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Tuesday,7 April 1987
The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. A. Mackenzie) took the chair at 3.3 p.m. and read the
prayer.

NEW MEMBER
The PRESIDENT announced that he had received a return to the writ he had issued
for the election of a member to serve for the Central Highlands Province, showing that
Mrs Marie Therese Tehan had been elected.
Mrs Tehan was introduced and sworn.

SHOP TRADING BILL
This Bill was received from the Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon. D. R. WHITE
(Minister for Health), was read a first time.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

UNION REPRESENTATIVES ON PUBLIC HOSPITAL BOARDS
OF MANAGEMENT
The Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (East Yarra Province)-Does the Minister for Health intend
to use his powers under existing legislation to appoint union representatives to public
hospital boards of management?
The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-The Government does have a policy in
this area and amendments have been made to the Health Act to provide for a thirteenth
position on all hospital boards. Extensive discussions have taken place with employee
groups and professional groups and associations and it has been determined, by mutual
agreement, that the thirteenth position on hospital boards will be filled by a person elected
by and from members of staff.
The Government looks forward to steps being taken to implement that policy later this
year. It does have a policy in this area and will implement it.

FOREST INDUSTRY IN EAST GIPPSLAND
The Hon. D. M. EVANS (North Eastern Province)-Can the Minister for Conservation,
Forests and Lands inform the House why the Government continues to create an
environmental hazard, losing employment opportunities and wasting $6 to $7 million
each year in log royalties and up to $50 million to $60 million each year in export revenue,
by refusing to allow forest residues in east Gippsland to be used in an integrated harvesting
operation?
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-The
Government is not continuing to waste forest resources. The greatest waster of forest
resources was the previous Liberal Government, which did not have a timber industry
strategy. The previous Government wasted forest resources in east Gippsland to such an
extent that if forests had continued to be cut at that rate there would not have been a
timber industry in east Gippsland in the year 2000.
If the honourable member wants to discuss the waste of forest resources, he should
indicate what the Liberal Government did to the timber industry when it was in power.
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The Government has developed a timber industry strategy which values the forest
resources in a financial and environmental sense. Honourable members are well aware
that integrated harvesting is a major community issue. The Government has addressed
that issue by insisting that the Victorian timber industry remains a saw log driven industry.
It does not want the sorry story of the Tasmanian timber industry repeated in Victoria.
The timber industry strategy introduced the value adding system, which will ensure that
timber is used to its best capability. A pilot project will be introduced in east Gippsland as
a trial of integrated harvesting after an environment effects statement is prepared. If the
trial succeeds economically and environmentally, we will proceed; if it does not, we will
not proceed.

INTERSTATE MILK SALES
The Hon. L. A. McARTHUR (Nunawading Province)-Will the Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Affairs inform the House of whether he has any knowledge of the intention of a
northern Victorian milk processor to market milk in the Sydney area?
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-I shall make a
significant reply to Mr McArthur's question because of the intention of Midland Milk Pty
Ltd in Shepparton to sell milk on the Sydney market. As honourable members understand,
that is an unusual circumstance because there has been what one might call a gentleman's
agreement not to sell market milk interstate.
The ~ompany has for some time been involved in court action in the Supreme Court of
New South Wales. The company claims that this has clarified its legal position. The
company won the court action because the court sustained section 92 of the Constitution,
which allows free trade between the States.
The Victorian Dairy Industry Authority warned me about the matter. It has negotiated
with Midland Milk Pty Ltd to supply milk to the company at 12 cents a litf(~ discount off
the normal price for processors' market milk, which is the price at which it has been
supplying UHT milk that is sold interstate. That is how the authority established the
figure.
I believe the VDIA has acted responsibly in taking that course of action. It ensures that
the benefits from any sales will flow through to the VDIA pool, the whole milk pool in
Victoria, rather than simply to those who supply to Midland Milk Pty Ltd at the moment.
The authority'S action will also stabilise pnces by putting a floor in the market. United
Dairyfarmers of Victoria have indicated strong support for this move. In discussions in
New South Wales over the weekend the Chairman of the Victorian Dairy Industry
Authority, Mr Saulwick, and Mr Jim Sa.unders of United Dairyfarmers of Victoria discussed
the matter with their counterparts in that State.
I understand that Mildland Milk Pty Ltd is planning to sell approximately 17 000 litres
a day, which is about 1 per cent of the Sydney market. The milk will be sold, if the plan
proceeds-it has not yet begun-in 2-litre plastic containers at a price to be determined
by Sydney retailers. I believe the price could be below the price that is currently charged
in Sydney and below the price currently charged in Melbourne, at 146 or 147 cents a
container. The current New South Wales price is 154 to 162 cents a container and the
current Victorian price is 150 to 152 cents a container.
Victorian consumers may ask why Victorian milk is cheaper in Sydney. The answer is
simple. It is a hard-edged business approach that when one is trying to break into a new
market one must cut prices for a while to establish a position. I make the point that this
action is not establishing prices in New South Wales, nor does our legislation provide any
capacity to establish prices in New South Wales. The Victorian milk that will be sold in
Sydney is s~rplus to Victorian mar~et milk requirement~. It would otherwise be used for
manufactunng cheese, powdered mIlk, butter or other milk products.
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The producers will receive approximately 20 cents a litre, whereas they would have
received considerably less, perhaps 15 cents a litre, for manufacturing milk. The move is
of significant benefit for farmers.
I have had some general discussions with other State Ministers about this possibility in
the past few months. I cannot say their response has been joyous; as a matter of fact there
may be some difficulty. We may be reaching a point where we have to start forgetting
about State boundaries and interstate rivalries. It IS my view, and has been for some years,
that perhaps we should be moving towards an eastern seaboard milk marketing boardso that dairy farmers in all eastern States can have full access to the market and a share in
the profits.
I am hopeful that a move of that kind-although it was not Government initiatedmay urge some activity in that direction.
It is worth noting that New South Wales already supplies ultra heat treated milk as well
as other milk products to Victoria and I repeat that the United Dairyfarmers of Victoria
have supported the approach that the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority is taking in this
matter. I cannot indicate exactly when the move will be made but it wIll be in the near
future.

BUILDING DELAYS IN MINISTRY FOR PLANNING AND
ENVIRONMENT
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (South Eastern Province)-My question is directed to the
Minister for Planning and Environment.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-You didn't tell me. You could have mentioned it to me!
The Hon. A. J . HUNT-The Minister has had plenty of notice about this issue. I have
raised it twice in the past 12 months and it concerns the frustration of municipalities,
builders and developers over growing delays in the building control section of the Ministry
for Planning and Environment and the failure of the Ministry to provide the information
and advisory services that it used to provide.
I ask the Minister: what action has he taken to remedy the situation since I last raised
the matter?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Minister for Planning and Environment)-I thank Mr Hunt
for an extremely good question. It shows Mr Hunt's careful preparation as a shadow
Minister and it carries on the work he has been doing in recent tImes as shadow Minister.
I should add that there is a good photograph of Mr Hunt in the bulletin MA V Insight. He
has taken offa bit of weight since the photograph was taken, as I have.
The PRESIDENT-Order! The Minister will answer the question.
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-The article to which I refer in the bulletin is subtitled
"Roundtable agreement a first". In the article, there was no reference to building control
but I think Mr Hunt may have been deflected by excessive attention to his own photograph
on page 1 because, if he had thumbed through to the back page, he would have seen the
answer to his own question which states, under the heading "Build-up in Building Control
branch":
A recruiting program is under way to bring the staff of the State Government's Building Control Branch up to
strength.
The Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr Kennan, has told the MA V that when recruiting is completed
the branch should be able to provide a smooth and effective service to councils and builders.

It goes on to state the steps being taken, and the association recognises this.

I congratulate Mr Hunt for raising the matter because it is relevant and he knows, as
does the association, that the Government has acted once again in cooperation with local
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government in this State and with the Municipal Association of Victoria for better planning
and building control.
If Mr Hunt would like to raise the matter again early in the next sessional period, I will
be able to report on further progress along the same line as "Roundtable agreement a
first" .

TIMBER INDUSTRY STRATEGY
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern Province)-I refer to the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands the timber industry strategy that the Minister lauded in
answer to a question from my colleague earlier today and which Mr McArthur acclaimed
by way of interjection.
I refer to the emphasis of the strategy on value-added products and I ask the Minister
whether she is aware that the proposal before the Government at present from the Land
Conservation Council for additional parks in east Gippsland would reduce the availability
of mountain ash and shining gum-the two products that are capable of value-added
manufacturing in Australia-from 19 000 cubic metres per annum to 3000 cubic metres
per annum, which would be non-viable and would mean the end of the industry altogether.
In view of that fact, has the timber industry strategy been thrown out the window?
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-I am intrigued
by Mr Baxter's new-found interest in east Gippsland and the level of resource, particularly
eucalyptus nitans and eucalyptus regrans. It is true that the better forest resource is the
more important resource in terms of turning the industry into a value-adding industry.
However, it is not true that the whole of the area for the high quality resource is
contained in the recommendations of the Land Conservation Council.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-Just 98 per cent of it!
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER-That is not correct. Mr Baxter spoke about two species. It is
quite possible to have value adding in some mixed species that are outside the
recommended national parks area.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-You concede that mountain ash and shining gum will be
excluded?
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER-Of course.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-Good; I wanted that on the record.
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER-What Mr Baxter is unable to understand is that when the
Government makes decisions about the use of its forests, it balances the long-term natural
heritage of the people with the importance of using a resource. It will still be possible to
have a value adding industry in east Gippsland and also to do what the Government has
proposed to do and that is to create national parks in the Errinundra and the Rodger River
areas.

REVIEW OF HEALTH LEGISLATION
The Hon. C. J. KENNEDY (Waverley Province)-Will the Minister for Health inform
the House of the progress and timetable of the broad-ranging review of health legislation
in Victoria?
The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-The Government is in the process of
amending a number of major pieces of health legislation and has been progressively
releasing papers. Today I released a paper for discussion purposes on infectious diseases
which adds to and complements the document released over the weekend by the Federal
Health Minister.
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It deals with, among other issues, acquired immune deficiency syndrome and indicates
that, in addition to the responsibility of the Federal Minister, every citizen in the
community has a responsibility in respect of AIDS. We are foreshadowing that high risk
groups have an additional responsibility to seek counselling and testing.
In addition, the community has a responsibility to high risk groups in ensuring their
privacy and that they are not discriminated against. Some sections of the discussion paper
deal with sanctions for those individuals who may wittingly misuse their condition at the
expense of other individuals in the community and put the public at risk.
I look forward to all sections of the community receiving and discussing the discussion
paper. It has been brought to my attention that the Opposition is seeking a bipartisan
approach on this matter. I look forward to the Opposition reading the discussion paper
and I also look forward to its comments on the proposals made.

STATE-ENROLLED NURSES
The Hon. N. B. REID (Bendigo Province)-Will the Minister for Health outline his
plans for the future role of State-enrolled nurses in Victoria and indicate the part to be
played by regional hospitals in the education of State-enrolled nurses and especially the
role of the Northern District School of Nursing in Bendigo?
The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-The issue of State-enrolled nurses is
important, especially during a period when nursing shortages exist. In the resolution of
the recent industrial dispute it was made clear that discussions were being had with
sections of the work force, including the Royal Australian Nursing Federation and the
Hospital Employees Federation No. I Branch in relation to State-enrolled nurses and that
a proposal was developed by a committee chaired by Professor Penineton, which proposal
was submitted to the State Industrial Relations Commission for Its consideration. It
included a proposition to extend the hours of training in 1988 which would enable Stateenrolled nurses to be considered for additional duties.
That matter has now been taken up with the proposal to implement an agreed upon
proposal for State-enrolled nurses. This would have implications for the Victorian Nursing
Council, which would ultimately be the final authority for those changes. It would also
have implications for the relevant training schools for State-enrolled nurses.

LICENCE ENDORSEMENTS FOR HEAVY ARTICULATED
VEHICLES
The Hon. B. P. DUNN (North Western Province)-Is the Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Affairs, who is the representative in this House of the Minister for Transport,
aware of the absurd regulations under the Road Traffic Act which are to come into force
on 1 May this year and which will prevent drivers from obtaining licence endorsements
covering heavy articulated trucks for an effective period of five years?
The provisions will require an applicant to hold a car driver's licence for one year before
being eligible to obtain a light truck licence. A further year will be required before a heavy
truck endorsement can be obtained and so on, which will mean that it will take a person
five years to obtain a licence endorsed for heavy articulated vehicles.
Is the Minister also aware that the Government is considering a $2000 course to shortcircuit the upgrading from a motor vehicle licence to an endorsement for heavy articulated
vehicles? Is the Government aware of the effects this will have on Victoria's agricultural
industries, which rely heavily on family members to carry out work on farms, particularly
tn the grain industry where young people, after leaving school, are required to drive heavy
grain vehicles and other transport?
Will the Minister discuss with the Minister for Transport the need for Victoria's
agricultural industries to be taken into account when these regulations come into play and
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to make some special provisions at least to allow young people leaving school to obtain
these endorsements?
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-I suspect that
this matter could more properly be handled on the motion for the adjournment of the
sitting, particularly because it relates to the activities and responsibilities of a Minister in
another place.
I was not aware of the specific characteristics of arrangements for licence endorsements
for heavy articulated vehicles. I understand what Mr Dunn is concerned about because it
could create significant difficulties for agricultural families, particularly young members
who wish not to wait before they can drive large vehicles and trucks.
Mr Dunn asked me to discusss the matter with the Minister for Transport. This I shall
do, and I shall inform him of the outcome of those discussions.

ABORIGINAL SKELETAL REMAINS
The Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Boronia Province)-In light of the Government's policy of
giving Aboriginal people control over their own cultural heritage, can the Minister for
Planning and Environment, who is responsible for Aboriginal affairs in this place, advise
the House what steps the Government has taken to facilitate the return of skeletal remains
held by museums and other institutions to the Aboriginal people?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Minister for Planning and Environment)-I am delighted
to inform the House that this morning I handed over to representatives of the Tasmanian
Aboriginal community ten sets of skeletal remains held in the Aboriginal collection of the
Museum of Victoria.
Some of those skeletal remains have been held by the museum for 100 years and they
are the last skeletal remains known to be held in a public collection in Victoria. They are,
as honourable members would understand, a matter of great spiritual and cultural
significance to the Tasmanian Aboriginal community.
Mr Jim Everett and two other representatives of the Tasmanian Aboriginal community
were in Melbourne this morning to receive these ten sets of remains and tomorrow they
will take them back to their keeping place in Oyster Cove in Tasmania.
The keeping of skeletal remains in museums and in universities is very much a sore
point for Aboriginal communities. The Aboriginal Cultural Heritage BIll, which was
rejected in this House but has now been introduced into the Federal House of
Representatives and will be passed, has provisions to enable any Aboriginal community
in Victoria to request the Minister responsible for Aboriginal affairs to enter into
negotiations with museums, universities and other institutions for the return of skeletal
remains.
The purpose of that Bill, of what we did this morning and of other programs we have,
including the funding of cultural heritage offices and the establishment, in conjunction
with the State Library, of the Aboriginal Oral History Project, is to enhance the cultural
heritage of Aborigines in Victoria and, where appropriate, in other States, to give them
greater control over their own culture.
It is particularly pleasing to note that the Museum of Victoria and the director of the
museum, Mr Bob Edwards, have been helpful in facilitating the return of the material that
I handed over this morning to the Tasmanian Aboriginal community.

The framework that will come into place when the Federal Parliament finally passes the
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill will give added emphasis to the program. The current
consultation both in this State and in New South Wales regarding skeletal remains held by
the Melbourne University and the museum will lead to the further handover of this
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material on a cooperative basis but with the firm and encouraging support of the
Government.

UNEXECUTED PERIN WARRANTS
The Hon. B. A. CHAMBERLAIN (Western Province)-The Attorney-General will be
aware that the Auditor-General recently reported on 18 ()()() unexecuted PERIN warrants
in the hands of the Police Force. Is the honourable gentleman aware that, as at last
Thursday, that number had increased from 18 ()()() to 31 000, representing some $3 million
in unexecuted warrants? What arrangements will the Government make to enable the
Police Force to carry out this mounting task?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General)-I thank Mr Chamberlain for his sensitive
and important question. Last week I met with the Chief Commissioner of Police and Mr
King, the Secretary of the Law Department. It is believed that the Police Force will reduce
the backlog over the next few months. The execution of warrants in relation to criminal
matters is a function that the Police Force has always carried out. The introduction of the
PERIN system has led to a greater volume of business.
The PERIN system has led to more offences being penalised and more fines being
imposed. The Government recoplises that and it is part of the Government's effective
and efficient rather than flag-wavIng approach to the issue oflaw enforcement.
The backlog will be cleared. In the meantime, discussions are being held on whether
greater efficiencies are to be gained through better use of the resources of the Sheriff's
Office, which collects civil warrants. Discussions are also being held about the more
effective use of Corporate Affairs Office investigators and the Fraud Squad.
For the time being, the backlog of unexecuted warrants is a matter for the Police Force,
and it will be cleared as soon as possible. It is interesting that the Opposition has raised
the matter and I am pleased that it is aware of the success of the PERIN system and the
fact that it is effective.
It must be remembered that more than 90 per cent of on-the-spot fines are paid and that
the unexecuted warrants relate to less than 10 per cent of the total number. There are
outstanding fines dating back to the days of pounds, shillings and pence.
The Hon. B. A. Chamberlain-I am not referring to those.
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-Some 2 per cent to 5 per cent of fines are always unpaid.
Under the PERIN system, while more fines are being levied, fewer than 10 per cent of the
total number of warrants are unexecuted. Even when warrants are executed, there will still
not be a total collection of fines.
One reason for uncollected fines dating back 23 years is that fines are not always paid.
The Government will not receive approximately 2 per cent or 3 per cent of the total
amount of the fines when warrants are executed. Some 90 per cent of fines that are imposed
are always collected, but there is always a hard core of 4 per cent or 5 per cent offines that
are not paid. If a person goes to gaol, the Government does not collect the fine that person
owes, which is a point that seems to elude the Opposition.

TRADE IN WILDLIFE
The Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley Province)-What action is the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands taking to ensure that the present laws relating to
possession of and trade in wildlife in Victoria are adequate?
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-I am pleased
to announce that a major review of wildlife possession and trade in Victoria will be
conducted. There are several reasons for conductins the review, but the most important is
that the Wildlife Act and regulations were last revIewed in the 1970s. The possession of
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and trade in wildlife has changed considerably since that time. The existing system is both
cumbersome and costly to operate.
.
Section 92 of the Constitution means that the State has no control over what imports
come into this State, and that impinges on the licensing process of the Government. The
Government must also ensure that the recent allegations, as yet unsubstantiated, about
wildlife laundering in this State are suppositions.
The review will commence on 15 April and will be completed by 31 October. Mr Sid
Cowling, a senior officer of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands, will be
the executive officer of the review. The membership will be: Mr Rod Gowans, chairperson;
Dr Stephen Davies, representing non-Government wildlife biologists; Mr David Barrington
of the South Australian National Parks and Wildlife Services, which is well known for its
effective licensing system; a representative of the New South Wales National Parks and
Wildlife Service; a representative of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs; Mr
Malcolm Lee, the regional manager of the Ballarat section of the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands; and Mr Roger Bilney, representing the Victorian Public
Service Association, departmental section.
The terms of reference of the review are: to examine the objectives of wildlife licensing
in Victoria; to review existing laws and practices associated with possession of and trading
in wildlife and wildlife products in Victoria, including to and from as well as within
Victoria; and to provide recommended amendments and draft guidelines for any necessary
changes to law and practices.
The review will concentrate its attention on: trading in native Australian birds, mammals
and reptiles; trading in wildlife products, especially kangaroo products; possession and
trade associated with commercial ventures such as dealers, private zoos and other displays;
and all current categories of wildlife licence in Victoria.
Advertisements will be placed in newspapers to encourage public contribution to the
review, and the review will not take into account animal welfare issues.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
The HOD. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat Province) (By leave)-I refer the Minister for
Agriculture and Rural Affairs to the question he answered today from Mr McArthur
regarding Midland Milk Pty Ltd. I ask the Minister when I can expect responses to the
questions I asked him on 24 and 25 March. The Minister promised they would be made
available to me.
The HOD. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs) (By leave)-Mr
President, Mr de Fegely~s reference to Midland Milk Pty Ltd is, in effect, a supplementary
question to the questions that he has already asked. It does not refer to the issue I brought
forward today in answer to Mr McArthur~s question. Mr de Fegely~s questions relate to
the mana~ement of the company and the preparation of the answer is in hand. I hope the
answer will be available very soon.

HEALTH (AMENDMENT) BILL
The HOD. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health), by leave, moved for leave to bring in a
Bill to amend the Healt~ Act 1958, and other Acts and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

CO-OPERATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
The HOD. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General), by leave, moved for leave to bring in a
Bill to amend the Co-operation Act 1981.
The motion was agreed to.
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The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

EVIDENCE (NEIGHBOURHOOD MEDIATION CENTRES) BILL
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General), by leave, moved for leave to bring in a
Bill relating to mediation centres, to amend the Evidence Act 1958 and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

BUILDING CONTROL (AMENDMENT) BILL
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General)-By leave, I move:
That I have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Building Control Act 1981 and for other purposes.

I thank Mr Hunt in anticipation for his critical and constructive cooperation which I know
will be forthcoming with this Bill as it has been with other Bills. That cooperation may
well be cooperation that will be described by other Governments as historic.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was brought in and read a first time.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Business of the Council
The Hon. HADOON STOREY (East Yarra Province), on behalf of the President,
presented a report from the Standing Orders Committee upon certain business of the
Council.
It was ordered that the report be laid on the table and be printed.
On the motion of the Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs),
it was ordered that the report be taken into consideration on the next day of meeting.

PAPERS
The following papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
on the table by the Clerk:
Dandenong Valley Authority-Report and statement of accounts for the year 1985-86.
National Crime Authority-Report for the year 1985-86.
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968-Minister's response to recommendations in Natural Resources and
Environment Committee's second report upon Augmentation of Geelong's Water Supply-Proposed
Enlargement ofWurdee 80luc Reservoir.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:
Associations Incorporation Act 1981-No. 45.
Business Franchise (Tobacco) Act 1974-Business Franchise (Petroleum Products) Act 1979-No. 60.
Business Names Act 1962-No. 46.
Companies and Securities (Interpretation and Miscellaneous Provisions) (Application of Laws) Act 1981No. 52.
Emergency Services Superannuation Act 1986-No. 61.
Fisheries Act 1968-Nos 53 and 54.
Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966-Nos 55 to 57.
Magistrates' Courts Act 1971-Magistrates (Summary Proceedings) Act 1975-Nos 62 and 63.
Marine Act I 958-Nos 58 and 59.
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Marketing of Primary Products Act I 958-Nos 47 and 48.
Public Service Act I 974-PSD Nos 9 to 11.
Road Safety Act 1986-No. 49.
Securities Industry (Application of Laws) Act 1981-No. 51.
Town and Country Planning Act 1961Bacchus Marsh Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 34.
Ballaarat-City of Ballaarat Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 90.
Ballarat-Shire ofBallarat Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 18.
Bright-Shire of Bright Planning Scheme 1983-Amendment No. 4, 1986.
Bungaree-Shire of Bungaree Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 15, 1985.
Eaglehawk-Borough of Eaglehawk Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 4.
Echuca-City of Echuca Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 5.
Horsham-City of Hors ham Planning Scheme I 982-Amendments Nos 105 and 110.
Lillydale-Shire of Lillydale Planning Scheme I 958-Amendment Nos 203 and 233.
Maldon-Shire of Maldon Planning Scheme 1980-Amendment No. 2.
Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme-Amendments No. 275, Part 3e; No. 320, Part 3; No. 384, Part I;
No. 385, Part I; No. 386, Part I; No. 427; No. 442; No. 448; and No. 449.
Morwell-Shire of Morwell Planning Scheme I 977-Amendment No. 30, 1985.
Pakenham-Shire ofPakenham Planning Scheme Part I-Amendment No. 53.
Rosedale-Shire of Rosedale Planning Scheme-Amendment No. 54, 1986.
Sebastopol-Borough ofSebastopol Planning Scheme-Amendments Nos 35 and 37.

On the motion of the Hon. HADDON STOREY (East Yarra Province), it was ordered
that the papers tabled by the Clerk, with the exception of statutory rules and planning
schemes under the Town and Country Planning Act, be taken into consideration on the
next day of meeting.

SHOP TRADING BILL
The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill is essentially the same as the Shop Trading Bill 1986.
It seeks to give legislative effect to the Government's commitment to review the
anomalies and penalties relating to shop trading matters contained in the Labour and
Industry Act 1958.

The Regulation Review Unit, headed by Mr Robert Miller, was requested to inquire
into these matters in 1985. The unit's report was released by the Government in 1986, and
following extensive community consultation, the Government has announced its intention
to legislate on the major recommendations of the report.
The Miller (eport has been widely accepted as the best researched and most thorough
analysis of regulation of retail trading hours in Australia.
Its major recommendation calls for replacement of the frequently amended provisions
of the Labour and Industry Act which relate to shops, with a simpler, cohesive Shop
Trading Act drafted in plain English. Consequential recommendations call for simplified
and streamlined systems of shop registration, shop classification and administration:
The Government has adopted some 32 of the 34 recommendations contained in the
report's executive summary.
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The aim of the Government in introducing this measure is to ensure that consumers
have adequate access to the ~oods that they require, to encourage the development of a
diverse and competitive retaIl industry, to make special flexible provisions in relation to
holiday and tourist areas, festivals, markets and charitable activities and to provide retailers
and their employees with a fair and rational regulatory framework for the industry.
The Government has not included in the Bill implementation of the Miller report
recommendation that hardware shops should be included in the list of "exempt shops"
permitted to trade all weekend and on public holidars. During the public consultation
process, many hardware shop proprietors and organisanons such as the Hardware Retailers
Association, the Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the Shop Distributive
and Allied Employees Association submitted to the Government that implementation of
this recommendation would represent a fundamental change for large sectIons of the retail
industry. It was submitted that such a change addressed wider general trading hours issues
rather than merely rectification of "an anomaly".
The Government accepts this view and will address this issue in the context of
Government policy on general trading hours. In this regard, during the course of this year,
the Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources will be seeking the views of the
various groups concerned with the retail industry on the need for a re-examination of the
adequacy of general weekend trading hours.
A further recommendation of the report which the Government does not propose to
implement at this time is recommendation No. 9 in the executive summary. This calls for
raising the permitted employment level of businesses conducting exempt shops able to
trade all weekend from fewer than twenty employees to 30 employees. Some small business
groups submitted during the consultatIon process that the present employment ceiling
should be lowered rather than increased. After examining this issue in detail, the
Government has decided that the existing provision has operated effectively in the interests
of small business and of a diverse Victorian retail sector, and no change in this employment
level in proposed.
One matter not specifically mentioned in the report is contained in the Bill. This is a
provision giving the Governor in Council power to proclaim shops exempt from ordinary
closing requirements in special circumstances for up to four days in any year. The temporary
provisions for additional pre-Christmas shopping hours last year have drawn attention to
the need for such a provision.
Part 1 of the Bill sets out, in simplified form, definitions, objectives and ordinary closing
days. It also contains the basic classification system under which shops will be permitted
to trade all weekend and on public holidays if, in the view of a reasonable person, the
business carried on in the shop is of a type lIsted in the schedule.
The schedule listing exempt shops includes, with minor drafting amendments, the types
of shops permitted to trade without restriction under the Labour and Industry Act in its
fifth schedule. Additional types of shops included in the proposed schedule are shops for
the sale of records, cassettes, tapes or video cassettes, and souvenir shops.
Part 2 of the Bill deals with shop closing hours, including proposed new trading hours
for butchers' shops. These would require shops selling fresh, uncooked meat to close at 6
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, at 9 p.m. on Friday and at 1 p.m.
on Saturday. This will provide trading hours for red meats more closely related to the
opening hours, in practice, of other food retail outlets and should significantly improve
customer convenience.
This part also contains provisions covering hours for motor car traders which are, as
recommended, unchanged. Motor car traders will continue to be able to trade until 6 p.m.
on Saturdays.
This part of the Bill also continues the general trading hours pattern which operates
under the Labour and Industry Act, which provides for other types of shops, unless exempt
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under the Act, to close at 1 p.m. on Saturdays, and all day on Sundays and the listed public
holidays. I remind honourable members that this provides for up to 133 hours of general
retail trading each week.
In one minor variation from the 1986 Bill, this Bill continues the present prov1.sions of
the Labour and Industry Act in relation to Melbourne Cup Day, Royal Melbourne Show
Day and Geelong Cup Day local holidays, when certain shops are required to close. The
Government believes inclusion of these important local holidays in the Bill rf"inforces
traditional custom and practice and avoids the possibility of any undesirable cvnfusion
and disruption.
A more flexible procedure of dealing with applications for exemption from the "lrdinary
shop closing requirements is set out in the Bill. Municipal councils will not be ab~~ to seek
exemptions for an area, or for particular shops in an area, to be able to trade for longer
than the generally available 133 hours per week. Such applications will be based mainly
on holiday and tourism considerations, but similar provisions will apply to market sites
and festivals. Existing provisions relating to exemptions for charitable functions and for
exhibitions are continued.
The department of Industry, Technology and Resources will shortly be issuing guidelines
to municipal councils and any other inquirers, setting out the broad requirements for
information which should be included in exemption applications.
Part 3 of the Bill covers registration of shops and registration as an exempt shop. Care
has been taken to include natural justice considerations in the Bill, and an appeal will be
available to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal against a decision not to classify a shop
as exempt. The Minister is empowered to revoke registration as an exempt shop and there
is also a right of appeal to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal against such a revocation.
Similar provisions apply to the registration of market sites, although the Bill embodies
recommendations about tidying up the requirements for registration of market sites and
market stalls. Both shopkeepers and market stallholders will be required to have their
current certificates of registration on public display while conducting business, and this is
seen as a significant advance on consumer protection.
The miscellaneous provisions of Part 4 of the Bill cover powers of inspectors, the
provision of reasonable assistance to inspectors, appointment of inspectors under the new
Act, and offences.
The Government has adopted the recommendations of the Miller report relating to
offences. The Bill therefore includes a sliding scale of penalties with the maximunt penalty
for a tenth or subsequent offence of 100 penalty units, currently $10 000. ThiS brings
Victoria broadly into line with the maximum penalty for similar offences applying in other
states. Obviously a court would impose the maximum penalty only for frequently repeated,
serious and wilful breaches of the new Act.
In accordance with Government policy, I draw the attention of the House to clause 24,
particularly paragraphs (d), (e) and (j), which place the onus of proof in certain
circumstances on the defendant. Those provisions are taken directly from section 192,
paragraphs (d), (e) and (j) of the Labour and Industry Act.
The proposed transitional arrangements continue registrations and exemptions under
the Labour and Industry Act, while the only amendment of other legislation of major
significance is the removal of the appellate jurisdiction of the Industrial Relations
Commission over shop trading matters. The Government accepts the report's
recommendation that appeals on shop trading matters should properly be dealt with in
the courts rather than the commission.
The Bill before the House represents a major step forward in the review and updating
of old and sometimes confusing laws. It seeks to provide a forward-looking, rational, fair
and flexible legislative framework for the retail industry.
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I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of the Hon. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat Province), the debate was
adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT BILL
The debate (adjourned from March 24) on the motion of the Hon. J. H. Kennan
(Minister for Planning and Environment) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (South Eastern Province)-The basic concepts and principles
underlying this Bill had wide agreement among the planning community and local
government. Those concepts and principles are not new; they had been long discussed.
Much of the Bill derives from the work of the Building and Development Approvals
Committee-known as BADAC-ten ye~rs ago this year. That was the concept of a onestop shop; an integration of procedures designed to deal with every aspect of planning at
the one time rather than by different bodies at different times under different Acts.
Work towards a new planning Act commenced when the honourable member for
Benambra was Minister for Planning and continued under the Honourable Evan Walker.
A high level task force was appointed and in 1983 a report on principles for new planning
legislation was presented and received wide publicity. That report contains most of the
basic concepts now appearing in this Bill.
Following the 1983 report, a further group containing expert community representatives
was appointed to look at the working out of the proposals contained in the 1983 document
into actual practice. The report was published in May 1984, and that report again received
widespread support. The announcements the Government then made were welcomed.
Those announcements form the philosophical basis of this Bill.
The only trouble with the Bill is that it does not carry out all of the principles appearing
in the 1984 report; it departs from them in many respects. To take the first example: in
1983 the report on proposals for a neW1>lanning Act envisaged that a new Act should bind
the Crown. That was the direction in which legislation had been moving for some time.
The 1984 report made it a very firm proposal that the legislation should bind the Crown.
In June 1986 the present Minister for Planning and Environment circulated the first
draft of the Bill, and that provided for the le$islation to bind the Crown. That proposal
foundered on the rock of interdepartmental Jealousies and of Cabinet concern that the
Government of the day might not be able to do just what it liked if it was bound by
planning schemes.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan interjected.
The Hon. A. J. HUNT-I know that Mr Walker and Mr Kennan supported the principle
of the Crown being bound.
I also know that the provision disappeared by direction of Cabinet and I am also aware
that the Minister for Planning and Environment made a further submission to Cabinet
earlier this year.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-You are wrong about that. I am not a fool! I would not have
gone back a second time!
The Hon. A. J. HUNT-The provision that the Bill would bind the Crown disappeared
between the June draft of the Bill and the Bill presented to the House in September. That
was a great letdown to municipalities and to the community, all of whom believe that, if
it is good enough for the Crown to bind its citizens to planning rules, the Crown itself
ought to be bound by those rules.
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The Opposition is realistic enough to appreciate that Governments would want some
let-out in the last resort and that no Government would be likely to be fully bound; but at
least the principle ought to be that the Crown abides by those same rules by which citizens
must abide even though there may be some power of exemption in special circumstances.
The Opposition proposes, in the Committee stage of the Bill, to advance arguments for
a compromise so that the Crown is bound in normal circumstances; although there will be
a power of last resort for the Crown to obtain exemption in special circumstances.
The second concern of people who saw the June draft of the Bill-and even more so
when they saw the Bill introduced into Parliament in September 1986-was that it was
not a planning Bill; it was a development control Bill. The 1984 report contained
recommendations that would have made this Bill an effective planning measure. There
were recommendations for containing clear objectives, for strategic planning and
recommendations that gave life and purpose to the measure.
These disappeared and now there is little about planning in the Bill. There is an awful
lot about development control, which was a matter of great disappointment to the planning
community. Prior to the draft Bill being circulated, there was a general expectation that
the powers of the Minister, which are greater in Victoria than in other States, would be
somewhat reduced or constrained. On the contrary, when the draft Bill was received and
even more so when the Bill presented to Parliament was seen, the centralised power of the
Minister was reinforced and the constraints that had previously existed upon his discretion
were removed.
In other words, under the Bill as presented to Parliament, the Minister has virtually
unfettered discretion. He can intervene in a planning process at almost every stage and he
becomes the chief planner. He is able to overrule almost everybody else at almost every
stage. That is a matter of considerable concern to municipalities, to the planning community
and to the public.
One also finds that between the June 1986 draft and the Bill, numerous changes were
made and, with one exception, every change was resolved in favour of the central
bureaucracy rather than in favour of those at the grassroots level who have to administer
planning.
We have seen a progressive approach towards centralisation when planning ought to be
largely a decentralised activity. The Opposition sees the role of government as being to lay
down strategic policies for the State as a whole and to leave the detail to be fitted in at the
regional and local levels. That creates better planning because the people on the street
know more than the central planners in the central bureaucracy will ever know about how
a particular plan or decision will affect their region or their locality.
They are more sensitive to local needs and aspirations and have more knowledge of
local conditions and the implications ofland use decisions and planning decisions.
The Opposition believes the real decisions ought to be made at the local level or, in rare
cases, at the regional level, rather than at the central level; yet, the Bill centralises power
in the hands of the Minister and the bureaucracy. One small example of this fact relates to
the role of referral authorities under the Bill. I acknowledge that the position of referral
authorities provided in the Bill is better than that which exists under the present law; but
the Bill stops short of a logical result.
Referral authorities may be the Road Construction Authority, the Rural Water
Commission and a whole host of other departments and instrumentalities that rightly
ought to have a say in a particular matter. The Bill provides that the Crown-the one-stop
shop-must refer relevant matters to the relevant authorities, and that is perfectly sensible
and proper. It goes on to provide that anyone of those referral authorities may veto an
application.
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After that veto exists, there is, of course, a right of appeal; not by the Crown-because
the Crown is the body that refuses as a result the veto of the referral authority-but by
the applicant; and the council that may have wanted the development is forced into the
position of being a respondent to the appeal-an appeal that need never have taken place.

or

As Mr Long mentions, by interjection, the council may wish to approve a particular
application. The Planning Appeals Board or, in future, the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal, will, on appeal, be able to overrule the referral authority if it decides that that
course is necessary. How much more sensible would it have been if the council merely
had to take the referral authority'S comments into account in making its decision, with the
result that if the referral authority did not like it, the referral authority itself would have
been the body to undertake the appeal!
That would have been a logical and sensible conclusion, reaching the same result in the
long run without putting the municipalities in the false position that the Bill puts them in.
However, the instrumentalities have insisted on their position there.
The Opposition proposes to submit an amendment on that point. After all, the result is
the same and the amendment will provide a more logical way of reaching the same result.
The Bill creates a huge number of inflexible procedures that will quite clearly have the
effect of increasing the time that development applications take in a large proportion of
cases. If required, I can quote details; but apin and again they appear from clause to
clause. Thus, far from simplifying the proceedIngs, the procedure is likely to be longer and
more costly.
If the Bill is passed in its present form, it will also make them more uncertain. Whereas
there was previously a handful of circumstances in which persons affected could appeal to
the Planning Appeals Board, the range of prospective appeals is enormously extended.
Practically anything may be appealed against under specific provisions of the Bill but, to
further worsen the situation, clause 164-just in case the specific rights of appeal do not
go far enough-gives a general right to anyone to appeal on any planning decision
whatsoever. I do not know why we bother about the specific rights when the Bill includes
a general right of that breadth.

That clause opens the way for vexatious objectors; it opens the way for those who will
never give up, no matter what the strength of decisions against them; it opens the way for
competitors to deliberately delay the projects of others or to put up straw men to bring
about those delays; it opens the way for postponing development by successive applications
to the tribunal for what could be very long periods indeed.
The delays, the added costs and the uncertainties could be enormous; and we could find
ourselves in the position that is well known to exist in New South Wales where some
objections are deliberately designed to hold developers over a barrel so that the objectors
will be bought out, sometimes for large sums. I have heard stories of this occurring
occasionally in Victoria but, as they have not been verified, I do not propose to quote
individual details. We do not want that to occur here; and I do not believe anyone with a
concern for planning would wish to leave any loophole for that to occur in this State.
On all of these matters, amendments will be submitted and I am pleased that the
Minister has indicated that he will accept the proposal of the Municipal Association of
Victoria to add a clause enabling damages and costs to be claimed against persons who
use the process vexatiously, in ways that amount to a virtual abuse of the process. At least
we hope that will act as the sword of Damocles hanging over the heads of those who might
otherwise become vexatious objectors.
These criticisms have come to me again and again from municipalities, from individuals
and from professional organisations. As I indicated, the Opposition will submit
amendments to deal with each of those criticisms. That does not mean that we can make
this a perfect Bill. That cannot be done without changing the structure of the Bill; but our
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amendments will seek to go a long way towards removing at least the worst of the
objections to which I have adverted.
The period over which the Bill has been considered has been absolutely necessary to
enable the community input that has contributed to the amendments that will be presented.
Until the time when the 1986 Bill was adjourned, the submissions that I was receiving
were, with very few exceptions, related to the June draft and not to the Bill presented to
the House.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-The same with me.
The Hon. A. J . HUNT-In fact, although many of the submissions and criticisms
received then dealt with the concepts of the measure, very few to that stage dealt with the
detail. It has been only in the past month, after all professional bodies involved had
undertaken extensive and intensive consideration of the Bill in detail, that detailed
responses have come from the major organisations concerned with the measure. For
example, the final submissions of the Town and Country Planning Association, the
Municipal Association of Victoria, the Law Institute of Victoria, the Royal Australian
Planning Institute, the Real Estate Institute of Victoria and others have been received in
comparatively recent weeks.
All of those bodies, as well as individual municipalities, individual planners, developers,
the Building Owners and Managers Association and others, have made valuable
contributions which the Opposition and the National Party, I am sure, have taken into
account in their study of the Bill.
It would have been impossible for any individual or small group of individuals to
foresee all of the implications of every clause of the Bill without the assistance of experts
from varying backgrounds. My inquines indicate that, in the municipalities and municipal
circles throughout this State, some 25 000 hours of work has been put in on the Bill; that
is, 25 000 hours at the municipal level alone-within councils and by the Municipal
Association of Victoria and the Metropolitan Municipal Association.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-That is an interesting estimate. I wonder how they arrived at
it.
The Hon. A. J. HUNT-It is an average of more than 100 hours per council. Many
individuals have put in considerably more than that in working parties and other groups.
The Municipal Association of Victoria has conducted a series of seminars with working
parties in between, taking days of work for many peopl~. Some municipalities have spent
less time on it. That figure includes the time of councillors as well, although by far the
greater part is the professional time of skilled officers.
In addition to the work of the association, there was the work of all the other professional
institutes connected with the measure, of trade organisations such as the Building Owners
and Managers Association and of individual planners, architects, developers and the like.
That, I believe, must at least have doubled the total time spent by municipalities.
It is thus a fair estimate that some 50 000 person/hours, in the main by highly skilled
professionals, have been spent on this Bill.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-You have spent a lot of time on it yourself.
The Hon. A. J. HUNT-Some 300 hours.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-Is that 300 person/hours?
The Hon. A. J. HUNT-That is 300 personal hours. The 50 000 hours that have been
spent by the public ofVictoria-The Hon. W. A. Landeryou-I thought you said 25000.

Planning and Environment Bill

7 April 1987

COUNCIL

621

The Hoo. A. J. HUNT-That was the time spent by municit>alities. That was without
counting the time spent by the Law Institute of Victoria and individual lawyers, the Town
and Country Planning Association and individual planners, the Local Government
Planners Association and its individual members, the Building Owners and Managers
Association and its members, the Real Estate Institute of Victoria and its members, the
Royal Australian Institute of Architects and its members, plus others. There has been a
whole range.
The Hoo. W. A. Laoderyou-The Surveyor-General?
The Hoo. A. J. HUNT-Yes, the surveyors also spent time on it. That 50 000 hours,
when one takes account of the real workin$ week and the real working year, represents the
equivalent of some 33 years of voluntary time.
One might say that it is $2·5 million worth of voluntary work making contributions on
this Bill. I believe that work has been of inestimable value to Victoria and it will assist
greatly in improving the measure. It has certainly assisted the Opposition in its
amendments, and I believe it has also assisted the Government, even though at an earlier
stage the Government seemed to believe that the Bill it had put before this House last
session was perfect and needed no revision and that it ought to have been passed last
session, before the bodies that I mentioned had spent all their time and effort working,
with no reward, to improve the Bill.
I trust that the Government now recognises that the time allowed for consideration of
this Bill until this session was not only necessary but also has been very worth while in the
results it has brought about.
Discussions have taken place between the Government and the Opposition. Many
people have participated in them. I should like to thank the Minister's officers for the
contributions they have made; the Minister for the spirit in which he undertook the
discussions; Mr Michael Arnold for his assistance in mediating where that was necessary;
and Parliamentary Counsel, who often acted as the arbiter on which was the better
solution from a drafting point of view. I believe those discussions will produce results that
will remove many of the worst problems of the Bill to which I have adverted.
Having said all of that, I should like to point out that, even as it now stands, despite its
faults, the Bill represents a real advance. The legislation under which we have been
operating is now 26 years old. It is somewhat out of date. It has been amended from year
to year. It has become cumbersome and unwieldy. The system itself is somewhat
cumbersome and unwieldy, with amendments made at vanous levels, superimposed
interim development orders and excisions for special purposes. That will no longer occur.
We will have a single planning scheme covering every area, and all the rules will appear
in that planning scheme. For the first time there will be one document, and I believe that
is a great advance. In fact, the biggest advance made by the Bill is that there is a single set
of controls affecting any piece of land in this State, and that alone makes the Bill worth
while. It does not excuse us from trying to formulate the best Bill that we can, but that
alone makes it worth while.
There are clearer procedures for amendments, even though the Opposition believes
some of the detailed requirements are too onerous and unduly prolong the agony.
Nevertheless, there are clear and codified systems in relation both to amendments to a
scheme and to applications. These should at least add to greater certainty and enable
people to know precisely where they stand, precisely what the rules are and how they are
intended to be applied.
With the single scheme, local councils essentially become the one-stop shops. That
makes it very much easier for the individual. There will be no case in which people will
have to obtain two permits for the one development, although an occasional licence from
perhaps the Environment Protection Authority or some other such body may be needed
to supplement the planning scheme.
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In those circumstances the Opposition supports the Bill, although, as I have indicated,
it will seek extensive amendments to remove the problems that it believes necessarily
exist.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern Province)-There is no doubt that last
session the Legislative Council did the right thing by the community and municipalities
in particular, and probably also by the Government-despite the histrionics displayed at
the time by the Minister about deferring debate on the Bill until this autumn sessional
period and giving more time for consultation-because there is no doubt that a better Bill
has arisen as a result of that period of consultation.
As Mr Hunt has already observed, many of the representations that he was receiving
last session-and certainly representations that I was receiving-were addressing the draft
proposals that had been circulated in June last year and did not take account of the changes
that had been made to those proposals in the measure that was presented to Parliament in
the spring sessional period. I certainly place on record my belief that the action of the
Legislative Council at that time was valuable, and everyone has gained by it.
I am speaking on behalf of the National Party, not with any measure ofgreat enthusiasm
for the Bill now before the House, although there is certainly no contest that the existing
legislation, the Town and Country Planning Act 1961, is in need of revision, updating and
substantial changes. There is certainly no argument about that, although it is fair to say
that that legislation has served the community well, particularly during the halcyon days
of the 1960s and 1970s when the economy was booming.
At this stage tribute needs to be paid to the architects of that legislation and also those
in earlier times who got under way In Victoria the concept of planning and provided some
order to development in this State, particularly in the post-war days.
I am extremely concerned that the Bill has a number of serious deficiencies. For a start,
it gives far too much power to the Minister. We know from bitter experience with
Governments, particularly Labor Governments and some Ministers in Labor
Governments, that they are past masters at interfering whenever they can and imposing
their particular philosophies on the public when they are given that power.
However, often it is not the Minister himself who does the interfering; it is some of the
people on his staff. The unelected and unaccountable people who inhabit Ministerial
offices are having an extraordinary influence on the development of this State and the
impact of government in this State since the coming to office of the Cain Labor
Government.
The Hon. W. A. Landeryou interjected.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-In answer to Mr Landeryou's interjection, I point out that,
although technically those people are accountable to the Minister under the Westminster
system, government has become very complex now and there are only 24 hours in every
day. Therefore, it is impossible for any Minister, no matter how competent, dedicated or
conscientious he may be, to keep tabs on all aspects within his administration, particularly
when the Minister is as overloaded as is the current Minister, who is the Attorney-General,
the Minister for Planning and Environment, the Minister in charge of Aboriginal affairs
and assorted other matters. Mr Hunt reminds me, by interjection, that he is also the
Minister responsible for corrections matters.
One has only to visit east Gippsland, for example, to observe the impact that has
occurred as a result of the influence of members of the staff of the Minister in his capacity
as Minister for Planning and Environment.
The point I make is that we now have an extraordinary influence within government of
people who are unelected and are not public servants in the normal sense of the wordthat is, they have not been in the Public Service for many years, but are brought into
government with the coming to office of the Government of the day-and who are able to
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impose their philosophies on much of the decision making of that Government. Many
of the people who get those positions are ideologically committed to a particular point of
view.
The Bill accords too much power to the Minister to interfere and, under that guise, for
many of the staff in the Ministerial office to interfere.
The Bill does not bind the Crown. I am aware that Mr Hunt proposes to move
amendments to remedy, with certain qualifications, that defect, and I support him in that
matter because it is absurd, bearing in mind the developments the Crown has undertaken
and the sorts of things the Government might wish to undertake in the future, that it
should be excluded entirely from the provisions of the Bill. I will support that amendment.
Despite the advantages of one planning document-I cannot dispute that such will be
advantageous-I am concerned about the concept of State, regional and local planning
schemes because the local component of a planning scheme may be subju~ted by the
regional or State components of the planning scheme. That seems to be dOIng things in
reverse.
Local municipalities at the grassroots level surely have a better idea of what is appropriate
for their particular communities. They have the aspirations of their communities at their
fingertips and, although I agree that the State should be prescribing the broad strategic
plan for this State, I am concerned that under this socialist Government there will be an
imposition on municipalities and communities through the State and regional components
of the planning scheme which may be overbearing.
It remains to be seen whether I am right or wrong but my experience in the past leads
me to be wary and to stand by on guard.

I am concerned about the notice provisions in the Bill. This is a typical overreaction
that so often occurs with Governments-not only with this Government but with former
Governments also.
If there is a particularly nasty fault somewhere in the administration, which should
never have arisen and which should have been foreseen, and regulations are introduced to
remedy or prevent that situation occurring again, they become an overkill and require
everyone to be put to extraordinary delay, cost and inconvenience.

The notice provision is an overreaction. There are many other ways that situations that
arise-as with the Wade case-could be overcome and prevented from occurring again.
The Hon. A. J. Hunt-As with my Bill.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-Yes, Mr Hunt's private member's Bill would have gone
down that track had the Government and the Parliament agreed to take it up. Yet the
proposed legislation will require all applications to be advertised no matter how minor
their nature, how significant they are or how difficult it is to determine to whom the notice
should go. That provision is an overkill in the extreme.
With the economy as it is now in this nation-it cannot be compared with the booming
economy of the 1950s and 1960s-much care should be taken to ensure that development
is not hindered. Mr Hunt used the words that this is a "development control Bill" and I
share his concerns in that regard. Investors are reluctant to enter this area for a number of
reasons and they are not all to do with planning. Any situation that will fetter development
cannot be afforded by the Victorian economy.
Recently, there was an example of this situation when the Lord Mayor of Melbourne
attempted to hinder a development being undertaken by one of the State's leading
developers simply because of his personal prejudice and judgment and without any sound
reasoning. Fortunately he was overruled by the city council members who are more
rational. I hope that will continue.
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The general objectives of planning schemes are contained in clause 5 which states:
(a) to encounter and co-ordinate the fair, orderly and economic use, development and conservation of land

and natural resources;

What does that mean? The clause continues:
(b) to conserve and enhance those parts of the natural heritage and those buildings and places which are of
scientific, aesthetic, architectural or historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value:

Who determines whether buildings have special cultural value? Who determines whether
they are of architectural or historical interest? It comes down to the judgment of various
people.
Over the past decade the community has gone overboard in retaining examples of
architectural and historical interest. We have retained far too many examples and the
community can no longer afford to continue doing this.
The Hon. A. J . Hunt-The Regent Theatre.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-As Mr Hunt has interjected, the Regent Theatre is a classic
case and it has cost the ratepayers of Melbourne and the taxpayers of this State millions of
dollars.
A more recent example was referred to in the newspapers at the weekend. The Minister
for the Arts was looking at a mansion in Kew. It is a beautiful example of Victoriana but
there have been umpteen examples of that type of architecture preserved, such as Como,
Labassa, and so forth.
I also should like the mansion in Kew to be retained and, if there was some
multimillionaire about who is prepared to restore and pay the ongoing costs then that
would be acceptable, but it should not be a charge on the State.
I note that the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) wants to raise $400 000 to restore
the building and no doubt it will come to the Government seeking funds from the Budget.
The community cannot afford to continue like that. We cannot keep every building just
because it is old.
Clause 5 plays right into the hands of those people who want to hinder development on
the specious ground that a building should be retained because it has been around for 100
years. As I said, the community cannot afford to continue doing that.
I shall not go into more detail about the provisions of the Bill because Mr Hunt has
foreshadowed a large number of amendments, which he has kindly explained to me in
detail. I applaud the work that he has done; I agree with what he has said about the vast
number of hours that have been spent on the Bill by members of the community and
municipalities-he spent 300 hours on it-but I can only honestly count on one hand the
number of hours I have spent on the Bill. I rely on Mr Hunt's expertise and I look forward
to the detailed debate during the Committee stage.
The Hon. M. J. ARNOLD (Templestowe Province)-The Planning and Environment
Bill is the first real attempt to re-examine and amend planning provisions that have
affected this State since the legislation was introduced in 1944.
The Hon. A. J. Hunt-Nonsense!
The Hon. M. J. ARNOLD-The Town and Country Planning Act 1961 was not a
complete attempt to do that.
The Hon. A. J . Hunt-Yes, it was.
The Hon. M. J. ARNOLD-It was not a complete attempt to redo planning as it was
understood in 1944 and as it is currently understood.
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Honourable members know that the Town and Country Planning Act has been amended
by a whole range of ad hoc amendments, alterations and modifications over the past 25
years which have inhibited development rather than encouraged it during that period.
I shall modify those remarks by saying that since the Labor Party came to Government
it has encouraged developers to act responsibly and imaginatively. As a consequence,
Victoria has experienced a resurgence in the development industry.
The Town and Country Planning Act 1961 allowed the devastation, the blight in
Melbourne caused by the then Liberal-Country Party Government; that le~slation saw
the loss of a whole range of magnificent buildings and hotels that were sited In prominent
spots in Melbourne. If those buildings had been kept and maintained, they would be
places of tradition today. Unfortunately, they were knocked down to make way for pillars
of glass and concrete. This resulted from a lack of proper planning legislation that properly
considered Victoria's cultural heritage.
As a result of the change of attitude with the Labor Government and its encouragement
of sensitive development, property investment in Melbourne is booming with major
commercial developments totalling approximately $5 billion.
The Hoo. M. J. Saodoo-How much?
The Hoo. M. J. ARNOLD-Approximately $5 billion! The developments are not only
in the central business district but also in surrounding areas such as Frankston, Diamond
Valley, Berwick, Bulla, Preston and Whittlesea.
The Government's enlightened approach to planning ensured that all sections of the
community were able to consult ~n the proposals in this Bill.
The draft measure goes back to 1983 when the then Minister for Planning and
Environment, the Honourable Evan Walker, released a paper titled, "Proposals for the
Repeal of the Town and Country Planning Act and Related Legislation". The Government
received a number of submiSSions on that document from people in the development
industry, the building trade and the community at large.
As a result of the submissions and the consultation, a number of principles on the
preparation of planning legislation were developed. The draft legislation was introduced
in June 1986.
As part of the ongoing process of consultation promoted by the Government, the
Minister carried out what might be described as unusually extensive consultation, which
had not been undertaken before. Earlier today the Minister for Planning and Environment
produced a document which had been circulated by the Municipal Association of Victoria
and which contained photographs of the Minister and Mr Hunt. It reported that an
historical agreement had been reached on planning and environment legislation as a result
of full consultation.
A whole range of seminars and discussions were conducted under the auspices of the
Government, and this enabled both the Opposition and the Government to reach a
sensible agreement on the proposed p~anning legislation.
The Hon. A. J. Hunt-And the other ones!
The Hon. M. J. ARNOLD-I do not dispute the fact that other seminars had been
organised by other than the Government because Mr Hunt has shown considerable interest
in planning and has worked extensively on the preparation of a range of amendments to
the Bill. I reiterate what I said in an earlier debate about the amendments to the Planning
Appeals (Amendment) Bill which integrated the Planning Appeals Board with the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal that the cooperation of the Opposition speaks well for
the operation of the House.
A number of key changes have been made to the proposed legislation. One of the
benefits of a Bill such as the Planning and Environment Bill is that it is written in plain
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English. The Government has espoused this principle, which has been appreciated by the
community. A person should be able to understand a piece of legislation and not have to
resort to a range of experts or lawyers to understand it. I am not suggesting that those
people do not have a role to play in the implementation of planning schemes and various
development proposals, but that at first flush proposed legislation should be properly
understood by those whom it affects.
The Bill clearly sets out its purposes. One of the criticisms of prior planning measures
was that any developer or builder had to follow a series of processes and had to approach
a number of authorities in order to obtain approval for a planning development. The
objective of the Bill is to establish a register for a single instrument for planning control;
an instrument that can be easily approached and understood by anyone in the development
industry. Any person should feel able to approach this source to establish the requirements
that must be met by the developer and to facilitate any development. That will benefit not
only the industry in the short term but also Victorians in the long term.
Victoria leads the way with its proposed legislation, which is another example of the
sensitivity of this Government to planning and development. Once the Bill is passed,
other States will monitor its operation and progress.
The key purposes of the Bill are: to establish a single instrument for planning control; to
allow more requirements to be integrated into planning schemes; to allow local councils
the responsibility for administering planning schemes; and to establish a referral system,
to which Mr Hunt referred to as the highlight of the Bill.
A referral system will be established for planning permit applications which will ensure
that applications are referred to relevant agencies before major decisions are made and
that the requirement of those agencies will be specified. That sort of requirement, as I
indicated, adds to the simplicity of the process, to a better understanding of planning
schemes and must benefit those engaged in the industry.
A number of other changes are incorporated in the Bill in relation to notification for
those people affected by planning decisions and a broader role for the Planning Appeals
Board. The proposed legislation incorporates streamlined permit procedures which will
cut the delays in making decisions. The Bill incorporates new provisions relating to
compensation and for more effective enforcement of the provisions set out in the Bill. The
Bill provides for quick action to enforce schemes considered urgent and provides that
individuals who may be troubled by a breach of the planning procedures may take action
to enforce cases with the responsible authority, which may be slow or reluctant to act. The
Bill introduces on-the-spot type penalties for minor prescribed breaches of schemes and
heavier penalties for failure to comply with enforcement orders and retrenchment of
current provisions enabling straight-forward prosecutions for breach of schemes on permits.
The result of consultation between the Government, the Opposition and officers of the
Ministry for Planning and Environment has meant that a number of amendments will be
moved during the Committee stage. I commend the officers concerned for their hard work
and diligence. It has been a long process for them since the original draft paper and Bill
were circulated in the middle of last year and those officers have worked hard and long in
assisting the Government and the Opposition to reach agreement on a wide range of
matters. A Bill has been produced that will serve the State well for a long time to come.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a second time and committed.
Clause 1
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Minister for Planning and Environment)-I thank Mr
Arnold, in particular, for his contribution. Mr Arnold has been chairing the regulation
review committee within the Ministry for Planning and Environment at my request which
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has examined the proposed legislation and other important pieces oflegislation, including
the Building Control Bill, and has had a most significant impact.
The Bill represents the first attempt since the inception of town and country planning
legislation to have a comprehensive rewrite of that legislation.
The Hon. A. J . Hunt-The 1961 legislation was comprehensive.
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-I know Mr Hunt keeps talking about the 1961 legislation,
but he is the only honourable member who remembers it. The proposed legislation
incorporates sweepin$ provisions and enables the one planning scheme to be in operation
in each part ofVictona.
Mr Arnold pointed out, and it is correct, that the Bill has the advantage of being plainly
drafted. It is an important Bill to be plainly drafted. The Government has a policy of plain
English drafting and plain English documentation in other forms, which the Opposition
supports. When the Planning and Environment Bill becomes an Act it will be used by a
wide range of people and should be plainly drafted and not just be a lawyers' document.
I had lunch with a number or American women judges and their husbands and I
remarked to them that it struck me that at an international conference held in Melbourne
in November, the great number of people attending that conference from the United
States of America were lawyers, and it seemed that that profession had gained control of
the planning system. The judges at the lunch indicated that indeed that was so and that
planning had lost a lot of meaning within the United States; that it was planning by
legislation and law rather than planning in the wider sense.
What the Government has endeavoured to do is to have a planning and environment
Act. The title of the Act is important. Mr Hunt will move some amendments relating to
the objectives because he believes they do not go far enough and the Government will
treat those amendments sympathetically. However, it is unfair to say that the Bill is a
building development control Bill, because it is not, but it does have in it, if carefully read,
a wide range of powers and objectives. Parliament can debate the merits and alternative
objectives during the Committee stage.
It is appropriate that I should thank Owen Lennie, GeoffCode and John Manton in the
Ministry for Planning and Environment for the excellent work that they have done. Mr
Arnold, David Yeneken, Chris Gallagher and other officers have been meeting on a weekly
basis for almost twelve months and the result has ~en an extensive consultation process.
It is an ambitious Bill, but it is pleasing to see that at the end of the process there is
agreement, whatever else people may think of some clauses, that the Bill represents a
major step forward. It is not an area In which it is easy to get uniform opinions, because
there are many competing and vested interests. There are different responsible authorities,
the State Government, regional authorities and local government, and there are
development components, environmental and residential concerns. The Bill represents a
major step forward and is a tribute to all of those who have been involved in that process.
I thank Mr Hunt for his great efforts. Mr Hunt says that he has put in 300 hours in
examining the proposed legislation, but if anything, that is probably an underestimate. I
know that Mr Hunt worked for five or six hours last Wednesday at least and the honourable
member has spent an enormous amount of time in examining and assisting in the proposed
legislation.
The Hon. R. I. Knowles-That is totally out of character.
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-I can easily distinguish between constructive contributions
and others. There are a tremendous number of complex amendments to be made to the
Bill. It would have been difficult to pass this measure through the House in a constructive
and orderly fashion had it not been for the extensive discussions the Government had
with Mr Hunt and the discussions Mr Arnold had with him on other occasions, as well as
the work my officers have done. Your role, Mr Chairman, in chairing the Committee will
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also be important because there are a considerable number of amendments to be moved
by Mr Hunt and by me.
Divisions will be confined to a fairly small number and in general terms the amendments
will be handled in a sensible way. One person I have omitted to mention is Gemma Varley
of Parliamentary Counsel, who has done an outstanding job in drafting the Bill. She
worked with Professor Eagleson, the plain English expert, and had to deal with a Bill of
substantive changes and new ideas in the area of planning, at the same time drafting it in
plain English format. She has done it well and honourable members will note, for instance,
that she has drafted clause headings, which will be section headings in the Act, in question
format and so forth. She has not only brought a good legal mind and good drafting skills
to the Bill, as Mr Hunt will agree, but also a tenacious sense of humour.
We should all congratulate Gemma Varley for the time and effort she has put into the
Bill. I believe the drafting of the Bill will be the benchmark here and in other places at
least for the style of Acts-and as well, I hope, for the substance.
As Mr Hunt indicated, the history of the Bill goes back a long way. It extends back into
the life of the previous Administration, at least to the time when the honourable member
for Benambra, Mr Lieberman, was the Minister. It has taken eight or nine years to reach
this stage.
The measure required extensive work in the past twelve months to bring it to fruition.
The Committee debate will be lengthy, not because of divisions but by reason of the
considerable number of amendments to be moved. For that reason, I move:
That progress be reported.

The Hoo~ A. J. HUNT (South Eastern Province)-I seek leave of the Committee to
provide that when the debate resumes I may speak from the table, rather than my place,
because of the extent of the amendments and the paperwork supporting them.
The motion was agreed to, and progress was reported.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply
The debate (adjourned from March 24) on the motion of the Hon. M. A. Lyster (Chelsea
Province) for the adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the Governor's Speech was resumed.
The Hoo. M. T. TEHAN (Central Highlands Province)-I thank you, Mr President, for
the opportunity of making my maiden speech during debate on the motion for the adoption
of an Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the Governor's Speech at the opening of the
second session of the 50th Parliament. His Excellency Or Davis McCaughey and Mrs
McCaughey are highly respected throughout Victoria and esteemed as people of firm
Christian principles who have brought Christian values to the high office of the Governor
of Victoria.
The President of the Legislative Council is esteemed in this House for his fairmin.dedness, even-handedness and impartiality and I look forward to working in this
House under his guidance. I had the pleasure of an informal meeting with him the week
before last when he extended his hospitality to me as a member-elect. I thank him for his
cooperation in arranging these proceedings this afternoon.
I am delighted to have this opportunity of addressing my fellow members in the House.
Over the past two weeks honourable members have been welcoming and warm towards
me and I look forward to working with them as my colleagues on both sides of the House.
The by-election for the Central Highlands Province, which has brought me to this
House, was brought about by the ill health and early retirement of the Honourable Fred
Grimwade. Many members of this House have paid formal tribute to the work that Fred
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Grimwade carried out in this Parliament. I am pleased to endorse the contributions made
to the Parliament of Victoria and the Central Highlands Province by the Honourable Fred
Grimwade. I do so from the perspective of a constituent of the province of which he was
the representative for twenty years.
Fred Grimwade was always available to his constituents. He was always willing to listen
and to help. He was esteemed for his integrity and willingness to pursue matters on behalf
of his constituents and for the concern that he held for those people. He was approachable,
friendly and able. I hope to continue my personal association with Fred and to learn from
him and from the experience he acquired over twenty years so that I, too, can service the
constituents of Central Highlands Province in the excellent way that we were served by
Fred Grimwade.
During the five weeks of my election campaign in the Central Highlands Province I was
out every day meeting hundreds of people. I have spoken with them, listened to them and
learned from them. I have brought to this House very definite ideas of what the people of
the central highlands indicated to me they wanted of their Parliamentary representative at
this time.
While that experience is still new and while the clarity of the needs and requirements of
the people are fresh in my mind, I want to place on record some of the hopes, aspirations
and concerns of the people who make up the Central Highlands Province.
Firstly, people are concerned and worried at the present economic situation prevalent
throughout Australia and particularly Victoria. They know and understand the serious
indebtedness at both Federal and State levels in this country with borrowings far in excess
of acceptable indebtedness, with massive interest payments to service that indebtedness.
They understand that our State contribution to the Australian-wide economic plight is
heavy and that Victoria is indebted to an amount just short of$20 billion. They appreciate
that this amount totals more than $4000 for every Victorian man, woman and child.
The people of Victoria know that these figures of indebtedness have escalated
dramatically over recent years and that there is little likelihood of reversing the trend.
They know the reality of living with household debts and personal debts, and they
understand too well that the consequences of indebtedness are equally devastating at State
and Federal levels as at household levels.
They are telling their representatives that enough is enough; that there are limits that
cannot be overstepped; that the trend must be reversed; that we must get our house in
order; that we must stop borrowing, stop spending and reduce the deficit. They are asking
for a responsible Bud$et. They know that restrictions and limitations will be needed to lift
us out of our economIc plight, and they are prepared to accept those restraints.
This concern was not a hip-pocket concern. It was a genuine worry and interest in the
long-term outlook for this State, for the future of Victoria and of Australia. It was expressed
throughout the length and breadth of the Central Highlands Province and through people
of every sort of economic involvement.
However, there was a hip-pocket reaction in the second of the concerns that I found
affecting the community throughout the province. There was a constant complaint about
ever-increasing taxes and charges, high interest rates for borrowing, high interest rates for
housing loans, municipal rates, Board of Works rates, taxes and charges, water rates,
licence fees, motor registration fees, third-party insurance premiums, WorkCare costs,
Telecom and State Electricity Commission charges. These are the essential, compulsory
and ever-escalating increases that people cannot control, avoid or reduce. They cannot
budget to reduce their rates, the third-party insurance on their cars or their State Electricity
Commission and Board of Works charges. Charges are imposed by government, be it
Federal, State or local. There is no bargaining, no contracting out, no avoidance and no
input or control on the part of the payer.
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The charges concerned are in addition to income tax. They are a burden and a constant
irritation, and must be recognised as such by Governments. They cannot continue to
increase. These high and escalating taxes and charges are the one single factor more than
any other that will change Governments.
To illustrate the position, I point out that between December 1981 and December 1986
the consumer price index rose by 61·5 per cent. Of this, average food prices rose by 56 per
cent; local government rates and charges by 78 per cent; and electricity and gas charges by
80 per cent. These figures are from an article in the Age of 26 March 1987. The article
concluded:
The Australian Consumer Association will watch and see what happens with the new Price Watch Schemes.
The A.CA. says, that if a few months after the politicians have gained all the mileage they can out of the price
watch campaign, it will be interesting to see whether pressure mounts on Governments to tackle the price of
goods and services including Government services, that are hurting consumers much more than food costs.

Coupled with this is the legislative and regulatory burden that people are carrying. The
community is overgoverned: our bureaucracies are too big; we are taking on ourselves
that which should be left to the people. We are imposing too often and intruding too
deeply into people's lives, and we are costing the people too much in doing it. Big is not
beautiful: it is cumbersome, ineffective, impersonal and expensive.
We are over-legislated and over-regulated. The people are saying: "Leave us alone. Get
off our backs. Let us make our own decisions. Do not lead our lives for us. Do not cripple
us with new laws and new regulations. You do not repeal the old and substitute an
additional law . You just keep adding and adding to the legislative burden we are already
carrying, and that is a light one when compared with the regulatory burden." They are
telling us to stop and to let them do it their way for a while.
Private enterprise must take back those functions that are not uniquely those of
government. Government can no longer be all things to all people. It must provide the
basic services required for the well-being of the State; but any growth, any new function
and any new legislation should be submitted to critical consideration of its need, its
effectiveness and its cost.
We in this Parliament must recognise these widespread concerns in the electorate. As
representatives of the people, we need to listen to our constituents and take upon ourselves
their concerns. These are real concerns, and we cannot ignore them. They are complex
issues, but the fact that they are difficult does not mean that they can be disregarded. A
solution must be found and a start must be made to cut the spiral of escalating costs and
the legislative and regulatory intrusion into people's lives.
It is interesting that it has taken a serious economic downturn to effectively and practically
direct attention to a reconsideration and Questioning of the accepted theory of
expansionism-of big government, of big business, of big cities; but there are social
implications that similarly need to Question that role of expansionism that has been
prevalent over the past decade.
The Central Highlands Province consists of a mUltiplicity of diverse geographical and
social areas-from sweeping plains and mountain country in the north to the outer
suburban developments in the south. Thus it really is a microcosm of Victoria. Its one
unifying factor is that it is made up of many small communities-small towns and small
cities. It is a conglomerate of towns and cities, some larger than others-Lilydale,
Craigieburn, Seymour, Benalla-but all small enough to be communities, as opposed to
our large capital and regional cities. Their value lies in those words, "small" and
"community". They still give their residents a sense of identity, a sense of belonging and
a sense of community.
In an interview during his recent visit to Australia, Dr J. K. Galbraith spoke of the
social and economic problems oflarge cities caused by the breakdown of small towns and
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communities with the drift to the cities, and the consequent loss of identity and support
heretofore supplied in small communities.
These small communities have been neglected in recent years, as have small businesses,
which are the backbone of small communities and the families that make up those
communities. They have been neglected at the expense of big cities and big government,
and the time has come to reverse the trend.
Small towns should be encouraged and supported so that they become self-supporting
entities, managing better, in fact, for lack of Government intervention. Small communities
should be independent and socially and economically viable in their own right. They need
to have the support of schools, health facilities, law and order enforcement that is suitable
to their needs, and encouragement to create their own industries for employment for their
own breadwinners, especially for their young, and encouragement to take pride in their
efforts for themselves and their communities.
That sense of pride and achievement in self, in work well done and in community effort
is being eroded throughout this country and must be reinstated as a fundamental value in
personal and civic life if we are again to stand tall as a State and a country. The best place
to start to instil and activate this sense of pride is in the security of an accepting
environment-the home, the small business, the small town or rural community. It
encompasses a spirit of giving, not taking; of independence, not dependence; of selfreliance, not expectation. This change in values and attitudes, this sense of pride, will help
to turn this country around economically and socially.
Finally, I found in the electorate and the hundreds of people I met and spoke with a
crying need for lea(lership, for leaders to show and exemplify that sense of pride and
achievement of which I have spoken; for someone or some group who will make the right
decisions for the overall good of the State, even if those decisions are hard or unpopular.
It seems to me that we, the elected representatives of the people, should be those leaders.
We should be encouraging the values of independence, integrity and self-reliance. We
should be making the hard decisions for the overall good of the State and the country.
We should be looking critically at legislation and regulation, and testing it on the
grounds of overall value and cost effectiveness. We should be pruning the State
housekeeping budget and budgeting to live within our means. We should be leading by
example, by giving more than we take, by doing rather than saying, by being prepared to
establish the decisions in the interests of the people and to apply them without fear of
criticism and without the politician's plight of compromise.
I am certain that this is the leadership the people want; this is what they should be able
to expect from their Parliamentary representatives. If we continue not to live up to their
expectations we can only continue to feel the contempt and the cynicism that people have
for members of Parliament that is festering and invading our community.
Victoria and Australia have so much to be thankful for and so much to give. We ar~ a
country of remarkable freedom, freedoms of every sort, and the envy of most other
countries of the world. These freedoms must be acknowledged and exercIsed responsibly.
We are a country of great opportunity-we always have been and we still are. Our
successful migrant absorption is an illustration of this and there are many success stories
of those who take the opportunities that this country offers.
But, again, those opportunities must be recognised and utilised and people must be
encouraged to seek them and take risks if necessary. Encouragement should be given not
only to our new settlers, but also to our young people to seek these opportunities-be they
in business, in buying land, in investing, in studying and in seeking success.
Finally, we are a country of great people, an homogeneous national people with great
spirit and great potential from a diversity of backgrounds, offering a diversity of cultural
traditions and skills and holding the future of this country and this State in our hands.
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Our people are our greatest resource and we should listen to what they are saying, share
their concerns and give them the right direction and the future leadership they want. We,
together, then can make this State a place where we can enjoy our freedoms, respond to
our opportunities and live our lives free of excessive Government intervention without
the spectre of economic disaster hanging over our heads and with a sense of pride in
ourselves, our communities, our State and our nation.
I propose to work for those ideals as an individual, as a member of the Liberal Party
and as part of this Parliament. Mr President, I look forward to my time spent here as a
member of the Opposition and as part of the Parliamentary process in this State.
I thank the members of my family, especially my husband and my children, without
whose support I could not and would not be here today. I thank the rank and file members
of the Liberal Party who, through their democratic preselection process, chose me as their
party candidate.
I thank the people of the Central Highlands Province for the trust they have placed in
me to represent them in the Upper House of this Parliament. I thank you, Mr President,
and my Parliamentary colleagues, especially those on this side of the House who have
been so welcoming and who are prepared to teach me and work with me as I come to
terms with my new role as a member of the Legislative Council. I look forward to making
a positive and worthwhile contribution to the Parliamentary process of this State.
On the motion of the Hon. B. A. CHAMBERLAIN (Western Province), the debate was
adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

HEALTH SERVICES (CONCILIATION AND REVIEW) BILL
The debate (adjourned from March 24) on the motion of the Hon. D. R. White (Minister
for Health) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
The Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (East Yarra Province)-The Bill is radically different from
the draft proposal that was introduced by the Government in 1986. That proposal, which
was known as the health services complaints Bill, has effectively been abandoned by the
Government in the face of universal opposition.
The Liberal Party welcomes that change and appreciates the different proposals being
put forward by the Minister at this time.
The Opposition makes it clear that, although the Bill is an improvement on the proposal
that was first put forward, it is not the type of proposed legislation that would be introduced
by a Liberal Government.
In the future we will take full advantage of clause 36 of the Bill which states:
This Act expires on the expiration of 3 years after the date of commencement of section 1.

That sunset clause is one of the key reasons why the Opposition will not frustrate the
passage of the proposed legislation in this place. The sunset clause means that we will be
able to review completely the operations of the Act in three years' time. I point out on
behalf of the Liberal Party that we will have no hesitation in doing so and in removing
any offensive provisions or any offensive practices that occur.
The Bill is now known as the Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill. The
Government has backed off so far that it has even abandoned the word "complaint"! The
name of the Bill has changed and so have most of the key clauses. In clause 1 the word
"complaint" has also been withdrawn and has been replaced with the word "review".
In clause 15 the words "who is not a lawyer" have been removed, thereby allowing
people the basic and fundamental right of legal representation before the various bodies
that will be established under this Bill.
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The Liberal Party fought for that right and is pleased that the Government has accepted
its logic. That view was expressed by civil liberty organisations, the Australian Medical
Association, many health providers and, quite refreshingly, many health consumers who
thought the liberties of health providers should be protected in the same way as the
liberties of health consumers.
Clause 19 (5) was also altered from the original proposal. Steps must now be taken to
settle any complaint with a health provider before the mechanisms of the Bill are put
forward. This was a key recommendation of the Liberal Party which thought it would be
a nonsense to have a massive Public Service bureaucracy processing a complaint, when
that complaint could actually be settled amicably through discussion with the health
provider.
Under any health complaints system health providers should be the first point of call.
In 99 per cent of cases, the complaint will disappear as soon as the provider is confronted
by the complainant. If a remedy is needed, more often than not it is provided.
The Liberal Party rejects the philosophical notion that all health providers are crooks
and that all health consumers are idiots. That was the view on which the original draft
proposal of the Cain Government was based.
The Liberal Party believes Victoria has an educated community and a work force of
caring providers. There are, as in any profession, a few ubad ayples", but I doubt whether
measures such as this, which are directed towards getting rid 0 the bad apples, are entirely
worth while. Many implications of the Bill will not be viewed as desirable by good health
providers.
Many clauses of the Bill have been changed since the original draft. Clauses 19 (6), 19
(8),20,27 and 36-the sunset clause-have been amended. They are important changes
and I congratulate the Victorian Council for Civil Liberties Inc., the Law Institute of
Victoria and the Australian Medical Association for fighting hard and running a spirited
campaign that led to these welcome changes.
The Bill proposes to modify the current health complaints mechanisms. I shall refer to
that in further detail in the Committee stage but I WIsh to make a statement about the
philosophical attitude of the Liberal Party to health complaint mechanisms. Members of
the Liberal Party have given much consideration to this matter over the past twenty
months.
Public facilities such as hospitals and community health centres should have formally
organised health complaints mechanisms and that IS now the case in the vast majority of
situations.
I give credit to the Parliamentary Social Development Committee for creating a debate
about that topic. There is no denying that that debate was extremely valuable. Some health
providers were reluctant to introduce changes but, when confronted with a reasonable
debate on that specific issue, they were only too willing to do so.
Health providers drawing upon public funds have a special role to play in ensuring that
a health complaints mechanism is in place. In that sense, the Bill is not really required.
New measures such as this are not essential, because taxpayer funded health services are
under the direct control of Government or quasi-Government authorities. That result can
be achieved through Government directive, so honourable members should not kid
themselves into thinking that this Bill is the only way of achieving certain desirable ends
in public facilities.
Key administrators in public hospitals would tell honourable members that they are
already voluntarily complying with these Government initiatives and have done for some
time. Mr Connard, who will be making his contribution later in the debate, will draw on
his experience as a member of the board of management ofa hospital. It is not uncommon
to have patient advocates in Victoria's hospital system, such as the one he is associated
Session 1987-23
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with, and they were introduced willingly by the public hospitals. There was no need for
flashy legislatlOn.
During the Committee stage I shall refer to some of the clauses with which the Liberal
Party is concerned. It is the intention of members of the Government, not necessarily the
Mimster, to move amendments in the Committee stage. The Liberal Party will closely
examine those proposed amendments. I make it clear that the Liberal Party does not want
to be responsible for initiating this measure and that the duty rests heavily with the
Government to put up a proposal by which it will stand.
Another key issue that must be considered in this debate concerns the role of existing
boards which act as re~ulatory or disciplinary bodies within the health system. Those
boards include the MedIcal Board of Victoria, the Dental Board of Victoria, the Pharmacy
Board of Victoria and the Victorian Nursing Council.
When the public debate on this topic commenced, the Government said that it was also
reviewing the roles of these administrative boards and that certain procedures were already
under way. It is tragic that that process is now out of kilter and that Parliament is being
asked to pass a measure that will change the health complaints mechanisms of this State
but will not incorporate the Government's conclusions of its review of registration boards.
The Minister has stated publicly that the review will be presented to Parliament in the
near future. It would have been far more appropriate to examine both subjects at the one
time.
The Liberal Party has views on a number of those registration boards. Most of the
boards-are operating extremely well but some boards want changes to occur. The Medical
Board of Victoria is willing to have a lay member of the public represented on it and it
would be worth while pursuing that concept. Perhaps another member of the board should
have some legal training, given the issues of natural justice constantly arising in cases
before the board.
All of the registration boards are different in one way or another but the conclusions
reached by the Government after its review should have been made available to Parliament
prior to debating this Bill.
Other bodies also have the responsibility of regulating health complaints. The
Ombudsman and the Ministry of Consumer Affairs have important roles to play.
If the Liberal Party makes no other view known about this Bill, it wants to make it clear
that it does not belIeve in a proliferation of expensive control mechanisms that create
duplication.
The Liberal Party does not want minor complaints turned into major disputes because
the mechanisms inadvertently dictate that conclusion. The Liberal Party does not want
the duplication of existing boards or to have them hindered by other bodies.
Disputes that are minor or perhaps technical in nature should be resolved with the
consent and cooperation of health providers. There is no doubt that that can occur.

The Bill has a clouded future in that the Government has, wisely I believe, decided to
include in it a sunset clause. The sunset clause reflects the general feeling of members of
the Labor Party that the Bill should be reviewed within 36 months.
The Hon. R. I. Knowles-Perhaps they want to strengthen it!
The Hon. M. A. BIRRELL-In response to Mr Knowles's welcome interjection, it
should be put on record that some members of the Government are uneasy about the Bill
and regard it as being something of a back down. Some members of the Government
would like to be much tougher than it is, but that is not the official view of the Government.
The sunset clause will give everyone an opportunity of reviewing the Bill within 36
months. The Liberal Party looks forward to that because this unique measure should not

Health Services Bill

7 April 1987

COUNCIL

635

be allowed to go untested. The Committee stage will be the more appropriate time fully to
debate specific clauses of the Bill.
In the broad sense, the Liberal Party does not oppose the measure.
The Hon. K. I. M. WRIGHT (North Western Province)-The Bill arises from the
recommendations of the all-party Social Development Committee. Its terms of reference
were, in part, to report on:
(a) The sources and the nature of complaints make by or on behalf of individual patients in relation to health
services (whether public or private) ...
(b) the mechanisms which currently exist to deal with such complaints ...

I commend the then members of the Social Development Committee, Mrs Gracia Baylor,
who was a member of this House at the time, Mrs Dixon, who is now the chairperson of
the committee and performing an excellent job, the present Minister for Community
Services and the present Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands. I was also noted
as being a member of the committee at that time. However, by some fortuitous
circumstance, I became the Chairman of Committees and Deputy President of this
Chamber and it was decided that I was ineligible to serve on the Social Development
Committee.
I make that statement to clarify the claim by the honourable member for Bendigo West
in the other place that I was critical of the recommendations of a committee of which I
was a member. As I have shown, I was not a member of the committee at the time of the
inquiry.
The other members of the committee were members from the other place: the then
honourable member for Geelong East, the present member for Bellarine, Mr Ernst; the
then honourable member for Hawthorn, the Honourable Walter Jona: the then honourable
member for Wantirna, Mr Saltmarsh; the then honourable member for Geelong West, the
present honourable member for Geelong, Mr Shell; the honourable member for Gippsland
South, Mr Wallace; and the honourable member for Doncaster, Mr Williams. My place
on the committee was taken by the honourable member for Swan Hill, Mr Steggall.
The Social Development Committee was asked to determine whether any changes were
necessary to existing complaint mechanisms and to recommend a model complaint
mechanism.
The committee issued an interim report and I shall quote some of its more salient
recommendations:
A committee drawn from chief executive officers in the health field must be established to draft a uniform
Health Complaints Report Form and common procedures for use in health care facilities and services, including
a 28-day time limit for responding to a complaint.
All health care organisations and institutions, for example hospitals (both public and private), nursing homes,
special accommodation houses, etc., must establish internal complaints procedures.
A specific officer within all health care institutions and organisations must be responsible for administering an
internal complaints procedure.
Both oral and written complaints must be recorded on the Health Complaints Report Form.
Until the establishment of the proposed Health Complaints Authority the Health Commission must maintain
a central register of complaints, their sources, nature, and action taken.

The interim recommendations were implemented and the scheme was off and running.
One of the principal recommendations made by the Social Development Committee
was that a model complaints mechanism be established to consist of:
(a) a Health Services Complaints Office,
(b) health service boards, councils and authorities,
(c) a Health Boards Appeals Tribunal.
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Further recommendations were:
That the functional elements of the Health Services Complaints Office include:
an investigation unit;
a conciliation unit;
a telephone advice service.
That the procedural mechanism of the Health Services Complaints Office include:
initial advice to complainants to seek resolution of grievances through direct contact with the service provider,
withoufprejudice to lodging a complaint directly with office;
That the powers of the Health Service Complaints Office include:
the power to visit hospitals and other health care premises to monitor complaints and documentation procedures,
and to interview such officers as may be necessary;
the power to have access to information relevant to a preliminary investigation;

The draft Bill proposed by the Government went too far. Fortunately, those powers were
brought back to a reasonable level.
The committee also recommended:
That tbe legislation providing for the functions and powers of existing statutory boards and authorities
currently Concerned with health services be reviewed, to ensure uniformity.

I ask the Minister for Health to inform the House of the progress of that review.
The Social Development Committee's recommendations continued:
That a Health Boards Appeals Tribunal be established which would sit, as required, to hear appeals from
parties to a dispute against decisions of registration boards of councils.

Recommendation 11.22 of the interim report stated:
That the Health Commission of Victoria transfer to the Health Services Complaints Office all records and
material relevant to the Officer's functions.

Recommendation 11.27 stated:
That, following 24 months of the full operation of any new health service complaints mechanism based on the
recommendations of this report, a review be conducted to adjust the health services complaints levy on the
various health practitioners, health institutions and asencies, so that it accurately reflects the contribution base
relative to the proportionate number of substantial complaints that come from each area.

That recommendation was the genesis of the three-year sunset clause to which I understand
the chairman of the committee was not attracted.
Following the publication of the interim recommendations, a form was issued by Health
Call outlining a phone-in service for people with complaints about health services. As I
understand it, that service was successful and a lot of information was gained from taking
that course of action.
The Social Development Committee determined that the existing complaints mechanism
was inadequate and recommended improvements. That resulted in health service liaison
offices being established in public hospitals.
The committee found that existing avenues of complaint were not well laid out and it
recommended the establishment of an independent and effective system. In April 1986
draft proposals were distributed. Following receipt of the proposals, I wrote to health
providers throughout Victoria, especially in the province I represent.
I received many objections about the draft proposals from hospitals, doctors, ambulance
services and so on. They put it to me that there were already five avenues of complaint
against a medical practitioner: the Medical Board of Victoria; the appropriate hospital
board; members of Parliament; the Ombudsman; and individual legal advisers.
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A number of honourable members have taken up complaints on behalf of constituents
with reference to the action or non-action of hospitals, hospital boards or members of the
medical profession. Mr Evans referred to me a difficult case involving a Melbourne
hospital. When the problem was sorted out, the hospital sent a written apology to both Mr
Evans and the patient involved.
In the letter I sent to hospitals and health providers throughout the State, I mentioned
that the main concerns conveyed to me about the draft proposals were that the existing
complaints system was sufficient and that the user should give the provider the opportunity
- of dealing wIth a complaint in the first instance. Unfortunately, that was not made clear
in the draft proposals. Certainly, the user should go to the provider in the first instance in
an attempt to overcome any problem.
Other concerns conveyed to me were that the draft proposals did not recognise the
resources that mayor may not be available to the provider and that they encouraged
people to make formal complaints.
Although we recognise that it must be possible for all people, especially those who are
inarticulate, to be able to make formal complaints, honourable members know only too
well that some people in the community thrive on making complaints, that they derive
enormous pleasure from doing so and welcome the discomfiture of the doctor or hospital
against whom the complaint is made.
Another concern is the draconian power of entering a health service office and seizing
reports without having a warrant. The National Party does not believe officers of the
proposed·health complaints office should be able to enter offices in a manner which even
the police cannot do. The police must obtain a warrant before they can enter any office to
conduct a search. In all fairness, I must say that the draft proposals contained a period of
two days within which notice would be given.
The next concern relates to the protection of records and confidentiality which, of
course, is most important in the medical profession and with hospitals. A case of a breach
of confidentiality was brought to my notice only last week. It did not relate to the Bill but
it did concern a member of a hospital staff breaching confidentiality. It is extremely
important that this confidentiality be maintained.
It has also been suggested that anonymous telephone complaints should not be dealt
with. I am pleased that that issue is addressed in the Bill.
The next concern is that members of the proposed health complaints advisory council
should be appointed in a more open and democratic manner. I stated in my letter to all
hospitals that I had received many expressions of concern that the office had been set up
before enabling legislation was dealt with in Parliament. I say that in the full knowledge
that an all-party committee-which included two members of the National Party-agreed
to the final recommendations.
I received excellent comments from Or G. Brown, Secretary of the Medical Staff Group
of the Warmambool and District Base Hospital. These comments were referred to me by
the two excellent local members, the Honourable Roger Hallam and the honourable
member for Warmambool in another place. Or Brown made a salient point, about which
I was not aware at the time, in his letter dated 29 July 1986:
In addition this would appear to be an expensive method of investigating complaints. We know that the
position of the director has been advertised and this will attract a salary of$47 329.00 per annum plus $7676.00
"performance allowance". One cannot help wonder whether this "performance allowance" is to be paid in the
form ofa bounty! We also note that there is an expense of office allowance of$2313.00 per annum, bringing the
total salary package to $57 318.00 per annum.

I understand that despite the lucrative and attractive package that has been advertised by
the department, it has not yet been possible to find a person with the expertise and
qualifications to carry out this function. I guess the time is arriving when an appointment
will have to be strongly considered.
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The Victorian Hospitals Association Ltd prepared an excellent submission that was
circulated to honourable members. It states, with reference to clause 22:
The hospital considered that the patient's request should be adjudged equitably, taking into account the relative
health needs of all persons on the waiting list. The legislation and the Director's Code of Practice should ensure
that the "SQueakiest wheel" does not necessarily receive the most attention.

Victoria has an escalating waiting list for elective surgery of somewhere between 34 000
and 40 000 patients. I should be extremely disappointed if the Bill were used as a vehicle
by persons wishing to jump up the list by complaining loudly and long and creating a fuss.
Most honourable members would, at some time, have been approached by constituents
on waiting lists for Ministry of Housing homes and would know that at times the actions
of a local member can often give a person priority in receiving a home. The only problem
with that action is that everybody else on the list goes down a rung. The same thing would
apply with elective surgery. The waiting list of 30 000 to 40 000 patients creates an average
of a three month delay throughout the State. No doubt many lives have been lost already
because of these delays.
The Bill was introduced into another place on 2 December 1986. I am pleased that the
Bill covers most of the concerns that have been expressed by the National Party and the
concerns of other groups in the community and members of other parties in another
House.
Those concerns relate to the power of entry, the ability to make anonymous complaints,
proteclion of records and so on. These issues have all been dealt with.
Once again, I wrote to the hospitals and professional associations concerned and most
of them were pleased with the direction the Bill had taken. However, it has been revealed
that more latterly the Victorian Hospitals Association Ltd is completely opposed to the
Bill as are a number of hospitals and doctors in the province I represent. Nevertheless, I
recommended to my party that the improved Bill should be supported for two reasons:
firstly, two members of the National Party were on the committee that made the initial
recommendation and, secondly, many people in the community find difficulty lodging
complaints and the Bill would provide those people with the correct facility for doing so.
I was interested in a reply received from the Alfred Hospital on 30 December 1986. Mr
N. Bell, acting chief executive officer, stated:
I am concerned that the large public hospitals who bear the brunt of complaints are not being given adequate
resources to properly meet the demands that this Bill will make on the hospital to investigate and conciliate all
complaints.

I hope the Minister in his response will give some indication that any additional expenditure
encountered, not only by large hospitals such as the Alfred Hospital but also by other
hospitals, will be taken care of by additional sums being made available to them each year.
That letter makes the point that since 1983-84 the number of complaints received at
the Alfred Hospital has increased steadily because of the amount of publicity that has been
given to consumer action groups and other factors outside the hospital's control, such as
seriously curtailed elective surgery.
The hospital further complains that it has received little recognition of the increased
administrative load that all this has caused or the need for the hospital to appoint a
complaints officer who is able to deal competently and sensibly with complaints.
Miss S. Seymour, the Chief Executive Officer of the Queen Elizabeth Centre in Carlton
wrote to me and stated, inter alia:
My main concern is in relation to the total health/medical legal situation, in particular the Freedom of
Information Act, and what effect(s) it will have on the future of the provision of health services, confidentialityboth for the clients and providers.
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The questions of clinical records and confidentiality are most sensitive ones and it is important that both the
client and the provider(s) of service be on equal footing and "the rights" of each protected to ensure that we don't
enter into the arena of ongoing litigation.

The Victorian Hospitals Association Ltd is opposed to the measure and, in part, the
letter states:
However, we believe that if the new Bill was passed an unnecessary bureaucratic structure would be created.
Mechanisms for investigating complaints about public and private health service providers already exist within
public hospitals, the Health Department, the Ombudsman and registration boards.

The letter goes on to say:
We are concerned that resources will be diverted away from health care delivery to fund the office of the Health
Services Commissioner and by public health service providers in administering the complaints system.
The Government has insisted that our members exercise financial restraint and accept significant budget
reductions on the understanding that resources are limited. Our members have endeavoured to co-operate
wherever possible and have accepted the Government's contention that resources are limited in good faith.
Therefore, it seems incongruous that the Government wishes to create another bureaucracy which will drain
resources away from health care delivery, especially when there are structures in place to deal with complaints.

It can be seen that not everybody in the community welcomes the proposed legislation.

Earlier this year Parliament was prorogued, which meant that all proposed legislation
was wiped from the Notice Paper, and this Bill, which had been introduced in another
place on about 6 December 1986, was again introduced on 17 February 1987.
On speaking to Parliamentary Counsel I was assured that the only change to the Billand this may be confirmed by Mrs Dixon-was with respect to the date of the Bill. In fact,
it became 1987 instead of 1986. On several occasions I had discussions with a number of
groups, one of which was the Health Issues Centre, and they drew up a particularly good
account of the Bill, its derivation, and so on. I pay credit to the groups, and they will feel
encouraged that Mr Birrell, the spokesman for the Liberal Party, and I are taking part in
this discussion. I refer to J ill Ednie, Lavdel Childs and Helen Szoke who were
representatives of the Health Issues Centre and who were concerned with the coordination
of health care. They indicated that they are not happy with the complaints service that has
been set up in hospitals at present. They are most unhappy that a sunset clause has been
included in the Bill and also that the title has been changed from the original draft title of
Health Services (Complaints) Bill.
I have tried to find out why that is so, but from discussions with officers of Health
Department Victoria I understand that the explanation is that it was a "whin~eing" title,
therefore, the title was changed to include the words "conciliation and review' .
The Health Issues Centre representatives referred to the conciliation clause. I shall not
refer to that now, because an amendment will be proposed that will overcome the problem
they raised with me on behalf of the National Party, and also with other members. As I
understand it, if the amendment is approved the conciliator will have the ability to
recommend that further investigation should take place.
I turn to the Bill and indicate that the date for its effective operation has been changed.
The first provision of the Bill is a preamble. The Victorian Hospitals Association Ltd has
made a suggestion in that respect. I should not mention it here, but the association
indicates that the preamble builds up unreasonable expectations in the community.
Clause 3 refers to the commissioner, and this means that the health services commissioner
title in the draft Bill was that of director. There must be some reason for that change
having been made.
The first three clauses contain definitions; clause 4 sets out the objective; clause 5 deals
with th(; administration of the new Act, and at page 7 there is a new clause 10 (i) which
states that the commissioner may:
With the consent of the board or the approval of the Minister, appear or be represented at any proceedings
before a registration board and cross-examine or call and examine witnesses and make submissions;

640

COUNCIL

7 April 1987

Health Services Bill

With respect to the Health Services Review Council, clause 12 (3) states:
The members of the Council must include(a) three persons who, in the Minister's opinion, have experience of and are able to express the interests of

providers; ...

I have received a number of representations and they indicate that the cross-section of
expertise and experience is insufficient to represent the legal, medical and specialists'
views. I shall elaborate on that point further during the Committee stage.
Clause 13 (7) states:
If three or more members of the Council disagree with a majority of the Council on any decision providing
advice to the Minister, they may require(a) that their view be recorded with reasons; and
(b) that their view and reasons accompany any presentation of the decision to the Minister.

This is undemocratic, because if even one member of the council disagrees, he or she
should have the democratic right to do so. I discussed the matter with the honourable
member for Mildura in another place, and he raised the issue and received a sympathetic
response from the Government. I understand there will be an amendment to cover that
aspect of the Bill.
The Bill goes on to deal with representation and how people can make claims.
Clause 19 refers to preliminary assessment of complaints, and states, in subclause (4):
The Commissioner may reject a complaint ...

I ask why that is not "must"? I believe the word should be "must" rather than "may".
With respect to conciliation in clause 2 0 The PRESIDENT-Order! Mr Wright is referring to particular clauses, and it may be
wiser for him to raise them during the Committee stage.
The Hon. K. I. M. WRIGHT-I was trying to keep my comments general, but judging
by your remarks, Mr President, I am going into too much detail.
Following the introduction of the Bill and the limited ability given to honourable
members to distribute the Bill to various people, there has been a considerable amount of
opposition from some hospitals and doctors. It was believed that it could further increase
tension and pressure in our health system. A number of people conveyed to me their view
that the measure could increase the number of demarcation disputes.
In the Latrobe Valley at present an unfortunate dispute is taking place in which the
nurses have been appeased and the medical profession has been angered, causing difficulties.
I am sympathetic to the Minister for Health and the Government. It is quite unreasonable
that a doctor can be boycotted by the nursing profession and the stand taken by the
Government is the correct one. I hope the Minister and the Government will stand firm
on this matter. I have also mentioned elective surgery and waiting lists.
Before I conclude I should like to mention that district health councils have been
established throughout Victoria-and the councils in the electorate I represent have invited
me on a number of occasions to have discussions with them. I refer, in particular, to the
Loddon District Health Council. I am most impressed with the enthusiasm of that council.
However, in a letter to me dated 23 March 1987, it expressed the view that people living
in smaller rural communities are especially vulnerable when making health complaints
because they are dependent on sole medical practitioners and allied health personnel in
small agencies.
The council pointed out that people in rural areas face the problem of the tyranny of
distance and that the Bill serves to extend the complaints resolution process, thereby
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discouraging rural health consumers from using it. The letter is signed by Mr David
Turton, of the Health Complaints Interest Group.
A similar complaint came from the Wimmera District Health Council. The letter is
dated 25 March 1987 and this group is also concerned that no explanation has been given
of the removal of the word "complaints" from the Bill and the title to the Bill. They are
concerned about the sunset clause but I have told them that it was not possible to gain the
support of the Liberal and/or National Party on that clause and that, without that support,
the Bill certainly will not pass.
They raise the matter of the Health Services Complaints Office being responsible for
conducting joint investigations with the appropriate registration board, where necessary.
I do not know that that particular proposition will gain the support of the National Party.
Finally, they refer to the default option and the ability of the conciliator to recommend
that further investigations be made. I am pleased to say that that particular proposition
has been agreed to and the Mitta District Health Council has been in contact with Mr
Baxter and, no doubt, Mr Evans to point out its main concerns. These are: the semantic
changes to the Bill, the fact that no anonymous complaints are to be accepted and the fact
that the Health Services Complaints Office has not been authorised to receive information
of complaints dealt with by the registration boards.
They object to the presence of a sunset clause and they are concerned that no mention
has been made of access for country people at regional centres.
Some of the matters about which they have expressed concern have been addressed. On
some other matters the National Party is unable to support them; but all of these district
health councils will be pleased with the consideration that the Bill has received and some
of the changes that have been made.
I refer to the Victorian Ambulance Services Association. The association is concerned
that although it supports accountability, it favours, in the first instance, contact between
the institution, service agency and complainant as the best means of resolving any problem.
Superintendent John Perry of Horsham is the secretary of that association. In conclusion,
the National Party will support the Bill. It had representation on the all-party committee
that made recommendations on the Bill and it believes that many cases coming from
constituents will be handled effectively by the new service.
The Hon. J. L. DIXON (Boronia Province)-It appears that the previous speakers do
not know that the Bill is an important consumer measure.
Mr Birrell and Mr Wright talked about the consultation that occurred between the
circulation of the draft Bill last May and the presentation of this Bill toni~t. I should like
briefly to take people back to the consultation stage conducted by the SocIal Development
Committee. This stage was important in establishing the need for a separate health
complaints authority. Mr Birrell has heard this before but I am sure he will appreciate
hearing it again.
The Social Development Committee consultations were as extensive and perhaps, in
different areas, wider than the consultations taking place last year. Some 149 written
submissions were received by the committee and a large number of witnesses appeared in
public hearings. There was little doubt that people had genuine problems with health
services.
I pay tribute to the Honourable Waiter Jona, who was the chairman of the subcommittee,
which came to a unanimous decision that there was a need for a new type of health
complaints system. The existing system, which we found to be totally inadequate, had so
many problems that the committee felt it would have to go back to the beginning and, as
described to the House by Mr Birrell, start off with some urgent preliminary reform and
follow that up by complementing the original reforms with this office itself.
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As Mr Birrell and Mr Wright have both stated, the complaints received would best be
resolved at the provider level, at the point of contact, and this is the aim of the Bill. It was
the aim of the draft Bill and the aim of both reports of the committee. There has never
been a change in that aim no matter what critics have said.
Problems existing were in the areas of, for example, poor communication, diagnosis
and treatment, fees, confusing advice and that incomprehensible jargon that we have all
experienced at different times when we go to a medical provider and come away wondering
what really is wrong.
I shall now quote from page 10 of the interim report of the Social Development
Committee on Complaints Procedures Against Health Services. Under the Salvation
Army submission, it states:
At present, we feel that in the face of complaints the medical profession closes ranks to protect itself, and is
supported by the legal profession, the adversary system and professional jargon.

It is important to remember that we are talking about sick, vulnerable people; those people
in our society who really need some sort of support.
The committee found that certain groups in the community tended to suffer more in
this system, as it was before Health Department Victoria initiated any of its original
reforms.
Migrant and ethnic groups, in particular, found it almost impossible to deal with their
complaints. In the workers compensation area, they found it difficult dealing with insurance
company doctors and they had a substantial need for interpreters.
To quote from page 23 of the interim report, the ethnic affairs submission said:
Migrants identified their health complaints with inadequacies in the health system. Poor treatment (rudeness
or misdiagnosis) is seen as being part of the Australian health system. They therefore see little value in making
formal complaints through a bureaucratic board.

The report contains many other examples.
A further matter to which we gave care and to which much attention has been paid in
the Bill now before the House was problems with the elderly and frail, aged patients. In
many cases it is simply not possible for these patients to follow up complaints at the
provider level, as Mr Birrell suggested. If they have no family, relatives or friends, the
only other people who can resolve their grievances or their problems are the staff; and, as
one can imagine, it may be difficult for staff, who are in a most invidious position when
complaints are made against the people for whom they actually work.
I should like to quote briefly from a submission that was put to the committee from the
Regional Accommodation Team Service, describing a few of the examples concerning
matters about which people felt they could have complained if a system had been available.
The submission itemised the following examples of abuse, ranging from seemingly small
matters to grave neglect: a lack of privacy; no food in the pantry before a holiday; patients
not being dressed or moved from the bedside for many years; patients wakened and bathed
between midnight and 4 a.m. so that night staff would be fully utilised. There were many
other examples.
The procedures that existed then-I am fairly confident that they have been developed
and improved-were regarded as informal or casual. People wanting to make a complaint
really did not know how to go about it. If they ever got a complaint to a registration board
or an association, it was handled informally, casually, secretly or by telephone, and no
records were kept; so that patients and users had no confidence in the system. Further,
they were afraid of the system: they feared reprisals, and I suppose most of all they felt a
general attrition of motivaiion. They simply felt that the bureaucratic process took so long
that they never knew what was happening and they finally gave up.
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Mr Wright mentioned the phone-in. Our phone-in campaign reinforced the views that
we had~ Over three days we had 823 phone calls, which was quite phenomenal. If I were a
provider of a service and received 823 phone complaints in three days, I would think
some radical reform was needed.
The Hon. R. I. Knowles-How many providers are there? There are thousands!
The Hon. J. L. DIXON-It does not matter how many providers there are. Some 823
complaints in three days would worry me. Of those who called, 55 per cent did not bother
to lodge a complaint for the reasons that I have mentioned: they did not expect to get
anywhere; they were too frightened or they did not know how or where to complain. Of
those who did complain, 81 per cent were totally unsatisfied anyway. A very small
percentage complained; and those who did, received very little satisfaction.
To quote from page 45 of the committee's final report in 1984 on Complaints Procedures
Against Health Services:
The impression was gained that there exists considerable scepticism in the community about the ability to
really achieve anything by complaining against health services, individuals or institutions. This would partly
explain why the phone-in was so popular.

Mr Knowles mentioned the legal system. It was also put to the committee that the legal
system already existed and that people who had complaints could use the legal system.
The committee received overwhelming evidence that that really was nonsense. We certainly
did not want to encourage it, anyway, bearing in mind the situation that exists in the
United States of America. We were not looking at any such system as that, but we found
that most citizens believed that the adversary s¥stem caused a total lack of confidence in
the system and that it was not a viable alternative. The people who needed it most-the
frail, the aged, the very sick, the handicapped, the poor and the non-English speakershave very little chance of developing a complaint and getting it anywhere within the
present legal system. The committee believed the legal system ought to be there for those
members of the public who wish to use it, but we were seeking through our years of work
an alternative pathway, a softer and gentler pathway, that would not involve the legal
system.
I mention, too, the report of the Complaints Advisory Link Line of May-June 1986. In
a period of 41 working days, that service received 723 calls. Of those callers, only 24 even
considered taking legal action. At page 31 the report says:
Most were hoping that another course of action could be found, as they did not wish to engage in litigation.

The Bill provides an alternative, a different and much softer pathway, that will give the
users of the system what they want, which is a means of resolving their problems. They
simply want to be comforted, to understand what went wrong and to have the problem
resolved.
Both Mr Birrell and Mr Wright mentioned that Health Department Victoria, under the
current Minister, has introduced a whole range of internal reforms following receipt of the
committee's interim report. These reforms included the establishment of an internal
system of complaints officers, a review of the re~stration boards and the establishment of
the Health Complaints Advisory Link Line, which followed the committee's
recommendation of a "friendly ear" .
As I mentioned, this service received 723 calls in 41 working days. Its report pointed
out the obvious need for an accessible and independent health complaints office. The
experience of that service confirms the need for such a system.
The system as established, as has always been envisaged, did include an internal
eomplaints system, set up through Health Department Victoria, a review of the registration
boards which will play a strong role within this system, and the telephone service. Because
we published two reports and because Health Department Victoria and the Minister were
quick to get on with the urgent, preliminary reforms, people have tended to forget this last
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little piece: that the health office itself complements the system. It is absolutely necessary.
It is not possible to have, as some honourable members suggested, those three without the
final stage, and this Bi.!l, by establishing the independent, accessible office, complements
the earlier arrangement; so the Bill is the final part of the package.
The objectives of the Bill are to:
(a) enable users of Victorian health services to have their complaints about those services resolved by an

independent and accessible mechanism;
(b) encourage health service providers to follow the guiding principles; and
(c) lead to improvements in the quality of health care and in the extent to which the guiding principles of
providers and users are followed.

The main purpose of the office will be that of conciliation. I must emphasise this, as Mr
Birrell kept raising the point-it would be much simpler to solve the problem at the point
of service, with the provider, and, of course, that is the very first aim of the office. All users
who contact the office will be encouraged to go back to the provider, to the point of service.
We all acknowledge that that is the answer, and that will be the first aim of the office.
However, if that does not work, the role of the office will be one of conciliation, and users
will be encouraged to take part in a conciliation process and solve the problem in that
way.
The office itselfwill not be a policing body. It will have no powers of enforcement but,
rather, simply a recommendatory role. The office will work towards a satisfactory resolution
of complaints.
If it is found that conciliation simply cannot work, obviously, the complaint or grievance
will have to go to some sort of investigation. This is the point where the registration boards
play their role. It is very important that they have been worked into the system as it is.
Their role is actually not changed, except to be strengthened, encouraged and reinforced.
The office will not interfere in any way with the process of the boards, which will use the
process that they now have. The Bill defines only the role of the boards, the role of the
office and the links between the two.

The sitting was suspended at 6.32 p.m. unti18.8 p.m.
The Hon. J. L. DIXON-I will now describe briefly the Health Services Review Council,
which is an advisory council with a balance of representatives of consumers, providers
and inde{>endent persons appointed by the Minister, and will advise the Minister and the
commiSSIOner on various issues referred to it.
Some members of the Opposition may not understand that the Health Services Review
Council and the office itself will not exist simply to deal with individual complaints. It
will also be an overseeing body to consider grievances· and problems within the whole
health service industry. It will collect data and analyse it and make recommendations
relating to the whole industry.
Another point raised by members of the Opposition related to the problems that might
arise with vexatious calls and callers making trouble. I believe ample safeguards have been
provided within the Bill to cover that possibility. I also mention the experience of the
Health Complaints Advisory Link Line, to which I referred previously, which in its report
mentioned that in the twelve months in which it has been operating, it has received no
obvious vexatious calls. It stated that people who call are simply worried, anxious, alarmed
or wishing to solve a problem.
I shall sum up my' remarks by describing the consultation process, which Mr Birrell also
mentioned. Thls Blll is indeed a result of a massive consultation process and, rather than
sneering at it-as some members of the Opposition have done-I suggest that this is really
an important point in favour of such legislation.
Consultation has occurred through the Social Development Committee right across the
consumer and provider areas. Following two years of consultation by the committee and
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a task force of consumers and providers, a draft Bill was drawn up and circulated last May
for public comment. The considerable public input on this draft Bill has been described.
The draft Bill was amended considerably by the Government to satisfy the problems
that the providers believed it had. I and other members of the Social Development
Committee believe those problems were not well founded and that the draft Bill as it was
originally presented was satisfactory. However, the Government responded in good faith
to those particular criticisms-of course, the Australian Medical Association, which was
the most noisy in its complaints, had all of its objections answered.
The modifications have been made and the Bill before the House provides for a model
system to be set up to provide consumer protection, which is long overdue in this area.
This is the result of five years' work, which is a long time for a Bill such as this. Honourable
members should be happy that at last the matter is coming to fruition.
A matter which perhaps has been overlooked and which is the real benefit of the
proposed legislation is that, for the first time, consumers will have the right to complain
about their problems to an independent and accessible office. This is extremely important
but it is not the only advantage of the Bill.
The guiding principles for users and providers of health care, which is in the preamble
to the Bill, will be extremely useful to members of the public. There will now be a standard
against which can be measured what consumers ought to be able to expect. Consumers
will also benefit from a greatly increased knowledge of the health care system.
Reports will be tabled in Parliament so that we will all know what is happening. It is
hoped there will be much greater publicity about what is happenin$ and about areas with
which consumers are unhappy. This is an obvious benefit for prOVIders just as much as it
is for the users.
The providers will have more knowledge and feedback, which will help them in the
provision of their services so that they will understand where they may be going wrong or
where the consumers believe they may be going wrong.
Another important matter will be the collection of data on health care. For the first time
data about health care problems will be collected. The Social Development Committee in
its inquiries found there was a need for a central collection point for data to find out what
people were concerned about. Obviously, if there is a data base, health policy planners
will be able to use the data to provide more appropriate health care and consumers will
know that providers are more sensitive to their needs.
The other matters raised by the Opposition will be adequately dealt with during the
Committee stage. I commend the Bill to the House.
On the motion of the Hon. G. P. CONNARD (Higinbotham Province), the debate was
adjourned.

It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until later this day.

NATIONAL PARKS (AMENDMENT) BILL
The debate (adjourned from March 17) on the motion of the Hon. J. E. Kirner (Minister
for Conservation, Forests and Lands) for the second reading of this Bill was resumed.
The HOD. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat Province)-The Bill has two purposes: firstly, to
declare six new State parks in Victoria, and secondly, to make changes in the boundaries
of five other parks.
The six new State parks are to be the Barmah State Park on the Murray River near
Echuca; the French Island State Park on French Island; the Mount Arapiles-Tooan State
Park and the Black Range State Park, which are both west of the Grampians; the Mount
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Lawson State Park which is east of Tallangatta; and the Angahook-Lorne State Park,
which is in the Otway Ranges on the coast near Anglesea and Lorne.
The alterations and extensions to the other five parks have been made possible through
the purchase of land by the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands and by two
generous donations ofland by families to the Warby Range State Park and to the Gippsland
Lakes Coastal Park.
The Liberal Party has a proud record in the establishment of parks throughout Victoria.
When the Liberal Government was in office it set out to establish 5 per cent of the State as
national parks. It was close to approaching that goal when it lost office in 1982. When it
set out to establish 5 per cent of the State as national parks it did so with two reasons in
mind, firstly, it considered that the area would encompass a representative sample of
species of vegetation and fauna throughout the State to be a proper and true representative
sample of those species to be maintained for the enjoyment of the people of Victoria;
secondly, it considered that 5 per cent could be adequately resourced. It is important when
setting up the national and State parks that we are able to adequately resource them, and
to provide the funds necessary for the facilities required by the general public.
There are some fundamental differences in the philosophies of the Government and
that of my party on the management of parks. It seems that the Government believes that
State parks should be managed in a similar fashion to national parks.
Although the Liberal Party believes in national parks-this attitude is obvious from the
parks it has already established-it also believes that other parks should be established on
a multi-use management basis. As well as being enjoyable to the public, the people who
own them, these parks can also contain valuable resources that should not be locked away
when they can be utilised to create wealth and employment for individuals and the State.
If too many resources are locked up, strains will naturally be placed on the remaining
resources. That is one of my great gripes. Often one hears that only a small resource is
available in a particular park yet the loss of that small resource will mean that it has to be
found elsewhere and, consequently, that will place a strain on other areas. In addition,
that often takes away the livelihoods of people who depend on the resource for a living. In
this case I refer in particular to the timber industry. It can also drastically upset the
economy of the rural centres adjacent to those particular areas.
All the parks being debated tonight have been based on recommendations of the Land
Conservation Council, which was established by the former Liberal Government to
determine and to assess areas around the State that were worthy of retention as parks. I
am concerned about the change in direction of the attitudes of some members of the Land
Conservation Council in recent times.

Their attitudes have put more emphasis on conservation than perhaps better utilisation
of resources. This is evident in the second-reading speech which states that Mount Lawson
State Park was proposed under the previous Liberal Government, yet now the Land
Conservation Council has recommended that some timber areas be excluded from what
was to have been a multi-purpose park, including timber harvesting.
The council has recommended that the designated area be a State park without timber
harvesting. This change has been accepted and adopted by the Government. The
Opposition believes it will lead to additional strains on the present resources. It wants
State parks to continue to operate on a multi-use basis. It accepts the need to preserve
areas of significance, but a balance in conservation values must be maintained.
The Opposition has reservations about certain aspects of the proposed legislation and
hence will move some amendments during the Committee stage but it will not oppose the
Bill. Earlier I mentioned that the Opposition set out to have 5 per cent of the State
designated as parks.
The Hoo. B. T. Pulleo-"At least" was your wording.
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The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY-I am concerned that the Government seems to believe
that it has a never-ending amount of funds to continue establishing parks in one form or
another. The second-reading notes state that at present 5·8 per cent of the State is parkland
and, in his Speech to the House at the opening of Parliament, the Governor mentioned a
figure of 6·9 per cent.
It is strange that, although the State is struggling to support the parks already established,
the Government has set out to create more parks. In the pipeline are not only the parks
proposed in the Bill being debated tonight but also the Dandenong Ranges National Park
and other parks that have been flagged in the G"ippsland region.

If parks are to be created, it is essential that they be adequately resourced. Recent
debates in this House have highlighted a serious lack of funding in the Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands for land protection.

The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Not in national parks. You know you have your figures wrong.
The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY- The Minister suggests that there is not a lack of funding
for national parks; the House is debating the creation of more parks, which cannot be
established without the provision of the necessary resources. It is not possible to deploy
departmental staff to fill the various roles necessary to provide walking tracks, establish
picnic points, to ensure the parks have adequate toilet facilities and to ensure rubbish is
collected. These are all essentials in national parks.
Only yesterday I heard that staff in my region are struggling for funds. They held a
meeting of all concerned to try to ascertain what could be done to live within the funding
provided for this area. It was even suggested that some people might be struggling to hold
their positions. If that is so, what on earth are we doing creating more parks?
The Hon. Robert Lawson-We should perhaps pass the hat around.
The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY- That is a good idea but it would need to be a big hat!
The 1986-87 Budget allocation for the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands
decreased in real terms. With the Government claiming that it must restrain expenditure,
which no doubt it will have to do, I cannot see it being open-handed with the department's
allocation in the next State Budget. From where are the resources to come unless the
Government does what is suggested by the Opposition and allows the parks to remain
multipurpose where possible so that the State and the department are returned funds in
the form of royalties and so on to help offset the additional costs of establishing new parks.
The Bill proposes to extend the Warby Range and Gippsland Lakes parks as a result of
donations by private citizens; and it extends the Warrandyte and Discovery Bay parks as
a result of purchases by the department.
Of the major State parks that are being created, the Barmah State Park, which is situated
on the River Murray east of Echuca, will be the most controversial. Without a doubt it is
the best example of red gum forest in the State. The park was formed many years ago
when an uplift occurred and the River Murray changed course; a lake was formed and
from that time red gums established themselves in the area.
The park is in two parts, both parts being different in the species of timber contained in
each area. The eastern end of the park is almost entirely red gum forest, which has been
utilised by timbercutters cutting timber for sleepers. That timber could be used in a more
specialised manner in the future. Red gum must be dried out to be used for furniture and
a useful industry could be developed by using the timbers of that forest. The eastern end
of the Barmah Forest contains box timber and lighter species; it is more open with light
grassland. The western section of the Barmah Forest is the larger portion of the area that
is proposed for the State park and graziers have been running cattle in that area over the
past 150 years. Cattle in that area seek out the moira grass, the best of which is established
in the western end of the forest, and is to be part of the Barmah State Park.
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I had an interesting trip to the forest last week to examine the areas that the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands proposes to be a State park, including the area required
as a buffer zone around the reference zone. I was fortunate to travel with three local people
who were keen to ensure that the forest remains as it is. One of the men told me that
during his youth he milked cows which grazed in the forest and that changes had occurred
over the years since that period. Although people often hear from the conservation
movement that the ecology of the forest must be maintained it is an indication that the
ecology is forever changing, that it does not stand still and is always on the move.
The man told me that in those early days there were large open plains in the forest that
today are covered with trees. One of the major reasons for that has been the changes that
have occurred in the watering systems along the River Murray. The river has been dammed
upstream and there is a need to allow irrigation waters to travel down to the lower reaches
of the river in Victoria and South Australia in the summer months, which has led to lock
outlets being installed in the forest effluent creeks. If red gum forests are swamped during
the summer period the young trees will be killed and this is why a definite change in the
ecology of the forest has occurred over time.
Many people may say that the grazing of cattle in the forest has been detrimental to it. I
believe, as do the members of the Barmah Forest Preservation League, that cattle grazing
has been beneficial to the forest. There has been no damage to it and the cattle have kept
the grasses to a reasonable level, thus assisting in fire prevention.
The Barmah Forest is a fire-prone area and red gums, being particularly susceptible to
fire, will be killed off if fires occur in that region.
My inspection of the area revealed two areas that had been burned approximately three
or four years ago and many of those trees had been killed.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-That was supposed to be a cool bum.
The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY-It was not a cool bum, but the difficulty with cool bums,
which are proposed in place of grazing, is that any burning in those forests can be disastrous.
Debris is washed through the forest during floods over the winter period-some floods are
a metre or more deep-and when the floods recede the debris is left on the forest floor. It
is impossible to bum those areas without setting alight this rubbish and if it is around the
base of the trees those trees would be killed.
The Minister, in her second-reading speech, referred to the wetlands. The wetlands in
the Barmah Forest have become drylands because of the changes that I mentioned earlier.
Although periodic flooding occurs it cannot be considered a wetland at present.
Suggestions have been made by people in that area and by the honourable member for
Evelyn that water should be allowed to flow periodically from the River Murray through
the forest to improve the bird habitat and the wetlands area. This could be done by
allowing some of Victoria's allocation of water to flow through the forest. Little waste
would occur because the majority of the water would flow out the other end and back into
the river.
Timber harvesting has been practised in the area for approximately 150 years, as has
grazing, and although the Opposition believes there is a need to reduce the amount of
timber that has been cut out of the forest recently, there is a sustainable yield of timber
that could be cut.
Although the area around Gunbower may have been more heavily cut, I saw absolutely
no evidence of overcutting in my trip through the forest last Wednesday. In fact, the forest
appeared to be in good order and some of it was in need of thinning.
Significant work has been done in the silvicultural area. There is no doubt that the
harvesting and silvicultural work that has been practised in recent times has been extremely
beneficial and that the regeneration has been quite spectacular. In one area of reseeded
and regenerated forest the trees are so thick that they are in dire need of thinning.
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The park proposed for French Island is not in an area I know, but I understand it is a
beautiful wetland. The park was first proposed by the Liberal Party when it was in office.
In reading a contribution by the honourable member for Mornington in another place in
debate on the Bill, I note that five generations of one family have been involved in caring
for the island. The island is unique for its harvesting of zostera, or seagrass. I understand
this practice is to be phased out. Seagrass has been harvested and sold under the brand
name of Alpinite for insulation material, but the production is to be phased out because it
is believed the collection of the material is affecting food supplies for certain fish. If that is
the case, the move will be a loss to the families who have been involved in its collection.
I shall deal now with the area west of the Grampians, which is virtually in the province
I represent and is an area I know well.
The Hon. B. A. Chamberlain-It is in my area.
The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY-Mr Chamberlain has corrected me by saying it is in his
province, not mine. I think of the Grampians as being part of my area, as they are close
by. At least I know the area fairly well. The area consists mainly of yellow gum and box
forests and is fairly scrubby country. It is not really the sort of country that one would
immediately consider for declaration as a park area. Like the Barmah Forest, it has been
used for a number of activities over the years, particularly timber harvesting.
The Mount Arapiles-Tooan area is unique. Mount Arapiles is a unique rock formation
and is world acclaimed as a rock climbing challenge. I assure honourable members it
would be a great challenge to me! It is a beautiful area and has every right to be proclaimed
as a State park. I have some difficulty accepting the Tooan area attached to it as part of
the park. Relatively small amounts of timber have been taken from that park over the
years, mainly yellow gum and red gum, some of which was sawn timber and some of
which was used by the farming community for poles. If this practice is stopped timber will
have to be brought into the area at more cost, which will place a strain on those areas from
whence the timber will have to be brought.
Black Range Park is similar and I shall not speak in detail about it. It has had the same
uses and the Opposition has received representations from a number of people in the
Horsham area who believe those two parks should be maintained as multiple-use areas.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-They have not been cut for years. Do you know the parks we
are talking about? Do you want us to cut what we do not cut now? Have you seen forestry
in that area recently?
The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY-I know the areas well. The Angahook-Lome Park is
another park that was first proposed by the Liberal Party. It is in the Anglesea, Lome and
Otways area.
Mount Lawson State Park on the Murray Valley Highway at Tallangatta contains
different tree species again, having peppermint, and cyprus pine. It is obviously worthy of
some protection. There is no doubt that parks proposed in the Bill have a wide variety of
species of vegetation.
The last four pages of the Minister's second-reading speech were devoted entirely to
grazing and timber harvesting in the Barmah Forest. I have dealt with that fully enou~ at
this stage and I shall be dealing with it more fully in the Committee stage. The OpPOsItion
is concerned about the number of parks that have been proclaimed in Victoria. It is
prepared to agree to the creation of additional parks provided they are made available for
multiple use.
I have no doubt that people in the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands,
who have considerable expertise, understand the forests situation and can manage those
forests as multiple-use parks. The Opposition will be making that proposal in the
Committee stage. It will not oppose the Bill, but will move amendments to it.
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The Hon. D. M. EVANS (North Eastern Province)-The Bill will add approximately
67 500 hectares of State parks and 26 hectares of national parks to Victoria. Six major
State parks are proposed in the Bill together with a number of smaller parks and one
national park of 26 hectares. It is worth remembering that approximately 5·7 per cent of
the State of Victoria is already included in parks of one form or another. It represents
approximately 15 per cent of the public land of this State. More land may as well be in the
parks system, if it is intended that a park should protect the area of land in restricted
management for some purpose such as conservation, because in most of the timber
harvesting areas of this State substantial prescriptions protect major areas. In such areas
as stream side reserves, which are areas of slope that are too steep, there are wildlife
corridors and so forth and a minor percentage of the timber producing areas is available
for that purpose.
Substantial areas are also set aside in one form or another under restricted use
management regimes, including such areas as rainforests. As Mr de Fegely said, the former
Liberal Government originally set out to have approximately 5 per cent of the area of the
State included in the State national parks system.
We have already exceeded that; and still Land Conservation Council recommendations
in east Gippsland are currently being considered by the Government. Those
recommendations would increase substantially the national and State park area, to the
detriment of the economy of the State and the utter devastation of east Gippsland's
economy.
Land Conservation Council reports and recommendations are still being prepared,
particularly in the central area to the north-east and north of Melbourne. If they run true
to form, one can expect that, in that major area of the State, additional recommendations
will be made for further State and national parks. So that 5·7 per cent is set to climb
further, unless this House is prepared to do something to protect the ordinary people of
Victoria from this march of restricted land use management.
Further, the Minister has clearly indicated-and she is quite honest about it-that,
under pressure from people in the back rooms of her party, a major new addition will be
made to the alpine park in Victoria. I am not sure that the Minister herself agrees that it
ought to happen. That addition will take the restricted land use area towards 10 per cent
of the total area of the State before very long, if we continue at the present rate.
As Mr de Fegely has said, and I agree with him, the department is already having
considerable difficulty in managing the area of land that is already under its control; and
there is good sense in suggesting that much of that land would be better managed under a
multi-use strategy rather than under a State or national park system.
The National Party does support and has supported national parks in the very best and
truest sense of the word in Victoria. It has supported legislation in that direction and that
is on the record; and no doubt at some time in the future it will again do the same thing.
However, members of the National Party are choosy about the areas that should be
declared. We believe there must be real justification and real benefit to the community of
Victoria; and we will go further into our arguments in a more detailed fashion in the
course of this debate, if honourable members have the patience to wait.
It is reasonable to deal with each of the major parks proposed in the Bill, and I indicate
that the National Party will not support five of the six areas dealt with.
We do not support the addition of the Black Range State Park. Nothing in any of the
Land Conservation Council's reports that I have read suggests that the various features
described in those reports cannot be adequately protected and managed under a multipleuse system. In fact, I suggest that there may be far greater benefit to the community in
managing it in that fashion. I do not believe a major rock formation will be endangered
because cattle graze in the area or because someone cuts timber for a few posts. It could be
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damaged if one carried the whole thing away to be used as road-making metal, but that is
not suggested.
My colleague in another place, Mr Bill McGrath, the honourable member for Lowan,
has had a number of letters concerning the Black Range State Park; and there is concern
that its inclusion in the State park system will lead to additional discipline that may direct
people where they have to go; may impose substantial further restrictions on their
movements and on their ability to hunt for game in the park area and carry out a number
of other reasonable recreational pursuits.
In a letter from Mr Gary Knight of7 Arnold Street Horsham, dated 10 November 1986,
he says:
If there is no guarantee that the dispersed camping and access to the reservoir within the proposed park area
will continue under a State park then the National Party should object to the inclusion of the Black Range in the
proposed amendment Bill.

Another letter to my colleague, the honourable member for Lowan, says:
Being a keen hunter, I find more and more restrictions being placed on my chosen sport.

Perhaps he heard about the proposed 10 o'clock opening for the duck hunting season. He
says:
I also cannot see how shooting interferes with the flora of a given area.

A Mr Cockcroft points out that shooting often assists in the control of these areas.
Yet another letter says:
I think the Forests Commission has done a great job at Mount Arapiles. Why are we in danger of being herded
into areas that the Government tells us that we may use along with hundreds of other people and the associated
noise?

In other words, he does not see the national or State park system as having particular
value.
A similar thing happens in relation to the Angahook-Lorne area, which is also proposed
in the Bill for reservation as a State park. Again, the National Party finds no reason in the
description given by the Land Conservation Council as to why it cannot be properly
managed under the present arrangement. My colleague, Mr Hallam, will make some
submissions on this particular area.
Another major area concerned falls in my own electorate, the Mount Lawson area,
which is between Tallangatta, Cudgewa and the village ofWalwa in the Mount Alfred area
which, as the Minister knows, is the home of the Australian breed of cattle, Murray Grey,
and which has some of the finest grazing country in Victoria.
The 1973 Land Conservation Council recommendations suggested that an area of
12 270 hectares be set aside. At that time, it was intended to be a multipurpose park for
open space recreation and low-intensity harvesting of natural resources-in other words,
the taking of a bit of post timber, perhaps the odd mill log for a spot mill operator; and
there was a prospect of archaeological sites being dech;tred within that area. Indeed, there
are some such sites at one site but, since they have been brought to public notice, one or
two" Arabs" got in there and have not done them a lot of good. In 1973 it was intended
that grazing, mining and low-intensity timber harvesting should be allowed. Tin mining
was allowed in the traditional areas; there was no legal grazing; limited recreation was
allowed; and the land has been managed in that way since that 1973 decision.
However, the Victorian National Parks Association decided that this was a prime area
of land which should be reserved as part of the association's ego building exercise of
getting more and more land into the park system, and it has conducted a substantial
campaign to have this area included in the State Park system.
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The Tallangatta Shire Council, whose area borders and in fact encompasses a great deal
of the area, is concerned about fire control, access roads and the lack of public consultation.
The Hon. B. W. Mier-Rubbish!
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-I can only quote the shire secretary. That is his view and
that of the council.
The Wodonga Pastoral Division of the Victorian Farmers Federation is concerned as
to whether a properly controlled burning program will be carried out and that there should
not be a repeat of the devastation suffered in the Walwa-Corryong area two years ago. In
other words, they are concerned that this area will not be as well managed as it should be
and that changing its status will not help the position. The Shire of Tallangatta is also
concerned that fuel reduction burning should take place. The shire raised the suggestionand I point out that it has experience in this area-that there could well be parts of the
proposed Mount Lawson State Park which could be suitable for pine plantations.
As the Minister will know, not so long ago legislation was passed in this House, with
considerable discussion, which provided the seal of approval of Parliament to an agreement
signed by Bowater-Scott Ltd and its Myrtleford mill and the Victorian Government. The
agreement committed this and subsequent Governments for a period of 40 years to a
major supply of resource of up to 400 ()()() cubic metres in the last twenty years of that
agreement.
I am aware that at least one other major timber user is seeking a similar agreement at
this time. In addition, the Australian Newsprint Mills company at Ettamogah near Albury
draws substantial pine reserves from north-eastern Victoria. For those who may be
interested, only a day or two ago there was a news item in which the Australian Newsprint
Mills company said that it was quite happy to have a reduction in tariff protection because
it believed such a reduction would make it internationally competitive and eventually
allow the company to compete on an export market.
It might perhaps start to even out the immense balance of trade problems Australia
suffers in timber and timber products which, at present, is of the order of $1·6 billion
annually. The enterprise of that company was approved, I believe, by Senator Button, the
Federal Minister.

The Hon. J. E. Kirner-What have pines to do with national parks?
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-I am speaking about Mount Lawson.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-We are speaking about what is growing in the State park areas.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-The National Party suggests that it is worth considering the
point made by the Shire of Tallangatta that there may be areas in the proposed Mount
Lawson park that could be suitable for the p:owin$ of pines. As I have said, that area of
the State is a major producer of pines With major industries underpinned by major
Government agreements ratified by this Parliament. I was involved in discussions that
led to the ratification of those agreements. A concern of the Government, the department
and the firms concerned was the ability of the department to supply the contracted natural
resource. In other words, the company was not sure that there was enough pine being
grown. The pines have to be grown somewhere and the Shire ofTallangatta suggested that
certain areas in the proposed Mount Lawson reserve may well be suitable for that purpose.
Under a multiple-use regime that would be perfectly proper and perfectly possible. The
caves containing Aboriginal paintings could be preserved. The need for the local community
to have access roads for recreational and other purposes and the ability to get the odd bit
of timber out of the area would be well covered.
If it were considered desirable, grazing could be permitted, as is permitted in the Mount
Pilot area near Beechworth and many other areas. That would be a sensible land
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management use. I suggest that the Mount Lawson area is very typical of several of the
other major parks suggested in the Bill.
As Mr de Fegely said, perhaps the most important park of all is the one at Barmah,
which, again, is in the province represented by Mr Baxter and me. I am aware that Mr
Baxter, who knows the area very well, will be speaking a little later tonight about that area.
I believe it is also reasonable that I should make some comments, too.
I first went to the Barmah Forest ten years ago with a Mr Bert Schier who was at that
time, if I recall correctly, a councillor of the Shire of Nathalia. I travelled extensively
through the park with him. Mr Schier knew the forest well and pointed out the properties
of the area-the way in which the red gum was growing at the time and the regeneration
that was taking place.
Mr Schier also pointed out the way the timber had been won over the past 100 or more
years. He showed me a canoe tree and pointed out some of the major features of the land.
He also pointed out the cattle grazing areas and provided me with a good description and
rundown of a substantial area of the forest.
Mr Schier described to me how the Barmah Forest had been developed 30000 years
ago when a geological fault in the earth's surface formed the Cadell tilt and changed the
course of the River Murray.
Several years went by before I again visited the area. I visited the area a number of times
in company with various Ministers of the Crown: firstly, with the former Minister for
Planning and Environment, then with the current Minister for Conservation, Forests and
Lands and again with the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs. I also visited the area
with some of my Parliamentary colleagues from the National Party. From my assessment,
the red gum forest looks to have matured. There are plenty of young healthy trees and the
trees appear to have grown and are continuing to grow.
I was aware that timber harvesting had continued in the area as well as cattle grazing.
Some twelve months ago I took part in the Barmah Forest cattle muster. I have received
an invitation this year and will again be on horseback helping to bring in the cattle. The
whole area seemed to be extremely well managed. The report of the Land Conservation
Council is interesting. For example, it states:
Red gum forests and woodlands support the highest faunal species diversity of any habitat in the study area.
Species requiring tree hollows for nesting are well represented in the park.

I emphasise the words "well represented". At the bottom of page 16, the report further
states:
The major aim is to conserve and protect in a relatively natural state a representative sample of the components
making up the red gum forest ecosystem. Grazing by domestic stock is an incompatible use.
. . . The Aboriginal people have a long and continuing association with the Barmah Forest ... local Aboriginal
communities should be involved in the preparation of a management plan for the park.

I can assure honourable members that Mr Atkinson, who travelled in my car in that area,
is a person of some repute in the Aboriginal community. These people seem to be very
much involved and well respected by the other citizens of that communitr. In other words,
the Aboriginal community will not only be represented, but also it wil be welcomed in
any management of the Barmah Forest In the future.
The adjacent New South Wales forest and the important functions in respect of regulation
and flood mitigation along the River Murray will be considered.
It is interesting to note that the Victorian Irrigation Research and Promotion
for example, says that there needs to be a study in Victoria of the flood
regtme of the River Murray. Indeed, the River Murray Commission has already
commissioned such a study. It has not been completed, but this Government and this
Minister are prepared to rush headlong into a declaration of certain areas of the forest
before that essential study is completed.
O~nisation

654

COUNCIL

7 April 1987

National Parks (Amendment) Bill

I can assure you, Mr President, that I have no intention of responding to the disorderly
interjections that are taking place. It is interesting to note further recommendations made
by the Land Conservation Council.
The council's recommendations for the Barmah Forest on page 18 state:
That the area of 7900 ha shown on the map be used:
(a) to provide opportunities for recreation and education associated with the enjoyment and understanding of

natural environments ...

That is tremendous if one wants to preserve that area in its pristine state. The Murray
Valley League's publication Riverlander Notes of April 1986 refers to the Barmah Forest
and states:
The Shire of Nathalia draws attention to the behaviour of people on the river and in the Barmah Forest as
follows. "The indiscriminate riding of trail bikes. The unruly behaviour of many campers. The dangerous use of
speed boats and lack of respect for others using the river. Last but not least the rubbish and general mess
carelessly abandoned by visitors".

It is clear that the opportunity for recreation is not a legitimate reason, if the Shire of

Nathalia and the Murray Valley League-which has a reputation for caring for the River
Murray over many years-are to be believed. Recreation is not the best thing since sliced
bread for the Barmah Forest.
The recommendations on page 18 further state:
(e) grazing be phased out by no later than three years after the acceptance of this recommendation.

The Minister for Planning and Environment wrote to me on 21 October 1986 following a
question asked by me in Parliament on 29 April concerning the deliberate lighting of fires
in the Barmah Forest. The Minister stated:
River red gum, in particular young regeneration, is sensitive to damage by fire and even relatively cool bums
can cause the death of some young trees. Mature trees may also suffer a degree of damage and this can reduce
their value for timber production. Grazing is therefore the most frequently used method of reducing the fire
hazard in areas of red gum forest where a major aim of management is the production of high-quality timber.
In areas of red gum forest where the primary aim of management is conservation of the natural ecosystem
rather than timber production, it is possible that carefully planned and executed fuel-reduction burning in
strategic areas (such as mature red gum stands) would provide an alternative fire protection measure to grazing.
It is realised that river red gum is a fire-sensitive eucalypt and that even relatively cool fuel-reduction bums may
damage trees because of the accumulation of flood debris around the base of the trees but the significance of this
diminishes if the trees are not to be harvested.

In other words, it was suggested that a second-rate method should be used rather than
grazing, which is a proven and well-tried method. The second-rate method of fuel reduction
burning was to be used in a fire-sensitive species area and one should forget that it will
also damage trees that might otherwise have lived for hundreds of years. Perhaps the
damage to trees would be a benefit by creating hollows!
The forest has been managed by well-tried methods for the past 150 years. The Land
Conservation Council said that species requiring tree hollows for nesting are well
represented in the park. The managers of the area for the past 150 years appear to have
kept up the supply of hollow trees.
One of the distinguished persons who visited the Barmah Forest was the Leader of the
Opposition, Mr JeffKennett. On 31 July 1986 Mr Stan Vale, the well-respected President
of the Barmah Forest Preservation League, presented him with an extensive submission
similar to the one presented to the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, the
Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs and other people who have visited the area.
The document contains no surprises. Mr Vale said that the league is totally opposed to
State parks in the Barmah Forest area.
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Mr Vale also wrote to the Leader of the Opposition in the other place on 24 November
1986 and said:
If the Barmah Forest is to remain open for all, and forever, the Liberals must reject the legislation for State
parks.

Following his visit, the Leader of the Opposition attended a public meeting on 31 July
1986 and discussed the issue with people from many walks of life and interest groups. A
report in the Shepparton News of August 1986 is interesting because, besides showing a
nice photograph of Mr Kennett, Mr Vale and Mr Enoch Trickey, who is Vice-President of
the Barmah Forest Preservation League, under the heading ··Save the forest: Kennett", it
states:
Mr leffKennett believes Barmah Forest should be saved from being "locked up".
The Leader of the State Opposition said it was essential for the survival of the forest and the people who made
their living from it.
Mr Kennett took the "save the forest" stance at a meeting of the Barmah Forest Preservation League in
Nathalia last night.
Mr Kennett said last night that those who worked such forests as that at Barmah were the true conservationists
and had commonsense on their side.
Mr Kennett said forest workers were commercially viable and had the forests interests at heart to maintain
their viability.
He described those the league was fighting as ""extremists".
Mr Kennett told league members that time for compromise was over and asked them to fight hard to save
their forest.

That is all well-balanced, reasonable and sensible stuff. The Barmah Forest Timber Industry
Workers group is not an affiliate of the National Party, but its president, Mr lan Green,
stated in a submission:
We consider the local timber industry is worth over a million dollars in gross product to the local community
and does not affect the potential value of the tourist industry ...
Finally, we ask for your support in retaining the present multiple use policy which, we believe, caters for all
requirements. This policy, through experience and fine tuning of forest management techniques, will ensure, we
believe, the continued productivity of the forest in the long term.

VjLine, in a letter of 29 April 1985 to Mr John Killmester of Picola, a long-time Barmah
area resident, gave the following figures:
Year
1983
1984
Total

Crown Land
Victoria
112376
89 865
202241

Crown Land
N.S. W.
104 315
105 372
209 687

I imagine the forest just across the river from Barmah was well represented:

1983
1984
Total

Private
Property
Victoria
60 158
47994
108 152

Private
Property
N.S.W.
156575,
159 180
315755

Total
433424
402411
835835

I assume some railway lines in Victoria will survive the ravages of the activities of the
Minister for Transport and that future Victorians will continue to prefer timber to concrete
sleepers so that railway engines and carriages will run safely on the rails.
If substantial areas of Crown land from which the raw material-the red gum treescomes are taken out, it will put greater stress on the timber that comes from private
properties. Regrettably, timber from private property is, at this time, under greater stress
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and threat than timber from public land. There tends to be less concentration on or
opportunity for regeneration of timber from private land despite the extremely good work
done by many organisations interested in the growing of trees in Victoria and the substantial
research that has been done.
The Barmah Forest Preservation League wrote to the Premier on 17 March 1986. The
letter was signed by the resident, Mr Vale, and he made a number of comments that I shall
quote:
Without silvicultural management, the forest would become a forest of old trees.
Would become a mammoth fire hazard, resulting in holocaust fires.
Would result in job losses in the timber industry.
Would make the cattle industry unviable.
Would become a harbour for feral animals, disease and noxious weeds.
Would mean a loss in revenue to the State.

The letter also stated that the league:
supports the Land Conservation Council's recommendations for River Murray regulation, wildlife values,
and historic sites.
Considers cattle grazing is essential for fire control.

There is much evidence, including that from the Minister for Planning and Environment,
to suggest that there is substantial reason for forming that opinion. The league opposes
fuel reduction burning because river red gums are heat sensitive and cool burns will kill
the trees. The league also believes the potential for job creation in the forest is enormous.
It is worth putting on record this part of the letter:
Our concern for its future is genuine. We believe each generation only holds it in trust for the next. We consider
that if this great renewable resource is to be preserved for future generations, the only sensible form of conservation
is multiple use management on a sustainable yield basis.

One could hardly suggest they are the views of an organisation that wanted to rape the
land or not look after it. Rather, they are sensitive and sensible management suggestions
provided by people who have a love of the country and who look after the land extremely
well.
In a submission dated 18 September 1985 to the then Minister for Planning and
Environment, the Barmah Forest Preservation League stated:
The forest as it is today in its present productive state under forestry multiple use management, and with forest
products industries operating, has much more to offer the true conservationist and tourist, than it would have
locked up as a State park. Its excenent condition today and its long history of timber production and cattle
grazing without the loss of the resource, is testimony to the forest's ability to go on providing timber and grazing
in the long tenn future on a sustainable yield basis, whilst at the same time providing the environment haven for
an other forest-associated occupations and recreations, and the unique habitat for the wildlife and flora.

I have quoted at substantial length letters, articles and opinions expressed by the Barmah
Forest Preservation League in numerous publications and by many people who have
visited the forest. Never have I heard anyone seriously argue the points advanced. By
silence, people agree. If they disagree, they have been unable to advance publicly any
arguments to suggest that the league is wrong.
Honourable members have heard what a wonderful place the Barmah Forest is and
what a wonderfully versatile and varied area it is with enormous ranges of flora and fauna,
but that it has a problem with the management of a flood regime. It appears that the Land
Conservation Council is happy with the present state of the area, and the National Party
suggests that the area remain under the present multiple-use management regime. That is
sensible and simple. Why change it when everything is going so well?
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I know my colleague, Mr Baxter, will comment on the Barmah Forest because of his
close association and interest in it. I have dealt with the five major areas that the National
Party proposes to vote against when the Bill is in Committee, ifit gets that far.
The National Party does not oppose the area of 8300 hectares on French Island on
Western Port Bay. I understand that there are enormously big mosquitoes in the area. The
National Party has no objection to the Mount Richmond National Park on purchased
land, the Warrandyte State Park consisting of 202 hectares on purchased land, Discovery
Bay Coastal Park on purchased land, a donated area of 11 hectares in the Gippsland Lakes
Coastal Park, an excision for a Government road in Pink Lakes State Park or the donated
land in the Warby Ranges State Park.
An area of 220 hectares in the Warby Ranges State Park has been donated by the family
of the late Mr Clive Nason. I have pleasure in supporting the proposal that the area of
land be reserved for the enjoyment of Victorians as a nature and wildlife reserve. I knew
Mr Nason very well and he was well known to my father. I was aware of the enormous
public service that he gave to the Wangaratta community, and I note that he pronounced
the name "Wangaratta" correctly.
For many years he was the announcer at the agricultural society show and he was an
expert horseman. Even in the years just prior to his death he assisted disabled people in
learning to ride and he was one of the peoyle who got that activity going in the Wangaratta
district. Mr Nason was a keen member 0 the Country Fire Authority and of the Country
Party, the forerunner to the National Party. He stood as a preselectlon canqidate for the
Federal seat oflndi, but that was well before my time of interest in politics.
At the beginning of my remarks I commented on the area of land already within the
State's national parks system totalling 5·7 per cent of the State's area. The Bill includes
approximately 67 500 hectares. If the Government continues on this track, it will not be
long before at least half of Victoria's public land has restricted land use.
It is worthwhile to quote the late R. G. Downes, one of the fathers of the Soil Conservation
Authority and author of a 1969 paper entitled, "Conservation, and the Community"
published in the book, Man, the Earth and Tomorrow. The late Mr Downes stated:
The most useful land to a community are those areas having characteristics which provide the community
with a wide range of choices for its use. The least useful areas of land are those having characteristics which
restrict its use to one or two possible choices.

I have already stated that the National Party supports some areas of land of outstanding
and special significance being included in national parks.
One would scarcely argue against the top area ofMt Buffalo being included in a national
park. No doubt throughout the State there are similar areas. However, one must be careful
because if too much land is included in the national park category it loses its significance,
its value and the whole aspect of having national parks is watered down.
It is the view of the National Party that this headlong rush into placing as much public
land as possible into a restricted use category is not only wrong, uSIng the definition of the
late R. G. Downes and many other experienced people, but also it is based on emotionalism
gone wild.
Much of the land being proposed to be incorporated in the national parks is quite
inappropriate, as observed by our colleague, Mr Birrell, during debate on the Alpine
National Parks Bill in this House on 24 April 1986. Mr Birrell gave a most balanced and
sensible contribution in that debate.
The Hon. J. E. Kimer interjected.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-Unless we are careful, the Government and Parliament will
continue to place land into restricted use management in a manner that will severely
inhibit the success of the timber industry strategy so bravely launched by the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands only last August.

658

COUNCIL

7 April 1987

National Parks (Amendment) Bill

The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Bravely and beautifully.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-I would scarcely say that! The Government has continued
to place land in restricted use management, an actIon that has scared the moleskins off the
mountain cattlemen and with good reason, when one reads the uncompromising and
usually inaccurate and emotionally charged reports from the Australian Conservation
Foundation and others, and despite the fact that the Australian Conservation Foundation
conveniently forgets that the mountain cattlemen are well supported and recognised by
the vast majority of Victorians as being true conservationists.
Even Dr Bellamy, the well-known English naturalist, is reported in the Sunday Press on
20 April 1986 as stating that it was his belief that grazing had now come into balance in
the alpine areas and its removal would create substantial changes which, in themselves,
would not be beneficial. That was a responsible comment made by Dr Bellamy and it is
appropriate that I mention him in a discussion on land management throughout Victoria.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Will you support Dr Bellamy's comments on east Gippsland?
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-Parliament is being asked to further increase, under restricted
management, areas of land in Victoria for the Department of Conservation, Forests and
Lands, a department that is still in the throes of a reorganisation, even after almost four
years. I refer to my sustained, genuine and well-based criticism on 16 April 1986 when
moving a motion in this House and again on 17 February 1987 when discussing a motion
moved by Mr Chamberlain and supported widely by the House.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-And defeated soundly by the arguments.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-Responsible and sensible arguments were put forward which
the Minister would be well advised to heed and to do something about because, if she does
not, her portfolio, with which she is trying hard, will not have been well managed.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-The only thing that is trying about my portfolio is your speeches
in this House.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-Actually, the Minister is sometimes very trying! Her
department cannot meet its important responsibilities now, let alone compounding the
problem by adding additional areas ofland to national parks. Yet officers in the Department
of Conservation, Forests and Lands have the ability and training and, more importantly,
the rapport with the environment to manage it according to the needs of the land, not
according to a series of lines drawn on a map.
Land should be managed according to its characteristics of soil, rainfall, its aspect north
and south, its height above sea level, vegetation, current uses and the requirements of the
community-in other words, a multiple-use system. I know the Minister will agree that
her department has officers of the calibre to do precisely that.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-That is why I have a Director of National Parks. Are you
suggesting he is not up to the job?
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-There are officers who can carry out that style of management
and do it well. Officers from the department tell me how the land should be managed.
They are situated in different parts of the State. Their professional competence leads them
,to know whether they can manage the land in this fashion. It is a slur on any officer's
professional competence for anyone to suggest that such officers cannot manage the land
in a correct fashion.
The Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands has all the power it needs to
manage grazing, timber, mining and so on. It has the prescriptions which set out
conservation guidelines, as I have already stated, governing streams, slopes, wildlife
corridors, the management of the forests in a mosaic pattern to provide for recolonisation
to ensure that habitat and seed trees are left and that the smaller rainforest areas that are
of significance and have particular fragility are properly protected.
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Given that management control and expertise, less damage will be caused to our forests
than has been caused by wild fire, especially wild fire of the 1939 and 1983 variety. We
must recognise that the ecology of this nation will not return to 1788 and even before that
time. Regardless of what we do, the land has changed. European civilisation is here and
will remain here unless we are dispossessed by a stronger and more aggressive civilisation
than our own. It is regrettable that that is the nature of civilisation.
What we are left with is a highly emotional, highly irrational commitment by a few
people who continue to deny the majority of the community reasonable access to the
community's own property.
The National Party accepts the needs for certain areas of land to have national park
classification. The National Party has supported some national park legislation in the past
and will continue to do so in the future. Indeed, I have indicated that it will support one
during the passage of this Bill.
However, it is our view that there is too little difference between national parks and
State parks. As a logical extension of the arguments that I have advanced tonight, I desire
to move, as a reasoned amendment:
That all the words after "That" be omitted with a view to inserting in place thereof "this Bill be withdrawn
and redrafted to include amendments to section 18 of the principal Act to provide that declaration of a park
under Schedule 3 of the Act shall be for the better management, on a multiple-use basis, of areas of public land
which contain within them certain areas, generally relatively small and/or dispersed, of specific interest and
requiring special protection or treatment, the whole to be subject to a management plan."

I shall speak now to both the amendment and to the motion. I made the comment that
there is insufficient -difference between the definition of national parks and other parks,
generally conceded "\0 be State parks. The definitions are set out in the National Parks Act
and particularly in section 18 of the principal Act. The preamble of the Bill suggests that
other parks should be areas with scenic, historical, archaeological, biological, geological or
other features of scientific interest that are worthy of preservation but, whether by reason
of the limited size of the areas or the limited significance of the features, are not suitable
for reservation as national parks.
It also suggests that they should include areas of natural beauty or interest, primarily for
recreation or educational use but parts of which may be used for primary industry,
hunting, shooting, fishing or other uses appropriate to the areas.
That does not appear to be carried forward into the body of the Bill.
Section 4 (b) (ii) of the principal Act, states that one of the objects of the Act is:
... to make provision for the public to observe, experience or otherwise become acquainted in those parks with
the countryside and rural skills activities and pursuits for carrying on, in those parks and for those purposes,
agricultural, horticultural or other agrarian projects ...

In other words, it is not intended, according to that very clear restriction in the current
principal Act, to allow multiple use for other than what one might term demonstratiQntype purposes.
The preamble of the Bill is therefore circumvented and subverted in that sense by that
section, and that is carried further in section 18 which, as I have stated, does not allow for
very much difference in management procedure between a national and a State park.
Mr de Fegely, on behalf of the Liberal Party and the Opposition, indicated clearly on a
number of occasions that his party favours multiple use management of certain areas of
land in Victoria. Regrettably, there does not appear in the present Act any capacity to
identify and treat separately and specially such an area of land.
I am aware that a number of Land Conservation Council reports refer to what would
appear to be another category called regional parks which are not clearly specified. Perhaps
the time has now come to recognise that we have a major problem in managing all areas
of the State. Maybe there are certain parts of the State with areas small in themselves but,
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nevertheless, significant which need to be managed specially but which are somewhat
difficult to define as to area. We may well be seen to have a need for another category in
the parks system which allows for that to happen on a mUltiple use or a mosaic-type basis.
I suggest that there needs to be some amendment to the Bill before the House is prepared
to read it a second time. I do it in this fashion because it is an opportunity of giving an
indication of the way the National Party sees our public land as being responsibly managed
in accordance with all the material that I put before the House tonight with opinions
expressed by responsible people.
In accordance with many of the pronouncements of the Land Conservation Council, it
is- restricted-as undoubtedly it is-by the present Act and certainly, at least to some
extent, in accordance with the preamble to the Act which is not carried forward in the
body of the Act.
I direct the attention of the House to the fact that it is not carried forward. Assuming
that Parliament intended that the preamble to that Act meant something, it is about time
Parliament considered its further amendment, and I take this opportunity to say that is
what should be done. I also suggest, as I have moved a reasoned amendment, that the
House hold this Bill up until amendments are made to the principal Act-the National
Parks Act-so that we can manage particular areas of land rather more carefully until we
can get around to careful management of the whole area.
I suggest some amendments, and I am happy to circulate those, although not to table
them. I suggest that section 3 (1) of the principal Act be amended to include the following
words:
"Multiple use area" means an area managed in accordance with its natural properties and according to the
needs of the community...

The PRESIDENT-Order! Mr Evans is carrying his debate on the proposed
amendments too far. He will have an opportunity to discuss them at the Committee stage.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-I have proposed a reasoned amendment that the Bill not be
read a second time. I am not proposing to amend the Bill; I am suggesting an amendment
to the principal Act, and further suggesting that before the House agrees to it, amendments
to the principal Act should be submitted for consideration. I am now suggesting the general
direction that those amendments may follow. I am not suggestin$ an amendment to a
measure before the House, but suggesting amendments to the princIpal Act at a later date.
The PRESIDENT-So long as Mr Evans keeps to the amendment on the principal Act
he is in order but if he starts to get into amendments to the clauses I will have to rule him
out of order.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS-I am not suggesting amendments to the clauses at all: I am
suggesting, in support of my reasoned amendment to the Bill, that amendments be made
to the principal Act.
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-On a point
of order, we have before the House a reasoned amendment to the National Parks
(Amendment) Bill, and it is in writing before us. What Mr Evans is now proceeding to do
is not only to speak to that amendment but to foreshadow further amendments, which he
is now seeking to do in detail, regarding that reasoned amendment. This has nothing to do
with the House but refers to some other Bill that might not be here.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern Province)-My colleague is not in any way
transgressing the forms of the House. I believe that you, Mr President, were justified in
querying him, as you have just resumed the chair.
Mr Evans has moved a reasoned amendment which suggests that the Bill be not read a
second time until certain amendments to the principal Act are placed before Parliament.
He is now expanding his argument and suggesting what those amendments to the principal
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Act might be. He is not suggesting or pursuing or requesting any amendments to the
clauses of the Bill.

The PRESIDENT-I accept that, as long as Mr Evans is fully aware that he must stick
to arguing his amendment and so long as he confines his argument to the amendment and
does not go beyond that.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS (North Eastern Province)-In order to gain the acceptance
that the reasoned amendment I put forward is a reasonable proposal, I inform the House
of what amendments to the principal Act should take place so the House may consider
them.
I suggest that section 3 of the principal Act should include a definition of multiple use
areas as follows:
"Multiple use area" means an area managed in accordance with its natural properties and according to the
needs of the community for recreation, natural resources and conservation values in accordance with Section 18.

If the House is to consider my ideas, I suggest that a number of amendments should be
made to section 18, and if those amendments are accepted, it would then read:
"The Director General of Conservation, Forests and Lands (a new classification-Bill not yet passed) shall,
subject to this Act(1) Ensure that each (multi-purpose) Park referred to in sub-section (I) is controlled and managed in accordance
with the objects of this Act, and with sub section (I) of this clause, and so far as is appropriate to the Park.

(2) Manage the Park in accordance with multiple use strategies to permit commercial operations including
harvesting of timber and timber products, and to ensure regeneration and replanting offorest species.
.\
(3) Allow commercial grazing of livestock, particularly as part ofa management strategy of fuel reduction.
(4) Allow for mining or other extractive industries following preparation of an environmental impact statement
(5) Preserve and protect indigenous flora and fauna in the Park.
(6) Preserve and protect features of scenic, archaeological, historic, ecological or geological interest in the park.
(7) Encourage public use for the enjoyment of the countryside, flora and fauna, geology and other natural
features.
(8) Control exotic flora and fauna.

That is, noxious weeds and vermin;
(9) Protect against entry by fire.
(10) Promote and encourage the enjoyment of Parks.

I should add that that enjoyment should be responsible and responsive to community
values with no litter or other waste destroying the environment; and finally,
(11) Prepare a plan of management.

I suggest that such an amendment to the principal Act would give this community and the
Land Conservation Council, or its successor in future years, an opportunity for a wider
choice of public management in Victoria, which is entirely appropriate and within the
guidelines needed by the wider community, giving considerable additional flexibility.
I suggest it is appropriate because there exists within the Department of Conservation,
Forests and Lands, if the management picks up a bit, the sort of expertise among the
officers to manage that land well. They would respond to the challenge of managing that
land and could do so to the benefit of the community.
It is a serious suggestion, I put forward on behalf of the National Party. I discussed it
with a number of different groups who support such a concept. It deserves the serious
consideration of the House and of the wider community. It should be considered further
and the Bill should not be passed until the possibilities of this proposal are argued out.
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I suggest that the ideas I have advanced tonight in favour of my reasoned amendment
are not necessarily the be-all and end-all and there could well be considerable input from
other sides to the benefit of the Bill and the management of public land in Victoria.
Indeed, I am not so presumptuous as to think that I advance the only good ideas in this
House. I am sure other honourable members could assist the process and the concept I
have put forward to its benefit and the benefit of the community.
I ask for the consideration of the House. It is worthwhile and it is in those terms that I
moved the reasoned amendment and hope the House will support me.
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne Province)-It is with some pleasure that I
support the National Parks (Amendment) Bill and with some feeling that I oppose the
amendment moved by Mr Evans.
However, he has, perhaps, done the House a favour in one sense by bringing forward
the amendment. It overwhelms fairly careful arguments advanced by other members
about the merits of respective parks. The sense of his amendment and what he is
foreshadowing really challenges the whole of the national parks system built up in this
State.
It would be quite possible, under the direction and intention of such an amendment, for
us to dismantle the national parks system and the conservation ethic that has had, to a
large degree, bipartisan support in Victoria.
Also, we might as well consider the prospects of grazil!g, of mining and of timber cutting
in all existing parks-Wilson's Promontory, Mount Buffalo-we could go through the list
of all parks in Victoria and see the sort of effect that would result from this multi-purpose
park use, which is deliberately put forward.
However, an even more serious point requires honourable members and the public to
think further. I have no doubt that the Liberal Party will vote to defeat this amendment
because it contains within its ranks enough commitment to conservation to realise the
purposelessness and the path that would have to be followed under this amendment.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-Their amendment does exactly the same thing!
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-But the people of Victoria ought to be aware of what they
would face ifLabor were removed from office and a coalition took its place. The price that
the National Party would extract from such a coalition would be just such a scenario. It
would want to have the portfolio of the Department of ConservatIon, Forests and Lands
and to preside over the dismantling of the parks system. We oUght to be grateful for these
ideas being brought out into the open, for the warning they give.
The amendment will not be supported tonight and to understand why, it is important
to look at the history of the development of national parks in the State and, in particular,
the attitudes expressed in September 1970 when Mr Borthwick, on behalf of the then
Liberal Government, brought forward the Land Conservation Bill. In doing that, his
remarks in his second-reading speech are worth remembering. He said:
The Government will have a full study made of aJ] the Crown lands in Victoria with the object of setting aside
and permanently reserving substantial areas for national parks, wildlife reserves and forest parks. This should
ensure that at least 5 per cent ...

hAt least" 5 per cent, Mr de Fegely; not just "5 per cent"!
... of the State is preserved forever.

Further, he went on to say:
It is the Government's intention that the future use of Crown land should no longer be determined by the
traditional methods of the past, but that it should be determined after proper scientific study to understand the
inherent capability and suitability of the land for different uses and after consideration of requirements of the
community for land to be used for particular uses.
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The Land Conservation Council process, which the Labor Government inherited and
supported, resulted from that landmark legislation. I do not deny credit to the Minister
and the people at that time who brought it forward.
It is interesting that the Bill was supported by the Labor Party and opposed at every
turn by the National Party during several divisions at that time. After that time, one sees
that successive Liberal Party Ministers, in bringing forward amendments to the National
Parks Act in a similar form to that brought forward tonight, continually referred to the
reports of the Land Conservation Council and the scientific work conducted by that
council to justify those measures. I will give members of the House some examples.

In April 1978 Mr Borthwick said, in an amendment at that time, that a new park known
as the Burrowa-Pine Mountain National Park would be established a new park as
recommended by the Land Conservation Council for the north-eastern study area. The
Holey Plains State Park also was established after recommendations by the Land
Conservation Council.
In several more instances the Liberal Party adhered-I think reasonably-to the
intentions of that lesislation in allowing a reasoned exposure of the issues in the community,
a scientific evaluatIon of the area by the Land Conservation Council and then followed
through in terms of producing the necessary legislation. Unless the Liberal Party has
become absolutely deficient in attention to conservation issues, it should be expected to
vote tonight to defeat the intention of the reasoned amendment.
What is also important in a debate of this type are the several specific proposals about
which a number of members are obviously aware, and have given descriptions and opinions
on their merits. But the essential point is that the debate exp<?ses the stance of the
respective parties on important conservation issues and establIshes that they have an
ongoing commitment to a conservation ethic and a commitment to preserve native flora
and fauna in perpetuity by preserving whole communities in a way that they interconnect
and ensures that land systems are preserved in a sustained way.
Each party should be prepared to put long-term objectives before short-term gains and
profits. Unfortunately the National Party clearly pointed out that it was all for short-term
gains and profits rather than long-term interest In preserving areas of this country.
The Bill brings before the House a proposal for twelve additions to national parks, six
of which relate to purchased or donated land and the remaining six comprising the Black
Range, Angahook-Lorne, Mount Lawson, Arapiles-Tooan, French Island, and Barmah
State parks, follow recommendations of the Land Conservation Council after its
investigations and reports.
In his address Mr Evans referred several times to the headlong rush towards declaration
of these national parks. As other honourable members have said, the Barmah Forest
proposal for the park encapsulates many of the significant issues and can be used as a focal
point in this debate. The publication of the Land Conservation Council report occurred
in September 1983. I emphasise that that was not the commencement time of the council's
study or the announcement to the public that a process such as this was commencing; that
occurred even earlier.
Almost twelve months later, in June 1984, the Land Conservation Council published
its proposed recommendations so that members of the public and interested persons could
consider them and make further recommendations. The final recommendations of the
council were published in May 1985. It is now 1987 and one could hardly classify that
process as a headlong rush into the declaration of State parks. Some people might argue
that the process was a bit too slow! It certainly does not constitute the headlong rush which
Mr Evans suggested.
In examining the Barmah Forest, the first matter that ought to be established-and I do
not believe many honourable members would disagree-is that this is an area of great
significance. I refer to a book entitled Man and the Murray written by Mr Peter S. Davis.
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The HOD. W. R. Baxter-Who is he?
The HOD. B. T. PULLEN-The author of the book.
The HOD. W. R. Baxter-That is just one man~s opinion.
The HOD. B. T. PULLEN-He is a man capable of writing a book about the subject.
The HOD. W. R. Baxter-I am capable of that, too.
The HOD. B. T. PULLEN-A passage in the book states:
Red Gums fringe the banks of the Murray from Albury to beyond Blanchetown in South Australia, but below
Tocumwal the belt of Red Gums lining the river widens out to form huge forests. At Barmah on the Victorian
side of the river between T ocumwal and Echuca is to be found the greatest Red Gum forest in Australia.

Part of the reasons for red gums flourishing in the area is because of a geological uplift
which has caused what is known locally as the "Barmah Choke". The channel of the River
Murray has constricted the river flow basically because that channel is younger in a
geological sense than the general channel. Therefore, not being as wide or as deep, it
constricts the flow of the river. The result has been a regime of periodical flooding which,
although not unique, has been unusually preferential and has resulted in the growth of red
gums in the area to a state of magnificence. It has also produced a high quality environment
for the proliferation of bird life and other examples of native flora and fauna.
It is a very special area which is still in reasonable condition. However, the area is not
in pristine condition; it has suffered changes because of grazing, timber cutting and,
perhaps more importantly, in t~rms of long-term effects, it has suffered from changes in
the river regime due to the building of dams and irrigation practices resulting in changes
in the pattern of flooding so that waters that would normally flow in winter and early
spring are held back.

The situation in the summer is also reversed in that waters can overtop and gather in
areas to the detriment of the red gums. This change has been appreciated-perhaps a little
belatedly-and efforts have been made to try to improve the Situation by the provision of
regulations on the streams. The streams are known as effluent streams and without
regulation they would allow the water to flow into the forest areas during the unseasonably
high flows in the river as a result of the release of water from the dams for irrigation
purposes.
It is an ongoing problem that requires the attention of the people charged with the
responsibility of monitoring flows on the river and of those people who are concerned
about forest conservation.

Other extremely important factors need to be addressed relating to the changes that
have occurred in respect of grazing and timber harvesting.
Mr Evans, and Mr de Fegely to a larger extent, said that they had inspected the area and
considered the forest to be in pretty good shape. That is not an unreasonable or unnatural
observation. The point is that in situations of this kind it is very difficult for any person
observing the forest at anyone time to appreciate the changes that occur over a long
period.
From the evidence that has been available about the area it is clear that subtle but
persistent change is occurring.
The HOD. R. S. de Fegely-There will always be change.
The HOD. B. T. PULLEN-The changes that are occurring are basically to the detriment
of the environment. Subtle as they might be, they are persistent and, ultimately, can
change such a natural system into one which is of greater artificial character, and eVidence
of this is the reduction of the species in the area: the reduction in the variety and numbers
of species which originally existed there. There is scientific evidence for that.
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One of the references which I believe is Quite useful and also Quite recent is the document
entitled Barmah Forest "... one of the grandest public estates in the Colony", which was
prepared by Charles Fahey and published in March 1987. From the investigations that I
have made of the various texts available, I believe the author of that document has drawn
together a comprehensive and balanced account of the situation at Barmah.
In providing this report, I believe he has tried to sum up in a way which is unbiased and
does not necessarily condemn grazing or wood harvesting in totality, but puts them in a
context where one has to take the effects into account.
The Hon. R. J. Long-What are you Quoting from?
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-I am Quoting from the document to which I referred. The
pages to which I refer are pages 54 to 60, and I shall give the precise Quotes as I need them
to explain the points.
The consideration of the impact of grazing has a fairly early occurrence because in the
late 1930s, a forester named Tingate became concerned at problems in regeneration of the
forests at Barmah, and I Quote from a conclusion he made in July 1938:
I am quite certain now that cattle cause more damage than has previously been admitted particularly on areas
adjacent to good feeding grounds. The question whether cattle grazing is to be continued on present lines is one
requiring very careful consideration in the very near future.

This opinion was echoed by a number offoresters who observed problems in regeneration
of red gum during the period. However, their understanding of the situation was
complicated and, to some extent, not exact because at that time they were grappling with
understanding the importance of water regimes and the changes in the flood patterns,
which became clear to everybody only as more work was done.
Therefore, it is possible that they overemphasised or overestimated the impact that
cattle grazing was having compared with other effects. However, the point I am making is
that there was clear concern at the changes that were occurring. They were not just static.
The changes were of concern to foresters; they were not greenies, as some might denigrate
some people interested in conservation issues, but people who were experienced and
understanding of the health of a forest. They were concerned as early as 1938.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-Tell the House what Barry Dexter found when he did his
research in the 1960s.
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-I am coming to that. Further work continued and in the
1960s Barry Dexter conducted some studies in the Barmah Forest on red gum regeneration.
As a result of his work, he concluded that the impact of grazing was not as significant as
had been formerly thought, which gave pause to some of the concerns expressed.
In fact, in the 1950s the concerns were such that grazing had been withdrawn for a time.
Based on Barry Dexter's work to a large extent, grazing was then reintroduced for a specific
time at first and then permanently.
However, that is not the end of the story. Scientific work and investigations have
continued and the Land Conservation Council had the benefit of the most recent work
when it considered the area Quite carefully in making its recommendations. The council
was not unaware of the work ofBarry Dexter; it did not discount it. However, the council
was aware of a lot more evidence as well.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-What is the other evidence?
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-I am coming to that.
Session 1987-24
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I am surprised that Mr Baxter has not read it himself. As well as recognising the
importance of the Barmah Forest as a great example of red gum forests that exist, the
Land Conservation Council recommended:
That the area of 7900 ha shown on the map be used:
(a) to provide opportunities for recreation and education associated with the enjoyment and understanding of
natural environments
(b) to conserve and protect natural ecosystems
(c) as part of the river regulation and flood mitigation system of the Murray River

that
(d) the Fisheries and Wildlife Service prepare plans for the conservation of wildlife, and these be incorporated
into the management plan

Because the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands was not formed at that
stage(e) grazing be phased out by no later than 3 years after the acceptan~ of this recommendation

(/) timber production be phased out by no later than 3 years after the acceptance of this recommendation
(g) hunting and use of firearms not be permitted
(h) apiculture be permitted

and that the park be included in a schedule to the National Parks Act 1975.

That is a recommendation that the Government received and it has acted on it, with the
variation that in relation to the phasing out of timber production, the period has been
extended to five years rather than three years. That is because, as I have said in this House
previously, important as the issues of conservation are, the actual implementation of them
has to be balanced with local needs, issues of employment and local economies.
In fact, this has been assessed and this decision in relation to the impact on activities
such as grazing and harvesting of timber has not been taken lightly. For instance, within
the Barmah public area, the area that will become a State park and hence, under these
recommendations, be denied grazing represents only 26 per cent of the total area.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-Tell the whole story!
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-Some 8000 hectares would become part of the park out of
approximately 30 000 hectares in total.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-The rest would not feed a goat. That happens to be the best
part for grazing.
The Hon. B. T. PULLEN-That is not true. In fact, there is significantly more grass,
which is preferred by the cattle, in other areas. Incidentally, 2500 head of cattle were
grazed in this area, and that number has been reduced progressively over the years to
1000. I understand that the Barmah grazing advisory council has recently recommended
that that number be reduced to 800.
Therefore, fortunately in some sense, the natural reduction in the need and the number
of cattle being grazed is commensurate with the proposals and it is quite possible to
introduce this measure without causing hardship or economic penalties of any significant
kind on the use of the area anyway.
The matter that has been raised by the National Party, apart from being an example of
special pleading, does not fit the facts. It has been raised as a stalking-horse to push the
National Party's barrow of multi-use parks. It does not fit the facts of this case, which is
another reason why the Government hopes the Liberal Party will not support the National
Party's reasoned amendment.
I shall refer to a number of impacts that people who have an interest in the conservation
ethics and the preservation of flora and fauna in their natural environment should note.
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Although changes may appear to be slow, they are insidious, persistent and difficult to
reverse. For instance, in a report by the Biological Survey Branch of the Forests Commission
Victoria of January 1984 by E. A. Chesterfield, R. H. Loyn and M. A. Macfarlane, the
conclusion I have drawn from that report is that there have been changes which relate to
grazing, in the reduction in the palatable reed species, cumbungi and phragmites, and an
increase in unpalatable giant rush. There have been changes also in structure and diversity
of yellow box and black woodlands.
Perhaps more dramatically, the beautiful brolga, a large water bird, once common on
one of the main plains known as War Plain in the area of the park where the river takes a
southern bend, and where there is a periodic flooding of the river creating wetlands, is no
longer found there. The same applies to the spotless drake, the painted snipe, the magpie
goose and the little bittern.
As a result these birds are no longer found in the changed habitat and we can assume
that their total numbers, by the reduction of that wetland, have declined.
Logging has reduced the incidence of the superb parrot in the area, since logging has
resulted in the reduction of old trees.
I shall sum up by saying that there may be some arguments at times of economic stress
when land has to be exploited. Those conditions can exist in times of shortages and stress,
and such like, but it is clear that pressure is put on land at these times and changes occur.
It is not desirable.
What has been proposed in the Bill and members of the House are asked to support is
that this area of forest which is indeed an extremely precious area, be allowed a chance to
recover and to return to its natural state, so that the people of Victoria and future generations
will have a chance to experience the natural habitat. Although it may not be in its pristine
state, because of changes, come irreversible, at least it should be allowed to return to its
former apprQximate state.
If we do not take that attitude with some areas of the continent, eventually there will be
total change and no-one will be able to observe or discover any of the past situations.
Apart from the importance of the preservation of a particular environment in terms of
native species, there are ethics involved in our relationship to the land and to other species,
and despite the protestations of the National Party, unless these ethics are observed
changes will occur and, almost invariably, so too will degradation of the land.
In this case, the Land Conservation Council has not recommended that the total area of
the Barmah Forest be set aside; it has put forward a balanced proposal which takes up the
best area associated with the "Barmah Choke", the restricted area that has the potential
with proper and sensible management, to return to some degree to its pristine state.
In putting that proposal before Parliament, the parties will be judged by the people of
on whether they stand for long-term vision or whether they support short-term
gaIn.
Vi~toria

Recently, a couple of men in Tasmania, timber workers who had spent a great part of
their lives working in the timber industry, expressed disquiet about the extent of the
timber industry's activities into areas which they believed should not be logged. Perhaps
everyone should be reflective at some time in their lives and transcend immediate pressures.
These people had decided that perhaps an area should not be logged, because of wider
concern clearly these issues are not just for greenies or people who have an academic
interest, it is a matter for everybody in the community.
I heartily recommend these proposals to the House and equally heartily condemn the
shallow and opportunistic so-called reasoned amendment of the National Party. I hope all
other honourable members will vote it solidly down.
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The Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Nunawading Province)-1 shall speak particularly
on the motion as it relates to the Warrandyte park area that is included in the Bill. I shall
relate that to portions of the Yarra Brae and Stane Brae Estate that are included in that
area.
Yarra Brae and Stane Brae are properties that have had portions of their area extended
into the Warrandyte State Park. Originally those estates went right down to the river bank.
I compliment the Minister on the action that she has taken to ensure that those river
frontages are preserved.
It is.interesting to note the history of that area. The Stane Brae estate came to attention
in about 1905 when Captain A. E. T. Payne ofYarra View estate recorded that he went to
Stane Brae to cut out fence posts for his property at Yarra View. Yarra View was
subsequently cut into smaller blocks and now the Brothers ofSt John of God, have a rural
training centre on that area. In 1910, Arthur Henty purchased Stane Brae and he established
a three-horse coach service between Croydon and Stane Brae. It is clear that his association
takes on some sort of historical significance. We do not hear so much about Yarra Brae in
that area today, but in 1940 when the property was auctioned at Scott's Hotel, it comprised
600 acres cleared and under grass and 350 acres of timber; it consisted of five subdivisions.

The property was then purchased by L. J. H. Clifford whom all honourable members
will remember for allowing a portion of his property to be used by the scouts for the PanPacific Jamboree in 1948.
Stane Brae and Yarra Brae were used during the war as training areas for military
trainees and at anyone time there would be approximately 1000 trainees in camp. They
were trained in commando techniques and given combat training. If one visits the area
today, as I did yesterday, one can still see the remains of that camp.
Around 1948 Stane Brae represented 729 acres which was leased, together with the
original Won$3 Park homestead section, by R. A. Stock and Harry Ram say . When their
partnership dIssolved, Ramsay bought Stane Brae homestead to establish a guest house.
In 1963 the area was razed by bush fires and the original homestead was destroyed. In
the process almost all of the small mammals were killed and many have not returned to
the area. At present, all of the forest area is the result of regeneration after the 1963 fires.
Fortunately, the forest was captured in paint by the artists of the Heidelberg school. It is
important that the area be preserved as a link with our early history.
Jack Hyett, with whom I had the pleasure of speaking on the site ofStane Braelesterday,
surveyed the area immediately after the 1963 fires and all he was able to find 0 the small
mammals were burnt piles of bones. The kangaroos and wallabies had escaped the fires
and have re-established themselves in the area. However, the only birds to return
immediately after the fires were the White-throated Tree-creepers that were able to feed
on the well-cooked insects.
The flora of the area is mainly red box and red stringy bark and because of the hills and
gullies, the flora tends to be sparse. More than 200 species of indigenous flora have been
found in the area and a number have been considered to be extremely rare so close to the
centre of Melbourne.
Jack Hyett surveyed the mammals in the area and found that the area harboured the
largest colony of Sugar Gliders that he had ever seen. There are even grey kangaroos and
swamp wallabies as well as brush-tailed phascogales. The area also harbours a pair of
nesting wedge-tailed eagles of which I know the Minister is particularly proud.
The subdivisions that have occurred in Stane Brae and Yarra Brae threaten those
colonies of plants, birds and mammals. In the spring the area has a beautiful display of
orchids, which is a joy to see. The area is remarkably free of infestation of blackberries
and weeds.
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The Hon. J. E. Kirner-That is because it has not been heavily grazed.
The Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY-That is true; only a small part of the area has been
cleared. In 1982 the Government obtained the land, which the House is now discussing,
that runs along the river bank; of Stane Brae 26 hectares were purchased and of Yarra
Brae, 117 hectares.
At present the land is being developed under the care and guidance of officers from the
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands. The Government could still acquire
approximately 118 hectares that should be added to the park to ensure that not too much
pressure is placed on the recently acquired land.
I know the Minister supports the present Save Stane Brae Committee of which I am a
member and which, at present is working to try to interest a number of trusts in helping it
to have the remaining 118 hectares purchased.
A group of people called the Friends of Warrandyte State Park are doing a magnificent
job. Regularly the group holds meetings in the park and its members carry out a number
of tasks in conjunction with the rangers of the park who are extremely supportive. Over a
period of time, the group has been able to undertake tasks that possibly would not have
been able to be carried out without its assistance. It is pleasing to see the amount of work
that has been done not only on the Stane Brae and Yarra Brae side of the river but also on
the other side of the river.
I visited Pound Bend recently and was delighted by the remarkable progress that is
being made in that lovely park. A few years ago it was only a dust bowl and the work
carried out by the department is a credit to those concerned. The Minister should be
complimented on that work.
The Hon. W. R. Baxter-It can do some things well.
The Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY-The work done in the metropolitan parks and the
Warrandyte area is exceptional, but the areas are coming under increasing pressure. For
example, we are seeing the possibility of dual occupancy in Warrandyte creating further
pressures on these parks. It is important that the areas be extended if at all possible. It is
hoped that with the efforts of a number of trusts and public subscription, in conjunction
with the conservation trust, it will be possible to purchase additional land to add to the
existing Warrandyte State Park.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern Province)-Just what hope do we have for
the future of our children and grandchildren if we have people of the ilk of Mr Pullen
having any influence on the Government and the running of the State? He is a man who
cannot even get the facts right, despite interjections from members of the National Party
who tried to help him.
Mr Pullen suggested that only 1()()() cattle grazed in Barmah Forest and that the industry
was declining. There are 1504 cattle in the Barmah Forest this season and that was the
quota established by the Barmah Grazing Advisory Committee. Mr Pullen also quoted
from a recent publication written by a Mr Fahey. In answer to an interjection, Mr Pullen
declined to tell the House who paid for the publication of the book. Who did? The
publication bears the logo of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands!
The document is an in-house publication released by the Minister for Conservation,
Forests and Lands at the Dharnya centre on 22 March. It is no wonder that Mr Pullen
would not tell the Chamber who published the document, it is a biased document. Mr
Pullen quoted what Mr Tingate said in 1936. I challen~d him to say what Mr Dexter
found in the 1960s. Mr Pullen agreed that what Wally Til)pte said was overturned by the
comments of Mr Dexter. He went on to say that other sCientific evidence questioned Mr
Dexter's views. I requested Mr Pullen to indicate the particular evidence to which he
referred. I have been patient, but no scientific evidence was produced by Mr Pullen. The
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speech by Mr Pullen was a sham, but his attitude is the sort of attitude that is dominant in
the Government and is an attitude taken notice of by the Minister.
The Australian economy cannot afford any more national parks in Victoria. Australia
has an overseas debt of$I000 million. It is the third highest debtor nation in the world. It
has timber imports of $1·5 billion per annum, but what does the Minister and the
Government propose! Lock up further parts of Victoria and deny them to the timber
industry, the grazing industry and the economy of the nation that requires that production
and wealth.
The nation cannot afford it. Australia is going down the gurgler economically and the
State Government is giving the economy an almighty push along that path. No other
nation in the world has adopted this policy. Victoria is locking up productive land.
Honourable members would be aware that I have gone overseas occasionally and
recently I inspected the national parks in Zimbabwe, South Africa and Kenya. I propose
to advise the House of the situation in those three nations. Zimbabwe does not lock up
vast areas of productive land that could be used for timber production or fanning. They
have created some beautiful national parks and I visited several, including Hwange National
Park, which does not contain timber that could be used for building or community use,
but is more of a passive asset. The park provides a habitat for the unique wild animals of
Africa. I have no quarrel with that sort of national park. It is a valuable asset to that nation
and it is a habitat for those animals that should be seen by future generations. However, it
is not a park that restricts the national income of Zimbabwe, because there is no timber
there for harvesting and no cattle grazing in it. It is not the sort of country that lends itself
to cattle grazing.
The Hon. M. J. Sandon-What is your point?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-My point is, Mr Sandon, that Zimbabweans are clever
enough to make national parks in areas that are appropriate for national parks. Victoria is
not doing that. I spent five or six days in Kruger National Park in South Africa, which is
one of the greatest national parks in the world. As an aside let me say that while driving
through the park the guide pointed out three water buffalo that he said were in the park
and were breeding up but had never been herded. I said that was strange because they bore
the same earmarks as my cattle back home.
The Kruger National Park was set aside many years a~o at the express instruction of the
then president of the Transvaal, President Kruger, but It is not an area of land that lends
itself to productive enterprise that takes place in the sort of areas in which this Government
is creating national parks. I cannot remember seeing one tree in the Kruger National Park
that would have made a saw log, it is not that sort of vegetation and does not lend itself to
agriculture.
The Hon. M. J. Sandon interjected.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-IfMr Sandon would go to South Africa and take some of
his colleagues with him he would
for himself what the reality is and the Chamber
would not get the sort of criticism that it gets from him now. I sound one warning about
the national parks that Victoria does have and the administration of them in light of what
I saw at Kruger National Park in South Africa. The Government must be careful that it
does not turn national parks into the bureaucratic bastions that exist in that country. I
give some examples of that. Kruger National Park has more than 3000 people on the
payroll, and I saw one of the staff polishing brass taps in the gardens, hardly necessary in
the surroundings of a national park. Shops at the tourist stop-overs and lunch stops closed
at I p.m., the very time most tourists wanted to shop. It was the most bureaucratic
institution that I have seen in my life.

see

I now move on to the situation in Australia, and particularly in Victoria. Despite all the
talk about national parks, the demand in the community for them, the strength of the
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conservation element and how the Government bows down to those conservation
elements-The Hon. W. A. Landeryou-What parks did you see in Kenya?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-The same argument that I advanced for Zimbabwe applies
to Kenya. On a couple of occasions I have been to Tsavo and Amboseli national parks in
Kenya.
The Hon. W. A. Landeryou-Were they both the same?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-Similar. Before that interjection I was alluding to the fact
that despite the alleged power of the conservation movement there is a change of heart in
the community. A recent article in the Border Morning Mail of Albury of 4 April concerned
a group of people who undertook a several hundred kilometre ride across the Snowy
Mountains, Mount Kosciusko National Park and then into Victoria through some of its
national parks and areas proposed by the Government as alpine national parks. Strangely
enough these people commenced their journey with one set of opinions but came back
with a completely altered set of opinions. The article states in part:
Opposed before they started to letting cattle graze the high country, they ended their great trek convinced that
the NSW decision 20 years ago to exclude cattle from Kosciusko National Park to have been one of the State's
irreversible disasters.
The park, they said, was now the unchallenged refuge of wild pigs, cats and dogs and was, on the higher reaches
massively overgrown with impenetrable scrub, which year by year was swallowing every open patch of country.

That is an indication of the findings of an unbiased set of observers who went to the park
believing in national parks and who saw for themselves what had happened. They are
sounding a warning to Victoria. I implore the Government, the community and Parliament
to take notice of that warning. The comments of Miss Hynds, one of the riders, were
detailed in the article:
She said it was necessary to go to the high country to see what was happening.
There was no point in taking any notice of anyone else, least of all the greenies who had never been outside a
city let alone into the high country.
If the conservationists wanted to ban cattle from the Victorian high country they should take a walk around
Kosciusko National Park first and see the results of that for themselves.

In passing I mention that the journalist who wrote the article has also been down the road
to Damascus because he was one in the past who supported the declaration of national
parks but has now seen the light and changed his mind.
I shall dwell for a moment on the request of Miss Hynds that people should ~o and see
for themselves. I also advocated that. Prior to the declaration of the Alpine NatIOnal Park
I took up with the Government of the day the suggestion that a Parliamentary visit ought
to be organised so that honourable members could see the alpine area for themselves.
Unfortunately, that request was not taken up by the Government. Virtually the only
people who went, not at the request of the Government but at the request of sawmillers,
graziers and interested municipalities in the area or of their own volition, happened to be
those people who were educated on the issues, anyway. Many of those who would have
benefited from a visit to the area did not bother to go.
I believe that situation still obtains. If people such as Mr Pullen, whose comments
honourable members heard tonight, were to visit east Gippsland, for example, as members
of the National Party did last week, to see the areas for themselves they would come back
with an entirely different perspective. They should visit the Barmah Park, which is an
entirely different regime from other parks, and which is obviously not understood by
many members of this Parliament.
The Land Conservation Council, held up in Parliament by members of the Government
as the greatest thing since sliced bread, is an organisation of which I have always been
critical. Although in its early days it may have produced objective reports, it has not done
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so since it received instructions from the incoming Labor Government as to what sort of
report it should produce on the Alpine National Park. Mr Pullen referred to a scientific
paper. It is not even scientific in that it does not adhere to the scientific parameters that
the council itself has set down. The final recommendations of the report on the Murray
Valley area in May 1985 state:
Council believes that it is essential to reserve, now, viable samples of the various land and vegetation types,
together with the outstanding natural features, that occur on public land.

Honourable members should all agree with that recommendation, with some qualification.
I know honourable members are delighted with the quotations, but if they listen carefully
they Will get the gist of my argument. The report also states:
A park is defined here as 'an area ofland in a natural or semi-natural condition reserved because of its scenery,
floral and faunal content, historical interest, or other features, which is used by the public primarily for openspace recreation and education'. This definition encompasses many different types of parks; they vary mainly in
size and content and in the types and intensity of uses to which they are subjected. Definitions of different types
of parks are needed to clarify the main purposes for which each one is created, and will help planners, managers,
and users of parks.

Whoever wrote the recommendation could also have written Mr Evans' reasoned
amendment because that is exactly what it seeks. The Land Conservation Council, having
spelt that out in its opening remarks, then goes on to recommend that vast tracts of land
be declared as parks completely beyond what it is talking about in the quotation I have
just read.
The situation at present is that because of the amalgamation of the former Department
of Crown Lands and Survey, the Forests Commission of Victoria and the National Parks
Servic~, submissions are no lon~er being made to the Land Conservation Council, Cabinet
or other bodies from those indIvidual bodies and the expertise they had and still have is
not being used in the conglomerate department. There is now a consensus view in
submissions from the department so that everything has been reduced to the lowest
common denominator.
The Hon. M. J. Sandon interjected.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-That is what one ends up with with consensus because
someone has to give way in order to reach consensus. That is exactly what is happening.
It is interesting to note that the first submission of the former Forests Commission to the
Land Conservation Council when it opened the Murray Valley inquiry in the early 1980s
states:
... it is essential to reduce the fire hazard on public land to acceptable level, and that there is no practical
alternative to the continuance of grazing, ifthe forests and adjoining lands are to be protected.

I could not agree more with that statement. The experts in the field after 50 or 60 years of
experience made that statement to the Land Conservation Council. What has happened
now is that the former commission was lumped into the conglomerate department and
that view has been totally subjugated. The community will pay the price the next time
Victoria has an Ash Wednesday-type of bushfire.
One has only to consider the Ministry for Planning and Environment, which seems to
have a charter for ideologues, particularly Ministerial advisers, against any sort of economic
development on public land. Its submIssions have always been in favour of locking up
more lands. Mr Pullen indicated that was so in his contribution tonight. He hates the word
"profit". He characterised everyone who uses public lands as rapacious exploiters of public
lands; nothing could be further from the truth. In my experience people who use public
lands, whether for sawmilling, grazing or hunting-The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Have a look at the impact in east Gippsland without sustainable
yield.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-The Minister makes an interesting interjection. It is the
same old story about using selective statistics. What she omits to say is that before she
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took over the reins one talked about sustainable yield on a State basis, which was obviously
the correct way. It is now referred to on a regional basis. The east Gippsland forests were
over-mature; the trees were dying. The harvesting there was beyond the sustainable yield
on a regional basis in the short term in order to catch up on the over-mature trees. The
Minister now blames sawmillers and says they were cuttin~ down too many trees on a
State wide basis. That is not so. She now wants sustainable YIeld on a regional basis and is
able to allege some sort of exploitation in east Gippsland by sawmillers. She does not con
the National Party, even if she cons some other people.
The Hon. B. W. Mier-The only people who can con you are sawmillers!
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-I am not being conned by sawmillers. I am interested in
providing homes for my constituents including young married co.uples, at the cheapest
possible price. What the Government is doing is adding grossly to the costs of new homes
in this State.
No wonder the housing list has the names of more than 140 ()()() couples! They cannot
afford to buy homes because of the actions of this Government in choking the sawmilling
industry and forcing up the cost of houses beyond the capacity of people to pay.
The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Most houses today are built of pine.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-That is another interesting inteIjection. The Minister
supports a policy that does not allow any more clearing of native forest to plant pines; so
where will she find the pine to build the houses? The whole argument is riddled with
inconsistencies.
In dealing with the Barmah situation, honourable members heard Mr Pullen try to
explain why we have the Barmah Choke and why the river was narrowed there. He missed
the vital geological point of what caused the Barmah Choke. It was an earth movement in
reasonably recent geological history, the Cadell tilt.
The Hon. W. A. Landeryou-Do we have to have that lesson again?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-I do not mind canvassing some of the ground Mr Evans
has already gone over, because it is worth repeating. The Cadell tilt is an uplift ofland that
occurred in what those few honourable members who have had the privilege of visiting
the area would know is a very flat area of Victoria and New South Wales. The Cadell tilt
was a significant uplift: it is possible to stand on the back veranda of Moira Station
homestead near Mathoura in New South Wales and look out onto the tops of the red gum
trees. That indicates the height of the uplift.
The Hon. B. T. Pullen-Or the height of the house.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-I indicated before the difficulties that we have with Mr
Pullen, and that inteIjection confirms my view.
The uplift causes the ponding of the Murray River: firstly, with water taken via the
Edward River, and subsequently by the river breaking out to the south and around by
Echuca, and it has resulted in an area that is subject to periodic flooding.
The PRESIDENT-Order! I remind Mr Baxter that we have been taken through this
already.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-I will be brief, Sir. Mr Leader has not heard this story and
I wanted to tell it. It has led to the formation of a magnificent forest, the biggest red gum
forest in Australia and in the world, as the former Minister of Forests, Mr Granter,
reminds me. It is one of the vital economic resources of the State and has been since the
earliest settlement of this State.
Honourable members will recall that Echuca was Australia's largest inland port, and
this forest adjoins Echuca. Much of the resources that went into building Melbourne's
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wharves and roads came from that red gum forest. That indicates the importance of the
Barmah Forest to the economy of this State and the nation over a long period.
There seems to be some impression and understanding by Mr Pullen and others that it
is a permanent wetland. I have been in the Barmah Forest when it has been very wet
indeed. I had the pleasure of taking the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Minister
for conservation, Mr Plowman, into the forest last year when it was so wet that we needed
to go by boat. However, I have been in the Barmah Forest on many occasions when it has
been as dry as one could imagine. It is an extremely dry area with rainfall of less than 16
inches a year. Long dry periods are often experienced there when there is no surface water
at all, apart from what is in the River Murray and one or two of the deeper effluent creeks.
I do o')t want the impression to be created that it is a permanent wetland where there are
always waterbirds, because that is not the situation away from the river itself.
Honourable members have heard all about consultation, what that achieves and how
good the Government is at it. I shall go through the record of the consultation that has
occurred concerning the Barmah Forest since the May 1985 recommendations were
released.
The Minister was kind enough to visit the forest, at my invitation, on two occasions;
and I know she has been there on other occasions. On 8 August 1985 she made a brief visit
when members of the Barmah Forest Preservation League and others were able to explain
to her some of their concerns and went to Top Island.
On 18 December we had a much more extensive inspection and the Minister for
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Mr Walker, in his then capacity as Minister for Planning
and Environment, accompanied the party. The whole day was spent inspecting the forest
prior to the opening of the Dharnya Aboriginal Interpretive Centre. Again, it was a useful
exercise in the eyes of everyone.
On both of those occasions the Ministers concerned appeared to take on board what
was put to them. They agreed that the forest was in very good condition and had been well
managed and that the local people had a great feeling for the area.
Subsequently, when the present Attorney-General took on one of his multifaceted
responsibilities and became the Minister for Planning and Environment, I arranged for
him to visit the forest when he came to the area to inspect the bridge across the river at
Echuca. We again undertook an extensive inspection. He appeared to agree that the forest
was being well managed, that there was a lot of local feeling for it and that it had great
potential for Victoria. I cannot say the same about the officer who accompanied him from
the Land Conservation Council and who seemed to be grinning all day in a very smarmy
fashion in the background. That concerned me. I thought that, regardless of what we were
putting to the Minister and regardless of the progress we were making with the Minister,
this bureaucrat would obviously be the one who had the say or thought he would have the
say when he returned to Melbourne. Regrettably, that is the way it has turned out.
In addition to that, more that 400 submissions were made as a result of the proposed
recommendations that had been released somewhat earlier. An analysis of those
submissions indicates that more than 90 per cent of them advocated multiple use of the
forest and opposed the concept of a State park.
What effect did all of that have-the visits of three Ministers; 400-odd submissions, 90
per cent of which advocated multiple use; correspondence from the Barmah Forest
Preservation League; and representations from municipalities, particularly the Shire of
Nathalia? Not one iota of influence: it made no difference at all. The Government and
Cabinet went ahead and accepted the recommendations for Barmah, lock, stock and
barrel, with the one minor exception that they extended the right to continue timber
getting from three to five years-a small mercy. In the overall scheme of things, the extra
two years is like cutting it out next week; it means nothing.
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All of that consultation process was entirely in vain. It went for nought. What does
consultation mean if, after all of that, it achieves nothing? It was not even the consensus
that Mr Sandon went on about! It was a waste of time. I must say that the people I
represent are very frustrated and disappointed because of that.
The Hon. B. A. Murphy-So you are wasting our time now.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-It is all very well for Mr Murphy to say that, but this is an
important issue for this State, which relates to whether the economy is to be sabotaged or
not. No matter how long it tak~s, I shall represent the views of the people in this place.
I now refer to timber. Mr Pullen used statistics selectively, which so often happens in
Parliament and politics. He said there would still be 88 per cent of the area available for
timber getting.
The Hon. B. T. Pullen-That was not my figure.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-It is the figure used in some of the documents. However,
Mr Pullen did not go on to explain that that was the $foss area, which took into account
all the high sand ridges that do not have any millable tImber, or very little of it; and that it
took into account other areas, the lakes and the wet areas where there is no millable
timber.
He did not tell the House also that the State park includes the very best timber and the
timber where the silviculture work has been done in the past twenty years, where the
taxpayers' money has been expended on making it a resource for future generations. He
left us to believe there was still plenty of timber remaining. In fact, there is not. The
Government is trying to lock up the good timber so that what is left is not a viable
proposition.
I shall quote from the report of the Land Conservation Council to illustrate exactly how
important it believes timber to be. At page 57 of its 1985 report, the council states:
Timber products supplied from the study area include sawlogs, poles, piles, sleepers, bridge timbers, fencing
materials, landscape material, firewood, and charcoal.
In addition to red gum, other durable species including box, iron bark, and white cypress pine also occur in the
study area and heavily utilized in the past. The main products being cut from these forests are sleepers and
fencing materials.
The study area contains 10 sawmills, although the two located at Benalla and Violet Town draw supplies
entirely from outside the area. The rest are located at Koondrook, Cohuna, Echuca (two), Barmah, Picola,
Mooroopna, and Ruthergien, some of which cut logs from both New South Wales and Victorian forests.
In 1982, 174 people were employed full-time in procuring or processing forest produce while a further 67 were
employed part-time.

I quote that to indicate to the House the importance of the industry not only to the local
area-the region-but also to the economy of the State. A vast variety of timber uses
comes out of the Barmah Forest, and it has not been explained exactly where it is to be got
from if this forest is locked up.
I should like also to deal to some extent with the grazing situation. We hear much about
tourism and the heritage of the State and we have seen what the mountain cattlemen have
been able to achieve, and that has all been valuable. It is strange to me how aspects of our
history and of our current community life that draw the most attention and generate the
most income, either from tourism or from exports, are the very things that the Government
wants to put down.
The film The M an from Snowy River, for example, captured some of the magic of the
cattleman. Certainly, that film was made in the mountain situation, but a similar magic
exists in Barmah Forest and has existed for many years.
Almost every year at the May muster, it is featured in one of the metropolitan daily
newspapers, usually the Sun or the Herald, and that has been so for years and years. I well
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remember when I was a schoolboy that the Weekly Times ran a full supplement of the
Barmah muster. It is part of the folklore of this State, which means so much to so many
people; but more than that, it is something that this State is able to hang its hat on as being
unique.
I have with me a copy of the Goulburn and Murray Valley Country News of 10 March
1987, which contains on the front page a picture of the Barmah Forest with the cattle
muster under way. The caption is, "Picture from the past?" That could well be the
situation. This may be the picture from the past, and it certainly will be the case, if the
Government gets its way with this Bill tonight, that in three years' time there will no
longer be a cattle muster in Barmah Forest.
This has serious implications. It could have the effect of making many properties in the
Nathalia shire non-viable because of the ability that the owners have had for probably
almost a century now to graze part of their herd on the Barmah Forest to grow them out.
That will be gone.
More important than that is the point about fire control. I alluded earlier to the Forests
Commission's original submission, before that worthy and experienced body was suborned,
and the fact that cattle grazing was the premier fire control measure in the forest. Without
cattle grazing there will be a build-up of debris, and I have already explained what a dry
area it is, with such little rainfall, and we could seethe horrors of Ash Wednesday again.
Bearing in mind that the hot winds come from the north-west on bad fire days, I point
out that the forest is in the north-west of the shires of Nathalia and Numurkah, and there
is a possibility of an extraordinary fire sweeping out of the forest and burning up thousands
of hectares of farming land in that area with untold loss of farm animals and perhaps,
regrettably, the loss of human lives.
If one wants to see a graphic illustration of what I am talking about, I suggest that one
visit the Sandspit area of the Barmah Forest, which was locked up from grazing for
particular reasons at the time and which was subject to wildfire about seventeen or
eighteen years ago. We were fortunate to take the Leader of the Opposition and the
honourable member for Evelyn from another place to see it, albeit in a flooded situation,
which perhaps did not quite show the effect.

However, all these years later, that area still resembles a moonscape. The devastation
has been great. That is what will happen to the forest if this very efficient fire preventation
mechanism through grazing is not applied.
It is all right for Mr Pullen to say that he wants to return it to a pristine forest. I do not
know how he would go about doing that, but that is his wish. By banning grazing and
timber production in the forest, he will destroy the lot the next time an Ash Wednesday
situation occurs again; whether it will be next year or in ten years' time, surely as night
follows day, it will happen again.

The Hon. B. W. Mier-How come it lasted 30000 years?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-I do not believe it did. It was quite regularly the subject of
extraordinary wildfires. We now have the expertise, the technique and the wherewithal to
at least moderate those sorts of wildfires if we are prepared to implement the managerial
techniques that allow for that sort of management.
It has been said that although we will not have grazing we will have a cool burn, such as
occurs in the alpine forests, to reduce fuel on the forest floor. It has been pointed out by
my colleague and also by Mr de Fegely that the river red gum is very susceptible to fire,
and even in situations of so-called cool burn-and there is a graphic example in the forest
at the moment, and I recommend that all honourable members should examine it-the
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damage to trees is extraordinary. The number of trees that are killed by that so-called cool
burn is unacceptably high.
It is not a viable fire prevention management tool in the Barmah Forest because of the
conditions that exist there. I strongly advocate that there be a continuation of grazing, if
for no other reason than as a fire prevention measure. Once grazing is out of the forest,
not only will it become dangerous because of the risk of fire but also Country Fire
Authority volunteers-who have so faithfully and regularly fought fires in that area while
standing alongside firemen who were often paid triple time-will be reluctant to fight fires
if that is the way the Government treats the Barmah Forest.
The task of fighting forest fires will be imposed upon the Department of Conservation,
Forests and Lands. The department does not have many resources and, because of the
way the State economy is heading, it will not have them in the future. The Department of
Conservation, Forests and Lands regional office is at Benalla, which is some 100 kilometres
away, and is too remote.
I shall now deal with the reference areas. I know of no objection to the declaration of
unique and small areas as reference areas. The Land Conservation Council has
recommended two specific reference areas-one on Top Island and the other at the Top
End. I believed those reference areas were too large, but I understand the Minister wants
to put buffer areas around them and make them even larger. Nothing in the Land
Conservation Council recommendations refers to buffer areas.
What does the Minister mean by buffer areas? Is she trying to have a de facto mini State
park in case the Bill passes the second-reading stage and is amended in Committee? Does
the Minister want to turn the reference areas into mini State parks by introducing buffer
areas? I look forward to an explanation.
I also understand the Minister proposes to fence these areas and that she has already
placed an order for the steel posts and wire. It is extraordinary that the department has no
money to pay accounts but has money to order steel posts and wire from Dalgetys. I advise
Dalgetys to hang on to its contract because the fence will disappear with the first flood and
it will have a repeat order. That company will obtain a good deal of repeat business. It is
stupid for one to think that a steel post and wire fence can be placed across the face of a
flood.
I suggest the Minister should take note of the valid and valuable suggestion made by the
Barmah Forest Preservation League that the reference area should be between Punt
Paddock and Green Engine and that the fence across that area should be a post and rail
fence, which would be in keeping with the nature of the country and would run parallel to
the flood. It would not be a long fence. The area in question contains a lagoon and has
many varieties of trees and species of grass. It would achieve all the requirements of a
reference area, yet it would be manageable.
At the Top End, I suggest a change also. Firstly, only a very narrow strip ofland connects
Ulupna Island to the Barmah Forest and it would require only a small section of fencing.
I cannot understand why it has been proposed to have the reference areas where they are
and why this extraordinary proposal to fence them has been made.
Why is this being done now? Why is there some urgency to declare the Barmah Forest a
State park when the following issues are being raised?
Honourable members would be aware that the reconstitution of the River Murray
Commission into the Murray-Darling Basin Council is going ahead. I welcome that
initiative, and the council may well have a significant input into the management of the
whole area. It is unwise and probably prejudices the work of that council to close off the
options at this stage by declaring a State park. Secondly, why is the Minister proposing to
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have a State park when she has already agreed that a timber assessment of the forest area
should occur? In a deputation I introduced to the Minister in March 1986-The Hon. J. E. Kirner-Is that the one you forgot to mention earlier?
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER-No, this was not in the chronology of visits the Minister
made to the Barmah Forest. I brought this group down to see the Minister.
The Minister said that an assessment of the timber resources would be undertaken in
1987 and she agreed that the deputation of sleeper cutters would have representation and
input into that assessment. Why is the Government proposing to implement a State park
when a timber assessment, which has not been carried out in that area for more than 25
years, is about to be undertaken?
Thirdly, it is premature to come to a decision because the Commonwealth, New South
Wales and Victorian Governments must decide on the allocation of the remaining water
from Dartmouth dam for forest watering. Mr Evans, Mr de Fegely and Mr Pullen referred
to the necessity of providing a winter-spring flood for the river red gums and the
undesirability of there being a summer flood. Why are we moving towards the development
of a State park when those decisions are imminent?
A decision will have to be made soon about the allocation of Dartmouth water, which
will have a significant effect on the forests. It may well change the parameters of a State
park and the best boundaries for that park, if it is to proceed. Why does Parliament not
wait until those decisions are made?
I now refer to the tremendous work undertaken by the sleeper cutters. They are part of
the heritage of the local district. The Minister was intrigued to see the red gum sleeper
cutters in the Barmah Forest. They have built up equipment and have invented machinery
to assist them in what is a lonely life, because sleeper cutters often work alone. No new
people can come into the industry because when a licence lapses it is not reallocated either
to existing cutters or new entrants. One member of the deputation I brought to the
Minister, Mr Neville Green from Nathalia, explained that he was 50 years of age and was
the youngest sleeper cutter in that area. The Minister gave an undertaking on that occasion
and I hope she abides by it.
Finally, I pay tribute to some people who have looked after the forest for many years:
the Barmah Forest Preservation League. I believe the lea$ue is not well named because
"preservation" conjures up images of extreme conservation organisations that are not
open to rational argument. That is far from the truth in this case.
The league has been a responsible body and has presented excellent submissions to the
Land Conservation Council and to various Ministers of tile Crown. I shall indicate the
reasonableness of the league by referring to a letter of I 7 March 1986 written by Mr Stan
Vale of Picola, the president of the league, to the Minister for Conservation, Forests and
Lands.
The letter states:
I am writing to inform you that the Barmah Forest Preservation League remains totally opposed to State parks
in the Barmah Forest, but would support the option of regional parks, under regional management, with grazing
permitted, timber production permitted under strict control, but with harvesting of mature trees allowed to
ensure regeneration of the stands, also thinning and other silvicultural management practices allowed to keep the
forest in good heart. Hunting of game birds be permitted during declared hunting periods, in areas specified by
the land manager, where conflict with other recreational uses such as camping does not occur. Also hunting of
feral animals be allowed if and when necessary to reduce these populations, but again in areas away from
campers.
With regard to reference areas, and the impracticality offencing the ones designated by the Lands Conservation
Council, the league suggests that Ulupna Island be investigated as to its suitability as a reference area for the Top
End. Only a very narrow strip of land connects Ulupna Island to the Yielima section of the Barmah Forest,
necessitating very little fencing if the island is suitable.
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Similarly, the Top Island reference area could be replaced by a river bend at Punt Paddock. A fence,
approximately 1 to 1·5 kilometres in length, of red gum posts and rails, could be run adjacent to the River Road
track, to connect the river bends at Punt Paddock and Green Engine. This type of fence would allow access to
native animals, but would exclude cattle and brumbies. Also, it would not rust out, or endanger the wildlife like
wire fences. Hood waters in the vicinity of the proposed fence would ordinarily not exceed about ()'3 ofa metre.
The area is approximately 75-100 hectares, and includes various types of soil, forest and grasses, as well as a
lagoon.

The letter epitomises the reasonable attitude of the league. It has indicated to the Minister
that it is not opposed to the declaration of parks in the Barmah Forest, nor is it opposed
to reference areas. However, it believes there is a more sensible arrangement. I commend
the league for the representations it has made and I am disappointed that they have not
borne more fruit from the Government.
I shall now refer to the reasoned amendment moved by Mr Evans. What the Government
is trying to do through the Bill and what the Liberal Party will attempt to do through the
amendments it will propose in the Committee stage is to radically alter the definition and
management of a State park in respect of the Barmah Forest, but it will still be lumped in
the schedule under national parks. That is inappropriate.
It is some years since the original National Parks Act was passed and definitions decided
upon. Why do we not consider whether the definitions are appropriate and do what is
suggested in the reasoned amendment? That is totally logical.

I call on the Opposition to support the amendment bearing in mind the strong
commitment that the Leader of the Opposition in the other place gave on 31 July at a
meeting of more than 100 people at Nathalia and in interviews he gave with the Shepparton
News. Those statements led people to believe that was the stance of the Opposition.
Today the Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands alleged that the Liberal Party
had moved to the right on this issue. It has moved to the left because it opposed, with
good reason, the extensions to the Alpine National Park which the Government attempted
to force through Parliament, but the Liberal Party is now reneging on that justifiable stand.
I call upon the Liberal Party to support the reasoned amendment because it will do the
very thing that the Liberal Party wants to achieve through the proposed amendments it
will move during the Committee stage.
On the motion of the Hon. B. A. MURPHY (Gippsland Province), the debate was
adjourned.
It was ordered that the debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Answers to questions without notice-Overcrowding of school buses-Moratorium on
logging in east Gippsland-Breeding of golden perch-Delays in workers compensation
cases-Crisis in farming industries-Planning and building controls-Shortage of junior
resident medical officers at Mildura Base Hospital-Diabetes education programBallendella school residence-Community Services Wodonga regional officerExtractive industry strategy plan-Manufacture of firearms
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

The Hon. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat Province)-In view of the concerns I have
regarding the results of investigations into Midland Milk Pty Ltd, I ask the Minister for
Agriculture and Rural Affairs whether he can now provide me with the answers I require.
The Hon. F. J. GRANTER (Central Highlands Province)-I direct a matter to the
attention of the Attorney-General who is the representative in this House of the Minister
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for Transport. The matter concerns the overcrowding of school buses, especially in the
Heathcote and Bendigo areas. The matter is highlighted in the Mc/vor Times.
Parents in the area are extremely concerned that their children must stand or sit in the
aisles of the buses. It is an extremely serious matter when one remembers that accidents
involving school buses have occurred in Victoria and in other States. If an overcrowded
bus were involved in an accident, the children who were sitting or standing in the aisles
would be subject to serious injury.
I appeal to the Government to make larger buses available or to provide additional
buses on the run so that the children can be accommodated in seats. The Government
should take this matter extremely seriously.
The Hon. D. M. EVANS (North Eastern Province)-I address my remarks to the
Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands. I refer to a report in the Age of 10 February
in which Professor Bellamy, an English botanist, called for a ten-year moratorium on
logging in parts of east Gippsland on the basis that:
he had discovered a type of gum tree in an east Gippsland forest which was not on the international register of
botanical names and did not have a Latin species name.

Professor Bellamy is quoted as saying:
This tree is as yet unnamed but has a marvellous potential for use in other parts of the world as a genetic
resource.

I ask the Minister whether she is aware of the report and whether it is a fact that subsequent
investigations by officers of the Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands or some
other people have discovered the fact that the type of gum tree that led to the reaction
from Professor Bellamy is a common gum tree and is a hybrid of several gum tree
varieties?
The Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley Province)-I direct a matter to the attention of the
Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands. Recently it has been brought to my attention
that approximately 1·2 million golden perch eggs failed to spawn at the Snobs Creek
Freshwater Fisheries Research Station and Hatchery. In view of this failure, will the
Minister indicate to the House what steps she intends to take to ensure the continued
breeding of this native fish and that such a failure does not occur again?
The Hon. H. R. WARD (South Eastern Province)-I refer to the Attorney-General the
problems facing some 20 000 people who are waiting for their workers compensation
claims to be heard by the courts.
I am receiving complaints from people with compensable cases who are waiting to have
those cases heard before the court.
The problem that exists is that any person with a WorkCare case can have the case
determined within 60 days, but people with cases under the previous workers compensation
system are experiencing hardship because of delays in their cases being heard. In some
cases, the people concerned die before their cases come before the court.
Two major firms of solicitors have approached me about these problems. I ask that the
Attorney-General refer the matter to the Treasurer to ascertain whether some action can
be taken to set up courts to hear these cases that have been declared as compensable.
The Hon. B. P. DUNN (North Western Province)-I direct a matter to the attention of
the Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs.
Yesterday at Sea Lake, my colleagues, Mr Peter Fisher, the Federal member for the
Mallee, Mr Wright, the honourable member for Swan Hill in another place, and I held 8
hours of meetings with Mallee groups to further discuss the crisis in the farming and grain
industries.
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We met woups called IMFAS-Isolated Mallee Families Action and Support-the
Mallee CriSIS Committee, Women in Agriculture, the Small Business Action Committee
and the Victorian Farmers Federation. Many issues were aired during those discussions.
A large number of Mallee farmers are in a state of limbo and suffering severe mental
stress because they have been informed verbally by their banks that no more finance will
be provided to them for this year's crop or for meeting their commitments. The Rural
Finance Commission has informed those people that it will not support them if the banks
do not.
Those people do not know whether they have a future on their properties, whether they
will continue to have a home in which to live or whether they can plant a crop. Much
uncertainty and stress is being experienced by those families.
It is clear from the discussions yesterday that the existing rural adjustment program is
not meeting the needs of farmers and is not addressing the longer-term problems
confronting Mallee farmers. Many of them have no hope of paying interest, let alone
reducing their principal debt. It is clear from the discussions that longer-term interest
loans and debt adjustment and reconstruction are necessary. The day is fast approaching
when the banks and the Rural Finance Commission will have to write off a certain degree
of debt in the Mallee area.

Another issue is the drain of young people from the area. That commenced some years
ago and is now in top gear. Many young people who have left will never come back. It
would seem that the Rural Finance Commission has always been reluctant to involve
financial counsellors in advising farming families. I ask the Minister to take up that matter
with the Rural Finance Commission.
No single answer exists to the problems facing Mallee farmers. However, I have
mentioned two or three points that were discussed at the meetings yesterday. I shall take
up other issues with the Minister in discussions outside the House. However, I ask him
how he considers those issues and what action he may be able to take in conjunction with
the Rural Finance Commission.
The Hon. J. V. C. GUEST (Monash Province)-I direct the attention of the Minister
for Planning and Environment to the particular problems of ~ople living in Fairbairn
Road, T oorak, and to general problems arising out of the dtlatoriness of those under
Ministerial authority in determining planning and building controls in residential areas
where there are insufficient controls over the amenities of residents when neighboUrs wish
to build separate dwellings or to add separate buildings.
The Minister will recall that this is a matter that arose almost a year ago with Mrs
Uglow's house in Mathoura Road. This matter was brought to the Minister's attention by
Mr Hunt and me. It became obvious that the long-standing problems of potential harm to
neighbours by overbuilding on small sites in residential areas was becoming pressing.
I understand a task force is examining planning aspects and a working party is considering
building control aspects. The building control aspect is necessary because there is no
effective planning control over separate dwellings in the circumstances of this case. There
are, of course, provisions in the building regulations which effect some control. However,
even when a local municipality decides to protect a resident, an appeal can be made to the
building referees board who can overturn that protection. Here is the real problem. Third
parties have no right to receive notice of such an appeal or to be represented by counsel.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-The right to make submissions and the right to appear at the
discretion of a building referees board is included in the Bill about which I gave notice
today.
The Hon. J. V. C. GUEST-It is important for residents to be given a chance to have
their case heard. The Minister said the Bill he gave notice of today contains a remedy. I
hope he will elaborate on that in his reply.
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The Minister appreciates the problem. Much has happened in Mathoura Road since
last year. The history is that in a narrow street of modest scale is a row of single-storey
houses. To build a two-storey house in that street would, in most people"s judgment, be
inappropriate.
The person who owns Nos 27,29 and 31 Mathoura Road has already demolished Nos
27 and 31 and apparently intends to extend No. 29. That action has agitated the neighbours.
In fact, the Prahran City Council was on the side of the neighbours and the developer was
refused a planning permit. He then instigated an appeal. Contemporaneously, he made
slight modifications to the plans to ensure that they were dealt with as separate buildings
and he made another application to the council for a building permit. The council also
refused that application. However, without any of the residents being able to find out what
was happenin~, the matter went swiftly before the building referrees board and just as
swiftly a deciSIon in favour of the developer was made.
I ask the Minister whether he can take some appropriate action in this case.
The Hon. K. I. M. WRlGHT (North Western Province)-I ask the Minister for Health
about the sho~ge of junior resident medical officers at the Mildura Base Hospital. Not
only is there difficulty there, but also I understand there is currently a critical shortage
throughout Victoria. In effect, in 1985 there were 25 vacancies in Victoria and in 1986, 31
vacancies. There are probably more in 1987. Unfortunately, most of those are in country
areas.
Mildura Base Hospital and the medical staff group have brought to my notice the critical
shortage of junior resident medical officers at the hospital. They inform me that this has
created difficulties in maintaining the accident and emergency services at that hospital.
Mildura Base Hospital at present has less than three of the five positions filled and is
having difficulty maintaining services. The hospital has an establishment of six internsthat is, first-year junior doctors-five junior resident medical officers, who are secondyear junior officers, and two senior resident medical officers, who are third-year junior
doctors. In that medical group there is a shortage of three junior doctors.
The intern positions are filled by rotational arrangements with both the Dandenong and
District Hospital and the Western General Hospital. It has been put to me by the Mildura
Base Hospital that the metropolitan hospitals have an unfair share of the junior medical
resident doctors on available establishment in relation to their beds and services.
I urge the Minister for Health to review the current establishment to ensure that all
hospitals receive a fair share. I am informed that the situation has worsened over the past
two years and this occurred when the salaries of junior resident medical doctors were
reduced by reducing their working hours. The hospital is compensated for this by employing
more junIor resident medical officers, and we have reached the position where there are
more positions than graduates available.
I ask the Minister for Health whether he can inform the House if something can be done
to overcome the position Statewide, and particularly with reference to the Mildura Base
Hospital.
The Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Nunawading Province)-I ask the Minister for Health
a question on the refundin$ of diabetes education programs and I refer in particular to the
Region 8 Diabetes EducatIon and Control Program commenced in 1984. That program
has resulted in much improved facilities for persons with diabetes, and current funding
expires in May 1987. Fundamentally, the aim of the program was to test the health and
cost benefits of a program to improve knowledge of self-care skills of people with diabetes.
One of my constituents has written to me saying that a family member who has been
involved in the program sees the best part of the program as being the increase in the
standard of care, education and self-care skills, which then leads to a significant decrease
in the number of admissions to hospital for diabetes patients, the total length of stay in
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hospital and the cost of providing care. She points out further that the program has also
been well accepted by local medical practitioners who have been the source of 85 per cent
of referrals to the program.
Could the Minister for Health advise the position relating to that program?
The Hon. N. B. REID (Bendigo Province)-I raise a matter for the attention of the
Leader of the Government, who represents the Minister for Education. The matter concerns
a decision by the Government to sell the primary school residence at Ballendella, which is
not far from Lockington and towards the Echuca area. The decision by the Government
to sell that residence has upset the primary school council.
The Education Department has been charging $185 a fortnight rent for that home
occupied by the teacher. The residence has been vacant for some time because the general
market rent in the area for housing of a similar type to the school residence is between
$120 and $140 a fortnight. The teachers object to paying $185 a fortnight because there
are other homes available in the area that are cheaper.
Mrs Faye Moon, the secretary of the primary school council at Ballendella, has written
to me requesting that the Ministry of Education re-examine the level of rental being
charged to see if it can equate more to the level of rentals which are apparently available
in the area rather than selling the house which can be occupied by the teacher. It would
provide a measure of security to the school and provide security to the students.
I ask the Minister ifhe will take that matter up with the Minister for Education.
The Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern Province)-I ask the Minister for Community
Services what steps she is putting in train in her department's Wodonga office following
the sudden and tragic death last week of Mrs Helen Horton, who died at the age of 36
years. She was the officer in charge of the north-east region of the Wodonga area.
Mrs Horton was one of those public servants whom we can admire. I know that public
servants by and large are often criticised for their alleged deficiencies, but such criticism
could never have been levelled at Mrs Horton. Mrs Horton was a public servant of the
highest calibre and her work was widely appreciated in north-eastern Victoria. Her
dedication to the task was widely appreciated.
It came as a shock to all citizens of Wodonga, not only the clients of the department, to
hear ofMrs Horton's sudden and tragic death. I would like to know-and I am sure the
Minister for Community Services has this in hand-what arrangements are being put in
place at the office as a result of Mrs Horton's death pending the appointment of her
successor.
The Hon. G. P. CONNARD (Higinbotham Province)-I ask the Minister for Planning
and Environment if he is aware of the recent release by the Department of Industry,
Technology and Resources of a draft report prepared on the Extractive Industries Strategy
Plan for Melbourne-Stage No. 2. The draft report follows on a study dealing exclusively
with the hard rock sector of the extractive industry in the Melbourne supply area, and
where the Minister for Planning and Environment gets into the act is that the studies are
undertaken at the direction of his colleague, the Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources and also of his department. This study deals specifically and exclusively with
one component of the extractive industry, namely, hard rock. Some of the
recommendations flowing from that study are of consequence to all components of the
extractive industry and, therefore, to local government.
The City of Moorabbin has expressed concern about this because within the boundaries
of the City of Moorabbin there are several sand extractive sites, some of which are
operative and others yet to be licensed.
The council is concerned about the reconstitution and future role of the Extractive
Industries Advisory Committee because at present the municipality in which the extractive
operation is located is entitled to have either an elected representative or a council officer
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on that committee. The council of the City of Moorabbin, through its engineer, Mr lan
Anderson, has brought this matter to my attention.
I ask the Minister that if the Extractive Industries Advisory Committee is to be
reconstituted, local government department representatives participate in issues of a Statewide nature, while provision should be made for coopting a municipal representative,
either elected or an officer of council, when dealing with the extractive issues within a
participating municipality boundary.
This is an important issue in the southern suburbs, coming specifically from the City of
Moorabbin but equally of concern in the City of Springvale. Consequently, I ask the
Minister to respond tonight or at least consider my request and reply at an early date.
The Hon. B. A. CHAMBERLAIN (Western Province)-I direct to the attention of the
Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, who represents the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, a disturbing report that appeared in the Sun newspaper of 3 March
1987 concerning the manufacture offirearms in the shape ofa pen. The police came across
a large consignment of these pens. They fire ·22 calibre bullets and apparently can have a
devastating effect on someone at a distance of up to 8 metres.
One of the points in the article was that the maximum penalty for manufacturing a
weapon without a licence is only $200. It is clear that a weaP,On such as this which, in the
hands of criminals has disastrous potential, should attract to it substantial penalties and
even a gaol penalty.
I ask the Minister to take up with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services this
article appearing on 3 March with a view to producing substantial penalties for the illegal
manufacture of any type of firearm in this State.
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-On March 24
and March 25 Mr de Fegely asked me questions relating to Midland Milk Pty Ltd in
Shepparton and he asked for further information tonight.
The Dairy Industry Act 1984 requires that all market milk used by milk processors be
purchased from the authority at a predetermined price. The authority carries out regular
audits of processors to ensure that the legislation is being complied with.
An audit of Midland Milk Pty Ltd revealed some difference in the volumes of milk
purchased from the authority and sales of market milk made by the company. The
authority and Midland Milk have now reached agreement on payment required for a
quantity of milk that should have been purchased from the pool.
In other words, there was a significant discrepancy. Midland Milk admitted that and
agreed to pay the required amount as if the milk had come from the pool directly; so there
is some evidence for the question asked by Mr de Fegely.
The auditors also asked whether, to paraphrase the question, Midland Milk is recycling
out-of-date milk. The auditor has not yet established the reasons for differences in milk
purchased and sold by Midland, so the audit is continuing and, in that sense, the answer
is not fully complete but investigation by officers of the authority and of the Department
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has now not established that milk returned to the factory
was being repasteurised after mixing with other milk. That is not to say that that may not
be a possibility. Therefore, the audit and investigation is continuing and I will keep the
honourable member up to date with what occurs from now on.
Mr Dunn and some colleagues of his had a significant number of meetings in Sea Lake
with groups offarmers whom I know very well; they have met with me and other members
in the House. He indicated that that day was a valuable one in terms of information that
caused him concern-specifically, farmers finding themselves in difficulty.
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Mr Dunn suggests that those families are in what he calls limbo because of bank letters
in recent times that have been sent around-The Hon. B. P. Dunn-I did not say letters; it was verbal advice at that stage.
The Hon. E. H. W ALKER-With the prospect of a follow-up with letters at a later
stage.
I am aware of that situation occurring and I have discussed the matter with the Rural
Finance Commission. My advice to Mr Dunn in all cases where this has occurred is that
he advise farmers to go directly to the Rural Finance Commission as quickly as possible
because it is not true to say that the Rural Finance Commission has simply said that where
banks have said no further funds or no moneys are available, the commission will not
necessarily accept that outlay.
The reality is that the Rural Finance Commission will take the loan in certain
circumstances.
The Hon. B. P. Dunn-But not to keep them there; just help them to help themselves!
The Hon. E. H. WALKER-No; I want to make it clear that the Rural Finance
Commission does more than the Commonwealth rural adjustment scheme in terms of
providing assistance. The commission is capable of working towards a package suited to
each individual on a case-by-case basis, and has the support of banks in that regard.
When Mr Dunn talks of the prospect of some banks writing off debt, that is a prospect;
but the farmers about whom he is speaking should make immediate contact with the Rural
Finance Commission after they have had that verbal advice from banks. That is the best
advice that I can offer at the moment.
He says the rural adjustment scheme is not addressing problems in the Mallee region. I
do not accept 'that. I do not accept that the scheme is not universal in its coverage; but it
is true that the Commonwealth rural adjustment scheme is assisting numbers of farmers,
which is not to say that further assistance from other sources would not be helpful as well.
I do not know what prospect there is for the long-term low-interest loans of which he
speaks. The grain council representative to whom I spoke this morning made it clear that
farmers in the grain area were not looking for outright subsidies; they were looking for
assistance of other kinds. I suspect that the long-term low-interest loans about which Mr
Dunn speaks will have to be considered as a subsidy.
The Hon. B. P. Dunn-We have had them before with the natural disasters!
The Hon. E. H. W ALKER-They were available for drought relief. Nevertheless I have
had that request and it is being considered but I do not want him to hold his breath in
terms of a response.
He talks of the drain of young people in the area and I accept that as a problem. We are
no longer supporting two and three generation family farmers in the way that we used to.
It is a worry because one wonders from where the next generation of farmers will come.
We ought to look at programs to sustain young people in rural areas, where possible.
Finally, the notion of resistance by the Rural Finance Commission to financial
counsellors is not a fair statement. The Rural Finance Commission has said that it
supports the work of counsellors but when final negotiation occurs on what the Rural
Finance Commission can do, it prefers to see the farming couple or family direct without
the counsellors present. That has produced tension and I am having discussions with the
Rural Finance Commission about that aspect, and with my colleagues who are involved.
Mr Reid asked me a question and handed me a letter for reference to the Minister for
Education in another place. I will transfer the information to him for a response.
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The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-Mr Wright asked a Question in reference
to resident medical officers at the Mildura Base Hospital. It should be pointed out that in
negotiating the budget with the Mildura Base Hospital for 1986-87, funding for junior
resident and senior resident medical officers has been maintained and indexed since 1984.
With respect to filling the vacancies of these officers, I urge the honourable member to
indicate to the hospital that it should have discussions with the relevant university and
teaching hospitals-either Maribyrnong Medical Centre or Melbourne University, if that
is the appropriate university, because it does reflect on the quality of medical and surgical
standards ultimately provided for Mildura.
If, as a result of those discussions with Melbourne University, there is still difficulty in
obtaining residents to be placed at Mildura, I will be happy to have discussions with the
hospital.
With regard to the matter raised by Mrs Varty, and the excellent programs provided by
the Royal Southern Memorial Hospital and Professor Zimmett and others for the treatment
of diabetes, the issue focuses on the prospect of being able to provide a service in a way
that increasingly enables diabetes patients the opportunity of being treated in their own
homes and to avoid hospitalisation. The program that has been run is secure.
It is part of the base funding for health. What has not yet been determined is that if
there are to be future extensions to the program within regipn 8 or beyond, there is no
additional funding for any additions to the program at this stage. That will be considered
in the Budget context for 1987-88.

The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General)-I shall pass the matter raised by Mr
Granter to the Minister for Transport. I shall pass Mr Ward's question about WorkCare
to the Treasurer.
Mr Guest directed a matter to my attention as Minister for Planning and Environment.
I refer him to the Building Control Bill and invite him to examine it after the secondreading speech tomorrow and during the period of the adjournment of the debate on the
second reading. In that way Mr Guest can ascertain whether the problems have been
addressed by the Government. I think they have been. Ifhe has any suggestions, I should
be interested to hear them.
The whole Question of notice to neighbours is vexed. The standing of his party is against
mandatory notification to neighbours in the planning area generally. Mr Guest raised the
matter of building control. He might discuss the matter in the party room. The way his
party and the National Party think is against mandatory notification. Those parties are
not in favour of it as I am.
However, we have tried to liberalise third party and neighbours' rights in the new Bill. I
shall examine the case raised by Mr Guest and I ask that he write to me with the particulars
of the case. That is apart from the general issue which we can discuss.
I shall examine the Question asked by Mr Connard about extractive industries.

The Hon. C. J. HOGG (Minister for Community Services)-I thank Mr Baxter for the
remarks he made about the late Helen Horton, the regional manager of the upper Murray
area. I think the whole of Community Services Victoria throughout the State was shocked
by her sudden death. As Mr Baxter said, she was only 36 years of age. She collapsed at
work and died shortly after.
The late Helen Horton gave conspicuous service to the State. She was, as Mr Baxter
pointed out, an eminent public servant in the very best sense of that word. She worked in
the upper Murray region for five years, having previously worked with intellectually
disabled children in New Zealand. She worked In other community service fields in
Australia. In the past five years she devoted her time and energy-and her energy was
considerable-to the upper Murray area.
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Perhaps her most noteworthy contributions are in the area of community support. She
had a very strong empathy with the needs of rural women. She worked hard to establish
neighbourhood houses in the area and, as Mr Baxter will remember, was part of the group
that produced a very good study about rural poverty in the area surrounding Wodonga.
Helen Horton leaves a husband and two children, Catherine and Richard, who are still
quite young-only ten and twelve years of age. She leaves staff who, needless to say, have
been most distressed and shocked by her death. She also leaves a region that performed
extremely well under her management. It was always such a very happy and busy place to
visit and in which to spend time.
I used to enjoy meeting her when she came to the city as well. Apart from being a source
of excellent information and advice-as indeed most regional managers are-she was also
an extremely cheerful and lively person and I know she will not only be missed, as Mr
Baxter pointed out, by clients of Community Services Victoria and obviously her staff and
members of the department generally, but also by the community. Her death has caused a
great sense of shock and loss, especially in Wodonga. The thoughts of everybody who
knew her in the department are extended to her family at this time.
In the meantime, for now, Mr Chris Garretty will act in her stead and will obviously
endeavour to continue the task that the late Helen Horton did so readily, so cheerfully
and so well.
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-Mr Evans
asked about a claimed new eucalypt by Professor David Bellamy who paid a brief visit to
east Gippsland. He claimed that he had discovered a new type of gum and this has been
questioned by research staff of my department. It is certainly correct that the tree to which
he gave publicity is unnamed, but it is not a new species; nor is it rare or endangered.
Both Dr Jim Ross, the principal scientist at the National Herbarium and Or Leon
Pedrick, the chief geneticist with the department, have said that Professor Bellamy's new
eucalypt was undoubtedly a form of shining gum found in the central highlands of Victoria
and in southern New South Wales. In 1979 Or Pedrick identified the Errinundra variation
of the shining gum and suggested a scientific name. However, like all these processes, it
has not been formalised.
Native trees often show variation from place to place and it has been known for more
than ten years that shining $um occurs in several unnamed variations. The Errinundra
variation is well represented In existing reserves and further areas proposed for reservation
by the Land Conservation Council.
Mr Mier asked a question about his concern that the Snobs Creek Hatchery of my
department failed to produce any golden perch this year. It never ceases to amaze me
about the responsibilities I have in my department Including playing mother-that is,
substitute mother-to some thousands of hormone-induced spawns of golden perch!
As honourable members know, the Snobs Creek Hatchery is in the midst of a major
redevelopment. A new facility was recently opened. Part of the work involves the
production of Murray cod, Macquarie perch and the endangered trout cod as well as the
golden perch. These facilities are designed for large-scale intensive production of native
fish under controlled conditions.
The facilities are working well and in 1986 we released 130000 fry of the golden perch
species into the Tahbilk lagoon near Nagambie and into ponds near Lake Charlegrark in
the Wimmera. Earlier this year some 40 000 Macquarie perch and 100 000 Murray cod
were produced and released into Lake Meering, the Campaspe River and the Buffalo and
Delatite rivers.
The reason for concern about the failure of golden perch spawning this year appears to
be the inability of this species under hatchery conditions to be induced to produce eggs
and larvae of high viability in successive years. That is something we have learned and
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something we have to take into account in the next spawning season. It appears there is
some incipient criticism of my staff for this failure in the area ofintensive culture of native
fish. It is most unwarranted. The work is really at the forefront of research and we must
accept that there are some failures as well as a great deal of success.
Mr Chamberlain referred to an article in the Sun of 3 March about guns shaped like
ballpoint pens which fire bullets and which are apparently designed to kill or maim people.
I had not read that article but it would be a matter of considerable concern to the Police
Force and to the community.
Mr Chamberlain has sought an increase in penalties for the manufacture and sale of
such weapons. I shall raise the matter with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and ask for a quick response.
The motion was agreed to.

The House adjourned at 12.20 a.m. (Wednesday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

GUARANTEE FUND CLAIMS
(Question No. 5)

The Hon. K. I. M. WRIGHT (North Western Province) asked the Attorney-General:
What guarantee fund claims were paid from the real estate and legal profession funds, respectively, in each of
the years 1985 and 1986?

The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General)-The answer is:
The honourable member for North Western Province will find the answers provided in the annual reports of
the Estate Agents Board and the Law Institute of Victoria for 1984-85 and 1985-86.

MOTOR CAR FATALITIES
(Question No. 36)

The Hon. G. P. CONNARD (Higinbotham Province) asked the Minister for
Conservation, Forests and Lands, for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
How many motor car fatalities occurred within Higinbotham Province during each of the years 1985-86 and
1986-87, to date, and at what locations?

The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-The answer
supplied by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is:
The following details have been provided by the Victoria Police Force.
YEAlt 1985-86
NUMBER OF FATAL ACCIDENTS: 31
LOCATION
Hawthorn Road and Snowden A venue, Caulfield
Warrigal Road, Cheltenham
Nepean Highway, East Brighton
North Road, Ormond
St Kilda Street, Brighton
Beach Road and Central A venue, Sandringham
McKinnon and East Boundary roads, Bentleigh
Wickham Road, Moorabbin
Head and Murphy streets, Gardenvale
Kambrook and Hudson roads, Caulfield
Inkerman Street and Hawthorn Road, North Caulfield
Herald Street and Keys Road, Moorabbin
Beach Road, Mentone
Beach Road, Sandringham
Neerim and Poath roads, Murrumbeena
Bay Road and Nepean Highway, Cheltenham
Koornang and Oakleigh roads, Carnegie
Hampton and Shasta streets, Brighton
Highett Road and Rose Street, Highett
Glenhuntly Road, Elstemwick
Glen Eira Road, South Caulfield
Bluff Road, Black Rock
Nepean Highway, Cheltenham
Bemard Street, Cheltenham
Nepean Highway and Lower Dandenong Road, Mentone
Glenhuntly Road, Caulfield

MUNICIPALITY
Caulfield
Moorabbin
Brighton
Caulfield
Brighton
Sandringham
Moorabbin
Moorabbin
Brighton
Caulfield
Caulfield
Moorabbin
Mordialloc
Brighton
Caulfield
Moorabbin
Caulfield
Brighton
Moorabbin
Caulfield
Caulfield
Sandringham
Moorabbin
Moorabbin
Mordialloc
Caulfield
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LOCATION
Nepean Highway, Moorabbin
Kingston Road, Cheltenham
Murrumbeena Road and Melbourne Street, Murrumbeena
Glen Eira and Hawthorn roads, Caulfield
Kingston Road, Heatherton

Questions on Notice
MUNICIPALITY
Moorabbin
Moorabbin
Caulfield
Caulfield
Moorabbin

YEAR 1986-87
NUMBER OF FATAL ACCIDENTS-to 24/12/86: 13
LOCATION
Murrumbeena Road, Murrumbeena (2)
Grange Road, Carnegie
Kooyong Road, Elsternwick
Neerim Road, Glenhuntly
I/S Bambra Road and Sycamore Street, Caulfield
lIS Hawthorn Road and Sycamore Street, Caulfield
New Street, Brighton
Beach Road, Black Rock (2)
lIS Patterson Road and Jasper Road, Moorabbin
Nepean Highway, Brighton
Wells Road, Mordialloc

MUNICIPALITY
Caulfield
Caul field
Caul field
Caul field
Caulfield
Caulfield
Brighton
Sandringham
Moorabbin
Brighton
Mordialloc
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Wednesday, 8 April 1987
The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. A. Mackenzie) took the chair at 2.3 p.m. and read the
prayer.

SUPPLY (1987-88, No. 1) BILL
This Bill was received from the Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon. D. R. WHITE
(Minister for Health), was read a first time.

WORKS AND SERVICES (ANCILLARY PROVISIONS, No. 1) BILL
This Bill was received from the Assembly and, on the motion of the Hon. D. R. WHITE
(Minister for Health), was read a first time.
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

DEVELOPMENT AT CAMBERWELL DISTRICT CENTRE
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (South Eastern Province)-The Minister for Planning and
Environment will be well aware of local concern about the scale of the National Mutual
proposal at the Camberwell district centre, the effects ofa development of the scale on the
amenity of the area., and the traffic problems that will be generated. If the project proceeds
there will be a need for substantial traffic engineering moneys to be provided by the
Government and other parties.
The Minister would also be aware that the Camberwell City Council, which owns much
of the land concerned, does not agree with the proposed scale of development. In view of
all these facts, will the Minister appoint delegates to undertake a formal hearing so that
these issues can be reconciled before he makes his determination?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Minister for Planning and Environment)-No, I will not,
but I am grateful to Mr Hunt for his question. He is pursuing a consistently constructive
line and is turning his mind to relevant pertinent issues and should be congratulated for
the way in which he is pursuing these matters.
I do not want to deter Mr Hunt from raising relevant matters in the future.
The Hon. A. J. Hunt-How are you are going to deal with it?
The Hon. M. J. Sandon-Is this a supplementary question?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-Because Mr Hunt is so pertinent, he can ask supplementary
questions. There are concerns about the National Mutual development in Camberwell,
particularly, as Mr Hunt so accurately pointed out, about its scale. The city council has
wavered on the project and I am wondering if the approaching month of August might
affect the attitudes of certain councillors on certain issues. A traffic study will be completed,
as the Deputy Premier is fond of saying, between now and a very short time. The
Government will examine the scale of the project, and I assure Mr Hunt that I will handle
the matter well.

FERAL GOAT NUMBERS IN GRAMPIANS NATIONAL PARK
The Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Western Province)-I refer the Minister for Conservation,
Forests and Lands to feral goat numbers in the Grampians National Park and to a recent
culling operation conducted by officers of her department employing a helicopter. I ask
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the Minister to inform the House of the relative success of that operation, comparing the
number of goats actually shot with the costs involved.
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-I cannot
inform the honourable member of the actual costs involved, but I find the rather confused
view of the opposition parties, particularly the National Party, on feral goats a real
problem. National Party members have great difficulty defining the difference, in the first
place, between feral goats and feral people. I only hope that my officers who are responsible
for the culling show better judgment.

PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES IN THE SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN
AREA
The Hon. M. A. LYSTER (Chelsea Province)-I direct my question to the Minister for
Health, whom I know has been concerned for some time about the lack of adequate inpatient psychiatric services, but in particular, psycho-geriatric services in the southern
metropolitan area.
Can the Minister inform the House what progress may take place regarding Heatherton
Hospital.
The Hon. D. R. WHITE (Minister for Health)-Today is historic because the first
patient will arrive at Heatherton Hospital. For decades, the southern metropolitan area
has lacked adequate in-patient psychiatric and community psychiatric programs, but for
more than 27 years, the previous Administration of the Liberal Party had one of the worse
institutions in the western world in Willsmere Hospital. It did absolutely nothing about it
and took no action to close that institution down.
For 27 years the Liberal Party took no action on this matter and it still has no policy on
it. For 32 years the Opposition has not had a health policy.
As a result of the first patients arriving at Heatherton Hospital today an historic change
is occurring that will lead to the creation of nineteen service centres replacing Willsmere.
With an increase of not more than $4 million in recurrent expenditure, the number of
patient contacts in an ageing population will increase from 15 000 per annum to more
than 50 000 per annum. This involves the establishment of psychiatric services at
Heatherton Hospital, which is a major part of the decommissioning of the Willsmere
Hospital, which was an outdated institution when it was built last century and remained
an outdated institution about which the previous Liberal Government did nothing for 27
years. The Liberal Party still has no policy on the issue.
The responsibility for the operation of the Heatherton Hospital has been transferred to
the Office of Psychiatric Services and planning is already well advanced to enable an early
start for psychogeriatric services. I am pleased to report that the first group of patients will
be moving to the hospital today.
The services provided at Heatherton Hospital include assessment and care for older
people suffering from Alzheimer's disease and senile dementia. In addition, the alcohol
and drug unit will continue to operate at the hospital. The chief executive officer has
commenced duty, as has the director of clinical services. The director of nursing has been
appointed and will commence duty shortly. Interviews will soon be held for the position
of director of finance and administration.
Arrangements have been made for nursing staff at Willsmere to be seconded to
Heatherton Hospital to staff the first psychogeriatric ward. Operation of a second ward for
the care of the elderly will commence in June. Those wards will provide for patients at
Willsmere who have connections with Health Department Victoria region 8 and for direct
local admissions.
Two further wards will be operating before the end of the year, by which time a total of
114 beds and associated services will have been commissioned. A psychogeriatric
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assessment and care team has been located at Heatherton. For decades the southern
metropolitan area, in which Mr Connard and others have been active in the Liberal Party,
has lacked adequate in-patient psychiatric care and community psychiatric programs.
I am delighted that the major Government initiative to close Willsmere Hospital will
now provide an opportunity to redress the problem through the development ofHeatherton
Hospital as a regional psychiatric hospital. I take this opportunity of paying tribute to the
endeavours of the local members, specifically Mr Sandon and Mrs Lyster, in bringing
about this initiative.
This will be a first step in the redistribution of psychiatric services in the metropolitan
area so that services are brought closer to where people live and are more responsive to
the needs of the community. It is warranted on both economic and compassionate grounds.

FUNDING FOR CHILD-CARE CENTRES
The Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Ballarat Province)-My question to the Minister for
Community Services relates to the 38 child-care centres which receive recurrent funding
from the State Government. Has the Minister negotiated with the Commonwealth
Government to accept responsibility for that recurrent funding? If not, will the State
continue to provide funding after 30 June this year?
The Hon. C. J. HOGG (Minister for Community Services)-I thank the honourable
member for his ongoing interest in State day nursenes. As I informed the House the last
time this matter was raised, pro~ess with the Commonwealth on taking over complete
responsibility for child-care services was a slow process, although the State had accepted
responsibility for preschool services.
~

However, I shall be meeting with the new Federal Minister for Community Services,
the Honourable Chris Hurford, later this week and exploring the matter with him. At this
stage it would be wrong to suggest that significant progress had been made. I assure the
House that we are not for one moment contemplating destabilisin~ the service, which is
the State day nursery program, which provides for hundreds offamdies and their children
in this State.

MELBOURNE WHOLESALE FRUIT AND VEGETABLE MARKET
The Hon. K. I. M. WRIGHT (North Western Province)-The Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Affairs is aware of my ongoing interest in the Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and
Vegetable Market, especially the fact that growers allege they are being ripped offby agents
at the market. That is partly due to the overcrowding that is currently occurring.
Is the Minister aware that additional space of 13 hectares is required? Will the Minister
ensure that that land is either available for immediate sale or held in readiness for transfer
or lease to the trust if it is deemed advisable?
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-Of course I
am aware of the needs of the Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market. However,
I take exception to the insinuation that Mr Wright continues to make without providing
details. He has done that on many occasions and when I have asked him to provide me
with details of the claims he makes, he says, "I am afraid the people involved do not wish
to give their names and that is all I wish to say".
If Mr Wright were serious about the claims he makes about the organisation or
management of the market or other parts of the fruit and vegetable industry, he would
produce some facts. I am happy to handle the matter confidentially, but Mr Wright has
not put forward any facts.
The Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market is a good market and is well
managed. The Government understands that expansion is necessary and it is handling
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that in the proper manner by ensuring that expansion capacity will be available as and
when needed.

FARM NUMBERS
The Hon. B. A. MURPHY (Gippsland Province)-I direct my question to the Minister
for Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Recently, certain publicity has been given to actual farm
numbers in Victoria and misleading information has been given by the shadow Minister
for Agriculture and Rural Affairs.
The Hon. J. H. Kennan-Who is he?
The Hon. B. A. MURPHY-He is a Western District farmer. Will the Minister outline
to the House the facts about actual farm numbers in Victoria?
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-I am happy to
name the person who has been putting forward misleading facts-it is the honourable
member for Ripon in the other place, Mr Austin, the Opposition spokesman on agriculture.
He brought the matter forward and suggested that a major exodus from farming had
occurred under the Labor Government.
I shall put the record straight because his comments are ill-informed and misleading; at
best they are mischievous and at worst they could be described in terms I shall not use.
The Liberal Party spokesman on agriculture has claimed that a major exodus from
farming has occurred. The facts do not support that allegation. In June 1982 there were
10 990 dairy farmers and in June 1986 there were 10 460 dairy farmers-a reduction of
130 dairy farmers a year for four years ofLabor Government. I shall compare that to when
the Liberal Party was in government. In the 1970s the number of dairy farmers dropped
from 17 280 to 10 990. The dairy industry virtually collapsed. Some 630 dairy farmers a
year were leaving the business. That is more than five times the rate that has occurred
under the Labor Government.
I do not know why the Opposition's spokesman does not tell the truth. When considering
the rate of reduction of farmers, one should examine what occurred in the 1970s. Under
the rule of the Labor Government, total farm numbers declined from 48 600 in March
1982 to 44 930 in March 1986. Over that period, some 900 farmers left agriculture.
In the 1970s under the Liberal Government, total farm numbers decreased from 67 700
to 48 6oo-an annual exodus of 1900 farmers every year for the ten-year period.
That is more than twice the rate of total reduction that has occurred since this
Government came to power. What nonsense is that shadow spokesman talking! I believe
the backroom hacks are leading the shadow spokesman astray, and that reflects a very real
lack of policy.
However, there is a deeper problem. It is a fact that if Victorian agriculture is to remain
competitive on world markets there will need to be adjustment. There has needed to be
adjustment since the turn of the century. The reality is that if one's policies are right and
one is supporting family farms, one will be able to sustain in business those who should
stay in business. The Government is doing that, whereas the previous Liberal Government
never did, and this is absolute humbug.
The real test for a Government is how this adjustment is being managed, whether it
knows what it is doing and whether it has a policy.
This Government has a sensitive and creative approach to rural adjustment. The focus
of our attention right now is on the cereal industry-the grains industry-which is an
absolutely critical issue in that regard; we are doing our damnedest to ensure the industry
is getting proper assistance and support.
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Adjustment is a necessary and unavoidable aspect of agriculture. I do not wish to make
this a political issue, because I did not bring it up, but I inform the House now that if the
shadow spokesman on agriculture, the honourable member for Ripon in another place, is
trying to claim that this Government is mismanaging the business of farms and farmers
in business, I shall go public in the way that he did and make a much better case, because
the record of the former Liberal Government is outrageous, and any return of that sort of
government will see that situation occurring again.

DROUIN COOPERATIVE BUTTER FACTORY CO. LTD
The Hon. H. R. WARD (South Eastern Province)-In view of the fact that he was able
to give such a firm assurance on the previous question, I now ask the Minister for
Agriculture and Rural Affairs whether he can assure the House that the Drouin Cooperative
Butter Factory Co. Ltd is in a sound financial position and that suppliers have nothing to
fear.
The Hon. E. H. WALKER (Minister for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)-Mr Ward's
question is clearly a matter for the Victorian Dairy Industry Authority and, with the
authority'S advice, a matter for me. I have been advised by the authority about the
management difficulty at Drouin. It is monitoring the matter and giving every possible
assistance.
I am in a position to say that the Drouin company is being reinforced and supported to
the degree that the authority can do so, and I shall keep Mr Ward, as well as this House,
informed on what ttanspires in what is essentially a very difficult question.

DETENTION AND RELEASE OF OFFENDERS
The Hon. B. P. DUNN (North Western Province)-I direct my question to the AttorneyGeneral. Is it a fact that under present Government policy,offenders for whom warrants
have been issued can voluntarily present themselves at a police station at 5.55 p.m., and 5
minutes later, at 6 p.m., can be released, having been deemed to have served one day's
detention?
Is it a fact also that a person in similar circumstances can present himself at a police
station at 5.55 p.m. and be released at 6 a.m. the next day, having been deemed to have
served two days' detention? Is the Attorney-General aware that an increasing number of
offenders are using this system to avoid paying fines, and, if so, what action, if any, is he
prepared to take?
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN (Attorney-General)-I thank Mr Dunn for the pertinent
question and the way in which he pursues these issues in the House with such diligence. I
believe he has learnt much from Mr Baxter, who has also pursued these issues with
considerable diligence. They are doing very well. They are probably also learning from Mr
Chamberlain, who was very good on execution of warrants, days spent in gaol, outstanding
fines and all those mind-boggling issues.
The PRESIDENT-Order! Perhaps the Attorney-General should learn something from
the guidelines set out for question time and answer the question.
The Hon. J. H. KENNAN-Mr President, I am merely answering the question with the
urbanity that you consistently urge on me. If Mr Dunn has some examples that he wants
to present to me on those varying practices, I shall certainly examine them.
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DATECH EXPO 1987
The Hon. J. L. DIXON (Boronia Province)-I ask the Minister for Community Services
to advise the House about her participation in DA TECH Expo 1987, which I understand
is a commercial enterprise. What relevance does this expo have to people with disabilities?
The Hon. C. J. HOGG (Minister for Community Services)-The DA TECH Expo 1987
is the largest exhibition of its kind in Australia. It is a display of technology, aids, services
and information for people with disabilities.
Manufacturers from all over Australia displayed some of the advances and changes in
technology for the disabled at this expo. Honourable members should bear in mind that 2
million Australians have disabilities and two-thirds of that number have disabilities that
affect their movement or communication and that technology for this group can be
genuinely liberating, possibly more so than for any other group in this country.
The State and Commonwealth departments of community services were represented at
the DATECH Expo, providing information and also listening and learning themselves
because it is most important that Government departments also understand the potential
of some of this new technology, some of which has been developed within Australia and
some of which has been imported.
The DA TECH Expo was auspiced by the Paraplegic and Quadriplegic Association of
Victoria but a number of people gave a lot of time voluntarily to put it on.
At the time I opened the exhibition on Thursday, the Melbourne showgrounds were
reasonably full of people who were interested in the display from a business point of view.
I understand that on other days-Friday, for example-many hundreds of people who
had disabled members in their families went along to the display to see what equipment
could be of assistance to them.
I had great pleasure in opening the display and I thoroughly commend the exhibition if
it is to be an annual or biennial event.
Also two weeks ago I opened a disability equipment library, which is currently situated
at the Richmond Technical School and is easily accessible from Church Street, Richmond.
The equipment library was funded by the Commonwealth Schools Commission and by a
grant from the Office of Intellectual Disability Services.
The idea of an equipment library is to enable people to attend for a couple of mornings
a week to try out the equipment with the disabled member of the family. It is staffed by
two occupational therapists and provides a repair service in conjunction with some of the
students at the Richmond Technical School-there is a great potential there. It is an
initiative that taps into the best things done by the department. It is an initiative that the
Commonwealth Schools Commission and the Office of Intellectual Disability Services are
pleased to be running conjointly. The input of the Richmond Technical School is
thoroughly valuable and satisfying and I commend that matter for the attention of members
of this House.

NATIONAL TENNIS CENTRE
The Hon. N. B. REID (Bendigo Province)-Will the Minister for Conservation, Forests
and Lands inform the House whether the Government intends to honour its promise to
find replacement parkland for that now being used for the National Tennis Centre and, if
so, which area ofland and when will it be available to the Victorian community?
The Hon. J. E. KIRNER (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)-Yes, the
Government does intend to provide replacement parkland but the matter is still under
negotiation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

IN D E X
VOLS. 386, 387

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL

(Bills are listed alphabetically under "Bills")
A

Abattoirs-Mildura. 60, 64. Seymour. 593,600. q 790.
Aboriginal Affairs-Cultural and recreational centre,
Bairnsdale. q 21. Title to land, q 71. Preservation
and management of cultural heritage, q 233. Return
of skeletal remains to Tasmania, q 610. Lake Condah and Framlingham Forest Bills, q 788. Proposed programs, q 1020.
Acts-Proclamations fixing operative dates, 26.
Address-in-Reply-Debated,48, 174,251,322,479,
628.
Administrative Arrangements Orders-Nos 47 to 51,
303.
Agricultural Society of Australia-Inquiry into illegal
wildlife trading, q 787.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Lloyd
Rural Economics Study, q 17, 57, q 791, 1036,
1333. Office of Rural Affairs, 54, 266, q 868. Mildura abattoirs, 60, 64. Meat inspection services,
195, 220, 224, q 790, q 1021. Market news service
on fruit and vegetable prices, q 285. Rural adjustment scheme. q 357. Avocados, q 457. Staffnumbers, q 508. Inquiries by members of Parliament,
592, 599. Seymour abattoirs, 593,600, q 790. Farm
numbers, q 694. Unpaid accounts, q 791. Chrysanthemum white rust, 859, 860. Research programs, 1009, 1012. Monitoring of milk sales,
q 1020. Strategy for agriculture and rural industries, q 1150. Use of chemicals, q 1242.
Alcohol and Drug Services-Government policy, q 287.
Ambulance Services-Restructure, q 161, 210. Interhospital transfers, q 360.

Animals-Feral goats: in east Gippsland, q 22; in
Grampians National Park, q 691. LD-50 and
Draize tests, 928, 932.
Anniversary Secretariat, lSOth, 719, 1158.
Apprentices-In Gippsland, 269. At Bendigo North
Railway Workshops, qn 1070.

Arnold, Hon. M. J. (Templestowe Province)
Camberwell City Council-Proposed development
at Camberwell Junction, q 1239.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 112.
Corporate Affairs Office-North Melbourne Football Club Ltd, q 165.
Dairy Industry-Milk pricing, q 1074.
Geriatric Services-Assessment teams, q 1156.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
35.
Grocery Prices Bill, 442.
Members-Mr Arnold: naming, 22; breach of standards, 1375.
National Mutual Group-Proposed development at
Camberwell Junction, q 1239.
North Melbourne Football Club Ltd, q 165.
Personal Explanations, 1375.
Planning-Property development in central business district, q 361. Building projects in metropolitan area, q 791. Proposed development at
Camberwell Junction, q 1239.

(2)

INDEX

Arnold, Hon. M. J.-continued
Planning and Environment Bill, 624.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 582, 585, 587,
588,589,590,592.

Baxter, Hon. W. R.-continued
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1349, 1352, 1353,
1354, 1355, 1356, 1357, 1358, 1359, 1360, 1361,
1363, 1365.
Housing-Owner-building program, 273.

Points of Order-Reflection on Chair, 84. Audible
conversation, 1062.

Judicial Salaries Bill, 563.

Road Traffic Authority-Nairn report, q 1239.

Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill, 876.
Law Courts-Echuca courthouse, 351. Orders for
restitution, 1142.

Arts, The-Victorian Arts Centre: resignation of Mr
Chris Hay ton, 779.
Australasian Meat Industry Employees Union (See
"Unions")
Australian Carbon Black Pty Ltd-Noxious emissions
from plant, q 787.
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission-Restructure, 490.
Australian Labor Party-Survey on leadership qualities, 215.
Avocados-Cholesterol levels, q 457.
B

Baxter. Hon. W. R. (North Eastern Province)

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1342.
Members-Dress standards and behaviour, 491.
Municipalities-Road funding, 555.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 669, 766, 775,
909,916,920.
Ombudsman-Reports on Blue Rock dam and I 50th
Anniversary Secretariat, 726.
Planning and Environment Bill, 622, 80 I, 805, 812,
814.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 581.
Points of Order-Relevancy of remarks, 359, 660.
Correctness of material incorporated in Hansard,
520.
Police (Powers ofInvestigation) Bill, 954.

Address-in-Reply, 487.

Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 555.

Anniversary Secretariat, 150th, 726.

Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill, 307.

Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 305.

Standing Orders, 889.

Australian Conciliation and Arbitration Commission-Restructure, 490.

State Transport Authority-Bandiana-Cudgewa
railway line, 780.

Business ofthe House-Standing Orders, 889.
Chattel Securities Bill, 1130.
Community Services Victoria-The late Mrs Helen
Horton, 683.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 854.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofCharter of special train to Echuca, q 1019. Staff,
q 1076.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1111.
Corrections, Office of-Remand centre, q 359.
Crimes Act-Proposed amendments, q 231.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 311.
Criminology Conference, q 865.
Economy, The-State of, 488.
Estimates Committee, 488.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
1089.

Timber Industry-Value-added resources, q 608.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1195.

Beverage Containers-Recycling of steel cans, 274, 278.
Bills-Cognate debate, 756. Scope of second-reading
notes, 859.
Bills-

Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 984~ second reading,
1053, 1114; third reading, 1122.
Animal Preparations Bill-Received from Assembly and first reading, 984; second reading, 988,
1122; third reading, 1124.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 16; second reading, 170, 305; remaining
stages, 306.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill-Received
from Assembly and first reading, 1073; second
reading, 1086, 1200; remaining stages, 1212.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Bills-continued
Building Control (Amendment) Bill-Introduction
and first reading. 613; second reading, 762.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) BiIIReceived from Assembly and first reading, 754;
second reading. 851. 1135; third reading. 1137.
Chattel Securities Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading. 927; second reading, 1113, 1130;
Committee, 1131; third reading, 1132.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths (Amendment) BiIIIntroduction and first reading, 1079; second reading, 1179.
Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 733; second reading,
756.885; remaining stages. 885.
Community Services Bill-Received from Assembly
and first reading. 1073; second reading, 1087, 1125;
third reading. 1127.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill-Introduction and first
reading. 403; second reading. 467.853; third reading.855.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill-Received
from Assembly and first reading, 1128; second
reading, 1180. 1284; Committee, 1291; remaining
stages, 1301.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 612; second reading, 848, 1110; third
reading. 1113. Assembly amendments dealt with,
1368.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 871; second reading, 986.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 459; second reading, 564, 877, 1090;
Committee, 1094; remaining stages, 1097.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 81; second reading, 173, 309.
Crimes (Restitution Orders) Bill-Introduction and
first reading. 43.
De Facto Relationships Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 460; second reading, 571.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 459;
second reading, 568, 1097; Committee, 1105;
remaining stages. 1106.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 928; second reading,
984, 1248; Committee, 1254; remaining stages,
1258.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 460; second reading, 574;
withdrawn, 872.

(3)

Bills-continued
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill (No. 2)Received from Assembly and first reading, 1227;
second reading, 1227, 1262; Committee, 1266;
remaining stages, 1269.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) BilIIntroduction and first reading, 613; second reading, 759, 1089; third reading, 1090.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill-Received
from Assembly and first reading, 350; second
reading, 404, 477; third reading, 478.
Fire Authorities Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading, 1269; second reading, 1283, 1319;
Committee .and remaining stages, 1324.
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 289; second reading, 403.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1229; second reading,
1229,1258; third reading, 1262.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) BilIReceived from Assembly and first reading, 450;
second reading, 472, 1106; third reading, 1109.
Grocery Prices Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading, 403; second reading, 406; Committee, 438; third reading, 448.
Health (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 612; second reading, 757.
Health (Children's Services) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 1245; second reading, 1281.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) BilIReceived from Assembly and first reading, 349;
second reading, 474, 632, 1059; Committee, 1063;
third reading, 1069.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1333; second reading,
1345; Committee, 1352; remaining stages, 1365.
Housing (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly and first reading, 984; second reading, 1052,
1132; third reading, 1134.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 235; second reading, 270, 479, 1081;
Committee, 1084; third reading, 1085.
Industrial'Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill-Received from Assembly and first reading,
935; second reading, 985, 1138; Committee, 1139;
remaining stages, 1140.
Infertility (Medical Procedures) (Amendment) Bi/lIntroduction and first reading, 1304; second reading, 1304.
Judicial Salaries Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading, 453; second reading, 559; third reading,563.
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Bills-continued

Bills-continued

Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 459; second reading, 569,
874; third reading, 876.

Racing (Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly and first reading, 450; second reading, 462;
remaining stages, 464.

Land (Miscellaneous Mallers) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading. 863~ second reading,
885, 1128; third reading, 1129.

Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 80; second reading, 171,
306; Committee, 308, 850; remaining stages, 851.

Local Government Elections Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1324; second reading,
1324; second-reading motion negatived, 1332.

Shop Trading Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading, 605; second reading, 614, 1024, 1040;
Committee, 1047; third reading, 1052.

Lord Mayor's Community Aid Bill-Introduction
and first reading. 871 ~ second reading, 1055.

Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 691; second reading,
754, 995, 1212; cognate debate, 756; Committee,
1218,1269,1306,1369; remaining stages, 1374.

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill-Received from Assembly and
first reading, 1302; second reading, 1302, 1340;
Committee. 1343; remaining stages, 1344.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading. 281 ~ second reading,
317, 645, 733~ Committee. 764, 904~ remaining
stages. 927.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill-Received
from Assembly and first reading, 776; second
reading. 855, 897; Committee, 901~ remaining
stages, 904.
Planning and Environment Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 491; second reading,
491,617; Committee, 626, 794; third reading, 844.
Clerk's amendments dealt with, 1369.
Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 450; second reading,
464, 577~ Committee, 584; third reading, 592.
Police (Powers of Investigation) Bill-Introduction
and first reading, 43; second reading, 139, 941.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill-Received
from Assembly and first reading, 1344; second
reading, 1365; third reading, 1368.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly and first reading, 733;
second reading, 761, 989; second-reading motion
negatived, 992.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) BiI/Received from Assembly and first reading, 1017~
second reading, 1055, 1182; third reading, 1184.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) BiI/Received from Assembly and first reading, 777;
second reading, 847, 889; Committee, 893, 993;
remaining stages, 995. Assembly's message dealt
with, 1278.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1333; second reading,
1344; third reading, 1345.

Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 754; second reading,
852, 1137; third reading, 1138.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) BiI/Received from Assembly and first reading, 357;
second reading, 470, 1184; third reading, 1193.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill-Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1017; second reading,
1057, 1194; third reading 1199.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions. No. 1)
BiI/-Received from Assembly and first reading,
691; second reading, 756, 995, 1212; cognate
debate, 756; remaining stages, 1375.

Birrell, Hon. M. A. (East Yarra Province)
Address-in-Reply, 174.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1097, 1106.
Freedom ofInformation-ReQuests, 176.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
36.
Health Department Victoria-Administration of
public health system, 174. Health management,
294.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 632,
1064, 1065, 1066, 1068, 1069.
Hospitals-Queen Victoria Medical Centre, Q 165.
Yea and District Memorial, 219. Opinion poll on
services, Q 229. Public beds, Q 288. Traralgon,
Q 455. Maribymong Medical Centre, 595. Union
representatives on boards of management, Q 605.
Hospitals Superannuation Board-Alleged theft,
Q 510.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 479, 1085.
Lands-At Point Nepean, Q 867.
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Birrell, Hon. M. A.-continued
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Chamberlain, Hon. B. A. (Western Province)

Mental Health Services-Brierly Hospital, Warrnambool, q 1154.

Aboriginal Affairs-Lake Condah and Framlingham
Forest Bills, q 788.

Ministerial Statements-Health management, 294.

Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofResearch programs, 1009.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 738.
Parks-Proposed national park at Point Nepean,
q 358.
Points of Order-Extensive quotations, 85.

Ambulance Services-Inter-hospital transfers, q 360.
Balmoral Bush Nursing Centre-Supply of drugs,
350.

Shop Trading Bill, 1042.

Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 26.
Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 28.
Classification of business, 28. Domestic violence
and de facto relationships Bills, 289.

South Channel Fort, qn 1071.

Coastal Management-Dutton Way, Portland, 931.

State Library, qn 1376.

Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 853.

Royal Australian Nursing Federation-Dispute at
Traralgon, q 455.

Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1269.
Unions-Royal Australian Nursing Federation,
q 455. Representatives on hospital boards of management, q 605.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Purchase of South
Channel Fort, qn 1071.

Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 81, 86, 149.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 850, 1110.
Corporate Affairs Office-Services, q 232.

Birth Notices-In Geelong Advertiser. q 510.

Corrections, Office of- "G" division, Pentridge
Prison, 222.

Brothels-Warrnambool planning scheme, q 1239.

Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 877, 1094, 1095, 1096.

Bushfires-Fire tower for Mount Ida, 152, 160. Ash
Wednesday Appeal Account, q 504.

Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 309, 317.

Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 26, 38, 1080.
Periodic discharge of Orders of the Day, General
Business, 26. Procedure for raising matters of
privilege, 27. Classification of business, 28, 169.
Domestic violence and de facto relationships
legislation, 289. Tape recording of proceedings,
870. Standing Orders, 888. Hours of sitting, 1140.
Postponement of notices of motion, 1158.·

Crimes (Restitution Orders) Bill, 43.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 9.
De Facto Relationships Bill, 574.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 569.
Education-Teacher housing in rural areas, 961.
Kaniva Consolidated School, 1140.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
1089.

C

Firearms-In pen shape, 684.

Carrum Downs-Industrial waste plant, 157, 159.

Freedom of Information Act-Exemptions, q 1240.

Castle Bacon Pty Ltd, q 1021.

Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
29.

Cemeteries-Eltham, 349, 782. Mortuary Industry and
Cemeteries Administration Committee report,
1248.
Central Highlands Province, 630.
Chairman of Committees, The (Hon. G. A. Sgro)

Rulings and Statements as Deputy PresidentDebate-Extensive quotations, 86.

Chairman of Committees, Temporary, 27, 44.

Grocery Prices Bill, 408, 415, 439, 440, 445, 446,
448.
Health Department Victoria-Directive on supply
of drugs to bush nursing centres, 350.
Hospitals-Balmoral Bush Nursing Centre, 350.
Transfers by ambulances, q 360. Portland and
District, 778.
In Vitro Fertilisation Program-Solicitor-General's
opinion, Q 457.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 562.
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Chamberlain, Hon. B. A.-continued
Law Courts-Delays in Supreme Court hearings, 62.
Good behaviour bonds, 272. Non-payment of
telephone accounts, q 935.
Law Reform Commission-Report on criminal
responsibility, 169.
Ministerial Statements-Criminal responsibility,
169.
Nestle Australia Ltd, Warrnambool, q 17.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 28.
Planning-Redevelopment by Nestle Australia Ltd,
Warrnambool, q 17. City of Warrnambool planning scheme, q 283. Procedures and guidelines for
major projects, 383. Dutton Way, Portland, 931.
Points of Order-Answers to questions without
notice, 69, 231, 506, 1237. Reading of statement
on telephone conversation, 138, 139. Disorderly
conduct, 364. Interjections, 406. Relevancy of
remarks, 747, 789.
Police Department-Unexecuted PERIN warrants,
q 611.
Police (Powers of Investigation) Bill, 43, 139.
Pornography-Child, q 161.
Preschools-Government policy, q 1149.
Questions without Notice-Answers, 76.
Road Construction Authority-Henty Highway, 494.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment,
238,1178.
Rural Water Commission-Charges, 1233.
Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill, 306, 309,
851.
Sessional Orders, 26.

Community Services Victoria-

Children-Protection and guardianship services,
q 20. Proposed reception centre, Elwood, 223, 226.
Mandatory reporting of sexual abuse, q 234, 257.
Infant welfare services in Wimmera region, q 287,
497,501. Sexual assault centre at Royal Children's
Hospital, q 457. Operators of child-care centres,
q 864. Divorce from parents, 929, 933. Ashendene
Boys Home, Olinda, 1143, 1147.
General-Funding for Muscular Dystrophy Association of Victoria (Inc.), 61, 67. School attendance
officers, q 75, 155, 158, q 455, q 870. Home and
community care program: domiciliary services,
q 229; home maintenance service, q 458, q 1155.
Resources for court supervision orders, 594, 602.
New premises of Southern Regional Consultative
Council, 598, 603. The late Mrs Helen Horton,
683, 686. Detention period for offenders served
with warrants, q 695, 778, 783. Redevelopment of
major night shelters, q 869. Emergency welfare
relieffunds, 928, 933. Field workers, q 1077.
Intellectual Disability Services-Day training centres:
transport allowance, 60, 66, 153, 159, q 458, 499,
502, 596, 602, q 1152; Sandhurst, 61, 67; Yalundah, Warrnambool, 272, 278. Rates on residential
units, 221, 226. Resources, 258. Overseas visitors,
q 454. Normalisation, 595, 603. Security risk
patients at Caloola, Sunbury, q 1074. Transfer of
intellectually disabled into community living,
q 1244.
Youth-Care centre for under-age drinkers, q 235,
q 361. Smoking in training centres, q 505. Health
and human relations program for young offenders,
q 940. Employment program for people in care,
q 1023.
Companies Code-Protection for consumers, 594,60 I.

Connard, Hon. G. P. (Higinbotham Province)

Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1216, 1218.

Address-in-Reply, 479.

Victorian Prison Industries Commission-AuditorGeneral's report, 859.

Carrum Downs-Industrial waste plant, 157.

Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 595.

Community Services Victoria-Rates on residential
units for the intellectually disabled, 221. New
premises of Southern Regional Consultative
Council, 598. Children's divorce from parents, 929.

Water-Donald Water Board, 1233.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill,1216.

Chattel Securities Bill, 1130.

Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofCrown land rentals, 63. Proposed inquiry, 121.
Children (See "Community Services Victoria-Children" and "Preschools")
Citizens Advice Bureaux, 63, 68.
Coastal Management-Dutton Way, Portland, 931.

Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 13.
Drugs-National campaign against abuse, qn 604.
Marijuana law reform, 1232.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1103.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Connard, Hon. G. P.-continued
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Report
presented: bush nursing services, 1246.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 480.
Education-Standards, 482. Funding for interschool
sports, 1009.
Employment-In public sector, 481. Unemployment statistics, 482.
Extractive Industries-Strategy plan for Melbourne,
683.
Extractive Industries Advisory Committee-Local
government representation, 683.
Government. The-Broken promises, 483.
Grimwade. Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
41.
Grocery Prices Bill. 414. 433.
Hampton Hotel, 351.
Health Department Victoria-Sale ofland at Kingston Centre and Heatherton Hospital, 499.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 1059.
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Conservation, Forests and Lands-

Conservation-Feral goats in east Gippsland, q 22.
Birth notice in Gee/ong Advertiser, q 510. Inquiry
into illegal wildlife trading, q 611, q 787. New
eucalypt claim in east Gippsland, 680, 687.
Department-Proposed inquiry, 81, 120, 147. Performance, 267. Ranger for Wyperfeld National
Park, 350, 355. Development controls in Warrandyte and Park Orchards areas, 351, 356. Staff, 498,
502, 596, 601, q 1076. Funding for research programs, 781, 783. Accidents involving departmental vehicles, qn 1015. Director-General, q 1017.
Charter of special train to Echuca, q 1019. Aquaculture promotion, q 1153.
Forests-Logging in west Barham catchment, Otway
Ranges, q 164. Fire access tracks, q 166. Residues
in east Gippsland, q 605, q 1154.
Lands-Noxious weeds, q 19. Rentals, 63, 66, q 165,
277,279. Compulsory acquisition on Phillip Island,
343. Replacement of tennis centre parklands,
q 696. At Point Nepean, q 867. Compensation for
wildlife corridor near Ouyen, q 1241.

Historic Monuments-Maintenance, 484.

Corellas, q 938.

Hospitals-Brighton Community, 781. St Andrew's,
1144.

Corporate Affairs Office-North Melbourne Football
Club Ltd, q 165. Services, q 232. Report on Victorian Prison Industries Commission, q 792.

Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 1083. 1085.
Medical Services-Economic and Budget Review
Committee report on bush nursing services, 1246.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board ofWorks-Disposal of intractable waste, 157.
Municipalities-School crossing supervisor for St
Bede's College, Mentone, 273. Road funding, 542.
Parliament-Administration, 486. Tape recording
of proceedings. 871.

Corrections, Office of-

General-Administration of Victorian Prison
Industries Commission, q 23. Remand centre,
q 359. Detention period for offenders served with
warrants, q 695, 783. Accidents involving departmental vehicles, qn 1376.
Pent ridge Prison-"G" division, 222, 225.

Points of Order-Relevancy ofremarks, 1062, 1235.
Public Works Department-New premises of
Southern Regional Consultative Council, 598.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 542.
Road Traffic Authority-Motor accident fatalities in
Higinbotham Province, qn 689.
Southern Employment and Recreational Community Hub Inc., 221.
Sport and Recreation-Funding for interschool
sports, 1009.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 480.

Coxsedge, Hon. Joan (Melbourne West Province)
Community Services Victoria-Transfer of intellectually disabled into community living, q 1244.
Environment Protection Authority-Noxious emissions from Australian Carbon Black Pty Ltd plant,
q 787.
Hospitals-Maribymong Medical Centre, q 232.
Law Courts-Granting of bail, 1141. Court settlement, 1232.

State Transport Authority-Sale ofland, qn 785.

Police Department-Crime statistics, q 507.

Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1306.

Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Administration, q 23.

Taxation-Increased taxes and charges, 481.
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Cra"ford, Hon. G. R. (Jika Jika Province)

de Fegely, Hon. R. S.-continued

Abattoirs-Seymour, q 790.

Shop Trading Bill, 1024, 1048, 1049, 1050.

Grocery Prices Bill, 422.

Timber Industry-Logging in national estate areas,
q 73.

Crimes Act-Proposed amendments, q 231, q 864.

Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk
Pty Ltd: investigation, q 453; interstate milk sales,
679.

Criminology Conference, q 865.

Wildlife-Inquiry into illegal trading, q 787.

D

Dental Services-Report of inquiry, q 231.

DivisionsDairy Industry (See "Primary Industries-Dairy")
DATECH Expo 1987, q 696.

Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1298.

Daylight Saving, 1008. 1011.

Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department
Inquiry, 151.

Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 8.

Crimes {Grand Juries} Bill, 316.

De Facto Relationships, 336.

Education Acts {Amendment} Bill, 1257.

0/-

Grocery Prices Bill, 414, 438, 440, 449.
de Fegely, Hon. R. S. (Ballarat Province)
Address-in-Reply, 185.
Agricultural Society of Australia-Inquiry into illegal wildlife trading, q 787.
Community Services Victoria-Infant welfare services in Wimmera region, 497.
Conservation. Forests and Lands Bill, 1284, 1295,
1297, 1299. 1301.
Conservation. Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 105.

House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1352, 1354, 1359,
1361.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1326, 1332.
National Parks {Amendment} Bill, 752, 753, 766, 769,
771. 772, 776, 926.
Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat. 1163.
Planning and Environment-Procedures and guidelines for major projects, 392.
Planning and Environment Bill. 801,807,812.
Port 0/ Melbourne Authority Bill, 992.

Education-Teacher housing in rural areas, 970.

Public Holidays {Bicentennial Celebrations} Bill,
1280.
Road Safety Committee, 1178.

Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1262.

Shop Trading Bill, 1051.

Economy, The-Strategy, 186.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1128.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Investigation by Victorian
Dairy Industry Authority. q 453. Sale of milk to
supermarkets, q 508. Interstate milk sales, q 612,
679. Sales tax obl igations. q 1019.
Mining-Desecration ofland at Tullaroop, 781.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 645, 765, 775,
904,908,913,925,927.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 899, 903.

Dixon. Hon. J. L. (Boronia Province)
Community Services Victoria-Care centre for
under-age drinkers, q 235. Home maintenance
service, q 458. Health and human relations program for young offenders, q 940.
DATECH Expo 1987, q 696.

Parks-McDonald Park. Ararat, 218.

Dying with Dignity-Social Development Committee report, 1246.

Petitions-Sunday horse racing, 235.

Fauna-Eltham copper butterfly, q 1022.

Primary Industries-Importance to the economy,
186.

Handicapped Persons-DA TECH Expo 1987, q 696.

Racing-Sunday, 235.

Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill. 641,
1064, 1066, 1067.

Sheep Industry-Live export trade, q 1073.

Municipalities-Home maintenance service, q 458.
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Dixon, Hon. J. L.-continued
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 900.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment,
1172.
Social Development Committee-Report presented: options for dying with dignity, 1246.

Drouin Cooperative Butter Factory Co. Ltd-Management,q 695.
Drugs-National campaign against abuse, qn 604.
Marijuana law reform, 1232, 12~5. (See also
"Health Department Victoria-Drugs" and
"Police Department-Crime")
Duck Hunting Season, q 230, q 282.

Dunn, Hon. B. P. (North Western Province)
Abattoirs-Seymour, 593.
Address-in-Reply, 189.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1116.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-L1oyd
Rural Economics Study, q 17,1337. Meat inspection services, 195, 220, q 1021. Rural adjustment
scheme, q 357. Staff numbers, q 508. Dispute at
Seymour abattoirs, 593. Office of Rural Affairs,
q 868.
Animal Preparations Bill, 1123.
Australasian Meat Industry Employees Union, 593.
Business of ~he House-Classification of busine$s,
170.
Castle Bacon Pty Ltd, q 1021.

Dunn, Hon. B. P.-continued
Grocery Prices Bill, 408, 417, 438, 441, 443, 444,
449.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Interstate milk sales, q 935.
Ministerial Statements-L1oyd Rural Economics
Study, 1337.
Points of Order-Reading of statement on telephone conversation, 138. Offensive remark, 215.
Reading from newspaper articles, 216.
Police Department-Disclosure of information by
Government departments, q 72.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1368.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1183.
Preschools-Integration aides, q 232.
Primary Industries-Importance to economy, 192.
L10yd Rural Economics Study, q 17, q 791, 1337.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment,
1165.
Road Traffic Authority-Licence endorsements for
heavy articulated vehicles, q 609. Availability of
log books, 932. Proposed establishment of road
safety committee, 1165.
Rural Affairs Committee-Lloyd Rural Economics
Study, q 17.
Rural Finance Commission-Assistance for farmers, 194, 680.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk
Pty Ltd, q 935. Appointment of member, q 1149.
Victorian Egg Marketing Board-Egg prices, q 453.
Videos-Promoting incest, 197.
Wheat Industry-Prices, q 163.
Youth-Exodus from farming communities, 680.

Corrections, Office of-Detention period for
offenders served with warrants, q 695, 778.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1090, 1096.
Dairy Industry-All-milk levy. q 1073.

Dying with Dignity-Report of Social Development
Committee, 1246.
E

Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 9.
Economy, The-Strategy, 190.
Education-Integration program, 197. Teacher
housing in rural areas, 198, 962. Bus service to
Carisbrook Primary School. 494. Government
school system, 712.

Economic and Budget Review Committee-Members,
1245. Report presented: bush nursing services,
1245.

Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1252, 1256.

Economy, The-Government strategy, 48, 186, 190,
199,480. State of, 330, 337,488,629. Government
regulation, 630.

Fitzroy Legal Service-Publication Where You

Education-

Stand,196.
Grain Industry-Transport costs, 193.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
30.

Finance-For interschool sports, 860, 862, 1009.
General-Attendance officers, q 75, 155, 158, q 455,
q 870. Integration program, 197, qn 451. Standards, 252, 482. School bus services: in Myrtleford
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Education-continued

Evans, Hon. D. M.-continued

area, 352, 354; to Carisbrook Primary School, 494;
overcrowding, 495,679.686. Government school
system, 702.

Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1180, 1288,
1294, 1295, 1296, 1298, 1300, 1301.

Schools. High-Cranbourne, 151.
Schools. Other-Correspondence School, 598, 601.

Dairy Industry-Milk distributors in eastern suburbs, 597.

Kaniva Consolidated School, 1140. 1145.

Schools. Primary-Cavendish, 459. Relocatable
classrooms for Glen Katherine, 597, 601.

Schools. Special-Kalianna, Bendigo, 207. Monnington Special Education Centre, q 1242.

Teachers-Representation on terms and conditions,
58. Housing: review, q 70; in rural areas, 198, 511,
683,954,982. Role of principals, 276, 277.
Egg and Poultry Industry (See ""Primary Industries-

Egg and Poultry")
Electoral-Government promises, 180, 483. Use of
council equipment for electoral purposes, 930.
Nunawading Province by-election, q 936.

Lands-Crown rentals, q 165.

Duck Hunting Season, q 282.
Education-School bus services: in Myrtleford area,
352; overcrowding; 495. Teacher housing in rural
areas, 954.
Environment-Qualifications of Assistant Commissioner for the Environment, q 507, 1234.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1264,
1268, 1269.
Fire Authorities Bill, 132 I, 1324.
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1259.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services.

Ellinbank Dairy Research Institute, 218, 224.

Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 1139.

Emerald Hill Traders Association-Shop rentals, 352,
354.

Irrigation-Licences for the King Valley area, 62.

Employment (See ""Labour, Department of-

Land Conservation Council-Land usage, q 1242.
Municipalities-Road funding, 220, 544.

Employment")
Environment (See "Planning and Environment-

Environment")
Environment Protection Authority-Rezoning of contaminated site at Yarraville, q 281. Noise from
Hampton Hotel, 351, 355. Noxious emissions from
Australian Carbon Black Pty Ltd plant, q 787.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd: Preston operation, q 938.
(See also ""Conservation, Forests and Lands")

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 650, 764, 768,
770,772,773,904,911,913,914,922,924,927.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 897.
Points of Order-Reading of statement on telephone conversation, 138. Misleading statement,
162. Offensive remark, 742. Misrepresentation,
1236.

Estate Agents Board-Guarantee fund claims, qn 689.

Police Department-Extradition of murder suspects, 1143.

Estimates Committee, 488.

Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill, 992.

Ethnic Affairs-Home and community care program
for ethnic communities, q 1155.

Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 891,
895,897,993,1279.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 462.

Evans, Hon. D. M. (North Eastern Province)
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1118.
Animals-Feral goats in east Gippsland, q 22.
Beechworth-Crown land rentals, q 165.
Conservation, Forests and Lands-

Conservation-Feral goats in east Gippsland, q 22.
New eucalypt claim in east Gippsland, 680.

Recycling-Steel can containers, 274.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 220,
544.
Rural Water Commission-Irrigation licences for
King Valley area, 62.
Timber Industry-Forest residues in east Gippsland, q 605. Woodchipping pilot program in east
Gippsland, q 790, 930.

Department-Proposed inquiry, 90, 149. Funding
for research programs, 781.
q 1017.

Director~General,

Forests-Residues in east Gippsland, q 1154.

Export Markets-For primary products, 56.
Extractive Industries-Strategy for Melbourne, 683.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Extractive Industries Advisory Committee-local
government representation, 683.
F
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Grallter, Hon. F. J.-continued
Education-Overcrowding of school buses in
Heathcote and Bendigo areas, 679. Teacher housing in rural areas, 981.

Fauna-long-billed corellas, q 938. Eltham copper
butterfly, q 1022.

Fire Authorities Bill, 1322.

Federation of Victorian School Administrators, 58.
Firearms-In pen shape, 684, 688.

Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
33.

I'ishing Industry (See "Primary Industries-Fishing")

Hospitals-Healesville and District, 1233.

Fitzroy Football Club-Quit campaign sponsorship,
q 509.
Fitzroy Legal Service-Publication Whele You Stand,
196.

Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1258.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 905, 912, 919.
Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 729.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 462.

Flowergrowers Association of Victoria-Chrysanthemum white rust, 859, 860.

Road Construction Authority-Private sign for
tourist venture, 780.

Football-North Melbourne Football Club ltd, q 165.
Fitzroy Football Club: Quit campaign sponsorship, q 509.

Trawool Valley Angora Stud, 780.

Forests (See "Conservation, Forests and landsForests")
Freedom of Information Act-Requests, 176. Case of
Birrell v. Health Department Victoria, q 282.
Exemptions, q 1240.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry (See "Primary Industries-Fruit and Vegetable")

Victorian Tourism Commission-Proposed closure
of Seven Creeks Run, Euroa, 928.

Guest, Hon. J. V. C. (Monash Province)
Address-in-Reply, 251.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1200.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1135.

G

Consumption Tax, 250.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 12.

Gas Works Kitchen Cooperative, 1144, 1145.
hGeelong Advertiser"-Birth notice, q 510.
Geriatric Services-Home and community care program, q 229, q 458, q 1155. Assessment teams,
q 1156. Special accommodation houses, q 1156.
Gippsland and East Gippsland Aboriginal Cooperative
Ltd, q 71.

Education-Teaching of English grammar, 252.
Emerald Hill Traders Association-Shop rentals,
352.
Historic Buildings-Vandalism, 1141. Volunteer
caretakers, 1141.
Hospitals-Prince Henry's, 253.

Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesRestructure, 260.

Housing, Ministry of-Shop rentals in Emerald Hill,
352.

Governor, The, His Excellency the Reverend Dr John
Davis McCaughey-Speech on opening, I. Motion
for adoption of Address-in-Reply: moved, 48;
seconded, 53; debated, 174, 251, 322, 479, 628;
agreed to, 1024.

Land Tax-Ability to pay, 255.

Grain Industry (See "Primary Industries-Grain")

Granter, Hon. F. J. (Central Highlands Province)

liberal Party-Policies on Commonwealth assistance to State and local government, 402.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of WorksIncreased rates, 255.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1343.
Municipalities-St Kilda harbour redevelopment, 61.
Building controls in Mathoura Road, T oorak, 681.

Anniversary Secretariat, I 50th, 729.

Parliament-Press reports, 251.

Bushfires-Ash Wednesday Appeal Account, qn 504.
Fire tower for Mount Ida, 152.

Planning-St Kilda harbour redevelopment, 61. Port
Melbourne Bayside Development, 152. Building
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Guest, Hon. J. V. c.-continued
controls in Mathoura Road, T oorak, 681. Southbank project. 1231.
Points of Order-Reflection on honourable member
for Hawthorn, 24. Offensive remarks, 158, 275.
Relevancy of remarks, 245, 399,410. Reading of
speeches. 394.
Police Depanment-St Kilda: Fitzroy Street annexe,
254, 275. Staff numbers and resources, 254. Services in Monash Province, 496.
Port Melbourne Bayside Development-Swallow
Street properties, 152, 256, 860.
Road Construction Authority-Link road between
West Gate and South Eastern freeways, 255.
Southbank Project, 1231.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 253.
State Transpon Authority-Reduction in public
transport, 254.

Hallam, Hon. R. M.-continued
Education-Teacher housing in rural areas, q 70,511,
972. Attendance officers, q 455. Cavendish Primary School, 459.
Employment-Lack of job opponunities, 327.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 1109.
Grocery Prices Bill, 430.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 1133.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1129.
Liquor Control-Nieuwenhuysen report, 336.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market-Country buyers and transport companies,
596.
Municipalities-Road funding, 219, 513, 559. Domiciliary services, q 229.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 748, 925.
Parks-Grampians National Park, 219.

Supply (1987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1312.

Payroll Tax, 328.

Taxation-Proposed consumption tax, 250. Land
tax, 255.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill, 1137.

Petitions-Cavendish Primary School, 459. Teacher
housing at Merino, 511.

Television-Termination of employment of Channel HSV7 staff. q 1078.

Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 748.

Victorian Ans Centre-Resignation of Mr Chris
Hayton, 779.

Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 219,
513,559.
Shop Trading Bill, 1028, 1047, 1049, 1050, 1051.

H

Hairdressing Industry-Exploitation of women, 154.

Planning-Warmambool planning scheme, q 1239.
Primary Industries-International marketing, 329.

State Finance-Publication Victorian Public Sector
Debt, 335.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1002.
Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill, 1137.

Hallam, Hon. R. M. (Western Province)
Address-in-Reply, 326.
Animals-Feral goats in Grampians National Park,
q 691.

Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill, 1002.

Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1204.

Hampton Hotel, 351, 355.

Brothels-Warmambool planning scheme, q 1239.

Handicapped Persons-Disadvantages of proposed
light rail facilities for Port Melbourne, South Melbourne and St Kilda lines, 325. DA TEeH Expo
1987, q 696. (See also "Community Services Victoria-Intellectual Disability Services")

Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1135.
Community Services Bill, 1126.
Community Services Victoria-Day training centres:
transport allowance, 60, 499. q 1152; Yalundah
centre, Warmambool, 272; smoking, q 505. Infant
welfare service in Wimmera region, q 287.
Attendance officers at schools, q 455. Operators of
child-care centres, q 864.

"Hansard"-Incorporation: of second-reading notes,
142; of material, 518, 520, 521, 708.
Health-

De Facto Relationships, 336.

Department Victoria-Sale of land at Kingston
Centre and Heatherton Hospital, 499,500, q 1077,
q 1079.

Economy, The-State of, 330.

Diseases-Diabetes education program, 682, 686.

Corellas, q 938.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Health-continued
Drugs-Supply to bush nursing centres, 350, 355.
General-Administration of public health system,
174, 203. Isolated patients scheme, 212. Health
management, 289. Consultants' report on hospital
amalgamation proposal, 499, 500. Review of health
legislation, q 608. Lalor District Community
Health Centre, 940.

Henshaw, ~on. D. E. (Gee10ng Province)
Address-in-Reply, 198.
Birth notices-In Geelong Adl'ertiser, q 510.
Economic and Budget Review Committee-Report
presented: bush nursing services, 1245.
Economy, The-Strategy, 199.
Forests-Logging in west Barham catchment, Otway
Ranges, q 164.
Industries Assistance Commission-Tobacco marketing, q 18.
Medical Services-Bush nursing services, 1245.
Police Department-Coldrey committee recommendations, q 864.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1212.
Taxation-Increased State taxes and charges, 200.
Tobacco Industry-Marketing, q 18.
Victoria Police Association-Police powers, q 864.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. 1)
Bill,1212.
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Hogg. Hon. C. J.-continued
cers, q 75, q 455, q 870. Home and community
care program: domiciliary services, q 229; home
maintenance service, q 459, q 1155. Resources for
court supervision orders, 602. New premises of
Southern Regional Consultative Council, 603. The
late Mrs Helen Horton, 686. Redevelopment of
major night shelters, q 869. Emergency welfare
relief funds, 933. Field workers, q 1077.

Intellectual Disability Services-Day training centres:
transport allowance, 66,159,458,501,602, q 1152;
Sandhurst, 67; Yalundah, Warmambool, 278.
Rates on residential units, 226. Overseas visitors,
q 454. Normalisation, 603. Security risk patients
at Caloola, Sunbury, q 1074. Transfer of intellectually disabled into community living, q 1244.
Youth-Care centre for under-age drinkers, q 235,
q 361. Smoking in training centres, q 505. Health
and human relations program for young offenders,
q 940. Employment program for people in care,
q 1023.
DA TECH Expo 1987, q 696.
Fducation-Attendance officers, q 75, q 455, q 870.
Environment Protection Authority-Midland Milk
Ply Ltd Preston operation, q 938.
Ethnic Affairs-Home and community care program for ethnic communities, q 1155.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
37.
Handicapped Persons-DA TECH Expo 1987, q 696.
Health (Children's Services) Bill, 1245, 1281.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1324, 1326.
Meals on Wheels-Nutritional value, q 167.

Historic Buildings-Vandalism. 1141, 1146. Volunteer caretakers, 1141, 1146.

Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Preston operation, q 938.

Historic Monuments-Maintenance, 484.

Municipalities-Home and community care program: meals on wheels, q 167; domiciliary services, q 229; home maintenance service, q 459.

Hogg, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North Province) (Minister for Community Services)

Muscular Dystrophy Association of Victoria (Inc.)Funding, 67.

Citizens Advice Bureaux, 68.
Community Services Bill, 1073, 1087, 1127.
Community Services-

Children-Protection and guardianship services,
q 20. Proposed reception centre, Elwood, 226.
Sexual abuse, q 234, q 457. Infant welfare service
in Wimmera area, q 287, 501. Operators of childcare centres, q 864. Divorce from parents, 933.
Ashendene Boys Home, Olinda, 1147.
General-Funding for Muscular Dystrophy Association of Victoria (Inc.), 67. School attendance offi-

Preschools-Child-care centres: in north-eastern
Victoria, q 162, 225; funding, q 693. Integration
aides, q 233. Government policy, q 1149.
Public Works Department-New premises of
Southern Regional Consultative Council, 603.
Southern Employment and Recreational Hub Inc.,
226.
State Library, qn 1376.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill, 357,
470,1193.
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Horton, The Late Mrs Helen, 683, 686.
Hospitals-Public hospital service contracts, q 74.
Prince Henry's, 156, 253, 324. Queen Victoria
Medical Centre, q 165. Yea and District Memorial, 219, 225. Health insurance, 221,225. Opinion
poll on services, q 229. Maribyrnong Medical
Centre, q 232, 595, 601. Waiting lists, 262, 323.
WilIsmere, 262. Public beds, q 288. Balmoral Bush
Nursing Centre, 350, 355. Transfers by ambulance, q 360. Budgets, q 360. Traralgon, q 455.
Royal Children's, q 457. Consultants' report on
amalgamation proposal, 499, 500. Union representatives on boards of management, q 605. State
enrolled nurses, q 609. Mildura Base, 682, 686.
Portland and District, 778, 782. Brighton Community, 781, 782. St Andrew's, 1144, 1145.
Healesville and District, 1233, 1235.
Hospitals Superannuation Board-Alleged theft, q 510.
House Committee-Appointment of members, 25.
Housing-Public waiting list, 182, 261, 347. Ownerbuilding program, 273. Shop rentals in Emerald
Hill, 352, 354. Assistance for widow, 1008.
Human Rights. 51, 1079.

Hunt, Hon. A. J.-continued
Mornington Peninsula and District Water BoardRezoning in Craigie Road, 498.
National Mutual Group-Proposed development at
Camberwell Junction, q 691, 777, 930, 1010,
q 1017, q 1243.
Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and l50th
Anniversary Secretariat, 732.
Planning and EnvirQnment-

Environment-Rezoning of contaminated site at
Yarraville, q 281. Storage of radioactive waste at
Victoria Dock, q 865.

Ministry-Division of Building Control, q 607.
Planning-Procedures and guidelines for major projects, 363. Mornington Peninsula planning scheme,
498. Proposed development at Camberwell Junction, q 691, 777, 930, 1010, q 1017, q 1243.
Planning and Environment Bill, 494, 617,
795, 796, 797, 798, 799, 800, 802, 803,
80~ 80~ 80~ 809, 81~ 81~ 81~ 81~
81~ 81l 81~ 820, 821, 82~ 82~ 82~
827, 828, 830, 831, 832, 833, 834, 835,
840,841,842,843.

628, 794,
804, 805,
815, 81~
825, 82~
836, 837,

Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 577, 584, 586,
587,588,589,590.

Hunt, Hon. A. J. (South Eastern Province)
Anniversary Secretariat, I 50th, 732.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1208.
Building Control (Amendment) Bill, 764.
Business of the House-Standing Orders, 888.
Camberwell City Council-Proposed development
at Camberwell Junction, q 691, 777, 930, 1010,
q 1017, q 1243.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 11.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 873.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),
1262, 1266, 1268, 1269.
Environment Protection Authority-Rezoning of
contaminated site at Yarraville, q 281.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
32.
Grocery Prices Bill, 413, 421, 447.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1346, 1352, 1353,
1354,1355,1356, 1357, 1358, 1360, 1361, 1362,
1363,1364.
Ministry, The-Role of Minister for Planning and
Environment on major projects, 157.

Points of Order-Question calling for Ministerial
statement, 70, 697. Extensive quotations, 85. Leave
required, 894. Answers to questions not to be
debated, 1077.
Public Bodies Review Committee-Reports presented: Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation
Committee and Tomato Processing Industry
Negotiating Committee, 1306.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 896,
994.
Questions without Notice-Relevancy of answers,
77.
Road Traffic Authority-Nairn report on proposed
development at Camberwell Junction, 1010,
q 1243.
Standing Orders, 888.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 995.
Victoria Project, q 19.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill,995.

Industries Assistance Commission-Tobacco marketing, q 18.
Insurance-Health cover, 221, 225.
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In Vitro Fertilisation Program-Solicitor-General's
opinion, q 359, q 457.
Irrigation-Licences for King Valley area, 62.
Isolated Children's Parents Association, 598,601.
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Kennan, Hon. J. H.-continued
Criminology Conference, q 866.
De Facto Relationships Bill, 460,571,574.
Education-Overcrowding of school buses in
Heathcote and Bendigo areas, 686.

K

Kennan, Hon. J. H. (Thomastown Province) (AttorneyGeneral, and Minister for Planning and
Environment)
Aboriginal Affairs-Cultural and recreational centre,
Bairnsdale, q 2 I. Title to land, q 7 I. Preservation
and management of cultural heritage, q 233. Return
of skeletal remains to Tasmania, q 6 IO. Lake Condah and Framlingham Forest Bills, q 788. Proposed programs, q 1020.
Apprentices-At Bendigo North Railway Workshops, qn 1070.
Australian Carbon Black Pty Ltd-Noxious emissions from plant, q 788.
Beverage Containers-Recycling of steel cans, 274.
Box Hill-Youth problem in central shopping plaza,
277.
Brothels-Warrnambool planning scheme, q 1239.
Building Control (Amendment) Bill, 6 13, 762.
Business of the House-Domestic violence and de
facto relationships legislation, 289.
Camberwell City Council-Proposed development
at Camberwell Junction, q 691, 782, 933, 1013,
q 1017,q 1239,q 1243.
Companies and Securities Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 403, 467,855.
Companies Code-Protection for consumers, 60 I.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 612, 848, 1113,
1369.
Corporate Affairs Office-North Melbourne Football Club Ltd, q 165. Services, q 232. Report on
Victorian Prison Industries Commission, q 792.
Corrections, Office of-

General-Administration of Victorian Prison
Industries Commission, q 23. Remand centre,
q 359. Detention period for offenders served with
warrants, q 695, 783. Accidents involving departmental vehicles, qn 1376.
Pent ridge Prison-hG" division, 225.
Crimes Act-Proposed amendments, q 231, q 865.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 871, 986.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 459,564, 1094, 1095,
1096, 1097.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 81, 173,313,317.

Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 936.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 460, 574,
872.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),
1227,1267, 1268.
Environment Protection Authority-Rezoning of
contaminated site at Yarraville, q 281. Noise from
Hampton Hotel, 355. Noxious emissions from
Australian Carbon Black Pty Ltd plant, q 788.
Estate Agents Board-Guarantee fund claims,
qn 689.
Evidence (Neighbourhood Mediation Centres) Bill,
613,759,1090.
Freedom of Information Act-Case of Birrell v.
Health Department Victoria, q 282. Exemptions,
q 1240.
Hampton Hotel, 355.
Health Department Victoria-Health management,
295.
Historic Buildings-Vandalism, 1146. Volunteer
caretakers, 1146.
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 984, 1052, 1134.
Judicial Salaries Bill, 453,559,563.
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill, 459, 569,
876.
Land Conservation Council-Land usage, q 1242.
Latrobe Country Credit Cooperative Ltd-Administrator, 500, qn 504, q 1239.
Law Courts-Delays in Supreme Court hearings, 65.
Mention system, q 74. Lenient penalties, 277.
Good behaviour bonds, 277. Echuca courthouse,
355. Remuneration of Supreme and County Court
judges and masters, 511. Criminology conference,
q 866. Non-payment oftelephone accounts, q 935.
Court fund, q 936. Granting of bail, 1146. Orders
for restitution, 1146. Court settlement, 1236.
Law Institute of Victoria-Guarantee fund claims,
qn 689.
Law Reform Commission-Report on criminal
responsibility, 167, 169.
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority,
q 284.
Marinas-For Patterson Creek, Mordialloc, 1146.
Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme-District centre projects, q 939.
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Kennan, Hon. J. H.-continued

Metropolitan Transit Authority-Publication Sparks
by Anarcho-Syndicalist Transport Workers Paper,
65. Transport of briquettes, 225.
Ministerial Statements-Contents, 80. Criminal
responsibility. 167. 169. Health management. 295.
Judicial salaries, 51t. National Companies and
Securities Commission, 698.
Mornington Peninsula District Water Board-Planning scheme, 65. Rezoning in Craigie Road, 500.
Municipalities-St Kilda harbour redevelopment, 65.
Street construction and drainage schemes, q 286.
Albert Park reserve, 502.
National Companies and Securities CommissionReport. 698. Recommendations of Senate Constitutional and Legal Affairs Committee. q 1152.
National Mutual Group-Proposed development at
Camberwell Junction, q 691. 782, 933. 1013,
q 1017, q 1239, q 1243.

Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 22, 78. Ministerial statement, 344.
Police Department-

Crime-Statistics, q 507. Coldrey committee
recommendations, q 864. Criminology conference, q 866. LaunQering of drug money, q 1075.

General-Disclosure of information by Government departments, q 72. Unexecuted PERIN warrants, q 611.
Police (Powers oflnvestigation) Bill, 941.
Pornography-Child, q 161.
Prahran City Council-Planning and building controls in Mathoura Road, Toorak, 686.
Questions without Notice-Relevancy of answer, 77.
Recycling-Steel can containers, 278.

Nestle Australia Ltd, Warmambool. q 17.
North Melbourne Football Club Ltd, q 165.
Personal Explanations-Victorian Prison Industries
Commission, 344.
Planning and Environment-

Environment-Industrial waste plant for Carrum
Downs. 159. Cranbourne substation, 277. Rezoning of contaminated site at Yarraville, q 281.
Qualifications of Assistant Commissioner for the
Environment, q 507, 1236. Storage of radioactive
waste at Victoria Dock, q 865.

Ministry-Division of Building Control, q 607.
Planning-Redevelopment by Nestle Australia Ltd,
Warrnambool, q 17. Victoria project, q 19.
Aboriginal cultural and recreational centre,
Bairnsdale, q 21, q 71. St Kilda harbour redevelopment, 65. Mornington Peninsula planning
scheme, 65, 500. Interim development orders for
central city, q 72. City of Warmam booI planning
scheme, q 283, q 1239. Street construction and
drainage schemes, q 286. Property development
in central business district, q 362. Procedures and
guidelines for major projects, 363. Ex gratia payments for works abutting Government land, q 507.
Building controls in Mathoura Road, Toorak, 686.
Proposed development at Camberwell Junction,
q 691, 782, 933, 1013, q 1017, q 1239, q 1243.
Building projects in metropolitan area, q 791.
Melbourne Metropolitan PlanningScheme,q 939.
Planning and Environment Bill, 491,626, 794,
796, 798, 799, 801, 805, 806, 807, 808, 809,
811,813,816,817,818,819,820,821, 822,
824, 825, 826, 827, 831, 832, 833, 835, 836,
840,842,843,844.

Planning Appeals (Amendment) Bill, 450, 464, 584,
585,588,589,592.

795,
810,
823,
838,

Road Construction Authority-Australian Land
Transport Program road funds, qn 1015.
Road Traffic Authority-Nairn report on proposed
development at Camberwell Junction, 1013,
q 1239, q 1243.
Sale of Goods (Vienna Convention) Bill, 80, 171,
308,851.
State Electricity Commission-Cranbourne substation, 277.
State Transport Authority-Sale of land, qn 785.
Apprentices at Bendigo North Railway Workshops, qn 1070.
Timber Industry-Woodchipping pilot program in
east Gippsland, q 790.
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority, q 361.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Administration, q 23. Dismissal of general manager, q 69.
Report of Corporate Affairs Office, q 505, q 792.
Auditor-General's report, 861.
Victoria Police Association-Police powers, q 865.
Victoria Project, q 19.

Kennedy, Hon. C. J. (Waverley Province)
Health-Review of health legislation, q 608.

Kimer, Hon. J. E. (Melbourne West Province) (Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands)
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Kimer, Hon. J. E.-continued
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Agricultural Society of Australia-Inquiry into illegal wildlife trading, q 787.

Liberal Party-Policies on Commonwealth assistance to State and local government, 402.

Animals-Feral goats: in east Gippsland, q 22; in
Grampians National Park, q 692.

Mineral Springs-Daylesford, q 697.

Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 170.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 281, 317, 735,
765, 767, 769, 771, 774, 906, 911, 920, 923.

Bushfires-Fire tower for Mount Ida, 160.
Chattel Securities Bill, 927, 1113, 1131.
Conservation, Forests and Lands-

Consefl'ation-Feral goats in east Gippsland, q 22.
Birth notice in Geelong Ad,'ertiser, q 510. Inquiry
into wildlife trading laws, q 611, q 787. New eucalypt claim in east Gippsland, 687.
Department-Proposed inquiry, 129, 147. Ranger
for Wyperfeld National Park, 355. Development
controls in Warrandyte and Park Orchards areas,
356. Staffing, 502, 601, q 1076. Funding for
research programs, 783. Accidents involving
departmental vehicles, qn 1016. Director-General, q 1018. Charter of special train to Echuca,
q 1019. Aquaculture promotion, q 1153.
Forests-Logging in west Barham catchment, Otway
Ranges, q 164. Fire access tracks, q 166. Residues
in east Gippsland, q 605, q 1154.
Lands-Noxious weeds, q 20. Rentals, 66, q 165,279.
Replacement of tennis centre parklands, q 696. At
Point Nepean, q 867. Compensation for wildlife
corridor near Ouyen, q 1241.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1128, 1180,
1291,1295, 1297, 1300.
Duck Hunting Season, q 230, q 282.
Fauna-Long-billed corellas, q 939. Eltham copper
butterfly, q 1022.
Firearms-In pen shape, 688.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1269, 1283, 1323, 1324.
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 289, 403.
Fishing Industry-Scallop industry, q 456. Abalone
industry, q 505. Golden perch, 687. Orange roughy,
q 938. Theft from Snobs Creek hatchery, qn 1070.
Arnold report, q 124 I .
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Bill, 1229, 1262.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
31.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1333, 1345, 1352,
1354,1355,1356,1358,1359,1361,1363,1364.
Land Conservation Council-Designation of
McDonald Park, Ararat, 227. Report on Mallee
study area, q 1241.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 863, 885, 1129.

Municipalities-Road funding, 227.

National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 776, 855,
901,904.
National Tennis Centre-Replacement of parklands, q 696.
ParksGeneral-McDonald Park, Ararat, 227. Future
planning for Albert Park reserve, 356, 502.

National-Logging, q 73. Grampians, 227. Wyperfeld, 355. Point Nepean, q 358.
Personal Explanations, 1323.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 275, 748. Relevancy of remarks, 399, 660.
Police Department-Services in Monash Province,
502. Motor accident fatalities in Higinbotham
Province, qn 689. Extradition of murder suspects.
1147.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1344,
1365, 1368.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 450, 462.
Road Construction Authority-Funding: for rural
roads, 227; for forest roads, 227.
Road Traffic Authority-Motor accident fatalities in
Higinbotham Province, qn 689.
Snobs Creek Hatchery-Breeding of golden perch,
687. Theft, qn 1070.
South Melbourne Cricket Club, 356.
Sport and Recreation-Funding for interschool
sports, 862.
Timber Industry-Logging in national estate areas,
q 73. Timber Industry Council appointments,
q 288. Carbonisation plant at Mansfield, q 288.
Value-added resources, q 608. Woodchipping pilot
program in east Gippsland, 934. Sawlog licences,
q 1075.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Categories, q 20.
Ragwort, q 358.
Victorian High Schools Sports Association-Subsidies for interschool sports, 862.
Victorian National Parks Association Inc., 502,601.
Wildlife-Inquiry into illegal trading, q 611, q 787.
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Knowles, Hon. R. I. (Ballarat Province)
Address-in-Reply.256.
Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1114.

Labour, Department of-continued

Training-In Gippsland, 269.
Unemployment-Structural, 327. Statistics, 482.

Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Uoyd
Rural Economics Study, 1040.

Lands (See "Conservation, Forests and Lands-

Animal Preparations Bill, 1122.

Land Conservation Council-Designation of McDonald
Park, Ararat, 218, 227. Report on Mallee study
area, q 1241. Land usage, q 1242.

Community Services Bill, 1125.
Community Services-

Lands")

Children-Sexual abuse, q 234, 257.
General-Resources for court supervision orders,
594.

Landeryou, Hon. W. A. (Doutta Galla Province)

Intellectual Disability Services-Transport allowance for day training centres, 153, q 458. Resources,
258. Security risk patients at Caloola, Sunbury,
q 1074.
Dairy Industry-Prices, 353.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 12.
Dying with Dignity-Social Development Committee report, 1247.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesRestructure, 260.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
42.

Address-in-Reply, 214.
Australian Labor Party-Survey on leadership qualities, 215.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
39.
Grocery Prices Bill, 409.
Health Department Victoria-Health management,
301.
In Vitro Fertilisation Program-Solicitor-General's
opinion, q 359.
Ministerial Statements-Health management, 301.

Grocery Prices Bill, 411, 425, 439,440,444,445.

Municipalities-Road funding, 550.

Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Interstate milk sales, q 940,
lOll, q 1022. Files, q 1155.

Points of Order-Extensive quotations, 84, 86.
Offensive remarks, 215. Identification of quoted
document, 365. Reading of speeches, 394. Correctness of material incorporated in Hansard, 520.
Imputation against honourable member, 711.
Leave to be sought to move amendments concurrently, 894.

Ministerial Statements-Uoyd Rural Economics
Study, 1040, 1333.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 751,910,920.
Preschools-In north-eastern Victoria, q 162, 220.
Funding, 259, q 693.
Primary Industries-Uoyd Rural Economics Study,
1040,1333.
Social Development Committee-Report presented: options for dying with dignity, 1247.

Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 896.
Questions without Notice-Relevancy of answers,
79.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 463.

Social Justice-Government strategy, 257.

Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 550.

State Finance-Government expenditure, 257.

Shop Trading Bill, 1045.

United Dairyfarmers of Victoria-Prices of dairy
products, 353.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk
Pty Ltd. q 940, 10 11, q 1022, q 1155.

L

Labour, Department of-

Employment-Public sector, 481.
General-Castlemaine office, 500.

Latrobe Country Credit Cooperative Ltd-Administrator, 495, 500, qn 504, q 1239.
Law Courts-Delays in Supreme Court hearings, 62,
65. Mention system, q 73. Good behaviour bonds,
272, 277. Penalties, 274, 277, 931. Echuca courthouse, 351, 355. Remuneration of Supreme Court
and County Court judges and masters, 511. Criminology conference, q 865. Non-payment oftelephone accounts, q 935. Court fund, q 936. Granting
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Law Courts-continued
of bail, 1141, 1147. Orders for restitution, 1142,
1146. Court settlement, 1232, 1236.
Law Institute of Victoria, qn 689.
Law Reform Commission-Report on criminal
responsibility, 167.
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Lawson, Hon. Robert-continued
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment,
1168.
Sport and Recreation-Subsidies for interschool
sports, 860.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1222.
Victorian High Schools Sports Association-Subsidies for interschool sports, 860.

Lawson, Hon. Robert (Higinbotham Province)
Address-in-Reply, 180.

Victorian National Parks Association, 498,596.
Victorian Primary Principals Association-Union
representation, 1234.

Animals-LD-50 and Draize tests, 928.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 1211.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 116. Ranger for Wyperfeld
National Park, 350. Staff, 498, 596.

Legal and Constitutional Committee-Reports presented: eighth report on disallowance of regulation, 511; human rights, 1079.

Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 15.

Liberal Party-Policies on Commonwealth assistance
to State and local government, 393.

Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1254.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),
1267, 1286.
Environment Protection Authority-Midland Milk
Pty Lld Preston operation, q 938.
Government-Broken promises, 180.

Library Committee-Appointment of members, 25.
Library Services-Funding, 213, 264, 347. New State
Library project, qn 1376.
Liquor Control-Nieuwenhuysen report, 336. Hampton Hotel, 351.
Local Government (See "Municipalities")

Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
40.

Local Government Department-Use of council equipment for electoral purposes, 930, 934.

Grocery Prices Bill, 427.

Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority, q 284.

Health Department Victoria-Sale ofland at Kingston Centre and Heatherton Hospital, 1079.
Housing-Public waiting list, 182.
Marinas-For Patterson Creek. Mordialloc. 1141.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Unclean rail carriages, 156. Extension of public transport system,
182. Moorabbin railway station, 183. Transport of
briquettes. 223.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Preston operation, q 938.
Municipalities-Road funding, 182, 528.
Muscular Dystrophy Association of Victoria (lnc.)Funding, 61.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 744.
Parks-Wyperfeld National Park, 350.
Personal Explanations, 1079.

Long, Hon. R. J. (Gippsland Province)
Aboriginal Aft'airs-Cultural and recreational centre,
Bairnsdale, q 21, q 71.
Anniversary Secretariat, I 50th, 720, 1161, 1164.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 110.
Co-operation (Amendment) Bill, 1111.
Crimes (Grand Juries) Bill, 312.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 14.
Ellinbank Dairy Research Institute, 218.
Gippsland and East Gippsland Aboriginal Cooperative Ltd, q 71.
Grocery Prices Bill, 440.

Planning-Procedures and guidelines for major projects, 389.

Latrobe Country Credit Cooperative Ltd-Administrator, 495, q 1239.

Planning and Environment Bill, 804.
Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill, 989.

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill, 1340, 1344.

Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 182,
528.

Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 720, 1161, 1164.
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Long, Hon. R. J.-continued

McArthur, Hon. L. A.-continued

Planning-Aboriginal cultural and recreational
centre, Bairnsdale, q 21, q 71.

Shop Trading Bill, 1034, 1040.

Points of Order-Correctness of material incorporated in Hansard, 521.

Timber Industry-Timber Industry Council
appointments, q 288. Carbonisation plant at
Mansfield, q 288.

Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Ragwort, 218.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1194.

Taxation-Policy of Queensland Premier, 55.

Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk.
Pty Ltd, q 606, q 1018.

Lyster, Hon. M. A. (Chelsea Province)
McLean, Hon. Jean (Boronia Province)

Address-in-Reply, 48.
Community Services Victoria-Intellectual disability services: overseas visitors, q 454, 595. Employment program for young people in care, q 1023.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 878.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 48.
Human Rights, 51.
Meals on Wheels-Nutritional value. q 166.

Aboriginal Affairs-Return of skeletal remains to
Tasmania, q 610.
Community Services Victoria-Care centre for
under-age drinkers, q 361. Sexual assault centre at
Royal Children's Hospital, q 457. Field workers,
q 1077.
Hospitals-Public hospital service contracts, q 74.
Royal Children's, q 457.

Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme-District centre projects, q 939.
Mental Health Services-At Heatherton Hospital,
q 692.
Municipalities-Meals on wheels, q 166.
Planning-Melbourne Metropolitan Planning
Scheme, q 939.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 48.
M
McArthur, Hon. L. A. (Nunawading Province)
Address-in-Reply, 53.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Office
of Rural Affairs, 54. Lloyd Rural Economics Study,
57. Strategy for agriculture and rural industries,
q 1150. Use of chemicals, q 1242.
Conservation, Forest and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 123.
Dairy Industry-Interstate milk sales, q 606, q 1018.
Export Markets-For primary products, 56.
Grain Industry-Wheat prices, q 161.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Interstate milk sales, q 606,
q 1018.
Ministry, The-Visits to rural areas, 55.
Municipalities-Road funding, 534.
Primary Industries-Special needs, 53. Export markets, 56. In Robinvale district, q 866.
Road Construction Authority, 534.
Salinity-Control,57.

Macey, Hon. Reg (Monash Province)
Address-in-Reply, 322.
Community Services Victoria-Proposed reception
centre, Elwood, 223.
Electoral-Use of council equipment for electoral
purposes, 930.
Gas Works Kitchen Cooperative, 1144.
Handicapped Persons-Disadvantages of proposed
light rail facilities for Port Melbourne, South Melbourne and St Kilda lines, 325.
Hospitals-Prince Henry's, 156, 324. Waiting lists,
323. Consultants' report on amalgamation proposal,499.
Local Government Department-Use of council
equipment for electoral purposes, 930.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1327.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Publication Sparks
by Anarcho-Syndicalist Transport Workers Paper,
64. Proposed light rail facilities for Port Melbourne, South Melbourne and St Kilda, 324, 326,
871.
Ministry, The-Role of Minister for Agriculture and
Rural Affairs on major projects, q 357.
Parks-Future planning for Albert Park reserve, 354.
Petitions-St Kilda and Port Melbourne rail lines,
871.
Port Melbourne 8ayside Development-Swallow
Street properties, 276, 323.
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Macey, Hon. Reg-continued
Prices-Government pegging program, 599.
South Melbourne City Council-Use of photocopier
for electoral purposes, 930.
South Melbourne Cricket Club, 354.
Victoria Grants Commission (Amendment) Bill,
1184.

Mackenzie, Hon. R. A. (Geelong Province) (See
"President, The (Hon. R. A. Mackenzie)")

Marinas-For Patterson Creek, Mordialloc, 1141,
1146.
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Metropolitan Transit Authority-continued
public transport system, 182. Transport of briquettes, 223, 225. School crossing supervisor for
St Bede's College, Mentone, 273.

Rail Services-Unclean carriages, 156. Moorabbin
railway station, 183. Proposed light rail facilities
for Port Melbourne, South Melbourne and St
Kilda, 324, 326, 871.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Investigation by Victorian
Dairy Industry Authority, q 453. Sale of milk: to
supermarkets, q 508; interstate, q 606, q 612, 679,
684, q 863, q 935, q 940, 1011, 1012, q 1018,
q 1020, q 1022. Preston operation, q 938. Sales tax
obligations, q 1019. Files, 1155. (See also "Primary Industries-Dairy")

Mayfair Hams & Bacon Co., Bendigo, 1144, I 145.
Meals on Wheels-Nutritional value, q 166.
Medical Services-

General-In vitro fertilisation program, q 359.
Medical Practitioners-For Mildura Base Hospital,
682,686.
Nursing-State enrolled nurses, q 609. District services, q 793. Economic and Budget Review Committee report on bush nursing services, 1245.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works-Disposal of intractable waste, 157, 159. Increased rates,
255.

Mier, Hon. B. W. (Waverley Province)
Address-in-Reply, 184.
Beechworth-Crown land rentals, 277.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 118. Crown land rentals, 277.
Aquaculture promotion, q 1153.
Economy, The-Government strategy, 184.
Fishing Industry-Breeding of golden perch, 680.
Orange roughy, q 937.
Freedom of Information Act-Case of Birrell v.
Health Department Victoria. q 282.

Melbourne Central Project (Se~ "Victoria Project")

House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1351, 1357.

Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme-District
centre projects, q 939.

Liberal Party-Policies on Commonwealth assistance to State and local government, 393.

Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable MarketCountry buyers and transport companies, 596, 60 I.
Expansion requirements, q 693. Guarantee fund,
q 937.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 740, 774.

Members-Mr Grimwade: resignation, 16; appreciation of services, 28, 38, 628. Mr Arnold: naming,
22, 25; breach of standards, 1375. Mr Van Buren:
leave of absence, 25; return from leave, 1073.
Attire, q 362. Dress standards and behaviour, 491.
Mrs Tehan: election, 605.
Mental Health Services-Hobson Park Hospital, Traralgon, 594, 601. Heatherton Hospital, q 692.
Brierly Hospital, Warrnambool, q 1154.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-

Bus Services-In Maroondah area, 264. In Doncaster-Templestowe, 346.
General-Publication Sparks by Anarcho-Syndicalist Transport Workers Paper, 64,65. Extension of

Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 742. Relevancy of remarks, 747.
Snobs Creek Hatchery-Breeding of golden perch,
680.
Wildlife-Inquiry into illegal trading, q 611.

Miles, Hon. J. G. (Templestowe Province)
Address-in-Reply, 342.
Cemeteries-Eltham, 349, 782. Mortuary Industry
and Cemeteries Administration Committee report,
1248.
Corporate Affairs Office-Report on Victorian Prison
Industries Commission, q 792.
Education-Relocatable classrooms for new Glen
Katherine Primary School, 597.
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Miles, Hon. 1. G.-continued

Municipalities-continued

Housing-Public waiting list, 347.

Camberwell-Proposed development at Camber-

Housing (Amendment) Bill, 1132.

well Junction, q 691, 777, 782, 930, 933, 1010,
1013, q 1017, q 1239, q 1243.

Land-Compulsory acquisition on Phillip Island,
343.
Library Services-Funding, 347.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Bus services in
Doncaster-Templestowe, 346.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Report presented: cemetery legislation, 1248.
Municipalities-Funding for libraries, 347.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia, 348.
Road Construction Authority-Eastern Freeway
extension, 346.
State Finance-Government borrowings, 349.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 137l.
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Dismissal of general manager, q 69. Administration,
344. Report of Corporate Affairs Office, q 505,
q 792.
WorkCare-Manipulation by employees, 345.

Dundas-Henty Highway, 494, 500.
Finance-For roads, 182,207, 219,227,513. For
library services, 213, 214, 264, 347. For school
crossing supervisors, 273. Municipal Assistance
Fund grants, q 787.

General-Home and community care program:
meals on wheels, q 166; domiciliary services, q 229;
home maintenance service, q 458. Street construction and drainage schemes, q 286.

Lillydale-Public lighting tariffs, 223.
Mentone-School crossing supervisor for St Bede's
College, 273.

Portland-Dutton Way, 931.
Prahran-Planning and building controls in Mathoura Road, Toorak, 681, 686.

South Melbourne-Albert Park reserve, 497, 502.
Use of photocopier for electoral purposes, 930.
Southbank project, 1231, 1235.

St Kilda-Harbour redevelopment, 61, 65.
Warrnambool-City planning scheme, q 283.

Mineral Springs-Daylesford, 697.
Mining-Desecration ofland at Tullaroop, 781, 782.
Ministerial Statements-Prior notice and rights of
Ministers, 80, 119. Criminal responsibility, 167.
Health management, 289. Judicial salaries, 51l.
National Companies and Securities Commission,
698. Lloyd Rural Economics Study, 1036, 1333.
Special accommodation houses, 1156.
Ministry, The-Visits to rural areas, 55. Major projects: role of Minister for Planning and Environment, 157, 159; role of Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Affairs, q 357.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee-Assembly resolution dealt with, 146.
Member appointed, 147. Report presented: cemetery legislation, 1248.

Murphy, Hon. B. A. (Gippsland Province)
Address-in-Reply, 265.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department of-Office
of Rural Affairs, 266. Farm numbers, q 694.
Apprentices-In Gippsland, 269.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 101. Performance, 267.
Duck Hunting Season, q 230.
Employment-In Gippsland, 269.
Fishing Industry-State of, q 70. Abalone, q 505.
Arnold report, q 1241.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1326, 1328.

Municipal Assistance Fund-Distribution of grants,
q 787.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 733.

Municipalities-

Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 22.

Beechworth-Crown land rentals, q 165,277,279.
Bendigo-Conflict with honourable member for
Bendigo West, 595, 600.

Box Hill-Youth problem in central shopping plaza,
274,277.

Primary Industries-Improved prices, 266.
State Finance-Publication Victorian Public Sector
Debt, 265.
State Transport Authority-Services, 268.
Timber Industry-Sawlog licences, q 1075.
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Murphy, Hon. B. A.-continued
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Ragwort, q 358.
Muscular Dystrophy Asssociation of Victoria (Inc.),
61, 67.
N

National Companies and Securities CommissionMinisterial statement, 698. Recommendations of
Senate Constitutional and Legal Affairs Committee, q 115t.
National Mutual Group-Proposed development at
Camberwell Junction, q 691, 777, 782, 930, 933,
1010, 1013,q 1017,q 1239,q 1243..
National Parks (See "Parks-Nationar')
National Tennis Centre-Replacement of parklands,
q 696.
Nestle Australia Ltd, Warrnambool, q 17.
North Melbourne Football Club Ltd, q 165.
Nurses (See ""Medical Services-Nursing")

o
Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 719, 1158.
P

Parks-
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Planning and Environment-continued
Downs, 157,159. Cranbourne substation, 271, 277.
Rezoning of contaminated site at Yarraville, q 281.
Qualifications of Assistant Commissioner for the
Environment, q 507, 1234, 1236. Storage of radioactive waste at Victoria Dock, q 865. Dutton Way,
Portland, 931.

Ministry-Division of Building Control, q 607.
Planning-Redevelopment by Nestle Australia Ltd,
Warrnambool, q 17. Victoria project, q 19.
Aboriginal cultural and recreational centre,
Bairnsdale, q 21, q 71. Momington Peninsula
planning scheme, 59, 65, 498, 500. St Kilda harbour redevelopment, 61, 65. Interim development
orders for central city, q 72. Port Melbourne Bayside Development, 152, 256, 276, 277, 323, 860,
861. City ofWarmambool planning scheme, q 283,
q 1239. Street construction and drainage schemes,
q 286. Property development in central business
district, q 361. Procedures and guidelines for major
projects, 363. Ex gratia payments for works abutting Government land, q 507. Building controls in
Mathoura Road, T oorak, 681, 686. Proposed
development at Camberwell Junction, q 691, 777,
782,930,933,1010, 1013,q 1017,q 1239,q 1243.
Building projects in metropolitan area, q 791.
Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Scheme, q 939.
Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia (See "Unions")
Police Department-

General-McDonald Park, Ararat, 218, 227. Future

Crime-Statistics, q 507. Coldrey committee

planning for Albert Park reserve, 354, 356. 497,
502.
National-Logging, q 73. Grampians, 219, 227.
Wyperfeld, 350, 355. Point Nepean, q 358.

recommendations, q 864. Criminology conference, q 865. Laundering of drug money, q 1075.
Extradition of murder suspects, 1143, 1147.

General-Disclosure of information by Govern-

Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 27, 357. Press reports, 251. Administration,
486. Dress standards and behaviour of members,
491. Tape recording of proceedings, 870.

ment departments, q 72. Resources, 254. Services:
in Maroondah area, 263; in Monash Province, 496,
502. Unexecuted PERIN warrants, q 611. Motor
accident fatalities in Higinbotham Province,
qn 689.

Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation FundReport for 1985-86, 46.
Personal Explanations-By Mr Kennan, 344. By Mrs
Varty, 405. By Mr Lawson, 1079. By Mrs Kirner,
1323. By Mr Arnold, 1375.
Petitions-Sunday horse racing, 235. Cavendish Primary School, 459. Teacher housing at Merino, 511.
St Kilda and Port Melbourne rail lines, 871. Lalor
District Community Health Centre, 940.
Pig Industry (See "Primary Industries-Pig")
Planning and Environment-

Environment-Industrial waste plant for Carrum

Staff-Increased numbers, 204, 254, 405.
Stations-St Kilda: Fitzroy Street annexe, 254, 275.
Pollution (See "Environment Protection Authority")
Pornography-Child, q 161.
Port Melbourne Bayside Development-Swallow Street
properties, 152, 256, 276, 277, 323, 860, 861.
Preschools-Child-care centres: in north-eastern Victoria, q 162, 220, 225; funding, 259, q 693. Integration aides, q 232. Kindergartens: Government
policy, q 1149.
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President, The (Hon. R. A. Mackenzie)

Rulings and SlalementsAddress-in-Reply, 48.
Anniversary Secretariat, I 50th, 719.
Bills-Scope of second-reading notes, 859.
Chairmen of Committees, Temporary-Appointment,44.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 15.
Debate-Offensive remarks, 22, 78, 158, 215, 275,
742, 748. Interjections, 55, 57, 88, 329, 353, 979.
Respect for Chair, 72. Behaviour of members, 78.
Reading of statement on telephone conversation,
138,147. Scope, 250, 402. Tedious repetition, 301.
Disorderly behaviour, 303, 364. Personal explanation not point of order, 345, 1236. Reading of
speeches, 394. Defying authority of Chair, 396.
Relevancy of remarks, 414, 449, 661. 747, 1105,
1120, 1366. Motion for adjournment of sitting:
matter raised too lengthy, 779; only one matter to
be raised, 781; debating issue, 1237. Audible conversation, 1062.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
43.
Hansard-Incorporation of second-reading notes,
142. Incorporation of material, 518, 520, 521, 708.
Members-Resignation of Mr Grimwade, 16. Mr
Arnold: naming, 22, 25; breach of standards, 1375.
Attire, 362, 396. Election of Mrs Tehan, 605.
Return of Mr Van Buren from leave of absence,
1073.
Ministerial Statements-Prior notice and rights of
Ministers, 119.

Primary Industries-continued

Egg and Poultry-Egg prices, q 453, 1009, 10 11.
Fishing-State of industry, q 70. Scallop, q 456.
Abalone, q 505. Snobs Creek hatchery: breeding
of golden perch, 680, 687; theft, qn 1070. Orange
roughy, 937. Arnold report, q 1241.

Fruit and Vegetable-In Sunraysia area, 209. Cholesterollevel of avocados, q 457. In Robinvale district, q 866. Guarantee fund, 937.

General-Special needs, 53. Export markets, 56.
Importance to economy, 186, 192. Improved
prices, 266. International marketing, 329. Lloyd
Rural Economics Study, q 17, 57, q 791, 1036,
1333. Public Bodies Review Committee report on
Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation Committee and Tomato Processing Industry Negotiating
Committee, 1306.

Grain-Wheat prices, q 161, q 163. Transport costs,
193.

Pig-Meat inspection services, 220, 224.
Sheep-Live export trade, q 1073.

Timber-Logging in national estate areas, q 73.
Timber Industry Council appointments, q 288.
Carbonisation plant at Mansfield, q 288. Forest
residues in east Gippsland, q 605. Value-added
resources, q 608. Woodchipping pilot program in
east Gippsland, q 790, 930, 934. Sawlog licences,
q 1075.

Tobacco-Marketing,q 18.
Printing Committee-Appointment of members, 25.
Prisons (See "Corrections, Office of")

Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 719.

Privilege-Procedure for raising matters, 27.

Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 357. Tape recording of proceedings, 871.

Public Bodies Review Committee-Reports presented:
Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation Committee and Tomato Processing Industry Negotiating
Committee, 1306.
Public Works Department-New premises of Southern Regional Consultative Council, 598, 603.

Questions on Notice-Answers, 156.
Questions without Notice-Reflection on honourable member for Hawthorn, 24. Answers: not to
be debated, 69, 1077; relevancy of remarks, 79,
119, 789; too lengthy, 506. Not to be hypothetical,
73, 1073.

Privileges Committee, 235.

Pullen, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne Province)
Prices-Government pegging program, q 285, 599.
Primary Industries-

Dairy-Prices of products, 353, 354, q 1074, q 1076.
Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 453, q 508, q 606, q 612,
679,684, q 863, q 935, q 940, lOll, 1012, q 1018,
q 1020, q 1022. Milk distributors in eastern suburbs, 597, 601. All-milk levy, q 1073.

Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofMarket news service on fruit and vegetable prices,
q 285.
Community Services Victoria-Redevelopment of
major night shelters, q 869.
Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 98.
Consumption Tax, 244.
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Pullen, Hon. B. T.-continued
Fitzroy Football Club-Quit campaign sponsorship,
q 509.
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Reid, Hon. N. B.-continued
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
40.

National Parks (Amendment) Bill. 662, 905, 917.

Grocery Prices Bill, 428.

Planning-Interim development orders for central
city, q 72.

Health Department Victoria-Administration of
public health system, 203.

Points of Order-Scope of debatel 250.

Hospitals-State enrolled nurses, q 609.
Labour, Department of-Castlemaine office, 500.
Mayfair Hams & Bacon Co., Bendigo, 1144.

Prices-Government pegging program, q 285.
Smoking-Quit campaign sponsorship of Fitzroy
Football Club, q 509.
Q

Medical Services-State enrolled nurses, q 609.
Midland Milk Ply Lld-Interstate milk sales, q 863,
q 1020.

Questions on Notice-Answers, 156, 1281.

Municipalities-Funding for rural roads, 207.

Questions without Notice-Relevancy of answers, 76,
77, 119. Guidelines, 80.

National Tennis Centre-Replacement of parklands, q 696.

R

Racing-Sunday horse racing, 235.
Railways (See "Metropolitan Transit Authority" and
"State Transport Authority")
Recycling-Steel can containers, 274, 278.

Points of Order-Extensive quotations, 86.
Police Department-Increased staff numbers, 204.
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill, 1365.
Questions on Notice-Answers, 156, 1281.
Road Construction Authority-Funding for rural
roads, 207.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment,

Reid. Hon. N. B. (Bendigo Province)
Address-in-Reply, 202.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofMonitoring of milk sales. q 1020.
Apprentices-At Bendigo North Railway Workshops, qn 1070.
Bendigo City Council-Conflict with honourable
member for Bendigo West. 595.
Community Services Victoria-Sandhurst Training
Centre. 61.
Conservation. Forests and Lands. Department ofProposed inquiry, 125. Accidents involving
departmental vehicles. qn 1015.
Corrections, Office of-Accidents involving departmental vehicles, qn 1376.
Dairy Industry-Midland Milk Ply Ltd, q 863. Milk
pricing, q 1076.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey. 13.
Education-Kalianna Special School. Bendigo, 207.
Role of principals, 276. Teacher housing at Ballendella. 683.
Fire Authorities Bill, 1319. 1324.
Fishing Industry-Theft from Snobs Creek hatchery. qn 1070.
Forests-Fire access tracks. q 166.

1175.

State Transport Authority-Apprentices at Bendigo
North Railway Workshops, qn 1070.
Supply (l987-88, No. 1) Bill, 1369.
Taxation-Increases in State taxes and charges, 203.
Tennis-National Tennis Centre, q 696.
Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission-Role of principals, 276.

Retirement Villages-Rates, 273, 278.
Road Construction Authority-

Freeways-Eastern extension, 346.
General-Private sign for tourist venture, 780.
Highways-Henty, 494,500.
Roads-Funding, 182,207,219,220,227,513. Link
road between West Gate and South Eastern freeways, 255. Australian Land Transport Program,
qn 1015.
Road Safety Committee-Proposed establishment, 238,
1164.

Road Traffic AuthorityGeneral-Registration renewal, 155. Availability of
log books, 932.
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Road Traffic Authority-continued

Road Safety-Proposed establishment of commit-

Sandon, Hon. M. J.-continued
Women-In hairdressing industry, 154.

tee. 238, 1164. Motor accident fatalities in Higinbotham Province, qn 689.

Road Traffic-Nairn report on proposed development at Camberwell Junction. iOlO, 1013, q 1239,
q 1243.

Sessional Orders, 26, 38, 940, 1080.
Seven Creeks Run-Proposed closure, 928.

Road Vehicles-Heavy vehicle licence endorsements, q 609.
Royal Australian Nursing Federation (See "Unions")
Rural Affairs Committee-Lloyd Rural Economics
Study, q 17.
Rural Affairs, Office or-Community programs, 54.
Performance, 266. Staffing and initiatives, q 868.
Rural Finance Commission-Assistance to farmers,
194, 680, 684.
Rural Water Commission-Irrigation licences for King
Valley area, 62. Charges, 1233.

S
Salinity-Control, 57. Funds, 211.

Sandon, Hon. M. J. (Chelsea Province)
Address-in-Reply, 337.
Alcohol and Drug Services-Government policy,
q 287.
Community Services Victoria-Children's protection and guardianship services, q 20.
Companies Code-Protection for consumers, 594.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 11.
Economy, The-State of, 337.
Fishing Industry-Management of scallop industry,
q 456.
Grocery Prices Bill, 413.
Hairdressing Industry-Exploitation of women, 154.
Health Department Victoria-Sale ofland at Kingston Centre and Heatherton Hospital, q 1077.
Housing-Assistance for widow, 1008.

Sgro, Hon. G. A. (Melbourne North Province)
Aboriginal Affairs-Preservation and management
of cultural heritage, q 233. Proposed programs,
q 1020.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
33.
Health Department Victoria-Lalor District Community Health Centre, 940.
Mineral Springs-Daylesford, q 697.
Petitions-Lalor District Community Health Centre,
940.
(See also "Chairman of Committees, The (Hon.
G. A. Sgro)")

Sheep Industry (See "Primary Industries-Sheep")
Smoking-Quit campaign sponsorship of Fitzroy
Football Club, q 509.
Snobs Creek Hatchery-Breeding of golden perch, 680,
687. Theft, qn 1070.
Social Development Committee-Members, 1245.
Report presented: options for dying with dignity,
1246.
Social Justice-Government strategy, 257,337.
Southbank Project, 1231, 1235.
South Channel Fort, qn 1071.
Southern Employment and Recreational Community
Hub Inc., 221, 226.
South Melbourne Cricket Club, 354, 356.
Sport and Recreation-Funding for interschool sports,
860,862, 1009.

Law Courts-Court fund, q 936.

Stacey, The Late Hon. N. F., 8.

Medical Services-District nursing services, q 793.

Standing Orders, 888, 941.

Points of Order-Scope of debate, 402. Relevancy
of remarks, 414.
Retirement Villages-Rates, 273.

Standing Orders Committee-Appointment of members, 26. Report presented: business of the Council,613.

Social Justice-Government strategy, 337.

State Electricity Commission-

State Finance-Publication Victorian Public Sector
Debt, 340.

Charges-For public lighting, 223.
Power Generation-Cranbourne substation, 271, 277.
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State Finance-Government borrowings, 253, 349, 480.
Government expenditure, 257. Publication Victorian Public Sector Debt. 265, 335, 340. Public
debt, 629.
State Transport Authority-

General-Reduction in public transport, 254. Services, 268. School bus services: in Myrtleford area,
352. 354; to Carisbrook Primary School, 494;
overcrowding. 495, 679, 686. Sale ofland, qn 785.
Rail Sen'ices-Bandiana-Cudgewa railway line, 780.
Apprentices at Bendigo North Railway Workshops, qn 1070.

Storey, Hon. Haddon (East Yarra Province)

Storey. Hon. Haddon-continued
National Companies and Securities CommissionRecommendations of Senate Constitutional and
Legal Affairs Committee, q 1151.
Points of Order-Identification of quoted document, 216. Tedious repetition, 301. Relevancy of
remarks, 442.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1182.
Privileges Committee-Establishment, 235.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1344.
Questions without Notice, 23, 77, 80.
Standing Orders Committee-Report presented:
business of the Council, 613.

Superannuation-Report of Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund for 1985-86, 460.

Business of the House-Classification of business,
170. Postponement of notices of motion, 1158.
Community Services Victoria-School attendance
officers, q 75,155. q 870.
Dental Services-Report of inquiry, q 231.
Education-

General-Attendance officers, 155, q 870. Government school system. 702, 708.
Schools. Other-Correspondence School, 598.

T
Taxation-

General-Policy of Queensland Premier, 55.
Increased State taxes and charges, 200, 203, 481,
629. Proposed consumption tax, 244.
Land TaX-Ability to pay, 255.
Payroll Tax-Penalty on employment, 328.
Sales Tax-Midland Milk Pty Ltd, q 1019.

Schools. Special-Monnington Special Education
Centre. q 1242.
Teachers-Representation on terms and conditions,
58. Housing. 982.
Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1248, 1255, 1257.
Federation of Victorian School Administrators, 58.

Tehan, Hon. M. T. (Central Highlands Province)
Address-in-Reply, 628.
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofChrysanthemum white rust, 859.

Grimwade. Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services.
37.

Central Highlands Province-Features, 630.

Grocery Prices Bill. 410. 437, 439. 440. 441. 443,
445.446.449.

Economy, The-State of, 629. Government regulation, 630.

Health Department Victoria-Health management.
302.

Education-Teacher housing in rural areas, 979.

Human Rights-Report of Legal and Constitutional
Committee. 1079.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill. 1138.
Isolated Children's Parents Association, 598.
Jurisdiction of Courts (Cross-vesting) Bill. 874.
Legal and Constitutional Committee-Report presented: eighth report on disallowance of regulation, 511; human rights, 1079.
Ministerial Statements-Health management, 302.

Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 883.

F1owergrowers Association of Victoria-Chrysanthemum white rust, 859.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S., 628.
National Parks (Dandenong Ranges) Bill, 901.
State Finance-Public debt, 629.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1226.
Taxation-Increased State taxes and charges, 629.

Television-Termination of employment of Channel
HSV7 staff, q 1078.
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Tennis-National Tennis Centre, q 696.
Timber Industry (See "Primary Industries-Timber")

Varty, Hon. Rosemary-continued

Tobacco Industry (See "Primary Industries-Tobacco")

Health Department Victoria-Diabetes education
program, 682.

TrawooI Valley Angora Stud, 780.

Hospitals-Waiting lists, 262.
Housing-Public waiting lists, 261.

U

Law Courts-Lenient penalties for offenders, 274.

Unions-Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees Union
of Australia, 348. Royal Australian Nursing Federation: dispute at Traralgon, q 455. Australasian
Meat Industry Employees Union, 593,600, q 790.
Representatives on hospital boards of management, q 605. Victorian Primary Principals Association, 1234. Victoria Police Association: police
powers, q 864.

Library Services-Funding, 264.

United Dairyfarmers of Victoria-Prices of dairy products, 353, 354.

Parliament-Tape recording of proceedings, 870.

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority-Protection of Yarra Valley and Dandenong
Ranges, q 361.

Planning-Street construction and drainage schemes,
q 286. Ex gratia payments for works abutting
Government land, q 507.

Lillydale Shire Council-Public lighting tariffs, 223.
Metropolitan Transit Authority-Bus services in
Maroondah area, 264.
Municipalities-Funding for libraries, 264. Street
construction and drainage schemes, q 286.
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 668.
Personal Explanations, 405.

Planning and Environment Bill, 799.
V

Van Buren, Hon. C. F. (Eumemmerring Province)
Community Services Victoria-Home and community care program for ethnic communities,
q 1155.

Points of Order-Extensive quotations, 85.
Police Department-Services in Maroondah are3,
263. Increased numbers, 405.
Road Traffic Authority-Registration renewal, 155.
Shop Trading Bill, 1044.
State Electricity Commission-Charges for public
lighting, 223.

Varty, Hon. Rosemary (Nunawading Province)
Address-in-Reply, 260.

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Authority, q 361.
Victorian Egg Marketing Board-Egg prices, 1009.

Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofUnpaid accounts, q 791.
Box ,Hill-Youth problem in central shopping plaza,
274.

Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Categories, q 19. Ragwort, 218, 224, q 358.

Citizens Advice Bureaux, 63.

Victoria Police Association (See "Unions")

Community Services Victoria-Transport subsidy
for day training centres, 596. Ashendene Boys
Home, Olinda, 1143.

Victoria Project, q 19.

Conservation, Forests and Lands, Department ofProposed inquiry, 108. Development controls in
Warrandyte and Park Orchards areas, 351.

Victorian Coal Miners' Accidents Relief Board-Report
for 1985-86, 460.

Crimes Act-Penalty for carrying knives, 931.
Crimes (Family Violence) Bill, 1093.
Egg Industry-Prices, 1009.
Electoral-Nunawading Province by-election, q 936.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 477.

Victorian Arts Centre-Resignation of Mr Chris Hayton, 779.

Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk Pty
Ltd: investigation, q 453; interstate milk sales,
q 606, q 612,679,684, q 863, q 935, q 940, 101 I,
1012, q 1018, q 1020, q 1022. Drouin Cooperative
Butter Factory Co. Ltd, q 695. Appointment of
member, q 1149. Production of files, q 1155.

Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 1106.

Victorian Egg Marketing Board-Prices, q 453, 1009,
1011.

Grocery Prices Bill, 436.

Victorian High Schools Sports Association, 860, 862.
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Victorian National Parks Association Inc., 498, 502,
596.601.
Victorian Primary Principals Association (See
"Unions")
Victorian Prison Industries Commission-Administration. q 23. 344. Dismissal of general manager,
q 69. Report of Corporate Affairs Office, q 505.
q 792. Auditor-General's report, 859, 861.
Victorian Teaching Service Conciliation and Arbitration Commission-Role of principals, 276, 277.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Seven Creeks Run,
Euroa. 928. 933. Purchase of South Channel Fort.
qn 1071.
Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding. 595, 600.
Videos-Promoting incest, 197.
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Walker, Hon. E. H.-continued
Castle Bacon Pty Ltd, q 1021.
Chairmen of Committees, Temporary-Relief in
chair, 27.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths (Amendment) Bill,
1180.
Community Services Victoria-School attendance
officers, 158.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1180.
Daylight Saving, lOll.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 8.
Drouin Cooperative Butter Factory Co. Ltd-Management, q 695.
Economic and Budget Review Committee, 1245.
Education-

W

Walker, Hon. E. H. (Melbourne Province) (Minister
for Agriculture and Rural Affairs)

General-Attendance officers, 158. Integration program, qn 451. Government school system, 707.

Schools. Other-Correspondence School, 60 I.
Kaniva Consolidated School, 1145.

Abattoirs-Mildura. 64. Seymour, 600, q 790.
Acts-Proclamations fixing operative dates. 26.

Schools. Primary-Relocatable classrooms for new
Glen Katherine, 601.

Agricultural Acts (Amendment) Bill, 984, 1053. 1122.

Teachers-Housing, q 70, 685.

Agriculture and Rural Affairs. Department of-L1oyd
Rural Economics Study, q 17. Mildura abattoirs,
64. Meat inspection services, 224, q 1021. Market
news service on fruit and vegetable prices, q 285.
Rural adjustment scheme, 358. Avocados, q 457.
Staff numbers, q 508. Inquiries by members of
Parliament, 599. Seymour abattoirs. 600, q 790.
Farm numbers, q 694. Unpaid accounts, q 791.
Chrysanthemum white rust, 860. Office of Rural
Affairs initiatives. q 868. Research programs, 1012.
Monitoringofmilk sales, q 1021. Strategy for agriculture and rural industries. q 1150. Use of chemicals, q 1243.

Education Acts (Amendment) Bill, 928, 984, 1254,
1255,1256.

Animal Preparations Bill, 984, 988, 1124.

Ellinbank Dairy Research Institute, 224.
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 874.
Flowergrowers Association of Victoria-Chrysanthemum white rust, 860.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
28.
House Committee-Appointment of members, 25.
Industries Assistance Commission-Tobacco marketing, q 18.
Isolated Children's Parents Association, 601.

Animals-LD-50 and Draize tests, 932.

Library Committee-Appointment of members, 25.

Anniversary Secretariat, I 50th. 730, 1159.

Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market-Country buyers and transport companies,
601. Expansion requirements, q 693. Guarantee
fund, q 937.

Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 16.
Australasian Meat Industry Employees UnionDispute at Seymour abattoirs, 600, q 790.
Avocados-Cholesterol levels, q 457.

Members-Leave of absence for Mr Van Buren, 25.

Bendigo City Council-Conflict with honourable
member for Bendigo West, 600.

Midland Milk Pty Ltd-Investigation by Victorian
Dairy Industry Authority, q 453. Sale of milk: to
supermarkets, q 508; interstate, q 606, q 612, 684,
q 863, q 935, q 940, 1012, q 1018, q 1021, q 1022.
Sales tax obligations, q 10 19. Files, q 1156.

Business of the House-Sessional Orders, 26. 38,
1080. Periodic discharge of Orders of the Day,
General Business. 26. Procedure for raising matters of privilege, 27. Classification of business, 28,
169. Standing Orders. 888. Hours of sitti ng, 1140.

Ministerial Statements-L1oyd Rural Economics
Study, 1036.
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Walker, Hon. E. H.-continued
Ministry, The-Major projects: role of Minister for
Planning and Environment, 159; role of Minister
for Agriculture and Rural Affairs, q 357.
Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee, 146, 147.
Municipal Assistance Fund-Distribution of grants,
q 787.
Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 730, 1159.
Parliament-Broadcasting and televising of proceedings, 27. Report presented: Parliamentary
Contributory Superannuation Fund, 460.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 21, 158. Extensive quotations, 85. Reading of statement on telephone conversation, 139. Misleading statement,
153. Relevancy of remarks, 245. Disorderly conduct, 364.

Walker, Hon. E. H.-continued
Social Development Committee, 1245.
Southbank Project, 1235.
Standing Orders, 888, 941.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointment of
members, 26.
Superannuation-Report of Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund for 1985-86, 460.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill, 1218.
Television-Termination of employment of Channel HSV7 staff, q 1078.
United Dairyfarmers of Victoria-Prices of dairy
products, 354.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Ragwort, 224.
Victorian Coal Miners' Accidents Relief BoardReport for 1985-86,460.

Prices-Government pegging program, q 285.

Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Midland Milk
Pty Ltd: investigation, q 453; interstate milk sales,
q 606, 684, q 863, q 935, q 940, q 1012, q 1018,
q 1022; production of files, q 1156. Drouin Cooperative Butter Factory Co. Ltd, q 695. Appointment of member, q 1150.

Primary Industries-

Victorian Egg Marketing Board-Prices, q 453, lOll.

Dairy-Prices of products, 354, q 1074, q 1076.
Midland Milk Ply Ltd, q 453, q 508, q 606, q 612,
684, q 863, q 935, q 940, 1012, q 1018, q 1021,
q 1022. Milk distributors in eastern suburbs, 601.
Egg and Poultry-Egg prices, q 453, lOll.
Fishing-State of industry, q 70.
Fruit and Vegetable-In Robinvale district, q 866.
Guarantee fund, q 937.
General-Lloyd Rural Economics Study, q 791,
1036.
Grain-Prices, q 162, q 163.
Pig-Meat inspection services, 224.
Sheep-Live trade exports, q 1073.
Tobacco-Marketing, q 18.
Printing Committee-Appointment of members, 25.
Privilege-Procedure for raising matters, 27.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 893,
894,895,896,994,1278,1280.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1333.
Road Traffic Authority-Licence endorsements for
heavy articulated vehicles, q 610.
Rural Affairs Committee-Lloyd report, q 17.
Rural Finance Commission-Assistance for Mallee
farmers, 684.
Sessional Orders, 26, 38, 940, 1080.

Victorian Young Farmers Inc.-Funding, 600.

Port Melbourne Bayside Development-Swallow
Street properties, 277, 861.
Post-Secondary Education (Amendment) BiH, 1017,
1055,1184.

Youth-Exodus from farming communities, 684.

Ward, Hon. H. R. (South Eastern Province)
Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Department ofInquiries by members of Parliament, 592.
Anniversary Secretariat, 150th, 722, 1161.
Anzac Day (Amendment) Bill, 171, 305.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths (Amendment) Bill,
1180.
Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill, 885.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Bill, 1180.
Deaths-Hon. N. F. Stacey, 10.
Drouin Cooperative Butter Factory Co. Ltd-Management, q 695.
Education-Cranbourne High School, 151. Integration of disabled children into mainstream schools,
qn 451. Teacher housing in rural areas, 976.
Environment-Cranbourne substation, 271.
Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
42.
Insurance-Health cover, 221.
Latrobe Country Credit Cooperative Ltd-Appointment of administrator, qn 504.
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Ward, Hon. H. R.-continued
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White, Hon. D. R.-continued

Lord Mayor's Community Aid Bill, 1057.

Drugs-National campaign, qn 604. Marijuana law
reform, 1235.

Ombudsman-Reports: Blue Rock dam and 150th
Anniversary Secretariat, 722. 1161.

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill. 459, 568, 569, 1106.

Parks-Albert Park reserve. 497.

Education-Monnington Special Education Centre,
q 1242.

Local Government Elections Bill. 1326.

Planning-Mornington Peninsula planning scheme.
59.
Points of Order-Offensive remarks, 21.
Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill. 889.
894.896.993.1278.
Racing (Amendment) Bill. 462.
South Melbourne Council-Albert Park reserve, 497.
State Electricity Commission-Cranbourne substation. 271.
Supply (1987-88, No. I) Bill. 1272.
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority-Drouin Cooperative Butter Factory Co. Ltd. q 695.
Water-Mornington Peninsula and District Water
Board. 59.
WorkCare-Court delays. 680.

Water-Mornington Peninsula and District Water
Board. 59,65.498. 500. Donald Water Board. 1233.
Wheat Industry (See "Primary Industries- Wheat")

White, Hon. D. R. (Doutta Galla Province) (Minister
for Health)
Administrative Arrangements Orders-Nos 47 to 51.
303.
Alcohol and Drug Services-Government policy.
q 287.
Ambulance Services-Restructure. q 161. Interhospital transfers. q 360.
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill. 1073. 1086.
Bushfires-Ash Wednesday Appeal Account. qn 504.
Business Franchise Acts (Amendment) Bill, 754. 851,
1137.
Cemeteries-EItham, 782.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths (Amendment) Bill,
1079.1179.
Coal Mines (Amendment) Bill. 733. 756.
Community Services Victoria-Sexual assault centre
at Royal Children's Hospital. q 457.
Dental Services-Report of inquiry. q 231.

Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 350, 404,
478.
Fitzroy Football Club-Quit campaign sponsorhip,
q 509.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 450,
472,1109.
Geriatric Services-Assessment teams, q 1156.
Special accommodation houses, 1156.
Grocery Prices Bill, 403, 406, 408, 439, 440, 441,
442,443,444,445,446,447,448,449.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 612, 757.
HealthDepartment Victoria-Sale of land at Kingston
Centre and Heatherton Hospital, 500, q 1077.
Diseases-Diabetes education program, 686.
Drugs-Supply to bush nursing centres, 355.
General-Health management, 289. Review of health
legislation, q 608.
Health Services (Conciliation and Review) Bill, 349,
474, 1064, 1065, 1066, 1067, 1068, 1069.
Hospitals-Public hospitals service contracts, q 74.
Queen Victoria Medical Centre, q 165. Yea and
District Memorial, 225. Health insurance, 225.
Opinion poll on services, q 229. Maribyrnong
Medical Centre, q 232, 601. Public beds, q 288.
Balmoral Bush Nursing Centre, 355. Transfers by
ambulance, q 360. Budgets, q 361. Traralgon,
q 455. Royal Children's, q 457. Consultants' report
on amalgamation proposal, 500. Union representatives on boards of management, q 605. State
enrolled nurses, q 609. Mildura Base, 686. Portland and District, 782. Brighton Community, 782.
St Andrew's, 1145. Healesville and District, 1235.
Hospitals Superannuation Board-Alleged theft,
q 510.
House Contracts Guarantee Bill, 1363, 1364.
Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 235, 270, 1084,
1085.
Industrial Relations (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill. 935, 985, 1139, 1140.
Infertility (Medical Procedures) (Amendment) Bill,
1304.
Insurance-Health cover, 225.
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White, Hon. D. R.-conlinued

WorkCare-Manipulation by employees, 210, 345.
Court delays, 680.

In Vitro Fertilisation Program-Solicitor-General's
opinion. q 359. q 457.
Lord Mayor's Community Aid Bill. 871. 1055.
Medical Services-

General-In vitro fertilisation program, q 359.
Medical Practitioners-For Mildura Base Hospital,
686.

Nursing-State enrolled nurses, q 609. District services. q 793.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill. 1302.
Mental Health Services-Hobson Park Hospital,
Traralgon. 601. Heatherton Hospital, q 692. Brierly
Hospital. Warrnambool. q 1154.
Mining-Desecration ofland at Tullaroop. 782.
Ministerial Statements-Prior notice and rights of
Ministers. 80. Health management, 289. Special
accommodation houses. 1156.
Points of Order-Imputation against Minister, 75.
Relevancy of remarks. 411. 789. 1062.

Wright, Hon. K. I. M. (North Western Province)
Abattoirs-Mildura, 60.
Address-in-Reply, 207.
Ambulance Services-Restructure, q 161, 210.
Avocados-Cholesterollevels, q 457.
Community Services Victoria-Emergency welfare
relief funds, 928.
Daylight Saving, 1008.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill, 1101.
Estate Agents Board-Guarantee fund claims,
qn 689.
Extractive Industries (Amendment) Bill, 478.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry-In Sunraysia area,
209. Avocados, q 457. Guarantee fund, q 937.

Port of Melbourne Authority (Amendment) Bill, 733,
761.

Grimwade, Hon. F. S.-Appreciation of services,
34.
Grocery Prices Bill, 444.

Public Holidays (Bicentennial Celebrations) Bill, 777,
847.

Health Department Victoria-Isolated patients
scheme, 212.

Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1344, 1345.

Health Services Bill, 635, 1063, 1064, 1065, 1066,
1067,1069.

Questions without Notice-Relevancy of answers,
77.

Hospitals-Budgets, q 360. Mildura Base, 682.

Shop Trading Bill. 605. 614. 1048. 1052.

Human Tissue (Amendment) Bill, 479, 1081, 1085.
Land Conservation Council-Report on Mallee
study area, q 1241.

Smoking-Quit campaign sponsorship of Fitzroy
Football Club. q 509.

Lands-Compensation for wildlife corridor near
Ouyen, q 1241.

South Channel Fort. qn 1071.

Law Courts-Mention system, q 73.

Supply (1987-88. No. I) Bill. 691, 754. 756.

Law Institute of Victoria-Guarantee fund claims,
qn 689.

Royal Australian Nursing Federation-Dispute at
Traralgon. q 455.

Taxation (Reciprocal Powers) Bill. 754.852. 1138.
Unions-Representatives on hospital boards of
management. q 605.
Victorian Tourism Commission-Purchase of South
Channel Fort. qn 1071.
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1017, 1057, 1199.
Works and Services (Ancillary Provisions, No. I)
Bill. 691. 756.

Wildlife-Inquiry into illegal trading, q 611. q 787.
Women-In hairdressing industry. 154.

Library Services-Funding, 214.
Local Government Elections Bill, 1326, 1329.
Loddon-Campaspe Regional Planning Authority,
q 284.
Medical Services-For Mildura Base Hospital, 682.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market-Expansion requirements, q 693.
Mental Health Services-Hobson Park Hospital,
Traralgon, 594.
Municipalities-Government funding for library
services, 213, 214. Road funding, 537. Municipal
Assistance Fund grants, q 787.
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Wright. Hon. K. I. M.-continued
Police Department-Laundering of drug money.
q 1075.
Public Service (Amendment) Bill, 1344.
Road Construction Authority-Road funding, 537.
Australian Land Transport Program. qn 1015.
Salinity-Funds. 21 1.
Vermin and Noxious Weeds-Categories. q 19.

Wright. Hon. K. I. M.-continued
Victoria Grants Commission Bill, 1189.
WorkCare-Manipulation by employees, 210.

Rulings and Statements as Acting PresidentDebate-Interjections, 389.
Y
Youth-Exodus from farming communities, 680, 684.

