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Dear Mr Willis
Re Select Committee on Public Land Development.
The North and West Melbourne Association would ask that you convey our
appreciation to the Members of the Committee for this opportunity to make a
submission.
The Association and its predecessor, The North Melbourne Association, have
represented people who live and work in North and West Melbourne since 1967.
The Association has been increasingly concerned about the attitudes of State and
Federal Governments, NGOs and local councils to the ownership and function of
public land. We consider these public resources to be managed on an ad hoc basis
and ultimately regarded as a commodity, ready for sale or for use, for an inappropriate
development or money-making opportunity. In some cases, their neglect and failure
to find a proper use represents gross incompetence on the part of the managing
authority.

We would like to cite the following examples:
The sale of the King St. West Melbourne and Boundary Road, North
Melbourne primary schools. We now find, that as a result of population
growth in the area, that the one remaining government school (Errol St
Primary School) is now excessively over-crowded and is attempting to
take over additional local street space because of limited playing space on
site.
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The Commonwealth Games Village Development in Royal Park,
where land that should have been returned to much-needed parkland, when
the hospital use ceased, was actually sold off for real estate development.
We see this as being of questionable long term benefit for Melbourne. At
a time when the State Government Planning Strategy, 2030, proposes to
significantly increase the population of inner Melbourne, it would have
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been an ideal time to provide recreation land for the anticipated population
increase that is now actually happening.
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The State Hockey and Netball Centre was constructed on a prime
highpoint of Royal Park that formed a wonderful, immediate landscape
environment and spectacular views of the Melbourne city skyline and
surrounding areas. The all important Royal Children's Hospital
redevelopment is a wonderful use but we regret that it is not sufficiently
important to justify a government purchasing a piece of non-recreation
land on which to locate it. Other hospital sites have been sold for
commercial gain - Prince Henry's, Royal Women's and Peter McCallum.
Why have the proceeds of these sales not been used to purchase a new site
or why has a new hospital not been redeveloped on one of those vacated
sites? This is without examining the commitments made by Government in
the consultation phase not to resume more parkland than the original
hospital, when it now appears that they have.
It is generally acknowledged that these pieces of resumed parkland have
been used for such semi-commercial developments on what should be
recreational space because the land was free of cost.
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The current proposal to construct Football Club facilities for an AFL Club
on the North Melbourne Recreation Reserve in Arden Street, North
Melbourne. While there is a stated intent to share parts of this facility for
community use, the facility includes office space for the North Melbourne
Football Club, an organization owned by shareholders, and not the
members, which is usually the case with a club structure. The massive two
storey building located in public parkland owned by the Crown, is believed
to be funded by the Federal and State Governments, the City of
Melbourne, and the AFL. Given the ownership of the Club and the
proposed uses accommodating 27 employees, a more suitable location for
this part of the development could have been found on nearby commercial
land, rather than much-needed parkland.
Despite concerted efforts by the local community to seek clarification on
how the facility is to be managed to guarantee reasonable local community
access to the shared facilities, no level of government has committed to
making the terms of the lease with the Football Club available to the
community before it is formally signed. Our expectation would have been
that the lease, which would have defined the conditions of community
access, should have been finalised before any government funding was
made available.
The decision by the Council, at the whim of the project sponsors and
against strongly-expressed community views, to demolish the very run
down grandstand on the Reserve, despite it being in sound structural
condition, has led to a significant loss oflocal heritage, especially if the
Kangaroos move to Carrara as is mooted.
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The former College of Printing and Graphic Arts at 603 Queensberry
Street, North Melbourne has been under-utilised or vacant for a period in
excess of 15 years. The site has virtually no open space and comprises a
heritage listed school building on Queensberry Street and a 5/6 storey
building on Elm Street to the rear, constructed between 1955 and the early
1960' s. Numerous proposals have been considered for the site, such as
• Rezoning and sale on the open market
• Sale zoned public use to the City of Melbourne for redevelopment as a
childcare centre;
• A proposal from the North and West Melbourne Association to use the
site as an annexe to the local over-crowded state primary school. This
proposal was rejected by the State Education authorities as
unnecessary and not supported by the population projections.
The State Education authorities now propose an 800 student selective high
school for the Northern and Western suburbs. Serious concerns exist in the
local community about the scale of the proposal, the lack of open space,
either on site or nearby, the lack of car-parking, the standard of the
structures and the lack of planning for future local provision.
The State Government negotiated at length with the City of Melbourne to
purchase the site for child-care and community use, but could not agree on
the sale price. However, it is generally acknowledged that the holding and
management charges on the site would probably exceed its valuation. As a
result of this lack of planning, the condition of the buildings has further
deteriorated and it has become a severe blight on the local area.

The North and West Melbourne Association feels that these examples of
how public land has been utilised in our local area indicate a poor quality
of decision-making in the way that they have been resolved. Inner
Melbourne has suffered. Opportunities for good developments have been
lost. We feel that these outcomes have been exacerbated by ad hoc
management and the absence of any real strategic planning within
Government and their inability to relate to local communities and their
needs. Significant social and financial losses have been and will continue
to be experienced by our community as a result of what we believe to be
Government-sanctioned incompetence.
We would be happy to meet with the committee, if you would like us to
further elaborate on any of these issues.
Yours sincerely

Bill Cook
Chairperson
North and West Melbourne Association Inc.

