CERTIFICATE IV
CSWE 2013 and EAL Frameworks 2014

Teachers’ Notes

The activities listed in the overview are designed to provide students with the
opportunity to practise skills as mapped to the EAL Frameworks Certificate IV.
They are not intended to be assessment tasks, but with adjustment may be
used as such.
All activities are designed to be accessible for adult EAL learners at ISLPR 2+
and 3.
Teachers should select the activities they consider appropriate for their
students, and adjust them as necessary. Activities are arranged in an order that
will enhance flow from one to the other, but this order is not fixed. One group
may attempt all activities, where another might only undertake those that, for
example, foster discussion or result in an oral presentation or excursion.
If your students are a high-level IV group, you can scan the Certificate IV Further
Studies activities for extra/alternative materials. If they are finding material at
this level too challenging, have a look through the Certificate III materials. There
are no hard and fast rules!
Teachers are welcome to duplicate any pages in this resource for educational
purposes in their classrooms.
Any recordings for these activities can be found at
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education
> Education Zone
> Adult Education
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CERTIFICATE IV

OVERVIEW

Language activity related to Parliament
1. Whole group or smaller groups decide on a relevant
issue, current in Victorian politics, to explore.
2. Students find out about an issue using a range of
resources (and media).
3. Groups develop a viewpoint (or more than one) on
the issue, through discussion based on the information
gathered. Oral presentation opportunity.
4. Students research how to find their Members of
Parliament & take notes.
5. Groups/individuals produce a letter on the issue to their
MP, and invite the member to address them. Differences
between email and letters can be explored.
6. Students listen and ask questions as the MP addresses
them (hopefully!). No worksheets provided.
7. Students read an information text and answer questions
about Parliament House.
8. Students prepare, then visit Parliament House for an
education tour and take notes.
9. Students discuss and evaluate the excursion, producing
a piece of writing reflecting on any aspect of it.
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Task 1 Advanced Speaking
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)

er
ch

E
T
O
N

ea

T

VU21475
Give and respond to a wide range of oral
presentations and instructions
VU21464
Examine current issues

Teachers should make sure they allow enough time for students to
discuss the issues that they are interested in, or to propose new
ones as they go along. The day before this activity, ask students to
watch TV news or read the newspapers, with a view to bringing in a
photo, headline or idea about something that interests them.

Exploring an issue
In small groups discuss these questions, using the language in the speech
bubble.
1. What current issues do you know about from the TV, radio or newspapers?
There are three levels of government in Australia: federal (also called
Commonwealth), state and local.
2. Use the table on the next page to find out which level of government is
responsible for the issue you talked about in Question 1.
3. Are there any State Government issues in the news? Do they affect you? If so,
how?
What do you think?
I agree with...because...
What’s your opinion, Tran?
I don’t think so...
Hang on!
Can I say something?
Too right
Really? What do you mean?
I reckon...
How about...
I think...
Well, if you ask me...
You’re joking!
No way!
I just wanted to finish by saying...
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AUSTRALIA’S
THREE
LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT
Level

Nation

State

Local: Shire, city, rural
city

Law

Commonwealth/
Federal

State

Local/bylaws

Leader

Prime Minister

Premier

Mayor

Health

Funding
Medicare
Drug control

Public hospitals
Nursing services

Meals-on-Wheels
Garbage collection

Education

Funding
Post-secondary

Funding
Primary & Secondary

Childcare

Transport

Highways
Railways
Airports
Air Safety

Railways and buses
Roads

Footpaths
Street signs

Other

Foreign Affairs
Immigration
Pensions
Post
Arts

Police
Fire Brigade
Environment

Libraries
Pets

4. Fill in the table and discuss any issues that interest you. Answer by putting a
tick Pin the appropriate box.
Which level of government would you contact if:

Local

State

Federal

Someone from overseas wants to come and live with you in
Australia
Your rubbish wasn’t collected this week
You would like to ask about your tax return
You want to ask questions about adult education courses
You want your elderly mother to get Meals-On-Wheels
You want your baby to be vaccinated at the local health
centre
You want the police to patrol your neighbourhood more
often
You want to make a claim to Medicare
There are potholes in your street
You want to build an extension to your house
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Task 2

Advanced Speaking, Listening and
			Writing
Supports:

EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)
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VU21476
Read and write complex communications and
transactional texts
VU21479
Research features of Australian government
VU21464
Examine current issues

This activity prepares students for a short oral presentation
(Task 3)

Students find out about an issue, using a
range of resources.
1 In your group, create a list of ways you can find out more about an issue.
You could:
• Ask people’s opinions
• Listen to the radio
• • • -

2. Check if your list is similar to that of other groups. Add any other good ideas.
3. Decide which ways of finding out would be best for your issue. Some ways
might be easier, cheaper or more interesting. You don’t need to use all of
them.
4. Write some general questions that you would like to answer as you find
out more.
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Here are some examples to add to:
•
•
•
•

When did it start?
Who does it affect?
-

5. Now write some specific questions to find out more in detail.
Here are some examples. Add your own, then check with your teacher.
• What are some possible ways to fix this issue?
•
•
•
•

Who exactly is involved?
Who are the experts?
-

6. Fill in the table on the next page.
7. In the ‘Resources’ section, write the name of a person from your group next
to each resource. This person must check their resources and report back to
the group what they find out.
8. When you have completed 1 to 4, show the sheet to your teacher. She or he
will help you plan the dates for 5 & 6 and any other details.
9. Do your homework!! And report back to the group as agreed! Then proceed
to the next activity to prepare your oral presentation.
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Our issue

General questions

Specific questions

Resources:
Where we will find
information
(details – e.g. name
of newspaper, web
address)

Date to share information with just our group
Date to present our information to the whole class *
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Task 3 Advanced Speaking and Listening
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)
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VU21475
Give and respond to a wide range of oral
presentations and instructions

This activity includes a short oral presentation – students
will have prepared information for the presentation by
completing Task 2.

Developing a viewpoint
Group discussion. Organise this discussion any way you like, but make
sure you cover the following points:
• In your group, share what you have found out about your issue.
• Discuss the issue together and see if you have the same opinion.
• Note down the main opinions.

Use the language in the bubble to help you
What do you think?
Have you heard about…?
I really don’t think…
Anyway, as I was saying …
What’s your opinion?
How do you see it?
Well, what should be done? Who should do it?
I’d just like to say…
It seems there’s a range of opinions.
Look, I disagree…
If you ask me…
Could I get a word in?
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Short Oral Presentation
• Use this table to help you plan a short presentation to your class, but do not

read from it.
• Your teacher will give you a time limit.
• Use visual or other aids or other supports to help you if possible.
Name :
Presentation date:
My issue is:
Introduction: “
”
(exact words)
Main points:
Materials

Support

•
•
•
•
•

Opinion:
•
•
•
•
•

Conclusion: “
(exact words)
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Task 4 Advanced Speaking, Listening &
			Computer Work
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)

er
h
c

E
T
O
N

ea

T

VU21475
Give and respond to a wide range of oral
presentations and instructions

This activity involves researching Members of Parliament
and requires computer access.

Finding out what a Member does
Discussion
1. In groups, discuss:

a What does a politician do in your country every working day?
b Where do they work?
c Who do they work with?
d What types of people do they speak with every day? (e.g. local residents…)
e Do you think it’s the same in Victoria?
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Contacting your Members of Parliament
Using online resources
Pairwork: Use a computer to find out about your Members.
Student A
Read the instructions below; make sure Student B cannot see them. Speak as
clearly as you can. Answer Student B’s questions if needed.
Student B
Sit at the computer and listen to the instructions from Student A. If you cannot
understand, ask.
Follow the instructions to get the details about your Members.
Then swap roles to practise.
Instructions
1. a Log on to the computer
2. a Connect to the internet
3. a Enter this web address: www.parliament.vic.gov.au
4. a Go to Find Your Electorate at the top right of the screen
5. a Enter your postcode or suburb or town
6. a Click Search
7. a See your District and Region
8. a Click on District for your Member of the Legislative Assembly
9.a

Click on Region for your Member of the Legislative Council

You will see your District for the Legislative Assembly and your Region for the
Legislative Council, with information about your MPs.
11.a Well done, you have finished!
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Reading for Information – taking notes

When you find the information about your Member of the Legislative
Assembly, fill in the table below:
Name
Email address
Electoral Office address
Phone number
Party
Portfolio/position
Date of birth
Place of birth
Interests

Other

Note down any other information you find interesting.
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Task 5 Advanced Writing
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)

VU21476
Read and write complex communications and
transactional texts

Groups or individuals produce a letter or email
on an issue to their MP
1 Look at Letter 1 below. Discuss with your partner whether you think it’s a

good letter. Why/why not?

		Letter One
From : Joanne Choo
To: Sharmian Lee, local member
Hi sharman
I just want to say it’s not fair, there should be a bike lane near my place so I can ride to
the city where I work. I’ve been working at a big sports store there for three years now
and lots of people like riding. Riding rocks – it’s healthy and it’s cheap. And I’ve just got
a new 21 gear bike, too. Anyway, you guys, should build a bike path, along the railway
from, Bigtown station, that goes right into the city, it can join up at Swanston street. If
you don’t I’m not going to vote for you again. Other areas have got good bike paths, why
not us? My mates at the community centre reckon you should come down and talk to us
about it anyway. What do you reckon? You can give me a bell and we can tee up a time
to bend your ear.
							Good on ya
							Love,
							Jo
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2

Draw a line between the slang vocabulary from Letter 1 and its formal
meaning.
SLANG
slaving away
rocks
reckon
give me a bell
tee up
bend your ear

FORMAL
make an appointment
working hard
telephone me
talk to you
think
Is enjoyable

3 Now look at Letter 2. Discuss how it compares to Letter 1.
		Letter Two
2/21 Hill Street
Bigtown
3666
2/3/07
The Hon Sharmian Lee
MLA for Bigtown
Dear Ms Lee,
Re : Bike path from Bigtown to city centre
I would like to express my concern about the lack of bike paths for the Bigtown area. Unfortunately the trip
from Bigtown into the city is very dangerous for cyclists because of heavy traffic along all the main roads.
In my opinion, your Government and the local council should work together to build a bike path along the
Bigtown railway line, joining the city at Swanston Street.
Cycling is a great way for all Victorians to stay fit and healthy. People riding to work reduce the stress on
the public transport system and do not produce greenhouse gases.
Building this bike path would be a great way to help the people you represent.A group of interested
residents meets at the community centre every Friday. We welcome you to join us and discuss this issue. I
will contact you shortly to organise a suitable date.
		Yours sincerely,

		Joanne Choo
		Joanne Choo
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4 Without looking at Letter 2, fill in the gaps below using these words.
because of			

In my opinion

should		

suitable

Dear				

lack of		

Cycling is		

would

express my concern

riding		

Building		

and

		Letter Three
2/21 Hill Street
Bigtown
3666
2/3/08
The Hon Sharmian Singh
MLA for Bigtown
_________Ms Singh,
Re : Bike path from Bigtown to City centre
I would like to __________________about the _____________ bike paths servicing the Bigtown area.
Unfortunately the trip from Bigtown into the city is very dangerous for cyclists __________________ heavy
traffic along all the main roads. _______________________, your Government and the local council
_____________work together to build a bike path along the Bigtown railway line, joining the city at
Swanston Street.
_________________________a great way for all Victorians to stay fit and healthy. People
________________to work reduce the stress on the public transport system ____________do not produce
greenhouse gases.
_____________________this bike path _______________be a great way to help the people you represent.
A group of interested residents meets at the community centre every Friday. We would be pleased if you
could join us and discuss this issue, at a time __________ to you.
		Yours sincerely,
		 Joanne Choo
		Joanne Choo
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5

Working in pairs or a small group, use the model below to draft your own
letter to your Member about an issue that concerns you. You may want to invite
the Member to speak to your class about it.
Model

		

My/our address

		

Date

		

To

		

Dear…………,

		

Re: _______________________________________

		

I/we would like to express my concern about ….

		
		

In my/our opinion,…
(new paragraph with information to support your argument)

		

I/We would be pleased if ….

				Yours sincerely,
				Signature/s
				Print name

6 Check your grammar and spelling, then ask your teacher to check it before

you redraft.

7 Discuss the difference between a letter and an email in a group.
8 Which of these features belong to email? Which belong to letters?

(Some may belong to both)
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

an address				
casual language			
paragraphs				
Dear…				
attachments				
encl.					
links 					

a hand written signature
correct spelling
Yours sincerely
a friendly tone
a symbol to show the level of importance
a formal tone
… any other ideas…?
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Fill in the table below as you discuss…
Email

Letter

9 Now write the text for a brief email to a friend.
• Explain your opinion about the issue.
• Encourage them to join you at the community centre to

discuss it with others.
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Task 7 Advanced Reading
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)

VU21476
Read and write complex communications and
transactional texts

Reading about the history of Parliament House
Before you read, check the meaning of these words with your teacher or by
using a dictionary:
			
			
			
			
			

civic				
surveyor			
vestibule			
colonnade			
dome			

colony/colonial
chamber
boom
portico
envisaged

Jigsaw reading
1 Divide the class in half. Label one group Student A and the other Student B.
2 Group work: All Student As get together and read through their text carefully,
preparing to answer any questions Student B might have, and...

...all Student Bs get together and read through their text carefully, preparing to
answer any questions Student A might have.

3 Hand out question sheets to students.
4 Pair work: Student As find a partner who is Student B. Each student should

ask their partner questions and fill the answers in their question sheets.

5 Finally, the whole class can read through Text C together.
Parliament of Victoria EAL Program
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Text for Student A
Parliament House in Melbourne has been the seat of the Parliament of Victoria,
Australia, since 1855, except for the years 1901 to 1927, when it was occupied
by the Parliament of Australia. It is the largest 19th century public building in
Australia and one of the finest examples of the civic architecture of the British
Empire period anywhere in the world.
In 1851, Governor Charles La Trobe instructed the colonial surveyor, Robert
Hoddle, to select a site for the colony’s new parliament to meet. Hoddle selected
a site on the eastern hill at the top of Bourke Street, which at that time, when
few buildings were more than two storeys high, commanded a view of the whole
city. A competition was held for a design for the building, but all the entries
were rejected and the government architect, Charles Pasley, came up with a
design of his own.
In December 1855 construction began on the site in Spring Street, and the
building continued in stages between 1856 and 1929.
Student A: Questions to ask Student B

a What are the names of the two chambers?
b When were they completed?
c Where was Bourke Street at that time?
d When was the library completed?
e What caused the boom in the 1880s?
f What was added because of this?
g Tell me about the dome…
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Text for Student B
The chambers for the Victorian Legislative Assembly and the Victorian Legislative
Council were finished in 1856, at which time Bourke Street ran between the two
chambers. The library was completed in 1860, and the Great Hall (now Queen’s
Hall) and the vestibule in 1879. In the 1880s, at the height of the great boom
fuelled by the Victorian Gold Rush, it was decided to add a classical colonnade
and portico facing Spring St, which today gives the building its monumental
character. This was completed in 1892. The north wing was completed in 1893
and refreshment rooms at the back of the building were added in 1929.
Pasley and Kerr’s design included plans for a dome, but these were abandoned
when a sharp depression began in 1891, and the dome was never built.
Student B: Questions to ask Student A

a When did Parliament House become the seat of Parliament in Victoria?
b What happened to the Parliament House building from 1901 to 1927?
c What style is its architecture?
d Who was the colonial surveyor?
e How tall were most of the buildings in those days?
f What kind of competition was held…and what was the result?
h When was the building constructed?

Parliament of Victoria EAL Program
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Text C
Parliament House in Melbourne has been the seat of the Parliament of Victoria,
Australia, since 1855, except for the years 1901 to 1927, when it was occupied
by the Parliament of Australia. It is the largest 19th century public building in
Australia and one of the finest examples of the civic architecture of the British
Empire period anywhere in the world.
In 1851, Governor Charles La Trobe instructed the colonial surveyor, Robert
Hoddle, to select a site for the colony’s new parliament to meet. Hoddle selected
a site on the eastern hill at the top of Bourke Street, which at that time, when
few buildings were more than two storeys high, commanded a view of the whole
city. A competition was held for a design for the building, but all the entries
were rejected and the government architect, Charles Pasley, came up with a
design of his own.
In December 1855 construction began on the site in Spring Street, and the
building continued in stages between 1856 and 1929.
The chambers for the Victorian Legislative Assembly and the Victorian Legislative
Council were finished in 1856, at which time Bourke Street ran between the two
chambers. The library was completed in 1860, and the Great Hall (now Queen’s
Hall) and the vestibule in 1879. In the 1880s, at the height of the great boom
fuelled by the Victorian Gold Rush, it was decided to add a classical colonnade
and portico facing Spring St, which today gives the building its monumental
character. This was completed in 1892. The north wing was completed in 1893
and refreshment rooms at the back of the building were added in 1929.
Pasley and Kerr’s design included plans for a dome, but these were abandoned
when a sharp depression began in 1891, and the dome was never built.
(Adapted from Wikipedia)
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Extension

More information about the building of Parliament House can be found by
taking a Virtual Tour of the building.
			
			
			

www.parliament.vic.gov.au
> Visit Parliament
> Virtual Tour

You can click on a map of Parliament House to see different rooms.
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Task 8

Intermediate Speaking, Listening
			and Writing
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Access)
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VU21474
Analyse and participate in complex conversations
VU21499
Research features of Australian government

Teachers should access a map suitable for their class
before starting this activity. It can be a good opportunity to
practise skills for reading a street directory, depending on
the group.

An excursion to Parliament House
a

Listening – before you go

• Listen/discuss with your teacher to decide the plan for your trip to

Parliament House
• Record the details below
1. Place we are going
2. Date of excursion
3. Meeting point
4. Meeting time
5. Emergency contact number/s

6. What to bring

7. Other
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b

Speaking – before you go

Using the language below, explain to a partner how you will get to Parliament
House. Use a street directory or a map to help you. Answer any questions from
your partner. Practice again with another partner.
			
			
			
			

c

start at				
turn left				
turn right				
go straight ahead at		

look for the
when you see …turn…
walk two blocks
do you understand?

Note-taking

Take notes on the day at Parliament House and try to answer the questions
below. Record anything you think is very important in the general Notes section.
You may prefer to fill in your answers afterwards.
Do not write too much – it is more important to listen and understand on the
day.
1. What do you notice about the outside of Parliament House?
2. What happens at the security check?
3. What is written on the floor tiles of the Vestibule?
4. What is your guide’s name?
5. Which rooms do you visit?
6. Why are the colours red and green important inside Parliament House?
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Notes
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Task 9 Advanced Speaking and
			 Writing
Supports:
VU21476
EAL Framework 2014
and write complex communications and
Certificate IV in EAL (Access) Read
transactional texts

After your visit to Parliament House
Speaking
• In small groups discuss your visit to Parliament House.
• Use these topics to guide you – allow the discussion to flow.

1. Did you enjoy the excursion? Why/Why not?
2. Can people learn by visiting a place? How?
3. Talk about any other excursions you have been on, with class, family or
friends. Why were they interesting?
4. What did you find out about Parliament that you didn’t already know?
5. Was there anything you didn’t understand at the time?
6. Have you ever visited the main government building in your country of
origin? If so, how was it similar/different? If not, would you like to?

Writing
Write a reflection about your excursion to Parliament for your teacher to
read.
• Remember to give the basic information in the first paragraph, such as the

date you went and who you went with.
• Plan what information will go into each paragraph before you start.
• Use a drafting process.
• Provide your plan and draft to your teacher.
Parliament of Victoria EAL Program
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CERTIFICATE IV
FURTHER STUDIES
CSWE 2013 and EAL Frameworks 2014

Teacher Notes
The activities listed in the overview are designed to provide students with the
opportunity to practise skills as mapped to the EAL Frameworks and CSWE curricula.
They are not intended to be assessment tasks, but with adjustment may be used
as such.
All activities are designed to be accessible for adult EAL learners at an entry ISLPR
of 2+. Teachers should select the activities they consider appropriate for their
students, and adjust them as necessary. Activities are designed to be completed
in order if all of them are being undertaken; however, teachers are encouraged to
choose the activities and the order that they find most relevant for their group.
Teachers are welcome to duplicate any pages in this resource for educational
purposes in their classrooms.
Listening:
Tasks 4 and 5 are focussed on a lecture about the Parliament of Victoria that can
be found at
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education
The lecture is divided into parts A (10 minutes) and B (15 minutes) so you can
complete it in two sessions or all together, as suited to the group.
Check through the worksheets provided and listen to the lecture in advance.
When using the lecture to practise note-taking skills, it is useful if you can take
notes yourself on an overhead transparency (at the same time as the students if
you want to save time), then compare your note-taking with theirs. Students may
want to listen several times – there is a gap-fill activity as well.
Parliament of Victoria EAL Program
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Links to useful activities:
A lot of useful material can be found at the Victorian Electoral Centre website
www.vec.vic.gov.au
Once inside the website, follow the links to:
> Schools and Community
> All about voting
Also, for a clear explanation of proportional representation, follow these links:
> Voting
> How does voting work?
> Preferential voting
For some good material (and a lot of background reading, including comprehension
questions) on the issue of compulsory voting, including arguments in favour of and
against, follow these links:
> Schools and Community
> Your Opinion Counts
> Passport to Democracy
> Decide, Research, Activate, Vote
For the discussion “Why Vote?” (clear worksheet provided – more useful for younger
groups, but relevant for all – worth adjusting), follow this link:
> Schools and Community - Why Vote?
Reading :
The book Inside the Parliament of Victoria has been produced as a general reading
resource for teachers and advanced students who want to know more about the
history, traditions and functions of the Parliament of Victoria. All adult education
centres in Victoria have been sent a copy, but if you need a copy please email
educationinfo@parliament.vic.gov.au
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CERTIFICATE IV FURTHER STUDIES

OVERVIEW

EAL
Framework
2014

CSWE 2013
CSWE IV
(Further
Studies)

Certificate IV
in EAL
(Further Study)

Entry ISLPR
2+
Supported
Learning
outcomes

Entry ISLPR 2+
Supported
courses

Page

1. Using resources selected by the teacher,
students understand debate about issues current
in Victoria.
2. Students talk about political systems in their
countries.
3. Students gain a basic understanding of the
Victorian parliamentary system, taking notes from
the DVD Inside Parliament. They also discuss
public issues that are of concern to them.
4. Students listen to a structured, academicstyle lecture about the Victorian Parliament by an
Australian native speaker. They answer questions
and take notes.
5. Students complete a gapfill for the lecture in
Task 4, focussed on “lecture language”.
6. Students present information on how to find,
and how to contact, their Member and plan a visit
by an MP.

VU21509
VU21510
VU21464*

115

VU21508

118

VU21510
VU21479*

123

VU21510
VU21479*

125

VU21510

129

VU21509

139

D1, E2, E3

7. Students brainstorm and plan a research project
related to Parliament. Project may be presented as
an oral presentation (F1,F2).

VU21508
VU21510
VU21313
VU21514

143

E3

8. Following discussion, students write a reflective
text as a follow up to the excursion to Parliament
House.

VU21512

146

G1, I1
I1, I2
G1, G2

G1, G2, D3
G1
D1

Language activity related to Parliament

Additional activities for this level:
• Look at some of the discussion activities prepared for Certificate III Further Studies – they will also work well
at this level.
• Note the advanced reading and speaking task: see Certificate IV Further Studies task on page 148.
* Relevant to 21937 Vic Certificate IV in EAL (Employment/Professional) electives.
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Task 1 Advanced Listening
Supports:
VU21510
Take notes from complex aural texts for further
study
VU21509
Analyse and participate in complex spoken
discourse for further study
VU21464*
Investigate current issues
G1
Demonstrate understanding of a lecture/
presentation
I1
Participate in a tutorial/group discussion

EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)

CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

* Relevant to 21937 Vic Certificate IV in EAL (Employment/Professional) electives.

In this activity you will listen to information about a recent issue. Your teacher
will select suitable listening material for you.

Useful links and resources:
Download podcasts to listen to at
www.abc.net.au

or for more local issues
				

www.abc.net.au/melbourne

Lots of interesting issues to explore using Behind The News at
				

www.abc.net.au/news/btn

or try SBS at
		

www.sbs.com.au

If available, you could use AMES Easynews for students

Parliament of Victoria EAL Program

115

CERTIFICATE IV FURTHER STUDIES
Before you listen:
1. In groups, list some of the issues that have been in the media recently.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Listening
2. Listen to the material selected by your teacher, then discuss the following
questions with your partner, or in a small group.

a

Is the language used informal or formal? Note down some reasons for your
choice, e.g. specific expressions or words used by the speakers.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

b Is the information logically organised? Why/Why not?

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
3. After speaking in a small group, listen again and fill in the table in point form.

1.

Main ideas discussed

Supporting details

2
3
...
You may need to listen again to fill in any missing information.
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Discussion
Do you share the views of any of the speakers? Add extra points to support your
view if possible. Use the language in the speech bubble to present your ideas.
Try to extend your conversation - keep it going!

What do you think?
			
What’s your opinion, Tran?
I agree with...because...
						In my opinion...
I can’t agree with...because...			
Can you clarify that?
			
If you ask me			
I believe that...
				
Sorry, do you mean...?
Actually, what I meant was...
		
Do you have a view on that?		
In my view...
				
You’re absolutely right!
I’m afraid I disagree.
				I think...
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Task 2 Advanced Speaking
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)
CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

VU21508
Give complex presentations for further study
I2
Negotiate in a tutorial/group discussion
G3
Participate in a tutorial/group discussion

Part A: Talking About Your Country

Here are some words to describe types of government in general. Discuss what
they mean.
Insert the word in the first column of the table and mark the stress to show how
to pronounce it.
Add any other vocabulary and pronunciation as it comes up in discussion.
Communism
Dictatorship
Monarchy
Democracy
Constitutional Monarchy
Republic
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Type of government
Communism

Words to describe this system

Extra Vocabulary
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Part B: Comparing Types of Government
Now, spend some time making notes about the type of government in the
country you came from.

Who is the leader?
_____________________________________________________________________
How many parties are there?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Does everyone vote?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Can you communicate with the politicians?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Do you get into trouble if you criticise (say bad things about) the government?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Is the army more or less powerful than the government?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
So…is the government in your country similar to or different from the government
in Australia? In what ways?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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Use the questions in the box below to help you.
When you are ready, explain your country’s type of government to your group.
• Speak for about three minutes.
• Answer any questions, if possible!

Groupwork alternative
r
he
c
a

E
T
O
N

Te

If the students in your class come from a wide range of
backgrounds you can try this group activity:

• Have students form a group of about four.
• Have each student use the table below to present information about a

government they know about.
• Take the discussion wherever it goes!
r
he
c
a

Te

OTE

N

This is a discussion stimulus – not a note-taking activity.

Guidelines:
• Each person in the group has a right to equal speaking time and a duty to

offer their knowledge and opinion
• The group should discuss for at least 15 minutes
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Title of Head of State

Type of government

Number of levels of government

Number of political parties

Who votes?

Is voting free and safe?

Is speech free and safe?

Are bribery and corruption
common?

Note: record any new vocabulary in the table in Part A as it comes up in discussion
(e.g. “bribery”).
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Task 3 Advanced Listening
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)

CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

VU21510
Take notes from complex aural texts for further
study
VU21479*
Australian government
C1
Demonstrate understanding of a lecture
orpresentation
G2
Use note-taking strategies

* Relevant to 21937 Vic Certificate IV in EAL (Employment/Professional) electives.

The Federal Government governs the whole of Australia, while the Victorian
government governs the State of Victoria. The table below shows the basic
responsibilities at each level of government.
A more detailed explanation of the three levels of government is provided in the
book Inside the Parliament of Victoria.
1 If you did Task 1 with your group, you gave opinions about a current issue.
Are there other issues current in the news that interest you?
Write them on the board.
2 Use the table on the next page to find out which level of government is
responsible for these issues and the ones you talked about in Task 1.
3 In small groups, discuss the issues that are on the board. Try to keep the
discussion going using the expressions over the page:
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I didn’t know that!
Can you tell me more?

Kim, you must have
a view...what do you
think?
Really! Tell us the
details...

What’s your
opinion?

Well, what should be
done?
Who should do it?

AUSTRALIA’S
THREE
LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT
Level

Nation

State

Local: Town, Borough,
Shire, City

Law

Commonwealth/
Federal

State

Local/bylaws

Leader

Prime Minister

Premier

Mayor

Health

Funding
Medicare
Drug Control

Public Hospitals
Nursing Services

Meals-on-Wheels
Garbage Collection

Education

Funding
Post-Secondary

Funding
Primary & Secondary

Childcare

Transport

Highways
Railways
Airports
Air Safety

Railways and Buses
Roads

Footpaths
Street Signs

Other

Foreign Affairs
Immigration
Pensions
Post
Arts

Police
Fire Brigade
Environment

Libraries
Pets
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Task 4 Listening to a lecture
Supports:
VU21510
Take notes from complex aural texts for further
EAL Framework 2014
study
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)
VU21479
Research features of Australian government
G1
Demonstrate understanding of a lecture/
CSWE IV 2013
presentation
(Further Studies)
G2, D3
Use note-taking strategies

r
he
c
a

Te

E
T
O
N

It is preferable to complete this activity before Task 5,
which is a cloze exercise. This lecture can be downloaded
from www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Before you listen

1 In pairs or small groups jot down (jot down means ‘write quickly’) any words
you would expect to hear in a lecture about the Victorian parliamentary system.
2 Discuss these words with another pair or group.
3 Select five of the longer words. Decide on a short form that you could use
when taking notes. Some have been done for you.
Word

Short form

Parliament

Parlt

Translation into your native
language

Government
before

B4

caused

a
&
~
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democracy
Lvl of Govt.
Governor
Legislative Council
Legislative Assembly
Constitution

4 Discuss your short forms with your teacher – she/he may suggest other ways
to abbreviate the words.
You will hear a lecture about the Victorian Parliament, divided into two
sections. Each section contains three topics.
Note-taking strategies:
• Only include the main ideas or important points, it’s impossible to record
all the details.
• Use abbreviations, including the ones from the activity above.
• Remember to allow space in case you need to add points later.
• Use numbers, letters, symbols or colours, to add structure to the notes -

this can be done after listening, as you review the notes.
5 Now listen to the lecture, taking notes on a separate piece of paper. It will
take about 20 minutes for both sections.
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After listening 1
1. Compare your notes with your partner or group – did you catch the same
information?
2. Which set of notes looks the clearest? Why?
3. Listen again and add details that you missed, if necessary.

After listening 2
4. Now, using your notes, try to answer the questions below verbally in pairs
or small groups.
Add details to your notes where necessary.
a What is representative democracy?
b What are Parliament’s main functions?
c What does “responsible government” mean?
d What does “separation of powers” mean?
e What are the three levels of government in Australia?
f What kinds of powers does each level have?
g What is a constitution?
h What are the three components set out in the Victorian Constitution?
i What is “Royal Assent”?
j Is the Governor very active in government?
k How many electoral districts are in the Legislative Assembly?
l How many MPs are elected from each?
m How long can an elected Victorian Government stay in power?
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n How many electoral regions are for the Legislative Council?
o How many Members are elected per region?
p Why is the Legislative Council called a “house of review”?
q In 2003 the Constitution was amended so that some changes now have to be
decided by_________________.
r What are the two types of law?
s Where are these laws made?
t What are the five key steps to making statute law in Victoria?
nt

e
ud

St
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To complete a cloze listening task of the lecture – try Task 5!
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Task 5 Lecture Gapfill
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)
CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

r
he
c
a

Te

E
T
O
N

VU21510
Take notes from complex aural texts for further
study
G1
Demonstrate understanding of a lecture or
presentation

It is preferable to complete this activity after Task 4 , which
includes note-taking and comprehension questions. The
lecture can be downloaded from www.parliament.vic.gov.au.

1. After completing the note-taking exercise (Task 4), listen to the lecture again
and fill in the gaps. Some of the gaps represent phrases that are commonly used
in lectures.

LECTURE
Part A
Hello everyone. Today’s lecture is about the Parliament of Victoria. The lecture
will be divided into two parts, and I’ll _________________________________
__ six topics. After the introduction, I’ll mention Parliament’s main functions,
then I’ll discuss what we mean by “responsible government” and “separation of
powers”. After that, _________________________________________________
_______ of the three levels of government in Australia. In Part B I’ll look at the
constitution in some detail and finally I’ll present the steps involved in making
a law in Victoria.

______________________________________________________ now, I’d like
to mention the term “representative democracy”. So, what is a “representative
democracy”? Well, in a direct democracy, such as in a workplace, we might be
able to vote directly on measures which affect us, but modern populations are so
Parliament of Victoria EAL Program
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large and societies so complex that we need representatives to act on our behalf.
Parliament is the place where our elected representatives, the Members of
Parliament (I’ll use the abbreviation “MPs”), speak for the people they represent
by proposing, debating and passing laws (which we call legislation) affecting all
Victorians.
____________________________________________________________
the
word “Parliament” is derived from the French parler, which means “to speak”.
Right, now to Parliament’s main functions:
The Victorian Parliament, to which our MPs are elected, has several functions:
• to represent the people of Victoria and raise their concerns publicly;
• to form a Government;
• to make laws _____________________ State to function efficiently and fairly;
• to scrutinise the working of the Ministers; and
• to authorise and approve a Budget.
OK, they are the main functions.
Now I’d like to discuss what we mean by two terms: first, ‘responsible government’
and ‘separation of powers’. ________________? ‘Responsible government’ and,
secondly, ‘separation of powers’.
Victoria has a Westminster style of government, which has been modelled on
the British Parliament, located at Westminster in London. Because of our early
history as a British colony, all the Parliaments in Australia are Westminster
style, a characteristic of which is responsible government.
_________________________________________________, there are two
Houses in the Parliament, the Legislative Assembly, or Lower House, with 88
Members, and the Legislative Council, or Upper House, with 40 Members.
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All Government Ministers are Members of Parliament, and can come from either
House, with the exception of the Premier, who must come from the Legislative
Assembly. Any MP may question or criticise the Government and demand that
they explain their actions and decisions. Because of this feature, _____________
_________________________ the Ministers are responsible and answerable for
their actions to the Parliament. And then, through the Members of Parliament,
they are answerable to us, the people who vote.
Now to the ‘separation of powers’. The term separation of powers
_______________ _________________________________in a democracy the
three main branches of government are separate – they cannot all be controlled
by the elected Government of the day or by any one party or interest group.
These three branches are:
1
the Legislature, the Parliament, consisting of MPs, which makes the
laws (in other words, legislation);
2
the Executive, the Government Ministers (who are also MPs) and public
servants who carry out (execute) the legislation;
3
and the Judiciary, judges in Courts, who interpret the legislation and
sometimes rule on whether it is constitutional.
____________________________________ it is their separation and
independence that allows them to act as checks and balances on each other.
Now I’d like to review the three levels of government in Australia, which we
looked at last week. As you know, there are three tiers, or levels, of government
in Australia – Commonwealth (Federal), State or Territory, and local. I will ___
______________________________________ these in order.
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Commonwealth Level
The Commonwealth or Federal Parliament is responsible for matters that
affect the nation as a whole. It has been given a number of specific areas of
responsibility or powers, areas in which it can make laws. A few of those powers
are exclusive – that is, only the Commonwealth can make laws in that area.
Section 51 of the Australian Constitution gives the Commonwealth exclusive
powers in defence, foreign policy, currency, airports and communications. Many
of the Commonwealth’s powers (such as health and education) are concurrent,
that is, the power to make laws in certain matters is shared with the States
and Territories. _____________________________________ concurrent and
Commonwealth and State or Territory laws are inconsistent, the Commonwealth
law prevails.
___________________, all other areas of law-making belong to the State or
Territory alone. However, _____________________, the Commonwealth can
make financial grants to a State or Territory and specify how the money is to be
spent, for example, in education, health and transport. In these situations the State
has to implement programs according to Commonwealth standards. However,
a State or Territory can choose to hand over a power to the Commonwealth if
it decides to.
___________________________ the State Level. The State Parliament makes
laws that affect most areas of our lives, such as health, agriculture, conservation,
road safety, car registration, transport, fire brigade, ambulance, water, gas,
electricity and law and order. In each of these areas, the States make their own
laws.
Finally, local level.
At the third level, Victorian local government (that is the city and shire councils)
is usually responsible for garbage collection, parks and gardens, libraries,
swimming pools, art galleries and sporting facilities. Local governments’ power
to do this, however, has been granted by an Act of the Victorian Parliament. If
the Parliament chooses, it can expand or restrict the powers of local government
and take over its administration for a time.
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Right, _________________________________ the three tiers of government;
moving on, I’ll outline some information about the Constitution in Part B. So
let’s take a short break.
PART B
Right, everyone ready? Let’s consider, just what is a constitution?
A constitution is the document that sets out the powers of the Government and
Parliament in law.
Since 1901 the Australian Constitution has defined certain powers that are
exclusive to the Federal Parliament, and, as previously mentioned, some powers
are concurrent, meaning the Commonwealth and State can both make laws in
relation to the same issue. Disputes about the extent of a Parliament’s constitutional
power are frequently resolved in the High Court of Australia, which interprets
the Constitution. For example, the High Court often rules on disputes about
State versus Commonwealth powers and ______________________________ in
these matters.
The Victorian Constitution defines the power and privileges of the Parliament of
Victoria. Victoria’s original Constitution was approved by the British Parliament
in 1855. It is the main document defining the powers of the Parliament, and sets
out the features of its three key components: the Crown, represented by the
Governor; the Legislative Assembly; and the Legislative Council.

____________________ the Constitution _________ role of the Governor.
The Constitution requires that all legislation receives Royal Assent, which
means that it must be signed by the Governor before it takes effect as law. The
Governor also formally calls, opens, ends a session of and dissolves Parliament.
The Governor reads a statement of the Government’s proposed legislative
program at the formal opening of Parliament.
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The Governor is appointed to this position by the Queen, and represents her. It
is extremely rare for the Governor to intervene in matters affecting Parliament
and the Government.
Moving on, ________________________________________ the Constitution,
the two main bodies of the Parliament, as I referred to before, are the Legislative
Assembly, and the Legislative Council. I’ll speak about them in ______________
____________________now.
The Legislative Assembly
The Victorian Constitution sets out the number of electorates, called Electoral
Districts, for the Legislative Assembly. There are currently 88 Electoral Districts
and one Member of Parliament is elected from each. Government is formed
by the party or parties which have a majority of these 88 elected Members.
The Opposition comprises the largest party or group that does not support the
Government. The Assembly is the seat of government in our Westminster-style
Parliament, and it is not necessary for the Government to have a majority in the
Upper House, the Legislative Council. Only the Assembly can initiate money
bills, __________________________ the raising or spending of money by the
Government. Since the 2006 election the Parliament has a fixed four-year term,
that is, once they are elected, they can stay in power for four years.
Now _____________________________ Legislative Council.
The Victorian Constitution also sets out the number of electorates, or Electoral
Regions, of the Legislative Council. There are eight Regions, each covering the
geographic area of eleven Legislative Assembly Districts. Each Region elects
five Legislative Councillors, making 40 Members in all. The Legislative Council
also has fixed four-year terms, matching those of the Legislative Assembly. Most
bills originate in the Legislative Assembly while the Legislative Council acts as
a house of review, providing the opportunity for Parliament to consider them
again. The Council may initiate any legislation other than money Bills. The
Council cannot change money bills from the Legislative Assembly.
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Right, how can changes be made to the Constitution? ______________________
of the types of rules that have been changed over time in the Victorian
Constitution. Let’s see, _______________________: Parliamentary numbers,
voter eligibility, payment of MPs, voting methods, size of the ministry, electorate
numbers and the powers and responsibilities of both Chambers. An important
change was made in 1975, when the Constitution became an Act of the Victorian
Parliament, rather than of the British Parliament.
In 2003 the Constitution was amended, or altered, so that changes to some of its
provisions now have to be decided by a referendum. The 2003 amendments also
_______________________ fixed four-year terms for both Houses, election of
the Legislative Council by proportional representation, removal of the Council’s
power to block an appropriation bill and a dispute resolution process for bills
which don’t pass both Houses. These are ____________________ some of the
most significant changes to the Victorian Constitution in its 150-year history.
OK, in the final section of the lecture I’d like to move on to how a law is made
in Victoria. I think we’d all agree that laws are needed so that society as a whole
will function harmoniously, while at the same time protecting individuals’
rights, yes?
Well, There are two kinds of law: Common Law and Statute Law.
First, Common Law. Common law is made in Courts. When a judge makes
a decision in a particular case, that decision becomes a precedent and can be
applied to every other example of that situation. Common law can be superseded
by Parliament passing an Act to cover that situation.
Secondly, Statute Law. ________________________. Statute law is law made
by Parliament and is called an Act. Some Acts may outline broad principles
and leave the details to be finalised by another authorised body. This is what
happens, for example, in local governments. The Victorian Parliament sets out
in the Local Government Act what councils’ broad powers are and delegates
them to make particular rules (such as parking restrictions) to suit their own
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needs. _____________ ________________________ delegated or subordinate
legislation. Other Acts are very specific, to cover every situation. The Crimes
Act is an example of this, where the Parliament ________________ exactly
what constitutes particular crimes. Where the Act is unclear or ambiguous then
the Court makes a decision that applies as common law until a higher Court or
the Parliament changes it.
There are five ________ steps in making statute law.
1 Policy Development
The process where ideals, ideas and practical needs are developed into party or
Independent Member policies.
2 Draft Bill – that’s d-r-a-f-t.
___________________________ policies are changed into a series of statements
that will eventually be placed before Parliament as a bill. The ideas and statements
are put into appropriate form by lawyers _________________ Parliamentary
Counsel. Often the appropriate government department will provide advice and
recommend aspects that need to be included. When the draft bill is in a form that
is acceptable to the parliamentary party it can be introduced into Parliament.
3 Parliamentary Processes
The process of passing a bill through Parliament. There are many formalities,
but ______________________ this process gives the Members of Parliament
the chance to debate the broad areas and the specific elements of the bill and
suggest changes (amendments). All Bills are debated in both Houses, and most
bills can be introduced into either House, except financial bills. These must be
introduced in the Lower House.
There are several formal processes in this third stage:
First Reading — where the Parliament gives permission for the bill to be
introduced. There is no debate at this stage.
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Second Reading — where the general principles, but not the details, of the
bill are debated.
Between 2nd & 3rd readings— where the specific details of the bill might
be debated and amendments may be agreed to. If the bill is very simple and not
controversial, this consideration stage may be avoided altogether.
Third Reading — usually involves no further debate, just a formal vote on the bill.
If passed, the Clerk certifies a copy of the bill and it then goes through the same
process in the other House. If amendments are made by the reviewing House, the
originating House has to consider these. If it accepts them, the bill is forwarded
to the final stage. If it does not, the bill may pass __________________________
between the Houses a number of times. If no agreement is reached, the bill
cannot become law.
4 Royal Assent
At this stage the Queen, __________________________ the Governor, agrees
to the legislation, and the bill formally becomes an Act once signed by the
Governor.
5 Commencement
This is the time from which the Act comes into operation. This occurs on a day
specified in the Act, or a day announced by the Governor.
______, __________________________, today I’ve discussed Parliament’s main
functions, and ______________________________ by ‘responsible government’
and ‘separation of powers’. I reviewed the three levels of government,
Commonwealth, State and local. After that, in Part B, _______________________
the Constitution, including the Governor, the two Houses of Parliament, and
changes to the Constitution. Finally, I explained the steps in the process to create
a law in Victoria.
OK, that’s the end of the lecture for today. _____________________ next week,
everybody.
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2. After you have completed the gapfill, check your answers with the teacher
or a partner.
3. Using a highlighter pen, go through the text of the lecture and highlight any
words you don’t know. Use a dictionary to check them, or ask your teacher.
4. Add any of these new words to your vocabulary records. Don’t forget to mark
the pronunciation.
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Task 6

Advanced Speaking, Listening &
			Computer Work
Supports:
EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)
CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

VU21509
Analyse and participate in complex spoken
discourse for further study
D1
Demonstrate understanding of written texts

Contacting your Members of Parliament
Using online resources

Pairwork: Use a computer to find out about your Members.
Student A
Read the instructions below; make sure Student B cannot see them. Speak as
clearly as you can. Answer Student B’s questions if needed.
Student B
Sit at the computer and listen to the instructions from Student A. If you cannot
understand, ask.
Follow the instructions to get the details about your Members.
Then swap roles to practise.

Can you repeat that please?
Sorry, I don’t understand...

Could you spell that
please?
How do you spell that?
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Instructions
1. a Log on to the computer
2. a Connect to the internet
3. a Enter this web address: www.parliament.vic.gov.au
4. a Go to Find Your Electorate at the top right of the screen
5. a Enter your postcode or suburb or town
6. a Click Search
7. a See your District and Region
8. a Click on District for your Member of the Legislative Assembly
9.a

Click on Region for your Member of the Legislative Council

You will see your District for the Legislative Assembly and your Region for the
Legislative Council, with information about your MPs.
11.a Well done, you have finished!
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Reading for Information – taking notes
When you find the information about your Member of the Legislative
Assembly, fill in the table below:
Name
Email address
Electoral Office address
Phone number
Party
Now click on the Member’s picture to get more detailed information, and
then fill in the table below:
Portfolio/position
Date of birth
Place of birth
Interests

Other

Note down any other information you find interesting.
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Whole class activity
1. Discuss & decide
Could you invite a Member of Parliament to speak to your group or institution?
Which Member would be appropriate to invite (you now know how to get MPs’
details).
What kind of questions would you like to ask this Member?
2. Divide and delegate
•
•
•
•

One group should look up the Member’s details.
One group should write specific, grammatically correct questions.
One group should draft an invitation letter, or ring the MP’s office.
One group should book rooms and organise the practical aspects of the day.

If your day goes to plan you will have an exciting “live” listening and notetaking experience. Good luck!
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Task 7 Advanced Writing
Supports:

EAL Framework 2014
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study)

CSWE IV 2013
(Further Studies)

VU21508
Give complex presentations for further study
VU21510
Read and write a range of complex texts for
further study
VU21513
Use a range of critical reading and writing skills
for further study
VU21514
Use language analysis skills to review own texts
D1
Demonstrate understanding of written texts
E2
Research and plan an essay
E3
Write an essay
Research report can be presented as an oral
presentation (H1, H2, H3)

Research Report
In a small group:

1 Brainstorm a topic that interests you. It may be related generally to the theme
of government or to a specific topic concerning the Parliament of Victoria.

Here are a few ideas to get you thinking …
Traditions
New laws
			
Important buildings
Types of government
		
Famous politicians
Government attitude to...
			Current issue
History of...
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Remember to reduce huge topics to manageable ones.
Several people could do related research if you are
interested in the same topic.

2 Check with your teacher that each person’s topic is appropriate.
3 When each person has a confirmed topic, discuss the types of resources that

would be most useful.

4 Confirm the research steps with your group and with your teacher.
Here are a few ideas to get you thinking …

Websites...which ones?
Books
Interviews
DVDs: listen and take notes
News items...what type?
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If your topic is about Parliament House, listen carefully
to the guide’s oral presentation on the day of your visit.
Take notes – some of this information can be used in your
research report. Also, remember to explore the Parliament
website at www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Individual Research Report

You will need to
• undertake relevant research as agreed with your group and teacher;
• take appropriate notes;
• use the notes to write a research report in formal (academic style ) English,
using a drafting process; and
• submit the report in line with your teacher’s requirements below.

144

Parliament of Victoria EAL Program

CERTIFICATE IV FURTHER STUDIES

5 Listen to (and negotiate with) your teacher to confirm these details for your

research report. Fill in the gaps as appropriate.

Your topic - exact wording

Resources – provide details

(show your teacher this list on __/__/__)

Research session 1
• Draft 1
• Final draft
min:
max:
• font
• spacing
• footnotes required? Y / N
• other
Y/N Date: __/__/__
YN
Format:
•

Dates
Word length
Presentation requirements

Follow up oral presentation?
Bibliography required?
Do you understand the rules
Y/N Sign:
about plagiarism?
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Task 8

Advanced Speaking and Writing

Supports:
VU21512
EAL Framework 2014
and write a range of complex texts for
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study) Read
further study
CSWE IV 2013
E3
(Further Studies)
Write an essay

After your visit to Parliament House
Speaking

• In small groups, discuss your visit to Parliament House.
• If needed, use these topics to guide you – allow the discussion to flow naturally.

1. Did you enjoy the excursion? Why/why not?
2. Can people learn in a different way by visiting a place? How?
3. What’s your preferred way of learning?
4. Describe any other excursions have you taken part in, with class, family or
friends. Why were they valuable?
5. What did you find out about Parliament that you didn’t already know?
6. Was there anything you didn’t understand at the time?
7. Has your opinion about Parliament/politics/government/Australian history/
Australia changed as a result of the excursion? In what ways?
8. Have you ever visited the Parliament in your country of origin? If so, how
was it similar/different? If not, would you like to?
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Writing

Write a reflection about your excursion to Parliament for your teacher to read.
• Remember to mention the basic information in the first paragraph, such as

the date you went and who you went with.
• Don’t forget to set the scene and use your senses to describe the experience

and how you felt.
• Plan what information will go into each paragraph before you start.
• Use the drafting process to finesse your piece.
• Provide your plan and draft to your teacher.
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Additional Task

Advanced Reading And
							Speaking
Supports:
VU21512
EAL Framework 2014
and write a range of complex texts for
Certificate IV in EAL (Further Study) Read
further study
D1
CSWE IV 2013
Demonstrate understanding of written texts
(Further Studies)
I1
Participate in a tutorial/group discussion

Reading and understanding texts

1. Before you start reading, match up the words on the left with the similar
meanings on the right.
1. Horizon
2. By and large
3. Belittle
4. Decade
5. Constraints
6. Prior
7. Task-oriented
8. “Off the record”
9. Bunjil
10. Ethos

a. ten years
b. belief system
c. before
d. focussed on the job
e. line between sea and land
f. limitations
g. said in private
h. Aboriginal creator/spiritual leader
i. criticise/ put down
j. generally

You will read extracts from talks by:
•
•
•
•

A political journalist
An ex-Premier (Labor - female)
An ex-Premier (Liberal - male)
An Aboriginal elder

The extended texts are available on the website www.parliament.vic.gov.au

148

Parliament of Victoria EAL Program

CERTIFICATE IV FURTHER STUDIES
2.
•
•
•
•

Read and discuss in a small group.
Try to decide which of the above is “speaking” in the texts A to H
Give reasons in your group.
Note your answer under the quote.
Use what you already know to justify your choice; in some cases it will
be difficult to decide.

Take your time to discuss the ideas they represent.

A “The road is long, with many corners, straight lines with no horizon and

twisted tracks. But the footprints are there on the land, footprints that belonged
to our ancestors who have left their mark on the land for us to follow. For those
of us who believe in reconciliation, the real journey has begun. We have now
turned the second corner. Because of people’s involvement in the consultation
process, we no longer have a draft document; we have a national document for
reconciliation.”
WHO?________________________

B “I think journalists generally speaking, belittle the profession of politics. I

know politicians may contribute to that in part but I don’t think there’s much
respect in this country from the media in general for politicians. And I think
that’s sad.”
WHO?________________________

C “Women leaders, since we got the vote - we got the first woman into Parliament
in 1926 - there’s still only been two woman Premiers, and one woman Chief
Minister. So we’re still a rarity, and I think rarities always attract attention. But
it is very interesting here, you see once we have the first woman Prime Minister,
that will really break that barrier, which hopefully will be in the next decade.”
WHO?________________________
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D “There are occasions when they go into a closed session where the press

is excluded but Question Time is the most productive time for journalists in
Parliament, and all the parties know that. This is why they direct questions,
either to embarrass or to get embarrassing answers, but I don’t think there are
any constraints, not on the part of the Parliament and certainly not on the part
of the editors who send you to Parliament to cover the stories there.”
WHO?________________________

E “However, I think politicians are shaped, like everyone else, by the experiences
that they come from. And I think because a lot of women’s experience is family
and community as their prior commitment, in a way, then a lot of the ways that
women operate are more co-operative and collective within their own party and sometimes across Parties - than a lot of men. My experience is that by and
large women are more task-oriented rather than ego-oriented in politics. Now
that’s by and large: it is not true of everyone.”
WHO?________________________

F “There is an expression, which I am sure you have heard, ‘this is off the

record’. There are parliamentarians who in the middle of an interview will say,
‘This is off the record’ and when they say it is off the record it is and you are not
really permitted to quote what they said, but there are ways of getting around
it. Experienced journalists know how - they say unnamed sources said that
such-and-such a thing happened and that is the way they dived around it. Most
journalists who are ethical would respect an off-the-record request.”
WHO?________________________

G “Today Melbourne is the great multicultural city of the world and this special
place continues to carry forward the spirit of our tradition… As the spirit of my
ancestors lives, let the wisdom and the spirit of generosity which Bunjil taught
us influence the decision made in this meeting place.”
WHO?________________________
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H “Very few of the Australian public are members of the political parties and

that’s part of the good life we lead here. People just want to go about their
own business. We’ve got this ethos you can criticise whenever you like but you
don’t have to contribute. It would be desirable, I think, that more people were
involved regardless of the political party they supported.”
WHO?___________________

More discussion
1. What do you know about Aboriginal reconciliation? Do you think it’s a good
idea to have an Aboriginal elder make a speech at the opening of Parliament?
Why/Why not?
2. Do you think Victoria is truly multicultural? How might this affect the
parliamentary system?
3. What is the relationship between journalists and politicians in your country
of origin?
4. Do you think the media could affect the outcome of an election? How?
5. Are there many female politicians in your country of origin? Why/why not?
6. Do you agree with the statement about women in politics in extract E above?
Explain.
7. Do you agree with the statement in H above, that more people should get
involved in politics? Give reasons for your answer.
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