they did they ,,,ould get a Holand
for their Oliver. One of them came
to me when I was a, new member,
about four years ago, and I gave him a
very straight answer. I told one of them
that if he approached me again in that
way I would name him in the House, and
he went on his knees, and said-" For
heaven's sake, don't do that." 'rhat is
the kind of thing that goes on in Parliament, and that the people of this colony
know nothing about. Such conduct would
not be tolerated amongst the lower organizations in the country for a moment.
An honorable member opposite has 'said
that the Government ha.ve been long
enough in office. Well, that is the old
cry.
But they have another cry now,
and. what is that 1 'fhis House ordered
the publisher of the Age to be catechised
and punished, because of something that
appeared ill that journal. The publisher
of the A~lst1Ytlasian was also brought here.
The whole thing, ill my opinion, was a
farce. I said so at the time. The honorable member for Ararat has given it as a
reason why the Government should be
turned out of office that they supported
the punishing of these publishers. But I
interjected-" You voted for it yourself."
Surely, if an honorable member voted for
what he is now blaming the Government
for, he is just as culpable as the Government were on that occasion.
Mr. 'AUSTIN.-No.
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Mr. ANDERSON.-Who says No? No
man with a well-balanced mind would say
No to that. How can members of this
House condemn the 'rurner Government,
when they themselves almost unanimously
carried a resolution to send those publishers to Her Majesty's gaol ~ If I were.
one of two or three highwaymen, who
stuck up a poor man and robbed him, I
might just as well say to my fellowrobbers -" You did wrong." They would
turn round and say to me-".'V"ere you not
a party to it1" I say that every mall
who voted 011 that occasion was responsible
for that act, just as much as tho Turner
Government were, or even more so. "Vell,
Mr. Speaker, we find these young
blushing politicians, these young men,
these wonders, who are so flippant of
tongue, and many of whom came into
this House for a living, for the sake of the
£300 a year, because they could not earn
a living ontside-they never had so much
money before in their lives-condemning
the Government.
These are the men
whom the Opposition members are mean
enough to assist in this matter. If they
should happen to turn out the Government, will they be tolerated on the Ministerial beuches 1
Mr. 'VILKINS.-Not long.
Mr. ANDEHSON.-It would be an insult to the intelligence of the people of
this country to allow a Government of
that kind, which would he no credit to
this country, or any other, to be in office.
No doubt, if they were coutent to live long
enough, and got a little experience and a
little more knowledge and business capacity, such as is required to manage a
Government department, their time would
come. But in my opinion, they are llot
ripe for it yet. Does anyone mean to
tell n~e that old and experienced members like the leader of the Opposition are
going to associate themselves with men of
that type and cliaractf'r, who know nothing about the working of governmental
affairs 1 I am sure the honorable gentleman has too much regard for himself and
for his own self-respect and for the position he holds to do so. He has been a
gentleman who has never stolen a march
on anyone in an unfair way. "Vhen I see
these young fellows getting up one after
another and attacking the Government, I
am astonished. The honorable member
for Ararat said the Government might
well cry-" Save me from my friends."
But he was supposed to be friendly to the
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Government. He was always knocking
around them looking out to see what he
could get. 'l'hey were very kind to him
on many occasions, while honorable members opposite had a contempt for him and
his like, because of their effrontery :lnd
the way they occupied the time of the
House.
Mr. T. S?tUTH.-W as he not a pen.sioner ~
Mr. ANDERSON.-I believe he illtended to get a pension, but I do not
know whether it came off or not. I could
say many things that would astonish
many members of this House: but as to
astonishing the young ones there is no
possibility of doing that.
Mr. MCCOLL.-You are saying a lot of
mean things, it strikes me.
Mr. ANDERSON.-When I can be
·accllsed of being as mean as the honorable
member, I will resign my seat in this
House.
Mr. MCCOLJJ.-I am known too well for
that to be believed.
Mr. ANDERSON.-I have given half·a-crown to help you to get along before
now.
Mr. MCCOLL.-It is contemptible.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memfor Gunbower has no right to interject
from the table. He may be allowed, if
his interjections are pertinent, to make
them from his seat, but not from the table.
Will the honorable member for Melbourne
East debate the question, and not reply to
interjections ~
Mr. ANDERSON.-The education of
this House has been lost on the honorable
member.
Mr. McCoLr~.- You are an old man, and
should know better than to tell such lies.
The SPEAKER.-I intend to stop the
honorable member for Gunbower from
making these interjections from the table.
The honorable member for Melbourne
East will be good enough to address him'Self to the question.
Mr. ANDERSON.-I w.ill endeavour to
do so, but how can I help myself when an
ex-Minister of the Crown breaks the rules
of this House and persists ill doing so? I
did not think until to-night. that there was
anything serious in this motion. Up to
the present everybody has seemed so delighted with the Premier and his mode of
conducting the affairs of this country. I
am not aware that any honorable member
has succeeded in sustaining any charge
against the Government except in the case
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I have mentioned, and in that case the
blame lay no more on the Premier than on
those members who indorsed his action by
voting with him. No doubt a big canvass
has been made in this matter. The supporters of the motion have gone round
the chamber and have tackled nearly
everybody except myself. They let me
alone. I suppose that was because they
tried their hand on me once before and
failed. I have said before, and I will say
it again, that in my opinion our mode of
appointing the Governmell t is a bad one.
The Minister of Lands spoke at one time
of introducing a Bill which would provide
for the election of.the Executive on diffel'€l:tt
lines, but I suppose that, like the others,
having got into the arena himself, he was
not disposed to upset the existing state of
things. I believe a much better plan
would be that, after the general election,
the Government should be elected by
ballot in this House, and that Ministers
should hold office as an independent
.Executive until the effiuxion of time, or
until the House is dissolved. If that
principle were adopted, all this log-rolling
that has been going on would be done away
with. The best men would have a show.
That is not the case under the present
system. As soon as one Government goes
out of office disappointed members begin
to intrigue against the incoming Government. That has been going on to my eel'·
tain knowledge for the last five years. ·What
did I see the other night ~ I saw certain
members accompanying certain other
members to their places of abode. I said
to a friend who was with me-"Do you see
rrhat individual
what is going on ~
would not walk with the other man
unless he had some special object." I was
passing the Grand Hotel, and found a
litt.le circle there also, laying down the
law and arranging the whole pbn of campaign. Yet we are told that there has
been 110 intriguing. Why, I cannot help
hearing it behind me every night on
these benches. Sometimes I wish I were
deaf so that I should not hear it.
The wonder to me is that the Turner Government have survived so long.
They have only survived so long because, in my opinion, and evidently in
the opinion of the majority of the members
of this House, they have been a good,
honest, and faithful Government. They
have passed more liberal measures
than all the Governments I have known
for t.he last 40 years. They have put

Want of Confidence

[30 Nov., 1899.J

laws on the statute-book that had previously been fought for for a quarter of a
century without being accomplished. They
have secured one man one vote for this
country. How many previous Governments tried to secure that, and al ways
failed 1 The present Government has
passed a Factories Act, which is admittedly a piece of experimental legislation, and they have amended it as circumstances required. '1'he present Government also had to carry out a revision of
the Tariff. That work took about nine
months. How many Governments are
there who have carried through a work
of that kind 1 How many Governments
would have had the nous, the force of
character, and the honesty of purpose to
do any such thing1 The Government have
done all these things, and now honorable
mem bers fall back and accuse Ministers of
maladministration. For instance, we are
told that there has been indifferent
administration ill the Lands department.
This young fellow from Ararat is a marvel.
Where are the old members of this House,
when a young fellow like that, who came
here-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member must not say that.
Mr. ANDERSON.-'Vell, I will say the
honorable member for Ararat. He has
discovered that there is not a department
in the Government that is properly administered. He tells us that chaos: has
come again, and I suppose he is going to
be our redeemer. 'VeIl, all I can say is
that if ou'l' Parliament is reduced to that
kind of thing the sooner the Boers come
here and upset us the better. It is
€nough to make the old members of the
House shrink into their boots and never
re-appear. Reverting once more to the
honorable member for Gippsland North, I
am sure there is no other honorable member who could have induced the House
and the Government to establish an institution which I stated at the time would
be a rotten concern. £50,000 went to
that company on the first occasion, and
some £13,000 afterwards, and then they
wanted another grant. The Premier had
such a respect for his ex-colleague that he
was weak enough to give way in the first
instance. Afterwards he saw that he had
made a mistake, and he put his foot down
and refused to recommend the granting
of any more money. I am sure that is the
only reason why the honorable member
for Gippsland North should com8 forward
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now with a motion of want of confidence
against a gentleman who has treated him
so kindly. N ow, if there is anything in
this world that I abhor and detest it is a
man who is wanting in gratitude. Never
trust a man who has no gratitude. It
appears to me that if there was no other
man ion this country who could be found
to move this vote of confidence the honorable member for Gippsland North should
be the last to do so.
Mr. BROWN.-Who should be the last 1
Mr. ANDERSON.-·N ot you, because
you would move anything.
Mr. BRowN.-Don't you make any mistake about that.
Mr. ANDERSON.-It is not a mistake.
Mr. BROWN.-It does not come well
from a man of your character to say that.
Mr. ANDERSON.-The honorablemember had better not speak of my character.
I have never inj ured any man or woman
in this country. I defy any man to impugn my character in any way-morally,
commer~ly, or politically.
The J3~4KER.-rrhat has nothing to
do w~ti\.. t9.e debate.
Mr. ~DERSON.-I know that; but
what' can Joou do with certain people who
inter~ect 1 I am very sorry that things
have taken the turn they have. I am
sorry because I know the Premier was a
Hif'l colleagues
very ardent federalist.
were the same.
'1'he Premier worked
hard in the Convention, and he moved one
or t"wo motions there that are a credit to
him, and th.at will redound to his credit
long after he ceases to exist. At the
Premiers' conference the right honorable
gentleman carried a proposal which Mr.
Barton, who was the leader of the Convention, has since described to me as an
act of great forethollght. That proposal
was that the Federal Parliament should
sit in Melbourne until the federal
capital is ready for its reception.
Mr. Barton told me i:-hat no one had
thought of that except our Premier.
After the Premier has worked so hard for
federation, and when we are just on the
eve of the eonsummation of that great
object, surely it would be an act of ingratitude for this House to turn the
Government out of office. I am not aware
that any charge can be successfully
alleged against the Government, nor'am I
aware that they have lost the confidence
of the country. I am sure that they still
possess that confidence. There was never
a Government in office for so many years
0

0
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in this colony who had the same popularity with the people as that now enjoyed
by the Turner Government. I am brought
constantly in touch with a large number
of country people, and I know what their
opinion of the Government is. However,
a dead set is evidently being made against
the Government at the present moment,
not by the Opposition, to their credit be it
said, but by a few honorable snakes-in-thegrass sitting behind the Government,
who have been all along watching for
an opportunity to "slate" Ministers.
When Sir George Turner made his celebrated speech at St. Kilda, at the time of
the last general election, every candidate
for Parliament, including eX-lnembers, supported him. 'Vhen this House met, the
supporters of the Government were so
numerous that there was Rcarcely room
for them on this side of the Chamber.
From that time up to the pre'sent, intrigue
has been going on.
Certain honorable
members watched for an opportunity of
attackillg the Government, but they failed
to filHl it. The Govern men; ~ould not
have been attacked now had' i\. n~ J:een
for the honorable member for ~psland
North, and he was the last 111;n
the
House from whom I would have expected
such action. Now, I am done. 'Whatever
may be the fate of the Government, I
hope that if we cannot go to the country
now, we shall go at a very early period.
I am confident of what the result will
be. In my opinion the supporters of the
Government who are now deserting them
will not come back to Parliament.
Mr. PEACOCK.-vYe have listened tonight to an indictment of the Government
from myoId colleague, the honorable member for Gippsland North. He was good
enough in the course of his address to
speak in rather flattering terms of myself
in reference to a measure that I had the
privilege of introducing to the House, and
also in refel:ence to the Amending Bill.
Several other honorable members have also
sy:>oken in complimentary terms of my
t.\irlillistration of the department of which
I have charge. Despite all that, they are
prepttred tosend me and my colleagues to the
opposition benches. I have, perhaps, had
a unique experience as a politician since I
t:lI.tn.e into the Chamber~ eleven years
ago. I was one of the first generation of
younger politicians who were returned by
a constituency at the first time of asking.
It has never been my misfortune to suffer
defeat. I have had more walks-over than

in

in Ministers.

any man in the colony of Victoria. I dci
not think that the st.rongest of my
political opponents either inside or outside of the chamber will say that I have
ever wavered from the principles that I
laid down, or t.hat my conduct has not
been that of a true and cOllsistent liberal.
Mr. BRowN.-That is a good speech for
your next seat.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have not had the
experience of the' honorable member who,
when he had to appeal to his constituents
some time ago, was sent to the right-about,
and who on a second and third time of
asking was unsuccessful. The honorable
member then had to go to a new district,.
and only secured his seat by pledging
himself to support the policy of my honorable chief. At the first opportunity he
deserted him, and went over to the
Opposition, as he had done on a previous
occasion. With regard to the indictment
of the Government, I do not find very
much in the charges that have been made
by the honorable member for Gippsland
North. They are very lame. I kno\v
the honorable mem bel' too well to
believe that he was in any of the'
intrigues that have been going on.
I
accept the statement he made absolutely.
His heart was never in this work. It is a
remarkable development in political affairs
throughout the great Continent of Australia, that j llst at the time when the
federal machine is to be brought into
working order, those who were at the head
of the Governments, who were instrumental
in securing the passing of the Federal Bill
should-Mr. BRowN.-All have gone down.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Yes, and by what
means have they gone down 1 In New
South Wales, Queensland, and South Australia, the same remark does not apply to
Tasmania, the attack made upon them has·
come from those who opposed the Federal
Bill. I t is said that we are to go down
to-night.
Mr. BRowN.-And so you are.
Mr. PEA,COCK.-I am not afraid to go
down. Does the honorable member think
that we have remained on the Treasury
bench primarily for the sake of the remuneration that we have received 1
Mr. BRowN.-I did not say that.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I am glad to hear that
the honorable member did not mean that.
But to come back to my point. Mr. Reid
was not at first loyal to the federal cause,'
but he was subsequently. How was he
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turned out of office ~ He was turned out federation, the "young braves," as tho
by men who were annoyed at the atti- honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
tude he took up in regard to federa- Bailes) called them, joining forces now
tion.
How was Mr. Dickson turned with those whohave been opposed'tofederaout of office ~ He attended the Pre- tion, for the purpose of ousting the present
miers' conference in Melbourne, and Government. I know that for some time
we know that if it had not been for the past tl"lere has been a desire, on the part
firm stand which he afterwards made in of certain honorable members, to punish
the cause of federation, Queensland would the Premier for the attitude he assumed.
not have adopted the Commonwealth Bill. I admit candidly tln,t this is not the
Has he not been punished by the repre- motive that has actuated the majority of
sentatives of Brisbane interests who were honorable members on the opposition side
opposed to the Commonwealth Bill, and of the House. I know that it has been
who were determined that the honorable said of myself that I did not take a promigentleman who was instrumental in getting nent part in the Federal Convention. 'l'hat
it carried should be sent to the right-about. may be so, but no one has ever questioned
Has not the same thing occurred also my loyalty to the cause. I never q llesin the sister colony of South Australia? tioned the loyalty of somo of those honorThe Opposition of the day combined able members who now propose to cross
with a few deserters from the Government the floor, and to vote against the Governside who were opposed to federation, and ment. I know, from my association with
opposed to it not only because they did t.hem, that they have" never wavered in
not believe in it, but because they knew their support of fede~ation. But what is
full well that in the near futnre there the spectacle that has been presented to
wculd be a reduction both in the remu- us to-night ~ For the first time in the
neration and in the number of members history of this deliberative Assembly, we
of the local Parliament to oust the Govern- have seen an attack made on the Government. Do honorable members imagine ment from behind the Treasury bench,
that this attack has been made upon the and we have seen it solidly supported by
Turner Government for the reasons that the Opposition.
are set Clut in the motion ~ No. The
Mr. GRosE.-Solidly and silently .
. movement started primarly amongst those
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes, we have not
who were opposed to the action of the heard a word from the leader of the
Government and to the views of the House Opposition as to the attitude he is going
in respect to the Commonwealth Bill. to take up.
If the honor.able memI was a member of the Shiels Govern- ber for Gippsland North, and those
ment, and nothing has pained me more who are now going to displace the
during my. Ministerial career than to find Government think that the people will
that those who were associated with me not take cognizance of what is transin the Government and who deputed the piring in the House they are very m.uch
honorable member for Maryborongh and , mistaken.
A Government is to be
myself to wait upon Sir George Turner brought into power without any declaraand ask him to take the leadership, ti0n of policy from those who are to be
should be in the forefront of this attack its leaders.
Granted that the charges
upon the Government. Have not those against the Government, and they are
honorable members been the leaders of the very flimsy, have some foundation, is
anti-federal movement? The honorable it right that honorable members, and
member for Gippsland North was hon- particularly those who profess liberal
estly opposed to the Commonwealth Bill. views, should vote for a change of
The honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Government without knowing anything
Higgins) was also opposed to it, and then of the policy that is to bo adopted
there are the honorable member for by the Government that is to take
Maryborough, the honorable member for their place. They say that they have
Numurkah, and the honorable memb('r for not received any proclises, and that
N orman by. It is from this particular they kno,... nothing about the policy
quarter that the attack on the Govern·· that the honorable member for Gippsland
ment came. I am sorry to see honorable North is going to enunciate; that they
members who have been associated ~'ith know that a Government is to be brought
me for years past, in connexion with an into existence which is to be supported by
organization ,vhich has dono so much for the Opposition, from whom they differ on
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political matters.
We heard from the
honorable member for Gippsland North·
to-night that he intends to look for support to the members of the present
Government.
'Vas there ever a more
pitiable spectacle preRented to a deliberative body?
The honorable rilember
. expects that we, if we have to go into
opposition, will support him in the legislation which he introduces.
Mr. McLEAN.-Yon expected support
from honorable members whose policy you
condemned.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Have we heard any
declaration to-night from those who are
going to desert the Government after supporting them for many years past, or
from the leaders of the new party who are
to form the next Government, as to what
attitude they are going to assume with
regard to the legislation that has almost
passed through this Chamber, and to the
enactment of which the public outside
have been looking forward with delight ~
The first to \V'elcome the honorable member for Gippsland North to-morrow morning, with delight and pleasure, if he succeeds in carrying this motion, will be the
president of the Chamber of Manufa0tnres.
f)~he first congratulations that will be
offered to the honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Higgins), the honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Mr. Cook), the
honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
Hamilton), the honorable member £91'
Ararat, the honorable member for Ballarat 'Vest (Mr. Kirton) will be from
those who will be delighted to see anything occur in the topsy-tllrveydom of
politics by which that legislation can be
delayed and, if possible, wrecked. Those
are the men who will be ready to congratulate the honorable members who are
now deserting the liberal party in this
Chamber.
Several HONORABLE ME~mERs. -No.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Yes. Granted the
Government have made mistakes--and a
Government that has been fiye years in
office is liable to make mistakes-no one
can ever say· of me as a Minister that,
when I have found I haye made a mistake, I have not been the first to ~dmit
it. This Government a·nd my honorable
chief may have made mistakes; but, if
the Premier has made mistakes, they
have been irmocently made, and do honorable members who were returned to
support. the MiniRtry tbink it is right to
desert the Government on that account ~
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They may condemn the Government, but
the public outside will not, on account of
snch mistakes, condemn a Government
which has been five years in office and has
carried on the affairs of the country under
most difficult and trying circumstances,
aided by the generous support of Parliament with the concurrence of the whole
colony. Do honorable members who are
now a.bout to desert the Government
think that the public or the liberal voters
throughout Victoria are going to forget
all the good work of the present Administration, and condemn them for one little
sin they ha ye committed ~ I feel confiden t
from my experience of the public of this
colony that they will give an entirely different answer to that question. ·Whether
we are to go shortly to our constituents
or when Parliament dies a natural death I
can calmly await my Ministerial doom, and
will sink or swim with my colleagues, for
I feel confident that the men who to-night
desert the liberal party will be remembered
at the next election by the constituencies.
I am pleased to know that I have been
associated with the straightest goer in
politics that Victoria or any other colony
has ever seen. I was one of those who,
sitting in opposition, urged the present
head of the Government to take ~he post
of leader of the Opposition, because'
I felt that he was the right man for
that position. When I was in the Munro
Government, I told Mr. Munro that he
ought to have taken in the member for
St. Kilda, who had shown such conspicuous
ability. The present Premier has sacrificed
himself for the past five years, and has
been true to eyery interest in the country.
He has helped ~he farmers and the miners
in his legislation, as well as in his administration, and he has won honours here
and gained the confidence of the people of
Victoria. I know not what may be the result of the vote in this House to-night, but
I feel and kno,,, that the people of the
colony recognise the industry, zeal, perseverance, and self-sacrifice with which the
head of the present Government has administered the affairs of this country
through the most troublous times, and
that the public will hear it with deep regret if the man who has been honoured
with their confidence, as was clearly proved by the result of the Convention election, and by every appeal that has been
made to the country at by-elections ever
since this Government came into power,
is now driven from office by an ad verse
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vote of this Chamber. At the first vacancy
the honorable member for Windermere was
returned, in the place of the late ~1r. vv.
Anderson, pledged to support the Turner
Government. At the recent by"election
for Melbourne East, a pledged supporter
of the Government was returned unopposed for the seat previously held by a
member of the Opposition, and to-day
there is to be an election in a constituency
of a mixed character, where everyone of
the five candidates is pledged to support
the Turner Government if returned to this
House.
Au HONORABLE l\'1ElIIBER.-Oh, this is
" too thin."
'
Mr. PEACOCK.--No, it is not too thin.
It ,vill be fOLlnd to be too thick when it is
tested right through. Vie find the same
condition of things in connexion with the
Footscray eleotion. Each of the candidates is pledged to support the present
Administration. Why did not our opponents challenge those seats if, they felt
that tho Turner Government had been
guilty of vacillation ~ 'Vill they select
and support a candidate for the representation of Footscray, and try to win
that seat in the interests of the McLean
Government, which, according to the statements made to-night, is soon to be brought
into existence. But, to come back to my
point once more, I must confess to a feeling of astonishment that the Opposition
benches have been so silent to-night. The
conspiracy of silence on the part of the
Opposition is very significant, because
such a thing has never occurred before in
the history of political affairs in this
country. 'Ve have not had any declaration from the mover of the motion as to
the policy that is to be enunciated, nor
have we heard anything from the leader
of the Opposition Qr his side of the House
as to what attitude the Opposition are
going to assume with regard to the
legislation that is pending, and that is
greatly desired by a vast majority of the
people of the colony. Is it fair to the
people we represent ~ ,Is it right and
proper that the Government, whatever
minor mistakes it may have made,should
be hurled from the Treasury bench without'
one word to the electors of the Legislative
Assembly as to the policy which is to be
carried out by the new Administration ~
'What has occurred to-night ~ The Opposition have decided, I understand, that the
vote shall be taken before the House
rises. 'VeIl 'che Governmeut do not
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mind that, so far as they are concerned;
but what is the object of that decision ~
Is it not to prevent the constituencies of
the country ha.ving an opportunity to
declare their will ~ Nothing is known
throughout the whole colony as to the
attitude that is being taken by the Opposition to-night., Honorable members can
guess pretty well the reason for this conspiracy of silence. I do not blame the
Opposition for taking advantage of the
first time they have had an opportunity of
tripping up the Government, thanks to
the defection of some of our supporters.
Mr. SANGSTER.-rrhanks to their treachery.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is only natural for
the Opposition to take advantage ·of this
opportunity; but the people of the country,
and the liberals of this Chamber, have a
right to know before the division is taken
what is to be the attitude of the head of
the new Government, and of the leader of
the Opposition, with regard to the one big
measure that is now trembling in the
balance. As yet, there has been no such
decla,ration at all. To-morrow morning
tens of thousands of people in Victoria
will want to know what position the new
Government is going to take in regard to
that measure, and yet not one word is
vouchsafed in Parliament from those who
are taking a leading part in this movement to oust the present Administration.
Some honorable members have said tonight that while as Chief Secretary I have
brought 'in legislation to better the condition of the workers of this colony,
I, as Minister of Education, have not
done what I could to improve the
position of affairs in the Education department, so far as pay IS concerned.
Honorable members know that the truth
in regard to that matter is entirely different from what they have been asked
to believe. It may suit some honorable
members for political purposes to speak
thus of myself, but honorable members in
this Cham be!.', and my eol1eagLi.es, know
that such is not correct.
Docum6nts in
the Education ,department, which can be
turned up by my successor, will clearly
prove that I have been doing my level
best to improve the position of the great
. body of public servants employed in that
department of the public service. I had
a most difficult task to perform as a
young politician, when I took charge of
the Education department, but I received
loyal snpport from this House and from
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the country generally, during that trying me of treachery, because I was not reperiod of retrenchment. Did anyone ever turned by the people of Port Melbourne,
think that I and my colleagues, ill our to support any Government. At the last
respective departments, carried out that election I condemned the Turner Governpolicy of retrenchment from pure love of ment, or rather the speech which Sir
retrenchment, or that it gave us special George 'rurner delivered at St. Kilda, bepleasure and delight 1 'Ve had a most cause he stated that he had fought hard
arduous and thankless task imposed on for the past three years, that he had introus and a heavy responsibility to bear, duced and carried useful legislation, that
but we did our duty to the best of our he had dOlle everything he could to balance
ability throughout that trying time. As the national ledger, and that he was going
to the legislation I have had the pleasure to give the COUll try a slight rest, and see
of initiating from the Chief Secretary's if it could recover itself, and bring back
department., I am thankful to know that the peace and prosperity which we were
Almost every honorable
despite the fact that I represent a country all looking for.
constituency and that such legislation mem bel' on the Ministerial side of the
could not help me in the slightest degree Honse pledged himself to support the
ill my political career in that particular Turner Government in carrying out that
constituency, I have, in some measure, policy, but I condemned that policy', and
notwithstanding certain defects, brought the Premier condemned me and other
comfort in no small degree to a large honorable members in the Ministerial
proportion of our industrial population corner for continually trying to whip him
The
whose lives have been to a certain extent up to do more than he was doing.
bettered by that legislation. The people Premier said at that time, "Save me from
of the colony will want to know what is to my friends," alluding to honorable membe the attitude of the new Government bers who were called his friends, and who
with regard to that legislation, but so far sat in the Ministerial corner. As a matter
as we have heard to-night we know nothing of fact, they were his best friends, buthe did
as to what the new Government is going not recognise it at that time. He thcught
to do, or whether it is going to allow that that those who were sitting directly belegislation to absolutely drop. It will suit hind him were his best friends, but he has
certain persons inside and outside of this now found out what sort of friends they are.
House to see that legislation dropped alto- The honorable member for Ararat only
gether. Before we go to a division on this e~me into Parliament at that time pledged
motion I challenge my honorable friends to support the Tl1l'ner Government. He
who are in the confidence of the hOllorable says they have not carried out the policy
member for Gippsland North-the leader they pledged themselves to in 1897; but
of the Opposition, or some responsible I say they have, and far more than they
member-to tell us what they intend to do pledged themselves to. All the members
with regard to this legislation. What is who are going to vote for this motion toto be the new policy 1
night then went about stumping the
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-You may ask, country and addressing the electors, aU
but they will not answer.
supporting the Turner Government. There
Mr. PEACOCK.-I suppose that an were not more than seven 01' eight even
answer to my question is not to be ex- on the opposition side of the Howse who
pected-that the conspiracy of silence is were not supporting them. The honorstill to continue, but if so, all I can say is, able member for Anglesey, the honorable
that I am c.onfident that the electors of member for Eastern Suburbs, and the prethe Legisl'ative Assembly will note the atti- sent leader of the Opposition sairl they did
tude that has been assumed here to-night not approve of the Government policy,
by those who are seeking to oust the pre- but 'the large majority of the Opposition
expressed approval of the Government
sent Government from office.
:Mr. SANGSTER.-I feel that whether . policy with regard to the finances,
the division is taken now or at some other although they would not go with them in
time, I cannot give a silent vote on the the social legislation which I and my
motion after what has been said by some colleagues advocated. 'rhe Government
honorable members in this House to- themselves would not go so far as we
If I had decided in my own wanted to go. The Premier said he would
night.
mind to vote against the Government rather see us leave this (the Ministerial)
on this occasion nobody could have accused corner, and go to the other side of the

Want of Confidence

[30 Nov., 1899.J

House, because we wanted him to go too far.
And what do we find now. That those
who were his particular friends, sitting behind him, and even in his Cabinet, were
the men who were conspiring to take his
position as soon as they got half a chance.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Hear, hear, old
colleagues.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am one of those
who did not pledge myself to support
this, or any other Government, but I am
pledged to support measures. Some of
those measures the 'rnrner Government
have carried, and others of them they
have on their programme. But what shall
I be supporting if I support this present
movement ~ I shall, like some of my
colleagues who have left the labour party,
be supporting something for my own
interest, not for the interests of those I
represent; because the promoters of this
motion cannot carry it except by the help
of the Opposition, and what am I to
expect from those gentlemen for the
workers of this country, whose interests I
try to represent to the best of my ability~
Those gentlemen, of course, say they
sympathize with the workers. Yes, they
sympathize with them and beat them Oll
every measure that is brought in for their
benefit.
Every measure that is introduced for the benefit of the workers of
this colony is either sought to be defeated
or delayed ·by those who are going to support the proposed new Ministry. If the socalled liberal party were so divided amongst
themsel ves as against the Government
that they could carry this resolution by a
majority on this side of the House, I
~would give them credit for having found
better men than the present Government;
but they cannot do that, they must enlist
the sympathy of those gentlemen who are
now sitting quietly and doing as they
have done before-letting the liberal
party fight amongst themsel ves, and then
taking whatever kudos is to be got out of
the conflict. I have no acquaintance with
the honorable member for Gippsland
North, who is moving this motion, but
some of the men who are supporting him
I have been associated with, and their
action is not much of a surprise to me.
Indeed, I am pleased at this vote to-night,
because it enables llS to get rid of some
of them'from the labour party. I have
never recognised them as straight members of the labour party. We have, however, some straight men who have a policy,
and who will fight for that policy whatever
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Government comes in or goes out. I am
prepared to vote for this Government,
because they have carried out some of the
measures we proposed, a.nd they have tried
to carry out mauy of the others. For that
reason I am voting for them; but I do not
care what Government is in power; the
Government that will advance the measures of the party to which I belong is the
Government that I will fight for. If I were
to vote for this new movement I would be
ashamed to face my constituents to-morrow. Not that we are satisfied with the
Turner Government on every point-they
would be a wonderful Government if that
were the case. We have found fault
with them over and over again. vVe
have found fault with Ollr own leader
for not fighting them harder. He is more
of a diplomat than some of us. He has
recognised over and over again that we
might, perhaps, get more by being quiet,
but I do not recognise that, because I C011sider that the only way to get the measures we want through is by agitation,
and letting the Government know we are
in earnest to have those measures on the
statute-book. W~e desire to improve to the
best of OUf ability everyone in this colony,
and when we start at the fOllndation
there is no fear of the superstructure suffering. I do not think that lowe the
present Government much. I have made
some complaints with regard to one of the
departments, and I was challenged by the
Government to prove my statements. I
was prepared, and tried to do so, but every
obstacle was put in my way by those interested, and every power was brought to
bear against me. At the same time I am
prepared to support this Government just
the same as before, so long as they bring
forward measures of which we approve.
'rhe honorable member for Melbourne
'Vest said he was voting with the Government because his party had decided to do
that. 'rhe honorable member for Ararat
challenged him to vote according to his
conscience. Now, I am going to vote
according to my conscience, but I believe
the honorable member for Ararat will not
vote according to his conscience, because
I do not think he has got any. He came
into this House two years ago pledged to
support the Government, and was e!ected
on that pledge. 'Vhen the police vote
was taken twelve months ago, and what
was called the 6d. crisis, took place, he
was not in the House. He has told
me that he was pleased that he was not,
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because he would not have liked to vote
against the Government. On the next
night, when the extra money was to he
voted for the asylum people, he sat alongside the Chief Secretary until he could see
if the numbers were up, and then the Chief
Secretary gave him leave to save .himself
because the Government was safe. That
is the sort of man who talks about peoples'
consciences. I would like to heal' him
answer for his own conscience and let
other peoples' consciences alone. I am
voting according to my conscience, because
I know the policy which this Government
have laid down and followed, but I do not
know the policy of the new Government,
supported as it must be by members of the
Opposition side of the House. The honorable member who has moved this resolution has told us that he does not expect to
carry it except by the help of the other
side. Then what is he going to carry it
for ~ rs he going to carry out the policy
of the present Government, and does
he expect them to assist him in
doing so ~ If so, where will the opposition be ~ I shall be pleased, so far as
I am individually concerned, whether this
motion is carried or not, because if it is
not carried I will remain in this corner
and still have to find fault with the Turner
Government OIl many occasions, while if it
is carried I shall be pleased to take my
seat in the opposition corner, where I
claim the labour party should always sit.
They should never be on the Government
side of the House; they should always sit
in the opposition corner, and fight straight
out for placing the best measures on the
statute-book. Then the Government could
not find fault with them for going too far,
or finding fault with the Government at
times, because they would not go far
enough. I admit that the Premier has
done that. He has said that we ~ere not
the supporters he wanted, because we
wanted him to go too fast, and those
gentlemen opposite also considered he was
going too fast and tried to drag him back.
It will be amusing, if not instructive, to
see how the new Admministration gets on
with those same gentlemen sitting alongside of them as their supporters. When
the labour party sits solid in the opposition corner, it will also be somewhat interesting to see how they get 011. Throughout the whole civilized world a labour
party is springing up-although it may be
called by different names-the working
party, the labour party, or the socialistic
Mr. Sangster.
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party. In Australia we have been pleased
to call it the labour party, and in every
colony during the last few years, that
party has been growing. In Queensland
to-day the leader of the labour party is endea vouring to form a Ministry. Do not
make any mistake about the labour party.
It is a growing party. We have traitors
in it no doubt-two in South Australia the other day, who, voted against
their party, and we have two here who
are going to vote against their party
to-night.
The SPEAKER.-Order ; the honorable
member must not apply such a term to
any honorable member of this House.
Mr. SANGSTER.~Then I will say we
have got some professed members of the
labour party who have determined not to
vote en bloc with t.hem. I won't call
them traitors--they will call themselves
that to-morrow.
Mr. MURRAY S:auTH.-Are not Members
of Parliament free agents ~ Are they not
all allowed to exercise their individual
opinions.
Mr. SAl~GSTER.-Decidedly they are ;
but they are not allowed to meet in caucus,
the same as some people do, and decide
to keep silent and let the other people
break out.
They are not allowed to
pledge themsel ves to men in a
room and then go and break their
pledges immediately afterwards when it
suits them. Of course there are members
of the labour party, as there are members
of every other party, who will do that
kind of thing all over the world. You will
find men in every country who will sit on
one side of the House to-day, and cross
over to-morrow, if it suits their individual
interests. For my part, I will cross over
to any side where I will get the most for
the party I represent-the workers of the
colony, the class of people who have been
neglected by Parliaments for years, except
when they were able to get a little by the
assistance of men who were generous
enough to assist them. Weare often
told that honorable members opposite
have just as much sympathy with the
working men as we have. Of course
they have. We always find them saying-" Poor fellow, I am sorry" for you,
but 4s. a day is all you are worth, and
you cannot get any more. Whether you
can live on it or not is nothing to us." I
have condemned the Government over
and over again for the sweating policy
adopted in some of the departments. I
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condemned them for that the other night, where I have been condemned because
when they were raising the salaries of I spoke for the Government when they
the highly-paid officers and leaving the I were being condemned indiscriminately.
lower-paid officers still unsatisfied.
I But I have told the people that the
am one who likes to see every officer' Government were actually doing more
well paid, whether he occupies a high than they pledged themselves to do, and
or low position; but I want to see that if people were dissatisfied they themlower-paid men get some satisfaction first. selves were to bhtmed for not sending
Weare told by the Government to-night more men into the House who would
that they have done good work in that be in favour of extending the policy of
direction. So they have, but still I want to the Governmellt. rVho are the people
see them to do better. I have no doubt that /here who are trying to upset the Governto-morrow I shall be told by lots of those ment ~ They were pledged to support
who are very badly paid that I. have been the Turner Government. The Governwrong in voting for this Government, ment will be supported by me on the
because they have not done all that those present occasion, because they have pledged
men expected. No doubt they have not themselves to carry out my own platform,
done all I would have liked to see them and the platform of the party whom I
do, but at the same time I admit that support. The people who are trying to
they ha.ve done a lot, and it is quite upset them are men of no policy, who
possible that they have done aU they have made no promises, but who simply
could do with the money at their disposal. say to the Government-" We want to get
Now, is that the case~ Have not the Go- you out of that."
Mr. STERRY.-At the commencement
vernment borrowed money with the consent of tbis House for the carrying out of of this debate I was disinclined to say anyGovernment works that would give em- thing. As the debate has proceeded, I
ployment to our people and a fillip to in- have regretted the violence of several of
dustries 1 Is it not a fact that they have the speeches that have been made, more
done much in that direction 1 Would the particularly the speech of the honorable
honorable member for Geelong (Mr. member for Port Melbourne, who has just
Higgins) do the same 1 Did he not resumed his seat.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am" proud to hear that
attempt to stop them from borrowing
money ~ If that is to be his policy, I have I have been violent for once in my life.
no faith in it, feeling sure that if borrowMr. STERRY.-·Whilst speeches of that
ings <'I,1'e not indulged in to some extent kind have no tendency to attract friends
starvation must be the policy. rYe have of any cause they have a very great
had such enormous borrowings in the past tendency to alienate those who are disthat, when they ceased, starvation ensued posed to give a fair and honest support
to many men in the country. This Go- to the cause of labour. The honorable
vernment came into office in 1894 to try member for Port Melbourne has seen fit
and balance the ledger, and they had to to make a somewhat pointed attack-an
accept the position as they found it. uncalled for attack, I think I may sayHow could they have balanced the on some other honorable members, and
ledger, however, if they had started to particularly upon the Opposition, amongst
raise salaries at once 1 They had to whom there are men who are not altogether
keep salaries down and try to pull through in accord with the motion that has been
or else the country would never have sup- moved against the Government. Now, I
ported them. I admit that the Govern- need not say mu·ch in defence of the Goment have not done all that I would have vernment. They are very well capabJe in
liked to see them do, and they would be a speaking for themselves, as they have done
very smart Government if they did, be- to-night. On many occasions I have voted
cause the policy of the labour party is that against the Government- when I thought
they are never satisfied. Theirs is a pro- they were in the wrong, and I. shall always
gressive policy. As soon as we get two or reserve that right to myself so long as I
three of the planks of our platform carried have the honour of being a member of
we go in for others. The Government, this House. But I feel to-night that they
whom some honorable members are trying have been unfairly attacked by men
to oust to-night, have done a lot of good whom the country expected were going
work. I have been at meetings of the to give them the best support, and when
unemployed during the last twelve months I find that that is the case I begin to
U
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doubt the company I find myself in.
I
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-vVe have been
may have been dissatisfied with the sitting coutinuously for a llumber of hours,
Government on more than one occasion, and there are stil1, I am informed, many
and I have felt that of late they have honorable members who desire and intend
shown a want of earnestness in their to speak on this subject. As these newsendeavours to pass the measures they papers have been circulated, I would sughave introduced. But when I find what gest following the usual custom on the
I was not aware of, but which, perhaps, occasion of long sittings: that you, sir,
members of the Government were aware leave the chair for a short period to allow
of, that they were receiving a half-hearted honorable members to read the papers.
support from many of their own professed
The Speaker then left the chair.
On the House resuming,
supporters, how can anyone wonder, how
can the country wonder - will they
Mr. STERRY said-I certainly must
wonder 1 - that the Government have deprecate the violence' of some of the
hesitated and appeared to be weak. speeches which have been made by
'rhe weakness was amongst honor- honorable members, particularly the
able members themselves.
I am sorry honorable member for Port Melbourne,
to find that in this House there are who made a kind of party speech which
so many members who, in the words of the I think was uncalled for on this occasion.
song, "Dunno where they are." I am I claim to be as much in sympathy with
surprised to find that there are so many the working portion of the community of
honorable members on this (the Minis- this colony as any member of this House,
terial) side of the House who "dunno and perhaps I may also claim to have as
where they are." And they do not know much of their support and confidence.
where they are going to, either. I am At any rate I cannot help feeling that my
quite prepared to see a change of Govern- position in this House is' due to the
ment any day if I can only feel, as I have sympathy and support in a fair and
a right to feel, that I am going to follow honorable manner which I have always
men who have a policy. I have a right. to given to the working classes throughout
feel assured on behalf of the country, a the colony, and I feel sure that up to the
portion of whom I have the honour to re- present at least they have not mist.rusted
present, that the country is going to be me.
I regret very much that the
benefited by a change of Government. question of the labour party, as against
N ow I, at any rate, feel as I believe a those who are supposed to be opposed
majority of the people I represent will feel to the rights of labour, should be
to-morrow, that they have no assurance raised at all in this debate. Although,
whatever that they will fare better at the as I have said, I sympathize with the
hands of those who now desire to oust the working classes, I have sometimes felt
Government Uian from the members of the that this Government, as well as other
Ministry. I believe that the country will Governments, have gone too far in that
question the motives of those honorable direction. I have thought that they were
members to whom I refer, notwithstanding being led into errors or extremes, and I
their apparent earnestness-and I must have not supported the present Governgive them credit for being in earnest; I ment on occasions of that kind, nor shall
believe they are in earnest.
I support any other Government in
The SPEAKER-(noticing several hon- extreme proposals of the same nature. I
orable members reading copies of the feel bound to say, however, that there is
morning newspapers).-I do not know who no mistrust on the part of the great
brought these papers into the Chamber, majority of the people of this country in
but it is entirely against the standing the present Government.
The Governorders for honorable members to read ment have, perhaps, shown a weakness or
newspapers while a debate is proceeding. want of backbone on some occasions.
First, it distracts the speaker who is Only a day or two ago I told a prominent
addressing the House, and, secondly, it supporter of the Government on this side
prevents the House from hearing what he who generally has my confidence, that I
says. I would refer honorable members thought the Governmentwereshowingasort
who desire to read the newspapers to of weak-kneedness. Although I wondered
Standing Order No. 31. They may read at that then, I do not wonder at it now,
them outside if they desire to do so, but I when I find that they are not going to be
will not allow it here.
stormed from the front, but are going to
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have an attack made upon them from the
rear. vVhen I looked at the rear to-night,
and heard the speeches delivered from
the bench which I myself occupy, I had
no hesitation whatever in regard to the
side on which my Yote will be cast. I at
once decided that I could not possibly follow those would-be leaders of the Parliament
of Victoria. There has certainly been one
grievous fault laid against the Government. That fault is that they haye outlived their usefulness.
That has not
been said in so many words, but it is
the only deduction I can possibly
derive from some of the' remarks which
haye been made in this debate; because
there has been no serious charge brought
against the Government at all-no charge
whi,ch, in my opinion, can be sustained in
the country, except that to which I have
just alhvied. I may possibly think myself
that the Government are just about at the
end of their usefulness-that, as a matter
of fact, the country will acknowledge that
this Government have fulfilled, and
fulfilled faithfully and well, the mission
which they were appointed to carry out.
That being so, the country may say, as
this House may say to-day, that the
Government have passed their usefulness;
in fact, that they have run to seed, and
that. nothing more can be expected of
them.
Mr. O'NEIIJIJ.-Replant them.
Mr. STERRY.-It is not a matter of replanting them.
Mr. MADDEN.-It is a matter of sup. planting them.
Mr. STERRY.-The country is not
willing to take in place of the present
Ministry the young men who are so
anxious to supplant them. As a matter
of fact, I believe that the country feels as
I believe that a majority of tbis House
feel-that they would
Rather bear the ills we have,
Than fly to others that we know not of,

or to be plainer, rather trust the devils
we know than those we don't know.
That is my own feeling. 'When this
motion was moved I felt that I had a
perfectly free mind with regard to it. I
was quite willing to recognise that there
must be an end to all good things, but I
also felt that to the Ministt·y was due the
credit that is always due to those who
have struggled and borne" the heat and
burden of the clay," so to speak. In conclusion, I say this to the Government:
that they are now opposed by many of
Session 1899.-[187]
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those who professed to be strong supporters
and much more loyal friends of the
Government than I have eyer professed to
be, or been thought to be, by any member
of the Government. But I see those
gentlemen, who have been apparently so
earnest in the canse of liberalism, for the
present allied with those to whom the
cause of liberalism has mattered little.
I do not trust myself to go further than
that. It is enough for me.
Mr. DUFFY. - I do not like, Mr.
Speaker, to allow this debate to close
WIthout saying a word or two, though at
this hour of the morning I shall not detain honorable members for more than a
few moments. Now, sir, I should like
to know why this conspiracy of silence
has been maintained up till now on the
part of honorable members opposite? Can
we get nothing from them? Are they
going to rule this country without giving
any intimation to this House and to the
country as to what their policy is to be 1
Mr. DUGGAN.-They have no policy.
Mr. DUFFY.-If they have no policy,
it is, of course, easy for them to keep
silence. If honorable members opposite
will not speak, will some of the conspirators on this side of the House speak?
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-,\Vhat has been
your policy ~
Mr. DUFFY.-The honorable member
opposite should not interrupt me, or I may
say something he may be sorry for. As
the honorable member himself has entered
into this conspiracy of silence, he had
better carry it out completely, and as he
will not speak, perhaps he had better not
interject. If honorable members on the
other side of the House cannot enlighten
us, perhaps some of the chief conspirators
on this side will. 'We have heard some of
the lesser lights at considerable length,
but the main conspirators, the "cloudy
Atlases," have enveloped themselves in
silence. I should have thought that the
speeches of the Chief Secretary and the
Minister of Railways would have drawn
some of them.
Are they to aspire to
rule the country and say nothing as to
their policy ~
Mr. STERRy.-Ruin the country, you
mean.
Mr. DUFFY.-Perhaps ruin would be
the better word. I haye watched with
amusement the attitude of the leader of
the Opposition during this debate. This
scene is nothing new to him. He has
assisted at many such; mostly he has
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either been coming into office on such occasions or goiHg out, and he has faced the
situation on all occasions with:111 equal
mind, and with the same sphinx-like face.
But to-night I venture to say he was acting
under different circumstances. I thought
I saw him looking over tothissidewith some
respect for us here on the Treasury bench
as open enemies-the same respect as
we have for him-while he had nothing bnt pure contempt for the
dupes who are playing his game
for him, perhaps successfully. Those.
honorable members who have deserted
the Government on this occasion no doubt
fancy themselves for their own astuteness
and diplomatic dealing, but, Mr. Speaker,
they are doing nothing in the wide world
but acting as the dupes of the leader of the
Opposition and his party, and playing his
game. It is well that the country should
understand that. If they come into office
-as I believe and trust they will notthe leader of the Opposition and his
party will have them on a string, and
they will have to do the bidding of that
party, bound hand and foot to those who
will turn them out of office at the earliest
opportunity. N ow, to-night, Mr. Speaker,
I have heard the honorable member for
Castle maine (Mr. McCay), in allusion
to the Premier's remark that the attack on
the Government was the flimsiest he had
ever heard, say that that was a mere
commonplace such as is always uttered
on these occa8ions. That is. not so.
I and the older members of this House
well remember attacks upon members
which were vehement, with some substance in them; attacks on their adminis. tration, on their legislation, and on their
characters. Attacks made with great
fierceness and earnestness. But the attack to·night was, I must say, the most
milk-aud-water attack-with a good deal
of the milk left out-that it was ever my
lot to listen to in this House. The honorable ~ember for Gippsland North, who
made the attack, is a gentleman whom we
all must respect, and 1 most wonder what
on earth he does in this galley. I was
sorry to see him in the position he has put
himself in. I must say, however, that he
has conducted the attack in a fair,
straightforward, and manly manner. But
some of the other attacks I have heard
have certainly surprised me.
I think
it was 'Varren Hastings who said, at his
trial, that he never knew till then how bad
he had been. In the same way to-night,
J.lfr.
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w hen I was listening to the speeches of
honorable members who have supported
the Government for the last five yeal'Ssome of them for the last two yearsuntil I heard their speeches, I never knew
how bad this Government had been.
I was always, in my innocence, under the
impressioll that the Government was respected in this House and in the country,
and had the support of the House and of
the country; that it had done good work
during the last five years, and that this
House and the country knew it, and had
complimented and respected the Ministry
because they had done it. I had been
under the impression that the honorable
members to whom I have referred had
been sitting in the benches behind the
Ministry because they approved of the
Government policy, and supported the
Government because they believed in
them. But I find now that the Government have all the time had behind them
gentlemen who did not believe in them, and
did not believe in their policy. It now
appears that these gentlemen, when they
had faults to find, did not come forward
in a manly manner and find fault, but
kept back all their grievances till they
thought a fitting opportunity had arrived.
Now they have brought forth from their
magazines all the ammunition they can
find with which to attack the Government.
'Vhat does it amount to ~ It amounts at
the very worst to this-that this Government, after five years of office, has fallen
into some of the same mistakes that most
Governments fall into after five months in
office. What have we done or left undone1
We are told that we have been weak in
our administration and vacillating in our
legislation. Well, sir, our legislation can
speak for itself. It is in the volumes on
the table, and I say, without fear of contradiction, that it is a magnificent record
to the energy, .ability, and zeal of the
Government in the· years they have been
in office. No jeers and sneers from honQ1'able members who support this motion
can take away that last,ing monument.
There are these Acts that this Government
have put upon the statute-book, and which
stand as a monument of their work for the
benefit of the country. We have passed
for example, with the assistance of the
House, the one-man-one-vote Bill, \v hich
Ministries have been trying to pass for
25 years without success.
We have
passed the Larid Act, which will settle
and .keep people on the land of this
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country. We have passed. the two Acts fair to the Government, It is not fair to
dealing with the water question which will the country or to this House, that honorrelieve the water trusts of this oountry able members should bring charges of that
from the burdens under which they have sort without showing some proof of their
been groaning for years, and which 110 assertions. I was particularly interested,
Government hitherto has dared to relieve of course, in the matters mentioned affectthem from. And though that legislation ing my own department, and I have
has been the subject of a good deal of jotted down three of them for the purIn the first place,
ad verse criticism, still, Mr. Speaker, if hon- pose of reply.
OI'able members would only remember and the honorable member for Ballarat
think and reflect upon the difficulties sur- 'Vest (Mr. Kirton) said that the Postrounding the dealing with the q uestiol1 of master-General had h umilia.ted Ballarat.
the writing down of capital and the re- vVell, that rather puzzled me at the
duction of interest, they will be surprised moment, because I had never intended
that so much has been successfullyaccom- to humiliate .BaUarat, but the honorable member went on· to explain that it
plished as has been done.
Mr. MouLE.-You have not passed a had taken two years for the department
to put some stepi! at the local post-office.
Cremation Bill yet, have you 1
Well, for the sa.ke of gratitude I think the
Mr. DUFFY.-I should be glad to pass honorable member might have spared me
a Cremation Bill for the honorable mem- . that point, because he must have known
ber.
the pains I took to obtain that muchMr. MouLE.-We have already heard needed improvement. 'fhat may be a
twice over all about the legislative acts of . serious offence, but .surely it is ot sufthe past.
ficiently serious to justify the defeat of the
Mr. DUFFY.-But the honorable mem- Government. The next charge was that
ber's memory is apparently so treacherous it was only the other day that the honorthat he forgets about them.
The honor- able member for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilable member has been sitting on the ton) had to get a committee of inquiry
opposition benches for the last four or into the Post-office. That is quite true,
five years. He is one of the honorable except that instead of it being the
opponents of the Government, supporting other day it was several years ago,
the Government often, but an honorable and the matters inquired into did not
opponent at all times, and ready to take affect this Government i~ the slightest
advantage of any opportunity to put the degree. They were matters which had
Government out of office. I would ask those been left over by our predeoessors. If
honorable members to remember that they nothing more than the raking up of old
are now entering into a partnership with scandals not affecting this Ministry at all
men on this side of the House with whom can be brought forward, it is the proudest
they have not a single political principle compliment that can be paid to a Governin common, with whom they have 110 poli- ment that has been five years in offiee.
tical bond except the anxiety to get 011 One other point was alluded to by several
these benches, and put us oft· them. honorable members, and about that point
When the country understands that, I do I do feel some regret. It had reference
not think it will be so jubilant as the hon- to the position of the telegraph messengers
orable member for Brighton appears to be in the Postal department. The Governat the present time. The honorable mem- ment have recently done something to
ber says that he has heard enough about alleviate the position of thof)e messengers,
the legislative acts of the Uovernment, and one honorable member has imand if that is so, I need not purstie the plied that that alleviation was brought
subject further. The honorable member about with a view to a motion such
must agree with me that the legislative as we are discussing to-night.
I say
record of the Government is a magniticent that if the honorable member says
one. That is one branch of the indict- that deliberately, it is a vile slauder.
ment against us. '1'he other branch is I can as'sure honorable members, as my
weakness in administration.
Now, the right honorable chief can also show them,
Premier very naturally expreseed the sur- that the alleviation of the position of
prise we have all felt t,hat no more in- these messengers was under consideration
stances were brought forward to show our for some considerable time before we ever
weakness as "an Administration. It is not dreamt that such a motion as this would
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be brought forward. I yery deeply regret,
and I always have regretted, the position
occupied by these men, but honorable
members must not be led away, as some
of them apparently are, by the statement
that the Government has red uced their
pay in any way. All that we have done
is that we have not increased their pay.
They were in a most unfortunate position,
through no fault of their OWll, and through
no fault of the Government. When the
bad times came in 1890-92, the Post-office
was greatly overmanned. We had many
more telegraph messengers, many more
letter carriers, and many more telegraph
operators than we"could properly employ.
If the ordinary course of events had
followed, all the telegraph messengers
might have been gradually promoted
at higher salaries, but as there were
too many of them, and as they were
unable to get out of the grade in
which' they were, we were unfortunately obliged for some years to keep the
bulk of the men in the position of messengers, although a great many of them
were doing work superior to that of
messengers, and many of them were
married and with families. That was the
state of things brought before me in the
House and out of it. 'rhe matter was
referred to the Anomalies Board, and
when the Post· office Estimates were last
befote the House, I undertook that if the
Anomalies Board did not deal with the
matter within a reasonable time, I would
try to deal 'tvith it myself. The report of
the board has not yet been dealt with by
the House, although it is published. But
I did deal with these messengers. The
Treasurer put a sum of £2,000 on the Estimates to enable ns to increase the salaries
of 200 of them by £10 apiece. Further
than that, in the Additional Estimates we
have increased the salary from £60 to £78
from the 1st January next, and we are
making a new grade to give these men
a chance to demand promotion to higher
duties and higher pay with reasonable
facility. Now, I only rose for a moment,
as I did not like to let this debate be closed
without saying one word.
I regret
exceedingly that the proposed combination
shOllld take place between honorable
members on the opposition side and some
of the members on this side of the House.
It will do no good to either side, and it
will do no good to the country. In the
ordinary state of affairs, if the leader of
the Opposition had gained strength in the
Mr. Duffy.
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country and in the House, and had sought
to put the Government out, that would
have been all in the day's work.
e
would have gone out joyfully, and we
would have given the new Ministers the
same assistance as we have received from
them on many occasions. But we do
object, and we believe that the House and
the country object, to our being put out of
office by an unholy combination such as
now exists between honorable gentlemen
on the opposition side of the House and a
few on this side who are the dupes of
others.
Mr. McGREGOR-Before a vote is
taken, I desire to say that I have for five
years sat behind the Government, and I
think they ought to be complimented for
the good and llsefullegislation they have
passed.
Mr. DUGGAN.-They have not altogether
humiliated Ballarat, then ~
Mr. McGREGOR-Certainly not. If
honorable members representing the adjoining constituency condemn the Government, I do not join with them in doing so.
rrhe Government are not perfect, I admit.
But will the Government formed by the
honorable member for Gippsland North
be perfect either 1 The Government will
never be perfect until the reprcf:lentatives
are perfect.
The representatives will
never be perfect until the constituencies
are perfect, and that will not be until the
millennium. I have sat on this side of the
House near the honorable member who
has moved this motion, and so far as the
charge of intriguing is concerned, I
must say that I have not heard him
say one word that would favour that
supposition. But I do believe that there
are honorable members who have not
been moved by him, but who have moved
him. It is needless for me to describe
the progressive legislation that has been
passed by the Government, but charges
have been brought against them with respect to the sweating that has existed in
the Government departments. I venture
the assertion, without fear of contradiction, that this Government has done
more than any previous Government to
ameliorate the condition of the sweated
classes.
Mr. METHvEN.-They are the greatest
sweaters in the colony.
Mr. McGREGpR-I hold a contrary
opinion. The real charge brought forward
by those who desire to get the Government
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out, is that Ministers have no policy.
There is no doubt that the supporters of
this motion have a. policy. It is to get
the Government out. The present combination is one to which I shall look with
some fear, and I shall exercise some thought
as to how it works.
My own opinion is
that the combination or coalition will be so
impracticable that it will not take lllany
days to find tha.t out. I desire now merely
to express my continued confidence in the
Government, and to say that I shall continue to support them so long as they
occupy the Treasury benohes.
Mr. SPIEH.S.-To the honorable member for Gippsland North I certainly owe
some thanks, particularly if his action is
likely to raise the veil from my ;eyes as to
the importance of this Assembly. I have
been here as a listener for at least seventeen months.
I was returned to this
Assembly without the assistance of the
press or any other organization, and I
came in at the general election as a supporter of the Turner Government and their
policy. I look upon that trust as something sacred, and I think it my duty to
perform that trust for the sake of the
people who have given it to me. I have
no fault to find with the present Government. I have every contidence in them.
I believe that in the oOllstituencies, notwithstanding the opinion' so nicely voiced
by the honorable member for Ballarat
"West (Mr. Vale), the present Government
have the support of the electors of Victoria. When I stood for my constituency
I stood alone, and I got returned. It was
a strange thing to me that the man whohad
the support of what we regard as the conservative portion of my electorate had not
the courage to say that he was an opponent of the present Government, and came
forward· as the supporter of the Government. I think I am the latest addition to
this Assembly who has had a contested elec·
tion, and I have some reason to say that no
one can come through such an election
without finding ont that Sir George Turner
is the idol of Victoria. Hewasthe manof the
moment, and the only man acceptable to the
workers and themen who are the true wageearners of this country. lam one of them. I
have risen from the very simplest position
without education. I have worked for every
penny that I have, and every single shilling
of that mOIley is invested iii landed security
in the land of my adoption. I am not a
native, though I might be pleased to be
one, but still I am an Australian.
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I want to justify the vote that I intend to
give, and I ask whether we are going to
intrust the government of the country to
the honorable member for Gippsland
North, the so-called king of Maffra, who,
if he knows anything, knows the quality
of the soil round about Maffra. He told
Parliament that the country there was
well-adapted for the growth of sugar beet.
A company was formed, and an ad vance
was obtained from the Government. We
know what the result of that experiment
has been. Is that the man to whom we
are going to intrust the destinies of Victoria 1 Then, again, the seconder of this
motion asked me to vote against the
Usury Bill.
Mr. FINK.-That statement is absolutely false.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable mem.
ber must withdraw that expression.
Mr. FINK.-I withdraw it most respectfully
Mr. SPIERS.-I have said nothing that
is not absolutely true. The motion is
one which I certainly cannot support. As
I have said, I came into this House
pledged to sit behind the present Government, and it is my iutention to be true to
my pledge. "\Vith regard to federation, I
would point out that a few years ago we
had lecturers going round about the
country showing the distinct advantages
that would arise from the union of the
colonies. Our village was visited by a
speaker whom honorable members know
well. In my simplicity, I asked that
gentleman if he wOilld explain a state·
ment that had been made by the honorable member for Gippsland North in
respect to the Commonwealth Bill. 'rhe
honorable member stated that the
passage of that Bill would cause a reductio\l in the value of the land, which
would deprive hundreds of families of
their hon;es by extinguishing their interest in their mortgaged properties. I
asked the gentleman to whom I have
referred to give me his opinion on the sub.
ject, as I held a mortgaged property. In.
stead of answering my questiop he put me
down as an enemy of federation.
He
thought that I had some doubts on the subject, but I had no doubts until they were
suggested to me by the honorable member
for Gippsland North. Is that the man to
whom we are going to intl',llst the consummation of federation ~ I hope llOt. Then,
it has been said that Ballarat has been
humiliated by the action of the present
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Government. Ballarat is the only city in
Victoria that has any claim to be made
tho federal capital.
How has it been
humiliated ~ I would ask the honorable
member for Ballarat vVest (Mr. Kirton)
whether he has contributed anything to
its humiliation ~ What has been his attitude with regard to the Mildura railway ~
I asked him whet,her something should
not be done, and he said that he would
call a meeting of the representatives of
the western district.
He did so. But
was that all that was necessary ~ I do
thin k that it came with very bad grace
from that honorable member to speak
in the terms he did of the present Administration. If any di!:ltrict is neglected
some blame must be attachable to the
representatives of it.
I do not lll.tend to further occnpy' the time of the
House. If I have to take my seat on the
oppos~tion benches, it will be after the
" veil" has beeh lifted and the "curtain"
drawn aside.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-After the statements that have been made with regard
to the cowardice of any honorable member who refuses to gi ve his reasons for the
vote he intends to cast, I deem it my duty
to offer just a few remarks in justification
of the attitude which I intend to assume
on this motion. I shall vote with the
Government. The honorable member who
submitted the motion and those who have
supported him have given no indication
to the House of what their policy will be
if they are successful in evicting the
Government.
Are we to take these
gentlemen on trust, and to throw
over the liberal Government, which
has been instrumental in placing upon
the statute-book many liberal measures 1
That is a false position to ask any liberal
member to take, and a position that I could
not take under any circumstances. If I
were left alone .to give a purely unbiased
vote without any connexion with the
labour party or any other party in this
House, I feel that I shonld be sacrificing
,my manhood and the interests of the constituents WJlO sent me here if I were to
vote for the present motion. I may say
that I was not returned as a straight-out
'supporter of the Premier or his Government. When I was seeking the suffrage
of the electors who did me the honour to
send me here, I told them distinctly that
the object I had in view was, to support
measures, and that if they wanted me to
pledge myself to support any body of men

in Ministers.

I would absolutely decline to do so, no
matter from what side of the House those
men came. I pointed out at that time
what was well-known to many of the
electors, that the labour party had a
platform to which I had subscribed, and
that I was going to work for that
platform all the time, as far as, lay
in my power.
I feel to~day that
I have the same right and the same freedom to carry out that determination. The
motion of the honorable member for Gipps~
land North has been so ably supported,
if I may say' so without transgressing the
rules of this Honse, by renegade supporters of the present Government, that I
have no right to accept it, and in my
opinion no liberal member, far less a
labour member, should dare to accept the
position as it has been put before us last
night and this morning. I have opposed
the Government on many occasions when
I felt they were wrong, or when they were
not willing to propose the advanced legislation which I deemed to be necessary in
the interests of the workers of the colony,
and on such lines I shall continue to oppose them if they remain in office. But I
will not accept upon trust one gent.leman
with liberty to select whom he chooses to
form a new Government, and to put forward what poli~y. he desires afterwards,
in place of the Government and the
policy he now seeks to depose. The position that has been put before this House
to-night is about the weakest I have ever
heard of. 'While this is my first experience in parliamentary life of taking part
in a debate on a motion of want of confi.~
denee in the Government, I have read a
good bit of such things before, and I must
say that I have never seen, heard, or read
of a weaker position than that put forward
by the honorable member for Gippsland
North, and his supporters on the present
occasion. That is all we have before us,
and it is all that we are likely to have
before us prior to the division being taken.
If any honorable member who has been a
supporter of the Government in the past,
any liberal member of this House, is prepared to take those gentlemen on trust,
and accept them at their own valuation,
knowing that it is absolutely hnpossible
for them to do anything whatever without
the aid of the Opposition, then I must
say that that ·honorable member's trust
is more innocent than mine.
I do
not profess to be a very shrewd man,
but I will certainly say to those who
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are helping to oust the present Government, that their trust in the gentlemen who
are now working in that direction is the
most innocent, childlike, and bland to be
found in any part of the world. I can
only say that I pity them indeed ror
having taken up the position they have
assumed. I am not going to speak
against the Government on an occasion of
this kind. There are many things I
would like to say, but on a motion of this
sort I think it is far better to leave those"
things unsaid rather than to offer any
criticisms detrimental to the services
which the Government have rendered to
the country in the past, and the services
that I feel sure they will be ready and
willing to render it in the future. The
lines on which· the Government have
worked in. the past are lines that I have
been able to follow, in conjunction with my
fellow members, to a very large extent, and
my only regret has been that the Government have not taken a wider range than
they have done. There is one thing, however, I would like to mention against .the
Government, although it comes from
me with a certain amount of reluctance.
Some three and a-baH years ago
when I made my first appearance on the
floor of this Chamber, there was a statement in the Governor's speech to the
effect that the Government would introduce legislation for the purpose of conciliation or compulsory arbitration in
connexion with labour disputes. I have
been waiting for such legislation from"
that time to the present.
Mr. A. HARRIs.-The Bill is ready.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-The honorable
member who offers that interjection is not
a member of the Government. ",Vhen a
member of the Government tells me that
the Bill is ready, and that the Government
are prepared to submit it to this House, I
shall be glad to have that assurance.
Mr. A. HARRIs.-The Premier assured
me that the Bill is ready.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-With all due deference to the honorable member, I must say
that when I ask a question on that subject
I will put it to a member of the Government and not to a Government supporter,
although I am a Government supporter
myself to-day. I have waited patiently
for that legislation session after session.
It was again mentioned in the Governor's
speech at the opening of the present session, and I was in sincere hopes that a measure of that sort would have be.ensubmitted
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for the purpose of dealing with labour disputes such as have occurred in the past,
and will probably occur in the future, in
connexion with trade and labour orgal1izations that a.re outside the Factories Act.
Such legislation has been pas~ed in New
Zealand, and while it has been given effect
to in that colony, both employer;:; and employes have spoken with pleasure of that
Act. Employers have described the provisions of that measure as exceedingly
valuable to the whole commnnity, and if
an Act of that kind is valuable in New
Zealand, surely it would be equally as
valuable in this country. J am certainly
disappointed at the Government not bringing forward a measure of that sort in the
present session, and I trust that in the
early future, if they remain in power, they
will submit such a meaSlU'e to Parliament.
I would like to say particularly to the
young members of this House, some of
whom entered prior to myl!elf, and others.
who have joined since I became a member,
who have professed to be in thorOl~gh
accord with the factories legislation brought
forward by this Government, and who, in
ract, went further than the Government
proposed, and added provisions, which I
helped them to get inserted in the Billprovisions that will make it far wider
reaching than it "was when submitted by
the Chief Secretary-I would like to ask
those young gentlemen whether they are
prepared to see the sacrifice of that
measure for this session altogether with
the probability of losing the Factories Act
entirely, because that appears to me will
be the result if this motion is passed.
The taunts that they have hurled at the
Government by asserting that the Ministry have brought down measures with no
intention of getting them pf\,s~ed will
equally apply to themselves, because they
have done their best to make the Factories Act Amendment Bill as far-reaching
as it possibly could be made not only
among the trades, but aL'3o among the
clerical workers in and around the city
of Melbourne, and, if they are now prepared to oust the Government, they
must be ready to be taunted with
throwing that legislation overboard, so·
that they will stand in a worse position
than the members of the Government
themselves.
Mr. IRVINE.-",Vhy should that legislation be thrown over this session ~
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-Because I do not
believe that the honorable member for
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Gippsland N ol'th, or the gentlemen he will
have associated with him in his Government, whoever they may be, will be prepared to bring that measure before this
House, and get it passed into law.
Mr. McLEAN.-I supported that Bill
from the very commencement.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-I say that more
particularly, because I know that the very
existence of the new Ministry must depend
on the support that it will get from the
Opposition. That is the reason why I
urge on an liberal members in this House
who have supported the Government to
oppose the present motion-that is the
reason ·why I request them not to "rat"
on the Government at. the present time,
but to see that that measure is placed on
the statute-book, if possible, at the
earliest opportunity. In acting as they
are doing nO\l", in supporting the motion of
no-confidence in the present Government,
those honorable members who supported
that legislation are absolutely false to
the, promises they have given to their eonstituents, and to the work that they have
done on the floor of the House during the
last fortnight. It is unnecessary f6r me
to say more. I felt it my duty to justify
the vote I am going to give, and to ten
the country that I am quite prepared,
even if I were under no conditions whatever, to support the Government on the
present occasion.
Mr. FOSTER-It is with some reluctance that I rise to address the House at
this early hour of the morning on the
motion now before the Chair, and
particularly as I have to speak in condemnation of the action of an old political friend of mine in moving this
motion. I suppose it will be admitted by
anybody.who knows us both that there is
no one for whom I have a greater regard
than the honorable member for Gippsland
North, and it is peculiarly distasteful to
me that.1 have to utter some words in
condemnation of his action in submitting
such a motion to this Chamber. I should
like to ask him, first, if he has any feeling
of gratitude with regard to what this
Government have done for him and his
constituency during the last three years.
Did he ever solicit, did he ever obtain anything from us? Will he not admit that
there is no member who has been treated
with greater generosity than he has, and
does it not come from him with' a very bad
grace that he should be the man to propose a vote of no confidence in aGovernment
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which has done so much for him and
for his constituents 1 The honorable member knows perfectly well that if any robbery has been committed, he has been the
"first robber" with regard to the Treasury,
and I wonder how he has the conscience,
at this late hour of the session, to try and
gather together the fragments of the
traitors of the House, in order to try and
displace a Government in which he has
expressed so much confidence. I think
he will remember that when he left us
we were regretful that he did so. We
knew the honorable member well as one of
the most active and able members of this
House. It was a matter of regret that he
should leave us, but it is still more a
ma~t.er of regret now that, having left us,
he should, if I might say so, be the viper
that has bitten us after having been nourished in our political bosom. Seeing that
we have an indictment to answer, I may
point out that, when this Government took
office in 1894 we had a current deficiency
in th'lt year of £560,000, and we had what
was considered to be a mandate from the
country to sq nare the fil1ances. Well, has
that been done?
Mr. LEVIEN.-Certainly not.
~h. FOSTER.-1 say that it has; there
is no doubt about that at all; and we have
done far more than that.
Mr. LEVIEN.-Gone back ahout two
millions.
Mr. FOSTER.-,Ve have established
confidence, which the honorable member
for Barwon and some of his class did a
heap to destroy. At present people know
that they have some security for an investment of money in this oolony, and
when we took office there was no such
feeling of security. I would like to ask
further, after all the enactments which
have been passed, where is the justification on the part of the honorable member
for Gippsland North especially, for launching against us a vote of no confidence ~
Does he really mean that he hus no confidence in us? Does he say that, as a
matter of fact, he does not believe in us?
Does he not remember that the policy we
are pursuing is a policy which he had
a very active part in bringing into
existence 1 Surely the honorable member
must remember that, and if he does so I
do not see how he can have the slightest
justification for asking the House and the
country to believe that we no longer
possess the confidence of the country.
Several things have been said to-night
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about matters of administration.
The
honorable member for Ballarat "West (Mr.
Vale) made certain animadversions with
regard to the Mines department. Now,
will it be admitted-I think it will-that
during the five years we have been in
office the Mines depart.ment has been administered fairly well ~ 'rhe output of
gold has been increasing year by year, and
there have been no complaints, so far as I
know, of any maladministration. If there
are aI!Y, I should be gla.d to know them,
and I invite any criticism whatever from
those who think there have been any
mistakes made with regard to the administration of that department. Then, as to
the vVater Supply department, it is all
very well for certain honorable members
to say that we have been wasting money,
and charging the whole of the colony for
the sake of certain interests which the
whole people do not participate in the
benetit of. But surely this House has said
tha.t that should be so, and another place
has said so, too; and I believe that if tomorrow we were to ask the verdict of the
country with regard to the water legislation, we w(luld find that nineteen-twentieths of the people would approve of it.
Then as to this motion of no confidence, I
would ask how is it that we do not hear
something from the leader of the Opposition ~ ",Vho is the leader ofthe Opposition ~
Where is the honorable member for Toorak now ~ We want to know whether he
is asleep or awake. Does he really accept
the responsibility of this motion, or deos
he not ~
Mr. MURRAY SnIrI.'H.-vVhy should he ~
Mr. FOSTER.-Why should he not?
We know very well that there is a conspiracy of silence on the other side of the
House, and that they dare not accept the
responsibility of the motion. I mast say
that I never, in all my know ledge of
politics, have seen such a cowardly thing
as this.
The honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. McCay) himself must
acknowledge that he is· acting cowardly in
this matter - sitting behind us and
stabbing us in the dark, as it were.
Mr. McCAY.-I do not acknowledge
anything of the kind.
Mr. FOSTER.-There is no member in
this House who has received more
consideration from this Government than
the honorable member for Castlemaine,
and I say it comes with peculiarly bad
grace from the honorable member to be
the first to turn round on us, and to say
Session 1899.-[188]
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that, so far as he is concerned, we no
longer possess h is confidence. His confidence! vVhat does it mean ~ Does he
tell me that the people of Castlemaine
believe in him when he says that ~
Mr. McCAY.-I think so.
Mr. FOSTER.-He will find out very
soon that they do not.
Mr. McCAY.-I am never afraid to take
the risks consequent on any act of mine.
Mr. FOSTER.-I regret extremely that
a young gentleman of such ability should
have made such a tremendous mistake in
his start in political life. He knows perfectly well that, so far as Castlemaine is
concerned, and so far as the whole of that
district is concerned, no Government has
ever initiated such a policy, such a broadcast policy for serving the interests of
that part of the colony as this Government has done; and no other Government has ever taxed the colony generally
to pay interest on debts which belong
peculiarly to the honorable member's district. I regret extremely that the honorable member has made such a mistake.
Mr. McCAY.-Let me do the regretting.
Mr. FOSTER.-The honorable meniber
will do all the regretting by-and-by. Then
the honorable member for Ararat was good
enough to make a most eloquent speech in
condemnation of the Government. I would
remind that honorable member-he is not
here, unfortunately-that if ithadnot been
for the fact that he supported the policy
of this Government he would not have
been in the House to-day. He came in here,
as numbers of others have done, on the
shoulders of the 'rurner Government, and
now they show their gratitude by sneaking
round, because they think there is a chance
of turning the Government out. It has
very seldom been my lot to speak seriously
about the Government at all. Although a
Minister, I might be considered almost a
silent member of the House; but to-day,
I do feel keenly the ingratitude of members, knowing, as I do, what we have tried
to do for them-what we have tried to do
as a matter of a general policy for the
country, and for members especially. I feel
keenly the ingratitude exhibited towards
us on this occasion. 'rhe honorable member who moves this motion is particularly
ungrateful, I think. I suppose he forgets
altogether about his own water trusts, for
instance. Does he remember anything of
the Bairnsdale Water Trust ~
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Mr. O'NEILL.-I have been willing to'
Mr. IRVIN-E.-Are thes.e things subjects
take my part in anything that I thought
of political gratitude ~
Mr. MCLEAN.-This is playing it very fair and honorable. I understand that the
conspiracy has mainly been brought about
low.
Mr. FOSTER.-A Government has, of by two honorable members who were discourse, to deal equitably and fairly, as far appointed in not obtaining positions in the
as it can, with the whole of the country; Cabinet in the first instance. With regard
but the honorable member for Gippsland to gratitude, I would say that the honorNorth has, perhaps, received more than able member for N umurkah, who was one
his fair share.
of the arch-conspirators in this case,
Mr. CARTER.-That is your fault. Were has had mOlee done for his district hy the
Governme"nt than any otber honorable
you trying to bribe him 1
Mr. FosrrER.-Not at all. I would member.
simply ask the honorable member whether
Mr. GRAH.A~f.-Speak for yourself.
he has had any influence in the Cabinet
Mr. O'NEILL.-I sbould like the bonoror not ~ With regard to matters generally, able member to speak for himself, but he
I do not know that I need say any more, , has been lying low on the weather bow, as
except that I think it is very unfair that he usually does. But, even if the honorthis motion should have been launched able member gets into office, as he hopes
against us at this juncture.
to do, he will not remain there very long.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I, in common with 'The new Government, if it is to be formed,
other honorable members, would be want- must depend upon honorable members
ing in my duty were I not to make a f.ew on the left, for their support. There~
observations with regard to the vote WhICh fore, the Government cannot bring forI am about to give. Yesterday evening, ward any useful measures of a liberal
when I came to the chamber at half-past character that may be for the advantage
four o'clock, I came with an open mind, for , of the country .. The country members, in
the purpose of hearing what I thought my opinion, in particular, owe a debt of
would be a terrible impeachment against gratitude to the Government for many
the Government,. especially as it emanated measures that have been accomplished for
from an ex-Minister of the Crown, who, I the advantage of the country. The
thought, from his close eonnexion with, Ministry have put upon the statute-book a
and recent severance from the Government, satisfactory Land Bill, and also new
would probably have something to tell legislation with regard to the water trusts.
me and other honorable members which I may also refer to what has been done in
would in:£] uence us in giving our vote. regard to the mines-in the Bendigo
I may say that lowe no obligation or district particularly. The national work
allegiance to the Government, but lowe which the Government have carried on at
allegiance to my constituents, and I feel Bendigo, and which no Government prethat this Government still holds the con- viously had the pluck to perform, was a
fidence of the country. With regard to the work which ought to have made the
motion of the honorlltble member for Gipps- honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
land North, I must say that I feel he has Hamilton) take up a different position
been unwittingly led into a trap by others. with regard to them. I am sorry to see
I notice around him a fe\y bantlings, one in one of the members for Sandhurst taking
particular, the Brunswick bantling, whom the action he has, done to-night.
the honorable member for Gippsland
Mr. HA1\HLTON.-Do you think I am
North seems to keep especially under his
going to be bought for £10,0001
wing. I notice, also, that older foxes have
Mr. O'NEILL.--My impression is that
been prying about, as they have been for
many weeks previous to this. The hon- the honorable member can be bought for
orable member for Gippsland North has very much less.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-I rise to a
said that he bas not known of any conspiracies going on. All I can say is, then, point of order. I think, Mr. Speaker,
that the honorable member has not been that even at this late hour it may be well
a very observant member, if he has not for honorable members to recollect that
been sufficiently keen to know what has they owe something to' the House and to
one another. Here we have the honorable
been going on for several months.
Mr.McLEAN.-I thought you were in it, member for Mandurang, in answer to the
indignant remonstrance of the honorable
whatever it was.
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member for Saud hurst, as to whether the
honorable member for Mandurallg thought
he was to be bought for £10,000, saying
that the honorable member for Sandhurst
was to be- bought for something less.
That is not exact1y the kiud of debate
which should be entered into in this
Rouse. I will ask you whether that s.ort
of remark is in order.
Mr. BROULEY.-It is very palpable.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-I will also ask
you whether this further interjection from
the honorable member for Carlton, that
the matter complained of was very
palpable, is in order ~
The SPEAKER.·-Both honorable melUbel's are out of order. The honorable
member for Mandurang must first withdraw the remark he made.
Mr. FINK.-The Minister of Railways
made the first remark that it was very
palpable.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS.-I did not.
The SPEAKER.-I did not hear the
Minister of Railways.
Mr. ANDERsoN.-The honorable member for J olimont is not leader of the
Opposition yet.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Melbourne East (Mr. Anderson) will
be good enough not to interject. The
honorable member for Mandurang will
kindly withdraw the remark he made !fegarding the honorable member for Sandhurst, and the honorable member: for
Carlton will withdraw his interjection.
Mr. O'NEILL.-If I have transgressed
the rules of debate I will withdraw.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-I must call your
attention to the fact that that is not a
withdrawal.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Mandurallg has withdrawn his remark.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I recognise the wisdom
of withdrawing the remark I made in
reply to the interjection of my honorable friend, recognising this fact-that
the greater the truth the greater the
libel.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH.-That is worse.
The SPEAKER. - I will not bandy
words with the honorable member. I de·
sire him to withdraw the remark at once.
Mr. BRowN.-We must have an absolute withdrawal.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I bow to your decision,
sir, and do withdraw the remark.
The SPEAKER-The honorable member for Carlton will now withdraw the
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remark he made with regard to its being
too true.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I do notkno.w what
it is I have to withdraw.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Carlton must remain sitting, and
not interject.w hen the Speaker is addressing
the House. Sm"ely the honorable memloer
should know that, at least. My attention
has been called to the. statement made by
the honorable member for Mandurang,
charging the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilton) with being bought
fOF £10,000, or leBl;! than that.
The honorable member for Carlton said it was
only too true.
Mr. MouLE . -He said only too palpable.
, The SPEAKER.-I say that remark is
out of order, and I ask the honorable
member to withdraw the words.
Mr. BRmILEY.-If I said that I would
be perfectly willing to withdraw it.
The SPEAKER.-I say that the honorable member did say it, and he must
withdraw it.
Mr. BROMLEY.-vVill you allow me to
explain ~
The SPEAKER.-The honorable menbel' must obey the Chair. The honorable
member has only to withdraw the statement he made. I say I heard the honorable member say.it.
Mr. BRmlLEY.-I say I will bow to
your decision. If you say I said it, I will
withdraw the remark. But will. you allow
me to make an explanation 1
The SPEAKER. - If the honorable
member for Malldurang does not continue
to address himself to the question I shall
put it,
Mr. BROl\IT..lEY.-I did not make the
remark, sir; not in the spirit ill which it
has been said I made it.
Mr. O'NEILL.-In reference to my
remarks as to the grant of £10,000, I
did not mean to infer, as I have already explained, that that was granted
to induce the honorable member for
Sandhurst to vote against a motion
adverse to the Government. I merely
wished to say that it was tmgrateful,
seeing that the grant was advantageous
to the district he represents. I think I
can say that fairly.
The SPEAKER.-We shall get into
more confusion if honorable members who
are conversing do not pay attention.. It is
impossible for me to hear the honorable
member for Mandm"aJ.1g if this noise continues. I am most desirous that this
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d~bate shall finish without any trouble. I
wish honorable members to properly discuss the matter, in order to maintain
the dignity of the debate and of the.
House.
Mr. O'NEILL.-What I intended to
refer to ill regard to the expenditure of
£10,000 was, not that that was incurred
by the Government because they thought
it necessary to spend the money for the
purpose of gaining a vote from the honorable member, but I think he was ungrateful to the Government, who have done a
national work which is particularly for
the advantage of his constituents.
Mr. HAl\ur.lfoN.-That is childish.
Mr. O'NEILL. - I would sooner be
charged with childishness than with ingratitude. I have considered the present
position, and notwithstanding that I can
offer some criticism as to the actions of the
Government in departmental works, and
although I have often differed from the Government during the last five years on account of remissness or neglect that may have
occurred, yet I desire to say that I believe
that a great deal of the neglect may have
been occasioned by the difficulties the Government had to contend with during the
time this conspiracy has been' going on.
They have had to face a conspiracy
from behind a hedge. That is why
the Government deserves the consideration of the country at the present
time. As to the incoming Government,
if there is to be a new Government, it
cannot last for any length of time. The
present Government, in the ordinary
course of events, must end its natural
life in about eight or ten months' time,
and then the country should be arbitrators as to whether the Government should
remain in office any longer or not. No
dou bt in the meantime the country
would form a decision with regard to
their conduct. There would necessary be such a narrow majority for
the incoming Government that they
·cannot carry forward any useful
measures.
They will be practically
a coalition Government. Some years ago,
when there was a coalition Government
in office in this country, the labour party
certainly did gain some liberal measures,
but they had to contend with a strong
conservative element. The incoming Government, under present circumstances,
must be thwarted, when they have such a
following as they will have, and when
they will be subservient to the party now
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occupying the opposition benches. There
is, therefore, no hope for those who sup.
port this motion, except in so far as they expect to dispossess the present Government.
It is the only opportunity they have had
for many years. I think it ,,,ould be
better to leave the decision to the country
instead of carrying this motion now, and
thereby delaying the progress of legislation
for the next three or four months. 'rhat is
the view I take. As I said, I have no particular love fo~ the Government. They
have made mistakes. All Governments
make mistakes. The only thing that has
surprised me is that during such a long
time in office they have not made more
mistakes. I am afraid that if this motion
is carried, and a new Government is formed
by the honorable member for Gippsland
North, it cannot hope to pass any useful
legislation. With the near approach of
federation, I am confident that it is the
desire of the country that the present
Premier should continue in office; in
order that he may have an opportunity of becoming first Premier of the
Federal· Parliament. For these reasons,
and for various other reasons, I intend to
vote against the motion. Sl?-rely, we
should have some political or national
gratitude towards the Government, and
even with the few deme'rits or defaults
which I admit the Government have committed, when we look at the vast amount
of useful legislation the Government have
carried through and the difficulties they
have had to fight, I think that we ought to
support them on the present occasion. I
represent a district which is an admixture
of the mining and agricultural industries,
and I know that there is a feeling among
a good many of my constituents that this
Government has lived a long time, and
that an opportunity should now be given
to soine other section of the House to
occupy the Treasury benches. Still, I say
that a Government cannot last too long
while it continues to do useful work in
legislation and administration. They may
get mildewed or prosy, but, while the
business of the country is progressing as
it is at present, I feel confident that it
is much better to leave the Government
alone. I therefore trust that the House
will recognise the responsible duty placed
upon it, and will vote for the continuation
of the present Government, leaving the
country to decide at the next general
election whether t.here should be a change
of Ministers or not.
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Mr. BROMLEY.-I should not have
risen to speak on this occasion had it not
been for the little brush that occurred just
now between yourself, Mr. Speaker, and
myself, when the honorable member for
Hawthorn put an interpretation iuto my
mouth that I never intended, and I was
not allowed to explain. However, now I
am on my feet, I shall allow that to pass,
according to your ruling. You have
accepted the interpretation of the honorable member for Hawthorn instead of my
in terpretation.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Of course-the gentleman with the bell topper !
Mr. MURRAY S~u'l'H.-I only quoted the
words. I did not interpret them.
The SPEAKER.-Order. rrhere was
no interpretation put on by the honorable
member for Hawthorn, nor did I put any
interpretation upon it. I heard the words
myself.
Mr. BROMLEY.-When you rose, Mr.
Speaker, I did not wish to come into
conflict with you.
The SPEAKER.-I should be very glad
to hear the honorable member on the
motion.
Mr. BROMLEY.-The Speaker did not
repeat the \Yords tbat I used. I very
much doubt whether those words can be
repeated now. I may say that, in addressing myself to this motion, I do so with
feelings of very deep regret that a motion
of this kind should be brought forward
by a gentleman holding the position in
the House that is held by the honorable
mem ber for Gi ppsland North. I cannot
help feeling that that honorable member
has been guilty of base ingratitude
to the present Ministry, considering the
favours that he has received, not only at
the hands of this Ministry, hut at the
hands of previous Ministries, and the
enormous amount of money that has been
spent ill his district. When I look around
this side of the House, and when I see the
conspiracy of silence that prevails upon
the other side, I cannot help feeling that
the honorable member is simply being
used as a catspaw to pull the chestnuts
ont of the fire for those gentlemen. He
hims9lf professes liberal principles; but if
he forms a Ministry, how can he hope to
carry out those liberal principles with the
su pport of the members who' sit in the
opposition corner ~ I say to those honorable members who profess liberal principles that the honorable member is only
bamboozling the House, and that the whole
Session lS99.-flS9]
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arrangement is simply a scramble for
Make no mistake
place and pay.
about that.
I say it is simply a
scramble for place and pay, and
the honoraLle members opposite, although they may not participate in it
at the outset, know that the honorable
member for Gippsland North cannot
form a Ministry that can possibly last.
They know that he has a few striplings around him, new chums in the
House, and men of no experiencemen whose ambition, as soon as they got
into the House, was to get into a Ministry.
They have been successful in having this
motion brought forward, and, with the aid
of their votes and the votes of the Opposition, they hope to put the Government
out of office. Now, what has the Government done ~ I say that this Government
has followed out a liberal policy for years
past. I admit that I do not admire the
conduct of the Government during the last
session of Parliament; but what has been
the cause of its failure ~ The cause of its
failure has been the weakness of its followers, not the strength of the Opposition.
The Opposition has not been strong
enough to paralyze t.he Government, but
its own followers have been too weak, and
that is what has paralyzed the efforts of
the Government.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-Where do we come in 1
Mr. BROMLEY.-If the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs (Mr. Methven) had been as loyal in his support as
he ought. to have been, the Government
would ha.ve done better work than it has
done.
I listened last night with deep
attention and open mind to the speeches
that were delivered. In the early part of
the debate I was not prepared to say
in which way I would give my vote, because I wished first to ascertain the policy
enunciated by the honorable member for
Gippsland North. I listened carefully to
the honorable member, and I have never
heard a more lame and impotent speech
since I have been in the House. What
programme has he enunciated 1
Mr. ME'fHVEN.- He has not had time
yet.
Mr. BROMLEY.-He has had time to
formulate a vote of no confidence against
the Government; and I say that when any
. honorable member does that, he ought, if
he wants followers, to be able to come to
the House and enunciate his programme,
and state what he is prepared to do.
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What is the honorable member prepared
to do ~ 'Ve do not know. Are we going
to take a leap in the dark ~
Mr. METHvEN.-Did you not urge him
.
on 1
Mr. BROMLEY.-I have urged nobody
on. I have been a party to none of these
conspiracies, or the secret conversations
that have been taking place in the lobbies.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Did you not
attend t.he caucus 1
Mr. BROMLEY.-I never went there.
It is a singular thing that so many honorable members are pledged to support this
resolution, and yet we are told that there
has been no intrigue. 'Vhy, sir, any
honorable member who has had any experience in this House in years past has
only had to walk through the lobbies in
order to tell that a political crisis is about
to be precipitated. He can see certain
honorable members cOllversing behind
pillars, or in the corners of the various
rooms. That is what we have had here
for the last few weeks, and I can
point out a dozen honorable members in
this House, particularly on the Government benches, who have received more
favours; perhaps from the Government
than any other members. I refer to the
honorable member for Maryborough, the
honorable member for N umurkah, and
many others. I have seen these gentlemen, not only at this crisis, but at
the previous crisis, interesting theu1selves
in the most devoted way in what has been
going on. I do not wish to detain the
House, but simply to expose this double-"
dealing and intriguing. Instead of members coming into the House and facing
their fellow members, they intrigue, and
then come down in the blandest possible
manner and tell us that they have no
party formed, and have no policy. I contend that this is a question which the
country should decide. We know that the
whole scheme as now arranged is a scheme
of intrigue and a scheme that has been
carefully prepared, and also that everyone
of the members participating in it are
guilty parties to that intrigue. If the honorable member moving the motion of want
of confidence is not prepared to come down
to this" House and to tell us what his
policy is going to be, then I say that·
he is not fit and not worthy to have
the support of honorable members.
When an honorable member takes up the
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pitiable position that the honorable mem:
bel' for Gippsland North has taken up, of
being the catspaw of the Opposition, who
have entered into a conspiracy of silence,
who are neither opposing nor support.ing
him, then, I say that if I were in such
a position I would rise in the House and
withdraw my motion. I enter my protest
against it. I say that it is a sham, and
that this movement has only been brought
about by intrigue with the Oppm;ition.
The House divided on the motion-

47

Ayes ...
Noes •••

36

Majority for the motion

11

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Bowser,
Brake,
Brown,
Cameron,
Carter,
Chirnside,
Cook,
Craven,
Dyer,
Fink,
" Gillies,
" Graham,
" Graves,
" Hamilton,
" J. Harris,
" Irvine,
" Kennedy,
" Keys,
" Kirton,
" Langdon,
;, Levien,
" Madden,
" J. W. Mason,
McArthur,

Mr. McBride,
" McCay,
" McColl,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McKenzie,
" McLean,
" McLeod,
" Methven,
" Moloney,
" Murphy,
" Outtrim,
" Rawson,
" Salmon,
" Murray Smith,
" Staughton,
" Thomson,
" Toutcher,
" A. L. Tucker,
" Vale,
" vVheeler,
White.
Teller8.
Mr. Austin,
Moule.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Mr.
"
"
"
"

McGregor,
O'Neill,
Peacock,
Sangster,
T. Smith,
Spiers,
" Sterry,
" Styles,
" Taverner,
" Trenwith,
" J. B. Tucker,
Sir George Turner,
Mr.• Turner,
" E. D. "Williams,
" H. R. 'Villiams.

Anderson,
Beazley,
Bennett,
Best,
Bromley,
Burton,
Downward,
Duffy,
Duggan,
Forrest,
Foster,
Gair,
Gillott,
Gray,
Grose,
Gurr,
A. Harris,
I. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,

Teller8.
Mr. Bailes,
Dr. Maloney.
PAIRS.

Mr. Higgins,
Sir Bryan O'Loghlen,
Mr. Shiels.

"I

Mr. Wilkins,
" Murray,
" Dea.kin.
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Sir GEORGE TURNER.-A vote having been taken, and the House having
declared that' the Government does not
possess its confidence, I have now to thank
the honorable members who voted with the
Government for the loyal support they
have given to them in their hour of trial.
I have also to thank honorable members
for the practically uniform conrtesy and
consideri:\,tion which have at all times
been shown to me as leader of the House
during a difficult period. While the House
has declared that the <*overnment does not
possess its confidence, I am satisfied that
that feeling is not reflected in the country.
In moving that the House do now adjourn,
I can only say that I shall be prepared to
mftke a statement on Tuesday next, when
the House meets.
The House adjourned at twenty - five
minutes past six 0'c10ck a.m. (Friday),
until Tuesday, December 5.
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Tuesday, December 5, 1899.
The· New Ministry - Horwitz's Victorian StatutesConsolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
sixteen minutes to five o'clock p.m., and
Fead the prayer.
THE NEW MINISTRY.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-It will be
within the knowledge of most honorable
members that, in consequence of the
motion that was carried in another place
on Friday last, the Right Honorable Sir
George Turner tendered to the Governor
the resignations of himself and colleagues,
which His Excellencywas pleased to accept.
The Honorable Allan McLean, the mem;ber for Gippsland North, was sent for, and
was commissioned to form a Ministry. He
has done so, and the names of the honorable members who form that Ministry,
and who have been sworn in this afternoon, are as follow:Premier and Chief Sec- I. The Hon. A. McLean.

retary
J
Treasurer
- The Hon. W. Shiels.
Attorney-General- Mr. W. H. Irvine.
- The Hon. J.M.Davies
Solicitor-General Minister of Mines and)
Water Supply and
.
Minister of Railways The Hon. A. R. Out·
and a Vice-President
trim.
of the Board of Land
and Works
.

Ministry.
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Minister of AgriCUlture)
and Minister of Pub·
h.-C "~orks and a Vice- The Hon. G. Graham.
PreSIdent of the
.
Board of Land and
Works
.
President of the Board}
of Land and IN orks
and Commissioner of The Hon. J. H. McColl
Cr0wn Lands and
Survey
Minister of Defence and)
Minister of Public
Hea~th and a Vice- The Hon. D. Melville.
PreSIdent of the
Board of Land and
vVorks
Minister of Public In-)
st:u~ti~n and Com-l Mr. J. W. McCay.
mIss lOner of Trade)
and Customs
Postmaster-General

-

Mr.
The
Ministers without office Mr.
{ Mr.

W. A. vVatt.
Hon. J. Balfour.
C. C. Salmon.
T. Fink.

Later on I shall move that the House, at
its rising, adjourn until the 9th of January,
in order to give time to those honorable
members who have taken office to go before their constituents. I shall presently
ask the House to pass a Supply Bill to provide the necessary funds to carryon the
government in the meantime.
.
Sir HENRY CUTHBER'r. - I think this
is a fitting time for me to acknowledge to
the House my sense of the generous support that has been given to the late Government by this Chamber during the last
five years. I and my colleagues were
ahvays treated with the utmost consideration, and every Bill that has been brought
before this House has received very great
attention indeed. During the present session of Parliament our minds have been
concentrated upon several important Bills.
To one of those measures in particular I
attach great importance, and I hope that
my honorable friend who has jnst read to
us the names of the new Ministers will endeavour to see that the views of thIS Honse
in relation to the Meat Su per vision Bill
will be carried out during the present session, especially as that measure represents
the desires of no fewer than 100,000 people
in and about the metropolis.
The I-Jon. R. REID.-There are far more
than 100,000 in Greater Melbourne.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-About
500,000.
Sir HENRY CU·THBERT. - Several
other Bills to which we have devoted much
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attention, and which have been before the
other Chamber for months, will, I hope, receive consideration in another place before
the session closes. One measure for the
amendment of the Companies Act ill relatioll to life insurance has been presented to this House session after session
during the last two or three years, and has
received very careful consideratioll. That
Bill contains some very good provisions,
and the country demands that proper
effect shall be given to the views of this
Chamber in regard to them. I hope the
honorable member who is now representing the Government will see that there is
no great necessity for bringing the session
to an untimely clo::;e, and that those
measures OIl which we have set our hearts
. will receive consideration in another place.
A great portion of the good work of the
session will be lost if those measures are
not passed into law. I again express my
grateful thanks to honorahle members for
the kind consideration with which they
have borne with me and my colleagues
whenever we have failed to perform our
duties as efficiently as we might have
done.
The Hon. J. A. WALLACE.-You could
not have done better; there is 110 room for
grumbling.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD. - I am
sure that, on behalf of this House generally, I can heartily reciprocate the kindly
expressions of the late Solicitor· GeneralI was going to say the Solicitor-General,
because the title comes instinctively to
one's lips after the honorable member has had so long a reign of power.
I certainly think the honorable member does not need to make any
apology on behalf of himself or his
colleagues with regard to the manner in
which their Bills have been placed before
this House. During the last five years a
great number of Bills have been submitted
to this Chamber, mainly by the late Solicitor-General-I am sure his colleaglies will
forgive me for mentioning that fact-and
carried through; and I am glad to find
that the honorable member recognises the
frank and hearty assistance he has received from the Council on all occasions.
Had it not been for the good-will and
kindly esteem that has existed between
the members of this House and the
Ministry, it would have been impossible
to have placed on the statute-book such a
large amount of legislation. But I may
say that I was rather amused when the
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honorable member, in the course of his remarks, found fault with his colleagues in
another place_ Because it is rather late
in the session for him to do that. The Meat
Supervision Bill was brought into this
Honse early in the session, but to our
astonishment, instead of our attention
being directed to it steadily and consecuti vely, so that it could be speedily passed
on to another place, it was put off from
week to week, fortnight to fortnight, and
almost month to month. Eventually,
however, we got an opportunity of putting
it into proper shape and sending it to
another place, bnt so late in the session
that probably there may be excuses
for the delay that has occurred in
passing the Bill through the other Chamber.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.--Oh, no.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD.-I am
sorry to hear the honorable member say
that there was no eXCllse on the part of
his late colleagues for that delay.
Sir HENRY CU~I'HBERT.- The delay was
probably caused by the int.riguing that
has been taking place.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD. - But
that does not affect this H{)use_ It is no
llse disguising the fact that there has been
a certain amount of lethargy over the
whole course of legislation for the last
twelve months or more, and probably we
have suffered more or less from that,
but I do not think that, as far as this
Honse is concerned, we are chargeable with
having delayed legislation in the slightest
degree. vVe have always been ready to
deal with whatever Bills were placed before us by the Ministry; and the late
Solicitor-General will permit me to say
that if any delay has taken place it has
not been a delay on the part of members
of this House, bnt on the part of himself
and his colleagues in not pushing on the
Bills.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-But we did push
on the Bills in this Honse.
The PRESIDENT.-I agree with Sir
Frederick Sargood as to the value of the
services of the late Solicitor-General. I am
quite sure that the honorable member has.
the unanimous good wishes of honorable
mem bers of t.he Council, and that there
was no need whatever for him to apologize
in any shape or form, on behalf of himself
or his colleagues, for the manner in which
they have performed their Ministerial
duties in this Chamber.
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"HORWITZ'S VICTORIAN
STATUTES."
The PRESIDENrr.-I desire to inform
honorable members that, on behalf of the
Legislative Council, I have received from
Mr. Louis Horwitz a very valuable gifti:\, complete copy of lIorwitz's
Victorictn
Statutes-w hich has been placed in the
chamber for the use of honorable members, and I take this opportunity of
thanking the donor for the valuable present he has made to the Council.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.5).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of
the Hon. J. BALFOUR, was react a first
time, and afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
ADJOURNMENT.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, January 9, 1900.

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at twenty
minutes past fiv'e o'clock, until rruesday,
January 9, 1900.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, December 5, 1899.
~

Error in Division List-New Member-Personal Explanations: Mr. Spiers; Mr. Bennett - Committee of
Public Accounts-The New Land Act-The New
Ministry-Supply; Votes on Account-Consolidated
Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Melbourne and Collingwood
Railway Works; Payment of Carters.
The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
ERROR IN DIVISION LIST.
The SPEAKER-In the division on
the motion of want of confidence which
took place on Friday morning, the tellers
for the" Noes" inadvertently recorded the
name of Mr. ·Wilkins instead of that of
Mr. Turner. I have directed the Clerk
to correct the division list accordingly.
NEW MEMBEH.,
The SPEAKER announced that he had
received the return to the writ which he
issued for the election of a member
to serve for the electoral district of
Grenville, in the room of Mr. Stapleton,
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deceased, and that the indorsement showed
that Mr. David Kerr had been duly
elected.
Mr. Kerr was then introduced and
sworn.
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Mr. SPIEH.S.-I rise to make a personal
explanation. When speaking on Friday
morning last, I 'vas met with an interjection from the honorable rnember for Jolimont which you, Mr. Speaker, called upon
him to withdra\y. I notice that the withdrawal does not appear in the issue of
IIansard which was published Ull Saturday, and I would like to draw your attention to the matter.
The SPEAKER-As far as I understand, there is an arrangement with lIansard that an honorable member h':ls a
right to correct the report of his speech
up till the 1'uesday night following the
date of publication.
Mr. 1. A. IS.AAcs.-It is not the honorable member's speech.
The SPEAKER-I am not responsible,
of course, for what appears in Hansard,
and I am not aware whether the report if)
correct or incorrect. The chief of the
Hansard staff, no doubt, will correct any
error that is pointed out. "" I am sure the
House will agree with me that Hansard
is conducted in a very able manner(Hear, hear )-and anything of the kind
alluded to by the honorable member for
,Vindermere must certainly have been
omitted by inadvertence. How~ver, I
cannot direct the correction of lIansllrd.
Mr. SPIERS.-As a young member, I
did not know of any other course to take
except to call attention to the matter in
the House. In my position as a representative in this Honse I had a perfect
right .to speak last Friday morning, and
while speaking I was contradicted by the
honorable member for Jolimont.
You,
sir, ill yonr wisdom, called upon that
honorable member to withdraw his statement, which he did; but when I got my
Hansard yesterday I noticed that there
was no mention of that withdrawal. I
therefore brought the matter before the
House, because I was not aware of any
other course to pursue. All I want is
that a trile refieI: of what was said and
done in connexion with my speech shall
appear in Hansard.
* The matter omitted in the" Proof" number has been
supplied in the permanent record. (See page 2821.)
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Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I would
point out, Mr. Speaker, that this appears
to be rather a serious matter for the honorable member for Windermere. When
speaking, some interjection was made by
the honorable member for Jolimont, who,
I presume, is now leading the Government.
He was called upon to withdraw his statement, and did, in fact, withdraw it. My
honorable friend the member for Windermere may have a right to correct his own
speech, but he can hardly have a right to
put in something which does not appear
in Hansard in connexion with the honorable member for Jolimont. As the honorable member for Jolimont is in the chamber, he can, perhaps, give some e~planation
with regard to the matter. I would remind honorable members that two or
three years after this, or perhaps only some
twelve or eighteen months hence, this
matter may be brought up against the
honorable member for Windermere, and
if he attempts to explain it away he will
be met at once by the statement-" Here
is Hansard, and what you say is not
there." I trust some means will be devised to correct the error, if an error has
been made.
Mr. FINK.-I cordially coincide with
the views of the leader of the Opposition,
and it appears to me that the most
effectual way of getting the withdrawal,
which I undoubtedly made in pursuance
of the Speaker's ruling, on the records of
Hansard is for me now to repeat that withdrawal. I trust that will meet the views
of the .honorable member for Windermere.
Mr. BENNETT_-I also desire to make
a personal explanation. On Friday morning, during the debate, while the honorable member for Ararat was :ipeaking, I
unfortunately made an insulting interjection, or an interjection which the honorable member considers to be insulting.
I think it is only due to that honorable
member, who considers that my interjection might do him some harm, to say
that it was made altogether in the heat of
the moment. I, in common with many
other honorable members, thought that a
couple of the young members of the House
were taking a rather promiuent part in
the matter, and during the heat of the
moment I made use of an expression
which I wish to withdraw, and to express
my regret for having used.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I thank the honorable member for Richmond (Mr. Bennett)

Land Ad.

for his generous withdrawal of an expres ..
sion which was naturally offensive to my·
self. I think the honorable member for
Richmond must recognise that, although
a young member, I have my rights,
equal to the rights of any other member
in the House, as I represent public
opinion, or try to, jm~t as much as allY
other honorable member. For that reason
I am very glad the honorable member has
done an act which becomes him as a
gentleman and as a member of this
House.
COMi\HT'l'EE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
Mr. DEAKIN moved, by lellve, without
noticeThat the Committee of Public Accounts have
leave during the remainder of the session to
sit on days on which the House does not meet.

He remarked that the Committee of
Public Accounts had a great deal of
business on hand, which they could not
hope to transact if they met merely on
days on which the House sat.
Mr. BEAZLEY seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
THE NEW LAND ACT.
Mr. BROWN.-I desire to ask the
House, by leave, if it is possible for the
members of the llew Ministry to say something with regard to the Bill which the
ex-Minister of Lands proposed to bring in
as regards the extension of time in connexion with certain land transactions ~
The SPEAKER.-To whom is the
question addressed ~ The honorable member cannot address a question to the
House.
Mr. BROvVN.-I understand that I can
hardly ask the question now-that there
is no one here in a position to give an
explanation on the subject. I would, however, ask t he honorable member representing the Government whether he is in
a position to say whether Parliament will
be asked to extend the time in connexion
with the matter I refer to 1 It is utterly
impossible, in viewof the proposed adjournment to-day, that people can do what they
are asked to do under the Act as it now
stands, and I assure honorable members
that the amendment of the Land Act,
which the late Minister of Lands proposed
to introduce, is absolu.tely necessary. I
would ask is there any way of getting over
the difficulty ~
rrhe SPEAKER.-I understand that
the representative of the Government
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intends to make an announcement to
the House to-day, and I have learned
from him that he is prepared, in making
that announcement, to deal with the question referred to by the honorable member.
THE NEW MINISTRY.
Mr. FINK.-It is my duty to inform
the House that, in pursuance of the vote
which was recorded by this House on last
Friday morning, the members of the late
Ministry tendered their resignation to His
. Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Allan McLean, member for Gippsland
North, was sent for and intrusted with
the task, which he undertook, of forming
an Administration. He has completed
that Administration, and the various
members of it have just been sworn in. I
will read their names to the House. They
are as follow : Premier and Chief Sec-} Th HAM L .
retary
.
e o n . . c ean.
Treasurer Attorney-General
Solicitor-General

- The Hon. W. Shiels.
- Mr. W. H. Irvine.
- The Hon. J. M.
Davies.
Minister of Mines andl
Water Supply and
Minister of Railways The Hon. A. R. Outand a Vice-preSident)
trim.
of the Board of Land
and '\Yorks
Minister of AgriCUlture)
and Minister of Public Works and a Vice- Th H
G G 1
Presidtnt of the
eon.. ra lam.
Board of Land and
Works
President of the Board}
of Land and Works Th H
J H
and Commissioner of
Mcc~8:' •
Crown Lands and
Survey
Minister of Defence)
and Minister of Public Hen,lth and a
.
Vice-President ofthe The Hon. D.Melvtlle.
Board of Land and
Works •

Minister of Public In-}
struction and Com- M J W M C
missioner of Trade ~ r. .
.
cay.
and Customs
Postmaster-General
Mr. W. A. Watt.
The Hon. J. Balfour.
Ministers without office Mr. C. C. Salmon ..
{ Mr. T. Fink.
.

As the House is aware, the honorable
gentlemen who have taken office will have
to vacate tbeir seats and go before their
constituents, and it.is therefore my intention to ask that the House, at its rising,
adjourn until the 9th of January. With
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reference to the question raised by the
honorable member for Shepparton, I will
make a note of his remarks, and see that
the Minister of Lands is seised of them
without delay. I am sure that that honorable gentleman, as a representative of
country interests, will give the matter
his prompt attention.
ADJOURNMEN'e OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. FINK moved, by leaveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, 9th January next.

Mr. DEAKIN stated that he did not
wish to embarrass t.he reoresentative of
the Government, but if, while the House
was discussing this or some other matter,
he would consult his colleagues, he
might :find it possible to make some
more convenient arrangement. He would
submit that, at all events, the end of
January would be a sufficiently early
date at which to meet for the t.ransaction of business. Honorable members
all knew how extremely exhausting
summer sittings were both physically and
mentally, and how unsatisfactory the results had hitherto been. If the House
adjourned until the end of next month.
some of the hot weather would be avoided,
and the arrangements made by honorable
members, both for bUl)iness and recreation, wO\lld not then be interfered with.
If the honora,ble member for Jolimont
would consult his colleagues, he could
afterwards inform the House whether it
was absolutely necessary that Parliament
should meet at so early a date as the 9th
of January. If they did meet then there
would have to be another adjournment
and a further meeting, whereas if they
did not meet until the commencement of
February it might be possible to deal wit.h
the bulk of the work without allY further
adjournment.
Sir GEORGE TURNEB. remarked that
there was one very serious reason why
Parliament should meet at as early a date
as possible. In his (j)pinion, the proposal
made by the honorable gentleman representing the Government was a reasonable one. If the House was simply to
adjourn for three weeks, as. was done on
previous occasions, that would hardly give
the Government an opportunity of getting
their elections over and deciding on the
business they would Stl bmit to Parliament. It mt~st not be forgotten that the
Income Tax Act would expire on the

~
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31st of December, and that it would be
absolutely necessary to deal with the
question of its re-enactment as early
as possible in January.
Unless it was
dealt with, the commissioner would not
know what forms to get printed. Certain
alterations might have to be made, or
the Government might bring in some
new proposals. He would, therefore, urge
honorable members not to press any objection to the date suggested by the Government, which he thought was a very
fair and reasonable one under the circumstances.
Mr. GRAY stated that there were certain important measures, one of which
had been referred to by the ex-Premier,
that should be dealt with at the earliest
In his opinion, the
possible moment.
• adjournment; asked for was too long. If
the Government were to propose to
adjourn the House for the actual time
that would be required for the re-election
of the new MinisBers, that should be
sufficient. The necessary measures could
then be put through and the House could
adjourn over the Christmas and New Year's
holidays. He entered his protest against
'so long an adjournment.
He trusted
that the Government would not commit
the serious bl under of proposing a long
adjournment now, and forcing upon the
House a summer session, which was absolutely unnecessary.
The motion was agreed to.
SUPPLY.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply,
Mr. FINK movedThat a sum not exceeding £348,499 be granted
to Her Majesty on account for or towards defraying the following services for the year
1899-1900, viz :-Pellal Establishments and
Gaols, £4,085; Hospitals for the Insane, £9,615;
Neglected Children and Reformatory Schools,
£5,213; Public Library, Museums, and N~~
tional Gallery, £1,403; Government Shorthand
Writer, £164; Audit-office and Public Service Board, £853; Aborigines, £468; GranM
£633; Miscellaneous (Chief Secretai'Y's department), £1,695; Education, £2,665; Education, £44,308; Melbourne University, £35:3;
Technical Schools, £1,800;
Miscellaneous
(Education department), £240; Supreme Court,
£299; Law Officers of the Crown, £1,278; Crown
Solicitor, £453.; Prothonotary, £181; Master
in Equity and Lunacy, £326; R,egistrar-General
and Registrar of Titles, £2,166; Patents, £278 ;
Sheriff, £;~03; County Courts, Courts of Insolvency, Courts of Mines, General and Petty
Sessions, £2,030; Police MagistrH,tes and vYardens, £1,426; Clerks of Courts, £1,690;
Coroners, £508; Treasury, £2,240; Income
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Tax, £932; Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons, £140; Government Printer, £8,024; Advertising, £500 ; Transport, &c., £150 ; Unforeseen and Accidental ExpenditUl~, £150; Defence, £16,388; Survey, Sale, and Management
of Crown Lands, £4,716 ; Public Parks, Gardens,
and Reserves, £296 ; Bota.nical and Domain Gardens, £664; Expenses of carrying out the Land
Tax Act, £76; Extirpation of Rabbits and
vVild Animals, £1,244; State Forests and
Nurseries, £],476; Village S~ttlements and
Labour Colonies, £250; Public Works, £2,500 ;
Miscellaneous (Public 'Vorks department),
£150; vVorks. and Buildings, £7,726; Defence Works and Buildings, £250; Trade and
Customs and Mercantile Marine, £5,164; Ports
and Harbors, Immigration, and Fisheries,
£1,440; Distilleries and Excise, £710; Explosives, £250 ; Marine Board, £:306 ; Miscellaneous (Customs department), £56; Post and
Telegraph Offices, £34,666; Telegraph Lines,
£2,316; Mail Service, £8,150; Miscellaneous
(Postal and Telegraph department), £30; Mines
and Water Supply, £3;090; Prospecting for
Gold and Coal, £290 ; Waterworks in Country
Districts, £176; Coliban, Geelong, and National Works, £1,476; Miscellaneous ('Vater
Supply department), £550; Agriculture and
Industries, £452; Experimental Cultivation,
£16; Diseases in Stock, £414; Vegetation
Diseases, £200; Miscellaneous (Agricultural
department), £3,556; Public Health, £2,296;
Victorian Railways, £150,000; Miscellaneous
(Railwn,y department), £560.

The motion was agreed to.
The resolution, and also the resolutions
passed in Committee of Supply 011 N uvember 28, were reported to the Uouse.
Mr. FIN K movedThat the resolutions be adopted.

The SPEAKER.-These resolutions include the votes that were dealt with by
the House last week, by which certain
reductions were made.
Sir GEOB,GE TURNER observed that
he was just about to call attention to the
matter to which the Speaker had referred.
The committee, ill dealing with the Estimates of the Chief Secretary's department,
determined to reduce the salarv of the
Speaker. 1'he vote for the L~gislative
Council, which included the salary of the
President, in which an increase had been
made, had previously been passed. He
did not know whether it was the desire
of the House that that increase should
remain or that a reduction should be
made in both salaries.
He took it that
if the BouRe agreed now to these resolutions the unly other opportunity they would
have of making the necessary reduction
would be on the Appropriation Bill itself.
He thought it was his duty to point this
out now in order that there might be no
misapprehension afterwards. The officers
of the Legislative Assembly would be
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placed in a very invidious position if they
were dealt with in one way, and the officers
of the Legislative Council in a different
way. He thought it right, therefore, to
call attention to the matter, so that hOllorable members might, if they thought fit,
reconsider it or reserve to themselves the
right of making the necessary alteration
at a later stage.
Mr. Gn,J~IEs.- W e cannot make the
alteration now.
Mr. WILKINS stat.ed that he understood from the ex-Premier that the House
could now deal with the question. When
the Estimates of the Chief Secretar;y's
department were before the House he
asked the then Premier whether the
salary of the President
the Legislative
Council could be red need, and the answer
he got was that it had already been dealt
with.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The vote is now
being reported to the House. It seems to
me that it can be dealt with.
Mr. WILKINS said he desired to move
that the first .item be reduced by £1.
Mr. CARTER.- It has already been voted;
how can you do that ~
Dr. MALONEY said it would be within
the memory of the House that a motion
was agreed to last week with regard
to the item which the honorable member
for Collingwood (Mr. 'Wilkins) now wished
to reduce by £1. The carrying of that
motion was tl1ken as an instruction that
certain high salaries were to be reduced.
Itwould be within the memory of the House
that when he (Dr. Maloney) moved a
further amendment it was distinctly
stated that the motion already carried
would be taken as an indication that
the higher-paid salaries' would be reduced.
Later on, he understood that his (Dr.
Maloney's) amendment wonld only touch
those officers who were justly entitled to
their increments by law. Therefore he
was induced to withdraw his amendment.
As that was how the matter stood, he now
wished to know whether the undertaking
then given that the higher salaries would
be reduced was to be carried out ~
The SP EAKER.-'Ve are now dealing
with t.he business that the committee did
last week.
The House is asked to adopt
that. The House must either adopt what
the committee did or have the business
recommitted. I must call the attention
of honorable members to the fact that in
the last Supply Bill passed the sum voted
for the Legislative Council was dealt with,

of
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so that the House has no control over that
now. Therefore, all that the House has
to do now, so far as I can see, is to deal
with the matter on the Appropriation Bill.
I think that is the most satisfactory way
to deal with it.
Mr. GRA Y said that, so far as he understood, the position was this: Last week
the House agreed to the salary of the
President of the Legislative Council and
the Chairman of Committees of that
House as they stood on the Estimates without any alteration. The question then was
that the amount of the salary of the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly be reduced by
£1. The Premier then stated that that
amendment being carried it was an indication to the Government that the salaries of
the President of the Legislative Council,
the Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Conncil, the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, the Chairman of Committees of
the Legislative Assembly, and the Commissioner of Titles were those which were
to be reduced. What he (Mr. Gray)
wanted to know now was, if the matter
before the House at present were agreed
to, would those five salaries be red uced or
not?
If they were to be reduced he was
satisfied, but before he gave his vote on
the matter under consideration he wanted
to know clearly whether the salaries of the
President of the Legislative Council and
Chairman of Committees of the Legislative Council, and the salaries of the
Speaker and Chairman of Committees of
the Legislative Assembly, were to be redur.ed as the committee had wished ~
The SPEAKER.-I desire to explain to
the House that the position is this: The
vote for the Legislative Council is not
before this House now. That was settled
and put into a Supply Bill, which was
passed last week. It is not now one of
the resolutions which have been reported
from the Committee of Supply. It is embodied in an Act of Parliament, and the
vote has gone from the control of this
Honse. The only votes that the House is
now dealing with are votes reported from
the Committee of Supply, including the
division for the Legislative Assembly and
other various divisions dealt with also. I
think the better plan will be to agree to
what is proposed, and then honorable
members will have the right when the
Appropriation Rill comes before the House
to make what reductions they please. But,
at present, the votes for the Legislative
Council are not before the House.
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Dr. MALoNEY.-Have they been increased or not ~
The SPEAKER.-They have passed in
their int::reased form, and the votes are now
law. Any alteration that is made now
must be made in the Appropriation Bill.
Dr. MALONEY remarked that he wished
to know if the salaries of the President and
the Chairman of Committees of the Legislative COUtlcil bad been increased, and, if
so, how the matter could be raised in the
House ~ If there were no means of rR.ising
the point, he wou.ld consider that he had
been humbugged in the matter.
The SPEAKER.-I have endeavoured
to explain the position of matters to honorable members. I may say again that
the matter referred to by the honorable
member for Melbourne ",Vest can be dealt.
with on the Appropriation Bill. In the
meantime the House has no control over
the votes for the Legislative Council,
which have been passed and become law.
~r. HAMILTON observed that he would
like to say that the late Government made
some kind of provision'for various members
of the civil service being paid a, sum of
mOlley at Christmas. Some of them had
been paid very miserable salal'ies, and
the late G'overnment decided to provide
a certain amount for them in a miserable manner. The late Government intended to give some of them certain
increases, so that they wonld rec0i ve the,
amount as a kind of Christl'nas box.
1'hese men had been getting wretched
wages for the last nine or ten years, and
he hoped that the new Government would
carry ont the intention of the late Government of giving- them some £5 or £10 at
Christmas. He knew that some of the men
he had referred to had been gett.ing only
a few shillings a week.
Mr. FINK said that, with regard to the
request made by the honorable member
for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilton), he would
report the matter to the Treasurer, and he
had no doubt. whatever that the request
would be sympathetically received.
The resolutions were adopted.
'V,TAYS AND MEANS.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Ways and Means.
Mr. FINK movedThat, towards making good the Supply
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the
year 1899-1900, the sum of £a76,659 be granted
out of the consolidated revenue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.5).
The resolution passed in Committee of
Ways and Means was considered and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Fink and
Mr. Salmon to introduce a Bill to carry out
the resolution,
Mr. FINK brought up a Bill "to apply
out of the consolidated revenue the sum
of £376,659 to the service of the year
1899-1900," antI moved that it be read a
first time.
The motion was agreed to.
l'fhe Bill was then read a first time,
and was afterwards passed thro:ugh its
remaining stages.
MELBOURNE AND COLLINGWOOD
RAILWAY V'IORKS.
PAYMEN'l' OF CAR'fERS.
Dr. MALONEY said that be had a
complaint to make which honorable members should be made aware of. No honorable member, he was sure, would desire
that a large body of men should be injured by the change of .Government, and
the too gTeat officiousness of certain
officers. There were employed upon the
Collingwood line some 30 or 40 men who
had agreed to take lOs. a day for man,
horse, and cart doing carting work. On
Monday it was stat.ed to them that that
arrangement would be changed, and that
they would get 7d. a load. A man had to
take his load of debris from the place in
Wellington-parade where the railway was
being constructed down to Simpson's-road,
and come back again, each journey taking up
three-quarters of an hour, and gi ving to the
man a total of 9~d·. an hour for horse, man,
and dray. That would be about 6s. 2d.,
or slightly under 6s. 3d., per day.
He was perfectly certain that it was not
the intention of the House that the men
should be paid such miserably low wages.
This was the only opportunity he bad of
raising his protest against such treatment,
and he did it in order that every member
of the House might have an opportunity
of expressing, if ,only by a cheer, his concurrence in the protest he (Dr. Maloney)
now made. He would like to know what
the ex-Minister of Railways had to say to
this infamous, treatment of the carters 1
(Mr. Taverner-" He is not here.") The
honorable member was never present when
be was wanted. It was right that the
House should signify that the inooming
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Minister of Railways should not allow
such a disgraceful state of things to continue.
Mr. GRAY remarked that in reference
to this very matter he had that day
attended at the offices of the Railway
department with a number of the carters
in question in order to obtain a settlement
of the qnestion affecting them, if possible.
He trusted that the members of the
incoming Government would take the
matter into their consideration, and that
representations would be made to the new
Minister of Railways to-morrow. The subject was one of very greatimportanceindeed.
Had it not been for the change of Ministry he had the assurance of the exMinister of Railways that the question
would have been dealt with by him that
very day. But in consequence of the
change of Government it was impossible
for the honorable gentleman to deal with it.
Hence it was left to be settled by the incoming Minister of Rail ways. The position, as he understood from inquiries made
from the men and from the departmental
officers, was that for three weeks the
carters were employed at lOs. a day. On
Saturday last. the men were informed that
they would only be employed at piece-work
at 7d. a load. The men opjected, and the
departmental officials raised the price to
7~d. per load. 'rhe men objected because,
as the honorable member for Melbourne
'Vest had pointed out, the 7~d. per load,
that was, per trip, would only give them
6s. 3d. pel' day for man, horse, and dray.
The whole 30 of the men declared
that they would not take that price.
That day he had interviewed Mr. Burnie,
the officer in charge of that branch, who
informed him that the men were in the
habit of carting sixteen loads a day at the
commencement of the works, which the
men denied. It was a question of statement against statement. Mr. Burnie said
that 7!d. per load was ample, because a
man, if fully employed, could earn lOs. a
day. The men denied that, and were prepared to show Mr. Burnie that his basis of
calculation was wrong. The m~m had
measnred the distance the horses would
have to travel, and found t.hat it was I!
miles to deliver each load for which they
would obtain 8~d., and 1i miles to deliver
each load for which thoy would receive
7~d.
Therefore, they contended that it
was absolutely impossible to earn lOs. a
day, even were they kept fully employed,
which they usually were not. The men
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assured him that it was not a question of
piece-,vork versus day wages, for they were
prepared to work at piece· work if it would
give them lOs. a day. He trusted the
members of the Government present would
represent the matter to the Minister of
Railways, and that, as the result of his
action, these men would not beemployed on
this rail way at sweating wages, but at such
piece· work rates as would enable them to
earn at least lOs. a day. He hoped also
that no delay would take place in settling
the matter. There was another quest-ion
in connexion with the same subject that
he desired to bring under notice. Last
Thursday he asked the Minister of Railways whether the Saturday half-holiday
would be observed by the department in
connexion with the construction of the
Collingwood Railway, it being a suburban
line 1 The Minister of Rail ways replied
that the Saturday half-holiday should be
observed, but despite that reply. Mr.
Burnie had that day stated that the men
wouk' not get it, and that so far he had
received no orders to let them have the
Saturday half-holiday. N ow, he wanted
the members of the Government to make
such representations to the Minister of
Railways as would secure to the men
who were working on the Collingwood line
the usual privilege of the Saturday hal£holiday.
Mr. TAVERNER.- Wait till the Minister
is here.
Sir GEORGE TURNER said it would
perhaps be fairer, in the absence of l'esponsible Ministers, if these complaints were
not brought up now, but communicated to
the responsible Ministers concerned. Honorable members knew that in the commencement of allY large work there was a
difficulty ill fixing rates of pay, but after
a week or two that difficulty disappeared,
and rates which were regarded as fair
were ultimately arranged. He had no
doubt whatever that the little friction
which had arisen in connexion with the
Collingwood Railway would be removed in
a similar way, and that all parties would
be satisfied. All honorable members hoped
t.hat such would be the case, more especially at this time of the year. 'l'hat beiuO'
so, their wisest course was to adjollrn~
He might be permitted to wish his friends
on the Ministerial bench and their colleagues a merry Christmas and a happy
New Year.
.Mr. WILKINS remarked that this was
the only opportunity honorable members
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had to publicly can the attention of Minis·
ters to the grievallce brought up by the
honorable member for Prahran. He had
noticed in the press a paragraph which
stated that anyone of these carters whcI
stuck up for what he considered he was
entitled to should not be employed on the
works again. That statement was said to
have been made by Mr. Burnie, and it was
utterly unfair, because men were entitled
to stand up for what they believed to be
their rights. (Dr. Maloney-" We will
have to teach that man BUrl:)ie his position.") It was only right that the men
employed on the construction of the Collingwood line should have an opportunity
of earning a fair rate of wages.
Mr. FINK said he could aBsure the honorable member for Melbourne West and
the honorable member for Prahran that
he had made a careful note of their complaints and could confidently promise
that the Minister of Railways would look
into them. He quite agreed with the
view put forward by the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. ·Wilkins), and he
could give the House an aSSUl'allCe-(An Honorable Member-"Don't promise
too much.") ·Well, he was quite satisfied
that the Government would see that no
man was dispossessed of his work through
standing up for what he believed to be his
rights. He begged to thank the leader of
the Opposition for his suggestion as to the
adjonrnment of the House, and generally
for the assistance which that gentleman
had rendered to the representatives of the
Government that afternoon. He appreciated the seasonable good wishes the right
honorable gentleman had expressed, alJd on
behalf of the Government he cordially
reciprocated them.
.
Mr. SALMON said he desired also to
thank the leader of the Opposition for the
assistance he had given, and the many
other honorable members who had been
g00Cl enough to congratulate him (Mr.
Salmon) on the position he now held. He
trusted they would all have a very merry
Christmas and a happy and prosperous
N ew Year, and that they would come back
to the House prepared to do the work of
the ·cotmtry in the way the country desired that it should be done.
The SPEAKER. - As the House intends to adjourn over the Christmas holidays, I take the liberty of wishing honorable members a very merry Christmas
and a most prosperous N ew Year. I sincerely trust that after we have spent a
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pleasant holiday we shall all meet invig~
rated in health and strength, and ready
to despatch the public business.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
to six o'clock, until rruesday, January 9',
1900.

LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL.

Tuesday, January 9, 1900.
New Members-Library Committee-Second Victorian
Contingent for South Africa - Trading Coupons
Abolition Bill: Congratulations to Ministers-Metro·
politan Militia-Assent to Bill-Companies (Rules and
Orders) Bill-Immigration Restriction Bill-Vegeta·
tion DiseaRes Act 1896 Continuation Bill-Workmen's
Compensation Bill-Indecent or Obscene Advertisements Prohibition Bill-Victorian Military Contingent
Bill (No.2).

The PRESIDEN'l' took the chair at twentyone minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
NEvV MEMBERS.
'1'he PRESIDEN'1' announced that he
had received returns to the writs issued
by him for the election of mem bel'S of
the Legislative Council to serve for the
Melbourne Province in the room of the
Honorable J. M. Davies, and for the
Southern Province in the room of the
Honorable D. Melville, who had accepted
offices of profit under the Crown, showing
that Mr. Davies and Mr. Melville had been
re-elected.
Mr. Davies and Mr. Melville were then
introduced and sworn, and presented to
the Clerk the declaration of qualification
required by Act No. 1075.
LIBRARY COMMIT'1'EE.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the Honorable D. Melville be appointed
a member of the Library Committee.

'1'he motion was agreed to.
SECOND VICTORIAN CONTINGENT
FOR SOUTH AFRICA.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG said that,
by leave of the House, he would like to
ask the Minister of Defence, without
notice, whether there would be any objection to allowing some of the members of
the second Victorian contingent for South
Africa leave of absence on Thursday night
next, in order that they might visit Castlemaine, Bendigo, Tatura, and other centres,
for the purpose of allowing their relatives
and fellow citizens to publicly take farewell of them ~

Second Victorian Contingent
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Tfhe Hon. J. H. ABBOTT moved the
adjournment of the House for the purpose
of discussing the question put by Mr.
Sternberg. He said that he took this
action because an intimation had been
given that the request would not be complied with on the present occasion, and he
thought the House should have an opportunity of expressing its opinion with regard to the matter.
Six honorable members having risen in
their places (as required by the standing
order) to support the motion,
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that the
desire of those who were in sympathy
with the object of the question put by Mr.
Sternberg was that the members of the
contingent now going forward shonld be
treated as were those who were despatched
to South Africa some weeks ago. A very
invidious distinction seemed to be drawn
between the men who volunteered in the
first instance and those who were now
about to be despatched, and who had
offered their services to the country. It
was thought by their friends that this
small relaxation should be gran.ted to
them. The matter would not have been
brought before the House except that a
telegram had been received from the
Mayor of Bendigo saying that the Defence
department stated that the application
could not be granted. He was of opinion
that if possible the Minister of Defence
should grant the request. Of course the
men who were going to South Afrioa had
a great many friends in the places where
they had been living up to the present.
Many of them might not come back again,
and it was highly desirable to enconrage
them in their great work by giving them
some kind of send-off. He trnsted 'that
the House would as far as necessary use its
influence to impress upon the Minister the
desirability of granting the request.
The Hon. VY. 1. WINTER-IRVING
expressed the opinion that the action
which had been taken in regard to this
matter was a necessary one for the purpose of allowing those who were about to
serve their country in South Afriea a
little relaxation. He had already attended
on a deputation to the Minister of Hailways for the pnrpose of seeing whether
some arrangement could not be made for
the men to go up country. 'Vhere troops
were so willing to serve Her Majesty iu
the Transvaal, it was necessary that this
pri vilege should be granted to them of
~eeing their friends before leaving.
He
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trusted that before they left more encouragement would be given to them than
they had already had.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG stated
that he was certain that the Minister of
Defence was in thorough sympathy with
the desire of giving the men who were
going to serve the country in South Africa
an opportunity of publicly leaving their
friends.
He knew that the Minister's
heart was with the mell, and that he was
anxious to see that which the inland
centres were so desirous of, and that was
a recognition of the effo"rts these men were
putting forth in the interests of the coni1try. What was asked would only entail
a few hours' relaxation, and would give the
men more encouragement to fight the
enemy. If the men were permitted to
return to the respective localities from
which they came, he was certain that
they would have a right royal reception,
whieh, he was sure, would be a very great
encouragement to them in leaving Victoria's shores.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-There have
been a large number of applications on
the part of the men to get away to rfatura,
Bendigo, and elsewhere. I htwe not interfered in any way with the Commandant. I think that it is better to leave
matters of discipline entirely in his hands.
Although I have received these letters, I
have consulted with Major-GeneraIDownes,
and he has given me good and sufficient
reasons why at this late hour the req \lest
should not be granted. There is a necessity to train the men and get them ready
for service. It has to be remembered
that' every man in the contingent is to
get a ticket for two of his dearest friends
to travel free on the railways to Melbourne, where they can remain and see
theIr friends until the time of the departure
arrives. On Friday these friends will be
permitted to go down to the rail way pier and
'take their final farewell. If, however, the
request to visit the country is granted, the
distances some of the men will have to
travel are so great that the discipline and
training must, for the time being, be
dropped, owing to a large portion of the
men not being at their posts. However
unpleasant it may be to honorable members to have to say to their constituents
that the time for feasting is past, it has to
be remembered that England requires
that all the men shall be at the front as
early as possible. 'V 8 have pushed on
with the preparations, and !Since the Hous~
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last met have done our utmost to get the
forces ready to be at the front in time for
service. vVe are ready to put the men on
, board the transport steamer on the 13th
jnst., and I hope honorable members will
do nothing. to aid those whose efforts
would interfere with the training and discipline of the men, and would, to some extent, prevent them from getting through
the last week of training that is necessary
for them. rrhey need it. According to the
press to-day they require every hour of
training they are to get until the 13th.
It is inevitable and desirable that they
snall have this training; and I think the
House will be prepared to admit that this
week the very utmost has been made of
the time available. 1'he Commandant
and Colonel Price have assured me
that the forces will be ready by the 13th.
Uuder the circumstances, I hope no
opposition will be raised to the strict
letter of the law being carried out. vY.e
will do everything to facilitate the friends
of the men seeing them before their
departure, and I hope that the arrangements for the departure will be as effective
as we can make them.
The motion for the adjournment of the
House was negatived.
TRADING COUPONS ABOLITION
BILL.
CONGRA'1'ULA'l'IONS '1'0 MINIS'l'ERS.

Sir FREDEIUCK SARGOOD movedThat the Honorable J. M. Davies and the
Honorable D. Melville be members of the select
committee on the Trading Coupons Abolition

Bill.

He said-Before proceeding with' the
business of the day, I am sure the House
will wish me to congratulate the two
honorable members na-med in' nly motion
on taking their seats on their re-elec'tion
to this House. Mr. Balfour became a
mi:lmber of the Cabinet and took his
seat before the House adjourned for the
Christmas holidays, and I will refer
I refer now, howto him directly.
ever, to the two honorable members who
have just been introduced and sworn after
accepting office as Ministers of the Crown
with portfolios. Our friend Mr. Davies
we all welcome back heartily, and congratulate him on the success of his election
fight, the trouble and expense of which, I
venture to say, he should not have been put
to. And what shall I say of Mr. Melville1
'Ve shall all miss him terribly on this side
of the House, and the House as a whole will
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miss him as a critic, and will look with
interest to see his work in his new capacity as Minister of Defence. How will he
feel? He will have 110 Ministry to be "agin,"
unless he takes it into his head to find
fault with his colleagues, right and left.
That appears to be the only solution left
to him. We are all pleased to see him in
his new position. There is no member of
the House who has attended so regularly
as Mr. Melville has done. I am aware
that he has fallen into his position at a
time when there is plenty of work to do in
the Defence department, and his hand and
brain have been earnestly employed in its
affairs. He has taken the matter up keenly
and thrown his whole energy into the
work, and it is largely to his assistance
that it is due that the contiugent will be
ready to sail on Saturday next. As to Mr.
Balfour, he is a tower of strer:gth to any
Ministry; and while we are sorry to lose
him from this side of the House as a
valuable critic of Bills, I have no doubt
that the result of his sitt.ing on the
Ministerial bench: will be that the measures
placed before the House will be thoroughly
thrashed out, and that we shall have the
satisfaction of getting through our work
speedily and satisfactorily.
The Hon. J.M. DAVIES.-I should like
to say that my colleague (Mr. Melville)
and myself are willing to be members of
the Trading Coupons Abolition .Bill Committee, because we were members of it
from the beginning, and the work is
almost completed. But it must be understood that in being re-appointed members
of the committee we do not bind the
Government by any course we take up.
I take this opportunity also of thanking
honorable members for the great reception
they gave to Mr. Melville and myself when
we entered the House this evening. I also
thank Sir Frederick Sargood for the kind
words he has just spoken. vVhen I last
occupied one of the Ministerial seats, I
had the pleasure of having a leader, upon
whom the chief responsihility rested, and
so my duties were perfectly light. Under
present circumstances I know that honorable members will, with the courtesy with
which I have always been treated since I
have been a member of this House, forgive my short-comi~gs, and will, if I fail,
believe that it will not be for the want of
wishing to do what is right and best ill all
matters to the best of my ability.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I also wish
to thank the House for the kindness they
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have always exhibited towards myself.
Perhaps in the past I have been tompted
to find fault with measures and Ministers,
and may have been severe in my strictures.
I have occupied the position of a free hmce
as to Ministers and Bills, and that arose
from the fact that I had no ambition evor
to be in a Ministerial position here. Up
till last month I had no idea that I should
ever become a Minister. This criticism
of measures and men-sometimes almost
personal attacks, it might be said-arose
from the fact that I thought I was perfectly safe in my corner opposite, in what
might be caned my fortification there, and
never dreamed that I should ever be here
to be shot at. But I have also to say to
the House that I have always met with
kindly-indeed, generous--feelings, such
as have not only been exhibited to myself,
but are uui versal throughout tho House.
There is no ill feeling in the minds of honorable members towards one member or
another, however sovere may be the
criticisms they make. The matters that
come before this House are open to the
freest criticism, and, although I have
exercised that right towards other
honorable members in a manner for
which I am sure the House has long ago
forgiven me, I trust that I shall do my
duty here with credit to the Government
and to the House iti:lolf. That shall be
my ambition. I need hardly say to the
House that I feol grateful for the reception I have met with, and for the kind
consideration of honorable members towards myself in the past. I shall try to
deserve it in the future.
1'he Hon. J. BALFOUR. - I feel
that the kind words which have been said
by Sir Frederick Sargood with regard to
myself have been too much altogether. I
can only say that I am proud to have
such colleagues as I have here, and anything I can do to assist them I shall do.
The motion was agreed to.
METROPOLITAN MILITIA.
The Hon. G. GODFHEYasked the Minister of Defence the following questions:1. Whether his attention ha.s heen called to
the recommendations of the late Military Commandant that the battalions of metropolitan
militia should be increased to their original
strength of eight companies? ,
2. How long he proposes to allow the battalions to remain skeleton battalions of four
companies each?
3. Does the Government intend at any time
to return the battalions to their old strength;
and, if so, when?

4. Has it been brought under his notice that
many suitable men have recently volunteered
for service in the infantry militia and cannot be
recruited, as the present battalions are full ?
5. Does he propose to make any provision by
which every man who desires to train himself
to senre his country when required shall have
reasonable opportunity of doing so ?

rfhe Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Notice was
given of these questions before I took
office, and the following are the answers
which have been furnished by the department : 1. No. There is no record of any such recommendations. The recommendations of the
Military Commandant appear in the last report
of the Council of Defence laid before Parliament, and they do not contain any such proposal.
2 and 3. The proper equipment of present
existing forces will recei\Te the consideration of
the Government.
4 and 5. The Minister proposes to consider
some means of providing further opportunities
for suitable men to train themselves for service
in the military forces if required.

PETITION.
A petition was presented by the Hon.
R. REID, from ship-owners resident in Victoria, and agents of ship-owners resident
elsewhere, against the Immigration Hestriction Bill.
ASSENT TO BILL.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES presented a
message from the Governor, intimating
that, at the Government Offices, on December 15, 1899, His Excellency gave his
assent to the Consolidated Revenue Bill
(No.5).
COMPANIES (HULES AND ORDERS)
BILL.
The Hon J. M. DAVIES moved for leave
to bring in a. Bill relating to certain
general rules and orders made under the
Companies Act 1896.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was brought ill, and read a first time.
IMMIGHATION HESTHICTION BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill. He saidThis is a. Bill that will probably be mor6l
familiar to most honorable members of
this House than it is to me, because I was
not a Member of Parliament last year
when a Bill for similal' purposes came before the Council. Upon that occasion ,the
Bill was referred to a select committee.
The committee took evidence, and the
result of its labours was that, I think, the
whole of the clauses in the Bill-clauses
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1 to 18-were struck out, and new clauses
were introduced in their places. The Bill
that is now before the House contains,
with certain alterations and additions,
nearly all the clauses that were then substituted for the original Bill, so that there
ought to be very little matter in this
measure about which there Heed be any
controversy.
The first portion of the
Bill contains clauses exempting certain
persons from its application, and those
clauses are pract.ically the same as the
corresponding clauses in the Bill which
was passed by the COUllCil in the year
1898. TherA is, however, an important
proviso to one of these exemptions. 'l'hat
proviso is that if any officer of Customs
notifies the master of a vessel that, in
his opinion, snch vessel has on board a
persoll or persons forming portion of the
crew thereof who would, but for the
exemption contained in this paragraph, be
a prohibited immigrant or immigrants, th~
master shall, upon being so required by
any officer of Customs, and before being
permitted to clear out from or leave such
port, cause the whole of the officers and
crew of such vessel to be mustered in the
presence of an officer of Customs. Then
the provis,o goes onIf on mustering the crew it is found that any
person who, according to such articles, formed
portion of the crew, and who would, in the
opinion of any snch officer, he a prohibited immigrant but for the exemption contained in this
paragraph, be not present, then such person
shall not be exempted by this paragraph, and,
until the contrary be proved, shall be deemed
to have landed in Victoria contrary to the provisions of this Act, and may be dealt with
accordingly, and the master, owner, or charterer
of the vessel to the crew of which such person
be:onged shall be liahle to a penalty of not
exceeding £100 for each such member of the
crew so absent.

Now, I think that is the chief difficulty
which the Coullcil is likely 10 have in connexion with the Bill. It is said that the
effect of that proviso is that no master of
'any vessel can allow allY of the crew to
land-that is, any of the crew who would
be prohibited nnder this Bill from entering the colony. Of course, if he allows
them to land, he loses control of them,
while at the same time he is made responsible for their return to the ship. That is
perfectly trne'; bllt, on the other hand, if
there is no provision in this direction, any
one coming here as portion of the crew of
a vessel can evade the Bill, and can get
in without any penalty whatever beillg
imposed upon the master or owner of
TIon. J. ,M. Davies.
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the ship. That is a question that will
be properly discussed in committee. I
merely thought it right to point out that
this is an important addition to the
clauses relating to exemptions which
were passed by the Council in 1898. The
chief object of this Bill seems to be to
prevent the immigration into Victoria by
land or sea of any person who is unable
to write in some European language and
to sign an application. In other words,
the Bill provides an educational test. and
that is really the chief restriction that is
placed upon anyone immigrating into the
colony.
'l'hat portion of the Bill was
not objected to by the Council in
1898, bnt further restrictions are
now imposed by this Bill whidl were not
included ill the Bill of 1898. The prohibitions are extended to include any
person likely in the opinion of the Commissioner or any officer of Customs to become a charge upon the public or upon any
public or charitable institution; any idiot
or insane person; and any person suffering from a disease declared, either before
or after the commencement of this Act, by
the Board of Public Health under the
provisions of the Health Acts, to be a
malignant infectious or contagious disease,
or a dangerous iufectiolls or contagious
disease, or a dangerous disease. As I say,
these prohibitions were not in the Bill
as passed by this Honse in 1898, but I
think they will commend themselves to
honorable mt:mbers. There should be no
objection to onr refusing to allow the persons there enumerated to come into the
colony. Then the Bill provides that any
prohibited immigrant finding his ,vay
into the colony shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding six months,
llnlesB he finds two approved sureties, each of the sum of £50,
that he will leave Victoria. within one
month. That provision was in the Bill as
previously passed by this House. 'Ye then
come to provisions under which certain
immigrants will be allowed to land by
givillg security. If they give the security
and do not get a certificate that they are
entitled to land, then they forfeit the
security. The amount of the security is
fixed at £100. There is a provision that
any person who satisfies an officer appointed under' the Act that he has been
formerly domiciled in Victoria, and that
he is not a pErson likely to become a
charge upon the public, that he is not an
idiot cr insane, and that he is not suffering
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from infectious disease, shall not be
regarded as a prohib1.ted immigrant. It
is further provided that the wife or child
of a person not being a prohibited immigrant shall be free from any prohibition
imposed by the Act.
Then there are a
number of sub-sections that were not in
the Bill previously passed by the Council.
Clause 8 provides that, if it is nece'3sary
for the exercise of his religion, a permit
may be given to a person for the introduction of five other persons who would
othe~wise be prohibited, and then follow
certain provisions relating to the terms
upon which they should remain in the
colony, the time they should remain, and
for their ultimately leaving the colony.
That provision was put ill at the instance
of a member of another place. It was
not in the Bill as originally introduced,
and I think it was inserted for the benefit
of certain Hindoos. The Bill also provides that the masters and owners of any
vessel from which any prohibited immigrant is landed shall be liable to a penalty
of £ LOO, and a further penalty of .£20 for
each such immigrant landed in excess of
the number of five. The total amount of
penalties incurred in anyone voyage, however, is not to exceed .£5,000. That was a
clause drawn up by the select committee
appointed by this House, and it was passed
by the Council, and sent down to the Assembly. Then there are provisions giving
to the Commissioner or the Collector of
Customs power to detain any vessel from
which any prohibited immigrant has, in
the opinion of such officer, landed contrary to the provisions of the Act., and
providing that the vessel may be released upon a bond being entered into
for the payment of the penal ties. . If
default is made in the payment of the
penalties the vessel may be sold, and the
proceeds applied in satisfaction of the
penalties, the balance to be handed back
to the owner. There is also a provision
that a prohibited immigrant shall not be
entitled to a licence to carrv on business
in the colony, or to acquire a tit.le to
freehold or leasehold land, but it is provided that any person acquiring a title
through a prohibited person shall not
thereby get a bad title. Finally, power
is given to the Governor in Council to
make regulations to carry ont the Act,
and it is provided that such regulations
shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament within fonrteen days after their
publication in the Gove?'nrnent Gnzette.
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If disapproval is not expressed by
either House, then the regulations are to
have the force of law. It will be seen
that this gives to either House the power
to annul these regulations. I do not
think I need discuss the necessity
for the Bill, because that was fully
thrashed out in the year 1898, and
nothing has occurred since then to alter
the minds of honorable members on the
subject. I did hear a remark that it is
desirable that legislation of this kind
should be delayed until federation is
accomplished. It is pointed ont th~t in
New South 'Vales there is a somewhat
similar law, and that the Act in that
colony does not contain the proviso about
the masters of vessels being liable for the
crew. There is a similar law also in
Natal, and, so far as I can see, there is no
provision in that Act eit.her with respect
to the landing of members of the crew.
Western Australia has a similar Act, and
it does not contaiu any snch provision,
The Hon. C. J. HA~L-Do those Acts
contain the educat.ional test 1
rL'be Hon. J. M. DA VIES.-Yes; they
have practically the same educational test.
I should mention that there is a provision
in this Bill for the granting of exemptions
on a certificate signed by the Commissioner of rrrade and Customs, or by the
Agent-General of Victoria, or by any
officer appointed by the Governor in
Council for that purpose. These certificates may be given to persons who cannot
satisfy the educational test.
The Hon. F. S. GRI:mvADE.-That puts
the control of the Act in the hands of the
Commissioner of Customs 1
The Hon. J. M. DA VIES.-It does to
that extent. I trust that it is not necessary for me to offer any arguments in
favour of the Bill, and I shall content
myself with moving the second reading.
Sir FREDEHICK SAHGOOD.-'Veare
all agreed that it is necessary to make
ample provision to prevent undesirable
immigrants from arriving in Victoria.
That apparently is the object of this Bill;
but, as a matter of fact, the measure goes a
great deal too far. The avowed intention
of the Bill, as stated by the late Ministry,
was to prevent the introduction of a large
llumber of Asiatics, against whom very
serious complaints had been made, more
particularly in cOllnexion with ha wking, and
this Bill is the outcome of those complaints.
Another place passed the Bill ill the form
in which it reached us in 1898, and this
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Houser believing it was desirable that
light should be thrown upon the subject,
referred the measure to· a select committee. The late Solicitor-General (Sir
Henry Cuthbert) was not only a member
of that committee, but he was its chairman, and Mr. Balfour was also a member
of it, and I can only say that if the
present Solicitor-General had been on that
committee I do not t.hink he -would have
spoken so favorably of the Bill as he has
done. I would commend the evidence
taken before the committee to the notice
of the honorable gentleman before he proceeds much further with the measure.
That the Bill as it reached the Couneil on
a former occasion was too stringent was
acknowledged by all the members of the
committee, and the unanimolls report of
the committee was that the New South
Act, which was by no means so stringent,
but which had been fOllnd amply sufficient
to keep out these undesimble immigrants,
should be adopted by Parliament. In
conseq uence of that the whole of the
clauses of the Bill then before the Council
with the exception of the first were struck
out, and the clauses of the New South
"Vales Act with a very few minor alterations were inserted. That, however, was
disagreed with in another place, and the
matter lapsed. I wish to point out to
the House that in paragraph (b) of clause
2 there is a very important alteration as
compared with the Bill previously passed
by the Council. The sub-section provides
that the Act shall not apply to "any person of a class for whose immigration into
Victoria provision is after the commencement of this Act made by law or by a
scheme approved by the Governor in
Council." The effect of that provision
will be seen when I l'emind honorable
mem bel'S that by section 5 of the Chinese
Restriction Act- power was given to the
Minister to issue certificates to Chinese
who have been residing here, and who
leave t.he colony with the intention of returning. The provision in paragraph (b)
would at. once cancel these certificates,
of which there are several to my knowledge now out.
An HONORABLE lV1E~mEH.-Hundreds.
Sir FHEDEHICK SAHGOOD.-I would
not say hundreds, but I know there are
some, and I cannot think that the Minister would wish to repudiate the action
already taken under another Act of Parliament. To guard against that, I think
it will be necessary to strike out the words
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"after the commencement of this Act," and
to restore the paragraph to what it was
before. That would keep alive the certificates to which I refer. I am sure that in
this, I shall have the hearty support of Mr.
Balfour. As to paragraph (f), its sting
lies of course in the long p1"oviso. The
New South Wales Act simply exempts
" the officers and crew of any other vessel
landing d nring the stay of such vessel in
any port in" the colony_ This Bill, however, adds the whole of t.his long proviso,
and throws upon the' officers and owners
of vessels a very serious responsibility,
and one, so far as I can see, that it will
be utterly impossible for them to carry
out. However desirous the captains of
vessels may be-and all captains are desirous-of preventing their crew from
deserting the ship, it is utterly impossible
to prevent some of them from bolting.
"Ve know that even under the sti"ict discipline of Her Majesty's ships desertions
occur to a large extent, and whenever any
of these vessels are in port you can hardly
take up any copy of the Police Gazette
without seeing notifications offering a
reward for the bringing back of seamen
who have deserted_ It does appear to me
a monstrous thing-unfair, unreasonable,
and absurd-to throw upon the masters of
vessels a responsibility that it is impossible
for them to carry through.
The Hon. C_ J. HAM.-They would
neyer bring their vessels up to the pier.
Sir FREDEIUCK SAHGOOD_-E\'en
that weuld not prevent desertions, because we know that men-of-war are
not, as a rule, brought to the piers,
and yet some of their men are lost.
Under these circumstances, I trust
that the Council will adhere to its former
decision, and st.rike out this proviso.
Clause 3 provides what has been described
as an educational test. It does seem a
farce to go to all this trouble to shut out
a few Asiatics, and this Bill, although
avowedly for that purpose, is really much
wider in its scope. It would shut out a
number of Europeans as well, and is intended, moreover, to be taken adva:ntage
of for that purpose. For instance, when
a number of gipsies were wandering
through the colony a short time ago, the
late Premier assured a deputation that if
this Bill had been in force he would have
acted upon it in order to prevent the
admission of those people.
We lmow,
also, that a very similar' Act is in force in
New Zealand, and that in that colony it
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has been put in force to prevent the landing of a number of Austrians, with the
result that complications were nearly
brought about between the Home Government alld the Austrian Government,
and that eventually the colonial Government had to back down, and to allow the
Austrians to land. There are many Europeans who cannot speak English, much less
write it, and under this Bill, as it now
stands, many of them will be sh ut out
from the colony. lfow, I cannot imagine
that it is intended by any Government
in Victoria to carry things to such an extent as t.hat. At first sight it seemed
very reasonable that no person should be
allowed to land who might becorpe a
charge upon the public, and it has been
pointed out that there is a similar power
under the Marine Act.
It will be
found. however, that in that Act there
is a· provision giving the master of
the vessel the option of gi viug securi ty
to the amount of £100 that he
will take the immigrant back again.
l'here is no such power in this Bill. It
was absolutely refused. N ow~ if prohibited
immigrants get into the colony the owner
and master of the vessel that brings them
should be e'nabled to take them back
again, and should not be liable to be
punished for something which they could
not prevent. The ship owner and master are
absolutely helpless.
They have no right
to compel would-be passengers to undergo
a medieal or other examination when even
the Board of Health cannot do it. Moreover, it should be remembered that under
the Marine Act the ship-owner is a common carrier, and if there are applicants
for passages, and he has room in his ship,
he must gi ve them passages, and even
if in the opinion of the Custom-house
officer those passengers come under paragraph (b), (c), or (d), the captain has tlO
power to prevent them going ashore on
the arrival of his vessel in Victoria. 'l'he
captain cannot lock sl1ch a passenger in a
cabin without rendering himself liable to
an action for false imprisonment.. This is
a matter that has been tested before. In
one case a passenger, whom the eaptain of
a vessel attempted to keep on board, broke
down his cabill, assaulted the captain, and
afterwards brought an action against the
captain for false imprisonment, and got
damages. It is all very well to enact
that certain men are not desirable immigrants, but we should not t.hrow on
the owners and captains of vessels the
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responsibilities attendant on the carrying
out of the provisions of the Act, seeing
that it is not within their power to do so.
According to clause 5, it would appear
that any person who, in the opinion of any
officer appointed under this measure, is a
prohibited immigrant within the rneaning
of the Act, may be prevented from landing
here unless he first deposits a sum of £100.
If within a week after landing here he
obtains a certificate from the Minister of
Customs to the effect that he does not
come within the prohibition of the Act his
£100 is to be returned, but failing that it
is to be forfeited, and the immignmt
deemed to be a prohibited immigrant found
in Victoria, in disregard or evasion of the
provisions of the Act. Surely that is an
enormous power to give to a Custom-house
officer, or indeed to any officer, whether
high or low. To me it appears an undesirable and unnecessary power. There are
other matters which I will call attention
to in committee.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-How will
this measure affect British subjects coming
here from India ~
Sir FHEDERICK SARGOOD.-If they
cannot write a European language they
are to be prohibited from entering the
colony. The select committee had before
them one or hvo splendid men of that cla,ss,
who have fought for llS for many years in
India, and yet because they could not write
a European language they would be prohibited from coming into Victoria under
the provisions of this Bill. I recollect that
one of them claimed indignantly that he
was as much a subject of the Queen as
any ruember of the committee, and he
wore medals on his breast which testified
to his military service in Her Majesty's
Indian dominions.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-And yet after
that the select committee drew the clause
to wbich the honorable member objects,
and got the Council to adopt it.
Sir FREDERICK SA.RGOOD.-Bnt the
select committee did not go the whole
extent of the Bill that was sent up to this
House. ,Ve curtailed that Bill very materially, and brought it into line with the
New South WaleR Act. In our report we
dealt with the measure on feeleral lines.
As the ship-owners had not fo(md the New
South ·Wales Act prejudicial, or, at all
events, they had found tha,t they could
work under it, we thought we might as
\\'ell follow the .New South 'Vales Act, and
we did so. I trust that in committee the
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Solicitor-General will be prepared to. listen
to argument, as he always has been, and
even though this measure may require
some alteration, I think I shall have his
assistance,' o.r, at all events, the consent o.f
himself and his colleagues, in making the
amendments I intend to propose.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-I cannot understand why the present Government should now, under the altered
condition of things, take up this Bill. Is
it a pres'Sing measure 1" Some eighteen
months or two years ago certain reasons
were urged by the late Government in
favonr of passing this Bill. 'rhey said
they wanted to bring Victoria into line
with New South Wales and Western Australia, and that South Australia was
going to pass a similar Act, so that Victoria had an opportunity of agreeing to
a Bill which most of the colonies had
held to be necessary, and, in the interests
of federation, it was desirable to do so.
On those grounds the late Government
strongly urged Parliament to pass the Bill
then submitted. It was passed by another
place and sent here. A select committee
was appointed to consider the Bill, and I
had the honour of being a member of the
committee. I must say that my first inclination on that committee was to go
entirely against the Bill. I did not see
that it was wanted, but in view of the
federal argument with which the Government supported the proposal I gave way,
because the Government said that while
we talked about federation we . objected
to pass a Bill which would enable us to
practically federate with the other colonies
The
on this very important subject.
select committee elimillated almost all the
clauses of the Bill that was received from
another place, and brought the measure
into line wit.h the New South Wales Act.
But this Bill is a heritagt! from the late
Government which the present Ministry
need not have taken up. I do not think
there is any necessity for the Bill. I fail
to see that there is any requirement for
it. It is not difficult to forecast that
under this measnre a, great many anomalies will arise, and some of those anomalies
may involve us in trouble with other
countries, as was the case only a 'short
time ago in New Zealand. I would point
out that clause 3 would prohibit a most
desirable class of settlers from coming
here. ,As I mentioned when the measure
was previously under consideration in this
Chamber, Danes make splendid colonists,
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and so do Germans.
You cannot get a
better class of colonists than many of
the Danes, and yet they could not
come here if this Bill beco.mes law.
N o.w, many Danes want to. come here
to follow agl:icultural and other pursuits. They bring a little 'capital, and
desire to acquire farms, but we are asked
to absolutely close the door against them,
and say-" Although we have any quantity of land that wants cultivating, and
although we have any number of opportunities for industrious people, and especially for those who have a little capital,
you shall not come into Victoria. You
may go to Tasmania, South Australia, or·
Queensland, but YOIl shall not enter this
colony." I feel that if Sir Frederick Sargood had not, in a way, fathered the
amended Bill he would have spoken much
more strongly against the measure than
he did. It is impossible to prevent members of the crews of vessels that come
here landing on our shores; and yet for
everyone who would be a prohibited immigrant under t.his Bill, and who quits his
ship while in our ports, the captain of a
vessel may be mulcted in a penalty of
£100. Now, how can the captain stop
members of his crew from going ashore
if they are determined to do so ~ They
call get away during the night-time or in
the early morning. The original Bill was
introduced with a view of stopping Syrian
hawkers from going about the country
districts. Allegations were made to the
efrect that Syrian hawkers frightened
women in isolated parts of the colony,
and did all sorts of things that they ought
not to do. '\Vell, not only do Syrians do
wrong, but a number of English, Irish, and
Scotch go up country and commit crimes
also. It was never proved to the satisfaction of tbe committee that the number
of such crimes was greater among Syrian
hawkers than among British hawkers. Of
course some of the hawkers are highly
respectable persons, and follow a calling
that is both useful and hOllorable. There
are Syrians who have been doing so for
years. One who came before the committee said he had been a hawker for 21
years, and that he got credit from and
was respected by business houses in Melbourne. Some splendid fellows came before the committee, among them men who
had medals on their breasts which showed
that they had fought for the Queen, and
that they were just as good and loyal subjects of Her Majesty as ourselves. N ow, if
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we prevent men of that description coming
into Victoria it is a question whether we
may not get into serious complication with
the Imperial authorities. Because a man
is of a certain nationality, and cannot
write his name in any European language,
he is to be prevented from coming into
Victoria, although he has fought for the
Queen, and has proved that he is prepared,
if need be, to lay down his life in defence
of the British Ernpire, just like our own
brave soldiers who have gone to South
Africa. I am very sorry iildeed that the
present Government have taken up this
Bill, and I would like to know why they
have done so ~
The Hon. R. HEID.-There was an honorable understanding that they would do
so.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I have proposed this Bill in nearly.the same form as
this House passed it in 1898.
The Hon. F. S. GRIM'YADE.-I was
very glad when we did not hear any more
of the measure last year, and I would
have been still more pleased if we had
never seen the Bill again.
The Hon. H. REID.-I think the condition of things has entirely changed since
this Bill was before the Legislat.ive Council
eighteen months ago. vVe are now within
near approach of the establishment of a
Federal Government in Australia, when
our Customs and the whole scheme of laws
concerning shipping will pass over to the
Commonwealth; and although there may
be an honorable understanding on the part
of the present Government that they would
take up the Bills that were half through
another place, and carry them, if possible,
I think that we should look at this measure
from every point of view. I say most
advisedly that this Bill is a kind of legislation which is not wanted, in view of the
early approach of federation. No sooner
is the Federal Government established
than the Federal Parliament will have to
be asked to pass a Consolidating Bill,
bringi ng all the difl'eren t Acts of the various
colonies on this subject into harmony, so
that a uniform law may be administered
from one common centre. For that reason
it is altogether inopp::>rtune to ask us to
pass a measure of this kind at the present
time. And althotlgh the Solicitor-General
tells us this is the identical Bill which
was approved by a select committee of this
House nearly two years ago, I must say, in
answer to him, that select committees of
this House and of another place have done

Restriction Bill.

284.9

some very funny things, and that I am
not at all prepared to accept this Bill
merely because it was approved by a select
committee eighteen months ago.
The HOll. J. M. DAVIES.-It is not
eighteen months since the select committee
approved of this Bill.
The Hon. R. HElD. - 'Yell, fifteen
months. vVe have many honorable men
of our own race, and many honorable representatives of other nations, ell gaged in
the shipping trade here. What trade has
gained us more distinction than the
shippiilg trade; and are we, at this late
stage of our history, within four months
of the establishment of a Federal Government for Australia, to botch the future by
having separate Acts in force in the different states regarding immigration ~ If
this Bill becomes law the ship·owners will
be liable to certain heavy penalties. To
escape those penalties they would have to
employ an examiner at every port to hold
a s'ort of matriculation examination of
would-be passengers before accepting them
and giving them passages, because for
every pasf?enger they land hore unable to
write his name in a European language they
will be liable to a· penalty of £100, and
put to the cost of taking him away again.
This is a very serious Bill, and it would
deal a death-blow at the greatest interest
of the British Empire-the shipping interest-in connexion with this colony. In
their petition the ship-owners state that it
will be almost impossible to comply with
some of the requirements of this Bill.
The measure was drawn up in the first
instanco with the idea of restricting the
immigration of Asiatics, but its provisions
leave the Asiatics out of question, and
apply an educational test of fitness for
admission into Victoria. But do not
honorable members recollect that some
of the greatest men in the history of
Australia--men who became squatter
kings-could not read and write ~
Is
a man to be presumed to be totally
devoid of brains because he cannot pass
an educat.ional test ~ Many men who
have never had the advantage of schooling have shown great capacity for business, and, in view of these facts, it seems
very strange at this period of our history,
for a British community to pass a law
which will prevent many of their own
kith and kin who would make excellent
settlers, and many members of other
nationalities who would also be good
settlers, from coming here, because they
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cannot pass the examination prescribed
in this Bill. If they do manage to get
in after this Bill is passed into law, the
owner or master of the vessel bringing them
here is to be liable to heavy penalties.
N ow, although it is very gratifying to
know that with onr free and compulsory
system of education all our own people
can read and write, we must also recollect
that we wan t bone and muscle to develop
our natural resources.
I once heard
Henry W"ard Beecher deliver an eloquent
address on the American Constitution, on
lines the very opposite to those of this
Bill. "Chinamen," said he, "let them
come; subject races from the Continent
of Europe, let them come; blackfellows,
let them come; for if our civilization and
our l'p.ligion are worth anything we wil1
benefit, elevate, and bless them." He
showed how under the American Constitution it was possible for people" to come
from all parts of the earth to the great
American Republic and there find a home.
As an illustration, he mentioned that the
delta of the Nile was enriched by the
sediment brought down in the rivers
from Abyssinia, and that it fertilized the
land and blessed humanity. That is the
American idea, but we are asked to go to
the other extreme, and impose heavy
penalties on the owners of ships which
bring immigrants who cannot pass a certain educational test. This Bill is not
honest or straightforward. It was
originally drawn up "to exclude darkskinned people, but by introducing the
educational test it creates" another injustice to Ireland," and also to Scotland and
England, although I am glad to know that
the number of Britishers who cannot read
and write is a diminishing quantit.y. Ship
owners and masters cannot carryon their
business if they are to ascertain the
educational capacities of intending passengers, and neither can they compel those
passengers to submit to a medical examination, as if they were going to have their
lives insured. If Parliament passes this
Bill, it will make it very hard for shipowners who trade to and from Victoria.
The measure" certainly should not be
passed in its present shape. It should
clearly specify the race or class to which
it is intended to apply. It should not
say one thing and mean another. The
more I consider the Bill, the more I am
satisfied that by passing it into law we
will be complicating things in the early
future for the Federal Government. It is
H on. R. Reid.
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not fronl any disrespect for the present
Ministry, \V ho are not to he held responsible for this measure, that I oppose it,
but, in mercy to them, and for the good of
the country in the future, I beg to move,
as an amendmentThat the Bill be read a second time this day
six months.

The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-The history
of this Bill has been clearly stated by the
Solicitor-General. The original measure
was passed by another place, and sent up
Honorable members
to this Chamber.
looked over the Bill, and then referred it
to a select committee, who, in their report,
drafted a llew measure. That is to say, they
destroyed the Bill that was received from
the Legislative Assembly, and one of the
honorable members who framed the new
Bill now tells us that the measure should
be read a second. time this day six months.
N ow, I ask honorable membel1s to seriously
consider what ""ould be the effect upon the
mind of the country of passing such a proposal? It is sometimes said, very unfairly,
that the Legislative Council is an obstructive House, but if we do what Mr. Reid
now proposes, can we hope to have the
respect of the people of this colony? The
Solicitor-General has merely taken up the
Eill that a select committee of this House
has already approved, and, with certain
necessary amendments, submitted it again
to this Chamber, and yet the first thing
we are met with is a proposal from Mr.
Reid to smash up his own Bill. I am
afraid that the honorable member has
forgotten the history of this measure.
Tho Hon. A. O. SACHSE. - 'Vhat about
federation?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-It is no use
asking any other question until this one is
settled. I never thought there would be
any trouble about passing this measure,
because it is the Council's own Bill. Are
we to refer it to any committee who ~... ill
create another Bill? If so there will be
no end to the business. I feel that we are
committed to passing a measure of some
kind, and of course, if we please, we may
further amend our own Bill, but how will
we appear before the public if we cast
aside a measure that we approved only
fifteen months ago?
,
The Hon. F. S. GIlIl\fWADE.-FederaHon was not passed when this Bill was
framed.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-The honorable member was a member of the
select committee which reeommended the
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Legislative Council to pass this Bill. Personally, I have no special desire for this
Bill.
The HOIl. R. REID.-You would have
dealt severely with it had you not been a
member of the Government.
'l'he Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I do not
care very ,much about this Bill, but I do
care very much about the reputation of
the Legislative Council. I want us to be
loyal to what we approved fifteen months
ago. ,\Vhat will the people of the colony
think of, us if we pass a measure one
session and seek to destroy it in the
next ~ I hope that the House will not
take the courRe of throwing out its own
Bill.
The Hon. C. J. HAM.-I listened with
interest to the rather long statement of
the Solicitor-General, and I must say that
the honorable gentleman failed altogether
to grasp the point. It was, however, put
to the House by Mr. Reid. It is this:
'That whatever may have been the state of
this question fifteen mont.hs ago, the position is very different to-day. ,\Ve were
told fifteen months ago that New South
Wales, '\Vestern Australia, and South Australia were going to adopt this Bill, but
we know that South Australia hus failed
to adopt it, and that the New South
Wales Act differs from it very considerably. It ,does not contain many of the
restrictions and prohibitions which are
provided for in this Bill. W ~ are nOw on
the verge of federation; in fact, federation is not a question of probability, but a
fact, and it is most desirable that any
legislation affecting so large a section of
the eommercial community as the shipping
interest should be uniform.
1n my
opinion, we may on this occasion agree to
the amendment which has been moved
without in any way reflecting on the
members of thA select committee. The
members of that committee would be
acting quite consistently if t.hey said that,
in view of the change of circumstances, it
was now undesirable that the Bill should
be passed. It would be most unwise to
interfere with the shipping interest in tl;tis
way at the present time. vVe should do
no goo<il, but, on the contrary, we should
do a great deal of harm.
The Hon. S. VV. COOKE.-It was quite
refreshing to hear the Minister of Defence.
We were always under the impression that
he was, if not the only radical, at least
one of the· radicals of the Honse, but he
has given us to-night a very conservative
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argument indeed.
He has told us
that because we held a certain view
fifteen months ago we should not depart
from it now.
That argument coming
from him struck me as being very curious
indeed. Surely it ,is only right, if circumstances change, that onr views should
change also. The Minister of Defence
seems to think that we are going to shipwreck the Ministry, and to shipwreck
the reputation of the House, which is
much more important, by refusing to pass
this Bill. I never liked the Bill at all.
In my opinion, it is really an un-Christian
Bill. Mr. Reid said just now that it was
against our religion.
Here we are proposing to exclude our fellow creatures
from a part of the world to which they
have a right to come, so long as they submit to our laws. It may, as I said on a
previous occasion, be right to do this
under very extreme circumstances, but
the circumstances are not extreme now.
The Bill was introduced because certain
hawkers were said to have frightened a few
of the people up country. That was the sole
reason for it; but then it was pointed out
t.hat there was a difficulty in excluding
our fellow subjects from India. The result was that wo had recourse to the
Natal subterfuge of the educational test.
This is a dishonest Bill, and I believe
myself that it is fraught with imminent
danger to the empire.
The Imperial
Government are refusing offers of assistance from the Queen's subjects in India;
but we ought to recognise the fact that
they are eager to fight for us in South
Africa. The native princes have come
forward most generously, and have
offered, not only their own services,
but also gifts of horses. At this very
time we are proposing to put on the
statute-book a Bill which will exclude the
Queen's subjects in India from entering
this colony, excepting under certain strin·
gent conditions. r shall vote for the
amendment. It may be that at some
future time, owing to a great influx of
undesirable aliens to the colony, legislation of this kind may be necessary; but
sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.
That time has not yet come, and I shall
vote against the Bill.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE. - In my
opinion, the House will act wisely in
agreeing to Mr. Reid's amendment. Fifteen mon ths ago the posi tion of affairs so far
as federation was concerned was entirely
different from what it is now. Federation
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is now almost an accomplished fact, and
even i£ this Bill is passed, it will be some
time before it can be brought into operation. I understand that Her Majesty's
assent has to he given in a special way to
any Bills affecting immigration. and that
delay will necessarily occur. In all probability before the Bill became law, the Australian colonies would be federated, and
the shipping laws would be removed from
our contrul altogether. It seems to me,
therefore, that it would be most inopportune now to pass a measure affecting the
shipping la\vs. Victoria has got on very
well so £1:1.1' without any Bill of this kind,
and a delay of another six months could
not materially affect the immigration of
aliens to this colony. I shall not now
discuss the merits of the Bill, bnt there
is one fact to which I would call attention.
It is this: That during the greatest period
of trouble that ever befel the British
Empire-the Indian Mutiny-the Sikhs
saved the British flag. 'rhe effect of this
Bill would be to exclude many of those
loyal subjects of the Queen from this
colony.
Then again, many Germans
come to Victoria, Queensland, and South
Australia who cannot write their names
in English.
They are otherwise, in
many respects, highly-educated . men,
who can speak perhaps three or four
Continental languages. 'rhey are better
educated than the officer of Customs who
would have the right of saying whether
they should be excluded or not. It is
folly t~ exclude men who would make good
and honest citizens from a country that is
thirsting for immigration. We have large
areas of rich lauds lying idle which could
be turned to profitable use, particularly by
German, Austrian, and Italian immigrants,
even although when they came to the
colony they might not understand one
word of English. Despite our own system
of free education there are still many persons in this colony who 0annot write their
own names. Only a week ago a man came
before me, as a justice of the peace, to
make a declaration. He could not write
his name. I was rather interested in his
case, and I found that he was a prosperous
farmer in a district in which many educated persons had failed. Under this Bill
he would practically have been excluded
from the colony. It would, at least, be
within the power of a Customs officer to
exclude such persons, we do not know
for what reason. He might exclude them
simply to show his authority. In my
Hon. A. O. Sachse.
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opinion the Bill is not opportune, and no
harm would be done by postponing the
consideration of the question at least until
next session.
The Hon. T. C. HAH,WOOD.-The
great argument that has been pressed on
the House by the Solicitor-General and
the Minister of Defence as a reason why
we should pass this Bill is that some
fifteen or eighteen months ago a similar
measure was approved of by the House.
At that time I had not the honour of
being here, and the Solicitor-General has
informed us that he was not then a mem . .
bel' of the Chamber. Surely it cannot be
seriously urged that because the House, as
then constituted, thought that this would
be a useful and proper measure to pass the
present House should, as a matter of course,
adopt the same view ~ Surely, in this
year of grace 1900, the circumstances are
not quite the same as they were in 18981
Even if the Honse were the same now as
it \vas then, it would be perfectly fair to
give weight to the argument that the circumstances are different. We know that
circumstances alter cases. Federation is
now almost an accomplished fact. It. will
be an aceomplisl.1ed fact within a very
short time, and then the laws relating to
immigration and to the Customs will be
brought under the control of the Federal
Parliament. In my opinion, the argument
of Sir Frederick Sargood that it would be
very undesirable indeed to complicate
matters by passing a Bill relating to a
question with which the Federal Parliament will have to deal in the near future
is unanswerable.
It will be the duty of
the Federal Parliament to pass a uniform
law for the whole of the states. Many
reasons have been given why this Bill
in its present form would be unacceptable
to the shipping interest and to the community in general. It has been shown
that it would, to put it in a mild way, be
in many respects unfair. I feel certain
that if the Bill gets into committee it will
be so emasculated that the Solicitor-General will scarcely recognise it, and that he
will hardly think it worth while to take
the trou bie to proceed further with it. I
have come-to the conclusion, therefore, that
it will be better for the House to agree to
the amendment, and to get rid of the Bill
at once.
~L'he Hon. N. LEVI.-I shall not repeat
the arguments that have been used by
honorable members with reference to the
Bill. When it was last before the House
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I strongly opposed it for reasons similar
to those which have been stated to-night.
I do not think it would be possible for us
to commit a greater error than to restrict
the flow of population into this country,
no matter whether the people who come
here are able to read and write or not.
We know that in the early days Sllccess
was achieved by numbers of persons who
could neither read nor write. I think I am
right in saying that when self-government
was given to us it was intended that a part.
of the mopeys realized by the sale of the
Crown lands should be employed for the
purposes of assisted immigration. \Vould
Victoria have been now in the condition it is
if we had then placed on the statute-book
a Bill of this description 1 The names
attached to the petition that has been presented by Mr. Heid should be sufficient to
convince the House of the impropriety
of passing a measure of this kind at the
present time. It is true that some
fifteen months ago we referred the Bill
to a select committee. vVe were told
afterwards by some of the members of the
committee that they had made many
alterations in it, and that they had come
to the conclusion, with extreme reluctance,
to recommend its adoption. I remember
saying then that those members had not
the courage of their opinions, or they
would have advised the House to reject
the Bill. I do not think it necessary to
take up tbe time of the House, because
I believe that the amendment which has
been proposed by Mr. Reid will be carried
almost unanimously.
'fhe Hon. J. M. PRATT ...-1 consider
that this is a question entirely for the
Federal Parliament. It woul<1 be most
inopportulle for us to legislate upon it
now. ·What we want is a uniform law
for the whole of the colonies. vVhat is
right for New South 'Vales should be
right for Victoria. The question is one
that, in my opmion, must be dealt with
by the Federal Parliament, and for
that reason alone I shall support the
amendment.
The HOIl. D. HA~L-'The Minister of
Defence appears to be under the misapprehension that the House is unfriendly
to this measure.
If he is, he is
labouring under a very great mistake.
I believe that honorable members are
seised of the importance of the measure,
and that if the circumstances were different they would be prepared to deal
"Ve are pleased to see the.
with it.
Session 1899-1900.-[191]
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new Ministers in their places, and I am
sure that we shall be williug to render
them every possible assistance. I trust
that they will not oonsider the rejection
of this measure as in any way a reflection upou their position or influence in the
House. Circumstances have changed very
considerably during the last fifteen months.
YV' e are now on the eve of federation, and
this is a quest.ion that should be dealt
with by the Federal Parliament. Reference has been made to the fact that Her
Majesty's subjects in India have been
generously offering their assistance in con·
nexion with the Transvaal war. 'Ve should
be doing an inj llstice to Her Majesty's
subjects if we were to pass a Bill which
would excl ude them from this colony. I
trust that the representatives of the Government will see their way to withdraw
the Bill, and that they will not force the
House into the position of having to throw
it out.
The Hon. G. GODFHEY.-·I shall support. the second reading of this Bill.
Although we are approaching federation,
I am extremely surprised at the inconsistency which is being shown by so many
honorable members. It will be recollected
that not very long ago a Bill similar to
this was introduced, and was referred to a
select committee. rfhe select committee
presented a report to the House, in which
they recommended that the Bill should be
passed with certain amendments.
The Hon. N. LEvI.-They did so with
great reluctance.
The Hon. G. GODFHEY.-Yes; but
they considered that the proper course for
the House to adopt would be to accept the
Bill as amended. The crux of the Bill is
the third clause, which deals wit}~ prohibited immigrant.s. It is very important,
because not only does it provide for the
educatiollal test, but it has a bearing on
the health and safety of the people of this
colony. It says that a prohibited immigrant shall include any person likely, in
the opinion of the Commissioner or of any
officer of Customs, to become a charge upon
the public, or upon any public or charitable institution. Surely it is desirable
that we should prevent persons of that
class from coming here. Then it also provides for the exclusion of any idiot or insane person, or any person suffering from a
maliguant infectious or contagious disease. In my opinion, we shall, if we agree
to the amendment, be acting un wisely and
I inconsistently.
On the other hand, by
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adopting the Bill, we shall not interfere
in any way with the right of the Federal
Parliament to deal with this question. It
would be inj udicious to wait until federation before we prohibited persons of the
class named in clause 3 from coming into
the colony. The Honse would stultify
itself if it agreed to the amendment, and
I trust that it will not do so. Mr. Grimwade fell into a slight error when he said
that if the Bill were passed Danes and
Germans would be prevented from coming
into the colony and settling on the land as
farmers. The honorable member coulu
not have read the Bill, because Danes and
Germans speak and write a European
language.
'1'he Hon. F. S. GRIl\1WADE.-Some of
them cannot read and write at all.
The Hon. G. GODFREY.-I think it
may be said that all these people can
write a European language. I trust that,
as practical business men, we will not
stultify ourselves by rejecting a Bill of
which we have already approved.
The Hon. J. BALFOUB..-I have been
very much surprised at some of the arguments used by those honorable members
who ask the House to reject this Bill. One
argument that came from Mr. Reid particularly surprised me. He surely cannot
know what the state of affairs is in America.
He quoted a statement by Henry Ward
Beech.er, in which America was compared
to the delta of the Nile, which iR enriched
by the sediment brought down by the
river. He says that America welcomes
everyone who likes to go there-Chinamen, Indians, anu Europeans, even of the
lowest extraction. He may not have
meant that, but in the quotation he gave
it was set out that that was what America
should do. Does not the honorable member know that Chinamen are not now
welcomed in America ~
The Hon. R. REID.-That is only 1l3.tterly.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Does not the
honorable member know that if he made an
engugement for himself or son to go to
America he would not be allowed to enter
that country 1 Does not he know that
110 person ran enter America under an
engagement ~
'1'he Hon. It. REID.-It is the same in
Melbourne.
The Hon. J. BALFOUH.-I am discussing the honorable member's statement
with regard to America. He says that we are
taking a retrograde step, and that we are
adopting a policy the opposite to that of
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America. America would not allow anyone
to enter under an engagement. Even a
clergyman engaged at a stipend of £1,000
a year could not go there. A 80ftgoods
merchant could not go through under an
engagement. Mr. C. J. Ham said that we
should adopt the New South Wales legislation. Does the honorable member know
that this Bill was drafted upon the lines
of the New South 'Wales Act 1
The Hon. C. J. HA~L-I did not say
that.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-The Bill was
not prepared by this Ministry, but we felt
it to be our duty to endeavour to get it
passed. It is not quite on the New South
Wales lines.
Th~ Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.--It is quite
different.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-I am afraid
the honorable member has not read it..
It contains some additional clauses, which
Sir Frederick Sargood fairly criticised, but
which, as he said, can be dealt with in
committee. Mr. Sachse urged that because he met a farmer who, although
he could not read nor write, had been
a success on the lands, we ought not to
have an educational test.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-I never made
such a foolish statement.
1'he Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Then I do
not understand the honorable member's
argument. The honorable member said
that the man to whom he referred had
done exceedingly well, although he could
not write his own llame. Why did he
mention his case if it were not to show
that it was a mistake to impose an educational test 1 Mr. Harwood pointed out
that this was not the same House as
passed the Bill fourteen mon ths ago, and
he instanced his own case and that of the
Solicitor-General. No doubt we are all
exceedingly glad to have two such able
men in the House, but the one is for
the : Bill, and the other is against
it, so that the House may be said
to be the same. The honorable mem. ber also referred to Sir Frederick
Sargood as if he were against the Bill.
Sir Frederick Sargood did not wish to
oppose the second reading of the Bill.
Unfortunately, he was obliged to leave
early, but I am speaking with knowledge
w hen I say that he is in favour of the
second reading of the Bill, although he
will try to get it modified in some points
in committee.
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The Hon. T. C. HARWooD.~He mentioned many objections to it.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR-He referred
to alterations that had been made since
the Bill was passed by this House, but he
said that they could be dealt with in committee. I hope that for the sake of our
own honour and consistency we will not
throw out the Bill on the second reading.
The Hon. A. O. SA,cHsE.-Is it better
to make a mistake 1
The Hon. J. BALFOUR-Certainly
not. What I say is that the House did
not adopt the Bill hastily. It appointed
a committee. That committee took evidence, and brought up a report, in which
they recommended that the Bill should
be passed with certain alterations. The
Bill was passed. That was only fourteen
months ago, and, unless there is some
very strong reason indeed, it would, I
contend, be extremely inconsistent for the
House to throw out the Bill now on the
second reading.
The Hon. C. J. HAM.-We are on the
eve of federati0n now.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Federation
was close to us then. The whole argument was that in view of federation we
ought to deal ·with this question in a
federal spirit.
The Hon. F. S. GRHIWADE.-Two of the
other colonies have not passed it.
rl'he Hon. J. BALFOUR-Which two ~
The Hon. F. S. GHmwADE.-South
Australia a.nd Western Australia.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR. -- Western
Australia hilS passed it.
The Hon. F. S. GRulwADE.-South
Australia has not.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-We need not
wait for South Australia. vVith regard to
the petition from the ship-owners, I would
point out that although they were very
much opposed to the Bill in the form in
which it came before this House, they
were very pleased indeed with the alterations which we made in it. If honorable
members t!1ink there are some clauses in
the Bill which should be amended, they
can deal with them in committee. Mr.
Godfrey has referred to the provision in
clause 3 for the exclusion of persons
It
suffering from infectious diseases.
should be borne in mind that it is the
coloured races from the East that are most
susceptible to the diseases that are
now so dangerous, such as the bubonic
plague.
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The Hon. R. REID.-vVe can deal with
them under the Health Act.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR-No. Under
the Health Act we could simply place
persons suffering from such diseases in
quarantine. The bubonic plague attacked
very few Europeans even in Bombay. Here
it would probably attack very few Europeans, but it would most likely attack the
Asiatic races, who might then become a
very grave source of. danger indeed to
these colonies.
I beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to without a division"
and the debate was adjuurned until 'rues.day, January 16.
POLICE OFFENCES ACT 1890 (PART
4) FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that
there was very little probability of the'
Police Offences Act 1890 (Part 4) Further
Amendment Bill, or the Bill that stood.
next on the notice-paper-the Crimes Act
Amendment Bill-being dealt with thiSl
session, and he would be sorry to take up'
the time of honorable members in dealing
with measures that there was very little
chance of passing.
Therefol'e, unless
some honorable member desired to deal
with the matter, he begged to moveThat orders of the day Nos. 3 and 4 be
postponed until Tuesday, January 16.

The motion was agreed to.
VEGETATION DISEASES AC'r 1896,
CONTINUATION BILL.
The Hon. J. lVI. DAVIES moved the'
second reading of this Bill. He said that
this was a very short Bill, and he pre-surned that the Honse would have noobjection to passing the second reading of
it. Section Hi of the Vegetation Diseases
Act of 1896 provided that the Act" shall
continue in force until the 1st January,
1899, and thence shall continue until theend of the llext ensuillg session of Parlia-·
ment." It was necessary, in order to pre-serve the Act, to pass a Bill in continuatiolll
of it. The Bill provided thatThe Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 (except
section IS, w'hich is hereby repealed) shall be
and the same is hereby continued in full
force and effect.

He believed that the Act had been found
be:refi~ial.
!Ie had. not heard of ~ny
obJectlOll to It, and It was desirable that
it should be made permanent.
The motion was agreed to.
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Compensation Bill.

not be entitled to compensation. This is
most unfair and unreasonable. Another
objection to the Bill is' in the schedule,
which provides that if any wOl'kman
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BILL. leaves no dependents, and is injured, the
The debate (adjourned from Wednesday, reasonable expenses of medical attendance
N ovem ber 1) was resumed on Sir Henry shall not exceed £10. rrhe tendency of
Wrixon's motion for the second reading of recent legislation is to punish the roan
this Bill.
with grey hairs. In old times, amongst
The Hon. C. J. RAM.-When this mea· savages, it was the custom to knock the
sure was last before the House I took the old men on the head with a club. ,Ve
responsibility of moving the adjournment practically do the same, because we make
of the debate, as I thought the House was it difficult for the old man to obtain emnot in possession of the facts which would ployment. Indeed, the effect of this Bill,
warrant honorable members in passing the in its present form, will be simply thismeasure.
It would be very unwise to that employers will not employ anyone
go over the ground that was so ably having dependents. An employer is liable
traversed by other honorable members to have to pay £300 if his injured emwho have discussed the Bill in de- ploye leaves a wife an~ family, but if he
tail, but I should like to point out has no dependents the limit is £10., The
to the House tbat if we are to deal conseqnence would be that men with wiycs
with this subject, it will be better to do and families dependent on them would
so after it has been considered by a com- not be employed if employers could em·
mittee, as suggested by Mr. Knox. The ploy younger men without any dependents.
English Act passed by Mr. Chamberlain There is much in the Bill that many
was pushed through Parliament, and he members of this House are in sympathy
had to get such an Act as he could get with, as has been evidenced by the
through. The result of the working of discussion that has already take1l place,
that measure for a year has shown great and also by the fact that the HOllse passed
defects in it. It is not approved of either the existing law on the subject with
by the employers or the employes. It scarcely any dissentients. Furthermore,
is recognised that there has been an enor- the point was pressed upon the House by
mOllS increase of accidents since the pass- Mr. Reid that there should be federal
ing of the Act. In the year before the Act action in the matter. rl'hat is· an imporwas passed, I think the fatal accidents tant aspect of the question. If this colony
were about 2,100. In the year after the passes legislation of this restrictive characAct was passed, the accidents were about ter, with all the penalties attached to it,
2,400. The non-fatal accidents increased whilst employers in other colonies have no
from about 63,000 to about 82;000 or similar legislation, it stands to reason that
83,000.
The increase in accidents was we are placing our colony at a disad vansomething frightful. It seems that the tage with the other colonies. Therefore
tendency of the Bill, by encouraging in- it is desirable that action on this subject
surance, encouraged laxity on the part of shall be federal, so that all the colonies
eII?-ployers in protecting the lives of their may be on an equal footing. I would
workmen. As the Act has not worked cordially support the suggestion of Mr.
satisfactorily, I feel sure that, if the House Knox that no legislation should take place
adopted the suggestion of sending the on the subject until this Bill has been
Bill to a select committee, evidence referred to a committee of the House.
would be taken that would lead to a
The Hon. G. SIMMIE moyedBill being prepared that would be a
That the debate be now adjourned.
great improvement. on the English Act.
The motion for the adjournment of the
As was pointed out by Mr. Davies indiscussing the Bill on the second reading, the debate was agreed to, and the debate was
English Act is a most unequal and unfair adjourned until Tuesday, January 23.
one.
A workman within a certain disINDECENT OR OBSCENE
tance of his place of employment, being
ADVERTISEMENTS PROHIBITION
injured in loading a dray, is entitled to
BILL.
compensation; but if it happens that he
The debate on the motion of the Hon.
was injured under precisely similar circumstances in the next street he would D. Mel ville for the second reading of
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
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this Bill (adjourned from November 29,
1899) was resnmed.
The Hon. N. LEVI said that when the
debate 'was previously adjourned he was
addressing himself to the Bill. Since then
the honorable member in charge of the
measure had taken office as Minister of
Defence, and he (Mr. Levi) presumed that
the Bill would not be further proceeded
with.
The Hon. D. MELvILLE.-The honorable
member is wrong. I intend to go on with
the Bill.
The Hon. N. LEVI expressed the opinion
that it would be better to adjourn the
further consideration of the measure. The
debate was stopped on the last occasion
bv the announcement that a motion of
\,~ant of confidence in the Government had
been tabled in another place, and he did
not think that honorable members were
prepared at present. to go on with this
Bill. He therefore begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that the question had probably been as
fully discussed as any subject of the kind
could be. '(Dr. Embling-" I do not think
it has been fnlly discussed.") It was
highly objectionable for Mr. Levi to move
the adjournment of the debate. If the
honorable member was not prepared to
speak further upon the Bill a vote could
be taken at once.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until Tuesday, January 23.
VICTORIAN MILITARY
CONTINGEN1' BILL (NO.2).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the mution of the
Hon. D. MELVILLE, was read a first
time.
The Hon. D. MI~L VIL,LE, by leave,
moved the second reading of the BUI.
He observed that the object of the Bill
was (to authorize the despatch of a
second Victorian military contingent to
South Africa to take part in the war
with the Boers in which the mother
country was now engaged.
He was
delighted to know that the other Chamber had already indorsed the action
taken by the Government in anticipation of the assent of Parliament. He was
sure that the Legislative Council would
unanimously approve of this proposal, in
view of all the benefits which we in Australia had enjoyed as forming part of the
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empire. . For many years England had
been building up an immense navy, and it
was to be remembered that this navy was
not only for the protection of Great Britain herself, but also for the protection of
all her colonies. No colonist had ever had
to pass a sleepless night through fear of
foreign aggression, and this sense of
security was solely due to the confidence
inspired by the protection afforded by the
British navy, not only to the motherland,
but to her most distant communities.
Every man in any British colony, however
far it might be from the old land, knew
that England was powerful enough to protect them all, and that if any foreign foe
dared to insult or approach in a menacing
manner the smallest British colony, that
country would soon find the British battleships thundering at her ports for reparation. If only to show our gratitude for
the great and beueticent protection which
the mother country had thrown \ over us
during the growth of our continent, it
was but right that we should take our
part in assisting her in the hour of trial.
The colonies, however, in helping Great
Britain, were really helping themselves.
It must be remembered that a war against
England was not a war against the mother
country alone, but was really our ,var as
well.
'Whatever power attacked the
mother country indirectly attacked all
parts of the empire, and, therefore, it
was the bounden duty of all colonists to
support the old country in the contest
that she was now engaged in. The small
expenditure involved in the despatch of
the two Victorian contingent!;; to South
Africa was really as nothing compared
with the advantages which w~ had enjoyed during the half-century's protection
which we had received from England
while Australia had been growing 'up to
its present position. vVe ought to be,
and he had no doubt that "'e were, proud
of onr position as part of the great
British Empire, and he believed we fully
recognised our obligations as well as·our
ad vantages in that regard.
For his
own part, he was proud to have the
opportunity of proposing this Bill, and
from his knowledge of the Legislative
Council he was sure it would, like the
Bill for the first contingent, be passed
bv a unanimous vote of the Huuse. He
,,~as also quite certain that througho'ut
the length and breadth of Victoria the
action which Parliament was taking in
this matter would be thoroughly indorsed
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He had so fully expressed
his views on this subject when the Bill to
authorize .the despatch of the first contingent was submitted that he thought it
was unnecessary to delay the House
further on the present occasion than. to
.say that he had great pride and pleasure in
submitting this measure to the Council.
The Hon. A. WYNNE stated that he
had great pleasure in supporting the Bill.
He had recently been through the western
district, and .he had noticed that every
young fellow on a station seemed eager
to go to South Africa and take part in the
war. The greatest anxiety was shown as
to the success of the British forces, and the
first question put to every visitor ,,,as" How is the war getting on 1" He must
.say that he had never known such enthusiasm manifested with regard to anything
before. He desired to point out to the Minister of Defence the splendid material
which he had at hand in these young bushmen to form a corps to go South Africa.
1'hey were born scouts, and from the
()xperience which they had acquired in
tbe bush they would really be more suit.able for fighting in South Africa than
the regular soldiers.
rrhey were fine
horsemen, the majority of them good shots,
admirable trackers, and accustomed in
()very way to act in bush country. Many
of these men would be willing to provide
their own horses, and he thought it would
be a good idea to . make use of their services and enthusiasm in the cause of the
()mpire. The affection shown by the
youth of the colony for the motherland
was a thing which ought to gladden the
hearts of the people in the old country,
.and he (Mr. \Vynne) was quite satisfied
that when they found the young men of
Australia anxious to go and fight for the
motherland in her time of trouble there
was not much danger for the British Empire, and there never would be while such
a. spirit· continued. When any of these
youngmengottothe front the trouble would
not" be to urge them on, but to keep them
back; they would be only too anxiolls to
get into the thick of the fray, and the only
difficulty would really be to keep them in
hand. Their commanders would have
more trouble in keeping theIr. back than
in urging them on. He trusted that
a.1l the brave fellows who went to
South Africa would come back as sound
as when they started, and he was sure that
.all joined in wishing them every success.
He was also satisfied that should any
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fatality or loss occur, the dear ones whom
the contingent left behind would not be
forgotten at the hand!:! of Parliament or
the people. He was quite sure that the
Bill would be passed by a unan imous
vote.
'l'he Hon. W. McCULLOCH remarked
that he, also, had great pleasure in sup·
porting the Bill.
His only regret was
that the Government did llOt feel justified
in sending a larger number of men to
South Africa. He did not, however, blame
the Government in the slightest degree,
because, no doubt, they felt they were
treading on tender ground, and, perhaps,
would have gone further if they could have
relied upon larger support. 11 here was no
doubt, however, that the part which New
South Wales was taking was rather putting Victoria in the shade ('11 this occasion.
He would have liked to hear an expression
of opinion from the .Minister of Defence
with reference to the sending out of a
bush contingent, a course which he (Mr.
McCulloch) was strongly in favour of. He
had read, before the holidays, that the
Minister of Defence had expressed himself
as strongly in favour of joining the other
colonies in sending out a bush contingent, but, since then, nothing appeared
to have been said of the matter further.
He (Mr. McCulloch) knew a large number
of young men in the country who had
their own horses and were anxious to take
part in the war, and he thought they
were the· very class of men \Y ho were
wanted in South Africa. He was sorry
that the Minister of Defence bad not
given any expression to the intentions of
the Government on this point.
Mr .
Melville - "Ask me in committee.")
There was one thing. which he (Mr.
McCulloch) desired to say in. fairness
to himself and the late Government.
Recently an. article appeared in the
A-rgus, which blamed the present Government, and also the late. Government, for
not taking a more active part in connexion
with the despatch of the contingents tl)
South Africa, As far as the present
Government were concerned, he did Hot
blame them at all in the matter, and they
were quite able to defend themselves; but,
with regard to the late Government, the
article was most unfair, because, as a
matter of fact, Victoria was the very first
in the field. It was the first to despatch
troops to South Africa, and the Victorian
troops were the first colonial troops to
land in Cape Colony. To say that he
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(Mr. McCulloch), when Minister of Defence, and the late Government were apathetic in the matter, and had allowed the
other colonies to take a more prominent
part, was therefore most unjuRt and unfair.
He himself pressed on the late Cabinet,
and the Cabinet accepted the view, that
this colony should not wait for action by
any other colony, but should take the lead,
leaving the others to follow, and that was
done. It would be remembered that at
first it was cabled that Canada was going
to send, out a thousand troops, and then
came a later cable that they were not
going to send fLny, but when Victoria took
the lead the other colonies followed soon
afterwards. He was qui~e sure that the
members both of the first contingent despatched by thiR colony and also the contingent who were now going to South
Africa would prove themselves worthy of
their country. Indeed, he was confident
that all the Australian troops whenever
they bad the chance would show the stuff
they were made of, and that they would
prove themselves equal, if not superior, to
troops despatched from any other part of
the empire.
The Hon. 'V. 1. 'WINTER-IRVING said
that while' he supported the Bill he was
sorry that the Government had not called
upon a portion of the Highland Brigade
in this colony to take part in this movement. The Seaforth Highlanders and the
42nd Hegiment had distinguished themselves already in South Africa, and he had
no doubt whatever that if a number of
the Scottish Regiment of Victoria w~re
sent to take part in the war, they would
achieve 'equal distinction. He was quite
certain that the men of the Scottish
Regiment did not wish to be regarded
merely as ornaments to walk about the
streets or to appeal' on parade.
He
believed they would prove equally good
soldiers with the men of the Highland
regiments from Scotland, and he tho~ght it
was a pity that, at least, a small detachment of them had uot been despatched to
South Africa. If men of the Scottish
Regiment were sent to take their share in
the war it would not be necessary to
equip t.hem with £50 horses, and he believed ~hat ,a good contingent representing
the Scottish Regiment could easily be got
together. It was to be regretted that
nothing had heen done in this direction.
The Hon. R. REID observed that he
was very pleased to Stl pport the Bill.
When the measure authorizing the
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despatch of the first contingent came before
the Council, although there were a few
discordant notes elsewhere, the Council
passed it unanimously, and in doing so
he thought they acted more in accord
with public sentiment throughout the
colony than did some honorable members in another place. He felt sure that
the present Bill would also be passed
unanimously by that Cham bel'. There
was no doubt that the community would
look to the Government, should any fatalities occur to the brave fell.ows who were
despatched to fight the battles of the
empire, to see that the necessary provision
should be made for those they left behind
them. Of course,' all colonists were willing
to join in the great fund which was being
raised on behalf of all the men who were
fighting on the British side in South
Africa; but the members of the Goyernment who were present at the great meeting which was held in the 1'own Hall the
previous night must have been struck by
the unanimous expression of opinion which
was given by the citizens of Melbourne
with regard to the obligations which rest
on the Government of this colony should
any fatalities occur to members either of the
first or second contingent despatched from
Victoria.
This was really the first
opportunity that colonists had had, to any
extent, of joining in with the grand old
motherland in fighting her battles,
although, no doubt, as had been stated, a
great many men went from this colony to
New Zealand, and enlisted there to assist
in quelling the Maori rebellion. For colonists to be permitted to enter upon such
a dnty as that in which Victoria and the
other colonies were now taking part was
really ennobling, in the highest sense of
the term, and was calculated to awaken
echoes of patriotism in every heart. The
allusion made by Mr. 'Vynne to the enthusiasm of the your!g men in the western
district applied also, he believed" to the
young mtn throughout the whole of Australia.
(Mr. Melville--" And old ones,
too.") Yes, many of the old ones would also
be glad to volunteer for South Africa if
they were not past the age when their
services could be accepted. As to Mr.
'Vinter-Irving's remarks about the Government not sending any of the Highland Brigade, he might state that, having
made it his business to inquire into the
matter, he heard that a number of the
Highland Brigade had volunteered among
other members of the contingent, so that
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they had not been remiss in taking their
share of the duty of defending the empire. Of course those members of the
Highland Brigade who wen t to Sou th Africa,
as representing Victoria, would not wear
kilts, but would go in khakee uniform,
but the members of the Highland Brigade
had shown themselves as ready in proportion to their numbers to volunteer for service as any other portion of the forces.
Everyone must realize that this was a
great occasion, and the Council ought
certainly to pass this Bi]] unanimously;
because action of this kind gave stamina
to the young people of the country by
reminding them that they belonged to the
greatest empire upon which the sun had
ever shone.
.
.
The Hon. N. LEVI stated that he
thought the present Government deserved
to be complimented upon the rapidity
which they had shown in getting this
contingent together and preparing for its
immediate despatch to South Africa.
Although at one time there was a cry of
"Australia for the Australians" we were
now showing that we were members of the
British Empire, and lJrepared to take onr
part in defending it. This was a great
cause of rejoicing at home, as was shown
by the fact that when the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Chamberlain, at a huge public
meeting on the 29th November, expressed
his pleasure at. the patriotism shown by
the Australian colonies, his remarks
were received with vociferous cheering.
Many Australians had relatives or members of their own families fighting in South
Africa. He himself had such a one in the
person of "Karri" Davies, who was well
known in connexion with the equipment
of the Imperial Light HQrse, which
had shown great skill and determination in the campaign in South Africa.
He believed, with many other honorable
members, that when the time came for
this House to be called upon to pass a
measure making provision'for those whose
bread winners were killed or maimed in
South Africa it would be carried unanimously.
The Hon. T. DU\VLING remarked that,
as one who felt that he stood very near
the brink of another world, and as the
father of a family, and an admirer of the
youth of this colony, he felt it his duty to
testify to the enthusiastic spirit which
pervaded both young and old throughout
Victoria in regard to this proposal. Personally, he was 'highly gratified, and could
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not find words that would adequately express his feelings. He desired that the
British Empire should extend from sea to
sea, and that by-and-by the world should
witness the federation of the British i"ace.
r:rhen the people could look forward to the
time when war would be no more. It was
only by the federation of the Anglo-Saxon
race that that great blessing could be
brought on the world. It was often. said
- " It is the duty of the Government to
do so and so." Now, the Government was
only a board of advice to the people, and
consequently it was the duty of the people
to protect the widows and orphans of those
who were killed, and to succour those who
were wounded, in the Rtruggle in South
Africa. That being so, all they had to
say to the Government was-" Do this,"
and it would be done. Then they would
have what ought to be-a people united in
heart and soul-a people who would see to
it that the British Empire was extended and
strengthened, and who would gladly bear
the burdens which that policy would involve. He was Sllre that this Bill would
be passed unanimonsly, and that the
Legislative Council would maintain the
position it had always held in the eyes of
the people in matters of this kind.
The Hon. J. C. CAMPBELL stated that
he intended to support the motion. Knowing the aeti ve measures that the Minister
of ~ Defence had taken in getting the contingent together, he felt that the thanks
of the Parliament and people of Victoria,
and of the British Empire generally, were
due to the honorable gentleman for the
energetic manner in which he had conducted these affairs. One day he wpnt to
the Defence department to see the Minister,
and was told that the honorable gentlemal1l
was over at the barracks. He went to the
barracl,s, and found that the Minister had
gone to the Flemington show-ground,
where the members of the contingent were
encamped. vVhen he (Mr. Campbell) got
to Flemington he was told that the
Minister had returned to his office, and on
reaching the office he found the Minister
had left for some of the shipping offices
in the city. He trusted that the Mipister
of Defence would not be taken ill with
infinenza, like his predecessor, and be unable to see the contingent off.
The Hon. C. J. HAM observed that he
also desired to offer a word in recognition
of the energy displayed by the Minister of
Defence, who, in that respect, had follow.ed
the good example of his predecessor in
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office. But in complimenting the present
Minister honorable members should not
overlook the splendid services of the previons Minister of Defence. The sending
of military assistance to South Africa
from this colony was au illnstration of the
old saying that one good turn evoked
another. When Victoria was visited with
dire financial calamity, It few years ago, a
telegram came from the Treasurer of Cape
Colony stating that if the purchase of
£500,000 of Victorian debentures would
be of service to this colony they were prepared to buy them. That was a brotherly
thing to propose. Now that the dark
cloud of war was hanging over our fellow
colonists ill South Africa, the young men
of Victoria were springing to arms, and
reciprocating the splendid feeling shown
to this colony by South Africa a few years
ago.
.
The Hon. \V. KNOX said he felt it
would not be seemly that this Bill should
be passed without a word being said on
the floor of thiR chamber by an Australian
born. -It was a matter of great gratification to him that those who had been born
on.Australian soil had had an opportunity
of showing their courage aud worth, and
had not fallen short. The young Australians of the colony were glad that the
Minister of Defence had done his duty in
the matter so satisfar:torily, speedily, and
well. The same commendation was due
to the previolls Minister of Defence. That
honorable gentleman had the support of
Parliament in what he did, but the present
Minister had to take upon himself the
responsibility of what he had done, feeling
certain that his action would receive the
full and unqualified support of Parliament
and the whole colony. It had received
that support outside and in another place,
and it would receive it in this Chamber. He
earnestly hoped that the Government would
be prepared to take the necessary steps to
provide for the relatives of those members
of the Victorian contingent who ·were slain
or injured while serving with the Imperial
forces. He was confident that if a further
contingent or further contingents were
required, the necessary men would be
forthcoming as rapidly and as readily as
men had come forward up to the present
time.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE remarked
that some few years ago soldiers and
citizens from all corners of the earth met
together in England to do honour to the
Queen. It was a truly noble pageant. There
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were soldier3 from Canada, from distant
India, from the tropics, and from Australia.
They waved their swords aloft, and
acclaimed the national selltiment ill tones
of joy and gladness. Bumpers flowed;
the soldier of Canada shook hands with
the soldier of Aust.ralia-the soldier from
India with the soldier from Scotland. It
was a time of nothing but joy. Now the
colonies were called upon to send contingents in a similar manner, not for
joyful purposes, but to take one more step·
in the progress and enhancement of the
British nation-a step which would be
accompanied, not with flowing bumpers
and joyful congratulations, but with bloodshed and dire consequences. Every young
Australian-and he thauked God Australia
was part of the British natiOli-was glad
that this country was enabled to send its
contingents to the support of the British
forces in South Africa. History showed
that nations had been built up and had
crumbled away; bnt no nat.ion the world
had yet seen had been built up so
fully and firmly as the British nation
all the principles of liberty, equality,
and justice. England did not really need
the help of Australians, but Australians
wanted to go to the as~istance of the
mother country in South Africa. They
came forward as vigorous sons of a mother
who was strong enough to maintain her
position and prestige, because they desired
to contribute their share to the maintenallce of the po,ver of the British
Empire and the upholding of its honour.
The Minister of Defence must be the
happiest man in the community.
He
congratulated the honorable gentleman
on being the one to have to mobilize the
troops on such an historic occasion.
Great credit was due to him and to the
previous Minister of Defence for their services in connexion with the sending of Victorian troops to South Africa. The noble
fellows who formed the first contingent
tmiled for South Africa with a conviction
that there were troubles ahead, but the
s'econd contingent would go with the
knowledge that war was no longer a mere
possibility but an absolute certainty. '1'he
only qualifying reflection he had was that
Victoria's contribution to the Imperial
forces in South Africa was small, but he
trusted that this colony would be able to
send her sons to any phl.ce in the world
where it was necessary to uphold the
honour of the British Empire. He hoped
that the next military contingent from
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these shores would be not from separate
states but from a united Anstralian
nation.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 1,
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE expressed the
hope that honorable members would show
their approval of the Bill by passing it
through r.ommittee in globo. He would
take this opportunity of saying what the
Government intended to do in the matter
of a contingent of bushmen. The history
of that movement was simply this. Some
two or three weeks ago the Government
telegraphed to New South Wales asking if
that colony would join Victoria in sending
a contingent of 500 bushmen to South
Africa. No answer was received for about
a week. Then came the reply that the
'Citizens of Sydney were taking up the
matter, and that the Government had
thought fit to leave it to them. In the
meantime he and his colleagues went on
with the work of enrolment. He had recei ved letters from a great number of
splendid men in the cOllntry districts expressing their readiness to go to South
Africa at their own cost, find their own
horses, and some of them without any pay
whatever. Oould anything show the enthusiasm of the country better than the fact
that scores of boundary riders, and shepherds who had been boundary riders, had
written to say that they had money in the
banks to protect their families, and would
gladly go to South Africa if allowed. He
(Mr. Melville) had never been more impressed by anything in the whole course
of his life than by those bushmen's letters
to him. Some of them were sent to him
in his private capacity, and some in
his capacity as :Minister of Defence.
Scores of men, single as well as
married, had asked to be enrolled and
sent to the war at their own cost.
It was nonsense to say that Victoria
was behind the other colonies, because
the Government had been holding the
people back, feeling" that it wa.s desirable
to keep them well in hand. The second
contingent would consist of 263 men, including a chaplain of the Church of
England, the Government having given
way on that point., as he (Mr. Mel ville)
thonght, perfectly properly. Then there
were 305 horses. The ship was a new
vessel, tbe finest and the only suitable one
he could get. (Mr. Campbell-" It is one
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of the best horse ships.") The engineers
and other officers, as well as the commander of the ship, were all Scotchmen, as
usual. (Mr. Reid---" And the vessel is
Victorian owned.") Yes.
He did not
raise any question as to the crew, who
were our fellow subjects of the Queen, and
he hoped no honorable member would complain on that account. If he had chosen
to do so he might have taken those men
out of the vessel and put another crew in,
but that would "have involved delay, and
his duty was to send away the Victorian
contingent as soon as possible. He did
not want to confuse matters by sending
the men on one ship and their horses on
another. 'rhey were gOillg together by a
splendid vessel, ably officered by men who
were fit to be trnsted. The Government
were enrolling the bushmen as rapidly as
they could, and, if Parliament saw no objection, the Government w'erewilling to put
them under training, and have them in
readiness, so that if England said-" Boys,
we want you," they would be fit to be
despat.ched immediately. It had been
hinted from England that the services of
these bushmen were real1y needed in South
Africa, and he was confident they. could
do great things for the empire if their
services were availed of. He was satisfied the Government were doing right in
the course they were taking. The people
of England were subscribing money to
help them to send those bushmen to the
seat of war. All depended on a hint to
the Government. If that hint was received from another place the Government
would be quick to give effect to it by
choosing the best of "the men who offered,
and drilling them in the Flemington camp.
Sir Frederick Sargood Bad the credit of
establishing the splendid cadet corps of
this colony, in which so many boys had
received a military training; but, unfortunately, the blunder had been committed
that when a lad became 13 or 14 years
of age he got away from this military
training. 'Vhy should the Government
not say to those young men who bad
proved themselves splendid athletes in the
cricket and football field-" When you
have got half-an-hour to spare, drop in
and learn all about this magazine rifle ~ "
There were thousands of young men who,
with proper training, would become a
tremendous power for the defence of
Victoria. It would not cost the country
m nch money to train them, and they
would be the pride of the colony. He
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was sure he had the sympathy of the late
Minister of Defence in this matter, because
they all knew the honorable gentleman
desired to go on training men; but, in
any case, a hint from another place
would send 500 splendid bushmen from
Australia to Africa. The cost ""ould
be £40,000 or £50,000, and the people
in New South Wales had already
raised £17,000 towards that purpose.
'fhe Government of this colony would take
the matter up if they got a hint from
another place, and would carry out the
arrangements economically, properly, and
with vigour, so as to have the men ready and
trained in case the mother country wanted
their services. It would be well to have
those men t.rained for other reasons, and
the little money their trainillg would cost
would be well spent, even if the men had
to be paid. He trusted ~hat permission
would be given to bring those men into
camp, in view of the fact that circumrather menaCi11O'
at the
stances looked
.
0
present time.
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH said he
had heard the remarks of the Minister of
Defence with much gratification. The
honorable gentleman's heart was in the
right place, but he regretted to hear him
say that the Government wanted a hint
from another place in regard to the matter
he had just mentioned. The Government
ought not to want a hint from another
place. The Government should lead, and
let the House follow. ~rhe country would
be with them, and if another place was
against the Government on the question,
let them go to the country.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT asked if the
Government contemplated sending any
nurses to South Africa 1
rfhe Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that
the Government would have been quite
willing to send nurses-in anotlu:r vessel
not with the contingent--but for the fact
that the Imperial authorities desired them
not to do so. He was aware that a chanO'e
was taking place in regard to that matt;~
and if the mother country desired nurse~
to be sent from Australia they would be
available.
. rfhe Bill, having
been gone throuO'h
•
0
,
was reported without amendment.
On the motion of the Hon. D. MELVILLE, the Bill was then read a third
time and passed.
The House adjourned at half-past nine
o'clock.

Contingent Bill (No.2).

2863

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1BLY.
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. Assent to Bill- New Members - Municipal Overdl'afts
Indemnity Bill- Imprisonment of Witnesses- Railway and Public Works Loan Applioation Aot 1898
Further Amendment Bill- L!wd Acts Further
Amendment Bill-Licencps Validating Bill-Viotorian
Military Contingent Bill (No. 2)-Factories and Shops
Aots Further Amendment Bill- Anthrax.

The SPEAKER took the c.hair at half· past
four o'clock p.m.
ASSENT TO BILL.
Mr. McLEAN presented a message from
the Governor, intimating that His Excel~
leney, at the Government Offices, on December 15, 1899, gave his assent to the
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.5).
NE\,y MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER announced that he had
received a return to the writ which he
issued for the election of a member to
serve for the electoral district of Footscray in the room of Mr. John Hancock,
deceased, and that the indorsement on the
writ showed that Mr. Samuel Mauger had
been duly elected.
Mr. Mauger was then introduced and
sworn.
The SPEAKER also informed the House
that since the adjournment he had issued
writs for the election of members to serve
for the following electoral districts:Gippsland North, in the place of Mr.
McLean; Normanby, in the place of Mr.
Shiels; Lowan, in the place of Mr. Irvine;
Maryborough, in the place of Mr. Outtrim;
N umurkah and Nathalia, in the place of
Mr. Graham; Gunbower, in the place of
Mr. McColl; Castlemaine, in the place of
Mr. MoCay; Melbourne North, in the
place of Mr. 'Watt; and Talbot and Avoca,
ill the place of Mr. Salmon, who had
severally accepted offices 'of profit under
the Crown.
He had received a return
showing that Mr. McLean had been reelected for Gippsland North, Mr. Shiel8
for N orman by, Ylr. Irvine for Lowan, Mr.
Outtrim for Maryborough, Mr. Graham
for Numnrkah and Nathalia, Mr. McColl
for Gunbower, and Mr. vVatt for Melbourne North, and that Mr. Harry
Sutherland Wightman Lawson had been
elected for Castlemaine.
He had not
vet received the return to the writ
issued for the election of a member for
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Talbot and Avoca, but he had received a
telegram from the retnrning officer, announcillg that Mr. Salmon was the only
candidate nominated, and had, therefore,
been declared duly elected.
The telegram, which was despatched at noon that
day, was as follows:Charles Carty Salmon, of Daisy Hill Park,
Talbot, surgeon, being the only candidate
nominated, I have this day declared him'duly
elected as a. member of the Legislative Assembly for the electorate of Talbot and Avoca.
GEORGE HILL,

Returning Officer.

Mr. McLean, Mr. Shiels, Mr. Iryine,
Mr. Outtrim, Mr. Watt, Mr. McColl, Mr.
Graham, Mr. Slilmon, and Mr. Lawson
\vere then introduced and sworn.
MUNICIPAL OVERDRAFTS
INDEMNITY BILL.
Mr. GRA VES asked the Minister of
Public 'Works, without notice, whether it
\Vas his intention, as a matter of urgency,
to introduce an Indemnity Bill dealillg
with the overdrafts by municipal coullcils~
Mr. GRAHAM.-11 he Bill has been prepared, and will be introduced to-day.
Subsequently,
Mr. GRAHAM moved for leave to introduce a Bill to indemnify the councils
of various municipalities for borrowing
money by overdrafts from bankers for the
purposes of their municipalities, contrary
to the provisions of the Local Government
Act.
The mot.ion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
IMPRISONMENT OF ·WITNESSES.
Mr. MURRAY said he desired to ask
the Chief Secretary a question, without
notice, as the matter, judging from what
he read in the newspapers, seemed a
specially hard case. A man called Jones
was arrested the other day charged with
the murder of a girl at Broadford.
Unfortunately for them, two men had been in
his company, and these men had been
taken in charge by the police as witnesses,
and when they appeared before the magistrate they were remanded for a week in
custody, although there was nothing
As the men'
whatever against them.
had been in the company of the suspected murderer J o:Qes, the police desired to have them as witnesses, and
to insure their appearance the men had
been consigned to gaol. They pointed out

. of TVitnesses.

that they could get work in the lleighbom'hood of Broadford, and one of them
remarked that it was a very unfortunate
thing that he had been in the company of
the suspected man, if as the result he
was to be imprisoned simply in order
that he might be secured as a witness.
Now, if the law permitted the police for
their own cOllvenience, with the assistance of the bench, to consign citizens to
gaol simply in order that their attendance might be secured as witnesses, it was
time the law should be altered. Surely
provision could have been made in some
other way if it was necessary to secure
the attendance of the men. Could they
not have been lodged and boarded outside
the gaol? He desired to direct the attention of the Government to the matter,
and if these men were still in gaol,
he thought it would be a h'.lmane and
righteous thing to see that they were
He presumed that
enlarged at once.
that could be done consistently with
the police retaining a knowledg;e of their
whereabouts, so that they might be called
upon as witnesses when they were required.
Mr. McLEAN.-This is the first I have
heard of the case which the honorable
member has brought under notice. I
will have inquiries made into it as soon
as possible, and will see that no unnecessary harshness is used towards the men
referred to.
APPEALS FROM SUPREME COURT
AND COUNTY COURT JUDGES.
Mr. IH.VINE, in compliance with an
order of the House (dated November 2,
1899), presented a return relative to
appeals from Supreme Court and County
Court Judges.
HAILW'AY AND PUBLIC WORKS
LOAN APPLICATION ACT 1898
FUH.THER AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. OUTTRIM moved for leave to introduce a Bill to further amend the Railway and Public 'V"orks Loan Application
Act 189t:l.
The motiGm was agreed to.
1'he Bill was th,en brought in, and read
a first time.
LAND ACTS i,-UH.THER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. McCOLL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to further amend the Land
Acts.
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The motion was agreeed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
LICENCES VALIDATING BILL.
Mr. SHIELS moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to validate certain
licences.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
VICTORIAN MILITARY
CONTINGENT BILL (NO.2).
Mr. McLEAN presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, recommending that an appropriation be made from
the consolidated revenue for the purposes
of a Bill to provide for the government,
discipline, and maintenance of a second
Victorian contingent for service with
Her Majesty's regular forces in South
Africa.
The House having gone into committee
of the whole' to consider the meSS::l.ge.
Mr. McLEAN movedThat it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue fo'r the
purposes of a Bill to provide for the government, discipline, and maintenance of a Second
Victorian Contingent for service with Her
Majesty's regular forces in South Africa.

Mr. MURHA Y said he did not propose
to offer any opposition to the motion, because he knew it would be perfectly useless for him to do so, and that therefore it
would be a waste of time on his part, but
he thought that the House was, at any rate,
entitled to hear some reason for sending
this second military contingent to South
Africa. Was the Bill to be simply passed
without one single word of explanation
(Mr.
from the Ministerial. bench?
Shiels-I' No.")
On the last occasion
when the question of sending the first
contingent was before this Chamber only
very meagre reasons were given by tho
then leader of the Government why they
were asked to authorize the sending of
that contingent. Was the present Premier
going to adopt the bad, as well as the good,
qualities of his predecessor in office; was
he going to deny to the HOllse and the
countrv on this occasion that full information to" which they were entitled as to the
reasons why a second Victorian contingent
was proposed to be sent to South Africa ~
Was it because the services of a second
Victorian contingent were required in
South Africa, or was it proposed to send a
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second cont.ingent merely as another expression of the loyalty of the colony to the
mother country ~ He \vould await a reply
to those questions. Or was it intended to
still further develop that excellent moral
effect that they were told was to be
produced by the despa tch of the first contingent. (Mr_ Staughtol1-" 'Which it has
produced.") The well-known conservative
fire-eater who represen ted Bourke 'West
said the sending of the first Victorian
military contingent had produced an excellent moral effect, although-- (Mr.
Staughton - "Although there was a
traitor in the House.") He would like
the honorable member to point out
what excellent moral effect the sending
of the first military contingent to
South Africa had produced, 'Vhere were
honorable members to look to find it 1
In what part of the world had any
beneficial moral effect beer! produced by
the sending of the first contingent ~
Honorable members were given to understand that the sending of the first contingent was expected to exercise some
effect upon the nations of Europe. He
(Mr. Murray) supposed that they did not
require to produce -any moral effect in
this country. 'fhe people of this colony
were quite moral enough without any
further moral effect being brought to bear
on them. Din they find tlmt moral eff'ect
in Samoa ~
Mr. McLEAN.-Perhaps the honorable
member will let this formal stage pass,
and we will discuss the whole qnestion on
the second reading ~
Mr, MURRAY.-Very welL
Mr. ItAWSON said he would not have
risen to speak at this stage but for an
interjection that had been made while
the honorable member for '\iVarrnambool
was speaking, It was distinctly unfair
for any member of this House to apply
the word "traitor" to any other member
who thought it his duty at the time it was
proposed to send the first, military contingent to South Africa to vote against the
motion. He (Mr. Rawson) resented snch
an expression extremely, because he believed that many of those honorable
members who voted against the sending
of that military contingent to South
Africa were just as loyal as those who
supported it. He believed the mother
country regarded the sending of the first
contingent simply as an expression of
loyalty, and accepted the offer on that
ground, and not in the belief that the
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British army in South Africa required the
assistance of the Victorian or any other
colonial military force. Meanwhile, however, the circumstances had changed, and
it was evident that the trouble in South
Africa was a bigger thing than anyone
could have anticipated, and therefore he
was perfectly certain that every men;l.ber
of t,his Chamber and every member of
the community would support the present
proposal.
Mr. STAUGHTON stated that he felt,
on reflection, that he ought not to have
uttered the expression II traitor.'" He
was sorry that he did so, and he would at
once apologize, because it might be applied
not only to the honorable member for Warrnambool or his remarks, but also to several
other members who he knew were as loyal
to the Crown as himself. He very much
regretted having used the word, and he
would not have uttered it but for the
personal reference of the honorable member for "\Varrnambool to himself, and to
the constituency of Bonrke vVest which
he had the honour to represent. 'fhe objectionable expression fell from his lips in
a moment of irritation, and he sincerely
regretted having used it.
Mr. MURPHY remarked that when the
proposal to send the fi l'st Victor ian mi Ii tary
contingent to South Africa was f:lubmitted,
he certainly thought it was wrollg, because
the British army in South Africa did not
require military assistance from this or
any other colony, and he feared that the
colony might be charged with forcing
its soldiers on the mother country; but
things had come to such a pass that he
believed every member of this Chamber
and every person in Victoria would concur in the present proposa1.
On the
former occasion he fel t that they were
asked to send men to murder men, women,
and children who were fighting for their
independence, and their hearths and
homes. Now, however, he felt compelled to ICl.@k upon the matter in
quite another light. vVhen it came- to
the test of war they had to forget all the
past, and do what was right for the present and for the future, whatever might
have taken place in the past. As far
as his cOllntrymen were concerned they
were not fairly treated, for they were invaded by another and stronger power; but
now that was all past and gone. They
were now speahing the same language,
they \\'ere of the same blood, and they
worshipped the same Creator, in a little
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different form, but he hoped they would
all come back to the one true Church,
When it was proposed to send the first
contingent he spoke in sympathy for the
Boers, because he feared that those poor
unfortunate people would soon be shot
down; but now that the British Empire
was in dangel', every man felt it his duty
to come to the rescne, because the laws of
Great Britain, if carried out fairly, were the
fairest under the sun. Unfortunately, they
were not always carried out fairly. (Mr.
Murray-" You think they will be under
the new Ministry.") They were not responsible for the acts of those who did wrong
before them, and, looking to the present
and to the future, they should all seek to
amend their wrongs, and to drive out
everything in the way of sedition and
schism from a new colony like Victoria.
There should be no disunion among the
people, making them a prey for an open
enemy. vVhen the first contingent was
proposed, he felt that the colony was
forcing its aid on the mother country, and
he spoke in sympathy with the Boers
from a sense of humanity. He was glad
that the Imperial authorities were sending
his countrymen, Lord Roberts and Lord
Kitchener, to South Africa, and he
wonld ask-Who were more loyal to the
British Empire Oll the field of battle
than the Irish soldiers of the Queen 7
It was a grand thing to see Scotch and
Irish, he should say Irish and Scotch,
standing shoulder to shoulder on the field
of battle. It appeared now that a part of
the empire was in danger, and he thought,
therefore, that it was right that the
House should agree to this motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House a,nd
adopted.
'
'Authority having been given to Mr.
McLean and Mr. Shiels to introduce a Bill
to carry ont the resolution,
Mr. McLEAN brought up a Bill intituled "A Bill to provide for the government, discipline, and maintenance of
a Second Victorian Contingent for service
with Her Majesty's regular forces in South
Africa," ancI moved that it be read a first
time.
rfhe motion was agreed to, and t.he Bill
was read a first time.
Mr. McLEAN moved the second reading
of the Bill. He said-I may bo permitted
to express the hope that this motion will
be carried without a single dissentient
voice, and by an absol utely unanimous
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House. I t will be remembered that when
a similar measure was under discussion
some time ago the House was by no
means unanimous; but on that occasion
a number of honorable melnbers were
under a very serious misapprehension
on two very important points.
In
the first place, they regarded the South
African war as a very small affair. They
thought that the Boers would offer
but a very feeble resistance to the victorious march of the troops that were
then being despatched from the home
country. It was also thought by some
honorable members that the responsibility, the whole responsibility, of the
war rested with Mr. Chamberlain and
some other English statesmen; and that
the war could and should have been
averted. Now, I think that recent events
must have removed that illusion from the
minds of even the most sceptical members of the community. vVe must all
admit now that the empire is engaged in
a very serious struggle. Although there
cannot be two opinions as to the ultimate
result, all will admit that it will be an extremely costly war in both men and money.
With regard to the responsibility for the
war, the statements that have been made
remind me very forcibly of the position
which prevailed in the last Franco-German
war. It ,vill be remembered that on that
occasion, owing to the consummate tact
and the great diplomatic skill of that
eminent statesman Bismarck, France was
made to figure before the world as the
real as well as the nominal aggressor,
while Germany appeared before the world
as the innocent and injured defender.
Subsequent events, however, proved that,
while Germany was armed and equipped
at every point, and prepared to pounce
down on France at a moment's notice, the
French army waR neither armed nor
equipped properly, and that war could
not have been seriously contemplated
in that country before it was actually
declared. On the present occasion the
despised President of the Transvaal -very
cleverly contrived to make England appear
before the whole world as the real aggressor; but we found" that as SOOll as
President Kruger delivered his ultimatum
he was prepared to ent.er upon the war.
The whole of the male population of the
Transvaal and of the Orange Free State
were armed to the teeth. They had all
the latest equipments of modern warfare,
and the campaign that was to be entered
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upon had been carefully mapped out; in
fact, those two republics were like an
armed camp. It was quite evident that
they must have been preparing for many
years for this struggle, and that nothing
that England could have done-because
we saw that England did not commellce
to prepare for the war until the ultimatum
was actually issued-nothing that England could have done, short of h:wJing
down the British flag in South Africa altogether, could have averted the war, even
although it might have been postponed for
a short time. N ow, with regard to the
result, I think there can be 110 doubt
whatever. For my own part, I consider
that the ultimate triumph of the British
arms is as sure as if the writing were
already on the wall. Nevertheless, I
am not prepared to say that the grim
prediction of President Kruger will prove
to he quite so extravagant as it appeared
to be at the beginning, when he said that
if Great Britain were victorious the cost
of the victory would stagger humanity.
But, however that may be, I think we
will all admit that it is the duty of
every' true son of the empire to show his
sympathy with the mother country at the
present juncture, no matter whether he
be animated by a humanitarian desire
to save bloodshed, by purely pC:ttriotic
sentiment, or by the lower consideration
of self-interest; whatever the motives, we
must recognise that the more troops we
pour into South Africa, and the quicker
the Boers are driven back to their capitals,
the better it will bo in the interests of
humanity as well as in the interests
of economy. Any temporizing, any half
measures, any course that will tend to
prolong the strllggle, will only induce :l.
number of ill-advised waverers throughout South Africa to join the ranks of the
Boers. There is -verv little doubt that
the Boers have alsl) been reinforced by
sympathizers and soldiers of fortune from
the Continent of Europe. I say, therefore,
that the longer we delay the more eostly
this war will be, and we shall only be furuishing further victims for the slaughter,
I do not 'pretend to say that our little
Victorian contingent will materially
strengthen t.he British army, but I do say
that the united contingents of all the
colonies, Canada, and theotherolltlying portions of the empire, will collectively form a
very material and -valuable addition to the
British army, and that the moral effect of
our action upon the whole world will be
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excellent. It will prove to the world that
in all emergencies, that in the hour of
danger, the great British Empire, scattered
as it is over every quarter of the globe,
is as solid and fixed as the immutable
laws of nature.
I feel that no words
of mine are necessary to induce honorable
members to do their duty. But I would
venture to remind the House of the great
benefits that accrue to us by reason of our
connexion with the empire. No mother
ever watched over her infant child with
mQre loving solicitude than the mother
country has watched over the development and growth of these young
colonies. Passing over all minor ad vantages of trade and. commerce, or any other
considerations of that kind, I would remind honorable members of one advantage
which is probably the greatest blessing
that could accrue to any people on earth,
and that is the long period of profound
peace that we have enjoyed during the
whole of our past history, and that we
hope to enjoy in the futnre. vVe can
realize the value of that peace when we
contrast our present position with the
terrible condition of things we find prevailillg in South Africa. vVe all know
that onr immunity from dangel', and
from foreign aggression, is due to the
power and. prestige of the great empire to
which we belong. I would therefore ask
honorable members to join as one man in
agreeing to the second reading of this Bill.
I would ask yon all iu doing so to wish
Godspeed to our little band of volunteers
in their noble and patriotic mission. I
would remind you that their mission is to
join with the other soldiers of the empire
in carrying forward to victory that grand
old flag, which, although it has often been
shot into fragments on the forefront of
battle, has never been humiliated, or
trailed in the dust, and which has never
waved-and I trust in God never will
wave-over any other than a united, loyal,
and free people.
Sir GEOHGE TUHNER.-I am certain
that I express the opinions of other honorable members when I heartily congratulate the leader of the Goverlllllent on
having chosen this measure as the first
which he has to submit for theconsideration
~f the House, and when I also congratulate
him on the patriotic speech he has delivered in support of it. I am conEdent
that the sentiments to which he has given
utterance are heartfelt. The number of
men that we have sent to South Africa is
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small, but they have so far done good work.
They have acted nobly, and they have
won golden opinions. I think we are all
perfectly satisfied that when the number
is increased, and greater opport.unities are
given to our men, they will prove that
they possess' all the pluck of the British
race, and that they will be a credit and an
honour to u~. 'With the Premier, I hope
sincerely that on this occasion, and with
the greater knowledge we have of the
wisdom of the step we took before, and
of the wisdom of the step that we
are now proposing to take, we shall be
unanimous, and that not alone will we
have no dissentient vote, but, if possible,
no dissentient voice. I think I can best
help the Premier on this occasion by refraining from entering upon any discussion
of the subject. So far as I am personally
concerned I heartily support the Bill, and,
as I have said, I join with the honorable
gentleman in hoping that it will be passed
unanimously and at once.
Mr. MUHHAY.-I can honestly say
that I approve of most of the remarks
that have fallen from the Premier, but I
cannot agree with him in his statement
as to the origin of the war. His concluding observations were, in my opinioll, of a
He spoke about
most urffortnnate kind.
the flag that had never been humiliated,
but he must have forgotten all about the
unnatural struggle into which Great
Britain entered towards the end of the
last century with her own children, to
whom at that time she was not the kind
and watchful and indulgent parent which
the honorable member says she has been
to us. I say that since the stupendous
blunder of that 'Val' of Independence in
America, England has never made such an
egregious mistake as she has now made in
going to war with the Transvaal. 'V hat
is the real history of the war ~ Like the
other jingoes at our antipodes, the Premier falls back upon a newly-discovered
reason, an afterthought, about which we
heard nothing until l·ecently.
An HONOHABLE MEMBER.-It is a solid
fact.
Mr. MUHRAY.-It is a solid fiction.
At first we relied upon terms and conditions that were never in the Convention
of 1884. 'Ve were going to war to compel
the Transvaal to grant the franchise to the
outlanders, scarcely half of whom were
British subjects, and the remainder of
whom, as I said 01.1 a previous occasion,
were men that we would not have allowed
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to enter this country. The Aliens Exclusion Bill, which was introduced in 1896
by Lord Salisbury, was designed to keep
such persons out of Ellgland. That excuse
for the war was soon abandoned, because it
was found to be untenable. The next was
the shadowy pretext of our suzerainty
over the Transvaal. 'l'hat was not sound
or strong or substantial enough, so we
abandoned that too. The third was the
supremacy or paramountcy of Great
Britain ill South Africa, a supremacy that
I say was never threatened nor menaced.
That, in the course of time, has bad to
give place to the other justification for the
war which has lately been unearthed, and
which the Premier made use of to·nightthat th8re was a widespread conspiracy
throughout South Africa tv form an
Africander Republic there.
Mr. A. L. TucKEu.-"\Ve are fit war;
which side are you on 1
Mr. MURRAY.-vVe have no evidence.
that sl1ch a conspiracy ever existed. The
evidence goes entirely to show that that
statement is contrary to the facts. Mr.
Schreiner, who has had a difficult duty
to perform, and who has performed it
well-Several HONORABLE ME~mERs.-N o.
Mr. MURRAY.-Yes, he performed it
well, despite the flouts and sneers of
ignorant and interested jingoism. An
honorable member on my right interjects
" a damned traitor." I am not astonished
at the expression of such a sentiment from
him. It was clearly enough pointed out
what the effect of any war a,gainst the
'l'ransvaal would be on the Dutch element
in Cape Colony. vVhile they disapproved
of the oligarchi.cal Government of the
Transvaal as strongly as the liberals of
Great Britain and of this country did, they
had no means of enforcing their views as to
what political reforms should be made.
So far as they are concerned, what was
anticipated has actually occurred. Now
we take up another position, ana we
charge the Transvaal with being the
aggressor. The Transvaal Government
did certainly seud an ultimatum to the
British Government. It has been described
as a foolish one; but it will be generally
admitted that it was a bold one.
Mr. BENNETT.-I rise to a p0int of
order. Is this to go home to England
as an expression of the opinon of Australia ~
Mr. A. L. 'l'ucKER.-Treachery.
Session 1899-1900.-[192J
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Mr. MURRAY.-The honorable member for Richmond (Mr. Bennett) has raised
one of his usual untenable points of
order.
Mr. BENNETT. - I feel very strongly
about this matter.
The SPEAKER.-I hope the House will
listen to the honorable member for vVarrnambool.
Mr. GILLIES.-I hope the House will
not.
Mr. A. L. TocKER.-He ought to be
ashamed of himself.
The SPEAKER.-I have only to say
that the honorable member is, so far as
the laws of Parliament. are concerned,
within his rights.
Mr. MURRAY.-I am simply endeavouring to state the real facts concerning
this war. vVe charge the Transvaal with
being the aggressor. J take this opportunity of stating the facts, because what
I say may reach some persons through
Hansard, though I dare say it
will not reach a single reader through
the press of the colony. vVhat happened when the negotiations were being
conducted at Bloemf(;mtein 1 I will not
raise the question of whether Sir Alfred
Milner conducted those negotiations \visely,
but I do say that the fact that at
that time Mr. Chamberlain was delivering
inflammatory and bellicose speeches
throughout England was not at all likely
to conduce to the success of the negotiations. These speeches show how insincere
we were.
I know that I stand in a
minority here, but, taking the opinion of
the world, I certainly am not in a minority.
I have a right to express my opinion,
desJ?ite the interruptions of the honorable
member who is displaying many of the
characteristics of the swashbuckler, and
whom I may call the fiery jingo of
Fitzroy.
Mr. A. L. TucKER.-"\Ve are at war. I
am loyal to my country. I do not care
now whether the war is right or wrong.
Mr. MURRA Y.-The honorable member is afraid that the opinions I express
may bring discredit on the colony. I
would ask then what is the correct time
at which to .criticise a war 1 When
the negotiations were pending we were
told that any criticism might militate
against their success. When they had
fallen through, and we had actuallv
entered upon the war, the time was still
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inopportune, and I suppose -that when the
war is over we shall be told that it is
too late for criticism. But does the honorable member for Fitzroy (Mr. Tucker)
think that no disapproval of this war
If
has been expressed in England ~
he does, then he cannot be a reader
of the newspapers of the old world.
There· are many papers, and prominent
papers, that have been strong and continuous in their denunciation of the war.
It has also been condemlled by many
liberals, even though they feel that now
that it has been entered upon, it must be
carried to a successful issue. I cannot
see how it can have any other issue; but
I do say that it is an unnecessary, unjustifiable, and impolitic war.
I feel so
strougly that that view is the correct one
that I, at any rate, am not going to be
bullied into silence, either by the interjections of the honol'able mem ber for
Fitzroy or of the honorable menlber for
Bourke 'Vest. I was astonished when I
read in the Age to-day the speech that
was delivered in the Town Hall last night
by the leader of the labour party. 'fhe
views the honorable member expressed
are a.bsolutely at variance with the
opinions of Mr. John Burns, tho leader of
an equally important, quite as powerful,
and as intelligent and influential a party
at the other end of the world. The honorable member for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith) speaking last night, was an Imperialist of the Imperialists. He did not
merely wish to see the flag of England
floating over the Transvaal, but floating
over every other flag in the world. Did
he mean to throw down the gage of
battle to the nations of the earth so that
we might lower their flags, and that the
Union Jack might be the predominant
flag of the world? If these were the
sentiments he expressed, then I say that
that usually sensible man talked absolute
rubbish. I shall read a quotation from a
speech that was delivered not very long ago
by Mr. John Burns. I have no doubt some·
honorable members will listen to it with a
great deal of horror, and will wonder
why, in Imperial Engbnd, John Burns
was not immediately executed. It is published in an English weekly newspaper,
which has a circulation of 500,000 copies.
Taking .the Age's own assertion, it has
fully folll' times the circulation of that
powerful organ, and it therefore reaches a
great many homes in England. I suppose
the harmony and felicity that prevailed in
Mr. Murray.
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many of those homes was disturbed by
the reading of such utterances as these : The cost of this war wfll be borne, not by the
sordid gang of Jews and adventurers in whose
interest this war is fought, but by the needless
death of officers, who have displayed their
traditional pluck and self-sacrifice, and by the
rank and file, who have shown their usual
brav.ery~qualities in marked contrast to the
characteristic tardiness and short-sightedness
of the War-office.
So far as the nation is c()ncerned, the loss of
prestige by this war has already exceeded the
material ;;ain it sought to achieve; whilst the
fact that it was possible for a few capitalists so
to chloroform the Colonial-office, hypnotize the
Government, and practically to get the Waroffice to further their schemes at the nation's
expense, is additional proof that Parliament
needs fewer men of tIle Bonsor and Garton
type-

I could substitute other names, except
that it would be personal.
who uphold a war rashly provoked in the interest of a small class against a people who
have proved themselves to be as brave as they
.are humane. I believe, when the jingo fever
is over-and it is disappearing fast-when conscription is introduced, and the empire is
further belittled by further concessions to
Germany, the electors of Battersea will indorse
the action I have taken in protesting against
this war in the way I have st[Lted, a war that
has only been defended by ignorance or interest,
at the instigation of newspapers that are as
dishonest as their sensational reports are
untrue.
.

That applies with equal force to the
colonial as to the English press. 'Ve
have seen it asserted that Great Britain
has the sympathy of the United States
in this war. 'Ve know that we have
Hot the sympathy of the Continent
of Europe; no one claims that we have.
Now, I will read an extract from the
.North A merrican, the leading republioan
newspaper of Philadelphia, and then I
arn done with extracts. It is an artiele
moderate in tone, .appearillg in one of the
most respectable of American papers. vVe
all like respectable papers, and God knows
we have too few of them. The North
American, of Philadelphia, saysLorcl Salisbury anel our esteemed conteinporaries of England deceive themselves or seek
to deceive the English people.

There has been much made lately about.
an offer of 5,000 Americans-Yanks-who
are willing to serve with the British.
against the Boers.
Mr. A. L. TucKEn.-I am glad to hear it.
Mr. MURRAY.-It is not a large contingent when you remember that the
population of America is 70,000,000. 1
dare say, if it came to the point, it would
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be found that a larger force would be
willing to fight on the other side. This
newspaper saylSWhile it is true that a new feeling of friendliness for Great Britain ,has been developed here
because of her attitude during our trouble with
Spain, there should be no mistake about the
view taken by the American people of the
South African business.
'fhey sympathize
heartily with the Boers-so heartily, indeed,
that their victories have awakened more interest
and given ,more pleasure by far than news
of Filipino defeats and slaughter does. Were
Americans not to side with the Boers they
would be false to the principles and traditions
which are at the heart of our national life.
Americans believe that men have a right to
govern themselves, and always they have been
wat'mly sympathetic with any people engaged
in fighting for independence. It is monarchy
against republic in South Africa-it is the
strong against the weak-and Americans are
with the weak and against monarchy in such a
struggle.

This comes to the point, and it is a point
that should touch the Premier aOnd some
othersCanting of noble purposes in order to cover
sordid ones is not an exclusively British practice, but the English are adepts at it. Lord
Salisbury's high language about a vast mission
for the advancement of mankind does not
delude anybody on this side of the Atlantic.
There is war in the Transvaal because England
has resolved to steal the country. Americans
are gra,teful to Great Britain for her receut
goodwill, but to ask in return that we shall
applaud her hrigandage in South Africa is to
demand a price that Americans will not pay.

This is from a respectable American paper
representing the opinions and sentiments
on this question of the great mass of the
people of the United States of America.
W'hy, sir, it was only the other day that
we heard of an unanimous resolution being
passed, or passed with only one dissentient, in the corporations of New York and
Boston, going further than this newspaper
does, and finally expressing their sympathies with the Boers. I think it is
Goethe, the German philosopher, who says
that we should endeavour to get into the
other man's brain and look through his
eyes. ,\Ve have never looked at this question from any other than a jingoistic
point of vimv. The whole spirit of the
press and of the pulpit is jingoistic, and I
regret to see that a member of the bench
of this country, that should hold itself
judicial1y calm, has joined in the jingoistic
hue and cry. The letters that are published in the old country and in Austrl\lia
with regard to the war, from correspondents, soldiers, and others, are of the most
bloodthirsty, character. I shaH read an
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extract from one letter than a son sent to
his father. If I had a son who conld ex~
pre8s snch sentiments, I should never like
to set my eyes on him again. Let honorable
mem bers, listen to the picture this fel10w
gives, who has been fighting for the empire
in South Africa. I regret to say that the
young man is now a resident of Pretoria,
where I suppose the Boers have some difficulty in giving him plenty to eat. 'rhe
newspaper from which I quote contains
this letter, which is the kind of literature
that some people like so much, or it would
not have appeared in the columns of an
English paperMr. S. Bigmore, of Marion-street, Newport,
has received a letter from his son Tom, who
joined No. 10 Mule Battery at Newport, and
who left for Natal on Christmas Eve of last
year_ '1'he engagement to which he refers was
that at Reitfonteiu, five days before the di~aster
at Nicholson's Nek, when the whole battery
was captured :Ladysmith Camp, October 15, 1899.
Dear Father and Mother,-Just a few lines:
to let you know that I escaped all right out of
the battle yesterday and that I am Ul good
health. My battery did good service. We had
four or five wounded, one seriously.
It rained heavy yesterday. Our shells bursting set the grass on fire and buried a lot of
dead.
vVe captured 250 prisoners. They should be'
all bayoneted.
.

Five days after this the writer of the letter
was captured himself.
Now, sir, there
are papers in England that have the courage and the honesty to express their true
opinions on this war. I believe t.hat nineteen-twentieths of what has been published
from South Africa as news has had no
basis in reality and no underlying fa,cts.,
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-Hear, hear. You have
been q noting from thern.
Mr. :M:URRAY.--I might quote the
honorable member, but then I do not
know that I should get any facts. It has
becn said that the pen is mightier than
the sword, but the mightiest pen of all
is the pen of the war correspondent.
I was afraid that when the Arrgus war correspondent, our friend Donald MacDonald,
arrived in South Africa, his compatriots of
the press who had preceded. him would
not have left a single Boer for him to
slaughter.
The whole Boer forces I
suppose, at· an outside estimate, cannot
exceed 60,000. The war correspondents
must have already killed four or five
times that number, notwithstanding that
we still have an opposing force of between 50,000 and 60,000. But, at any
rate, I may say, whether the Boers were
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right or wrong about the war-and I hold,
for one, that they were right, and are
fighting in defence of their country-the
world has never seen a more heroic spectacle than that of the Boers fighting for
what they, at anyyate, believe to be right,
taxing t.he military resources of the
mightiest empire on earth to bring about
their defeat, and forcing that nation to
willingly accept aid-now she is almost
asking for it-from the weakest of her
colonies. And, after all, what is it to do ~
To conquer a handful of people who oIlly
number between 150,000 and 160,000
altogether, men, women, and children.
Why, we shall soon have more than a
soldier for every man, woman, and child
in the rrransyaal and the Orange Free
State.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-'Vhere do you get
your figures?
Mr. MUIU~AY.-I am giving the outside estimate.
vVould the honorable
member like to know the sort of soldiers
who are opposed to the British in South
Africa? It might awaken pity, even in
his heart, to learn that boys of fourteenbeardless boys little above the age of children-died in the trenches beside their
grey-haired gran.dsires. There is not much
bravery in fighting boys so young and
men so old. 'rhere can only be one conclusion-that we know. B~t on the last
occasion we were told of the excellent
moral effect the sending of Ollr t.roops was
going to have. 'Ve have not seen that
moral effect yet. Perhaps the members
of the second contingent will have a more
substantial effect than those who went on
the first occasion. 'Vhile this war is being
waged ill South Africa what have we done
in Samoa? vVe talk of British supremacy
in South Africa, but it is of far more
importance that British supremacy should
ibe maintained in the Polynesian Archipelago.
Mr. A. L. TUCKER-And throughout
the world.
Mr. MUHRAY.-For one little matter
,of difference we go to war with the 'rransvaal, playing. the part, I am afraid, of a
·big bully; but, when Germany gave us to
understand that she desired that we should
have no further part in the control of the
Samoan Islands, we quietly retired from
-our position there. Germany-a country
that contains 2,000,000 or 3,000,000
:soldiers-can have some weight with
England, but the poor little rrransyaal,
with its 150,000 people, could have none.
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What do we find now in regard to Samoa?
I would ask the Premier whether he has
read the diplomatic text of Ollr late agreement with Germany ill regard to these
islands ~ It commits llS to everything, and
it commits Germany to nothing. In return for the very great concessions we
have made to Germany there we in return
get nothing at all from Germany.
Of
course that is the first instalment of the
price we have to pay to keep Germany
quiet while we are engaged in this struggle.
To show that I am speaking correctly on
this point, I shall just read two or three
articles of this Samoan treaty.
Mr. VALE.-I rise to a point of order.
My point is this-What has the Samoan
treaty to do with sending a contingent to
Sou th Africa 7
Mr. MURRAY.-·I think I shall explain
the connexion in a few words.
Mr. YALE.-l want the Speaker to
decide, and not the honorable member for
W arrnam bool.
'rhe SPEAKER.-J think that the
honorable member for Warrnambool is
only reasoning with regard to the matter
before the House, and that thore is a connexion between the two points.
Mr. GII.1~IEs.-I think fe"Y members of
the House see it.
The SPEAKER.-I would remind the
honorable member for Toorak that there
is only one member of the House who is
supposed to see it, and that is the Speaker.
I have given my ruling.
Mr. MU~H,AY.-This treaty will give a
great deal of work to our constitutional
lawyers in the future, to try and prove
that Germany has committed herself to
anything in the arrangement we have made'
with her as to Samoa. I shall only q note
two or tbree articles from it.
The SPEAKER.-I would say this:
Some honorable members may not desire
to listen to the honorable member for
vVarrnambool.
If they do not desire
to do so, they can leave the chamber.
But it is my duty to hear him, and
I would ask to be allowed to do so. If
honorable members do not desire to hear
the honorable member for V\Tarrnambool,
they are at perfect liberty to take their
departure from the chamber, but it is my
desire and duty to hear the honorable
member.
Mr. GILLIES.--As to the question that
has been raised, Mr. Speaker, you may
consider it your duty to listen to the
honorable member. I have no right to
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decide on that, or to dispute it. But that
it is my right not to listen to him is
equally true, and, if I think proper not
to do so, I need not go out of this House.
The SPEAKER.-I can only say this
-that the honorable member evidently
has not recently acquainted himself with
our standing orders. It is the duty of honorable members to listen to the debate, and
they must not be continually interrupting
the speaker by interjections. That is our
law of Parliament. I am sorry that the
honorable member, who is a most experienced member, appears to have forgotten the standing order.
Mr. GILIJIES.-Excuse me.
Mr. MURRAY.-I shall not inflict very
much more on the honorable member, who
seems to be in an unusually impatient
mood to-day. Article 6 saysGermany is prepared to take into consideration as much, and as far as possible, the wishes
which the Government of Great Britain expressed in regard to the development of reciprocal rights in the territories of Togoland and the
Gold Coast.

That is the language pervading the whole
of this agreement with Germany, which
leaves Germany absolutely a free hand to
do what she likes. I am glad to see the
Germans have made such a bargain. I
have always believed Germany'should be
allowed some colonial outlet for her Rurplus
population, the same as England has. But
we used to be very warm over the question
of New Guinea. Now, however, we seem
to have absolutely neglected our interest
in the Pacific, since our attention has been
so much oocupied with affairs in South
Africa that are not by any means so near
our shores. I know that in my opinions I
am in a minority in this House; I know
that I am in a minority in the country.
But I am not in a minority, but in a very
large majority, so far as concerns the wellinformed opinion of the world, both inside
and outside of England.
Mr. DOWNW.ARD.-You are in agreement
with England's enemies.
Mr. MURRAY.-I do not agree with
the policy that has made the Boers England's en~mies. A policy of conciliation
would have made them her fast friends.
We have undone by our last acts of aggression the work which had been built up,
through many years, by the .splendid.
policy of Mr. Gladstone in South Africa.
And is it to be equality of rights for the
whites throughout South Africa when
we are victorious, or are we to give the
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blacks political tights ~ I say that, in this
question, England has been tried at the
bar of universal public opinion, and that
an unanimous voice, outside the jingoism
of our own country, has returned a verdict
abs')lutely and decidedly adverse to England in this quarrel.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-I rise to say a
few words with regard to this motion at'
the present stage. I should like to say,
first, that I am going to support this Bill.
But, while doing so, I also desire to enter
my protest emphatically against the action
of the Defence department in the chartering of a ship manned by a coloured crew.
Mr. S.ANGSTER.-It is a cheap Government.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-rrhe least that
could be done-Mr. GR.AH.A}I.-It was the only ship that
could be got.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.-The least that
could be done was to send our young men,
who are going to fight, in a ship manned
by people of their own race. I also feel
sure that the steam-f:1hip owner who employs men of his own race ought to be entitled to do the work, in preference to men
who employ coloured and alien labour, and
ignore the rights of their own race altogether. I sincerely trust that, if there is
another contingent sent to South Afrj~a,
the departm.ent will take a note of this
protest, and see· that they get ships
manned by our own race of people,
instead of by coloured aliens.
I should
like now to give one or two reasons why I
voted against the motion for the despatch
of the first contingent when it was before
the House. I hold that at that time there
was no need, so far as any ordinary man
could judge, for sending a contingent to
assist the British at all. In the first place
we were told, while the motion was under
discussion, that Great Britain did not require Victorian aid, and that she was fully
apprised of the position at the time in the
Transvaal, and fully prepared to take the
responsibility.
Having been told this,
and recognising that just prior to that
motion being brought before the House
there had been a conference of Military
Commandants, wh0 had recommended to
their respective Governments the sending
of something like 4,000 men (if I remember
rightly), which the British Government,
no doubt considering that the war was
only a very trivial affair, declined to accept, I did not see any need for sending
aid. The British Government said one or
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two units might be sent f~om Victoria; and
one or two from New South 'Vales, and
one from each other colony. It appeared
to me that Great Britain accepted these
small units, not only with reluctance, but
under sltfferance, if I may say so; and
that position appeared so strong t.o me
that I did not think I had any right to
vote for the sending of our troops to the
Transvaal. This was one of the reasons
why I voted against the motion then.
Another was that the sentiment of loyalty
towards the British Crown on the part of
our people has never been doubted at any
time. either in these colonies or in Great
Brit~in. The loyalty was here at that
time quite as much as it is to-day. It was
such that I felt assured at that time, as
I do now, that were Great Britain in a
position of danger at any time, her sons
in this country would be prepared to defend her quite as much as the people of
England. That is another reason why I
held that at that time there was no need
to send troops to the Transvaal. But
while those reasons influenced my vote
then, what have we to look upon now?
Without saying anything about the cause
of the war in any way-whether Great
Britain or whether the Transvaal is to
blame; although I have my own opinion
on that matter-I have to recognise that
the scene is changed, that Great Britain is
facing a difficulty to-day that, in my
opinion, her own statesmen did not realize
three months ago, when the first contingent
was ordered to be sent. I hold that to-day,
if by any means British- arms were beaten
in South Africa, it would mean not only
the loss of British prestige and power,
but would mean the loss of the rule of
Great Britain in South Africa, and, indeed, all over that continent. 'Vere her
troops beaten and driven out of South
Africa-which Providence forefend-her
prestige and power would be jeopardizedI was going to say would be destroyed-all
the world over. Believing this, sir, I feel
that I have at the present time the right
of giving a vote in favour of the motion
now before the House. Various other
reasons in connexion with the matter influence me in voting for the motion. One
of these is-and I think very few members of this Chamber will deny it---'t.he
freedom of speech that prevails or is permitted to the British race all over the
empire, and the freedom and t.he rights
that her subjects enjoy all over the
world. They enjoy a protection of life and
Mr. J. B. Tucker.

Contingent Bill (No.2).

property that does not exist under any
other power than hers. For these reasons
I hold that it is my plain duty to record
my vote in favour of the motion to-night.
Before I conclude, I should like to call the
Premier's attention to the question of
making some provision, or giving some
definite promise to this House that some
provision shaH be made, not only for those
who may be maimed, probably for life, in
service in South Africa, but also for the
wi ves and families dependent on any
whc may be killed or maimed, out of
the consolidated revenue of this country.
vVhile. I hold that the raising of voluntary
contributions at the present time is an
excellent idea, and one well deserving of
support, I t.hillk that as soon as the object
is accomplished that has called that feeling of charity into existence, that feelillg
of charity will die, and then those who
may be dependent upon these men will
find themselves in destitution. Now, that
is a thing that this country ought not to
permit, and I feel that the Premier ought
to give some assurance to the House as to
whether the necessary action will be taken
by the Government or not. If our
maimed soldiers who may return, and
those dependent on the men who are
killed, are to be left to charity alone, I
should feel disposed to vote against the
motion as it now stands. rrherefore I do
trust tha t, prior to the passing of the Bill,
the Premier will inform the House as to
whether something in that direction will
or will not be done by the Government.
In the meantime I will support the resolution.
Mr. McKENZIE.- I- do not desire to
prolong this debate, but there are one or
two suggestions I would like to make.
Before doing so, I desire to congratulate
the Premier on t.he very admirable
manner in which he introduced the Bill
to the House, and the very high tone and
patriotic language that he employed in
doing so. I am sure that the honorable
gentleman was in accord with the feeling of the great majority of the members of this House-indeed, I might say
of all the members of this House with
the exception of one or two. I desire
also to thank the leader of the Opposition
for the manner in which he seconded the
.proposal. Both speeches were worthy of
the occasion. For my own part, I
thoroughly indorse What has been done,
and if the Premier had decided to ask the
House to send 500 men to South Africa
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instead of 250, I think the response
would have been as unanimous as it
is to-night. I regret that circumstances
have shown that we have not a very
large num ber of trained' men to call
upon on such an occasion.
I do not
desire to reflect upon the action of the
1ate Premier in guarding the finances of
this eountty, and in the retrenchment
which was, no doubt, unwillingly forced
upon him. The mounted rifles and other
volunteer forces of this country had to
,suffer to a very great extent, and the
present circumstances show that, owing
to retrenchment and owing to the
want of encouragement given to the
mounted rifles, the colony has not as
large a body to draw upon as is desirable.
It would be very much to our advantage
,at the present time if we had a much
larger number of efficient and welltrained men, capable of using the rifle
·effectively, and first-class horsemen. I
think the lesson we have had should
teach us not to neglect this point in
the future. In connexion with this subject, I desire to point out to the Premier
that, from what appears in the press,
we are led to believe that a number of
the men in the present contingent are
not efficient horsemen, and are not yet
thoroughly trained, and that, if they go
to South Mrica in their present condition,
they will not reflect that credit upon the
-colon v that we should desire. If that is
true, "I hope that the Premier will give
·due consideration to the suggestion made
that the departure of the troops should,
if possible, be delayed.
Mr. McLEAN.-Oolonel Price says that
the men will be quite right before the end
<of the week.
Mr. McKENZIE.-If Oolonel Price
says so, I accept his statement. It
.certainly would be undesirable to alter
the date of departure already fixed unless
for some important reason. With .regard
to the arrangements for parents and
friends saying good-bye to the members of
• the contingent, the Defence department is
acting in what seems to be an unneces:sarily harsh manner. I think it is desirable that the parents and friends of the
troops-those who have given up their
'Sons to fight for the empire, and who may
never see them again-should not be
debarred of the privilege of saying goodbye to them when they leave this port.
, No donbt there are some reasons why it
should not be done, but it does not appear
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to me that those reasons are of sufficient
strength to justify the course proposed to
be taken in preventing parents and friends
from saying good-bye to the members of
the contingent.
Dr. MALONEY.-My ,,"ords will be
very few, because I recognise that the
vast majority of honorable members in
this House, and the vast majority of
people outside, are in favour of the Bill,
and because I have already made my protest against this war. I wish to say,
however, that J join with the last speaker
in considering tlHLt it is [Lbsurd that those
who are near and dear to the boys who are
going to 'the war should not be allowed to
go on to the pier to see them off. I think
that the authorities who have charge of
these matters appear in anything but a
pleasant light in that respect. I p.ope
that the remarks made by the last speaker
and my own words will induce the powers
that be to permit the relatives and friends
of the men who are going away to see the
last of them from the pier at Port Melbourne. I also join with the honorable
member for Melbourne South in raising a
protest against the employment of a ship
that has coloured labor. Surely the British
marine, which is more than twice as large
as that of the rest of the world, should beable
to provide a ship manned by people of our
own nationality and colour, just as the
Germans and French are able to do. However, I suppose that that matter has been
settled and cannot be altered, but I am
sure that if the Government had chartered
a ship themselves they would have found
no trouble in getting a white crew to take
our white men to South Africa. Now I
come to another point. Unfortunately,
Great Britain, great as it is-and no member of this House will deny its greatnessis most careless of its old soldiers, and I
hope as we are sending men to the war,
whether rightly or wrongly, that those
who are dependent on these men-the
parents if there are any, the wives who
lose their husbands, and the children who
lose their fathers-will not be left to the
poor chance of charity or to the chance of
an old-age pension scheme being carried
by Parliament. I should like to see a
clause in this Bill to that effect, and were
it not that I should be considered as offering factious opposition to the measure
itself, I should be also inclined to move,
an amendment to the effect that those
who are dependent upon the men who are
killed or wounded should be supported by
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a pension sufficient to keep them in deeent
comfort.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member can do that in committee.
Dr. MALONEY.-My words will be
very few, Mr. Speaker, because I do not
purpose to delay the House. Honorable
members will bear. in mind that at the
present time there" is an old veteran of
the Highland Brigade who was with
Havelock through the Indian Mutiny, and
who is now in this colony ill aud weary,
starving on a paltry shil1ing a day. I
mention that fact in the hope that the
Premier, whose sympathetic heart was
shown by the speech he made at the great
meeting at the Town Hall last night, will
bring in a Bill to provide sustenance for
those who may be dependent upon the
men now going away. I have nothing
more to say except this, that while I have
lips to speak with, and while I have
thoughts to utter, I will never say that a
thing is right that I know to be wrong.
I believe that wben the history of the
present time comes to be written, the
people of the future will look upon this
war in South Africa much as the readers
of to-day look upon the war which was
waged by little Greece against the mighty
power of Persia, although even Persia was
not a twentieth part as powerful or as
populous as is Great Britain at the
present day. I hope this is the last time
that the flag of Great Britain will wave in
a war in which the odds are thousands to
one in her favour. If it were a fair fight,
between Great Britain and Russia say,
the House would be perfectly unanimouR
in sending men to help. But surely honorable members ought not to be denied
the right of free speech when they express
their doubts about the justice of the war
that is now being waged in South .Africa. It
does not become one of the oldest members
of the House to say that another honorable member ought not to be listened to.
Fair play should have been given to the
honorable member for Warrnambool. I
also have entered my protest against the
war. I should be sorry to see the English
flag go down in any part of the world, and,
though I wish we were fighting against a
nation of something like equal strength to
oursel ves, I am sure I can join in wishing
Godspeed to the boys who are leaving our
shores.
Mr. SHIELS.-I want first of all to
refer to two objections which have been
raised-OI~e by the honorable member for
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Melbourne West, and the other by the
honorable member for Melbourne South.
Those honorable members join in complaining that the Government has not
employed a ship manned by white labour
to convey white men to fight the
battles of England. Now, I will not say
the apology, but the vindication, of the
conrse taken by the Government will be
readily accepted by the House. It was
necessary first of all to act promptly.
Bis clat qui cito Jat. We had to send
troops at the earliest possible moment,
and we fixed the 13th of January as the
date of departure. The most strenuous
efforts were made by my honorable colleagues, the Minister of Defence and the
Minister of Public W·orks, to get a ves~8'l
that was the fastest available, that sailed
the earlie8t, and that had the most
adequate accommodation for the men.
There were only two vessels that at
all answered those requirements. One
of those vessels was manned by Chinese;
the other was manned by our Indian
fellow subjects. That is the whole explanation-that the vessel we chose was
the one that sailed the earliest, that had
the best accommodation, and that was
the fast.est clipper. Now, in regard to
another point which the honorable member for Melbourne South took up. The
honorable member asked what were the
intentions of the Government in regard
to those who in the fortune of war might
fall or be maimed. vVell. all I have to
say on that question i~ that it has
received the serious consideration of my
colleagues, and that we are determined
that those who fall leaving dependents
behind them will not receive the callous
treatment of being left to outside charity,
but that the Government will recognise
to the full its duty in that direction.
N ow, sir, I would like to refer to the
remarks that have fallen from my personal friend, the honorable member for
Warrnambool.
I am not that narrow
patriot who· will object to hear dissent
from his own opinions. I can see the.
question from the point of view which my
honorable friend has put, and I want
to reply from our point of view. My
honorable friend derided jingoism. He
elevated the policy of Mr. Gladstone in
South Africa. Sir, I am here to say that I
am no jingo. But there is one thing that
1 dread more than jingoism. It is that
national quakerism of which Mr. Gladstone
-1 do not say in intent, but in effect-was
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a most unfortunate exponent, turning continually England's cheek to the smiter.
The disasters that struck her with national
humiliation and national loss ought to
discountenance that policy. Jingoism at
its worst is only the virtues of patriotism and valour in excelsis, but national
quakerism is nothing but poltroonery
masquerading as peace.
Mr. HIGGINs.-It is the Sermon on
the Mount.
Mr. SHIELS. - The honorable and
learned member says that it is the Sermon
on the Mount. I reply to that by referring him to the weirds of a revered bishop
of the church to which he and I belong,
that if men individually, or society in the
aggregate, attempted literally t€> turn into
practice the ethics of the Sermon on the
Mount it would mean the disrupt-ion of
society. My honorable friend the member
for vVarrnambool referred also in his own
terms to the" splendid policy" pursued by
Mr. Gladstone in South Africa. That
splendid policy has been the dragon's teeth
which have proved the seeds of this terrible
war. But for the capitulation which took
place after Majuba, but for the humiliation
of England, and the prestige gained by
the Boers as a consequence, we Rhould not
be face to face with the state of things that
exists in South Africa to-day. I was
delighted to hear the pleas that were
urged by my honorable friend the leader
of the Opposition .that this contingent
should go out from a unanimolls House.
I do hope that the vote will be unanimous.
In answer to SOUle of the observations
that fell from the honorable member for
Warrnamboo], I would ask what do we
see in Great Britain itself at the present
moment 1 'Ve see that the leading
English statesmen who form the front
bench of the Opposition, and who, previous to the invasion of Natal and Cape
Colony by the' Boers, bitterly criticised
the negotiations that were being carried
on by Mr. Chamberlain, now, when
the gage of battle hal!! been thrown
down, have stilled the voice of all
previous dissent, and have heartily and
sympathetically come to the aid of the
Government.
Mr. MURRAy.-Do, you say that they
havt ceased to condemn the war ~
Mr. SHIELS. - They have joined
heartily in the efforts that the Govern-.
ment are making to prosecute the campaign, aud to fill again the national
granary with the harv:est of glorious deecf's
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accomplished.
But if my honorable
friend will allow me-I did not interrupt
him-Mr. MURRAy.-I was occasionally interrupted, you will recollect.
The SPEAKEH..-I endeavoured to get
the House to assist me in paying attention to the honorable member's observations. I ask t.he honorable member
to pay attention to the observations
that are now being made by the Treasurer.
Mr. SHIELS.-I was going to say when
I was interrupted, that the chiefs of the
Opposition, and most of the members on
the opposition side of the House see what
we see-that England's hands are definitely and unalterably set to the plough,
and that, for good or ill, there is no turning
back for the empire. 'I'hey see that the
furrows must be run till the whole field is
ploughed, so that 011ce again England may
garner in the golden grain of victoryvictory that she will use rightly. Now, I
am not going to ground my justification
of the aid we are giving-Mr. A. L. TUCKER.-Put your Bill to
the House, and see who will dare to vote
against it.
Mr. MURRAY.-vVhy are you not at the
front, old fellow ~
Mr. SHIELS. - I am not going to
ground my justification of what we are
doing upon the expression of any belief
that such a crisis or extremity is upon
the mother country as makes our aid
vitally necessary. I do not hold that, sir.
I have infinite faith in the resources and
the power of the nation, and the grim
resolution of the British public.
I see
her statesmen and I see her publio exhibiting, to the wonder of the world, a
calm composure. Under that unruffled
national brow I see the grim tenacity of
purpose which has always pulled the
country out of every difficulty and decked
her brows with the laurels of triumph.
And as it was, so I feel sure it will be.
But, sir, others have felt concerned, okhers
have viewed that struggle with apprehension. In England's great campaigns she
was nearly al ways found unprepared. She
is amongst nations the great lazy giant
who must rub his eyes and shake off his
drowsiness before he is fully a wake to the
necessities of the conflict.
But once
aroused, once in front of the danger,
then this giant shuts his teeth and
never relaxes his hold until he is on
top in the struggle. N ow, I feel that,
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just as surely as this earth is travelling
to-night towards to-marrow's sun, so surely
out of the crucible of the present struggle
and difficulty the great mother country
will emerge purified, invigorated, more
puissant than before. Upon 'what, then,
do I base my vindication of the aid
we are giving 1 I base it on this-on
national gratitude, and, using the word
in its old classical sense, national piety.
My honorable friend, the member for Anglesey, in the short speech which he made
in support of this proposal, brought up a
matter of detail in regard to the leavetakings. N ow, I beg to remind him that
the circumstances of the despatch of this
contingent are wholly different from those
of the despatch of the first contingent. On
that occasion, the troops were entrained
and taken to the ship's side, practically,
by the train, and the relatives were then
allowed to take leave of them, because it
was not feared that there would be
any great concourse of people. Yet, with
all the precautions that were taken, one
of the men belonging to the contingent
nearly lost his life. As I have said, the
circumstances in this case are wholly different. First of all, the troops are to
march the whole way to the ship's
.side. According to the view of the department, and especially of the Commandant,
it is considered a matter of the gravest
danger to life to allow the pier to be
thronged, as it would be, with a vast
concourse of people. The relatives, how€ver, have two opportunities of paying their sad farewells.
On the Friday they may go on board and remain
till late on that night with those who
are going off to South Africa. Again,
on the Saturday morning, they can,
if they like, pay their farewells; or
they have a further opportunity of doing
'So at the barracks. The Cabinet itself
considered the matter, but it found the
Commandant and the other members of
the Council of Defence most strongly
'against permitting the privilege of the
farewells being paid on the pier on this
occasion.
Mr. McRENzTE.-There is a very strong
sentiment held by parents in favour of
having the last opportunity of saying
good-bye.
Mr. SHIELS.-I can well understand
that. But the honorable member will see
that they aan say their farewells on the
Friday night. They can stop till late that
night on board, and relatives have again
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the opportunity on the Saturday morning
of saying good-bye on the ship itself, because the troops are to pass the Friday
night on board. They will also have the
opportunity, as I have mentioned, of saying good-bye at the barracks. In view of
the necessity of taking every precaution
against overcrowding, and the dangers
which result from it on the wharf, the
Commandant is decidedly against the
relatives being permitted to go on the
pier on this occasion. Now, I do not propose to deal at much further length with
the arguments that have been addressed
against this contingent going. I was
pointing out as we were on the point of
adjourning for dinner that I do not
myself urge it upon the House as an
absolutely vital aid to England. I admit
the difficulties, I see the reverses, and I
have pointed out that this must always be
expected in the big campaigns in which
England engages. I ground this proposal alone, from my point of view, on
the ~mperious duty we owe of national
gratitude and national piety. When I
think of all that the great mother country
has done for us in Victoria, and the sister
colonies of this continent, and all her dependencies - those great dependencies
which cluster as jewels in th,e diadem of
power which graces her brow-I am lost
in wonder, and my heart is thrilled with
emotion. I ask honorable members where,
in the page of history, will you find such
matchless munificence of gifts and aid as
England hfts granted to her colonies ~
'Vhere in the tide of time that has broken
on the shores of eternity, will you
find such a largesse of gifts and aid as
England has showered upon us ~ Sir, as
my honorable friend so feelingly observed,
the motherland stood by our cradle
in infancy, tending, nursing, watching
over us with ceaseless 9are, and, when
we were in the mere swaddling-clothes
of infant nationhood, endowing us
with a great and marvellous continent as
our patrimony, to own and to use as we
liked, stipulating for no material adIn youth, as I
vantage for herself.
heard my honorable friend the member
for Hawthorn say on the last occasionand the remark struck on my imagination
-in youth she directed our faltering
footsteps, she helped us to develop our
immature powers, and then she gave us
the priceless gift of an autonomy, so rich,
so full, so generous as almost to amount to
independence. And in the plenitude of
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her superb magnanimity, what has that she rather takes the gift and the donor to
mother country done? She has allowed bel' breast, mother and child from the
us to treat her manufactures and products glad occasion forging new links of love,
as if they were of foreign origin. In the new chains of binding fealty. Such are
exercise of that great power, perhaps, the sentiments, sir, which move me toindeed, the too full and ungenerous exer~ night, }lnd such are the reasons which I
cise of it, we have ta.xed, we have almost gave my children on the occn.sion of the
Sh\'lt out by prohibitive duties, the' things first contingent going. I was then surshe has made, and upon which her trade prised to bear one of them ask -" What do
and her prosperity depend. She has gone we want putting our spoon ill England's
further. She has allowed us to set at naugb t mustard 1" I told my child that England's
or violate the spirit of the solemn treaty mustard of difficulty and trial and danger
engagements she made with other powers, should be ours; that she had stood by us
notably Oriental powers. She has allowed in youth; that she had been a beneficent
us to shut out from the shores of this mother; that injury to one part of the
continent with which she endowed us her empire was injury to all. I was delighted
own subject races 6f the East. She has beyond measure 'IV hen I heard the loyal
maintained from the hard-earned taxes of sentiments coming from my honorable
ber own people magnificent fleets to patrol friend the member for Warrenheip.
these waters, and to give us immunity Not that we here can accept his polite
from danger, from foreign aggression, and gracious invitation to all to befrom the rapine of the spoiler. She has come members of that great old fait.h
established for -us the pax Britannica of Rome, to which he and so many of
under which we feel ourselves absolutely his and my countrymen cling with
free from aU anxiety, from all apprehen- such passionate devotion. BIJt when I
sion, and can devote our powers to the heard him tell this House, and tell
development of the resources of this con- his countryn.1en in this land, that we
tinent. Days of golden peace have been should put out of sight the embers of
ours since our birth, all because of the 'former fires, I though t he had struck
I say to all Irishmight and the love of the far-off mother in the con~ect note.
her northern seas. And now, when we men-and I know that a number dishave reached man's' estate, when we are sent from the course we are taking, just
about to launch 11 new nation on the waters as I know a number of the Australian
of existence, shall we hang back? Shall natives do also-I say the duty of all
we fumble the base coin in our trousers' Irishmen is to remember that Irish valour
pocket, and ask can we afford it? Or, in and Irish genius, strong Irish thews and
the elegant language used on the previous sinews, have helped, in conjunction with
occasion by the honorable member for Mel- the other nationalities under the British
bourne, shall we ask if the box of alabaster Crown, to rear up the m.ighty fabric of
ointmen t cannot be devoted to better British Empire. By land and sea, and, in
uses? Poor in spirit, ingrates indeed, the peaceful work of colonization, Irishmen
shall we be if we clutch eagerly at all the have joined with Englishmen, Scotchmen,
benefits, contributing nothing in return, and· VV' elshmen, to make the British Emcontent to stand cowardly and selfishly pire what it is to-day-the wonder of the
aloof from England's danger, England's world. Then, in bis language, I ask, shall
trials, reaping where we have not sown, any Irishmen in this colony, or in this
gathering where we have not strawed. Is continent, renounce that great birthright 1
it not our duty, in the language the Shall he abate one jot or one tittle of his
Premier has used, rather to act the part right to share in England's destiny, in
of the loving child, who for its earthly England's powers, and - worthier and
mother, on the birthday, or at Yule- nobler conception-to share in England's
tide, or on New Year's Day, in joyous dangers and England's trials 7 I cannot
reticence stores up some small gift as a better conclude than by echoing the
sou venir of its love and affection 1 Does language of my honorable friend who
that mother need it? Does she con- moved the second reading of this Bill,
sider whether it is worth her while that now is the time for this House to
accepting it ~ Does she not rather accept show a graceful nnanimity. Now is the
it because of the pleasure which it gives time to send •out this small but affecto her offspring ~ Does she repel the tiny tionate aid to England, from a House
hand extending the little gift ~ No, sir, which adds lustre and grace to its gift
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by being unanimous. N ow is the time
for us all-natives, Irishmen, Englishmen, "\Velshmen, and Scotchmen - to
come shoulder to shoulder together to
share the responsibilities and the trials,
as we reap the benefits, of the' mighty
English 1<aj. N ow is the time for us all
to join together; those who dissented before should dissent no longer, but should
lift to their Ii ps the loving cup of patriotislll
and imperia.l fealty, and drink Godspeed
to the troops Australasia is sending to
England's aid-Godspeed' to her generals
and the brave armies they command;
Godspeed and glorious victory to the
empire which it is our duty to maintain,
which it is our duty to defend, and
under w hose benign protection we
have secured the blessings of peace.
Sir, this is my final \vord :-Let this contingent go to the aid of the old country
from a unanimous House, as a souvenir of
Victoria's love, Victoria's gr~titude, and
Victoria's fealty to the mighty empire of
which we form a part.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discussion took place on clause 2, which
was as follows : -
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British Empire in South Africa would be
willing to fight for it anywhere else, but
it would be a mistake to insert the amendment in this Bill, seeing that the necessity
for the Victorian contingent serving elsewhere had not arisen, and that the men
had not been consulted on the questioll_
Mr. McLEAN expressed the hope that
the honorable member would not press the
amendment. The members of the Victorian contingent had only volunteered to
fight in South Africa, and this colony had
only been asked to render assistance there.
At the present juncture it would, to say
the least of it, be unnecessary to go
beyond the scope of the Bill.
Mr. VALE said he did not altogether
agree with the view the Premier had just
expressed. If the sending of military assistance from Victoria was to have any moral
effect, that purpose would have been better
accOluplished by sending 10,000 men
straight off. When the first contingent was
suggested some of the foremost authorities said there was no need to send
men, but that .they should send horses
instead, and on another occasion, when
the highest military authority in Victoria suggested that a reserve should be
formed, he was met by the head of the
Government with a distinct " No." Again,
Notwithstanding anything contained in the
when it was suggested in this Chamber
Victorian Military Contingent Act 1899, in this
Act the expression" Second Victorian Continthat Victoria should offer the services of
gent" means and includes all officers, non-com250 platelayers - railway men used to
missioned officers, and men from time to time
bush work-a deliberate "No" was given;
raised and despatched by the Government of
but that idea was telegraphed home, and a
Victoria after the 1st day of December in the
year 1899 for service with Rer Majesty's
railway force was being formed in the old
regular forces in South Africa.
country which wonld not be so useful as a
Mr. VALE movedforce of railway men who could have been
That the words" and elsewhere" be added
sent from this colony. 'Vas there anybody
to the clause.
in this Chamber who could indicate or preHe said he thought it would be advisable dict what was to be the outcome of the next
to adopt this amendment in view of the fortnight or month 7 They should not tie
present condition 'of affairs.
the hands of the Government. It would
Mr. THEN WITH said he hoped t,he be unwise to preclude the Victorian conamendment, would not be agreed to. tingent from rendering service in any other
Parliament ought not to do anything that part of the empire than South Africa.
was not in perfect faith. They had asked Let them take a test vote on the question.
a number of fellow citizens to volunteer Let them show whether their loyalty was
to serve with the Imperial forces in Sout.h a reality or a ~ham j let them show to the
Africa, which those men had done with a world that ViCltorians were prepared to
readiness that reflected credit on them,. snpport the British Empire in any part of
and which ought to make all Victorians its dominions. He was somewhat astoUJ.~ded
proud. But in a Bill authorizing their at the arguments that had been used. Anybeing sent it would be a mistake to make body would imagine from listening to them
them liable to serve with the Imperial that in tendering the services of these men
forces elsewhere without first giving them Victoria was conferring a favour on the
a voice in the matter. H€ had not any mother country, instead of which the colony
doubt that the same men who had the was sending men to protect the road to and
patriotism and courage to figh t for the from Europe, and from the United States.
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This was a purely racial conflict, in which
Great Britain was called upon to maintain
the supremacy of the British race, and,
judging from the best information to hand,
this affair in South Africa was simply the
first step. Honorable' members ought to
show a little common sense, and not limit
the services of the Victorian contingent
to South Africa.
Mr. ANDERSON remarked that he
hoped the honorable member would not
persist with his amendment. Was it fair
to the contingent already in South Africa
to make them liable to be sent elsewhere
without their having any voice in the
matter or any knowledge of it when they
left these shores ~ (Mr. Peacock-" It
only applies to the second contingent.")
Then was it fair to the second contingent,
who, he presumed, were already sworn to
fight for Her Majesty in South Africa ~ If
the amendment was carried the members
of that contingent would be justified in
refusing to go to Sou t h Africa, because
it would add a condition that they weye
not aware of when they volunteered and
when they took the oath. Honorable
members should consider the effect the
amendment would perhaps have in disorganizing the contingent that had not yet
left the colony. It was a most unfair
amendment. If they carried it they would
be trifling with the liberty and independence of men who had nobly volunteered
to fight for the honour of this colony and
the empire. It would be taking a mean
advantage of the men.
Mr. McKENZIE asked the honorable
member to withdraw the amkndment. It
would only introduce a disturbing element,
and they should carefully avoid anything
of the kind. ·When it was submitted the
amendment seemed to him, at the first
blush, to be a very good proposal, but the
objection raised by the honorable member
for Richmond (Mr. Trel1with) was fatal.
The members of the Victorian contingent
had volunteered for special service in South
Africa, and it would be very unfair to pass
the amendment.
Should circumstances
arise necessitating their transfer to any
other part of the British Empire, Parliament would certainly be called together to
authorize the sending, not only of those
men, but of others. As the members of
the contingent were volunteers, they ought
to be consulted in rega,rd to such n proposal
as that contained in the amendment. It
would be very wrong for the honorable
member to insist on the amendment, and
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very wrong for the committee to adopt it,
because it would enable the Government
to send those volunteers to places were
they had not said they were willing to go.
The action of those men in volunteering
for service in South Africa was something
of which the country ought to be proud.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that the honorable member for Ballarat "Vest (Mr.
Vale) in speaking to the amendment said
it would test the loyalty of the members
of this Chamber, but this proposal to
authorize the sending of these volunteers
to any portion of the empire would not be
·a test of the loyalty of honorable members
or of the men who had volunteered to
serve in the second contingent. He would
urge the honorable member not to press
the amendment, because if trouble arose
in any other part of the empire, it was
evident, from what had transpired that
afternoon, that the Legislative Assembly
would be practically unanimous in sending any necessary assistance, as they, and
he believed the people of the colony, were
with regard to the wisdom of sending the
second contingent to South Africa. If
trou)Jle did arise elsewhere, the men. who
formed the Australian contingents would
be the first to ask to be sent to assist the
British forces wherever the empire was
in danger. The Parliament and people of
Victoria were prepared to send men to
any portion of the empire that was
threatened, if the opportunity waB given
them, no matter what Government might be
in office, or what Parliament in power at
the time. Therefore the honorable mem-'
bel' ought to withdraw the amendment,
and not place honorable members in a
false position. After the appeal that had
been made to him by the Premier, for
w hom the' honorable member acted as
sponsor that afternoon, he trusted that
the honorable member would withdraw
his amendment.
Mr. MURRAY expressed the hope that
the amendment would be persisted in.
He had snch a kindly feeling for th'e honorable member for Ballarat "Vest (Mr.
Vale) that he would like him to experience the sensation of being in a minority of one. However, there was a (rreat
deal of logic in the amendment, not~)ith
standing all that had been said against it,
because he believed that the present war
in South Africa was only the beginning
of our national difficulties, and it would
possibly be followed by other wars which
would be the outcome of the present
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troubles there. Consequently, the amendment was quite logical if honorable members were really earnest in their desire to
assist the mother country. He hoped the
honorable member would not withdraw
the amendment, although he (Mr. Murray)
was not going to support it.
Mr. MADDEN said he did not think
the honorable member for Ballarat ,Vest
(Mr. Vale)had put the case very fairly.
The honorable member said he was going
to test the loyalty of the Legislative Assembly by means of his amendment, but
the honorable member was not testing his
own loyalty by going to the front. He
(Mr. Madden) did not think there was the
slightest objection to the honorable member being sent there or elsewhere, but the
honorable member's proposal, was to seud
somebody else elsewhere, like Artemus
vVard, who was willing to sacrifice all his
wife's relations in the American wa'r.
The amendment was negatived.
On clause 4, appropriating £35,000
from the consolidated revenue for the
equipment, transport, payment, and maintenance of the second Victorian contingent l
Mr. MURRAY asked what was' the
estimated cost of the two contingents 1
He trusted that he was not violating any
parliamentary privilege, 01' displaying ally,
lack of patriotism, in putting this question.
He was aware that the sum of £30,000
was voted to defray the cost of the first
contingent. Would this £35,000 cover
the cost of the second contingent 1 Did
the Premier think the amount was approximately correct?
(Mr. 11cLean-,-," Yes, for six months.") He understood
that £35,000 was the cost of sending the
contingent to South Africa, where it was
to be maintained and subsequently sent
back to the colony at the expense of the
Imperia.l Government.
This £35,000,
he understood, was merely the cost of
equipping and sending the contingent
to South Africa. After they were landed
there' the whole of the expense was
to be borne by the Imperial authorities.
N ow, that was only half a gift from the
colonv of Victoria after all. If it was to
be a f~'ee and generous gift, and one worthy
of the expressed loyalty of this colony,
Victoria should be at the whole cost of the
contingents. However, what he rose to ask
was whether these amounts would be the
total expenditure that this colony would
incur ~ He wished the Treasurer was in
in his place. (Mr. Peacock - "He has
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made his speech and l,'etired from the
chamber.") Perhaps the honorable gentleman was concocting some fresh impromptns. (An Honorable Member-" He
is sitting hard on the Treasury chest.")
'Vho was the constitutional guardian of
the public purse at present ~ He wanted
to know exactly what cost the colony was
being put to. Did the £30,000 cover the
cost of sending the first contingent ~
(Mr. McLean-" Yes, as far as we can
judge it will do all that was expected.")
Some of the money was expended rather
foolishly in a little unnecessary display.
In reading the aecounts of the despatch of
troops from the old country, he concurred
with Lord Roberts that some of the scenes
that occurred there were un worthy of the
people and the army of Great Britain, and
Lord Roberts expressed the hope that they
would not be repeated. This matter of
the cost was not a question of patriotism,
bnt of hard fact, and it was desirable to
pay due regard to economy in the publi,.,
expenditure. He believed the second contingent was to contain about the same
number of troops as the first, which comprised 250. (Mr.J\1cLean-" The second
contingent comprises 262.") Well, that was
only twelvl;! more t.han the first, and why
was an additional £5,000 required? (Mr.
McLean --,- "The second contingent are
all mounted men.") 'fhat was the explanation he wished to elicit. Did the
£30,000 on the previous occasion c~)Ver the
whole, of the expenses ~ (Mr. McLean"Yes.") And would this £35,000 be ample
for the second contingent, considering the
number of the force and the fact that
they were all mounted men ~ (Mr. McLean
- " Yes.") Then they would not have the
Treasurer coming down afterwards and
saying that the sum~ voted were insufficient. There was only one thing he regretted to see in connexion with the war
in South Africa, namely, that the commissariat arrangements had to some extent
failed, and the means of transport been
insufficient. Very grave complaints, he
understood, had been made as to the way
in which our colonial troops were provided
for. 'Vas it not possible, in sending the
second contingent, for this colony to do
something to assist in regard to the commissariat of the colonial troops. From
the description of the bill of fare given by
members of the first contingent, the food
supplied to the troops was of the most
meagre kind. He really believed that the
British prisoners in Pretoria were being
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better fed than the British troops in the
field.
However, cOlllmissariat arrange·
ments might be out~ide of what the
colonial Governments were expected to
assist in.
The Bill, having been gone through,
was reported without amendment.
On the motion of Mr. McLEAN, the
Bill was then read a third time.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACTS
FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
On the motion of Mr. McLEAN, this'
Bill was read a third time.
Mr. McLEAN drew attention to clause
1, which provided, inter alia, that(1) This Act may be cited as the Factories
and Shops Act 1899, and shall be read and con·
strued as one with the Factories and Shops Act
1890 (hereinafter called the principal Act) and
any Acts amending the same,

and movedThat, after the word " same," the words
" and shall come into operation on the 1st day
of February, 1900," be inserted.

Mr.. PE..A.COCK remarked that when
this amendment was circulated it was
expected that, the Bill would be passed
through both Houses of Parliament before
Christmas, and therefore the 1st February, 1900, was fixed as the date when
the new Act should come into operation.
He would suggest that the date be altered
to the 1st March, because otherwise they
would hardly give enough time to another
place to deal with the measure.
Mr. McLEAN.-Very well, I will adopt
your suggestion.
The amendment was amended accordingly.
Mr. GILLIES observed that, as a number of amendments had been circulated,
it would be convenient if the Premier
would now indicate which he proposed to
accept.
Mr. McLEAN stated that the Government proposed to accept all the amendments circula,ted by the late Chief Secretary, with a few verbal alterations. He
would explain the attit.ude of the Government on the other amendments as they
came up for consideration.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH said he had
intended to offer a few observations on
the third reading, but he felt it would be
useless. He ,~'ollld take this opportunity,
however, of expressing a hope that the
Government would see their way to have
the proposed inquiry made before this

Further Amendment Bill.

2883

measure became law. The late Chief
Secretary practically admi tted the necessity for an inquiry, and clause G provided
for the appointment of a Royal comulission for that purpose. N ow, it seemed to
him (Mr. Murray Smith) that that admission carried with it the further admission
that it would be desirable to hold the
inquiry before this measnre came into
operation. He fully recognised the excellent motives which had prompted the late
Chief Secretary to introduce this Bill,. but
surely he must see that if a measure of
experimental legishtion like this was to
be successful it ought to be enacted with
the good-will, so far as that could be
obtained, of both parties to t.he contractthe employers as well as the employed.
N ow, this Bill had been declared by the
employers-and he was sorry the late
Chief Secretary did not pay greater attention to their remonstrances-to be full of
faults and crudities, and even contradictions. They said it would not 'be a success, but would very seriously impair the
industrial resources of the colony. Now,
if there was even a chance of that being
true, it was surely desirable to ascertain
how far those allegations were true before
passing such a measure as this into law.
That could only be done by an honest,
careful, and impal'tialinquiry, which ought
to be held prior to the enactment of this
Bill. If that course was not adopted by
the Assembly the measure would very
likely be delayed in its passage through
another branch of the Legislature, which
mig'he possibly insist on the inquiry being
held before the Bill passed into law. Once
more he would venture to say that it would
be far better for the permanent success of
this legislation if they were meanwhile to
renew the present Factories and Shops
Act for a certain time, and in the interval
carefully examine these new proposals with
a view to ascertain how far they were
likely to injure or bellefit trade, so that
both employers and employed might be
induced to try to put this measure into
practice with good-will, without which he
had very considerable apprehension that it
would prove a failure. If that conrse was
not taken he was afraid that before a very
long time had elapsed the working classes
would see that this measure, instead of
being a success and a benefit to them,
was proving detrimental to their interests.
The amendment, as amended, was
agreed to.
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batteries to be kept going, neither could they do
it if I wished them. Under these circumstances,
3, which provided thatI don't think I am unreasonable in asking you
Section 59 of the Factories and Shops Act to fix an age limit to the £2 lOs. business. These
1896 is hereby repealed and (except the said
men in their best days have earned more. Now
section) the said Act and any enactment amend- they give in themselves they are not equal to
ing the said Act shall continue in full force and hard work, but to my satisfaction and theirs
effect for three years, with provision for inquiry they pull through, and may I hope find successin the meantime,
ful mines, and I would like to keep them employed. Could you not generously fix some age
and movedThey are steady and industrious; the
That the words" with provision for inquiry limit?
miners are satisfied with them, and the old-age
in the meantime" he omitted, and the words pensions
have not come along yet. In my
"from the commencement of this Ad" inserted h umble opinion,
their chief disability lies in no
in lieu thereof.
fault of their own, as they had no option in
rrhe amendment was agreed to.
being introduced into existence about 60 years
Mr. IRVINE proposed the following ago. Our great Creator has allowed us more
freedom, and somehow or othcr has fixed no
new clause : minimum. As my men in question cannot be
\Vithin twelve months after the com- put on, may I request you to consider, and let
mencement of this Act, a Royal commISSIOn it be known that they can come to work withshall be appointed, consisting of members out being considered blacklegs.
of both Houses of Parliament, for the purpose of inquiring into and reporting upon the That letter struck him very much when
operation of the Factories and Shops Acts, he read it. It afforded an example of
, and the effect of the said Acts upon the trades what wonld happen under the system of
and industries to which they apply, and their legislation that the colony was now adopteffect on trade, manufacture, labour, and commerce, and as to the necessity for amendments ing. Mr. Lansell had had men working
in such Acts, and the nature of such amend- for him for years, but now they were old
ments and for snch other purposes as the and not as active as they were formerly.
Gover~lOr in Council may think fit.
rrhey were, however, willing to work to
Mr. CARTER said he saw no reason why the best of their ability and to aec.ept a
the proposed inquiry should be postpotled little less than the minimum rate of wage,
for twelve months. (Mr. Irvine-" r:rhe but under the proposals of the late Chief
clause provides that a commission shall be Secretary it wonld be impossible to employ
appointed within twelve months.") Would them. If Parliament would only pass
it not be better to fix a shorter period 1 some law by which men arriving at 60
(Mr. McLean-" It is intended to appoint years of age could be got rid of with
the commission as soon as practicable.") as little pain to themselves and their
The clause showed that the Government relatives as possible, the difficulty might be
were of opinion that the Factories Act was avoided. (An Honorable Member-" You
not perfect, and that it might ha:e an would not like that.") He would prefer
injuriolls effect upon the trades. If It was that to living in a country where men
admitted that it was desirable to have an \vere prevented from earning their Ii veinquiry, the sooner a commission was ap- lihood simply because they became old.
pointed the better.
He saw no reason Talk about the tyranny of the Boers; the
why they should not substitute three tyranny here was worse. If a commission
months for twelve months. The Minister was to be appointed to inquire into the
of Mit1es had recently visited Bendigo, effect of this legislation, the sooner it was
and had succeeded, to a certain extent, in appointed and evidence taken the better.
settlin<Y the dispute between the engine- 'What virtue was there in twelve months.
driver; and the mine-owners. 'Since then By the time the commission presented its
the following letter, written by Mr. Geo. report most of them would be dead, and
Lansell, of Bendigo, to the executive of very likely the report would be pigeonthe Eno'ine-Drivers' Association, had been holed and forgottell. The honorable mempublish~d in the Bend'igo Advertiser:ber for Hawthorn suggested that the better
Gentlemen -In the moment of your great course would be to re-enact the present
victory re e~gine-drh'ers' wages minimum to law for a year, pending the inq niry. (Mr.
be fixed at £2 lOs., I hope you will be magnanimous. I have had engine-drivers in my employ Tren with-" \-Vhy for a year ~ ") That
who have been willing to work for me for years was what he wal:) asking. He was very
for less than that sum, and would be at work pleased to find that the tribune of the
now, although members. of your union, ~ut people agreed with him for once. He
having lived respectable lIves up to now declme begged to moveto he considered blacklegs. May I most reThat "twelve" be omitted, with a view to
spectfully ask you to consi?er their :p~sition. I
could not put them on mmes l'eqUlrmg many the substitution of "three."

Mr. McLEAN called attention to clause
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Mr, PEACOCK observed that when the
Bill was under discussion on the second
reading the honorable member for Hawthorn moved for the appointment of a
commission to inquire into the operation
of the present Act. Subsequently the
honorable member for Brighton, who believed that factories legislation had done
some good, and who was sympathetic
to it, suggested that after the passing
of this Bill a commission should be appointed. The proposal first was that it
should be appointed within a month.
The late G')vernment, after consideration,
pointed out that it would be unwise to
limit the Governor in Council to that time.
It was verv doubtful whether in a month
they would be able to select suitable persons to act on the commission. (Mr.
Carter-" This is only the appointment of
a commission.") The honorable ~ember
would know from his experience in connexion with commissions that it was not
al ways eas.y to obtain the services of the
most suitable gentlemen. It would take
the Governor in Council some time to approach members in both Chambers and
to make a selection. Difficulties would
inevitably arise. He had no fear that the
Government would delay the matter unduly. No Government would do so after
the expression of opinion that had been
given by the Honse. The honorable member for. Melbourne had pointed out the
very danger which those who opposed the
amendment of the honorable member for
Hawthorn foresaw. The honorable member said that even if a commission were
appointed it \voldd be perhaps years before
it brought its labours to a close. The
argument against the proposal of the
honorable member for Hawthorn was
that it \\'ould have the effect, although
that was not the honorable member's motive, of delaying factories legislat.ion. But
honorable members on both sides were
prepar:d to accept the amendment which
was moved by the honorable member for
Brighton. (Mr. Cart.er - "It would not
take long to appoint a commission.") The
honorable member was a supporter of the
present Government and surely he did not
so soon dist.rust them. (Mr. Carter-" No;
he had sufficient confidence in the Government to believe that, as soon as the Bill
became law, they would take the necessary steps' to have the commission appointed.") Honorable members would
notice that the clause had been elaborated
in the direction suggested by the honorable
Session 1899-1900.-[193]
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member for Jolimont.
The honorable
member was anxious that there should be
a permanent body whose duty it should
be to obtain information with regard to
the effect of this legislation. The late
Government and the present Government
approved of that idea, and the commission
was to be appointed, not only to inquire
into the operation of the Factories and
Shops Acts, ·but also their effect on trade,
manufacture, labour, and commerce. He
would ask the honorable member for Melbourne not to press his amendment.
Mr. TREN)VITH said he agreed with
the honorable member for Melboume that,
as an inquiry was necessary, it should be
undertaken as speedily as possible, but he
differed from him with regard to the time
within which the commission should be
appointed. They would be just as likely
to secure expedition if they made the time
three months as if they made it twelve
11lOnths, "because, after Parliament had
decreed that a commission shollld be appointed, the Government would feel it to
be its dut.y to see that no unnecessary
delay took place. It was advisable that
the Government should have as free a
hand as possible, in order that they might
secure the most suitable persons to act,
so that the commission might be one
which would command the confidence of
Parliament and of the country.
Mr. MOULE remarked that this clause
was the outcome of an amendment which
he submitted. He had a conversation at
the time with the honorable member for
St. Kilda, and he proposed then that the
commission should be appointed within
four weeks. The honorable member
pointed out to him that that would be too
short a time, and twelve months was then
suggested.
Some honorable members
thought that the commission should not
be appointed until the expiration of twelve
months, not to delay the report, but in
order that they might get the ad vantage
of t.he working of the present Bill. That,
however, might defeat the object with
which the inquiry was proposed. It was,
however, stated that the Government had
no intention to delay the appointment.
(Mr. McLean-" It will be made as soon
as pract.icable.") Then there could be no
objection to the clause, and he would suggest to the honorable member for M elbourne that he should withdraw his
amendment.
Mr. MADDEN stated that he did not
think the honorable member for Richmond

28SG

Facto?'ies and Shops Acts

[ASSEMBLY.]

Further Amendment Bill.

(Mr. Trenwith) had quite seen the force information be to members of another place
of the proposal that the present Act if they had no power to deal with the matshould be re-enacted for a period of twelve ter in any effective way ~ He assumed
months, and that in the meantime an . that the Government would be anxious to
inq uil'y should be held.
Under this administer the Act in the public interest.
clause no time was named within which 'Without any reference as to whether that
the report of the commission should be member might or might not be in Parliapresented to Parliament. If, on the other ment at present who might have to adhand, it was provided that the present minister the Act ill the future, he would
Act should be re-enacted' for' twelve say that before any BeW board was.
months, and that an inquiry should be established under the Bill," each House
held in the meantime, there was no doubt of Parliament should ha ve an opporthat the report of the Royal commission tunity of expressing its opinion on the
would be presented before the expiry of subject. (Mr. Cook-" By Bill 7" ) No,
the twelve months. He thought, there- by resolution. (Mr. Peacock-" Suppose
fore, that iIi the interests of the Factories the resolution is adopted by one House,
Acts, which honorable members all desired and not adopted by the other 7 " ) Then
to see put in the best possible form, it the matter must stand still until Parliawould be better to re-en:act the present ment agreed. (Mr. Trenwith-" So that
Act for twelve months, with a view to an you must practically pass an Act of Parliament ~") He did not mean that at all.
inquiry being held.
Mr. CARTER said that, if the Chief 'What he desired to convey to the House,
Secretary' would indorse the statement and to the Minister who would have the
that had been made by the honorable responsibility of working this provision,
member for Clunes, he would withdraw was that he ought to be anxious before he
created a new board,' probably under
his amendment.
Mr. McLEAN stated that he could difficult circumstances and with great
.assure the honorable member that there doubt as to whether it ought to be
would be no unnecessary delay' in the created, to ascertain the opinion of Par.appointment of the commission.
liament, and whether Parliament was
rrhe amendment WllS withdrawn.
willing that the board should be created.
'1'he clause WR,S agreed to.
He believed the Government would be
Formal amendments were made 111 able to pass the Bill wit hout any trouble
rclauses 4, 6, a.nd 15.
if they could leave upon Parlia,ment the
Mr. GILLIES drcw attention to clause responsibility of saying whether new
16, giving the Governor in Council power boards should be established.
(Mr.
to appoint special boards, and providing Cook-" "Why should not the Minister
that a copy of the notice for such appoint- accept the responsibility of it 7 ") He
ment and the reasons therefor should be would ask the honorable member for
laid before both Houses of Parliament. East Bourke Boroughs, with all his exHe stLid that he desired to bring uuder the perience, what was the value of that
:notice of the House again a proposal that responsibility 7 Did not the. honorable
:he thought was of importance, and that m.ember know that the motion for es'was made when the Bill was in committee. tablishing a new board might be carried
'The notice of the appointment of any in the Legislative Assembly by a very
:special board was to be laid before both small majority, through t.he il)fluences
Houses of Parliament.
The question brought to bear by the Government upon
..arose whether either House could t.ake their supporters to support them in the
.any action. Of conrse, the Legislative particular case in question ~ Cases freAssembly could take any action it thought quently arose in which a Government
proper, but no special power was given to pressed its supporters to carry out a
.another place. 'rhe Legislative Council (JazeUe notice, and it might he so in regard
.could take no action that would be ser· to the intentions of the Government to
·wiceable. This clause would vest the establish a new board in connexion with
.Minister with enormous powers with refer- some trade.
The Government were
.ence to the appointment of special boards, anxious to carry this Bill, bqt he believed
:and Parliamellt shollld obtain the fullest they would place a difficulty in the way if
-informati()n possible. A copy of the they did not accept some amendment of
notice was to be sent to each Member of the kind suggested. The a'mendment he
P<uliament, but of what vaille would the suggested was a pmvision that either
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House of Parliament should be able to
record an opinion against the establishment of any particular board.
This
would not inflict any serious injury at
all. It had been contended all throug'h
that no new boards should be established
under any circumstance bef0re an inquiry
was made. But under the Bill as it stood,
within six months fifteen new boards
might be established in different trades.
This legislation was proposed to be carried
without any inquiry, and honorable members were to trust to the futlll'e as to
whether it was 'wise or not. A mistal&
would be made unless an amendment
of the kind he suggested were adopted.
There was no llse in sending this information to both Houses unless it was to be
acted upon by them. The provision was
valuable if it really meant what was contained on the face of it, that important information was to be given to Parliament
and that the information was to be acted
upon b'y both Houses of Parliament.
Mr. TRENvVITH said he would point
out to the honorable member for Toorak
that the reason for the inclusion of this
clause as it stood, rendering it imperative to gi ve notice of the establishment of
any new board, rose out of the objection
that the Chief Secretary might, 'acting on
his own motion, without any knowledge on
the part of anybody else, at his own sweet
will, extend the provisions of this measure
in a way that would be injurious. In order to
get over that it had been de0ided that t,he
Chief Secretary or the Governor in Council
could not act until bot.h Houses of Parliament had had 30 da.ys' notice. The honorable member for Toorak said that was
no use unless some action could come out
of it. Some action could come out of it.
(Mr. Murray Smith-" In one House.")
Action might come through the vigilance
of an honorable member in another
place.
It might happen, although it
was hi~hly improbable that such would
be the case, that the whole of the
members of the Legislative Assembly
might overlook some circumstances in
connexion with a proposed extension,
and the matter might corrie under the
notice of a member in another place,
who then had power to call the attention
of some honorable members of the Legis·
lative Assembly who were in sympathy
with him to it.
Then action could be
taken of an effective character, if there
was any enormity in what had been done;
whilst if thel!e was no enormity no action
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ollght to be taken. (Mr. Gillies-" What
do you mean by an enormity 1") Something which was going to injure the
industries of this country or one of them.
That was the only reason that ought to
operate against the establishment of a
new'board.
It was admitted that legislation of this character was necessary in
connexion with some industries. It was
admitted also that it was difficult to know
how far legislation of this kind should
extend. Some thought it was not desirable in cOllnexion with any industry. But
if the principle was affirmed, as it was in
the present Factories Act, that legislation
of some sort was desirable, and if the
principle of this BiB was affirmed that
that legislation should be extended further
than was provided in this Bill, then the
discretion was left with the Governor in
Council-always and obviously after exhaustive inquiry - to extend the provisions to SOlle industry, or some section of
a tmde, to which the Bill did not at any
given time apply. (Mr. Gillies-"That is
not the provision of the present Bill.") But
in order that Parliament should be fully
seised of what was being done, and that
one House of Parliament should be able
to act effectively to prevent it being done,
surely what was proposed in the Bill was
sufficient in cOl1nexion with legislation
about which there had been a decision.
It would be a monstrous thing if it. were
admitted-and he was assuming for argument's sake that it was admitted-that
this sort of legislation was desirable, and
under certain circumstances that it was
desira hIe to extend it, that all the loss of
time and the discussion and labour of
passing an Act of Pal'lia,rnent should be
necessary in order to extend it. Because
it would be practically necessary to pass
an Act of Parliamellt if both Houses of
Parliament had to act in connexion with
every extension. In that case, if one
House objected to the extension, there
would be a dead-lock until the consent of
both Houses could be secured. There
was sufficient protection in the Bill
against the undue exercise of authority
by the Chief' Secret,ary for the time
being.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH stated that the
weakness of the argument of the honorable member for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith) was apparent in the extravagance
of the suppositions the honorable member
brought forward to bolster it up. The
honorable member had informed the House
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that the other branch of the Legislature
would have some power of interference.
The way it would interfere was that first
some member of another place would
ascertain that no member of the Lower
House had noticed the regulation of the
Governor in Council at all. Then some
member of another place was to ply
some member of the Legislative Assembly
with suggestions, which might enable him
to bring about the amendment or rejection
of what was proposed. The arguments of
the honorable member for Richmond in
favour of the present proposal were weaker
than he (Mr. Murray Smith) had ever
heard him use before, and that Was saying'
a good deal. The honorable member had
also lost the point of the argument used
by the honorable member for TOOl'ak.
This form of inquiry was a very ingenious
answer made by the late Chief Secretary
to the objections of the honorable member
for Toorak. To nse a familiar image, the
late Chief Secretary kept the word of promise to the ear and broke it to the hope;
because, while professing to fall in with
the view that both Houses should have
some power, the honorable member took
great care that in reality the Upper House
should have not.hing to say or to do in the
matter. 'Vas it likely that the other branch
of the Legislature would be satisfied with
this provision 1 In fact, if it were
going to be carried, he would say that
it had better be confined to the Legislative Assembly altogether, and that the
Order in Council should be laid before
the Legislative Assembly only; because,
undoubtedly, it would not be satisfactory
to the other branch of the Legislature to
lay before them this notice, and yet not
allow them any means of iuterference,
except by the process suggested 'by the
honorable member for Richmond. Surely,
however, the matter need not call for an
Act of Parliament. Let the onus of preventing a new board being established be
put upon those who objected t.o it. But
if the matter were to be laid before the
other Chamber, honorable members of
that House were entitled to have some say
in it; and that was the point urged,
without the possibilit.y of successful
answer, by the honorable member for
Toorak.
Mr. IRVINE remarked that he recognised the strength of the arguments of
the honorable member for Toorak and
the honorable member for Hawthorn,
but he would like to point out to them

Further A rnendrnent Bill.

one thing in connexion with the matter.
'rhere were only two ways in which regulations of the kind proposed nnder this
Bill could be marle. One was that they
could be made either by Parliament
directly, or with the approval of Parliament, which was tantamount to making
them by Parliament, and the other way
was that it should be in the discretion of
the Governor in Council to make them.
'When this Bill was being den,lt with
in committee the honorable membor for
r:eoorak moved that the first of those two
~ethods should be adopted-namely, that
the regulations should be made by Parliament. The amendment of the hOllorable
member was that the words "and approved
by both Houses of Parliament;' be added.
'rhat was exactly tantamount to saying
that the regulations must be made by
Parliament. There was no doubt of that,
because if the Governor in Council made
a regulation and brought it before Parliament, and it was required that they should
obtain the approval of Parliament, it was
Parliament that made the regulation, just
as Parliament passed an Act of Parliament. There might be various reasons
for adopting one course or the other, but,
rightly or wrongly, the first course was
adopted, and the amendment of the honorable member for Toorak was rejected by
a majority of 47 to 18. (Mr. Gillies"It might have been 50 to 5 under the
circum~tarLces.")
He was not going to
enter into the merits of one proposal or
the other, but was it desirable at this
stage to raise an amendment that would
create a difficulty ~ (Mr. Gi1lies-" I want
to help you to carry yonr Bill.") Obviously,
under present circumstances, the House
would not consent to the approval of Parliament having to be obtained before one
of these special boards was created. 'l'he
alternative was that the Governor in
Council should have power to create a
board, and under this Bill that power was
hedged with a security that the appointment should be laid before both Houses
of Parliament.
He admitted at once
that that was a very slender security.
He knew how the same thing operated
in regard to any regulations laid before
Parliament. (Mr. Deakin-" It depends
upon the subject; this is a matter that
will have the keenest attention.") It
might have. It was some security against
the absolute unfettered discretion of the
Governor.in Council. (Mr. Mauger-" Is
not that all that is wanted ~") It might
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be all that was ,,,anted. Suppose the
Governor in Council were given the absosolute power to do it there would be an
end of the matter, but there was the
further security under this provision that
if the Legislative Assen:-.bly carried a resolutioll against it the Governor in Council
could not pass the proposed regulation.
Mr. GILLIES.,-If the Legislative Assembly carried a resolution in opposition
to the Order in Council, where would
you be then? If the Assembly thought
proper to interfere with an Order in
Council, you would be bounu to accept it
or retire.
Mr. IRVINE stated that, no doubt, the
weak part of the security was that it gave
a controlling power to the House of Assembly, and did not give an equal COlltrolling power to another place.
He
admitted that; but he thought that there
was no chance of securing the acceptance
of the proposal the honorable member for
TOOl'ak made in committee, to the effect
that the approval of both Houses should
be obtained.
Mr. GILLIES said that he had no intentionof moving an amendment on this point.
He merely drew the attention of the
Government to the position that he
thought they would be faced in another
place with the view he had expressed.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that he had
to confess to a feeling of surprise at the
speech deli vered by the Attorney-General.
The honorable gentleman admitted that
there was a good deal of force in the
argument of the honorable member for
'Toorak and the honorable member for
Hawthorn. Indeed. the Attorney-General
seemed to favour the view presented by
the honorable member for Toorak.
Mr. VVA'l"l'.-No.
Mr. IRYINE.-I said that 1 expressed no
opinion on the subject.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that that was
what he wished the Government to do.
Surely they were not going to sit on the
Treasury bench, and have no views of
their own on a matter of this sort. The
views of the Attorney-General gave him"
the impression that he admitted that there
was force in the views of the honorable
member for TOOl'ale (Mr. Murray Smith"You must admit that yourself.") No, he
did not. If anyone was genuinely sincere
in regard to factory legislation, he c<'lrtainly
would not favour the amendment which the
honorable member for 'roorak wished to

I
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It was a difficulty to bring
see carried.
new trades under the Factories Act, The
question which Parliament and the late
Government had to consider was whether
the new trades were to be specifically included in the sched ule to
the Bill, or whether the proposal now
before the House was to be adopted by
Parliament. The difficulty in regard to
specifically mentioning the trades would be
that it wonld be difficult each session
of Parliament to come before honorable
members and ask for new trades to be
included in which admittedly the sweating evil prevailed.
There were cases
up ,to the time the measure was being
considered by Parliament, and there
would be cases again, in regard" to
which special boards ought to be appointed. They desired to give opportunities for these special boards to be
appointed in cases where it might be
necessary, but at the same time they did
not wish to give the Governor in Council
power, even in recess, to bring a trade
under the operation of a board behind the
back of J:larliament.
Accordingly, pro- .
posals were accepted by the late Government that none of these boards should be
appointed unless Parliament was sitting.
But if the proposal now made by the
honorable' member for Toorak were
adopted, it wo~!ld be saying to the trades
that if any of them demanded to be
brought under the Act the measure
was to be inoperati ve so far as concerned
them. Practically, the measure would
be useless to them altogether.
He
(Mr. Peacock) was surprised to hear the
specches of the honorable member for
r:roorak and the honorable member for
Hawthorn, at whose feet he sat years
ago, and to notice the attitude they now
assumed with regard to Ministerial responsibility. At the time to which he alluded,
they were strong advocates of the theory.
of Ministerial responsibility. He would
have been better pleased, and he was
sure the House would have been, if the
Attorney-General and the Government
had expressed themselves clearly in regard
to this proposal, and gave it no favour at
all. (Mr. I rvine-" I think I expressed
myself unmistakably, if you had listened.")
He did listen. (Mr. Cook-" It was not
too clear.") The Attorney-General was
not clear at all. He (Mr. Peacock) was
recognising the fact that t.he Bill had to
get through in another Chamber; and
what was the attitude likely to be adopted

2890

t

Factories and Shops Acts

[ASSEMBLY.]

Further Amendment Bill.

there towards it when one of Her Majesty's safeguard provided in this clause was
Ministers expressed such an opinion as had sufficient for all practical purposes.
Mr. IRVINE remarked that he desired
been expressed by the Attorney-General ~
(Mr. Irvine-" That is just what I did not to make an explanation. His attitnde had
do.") How could honorable members been distinctly challenged by the honorexpect that the Bill would get through able member for Clunes.
He did say,
another place in the form in which they undoubtedly, that there was a great deal
wished it to do when a Minister had made of force in the argument of the honorable
such a statement as the Attorney-General member for Toorak aDd the honorable
had done in regard to the crux of the Bill ~ member for Hawthorn, and he would say
(Mr. Irvine-" What statement ~") 1'he so again. Those arguments wore entirely,
honorable. gentleman had said that there as he thought., to the effect that the proviwas force in the argument of the honor- sions of this portion of the Bill required
able member for Toorak. In fact, the that regulations for the appointment of a
Attorney-General only sat down when he special board should be laid before both
found that the honorable member for Houses of Parliament involved obtaining
Toorttk was not going to press his amend- the consent and approval of Parliament.
men·t. But the honorable gentleman. left There was a great deal of force in that
the House in doubt as to the attitude argument, bnt he had pointed out that
the Government would have assumed if the House had already reject.ed the prothe honorable member for Toorak had posal in question, and he had asked the
., pressed his amendment. He (Mr. Peacock) honorable member for Toorak not to press
wanted a distinct and clear expression of it again. He now begged to moveopinion from the members of the GovernThat the following proviso be inserted in
ment in cha.rge of the Bill as to the clause 16:In the case of the board for men's and boys'
attitude the Goverument assumed in
regard to this proposal, because it was' clothing, the representatives of the employers
shall consist of three representatives of makers
the crux of the Bill.
That was the of ready-made clothing and two of makers of
purpose for which he rose.
. order clothing, and the rolls for the election of
Mr. McLEAN said he regretted very such respective representatives shall be premuch that his honorable friend the mem- pared and votes given in such manner as may
be prescribed.
ber for Clunes, who sat at the table with
the ostensible purpose of assisting the He said that this amendment was of subGovernment, should have really come there stantial importance. (Mr. Peacock-"We
to try and take hold of the argument have passed it.") Of course, if there was
used by the Attorney-General. The hon- no objection to the amendment he had
(Mr. Murray
Ql'able member for Climes knew perfectly nothing further to say.
well that the Government were supporting Smith-Ie I would like you to explain it.")
his own Bill. It was stated during that As he understood it, there were in t.he
evening, and the honorable member for clothing trade at the present time a com- Clunes knew it perfectly, that the Govern- paratively large number of employers
ment were supporting this clause as it engaged in making what was called order
stood, and it was very unfair of him to clothing, and a comparatively small numtry and make politieal capital out of the ber engaged in making slop clothing. The
remarks of the Attorney-General. (Mr. result was that the small employers who
feacock-" I am doing nothing of the did order business had hitherto overkind.") The only point which the honor- whelmed the makers of slop clothing in
able member for Clunes had seized on in the voting, It was now desired that a fair
the Attorney-General's speech was the one measure of representation should be mainin which the honorable gentleman said tained between the two classes of employers.
that the safeguard now provided was not By this amendment an endeavour was
a veFy complete one.
(Sir George made to meet the case by providing that the
Turner-" He said that he admitted that makers of slop clothing should have three
there was great force in the arguments of representatives, and the makers of order
the honorable member for Toorak.") The clothing two representatives, on the board.
Attorney-General had simply said there
Mr. FINK expressed the hope that the
was force in it from the point of view of late Chief Secretary, the honorable memthose who supported it. (Sir George Tur- ber for Clunes, would explain this amendner·-" He said there was force in it; that ment a little further. The complaint of
was his opinion.") He thought that the the large manufacturers was that not only
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did they get insufficient representation on
the board, but that practically they had
no effective voice at all, because there was
really only one manufacturer on the board.
The consequence was that the same ,,,ages
might be fixed for the making of an article
that would be sold for £2 2s. as for making
an article which would be sold by the
thousand for a. few shillings. To remedy
this, it was suggested that there should be
separate boards for the order trade and
for the wholesale trade. The present
amendment did not carry out that suggestion, but attempted to give a juster representation to both sections of the trade.
It p1ight be that this apportionment was a
just one, and would lead to the proper
working of this particular board, but he
would like the late Chief Secretary to explain how that proportion was arrived at.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH said that the
difficulty as explained to him was
that those tradesl1'len who made clothing
to order paid wages which in many
cases were considerably aboye the minimum wage, so that they had really no
interest in the question of fixing the wages
and did not represent the employers at all
upon that question. It seemed to him that
the difficulty could only be met by appointing two boards.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that the matter
had been correctl.V explained by the Attorney-General. The clothing manufacturers complained that as the law at
present stood, there being a larger number on the roll of order tailors than there
were manufacturers of what was called
slop clothing, the former were completely
out-voted, and that as the interests of the
order trade were entirely different to those
of the slop trade, there was a danger that
the majority of the board would fix a price
approximating to that paid in the order
trade. It was true that the appointment
of two boards had been suggested, but
that would lead to a practical difficulty,
because it would be impossible to tell who
were making order clothing and who were
making slop clothing. After looking carefully into the matter, it was considered
that the present amendment would secure
a fair repre8entation on the board for the
clothing manufacturers. If any sweating
existed it was principally in the slop trade
and not in the order trade.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. IRVINE said he had to move a
number of amendments in clause 16.
They were of some importance. In the
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Bill as introduced there was a provision
that the Governor in Council might nominate the wages board in the case of any
failure or neglect on the part of the employers or employes to appoint a sufficient
number of representatives. In committee
it was decided that in every case an
opportunity should be given to the trade
to elect a board in the first instance, and
that if they did not do so the Governor in
Council should have power to appoint a.
board. The effect of the first of these
amendments was practically to cut down
the provision giving power to the Governor
in Conncil. The other amendments were
mainly consequentia1.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH observed that
these amendments established a very important principle, or rather altered to a
very great extent a previol1s proposition.
If they were carried they might eventually
end in all the members of the special
board being appointed by the Governor in.
Council. (Mr. ])eakin-" 'With the consent of everyone interested.'l) Yes; but·
this placed the power primarily in the·
hands of the Governor in Council. It
would be useless for him to divide the
Honse on the question, but he certainly
entered his protest against any extension
of the powers of the GO"ernor in CounciL
The less the Governor in Council interfered in these q nestions the better.
The amendments were agreed to.
New sub-sections (21) and (22) of clalls&
16 were agreed to.
Mr. IRVINE movEdThat the following sub-section be added to
clause 16:Where any determination has been made by
any special board fixing the proportion of apprentices, and any person thereafter has in
his employ any greater number than the proportion so fixed, such person shall be at liberty
ijo dispense with the services of such apprentices
over the proper number, no.twithstanding any
indentures of apprenticeship or agreement
entered into by him, and shall hy virtue of
this Act thereupon cease to be in any way liable
under any of the covenants or conditions of such
indentures or agreement.
The apprentices
whose services shall be dispensed with shaJl be
those hLst indentured or engaged, and there
shall be repaid to the parent or guardian of any
such apprentice such portion of any premium
paid 011 the indenture or engagement of such apprentice a.s bears the same ratio to the whole
premium paid as the unexpired portion of the
term of apprenticeship bears to the whole term
of apprenticeship.

He said that under the present law every
employer was entitled to have a certain
number of improvers and apprentices.
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The object of this amendment was that
the two classes should be distinguished,
and that an employer should be entitled
to have a certain proportion of improvers
and a certain proportion of apprentices.
Mr. MU HRAY SMITH remarked that
by this sub-section it was proposed that if
an employer had to get rid of a certain
number of apprentices, owing to a reduction in the number of adults employed by
him, he was to be entitled to cancel the
indentures of those apprentices. This
appeared to him to be breaking the law of
the land in a fundamental principle. These
apprentices had an obligation, and they
had a claim. By this amendment it was
proposed that in a certain event that
obligation and that claim should be dis·
regarded, and that the apprentices should
be sent adrift, simply because it happened
that their employer had not a sufficient
number of adult workmen.
Mr. T. SM.ITH observed that he also
would like a little more enlightenment on
this sub-section. It seemed to be very
drastic in its provisions, and to be altogether wrong in its intention. It was
little short of monstrous that any employer should be permitted to break the
indentures of his apprentices except for
bad conduct.
If an employer took a
number of boys or girls into his employ·
meut, and undertook to teach them their
trade, it might be assumed that he did so
with his eyes open; he ought surely not
to be allowed to play dncks an(l drakes
witb the interests of these young
people,
and, after teaching them,
perhaps, the elementary stages of the
trade, to send them away at his own
sweet will, or because his business ,hud
fallen off for a month or two.
It seemed
to him that all through this Bill the
House had been vcry lax indeed in its
proposals as to apprentices. Instead of
endeavouring by every means in their
power to strengthen the tie between the
apprentice and his master, they seemed to
be weakening it. VVhen the Bill was previously under discussion he took occasion
to say that one regretable tendency of the
present day WaS that young people were
not taught their trades as thoroughly
and prolJerly as used to be the case twenty
years ago. It seemed to be -the fashion to
gi \'8 the young people a mere smattering of
a trade, and where the employer could dispense with indentures he generally did
80.
Every young man should be delighted in after life to be able to show by
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his indentures that he had served three,
four, or five years' apprenticeship to the
satisfaction of his employer, and that he
had thoroughly learnt his trade. If the
honorable member for Hawthorn would
move that this sub-section be struck out,
he would he very glad to second it. (Mr.
Murray Smith-" I did not think it would
be of any use.") rrhere was a disposition
to pass all the amendments as printed, and
the whole subject had really become so
complicated that it. was difficult, without
close examination, to grasp the meaning
of aU 'the alterations.
Mr. MADDEN stated that the subsection seemed to be very crudely dm wn
and ill-considered. It provided that where
the services of an apprentice were dispensed with, the parent or guardian should
be entitled to receive back from the employer an amount of the premium paid
proportionate to the time for which the
indentures had still to run. That was
qnite unfair to the employer. As a rule,
a boy was of very little use in the first
year or two of his apprenticeship, but
towards the end of his t.ime he became
more profic:ient, It would not be fair to
the employer to compel him to return, say,
one-fourth of the premium after the boy
had thoroughly learnt his trade.
Mr. PEACOCK said that, under the
existiug law, the boards had power not
only to fix the lowest rate of wages to be
paid in factories, bllt also to fix the proportionate number of apprentices and
improvers to wage-earners. It was then
pointed out that when trade fell off, and a
mannfactnrer was compelled to dispense
\\'ith the services of a number of his
wages hilnds, he would be committing a
breach of the Act. if he retained the old
number of apprentices.
The present
amendment was intended to get over that
difficulty, but it seemed to him that" as the
new sub-section (22) had been adopted, it
would not be necessary to adopt this subsection as well. Although a manufacturer
might have a larger number of apprentices or improvers than the proportion
fixed by the board, he would not be liable
to a prosecntion so long as he could
show that he had that number of apprentices or im provers at a certain period,
bef,)re the determination of the board was
made.
Mr. E. D. 'WILLIAMS remarked that
he was pleased that the honorable member
for Hawthorn had brought this matter
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forward. He had intended to do so him·
self. If the sub·section were carried, it
would do a great injustice to those youths
who had entered into articles of apprentice.
ship in good faith that they would be
taught the trade thoroughly.
Mr. IRVINE said that, after the state·
ment made by the honorable member fo'r
Chmes, he would withdraw the subsection.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. MURRAY SMITH observed that
before leaving clause 16 he would like, by
leave, to refer to sub-section (19). That
sub-section was introd uced at the instance
of the honorable member for Gippsland
North, to make provision for those who by
reason of age or infirmity were unable to
obtain employment at the minimum wage.
It seemed to him that in adopting this
sub-section two alterations were needed.
In the first place, the age or infirmity of
the applicant should be proved to the
satisfactioll, not of the Minister but of the
board. The Miuister was not in a position to have any informat.ion on the subject
except through the board. In the second
place, some provision should also be
made for the naturally slow workman.
At any rate, they should fix an age at
which it should be possible to provide for
them at a less wage than was determined
upon by the special board. He simply
threw this out as a suggestion. He
thought that something should be done,
but he did not inteud to move any amendment.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. IRVINE proposed the following
new clause:(1) If any person desires to dispute the
validity of any determination of any special
board, made or purporting to Jlave been made
under any of the provisions of the Factories and
Shops Acts, it shall be lawflll for such persoll to
apply to the Supreme Court upon affidavit for a
rule calling upon the chief inspector to sbow
cause why such determination should not be
quashed, either wholly or in part, for the illegality thereof; and the said court may make
the said rule absolute, or discharge it, with or
without costs, as to the court shall seem meet,
(2) Every such determination of any special
board shall, unless and until so quashed, have
and be deemed and taken to ha,'e the like force,
validity, and e1fect as if such determination had
been enacted in the Factories and Shops Acts,
and shall not be in any manner liable to be
challenged or disputed; but any such determination may he altered or revoked by any subsequent determination under the Factories and
Shops Acts.

The clause was agreed to.
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Mr. DEAKIN proposed the following
new clause, to take the place of clause
27:Every special board when fixing the lowest
wages, price, or rate to be paid to any person
br persons, or classes of persons, shall also deter·
mine the maximum number of hours per week
for which such lowest price, wages, or rate shall
be payable according to the nature or conditions
of his work; and the wages, price, or rate payable for any shorter time worked shall be not
less than a pro rata amount of such price or
rate, or (as the case may be) shall be not less
than any price or rate specified in the condi·
tions of any suspension by the Minister, or as
expressly provided for by the Factories and
Shops Acts. The board shall also fix a higher
wages, price, or rate than that set forth in the
determination of the board, which shall be paid
to any employe who works for any time in
excess of the maximum number of hours so
fixed.

He stated that the object of the clause
was to meet existing difficulties in regard
to the payment of a fixed rate of wage
where there were different hours and
different conditions of employment. It
would give the special boards a llew power,
which would ellable them to adjust the
rate!:! more accurately, and to deal more
fairly with the different classes of employes.
It was recognised that overtime should be
specially dealt with, and that unless some
standard of hours was fixed the existing
standard of payment was inadequate. The
matter had already been discussed, and it
~vas not necessary that he should again
enlarge upon it.
Mr. COOK said that the clause differed
in two respects from the clause for which
it was to be substituted. In addition to
the wages, prices, or rates to be paid, the
maximum nnmber of hours to be worked
per week might be fixed, and then the
boards might fix a higher rate of wage for
overtime.
Clause '37 was struck out, and the new
clause was agreed to.
Mr. McGREGOR called attention to
clcmse 34, providing that nntil a regulation
was made nnder the provisions of section
36 of the Factories and Shops Act 1896,
as amended, directing that all shops in the
metropolitan district should be closed from
the hour of one o'clock on some specified
afternoon in the week, every shopkeeper
should close his shop at one o'clock on
YVednesday or, Sll,turday of each week.
He begged to move : 'rhat the words "metropolitan district" be
omitted, with a view to the substitution of
"colony. "
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The object of the amendment was to reo
move existing difficulties, and to compel
the shopkeepers generally to close on either
vVednesday or Saturday afternoon.
Mr. J. W. MA SON said he trusted that
the House would not accept the amendment, which would extend the provisions
of the clause from the metropolitan district
to the colony generally. The country districts did not require such a provision, and
it would simply be a cause of inconvenience
to them. Each district had its own halfholiday, and the day that suited one might
not suit allother.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that the
amendment went a little too far. He
knew the difficulty with which the honorable member desired to deal, but it would
be better if the honorable member would
propose to make the clause applicable to
such districts as Ballarat and Bendigothat was, if they desired to have it. The
amendment would have the effect of compelling all shops in the country districts
to close on Olle of two afternoons in the
week. Even if there was only Olle shop in
a small up-country place, it would have to
close, and that might be a cause of much
inconvenience. Notice had been given of
an amendment which would in some respect meet the difficulty the honorable
member desired to have removed, and which
would, he thought, be accepted by the
House. This amendment would, so far as
the Ballarat district was concerned, re-'
strict the shopkeepers to 'Vednesday or
Saturday, whereas Friday had become the
established half-holiday.
Mr. WHEELER said he hoped the
honorable member would withdraw his
amendment.. It would be a very great
mistake to fix arbitrarily two days in the
week on one of which the half-holiday
must be held. The shopkeepers in some
districts had selected Thursday, and in
others Friday. They had an established
day on which they had observed the halfholiday for years, and it would be most
undesirable to interfere with them in the
manner proposed. The honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Gllrl') had given
notice of an amendment that would serve
all purposes. It should be left to the
municipalities to fix the day for the halfholiday.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. GURR proposed the following new
clause :Notwithstanding anything contained in the
F1Lctories and Shops Acts, section 48 of the

F~trther

Amendment Bill.

Factories and Shops Act 1896 shall apply and
is hereby extended to every shire.

He said that his proposal would require
every shopkeeper in every shire to give
his employes a half-h01iday on one day in
the week, but it would not compel him to
close his shop. Inconvenience would be
caused by the closing of the store in any
sparsely-populated district, but it was
only right that the employes should
have a half-holiday.' (Mr. Peacock-" We
will all support that proposal.")
It
would certainly be preferable to the
amendment which the honorable member
for Ballarat East (Mr. McGregor) had proposed.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. GRAY moved-

I

.- That, after suu·section (2) of clause 34, the
following be inserted : The closing time for all shops (except those
mentioned in the 4th schedule) situate within
the metropolitan district shall in every wtek
be as follows :-On Monday and Tuesday, six
o'clock; on Wednesday, Olle o'clock or six
o'clock, whichever of these times is chosen by
the shopkeeper in pursuance of this Act; on
Thursday, six o'clock.
On Friday(a) six o'clock where the closing time on
the preceding 'Veclnesday was one
o'clock;
(b) ten o'clock where the closing time 011
the preceding Wednesday was six
o'clock.
On Saturclay(a) one o'clock where the closing time on
the preceding V\T ednesclay was six
o'clock;
(b) ten o'clock where the closing time on
the preceding V\T eclnesday was one
o'clock; and all such shops shall
close on those days not later than the
hours above mentioned, which shall
be hours after the hour of noon on
each day.

He stated that this proposal was intended
as a new clause, bnt it would come in better as an addition to this clause. Some
honorable members might think the wording complicated, but he had adopted the
exact wording of the clause in the New
South 'Wales Bill, which had becn passed
by both Houses of the Legislature of
that colony, and which would shortly become law in the metropolitan district of
Sydney and in Newcastle.
The New
South 'Vales Bill provided for a half-holiday on either 'Vednesday or Saturday in
the metropolitan district, just as this
Bill provided for a half-holiday on
either "\Vednesday or Saturday in the
metropolitan district of Melbourne. He
thought it only reasonable that the

Factories and Shops Acts

[9 JAN., 1900.]

provision requiring shops to close at six
o'clock on other days, which had been
adopted in New South Wales, should also
be adopted here. No objection had been
offered to it by the shopkeepers of Sydney.
The business requirements of Sydney were
very similar to those of .Melbourne. The
clause would work out in this way: A
shopkeeper who observed the half-holiday
on vVednesday would be permitted to keep
open until ten o'clock on Sat.urday night,
and a shopkeeper who observed the ha1£holiday on Saturday would be permitted
to keep open until late on Friday night.
Under the Bill as it stood at present the
position was a singular one. The shopkeepers had the opt.ion of either vVednesday or Saturday. Those who selected
Wednesday would be able to keep
open late on Saturday, but those who
selected Saturday would not be permitted to keep open late on any night.
He did not think the House desired to
make the conditions unequal. The shopkeepers in the metropolitan dist.rict thought
that they should be allowed to keep open
late on one night. If they were prepared
to close on Saturdays at one o'clock, they
should have the privilege of keeping open,
say on Friday, uutil ten o'clock, and that
was really the whole' object of his amendment.
On other nightB it would be comIf a
pulsory to close at six o'clock.
uniform provision of this kind were
adopted, no objection would be offered
to it by the shopkeepers.
At present
there were anomalies.
In one district
the drapers were empowered t.o keep opeu
until seven o'clock; in another, until halfpast six o'clock; and, in a third, until six
Only a few of the smaller shopo'clock.
keepers in Melbourne kept 'open Ulitil
after seven o'clock, and he had been
assured by numbers of the shopkeepers,
both in the suburbs and in Melbonrne
proper, that they would be prepared to
agree to this proposal if it were made
applicable to the whole of the metropolitan
district.
Mr. ANDERSON stated that the
amendment had been sprnng upon the
Honse. It had only been in circulation
for a couple of days, and he would, therefore, suggest that the consideration of it
should be postponed, ·so as to give the
shopkeepers in the metropolitan district
an opportunity of expressing their opinions
in regard to it. It wonld be far better to
do that than to impose conditions which
The amendment was
would be irksome.
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a drastic one, and it should not be adopt.ed
without the fullest consideration.
Mr. GILLOTT said that he could certainly indorse the request made by his
honorable colleague (Mr. Anderson) that
the amendment should be postponed.
The shopkeepers in the metropolitan area
had not had an opportunity of considering
it. The honorable member for Prahran
might be very well satisfied with it, but
the persons interested should have some
better notice before any such drastic
alteration was made. There were a large
number of shopkeepers in the city of Melbourne who kept open until seven o'clock
during the ordinary week days, and there
were shopkeepers wh'O kept open until
later than ten o'clock on Saturdays. It
was monstrous that such a proposal should
be introduced at. this stage when the
House had already considered and dealt
with the question or the closing of the
shops.
The parties concerned fihould
have an opportunity of expressing their
opinions regarding it.
The honorable
mem bel' for Prahran was not in a posi tioll to
assure the House that the proposal met
with the approval of the sbopkeepcrs in
the metropolitan area. The shopkeepers
were familiar with the provisions already
contained in the Bill. There had been
public meetings regarding them, and those
They
provisions had been agreed to.
were quite content with the proposal th:3t
they should have the option of closing on
either Wednesday or Saturday afternoon;
but the proposal now made was one of great
importance,~ and notice should certainly
have been given of it. rrhe Factories
and Shops Acts wonld not stop where they'
were. There had been many amendments
of them already, and further amendments
would have to be made, so that the honorable member would have an opportuuity
again of submitting his proposal. (Mr.
Gray-" 'Vhen will that be ~") Probably
within the next six months.
This legislation was novel in its character; it was
not founded on the legislation of the old
country, and it was only by practical
experience that the defects it contained
could be discovered.
The consequence
was that the necessity for amendments
frequently arose. Personally, he thought
the amendment seemed to be very fair,
but he was not a shopkeeper, and he desired
to study the interests of the shopkeepers
in dealing with a matter of this kind. Possibly.if the shopkeepers had an opportunity
of expressing their opinions with regard to
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it, they might agree to the amendment.
He knew of his own knowledge that a
large number of shopkeepers in Melbourne
kept open later than six o'clock on five
evenings in the week, and nine or ten
o'clock on Saturdays.
He certainly
thought consideration of this matter
should be adjonrned.
Mr. MAUGER remarked that he was
quite prepared to admit t.he great importance of the amendment proposed by the
honomble member for Prahran, but there
was a great deal more involved in the
amendment than appeared on the surface.
The honorable member for Melbourne East
(Mr. Gillott) had {, stated that the interests of the shopkeepers should be COllsidered and conserved, but there were also
the interests of the shop assistants, who
were far greater in number, and he (Mr.
Mauger) could assure the House that in
Bourke·street, night after night, up till
eight and nine o'clock, young men and
young women-especially young men, who
were not protected-were kept working
through the obstinacy of a few shopkeepers who were determined to keep
Those
open as long as they could.
shopkeepers not
only kept
their
own shops' open, but also compelled
other shopkeepers in self-defence to remain open. If the honorable member
for Prahran could see his way to make
the honr in his proposal seven o'clock,
instead of six, he (Mr. Manger) felt sure
that a larger number of members would
support him, and he would go a long way
towards effecting a very desirable reform.
He would remind honorable members
from country districts that in Ballarat, in
Bendigo, and eyen in some of the suburbs
of Melbourne, no difficulty whatever was
felt by shopkeepers in condllCting their
businesses within reasonable hours, and
this amendment would really only apply
to those shopkeepers who not only punished
their own employes, but compelled other
shopkeepers who had no assistants, or perhaps on ly one or two, to keep open during
ullt'easollable hours. It had been suggested that shopkeepers now possessed the
option-that they could petition; but
honorable members knew that the option
in regard to the half-holiday proved
absolutely abortive, and the option in
regard to closing at seven o'clock also
proved completely abortive. There were
the divisions of the various suburbs, and
there were all kinds of difficulties, with
the result that a number of the worst
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-perhaps
he
should
say
most
thoughtless-shopkeepers held permits,
kept open night after night, and thus did
an immense amount (If injury to the health
and welfare of their assistants and to the
community. Now, surely if it was desirable to al ter the machinery in connexion
with the half-holiday and make that fixed
and unalterable, it was desirable also to
alter the machinery in regard to fixing a
reasonable hour for closing. As there was
no possibility whatever of considering this
matter at a later stage, and in view of the
fact 1.hat there were so many people
deeply interested, he thought it ought
now to be dealt with. He could assure
the honorable fnember for Melbourne East
that uine-tenths of the shopkeepers in his
constituency \"ould welcome any legislation that would place them all on an equal
footing and compel them to close at a
reasonable hour.
Mr. ANDERsoN.-I believe that is so,
but this has been sprung upon them, and
I don't know whether they are aware of
these amendments which are proposed to
be added to the Bill.
Mr. MAUGER observed that he could
assure the honorable member that it was
notamatter that was sprung upon the shopkeepers at all. Whenever a petition had
been taken round, a majority had signed
in fayour of closing, but unfortunately,
owing to the artificial boundaries, the
petitions had failed. He was sure that
nine-tenths of the shopkeepers of East
Melbourne would welcome a change to
make it imperative that shops should close
at se\'en o'clock on ordinary evenings,
keeping opp.n till ten on the night
preceding a holiday ..
Mr. IRVINE said he hoped that the
honorable member who had just spoken
would allow him to offer a word of congratulation for the excellent, practical,
clear, and forcible address the honorable
member had' just treated the House to.
He (Mr. Irv~ne) thought that honorable
members would agree with him that,
hO\\iever their political opinions might
differ, in the honorable member for
Footscray the House had gained an
acquisition. With regard to this amendment, he regretted that the honorable
member for Prabran had brought it forward at this stage. In the first place, he
(Mr. Irvine) was not aware that there was
any general demand for an alteration in
the present law with regard to this portion
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of the £actor~es and shops legislat.ion; and,
even if there were, this proposal, whatever
its merits might be, was of snch far·reaching significance that it ought not to have
been brought forward after the third
reading of the Bill, and especially at the
present stage of the session, when there
was so little time remaining for legislation. It must be remembered that this
Bill had to pass through another place,
and he would say, in answer to those
honorable members who had urged. an
adjournment of the matter, that an
adjournment until the foHowing day
would be practically useless for the purpose ill view, while an adjournment for
several days would have the effect, per·
haps, of imperilling the passage of the Bill
into law this session. Now, the Government
desired to show their bonc'lfide wish to pass
this measure as soon as possible, and to
give another place the fullest opportunity
of considering it and placing it on the
statute-book. (Mr. Deakin-" If he alters
the hour to seven o'clock, won't that do ~ ")
The Government had not had time to consider that proposal, whicl~ involved a great
many considerations. He was sure that
such" a proposal would req uire very careful
deliberation, and he did not think the
Government should be asked to deal with
it at this stage of the measure. He hoped
the honorable meniber would not persist
in his amendment, but that the House
would pass through the Bill that night.,
and send it to another place, so that it
might be passed into law at the earliest
possible moment..
Mr. \VILKINS observed that perhaps
the difficulty would be overcome if the
Government accepted the amendment of
the honorable member for Prahran, and, if
it subsequently should be found that there
was any strong objection to it on the part
of the shopkeepers of the city of Mel·
bourne, it was not then pressed. It was
from the shopkeepers of the city, if any,
that the objection would come. He (Mr.
·Wilkins) did not think himself that there
would be any strong objection, so long as
there was some uniform time for closing.
If, however, the Government would accept the amendment of the honorable
member, and then, if, when the measure
went to another place, it was found that
t.here was any strong objection on the
part of the shopkeepers interested, he (Mr.
'Wilkins), for one, would be quite content
to allow those objections to have force,
so far as the city of Melbourne was
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concerned. He was quite sure, as t.o the
su burban districts, that they would hail
with pleasure the closing of shops at six
o'clock. He felt certain that if the hours
of closing were curtailed, that curtailment
would not mean any loss to the proprietors of the different businesses, so long as
they were all placed on one uniform footing, because the business would be done
whether the shops were closed at six
or kept open till ten. He wvuld ask
the Government to accept the amendment
subject to the condition he had suggested.
The Premier, by shaking his head, seemed
to indicate that that could not be done.
At all events, he (Mr. Wilkins) would ask
that these hours should apply to the trade
of which he had an intimate knowledgethe butchering business. In the first portion of the honorable member's amendment, where it referred to the closing of
"all shops," he would suggest, if nothing
further could be done, that" all butchers' ~
shops" should be substituted, so as to
make a uniform closing time for all
butchers' shops in the metropolitan district.
Mr. RA'VSON stated that he would ask
honorable members to hesitate before accepting the proposal of the honorable member for Prahran. The attitude taken up
by t.he honorable members representing
Melbourne East was a sound one, and it
ought to be remem bered that those honorable members represented the persons who
were most directly interested in this
matter. He had no hesitation in saying
that the amendment ought not to
have l1een moved at this stage of
the Bill, as it was a very important and drastic one, of which' fuller
notice should have been given. The city
shopkeepers were directly affected by the
amendment, and it would be a serious mistake to carry it without giving them proper
notice. He would ask those hOllorable
members who were particularly interested
in the well-being of the poorer classes of
the community-he referred to the labour
members, 'alld other members who sympathized with their views-to recollect that
the shopkeepers who would be really
affected were not the wealthy men who
employed dozens or perhaps hundreds of
people, but the poor struggling mell.
(Mr. Mauger-" Some of the others are
affected." ) He entirely dis!lgreed with
the dictum of the honorable member, and
he had just as much knowledge of the
matter as the honorable memuer had.
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was
really
the
poor
people
in business - the struggling business
people-who employed, in many cases,
no assistants, who would principally be
affected by this proposal. Parliament had
gone a very long way in the direction of
shortening the hours of labour of those
engaged in shops, and he (Mr. Rawson)
quite approved of the proposals in the Bill
as it stood. He thought it was a step in
the right direction to insist on a ha1£holiday in the week, but he would askWas it a wise thing at this stage, after the
third reading of the Bill, to attempt to fix
the hours at which every shop should close 1
He thought it was a mistake to do that,
especially \\,'hen it was well known that the
shops that employed large numbers of
people already closed at six o'clock. Nearly
all the shops in East Melhourne, and in
the city of Melbourne, closed at that hour.
There were, however, some small shops in
• which very few people were employed,
and it would be a great mistake to compel
them to close also at six o'clock. It would
do a very serious iiljury to a class of
people who were least able to protect
themselves, and who had great difficulty
in carrying on even under present
circumstallces. He sincerely hoped that
the amendment would not be insisted
on.
Mr. PEACOCK said the House was in
somewhat of a difficulty over this matter.
He did not think there was one honorable
member but would sympathize with the
proposal if amended as suggested by the
honorable member for Footscray, who
spoke from an intimate knowledge of the
views of the shop assistants, so that honorable members would naturally listen to
his statement as being made with some
degree of authority. He (Mr. Peacock)
felt in a difficulty in connexion with the
matter. He did not like to suggest the
postponement of the clause until the
following day, because that would delay
the passing of the Bill, and he did not
know that they would be able to obtain
any additional information by next day to
help them further forward. Never during
the time he was Chief Secretary did any
request come to him from any quarter of
the kind contained in the amendment.
The first attempt in that direction was
made in the Assembly in the early hours
of a Friday morning, when an amendment
was moved in a somewhat different form
to, provide for the shops closing at six
o'clock. There were twelve votes recorded
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in favour of that proposal,alld twenty-three
against it, the latter honorable members
being actuated by the very same reasons
as ,were actuating them on the present
occasion, namely, the insufficiency of the
information on the subject. He confessed
that he did not know sufficient of the circumstances of the case to offer any definite
opinion, but the metropolitan members
would know the wants of their constituents,
and how the adoption of this proposal
w~uld affect them.
(Mr. Fink-I' "Vould
not this amendment confiidt altogether
with clause 34 1") No j it was intended
to fit in with that clause, but to provide
that in future all the shops in the metropolitan district should close at six o'clock.
The principal Act provided that all shops
throughout the col0uy should close at
seven o'clock, and on Saturday nights at
ten o'elock. 'fhere was power in the 1885
Act for the shopkeepers of a district to
petition the local municipal council as to
the hours of closing, and efforts were put
forward in Melbourne by means of which
the intention of the Legislature was defeated, the City Council at that t.ime being
in thorough sympathy with the desire to
weaken the provisions of the Act. That
was where the trouble had arisen. 'rhe
change proposed in this amendment seemed
to be so drastic that he could not advise
the House to adopt 'it without those interested being first consulted. In legislation of this kind they shou'ld move slowly
and surely, and know what they were
doing.
Mr. FINK stated that if anything was
needed to show the force of the suggestion
of the honorable members for Melbollrne
East that the amendment should be postponed so that the shopkeepers in the
metropolis might be consulted, it was supplied in the cogent observations of the
ex-Chief Secretary. It was quite clear
that if that honorable gentleman, who had
devoted some years to the study of
legislation on this subject, was not in a
position to recommend this amendment,
it required further consideration.
He
understood that every part of this measure represented the views of a considerable section of persons outside, and that,
after a large amount of discllssion had
taken place on each pm;ticular matter, an
agreement had been practically arrived
at. With regard to the closing of shops,
although he was not prepared to say that
the amendment had not got many merits,
it had undoubtedly been sprung on the
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Cham ber, and, if adopted, it would have
been found to have been sprung on the
public. That was not the way to pass
legislation of this kind. In order that
such legislation should be properly
matured it must be discussed by an educated Parliament, and in order that Parliament might be educated on the subjeut
it must have run the gauntlet of discussion by those' interested in it. The
amendment was not sufficitntly recommended by the statement, which was no
doubt correct, that it. was a part of the
early-closing legislation adopted in New
South 'Vales, because it had not been discussed here. Itwasnotrecommended by the
present Government, and the late Chief
Secretary was not in a position to add the
weight of his authority in its favour.
Therefore, the views expressed by the
honorable member for KynetOl'i and the
representatives of Melbourne East should
be received as views that were expressed
with very great authority, alld representing a very large section. of those interested. The case for the withdmwal
of this amendment ,vas so strong that
the amendment should be opposed by
both the Government and the Opposition.
Mr. T. SMITH remarked that they were
discussing two questions-a matter which
had been discussed for years, and which was
well provided for in clau~e 34 of this Bill,
and the proposed amendmellt of the honorable member for Prahran. In the fii'st
case a great deal of consideration had been
given to the subject, while in the' latter
case the proposal had received practically
no consideration at all, and it would come
with a very great deal of surprise upon the
people interested, who ought certainly to
have an opportunity of considering the
amendment before it was dealt with by
Parliament. If, after cOl~sideration, the
proposal that the shops in the metropolitan
district should all close at six, or, as had
been suggested, seven o'clock, was acceptable to the great majorit;y of those in·
terested, the amendment could be inserted
in another place. It might be urged that
the other House was not likely to be liberal
enough to insert such an amendment, but
he would remind honorable members that
when the principal Act was retunled from
another ·place a few years ago, they were
supl'ised to find that the members of another place were prepared to out-Herod
Herod in their liberality in regard to facThat might ba;ppen
tories legislation.
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again, and very likely would, as far as the
closing of shops in the metropolitan district at six 01' seven o'clock was con·
cerned. The proposal for a compulsory
half-holiday, provided for in clause 34,
every 'Wedncsday or Saturday afternoon,
had practically been accepted by the
whole of the metropolitan area, and it got
over a difficulty that had troubled this
Chamber for years and years. It had
been accepted by both employers and employed ever since this Bill was drafted as
a very good W3-Y out of the difficulty, and
if honorable members wanted to see this
Bill dealt with during the present session,
they could not do better than adopt
clause 34 as printed, and send the Bill to
another place at once.
Mr. McLEAN asked the honorable
member for Prahran not to persist in his
amendment, because the House was not
in a position to judge as to its probable
effect.
No reasonable notice of the
amendment had been given to those
concerned, and it wa.s altogether too
drastic a new proposal to add to the
Bill at this late stage.
He thought
it would be recognised all round the
Chamber that if they were ·really sincere in their desire to have the Bill
passed this session they should. give
another place a reasonable time to consider it, alld they could only do that by
passing the measure as quickly as possible
through the Assembly. The honorable
member would have an opportunity
another time to bring in a short Bill
embodying his proposal if it were asked
for by those interested. It might be
a very good thing for all he (Mr.
McLean) knew, but no honorable memo
bel'. could say what its effect would be,
because there had never been any request or agitation for it from those concerned.
Mr. GRAY stated that, with the permission of the House, he would accept the
suggestion of the honorable member for
Footscray, and make the closing hour
seven instead of six o'clock .. LJ niformity
of closing was the main thing desired.
The whole of the grocers of the metropolitan district liow closed at seven o'clock
.,
'
t h e butch ers at SIX
0 clock, a large section
of the drapers at six o'clock, while in
Prahran the majority closed at half-past
six. He begged to move the sub-section
with the alteration of "six" to "seven"
o'clock, and he would divide the House dn
the question.
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The House divided on the amendment
as amendedAyes
18
Noes
55
Majority against 'the amendment

37

AY~:s.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"

Beazley,
Bennett,
Bromley,
Burton,
Cook,
Deakin,
Gray,
Hamilton,
Higgins,
Kerr,

.Mr. Mauger,
" McGregor,
Trenwith,
" J. B. Tucker,
" vVhite,
" ~Tilkins.

'Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
T. Smith.
NOES.

Mr. Anderson,
Brake, .
" Brown,
" Cameron,
" Carter,
" Craven,
Downward,
" Duggan,
" Fink,
" Fonest,
" Foster,
" Gail',
" Gillies,
" Gillott,
Graham,
" Graves,
Grose,
" Gurr,
" J. Harris,
Irvine
.J. A. Isaacs,
" Kennedy,
" Keys,
" K.irton,
Langdon,
" Lawson,
" Madden,
" ,T. W. Mason,

Mr. McArthur,
" McBride,
" McColl,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McLean,
" Morrissey,
Murphy,
" l\iurl'uy,
" O'Neill,
" Outtrim,
" Peacock,
Rawson,
" Russell,
Salmon,
Shiels,
" Staughton,
Taverner,
" Toutcher,
Sir George Turner,
Mr. Turner,
Vale,
" Watt,
vVheeler,
" E. D. Williams,
H. R. vVilliams.
Tellers.
Mr. Moule,
Thomson.

Mr. HIGGINS drew attention to clause
40, which provided, inter alia, as follows:The Governor in Council may, in the manner
prescribed by section 6:3 of the principal Act,
make regulations(a) limiting the total number of hours in
the week during which any persons
may. within any part of Victoria
specified in such regulations, be employed as a clerk, or bookkeeper, or
cashier, or other person engaged in
any office, or as a carrier or carter of
any goods, wares, merchandise, or
materials whatsoever, in connexion
with a factory or work-room, or
shop, or in assisting any such carrier
or carter..

He lllovedThat, after the word" employed" (line 8),
the following words be added "as a hospital
wardsman, or nurse, or,"
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He said that the effect of this amendment,
if carried, would be to allow the Governor
in Couhcil to make regulations under
section 53 of the principal Act limiting the number of hours in a week during
which a person who was employed in any
part of Victoria should work. He held in
his hand a statement made by a hospital
employe whom he thoroughly believed, to
this effect-this man, in a certain hospital,
had to work 81i hours a week, excluding
meal times, in addition to which he had
to be on the premises on reserve for 29
hours, making practically 111 hOllrs out
of the whole 168 hours in the week
during which he had to be on duty. This
was in an institution subsidized by the
Government. He did not propose to ask
the House to lay down any rigid rule as
to how many hours should be worked.
This point could be dealt with by the Government if they thought wise. He might
remir.d the leader of the Opposition that
when he was Premier, two or three years
ago, the subject was brought before him,
and the right honorable gentleman promised, as usual-and he also fulfilled his
promise, as usual-to give it his best attention. He (Mr. Higgins) understood
that the late Premier had promised that he
would withhold the Government subsidy
from those institutions that did not comply with what he deemed reasonable with
regard to the shortening of the hours
during which employes worked. Since
then deputation after deputation had
waited on the late Premier. (Sir George
rrurner-" The hospitals will be glad
to do it if you will pay them more
money so that they may pay the
extra staff required.")
The hospitals
were meant to do charity, and ought not to
rob Peter to pay Paul by compelling
people to work the hours he had mentioned. (Mr. Irvine-" It is a question
of being on duty rather than wodzing.")
In the case he had mentioned there were
81 hours of work, and 29 hours during
which the man was on duty, liable to
be called OI{'t at any moment. He was
told that the institution to which he
referred was not singular in this respect,
and that most of the hospitals of the couutry were carried on in the same way. He
regretted that he had not been able to circulate the amendment because he only received the information as to the matter that
day. Hewould be willing topostponethesubject, except that there was no other chance
of having it dealt with under this Bill. As
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the case appeared, primc'l facie, to be a very
strong one, the Government might consent
to have the amendment inserted in the
Bill, and he would undertake that if
strong represen tations were made by the
hospital authorities against bringing hospitals under these regulations he wouid
be willing to have the matter reconsidered
before the Bill was finally dealt with.
Mr. FINK said he quite realized that
there might be genuine grievances which
were covered by the present amendment.
It would be remembered, however, that
when the Factories Act was being discllssed
on a former occasion, this very matter was
brought up, and it was then pointed out
that, although in most hospitals, particularly the larger ones, the hours of employment varied, and were, in some cases,
inordinately long, still in the best institutions the gross cases mentioned by the
honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Higgins) did not OCCllr. In the Melbourne
Hospital, for instance, where financial
exigencies had compelled the institution to
work its staff for ten hours a day, the staff
recognised that this was necessary, and
arrangements had been made to render the
wori\: as little oppressive as possible. It
had been previously pointed out that the
matter might be met by the Treasurer,
in distributing the charitable vote, imposing a condition that the nurses and
other attendants of the hospitals should
be properly treated.
It seemed to him
(Mr. Fink) that this was a very difficult
subject to legislate about, unless the
House was, at the same time, prepared to largely increase the subsidy
paid to these institntions, in order
to enable them to pay for the larger staff
that this reform would certainly involve.
He did not wish to oppose beneficent
legislation, but it seemed to him they
must be very careful not to inflict a
greater hardship on the charitable institutions of the country than was commensurate with the relief to be afforded.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-This power is
given to the Governor in Council, and he
would not act. until the whole matter had
been investigated.
Mr. FINK remarked that if that were
so, there eould be no harm in giving to the
Governor in Council a power which the
Treasurer might exercise at the present
time.
Mr. McBRIDE expressed the hope that
the Government would not accept the
Session 1899-1900.-[194]
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amendment. If it were adopted it would
be necessary for the Government to
largely increase the subsidy given to the
hospitals.
Most of the country hospitals
already had the greatest trouble in
balancing their finances. The staffs of the
country hospitals did not have the continuous work that fell upon the nurses
and attendants in the larger hospitals in
the metropolis.
Mr. ANDERSON said that there was
no time now to deal with such a question
as that raised by the honorable member
for Geelong (Mr. Higgins). 'rhe committee of management of the Melbourne
Hospital had appointed a sub-committee
to take evidence with regard to the conditions under which the nurses and other
employes worked. 'V-hen the report of
that sub-committee was received the general committee would make various alterations, with the view of improving the
conditions under which the staff ,vorked,
so that there was no necessit.y for Parliament to legislate on the subject so far as
that hospital was concerned.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that no one in
the Chamber would desire to do anything
which would perpetuate the state of
things to which reference had been made
by the honorable member for Geelong
(Mr. Higgins). Some of the difficulties in
the way of adopting the amendment, however, had been pointed out by the h011orable member for Kara Kara, because if
regulations were made on the subject by
the Governor in Council, they must apply
to the whole colony. It \vould be bett~r
if the amendment were withdrawn, and if
the Premier and Treasurer promised to
consider the matter, with the view of
drafting an amendment to be inserted in
the Bill before it left the Legislative
Council.
Mr. HIGGINS ~tated that, under the
circumstances, th8 suggestion made by the
honorable member for Clunes was eminently reasonable, and he would withdraw
the amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. MOULE movedThat, in clause 40, the words" as a clerk or
bookkeeper, or cashier, or other person engaged
in any office" be omitted.

He said that t.his provision was not desired
by the clerks who were affected by it, and
they did not consider that it would be of.
any benefit to them ..

2902

Factories and Shops Acts

[COUNCIL.]

The House divided on the question that
the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the clauseAyes
21
No~

42

Majority for the amendment

21

AYES.

Mr. Beazley,
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Bromley,
Burton,
Cook,
Gray,
Grose,
Gurr,
Hamilton,
Higgins,

"

Kerr,

"

Kirton,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Mauger,
McGregor,
Murphy,
Murray,
Toutcher,
Trenwith,
" J. B. Tucker,
" Watt.
'l'eller8.
Mr. Bailes,
" T. Smith.
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be the most effective guarantee against
the introduction of the disease.
Mr. GRAHAM stated that he would
take immediate steps to give effect to the
suggestion that the honorable member had
made. He recognised .how serious the
consequences would be if the disease
obtained a footing in the colony, and he
would see that every possible precaution
was· adopted.
l'he House adjourned at twenty-four
minutes to twelve o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
,,
"
"
"
"

"

"
"

Anderson,
Brake,
Brown,
Cameron,
Cravell,
Duggan,
Fink,
Forrest,
Gair,
Gillies,
Gillott,
Graham,
J. Harris,
Irvine,
J. A. Isaacs,
Kennedy,
Langdon,
Lawson,
Madden,
J. W. Mason,
McArthur,
McBride,

Mr. McColl,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McLean,
" Morrissey,
" O'Neill,
" Outtrim,
" Peacock,
" Rawson,
" Russell,
" Shiels,
" Staughton,
" Taverner,
Sir George Turner,
Mr. Vale,
" 'Vheeler,
" White,
" E. D. ·Williams,
" H. R. Williams.
Tellers.
Mr. Moule,
" $Turner.

Formal amendments· were made in
clauses 40, 45, and in the schedule.
The Bill was then ordered to be tI:UllSrnitted to the Legislative Council.

Trading Coupons Abolition Bill-Workmen'S Compensation Bill-Departure of the Governor and of the
Second Victorian Military Contingent-The War in
South Africa-Companies (Rules and Orders) BillFactories nnd Shops Acts Further Amendment Bill.

The PHESIDEN'l' took the chair at eighteen
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
TRADING COUPONS ABOLITION
BILL.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD brought
up the report of the select committee on
the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill, and
movedThat the report lie on the table, and, together
with the proceedings of the committee aml
minutes of evidence, be printed.

The motion was agreed to.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOn movedThat the Trading Coupons Abolition Bill be
recommitted to a committee of the whole for
reconsideration on 'Vednesday next.

ANTHRAX.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. KENNEDY said he desired to call
the attention of the Minister of. Agriculture to a report that had appeared in the WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BILL.
newspapers of an outbreak of anthrax. at
Sir HENRY WRIXON said he regretted
Albury. -The matter was of the greatest. that he was not in the House yesterday
importance, and the Government should . evening .. He had an engagement which he
take immediate steps to see that the colony could not evade, or he would have been
was protected. The disease was a most present. He observed that the resumpdestructi ve one, and every precaution tion of the debate on the Workmen's
should be taken to prevent it from crossing Compensation Bill was postponed for a
the Murray into Victoria. This could be fortnight. Had he been present he would
done by arrangements between the stock have respectfully asked the House to
inspectors in Victoria and on the border. postpone it until that evening, so that
If provision was made for the quarantining they might have had the advantage of
of stock for three or four days prior to hearing the views of several honorable
their admission into Victoria, that would members upon it. He was aware. that he
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could not expect the. Bill to become law
.this session, but he- desired now to give
notice of a question 'which he would ask
the Solicitor-General on Tuesday nextWhether, in the event of the Workmen's
Compensation Bill not becoming law this
session, the Government, during the recess,
would give consideration to the subject,
with the view of making the Bill a Government measure.
DEPARTURE OF THE GOVERNOR
AND OF THE SECOND VICTORIAN
MILITARY CONTINGENT.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated tha.t he
had to inform honorable members that the
Government had made arrangements for
the steamer Pateena to leave Port Melbourne on Saturday, l:3th January, on the
occasion of the· departure from the colony
of His Excellency' the Governor and of
the second Victorian military contingent.
Each honorable member would receive an
invitation for himself and for a lady. He
made this announcement now' so that
honorable members who were absent m.ight
see the fact in the press on the following
day, and so get the earliest possible notice
of it.
1'he PRESIDENT. - I may' say, for
the information of the' House, that I will
see that every honorabe member is advised
of the announcement that the SolicitorGeneral has made.
The Hon. C. J. HAM said it would be
advisable for the Solicit.or-General to give
the House some information as to the
means of reaching the Pateena on Saturday. Some of the roads would be closed
during certain hours. On the Qccasion of
the departure of the first Victorian military contingent, cabs ·were provided for
honorable members. They drove as far
as Flinders-street, and then they were
blocked. They had to go back ~nd go
by WRy of Lonsdale-street and Spencerstreet. It would be a disappointment to
honorable members if they found themselves blocked on this occasion and unable
to reach the Pateena.
The Hon.· D. MEL VILLE stated that
he would see that honorable members
.were advised as to the arrangements that
were made for enabling them to reach the
Pateena on Saturday.
THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Sir FREDERICK SAI-tGOOD said that
he desired to call the attention of the

South Africa.
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Minister of Defence to the steps taken in
the old country to place at the disposal of
the public any news received florn the
seat of war. Immediately the War-office
recei ved any informatio'n, it was .telegraphed all over Great Britain, and posted
outside of each telegraph and telephone'
office. In view of the in tense' anxiety
that was felt here ill connexion with the
war, he would venture' to suggest to
the honorable gentleman the desirability
of the Government trying to adopt some
such plan as that. It would, he imagined,
have to be done through the Agent-Gelleral. He would obtain the informatjon
from the "W-ar-office, and would 'select such
portions of it as would be of interest to
the colony. Those portions he would tele~
graph to the colony, and. then it 'would
remain for the Telegraph department to
wire it to all parts of Victoria. The expense would not be great, and it would be
an immense boon to the public generally.
He lleed hardly refer to the immense
strain that was on all of them yesterday,
when they were waiting to know what
was the final result of the attack on
That information was in
Ladysmith.
Melbourne hours before the public got
it.
Of course it was the private property of the press. He was not blaming
the press one iota for withholding it,
except to this extent, that in London, at times when news of importance
came through, the press used to issue
extraordina.ries at once. That might be
done even now. He did feel that under
the peculiar circumstances of this war, and
in view of the fact that a large number
of their own fellow colonists \~:ere taking
part in the war, it was not too much to
ask the Government to see if something
could not be done in the direction he had
indicated.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I thank the
honorable member for his suggestion. It
is eminently desirable that it should be
giveu effect to if possible, and it appears
to me to be practicable. I will inquire into
the matter, and see how far the suggestion
can be carried OUt.
The Hon. G. GODFREY remarked that
during the Crimean war the whole 'of the
newspapers in London immediately on the
receipt of any important news posted it
outside of their offices. The press here
had not adopted that course in connexion
with this war, and he did not know
whether they intended doing so.
He
desired to ask the Minister of Defence if
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he would make arrangements with the
press to post any important news that
was received outside their offices, so· that
it might be made available to the public
as early as possible?
'
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I canllot
interfere with the press, but I will
endeavour to give effect to the suggestion
made by Sir Frederick Sargood. rrhat is
a matter that is fairly within ollr own
province.
The Hon. R. REID remarked that he
would admit that there was a great strain
on the community at the present time,
but honorable members must not be unmindful of the services that were being
rendered to the public by the Victorian
They had read in the newspapers
press.
here telegrams that bad appeared in
.London only twelve hours before. He
supposed that those were really the telegrams that were sent to the vVar-office
and that they were repeated to Australia.
It must not be forgotten that the press
here had in three instances, and at great
expenf;e, sent representatives to the seat
of war so that they might keep the
public well informed as t.o what was
being done.
He did not know that
it was the function of the Government
to attempt, so to speak, to take the wind
out of the sails of the press. (Sir Frederick Sargood-" What I have proposed
would not reduce the circulation of any"of
the newspapers.") He did not suppose
it would, but there were t,vo sides to
everything. 'rhe public were very much
indebted to the press for the enterprising
spirit they had shown, and he did not
think the' Government should do anything to interfere with them or to make
their enterprise unprofitable.
COMPANIES (RULES AND ORDERS)
BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
the Companies Act of 1896 threw upon
liquidators tbe duty of filing certain
accounts and returns. The sections providing for this duty were 139 alld 141.
Section 139 saidIf the winding up of a company is not concluded within one year after its commencement, the liquidator of the company shall, at
such intervals as may be prescribed until the
winding up is concluded, send to the RegistrarGeneral a statement in the prescribed form and
containing the prescribed particulars with respect to the proceedings in and position of the
liquidation.
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Then section 141 provided(1) Every liquidator of a company which is
being wound up shall, at such times as may be
prescribed, send to the Registrar-General an
account of his receipts and payments as such
liquidator, verified by him by a statutory declaration ill the prescribed form.
(2) The account shall be in a prescribed form,
shall be made in duplicate, shall be audited by
an auditor appointed by the court, and shall be
verified by such auditor by a statutory declaration in the prescribed form.

After that Act was passed the liquidators
were advised that it was not their duty to
do anythillg until the forms and times
were prescribed, and he thought that that
was sound advice. The consequence was
that most of the liquidators did nothing.
Some of them wishing to comply as far. as
possible with the Act did prepare accounts.
In some cases they got them audit.ed. Of
cour~e they did not file them, because
there was no form prescribed. In other
cases, the liq uidators went further. They
applied to the court to appoint an auditor
to audit their accounts. In some cases the
application was refused, and in others it was
granted.
In the cases where it was
granted an auditor was appointed by
the court to audit the accounts. Sometimes these accolluts were filed.
'Where
the court did not appoint an auditor, the
accounts were audited by the auditor
authorized under the Companies Act.
That was the state of matters on 26th Sep·
tember of last year, when rules came out
signed by all the Judges of the Supreme
Court. They were gazetted on 26th September, nearly three years after the passing of the Act, but they were dated'
August. In pursuance of the Act., they
were laid on the table of the Honse. He
did not suppose that any honorable member knew that they were laid un the table.
He did not; but after seeing something in
the newspapers on the subject, ho happened to make inquiries, and he then found
that the rules had been laid on the table.
'rhey were then within one day of being
gazetted, so that it was too late to discuss
them, even if one had been disposed so to
do.
On the following day they were
gazetted. The late Attorney!General sent
him some copies of them. He immediately
went over them carefully. He communicated with the la,te Attorney-General, and.
pointed out to him that there were certain
matters not provided for, and other matters
provided for in a way in which they
should not be. He had several interviews
with the honorable gentleman, lasting for
some hours. In addition to that the
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accountants in Melbourne held meetings.
There were several solicitors in attendance
at those meetings, and he was one of them.
The rules were fully discussed and suggestions were made. Those sugge!:!tions were
carried on by him to the late AttorneyGeneral, who was in consultation with
their Honours the Judges of the Supreme
Court with reference to the rules. 'rhey
came to t.he deeision that it was desirable
to in some way modify the rules. On
the 15th of December, 1899, they issued
amended rules. Those amended rules were
laid on the table of the Honse yesterday,
and the object of the Bill was to give immediate effect to them. At the present
time nearly every liquidator was in default. '1'he rules of August, which were
really repealed by these rnles, required the
liquidators to file certain accoun ts, prepared
in a certain W::LY, within a certain time.
That time had gone by, and the reason
why these accounts ,,,ere llot filed was
that it was intimated by the late Attorney"
General that no proceedings wonld be
taken against any liquidator for not complying with those rilles. It was intimated
that they might wait until the new rules
came into operation. Therefore, in the Bill
the House was now asked to pass there was
a provision (clause 5) to the following
effect :-No person shall be liable to any penalty for
making default., before the passing of this Act,
in complying with any of the recluirements of
Division 7 of the Companies Act 1896, in regard to any matter or thing or within any
time or in any manner prescribed by the said
general rules and orders dated the 2nd day
of August, 1899.

He believed that most liquidators were in
default, but some few, he was informed,
had complied with the old rules. Therefore, provision was made that they need
not do the whole thing over again. Clause
4 of this Bill set out thatWhere, before the passing of this Act, any
person has complied ''lith allY of the requirements of Division 7 of the Companies Act
1896, in regard to any matter or thing, or
within any time or in any manner prescribed
by the general rnles and orders made under the
Companies Act 1896 and dated the 2nd day
of August, 1899, such compliance shall be
deemed and taken to he a sufficient compliance
with the said requirements in regard to any
matter or thing or within any time or in any
manner prescribed by any corresponding rule
in the said general rules and orders dated the
15th day of December, 1899.

So that this Bill provided that anyone
who had omitted to do what he should
ha.ve done in regard to the old rules was
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free from liability, and that anyone who
had done what he should have done would
not be required to do it over again. But
those who had not complied would have
to do so in a modified form, under the
new rules. He would point out the chief
alterations made in the amended rules as
compared wit.h the old rules. He wished
honorable members to understand that,
although they might object to some points
in the rules now promulgated, and might
think they were too stringent, and that
too much was required of liquidators,
they must bear in mind that much
less was required by these new
rules than by those that were at present
in force; so that, even if the proposed new rules seemed too stringent, it
was better to pass them than to allow the
present ones to remain in force. Bringing these rules into force would relieve
liq uidators from more stringent rules.
The first chief alteration was in Rule
2, which dealt with official liquidators.
Under the Companies Act of 1890, official
liq nidators were required to leave at
Judge's chambers, at times directed by the
order of the court, certain accounts, and
such accounts had to be passed and verified in the same way as receiver's accounts.
These new rules required official liquidators to prepare accounts, and have them
audited by an auditor appointed by the
Supreme Court, and that had to be done
twice a year. l'he· practice of the court
under the Act of 1890, was to require the
official liquidator to file his accounts twioe
a year. If the old rules remained, and
the new ones came into force, the liquidator would have to do the same thing twice
over. He would have to take his accounts
illto Judge's chambers, and also get
them audited by an auditor, as required
by the court.
'rhe original practice in
England was the same as the Victorian
practice l1l1der the Act of 1890; but
when in England similar rules to these
the House was ~now dealing with wore
passed, the requirements under the
original Companies Act were repealed.
The rules promulgated in Victoria in
August did not repeal them; but Rule 2
of the proposed new rules saidRule 15 and Rules 60 and 61, contained in
the 7th schedule to the Companies Act 1890,
shall, from and after the coming into operation
of these rules, cease to haye effect .or apply to
the winding up of any company wound up
under the order of the court. The rules made
on the 2nd day of Augnst, 1899, are hereby
repealed.
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So that this new rule relieved official
liquidators from doing the work twice
over. That was a benefit. The former
practice was unnecessary, and was one of
the hardships pointed out in connexion
with the old rules. Then the Judges had
provided in the new rules that- .
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
these rules contained, the court may, from time
to time, by special order, and npon snch terms
,and conditions, and the observance of such
requirements (if any), as may be prescribed or
directed (which order may at any time be
. amended, varied, or revoked), either generally,
with respect to the conduct of the winding up
of the company, or, in any particular instance,
dispense with the observance, either in whole
or in part, of any direction or requirement
prescribed by, or contained in, any rule or form
hereunder

That was new. It was not in the original
. rules. It gave power to dispense. rrhen
the original rules provided that the first
accounts to be prepared under the rules
should commence from the beginning of
the liquidation. When the amending Act
came'into force in 1896, there were companies which had gone into liquidation
years before that time. That Act required the filing of these accounts, and
the original rules required that the first
accounts should begin from the beginning
of the winding up, which might have been
ten years back, and that the accounts
should be made up to date. These
amended rules provided:vVhen the statement is in connexion with a
company in course of winding up on the 24th
of December, 1896, the liquidator is not reo
quired to give details of realizH,tion and disbursements respectively prior to that date, but
may state the gross amounts by' inserting in
the first entry in the account as regards realization words to the effect of the following:"Amount realized prior to the 24th of December," and as regards disbursements-" Amount
disbursed prior to the 24th of December, 1896,"
:!letting down the amount in each case in the
appropriate money COIUl~!ll.

So that these accoullts would begin "To
gross realization" up to the time ofthe Act
coming into force, and :' To gross disbursements," and so on. (Mr. Levi-" VVtlY?")
For this reason: 'Vhen the Companies Act
came into force in 1896 there was an Act
in force which covered lig uidations, and
liquidators had to work under it. 'Vhen
the 1896 Act was passed, providing that
the Judges might make rules and that
accounts must be furnished at stated
intervals; it was never contemplated that
the accounts should have to go back for
ten years previously. At allY rate, the
Judges had come to the conclusion that
H on. J. M. Davies.
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this was a reasonable concession, and had
granted it. It was granted at the instigation of the accountants, and he (Mr.
Davies) thought it was a proper thing to
do. Provision was made dealing with
those cases where accounts had been furnished under the Act, but not in a prescribed form. Ofc@urse there was no
prescribed form, 'and liquidators could not
anticipate any :particular form.
(Sir
Frederick Sargood~",But they are to
render accounts 1") Of course every year
there were the accounts which the liquidators had to 1ay .hefore their meetings.
Those, however, were accounts which had
to be filed with • the Hegistrar-General.
Sub-section (5) of Rule 10 providedIn every case where a liquidator has before
the coming into operation of these rules filed
with the Registrar-General a statement which
has be-en audited by an auditor appointed by
the court, and pUTporting to be sent in in
pursuance of the Act, such statement shall for
the period covered thereby be deemed to be in
the prescribed form.

It would be hard if a liquidator who had
endeavoured to comply with the Act, and
had prepared his statement, which had
been audited, because he did not do it in
a particular form should have to do the
work over again. Therefore, there was a
provision that a statement which had
been audited by an auditor appointed by
the court should be a compliance. The
next sub-section of Rule 10 was as
follows : Where before the 1st day of September,
1899, a liquidator has prepared a statement
showing the proceedings and position of the
liquidation, and has had the same audited by a
person qualified to act as an auditor under the
Act, if such statement is verified as hereinafter
provided. and sent in to the Registrar-General
within 30 days after the coming into operation
of these rules, such statement shall for the
period covered thereby be deemed to be in the
prescribed form.

rrhat was to meet the case of those who
did not go to the court and get an auditor
appointed, but who prepared accounts
and had them audited by a proper auditor,
and then distributed them among the
creditors, but had not filed them. Such
liquidators now had to have the accounts
verified by a statutory declaration, and
had to file them within a certain time.
Such liquidators, for the purposes stated,
need not do the work over again. The
rules as originally· framed provided
in both of those matters-the one
for accounts in a certain form and the
other in the shape of receipts and expenditure. Each one had to be prepared
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for six. mouths, and it involved doing the
, work twice over. Section 139 of the Act
provided for one thing and section 141
for another.
(Sir Henry Cuthbert" What rules are you now referring to ~")
He was referring to the Companies Act
1896-to sections 139 and '141. The
rules prepared originally required certain
things to be done under section 139, and
certain other things under section 141.
(Sir Henry Cuthbert-" Were those the
rules passed in September 1") Yes. Practically what had to be done under section
141 was the same as had to be done under
section 139. frhe work had to be done
twice over. There was, ,therefore, a rule
in the new rules providing that where the
liquidator complied with the rules made
under section 139 that should be deemeq.
also a sufficient oompliance with the
other rules that remained under section
141.
Under section 141 what had
to be furnished was 'an accou:nt of
every receipt and every payment.
Under section 139, practically the same
thing had to be done. It was thought
unnecessa,ry that if one was filed the
other should also have to be filed.
Then, under the rules as originally framed,
every reconstructed bank would have had
to comply with the rules. But it must be
remembered that the old bank was still in
liq nidation, and kept on for office purposes.
There was a provision in the amended rules
(Rule 23) as follows : These rules shall not extend to any company
na,med in the first column of the schedule to the
Reconstructed Companies Act 189~, Act No.
1356, in such Act called the "Old Company."

It would put these institutions to great
expense if they had to go on filing accounts
every six months until the old banks were
extinguished, and they would have to do
this for no reason, because the new bank
was virtually the old one, and filed its
balance-sheets e~ery half-year. rrhere
were (1, lot of other little alterations made
by the new rules, but to explain them
all would mean reading half the rules
through. The rules were altered at the
suggestion of the accountan ts: The late
Attorney-General (Mr. 1. A. Isaacs) went
through every alteration himself carefully,
mostly when he (Mr. Davies) was present,
and of course the new rules had all been approved by the Judges. They were infinitely
better than the original rules, which would
be law if these new rules were not made
law. The new rules would become law as
a mat.ter of course after being laid upon
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the table of the House for a certain number of days, and it was very desirable that
they should be made law at once. The
time was running very short within which
liq uidators had to do work under these
rules. Therefore it was thought advisable
to provide thattheyshouldhave immediate
effect as rules. They were being made an
Act of Parliament, but were only being
made la w as l~ules, and could ,still be
repealed or altered' by the Judges in the
same way as the rules made in August
could be repealed or altered.
(Sir Henry
Cuthbert-" W'hen could the rules come
into operation without an Act of Parliament 1") He thought it was tw~lve
sitting days after they were laid on the
table. But there might not be twelve
sitting days in the present session. It
was to be hoped there would not be. If
that condition had to be complied with,
the old rules would remain in force. There
was also some doubt as to the new rules
being signed only by four of the six Judges.
The original rules were signed by the
whole six Judges, and therefore the second
clause of this Bill provided that the power
conferred by section 150 of the Companies
Act 1896 to make general rules" may be
exercised, and shall be deemed to have
been exercisable, by a majority of the
Judges of the Supreme Court." The
third clause merely provided that the
rules should come into operation in the
same way as if all the requirements to
give effect, to rules had been complied
with. He thought there should be no
hesitation whatever on the part of the
House in passing the Bill. Even now
liquidators were required to do too much
and to give too minute details. (Mr.
Levi-" I do not think so.") The honorable member had never been placed in
the difficulty of having to advise liquidators and baYing to deal with cases of
companies whose assets were very small,
and where it seemed very hard to have to
swallow up nearly the whole of them in
clerical experises and solicitors' fees. But
the details required under the::!e rules
were very voluminous, and books had to
be kept of the most special description
with separate columns for nearly every
item. He would have liked to see the rules
simplified to a much greater extent than
they were. (Sir Frederick Sargood"But they are much better than the
existing ones.")
They were a great
deal better than the existing ones,
which in many cases required the work
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to be done twice over without affording
any benefit whatever. Also, the existing
rules did not provide for cases where
people had attempted to do the work.
Under the oid rules work would ha.ye to
be done that had already been done. It
must be remembered that many companies
affected had been wound up sitice the Act
of 1896 came into force.
Sir HENRY WRIXON said he was sure
that there was a general feeling on the
part of the House to read this Bill a
second time as promptly as the SolicitorGeneral desired. He certainly felt indebted to the Solicitor-General for the
ex.ceedingly clear way he had explained a
rather intricate matter. Many honorable
members received these rules only yesterday, and had not had an opportunity of
considering them. Therefore, to a great
extent they had had to depend upon the
Solicitor-General, with the knowledge also
that the late Attorney-General, who was
well qualified, as well ,as the present
Solicitor-General, had gOlle over the rules,
that the Judges had framed them, and
that they had been framed in consultation with the accountants. (Mr. Davies
- " Hardly framed in connexion with
them; they only made suggestions.")
He did not quite follow the distinction,
but he was gratified to know that the
business men did make suggestions which
the legal men availed themselves of. Very
often it was found that the legal men might
be very good in the law, but very bad in
the business. He was glad to hear from
the Solicitor-General that the business men
had been taken into consultation by the
lawyers.
The learned Solicitor-General
might be said to combine in himself both
the business man and the legal man. That
was the reason why he, for one, while not
professing an accurate knowledge of these
rules, intellded to accept them, and to ask
the House to do the same. He only wished
The Solicitor-General
to add one word.
had said he would like to see these rules
simpler than they were now·.
The little
he (Sir Henry \Vrixon) had known of the
snoject induced him most thoroughly to
agree with the honorable .gentleman. The
object of these complicated accounts and
returns Parliament had ordered to be
fUl'Ilished was to prevent fraud, and to
iusure accuracy and h(1l1e!3ty.
But the
whole history of commercial frauds-the
Glasgow Bank fraud, and other casesshowed that the greatest frauds were
carried out with apparently the most
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elaborate and correct accounts.
It was
an assistance to the man who wished to
commit a fraud to have a complex system
of accounts under which he could cover
his fraud. Therefore, he agreed with the
Solicitor-General in wishing to have the
rules simplified, and he joined with the
honorable gentleman in regretting that
they could not be further simplified, because he did not think these voluminous
rules and regulations would be effective in
preventing fraud, whilst they would be
embarrassing to the business man.
He
hoped, however, that the HOllse would
pass them rapidly, and they were indebted
to the Solicitor-General for his lucid exposition of them.
The Hon. G. GODFI-tEY stated that he
thought the proposition to pass this Bill
was one the House could accept. Indeed,
it was more a matter of form than anything else. It substituted rules less complex than the rules liquidators were now
Sir Henry VV rixon seemed to
under.
have fallen into a slight error. These were
not rules in regard to the provisions of
the Companies Acts dealing with frauds,
but were only provisions as to how liquidators were to carryon their work. That
being so the· question of frand did not
arise in any shape or way. (Ml'. Reid"There may be fraud on the part of the
liquidator.") He did not know that there
were any frauds on the part of liquidators.
(Mr. Reid-" Oh, yes, there are.") He had
seen so much of liquidation during the
last few years that the very llame of
liquidator was terrible. 1'he Bill had been
thoroughly and clearly explained by the
Solicitor-General. The subject was a very
complex one, and very technical; and
although it was said that these rules were
more stringent than the Solicitor-General
would desire, yet while the unfortunate
state of liquidation continued to such an
extent in this city he thought that nothing could be too stringent to deal with
those liquidators who had to be dealt
with. Liquidation had been a very serious
thing in Melbourne, and he hoped that
with the passing of these rules the liquidation would SOOIl pass away which had
been continued in Melbourne for so many
years.
1'he Hon. N. LEVI observed that he
was sorry that on the present occasion he
was not prepared to agree with the views
expressed by the three previous speakers.
The House, in his opinion, was entitled to
have a few hours' delay for the purpose of
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considering a document which occupied
so many pages, and was likely to so great
an extent to affect the pockets of the
citizens of this country. Honorable members were all anxious to see the rules and
regulations by which liquidation was
managed, and under whicb assets that
went into liquidation were dealt with, but
to ask them to deal forthwith with this
document, which was ouly laid on the
table the previous evening, was a most unreasonable request. It would be better to
have a few days for consideration. It h~d
been said that it was better toBear the ills we have
Than fly to others that we know not of.

He was pleased with the explanation that
the Solicitor-General had given, and the
Bill on that account was entitled to the
consideration of the House.
Honorable
members had reason to believe that the
Solicitor-General had pllt before them a
correct account of the new rules. The
honorable gentleman, however, had said
that he would like to see much simpler
rules and regulations introduced than
were contained in the present proposal.
He (Mr. Levi) had unfortunately had to
deal with a good many assets in liquidation, and it was an outrage to his mind
that the community who were interested
in these matters should be put to such
expense as was the case.
Under these
circm).1stances, and also having ill view
the fact that there had lately been sitting
a Royal commission on law reform, surely
honorable members had a right to ask
for an opportunity of investigating the
rules beyond the chance they had
already had, so that in the rules Parliament adopted unfortunate creditors
might be benefited as much as possible.
He. respected the opinions of Sir Henry
Wrlxon and the Solicitor-General, but in
a thin Honse of seventeen or eighteen
members, including a number of leftal men
what chance had laymen of dealhlg with
a subject of this kind when the Bill and the
rules had only been circulated tha.t morning, and they'had not had an opportunity
of consulting their professional advisers'?
Provision ought to be made for a thoroughly strir.t investigation of the accounts
of estates in liq ~lidation, and honorable
members should have an oppor1<,unity of
framing, if possible, useful suggestions
that would be approved by the Supreme
~ourt Judges.
Under the circumstances,
Ii:. was not unreasonable to ask f~r the
postponement of this measure until
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He therefore begged to

That the debate be now adjourned.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT seconded the
motion for the adjournment of the debate.
He said there were some important
changes in the Bill as compared with the
measnre which the last Government intended to introduce, and which would not
have included clauses 4 and 5 of this Bill.
Honorable members were entitled to ask
for a little time to look into this nlatter
for themselves. The measure was not
very pressing. Of course he did not second
the motion for the adjournment of the
debate in any spirit of hostilitv to the
Government. He also recognised that the
ex-Attorney-General revised the rules before he submitted t.hem to the Judges,and
had several interviews with gentlemen
who took a very great interest ill the
subject., and who might be regarded
as experts; but, although he (Sir
Henry Cuthbert) was a Law adviser in the
late Government, these rules were never
submitted to him, and therefore he was
not in aposition to give the House his assurance that the rules now introduced would
be an improvement on the former rules.
Between 110\... and Tuesday, however, if
the debate was adjourned, he and other
honorable members would be able to ero
into the rules and judge for themselves ~s
to whcther it was desirable that the Bill
should be passed in its present form and
these new rules adopted. Of conrse they
could not alter the rules, but they could
say whether they approved or disapproved
of them. In all probability the adjournment of the debate until Tuesday next
would facilitate the passing l)f tho Bill.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said the matter
of adjournment was, of course" in the
hands of the House, but he would point
out that these new rules were made bv the
Judges, and if Parliament sat for t\~'elve
days they would have the force of law,
unless this House passed an address to
annul them, which he was snre the Council
would not do. All they asked was that
liquidators should be relieved from certain
difficulties as soon as possible, so as to
enable t hem to have time to do their work
properly. Before the 1st of February
they had to file their accounts for three
years past, so that there was good reason
for urging the House to pass the Bill
·without delay. But for the change of
Government this Bill would have "been
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submitted last December. At present
there were similar rules in force, but with
inj lIstice and difficulties in them. If the
ex-Solicitor-General had called attention
to the fact that the new rules under
the Companies Act were being laid on
the table at the time they were received
in this Chamber honorable members could
have looked into them before now. (Mr.
C. J. Ham-I' Were they circulated at
all ? ") No, merely laid on the table of
the House. (Mr. Reid-" Without aunouncement ~ ") No; the Clerk in the
usual way announced that he had received
certain papers for presentation to the
House, pursuant to various Acts of Parliament,and that was all his duty. Nothing
was to be gained by adjouruing the debate
until Tuesday, because the rules could not
be altered. (Sir Henry Cuthbert-" But
we are legislating in the dark.") He had
explained the Bill pretty well. It gave
the new rules the effect of la.w a little
earlier than they would come into force
in the ordinary way, and it also relieved
liq uidators from the default they made in
not complying with the other rules. The
ex-Attorney-General promised him personally that no liquidator would be dealt
with for not complying with the other rules.
Next week the Council would have all its
time occupied with other business, and he
would, therefore, be glad if the Bill was
passed at the present sitting.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOODstated that
after the explanation of the SolicitorGeneral he was quite prepared to accept
the Bill, and recommend honorable members to pass it.. The new rules were undoubtedly a considerable improvement on
the existing rules, although they might
not contain as great improvements as some
honorable members would like to see in
them. If they adopted the suggestion of
Mr. Levi that they should wait until the
report of the Law Reform Commissian
bore fruit they might have to wait until
the Greek Kalends. If they waited for
twelve days the new rules would become
law without any legislation. The object
of this Bill was to enable the rules to· be
brought into operation at once, and to remove some irregularities that had arisen
through ditference of opinion as to the
existing rules and the requirements of the
law. This Bill would remove all q uestiolls
as to the legality of what had been done
under the rules. As to the old accounts, the
Solicitor-General had explained that they
had to be filed. Nobody wanted tc!) see
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estates in liquidation put to enormOllS
unnecessary expense.
He agreed with
Sir Henry "Vrixon that the multiplication
of figures was the very best way of befogging every body. The honorable gentleman was perfectly right in saying"Multiply your figures, and you multiply
the means of fraud." The new rules had,
to his knowledge, for months past, been
under the consideration of the late Attorney-General and the present SolicitorGeneral, as well as several experts.
As
men of ordinary common sense they
should take all they could get, and as
quickly as they could get it, in the way· of
improved rules under the Companies Act.
The Hon. R. REID expressed the opinion that the request for tUe adjournment
of the debate was not an unreasonable
one. Although he was fully in accord
with most of what had fallen from the
Solicitor-General, he would point out that
several legal members were absent, including Mr. Wynne, who had a great deal
to do with the framing of the Companies
Act. The Bill covering the new rules
was only circulated that morning. (Mr.
Davies-" You canllot amend any of these
"rules.") He knew that. Many liquidations had been entered upon for the oppression of poor shrtreholders, and liquidators
had spent money in foolish ways. He did
not want to suddenly agree to legislation
that would enable men to escape the just
cOllseq uences of neglecting their duties.
The legal members of the House were
entitled to a brief postponement of the
matter, in order to investigate the rules
and consider the Bill.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said he
hoped the House would agree to the
second reading of the Bill, and not adjourn
the debate, because no object was to be
gained by postponing the measure. They
could not make any amendment in the
rules, which would come into force in a
very few days without any legislation at
all. In the interests of the public generally, the House ought to pass the measure
at once.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was negatived.
The motion for the second reading of
the Bill was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 2, providing thatThe power conferred by section 150- of the
Compctnies Act 1896 upon the Supreme Court to
make general rules or orders may be exercised,
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·a.nd shall be deemed to. have been exercisable,
by a majority of the J ndges of the Supreme
Court,

The Hon. N. LEVI movedTha·t progress· be reported.
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He would be sorry to imagine for a
moment that the late Attorney-General
would relieve any liquidator from any
responsibility he had incurred for wrongdoing, and he had not made any statement that would bear that construction .
His only desire was that honorable members should have an opportunity of ascertaining whether the Bill contained any
provision that was undesirable in the
interests of a large number of people who,
unfortunately, were interested in the
companies now in liquidation.
The Hon. G. GODFREY remarked that
Mr. Levi was certainly under a misapprehension. This Bill merely validated the
rules already in existence, and made them
come into force on 1st January. It would
not relieve liquidators from any responsibility, or open the door to fraud of any
kind on their part. They would still be
req uired to file the accounts for which
provision was made in the existing rules.
There was nothing in the measure that
would be of the slightest benefit to liquidators so far as any evasion of the law was
concerned. There seemed to him to be no
reason why the passa.ge of the Bill should
be delayed.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD observed
that there could be no objection to passing
clauses 2 and 3.
The Hon. N. LEVI said he would withdraw his motion to report progress.
Clauses 2 and 3 were agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 4, which
was as follows:-

. He remarked that he had one or two important matters
bring before the committee, but was not prepared to do· so on
the present occasion. Tohe more he studied
the question the more he was convinced
that wrong would be perpetrated by relieving certain liquidators of responsibility
in the way proposed in this Bill. Although
honorable members could not alter the
rules, they could alter the Bill, and they
ought to have time to c,onsider whether
any amendments were necessary. He represented a huge constituency, many
persons in which had suffered largely
through concerns getting into liquidators'
hands, and he felt that honorable members ought to be satisfied that they were
not doing wrong in passing the Bill before
giving it their approval.
Sir HENRY vVRIXON observed that,
while he would like to have the benefit of
the ex-Solicitor-General's opinion on this
question, he felt that Mr. Levi was labouring under a misapprehension.
They
could not alter the rules. (Mr. Levi-" I
said we cannot alter the rules, but we can
'amend the Bil1.") The honorable member
did not indicate any alteration he desired
in the Bill, but he had stated that it
would be most unjust to remove any
liquidator from any responsibility he had
incurred. In that opinion he thoroughly
concurred. Any malversation should be
vVhere before the passing of this Act any
eompletely exposed aud dealt with in person has complied with any of the requirethe proper way. But did the honorable ments of Di\'ision 7 of the Companies Act
1896 inregard to any matter or thing, or within
member think that the late Attorney- any time or in any manner prescribed by the
General would be a party to relieving general rules and orders made under the Comliquidators of any such responsibility? panies Act 1896, and dated the 2nd day of
From all he had known of the honorable August, ] 899, such compliance shall be deemed
and taken to be a sufficient compliance with the
gentleman, he was certainly not. likely to said
requirements in regard to any matter or
be led in that direction, but more pro- thing, or within any time 01' in any manner
bably in the direction of being particularly . prescribed by any corresponding rule in the
severe. Moreover, the Judges had con- said general rules and orders dated the 15th
sidered the new rules, and it was not to day of December, 1899.
be supposed that they would desire to
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD remarked
relieve liquidators of responsibilities. Un- that if this clause or the one which
less there was good reason for postponing followed it would have the effect, either
the measure, honorable members ought to directly or indirectly, which Mr. Levi had
proceed with it and pass it at t.he present indicated, he would support him in his
sitting.
proposal to postpone the Bill; but he
The Hon. N. LEVI remarked that he (Sir Frederick Sargood) failed to see anydid not want to be misinterpreted. He thing in these clauses which would relieve
had nothing to say against the rules at the liq uidators of any responsibility resting
present time, bnt he desired the further upon them at the present time. Under
consideration of the Bill to be postponed. the existing rules certain duties were

to
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required to be performed by liquidators,
and all that this clause provided was that,
where a liquidator had performed those
duties already, he should not be ea'}led
upon to do the same work over again
under the new rules. Surely there could
be no objection to that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT observed
that neither this clanse nor clause 5 waR
in the Bill as drafted by the late AttorneyGeneral. The measure had only been
distributed amongst honorable members
an hour or two before, and it was only
reasonable that they should have an
opportunity of considering the effect of
these new provisions. There seemed no
reason why the Bill should be rushed
through all its stages that evening, and it
was most undesirable to create such a precedent. 'What wonld become of the position of the COllllcil as the Ho.use of Review,
if a Bill which was not of any great
urgency was to be rushed through all
its stages in one night, before honorable
members had any opportunity of studying
the questions invol ved ? The effect of
such a precedent could ouly be to lower
the estimation in which the Council was
held by the public. It was' only at the
very end of a session that the standing
orders were suspended, and Bills were
rushed through with such haste. He had
already urged that the Solicitor-General
should be content with the second reading
of the Bill, and he would sav no more
except that if such a precedent \vere established now it would not work well in the
future.
rfhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was
very interesting to watch the difference in
the demeanour of the late Solicitor-General
in office and out of office. It would be
remembered that the House had been
asked to meet that evening for' the express
purpose of dealing with this Bill. It was
a measure of five clauses, which anyone
could read and understand within an
hOLll', and the majority of people
in a quarter of nn hour. Yet they were
told it was unreasonable to pass the Bill
that night, and that it would lower the
reputation of the Council. He was surprised to hear such words from the lips of
the late Solicitor-General. The measure
had been prepared by the honorable gen·
tIeman's own colleague with reference to
rules that were revised by that collea!!uc,
and if the ex-Solicitol'-General had taken
the interest in the question which he
should have done, he would have known
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all about it at the time when the rules
were being dealt with. He (Mr. Davies)
was not, at that time, burdened with any
official responsibility in the matter, but,
nevertheless, he took an interest in the
rules, and 'co'nsnltecl the late AttorneyGeneral with reference to the provisions of
clauses 4 and 5. Clause 4 merely provided that if any person had complied with
the repealed rilles, he need not do the
same thing under the new rules. That
was surely not ulJreasonable. The reason
why these clauses were not contained in
the Bill as it was drawn by the late
Attorney-General was that at that time
there was no default. Liquidators had to
file their accoUllts wi thin a certain time,
and at the time the Bill was drawn it was
expected that the amended rules would
become law before that time arrived.
It
was because of the delay in giving
effect to these rules that it had become
The
necessary to insert these clauses.
late Attorney-General, on more than one
occasion, gave him (Mr. Davies) his abso-lute promise that any liquidator could with
safety neglect to comply wit.h the rules
then in force, because no proceedings
could be taken without. his sanction, and
he would not give that sanction. The
honorable gentleman added tha,t it would
be better for liquidators to wait until the
amended rules came iuto operation before
filing their accounts. If these clauses
were not passed the result would be that
those liquidators who had relied upon the
promise given by the late AttorneyGeneral \vould not be indemnified. He
(Mr. Davies) wished to emphasize the fact
that the Council was asked to meet that
evening for the express purpose of passing
this Bill, in order that they might proceed
with other work next week. ~rhere would
be plenty of work to do then jf they were
not to have a great rush at the end of the
session.
Sir ARTHUH SNOvVDEN remarked
that it was true the Solicitor-General had
asked the House to meet t bat evening- to
consider this Bill, but it did not follow
that honorable members were bonnd to
pass it. It was an important measure,
and had onlv been before them for a few
hours. Th~re could be no objection to
clauses 2 and 3, but clauses 4 and 5 dealt
with a very different matter. His own
objections were directed chiefly against
clause 5.
The Hon. G. GODFREY observed that
Sir Henry Cuthbert had spoken of clause
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4 as embodying new matter. All he (Mr.
Godfrey) could say was that the clause
was common sense. There was really
nothing in it to which objection could be
taken. It merely provided that where
the liquidator had filed accouuts under
the prt~ceding rules, he should not be
required to go to the trouble, expense,
and annoyance of doing it over again.
He was surprised that legal gentlemen
should see the slightest cause for delay in
the passing of the Bill.
The Hon. N. LEV[ said he must again
express his wish that the Bill should be
postponed. . Honorable members had
only to remember what occurred some,
eight or nine years ago, when a Bill
affecting companies in liquidation was
rushed through in the same manner,
to see the danger of snch a course.
The Council could make no alteration in
the rules themselves, but they could alter
the Bill. At the present time he had in
his possession several cheques from liquidators for dividends of 3d., 4d., or 6d.,
and each cheq ne actually bore a 2s. 6d.
If matters of that kind were
stamp.
taken iato consideration, they might be
dealt with in connexion with this measure.
The Council had not met that evening
for the purpose of dealing with this Bill
only, for they had been told that the
Factories Bill would be received from the
Assembly, and would be read a first time
that evening. He felt it to be his duty,
in the interests of his constituents, to
prevent the Bill now before them from
passing through all its stages that night.
The Hon. S. 'V. COOKE expressed the
opinion that Sir Henry Cuthbert and Mr.
Levi should tell the committee what their
objections to these clauses really were.
Unless there was some doubt as to their
meaning, there was no reason whatever
why the passing' of the Bill should be delayed. He quite concurred that it was
unwise to rush measures through the
House when they really required consideration, but the clause now before the
committee was quite clear.
The Hon. T. DO"WLING said that the
Bill seemed to him so plain that anyone
who ran might read it.
There seemed
no reason why the measure should not be
put through all its stages that night.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG observed
that honorable members had been asked
to meet that afternoon in order to consider the Bill, and he failed to see that
anything could be gained by postponing
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it. The Solicitor-General had explained
its provisions very clearly.
The clause was agreed to.
On clause 5, which was as follows : No person shall be liable to any penalty for
making default before the passing of this Act
in complying with any of the requirements of
Division 7 of the Companies Act 1896 in regard
to any matter or thing, or within any time or in
any manner prescribed by the said general rules
and orders dated the 2nd day of August, 1899,

Sir ARTHUR SNO'VDEN said tha~
this clause absolutely overrode the rules,
and would operate as a dean release or
exoneration of all persons not comrlying
with the provisions of the Companies Act
1896. To get over this difficulty and to,
remove allY doubt, he begged to moveThat the following be added to the clause : Provided that such persons shall comply with
the said rules of the 15th December, 1899, by
or before the 1st day of February next.

The addition of these words could not
possibly do any harm, and would make it
perfectly clear that defaulters under the
existing rules would not be exonerated
from compliance with the new rules.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that
this clanse only exonerated liquidators for
non-compliance with the rules of the
2nd August, 1899. 1'he llew rules would
now come into force, and under those
rules the liquidators would be required to
file accounts. The first of those accounts
was to be filed before the 1st February.
The clause as it stood could not be taken
by anyone as exempting him from complying with the rules of the 15th December. Another objection to the amendment
was that it would require persons to
comply with all the rules before the 1st
February.
'rbis was an impossibility,
because the work required by the rules to
be done was cont.inuous.
'1'he Hon. G. GODFREY expressed the
opinion that Sir Arthur Snowden was not
serious in moving this amendment.
The
honorable and learned member could not
expect the committee to add words to the
clause which would make it an absurdity.
The Hon. N. LEVI observed that there
was a difference of opinion even among
the legal members as to the effect of the
clause.
There was no doubt that this
Bill would nverride the rules. (Sir Henry
Cuthbert-" Yes; it is later, and therefore overrides the rules.") He was fightiilg for a short delay, in order that he
might have time to consult his own professional adviser outside, in the interests
of a huge constituency who were largely

