SUBMISSION
to
THE INQUIRY OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL OF THE VICTORIAN PARLIAMENT
into
THE SALE AND DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC LAND AND OPEN SPACE IN
VICTORIA
by

THE ROCKLEY GARDENS PRECINCT GROUP, SOUTH YARRA
A. The Rockley Gardens Precinct Group submits that:
1. There should be no sale or alienation of public land and open space for the purposes
of private development
2. There should be no sale or alienation of public land and open space to any person,
persons, institution, institutions, whatsoever, private or public.
3. The provision of green, publicly owned land and open spaces is a major public
health issue. Such land and spaces provide for residents and those who work in any
given locality: 1. Relief from urban form.
2. Areas for passive recreation
3. Opportunities for community socialising.
4. Places for young children to run, climb, play games and develop
motor skills and socialising skills.
5. Areas for informal games for older children and adults.
6. Areas for organised sport.
They help promote good psychological and physical health.
4. In every suburb there should be green, public open space for recreation, passive and
active, within walking distance of every home and workplace.
5. In suburbs where Melbourne 2030 has markedly intensified settlement, increased
traffic, and taken away the private gardens that provided trees, space and greenery,
replacing them with apartment blocks and units ( such as Prahran, South Yarra and
Toorak) all levels of government should co-operate to acquire more public open land
and space as a matter of urgency. Developers should be asked to contribute to its
acquisition where they are erecting blocks of apartments and units.
6. Green, open space which is carefully planted can play a valuable role in absorbing
pollutants and enhancing air quality. Trees also help modify climate, particularly hot
weather. Governments and developers should play a leading role in the greening of
Melbourne's public open spaces and streets.
7.Because of the benefits to citizens of all ages, local, state and federal governments
should provide multi-purpose open spaces on land, on roof tops of new developments
and along and on waterways, such as the Yarra River.
B. Some public local parks and open spaces, their characteristics and value to
the communities of South Yarra, Toorak and Prahran.
Parks
Rockley Rd Park, South Yarra. (Intersection of Toorak and Rockley Rds).
These gardens serve a closely settled area of houses with small yards, of apartments
and units. Rockley Rd is typical of many streets in South Yarra, Prahran and Toorak,
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sustained lobbying by the Toorak South Yarra Action Group, supported by the
Council, saw the matter taken up by Tony Lupton MLC and, last year, Rod Hulls,
MLA then Minister for Planning declared it public land. The basis for the lobbying
was the need for relief from urban form in this heavily built up part of South YarraPrahran and an interesting feature of the campaign was unsolicited support from
companies undertaking the work of body corporates in apartment blocks in the area ..
Their clients wanted to keep the vista offered by the space. Although no-one opposed
any building over the railway line in principle, there was a strong feeling for a sense of
space, relief from urban form, and resistance to this space being sold for development.
Argo Reserve.
This is a tiny space in a densely settled area of small houses with tiny yards. Its patch
of grass, a small climbing frame and trees make it a haven for anyone who wants to sit
in a green, leafy space, join mothers watching small children play, read or just watch
the world go by. It serves the same purpose as the big space above.
THE PARKS AND OPEN SPACES ABOVE ARE VALUED FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTION TO PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH.

c. More

public parks and open land must be acquired and present holdings

retained.
Stonnington has accommodated the kind of intensified residential and commercial
development promoted under Melbourne 2030. THE STATE GOVERNMENT HAS
SIGNIFICANTL Y FAILED TO FULFIL ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. It has not:
1. Provided as it said it would, a corresponding development in public transport. Thus
major thoroughfares are clogged with cars and trucks comprising through traffic from
eastern suburbs and travel by growing numbers of residents who need cars to cross the
city. The traffic increases pollution and impedes tram travel.
2. Mandated that public space be set aside to compensate for private space, gardens
and greenery that have been replaced by apartment blocks and units.
The municipal government has had to carry the burden of providing vegetation and
open space which will alleviate the overwhelming mass of bricks and mortar, help
alleviate pollution, and give opportunity for exercise. It has developed a public open
space policy.
Surrey Rd: A Stonnington Achievement.
On the land where the municipal transfer station once stood, the Council is planning
for housing AND PUBLIC OPEN LAND.
Forrest Hill and Tooronga Village Deveopments: State Government and developer
non-achievement.
Where in these large projects is land set aside for passive and active recreation?
Stonington Mansion and gardens: A Major State Government Failure.
Why did the State Government allow Deakin University to sell into private ownership
what had for years been a public asset? Why did it not join with Stonnington Council
in purchasing this part of the Stonington Estate? As Peter Costello MHR wrote
deploring the sale, why did it not ask the Federal Government to assist with the
purchase? Particularly in an area where apartments and town houses are proliferating
and green open public space is needed? Perhaps this inquiry could obtain the answers
to these questions, because residents haven't been able to.
If Melbourne is to remain a liveable city all levels of government should be cooperating to expand the stock of publicly owned parkland and open space.

D. Land around public housing estates.
The green open space which is part of the estates is a valuable resource not just for
tenants but for the surrounding neighbourhoods. It must be retained and not
encroached on during redevelopment. Recent privately developed apartment blocks
have no such equivalent, an indication, perhaps, that planning standards have fallen
since 'the market' rather than social development has been the dominant force in
planning.
E. Streets and waterways (banks and streams).
Streets
Many streets crowded with apartment blocks-such as Rockley Rd and adjacent streetsare made attractive by their thick avenues of trees, which provide a woodland
atmosphere, a powerful touch of nature in all seasons, and soften the large man-made
structures. The impression of space had come from communal effort, ie municipal
rates provide the trees and their maintenance. Some apartment blocks, from the 1960s
and 1970s and even the 1980s have large trees and green surrounds. However, recent
developments tend to take up the entire block; the developers take away green and
contribute nothing, leaving it to the community to 'green' their creation.
IF THE STATE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT INSIST ON DEVELOPERS
PRESENTING LANDSCAPE PLANS WITH PROVISION FOR TREES IT
SHOULD ASSIST MUNICIPALITIES TO PAY FOR THE GREENING OF
STREETS AND ROADS AND ASK FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM
DEVELOPERS.
Waterways (The Yarra)
The Yarra is viewed in Stonnington as an important public asset. Some years ago
Council received significant community support when it refused to permit the erection
of private boathouses along its banks in Alexandra Avenue. It was also supported in
reclaiming small pieces of public land in Alexandra Avenue which had been used
privately. Council representatives and members of resident groups enthusiastically
participated in the Yarra River Valley Review, where consultants and public servants
did a fine job of listening to and reporting back to participants. We last heard from
them in August last year.
Participants recommended that the river and its banks provide something of an escape
from the traffic and pressure of urban life, serve as a refreshing corridor for wildlife
and humans, from the eastern suburbs to the city. It was to be planted, where possible
with indigenous vegetation to encourage indigenous birds and animals. The river
water, now almost toxic, was to be cleaned. And development close to the banks was
to be banned.
WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE YARRA RIVER VALLEY REVIEW? Why are
its recommendations not being carried out?
F. The need to find public open spaces in new places, with developer/ municipal/
State government co-operation.
In densely settled places such as Prahran and South Yarra, where land is expensive
and often hard to come by, Council should be supported in seeking open spaces on the
rooftops of developments and in areas where the railway line can be built over. There
have been a couple of sites suggested in Prahran (the roof of the Market car park and

where pieces of land which once incorporated large homes and sizeable gardens now
accommodate blocks of apartments and units, some up to 8 to 10 storeys high. On site
garden space is minimal or non-existent and many CHILDREN WHO LIVE IN
SUCH STREETS HAVE NO-WHERE TO RUN AND MUST WALK WITH CARE.
Traffic in Rockley Rd can be heavy, because of the density of population, cars can
come bursting from driveways and residents learn to walk the length of a block of
dwellings, pause at the gateway, look for exiting cars, then proceed down the next
block. Toorak Rd is a major thoroughfare for local and through traffic to and from the
eastern suburbs, and for pedestrians. ROCKLEY RD PARK IS A PLACE WHERE
CHILDREN CAN RUN, PLAY GAMES,CLIMB, DEVELOP MOTOR SKILLS
AND MEET OTHER CHILDREN.
Not surprisingly, the gardens at Rockley Rd are a valuable community resource. They
are used continually by: 1. Young children and their carers. Equipment in a fenced off
playground caters primarily for children aged from about one to ten years, who swing,
climb and slide. Children and their carers play chasey, hide and seek and ball games in
the grassy treed expanse next to the playground or just sit and read or watch the birds.
There is shade in summer and shelter during colder months. (People go there for
passive and active recreation and relief from urban form.)
2. Carers and children who meet and socialise at the
equipment area and in the gardens surrounding it, and picnic at the tables provided
and on the lawns.(Passive recreation and socialising).
3.The elderly who sit in the sun or shade, depending on the
weather, watch the world go by, chat to pedestrians and to each other. (Socialising,
relief from urban form)
4.Secondary and tertiary students, who meet after school and
at weekends to chat. (Socialising).
5. Adults from their 20s on who sunbake, read, picnic, play
with their dogs. (Passive recreation, relief from urban form)
6.Young male adults, who sometimes kick a football in the
more open, western side of the gardens. Other users tolerate this, though the site is not
suitable, perhaps recognising that the space serves a need. ((Active recreation).
This beautiful, leafy, small park, an outdoor refuge from bricks and mortar, is used in
a variety of ways by a broad cross-section of people.
Como Park, South Yarra.
This much used, large piece of open green space, not far from Rockley Rd, serves
different needs. While there are some facilities for toddlers and young children, the
park caters best for older children and adults. There are grassy banks, where older
children (eg aged 4 to 12) can run, roll, and slide as well as an ovalwhere they can run,
kick a football or play cricket. There are seats well used by adults of all ages including
the elderly and mothers with infants in prams, who contemplate the wide vista over
the Yarra towards Burnley. The walking paths and the perimeter of the oval are used
by joggers, walkers, strollers and dog owners exercising their pets. The oval is also
used for organised sport, including cricket.
THE HIGH USE MADE OF THESE TWO NEIGHBOURING BUT DIFFERENT
PARKS TESTIFIES TO THEIR VALUE TO THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE.
Open spaces.
T/:Itopen space south of South Yarra station, known as the South Yarra Siding,
~unded by Os borne, William, Arthur Sts and the railway line was formerly railway
jJmd cared for by Stonnington Council. When it was suggested for development,

land behind the Jam Factory) and such an initiative should be considered for the
Forest Hill developments. Developers are probably bound to resist this concept and
State government input would be necessary.
G. Water.
The State Government and Federal Governments must take a lead in supporting by
advocacy and financially, water saving and water storage initiatives that will help keep
our public open spaces green and usable.
H. Green Wedges.
Green wedges should be maintained and farming encouraged up to the town or
metropolitan boundaries, as in Britain. This enables the productive use of rural land,
allows city people access to country life and country people access to the city.
Settlement beyond the city boundaries could take place in townships along railway
lines, which would allow easy access to the city when it was needed.
The Rockley Gardens Precinct Group has welcomed the opportunity to contribute to
this Inquiry.
We would also welcome a chance for a representative to speak at a public hearing.
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