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Thursday, 7 October 2010
The SPEAKER (Hon. Jenny Lindell) took the chair
at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion: removal
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise the house that
under standing order 144 notices of motion 10 to 15,
97, 98, 170, and 226 to 234 will be removed from the
notice paper unless members wishing their notice to
remain advise the Clerk in writing before 2.00 p.m.
today.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Coleman–Stud roads–Harold Street, Wantirna
South: safety
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition draws to the attention of the house the dangers
posed to pedestrians and turning traffic due to obscured sight
lines at the intersection of Coleman Road, Stud Road and
Harold Street, Wantirna South.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria resolves that the Minister for Roads and
Ports undertakes an immediate review of the intersection in
conjunction with VicRoads, including the consideration of
right-turning arrows, with a view to ensuring the safe passage
of all users of the intersection.

By Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) (97 signatures).

Abortion: legislation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria, as listed below,
draws to the attention of the house the Abortion Law Reform
Bill of 2008. The petitioners therefore request that the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria repeal the Abortion Law
Reform Bill 2008.

By Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (5666 signatures).

Waterbirds: protection
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention
of the house that Victorian native waterbird numbers have
dropped 60 per cent since 2007 and 2008 (when their
numbers were already low), that 75 per cent of Victorians
want the recreational shooting of native waterbirds banned
but once informed that eastern Australian waterbird numbers
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have dropped more than 80 per cent, that one in four birds are
wounded (DSE) and that duck shooting is banned in WA,
NSW and QLD, a huge 87 per cent of Victorians said they
wanted the activity banned (Morgan Poll, October 2007).
Drought, global warming and climate change means the
recreational shooting of native waterbirds is no longer
sustainable.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria follows the Labor governments of WA,
NSW and Queensland and permanently bans the recreational
shooting of Australian native waterbirds in Victoria.

By Mr CARLI (Brunswick) (30 233 signatures).

Marine parks: extension
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention
of the house a proposal by the Victorian National Parks
Association to lock up a further 20 per cent of Victorian
waters to marine parks, stopping all recreational and
commercial fishing in these areas. The petitioners therefore
call on the Legislative Assembly of Victoria to reject the
proposal.

By Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) (204 signatures).

Knob Recreation Reserve, Stratford:
management
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention
of the house the attempts by DSE to cancel community
equestrian events at the Knob Recreation Reserve, Stratford.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria calls on the state government to
reinstate a community appointed committee of management
to ensure that the Knob Recreation Reserve is managed in
accordance with local community values and can continue to
be used for recreational activities for generations to come.

By Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East)
(1508 signatures).

Electricity: smart meters
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria draw the attention of
the house to community concerns about the major increase in
the cost of electricity due to the Brumby government’s
bungled introduction of smart meters.
We, the undersigned concerned citizens of Victoria therefore
request the Legislative Assembly of Victoria to request the
state government to halt the roll out of its smart meter
program permanently.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (77 signatures).

PETITIONS
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Hastings: jetty redevelopment
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, draw the attention of
the house to community concerns regarding the state
government’s plan to demolish part of the iconic Hastings
jetty. The Hastings jetty was built in 1864 and over the
ensuing 144 years has become a very important part of the
lives of Hastings families and culture of the Hastings
township. The jetty is a very popular fishing and general
leisure destination for locals and visitors.
The condition of the jetty has deteriorated and therefore areas
of it are now in need of repair. The state government proposes
to replace a substantial part of the jetty with a floating
pontoon. We strongly object to the failure of the state
government to properly consult with the community
regarding its plans to demolish sections of the Hastings jetty.
We, the undersigned concerned citizens of Victoria, therefore
ask the Legislative Assembly of Victoria to request that the
Victorian government:
1.

properly consults with the Hastings community
immediately, regarding the need for repairs to the
Hastings jetty and what form those repairs should take;
and

2.

ensures the wishes of the community are accurately
reflected by any repairs undertaken on the jetty; and

3.

ensures that any repairs carried out on the jetty preserve
the integrity of the jetty and properly reflect the iconic
and cherished status of this landmark for future
generations.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (229 signatures).

Hastings: jetty redevelopment
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, draw the attention of
the house to community concerns that the Brumby
government intends to demolish a large part of the iconic
Hastings jetty and replace it with a flat floating concrete slab.
The Hastings jetty was built in 1864 and in the 144 years
since then has become a popular tourist attraction for visitors
from across Australia and around the world, a popular fishing
and general leisure destination for locals and an important
part of the lives of Hastings families.
We strongly object to the failure of the state government to
properly consult with the community about the nature of
repairs to be carried out on the Hastings jetty and to its plan to
replace a large part of this iconic structure with a floating
concrete slab.
We, the undersigned concerned citizens of Victoria, therefore
ask the Legislative Assembly of Victoria to request that the
Victorian government:
1.

immediately consult with the Hastings community to
ascertain what the nature of the repairs to the Hastings
jetty should be; and

2.
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ensure that any repairs carried out on the Hastings jetty
reflect the wishes of the Hastings community, preserve
the integrity of the jetty and properly reflect the iconic
and cherished status of this landmark for future
generations.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (47 signatures).

Frankston: reservoir park
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the undersigned residents of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the current classification of the
Frankston reservoir as a natural features reserve pursuant to
section 4(1) of the Crown Land Reserves Act (Vic) 1978.
Such a designation enables the site to be opened to
unregulated recreational and sporting activities, which could
lead to the destruction of fragile habitats. We seek that the
classification be changed to nature conservation reserve under
section 4(1)(o) of the Crown Land Reserves Act (Vic) 1978,
where the conservation of natural biodiversity and the
preservation, protection and promotion of rare and
endangered flora, fauna and habitats is the prime objective.
Frankston reservoir has six ecological vegetation classes
(EVCs) of state significance. The most extensive of the
EVCs, grassy woodland, is considered as endangered in the
Gippsland plain bioregion and the Frankston reservoir
supports the largest stand of grassy woodland in the southern
metropolitan area and the Mornington Peninsula and
represents 16 per cent of grassy woodland on all public land
within Victoria. Grassy woodland is one of the most
species-rich ecosystems in temperate Australia and in the
temperate world generally and is particularly rich in native
grasses, orchids and lilies.
Frankston reservoir contains 215 recorded indigenous plant
species of which 57 have regional significance. The
nationally threatened growling grass frog is present on the
site. Koala and sugar gliders are also located in the reserve.
The site provides refuge, a secure breeding area and a key
link to the Mornington Peninsula corridor for 62 listed bird
species, such as the regionally rare beautiful firetail and
southern emu-wren.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria support the Frankston reservoir
becoming designated as a nature conservation reserve. Such a
change is absolutely crucial if we are to save the remaining
native species inhabiting Frankston reservoir and to protect
the biodiversity of the area.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (1033 signatures).

Pigs: sow stalls
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the undersigned residents of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the recent decision by the
Tasmanian government to ban sow stalls from 2017 and
reduce their use to six weeks per pregnancy from 2014.
Such a move is an acknowledgement that the current national
pig code is inadequate in protecting the welfare needs of
pregnant pigs and condemns them to unacceptable suffering.

PETITIONS
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Sow stalls have been banned in the United Kingdom for
10 years and several states of America have now vowed to
prohibit their use also. The largest producer of pigs in
Australia, Rivalea, have also announced a voluntary
phase-out of sow stalls by 2017. The petitioners therefore
request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria introduce a
similar ban as a matter of urgency.

By Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) (741 signatures).

Rail: Mildura line
To the Honourable Speaker and members of the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house for the reinstatement of the Mildura–Melbourne
passenger train.
The petitioners register their request for the passenger train to
Mildura to be reinstated. People living in smaller towns need
connectivity to larger towns for work, health, education,
shopping and social activities.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria reinstate the passenger train to service
the needs of residents in the state’s far north who are
disadvantaged by distance.
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Respite care: city of Whittlesea
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned residents of the city
of Whittlesea, their families and friends in the state of
Victoria showeth our concern at the failure of the state Labor
government to provide overnight age-appropriate respite beds
located in the municipality sufficient to meet the need of
residents despite repeated requests to do so since 2001.
We humbly request that the government commit the
15 additional beds for an age-appropriate facility-based
respite announced in the 2010 state budget and locate them in
the city of Whittlesea with ongoing staff funding. We request
that this commitment be made before the 2010 state election.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the state Labor
government will make this commitment in accordance with
the Disability Act 2006 part 2, Objectives and Principles, and
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006
part 2 Human Rights to ensure that people with disabilities in
the city of Whittlesea have a choice of respite options
available to them.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (3544 signatures).

By Mr CRISP (Mildura) (114 signatures).
Tabled.

Mildura: proposed casino
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Mildura rural city draws to the
attention of the house the proposed establishment of a casino
in Mildura.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria not make a decision regarding a casino
licence for Mildura until a comprehensive socioeconomic
study into the proposal has been completed, followed by a
plebiscite of the community to determine if a casino licence
should be granted to the applicants of the Mildura casino
proposal.

By Mr CRISP (Mildura) (154 signatures).

Mildura: proposed casino
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of the Mildura Rural City Council
draws to the attention of the house the proposed establishment
of a casino in Mildura’s CBD.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria not grant a licence for the establishment
of a casino in Mildura.

By Mr CRISP (Mildura) (397 signatures).

Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Bayswater be considered next day on
motion of Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Yan Yean be considered next day on
motion of Ms GREEN (Yan Yean).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Mr BURGESS (Hastings).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Gippsland East be considered next day
on motion of Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Brunswick be considered next day on
motion of Mr CARLI (Brunswick).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Mildura be considered next day on
motion of Mr CRISP (Mildura).
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AUDITOR-GENERAL
Reports 2009–10
Mr HELPER (Minister for Agriculture), by leave,
presented response by minister for finance.
Tabled.
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Central Murray Regional Waste Management Group —
Report 2009–10
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability — Report
2009–10
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability Act 2003 —
State of the Environment Report under s 17
Crimes (Assumed Identities) Act 2004 — Report 2009–10
under s 31

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITTEE

Desert Fringe Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10

Audit Act

Financial Management Act 1994 — Report from the Minister
for Innovation that he had received the Report 2009–10 of the
Melbourne Central City Studios Pty Ltd

Mr STENSHOLT (Burwood) presented report,
together with appendices and transcripts of
evidence.

Gippsland Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10
Goulburn Valley Regional Waste Management Group —
Report 2009–10

Tabled.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

RURAL AND REGIONAL COMMITTEE
Extent and nature of disadvantage and inequity
in rural and regional Victoria
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) presented report, together
with appendices, minority report and transcripts of
evidence.
Tabled.
Ordered that report, appendices and minority
report be printed.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Alpine Resorts Co-ordinating Council — Report 2009–10
Auditor-General:
Annual Financial Report of the State of Victoria,
2009–10 — Ordered to be printed
Restricting Environmental Flows during Water
Shortages — Ordered to be printed
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority —
Ordered to be printed
Barwon Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10
Calder Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10

Grampians Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10
Highlands Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10
Liquor Control Act 1988 — Reports 2008–09, 2009–10 under
s 148R
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 —
Cumulative Summary of Returns as at 30 September 2010 —
Ordered to be printed
Mildura Regional Waste Management Group — Report
2009–10
Mornington Peninsula Regional Waste Management
Group — Report 2009–10
North East Victorian Regional Waste Management Group —
Report 2009–10
Ombudsman — Ombudsman’s recommendations: Second
report on their implementation — Ordered to be printed
Police Integrity, Office of — Managing conflict of interest in
Victoria Police — Ordered to be printed
South Western Regional Waste Management Group —
Report 2009–10
Surveillance Devices Act 1999 — Reports 2009–10 under
s 30L (two reports)
Surveyor’s Registration Board of Victoria — Report 2009–10
Victoria Grants Commission — Report 2009–10
Victorian Law Reform Commission — Report 2009–10 —
Ordered to be printed.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Thursday, 7 October 2010

ASSEMBLY

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Mr HELPER (Minister for Agriculture) — I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and hour to be
fixed by the Speaker, which time of meeting shall be notified
in writing to each member of the house.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Water: eastern treatment plant upgrade
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I call on the government
to release the business case for the eastern treatment
plant upgrade in full. I lodged a freedom of information
request for the business case of the eastern treatment
plant on 23 December 2009. On 12 January 2010 I was
advised by the government that it had denied my access
in full under section 30(1) of the Freedom of
Information Act. I asked for an internal review, and the
decision was again denied in full, whereupon I took my
case to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
and lo and behold some of the documentation was then
released to me in the hope that I would not pursue the
case.
It is very interesting to look at the reasons the business
case has not been released in full. I have been told that
these business case documents that have been denied to
me contain financial estimates or forecasts of certain
figures, including costs and other matters. I have been
advised that this material was not prepared for public
dissemination and that Melbourne Water may not be
able to negotiate the best commercial outcome for the
project if documents are released to me. I have also
been told that they are potentially misleading to the
public. I call on the government to release in full these
documents on the business case for the upgrade of the
eastern treatment plant. It is a vital project that is
needed for Victoria, and the government should not be
hiding documents related to the business case.

Country Fire Authority: Ararat brigade
Mr HELPER (Minister for Agriculture) — On
Friday, 30 September, I had the honour of handing over
the keys for the Ararat Fire Brigade’s new medium and
ultralight tankers, which are worth a combined total of
$405 000. The $125 000 ultralight tanker with a
600-litre capacity delivers an improved fire suppression
capability for the brigade and was funded from the
2009 bushfire response and recovery initiative. As part
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of this initiative the Brumby Labor government
allocated $10.3 million for the purchase of 42 ultralight
tankers across the state. The $280 000 medium tanker
has a 2000-litre tank capacity and includes the latest
safety features. The tanker was funded through the
Country Fire Authority’s vehicle replacement program.
The 150-year-old brigade has been involved in a
number of emergency incidents, including the February
2009 bushfires. Volunteers from the brigade were
deployed with district 16 strike teams to Alexandra for
the Kinglake complex fires, to Horsham for the
Remlaw fire and to Daylesford for the Musk Vale fires.
In addition to handing over keys at Ararat, over the last
two months I have also had the pleasure of handing
over keys to $1.2 million worth of fire-fighting vehicles
for the Beaufort, Redbank, Avoca, Raglan and Snake
Gully fire brigades. I applaud the skills, dedication and
community-mindedness of volunteer firefighters, and I
would like to thank the Ararat Country Fire Authority
captain, Bernie Dowie, and brigade members.

Lake Batyo Catyo: community management
Mr WALSH (Swan Hill) — I would like to
congratulate the community on its involvement in the
revitalisation of the foreshore and facilities of Lake
Batyo Catyo, which is located between Donald and
St Arnaud. It is another great example of a recreational
and environmental water body that is benefiting not
only from the recent rains but also long term from the
Wimmera–Mallee pipeline project. The lake has been
dry for nearly 10 years. The Wimmera–Mallee pipeline
project has been driven hard by John Forrest, The
Nationals federal member for Mallee, and given
support by both the federal and state coalitions to make
sure it happens.
While the lake was dry the community banded together
and built a man-made island in the middle of it, which
has been planted out with trees and will become a
sanctuary for hundreds of birds now that the lake has
filled. The Northern Grampians Shire Council has
allocated $66 000 to assist in the refurbishment of the
foreshore facilities. Up to 60 locals have been attending
working bees, mowing the acres of grass and getting
the toilets and change rooms working again. Local
businesses have donated material for the refurbishment
of the tables and chairs around the lake so that everyone
can enjoy them over the summer months.
I am absolutely proud of that community and
communities right across my electorate who have
worked very hard to get those recreational and
environmental water bodies in my electorate that have
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benefited from the recent heavy rain in working
condition again so they can be enjoyed by everyone
over the summer.

Oakleigh City Band: centenary
Ms BARKER (Oakleigh) — I congratulate the
Oakleigh City Band, a community brass band that this
year celebrates the 100th anniversary of its
establishment. To mark this very significant milestone
we will enjoy a concert this Sunday at the Oakleigh
Mechanics Institute.
The band was formed in 1910, but unfortunately it
lapsed during World War II, as a lot of community
brass bands did. In 1969 the Oakleigh City Council,
having been without a band in the area for some time,
approached the Victorian Railways Institute Band,
which was experiencing difficult times due to the loss
of support for the band from the Victorian railways.
The band therefore relocated to Oakleigh and was
renamed the Oakleigh City Band, and we are very
fortunate that the band continues even today to provide
enjoyment in our local community.
The Oakleigh City Band has provided and continues to
provide training in brass and percussion for many
young and older people, and importantly people of all
abilities. The band continues to participate in local
functions such as Anzac Day services, carols and
Australia Day functions, and it still contests state and
national brass band titles.
I am very honoured to be the patron of the Oakleigh
City Band. Bands like Oakleigh City Band and the
banding movement generally have been an important
part of our local and national history for a long time.
They give so much to their community. They are a real
asset, particularly in our local area. Community at its
best is what the brass band movement and Oakleigh
City Band are about, and I am pleased that we can
celebrate the band’s 100 years.

Auditor-General: Security of Infrastructure
Control Systems for Water and Transport
Mr O’BRIEN (Malvern) — The Auditor-General’s
report on the security of infrastructure control systems
for water and transport was tabled yesterday. It found
that due to the government’s failure to properly manage
IT security, significant Victorian infrastructure is
vulnerable to attack from cyberterrorists, malicious
hackers or others seeking to cause damage.
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The Auditor-General said:
Operator control systems for critical infrastructure are not
secure. As a result, the ongoing delivery of essential water
and transport services is at risk.

For this the Brumby government — a tired, arrogant
and incompetent government — deserves the strongest
condemnation.

Hazelwood power station: rally
Mr O’BRIEN — I understand that this Sunday will
see a Switch Off Hazelwood rally sponsored by
Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth and other such
groups. Last year’s Hazelwood rally saw violent actions
by protesters who trespassed and assaulted police. Rally
organisers are actively promoting such illegal activity
by providing testimonials from arrestees on a website,
including quotes such as:
I got arrested with three others at Hazelwood — my first ever
arrest! It was good being with friends, actually it was
hilarious; I was laughing most of the time.

This irresponsible incitement to break the law and put
Victoria’s critical electricity infrastructure at risk is
disgraceful. I call on the Brumby government to ensure
the safety of Hazelwood’s staff and facilities in the face
of these serious threats. Lawful protest has an important
place, but our critical state infrastructure must be
protected.

Victoria Hua Xin Chinese Women’s
Association
Mr STENSHOLT (Burwood) — I rise to commend
the Victoria Hua Xin Chinese Women’s Association
and their work for Chinese women in Box Hill and
more widely throughout Melbourne. It is a voluntary
community group that provides health, cultural and
recreational activities for elderly Chinese women.
Volunteers and teachers, such as Linda, organise
weekly classes — for example, in Tai Chi, singing and
English language. They help members lead productive
lives and foster a more interactive community.
I commend the work of president Lian Fang Yin,
vice-president Ling Liew, secretary Dorothy and
treasurer Sue Prior, as well as all the committee
members, volunteers and teachers. Last week the
association held its now traditional Mid-Autumn Moon
Festival celebration at which members entertained a
large crowd with excerpts from Chinese opera,
traditional Chinese dancing, special singing
performances by the women’s association choir and Tai
Chi.
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The Hua Xin women’s association has received strong
support from the Brumby Labor government and me
through the greatly expanded system of grants for local
organisations from the Victorian Multicultural
Commission, both for organisational support and for
organising festival events such as the one which was
held last week.
I commend the Victorian Multicultural Commission,
particularly for its support for the Chinese community
and for the grants it provides to organisations such as
the Hua Xin women’s association. It provides a
wonderful outlet for these organisations and ensures
that they can interact with their communities. The
organisation now has nearly 500 members. I commend
its work to the house.

Ballarat: manufacturing
Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) — It is with grave
concern that I rise to direct the attention of the house to
an alarming report that was tabled during a City of
Ballarat council meeting on 22 September entitled the
Ballarat Industry Workforce Development Strategy.
While the Premier in his constant ranting seems to be
proud of an unemployment rate in Victoria that is
higher than the national average, this report highlights
some major concerns about the future of the
manufacturing industry in Ballarat under this blinkered
and uncaring Labor government.
Manufacturing is vital to Ballarat. It is the third-largest
employer and as an industry is deserving of a major
focus by any Victorian government. Instead this report
clearly shows the neglect of the Brumby government.
Some 68 per cent of manufacturing businesses in
Ballarat said that skills shortages were a major barrier
to industry development. Is it any wonder that the
portfolio of skills and workforce participation was
removed from the Minister for Industry and Trade?
Being responsible for this decline in skills must have
been a major embarrassment for her when visiting
regional and rural manufacturers.
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option for those entering the workforce. The Brumby
government seems content to set the bar at mediocrity.
A coalition government intends to aim significantly
higher.

Bushfires: recovery
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — I take this
opportunity — my last opportunity to make a members
statement in the 56th Parliament — to say thank you to
all the people involved in bushfire recovery across the
areas impacted by the Black Saturday fires. The
generosity of spirit shown by all those working for our
communities as volunteers, contractors and staff along
with the staff of not-for-profit agencies and local, state
and federal government has been amazing.
I wish to send a key message to everybody, including
members of the government and the alternative
government, that it is deeply offensive to people
impacted by the fires to be told to ‘get over it’. It is
important that we continue to be respectful of every
individual’s needs, decisions and concerns. Recovery
and reconstruction will take a long time. Obviously the
environment has been badly impacted, and the built
environment will take a long time to recover as people
make their decisions. The economy is fragile and will
require continuing support through assistance and
stimulation to get it going through tourism packages
and event packages et cetera.
Many communities are still suffering psychologically
and socially. Some people have been able to continue
as stalwarts to date and are only now becoming
psychologically impacted. We need to realise that this
is happening, recognise it and be sensitive to it. All
government departments, be they the Department of
Human Services, education or others, need to continue
to listen to and support the needs of our communities
and to provide the resources — time, effort and
energy — for the bushfire recovery and for people into
the future for quite some time. I ask that that happen.

Courts: resources
Local Labor MPs in Ballarat have been completely and
utterly silent on the decline of the manufacturing
industry in Ballarat, expressing no concern about the
growing number of those unable to find work in their
own electorates and an unemployment rate that has
risen in some parts of Ballarat from 7.9 per cent to
8.8 per cent in only six months. With 35 per cent of
manufacturers in this report expressing major concerns
about the future prospects of their industry, it is time
that business owners and workers in Ballarat had a
government that supported them, endorsed the quality
of their work and promoted the industry as a viable

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — Last week in a media
release, the Attorney-General launched yet another
disgraceful blame-shifting attack on Victoria’s courts,
suggesting that he had done all he could do to help and
that the delays and other problems that courts face are
due to the courts’ own failures to be more efficient and
effective. Given that through the Department of Justice
the Attorney-General exercises near total control over
administrative support, IT services and facilities
provided to the courts, this is an outrageous claim.
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The annual report of the Supreme Court tabled in
Parliament yesterday makes clear that a prime cause of
delays is the increased numbers of criminal appeals
being lodged. As with the County Court annual report
tabled recently, yesterday’s annual report from the
Supreme Court identifies that poorly implemented
legislative changes by the Attorney-General are a prime
reason for the increased workload of the County Court.
This has had a flow-on effect to Supreme Court
appeals.
Another prime reason for increased court workloads
and backlogs is the growing level of violent crime in
Victoria, which the Attorney-General’s soft-on-crime
approach has allowed to spiral upwards. As the Chief
Magistrate, Ian Gray, states in the Magistrates Court
2009–10 annual report:
The court has been confronted with significant increases in
case load over the past three years, for example in the
criminal jurisdiction … The total number of finalised criminal
cases in the court has increased by 35.2 per cent …

On the other hand, it has been the Supreme Court itself
that has researched and introduced the reforms to
criminal appeals outlined in this report as well as
signing up to the International Framework for Court
Excellence with which the Attorney-General has sought
to associate himself. Rather than trying to blame
someone else for his own failures, the Attorney-General
should uphold the independence of our courts and end
his department’s interference in their operations, as an
incoming coalition government will do if elected on
27 November.

Victorian Multicultural Commission: grants
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — Our
communities are made up of people from many places
around the world, speaking many different languages
and following different religions. My electorate of
Northcote is a multicultural hub with a long-established
tradition of welcoming people from faraway places. In
particular, many Greeks and Italians moved there in the
1950s and 1960s to make a better life for themselves
and their families. They were followed by other groups,
making Northcote a vibrant, exciting place to live.
Victorian Labor has always supported and encouraged
this multicultural diversity and as part of this
encouragement the Victorian Multicultural
Commission plays an important role in supporting local
ethnic community groups. These groups, in turn, assist
their communities by providing valuable social support
for people who may otherwise be isolated and
vulnerable.
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In recent weeks I have visited local ethnic groups to see
how the multicultural grants will benefit their local
communities. I visited St Georges Greek Orthodox
Church in Thornbury, where Fr Ioannis Dangaris,
community leader George Stergiopoulos and elderly
Greeks meet on a regular basis in the church hall. They
have received $7000 to refurbish an old kitchen. This is
a great, long-awaited improvement that has delighted
the church community. The hall will continue to
provide a central hub to support all in the local
community.
I also visited Monsignor Joseph Takchi and Yolland
Bacash at the parish of Our Lady of Lebanon, which
received $2000 to support the local Maronite
community; Andy Mylonas and the Ayios Therapon
Welfare Association, which received over $10 000 for
various projects, including improvements to their
facilities; and Victor Stroumos at the Nevoliany Social
Club, which received $8000 to improve its meeting
hall. These groups and many others work hard to
provide networks and support for their communities,
and with Labor’s ongoing support I have no doubt they
will continue to do so.

Floods: infrastructure repair
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) — The Victorian
government must immediately provide additional
funding to country municipalities adversely affected by
the recent major flood events in northern Victoria. I
acknowledge the announcement by the Treasurer, John
Lenders, of the interim response package of
$10.4 million, of which $5 million will be allocated to
affected municipalities for infrastructure projects. The
flood recovery ministerial task force must immediately
and quickly provide a second funding package
recognising the infrastructure damage to municipal
facilities will take millions more than the current
allocation of $5 million.
The Rural City of Wangaratta has confirmed with me
the estimate of flood damage currently totals over
$2 million for roads, bridges, bike paths and levee bank
repairs and rectification work. However, it has been
pointed out to me that that does not include damage to
community infrastructure and costs for re-establishment
of these facilities. Separate funding will be required for
damage to Department of Sustainability and
Environment assets and rectification works for rivers
and streams within the municipality. It should be
remembered that there has been a major contribution
from the rural city during the flood crisis in support of
the services of the emergency services organisations. It
is therefore critical that local governments such as the
Rural City of Wangaratta should not have to bear the
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costs associated with the flood rectification works. I call
on the Victorian government to act quickly to
reimburse the rural city and other municipalities
throughout Victoria that have had losses from flood
damage.
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proper and open consultation with residents. The
$15 million study that has been promised by this
government must also investigate possible ways to
improve public transport and indeed ways to achieve
other financial, environmental, logistical and
community benefits which are cost effective.

UCI Road Cycling World Championships
Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — I take this opportunity
to congratulate all of those people and organisations
who, working in partnership with the Brumby Labor
government, were responsible for the absolute success
of last week’s UCI Road Cycling World
Championships in Geelong. The championships really
did put Geelong on the world stage. The TV pictures
that were beamed live into the homes of an estimated
crowd in the hundreds of millions across the world did
the City of Greater Geelong and its community proud.
The magnificent backdrop of Corio Bay, Moorabool
and Pakington streets and the hills of Highton can be
favourably compared to anywhere in the world. For
those who were blessed to be spectators, whether they
were locals or visitors, including those from overseas,
all would agree that the city really did put its best foot
forward. The festive feel of the event, the colour, the
bikes, the international flavour, the live sites, the
restaurants and cafes and the locals really topped off a
great event and a great week for Geelong.
I recognise there were some businesses which were
concerned with the event’s impact on their trading, and
I do not dismiss those concerns, but overall the event
was a real economic shot in the arm for the city of
Greater Geelong. I take this opportunity to congratulate
the UCI, Cycling Australia, the City of Greater
Geelong, all major sponsors, the state government and
hundreds of volunteers for their tremendous
commitment and contribution to what was one of the
biggest and best events the city of Greater Geelong has
ever hosted.

Bulleen: freeway link
Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) — I call on the Brumby
government to come clean on its plans for a freeway
link through Bulleen. Unlike the former member for
Ivanhoe, the current Labor candidate for Ivanhoe is
remaining silent, hoping that he does not have to justify
his stance. As the member for Bulleen my first priority
is the local residents and local environment. I will work
in partnership with local residents, the Manningham
City Council and key stakeholders to achieve the best
result for Manningham. Any proposal put forward by
this government must be assessed as to the impact it
will have on our local schools, sporting clubs, the
community and environment. Above all, there must be

Let me make it clear that I will not support an
above-ground freeway link between the Eastern
Freeway and Banyule Flats under any circumstances,
and I will not support a freeway through
environmentally sensitive areas.
The Labor government must make publicly available
all impact statements, economic statements, legal
advice, submissions and all other relevant information
relating to the construction of a tunnel through the cities
of Banyule and Manningham to enable proper and open
consultation with the local community. Any support
must depend on whether local residents and the local
environment benefit from any proposal. Residents and
the environment must come first.

Templestowe College: funding
Mr KOTSIRAS — I call on the Brumby
government to provide funds to Templestowe College
to refurbish — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Munt) — Order!
The member’s time has expired.

Betty Allen
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — Ms Betty Allen is a
leading public tenant in my community who is facing
very serious health issues at the moment. Betty moved
into the then newly opened housing commission estate
in Mills Street, Middle Park, in 1985. Since that time
Ms Allen has not only been a leading voice for public
tenants rights in that estate but has also built a
reputation as a leader in the entire community. Always
polite but forceful, always mild but tough, Betty is a
champion for her community. Demanding the highest
standards from the Office of Housing in the treatment
of her fellow residents, which she herself has displayed,
she has proved to be a tireless and fearless campaigner
for decency, respect and recognition of the rights of
public tenants to safe, affordable and secure housing.
It should be clearly known that the Mills
Street-Ashworth Street estate, of which she is one of the
longest serving residents, is now considered to be the
most desirable and sought after public housing estate in
Melbourne largely through the efforts of Betty and her
fellow residents. We wish her well in the very serious
health issues she is currently confronting.
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Member for Albert Park: Webb Dock spelling
Mr FOLEY — I also take the opportunity, in
response to the notice of motion given yesterday by the
member for South-West Coast, to say that there might
only have been one ‘b’ in the Webb Dock documents I
put out because at Webb Dock and on Williamstown
Road we do not like double Bs!

Floods: infrastructure repair
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — I rise to bring to the
attention of this house an anomaly that has been
exposed in the government’s flood recovery funding
scheme. An Undera farmer who spent $8500 of his own
money to urgently rebuild a faltering levee bank on the
Goulburn River and prevent the inundation of
20 properties and up to 12 homes has been refused
financial compensation from the government under its
flood recovery fund. The farmer has been told that
because he did the work prior to the floodwaters
arriving he is not eligible for compensation. This is
despite the fact that had he not acted so quickly the
flood damage bill to the government would have been
far in excess of the $8500 he had to pay private
contractors to rebuild the levee bank.
The farmer had been protesting to authorities for the
past decade about the condition of the levee bank, and
in the days leading up to the flooding he approached
both local government authorities and the catchment
management authority for help but was turned away.
He then acted to protect his property and those of his
neighbours and was successful in doing so. He
understandably felt he would be compensated for the
work and was heartened to hear of the government’s
flood recovery packages. However he was left angry,
frustrated and very much out of pocket when he was
told by an official on the government help line that he
would receive no funding simply because he had been
proactive rather than waiting for the inevitable disaster
to occur.
The government’s steadfast refusal to indicate whose
responsibility it is to maintain levee banks, coupled
with this mean-fisted approach to compensation for
people who are genuinely trying to do the right thing,
sends a very disturbing message to rural Victoria.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Munt) — Order!
The member’s time has expired.

Rail: Manor Lakes
Mr EREN (Lara) — Last week I was proud to join
the Minister for Public Transport and the Minister for
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Roads and Ports and Minister for Major Projects at the
announcement of some fantastic news regarding the
regional rail link project in the Wyndham Vale and
Werribee area. As members would be aware, in the past
I have tabled a petition from the Manor Lakes
Residents Association regarding the rail alignment
through Manor Lakes. I have also presented an
adjournment matter on the same issue, asking the
minister to investigate the feasibility of having a full
cutting through the corridor so as not to divide the
community. It was fantastic news for the community
when the Minister for Public Transport announced that
Manor Lakes would receive a full-depth cutting from
Lollypop Creek to Ballan Road, and the proposal has
been applauded by all.
As a result of the provision of this cutting, which will
be up to 8 metres in depth, the community will not feel
disconnected or divided by a railway line. It will also
remove the need to acquire land from a local school.
Obviously this was seen as fantastic by the local school
community. This very important $4.3 billion dollar
project will provide vital rail infrastructure and bring
benefits to not only western Melbourne but also
regional Victoria. I have advocated strongly for this
cutting on behalf of those in my electorate, and I am
pleased we have reached a result that has been
welcomed by all involved. It is clear that the Brumby
Labor government has listened very carefully to the
views of those in Wyndham Vale and the vision they
have for their community.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
Minister for Public Transport for his time and
dedication in listening to this community’s concerns
and for delivering this fantastic outcome for people of
Wyndham Vale.

Government: performance
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — This government’s
mismanagement of the record amount of moneys that
have been pouring into its coffers for the past 11 years
is appalling. What better example of its lack of service
delivery and its mismanagement of taxpayer funds is
there than one of its own candidates, Peter Harris, in the
first mail piece of his election campaign, saying he will
‘advocate’ for access to better health services and
‘advocate’ for improved public transport, better schools
and more police to keep our streets safe. He is
obviously so embarrassed by the lack of state
government services in Evelyn that he cannot make any
claims about what this Labor government has done or
provided to improve services in Evelyn.
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The cost of living has soared under this government,
and according to a three-page article in today’s Herald
Sun Victorians are paying $900 a year more for
electricity, water and gas compared to five years ago.
To pay for this government’s mismanagement of
Victorian taxpayers’ money those services will rise by
hundreds of dollars next year. May God help anyone on
a pension, families with a single income or large
families who are trying to achieve a decent standard of
living in Victoria, because this Labor government
certainly will not.

Parliament: staff
Mrs FYFFE — I would like to spend the next few
seconds thanking the staff of the Parliament who work
tirelessly in the background to help us — the attendants,
the library staff and especially the staff of Hansard, who
turn my convoluted and mispronounced words into
something that reads sensibly.

Sangam Community Association
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I am thrilled to have
the opportunity to rise to pay tribute to the Sangam
Community Association and also to acknowledge the
hardworking president of the association, Gurpreet
Singh Tuteja, its committee and all of its members.
The Sangam Community Association is a not-for-profit
organisation that promotes heritage, culture and
tradition. Year after year Sangam hosts some incredibly
exciting and creative events. From Diwali Mela to
multicultural dances, it brings together the community
to celebrate heritage, culture and tradition. This year
Sangam will undertake its most ambitious event ever,
Dandiya, which means Western Indian dance with the
sticks. The event will celebrate the Indian festival of
Navratri. Such an event has never been hosted in the
western suburbs, and I will be honoured to attend it.
I would also like to acknowledge the importance of the
Indian community to Melbourne’s west. The Indian
community gives an incredible amount to our local
civic and business life. It is a community that, across
several generations, has played and will continue to
play an important role in the ongoing transformation of
the economic, social and cultural life of Melbourne’s
west. It is with much anticipation that I look forward to
celebrating Navratri with the Sangam Community
Association, and I congratulate it on organising what I
feel confident will be a wonderful event.
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Planning: Boroondara
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — The Brumby
government has made detrimental changes to planning
laws that will allow high-rise developments anywhere
in Boroondara along every train, tram and local bus
route. With its typical blind-eye approach the Minister
for Planning approved these planning changes on the
sly, without fanfare, on the day of the Brownlow
Medal.
According to the planning minister’s changes there is
now a green light for high-rise development along
every transport route and neighbourhood activity centre
in Boroondara. There are some 48 activity centres
planned for Boroondara, and to this we can add major
transport routes, including local bus routes, which are
now subject to overdevelopment. The government has
not even done any employment, transport or mobility
strategies, despite the fact that high-density
development will completely change the suburban
landscape in Boroondara. The main thoroughfares of
Boroondara have the potential to become canyons of
high-rise towers and adversely affect local amenity and
congestion on our local roads. Traffic chaos will be the
product of this failed and outrageous policy. It will also
severely reduce the livability of Boroondara.
Unbelievably, the Minister for Planning said the
changes mean nothing, everything will remain the
same. If that is the case as the minister has stated it, it is
just another lie from the Brumby Labor government,
which believes it can do and say anything it wants.

Breast cancer: Diamond Creek events
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is with great pleasure
that I pay tribute to the fantastic women who organised
the sixth annual Diamond Creek Girls Night In, held
last Saturday. They raised more than $10 000 in support
of breast cancer awareness to be shared equally
between the Breast Cancer Network Australia and that
fantastic local group, 4Cs — chicks with cancer who
coffee and chat. This great group supports local women
who are being treated for this insidious disease. This
month I am celebrating because my own mother is a
survivor of breast cancer and it is now four years that
she has been cancer free.
Last Saturday night was wonderful, dancing along to
Diamond Creek’s favourite chanteuse Gina with
hundreds of other women all dressed in pink, eating
pink food and drinking pink drinks. I thank the
outstanding women who worked tirelessly to organise
the fun-filled event: Desiree Pain, also known as Miss
Candy Floss, Dawn McDonnell, Sherrilyn Ballard,
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Michelle Chubb, Michelle Molinaro and many others.
And thanks again to Felicity Simpson for allowing me
to lead the singing of our anthem I Am Woman with
her. I thank Davina and Gill from that beautiful store
Gigliola, who allowed me and nine other woman to
strut the catwalk in its beautiful gear. It was a great
night. Thanks again, the fantastic women of Diamond
Creek.
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legislation is developed to implement the remaining
recommendations made by the law reform commission.
The amendments in this legislation, while important,
are largely directed towards clarifying the operation of
the bail system rather than making significant changes
to it. Having said that, the changes and modernisations
that this legislation brings about are considerable and
important nonetheless. In particular, the ways in which
conditions of bail will be set by bail justices and by the
courts are being clarified so that they better reflect the
way decision-makers impose conditions of bail.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 October; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).
Mr LUPTON (Prahran) — I am pleased to make
some comments in the house in support of the Bail
Amendment Bill 2010. The context for this piece of
legislation was a referral to the Victorian Law Reform
Commission by the Attorney-General. The
Attorney-General asked the VLRC to review the Bail
Act and its practical operation to ensure that the act was
consistent with the overall objectives of the criminal
justice system. In our criminal justice system the
operation of bail is an important and integral part of
criminal law. It is important that we strike the right
balance between the safety of the community and the
rights of the community, and that we protect the
community from potential wrongdoers while also
understanding the important principle that people who
are charged with offences are presumed innocent until
proven guilty. The operation of the bail system is
central to resolving and keeping that important balance.
The Bail Act has been in operation in its current form
for a considerable number of years. We have
undertaken this appropriate process to look at its
operation and seek to modernise and clarify its
operation where appropriate. The Victorian Law
Reform Commission has undertaken that review and
has reported back to the government. It made
157 recommendations for procedural, administrative
and legislative changes to ensure that the bail system
functions simply, clearly and fairly. In this legislation
before the house the government is implementing 40 of
those 157 recommendations.
The government has accepted the recommendations of
the law reform commission, but a significant number of
the recommendations require complex legislative and
other changes. It was thought appropriate that the
simpler recommendations able to be achieved quickly
would be best dealt with in this legislation while further

A key feature of new section 5 in the Bail Act is
changing the order in which decision-makers must
consider bail conditions. All conditions must be
imposed to reduce the likelihood that an accused person
will fail to attend court or will commit offences,
endanger the safety or welfare of the public, interfere
with witnesses or otherwise obstruct the course of
justice. It is therefore important that the first things the
court must consider are those that will reduce the
likelihood of accused persons doing any of those
things — failing to attend court, committing offences,
endangering the public et cetera. The way in which
decision-makers will go about that important task will
be by putting the safety of the community and the need
for people to attend court as ordered at the top of the list
of considerations that the court will bear in mind. I
think that is important.
After those matters are considered the court will look at
ensuring that the conditions imposed are no more
onerous than is required to achieve the purposes I have
just been speaking about. The court will then make sure
that it tries to strike the right balance between achieving
those public safety and criminal law purposes in a way
that is no more onerous than is required. That, in
essence, sets out the balancing act I referred to a little
while ago. The bill also provides for decision-makers to
consider the conditions they may impose when
assessing whether an accused would pose an
unacceptable risk if granted bail, and that is a very
important consideration. Those are the ways in which
some of the provisions in the Bail Act will
consequentially be changed.
The bill goes on to deal with further bail applications,
applications to vary conditions or to revoke bail and
appeals by the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP)
when a court refuses to revoke bail. In general the new
legislation will clarify or codify the current law and not
make substantial changes to it. Where it does make
changes will be in two particular respects: firstly, an
accused whose bail was refused or revoked by a bail
justice will be able to make a further bail application to
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a court without having to establish that new facts or
circumstances have arisen; and secondly, bail-related
applications after the completion of a committal hearing
are to be made to the relevant higher court.
The bill will also allow the Director of Public
Prosecutions to appeal to the Supreme Court against a
decision to grant bail. The amendments related to that
matter clarify that the Supreme Court’s consideration of
bail after setting aside an original order is a fresh
hearing. They also codify the right of an accused person
and clarify the right of the DPP to appeal a decision of a
single judge of the Supreme Court to the Court of
Appeal.
The operation of the bail system in Victoria is
essentially dealt with in two different arenas. Bail
applications and orders can be made by a relevant
court; or in after-hours circumstances they can be made
by bail justices. Bail justices deal with after-hours bail
applications and other interim accommodation order
applications in relation to young people, the bill amends
the Magistrates’ Court Act to create a new legislative
framework for the bail justice system.
The key features of that new system include provisions
that the Secretary of the Department of Justice will
administer the bail justice system, including being able
to direct bail justices to training and to issue guidelines.
The Attorney-General will appoint bail justices for
five-year fixed terms with the potential for
reappointment up to the age of 70, when they must
retire — and of course that is the retirement age for the
judiciary. The Attorney-General may appoint acting
bail justices for a 12-month period with the potential for
reappointment up to the age of 75, and I suppose that is
akin to the provisions that we have in relation to the
acting justices system. A code of conduct will be
enacted, and the secretary will be able to suspend bail
justices in certain circumstances.
We can see this amending legislation implements 40 of
the 157 recommendations of the Victorian Law Reform
Commission in relation to the modernisation and
clarification of the bail system in Victoria. I believe this
legislation does effectively clarify the law in a number
of important respects. It modernises the law
appropriately and strikes the right balance in the bail
system. For those reasons I commend this legislation to
the house.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — The Bail
Amendment Bill 2010 has a number of main
provisions. It effectively amends the Bail Act 1977 to
make a number of drafting and minor changes relating
to conditions of bail sureties and deposits, variation of
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bail, revocation of bail and further bail applications and
appeals. It provides that a bail justice can remand a
person in custody for a maximum of two working days,
which contrasts with the present period of eight
working days. It abolishes a common-law right of
surety to arrest a person for whom they are surety, for
example, if they fear the person will breach bail.
The bill also amends the Bail Act to require a
decision-maker to take into account any issues that arise
due to the Aboriginality of a person when making a
determination under the act in relation to that person.
An opposition amendment in relation to that particular
clause has been mooted. I also note that some of the
special provisions that relate to Aboriginality would
have their origin in the report into Aboriginal deaths in
custody, where a number of recommendations were
made to take clear action around Australia to minimise
the mortality rate of indigenous Australians while they
are held in custody, and I note the background to that
report and those provisions.
The opposition has a number of concerns in relation to
the failure to act on many of the recommendations of
the Victorian Law Reform Commission report on bail,
including the provisions making clear what conditions
can be imposed on bail such as reimbursement, better
training for bail justices, better provision of information
to victims and improved records of prior offender
history.
Another area of concern relates to shortening of length
of remand permitted by bail justices, noting that many
bail justices are highly experienced individuals of
competence and high purpose who would be equipped
to make wise judgements. Another area covered by the
amendments in this bill relates to the terms of
appointment and the professional development
frameworks for the role of bail justices.
The opposition has consulted widely on the bill and has
received comments on it from a range of different
organisations. I would just like to draw attention to a
couple of provisions of the Bail Amendment Bill.
Proposed new section 5(3) provides:
A court considering the release of an accused on bail may
only impose a condition in order to reduce the likelihood that
the accused may —
(a) fail to attend in accordance with his or her bail and
surrender into custody at the time and place of the
hearing or trial; or
(b) commit an offence while on bail; or
(c) endanger the safety or welfare of members of the public;
or
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(d) interfere with witnesses or otherwise obstruct the course
of justice in any matter before the court.

The issue of failing to attend or having committed an
offence while on bail has been highlighted in the media.
I note from the Herald Sun of 18 August 2010 a report
about a person who was serving two suspended
sentences and was on a community-based order for
previous graffiti attacks when he committed a further
26 tagging offences. People involved in graffiti attacks
are described by one social commentator as blockhead
recidivists who are vandalising community assets and
need the full force of the law applied against them. In
many cases this particular fellow had contributed to
thousands of dollars worth of damage to community
infrastructure, and it is a matter of major concern that
he offended while he was on bail.
Another example is reported in the Australian of
5 April this year:
A man who decapitated a woman and cut off her fingers, and
who is charged with conspiring to murder a friend of
underworld identity … is on the run after failing to turn up at
court.

It reports this fellow had been on the run since
1 February, and two months after he had failed to
appear in the Melbourne Magistrates Court as one of
three men charged with conspiring to murder a
businessman, it was public news that he had absconded
while on bail. Noting the background of this particular
fellow, it is surprising that tighter bail conditions were
not applied that might have enabled him to turn up to
court. There are cases like this that might require
review in the public interest. One of the obligations that
a court must consider in taking into account the release
of an accused on bail is that they might attend at court,
and clearly in that case that did not happen.
There are some other concerns in relation to the bill that
have been raised by the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee. It noted it is report, Alert
Digest no. 12, at page 2:
The committee notes that clause 8, substituting existing
section 5, permits a condition to be imposed on bail ‘in order
to reduce the likelihood that the accused may:
(a) fail to attend in accordance with his or her bail and
surrender into custody at the time and place of the
hearing or trial; or
(b) commit an offence while on bail; or
(c) endanger the safety or welfare of members of the
public; or
(d) interfere with witnesses or otherwise obstruct the
course of justice in any matter before the court.
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It is noted:
The last three purposes go beyond those permitted by charter
section 21(6), which provides that ‘A person awaiting trial
must not be automatically detained in custody, but his or her
release may be subject to guarantees to attend for trial’.

There are a number of balances to be achieved, but in
the examples that I have earlier quoted there has been a
failure within the judicial process to achieve appropriate
outcomes.
I would like to raise another comment as well. The
committee noted:
… clause 15, inserting a new section 18AD, requires the
dismissal of every application to vary bail conditions unless
the court or bail justice finds that a variation is ‘reasonable …
having regard to all the circumstances’.

The committee was concerned about whether this term
was too wide, in contrast to provisions in other
contexts.
The bill contains a number of provisions in relation to
bail justices which have the objective of upskilling their
work. There has been long-running debate in Victoria
about the role of justices of the peace and bail justices,
particularly where their roles have been minimised
within the court process. While it is wise to make
appropriate use of skilled personnel, which can be
done, I think that justices of the peace (JPs) and bail
justices do have a legitimate role in the community in
the longer term. People who are appointed as JPs and
bail justices have a high level of expertise arising out of
their community life, and consideration is given to their
background and expertise. Another factor by virtue of
their role within the justice system is that they are a
cost-effective community resource. State resources that
might otherwise be spent on paying lawyers or other
members of the community to fulfil a number of these
roles in varying capacities can be deployed in other
areas of community need, of which there are many.
I note that in an area adjoining my electorate a person
set up a reading recovery program in the local school.
Her concern was about the breakdown of technical
education in Victoria which happened in the late 1980s,
when technical schools were abolished. That meant
there was a lack of educational pathways for many
Victorians, particularly those who would not otherwise
pursue an educational journey. Some might have
suffered an inability to read or write correctly and
therefore to have had to sit in a classroom at the age of
13 or 14 when they did not understand what was going
on would have been burdensome for them. The
opportunity for an educational pathway that provided
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opportunities for them to develop their manual skills
was highly valued.
It is of concern that people who have not been able to
continue their education may have fallen into the
criminal justice system. There are examples described
in the media of people who have not had good
educational opportunities, whose lives have not been
productive and who have come before the courts and
required the consideration of bail justices. I think it is
important that educational pathways in this state be
redeveloped to provide good opportunities in technical
education.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — I would like to
speak on this motion, as I oppose it. As members will
be aware, there are proposed amendments to this bill. If
you look at the speaker lists provided, you will see that
the number of speakers from both sides has been
exhausted. In my view, it is short-circuiting the
democratic process of this place.
When members of Parliament put forward on behalf of
their constituents amendments to pieces of legislation,
we should have the opportunity to debate those
amendments. In this case they are fairly simple
amendments and they would not take up much of the
house’s time. The legislation has been through the
Legislative Council already; it has come via a different
route. The amendments I have proposed come from
extensive work by John Fox, who is a bail justice and
has consulted widely with his networks to come up
with what he believes is an improvement to the
legislation. In my view the bill should not be adjourned,
and we should have the opportunity to debate in this
Parliament the amendments that are being put forward.
I will be opposing this motion.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 42
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Foley, Mr
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Hardman, Mr

Kairouz, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lobato, Ms
Lupton, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Marshall, Ms
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Noonan, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms

Harkness, Dr
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Holding, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
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Robinson, Mr
Scott, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 28
Asher, Ms
Blackwood, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Hodgett, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Morris, Mr
Mulder, Mr

Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr K.
Smith, Mr R.
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Debate adjourned until later this day.

TOURIST AND HERITAGE RAILWAYS
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 October; motion of
Mr PALLAS (Minister for Roads and Ports).
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — Victorian
tourist railways represent a wonderful resource and
asset to future generations in Victoria. If one had a look
at a map of the railways traversing the state at the end
of the 19th century, one would see that almost every
country town was linked by a railway route or
connection. In recent decades some of those
connections have been turned into tourist bike trails and
walking trails, which have provided great recreational
resource opportunities for both secondary students and
senior Victorians who have taken the time and the
opportunity to benefit from the work of yesteryear.
The bill before the house has a range of practical
objectives. One is to aggregate a list of our tourist and
heritage railway resources; the second is to provide an
improved infrastructure scheme. Great work has been
undertaken across Victoria by many heritage railway
groups. My own travel on heritage railways has been
somewhat limited: Puffing Billy in past years and the
Queenscliff railway. One can but marvel at the
volunteer hours that people have contributed to heritage
rail assets.
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I have a number of constituents who have contributed
directly to the work on Puffing Billy or over at the
Newport rail workshops on some of the restoration
programs. A number of years ago the Rotary Club of
Sandringham arranged for a steam train to conduct a
number of journeys along the Sandringham rail line.
Thousands and thousands of people took the
opportunity to travel on the steam train to Sandringham.
It raised money for charity and was quite a marvel to
behold.
There are a number of other heritage assets in Victoria
as well. Rail enthusiasts, of which there are a large
number, some of whom work in this building, would
have a good understanding of how rail bridges, railway
stations, railway engines and even ticketing systems are
a matter of keen personal interest. There is a business,
Brunel Hobbies, which operates out of Station Road,
Cheltenham, and has a range of model rail products.
The proprietors, who are real aficionados, have a great
knowledge of model railways and the correlations
between model railways and the heritage assets we
have in Victoria.
Also in my electorate is another group, the Friends of
Mentone Station and Gardens, which has done a
wonderful, extraordinary job in seeking to both
recognise and preserve the railway heritage that exists
in Mentone. I remember it was only eight years ago,
around this time of the year, that there was the proposal
by the then Minister for Transport, the member for
Thomastown, who is not in the chamber at the moment,
to convert the Mentone station gardens into a bus
exchange. However, there was strong community
grassroots support for the merits of preserving that
particular area for posterity. A public meeting was held
in the gardens, and the indefensible position held by the
then transport minister was overturned and the gardens
have been given heritage classification and status.
There have been some strong prime movers in the local
community who contributed to that good work: Garry
Spencer, a former member of the Australian army, did a
great job in helping to coordinate the efforts, together
with Dorothy Booth, a well-known Mentone identity
and community contributor. The varying programs and
projects that the Friends of Mentone Station and
Gardens have developed over the last eight years have
been quite extraordinary in maintaining the gardens,
gaining heritage status for the station, conducting
regular working bees, developing a mural created by
local students that has been broadly graffiti free and
monitoring the incidence of graffiti.
In reference to a previous bill before the chamber, there
was a person who committed a range of offences while
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on bail; some of those offences, either before breaching
his bail conditions or after, were committed in the
precinct of Mentone and on the Frankston railway line.
Due to the good work of Garry Spencer, Dorothy Booth
and the Friends of Mentone Station and Gardens
considerable vigilance has been applied to the
protection of the railway assets and maintaining the
visual integrity of that particular precinct. Graffiti does
hurt the soul of the community. These local people had
done an extraordinary job in liaising with the local
authorities, the rail operator, the station staff and the
local police. A pattern had been established of where
graffiti was more likely to occur. A special task force
was set up by the local police, and graffiti artists were
apprehended while caught in the act of painting graffiti
and thereby defacing rail infrastructure and community
infrastructure. People were apprehended while
committing over 100 offences. The incidence of graffiti
artists operating in the Mentone area has diminished in
recent times.
When people respect their heritage — in this case it is
their railway heritage — respect the merit of
community infrastructure and contribute as volunteers,
good things can be accomplished. The bill before the
house, the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill, goes
some way towards respecting our past heritage and
providing a framework to move it forward by the
establishment of a register.
The second issue I would like to comment on in regard
to this bill relates to insurance aspects. I trust that it
would be easier for those voluntary operators to
improve their insurance possibilities, but the opposition
also notes that there is a concern in relation to the
insurance arrangements. Those arrangements have been
ad hoc in the past, and arrangements will reflect
insurance requirements that will be determined by the
advisory group and via regulation. At this stage there is
some uncertainty as to whether there will be individual
insurance arrangements or industry-wide coverage. If it
is an industry-wide form of coverage, the allocation of
the premium could be difficult. It is important that
things be made easy and straightforward for volunteers
so that their volunteer labour time is not spent in red
tape and bureaucracy. The associations incorporation
legislation of yesteryear has provided a wonderful
vehicle for voluntary organisations to associate and
move their objectives forward. I trust that this particular
bill, the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill, will make
it easier for volunteer groups to embark upon their
work.
In addition to the Mentone station and gardens there are
other examples of tourist and heritage architecture
within my electorate. The Sandringham railway station
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has a distinctive style with some very important
features. There are a number of bridges on the
Sandringham railway line as you go towards the city
that are distinctive and are intermittently graffiti-free. It
is unfortunate that the current government has been soft
on graffitists. It has had a double-minded approach to
graffiti. While on the one hand the police have had a
zero-tolerance approach, the Department of Justice has
at times sponsored graffiti development for some
community buildings. It has escaped my understanding
how you can have this double-minded approach
between the two.
The Highett railway station has been subject to some
more vicious graffiti attacks over the years and the
railway operators and respective councils have not been
successful in minimising the level of graffiti in a
particular area. I think it is a great shame, and I advise
the bayside community that if a Liberal government
were to be returned at the next election the level of
graffiti would certainly be attacked on a much more
aggressive basis rather than a bureaucratic basis ad hoc
basis, which has not seen the problem properly
addressed over the last eight or nine years in Victoria.
As I said before, graffiti hurts the soul of a community.
As people go about their daily lives, the fact that graffiti
tags remain intact on buildings, having not been
properly removed, has an impact on the spirit and
wellbeing of members of local communities.
Nevertheless the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill
goes some way towards supporting the work of many
outstanding volunteer groups in Victoria and certainly
in the Sandringham electorate.
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — It is with great pleasure
and enthusiasm that I rise to speak on the Tourist and
Heritage Railways Bill 2010. The bill has quite a
simple objective, and that is to provide for the viability
and sustainability of the tourist and heritage railway
sector. When we think of tourist and heritage railways
we immediately think of steam trains; there is no
divorcing the two of them. We also think of the many
hours of pleasure that steam trains and tourist and
heritage railways have given to people. I am one of
those people that has indulged in the pleasure of steam
rail travel. I would like to tell the house about that
experience, which took place on both 27 and 30 May
this year, when the wonderful carriage 7A, which was
reputed to be a hauler for Puffing Billy, was given
special clearance to do a run on the Walhalla–Happy
Creek–Thomson line and then return. My husband and
I went on that train. We went to Walhalla and Happy
Creek. We stopped off at Thomson and indulged in tea
and scones provided by one of the local groups and
then went back to Walhalla. There were hundreds of
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enthusiasts lining the route who knew every detail
about that train. I have to say their knowledge of the
hauler was just amazing.
The train last ran in Walhalla in 1936, when the line
was closed for some time. But the line has reopened,
and it now continues as a tourism operation. It carries
about 30 000 people a year. Not all are carried on the
hauler known as 7A, but the line carries about
30 000 people a year. Towards the end of its operation
as a working railway the line carried approximately
1000 people per annum.
Now, after appearing on the Walhalla line, 7A, as the
hauler is known, has gone in for full reconstruction and
restoration. Railway enthusiasts have told me that the
insurance that had to be paid to get the 7A down to
Walhalla from the Puffing Billy line was many
hundreds of thousands of dollars. That cost
demonstrates to members that we need to provide for
the viability and sustainability of the tourist and
heritage railway sector, because covering that cost is
beyond the scope of the many groups of enthusiasts
who participate.
This bill does not apply to the Puffing Billy railway,
and I understand that all parties agreed on this
exclusion. A couple of other worthy railway lines on
which steam trains run are worthy of mention in the
house, one being the Bellarine line, which I am sure
other members will talk about. I will not go into the
details because there are others who are more
knowledgeable about that line than I am. However, let
me say that I have been on that train, and it would be
very sad to see it close down, as the Kingston Flyer in
Queenstown, New Zealand has been closed down. The
Kingston Flyer company recently went into
receivership, which is a sad event, and to see the train
sitting on a siding is a very sad sight indeed. When we
think of steam trains we all think of the wonderful
romance of the Orient Express. Agatha Christie began
Murder on the Orient Express while staying at the
Baron Hotel in Aleppo in Syria, and continued to write
her novel while touring across the country.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms BEATTIE — Other members are tempting me
to talk about Thomas the Tank Engine, but I know they
are not serious in their exhortations, because our tourist
and heritage railways are far more important, as are the
bridges and the beautiful countryside they cross. The
countryside around Walhalla, Happy Creek and
Thomson is some of the most beautiful and pristine
countryside I have ever seen.
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This is a terrific bill. The asset register will facilitate a
review of existing insurance arrangements, which I
have spoken about in relation to the state-owned tourist
and heritage rail assets. I might also mention a steam
society within my electorate, the Tullamarine Live
Steam Society, which runs miniature steam trains.
Many people ride around on those miniature steam
trains, and they give children many hours of pleasure.
Some years ago the society was the recipient of a grant
from the then minister for sport, the Honourable Justin
Madden. I was delegated to go to the opening trip. It
would have been a treat to see the angular frame of the
minister sitting on one of those little steam trains, but I
suggest to the house that it was far more appropriate for
me to attend that launch.
With those few words and those few reflections on my
personal experiences with steam, I commend the bill to
the house. I also commend the many volunteers who
work on these trains for their own pleasure. Their work
is amazing.
I have another reflection I will advance to the house.
My reflection is not about trains but about aircraft. A
friend of mine was working on a P-51 Mustang fighter.
I said to him, ‘It must give you great pleasure to fly in
it’. He said, ‘No, I have never flown in it; my greatest
pleasure is to see it come back not spilling oil and being
pristine’. I have mentioned just a few of the hobbies
that give people many hours of pleasure, and through
their work give many hours of pleasure to others. I
know that many people want to make personal
reflections in their contributions to the debate so I will
conclude. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise and speak on the Tourist and Heritage
Railways Bill. At least I think that is what we are
speaking about, are we not, after hearing the member
for Yuroke?
The purpose of the bill is to provide a regulatory
framework for tourist and heritage railway operators.
Whilst I will not indulge in speaking about Thomas the
Tank Engine or some of those other matters alluded to
by the member for Yuroke, I will take up her point and
endorse the support for volunteer organisations that
manage and operate tourist and heritage railways across
Victoria. We know how important not only those
groups but those assets are to many communities,
particularly those in regional Victoria. As with other
volunteer organisations, this Parliament should
continue to support volunteer railway groups into the
future.
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There are a number of provisions in this particular piece
of legislation, and I will deal with them as I move
forward. I also take this opportunity to commend the
member for Polwarth on his extensive and concise
contribution to this debate. The member for Polwarth
said that volunteer organisations associated with tourist
and heritage railways were seeking additional support
for their future viability and the operations of these
particularly important assets of Victoria. In part this
legislation establishes a register of tourist and heritage
railway assets in Victoria. Of note is the exclusion of
static displays. The member for Polwarth articulated his
concerns about this exclusion and expressed concern
and curiosity about that because these volunteer
organisations that maintain those displays put in an
enormous amount of work and undertake the same
duties, so from that perspective it is somewhat curious
that they are excluded from this legislation.
The bill also seeks to improve land tenure, revokes old
leases and establishes new leases for operators, along
with the allocation and preservation of state assets
under the control of operators. This bill seeks to provide
the certainty that operators and volunteer organisations
need to continue their operations into the future. Part of
the bill provides for community leases, the cost of
which is set at $104 per annum. I am very supportive of
that provision and of the time, effort, commitment and
dedication that many of these organisations put in to
provide such a vital service and tourism destinations on
behalf of many communities. It is extremely important
that that activity is supported by government, and I
think $104 per annum is a fair deal with respect to that.
As we know, with many volunteer groups it is not only
time and effort that they put in; there is an enormous
in-kind contribution they make in maintaining and
upgrading equipment and so forth. It would be
interesting to know what the contribution of volunteer
organisations across many of our great assets in country
Victoria is in a monetary sense in real terms. Of course
the community benefits in addition to that contribution
are quite enormous.
From a Gippsland perspective, we have the Walhalla
Goldfields Railway. Whilst not in the Morwell
electorate, it is a significant icon for the Gippsland
region. Those associated with the committee of the
Walhalla Goldfields Railway do a fantastic job. I know
Michael Leaney from Walhalla in particular is a
passionate person in that area. They do it so well. The
visitor numbers for those jumping on the railway up
there have been enormous, particularly in springtime
and summertime. It is enormously rewarding to see so
many people associated with that.
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Also in the Latrobe Valley we have the heritage park at
Moe known as Old Gippstown. Manager Michael
Fozzard has done a terrific job there. They do have
some challenges at the park, which have been brought
to the Parliament. Within that precinct they also have
some very strong heritage attractions and assets
associated with railways. That is one of those
organisations I referred to earlier that have static
displays.
Going back to the Walhalla Goldfields Railway and the
events I referred to earlier, if you look at the railway’s
website you will see it has a Jazz on Track event
coming up in November. I am sure that will be very
successful. That example highlights the importance of
such heritage railways in Gippsland and across the
whole of Victoria.
In Traralgon we have a miniature railway. Again, like
the Walhalla Goldfields Railway, it serves an important
community service. The number of visitors to these
assets is enormous. When they operate the miniature
railway — I think it is once a month — enormous
numbers of people, not only from the local community
but from outside the region, come and participate. I
commend the Gippsland Model Engineering Society on
the work it does in attracting visitors.
The protection and operation of our tourist and heritage
railways are important, because they are extremely
important assets for Victoria and for many regional
communities in particular. The bill talks about a
number of different railways. Over in South Gippsland
at Korumburra we also have the South Gippsland
Tourist Railway, which is another important operation
for that particular area.
The member for Polwarth in his contribution raised
some concerns about the insurance aspects and
operations of the legislation before us. He made some
comments around uncertainty about how the insurance
arrangements are going to be arrived at. There might be
some form of negotiated insurance arrangements
provided under the register. He also raised the question
of how you apportion the cost of the insurance across
operators. As we know, public liability insurance and
insurance of assets is an important point. That needs to
be addressed, and some certainty for operators around
that issue needs to be provided in the legislation.
As I said earlier, it is vitally important that operators
and volunteer organisations have some certainty
moving forward with their operations. I believe this
legislation provides that. There are some concerns
about the insurance arrangements with respect to the
lease arrangements, and the bill provides some certainty
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in relation to that. We should be doing all we can as a
Parliament to ensure that we continue to enable these
organisations to operate as best they can. We should be
providing appropriate and adequate support to ensure
that they continue the great work they do on behalf of
our communities across Victoria. As I say, I can speak
from a local perspective with respect to the Walhalla
Goldfields Railway and the miniature railway in
Newman Park, which are examples of the great work
that has been done by some of those organisations.
In terms of railway assets themselves, as we know,
where some of the railways have gone out of operation
across the state we now have rail trails. One of those
which I take the opportunity to speak about briefly is
the Gippsland Plains rail trail. Much like the tourist and
heritage railways, these have an important function for
many regional communities. It is certainly my desire
and that of the vast majority of our local community to
see that rail trail completed. A stretch of that rail trail
between Traralgon and Cowwarr is not complete and
needs quite a bit of work. It has been impacted by
floods over recent years. I think that would be an
important asset for our community. In conclusion, on
the bill itself, the coalition supports it.
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) — I too rise
to support the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill 2010.
Not belatedly but enthusiastically, I say to the minister
at the table, I rise to support this bill. Indeed my
contribution will be relatively short because of the
enthusiasm that members are showing for this bill. I do
not think there would be a member who has not been
on a tourist railway, whether in their own electorate or
in other parts of the state or the country. I know the bill
does not relate to Puffing Billy, but almost every
member either knows of Puffing Billy or has been on
Puffing Billy. Indeed, I have been on Puffing Billy —
with my late grandmother when I was a young fella
from Warrnambool. It is a wonderful asset to the
tourism infrastructure of Victoria. I remember being on
Puffing Billy as a country boy.
Members have sung the praises of tourist railways as
significant tourist attractions. Further, most of these are
run by voluntary groups. They are essential to their
communities in terms of capacity building, community
building and being a focus for people who have a
passion about railways. There is one down near my
patch, although it is in the area of the member for
Bellarine, who is very enthusiastic about the Bellarine
tourist railway. That significant tourist attraction starts
in Drysdale, and it has some jazz and dinner event
services, particularly during the warmer months, from
now until March. These add to what is a significant
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attraction for the Bellarine Peninsula and for Geelong
itself.
Members have talked about rail trails, and there are a
number down in my neck of the woods, particularly in
the Otways. There is the Beech Forest railway trail,
which starts at Beech Forest. We have spent significant
dollars on improving that asset. Members may want to
take their families on bikes or walking along those rail
trails. The rail trail from central Geelong to the
Bellarine Peninsula is another significant asset. It is not
in my electorate, but I know a number of my
constituents ride it on their bikes. That rail trail is
extremely well utilised and very popular. You can go
from central Geelong to the Bellarine Peninsula and
back again.
The railway I would like to single out is the
Tinbeerwah Mountain Railway in Queensland. I know
some members will be nodding knowingly about this.
The Tinbeerwah Mountain Railway stands out above
all volunteer-managed railways. It has been created by
volunteers — by an individual with a significant
passion and, as others might say, with a
single-mindedness. This individual has literally built a
railway journey on a mountain from scratch. He has
been an enthusiast for a considerable time, and when he
was in this place he waxed lyrical in this house about
railways. His passion for railways is well regarded. I
have been in his house and his parliamentary office,
where railway clocks were a significant focal point.
I am of course talking of the past member for Mildura,
Russell Savage, who is a significant railway buff. A
number of people from Geelong and the rest of Victoria
travel up to Noosa Heads to admire what he has done
with the Tinbeerwah railway. As I said, he has literally
built a tourist railway from scratch. It is absolutely
extraordinary. It is not a moneymaking venture at all.
He allows people he knows to ride on the train, and I
have done that on a number of occasions, as have you,
Acting Speaker, and a number of other members of this
place.
I say to all members of the house: if you are up at
Noosa, drop in on the Tinbeerwah Mountain Railway. I
do not want to understate this: it is an extraordinary
engineering feat. It is also a microcosm of voluntary
efforts. That is what Russell Savage may have done, but
there are individuals of his sort all across the state of
Victoria who have put their heart and soul into tourist
railways in a voluntary capacity. To Russell Savage I
tip my hat and toot my horn.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) — As you, Acting
Speaker, and other members would be aware, I have
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been a strong supporter of passenger rail services in
country Victoria. Everyone would know of the
difficulties I faced in the 1990s when I supported
passenger rail services at a time when they really were
not the policy of the coalition government. Passenger
rail services have been a key issue for me and within
my electorate of Murray Valley.
I will refer to the rail service from Shepparton through
Numurkah to Cobram, which was operating and was
dismantled, if you like, by the Liberal government in
the early 1980s. I remember that Steve Crabb, who was
the incoming Minister of Transport, agreed with me
that we should reinstate that rail service and have it
going once per day from Shepparton to Cobram. When
the train had had its last run in about 1982 it was
suggested by those supporting the retention of the rail
service that I should lie on the line in front of the train
to stop it. I said, ‘I’ll do everything I can to keep that
train running, but there’s no way I’m going to lie in
front of it in case it doesn’t actually stop!’.
We had that service reinstated, and I pay Steve Crabb
due credit for that. He said to me one time, ‘Never ask
in the Parliament how much it cost to re-establish the
line from Strathmerton to Cobram, because it is a
high-class line, and it will be there for decades’.
However, as we all know, in the 1990s there were
changes and the removal of many country passenger
rail services — and this was one removal I opposed.
However, even with this government I cannot get
support for the reinstatement of that passenger rail
service.
On the north-east line the service from
Albury-Wodonga through to Melbourne via
Wangaratta and Seymour has been dreadful in the past.
However, there had been increasing patronage, and I
strongly supported the allocation of over $500 million
to provide a standardised intrastate track from
Albury-Wodonga through to Seymour and connecting
up with the Melbourne line, with upgraded carriages
and engines. It is disappointing that difficulties and
problems have arisen in response to the development of
the line and that two years on it has still not come to
fruition. It is disappointing as far as I am concerned
because I was hoping to be able to use the first train
service on the standardised track from Melbourne
through Seymour and north-eastern Victoria to
Albury-Wodonga. Unfortunately, due to problems that
have been experienced with the track and other issues,
it may not open until April or May next year. I find that
disappointing, but to highlight the importance of
passenger rail services I will be on the first train.
That ties in with the legislation before the house — —
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Mr Helper — We are going to call it the Jasper
express.
Mr Nardella — Very good, Joe.
Mr JASPER — That would be a very good idea.
Perhaps we could — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ingram) — Order!
The minister should not interject in that manner.
Mr JASPER — That is the first time the member
for Melton has supported something I have been
involved in; I applaud that. I am pleased to receive the
comments from the Minister for Agriculture, who is at
the table.
The bill is an important piece of legislation. Other
members in the Legislative Council and in this house
have commented on its importance and on the number
of heritage rail services across Victoria. It is important
that they are recognised so they can be a part of this
organisation and get appropriate protection in the
future.
In the north-east we have seen the implementation of
the rail trail from Wangaratta through Myrtleford to
Bright and its offshoot to Beechworth. It was
established during the 1990s when $2 million was
provided for its construction. The trail is on the section
of closed rail from Wangaratta and goes to the areas I
mentioned where the rail tracks have been lifted. It is
one of the great success stories in the use of the area
because people are able to use the trail for cycling.
Interestingly, in relation to rail and coach services that
have been provided to north-eastern Victoria for the last
two years, bicycles have not been allowed on those
services. An announcement has been made that when
we get the new service, hopefully earlier than April or
May next year, people will be able to put their bikes on
the train so that they can come to Wangaratta and use
the rail trail.
In the few minutes I have left I want to talk about the
issues at Wahgunyah through Rutherglen to
Springhurst and when the connection for the Murray to
Mountains rail trail will be completed. David Moyle is
a constituent of mine. He runs the GreenTrail
Associates Group, which includes the Stringybark
Express Museum and Heritage Park at Wahgunyah. He
took over the line from Wahgunyah through Rutherglen
to Springhurst from National Express, when it ran the
rail service in country Victoria. He had a lease over the
line and sought to establish a heritage rail service. He
had difficulty in doing that because of the need to get
appropriate facilities and be able to run the service
effectively.
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I was there when he started the service between
Rutherglen and Wahgunyah. It ran for some time, but it
needs a lot more funding in order for it to come fully to
fruition. David Moyle is what another member
described as a ‘rail buff’. He is very interested in rail
and regularly puts out a publication giving information
on rail services across Victoria and into New South
Wales at both state and federal level.
I was involved in some negotiations about using the
track from Wahgunyah to Rutherglen. The rail lines
were lifted and it is now a rail trail, and I was there for
its opening. It cost $840 000 to establish the trail. It is
part of the eventual connection to the Murray to
Mountains rail trail, but we have an issue to negotiate
with Mr Moyle in relation to the basis on which we
have been able to utilise part of the original service,
which is not officially a closed line, from Wahgunyah
to Rutherglen. He believes that in the future he will be
able to establish a circuit in the Wahgunyah area — the
former rail yards — to be carried on adjacent to the
Murray River, creating a circuit for the rail track and a
rail service.
While he has lost the ability to use the area from
Wahgunyah to Rutherglen, he still has a lease over the
Rutherglen to Springhurst area. That will be negotiated
with him so we can get the connection down to North
Wangaratta and see the completion of the Murray to
Mountains rail trail. I have worked closely with him. I
think he has sought to make an important contribution
to heritage rail services. He is extremely pleased with
the legislation. He is not listed as one of the people who
will be a member of the organisation, but he will seek
to become a member in the future.
I hope I can assist him in his objective of developing
this vintage and heritage rail service in the Wahgunyah
area from the Wahgunyah rail yard along the Murray
River and establishing a circuit for tourists and others
who come to north-eastern Victoria, particularly to the
great tourist attractions we have in that part of the state.
I mentioned the wineries in Rutherglen, in which I have
a great interest — and everybody is very much aware of
that. The wine industry and its associated industries are
very important. I look forward to seeing what David
Moyle wants to achieve come to fruition in the
Wahgunyah area. His cooperation in allowing us to
utilise the Wahgunyah to Rutherglen section for the
cycle track on the former rail line is a credit to him. I
will be working with him to see that his proposed
program comes to fruition.
I want to see the completion of the Murray to
Mountains rail trail, which will take it from Wahgunyah
through Rutherglen, Springhurst and North Wangaratta
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to the original rail trail which was developed back in
the 1990s.
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — It is
an honour to talk today on the Tourist and Heritage
Railways Bill 2010. Rail is something my son had a
very keen interest in for many years with Thomas the
Tank Engine. He has now moved on to football, but he
loved his steam trains as well as the Fat Controller,
Cranky, James and so forth — —
Mr Nardella — Diesel.
Mr DONNELLAN — Indeed. My second son has
not taken to rail with the same passion. I remember the
historic miniature railway at Narre Warren North, how
much enjoyment my son got from it when I took him
there and how well run and popular the facility was.
There are a couple of real carriages up there. It is
incredibly popular on weekends, and people line up to
get on the trains. Even though it is a privately run
railway, I think it could be put on the asset register on a
voluntary basis if the organisation wanted to do that.
The bill provides viability and sustainability for the
tourist and heritage railway sector. It deals with issues
such as the asset register to provide a central
information source that records detailed information
about assets that are used, managed and controlled by
tourist and heritage railway groups. It deals not only
with the setting up of the register but also with the
issues of occupational health and safety, maintenance
and so forth to ensure the safety of the facilities. It is not
just about knowing what is on the asset register but also
about ensuring that the assets are properly maintained.
The asset register will also facilitate a review of
existing insurance arrangements in relation to
state-owned tourist and heritage railway assets, and I
think that is very appropriate.
Further, the bill deals with streamlining the leases,
permits and the like under which various heritage and
tourist railways operate. The land tenure arrangements
for many of these rail groups are inconsistent and
outdated. The bill ensures that groups operating on
Crown lands vested in VicTrack are provided with a
modern community lease, and I think the figure
mentioned previously by a member was $104 per
annum, which is very much a peppercorn rent. Orders
in council under the Transport Act will also be replaced
with leases that will provide security for the groups
concerned and promote transparency, fairness and
consistency within the sector, which is appropriate.
Currently, as I mentioned, the asset registers are
inconsistent, and they will become streamlined within
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the standard leases. Assets will not be registered but
rather the leases will aim to give groups surety over the
state-owned assets they currently use. For the
volunteers — and within the state-owned groups they
are mostly volunteers — this will be welcomed,
because at the end of the day, in return for all their hard
work, they will have security of tenure over the assets
towards which their efforts contributed for the benefit
of the community of Victoria, and I welcome this.
A voluntary registration scheme will be established to
enable central organisation of training and education, a
more strategic and equitable distribution of grants and
better access to industry knowledge. That will benefit
all those volunteer groups in terms of information
sharing, of how they run their operations, of skills, of
safety and of all such issues. That is welcome and is
available to private, public and voluntary operators with
state assets. Given the passion with which the
volunteers involved in these groups operate, it gives
them an informal and formal place to share ideas. An
advisory committee will also be established in the
Department of Transport to provide advice on these
initiatives to ensure that they target the needs of the
sector. The committee will also provide general advice
on tourist and heritage railway matters. I have no doubt
that the volunteers of the various groups will welcome
that.
I understand there has not been a review in this area for
about 25 years. Some current voluntary groups have no
formal entitlement to use the assets, so it is appropriate
that this bill deals with that aspect. The asset register
will review state-owned asset insurance arrangements.
Specifically in relation to the asset register, it will act as
a central, accessible source of information. It will act as
an inventory of state-owned heritage railway assets
managed by these operational groups. This will provide
that both the operators and the state are better able to
meet the asset management needs of these various
groups. It will also assist the groups with funding and
so forth so there will be a consistent manner in which
groups are assessed and their assets are identified in
terms of how old the assets are and the like. It will
provide consistency for the state government when it is
looking at these matters.
The register will also facilitate a fuller reassessment of
the current asset insurance arrangements in relation to
the state-owned assets, and we know that is important.
There would be nothing worse than having voluntary
groups working to provide such services to the
community without ensuring that they were fully
protected and that the people who use the services were
fully protected as well. That is a positive move to
provide consistency.
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Why was the voluntary register established? The
registers are independent of each other, that is the way
they operate, and there is limited opportunity then to
share resources, learn from each other and demonstrate
commitment to best practice and continuous
improvement. The railway operators also report that
they have difficulty in meeting current legislative
obligations, especially in relation to railway safety
accreditation and dealing with training and the like. If
nothing else, it is absolutely essential that safety be
fully dealt with. The voluntary registration scheme will
start to deal with and allow for the central organisation
of training and education. I have no doubt that many of
the groups will seek funding from the state government
for such endeavours. It is perfectly appropriate that
funding be provided to voluntary groups to train
volunteers to make sure that they are skilled and
understand what they are doing. The registration
scheme will also build confidence and trust in the
sector. It will facilitate a more stable regulatory,
administrative and governance environment in which
tourist and heritage operators can build better and more
sustainable and viable enterprises. That is another
welcome addition.

All members of the house would endorse the fact that
heritage railways play a vital role in promoting tourism,
particularly across regional and rural Victoria, and there
are many people who derive great pleasure from the
voluntary activities involved with heritage railways.
They deliver a lot of pleasure to Victorians, particularly
younger Victorians, who get the opportunity to travel
on some of these absolutely fantastic heritage railway
services, whether that be the Puffing Billy service, the
Maldon to Castlemaine service or the Bellarine
Railway service. They are all terrific services that do
much to boost tourism in the local area.

I understand that extensive consultation was undertaken
in relation to this bill, and generally there has been a
very positive response to the endeavours of the state
government. I am looking at the different groups — —

The World War II Memorial Lookout Tower, the maritime
discovery centre, the visitor information centre, History
House, the botanical gardens and the Powerhouse vintage car
and motor museum all benefit directly from this tourist
tramway.

Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr DONNELLAN — No, they have all been very
happy, I referred to them a couple of seconds ago — —
Mr Hodgett interjected.
Mr DONNELLAN — Yes, turn the page now and
just keep going and keep smiling. Generally, from what
I understand, there was a wide level of consultation.
Industry workshops were held in August 2009 and most
of the participants were happy and welcomed this bill,
including the voluntary asset register, the insurance
issues, the consistency of asset registers and the like.
They also welcomed the more consistent approach by
the state government to these aspects. I commend the
bill to the house.
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — I rise to
speak on the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill. This
bill creates a new regulatory scheme to provide for
sustainability in the tourist and heritage railway sector.
It also establishes a register of tourist and heritage
railway assets, deals with land tenure and asset
allocation arrangements and establishes a voluntary
registry scheme for tourist and heritage railway groups.

I want to talk briefly about the Portland Cable Trams
service, which was established in 1996 to undertake a
project which is — and I am quoting from its website:
… one of the most exciting and significant tourist
developments ever undertaken in south-western Victoria. In
excess of 20 000 hours of voluntary community labour has
been invested in the establishment of this unique tourist
tramway, which carried its first paying passengers in
February 2002.

The website goes on to say that the tram links many of
Portland’s major tourist assets. It states:

The trams used are restored saloon cars and an exact replica
of a grip car.

Grip cars were used in Melbourne in the early days of
cable trams. According to the website, all the work was
carried out by volunteers of Portland Cable Trams. All
cable trams were originally propelled by gripping
underground cables, whereas the Portland tram is
driven by a concealed diesel engine. Otherwise it is an
authentic cable tram.
This all came about through the enthusiasm of the
volunteers and the magnificent work of some very
dedicated and skilled artisans who built these grip cars
and saloon cars and restored them magnificently. This
project was also supported by various levels of
government. The Community Support Fund, under the
former Kennett government, provided $775 000, and as
the local member I was very pleased to be able to gain
that funding for Portland Cable Trams. Funding of
$500 000 was provided through the Regional Solutions
program under the federal coalition government, and
local benefactors, including Geoff Handbury, made
substantial contributions as well. Of course there was
also the enormous number of hours volunteered by the
people concerned.
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It was not just about the money that the Kennett
government put in. It cut through some of the red tape,
because there were government departments and
agencies that said, ‘You can’t run this railway along the
foreshore. You can’t cross roads. You can’t do this; you
can’t do that’. There was a ‘can’t do’ approach, which
is often a characteristic of many bureaucrats and
government agencies. The Kennett government and Jeff
Kennett personally, instead of listening to the ‘can’t do’
approach, said, ‘We are a ‘can do’ government, and we
will make this happen’. The result is outstanding and a
great tribute to the leadership of Jeff Kennett and his
government.
The Portland Cable Trams company has now carried
228 407 paying passengers and is building a new grip
car and a new carriage because the business is
booming. It has five trips a day, all run by volunteers.
The company has been featured on the front page of the
local phone book and is now a major tourist icon of
Portland and south-west Victoria. This is the sort of
thing that can happen when you get enthusiastic
volunteers working on a great product that can deliver
enormous economic benefits to the region in terms of
tourism and promotion of the area.
I want to place on record my enormous thanks to the
many volunteers who worked on and continue to work
on the project. They include Des Hein, who led the
challenging task initially, and Keith McMillan and his
team, who did a lot of the renovation work. I
particularly remember going with Des Hein to the
Glenelg Shire Council, standing there shoulder to
shoulder and convincing the council that this would be
a worthwhile project that would attract government
support. I am very pleased that we were able to deliver;
it is one of the great success stories of south-west
Victoria.
The member for Polwarth in his contribution to the
debate mentioned the Beechy train from Colac to
Beech Forest. I can recall travelling on the last Beechy
train, and it is a great tragedy that that train was not
retained. While it has now been replaced with a rail
trail, and that is terrific, it would have been great to
retain that steam train service. I have already mentioned
some of the other services.
I refer now to the opportunities for heritage steam train
services to and from Warrnambool. In past years they
have been a feature of the service to that area and have
been enormously popular, delivering great promotional
and tourist benefits throughout western Victoria. They
have been fully booked and very popular and they have
really delivered economic benefits to the area.
However, under the Labor government the decision to
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close passing loops on the Melbourne to Warrnambool
rail line has prevented steam trains from operating that
service, and indeed an article in the Warrnambool
Standard of 28 June 2008 reported as follows:
Transport minister Lynne Kosky has been urged to reopen a
rail siding loop at Colac so historic tourist trains can continue
through to Warrnambool.
She has been told the V/Line decision earlier this year would
mean thousands of dollars in lost income for Warrnambool
and district.
The siding closure means tourist trains can only go as far as
Camperdown on day trips or leave Melbourne late at night for
an overnight trip to Warrnambool to avoid clashing with
normal passenger services.

I urge the government to reopen the necessary passing
loops. Not only would this provide the opportunity for
those heritage steam trains to travel to and from
Warrnambool because of the enormous tourism dollars
and tourism benefit they would bring, but the
government could also provide an additional passenger
service each day, increasing the number from four
services to five services a day. That would also provide
a much-needed second freight service on the
Melbourne to Warrnambool line. We have too many
trucks on the road. We are taking a full trainload of
containers each night from Warrnambool to Melbourne
and would love to have a second freight train service in
that area, taking some of the trucks off the road, but the
lack of passing loops means that cannot happen.
One could be excused for thinking that the current
passenger train service to Warrnambool is getting to the
stage where it could be back in the heritage days of
poor service. I quote from an article in the
Warrnambool Standard of 2 October, which says:
After enduring gross overcrowding on what they called ‘the
train from hell’ late last week they copped another horror trip
on Wednesday, when the train was more than an hour late
because someone sent it to the wrong line.
V/Line yesterday revealed the embarrassing background to
the delay and blamed the Metro control centre for diverting
what was supposed to be the Warrnambool-bound train onto a
metropolitan line —

delaying the service.
We have overcrowding on our current service and we
have mismanagement of the service. We need those
additional passing lanes to improve the current daily
passenger services so we can have a second freight
service and so we can have heritage services on those
lines.
In the final 90 seconds I have left to speak in this
debate, I would also like to pay tribute to Graeme
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Stoney, a former member for Central Highlands
Province in the other place, and the leadership he
provided in driving the Rail Trails program in Victoria.
Many disused rail lines have been very successfully
converted into rail trails, and they have been of great
benefit to the local community and local tourism. In my
own area I have been pleased to get my hands dirty
planting trees and mulching on the
Port Fairy-Warrnambool rail trail, which is currently
being developed. I think this will benefit both
Warrnambool and Port Fairy as well as tourism in the
area. Rail trails are an important part of our tourism
mix.
Let me get back to heritage rail. Heritage and tourism
railways are an important part of our tourism industry.
Most importantly they are driven by a huge voluntary
effort. The volunteers are absolutely dedicated and
committed to heritage rail, and they do a fantastic job.
They deliver great benefits to the local community,
including great economic benefits through tourism, and
I congratulate them. I trust that this bill will provide
assistance to those people involved.
Mr CARLI (Brunswick) — It is with great pleasure
that I rise to speak in support of the Tourist and
Heritage Railways Bill. It is a bill that obviously
supports tourist and heritage railways operators, and
those operators are generally volunteers. They are
generally people who bring tourism to the area. They
work really hard for their local communities and, as
previous speakers have indicated, represent a very
important component of a whole lot of communities,
mainly — although not all — in country Victoria.
I had a fair bit to do with various tourist and heritage
railway operators in my time as parliamentary secretary
for infrastructure. I visited many of them, and often
their staff raised with me issues that they were raising
with the Department of Transport to do with everything
from their relationship with VicTrack and the leasing of
the sites to the register of assets and the way they
maintained those assets. It was incredible to see the
important historical components they looked after —
not only locomotives but also carriages.
I remember seeing the royal carriage in Seymour. The
Seymour Railway Heritage Centre looks after the royal
carriage, which is a carriage that the Queen has used on
occasion when she has visited Victoria. She was taken
on a tour in the royal carriage, and I think the Governor
was too. It is a beautiful carriage that is being
maintained by this group of volunteers.
A whole raft of issues were raised with me during that
time. I think the member for South-West Coast
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indicated that issues arise when you take locomotives
on main lines in terms of how they work and how you
find opportunities for them to run what are generally
occasional services. A lot of them have their own lines
which need to be maintained. In that period we sought
to implement a number of fixes with these various
organisations throughout the state — and no doubt that
was done by previous governments — and I think it
eventually got to the point where there was a need to
redo it and to put in place a regulatory environment, a
legal structure and an asset register that would work in
the long term for all 17 operators.
I must say at the time I did not know there were
17 operators, and I certainly did not visit 17 of them.
But they are an important feature of many
communities. They are large and they are small. Some
are immensely rich in terms of the items they look after.
They are all rich in heritage and they are all rich in the
history of the state, but some of them have immensely
important assets. The recording of information was
fairly ad hoc — it was a matter of finding out who
knew what was where. A lot of the knowledge was held
in the various memories of the enthusiasts rather than
on a public register.
This is a small but really important bill, and it provides
for the improved viability and sustainability of this
sector. It gives the volunteers, many of whom have
worked in the railways sector, an opportunity to really
cement their place, do some long-term planning,
provide for investments and develop that tourist
element, because they are invariably major tourist
assets. The bill is about implementing a regulatory
environment that is modern and addresses those issues
that anyone who interacts with the sector as a local
member or in any other capacity would recognise. They
would know that the ad hoc nature of the arrangement
that had been in place eventually had to be superseded
by something modern.
The process that led to the introduction of this
legislation was a consultative process which was
supported by the 17 operators. Those operators have
been very proactive in asking their local members of
Parliament to come and speak about the bill and to
support it. It is important that we have an asset register
that will work, that is managed properly and that is
centralised. It is important that we have land tenure for
these operators that is clear. Most of it relates to land
that is owned by VicTrack.
VicTrack is a big and often very difficult agency to
work with — I think anyone who has dealt with
VicTrack knows it is a difficult agency to deal with.
The bill will make it possible to improve this
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relationship and make clear what the rules are in terms
of working with VicTrack. It will make sure those
groups that operate on Crown land that is vested in
VicTrack will have modern, adequate leasing
arrangements. It will do away with the adhocery and
the sorts of historical agreements that have existed —
again, many of which were probably never written
down but have remained in the memories of
individuals — and enable the provision of proper
leases, proper security and a sense of transparency,
fairness and consistency in the sector so that every
group is treated equally well.
The bill is also about improving training and education,
establishing a voluntary registration scheme, equitable
distribution of grants and better access to industry
knowledge. These things are important, particularly
given that when the heritage trains move into the rail
network they will have to abide by the provisions of the
Rail Safety Act. The rail safety system is complex —
necessarily so because of the possible consequences of
any accidents on the rail system. Because of that, you
need not only training but also knowledge of the sector
to be able to move from organisation to organisation,
and you need to have a register and an understanding of
the immense skills that are available.
As I said, it was pretty clear to me when I was more
closely involved with this sector that the regulatory
system, if you could call it that, was outdated. It had not
been reviewed for 25 years, and the settings were
ad hoc and dated — possibly effective, but probably not
all that effective in the longer term.
A lot of groups did not have formal entitlements to the
land they were using or to the public assets they
occupied or had possession of, and that also made it
difficult to ensure the protection of the great heritage
and great historical traditions of this state. There is no
doubt that the rail tradition in Victoria pioneered much
of the growth and development that occurred here,
particularly in the agricultural sector. So much of that
tradition remains within these groups, and it is
important that we register it, insure it, make it available
and ensure that it remains an asset for this community.
This bill is small in nature but important. It promotes
the long-term viability of the tourist and heritage
railway sector, contributes to the wellbeing of regional
communities — although not all 17 are actually in the
country, the vast majority of them are — and ensures
that they are a part of the tourist strategy and have
access to grants which are fairly distributed, and that
everything is far more transparent than it has been.
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We recognise that this is really a not-for-profit sector. It
is important to the economic wellbeing of the
community, but on the whole it is a not-for-profit sector
made up of volunteers. It needs government support,
but more importantly needs governments to get the
regulatory environment right. It does not affect Puffing
Billy, which has its own legislation, and does not affect
some of the non-functioning, static exhibitions of
locomotives or trams. It really is about the working
heritage train sector, if you like.
It deals with the poor legislative settings that were in
the previous act, and deals with issues of land tenure
and the allocation of assets, and ensures that there is
some business acumen in those organisations — that
they are sustainable, have access to training, and that
there is a recognition of the skill base that exists
throughout the state. This is an important piece of
legislation much supported by the sector, and I wish it a
sweet passage.
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise today to speak on the Tourist and
Heritage Railways Bill 2010. Might I say from the
outset that the Echuca Moama and District Tourism
Association has a wonderful vision for a steam train
going up the line from Melbourne to Bendigo then to
Echuca and around to the port, where you can get on a
paddle steamer. The idea is that that would be
replicating what was happening in the last century
when you used to be able to come down the mighty
Murray or one of its tributaries on a steam paddle boat,
get on a train and come down to the port of Melbourne.
Mr Delahunty — But they have sucked all the
water away from there.
Mr WELLER — That is right, but this is the vision
of the Echuca Moama tourism association. There are a
couple of problems though that are in the road of it.
As the local member, I have made extensive
representations to VicTrack, V/Line and even to past
ministers about allowing a steam train to travel between
Melbourne and Bendigo. It is very difficult to get
scheduling to allow for the steam train to be there. We
have to find a way to allow a steam train to go from
Melbourne to Bendigo and then on to Echuca. But
when we get the steam train to Echuca there is also a
problem at the roundabout near the bridge. There has
been a lot of red tape about what we have to do to allow
a steam train to go from the Echuca railway station to
the port of Echuca. The problem is that at the
roundabout there is no signalling or stop signs, and
there is a lot of red tape about the amount of money that
would have to be invested; it is quite a substantial sum.
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It would be a lot more economical to have temporary
signs when we are actually going to use the train.
There has not been a train going from the Echuca
railway station to the port of Echuca for some 10 years
because of red tape. The line from the port to the station
has been done up and we have had one train run on it.
The next train would basically halve the bill when it
runs on the line. It is quite frustrating that red tape is all
that is stopping the vision of the Echuca Moama
tourism association becoming a reality because of two
things: steam trains cannot get from Melbourne to
Bendigo, and then they cannot get across the
roundabout at the foot of the bridge in Echuca.
However, from working with the Echuca Moama
tourism association I know there is another way around
it. We can stable a steam train at Bendigo. While we are
making the compromise that people will travel by
modern train from Melbourne to Bendigo, they could
then ride a steam train from Bendigo to Echuca.
We have the Echuca Heritage Steam Festival, which is
on the first weekend of October. This is the event for
which we have been asking for the steam train to come
up from Melbourne to bring the tourists from
Melbourne to Echuca. There is also the Echuca Steam
Horse and Vintage Rally, which is on the Queen’s
Birthday weekend in June and is run by the
Echuca-Moama Rotary Club. It does a wonderful job
running that annual rally and attracting some 10 000 to
15 000 people to the town of Echuca over that
weekend. One of the star attractions last year was
Thomas the Tank Engine, and what an attraction
Thomas was for the young people to come along.
Mr Hodgett interjected.
Mr WELLER — No, he was stationary. It was a
highlight of the weekend to see Thomas there.
It makes a lot of sense for a tourist town like Echuca
that we have a government that finds a way to help it
rather than put blockages in front of it. That is where
we need to go further and find how we can get the
steam trains back on the lines for special events like the
Echuca Heritage Steam Festival and the vintage rally
during the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June.
Rail trails are another subject in this bill that has been
mentioned quite extensively by other members. There
is the O’Keefe rail trail which runs from Bendigo
through to Kilmore. So far there is funding available to
get it from Bendigo to Heathcote, which is in my
electorate. That is a wonderful idea. We need to allow
people to have their bicycles on trains so that they can
come up from Melbourne, get on their bikes and ride
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out to Heathcote. If you ride out to Heathcote, you can
do some sampling; it is renowned as the best area for
red wine in Victoria. You can ride your bike around and
sample a few of the wines at the wineries, and then you
can either experience one of the wonderful bed and
breakfasts or ride back into Bendigo.
If we get the full funding for the O’Keefe rail trail, it
will go through the towns of Tooborac and Pyalong and
end up at Kilmore at the old railway junction. That
means you could get back on the train with your bike
and head back into Melbourne, or you could get on the
train and go to Wangaratta and try some of the other
rail trails in north-eastern Victoria. If the full O’Keefe
rail trail were funded, you could go on to Tooborac
from Heathcote. At Tooborac you could do some
sampling at the Tooborac brewery or at Shelmerdine
Vineyards.
There is also the proposed rail trail from Rushworth to
Murchison, of which I am a strong supporter. There are
a couple of bridges involved because it goes across the
south end of the Waranga Basin and the Cattanach
Canal, which supplies water from the Goulburn Weir at
Nagambie through to the Waranga Basin. There are a
few bridges, but with a bit of funding from the
government it could be a wonderful thing for the area
and for tourism. It would service the electorates of
Rodney and Benalla — Murchison being in the seat of
Benalla — very well. It would be a great thing
regionally and for the whole of Victoria.
The bill establishes a register of tourist and heritage
railway assets in Victoria, excluding static displays.
Assets being on the register does not affect, add to or
detract from the Victorian Heritage Register. It
improves land tenure, giving certainty by revoking all
leases and establishing new leases for operators along
with the allocation and preservation of state assets
under the control of operators.
Community leases will be approximately $104 a year,
which is a peppercorn rent that I imagine would be just
covering costs. The registration scheme for tourist and
heritage railway groups will be voluntary; however, the
support provided will encourage participation. While
the government is saying it is voluntary, the inference is
that if you are not signed up, funding may not flow to
you. The funding is an incentive for people to be part of
the register.
The bill sets up an advisory group of eight people for
the sector — four from the government and four from
the sector — with support from the Department of
Transport. That makes a lot of sense. We need to have
people who are involved in this sector on the advisory
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panel to give advice so that we can overcome some of
these red tape issues that I highlighted earlier in my
contribution. That is why we have not been able to get
the steam trains from Melbourne to Echuca. We need to
have at least one stabled at Bendigo so that they can
come from Bendigo to Echuca. We then need to be able
to find a way to get to the port so that people can relive
the experience of travelling on a paddleboat and then
get on a train to travel to Melbourne, as shown in All
the Rivers Run and as experienced back in the 1800s.
That is what has made Echuca such a popular tourist
attraction, and I commend it to the house.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Fyffe) — Order!
The member for Gembrook to speak on food, wine,
trains and beautiful scenery.
Ms LOBATO (Gembrook) — Exactly what I was
planning to do! I rise to support the Tourist and
Heritage Railways Bill 2010. I acknowledge the very
wide-ranging topic and the benefits that this bill
provides to our communities. We have just heard the
member for Rodney, and I think the member for
Murray Valley did likewise, speaking about all the
attributes of his electorate. I look forward to being able
to do that too.
The objective of this bill is to provide for the viability
and sustainability of the tourist and heritage railway
sector. The bill provides for the implementation of a
modern regulatory scheme to address significant issues
in the sector. It establishes a register of tourist and
heritage rail assets, provides certainty of land tenure
arrangements and strengthens volunteer participation in
tourist railways.
Creating security in the tourist railway sector is
important because the benefits are enormous and wide
reaching, as has been discussed. The preservation of
our local heritage is very important for communities
right round the state, as is providing tourism
experiences, thereby enhancing local economies and
encouraging greater community participation and social
connectedness through volunteerism which is very
significant throughout the tourist railway sector. The
bill covers many tourist railways. We visited many of
them around the state when my son Archie developed
his obsession with trains and Thomas the Tank Engine.
These railways are very significant, and they provide
much entertainment for so many throughout our
community.
Victoria’s largest tourist railway is Puffing Billy,
known to all and visited by most. Puffing Billy is not
covered by this bill, but given past contributions that
does not mean I cannot speak on it. Puffing Billy is
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incredibly significant in the electorates of Gembrook
and Monbulk. The member for Monbulk and I proudly
share the Puffing Billy railway. Puffing Billy, as we all
know, has a really significant history which is far too
extensive for me to be able to cover in my brief
contribution. The enormous role it plays throughout our
communities is evident each and every day.
The railway line starts at Belgrave and goes through
many communities, including Emerald, Cockatoo and
Gembrook. It ends at the very fine Gembrook station.
The experiences that people can have just by visiting
that tourist railway are enormous, and the railway
contributes so very much to our local economy. People
find Emerald Lake Park a very special destination,
which provides opportunities for them to have many
different experiences. Thomas the Tank Engine
frequently makes an appearance at Emerald, and people
come from all over to see him. Passengers can continue
on their merry way to Gembrook and visit many other
destinations such as beautiful wineries and very
significant parks, including Kurth Kiln Park and
Bunyip State Park.
The member for Monbulk and I are very aware of the
level of volunteerism involved with the operation of the
Puffing Billy railway. There are over 600 volunteers
who spend a lot of their time being involved with and
contributing significantly to Puffing Billy, and we thank
them for that participation. The significant level of
volunteerism is very important for the sustainability and
continued viability of the railway. The railway is also
important to the volunteers themselves, and many of
them have made Puffing Billy a major part of their
lives.
Mr Foley interjected.
Ms LOBATO — Obsessed — that is right! They
often are very obsessed as well. There are over 600 of
them, and other tourist railways right around the state
also enjoy the assistance of significant numbers of
volunteers. The importance of creating a sustainable
and viable structure for the railways is of utmost
importance. That is what this bill seeks to do and will
do. I understand that a great amount of consultation has
occurred and that everybody agrees that this bill is
appropriate and warranted.
I will make a brief mention of the Lilydale to
Warburton rail trail, which is also a significant feature
in my electorate.
Mr Hodgett interjected.
Ms LOBATO — There is also a magnificent history
there, and I think the member for Kilsyth is also keen to
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speak about that. The rail trail is very popular with
many members of Parliament. I know a number of
members have ridden along the Lilydale to Warburton
rail trail — I am getting nods of agreement — and have
spent a good deal of time in the Upper Yarra area as
part of that experience. Each and every day, particularly
at school and Christmas holiday times, you will see an
enormous number of people cycling on that trail and
making the most of the opportunity. The way that rail
trail has been maintained is something we should all be
very proud of.
When anybody gets on that rail trail again they should
make it part of their experience to visit the Upper Yarra
Museum. The museum, which is located at Yarra
Junction, captures the enormous history of the rail trail,
and we should be very proud of that. As I said, that
history is very important to the local area and the state
of Victoria. I thank the volunteers who spend countless
hours at the Upper Yarra Museum capturing and
preserving the heritage of the area and of the railway
for the benefit of our children and grandchildren. That
is very important, and I thank them. I fully support this
bill, as do all members.
Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — It is my great pleasure
to rise to speak on the Tourist and Heritage Railways
Bill 2010. As has been outlined, the purpose of the bill
is to provide a regulatory framework for tourist and
heritage railway operators. I will quickly run through
the main provisions of the bill before moving on to
other parts of my contribution. The main provision
establishes a register of tourist and heritage railway
assets in Victoria, excluding static displays. Assets on
the register do not affect, add to or detract from the
Victorian heritage register.
The bill will improve land tenure, giving certainty by
revoking all old leases and establishing new leases for
operators along with the allocation and preservation of
state assets under the control of operators. The
community leases will cost approximately $104 per
annum. The registration scheme for tourist and heritage
railway groups will be voluntary; however, the support
provided will encourage participation. The bill sets up
an advisory group of eight for the sector — four from
government and four from the sector, with support from
within the Department of Transport. Registration is
voluntary, but access to grants programs and tourism
promotions will ensure support for the provisions.
Finally, registration will attract a modest fee, and
registration can be withdrawn if an operator fails to
meet the prescribed criteria for registration.
There are many great railways in Victoria. I would like
to mention two that I have a particular interest in. The
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first is the Walhalla Goldfields Railway and the second
is Puffing Billy. The Walhalla Goldfields Railway is
very dear to my heart, as I used to live at Rawson. My
father worked on the construction of the Thomson
Dam. I have many fond memories of the area as a
regular visitor to Walhalla — riding trail bikes and
swimming in the Thomson River. It was certainly a
great part of the world to grow up in. I grew up in the
bush and did many of the things that young kids get up
to in the bush.
The Walhalla Goldfields Railway is best described in
this extract from the railway’s website, which captures
the beauty of it all. It states:
Ride with Walhalla Goldfields Railway through the
spectacular Stringers Creek Gorge. As you begin your
journey and depart Walhalla historic township, you will travel
through the station yard, which lies between Stringers Creek
and the cliff face that underpins the Bruntons Bridge Road.
After you leave the engine and carriage sheds behind the first
kilometre and a half is almost entirely built over six large
trestle bridges that crisscross Stringers Creek Gorge in an
effort to find anchorage for each bridge abutment. As the train
winds its way downhill, you will pass through Happy Creek
to begin the second half of your journey.
The train journey follows Stringers Creek to where it joins the
Thomson River; then we travel across the historic and
spectacular Thomson River bridge to arrive at Thomson
station, where you will have time to explore the area before
returning to Walhalla.

Anyone who has had the privilege to go on that journey
will know that the Thomson River bridge is spectacular.
As I said, I have many fond memories of growing up in
that part of the world and of going down there and
swimming in the river. I have been on the Walhalla
Goldfields Railway many times.
Our second magnificent and great railway is Puffing
Billy. Whilst Puffing Billy is not a part of this bill, let
me ask: who has not been on Puffing Billy? I have been
on it a number of times. Earlier this year I travelled on
it with my family, including my son Baylin Oliver, a
four-year-old who is a great fan of trains and Thomas
the Tank Engine. We really enjoyed that trip, sitting as
we did with our legs hanging out the window as the
train went up through the Dandenongs, which is also a
magnificent part of the world.
As has been stated by the previous contributor to the
debate, Puffing Billy runs through the electorates of
Gembrook and Monbulk. I take this opportunity to say
what a magnificent job our candidates are doing,
specifically Matt Mills, the Liberal candidate for
Monbulk, and Brad Battin, our candidate for
Gembrook. Both are decent, honest and hardworking
local candidates, and they are very supportive of
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Puffing Billy. They do a magnificent job representing
that part of the world, and we hope to have the privilege
of seeing them in this house representing Monbulk and
Gembrook.
I turn my attention to the Warburton rail trail, which has
also been mentioned in this debate. Warburton rail trail
has a huge number of visitors every year. I am sure that
many members of this house have gone on that journey
of more than 32 kilometres. You get off the train at
Lilydale, link up to the trail and head out to Warburton,
and there are many fantastic things to do along the way.
Might I say, Acting Speaker, that you, as the member
for Evelyn, did a terrific job in fighting for funding for
the pedestrian bridge over the Maroondah Highway
which will link the station with the rail trail. Many
people leave Lilydale and head up the road where they
have to cross the highway and battle the traffic. Thanks
to your efforts, Acting Speaker, people will be able to
get across the road via the bridge. The project is well
funded and well deserved, and I recognise your work as
a good representative of the local community in getting
this asset in your electorate.
In conclusion, I say again that we on this side of the
house support the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill.
A number of railways have been mentioned, including
the Bellarine Railway, the Central Highlands Tourist
Railway and the Yarra Valley Tourist Railway, as well
as the Healesville railway — there are too many to
mention. However, I do support this bill, and I
commend it to the house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is with great pleasure
that I join the very interesting debate on the Tourist and
Heritage Railways Bill. It is a fine way to spend the last
day of this Parliament.
The overall objective of the bill is to provide for the
viability and sustainability of the important tourist and
heritage railways sector. I have many fond memories of
working in the former ministry for transport in the
1980s when I was a career public servant. While
working in Transport House at 589 Collins Street I met
many gunzels from across the state who used to visit
the rail fans shop on the ground floor. I am sure many
of them were some of the fantastic volunteers who
volunteer their time and work on the many tourist and
heritage railway operations throughout our state.
On a number of occasions the member for Eltham and I
have visited the lovely little Diamond Valley Railway,
a miniature railway in his electorate. I have a good
memory of the day in 1999 when the state election was
called. That was a very good year. The now Deputy
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Premier visited the Diamond Valley miniature railway
on that day, and I have a photograph of him sitting
astride one of the little carriages. He travelled around
on the railway with many members of the community.
It was a great way to start that very successful
campaign.
As it is the last day of this Parliament I have been
reflecting on some of my favourite contributions I have
heard from other members in this place. Very early on
in my time in this Parliament one of my classmates of
the class of 2002 gave one of my favourite speeches.
The member for Eltham spoke about the Diamond
Valley Railway, and he mentioned the calls of joy from
people when they travel on that railway when they
shout, ‘Go, you little red engine, go!’. It is one of the
favourite lines I have heard in this house.
Many of my local constituents are passionate about
their tourist and heritage railways. In particular I think
of the Campbell family in Hurstbridge. Lachlan and
Blair Campbell’s dad, David, is a train driver on the
metropolitan railways on the Hurstbridge line, on which
he does a fantastic job. His boys regularly volunteer up
at Puffing Billy.
Another passionate gunzel and rail fan would be known
to many in this place. Pete Steedman is a Hurstbridge
resident and a former member of the federal Parliament.
He has been a passionate advocate and supporter of the
Yarra Valley Railway, which has recently started up
again at Healesville. I know that the member for
Seymour was very pleased to see it start again, because
people like Pete Steedman and many others throughout
the Yarra Valley have worked tirelessly to get it
operating again.
The member for Gembrook and other members before
me have spoken about the great rail trails throughout
Victoria. I have had a pleasurable visit and a ride along
the Lilydale–Warburton rail trail. I have also been on
the Timboon rail trail at Curdies River. Anyone visiting
the old rail yards in Timboon will find that it now hosts
a distillery. I would recommend walking or getting a
bus there, but it is a very pleasurable way to finish a
walk along that rail trail.
I have also had a great time riding my bike from Bright
to Myrtleford. I stopped at Boynton’s Feathertop
Winery. Kel Boynton and his family are great
winemakers and offer a great experience for tourists.
When I am riding around that area and seeing the
beautiful red gums on those river flats I am reminded of
the area I live in. Despite urban growth, the new
communities in Whittlesea have preserved red gums,
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and they look like the ones around Milawa and
Myrtleford. They are very beautiful.
I know the City of Whittlesea has a vision for the rail
reservation between Mernda and Whittlesea — to
create a similar trail to the one around Bright and
Myrtleford, and I support that. As we have heard today
in the contributions from many members on both sides
of the house, tourism and heritage railways are a very
important part of the great tourism offerings we have in
our diverse state. It is important to provide a modern
regulatory scheme to address the significant issues in
the tourist and heritage railway sector. In addition to
celebrating our history and heritage we should have a
modern regulatory scheme to ensure that these railways
can continue to operate and operate well, as they do
with the assistance of their great volunteers.
The bill does this by establishing a register of tourist
and heritage rail assets. It modernises the land tenure
and asset allocation arrangements in the sector and it
establishes a voluntary registration scheme for tourist
and heritage railway groups. Although I mentioned
Puffing Billy before, the bill does not apply to the
Puffing Billy Railway; all parties have agreed with that
exclusion.
The bill establishes an asset register to provide a central
information source that records detailed information
about assets used, managed and controlled by tourist
and heritage rail groups. The register will contain
information about all state-owned rail assets, and under
the bill groups and individuals will be able to
voluntarily list privately owned assets on the asset
register to maximise information-sharing opportunities
in the sector. The asset register will also facilitate a
review of existing insurance arrangements in relation to
state-owned tourist and heritage rail assets.
The bill makes some changes to land tenure and asset
allocation arrangements, because many of the land
tenure arrangements for tourist and heritage rail groups
are inconsistent and outdated. The bill will ensure that
groups operating on Crown land vested in VicTrack are
provided with modern community lease arrangements
comprising common core terms. I echo the comments
made by the member for Brunswick about the
importance of this. Any of us who have VicTrack land
in our electorates know that it can be a very difficult
body to deal with. I think providing support in this
legislation will assist these tourist and heritage railway
operators and their volunteers by making those
arrangements easier.
Orders in council under the Transport Act 1983 will
also be replaced with leases. This will provide land
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tenure security for these important groups and promote
transparency, fairness and consistency in the sector.
Asset allocation agreements in the sector have also
been problematic as they are largely informal, so the
bill provides for the replacement of existing
state-owned asset agreements with standard leases.
Assets will not be redistributed; rather the aim of the
lease provision is to give groups surety over the
state-owned assets they currently use.
I think it is a very good and effective bill, which will
support and underpin the tourist and heritage railways
operations across this state. As I and many members
have outlined today, the rail sector is incredibly
important to tourism and the enjoyment of many
families across the state. I wish the bill a speedy
passage.
Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — I rise on behalf of
the very important electorate of Lowan to speak on the
Transport and Heritage Railways Bill 2010. We know
that the purpose of this bill is to provide a regulatory
framework for tourist and heritage railway operators in
Victoria. I just want to make a couple of comments in
response to the member for Yan Yean. She spoke about
having VicTrack land in her area. Having the largest
electorate in the state, I can assure the member for Yan
Yean that there is a lot of VicTrack land in my
electorate too. I know the member for Yan Yean used
to live in Warrnambool and there is also a bit of it down
in that part of the world. The operations with VicTrack
have been in some ways difficult but in some ways
productive. We have made some good progress in some
areas; others have taken a little while to get through. I
want to cover a couple of those areas later.
As we know, the main provisions of this legislation are
to establish a register of tourist and heritage railway
assets in Victoria, excluding static displays. It will also
update the leasing arrangements. Community leases
will cost approximately $104 each per annum. It will
also set up an advisory committee for the sector of eight
people, four of whom will be drawn from the
government and four from the sector, with the support
of the Department of Transport. Registration will be
voluntary but with access to grants and also tourist
promotions available I am sure people will sign up,
because if they do not register this government will not
give them the money. Registration will attract a modest
fee. As we have seen in the newspapers today, the cost
of living in Victoria is skyrocketing, and I am
wondering how long that modest fee will stay modest.
Registration can be withdrawn if an operator fails to
meet the prescribed criteria for registration. That is
understandable.
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There are some concerns, particularly in relation to
insurance arrangements, which up to this stage have
been ad hoc. But overall this side of politics supports
this legislation. As a member representing the large
electorate of Lowan, I particularly support it. The key
thing about just about every one of these organisations,
I believe, is that these tourist and heritage railway assets
are looked after by volunteers. As you know, Acting
Speaker, volunteers play a critical part in the operation
of many things here in Victoria, and no more so than in
looking after some of the heritage facilities and
equipment and rail services, in particular the tourist and
heritage railway assets we have here in Victoria. As I
said, volunteers play an important role, and no more so
than in a lot of the old railway stations in my electorate.
A lot of them are operated by art galleries, tourist
operations and U3A (University of the Third Age)
facilities.
One of those is at Coleraine. A long time ago the train
stopped going to Coleraine and through to Casterton.
The Coleraine community got a fantastic tourist asset
there. That old railway station is utilised very well. At
Casterton there are still some troubles with VicTrack in
relation to a lot of land right in the middle of the town
that could be used for other community facilities. The
kelpie festival is a big activity in Casterton during the
year, and people are trying to get a kelpie interpretive
centre set up in the main street of Casterton, which
would be ideal. VicTrack land could be used for that
type of thing.
Cavendish is a very small community just north of
Hamilton, and the railway line there closed during the
1970s. There is a magnificent railway bridge right in
the middle of town where the railway went across the
river. Unfortunately as a result of white ants and lack of
maintenance the structure is in disrepair. The very
active Cavendish community would like VicTrack and
other relevant authorities to try to maintain it,
particularly the area above the walkway under the
bridge where people go on the river walk. I call again
on the government and VicTrack to support this very
important community work, with the Southern
Grampians shire, so that this heritage railway asset can
be maintained. This would be not only for its visual
appearance — it looks fantastic, and lighting at night
would greatly highlight this beautiful structure — but
importantly to make it safe for people to walk under
that bridge along the edge of the river.
I turn now to Dunkeld. I have a letter from a young
fellow by the name of Trevor Flinn, who is a
foundation member of Off the Rails Gallery
Incorporated, a very appropriate name. This
organisation is trying to convert the old railway station
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there into an art gallery, and I will read from a letter I
received from Trevor:
Thank you for taking an interest in my ongoing inability to
secure a lease arrangement with VicTrack, in order to use
Dunkeld’s historic train station as a community art space.

He says that this:
small, incorporated group has formed with the aim of
presenting local artwork, workshops and special installations.
We have held numerous shows in the old station building …

Yet still the group cannot get a long-term lease. It has
been in contact with the VicTrack property department,
and it has had the former transport minister, Lynne
Kosky, call in to see that place, but it is still having
difficulty. I have been in contact with VicTrack, as has
the group, and hopefully we can resolve that sooner
rather than later. That is a very important facility that
could be used.
Penshurst is another important town. The railway line
through there is not used, but there is a lot of VicTrack
land that could be utilised for commercial activity, and I
hope some activity can occur in that area. Dimboola is a
very active town in the northern part of my electorate
and has always been known as a railway town. It used
to be where the trains coming from Adelaide would
swap drivers with the trains coming from Melbourne
and the drivers would go back. Unfortunately there had
been a lack of maintenance of two footbridges over the
railway line that link to the Dimboola Memorial
Secondary College, which is on the railway line’s east
side, and it took a lot of time to get some action to
repair those bridges. The railway station is still used a
little bit.
A town I want to particularly highlight is Serviceton.
For the benefit of members in the chamber, I indicate
that Serviceton was considered to be the halfway place
between Melbourne and Adelaide, and a magnificent
railway station was built there. If anyone gets the
chance when they are driving from Melbourne to
Adelaide they should stop there. It is not far off the
main road and it is only about 4 or 5 kilometres to the
railway line. There is a magnificent brick building
there. Unfortunately it has been abandoned and is now
in disrepair. About 15 to 20 years ago a group,
supported by council, set it up as a restaurant. People
came from all over western Victoria to have a meal at
this magnificent, beautiful building in Serviceton.
However, the restaurant was not sustainable and did not
survive, and unfortunately the people involved left.
Again, particularly for those really interested in
Victorian and South Australian rail history, that is a
building that should be maintained. The railway station
in Horsham is used by U3A, which is a fantastic use of
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historic railway buildings. Unfortunately not a lot of
maintenance is going on in the buildings; they could be
maintained better.
Rail services play an important role in communities,
particularly in western Victoria. Buses servicing my
electorate link to the railway at Ararat to get people to
Melbourne. I use that service regularly in either
direction; it is a good service. However, what I want to
talk about is the opportunity for an intermodal rail
freight hub at Dooen. There has been a lot of discussion
with governments, both federal and state, and I believe
some agreement to start the building of that intermodal
rail freight hub is getting close.
As you know, Acting Speaker, an Auditor-General’s
report was tabled yesterday. The one I am referring to
was not on the ambulance services but on the
management of the freight network in Victoria. It
highlights that in 2007, 560 million tonnes of freight
was moved into, out of and around Victoria, with
89 per cent of that being carried by road, 9 per cent by
sea and only 1 per cent by rail, with a very small
amount by air. It is a disgrace for this government that
after 11 years only 1 per cent of our freight movement
is by rail. That report highlights that from 1999 to 2007
freight grew by 50 per cent, and it anticipates that by
2020 freight will grow by 46 per cent, to 820 million
tonnes, and that by 2030 it will nearly double, to
1.1 million tonnes.
Again, therefore, I say we need to get these intermodal
freight hubs built, and we need to ensure the rail lines
are maintained, because they are a vital asset not only
for the movement of people but for the movement of
freight. This government stands condemned because,
although it promised to increase the movement of
freight by rail, in 2007 only 1 per cent of freight was
moved by rail. It is a disgrace and again is something
that shows this government cannot manage projects,
cannot manage money and cannot manage the rail
freight network in Victoria. I support the Tourism
Heritage Railways Bill 2010.
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — It is a pleasure to speak
on this very important bill, which brings about a lot
more certainty for many of the railway enthusiasts
around the state. I have to confess I am a trainie.
Mr Kotsiras — You are.
Mr HERBERT — As the member for Bulleen is
affirming! We have been on the Education and
Training Committee together for seven years, and
occasionally I have wandered off from the scheduled
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program to check out the train services of an Australian
city or other place.
What better place to be a train enthusiast than in
Eltham? In Eltham Lower Park we have one of the
great tourist train services in Victoria. The Diamond
Valley Railway, with 2 kilometres of track that winds
through Eltham Lower Park, provides a fantastic
service for people. The railway was established there in
1960, having shifted from Chelsworth Park in Ivanhoe
when the park was flooded. The first train ran in the
park on 29 October 1961.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HERBERT — No, I was not on it at that point.
Since that time hundreds of thousands of people have
used the railway. Today something like 90 000 people
come from all over Victoria to ride the Diamond Valley
Railway with their kids. That is a significant number of
people for any park. The member for Frankston often
hops onto EastLink with his young daughter, Kirsten.
She loves to ride on the railway, and I am pleased that I
initiated her into the long tradition of screaming as the
train goes through the miniature tunnels. She loves that,
as does everyone else.
It is an interesting railway. The locomotives are about
one-sixteenth the size of a normal loco; everything is
miniature. What is fantastic about the railway is the
men and women who keep the locomotives and the
service going. Every Saturday and Sunday and after
work they cut wood for the locos, put in new track and
repair the signals et cetera. I pay tribute to one of the
absolutely fantastic hardworking locals, a man by the
name of Alan Calder. Alan is the longest serving
member of the Diamond Valley Railway and next year
will celebrate 50 years with the railway — that is, 50
years of providing his own time, labour, blood, sweat
and tears to give a free service to the hundreds of
thousands of young kids who just love hopping on his
train and going for a ride. I wanted to make a brief
contribution because the Diamond Valley Railway
really is a sensational asset for Victoria, and the people
who run it should be commended.
Mr K. SMITH (Bass) — It is nice to get an
opportunity to speak on the Tourist and Heritage
Railways Bill 2010. The bill’s explanatory
memorandum states that the bill:
…provides for the sustainability of tourist and heritage
railway operations in Victoria. The bill does this by giving
operators greater certainty about their interests in rail assets
and land …
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It is great that there is going to be some certainty for
railway groups.

ran about 25 kilometres between Nyora and Leongatha.
People were excited to be able to go on that ride.

Some years ago, when I was a member for
South-Eastern Province in the other place, which
covered Korumburra, I had a lot to do with the South
Gippsland Tourist Railway. I was appointed to look
after the group, and I was its patron. It was very
interesting to talk to the people who were so involved
with the railway that for many of them it dominated
their lives. They put a lot of time and effort into
working on the track. We were in government at that
stage, and we gave the group some money, and they
were able to replace a lot of the rail sleepers and put in
new ballast.

The group held a dad’s day. People could bring down
their dad, and he was able to drive the train. Somebody
was standing and watching, but dad could drive the
train. It attracted a lot of tourists to the area. It attracted
a lot of people to the restaurant, which was on the
station. Previously it served pies and coffee, but the
group turned it into more of a station dining room and
employed a chef, and it was very good.

The track being used was part of the old Leongatha
line, and it was unfortunately deteriorating rather badly.
A large number of rail bridges were causing some grief
in relation to whether or not trains could be run on
them. Certainly steam trains could not be run over some
of the bridges because of the condition they were in.
The Bracks government gave the group some money to
do bridge repairs, but it was a real concern because that
bit of track runs over what is called the ‘swamp’, which
is part of the Koo Wee Rup swamplands. The track was
settling into the swamp because of a lack of
maintenance and because the line had been out of
commission for some time.
The rail preservation group down there was looking at
running a steam train, and it had managed to borrow
one. That was run for a short period from, I think,
Nyora to Leongatha and back, and that was good. But
the track was deteriorating rather badly over the Koo
Wee Rup swamp area, and the people who had loaned
the train said, ‘We are a little worried that the train is
going to become landlocked and we will not be able to
get it out because of the condition of the track’. When
the train was taken out eventually it was laying very
much to one side where the track had settled into the
swamp. There was great concern that the train was
going to tip off the edge of the track, and that there
would have been huge recovery costs involved.
The group never gave up; its members worked
extremely hard. They virtually rebuilt the Korumburra
railway station, which I think was a heritage-listed
station. They got it back into magnificent condition so
that tourists could ride the train. In the end, a small
diesel train ran backwards and forwards — I think they
called it the Red Hen — which was a terrific thing. In
fact, I managed to drive it a couple of times, which was
quite exciting especially as I never crashed it! Tourists
were attracted down just to travel on the train, which

There was a change to the head of the group and some
of the committee members dropped off. I lost that part
of my electorate, and when I became the member for
Bass, Korumburra was no longer in my electorate and
was no longer my responsibility. Although I managed
to maintain my interest in the railway for a period, I ran
out of time to remain involved with it. I can only say
that if the bill is going to give some certainty and
understanding of their tenure to some of these railway
groups, and in particular to the South Gippsland Tourist
Railway at Korumburra — that it is not going to lose its
track or its railway stations — that is great.
Obviously the insurance problems will have to be
sorted out. I know while I was there the group had
some difficulties so far as insurance was concerned. If
they can be sorted out, it will be a great thing. I would
hate to think that the insurance side of it would go
anywhere near what happened with third-party
insurance, which just about sent a number of sporting
clubs broke and closed down a lot of businesses
because they could not afford the insurance. I wish the
bill a speedy track through the house.
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — It gives me
pleasure to support the Tourist and Heritage Railways
Bill and to put on record that this is good legislation
which will establish a register of tourist and heritage
railway assets. It will modernise land tenure and asset
allocation arrangements in the sector, and it will
establish a voluntary registration scheme for tourist and
heritage rail groups. This is in the context of the fact
that the government is currently undertaking an
ambitious review to modernise all transport legislation
in Victoria, which is the first holistic review in almost
25 years. The cornerstone of this review has been the
recent passage of the Transport Integration Act.
With those few remarks, I welcome the establishment
of a register which I think will be appropriate for both
the state-owned and the privately owned assets. I wish
the Tourist and Heritage Railways Bill a speedy
passage.
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Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Fyffe) — Order!
The time set down for consideration of items on the
government business program has concluded.
Motion agreed to.

4113

PERSONAL PROPERTY SECURITIES
(STATUTE LAW REVISION AND
IMPLEMENTATION) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 October; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).

Read second time.
Third reading

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Motion agreed to.

Third reading

Read third time.
Motion agreed to.

BAIL AMENDMENT BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).

Read third time.
Sitting suspended 12.57 p.m. until 2.05 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Read second time.

Water: charges
Third reading

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 October; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Mr BAILLIEU (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to today’s
Auditor-General’s report and the fact that because of
this government’s incompetence Victorians will pay
$18 billion for the desalination plant alone plus nearly
$6 billion for the water if it is required, and I ask: given
that the Auditor-General has already highlighted that
water bills will soon double, is it not a fact that this
incompetent government’s mismanagement of water
will place massive pressure on the cost of living for all
Victorian families for more than 25 years?
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. On this side of the
house we make no apologies for tackling the
challenge — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
South-West Coast for some cooperation — and the
member for Mornington and especially the member for
Kilsyth.
Mr BRUMBY — I make no apologies for this side
of the house tackling the issue of climate change, for
tackling the issue of water security and for tackling the
issue of what has been the longest continuous drought
in our state’s history. Anybody with any common sense
at all would know that we need to broaden our sources
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of water supply in the future. We need a source of
water supply which is non-rainfall dependent. All of the
things we have done across the state in terms of water
saving, water conservation, investment in irrigation
infrastructure, the desal plant, the Sugarloaf pipeline
and the pipelines to Bendigo and Ballarat are the right
things to do for our state.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Dandenong! I remind members that this is the last
question time of this Parliament, and it would distress
the Speaker to have to ask people to leave the chamber
under standing order 124. While I accept that there will
be a lot of noise from both sides of the chamber, I ask
that we remain professional for this last 60 minutes.
Mr BRUMBY — In relation to the cost of the
desalination plant, bear in mind that this is a project
which we decided was necessary for the state. We put
the project out for tender with a competitive tender
process involving some of the best and biggest
Australian and international companies, which all
competed ferociously to give us the best price for
building and constructing this plant. As part of the
considerations which Treasury undertakes as part of
any project that we decide to build as a PPP
(public-private partnership), we measure what is called
the public sector comparator against the cost of the
project.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Health
and the member for Scoresby!
Mr BRUMBY — This has been through a
competitive process. By the way, the final cost of the
project against the public sector comparator shows that
doing the project and delivering it this way saves
Victorian taxpayers more than a billion dollars. That
represents a 14.9 per cent saving. When we look at the
real cost of the project, it is the real cost of ordering
150 billion litres of water every year over the full life of
the project, and if you calculate that cost, it is
$5.72 billion. That is the figure which the Minister for
Water, the Treasurer and I have consistently used. That
is the real cost. When we talk about capital projects it is
always the case that we talk about the real cost.
Members would know this. If you go and buy a house
for $500 000, you do not turn around — —
Mr Burgess interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Hastings!
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Mr BRUMBY — You do not then go and say to
your friends, ‘Guess what? I have just bought a
$2 million house’, which represents the cost of the
interest, the capital repayments and the operational cost
of maintaining that house over 30 years. You do not
say, ‘I just bought a $2 million house’. You say, ‘I just
bought a $500 000 house’. So it is with a desalination
plant, and so it is with any school that we build. We say
we are building a school for $6 million. We do not say
we are building a school for $24 million, which would
represent the long-term interest payments and the costs
of operation and maintenance, and so it is with
desalination.
The PPP model we put in place ensured the
best-in-class environmental design. It ensured
underground powerlines. It ensured multiple connection
points to the pipeline, allowing access to water for
regional use. It included a world-class design which
improves visual amenity. It includes the fibre-optic
cable for broadband communications. It includes the
purchase of 100 per cent renewable energy to offset —
and the risks, such as industrial relations, are held by
the company and not by the state.
In terms of the cost, the cost of the water which is
delivered is $1.37 per kilolitre. I mention that figure
because — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Prahran,
the member for Albert Park and the member for Bass!
Mr BRUMBY — The accepted cost of water is
$1.37 per kilolitre. It may be of interest to the house to
know that when Sinclair Knight Merz modelled
alternative supply options in August 2005 it modelled a
possible dam on the Mitchell River and that the
cost per kilolitre of that project was $1.49. In other
words, it was more expensive water and less reliable.
Mr Ryan — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier has been struggling with this for more than
4 minutes. I ask you to have him complete his answer.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of The
Nationals was obviously expressing a concern that the
Premier had been speaking for some time. I uphold the
point of order. The Premier has been speaking for some
time. I ask him, even given the number of interjections
and interruptions, to conclude his answer.
Mr BRUMBY — The house is obviously aware
that the Leader of The Nationals has been struggling for
11 years to form a policy. He has not a single policy.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier not to
invite interjections.
Mr BRUMBY — As I have said, in real terms the
cost of the project is, as we have always said,
$5.7 billion. That is the way that we cost projects in this
state. The cost per kilolitre of water is $1.37. That
compares with a cost that would have come from a
Mitchell dam of $1.49. And by the way that compares
with the new plant at Binningup in Western Australia at
a cost per kilolitre of $2.11, or Kurnell in New South
Wales at $2.29.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier appears to be quoting from a study that he
referred to prepared by a research company on behalf of
the government as to various options that the
government was considering. I ask him to make
available to the house the document from which he was
quoting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Was the Premier quoting
from a document?
Mr BRUMBY — No, Speaker, I was quoting from
my notes.

Employment: government initiatives
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — My question is to
the Premier. I refer to the government’s commitment
to making Victoria the best place to live, work and
raise a family, and I ask: can the Premier update the
house on the latest job figures?
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the member for
Seymour for his question. The member has referred to
the jobs numbers created in our state and today’s
release of Australian Bureau of Statistics data. I am
delighted to inform the house today that the labour
force data released this morning confirms what we have
been saying for quite some time now, and that is that
Victoria is the jobs engine room of Australia. The state
added a further 6600 jobs in September, with full-time
growth of 15 900 people.
All of that means that in the last 12 months we have
seen 116 300 new jobs created in Victoria. That is
around one-third of all of the new full-time jobs created
in Australia, but importantly it is more jobs than were
created in any other state in Australia, so we are the
jobs engine room. If you look at the jobs we have
created in round terms, and if you add the jobs created
in Western Australia and Queensland together, you see
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that we have generated as many jobs as those two states
combined.
This did not happen by accident. This happened
because of the clear plans that we put in place; because
of our cutting payroll tax, cutting land tax and cutting
WorkCover premiums; because of our $9.5 billion
investment in capital works and infrastructure; and
because of our proactive jobs policy of going out to
generate jobs in the manufacturing sector and right
across the state. If you look at recent announcements,
you see that there are 200 new jobs in construction and
20 ongoing jobs at the Mallee solar park that the
Minister for Energy and Resources and I announced
just a couple of weeks ago; more than 500 jobs at
Bombardier to design, construct and maintain 50 new
low-floor trams for Melbourne; and 2600 new jobs
directly generated through the large-scale capital works
programs across the state in transport, public and social
housing, education and health.
If you look around the state, you see that there are other
big projects, such as $473 million for Bendigo hospital,
with something like 850 direct new jobs created
through that project alone. In virtually every part of the
state we are seeing major projects and major investment
by the private sector and by the public sector generating
jobs and creating a strong economic environment in our
state.
I repeat that this outcome did not happen by accident.
Around the world many nations are literally on their
knees. Today we see that the International Monetary
Fund has revised its global consensus forecast of what
economic growth will be, and I think it is fair to say that
the global economic recovery is still fragile. Making
sure that we get the plans right for the future in terms of
our budget and in terms of our capital works and
programs to generate jobs is crucial for our state.
As one example of what a strong economy and strong
jobs growth mean to our state, I mentioned yesterday in
Parliament the Bombardier contract and the local
content. The front page of yesterday’s Dandenong
Leader has the headline ‘Bombs away’ and
‘$303m tram contract for Dandy plant’. It says:
Bombardier panel beater Garry Hee, 56, of Cranbourne, said
morale was at an all-time high — from senior management to
the ‘guys on the floor’.
‘At my age, job security is everything, just like everyone else
with families and mortgages to pay’, he said.
‘For me it was nerve-racking waiting for the decision’.
‘Now, with a bit of luck I know what will happen next year
and the year after!’.
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That will certainly happen under our government. We
have put these plans in place, we have signed up to
these agreements and you will see a continuing focus
by our government in the future, should we be
re-elected, on jobs, on a strong economy and on
providing the sort of security that families want and
need for the future.

Crime: statistics
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the
Ombudsman’s 2009 report on crime statistics, which
identified:
… poor administrative systems and historical Victoria Police
practices which have led to some crime being underreported,
such as assaults …

I further refer to the Ombudsman’s report released
today on the implementation of the recommendations,
which states:
I am concerned that only nine of the 19 recommendations
accepted by Victoria Police in my March 2009 report have
been implemented …
…
I consider that Victoria Police has had sufficient time to
progress further than it has.

I ask: is it not a fact that Victoria Police has not fixed
the accuracy of Victorian crime statistics because this
government wants to hide accurate crime statistics from
Victorians until after the election?
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
The Nationals for his question. As I understand it, the
system in place across Victoria Police for crime
statistics is exactly the same system that has been in
place since 1992. It is the same system that existed
under the Liberal government; the same system exists
under our government. The consequence of using that
same system and that same basis is, as the Chief
Commissioner of Police described it earlier this year on
3 June 2010, when he said:
… we are continuing to see a pleasing decrease in street
violence, with the number of street assaults down across the
state by 6.8 per cent.

The opposition’s crime prevention spokesperson, the
member for Kew, said on 25 July this year that the
force’s new operational response unit had ‘made the
city safer’. The fact is that using the same system that
has been in place since 1992, Victoria’s official crime
rate has dropped by 30 per cent, the lowest crime rate
since electronic recording was introduced in 1993.
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Justice: reform initiatives
Mr LUPTON (Prahran) — My question is to the
Attorney-General. I refer to the Brumby Labor
government’s commitment to make Victoria the best
place to live, work and raise a family, and I ask: can the
Attorney-General outline to the house initiatives that
improve access to justice and address the underlying
causes of crime and also inform the house of any
challenges to those reforms?
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — I thank the
member for his question. It is a good question.
Yesterday marked another chapter in the Victorian
Labor government’s book of achievements in the
justice space. I was pleased to officially open a fantastic
new building, the William Cooper Justice Centre,
which is a new court complex in the heart of the CBD.
The William Cooper Justice Centre, which is named in
honour of a Yorta Yorta man who fought for human
rights and social and economic justice for indigenous
and non-indigenous communities, typifies an era of
accessible, efficient and modern justice. This centre will
be for all Victorians and Victorian courts. It has six
courtrooms which will be allocated to the Children’s
Court and Supreme Court, while it also features a
multi-use courtroom suitable for large trials and royal
commissions and will house the Judicial College of
Victoria and the Sentencing Advisory Council.
The new court facility comes on the back of the
Victorian courts committing to improving the quality of
court performance by signing up to the International
Framework for Court Excellence. Whilst the
government has provided additional resources and
judicial officers and modernised the legislative
framework, this new framework that the courts have
signed up to will be the next major cultural change in
our justice system. It will help the courts sets standards
in areas such as timeliness of decision making and court
processes, accessibility of court facilities, filing fees,
training and education, and the level of satisfaction of
people who use our courts.
I am sure most members of the public would know that
the law is an evolving and complicated system with a
range of pressure points. There is no one-size-fits-all
approach to the justice system. The Brumby
government realises that to have any traction in dealing
with law and order issues in the modern world, you
have to be smarter and you need a strategy that is tough
on crime but that also deals with the underlying causes
of crime, otherwise you are just conning the public.
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One of our successful approaches, as you would know,
Speaker, has been the Neighbourhood Justice Centre. In
the past year the Neighbourhood Justice Centre has
contributed to improving the wellbeing of the city of
Yarra community, which has experienced a drop in
crime of almost 20 per cent. But the Neighbourhood
Justice Centre — I was asked about threats — may well
be under threat by those who oppose it and who have
labelled it ‘apartheid justice’.
Mr K. Smith — Who?
Mr HULLS — It was the member for South-West
Coast.
This government has a proud record of standing up for
all Victorians. We are of the firm view that all
Victorians should be protected from discrimination and
not prevented from fully participating in life because
some people consider them different. Equal
opportunity, by its very nature, is and should be for
everybody. You cannot pick and choose who is to be
protected from discrimination. You cannot, for
example, exclude gay people because you hold the
view that their practices are ‘capable of scientific and
medical measurement’, ‘destructive’, ‘harmful’ and
worse than smoking, as the shadow Attorney-General
claimed in 1995.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HULLS — Run it again? What the member for
Box Hill said — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HULLS — He is shadow Attorney-General,
you goose, and in 1995 — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise members of the
opposition that the I am well aware of who made the
last most inappropriate interjection while I was on my
feet.
Mr HULLS — This government believes that
Victorian’s basic human rights should be protected. We
enshrined these values in the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities. The charter protects the basic
rights of all Victorians to such things as freedom of
expression, a right to a fair hearing, freedom from
torture and protection of families and children. But
these rights are under threat; there are some who have
made it quite clear that given the chance they would
actually repeal the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities.
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I conclude on this note: whether it be the specialist
courts that are turning people’s lives around, such as the
Koori Court, the Family Violence Court, the
Assessment and Referral Court or the Drug Court, or
whether it be our Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities or indeed our groundbreaking equal
opportunity legislation, which are all aimed at dealing
with the causes of crime and making our society fairer,
all of these things are under threat by those opposite
who either oppose them or believe in a one-size-fits-all
approach to justice. They should be ashamed of
themselves.

Public transport: myki ticketing system
Mr BAILLIEU (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to today’s
Auditor-General’s report, which has found that despite
auditing of the myki ticketing system for more than a
year the system failed basic tests of ‘accuracy,
completeness, integrity and reliability’, and I ask: is it
not a fact that this incompetent government has left
Victorians with a legacy of another billion-dollar white
elephant, and if not, how can Victorian commuters ever
trust this system?
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. As I have indicated
before to the house:
Myki offers great benefits for public transport users … there
will be no more searching for loose change or fussing with
tickets, and best of all … fares will be cheaper —

using myki.
It has been very well received so far; compared to the old
system, this is a lot faster.

As I have said to the house before, these are the words
of the Liberal Party candidate for Seymour, Michael
Laker, and that is his view about the myki system. I am
also pleased — —
Mr Ryan — That is an authoritative opinion.
Mr BRUMBY — That is an authoritative opinion?
The Liberal Party candidate for Seymour? That is on
the Hansard record.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! While I am aware that
there is an element of muck-up day today, I know that
all members wish to be in the chamber to hear the
valedictory speeches of the members who are resigning.
I ask all members to choose appropriate parliamentary
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behaviour, and that includes the Minister for Energy
and Resources and the Leader of The Nationals.
Mr BRUMBY — I would say that recently we have
made further announcements in relation to myki and
senior citizens. All seniors with Victorian Seniors Cards
are now eligible to receive the first seniors myki free.
People who have already registered for a seniors
Sunday pass will receive their myki free in the post
over the coming months, and those who have not
registered can contact myki directly to find out how
they can register for their free card. Seniors myki cards
automatically give their owner free travel across two
zones on a Sunday. From 1 January we will also be
extending that offer to include Saturday. From
1 January next year Victorian seniors will be able to use
their myki cards for free travel across any two
consecutive zones, and they will able to do that all
weekend. That means free travel across Melbourne, on
many town bus services in regional Victoria and for
some short trips on V/Line.
The system is in place. This system is continuing to be
used by more and more Victorians. As I have said in
relation to seniors myki cards in particular, we have
extended their use, which will mean more free transport
for senior citizens across our state.

Education: government initiatives
Ms MARSHALL (Forest Hill) — My question is to
the Minister for Education. I refer to the Brumby Labor
government’s commitment to make Victoria the best
place to live, work and raise a family, and I ask: can the
minister detail to the house how the government’s
significant reforms and investments in our education
system are delivering for Victorian families and is she
aware of any challenges?
Ms PIKE (Minister for Education) — I thank the
member for Forest Hill for her question. Year after year
the government has taken action to ensure that every
child in Victoria has every opportunity to fulfil their
potential — to shine, to grow, to develop and to achieve
all of this through a great education. For example, we
have invested $1.9 billion in the Victorian schools plan.
Over this last term in office we have surpassed our
commitment to rebuild, renovate and modernise
500 schools by an additional 53 schools. We have
created jobs, we have stimulated the economy and kids
have got fantastic facilities for their education. That is
such a contrast to forcibly closing 300 schools.
Whether you are tradie, a small business person, a
builder, a subcontractor or an architect, you can be
assured that the Brumby government will continue to
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rebuild our schools and invest in this really vital
infrastructure. When you couple that with the additional
funding that has been made available from the
commonwealth, you can look back over this time and
see that it has been a very dramatic period in rebuilding
and renovating our education system. The best that
those opposite could do was just to oppose that
additional funding, and if it had succeeded, that would
have been a terrible thing for our schools.
During the period of the Bracks and Brumby
governments we have delivered 10 300 extra teachers
and support staff into our schools, creating more jobs
than the 9000 that were taken out during the 1990s —
9000 teachers were taken out of our schools during the
1990s. Over this current period there have been
10 300 additional staff members appointed, and where
have some of those staff members gone? The member
for Narre Warren South will be very pleased to know
that there are 1126 extra teachers in that community.
The member for Polwarth will be pleased to know that
698 extra staff have been working in schools in his
electorate. The member for Bayswater — I will give the
member these figures very slowly so she gets them
right — will be pleased to know that 759 extra staff are
working in her schools.
On top of that we have delivered the Blueprint for
Education and Early Childhood Development, a
comprehensive school improvement agenda. We have
had a plan, we have developed the plan, we have
consulted on the plan and we are implementing the
plan. We have not been like others who have been too
lazy to develop any education policies.
On top of that we are delivering an additional
$2.1 billion of funding in a historic new Victorian
non-government schools funding agreement. We have
costed that, we have targeted that, we have got the
agreement of the non-government sector and we have
got our figures right. We have managed to be able to
organise that, unlike others who made announcements
and could not even get the figures right.
I was asked about challenges. The challenge for the
future of the Victorian education system is to keep that
significant momentum going, and there is only one
group of people who are really committed to this and
who are absolutely passionate.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Kilsyth. If he makes one more interjection similar to
that one, the member will not be here for valedictory
speeches.
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Ms PIKE — We have created here in Victoria a
world-class education system that is the envy of every
state and territory in this country and is internationally
acclaimed. Of course it is easier to tear something down
than to build it up. This has taken long, sustained and
committed work by this government. It is easier to gag
teachers, which was legislated by the previous
government — the gag on teachers — than it is to
consult with them and let them have a say. That is the
kind of approach we saw in the 1990s, which led to a
second-class education system. That was never
acceptable.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
come back to government business.
Ms PIKE — A second-class education system has
never been good enough for this government. We
support our hardworking and dedicated principals and
teachers. We believe in our students. We work closely
with their parents. We know that our school
communities deserve the very best. Turning our backs
on Victorian families and profiting from that
experience, shutting down schools and selling them off
will never happen under a Labor government.

Vocational education and training: government
performance
Mr BAILLIEU (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the fact that the
Auditor-General has today reported that this
incompetent government has utterly failed to regulate
and audit vocational training and education providers in
this state, and to the Auditor-General’s comments in the
report noting the ‘unsatisfactory way’ that the ‘authority
has dealt with my office throughout the conduct of the
audit’, and further, unprecedented ‘levels of resistance
and obfuscation’ by the authority, and I ask: given that
these failures have directly contributed to the massive
projected decline in post-secondary enrolment of
international students in this state, will the Premier now
apologise for this further example of this tired
government’s cover-ups and incompetence?
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. The premise again —
as we have seen most of this week with most of the
questions from the Leader of the Opposition — is
completely false.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to cooperate with the smooth running of
question time. I suggest to various members of the
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opposition and the government that if they want to have
a discussion about the question that has been asked,
they are quite capable of leaving the chamber and
having that discussion outside.
Mr BRUMBY — As I have said, the whole premise
of the Leader of the Opposition’s question is just false,
and it is demonstrably false. If the Leader of the
Opposition would care to examine some of the
commentary on this issue, I think the Australian of a
few weeks ago, with — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! While I accept that the
opposition would like the Premier to address a question
in a set way, the Premier will decide how he addresses
the question.
Mr BRUMBY — The Leader of the Opposition
would do well to read that, particularly the comments
of the Australian vice-chancellors about what is driving
the challenges occurring in higher education at the
moment.
In terms of the context of the Auditor-General’s report,
it is important to understand that our government has
made a number of changes over the last few years,
acting decisively to protect the reputation of the sector
in Victoria. These are actions which began more than
two years ago, in 2008. We responded to concerns then
about the quality of vocational education and training,
and we put in place a range of significant initiatives to
raise further the standard of vocational education and
training in Victoria.
We provided $4.7 million in 2009 to fund increased
auditing and quality assurance for vocational education
and training providers, and we provided extensive
assessment of the financial viability of providers. The
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority has
led more than 150 specific reviews, and many of these
have resulted in managed provider closures and the
relocation of students, both domestic and international,
to other high-quality providers. Additional staff have
been employed at the VRQA to support students who
have been affected in that way.
In addition the honourable member would recall that
last December the government strengthened the powers
of the VRQA to ensure that it could take faster action in
relation to any poor quality providers and could name
the directors and managers of any providers they
suspended or cancelled. Earlier this year the minister
appointed four new board members to the VRQA, who
bring an exceptional range of skills to the regulation of
providers in Victoria, including in financial
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management, audit, business and governance. The
Education and Training Reform Amendment (Skills)
Bill was designed to further strengthen those powers of
the VRQA. Those changes are positive changes which
improve the quality of education in our sector.
Again, I reject the premise of the Leader of the
Opposition’s question, and I invite him to look at the
comments of vice-chancellors in relation to the number
of international students who are studying in Victoria
and across Australia.

Housing: homelessness strategy
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — My question is
to the Minister for Housing. I refer the minister to the
Labor government’s commitment to building a fairer
Victoria, and I ask: can the minister update the house
on recent Labor government initiatives to tackle
homelessness?
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Housing) — I thank the
member for Northcote for her question and indeed for
her fantastic advocacy on behalf of some of the most
vulnerable people in our community. I was delighted to
join the member for Northcote at a recent
redevelopment of housing in Roberts Street in
Northcote, where we opened 47 high-quality, 6-star
public housing units for elderly people. It is a fantastic
project. This project is yet another example of where
the record $500 million investment which was provided
by the Premier for public and social housing two
budgets ago is going.
That record investment of $500 million set the platform
for the extraordinary partnership we have with the
federal Labor government through the Nation Building
program, under which we have in excess of $1.1 billion
to build 4500 new homes right across the state. All up
we will build 6500 units in the next two years. This is
the biggest build of public and social housing since the
1956 Olympic Games.
Moving on, we remember the excellent work the
member for Albert Park undertook for the government
looking into rooming house accommodation — the
Foley review — and indeed the $77.2 million that was
provided by the government to support women and
children particularly to exit rooming house
accommodation. We will be providing in excess of 200
of those properties through the Nation Building
program for women and children to exit rooming
houses.
It was a fantastic day when the Premier opened the
Common Ground project in Elizabeth Street,
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Melbourne, which is now being tenanted. There are
161 units in Elizabeth Street, and already more than
60 residents have moved in to that safe, affordable and
secure housing. Most importantly, wrapped around
those vulnerable people are all the services that they
need to help them and to support them in their tenancy.
We know that when you put those support services
around people they get better and they go on to lead
productive lives.
That project of course was a key partnership, which the
Premier has talked about so many times — the
partnership we have with the philanthropic sector, with
the community sector and of course with the private
sector. The extraordinary contribution of the Grocon
corporation, which built that project at cost, open book
at cost, meant a saving for the government of
$9 million, which will go directly towards supporting
further homelessness projects.
Similarly I was delighted to again be with the Premier
at the launch of our next 10-year strategy to tackle
homelessness. We are the only state in Australia to
have a homelessness strategy, which of course was
launched by my colleague the Minister for Education.
This is the next 10-year strategy, which goes to the
heart of addressing homelessness across people’s life
stages — family homelessness, women and children
escaping domestic violence, young people experiencing
homelessness, adults and of course older Victorians.
Already we spend $170 million per year supporting in
excess of 175 000 people per year who experience
episodes of homelessness. We are investing a further
$42 million over the next couple of years to support
innovation to see how we can do it better. We can do it
better, and we are prepared as a government to face the
challenges of homelessness.
The alternative, of course, and this is the final point I
would like to make, Speaker — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for
Education!
Mr WYNNE — It is timely, as we are reaching the
end of this parliamentary term, that we should pause to
consider what are the alternative propositions that are
being put before the people on 27 November.
Mr Ryan — On a point of order, Speaker, under the
standing orders I ask that the minister identify from
whom this information he is about to offer is said to
have emanated, and if it has come from the opposition
then of course this is not the time to be debating matters
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pertaining to the opposition. This time is to debate
issues regarding government business.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order, but I remind the minister that question time is
about government business.
Mr WYNNE — On 27 November the people will
have an opportunity to have a choice about who stands
with the homeless and the most vulnerable in our
community. We have seen numerous examples where
people in this house and in the other house have sought
to mislead and to frustrate and block public and social
housing developments. There are people in this house
who ought to hang their heads in shame — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will
conclude his answer without further debate.
Mr WYNNE — That will be the opportunity open
to the voters on 27 November. As the Premier has
so — —
Dr Napthine — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is debating the issue, and I ask you to bring
him back to answering the question with respect to
government business and to adhere to your ruling that
he should conclude his answer.
The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the minister
was concluding his answer, and as the last two words I
heard from the minister were ‘the Premier’, I believe he
was referring to government business.
Mr WYNNE — As the Premier has so eloquently
put this: you cannot be the best state to live in unless
you are also the fairest.

Police: resources
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the fact that figures
recently released demonstrate that in the last 12 months
under this government crimes against the person have
increased by 2.9 per cent and serious assaults have
increased by 3.8 per cent, and I ask: is it not a fact that
the government’s failure to properly resource police has
left our communities dangerously exposed to bashings,
theft — —
Mr Batchelor — Speaker, there are two elements to
my point of order. The Leader of The Nationals is
referring to figures without identifying any source as to
where they have come from or even whether they are
real figures or just ones he has made up again.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Batchelor — Well, he often does it; he just
makes them up. They could be anything. In light of his
earlier question, I remind the Leader of The Nationals
of the standing orders, which say questions are to be
succinct and factual, and I ask you to bring him to
order.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of The
Nationals if he is able to substantiate the figures in his
question. The Leader of The Nationals has assured me
he can. I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr RYAN — And I ask: is it not a fact that the
government’s failure to properly resource police has
left our communities dangerously exposed to bashings,
theft and other forms of assault, thereby substantially
threatening those Victorians who simply wish to live in
safety so they can live, work and raise a family?
Mr Batchelor — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Leader of The Nationals assured us he was able to
substantiate these figures. He has deliberately denied us
the opportunity to know where these figures have come
from. We ask him to make their authenticity and
verification available.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order. The Leader of The Nationals has given me an
assurance that he can substantiate the figures he has
used.
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question and for the opportunity
to restate the government’s commitment to investing in
police across our state, to tackling law and order issues
and to rolling out 1966 additional front-line police over
the next five years. During the period in which we have
been in government, far from reducing police numbers
we have been increasing them. In the time we have
been in government nearly 2000 additional police have
been put in place in our state and have been working
across the state to make Victoria safer. As I have said,
over the next five years there will be another 1966
police.
In relation to the crime statistics, in response to an
earlier question, I think from the Leader of the
Opposition, I referred to this:
… we are continuing to see a pleasing decrease in street
violence, with the number of street assaults down across the
state by 6.8 per cent.

That was said by the Chief Commissioner of Police on
3 June.
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The Leader of The Nationals referred to Victoria Police
crime statistics. As I have indicated, the method of
collecting those statistics has been in place since 1992.
What those statistics show is that Victoria’s crime rate
has fallen again for the ninth consecutive year, with a
decrease of 6.4 per cent per 100 000 population on the
previous year. The second point is that Victoria’s crime
rate is now 30 per cent lower than it was in 2000–01.
The third point, which seems to amuse the Leader of
The Nationals, is that crime rates are now at their
lowest point since the introduction of computerised
recording back in 1993.
As the official police statistics show very clearly, that
compares starkly with another period in our state’s
history, between 1995 and 2000, when the Leader of
the Opposition was the state president of the Liberal
Party. During that period police numbers were down
and crime figures were up.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
cease debating the question.
Mr BRUMBY — The latest 2009–10 crime
statistics show that crime rates have fallen over the past
year in a number of crime categories, including overall
crime against the person not arising from family
violence, which is down by 1 per cent. Assaults fell by
0.3 per cent, robberies are down by 8.8 per cent, overall
crime against property is down by 8.9 per cent,
residential burglary is down by 4.5 per cent, theft from
a motor vehicle is down by 6.3 per cent, theft of a
motor vehicle is down by 7.6 per cent, handling stolen
goods is down by 22 per cent, and the rate of crime on
public transport per million trips has fallen by 8.4 per
cent.
As a government we have made successive
commitments to increase police numbers, and we have
kept all of those commitments to increase numbers. On
our side of the house we understand that we want the
safest state in Australia. We want to continue to be the
safest state in Australia, and that is why we have
toughened up our laws. It is why we have introduced
new random search powers and tough new powers
against alcohol-fuelled violence, and it is why we have
committed to, budgeted for, fully costed and fully paid
for 1966 new front-line police to be rolled out over the
next five years.
The people of Victoria know that when we make a
promise in relation to police we deliver it on every
occasion. We will deliver the additional police that will
help ensure that our state remains the safest state
anywhere in Australia.
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Health services: awards
Mr STENSHOLT (Burwood) — My question is to
the Minister for Heath, who well understands how
important health is to Victorian families. Can the
minister inform the house of how the Brumby Labor
government is supporting Victoria’s public health
services and recognising their achievements?
Mr ANDREWS (Minister for Health) — I thank the
member for Burwood for his question and for his
passionate commitment to better health services in his
local community.
Last night the Premier and I had the great pleasure,
indeed the honour, of attending the Victorian public
health-care awards ceremony, and just for a moment in
what is a very hectic and busy sector — the public
health-care sector — having a pause in which to thank
and congratulate the dedicated and hardworking
professionals who do so much great work in every part
of our state, often servicing the most vulnerable at their
most vulnerable time. This is a great set of awards, and
as I said, the ceremony is an opportunity to celebrate
and honour the contribution that so many make right
across our health system. The Victorian health system
is judged by many from both sides of politics — indeed
from all over the country — to be Australia’s leading
health system.
The winners amongst many worthy finalists — and I
want to go through those who were honoured last
night — include the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre,
which won the award for the metropolitan health
service of the year. It is a fine health service providing
care and support to cancer patients right across Victoria
both here in East Melbourne and also through other
models right across the state. We have increased
funding at the Peter Mac by 141 per cent, and as all
honourable members know, we are also supporting
Peter Mac as a central partner in the Parkville
Comprehensive Cancer Centre on the site of the former
dental hospital.
The Robinvale District Health Service won the rural
health service of the year award. We have increased
funding to that health service by 122 per cent, and
through equipment grants and other support we
continue to back that community and its hospital to
provide better care for patients and families there.
South West Healthcare won the regional health service
of the year award. We have increased funding and
support for South West Healthcare in Warrnambool by
105 per cent, and as honourable members know, that is
very substantial indeed. One of the biggest ever health
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capital works projects in regional Victoria’s history is
currently under way at Warrnambool, with more than
$115 million being provided by our government to
make sure that the quality of the facilities at
Warrnambool matches the quality of the care provided
by staff. Congratulations to those three health services
and to the many others who were honoured last night.
Their hard work, dedication and passion and the clear
results they are delivering for families right across
Victoria were celebrated.
I am saddened by the fact that a number of health
services were not eligible to be nominated for awards
last night. In fact 12 hospitals were not eligible to
receive awards last night because those hospitals no
longer exist. They were boarded up, shut down and sold
off, including one in the electorate of the member for
Burwood, by a group in the community. They were
boarded up, shut down and sold off and taken away
from those communities, so sadly we could not honour
the contribution of health service delivery in those
services because they do not treat patients any more.
They do not employ any doctors or nurses. Those
hospitals have been taken away.
Last night provided us with an opportunity to honour
the contribution made by so many across our health
system. That sits in stark contrast to others who would
rather run around Victoria bagging our doctors, bagging
our nurses and bagging our public hospital system. But
that is not the approach of this government. We have
provided strong and consistent support in terms of
recurrent funding and strong and consistent support in
terms of capital works. We will continue to do that
because we know how important these services are to
every community right across Victoria. Of course there
is more important work to be done — and make no
mistake, this is the government to do it.

VALEDICTORY STATEMENTS
The SPEAKER — Order! I remind members that
only 10 minutes has been allowed for valedictory
speeches. Obviously members will not be cut off in
mid-sentence or mid-thought, but while I am sure there
will be moments of humour, I ask that we not cut into
members’ time.
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — Speaker, you may well have heard that I
announced today I will retire at the next state election.
This decision comes after a recent bout of pneumonia
and the decision of my partner, Dorothy, to retire from
full-time work. She has been working actively in her
career in cancer prevention and public health education,
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and these activities have caused me to reconsider
whether I can commit to another full four-year term.
Political and public life takes its toll on family time, but
after almost 21 years of public service it has become
clear to me that it is not possible to contemplate one of
us retiring while the other is still working at the
demanding levels required of a minister. Given this
realisation, I have decided to spend more time with
Dorothy and not to contest the November state election.
Companionship and quality of time spent together are
really the keys to the success of an enduring partnership
and, I guess, longevity in politics. The time has now
arrived for me to put Dorothy first.
In Parliament I have had three separate careers, you
might say. Firstly, as a government backbencher when I
was first elected under the premiership of John Cain
and then Joan Kirner. Secondly, in opposition I spent
seven years as the shadow Minister for Transport,
working with opposition leaders Jim Kennan, John
Brumby and Steve Bracks. During that time I even
once managed to gatecrash a Kennett cabinet meeting. I
had an alternative transport plan. Despite occasional
good days like that one, the years in opposition are
always a hard slog, and that was certainly true then.
Opposition was made easier by the wonderful but
limited support team we had in the opposition office. I
thank the people with whom I worked closely at that
time, including Aileen Muldoon, Lachlan McDonald,
Rob Hulls and Julia Gillard. It helps having good
workhorses who can do a lot of the work.
Finally, during the last 11 years as a minister I have had
the opportunity to serve in a terrific range of portfolios,
including the transport portfolio for two full terms —
and let me tell you that any period of time being
Minister for Transport is a tough gig. I think someone
once told me that seven years as transport minister in
Victoria was the longest continuous period of any
transport minister. If it was not, it certainly felt like it.
During this period of time I also held the major projects
portfolio, and after the 2006 election I became the
Minister for Energy and Resources. At the same time I
served as the Minister for Victorian Communities,
which was subsequently renamed community
development, and at the beginning of this year I became
Minister for the Arts.
In transport we worked on building patronage and the
use of the public transport system — and boy, have we
been successful! We rebuilt country rail in particular
through the fast rail project, we introduced new rolling
stock especially designed to be accessible for all people
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and we established the new tram stops, which are now
widely appreciated. I oversaw the construction of the
Southern Cross station and the commencement of
major projects, including channel deepening.
We also invested in major road infrastructure including
EastLink, but I am extremely proud to have introduced
the road safety campaign Arrive Alive, which has saved
hundreds of Victorian lives. Many of those initiatives
were controversial at the time but have now come to be
universally regarded as good policy and good projects
for the state of Victoria. We were never a government
to shy away from the hard but necessary decisions.
Major projects is an unusual area of ministerial work
because you rarely get to start and finish a project
during your term. But I am proud of the work we did on
the completion of Federation Square, which has
become the heart of our city. Through the energy and
resources portfolio I am proud to have overseen a
significant investment by the Brumby Labor
government to kick-start the clean-up of the energy
sector in this state.
This government is the only party in Victoria with a
clear plan for tackling climate change and transforming
the energy sector in a planned and staged way. Given
our reliance on private investors, getting the right policy
settings is crucial, which is why I am proud that I have
overseen the significant investment in cleaner energy
generation, including the largest wind farm and solar
facility in the southern hemisphere and the new
gas-powered generation at Mortlake.
In the arts I have worked hard to establish good
relationships with the arts community, and my biggest
regret is that I came to the arts portfolio for only a brief
period of time. I am an arts enthusiast. I have enjoyed
every minute as arts minister, and I want to make sure
that the vibrant arts community in Victoria continues to
be the best in Australia
I was proud when this Parliament supported abortion
law reform, and I was proud to have been part of that
progressive move.
I am perhaps most proud of the legacy of a fairer and
more just Victoria that has come from the investment of
successive Labor governments in the people and
services of this state. As community development
minister I worked with others to tackle disadvantage
through our sustained investment in A Fairer Victoria.
Labor governments are voted in to make life better for
people and especially to take care of the weakest and
most vulnerable. I am proud to have served in a team
led by a Premier where this is never forgotten.
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Finally, I would like to thank the people of
Thomastown for their support. It has been an honour to
represent the area. In my electorate my priorities have
been bringing jobs and economic infrastructure to the
northern suburbs, improving health and hospital care,
upgrading both roads and public transport and
rebuilding schools. It has been about getting jobs for
local people, keeping them healthy and providing good
schools for their kids — the things only a Labor
government can and will deliver.
Very few politicians choose the time and the manner of
their going, and I am pleased that I have had the
opportunity to do just that. I am grateful for the career I
have had in public life, and I now feel it is the time for
somebody else to have the opportunity to forge their
own career.
I would like to thank John Brumby, my cabinet
colleagues and the caucus for their leadership, support
and cooperation during my time as a minister. I am
going to be right there with them fighting until the
re-election of the Brumby government in November
this year. It will be a tough fight, but it will be well
worth it.
The work of a minister and a government is a team
effort, and my successful career has been made possible
by a creative and loyal staff, with the support of a
professional and talented public service. I have had
great chiefs of staff, including Lachlan McDonald, the
late Jim Stevenson, Kate Leonard and Susanne Legena.
Each of them has had a fantastic team of policy
advisers, media advisers and administrative support. In
the administrative support area I express my particular
thanks to Faye Wilson and the one and only Katherine
Rawlins.
In my electorate office I have worked with Maureen
Corrigan all through my time as the member for
Thomastown, and she has been a central asset to me
and to the electorate. Thanks also to Noreen and
Elizabeth, who are currently working in my office, and
to a former electorate officer, Mary Salvucci. I want to
thank the ALP and my friends and supporters from
Thomastown, including Sam Spadafora, the Dimos
brothers, Sally-Ann Delaney, Yogi Thurairatnam,
Goran Torbakov and Cassandra Kemp.
Finally to my partner, Dorothy, and sons Ryan and
Lachlan, I just want to say thank you, and I look
forward to spending more time with them.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr CAMERON (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) — Today I address this great and
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honourable house for the last time. It has been a great
privilege to be the member for Bendigo West and a
minister in a Labor government. I thank my colleagues
for that, and I thank the people of Bendigo West, with
whom I have worked so closely over the years.
As part of that great privilege of being the member for
Bendigo West I have been able to work with
communities in central Victoria on so many things. The
downside to that has been that each week I am away
from home for days at a time, as other honourable
members will know. That works well when things are
fine, but with our family situation something had to
give. I had to be home more, and the thing that had to
give was me. Leaving is a big decision, but when you
think it through, it is logical. I love being a local
member, I love being a minister and making change, I
love this government and I love this caucus, but I love
my wife and family more.
We have to think through the important role that
politicians play and what happens in terms of law and
in terms of services. We can think of all the services
that we provide as a government, and about how
important they are and how wide their range is.
Probably the commonwealth does not always recognise
that — if I can just put in a little jibe here — but the
range really is wide. For example, just to demonstrate
the breadth of services, I had a letter last year from a
prisoner. It was a very nice, respectful letter, but he
wanted to tell me that he did not like his lot. He said in
the letter, ‘Mr Cameron, things go missing from around
here all the time. The place is full of thieves’.
I had the good fortune to be a lawyer before I came into
this place, and this really meant that the members of the
public did not have to change their attitude to me too
much. You would not want to be a nurse and have to
come into this place, I would have to say, despite the
important role we have. Perhaps as an aside, my wife
says that her father was a used car salesman and she
married a lawyer who turned into a politician, and she
has become convinced that our kids are going to
become a firm of real estate agents.
When I came here I sat up the back with the member
for Essendon, Judy Maddigan, who has become a great
friend. She was a good and impartial Speaker. She was
probably a little bit too impartial for my liking; I was
the first minister in 20 years to get thrown out. I
survived that indignity, but I have never quite got over
the fact that Victor Perton got up and defended me. I
became great friends with Carlo Carli; we used to share
an office together. You would never want to play a
history version of Trivial Pursuit with Carlo; his
knowledge is truly amazing.
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Despite that personal relationship we have had quite a
professional relationship in the last few years. Part of
my job as Minister for Police and Emergency Services
has been to introduce legislation to take away people’s
rights, and his job as the chair of the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee has been to write to me and
berate me about those things. We have had a lot of
erudite correspondence, and that is because Carlo is
erudite and because someone in my department is
erudite. I thank you very much, Carlo.
Peter Batchelor, the Leader of the House, who also
leaves today, has been a great friend. Peter has many
skills and qualities — rat cunning is one of them — and
as a tutor there could really be none better.
I thank all of my chiefs of staff: Phil Martin; Phil Reed;
Martin Foley, now the member for Albert Park — and
what a great local member; and Brett Curran. They
have all been very different and they have all been very
wise, but they have always been sharp. I thank them,
and I thank all of my current staff and staff I have had
over the years, including Cameron Robinson, who has
been with me for many years.
We are very fortunate to have a great public service,
and to be able to work with the departments really
demonstrates that. To all my cabinet colleagues: the
things we have been able to do together have been so
important. I thank my driver, Matt Kelly. When I think
about it, I spend more one-on-one conversation time
with Matt than with anyone else. We have been
together for six years. We have a fair relationship. I
listen to his drivel, and he listens to my drivel, and we
have got on so well. He has been so important to my
wellbeing over the years.
You never quite know what to expect when suddenly
you are in government. The only thing you have known
has been from Yes, Minister and suddenly you are a
minister, and you do not really know if that is true —
you do not really know. But I twigged very early on in
the piece that there might be something to it as Minister
for Local Government when my bureaucratic opposite
number told me someone wanted to have a row with us
about something. I have never, ever really minded a
blue, so I said to her, ‘If they want to have a blue, let us
give them a blue’, and she said to me, ‘Minister, I must
counsel you against such a course of action’. I knew
then that there was actually something to it.
Seriously, can I say it has been great to be involved in
the team of a great government. I think of all the change
that needed to happen following 7 February 2009. That
was a terrible day when 173 people lost their lives. A
lot of people said that was just a bad day, but you
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simply cannot approach things like that because so
much change has had to happen. If we go to the nub of
what the royal commission said, it was that on the very,
very worst of days it is not firefighting that is so
important; it is actually about information and getting
that out in advance — so there is one source, one
message — and about the emergency alert, for which
Victoria had argued for a long time and which
ultimately happened. But there was enormous reform.
I know I have to settle the fire services commissioner in
his office, and I made a commitment to the Premier to
do that, and that will be done in the next six weeks. But
I say to all of the emergency services personnel, both
the volunteers and the staff, that the role they have in
the community is just so important. So whether they be
in the Country Fire Authority, the State Emergency
Service, any of the other organisations or the police, I
wish them all the very, very best for the future.
We have seen big changes with police powers, banning
notices, fines for being drunk and disorderly, a
disorderly offence and weapon searches. What we have
seen is a change. If we exclude family violence, we are
actually seeing a reduction in crime — it is now lower
than it was in 2001. Certainly I say to all of the police
and to police command, I wish them the best. The Chief
Commissioner of Police, Simon Overland, is the fairest,
straightest and most decent of men, and I believe he
will be a great chief commissioner.
I had to work through the challenges of drought, and
that was difficult. The building of the Melbourne
Showgrounds was a great thing. I cut short the tenure of
the Melbourne City Council and oversaw the public
consultations and introduced the directly elected mayor
model, which I believe has brought great stability to the
city. No longer is it called Clown Hall.
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reasonable; she says that is because she is reasonable.
But we have done so many things together: the fast rail,
the Calder duplication, the super-pipe, the new police
station, the junior secondary school — the list goes on
and on. It has been the biggest decade ever for
infrastructure in central Victoria, but the best decade is
still to come with Bendigo’s new hospital.
I say thank you so much to my electorate staff: Maree
Edwards, Kaye Paterson and Elaine Walsh. I thank the
ALP, and I thank David Kennedy, the former member
for Bendigo West, who has always been my campaign
director and is a dear friend.
I have worked with two great premiers, Steve Bracks
and John Brumby. They have both believed in the
whole of the state, in growing the whole of the state and
harnessing the whole of the state. There was no
distinction between country and city. It has been about
everyone. Treating the whole of the state fairly has been
the hallmark of our government. I say to you, Premier,
that with your experience, your wisdom, your drive,
your energy and your reforming zeal, you are certainly
capable of rising to any challenge, and I wish you all
the very best for the future.
To those opposite whom I have come to know well
over the years and with whom I am on good terms, I
say what my late Liberal-voting Uncle Stewart used to
say, I wish you well — but not too well. I say to those
on this side of the house that I wish you well — very
well. Can I just say thank you to you all for your
company, your comradeship, your friendship and your
memories. It has been great to be part of a great team.
Honourable members applauded.

In WorkCover we reintroduced common-law rights for
seriously injured workers, and we increased benefits.
But importantly we turned the scheme around. It was
fundamentally out of control. It had never made a profit
from insurance operations, and we were able to turn
that around. That has been great for workers and great
for employers. There was really a large team involved
there: James MacKenzie, Bob Officer, Bill Mountford
and Helen Silver. It really just demonstrated what can
be achieved when you work as a team and work
together.

Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) — To the Speaker,
colleagues and those family members and friends who
are in the gallery: I thank you for giving me these few
minutes on this last day in this chamber as the member
for Caulfield. This valedictory speech for me is a
bitter-sweet experience. Yes, I am happy that hopefully
my life will perhaps change a little more and be a bit
more relaxed, with time to meet some new challenges,
to catch up with some very neglected friends and to
spend time with family, and especially the small people
in my life, who are also very young. I have had to
promise these small people that sleepovers will
definitely be happening more often.

In Bendigo we have just done so much. Can I just say
to Jacinta Allan, the Minister for Regional and Rural
Development, who also represents Bendigo, that she
has been a fantastic political partner. For 11 years we
have never had a cross word. I say that is because I am

I know I look forward to a private life as well. I think it
is the expectation of everyone in this house that we do
have a right to privacy. Some feel that is not always
honoured, but nevertheless I look forward to it. Yet I
look forward to these things with the knowledge that I
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will miss the company of many who have contributed
to my life in the things I have done over the past
141/2 years. Ted Baillieu, the Leader of the Opposition,
has been a friend and a colleague for over 20 years and
a person I can truly call a mentor. He is the most civil,
passionate and sincere person I know, and I admire him
as being driven by civic duty and having a caring for
this state which in my view is unsurpassed in this place.
I cannot name all the people in my past, members of the
parliamentary party past and present, members of the
organisation of the Liberal Party, and my own family
and friends who encouraged and helped me attain that
which I now appreciate as being a very special privilege
and a deep honour. I am grateful to these people. I
know I will miss the company of some of them, but not
all of them, but I do promise to keep in touch. I know I
will definitely miss the naughty people here in bay 13,
who have encouraged me to perhaps step outside my
usual controlled behaviour pattern — and for this I do
apologise to you, Speaker, but in the knowledge that
you understood my touch points in question time and
on only one occasion took exception.
I suspect I will also miss the rigours of my shadow
portfolio responsibilities, which have covered a very
broad range of social policy areas. I know these are
areas I have a natural interest in, and for this interest I
have sometimes been called dripping wet. However, in
retrospect, while I am passionate about ensuring that all
people have the best opportunity in life, I also have a
strong belief in encouraging people from a very early
age to grow up with a strong sense of independence and
that it is the role of governments to provide the
economic, educative and social environment to make
this possible. Of course it may be just that hint of the
feminist in me that underlies such beliefs. After all, I do
come from a family in which generations of women
have been successful in their careers, and I did grow up
with three brothers, who definitely did not spoil me.
But it was the belief in government responsibility and
personal independence that has largely brought me to
expose that which I judged as lacking in the
performance of government — the provision of an
environment where particularly those in need are not
left wanting. This is what drove me to search for that
which is unknown and hidden in the provision of
essential services to Victorians. While these actions
may have driven FOI officers spare, with the help of the
media, whom I recognise, they did expose the lack of
transparency in the reporting of performance in one of
my portfolios, and of course that was the health
portfolio. I strongly believe the need for such
transparency is fundamental to good governance and
that its absence is a mark of government arrogance.
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It seems like only yesterday that back in 1996 I stood
on the back bench on the other side of the chamber
delivering my maiden speech. I do not mind calling that
speech a maiden speech, because I did feel very
inexperienced, very nervous and very excited.
However, although I was excited, I actually became
quite terrified.
Let me explain. Members will recall that once you have
given your maiden speech, you are expected to walk
down to the floor of the chamber to shake hands with
your colleagues. In those days the microphones were
very short, and being quite tall I took my shoes off and
gave my maiden speech in bare feet. However, I soon
became quite terrified when I heard some of my older
male colleagues say, ‘Let’s pinch her shoes’. You can
imagine my vision of something quite embarrassing
and horrible happening. However, I think they realised
that I sped up my rate of delivery, and I got away with
not having my shoes pinched!
In many respects I regard my 141⁄2 years as the member
for Caulfield as somehow being in two parts, each of
which was very different and immensely enjoyable. My
parliamentary and portfolio life often seemed quite
remote from my community life in Caulfield, which
became very nurturing and personal for me. Such is the
wonderful uniqueness of my electorate. I often describe
what I do not as a job but as a way of life, because that
is what it has been for me among a community which
so welcomed and embraced me in the most unexpected
way.
The diversity of Caulfield is well known, and I have
often been called the member for the shtetl. However,
all that I have done and experienced has traversed the
needs of both the broader community and the very large
Jewish community of my electorate. In many respects
the Jewish community is as diverse as the broader
community, with a variety of beliefs, customs and
traditions. I have been most fortunate to have been
included in the observance of all these things and to
develop a great fondness and admiration for what is
believed and what is observed: the focus on the
importance of family, doing good deeds to help
others — called a mitzvah — and endeavouring to be
regarded as a mensch, which is a very complimentary
term describing someone who gives back to the
community and is thought of as a good person.
For all of this I am grateful to the community of my
electorate and hope with all my heart that I will be able
to continue my involvement with those I now regard as
friends and those organisations in which I have become
an active participant. For all that we achieve in
becoming elected to Parliament and walking the public
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stage, none of it would be possible without the
immense work and support of many. It is these people I
would like to publicly thank today.
First, I thank my family, who have understood that
although I have loved my political life and could not
have enjoyed it without their understanding, there was
no point at which they did not come first. Their
happiness is my happiness.
I thank the party members of my electorate who have
jumped on the campaign bandwagon with me some
four times and worked tirelessly. They have been led by
one of the many South Africans who have graced
Caulfield with their presence, my electorate chairman,
Frank Greenstein. Frank is a man whom I believe was
immersed in politics at birth. He is a good and loyal
friend, whom I have thoroughly enjoyed campaigning
with.
I thank the organisation of the Liberal Party which
elected me to serve on its executive many years ago and
encouraged me to stand for Parliament for the first time
in 1988. Needless to say I did not win the seat I stood
for in that year, but in the intervening years I gained
enormous political experience working for Michael
Wooldridge in federal Parliament. I am eternally
grateful to Michael for those years and have been
exceptionally pleased to welcome his sister, Mary, into
this place.
Of course those who work for us behind the scenes are
rarely seen or thanked for all they do. I have been
extraordinarily lucky with the fantastic people who
have helped me manage the running of my office, the
needs of my constituents and the weighty
responsibilities that come with a shadow ministry. To
work for someone like me you have to be somewhat of
a magician and more than multiskilled. Certainly the
level of skill and dedication that all my staff have
exhibited over the years is barely rewarded by their
level of income. There has been a slight improvement,
but not one that recognises qualifications and
experience outside the parliamentary office. My current
longest serving electorate officer and adviser who
works with me, not for me, is a very special person.
Brenda truly does work miracles, not only for me but
also for her family.
To all in this place who make the Parliament and our
computers work and assist us in so many ways, I also
say thank you. Many of you have been in this place
much longer than I have, and you have probably put up
with a great deal over the years. Politicians can be a
demanding lot!
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As I leave here today, I look forward to the campaign in
preparation for election day on 27 November. I love
campaigning and the anticipation of the result.
However, that will also be the final day of my
departure. I will then have to face what will be the
reality of my parliamentary retirement. The consolation
for me is that I know I leave Caulfield in the hands of a
person I admire. He is someone whom I have enjoyed
working and campaigning with and who knows and
understands my community with all its complexities.
That person is David Southwick, and without wishing
to tempt fate, I wish him an outstanding election result.
Finally, although I have already mentioned my
coalition colleagues, I wish to say this to them: thank
you for allowing me to retire so gracefully at a time of
my choosing and in the manner of my choosing. You
know what I wish for you in my heart. I also know in
my heart that you can achieve that which I wish for
you.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — As the house is aware,
I will be reading this valedictory address on behalf of
the member for Ballarat West, Karen Overington, who
is unwell and sadly could not be here to deliver the
speech herself. I know that Karen has put an enormous
amount of work into this speech reflecting her
experiences of this Parliament. It is my honour to read it
on her behalf. These are the words of Karen
Overington:
The first time I spoke here I said I was humbled and grateful
to the people of Ballarat West for entrusting me with the
responsibility of representing them. Today I want to say what
a privilege that has been. I cannot think of a better job, or a
better cause, than working with the wonderful individuals and
families in my electorate. Over the years I have worked with
some truly professional and marvellous people, and although
I do not want to single out names for fear of missing
someone, I want to record my deep gratitude to the two
premiers I have worked with, Steve Bracks and John Brumby.
I was born and raised in Ballarat, and I clearly remember
Steve Bracks as a boy, leaning against my school fence in his
shorts, waiting for his sisters to be picked up. I got so much
support and encouragement from Steve, and I count myself
very lucky to have worked with such a strong and committed
Labor premier. The same goes for John Brumby. As
Treasurer he would try and explain the budget papers to me,
and I would say, ‘Just tell me what’s in it for Ballarat West!’.
I have had nothing but support from him — support for me
personally and support for the projects that have made such a
difference to people’s lives.
I have always been very proud to call myself working class.
My first job was as a machinist, at 15, at Morley’s in Ballarat.
I did my share of outwork. That was hard. But I did it, and it
put the groceries on the table. I spent four years working at
Lakeside hospital, where my dad was a psychiatric nurse. I
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even packed potatoes. The values that are still important to
me today were instilled in me around the kitchen table at
home as a child. I remember many a Christmas lunch with
some of the men Dad would bring home from Lakeside to be
part of a family environment, and many a time when our
home turned into a safe house for conscientious objectors to
the Vietnam War.
My one regret is that my parents never got to see me in
Parliament. Mum died in 1996 when she was 67; Dad died in
1998 when he was 69 — so they only just missed me entering
Parliament. They taught me something I have carried with me
all my life: all people are equal; it is the circumstances that
change them. I have always believed this. It is why I became
a welfare worker — helping people struggling with the
savage cuts to community services imposed by the previous
government. It is why I started working — firstly as a
volunteer, then full-time — with Frank Sheehan, who
represented South Ballarat so well for 10 years until 1992. It
is what motivated me in local government for 16 years. And it
is what brought me here, to state Parliament, where I got the
opportunity to stand up for disadvantaged communities like
those in Wendouree West.
Being involved in the Wendouree West community renewal
project over the past 10 years, whether as chair of the steering
committee or working with the residents who owned it, has
been an incredible experience. Eleven years ago the Ministry
of Housing estate in Wendouree West had a high crime rate, a
high number of young people out of work and a high number
of residents with very low incomes. For some people daily
life was a matter of survival. The Wendouree West
community renewal has not just been a redevelopment of old
housing stock. For the first time in their lives, people had a
chance to make their own choices about how they could
change their community. It is not the kind of program that
makes the front page, and it takes a long time to get off the
ground.
How do you reverse years of neglect? Where do you start?
But through hard work and sheer determination, the residents
put Wendouree West on the map. The stigma has now faded.
People are working for the first time in their lives. Education
is a top priority. The crime rate has dropped. Wastelands are
now parks. Houses have been turned into homes, and people
are proud to live there. It is the kind of project that good
Labor government is all about, and I am proud it has become
the model for so many other community renewal projects
around the state. The task now is to get the Delacombe
community renewal to the same level. They are great
residents, and they are trying to make it work. It is equally
important; we just have to move it along.

That is right, if I can interject. That is another budget
bid, but there you go:
There are many other projects I have been proud to be part of.
Ballarat has a great education system and a first-class health
system, particularly with funding now committed towards the
future regional integrated cancer centre at Ballarat Health
Services. And Wendouree now has a new train station, which
the locals are making terrific use out of.
I also have some great memories of this place. I remember the
late-night debates and sitting until 7.00 in the morning. The
biggest risk, of course, was falling asleep. I used to do night
shift when I worked at Lakeside, so I was used to the hours,
but not everyone was so lucky. There may be a few people
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here who remember a former Liberal MLA turning up in
chamber in the early hours of the morning wearing a
woman’s dressing gown — true story!

He is unnamed. Karen’s statement continues:
One of the things I enjoyed most about Parliament was the
comradeship. I was very proud to be the first Labor member
and the first woman to represent my electorate. When
Bronwyn Pike was Minister for Housing I was chair of the
Ministerial Advisory Committee on Women’s Housing.
Setting up the committee, I remember saying we needed to
take nominees from right around Victoria, not just from
Melbourne. They were brilliant women, magnificent women,
so strong in their beliefs, and together we achieved some
major changes, particularly in women’s jails. We set up
services where housing workers went in before their release
to set up the process for rehousing. It was powerful, and it
was advocacy right at the front.
I also recall a night on the veranda here with some female
colleagues, all Catholic — you know who you are — and
Heather McTaggart, Presbyterian. Heather’s good friend, an
elderly nun, was critically ill, and in my wisdom I said, ‘Let’s
join hands; we’re going to pray’. When Heather rang the next
day, the nun had made a miraculous recovery. When Heather
told her, ‘The Catholic girls prayed for you, but they’re all
lapsed’, the nun said, ‘Dear, there is no such thing as a lapsed
Catholic’.

Is that true? The statement continues:
The bonds you make in a place like this are strong, and can
last a lifetime.
As an active member of Emily’s List, I want to thank the
great Labor women who I have served with, past and present.
You have been such good friends, and strong role models for
the next generation of women coming up the ranks.
To the Labor caucus, there are so many of you I want to
thank, but you know who you are and how much you mean to
me. I would like to thank the Speaker, Jenny Lindell.
I also sincerely thank the Serjeant-at-Arms, Anne Sargent,
who does such a wonderful job, and the many friendly and
thoughtful attendants who have served in Parliament so well
over the years.
Thank you also to the terrific dining room staff, including
Robyn, Luke, Shirley, Jamie and Cheryl.
The Parliamentary staff who work here are integral to what
we do, and I cannot thank you all enough for your support.
The hardest thing about being in Parliament was being away
from home. My family have always been involved in what I
do, right from the start, and today I want to thank them for
their endless love and support.
First, my husband, Brian. I met Brian when I was 17, and we
married in 1970 — 19 days after my 19th birthday. Brian
passed away on 24 October last year. He has always been the
rock of my life, and I would never have been able to take this
journey without him.
I want to thank my beautiful children, Brett and Shae, and
their partners Lisa and Dean. I still remember my daughter,
Shae, as a three-year-old, sitting on the floor with John
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Button, helping pack letters my mum had manually typed for
a mail-out. These days she and Sarah have kept the wheels
turning for me in my electorate office. I cannot thank Shae
enough for her help and support, particularly in recent years.
Not only is she a wonderful daughter but she has contributed
enormously to what I have achieved.
I want to thank my four beautiful grandchildren, Sarah, Rhys,
Ebony and Ellie.
I also want to thank my sister-in-law, Gayle Christensen.
Gayle has been a great support, tirelessly organising all of my
letterboxing over many years.
I also take this opportunity to thank the countless branch
members and volunteers who have never thought twice about
helping me over the past two decades, and I say thank you
finally to the people of Ballarat West.
I have received some wonderful letters from my community
since I announced my retirement. Those letters reminded me
how rare it was to have the opportunity to serve in
government and what an honour it was to represent the
community and the Labor Party in this place.
I wish Sharon Knight well as the candidate for Ballarat West.
I look forward to seeing her continue the work I started.
To my caucus colleagues: Labor is a great government, an
important government. I know you’ve worked hard. Keep it
up. I wish you nothing but the best for the election.

That concludes the comments from Karen Overington.
In my last 30 seconds I might add that I have seen so
many of the letters that Karen referred to, and it is very
clear just how well she has been regarded. One of her
Ballarat West constituents wrote, ‘You didn’t waste this
opportunity; you seized it with both hands’. I could not
agree more. Karen Overington changed the lives of
many people for the better, and I know we all — on all
sides of the house — wish her and her family nothing
but the best for the future.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr CARLI (Brunswick) — I rise to make my final
speech in this chamber. There is none of the nervous
anticipation of excitement of my inaugural speech over
16 years ago. I am an old hand now — at home and
confident. I always intended to leave at the age of 50,
and my plan worked out perfectly. I feel a mixture of
pleasure and regret at the fact that the time has now
come.
In the last few weeks I have begun clearing papers from
my office representing ideas, campaigns and actions
from years of my political career. I have also begun to
empty my mental filing cabinet, tying up loose ends
and reflecting. I have many thankyous to make.
First of all I would like to thank my three children,
Annalivia, Gabriel and Aoife. They have only ever
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known me as a professional politician. They have been
fantastic supporters, always prepared to be around and
to mix it. As small children they were always there for
the photos and for the media opportunities. Growing up
they developed their own political understanding and
commitment, and it is great to see them contributing in
their own right.
Being a parent has enriched me as a person and as a
politician. Through my children I have been part of my
community, in things like running the creche, helping at
fetes and working bees and of course soccer training. I
have lived the connection between government and
community life.
I thank my partner, Siobhan Hannan, for her support
and commitment to our shared political ideals. I thank
her parents, Bill and Lorna, for their support and valued
advice over many years.
I thank my own parents for their courage and
dedication. My parents experienced the oppression of
fascism in Italy. They lived the struggle for liberation
and human rights. Their family experience was a strong
influence on me. A lot of people in this chamber would
know of my interest in Italy, France and Spain, my
attempts to learn their languages and my interest in their
history and their struggle against authoritarianism. A
war-ravaged Europe led my parents to migrate in 1951.
Moving to Australia, they brought with them a
commitment to hard work and a desire to make a better
life for themselves and a better world for the future.
Before I was born my parents’ house in Carlton was
compulsorily acquired for slum reclamation, and they
moved to Coburg. We were a working-class family.
Both my parents often worked double shifts in the
factory. They came home to the vegie patch and the
chooks, and they bottled the tomatoes. We were typical
of the Italian community of that time. This personal
history sowed the early seeds of my later interests —
human rights, migration, housing and urban affairs.
As a young man I passionately supported the struggle
of working people, which I believed could be realised
in a more just and socialist society. This led me to join
the Australian Labor Party and eventually stand for
election. I am one of the dwindling number of Labor
MPs who entered this place in the aftermath of the 1992
election defeat. They were wild and combative times.
Soon after the election of the Kennett government
dramatic cuts were made to state finances. Victoria led
the world in the privatisation of public institutions,
schools were closed, services in country towns were
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cut, regional development was ignored and there was
no strategy for Melbourne other than growth.

government. I wish them well, and I thank them for
their part in my journey.

The cumulative effect led to the eventual defeat of the
Kennett government, but Brunswick was an epicentre
of this political resistance. I remember that Rob
Maclellan called us the People’s Republic of Moreland,
and immediately the council printed T-shirts, and we
wore them at every demonstration.

I thank my friends and colleagues in the trade unions,
who work tirelessly to better the lives of workers and
who have contributed so much to making Australia a
more egalitarian country.

During my time in this place the ALP has been very
fortunate to have two strong leaders in John Brumby
and Steve Bracks. Both were driven by a vision of a
fairer and more productive Victoria. I also acknowledge
the deputy leader for most of that time, John Thwaites,
and his vision for a more environmentally sustainable
Victoria. I also acknowledge Rob Hulls, who has driven
a visionary reform program in justice. I also
acknowledge Demetri Dollis. As we know, he left
before the 1999 election and is pursuing another career
in Greece, but he did a lot to hold the show together in
really difficult times.
I particularly want to thank my friend and colleague
Peter Batchelor for the opportunities he gave me.
During my seven years as his parliamentary secretary I
was part of an exciting program of reform in transport,
ports and freight. I was especially committed to
sustainable transport — walking, cycling and public
transport. Demands for improvement in public transport
have become common nowadays. They are a pleasing
change from the stagnation and cuts that we started
with and proof of the new vitality.
I count myself lucky that in government I have been
able to work in really solid areas of public policy doing
things I am passionately committed to. When I look
back at the work we did in transport I feel a real sense
of achievement.
More recently I have turned my attention to human
rights. Rob Hulls’s reform program included the
pioneer legislation of the Victorian Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act. As chair of the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee in this
Parliament I have worked on implementing this new
reform, and I have written often to my good friend Bob
Cameron. I have served SARC for 12 years altogether.
I wish to acknowledge the valuable work it does in
providing a check on the power of the executive and to
thank its wonderful staff.
I thank my many friends and colleagues in the
parliamentary Labor Party. With some I shared the
opposition benches, while others joined us in

I thank the Labor Party, as I recall how important the
party is to me. Visiting branches has taken me literally
all around the state, and I have met some outstanding
people. You can see how much of a political tragic I am
when I tell you I actually enjoy branch meetings. I like
the banter, I like the debate and I actually like the
conspiracy theories.
I have on occasion called for party reform, urging the
ALP to engage fully with our community and
supporters, and I acknowledge with optimism the work
of groups such as Rainbow Labor, Labor for Refugees
and the Labor Environment Action Network. They are
invaluable in rallying ALP members and supporters,
giving people a focus for their contribution and
representing key constituencies. It is vital that the Labor
Party engages and re-engages constantly with its
broader constituency. The ALP must be a vehicle for
doing politics and attracting idealists, not just an
instrument for fighting elections. I thank the colleagues
and friends who have worked in my electorate office,
and the local ALP members who supported and worked
for Labor governments.
I thank the Italian community, with which I have a
special relationship. I was particularly pleased to be
with the Premier on Sunday at the launch of a project
which I have worked on, the Museo Italiano. It
celebrates the history and culture of the Italian
community — my community.
I thank the people of Brunswick and Coburg — also
my community. It has been a pleasure and a privilege to
represent this vibrant part of Melbourne. The
community I represent is also where I grew up and
where I live. I represent the seat as more than an elected
representative; this is my place and these are my
people.
The seat of Brunswick has a distinctive political culture
and proud history of activism. It was once working
class and mainly migrant. It had one of the lowest rates
of car ownership in Melbourne, as most people walked
to the local factory for their jobs. De-industrialisation
and gentrification have profoundly changed the area in
recent years. It is increasingly a dormitory suburb for
city workers, professionals and students, yet it has
maintained its left-of-centre political culture. I have
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tried to represent that brand of localism, radicalism and
environmental concern which characterises my
electorate.
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planning to travel to Italy, Spain and France. So I close
by wishing you all au revoir, arriverderci and adios.
Honourable members applauded.

One political passion I share with my electorate is
sustainable transport. Like other Brunswick locals, I use
the tram and bus routes. I love the Upfield line. I enjoy
the flat topography when I ride my bike. I actually take
the shopping jeep down to the shops on a Saturday
morning.
In a carbon-constrained future public transport and
cycling must be encouraged. We must reduce travel
demands. We need land-use planning that provides jobs
close to homes and is integrated with public transport.
We must use road space more efficiently. For inner
Melbourne, the age of road building is over. Visions of
new underground freeways to relieve congestion are
illusionary and must be rejected.
Like all large cities Melbourne has limited road space
and needs to use it efficiently. The dominance of
one-passenger cars in Melbourne means precious space
is given over to the least efficient way of moving
people. I am not anti-car. I recognise that our society
needs a strong road network. But road space is a
constrained resource, and we must learn to manage it
better.
In most modern cities road building in built-up areas is
largely being abandoned. Both research and practice
show that every time we widen or build new inner city
roads, new traffic is generated. More roads bring more
traffic to surrounding streets, more pollution, more
accidents and more environmental costs. Currently in
inner Melbourne the number of trips to work by car
continues to fall, while the number of jobs continues to
rise. We should learn from those successes and ignore
bleats of self-interest from the road lobby. That is my
little political dig — my political cheerio.
Finally, I want to thank and acknowledge the work
being done by Jane Garrett and her campaign team in
Brunswick to hold the seat. It is a really tough fight, but
I cannot think of a better candidate to meet the
challenge.
What does the future hold for me? Though leaving my
current job, I do not intend to disappear from political
life. Politics is part of who I am. I entered this chamber
as a community activist, and I intend to remain a
community activist. My eldest daughter, photographed
as a babe in arms when I was first elected, is now in her
last weeks of school. My immediate plan is to fly away
with her to enjoy our new-found freedom. We are

Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) — It is with pleasure
that I rise to give my final speech in Parliament. I must
say when I was first elected to Parliament I was
absolutely amazed to meet people who wanted to be
members of Parliament all their lives. It would never
have occurred to me in a thousand years. I do not come
from a political family. If my parents ever discussed
politics at home, I certainly was not listening. But I can
confess that they were definitely not Labor voters.
Having been brought up in the federal seat of Kooyong
and the state seat of Kew, it probably would not have
made all that much difference if they were.
I was asked by the Labor Party to stand for Essendon in
1992 — mainly because they were certain they could
not hold the seat, and they were right. I was preselected
about two months before the election, and we had about
$40 in the campaign committee account. We did not get
any assistance from the Labor Party because it was not
a winnable seat. After some encouragement I finally
decided to stand again in 1996. Once again the ALP
saw the seat as unwinnable, so we got no assistance that
time either. However, in 1999 I thought my time had
finally come for some central assistance, but then the
Labor Party told me I had won by too much in 1996, so
once more I was not eligible for any assistance. So
winning and holding the seat of Essendon has been
very much a local effort, and I have many ALP
members, family members and community members to
thank.
1 would particularly like to thank Debbie and Helen
Lewis, Yvonne Kernan, Marlene and Tony Sutton,
Frank Murphy, Barbara Budge, Wally Buhaj, Bernie
Moylan and Steve Drazetic, who are amongst the many
who worked hard to obtain victory in 1996. My
daughter Mary has been a great support during my
whole career, especially after my husband’s serious
illness.
It has been a great pleasure representing the people of
Essendon. I always say that even the Liberal voters are
lovely in Essendon. It is a great community. During that
time we have seen some significant improvements,
including larger projects such as the upgrading of the
Melbourne Showgrounds, the Calder–Tullamarine
interchange, the upgrade of the Ascot Vale leisure
centre, the development of the Victorian Space Science
Education Centre at Strathmore Secondary College and
the return of health services to the old Essendon
hospital, which was closed by the former Kennett
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government, in the form of the headquarters of the
Doutta Galla Community Health Service.

embraced these reforms, but some found them a little
threatening.

I would also like to thank my excellent electorate office
staff for always enhancing my reputation in Essendon:
originally Kerren Clark and Karen Sherlock, and after
them Julie Jones, Jenni Chappell and Jackie Foley.

Some other reforms that I introduced included the
introduction of general staff meetings for the first time
in 147 years and an improvement in worker democracy;
changes to the culture of the IT section under John
Lovell; the introduction of service awards to staff;
improving communications between departmental
departments through the establishment of a middle
management structure; an improved and expanded role
for the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council
attendants and more of a career structure for them;
introducing a training program for all staff; introducing
counselling services for staff and members; increasing
library research staff; including Victoria University as
part of the parliamentary intern process; successfully
seeking funding from the government for a massive
upgrade to the parliamentary kitchens, which had
changed little since the federal Parliament gave them to
us as a gift when it left this building in 1927;
establishing, for the first time, a heritage management
plan for the parliamentary building and providing
significant ongoing funding for this plan; and updating
and expanding the opposition rooms and the Premier’s
office.

I knew very little about Parliament when I was elected,
which was probably painfully clear to those who were
here at the time. However, the fact that we had never
had a woman in a senior parliamentary position was
well known. I was very lucky to therefore get the jobs I
wanted. In racing terms — and you have to be a bit of a
gambler to stand for Parliament — I like to say that I
got the trifecta: the first woman to oversight question
time, the first woman Deputy Speaker and the first
woman Speaker.
I was very lucky in these jobs, working with a terrific
Speaker in Alex Andrianopoulos and a terrific Deputy
Speaker in Peter Loney, both of whom assisted me a
great deal. Not all the world saw the election of a
woman Speaker as a good thing, and I quote a letter
that appeared in the Age and the Herald Sun the day
after I was elected Speaker. It is headed ‘Feminist
insult’ and reads:
The election, or rather Labor majority appointment, of Judy
Maddigan as the Speaker of Victoria’s Legislative Assembly
is an insult to the people of Victoria and the tradition of one of
our nation’s oldest political houses. In appointing Maddigan,
a self-proclaimed feminist radical, Steve Bracks has again
bowed to his socialist superiors.
Maddigan, who refuses to be addressed as Madam Speaker
and has snubbed the centuries-old dress of her office, is bad
news for the Parliament and bad news for the people of
Victoria.

I am glad to say Victoria did survive this period, and I
believe this is the only bicameral Westminster
Parliament that has had two women presiding officers
at the same time, in myself and Monica Gould. And of
course it was during this period that we got a woman
Parliamentary Clerk in the Legislative Assembly for the
first time as well.
At the time of my election as Speaker, Parliament was
in my view still steeped in the traditions of the
19th century. Tradition is good if it has a useful
purpose, but Parliament must be relevant to the times in
which it operates. I therefore embarked on a significant
change process, including a corporate management
structure for the Parliament, to make it more receptive
to the 21st century. This included a single
parliamentary structure, One Parliament, and defined
more clearly roles and responsibilities. Some staff

In 2006 we also celebrated 150 years of responsible
government in Victoria, and in relation to this we
obtained government funding for a travelling exhibition
that went through country Victoria, and it was very
successful, with thousands of visitors. Also as part of
the 150th anniversary I established a gym for staff and
members and a baby change and feeding room. The
latter was a good example of the proposition that as a
politician the more you try to do the right thing the
more trouble you get yourself into, as the only response
from the nursing mothers association to this reform
after 147 years was to complain bitterly because there
was a picture of a baby drinking out of a bottle as part
of a directional sign! Also as part of the
150th celebrations the Parliament produced a register
entitled the Biographical Register of the Victorian
Parliament — 1985–2006.
Our most famous effort was of course to put the 1981
petition for women’s suffrage online, on the Parliament
website. This has been very successful and has led to a
huge amount of historical research in this area. With the
assistance of the Standing Orders Committee, we
undertook the most significant upgrade of the standing
orders since 1894, also making them gender neutral and
removing some of the archaic procedures and
terminology.
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We introduced the party vote, which the member for
South-West Coast is so fond of and which allowed far
more time for debate. We amalgamated the
parliamentary staff into the one building — a proposal
first suggested by former minister Ian Smith many
years ago — at 55 St Andrews Place. This building was
upgraded to a level 5 environmental rating. We
introduced events such as the Pink Ribbon Breakfast,
which was held again last week, with the assistance of
Beth Klein; the ride-to-work day; and other community
fundraising activities. Lastly, of course, with fixed term
Parliaments came valedictory speeches.
One of the things that concerned me most when I
became Speaker was that there was no recognition of
our indigenous population, so I introduced the
indigenous acknowledgement at the beginning of the
sessions of Parliament and established the indigenous
art collection on this floor so that school groups would
be able to experience at least the artistic interpretation
of Aboriginal culture. Unfortunately the gallery has
been removed, but hopefully it will return in the future.
The parliamentary staff were a delight to work with.
May I particularly thank Ray Purdey and the staff of the
Legislative Assembly for all their help. Their willing
cooperation and assistance was always appreciated.
Also thanks to Jeremy, Beth, Lilian and Geoff in the
Speaker’s office. The Legislative Assembly attendants
are of course excellent at customer service and very
kind and thoughtful people. I would like to thank them
particularly for presenting me with a large-print copy of
the statement of government intentions when I turned
60!
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to be found in democracy, they will be best attained
when all persons alike share in the government to the
utmost’.
May I wish all my colleagues here all the best for the
forthcoming election — perhaps with a bit more luck to
this side of the room — and I look forward to watching
the 57th Parliament on the evening news!
Honourable members applauded.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) — I thank the house for the
opportunity to say a few words on my experience in the
Parliament. Before I continue, I indicate that this
morning I raised with the Speaker and Hansard the
question of whether documents could be incorporated
into Hansard because they were too lengthy for me to
read them. It is just to show some of my controversial
entry into politics and the Labor Party, where I have
always been a controversial figure. It is ancient history,
and the only person who would recall it would be the
Minister for Energy and Resources, who was around at
the time in 1977 when I was endorsed and then
disendorsed promptly by the party. If I had not been I
would have beaten the honourable member for Murray
Valley! I seek leave to incorporate the documents.
Leave granted; see documents pages 4159-4164.
Mr SEITZ — I have been instrumental in lobbying
and developing policies that have been adopted by
successive governments and implemented
progressively. I will name a few. There was the
Western Ring Road. This was changed from a freeway
to an arterial ring-road. At the time party policy was
against freeways. What we had successfully established
back then, which has only been discovered now, was
that the Western Ring Road could not cope with the
traffic; we are widening it now so it can cope with the
traffic. This was a great achievement to change the
party policy.

It has, however, also been a pleasure to return to a less
controversial role in my last term of Parliament as chair
of the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee. I
congratulate the members of the committee of all sides
on their contribution to the four reports we have done.
Committee work gives MPs the time to examine issues
in the community at length with the benefit of
well-researched and informed comment. The
government has accepted most of the recommendations
from our reports which should provide assistance for
the most vulnerable and troubled members of the
community.

I am also pleased to have achieved the development of
the outer ring-road easement plan by the Minister for
Roads and Ports, and I thank the minister for doing the
planning for putting in place the easement for the outer
ring-road in the west. Again that is something I had
been campaigning for over the last 15 years.

As Winston Churchill said, ‘Democracy is the worst
form of government except for all those others that
have been tried’, and this is a view that I endorse. A
well-educated and involved community and a strong
parliamentary system provides the best form of
government, and I trust this will continue in the future.
Or as no lesser person than Aristotle said in 343 BC, ‘If
liberty and equality, as is thought by some, are chiefly

I was also involved in lobbying for the Keilor bypass.
Some would say that some of these things would have
happened naturally through the sheer growth of the
population. However, it was the lobbying and the
pushing that brought it to the attention of the
decision-makers. We played around with Pascoe Vale
Road and had off-street parking on the nature strips so
the roads would not be blocked. We had a bypass at
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Mickleham Road which used to get blocked by trucks.
Everything else was tried before the commitment was
made to build the section of the ring-road from Sharps
Road to the Hume Freeway. That was the first middle
section of the Western Ring Road.

it into a public park, which is now one of the biggest
public parks in the metropolitan area. Then we had the
national park development and the homestead at
Gellibrand Hill. Again this was a tremendous
achievement for the people of the north-west.

Recently we completed the Deer Park bypass, which I
had long campaigned for. When I was first elected to
the seat of Keilor my electorate took in Geelong Road,
Ballarat Road and the Calder and Hume highways.
Many people do not remember that. It was right on the
perimeter of Melbourne, and if members can recall, the
interface councils in those days were mainly country
hamlets — with the biggest bases being Sunshine,
Broadmeadows and Keilor, as the municipalities were
then known. It also included the shires of Bulla and
Melton.

I would like to mention Overnewton Castle in Keilor. It
would have been sad if Overnewton Castle had not
been purchased by the government and developed as a
historic building. Dr Norton maintains it, but after he
passes away I do not think there will be a private
entrepreneur or a benevolent society that could afford to
purchase and maintain it as a public building — as was
the case with the Anglican church in Keilor village,
which is where my political career in state Parliament
started. In those days the church was a community
gathering place, and in 1982 the election for the seat of
Keilor was conducted, and I was successful. I have a
connection with the Anglican church in Keilor village.
It has been purchased by a beneficiary and is again now
being used by a community group and not being
redeveloped as housing.

Victoria University was another hard-fought battle. We
decided by agreement with the committee to only have
a committee of one, and that was Ian Cathie, the
Minister for Education at the time. Over a Christmas
shutdown period we were able to have decisions made
and portable buildings put in place for the beginning of
the first semester at what was then known as the
Western Institute, which was a forerunner to Victoria
University. Once the university became viable, other
players naturally got involved. My first submission was
made to the Whitlam government for the university to
be built on the Albion explosives land. However, the
Premier of the day, Mr Bolte, decided that the money
and the university should go to Geelong for Deakin
University.
Today we talk about Western Health. In Sunshine we
had a committee to build a Sunshine community
hospital. We were fundraising and campaigning, and
land was purchased by the department on Ballarat Road
where the current ambulance station is situated. When
the Whitlam government was elected it made a decision
to build a general teaching hospital in the west, and land
was purchased on Furlong Road. Unfortunately the
Whitlam government was dismissed, and all we had
was a hole in the ground. The Bolte government
stopped all work on the hospital for many years, and it
took a lot of campaigning and a lot of lobbying to get it
built. Eventually the hospital was built, and it is now
known as Western Health and has three campuses. I
thank the current minister and the Labor Party; they
have put in so much to develop that hospital.
Under the Cain government we developed the Organ
Pipes National Park and further developed Brimbank
Park, which had been started by the Hamer government
with Alan Hunt as the minister. I lobbied to buy up all
the market gardens and farm land in Keilor to develop

That is enough reminiscing; now for the future. Victoria
has a bright future ahead under the leadership of the
Premier John Brumby and his team. Mr Brumby has
worked hard and developed not only Melbourne but
also regional and rural Victoria. No longer do I get
complaints about schools and classes being conducted
in libraries and corridors because there are no facilities.
As people move in we plan and build facilities, which is
important.
Our biggest challenge is our road network. In particular,
the east–west connection has been neglected for many
years and we are playing a catch-up game. There is
great disparity; our road network needs to be as one. I
feel very strongly about that, and I have said on the
record that I support the report that indicated we should
have a tunnel for that connection.
I have enjoyed being an elected representative for my
community. When I was young and fresh I saw
mistakes made by ministers and governments. I saw it
in the Kennett era. I had a very good personal
relationship with former Premier Jeff Kennett, but
publicly he would snipe at me, as he sniped at any
Australian Labor Party member. He saw it as his duty
and responsibility to belittle the Labor Party at every
step.
However, I challenged him in relation to the St Albans
railway crossing, as I had challenged previous
ministers — again to no avail. Nothing was achieved
until the Minister for Energy and Resources, who was
then the Minister for Transport in the Bracks
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government, announced a seven-year plan which
included the underpass of Kings Road and Taylors
Road. They were very important steps. The people in
St Albans are still awaiting the grade separation. If you
were to ask them what is the most important thing to
them, they would say it is the level crossing at
St Albans.
Bureaucrats keep advising ministers and governments
that it is not economically feasible to spend about
$200 million to do the job. However, I believe that with
Labor governments in Canberra and Victoria we should
get joint funding to get the job done for the benefit of
the people of St Albans. It is not so much that fatalities
occur there — rather, the crossing is a source of stress
and a hindrance to people.
With very fast population growth, the seat of Keilor is
no longer an outer suburb. Keilor is part of a huge
growth area, and people from Sunbury, Diggers Rest,
Melton, Rockbank and other areas travel through it.
The area has a lot of through traffic going to the city,
and proper planning is needed for the road network so
we do not face the same problems in the future as we
had before we duplicated Kings Road and Calder Park
Drive.
I move now to my relationships with parliamentary
colleagues. I have been involved in a small way with
preselections and with the election of several Labor
governments and individuals. Some have forgotten who
assisted them, others have not. I thank them, but they
will remain nameless. However, I will continue to be
active and to support the Labor government. In
particular I pay tribute to the Premier of Victoria, John
Brumby, because of the kind of man he is and the way
he listens to the people. Victorians can trust him in
what he says and does to lead the state and the Labor
government. His immediate predecessor, Steve Bracks,
was the same. He had commitment to the people of
Victoria. Going further back will not interest a lot of
members, as they were not around in the days of the
Cain and Kirner governments. Unfortunately outside
sources and economic issues that had nothing to do
with the management of those governments brought
them undone.
Now is the time of up-and-coming young people in
Victoria who expect certain standards of living to be
maintained and are looking to the government to
maintain and manage the economy to the best of its
ability. I always recall that Menzies said you cannot
give people everything at once. Particularly when it
came to whitegoods, when I came to Australia we had
ice blocks stored in the home. He gradually allowed
people to have refrigeration, because, after all, there
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was not enough electricity to allow everybody to use a
refrigerator. After that came the change from wood
stoves, which were still being built for and used in the
suburbs, to electric stoves. We all remember the ‘all
electric house’ as the homes were advertised in those
days. I think we have come a long way forward and our
community is looking for further development and
wants to keep up with the times.
I have several more pages here because you cannot
condense 28½ years into 10 minutes. I seek leave for
the remaining pages to be incorporated into Hansard.
Speech incorporated by leave:
If you wanted water you had to pay for your own pipe to be
laid in your street from the nearest line that was set and put in
by the board of works. So now we have overcome these
issues, and I lobbied hard and the example was set again by
the people of St Albans and the St Albans branch, which has
always been active in politics and lobbying government and
bureaucrats. However, it seems the current Ombudsman does
not agree with that. It was the lobbying and the movement by
the St Albans branch that resulted in the first sealed roads
being built in new estates along with the installation of
sewerage pipes, electric powerlines; and then the gas as
people were connected and gas pipes would be bought along;
and then the telephone. Imagine the outcry and the protest
from the developers — ‘sealed road and sewerage pipes to be
put in’. They said it was the board of works’s responsibility,
not the developers’ responsibility.
However, I must congratulate the Bolte Government, which
stuck to it, and the Kealba estate was the first one that had that
service, and then came the Stevensville estate, which was
named after a local family. Agatha Stevens was the matriarch
of St Albans, a good Protestant, and she would turn in her
grave now that the Protestant church that she and her family
built is in danger of being pulled down for commercial
development. The Stevens family controlled the political
activity at the City of Keilor for many years. They of course
used all the powers and all lobbying they could as they were
Liberal oriented, and to the credit of Bolte he stuck to it and a
decision was made that road and sewerage would have to put
into new subdivisions.
These advances today are accepted as the norm and the GAIC
tax is a further example how both sides of politics are looking
to further these services in the new estates. Developers are
providing and contributing to all schools, kindergartens, buses
and not just the essential services, and of course the
developers themselves are trying to compete. Super-profit
organisations should be looked at for super-tax, and that is
what I consider the GAIC tax to be — a super-tax on the
developers. However, it does mean that they need to be
controlled and land prices need to kept reasonably affordable,
because today the land costs more than building a house on it,
and that is an injustice. There is something not quite right
when land could cost more than the building of a new house.
That is something that both parties need to investigate and
ensure that the gap does not get any bigger than it is now.
Having spoken for some time I would only like to say that for
myself I will have a rest and continue to endeavour to finish
writing my book. There is a difficulty with the legal process
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of writing a book. If I were able to name people I would have
finished the book long ago. It is interesting to see how the
Labor Party despite all its arguments and public fights
continues, still manages to survive and is the longest existing
party in Australia. It is the only party that is looking after the
working class in this country and advancing social justice,
which is important for everyone.
Thank you for listening, and I would like to wish you all the
best for the upcoming election, as individuals of course. I
hope that the ALP will be working for the Brumby
government to be re-elected — and no disrespect to the
opposition Leader, but being Labor I could not do other than
support Labor. May the reforms in this place continue and
especially the reforms in our society to make it a more
egalitarian and all embracing community, particularly with
the recently arrived migrants and their settlement in our
community. It is an important issue, because growth in
Victoria will only happen through recent arrival migration,
including the Indian community, whose members have family
reunion and other connections to come and settle in Australia.
They are fantastic people. They are enterprising, intelligent
and committed to developing this country, as they have
settled in other countries and developed prosperous
commercial enterprises — businessmen and people in the
academic and education fields — and Australia will only be
better off from welcoming the Indian community with open
arms into our society.

I finish by saying that I have enjoyed the banter,
argument and controversy with the media and my
colleagues, because it was always about policies and I
never took it personally. To me it was policy; it was
what I saw as necessary for the constituents in the
electorate I represented, because I always listened to
them and brought it to the attention of the ministers and
the government of the day without fear or favour,
whether it was a Labor or Liberal government.
I thank my wife, Eleanor, for putting up with me for all
these years and for being a secretary and answering the
phone calls and so on at home. My two children have
had a rough time, and that was particularly the case
when they were teenagers, on occasions when the
media attacked me in the newspapers. That was rough
on them because of bullying schoolchildren. Now my
grandchildren look at the sign and comment that it is
grandpa’s office, but it will not be there much longer,
and I have to explain that to them so that they can
understand.
Having said all that, I have enjoyed your company. I
look forward to further enjoying your company and,
being a Labor person, I wish my Labor colleagues the
best for getting back into government in the future. To
the rest of my colleagues with whom I have worked in
this house and whom I have befriended, I wish you
individually success for your return after the election.
I have established a number of cross-party activities in
this place, including the Lions Club and the
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parliamentary friendship groups that were set up. The
first was with China, the second was with Japan, and
then other people took it over. There are a number of
other activities I could list, from being the whip and
setting up all the noticeboards that members have now
that show them when to speak and other things. I
introduced these measures after writing to other whips,
even those in England, to discover how to run the
system, because we had nothing much in those days.
The clerks were most upset at having notices being
hung on the books at the table, but now it is the norm
and is accepted by everybody.
I conclude by saying that I did not win all the battles, as
I was reminded by John McQuilten, a former member
of the upper house, when we were quite young men and
both chasing the same woman. He told me that I should
conclude with that today, and he was the winner in that
race. Having said that, I say good luck to everyone and
may members have a good and long experience as
members of Parliament and may there be a stable John
Brumby government. Goodbye and God bless you all
for the future. Thank you all once again.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — I understand the member for Murray
Valley is the next speaker, and as he is affectionately
called the Father of the House, I suggest, by leave, that
we formally allow him an extra 5 minutes for his
contribution.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) — I thank the house
for its indulgence in extending extra time for me to
make my valedictory speech. I have copious notes, and
I will refer to them during my speech. I suggested to the
manager of government business that I should have a
minute for every year in this Parliament, but he said
there was no way I was getting more than 30 minutes.
Where do I begin? People ask me why I came into
Parliament over 34 years ago after the election of
20 March 1976. I entered Parliament to represent
country people, because I believed we were
disadvantaged compared to people living in
metropolitan Melbourne. It seems to me that I am still
doing that. In my maiden speech on 27 April 1976, in
part I said:
My interest in politics … stemmed from the desire to obtain
equality of opportunity for all country people … Although I
have been elected as a National Party member, I shall be
working in the interests of all sections of the community and
all voters in the electorate of Murray Valley to obtain the
greatest possible development and improvements … My
objective in Parliament will be to make Victoria a better place
for all Victorians to live in.
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I believe that jointly we have been able to achieve
enormous progress in Murray Valley and indeed across
Victoria. Over that period in Parliament there have been
seven premiers. We have had three National Party
leaders: Peter-Ross Edwards, Pat McNamara and the
present leader, Peter Ryan, who is providing us with
excellent leadership. I have faced 10 elections, and we
have been able to win those with excellent results,
easily topping all polling booths at every election and
indeed my last election.
I go back in history a little to 1976. When I entered
Parliament there were five members of the National
Party in the party room. We had two telephones, and
those telephones were connected to the exchange
beside the post office. If we wanted to ring out, we had
to ring down to the exchange, and it obtained the call
for us. Being a person who uses the telephone a lot, this
was not very acceptable to me. After 12 months or so
we each got individual telephones, but I decided I was
going to wait in the National Party room until I could
get an office of my own. That proved very difficult.
Eventually I was relocated out in the temporary
building, which has been there for over 50 years now. I
had some time in there, and in 1990 I came back into
room 42 at the bottom of the stairs at Parliament House.
That is where I have been domiciled since. The current
facilities for members of Parliament are not
satisfactory; there is no doubt about that. There need to
be changes. Private enterprise would not accept that
situation, and I leave that with you.
In 1976 members of Parliament received an electorate
office. Prior to 1976 members did not have an office
within their electorate. We also received one staff
member at that time. We were encouraged to speak
from notes after reading our maiden speech. I have to
say that copious notes are acceptable but many
members now read their speeches, and I suggest that
they should be looking at using limited notes.
I have worked hard to represent all the people in the
Murray Valley electorate: individuals, organisations
and municipalities. I believe that jointly we have
achieved positive results. I have also made
representations to governments and worked across
party politics. I have worked across the electorate to be
accepted as just one of the people, so even those who
have not met me personally — and there are not many
of them — feel confident in speaking to me about an
issue, or just to express an opinion. I have been as clear
as crystal on what I have sought to do: work hard, get
results and tell people what I am doing. I have always
worked in top gear, and often I go into overdrive, if that
is required, wherever that might be.
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I want to mention some of the positive results. Probably
the greatest achievement as far as I am concerned is
achieving the provision of natural gas through the
Murray Valley electorate in the 1990s for Rutherglen,
Yarrawonga, Cobram, Numurkah and across the river.
When the chair of the former Gas and Fuel Corporation
spoke at the opening of the natural gas facilities at
Rutherglen he said, ‘We went back through our notes to
see when Ken Jasper had started making
representations for the alternative supply of natural gas
through the electorate’. He went on to say, ‘It was over
10 years ago’. These are the sorts of things we work on,
and in this case we finally got the result.
Replacing Murray River bridges has been a huge issue
for me. In 1989 the Tocumwal bridge was opened. It
was the first bridge over the Murray River between
Victoria and New South Wales for over 50 years. At
the time I said, ‘If they are building them at this rate, I
will be dead before the next one is built’. However, a
lot of work was done in the 1990s and Howlong bridge
was opened in 2002, Cobram bridge in 2005 and
Corowa bridge in 2006. We are now in waiting,
Minister, for the bridge over Lake Mulwala.
Passenger rail services have been an enormous problem
as far as I have been concerned. The provision of
appropriate passenger rail services for people in
northern Victoria has been an issue. Fortunately the
federal and state Labor governments provided over
$50 million for that to take place in north-eastern
Victoria, with the intrastate line to be established. It was
to be opened prior to my leaving Parliament.
Unfortunately, due to problems, that may not happen
until April or May next year, but I will be on that first
train when it comes from Melbourne to Wangaratta!
This has been an important development as far as I
have been concerned. I still want to see the
reinstatement of the passenger rail service from
Shepparton through Numurkah to Cobram. This has
been off and on, as many would know, over the years I
have been in the Parliament.
Border anomalies have been a huge issue for me, and
many members know that I have raised border
anomalies in the Parliament on many occasions. I pay
tribute to former Premier Steve Bracks, because border
anomalies had been put on the backburner a bit during
the 1990s and certainly in this part of the century with
the new government. In 2005 I made representations to
the Premier, and he said, ‘I want you to work with a
senior officer within my department to see what we can
do about this’. The first border anomalies forum was
held in July 2006 at Echuca, and one has been held
annually since that time to look at border anomalies,
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and they are being eliminated. Fishing licences? Not
yet, but it will happen eventually.
I am a strong supporter of extending our water
storages — I am glad to see the Minister for Water in
the chamber — so that we can underpin the supply of
water down through the streams and have more water
available for municipalities, town supplies, agriculture
and of course the environment. I want to see Big
Buffalo extended and of course Lake William Hovell to
underpin that supply.
I have worked hard for facilities across the electorate in
education, hospitals, police, housing, sport and
recreation. There has even been the $3 million
redevelopment of the Wangaratta showgrounds. I was
there with the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Youth
Affairs to jointly announce $1.2 million in funding
from the state government. It is important to also
remember that we support industry and business,
including those related to tourism and manufacturing.
Of course we should not forget the famous wine
industry of north-eastern Victoria. I have to mention
Rutherglen here, because if I do not, one of the
Assembly attendants will say to me, ‘Why didn’t you
mention Rutherglen and the Rutherglen wine
industry?’, so I mention Rutherglen and, of course, the
Milawa, King Valley and Glenrowan wineries. This is a
huge industry for us in northern Victoria.
It is important to note that Wangaratta is no longer the
poor relation compared to other cities in Victoria.
Enormous progress has jointly been made with the
development and recognition of Wangaratta — and the
Premier will know this — as a major city service in
north-eastern Victoria. The performing arts centre there
is a great facility for us.
Of course there are other issues we should be looking
at, including continued funding for sport and recreation,
confirmed support for health facilities — I see that the
Minister for Health is in the house — and in particular
stage 2 of the developments in Yarrawonga and
Numurkah. There is the redevelopment of the
Wangaratta courthouse and the regional office for the
justice department. We really need that, and we will be
working on those. There is the building of the
replacement bridge over Lake Mulwala. I have got to
mention that again — 2020 is too long to wait; I will be
long gone from the Parliament. We want that built
sooner. That will be the last bridge I will be lobbying
for over the Murray River in the Murray Valley
electorate.
We should be looking at water issues, in particular
support for irrigators. We need to get support for
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irrigators and maintaining food production. I know the
member for Shepparton would join me in saying that
food production in the Murray Valley and Goulburn
regions of the state of Victoria is important.
I want to provide some comment on our parliamentary
system and the operation of the Victorian Parliament. I
am a strong supporter of the Westminster system, the
bicameral system and the constitutional monarchy
because it has worked so well over the years. It has
provided stability for the greatest democracy in the
world, and in part the strength of this has been the party
system. The party system has given us generally stable
government, and that is important. The standards in the
Parliament, however, have degenerated in a number of
areas. We need to hold onto the traditions of the
Parliament, the history of the Parliament and the
standards that have been set in years gone by. I want to
put on the record now that I have never been into the
Legislative Assembly without a jacket and tie.
I also believe Parliament has become too structured.
We are playing to the media all the time, particularly in
question time. Question time is a difficult time for the
Speaker, but I say to the Speaker and all of you in here:
we must protect the person who is on their feet. That is
what we need to get back to — protecting the person
who is speaking — and the Speaker or whoever is in
the chair and the members of this house must respect
the person who is on their feet. Give them time to
speak. Do not shout them down. Good interjection is
part of the process.
Tommy Edmunds, a former member for Pascoe Vale in
the 1980s, who subsequently became Speaker of this
house, made great interjections. But we had time then
to hear them. We do not even hear the interjections now
because of the constant inane and inappropriate
interjections, which does not help the system and which
presents badly to the people in the galleries. I think we
really need to remember that.
The requirement for a set number of bills to be passed
through the house by 4.00 p.m. on a Thursday, whether
or not they have been debated, is an issue of concern. A
concern is that no time is allocated for members to
debate general business, whilst recognising the
opportunity for 90-second statements and adjournment
debates. We rarely go into committee now — or what is
now called consideration in detail. In earlier years this
house always went into committee on bills. We had the
second-reading debate, and then we went into
committee. What is happening now is that members are
speaking on the clauses of the bill during the
second-reading stage, when that sort of detailed
discussion should occur in the committee stage. We
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really need to return to that. But fortunately because we
have a bicameral system the Legislative Council is able
to do that work in committee. I support that, because it
allows time for bills that have gone through this house
to be sent to the upper house for it to assess the
legislation and indeed to put forward appropriate
amendments that are agreed to, even by both sides of
the house, when they come back in here.

disappointed you’re leaving’. I thanked her, and she
said, ‘I heard you whistling as you came up the
corridor, so I came out’. A couple of months ago I
walked past the office of the Leader of the House, and I
was whistling as I walked past. A voice came from the
leader’s office: ‘Jasper, would you please stop
whistling!’. I have to say to the leader: I never whistled
again as I walked past your office.

Politics is always interesting and always challenging.
There is a huge demand on politicians today, if they are
doing their job effectively, particularly in the inner
electorates. It is a matter of constantly being available
in your electorate, just doing the job, answering
demands almost 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
and meeting requests for assistance and attending
functions. Members must deal with a massive diversity
of issues and produce results. I have been fortunate to
have an excellent memory for people across my
electorate. If I do not know who they are when I go to a
function, I find out, commit it to memory and work on
it. That is the point: we need to work on it. The brain
will work if we make it work.

I have had a keen involvement with the community. I
joined football and netball clubs across my electorate of
Murray Valley. I ended up being a member of a dozen
football and netball clubs. Somebody asked me, ‘Why
do you join all these footy and netball clubs?’. I said,
‘I’ve always got teams in the finals’. That is one issue.
Importantly — and the minister would agree with
me — the footy and netball clubs in these small
communities are so important to those communities, so
I support them.

Of course occasionally things do not work out as well
as you would like. I would like to mention just a couple
of examples, because I think it is important to do so. I
recall being invited to the centenary celebrations of the
Anglican Church at Cobram. I rang to find out precisely
where the Anglican Church was and was told it was
behind the civic centre. So I arrived down there at
around 9.15 for a 9.30 start and saw people going into
the church. I thought I had better get in there, so in I
went and sat right up the front. Then I looked around
and said, ‘I can’t see the bishop anywhere’. Somebody
came across and said, ‘We think you’ve got the wrong
church’. So I got up and quietly walked out while they
were singing the first hymn and went across to the
Anglican Church. As I got there people were entering
the church. I foolishly told one of the people, who was
an important person at the Anglican Church, what had
happened. You would not want to believe it: when they
introduced everyone they told the story of how I had
gone to the wrong church!
There are many other amusing stories I could tell, but
there is one in particular that I want to tell because it
relates to this house and the Leader of the House. I am a
great whistler — I am whistling all the time. My mother
used to say she knew when I was coming home for
lunch because she could hear me whistling. My office
is close to Hansard, so the Hansard staff always know
when I am coming through and when I am about to
arrive. Even this morning I walked up to the corridor
whistling, and Heather came out of her office and came
up to me, saying, ‘You’re leaving, and we’re just

Another activity I have been involved in is dressing up
each year for the celebrity grape tread challenge at the
Rutherglen Country Fair as part of the iconic
Rutherglen Winery Walkabout Weekend and
challenging other members of Parliament to attend and
participate. As I look around the house I can see the
members who have come up and been part of that
event. What a great event it has been too. I even have
the bottle of wine, Jacinta — and it was not a bad bottle
of wine either! I have even gone to the extent of
changing my name in October each year to Mr Jazzper,
in recognition of the renowned Wangaratta Festival of
Jazz.
I would like to go on to some thankyous, if I may. I
have had a wonderful relationship with the Hansard
staff, because my office is so close to their offices, and I
go and make my coffees in the kitchen there. I know
them all and talk to them all, and they have been
friendly and cooperative. The attendants and staff have
also all been wonderful in that regard. They are always
wanting to help all of the members, whatever their
party or wherever they come from.
I have also had an extra good relationship with MPs
across party politics over the years, with members on
all sides of politics, and of course particularly with
those involved with The Nationals. I believe we are
working extremely well. I have a passion for
representing and standing up for country people. I have
never varied from that and will never vary from it in the
future.
I want to pay tribute to my electorate staff, who are in
the gallery here today; firstly, to Diana Hildebrand, who
has been my electorate officer for 14 years, who still
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calls me Mr Jasper — it never varies. The dedication
and loyalty of the staff has been unswerving. No-one
says anything against Ken Jasper; I can tell you that
now! I also pay tribute to Jill McGillivray in media;
Michelle Kelly in research; Sandra Needham, who does
a lot of typing for me; and Reina Dike, who did work
for me for many years. I mention also The Nationals
candidate for Murray Valley at the next election, Tim
McCurdy, who is down here — it is great to see Tim
with us.
Mr Hulls — Sophie — or was that a federal
member?
Mr JASPER — Through the Chair, I refuse to
comment.
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise the member for
Murray Valley not to respond to interjections.
Mr JASPER — I accept that, Speaker. I should say,
too, that whilst I have been warned on occasion I have
never been put out of the house in my 34-plus years in
Parliament.
Finally, and importantly, I want to pay tribute to my
wife, Annette, and our two children, Leigh and Sally,
and their families. They have been putting up with my
life. I have put politics ahead of the family and the
business. I had written in my notes that they have
suffered, and someone suggested I change that to say
they have just been disadvantaged. There is no doubt
about that. They have been disadvantaged because of
what I have been doing. I put politics ahead of
everything, and it is now time for that to change.
I thank Annette from the bottom of my heart. Without
Annette’s strong support I could not have been so
active as the member for Murray Valley, and I certainly
pay tribute to her and the dedication and support that I
have received from the family. Many members know
that without that support we could not do what we are
doing. Thank you, Annette.
I go to my final comments. My political life has been
an enormous experience and challenge, but there has
been great satisfaction in getting positive results and
representing the people of my electorate, both in the
Parliament and within the Murray Valley electorate,
and I believe that what we have sought to do we have
achieved. Thank you.
Honourable members applauded.
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STATEMENTS MARKING END OF 56TH
PARLIAMENT
Mr BRUMBY (Premier) — I will just make some
comments this afternoon to mark the closure of the
56th Parliament. It is a wonderful thing to follow the
member for Murray Valley and so many other great
valedictory speeches that we have heard this afternoon.
If you had listened to the member for Murray Valley,
you would think it was like a speech he made 34 years
ago when he was just starting his parliamentary career;
he was so full of energy and so dedicated. I will have a
couple of words to say about the member for Murray
Valley a little bit later.
Firstly, I want to quickly say something to all of the
groups who make our Parliament work and have made
it work so well over the last four years; secondly, I
would like to highlight some of the achievements, the
good things that came out of the 56th Parliament; and
thirdly, if time permits, make some very brief
comments about the great members who have
contributed so much to this place and from whom we
have heard such fine valedictories this afternoon.
I thank the Clerk of the house, Ray, the assistant clerks,
all the Legislative Assembly staff and the
Serjeant-at-Arms, Anne Sargent. We all know that the
Parliament would not operate without the clerks and
their support. I thank you and your team, Ray, for the
professional way in which you have undertaken your
responsibilities to make our Parliament work so well.
In that context, can I say too that we had a fantastic
regional sitting when the lower house sat in Churchill in
October 2008. A huge amount of work went into the
organisation of that, but I think it has been one of the
highlights of the Parliament that in each term we have
been able to get out to regional Victoria. We all know it
involves a lot of organisation — it is an intense
effort — but I think it is so worthwhile. Again, I thank
the clerks, the Serjeant-at-Arms and all of the staff who
assisted with that.
I thank too the parliamentary staff and the attendants. I
am told the word attendant is not correct any more; I
am told it is now ‘tour guide’. For anybody who has
tried to find a committee room for a meeting, ‘tour
guide’ is pretty right! It is a pretty busy place. I say to
the attendants and the staff that they are so good and so
courteous. Even though we have not had a lot of
late-night sittings, just the hours when we do sit through
until 11 o’clock at night are still long hours and people
still get a bit tired and a bit grumpy from time to time.
The performance of the parliamentary staff, the
attendants — the tour guides — is just wonderful.
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Everybody I talk to who comes to this place and does a
tour — such as a school group — provides feedback on
the staff that is just 10 out of 10 on every occasion, and
so I want to thank them for the great work that they do.
I thank the Hansard reporters. Sometimes we wonder
how it is that they pick up the words we say, but they
do,and they do a great job. I think in question time that
is often particularly difficult. I again thank the Hansard
reporters, headed by Jo Truman, for their
professionalism and focus on their task.
I thank the dining room and catering staff, headed by
Luke Jordan, and all those who make up that room. We
often move in and out of there pretty quickly and often
want meals pretty quickly. To all of the team in
there — particularly Shirley, who I know best and have
known for so long — who look after our needs, I thank
them also for the great job that they do.
We thank the library staff for the research that they do.
I have not had to use the library research team for some
time, I am pleased to say, and I hope there are no
circumstances in the future when I will need to. The
library team is great, it is professional and the research
they do is excellent. To Marion King and to all of her
staff, I know I speak on behalf of all members when I
say we thank you for running a great state
parliamentary library and for all of the services you
provide.
We thank the gardeners and the facilities managers,
headed by Brian Bourke. One of the joys of coming to
this place is the parliamentary gardens. When we have
all had a bit on and need to clear our heads for
5 minutes we can walk around those gardens. It is just a
beautiful space and place to be. It would not be so good
without the care, attention and affection that Brian and
the team give to the gardens. Whether it is the gardens,
the lawns, the lawn bowls or the tennis court, they are
all beautifully maintained, and we thank them very
much for that.
The protective services officers do an important job. It
is good to know that they are always on top of their job.
We feel better when they are.
Speaker, to you and your office, we thank you. We
know that your job is a very difficult job, and we thank
you for the job you have done as Speaker, particularly
in managing what have been some quite vigorous
debates and question times during the period of the
56th Parliament.
In terms of the Parliament, we have sat for 189 days
this term. That is the most sitting days for the
Legislative Assembly for any term since 1996. We
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have had 1815 questions without notice in the
Legislative Assembly; my guess is that would make it
easily the largest number of questions in a couple of
decades. By the end of today I am hopeful that we will
have passed 331 bills.
In many ways it has been a history-making Parliament.
It has been a Parliament of great reform. We have seen
the introduction of new measures like the statement of
government intentions. In 2008 when that was
introduced there was a bit of a debate about that, but I
think it has now been firmly implanted. It is a great
thing for the Premier of the day to state what is on the
government’s agenda and the parliamentary agenda for
the year ahead. It has provided excellent focus and
debate.
We have seen landmark social reforms. I think in many
ways the house was at its best during what were
difficult but worthy debates in this place. I am talking
of course about the historic debates on abortion law
reform, stem cell research and assisted reproductive
technology. During those debates I asked members of
this house to be respectful of others’ views, and I think
overwhelmingly members were.
If I had to pick a highlight in many ways it was those
debates, which were decided on a conscience vote. I
also think of the quality, emotion and depth of the
debates that we had during the bushfires, both with the
condolence motion and the debates on bushfire
recovery and making our state safer. In many ways
these were the times when the Parliament worked at its
best — when by and large party divisions were put
aside and the debate was about the merit of the
proposition. I think overwhelmingly the Parliament can
be pretty proud of those debates and those outcomes.
We have seen major legislation on climate change. I
was proud of the river red gum legislation; it will stand
the test of time. I know that these things are sometimes
controversial, but I have no doubt that in 20, 30 or
40 years time people will look back at this legislation
and this Parliament and say, ‘They did the right thing’.
Ditto with the Climate Change Act; we are cutting
emissions by 20 per cent by 2020, and there are some
difficult challenges for the state in the years and the
decades ahead. But again it was the right thing for the
Parliament to do for the people of Victoria and the state
of Victoria.
There were many other changes in this Parliament.
There was A Fairer Victoria, with a new act to regulate
supported residential services, tackling homelessness
and approving minimum standards. There was
legislation in education; we introduced the blueprint,
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giving every child the chance to succeed in life through
what is a five-year overhaul designed to boost student
achievement, improve teaching quality and make
schools more accountable.
Of course we have also seen a range of legislative
measures to make our community safer, introducing
greater powers to search for knives, greater penalties
including on-the-spot fines, a doubling of on-the-spot
fines for offences related to drunk and disorderly
conduct, move-on powers and tighter laws to combat
hoon driving.
We have also seen increased scrutiny of Parliament
through the webcasting that began in 2008 and the live
videostreaming which began in May 2010. I think it has
been a positive and productive Parliament, and I am
particularly proud of those areas I have highlighted.
If I may, I will spend 2 minutes thanking retiring
members. As I said, the member for Murray Valley
served this house for 34 years. He is a true gentleman,
always polite and courteous. When I was Treasurer he
had a wonderful way of getting into my office after
question time to argue for something in his electorate. I
remember saying to a couple of our new country
members who came in here in 1999 that if they served
their electorates as well as the member for Murray
Valley served his, they could expect a very, very long
period of electoral success in this house. We thank the
member for Murray Valley for his service to the house.
The member for Keilor has served in this house for
28 years. He succeeded today in doing something I
have never seen before — getting most of his speech
incorporated into Hansard. He has been a strong,
involved local member who has presided over huge
changes for the better in his electorate. The member for
Keilor helped me when I first came into this place; he
supported me for preselection, for which I am grateful.
He was the Opposition Whip from 1992 to 1996. He
brought much wisdom to this place, and he leaves with
much experience and wisdom as well. We wish the
member for Keilor every success in the future.
I have already commented publicly today on the
contribution by the member for Thomastown, but it has
been a wonderful contribution over 20 years of great
public service to the state. We should always be
prepared to congratulate those who on whatever side of
politics make such a long and distinguished
contribution of public service to our state.
Peter has filled all of his roles with distinction, whether
it has been more recently at arts functions with a
champagne flute or out on building sites with a hard hat

4143

as Minister for Major Projects. I think of all of the
achievements in transport, Arrive Alive and the huge
shift to rail that occurred, it was probably the largest
shift of any developed city around the world. That is a
good thing — good for our environment and good for
our livability. I think of the trams, the super-stops and,
in terms of energy, how Peter has led the way with new
gas generation, winning the biggest wind farm in
Australia and winning the biggest solar energy
production facility as well. I value greatly the
contribution of the member for Thomastown, a person
who has been committed, loyal, determined and
hardworking in this Parliament for his government, for
his party and for his electorate. We thank him for that.
I was the opposition leader when the member for
Brunswick, Carlo, was elected. As he reminded me the
other day, it was only four days out from the
by-election when there was a leadership coup against
me — I had only been leader for six months — which I
survived and lived happily after for many years. As you
heard today, the member for Brunswick has always had
a fierce belief in people’s rights and democracy. That
comes from his history and his family’s background in
Italy. He has been a believer in a modern economy, a
new economy, whether that is through investment in
infrastructure, through his passionate belief in IT, his
belief in debate, the battle of ideas and attending branch
meetings. As he said today, Carlo has always been a
great supporter in developing and thinking up new
ideas to make our state better and make our democracy
stronger. At the opening of Museo Italiano on Sunday, I
mentioned that it was a suggestion that Carlo made
some years ago; I think it will stand as a great testament
to his belief in the heritage and history of the Italian
community in our state. I wish him well in the future as
well.
He is not here today, but can I also put on the record my
thanks to the service provided by the former member
for Ivanhoe since 1996. Craig Langdon was the
Government Whip for so many years here. He was a
strong local member. I remember campaigning with
him in the 1990s, particularly in relation to the
Auditor-General. While he has already resigned from
the house, we also wish him well in the future.
I will also quickly mention the member for Bendigo
West. I remember Bob Cameron when he was a very
young man and I was in federal politics. He had a
passion for public life, public service, and his
contribution to Bendigo West and to this Parliament has
been a very substantial one indeed. I think back to when
we first came to government, when he was the minister
responsible for WorkCover. At that time WorkCover
was a scheme that was in the red. We introduced
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common-law rights and we turned around that scheme
to get it back in the black and since then we have seen
five successive premium reductions. That required
leadership by the minister of the day and that leadership
was provided by Bob Cameron.
As Minister for Agriculture Bob saw through so many
years of drought. As Minister for Police and
Emergency Services he has delivered many additional
police and secured a commitment for 1966 additional
police. Again I would say of the member for Bendigo
West that he has been a wonderful advocate for his
electorate. He has been a great supporter and friend of
mine over all the years he has been here. I told him a
few weeks ago and I have said it again today that he has
made the right decision to be with his family.
I thank the member for Essendon for her contribution.
We have a special bond, because she is a Collingwood
supporter and also my local member. I live in Judy’s
electorate. She is a great local member. I know that
because we get material in the letterbox just about
every week from Judy Maddigan. I also know that from
the speech nights I have attended throughout the
electorate and the speech nights at Strathmore
Secondary College, which my children have attended,
where she is a passionate believer in education. She has
fought for new facilities, she has achieved funding for
those facilities and in every sense of the word Judy has
been an outstanding local member and a person in
touch with the local community. We thank her for what
has been a great contribution going right back to those
happy days in opposition in 1996.
I thank the member for Caulfield. I used to see more of
her at some of the functions when I was in opposition
and she, of course, was in government. She is from the
class of 1996. I have always found the honourable
member to be courteous and respectful. I think of her
contributions to a number of the debates that I have
mentioned in this Parliament, on things like stem cell
research and on difficult issues like abortion law
reform, where it was never easy to take a stand. I thank
the member for the role that she played in making this
Parliament a more progressive and particularly a more
socially progressive Parliament than it otherwise would
have been.
I refer to the member for Ballarat West, whose speech I
was honoured to read before. I say of Karen that no
person was more passionate and more effective in
lobbying for and delivering the Ballarat integrated
regional cancer centre than her. For Karen it was
obviously personal, with Brian’s battle with cancer, and
this new commonwealth-state $55 million facility will
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stand as a wonderful monument to Karen’s passion for
Ballarat.
Finally, to my deputy, Rob Hulls — I could not want
for a better deputy — I thank him for the support he has
provided me in the periods in which he has been Acting
Premier. I also thank Peter Batchelor. As Leader of the
House he has run a great Parliament and knows the
rules inside and out.
It is a bit early to wish Christmas felicitations, but I say
to all members with respect to the forthcoming election
that I hope it is a vigorous campaign — vigorous but
fair. I say to my political opponents, as I think was said
earlier, I wish you well — but not too well. I say to my
members: thank you for the wonderful support you
have provided me, and I wish you every success over
the next seven or eight weeks and every success in the
weeks and decades ahead.
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — By dint of
circumstance I have exchanged speaking spots with the
Leader of the Opposition, who has just returned to the
chamber.
As I was sitting here listening to the speeches, and
particularly as the Premier was finishing, I was thinking
that it is a rather strange circumstance in many ways in
that it is a hybrid, because on the one hand we have the
end of the parliamentary time and on the other hand it is
a bit before Christmas, and we have an election in the
middle, so it is with mixed feelings that I come to my
feet. Be that as it may, the Attorney-General will know
I have what is basically a 10-point plan, and I want to
go through it.
I first want to thank the staff who work with me at the
Sale office: Cheryl Coughlan and Ben Bulmer. As
members know, what we all do respectively means we
are away from the office a lot. For the work they do
while I am absent, I thank them.
To those who work with me here when I am in
Melbourne and when I am otherwise engaged in other
parts of the state — Ben Hindmarsh and the team who
work upstairs — I am so very grateful for the
extraordinary commitment which they bring to the
important work we do. I again thank them so much.
I thank the staff around the Parliament, together with
Ray Purdey and the clerks, for the wonderful
contribution they respectively make. Among the
parliamentary staff in their different personages around
the Parliament there are so many colourful personalities
that if I were to start naming names and listing them all
it would be difficult to stop, so I say to them as a
collective that I thank them very much for the work
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they do in the various areas in which they discharge
their important roles.
I say to the members of the government that it is the
case that politics by its nature is pretty robust at times,
but in the scheme of things I enjoy a constructive
relationship with members of the government, and I
wish them well — not too well in the sense of
impending events, but well enough to be able to say
that I have said it. I do wish them well for the
conclusion of this Parliament and the start of the next,
whatever shape it might take, and of course for
Christmas as well.
I thank the Premier also for the contribution he has
made. We are all conscious in this chamber of his
having suffered the loss of his father recently. It is an
event that I remember well from my own time 41 years
ago now, and we are all very conscious of that loss.
I say to you, Speaker, that it is a very difficult role that
you are asked to fulfil, and it has been done so very
well over the course of these four years. Not all the time
do you agree with me, Speaker — I must say it is a
source of some wonderment on occasions — but I have
a great regard for the institutions of this Parliament and
for what it means in the democratic system, and one of
the important roles that needs to be fulfilled is that of
Speaker, and I commend you for the manner in which
you have conducted that role.
I thank all of the members of the Liberal Party, with
whom we in The Nationals have formed such great
associations, for the great work that they have done and
that they continue to do in the course of their respective
roles representing their various electorates. I have
formed many close friendships with the members of the
Liberal Party, and it is something for which I will be
eternally grateful.
I pay particular tribute to Ted Baillieu in his role as the
Leader of the Opposition. As the Premier will attest, it
is a tough task being the Leader of the Opposition. If I
may say so, even when the fight is a fair fight it is a
tough enough task, so I wish the Leader of the
Opposition well, not only for impending events but for
beyond. I must say he is a man of extraordinary
integrity and of the greatest standards and values, and
he brings to this place a wonderful sense of governance.
He understands very well matters economic and how
important it is that the economy of the state should
function properly, and I look forward to the fact that if
we are able to get over the line in November, he will
lead this state with distinction and he will be one of our
great Premiers.
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I pay regard to my own team that I have the honour to
lead. They are a great bunch. They come from varied
backgrounds, and they have done different things with
their lives before they have come here. They are a
wonderful group of people. We pride ourselves on
representing our respective electorates to the very best
of our ability, and I think we can hold our heads high in
that regard. We achieved great results in the election in
2002, we did it again in 2006 against all comers and we
are looking forward to the events of 27 November.
Similarly I pay regard to all those who have made their
valedictory speeches today. In their different ways they
have outlined their respective contributions to the
Parliament in the time they have been here. Each of
them I know to differing degrees. I pay particular
regard to the member for Caulfield, whom I know well.
She has made a great contribution, and the Premier has
outlined some of the aspects of what she has done in a
parliamentary sense. But beyond that, within the team
of which we are part she has made a terrific
contribution, and I thank her for that.
The other members who have spoken today, and in the
case of the member for Ballarat West of whom the
Premier has spoken, I thank each of them individually
for the work they have contributed.
The manager of government business and I have sat
opposite each other at this table for 11 years, and we
have exchanged pleasantries — and I mean that in the
true sense of the word — during many question times.
A lot of wisdom has gone straight back and forth across
the table over the years. I said to him recently, ‘I’m
looking forward to the first day of Parliament after
27 November when we can sit on the other sides of the
table from where we now are’. He has gone and pulled
the plug on me now, so I have been robbed of that
pleasure, but I do wish him well.
Similarly, the member for Bendigo West was on the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee with me
when he started in this Parliament, and certainly during
his time as a minister we have had some challenging
moments in the cut and thrust that being in politics
involves, but I well understand the reasons he has made
his decision, and I likewise wish him well.
I say similarly to the member for Keilor, the member
for Brunswick, the member for Essendon, the member
Thomastown, who I have spoken about, and the
member for Bendigo West, who I have also spoken
about, that I wish them well.
I have mentioned the member for Ballarat West. At the
moment the only one I think I have missed is the
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member for Murray Valley. It is appropriate that I
spend the remaining time, or most of it, talking of this
important moment. I am conscious as I do so that his
wife, Annette, is in the gallery, as are members of his
staff, and Tim McCurdy, who hopefully will be his
successor in title.
I want to make some reflections about the member for
Murray Valley. For 93 years The Nationals in one
iteration or another have stood in this Parliament on
behalf of country Victorians, and we have done so very
proudly. For more than a third of that time the member
for Murray Valley has carried the banner on behalf of
his electorate. It is an extraordinary achievement by any
standards — and one I can tell the house right now that
I do not intend to emulate! The library staff tell me he
has been a parliamentarian for 12 618 days. I had
another bit of work done on the background of the great
man, and I know that at the last election he achieved a
primary vote in a full-blown three-cornered contest of
50.91 per cent. He won every single booth in his
electorate. His two-party preferred vote was 71.7. He
has been through 10 elections, and he has won them all.
He has seen seven Premiers and four changes of
government. He has had three leaders — so I have
survived him — and he has made a remarkable
contribution.
I am told by the library staff — I do not know why they
keep these things; it is amazing — that since the year
2000 he has issued 465 press releases, and I have got
them all here, Speaker. I will read them out, if that is all
right, by leave!
An honourable member — Move that they be
incorporated!
Mr RYAN — Yes, perhaps I will get them
incorporated. I will speak to you later, Speaker.
The member for Murray Valley is the 11th longest
serving parliamentarian in the history of the Victorian
Legislative Assembly — in more than 150 years. What
a remarkable achievement.
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Then there are their children. If they are not present,
you will get their names. You will find out what they
are all doing with their respective lives. He has an
amazing memory for names. The way in which he
looks after his electorate is I think a great model for any
of us who come to politics to be able to follow. The
first duty we have in this place is to look after those
who send us here to represent them. You will see no
finer example of it than in the case of the member for
Murray Valley.
We have had a lot of fun over the years in different
environments. There have been a lot of great occasions.
I had occasion the other night to briefly mention one
story when I spoke at an event for him. There was some
celebration for some term of his period of service in
here — it might have only been 25 years or something.
I said at the time after all the congratulatory things were
said that his wife, Annette, had done a great job in
assisting his presence in this place. A comment was
made by someone who had worked out how many
shirts Annette had had to iron to get him here over all
these years. As I said at the time, at least they are small
shirts. His will truly be big shoes to fill. Perhaps not in
the physical sense, but in a metaphorical sense there are
no bigger shoes to fill than those of Kenny Jasper as the
member for Murray Valley. I congratulate him for the
magnificent contribution he has made.
I must say I heard with interest his commentary about
parliamentary standards and I think those were very
wise words. I know, as the Premier has observed, that
he has always been respectful of the members of this
place, but there have been occasions when the biff and
clout associated with political representation has come
bubbling to the surface. Indeed I have an article from
the Wangaratta Chronicle of 18 November 1986. It is
headed ‘Jasper says ALP is sly-grogging’. This was
when the member was the shadow minister for
whatever responsibility that comes under. In it he is
quoted as saying:
I am not opposed to the ALP selling good Victorian wine,
particularly north-east wine, but it should seek licences for the
various branches which wish to sell it …

Honourable members applauded.
Mr RYAN — What a remarkable achievement! As
the Premier has observed, to go to his electorate and
spend some time with him and see the way that he
represents his electorate is nothing less than
extraordinary. You walk into a room with him,
wherever it may happen to be, and not only are you
introduced to those present, you are introduced to those
to whom those present are married or by whom they are
partnered.

Again Ken was keeping them honest and representing
the electorate.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr RYAN — Yes, I know. I knew that was the
danger in reading it out. But it is just another example
of in the final analysis doing everything necessary to
represent his electorate. He has done a great, great job,
and I for one, along with my Nationals colleagues and
those who have gone before in this great party, together
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with other members of the house, congratulate him for
the great contribution he has made.
Finally, I wish all members well for both the upcoming
election and also for the Christmas period. It is
important that everybody keeps safe and that those of
us who are looking to return are able to do so. Of
course that will not occur in some electorates, but in the
total scheme of things I think we should always be very
aware of the great honour that it is to walk up those
front steps and come into this chamber to represent the
people who sent us here. It is a great, great system.
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — It is a privilege
to mark the end of Victoria’s 56th Parliament with a
few words. Without a doubt this parliamentary term has
bequeathed some fantastic reforms for Victoria. Many
of those have been mentioned by the Premier.
I agree with the Premier about the state’s response to
the tragedy of the February 2009 bushfires, which were
a chapter in our history that none of us ever wants to
see repeated but which certainly brought out the best in
so many — from our emergency services, from
countless volunteers, from ordinary Victorians who
offered their time to staff recovery centres and the like.
They all did a fantastic job. In the aftermath of these
fires police investigators and the coronial system
worked around the clock to bring family members
some sort of certainty. We had the royal commission
established only days after the tragic fires, with very
wide-ranging terms of reference. Everyone worked
tirelessly and compassionately to help us understand
this tragedy and to ensure that it has no sequel.
In addition of course there were myriad other
achievements over the last parliamentary term —
opportunities seized to shape a better Victoria. In short I
think there is much to celebrate on Victoria’s behalf. I
think we all feel humbled to have been a part of these
very important achievements.
In saying that, can I also say I feel humbled to have
worked alongside some dedicated individuals who have
brought so much energy and innovation and belief to
this place. In fact, while most of our time is spent at
odds with those opposite, even I consider the end of a
parliamentary term a chance to reflect on those qualities
that we share rather than what divides us. Public life, as
we know, is an enormous privilege; it is an opportunity
to make a difference to Victoria. With privilege,
however, comes responsibility. We must be open to
rigorous scrutiny and often put our public obligations
above personal ones, because, as we all know, political
life is often not very compatible with family life.
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Each of us comes to this place very conscious of what
such a contribution involves and, like the Premier, I do
not want to let this 56th Parliament end without
acknowledging certain individuals. Peter Batchelor,
Bob Cameron, Carlo Carli, Judy Maddigan, Karen
Overington, George Seitz, Ken Jasper and Helen
Shardey have all contributed significantly to this and to
previous parliaments. Between them they have given
over 150 years of service — as ministers, as shadow
ministers, parliamentary secretaries, spokespeople,
opposition whips, as Speakers or as chairs and
members of parliamentary committees.
Of course the Leader of The Nationals has spoken in
particular about the member for Murray Valley. I
apologise to the member for Murray Valley for not
having a jacket on, but times do change. I also have to
let his wife, Annette, know that I actually iron my own
shirts, as you can probably tell.
I know the Leader of the Opposition will speak about
retiring members, particularly those on his side and
particularly the member for Caulfield. I congratulate the
member for Murray Valley and the member for
Caulfield on the contributions they have made to public
life.
I also very much thank Carlo Carli, who, for those of
you who do not know, was an inaugural member of the
MPs’ Quartet Minus One, and the Premier certainly
will remember that. Most recently he was chair of the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee. I want to
thank him for his vocal support of the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities and his passionate
advocacy for human rights.
We are all grateful to Judy Maddigan. She is passionate
about her own community, yes, but she is always
measured and good humoured, and that was evidenced
during her term as Speaker. I am sure she will be a
friend for a long period of time.
As we have already heard, Karen Overington has been
a model of advocacy for the people of Ballarat, and I
wish her well.
George Seitz, meanwhile, has never been far from
controversy — as he said — but he has been a rock in
his own community and in this place for nearly three
decades. I am still not sure what he tabled though!
It is with particular sadness that I farewell my
ministerial colleagues Peter Batchelor — Batch — and
Bobby Cameron. Batch has been the member for
Thomastown for 20 years. He has brought a very keen
intellect and a steady hand to each portfolio he has held,
from transport to major projects, energy and resources,
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community development and the arts. However, his
contribution goes well beyond this. As leader of
government business and as a colleague, first in
opposition and then in cabinet, he has always been a
source of calm and of sage advice — someone on
whom we all know we can rely. He will be sorely,
sorely missed by all members of this place and in
particular by members of the government.
Just as sorely missed will be Bob Cameron. As a
member for his beloved region of Bendigo for 14 years,
he has always brought reason, pragmatism and decency
to his roles in public life, whether as Minister for Local
Government, Minister for Agriculture, Minister for
WorkCover or most recently as Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections. For a
police minister in particular it might be expected that
someone holding the portfolio would not find much
common ground with an Attorney-General. I have to
say, however, that it has been my privilege to work as a
partner and colleague with Bob, a colleague who in a
nutshell believes in being tough on crime and also
tough on its causes and who recently delivered
1966 extra police to Victoria. He is always calm and
courteous in a business not widely known for its focus
on the civilities of life.
On behalf of all members, I wish each and every one of
these retiring colleagues a fulfilling and happy
retirement with time to pursue their personal interests,
to reinvigorate and to reconnect with their families and
friends.
I also want to seize this moment to acknowledge the
professionalism and hard work of all those who
contribute to the workings of Parliament behind the
scenes — to Ray Purdey; to the clerks; to you, Speaker;
to Serjeant Sargent; to the attendants or tour guides; to
the catering and dining staff; to the PSOs (protective
service officers); to the Hansard staff; to the library
staff; to the gardeners; and even to the media. Without
these silent contributors — silent relative to the rest of
us — this place simply could not function, witness as
they are not just to the democratic process but to the
quirks and conventions that give this place its own
peculiar life.
As this Parliament draws to a close, I salute all those
who have contributed to the role of this Parliament. I
salute in particular my very close friend and colleague,
the Premier, John Brumby, for his passionate and
dedicated leadership in shaping a stronger, fairer
Victoria. As I have already said, I wish everybody well
in the election, but as my old man used to say, ‘I hope
we do weller than them’.
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Mr BAILLIEU (Leader of the Opposition) — I am
often moved to remark how special this place is. It is
the seat of our democracy, the seat of values and the
place of change. It is a place of community dreams and
aspirations. Reflecting on its origins and status, I often
comment that this is arguably the second-most mature
or elaborate Westminster Parliament anywhere in the
world, after the original Westminster. To think that this
chamber — these buildings — were conceived
160 years ago, when there were barely 35 000 people in
addition to the indigenous community living in
Melbourne, is to consider that it was an extraordinary
aspiration and an extraordinary dream. It was also a
courageous community that took the step to put in place
what many Victorians would now take for granted,
what it is too easy to take for granted and what we
should never take for granted.
I am sure those who come and go as members of
Parliament have the opportunity to reflect on that. I
know every time I walk into this building I reflect on its
heritage and on the aspirations and dreams it represents.
It is a reminder that this place delivers, that this place
changes things and that in this place all things are
possible.
Many people assist us in making what is possible,
possible in this place. I join with others in thanking the
clerks, Ray, Liz and Bridget and others and their staff
for the work they do; the Legislative Assembly staff,
including Andrew, Paul and Mark; and all the
attendants or the guides, as the Premier now suggests
they be called — particularly those attendants or guides
who barrack for the Geelong Football Club, about
which I know the Deputy Premier and I share a
particular relationship.
I also thank Ann Sargent, who I understand is changing
her name by deed poll to ‘At Arms’ — and there she is,
at arms! I noted in the gallery yesterday the serjeant’s
predecessor enjoying with a wry smile the deliberations
of the Parliament.
The staff in the papers office are ever smiling. I thank
Hansard, including Joanne, John and all the reporters,
and the library staff, including Marion and Greg, who,
as the Premier said, do remarkable research. I am often
moved to take visitors into the library and note that it is
one of the most proficient and arguably one of the best
libraries anywhere in Australia. It may be physically
small, but it is a glorious piece of architecture, and the
work that is done — the capacity to deliver — is quite
extraordinary.
I thank the dining room staff, including Luke, Robyn,
Malcolm the chef, and the one person in this place who
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is never shy, shy Shirley. I thank them all for their
work. I thank the Department of Parliamentary
Services; the gardeners, run by Brian and his staff; and
the staff of the parliamentary committees.
Again, it is easy for members of Parliament to take for
granted the work that is done by the parliamentary
committee staff. There were a couple of those staff
members in here yesterday when we were dealing with
the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and
Development Committee report, Sean and Natalie, with
whom I spent some time. They do a remarkable job,
and I have noted that on many occasions. They are just
two of the staff members who make an extraordinary
contribution.
The PSOs (protective services officers) are here day
and night. The real test of a PSO is to be able to stay on
your feet through the morning hours from midnight to
6 o’clock in the middle of winter in difficult conditions
and to keep smiling, and they all do. I was watching
some of them last night in the rain. They were enduring
the weather and enduring the deliberations of the wider
community, who invariably visit upon them whatever
their political views are. The PSOs do a fantastic job
not only in securing this building and all of us but also
in providing political advice to those who walk by.
To you, Speaker, and on your stewardship — of course
we always agree! We have never had a disagreement.
You have missed the opportunity to have me thrown
out of the Parliament in the last four years — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Don’t tempt me.
Mr BAILLIEU — Have a crack and see if you can
get me out. Come on! We thank you and your staff and
those who fill the role when you are not in the Chair.
I also single out a group of people with whom we have
all mixed and been unaware or unconscious of in the
last few years — that is, the builders who have been
doing their level best to maintain and restore this
building. There is an extraordinary piece of scaffolding
and a building platform that is moving slowly around
the building. It is circumnavigating Parliament House
and probably taking longer than those who originally
circumnavigated the world, but this building is worth
the effort. It is a special place. I say thank you to them.
To the Premier and to the members of the government,
I join with the other side of politics in most sincerely
wishing them a happy Christmas, and I join others in
wishing them well for their futures. In particular I thank
the Premier for the courtesies extended to me.
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I thank members of our coalition team — our coalition
partners, The Nationals. The Leader of The Nationals,
Peter Ryan, is an extraordinary individual. He manages
to cover the state, to cover his party and to cover these
relationships with great professionalism and spirit. He
does an extraordinary job leading his party, and I thank
him for his friendship, his support and everything he
does for our team. I also thank the members of The
Nationals.
I thank our team, the frontbench members and all other
members of our team and their staff, and in particular I
thank their families, who put up with so much. I also
thank my staff in the opposition rooms, some of whom
are here. I am sure they are here because they know I
am meant to be somewhere else at 5.15 p.m., but there
you go. They have been an extraordinary support, and I
really appreciate the effort and the friendship they have
delivered.
As we know there are a number of members who are
retiring: the members for Ballarat West, Essendon,
Brunswick, Keilor, Bendigo West and, of course,
Thomastown, and someone else who I will come to in a
moment. I will make a couple of remarks about those
who are retiring on the other side of the house. I join
with other members in congratulating them on their
service and thanking them for the time they have put in
here. I wish them well in whatever they choose to do in
the future. I know the member for Ballarat West has not
been well, and I wish her all the best. I know it has been
a very difficult couple of years for her. I wish her well
in particular.
As Speaker, the member for Essendon treated us
exceptionally well. The member for Brunswick, with
whom I have had a good personal relationship, has
represented multicultural communities in this state with
great calm and passion. The member for Keilor has
entertained us in this Parliament right up until the last
second, not only with a degree of uncertainty but also
with a degree of great passion for his community.
I also acknowledge the retiring ministers, including the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the
member for Bendigo West, Bob Cameron. I know the
events of last year were traumatic for a lot of
Victorians, and I know they were traumatic for the
minister. I wish him well in his future career; and if he
is going back to the law, I am sure he will enjoy himself
rhetorically for years to come.
I also acknowledge the member for Thomastown, who
I think is still the Minister for Energy and Resources
and the Minister for the Arts, Peter Batchelor. Peter has
been on the other side of the table in that seat since I
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have been in this house. I have always found his
capacity to deliver one message in here and then deliver
another message externally quite remarkable. Actually
we have always got on quite well. Peter and I share
some interests. I can assure members that although
from time to time he may not be civil in this place, in
the real world at our local pool he is always civil in the
showers. I am sure Peter will enjoy his capacity to
concentrate a little more on his swimming. He and I
share an interest in swimming, and long may that last.
On our side of the house the member for Caulfield,
Helen Shardey, is also retiring. As Helen said, we have
known each other for more than 20 years. She has been
a friend, she has been a colleague. We have shared
leadership roles in the Liberal Party for many years, and
when I was its president she was vice-president. We
have been fellow members in here. She has done an
extraordinary job for her electorate and for many of our
communities, particularly the Jewish community. She
has been dedicated to the good health of Victorians, and
we have shared a lot of interesting and emotional
experiences.
I had the opportunity and privilege of being in Israel
with Helen last year. A moment that will live with me
forever is when we were out in 45-degree heat in the
desert at the foot of the Masada. The weight of history,
the weight of a nation and all the emotion that comes
with that was there. We shared a moment, and it will be
with us for a long time. We managed to share an office
for three years downstairs in the front corridor, where I
had to duck just to walk in. We are great friends, and
we always will be.
With your indulgence, Speaker, I would like to mention
a member for Western Victoria Region in another
place, John Vogels, who is also retiring. He was a
member of this house when he first arrived in
Parliament; we arrived at this Parliament at the same
time. He is an extraordinarily good-spirited individual.
He has been passionate about his community. He has
been a dairy farmer, and he still retains a dairy farm. He
has been passionate in local government, and he
represented local government on our side of the house
as a shadow minister. He will be sorely missed on our
side of Parliament, although his irreverence with the
jokes will probably continue well into the future in
other locations, and I am sure he will be back in other
ways.
To the member for Murray Valley — Mr Jasper as he is
affectionately known, shy Ken — what extraordinary
service! As I said to Ken the other day, 34 years ago I
was in hand-to-hand combat on the Rugby field, and
here we are still in hand-to-hand combat but in a
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different place. I pay tribute to him for his contribution
to his electorate. The fact that he has been able to resist
the redistribution commissioner for all those years is an
extraordinary testament to his power of persuasion and
the message he sends to anybody who works in this
place is to work hard, get results and tell people what
you do. Unfortunately he even told somebody in the
Anglican Church, and they reported him. Well done to
Kenny, who has made an extraordinary contribution.
Ken’s family has made an extraordinary broader
contribution to this state, and we recognise them all.
Everybody arrives in this house with hope, aspiration
and enthusiasm. Some choose the time of their leaving.
Those who had the opportunity to do valedictory
speeches today have chosen their time of leaving; that
is as it should be and I am sure that they have many
plans ahead of them. For them this is a change and this
is a place of change. We all come and go but this place
is eternal and what this place represents serves a higher
purpose than any of us individually serve.
For me, it has been a privilege to be in this chamber, to
work with other members of Parliament, to be the
Leader of the Opposition, to work with my friend and
colleague, Louise Asher as deputy, with all my
frontbench team and Liberal Party members. I look
forward to the contest ahead. I look forward to effecting
further change for the benefit of this Parliament and for
the betterment of the people of Victoria.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair seeks the
indulgence of the chamber. I thank all members for
having given me the honour of being the Speaker four
years ago when we came into this Parliament but also
for making my life so much easier every day at
question time! Seriously, I have learnt over the last four
years about the incredible team of people that support
us in every way to do the job we do.
I put on record the absolutely amazing support and
advice from the clerks, Ray Purdey, Liz Choat and
Bridget Noonan. Bridget has taught me everything
there is to know about committees, or at least that she is
prepared to tell. Anne Sargent is our wonderful
Serjeant-at-Arms, and I do not know how I would have
survived without Anne’s warning on many occasions
that I was about to step over the cliff. I especially thank
Anne.
I thank the staff in the papers office. There are staff
with whom members come into contact that we know
and then there are staff who simply go about their job to
support our roles. My thanks go to the papers office
staff, the attendants and the Hansard staff. Hansard is
not an easy job. I thank particularly Joanne Truman,
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manager, Hansard, and John Nugent, editor
(Assembly). Obviously the library staff have done and
continue to do a remarkable job. I also thank John
Lovell, the manager, information technology.
The catering staff are very visible, and I thank all the
staff, including Luke Jordan, Robyn Rogers, Shirley
and Cheryl. I also express my thanks to Brian Bourke
and his staff in the grounds and buildings. I thank the
protective service officers and the private security
agency staff. We pass them every morning and they get
to know us, but as Speaker I have had a real privilege to
get to know some of these people in a much better way.
I mention the Department of Parliamentary Services,
and some of its staff are here at the moment. DPS
provides all the support to the Legislative Assembly,
and obviously supports all members in their electorate
offices. Our current secretary is Peter Lochert, and we
are on a learning curve, particularly this week. Peter has
been with Parliament for some years as director,
organisation development and finance, and will offer
the department very strong leadership.
Hilton Barr was the first member of the Department of
Parliamentary Services I met when I was first elected in
1999. Hilton is director, precinct and property
management, and I thank him.
Charles Gentner, who is the director, library, Hansard,
and IT, yesterday announced his retirement, and I wish
Charles the very best for the future. I have appreciated
his advice and support in all things electronic and
technical. He has often given me advice on how to get
the Frankston train line to run more efficiently, and I
have always appreciated his advice in that area. I wish
him well, and I am sure all members of the chamber
wish him well in his retirement.
In the past year a number of people have left the
Parliament. I express my appreciation for the
endeavours of Dr Stephen O’Kane, our former
secretary, Department of Parliamentary Services. His
leadership of the department in a time of great change
has left a very sustainable and well-functioning
organisation that is ready for the challenges of the
future.
This year also saw the retirement of Bill Schober, aged
81, who performed a range of roles in his nearly
26 years working for Parliament, ranging from
bartender to car park attendant, and that reflects the
changes that occur in this place.
Finally, I express my sorrow at the death of Paul
Gallagher, who passed away on 21 September. As joint
manager, grounds and maintenance, Paul’s contribution
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to Parliament was enormous: his passion for our
magnificent grounds, his dedication to preserving the
heritage of this great building, his determination to see
that this building is restored in a way that maintains its
place as one of Victoria’s great historical buildings, his
generosity with advice and support to all his fellow
workers and his wise counsel to me as Speaker.
To say that Paul will be missed is far too simple a
sentiment to express the sorrow that is in our hearts.
Paul’s many friends will treasure their own memories
of this warm, generous and immensely capable man.
Paul was responsible for the development of the garden
master plan, and a memorial honouring his contribution
to the Parliament will be placed in the gardens in the
future.
Finally, as we leave the chamber for the last time at the
end of the 56th Parliament I assure all members that we
leave the Parliament in the caring and capable hands of
the staff who are dedicated to providing us with the
services we need to perform our duties as
representatives of the Victorian community. On behalf
of all members, I sincerely thank all staff members for
their efforts.
Sitting suspended 6.02 p.m. until 7.03 p.m.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Postponement
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — As the member for Murray Valley has
passed on the title of Father of the House to the
members for South-West Coast and Box Hill —
assuming they are re-elected — I move:
That remaining business be postponed.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

I call the venerable member for South-West Coast.

Kywong Caravan Park, Nelson: future
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — The issue I
wish to raise is for the Minister for Environment and
Climate Change. The action I seek is for the minister to
come to beautiful Nelson in south-west Victoria and
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meet with the Nelson public reserve committee of
management to discuss its very real concerns about key
issues which threaten the very future of its Kywong
Caravan Park. The Kywong Caravan Park is located on
25 acres of Crown land, 1 kilometre north of the Nelson
township and very close to the magnificent Glenelg
River and the terrific Lower Glenelg National Park. The
park has 4 ensuite cabins, 7 park cabins, 90 powered
sites and over 200 unpowered camping sites. It is a very
popular park, especially over the summer and Easter
holiday periods. However, there are some very real
threats to the future of this caravan park.
The Nelson public reserve committee of management,
which operates this park, has raised concerns about the
impact of a recent Country Fire Authority audit of the
park, which has recommended a major upgrade of fire
hydrants, hose reels, water supply tanks and bore
pumps as well as the purchase of a very large diesel
generator. These upgrades to fire safety will cost the
committee at least $200 000. The committee has sought
financial assistance from the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to meet this enormous cost, but the
request has been rejected.
The committee runs an efficient, low-cost caravan and
camping park, and it simply cannot afford this massive
impost for fire safety upgrades. It needs help from
government, and I hope the minister can come to
Nelson to meet with the committee’s members and
discuss these fire safety needs and opportunities for
government assistance in meeting the cost of the fire
safety upgrades.
The committee would also like the opportunity to
discuss with the minister another government policy
change which will also have a devastating impact on
the financial viability of the park. The Kywong Caravan
Park gets a large portion of its annual income from
rental of annual sites, but recent government policy
changes will force these annual tenants off their sites,
which will decimate the finances of the caravan park.
Surely the government should discuss this policy with
Crown land caravan park operators and have a
horses-for-courses policy so that local issues can be
considered and so that in the case of the Kywong
Caravan Park it can maintain its annual site lease
arrangements.
The park has 28 annual site leaseholders, and only one
person on the waiting list. The caravan park is happy to
accommodate that person on the waiting list and
provide them with an annual site as well. These annual
site-holders pay about $1000 a year for their annual
site, which is a significant contribution to the financial
viability of the Kywong Caravan Park.
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What the committee of management is seeking is for
the minister to come to Nelson to meet with it, to
provide assistance with the implementation of the
recommendations of the fire audit and to come to an
agreement to allow annual site-holders to remain on
their sites to secure the continued future and viability of
this great caravan park in Nelson.

Preschools: Forest Hill electorate
Ms MARSHALL (Forest Hill) — I wish to raise a
matter for the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. The action I seek is for the
minister to adequately fund the preschools in my
electorate of Forest Hill with a renovation and
refurbishment grant from the 2010–11 Children’s
Capital program. The kinder years are an important
time in a child’s development, and it is vital that not
only children in Forest Hill but all children across the
state have access to a kindergarten program.
My children are in the gallery, and while Charlotte is in
grade 2, Phoebe is in her last year of kinder. The
renovation and refurbishment grants from the
Children’s Capital program aim to enhance existing
early years infrastructure throughout Victoria, enabling
community-based and funded kindergarten services to
provide additional kindergarten places to meet the
increasing demand. The government should be
commended for placing such importance on early
childhood development and funding programs like the
Children’s Capital program. Since 1999 the
government has invested a total of $134 million in a
range of infrastructure initiatives for early years
facilities, including new facilities, upgrades,
renovations and refurbishments, and minor grants for
equipment and IT.
With a number of reforms sweeping across the sector, it
is an important time for early childhood education, and
it is essential that as a government we ensure that
providers have adequate facilities so no child is left
behind. I understand the proposed capital works
projects for preschools in my electorate are essential for
them to maintain the very high standard of learning and
care that students have come to expect.
The changing nature of the demographics in the eastern
suburbs is placing pressure on the existing kindergarten
and preschool facilities in my electorate. With the
increasing numbers of children on waiting lists, parents
are now having to travel further to ensure that their
children have access to early childhood education.
Many of Forest Hill’s preschools have plans which will
rejuvenate their existing facilities, leading to increased
capacity and an ability to offer more varied programs. I
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therefore ask the minister to give due consideration to
any applications for funding that these great preschools
have made.

Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project:
irrigators
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I would like to
raise a matter with the Minister for Water, and the
action I seek is for the minister to instruct the Northern
Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project to work with
irrigators in northern Victoria to ensure that they have a
water supply that is adequate for their needs. I also ask
that before any water right is removed from irrigators
NVIRP properly consult with those irrigators and get
their agreement to any arrangements regarding their
water allocations.
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business. No agreement has been made, and there has
been no consultation.
I had a letter from another Tatura resident involved in
the thoroughbred industry. NVIRP has told him that his
8 megalitres of water will be reduced to 2 megalitres. I
am sure there are many irrigators who are happy with
the arrangements with NVIRP, but it does need to
consult more. The minister has said that everybody who
needs water will get it. The irrigators are asking me, ‘Is
this where the government is going to get its so-called
savings from the pipeline — by reducing irrigators’
water allocations?’. NVIRP has to work with these
people, and I ask the minister to talk to NVIRP and ask
it to consult those people who are looking for the
security of their water right.

Rail: Epping–South Morang line
I have received a number of letters from irrigators who
are quite angry and frustrated at the government’s
intention to reduce their water allocations. Mr Lance
Woodhouse came to my office to talk to me about one
of his clients, and I had a letter from them. David and
Alison Couston are long-term dairy farmers near
Stanhope. They milk 110 cows and want to extend their
dairy to 200 cows. They made plans to remodel their
dairy in 2008. The Coustons receive their irrigation
water from a spur channel, and they have a water-use
licence with an annual use limit of about 286 megalitres
of water. They have been in discussion with NVIRP,
but they cannot get an answer which will give them
enough security of water to extend their business. They
were given two options: to exit irrigation and accept
$172 200 or to accept a payment of $147 200 and
connect to a landowner domestic and stock pipeline.
That option will not provide them with the water they
need in order to grow their business.
The member for Rodney wrote to the Minister for
Water seeking his assistance. In his response to the
member the minister says:
The connections program requires NVIRP to consult with
16 000 individual landowners. Due to the scale of the
program, it is likely to be 2013 before NVIRP will have
consulted with all landowners about their specific options for
connection to the backbone …

The letter goes on to state:
NVIRP stands by the statement that ‘no-one who wanted
irrigation water would be denied it’ …

I have also had a letter from a Tatura resident who
owns a small block with 7 megalitres of water right.
NVIRP has told them that they can only have
2 megalitres of water. This is not enough water for their

Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — On the last sitting day
before the election it gives me great pleasure to raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is for him to keep my
community informed and updated about the progress of
the South Morang rail extension.
This week I was absolutely delighted to join the
minister, my colleague the Minister for Community
Development and a member for Northern Metropolitan
Region in the other place at the sod turning of this
fantastic project, which is a comprehensive project to
extend the rail line from Epping to South Morang. I am
really proud to say that it is the first rail line extension
done in metropolitan Melbourne since the construction
of the Glen Waverley line in the 1930s. I am proud to
be part of the government that is doing that.
As part of the project there will be 3 new stations;
8 new rail, road and pedestrian bridges; 3 road grade
separations; 16 000 metres of single track;
10 000 sleepers; 50 gantry and signal structures;
57 metres of power and data cabling; 80 000 tonnes of
ballast; and 80 000 cubic metres of clay fill — the list
goes on. This is a fantastic project, and the minister was
able to announce to my community that it will be
finished nine months earlier than the community
expected. Passengers will be able to take the train from
South Morang at the end of 2012.
However, I am extremely concerned that all of this
could be put at risk. In the 850 days since we released
the Victorian transport plan those opposite have not
issued their own plan or said to the community what
they will do. All they have said is that they will tear up
Labor’s $38 billion transport plan, which could send the
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wrecking ball through this project. It could stop it stone
dead. I am very concerned about that.
In the 850 days that the opposition has had to issue its
transport plan, in the Yan Yean electorate we have
taken 671 new weekly bus trips, and a SmartBus was
rolled out two weeks ago. The Doncaster Area Rapid
Transit SmartBus will serve my North Warrandyte
community. There is $50 million being spent on
stabling at Eltham, which will mean more trains on the
Hurstbridge line. All of that will be put in jeopardy if in
six weeks time those opposite are on the government
benches. For the sake of my community I hope they are
not, because I support the South Morang rail extension.

Public transport: Mornington Peninsula
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — Speaker, I wish to
add my congratulations to you on the manner in which
you have exercised your stewardship of this house
during the 56th Parliament.
The Mornington electorate is a public transport black
hole. The town centres have a basic minimum-standard
service, but there are large swathes of the electorate that
are far away from the nearest bus stop. I have raised the
issue previously in this chamber. The response was
courteous but lacking in substance. The matter I raise
tonight is for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport, and the action I seek is that the minister
reconsider the 2009 Frankston and Mornington
Peninsula bus service review with a view to achieving
access to public transport for the many homes in the
Mornington electorate beyond the government’s
benchmark of 400 metres distance from a bus stop.
The Frankston and Mornington Peninsula bus service
review considered, as the name indicates, a very wide
area. It made many recommendations, and there were
some good ones amongst them. In particular, in terms
of my electorate, it addressed the deficiencies in
routes 773, 781, 784 and 785; at present route 773 does
not enter the Mornington electorate but it is planned
that it will under the recommendations of the review.
The number of dwellings in the catchment within
400 metres of a bus stop across the total area was
identified. For some reason the percentage was
identified across the region, but it did not include
specific reference to particular routes. Given that it
covered Frankston, a very much denser dwelling
pattern than exists in the Mornington electorate, that
obviously would have boosted the figures substantially.
In the Mornington electorate and particularly those four
bus routes that I have identified, there is no way of
telling from the review exactly how far away from bus
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stops the houses are. In any case a recent analysis by
BusVic found that on average only one in five of the
recommended route changes was expected to be
implemented, and that is right across the service area.
Locally, in terms of the Mornington electorate, it was
expected that only a quarter of the span frequency and
routing recommendations in the review were likely to
occur. I urge the Minister for Public Transport to revisit
the review and do something to improve the proximity
to bus stops for residents of the Mornington electorate

Schools: Seymour
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Education, and the
action I seek is that the minister provide further funding
to Seymour College as part of the Seymour schools
regeneration project. Further funding would enable the
schools to develop the facilities that are planned now
and allow the schools to move onto one campus. That
will allow the schools to benefit from the new facilities
that are already under way, including those being
developed with Building the Education Revolution
funding from the federal government.
The Seymour schools regeneration project is an
initiative of the local schools that saw regeneration as
an opportunity to improve the educational opportunities
for young people of the Seymour area, but also,
importantly, to improve the facilities in which that takes
place. I am very proud of the work that we have been
doing to renew schools right across the Seymour
electorate. Facilities have been improving, but
unfortunately there is always still more to be done, and
I am sure there always will be with so many schools.
The development of Seymour College includes the
former Seymour East Primary School, Seymour
Primary School, Seymour Technical High School and
Seymour Special School. This has relied on incredible
dedication and at times selflessness by principals,
parents and staff to bring the project to fruition. The
project is part of a major change for our school
community, and it would be fitting if the hard work by
the school community were rewarded with funding to
ensure that further works can continue to take place in
the future. That would provide the local community
with a sense of confidence that the hard work they have
put in is rewarded and things are happening. I urge the
Minister for Education to look favourably on providing
further funds for this project.
Since being elected in 1999 the Bracks and Brumby
governments have renewed and improved in Seymour
the police station, the ambulance station, the Country
Fire Authority station, the aged-care facilities, the train
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station and all the services that surround those
organisations. Now it is time that we do something for
education facilities in the Seymour area so that we
continue to improve our services and opportunities for
the people of Seymour and most importantly our young
people in Seymour who deserve to have facilities where
they can receive a great education.
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This assault on our jetty is just the latest in a long line
of attacks on our community by the Brumby
government. These betrayals have included the broken
promise not to allow a bitumen plant to be built at Crib
Point, the gifting of the port of Hastings and its
associated jobs to the port of Melbourne and the
attempt to close our police station at night, just to
mention a few

Hastings: jetty redevelopment
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Premier, and the action I seek is
for the Premier to immediately put a stop to his
government’s disgraceful plan to destroy a significant
part of the historic Hastings jetty. Just weeks after
putting bulldozers through heritage-listed and historic
Westerfield this government now plans to put the
wrecking ball through another precious community
asset. The government’s plan is to demolish the entire
right-hand arm of the jetty and replace it with a flat
floating slab of concrete. Not only will this destroy the
original character of the Hastings jetty, it will also
create accessibility issues for users, including senior
citizens and the disabled.
My community is not against a pontoon being installed,
but any pontoon must be in addition to the jetty, not
replacing a large part of it. On Sunday, 3 October, I was
joined by more than 100 local residents and users of the
Hastings jetty in a rally against the Brumby
government’s destructive plan. Those in attendance at
the rally on Sunday made it clear that the Brumby
government’s plan is not what the community wants or
deserves. The gathering called on the government to
immediately put its disgraceful plan on hold, to
undertake proper consultation and put in place a plan
that properly reflects the precious nature of this iconic
structure. More than 200 people have signed a petition
calling for the state government to stop its plan to
demolish part of a structure that has become a very
special part of Hastings culture.
Millions of dollars have been spent on refurbishing or
rebuilding jetties in other communities, including a
recent increase in the original $2 million initial cost of
the Mornington pier to more than $3.3 million. The
increased cost includes the addition of timber fascias in
an attempt to preserve the integrity and historic nature
of the Mornington jetty. This increase alone is more
than double the entire amount the government plans to
spend on the Hastings jetty. It has spent $3.5 million on
the Frankston pier, $1.45 million on the Rosebud pier
and more than $2 million on the Flinders pier, yet the
Brumby government intends to take the cheap option
by replacing a large part of the Hastings jetty with a
floating flat slab of concrete.

A member of my community recently contacted the
state government to plead that the planned destruction
of the jetty not go ahead and was told that Western Port
is an industrial zone and she should just get used to it.
My community’s message to the Brumby government
is that Western Port is not an industrial zone and we
will not accept being treated as one. Neither will we
continue to accept being short-changed on services and
infrastructure. Over its 144-year history the Hastings
jetty has become a very special part of my community’s
culture and we will fight to defend it. I call on the
Premier to get rid of his government’s misguided plan
and ensure that the Hastings jetty refurbishment is in
keeping with its iconic and historic status and the
wishes of the Hastings electorate.

Tertiary education and training: Latin
American students
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — My matter is for
the attention of the Minister for Industry and Trade. I
ask the minister, in conjunction with the Premier, to
launch a Victoria-Latin America strategy action plan
that I am confident would benefit all parties. I
particularly encourage the minister to take this action
and ask that the emphasis be put on all areas of
collaboration in the field of education. I know that this
strategy will be welcomed by all ambassadors of that
continent and by the Council on Australia Latin
America Relations and the Australia-Latin America
Business Council. The strategy should include the Latin
American markets that are best suited to Victoria’s
education system. It should identify opportunities in the
region; it should define barriers, constraints and
challenges; and it should articulate the role of the state
government within the strategy and make
recommendations regarding the marketing channels and
communications mix.
In Latin America there are 17.8 million students
enrolled in tertiary education — a tenfold increase since
1970. In other words, student numbers have doubled
every 10 years, according to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation. Since
2000 enrolment numbers for Latin American students
enrolled in universities have increased at an average of
about 8 per cent per annum.
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Globalisation is playing a pivotal role in the rapid
growth of higher education systems worldwide.
According to a World Bank study, governments,
regional and international organisations and universities
are placing greater priority on the international
dimension of higher education. It is within this context
that it can be said that Latin America is embracing
internationalisation of education at a rapid pace, and
Victoria should be there.
A key dimension of internationalisation of education
has been student mobility. Globally there were
2.8 million students who studied abroad. Latin
American students represented 5 per cent of that
internationally mobile group of students. While Latin
America at this point is low in terms of its outbound
mobility rate, I believe there will be great opportunities
into the future. The preferred destinations for Latin
American students have been other countries — the
US, Spain, Europe and other nations. However, I am
strongly of the view that there are great opportunities
for Victoria and indeed for this country.
Mr Angel Calderon, Dr Esposito of Swinburne
University and Dr Del Rio have identified that several
of the Latin American countries are prime source
countries for growth in international student mobility to
the year 2020. The attraction for Latin American
students and the market are the cultural and identity
aspects that make this region appealing to global
players in international education. It is within this
context that education is a key vehicle to foster further
relations between Latin America and Victoria. The
same players have identified extraordinary
opportunities in all of those countries, but not
exclusively in education. Of course there are also
opportunities in primary industry, an important sector,
and in the services industry and major projects, to name
just a few.
I repeat my request to the minister to commit to and
launch a good strategy that I believe will deliver the
desired result to Victoria in the same way as strategies
for attracting students from China and India have
delivered.

Croydon Memorial Pool: funding
Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — I wish to raise a matter
of importance for the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Youth Affairs. The action I seek is for the minister to
reconsider funding for a pool cover and better fencing
for the Croydon Memorial Pool. The Croydon
Memorial Pool has seen a number of improvements
over the past few years, including the installation of
new liners in all three pools, shade structures and a
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water filtration system. The Maroondah City Council
would like to install a pool blanket for the outdoor
50-metre pool and a more secure fence around the site.
I am told the installation of a pool blanket would result
in a saving of $12 000 in energy and some 900 000
litres of water per season, a reduction in greenhouse gas
emission and reduced pre-season maintenance. The
combined cost of the pool blanket and fences is
$200 000, and of that funding $55 000 was sought from
the drought relief for community sport and recreation
program.
I raised this matter by way of a member’s statement in
this house on 3 June 2009. In response, Mr Brian Tee,
an Eastern Metropolitan Region Labor MP in the upper
house, awoke from his slumber and started beating his
chest about how his government would fund these
improvements. In a media release issued by Mr Tee on
30 June 2009 he waffled on and boasted about how he
could fund these improvements from the Aquatic
Access/Better Pools program, which offered up to
$2.5 million for the construction of aquatic leisure
facilities, including new security fencing. I remind the
minister that the Maroondah City Council only
requested $55 000 for this project.
Blowing his own trumpet, Mr Tee also stated that
Maroondah could apply for a new pool blanket through
the drought relief for community sport and recreation
program. At the time Mr Tee stated, ‘If you want
funding, you have to ask for it. I would encourage the
Maroondah council to apply for funding. I will work
with the community to improve facilities at the pool’.
What a load of drivel. Sadly Mr Tee has failed to
support the local community of Croydon, as the
application for $55 000 for the pool blanket was refused
by the Brumby Labor government — all talk and no
action.
The installation of thermal pool blankets to each of the
three water bodies at Croydon Memorial Pool would
achieve substantial water and energy efficiencies and
assist in maintaining a warm and welcoming pool
environment for the community.
The Croydon Memorial Pool is a 50-metre outdoor
seasonal pool. The facility hosts over 40 000 visits per
season and provides a community hub for activities
such as recreational swimming, school learn-to-swim
programs, school swimming carnivals, aquatic fitness
activities and family leisure. It is disappointing that the
Brumby Labor government raised hope and
expectations only to fail to deliver.
The Brumby government has let the people of Croydon
down, and the Premier should apologise to the
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community of Croydon for Mr Tee’s failure to support
this funding application. I urge the minister to
immediately reconsider funding for a pool cover for the
Croydon Memorial Pool.

South-West Coast. I think the member who actually
made that erudite response was me, not the member for
South-West Coast. Perhaps, Speaker, you could have
that amended.

East Reservoir: children’s centre

Likewise, just before question time yesterday you
acknowledged the presence in the gallery of Bill
Forwood, David Cunningham and Jean McLean,
former members of Parliament. There was an
interjection: someone yelled out ‘Senior citizens
week!’. It is recorded as having been made by
Mr Wynne, the Minister for Housing. My recollection
is that it was in fact Mr Wynne!

Mr SCOTT (Preston) — The matter I raise is for
the attention of the Minister for Children and Early
Childhood Development. The action I seek is that the
minister support funding for services for children in
East Reservoir, specifically an integrated children’s
centre, to be funded out of the Children’s Capital
program.

Mr Wynne — On the point of order, Speaker — —
East Reservoir is an area of particular interest to this
government, and I note that the Minister for Housing is
in the house. There are particular areas of social
disadvantage which are being addressed through the
neighbourhood renewal program. There have also been
wonderful programs rolled out by this government
through the local community health centre, which is
located in East Reservoir. There has been wonderful
work, particularly in the prevention and management of
chronic disease and integrating with the health system
persons who have chronic disease and who are in a
socially disadvantaged position.
The area of children’s services could do with the sorts
of services that have been provided in the areas of
housing, training, employment and health services,
where this government has shown a commitment to
disadvantaged residents of East Reservoir. I believe that
commitment should be extended to the provision of an
integrated children’s centre to serve that community.
I will keep my comments brief, as I am the last speaker
on the last sitting day of this Parliament. The residents
of East Reservoir have been well served by this
government, but there is a need to improve children’s
services that I believe can be met, and I ask the minister
to take action on funding in this area.
Mr McIntosh — On a point of order, Speaker, just
before the minister responds, I draw the Speaker’s
attention to the Daily Hansard proof. Yesterday there
were amendments put in relation to amendments to the
Transport Accident and Accident Compensation
Legislation Amendment Bill. There was a message
from the Council with a series of amendments.
The Minister for Mental Health moved that those
amendments be agreed to, and there was a response by
the opposition which, I might add, was a very erudite
contribution — succinct, but very erudite. It is
identified as having been made by the member for

The SPEAKER — Order! I have heard enough on
the point of order. I have already corrected the Daily
Hansard in relation to the interjection, which was such
an excellent interjection that I remember quite
specifically that it was made by the member for
South-West Coast. I am not sure whether I was in the
chair at the time of the magnificent contribution by the
member for Kew — —
Mr McIntosh — Erudite!
The SPEAKER — Yes, erudite. However, if he
would like to pass me the Hansard proof, I would be
happy to alter it and ask Hansard to officially record the
changes.

Responses
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Housing) — Thank you,
Speaker, and I appreciate your ruling in relation to the
correction of the Hansard proof of the outrageous
interjection by the member for South-West Coast and
the fact that the record will be subsequently amended to
accurately record that the interjection was made not by
my good self but by the member for South-West Coast
during question time yesterday. Finally, I will respond
to the adjournment matters raised on the last day of
sitting of this Parliament.
The member for South-West Coast raised a matter for
the Minister for Environment and Climate Change
asking the minister to meet with the Nelson public
reserve committee of management about matters
pertaining to the Kywong Caravan Park, fire
requirements and various other issues. I will make sure
the minister is aware of that.
The member for Forest Hill raised a matter for the
Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development seeking Children’s Capital program
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funding for kindergartens within her electorate. I will
make sure the minister is aware of that.

community — one of our great neighbourhood renewal
areas. I will make sure the minister is aware of that.

The member for Shepparton raised a matter for the
Minister for Water in relation to water allocations for
the northern Victorian irrigation network, and I will
make sure her representations are brought to the
attention of the minister.

Finally, with your indulgence, Speaker, I want to say
thank you to you for the excellent leadership you have
shown us as the Speaker of our house; to the clerks,
who do a fantastic job; and to the Serjeant-at-Arms and
all of the staff who do a wonderful job. I know my
opposition colleague here the member for Kew may
want to say a few words here as well.

The member for Yan Yean, being such a fantastic
advocate for the South Morang rail extension, raised a
matter for the Minister for Public Transport seeking an
assurance from him that her community will be kept
informed of the progress of this very important
infrastructure project. I will make sure the minister is
aware of that request.
The member for Mornington raised a matter for the
Minister for Public Transport seeking further
consideration of the Frankston-Mornington Peninsula
bus review and further review of service provision for
that part of his electorate. I will make sure the minister
is aware of that request.
The member for Seymour raised a matter for the
Minister for Education seeking further financial support
for the excellent Seymour College in his electorate, and
I will make sure the minister is aware of that matter.
The member for Hastings raised a matter for the
Premier seeking his intervention in the redevelopment
of the Hastings jetty along with further consultation on
that matter. I will make sure the Premier is made aware
of that.
The member for Derrimut has raised a very important
issue with the Minister for Industry and Trade seeking
the development of a Victorian-Latin American
strategy. As members of the house would know very
well, many people from Latin America have made this
state their home. The member for Derrimut sees there
are particularly good opportunities in relation to
educational pursuits for students to come and study
here in Victoria, and I will make sure the minister is
aware of that.
The member for Kilsyth raised a matter for the Minister
for Sport, Recreation and Youth Affairs seeking
funding support for a pool cover and fencing at the
Croydon Memorial Pool, and I will make sure the
minister is aware of that request.
The member for Preston raised a matter for the Minister
for Children and Early Childhood Development
seeking further funding support for an integrated
children’s centre and hub in the East Reservoir

Speaker, we thank you sincerely for all of the support
you have provided to us through this parliamentary
session. The adjournment debate on a Thursday is
always a pleasure to be involved in, and I look forward
to doing it again in the future.
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) (By leave) — Speaker, I
thank the Minister for Housing for leave to make these
remarks. I echo what he has just indicated and thank all
the clerks, you and the Serjeant-at-Arms — Serjeant
Sargent! I also thank you from a personal point of view,
Speaker, for showing immense restraint during the last
four years and for resisting the temptation, by the
smallest amount, to throw me from the house on a
couple of occasions — only a couple. Thank you very
much, Speaker, for your leadership during these four
years.
House adjourned 7.39 p.m.
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