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Tuesday, 18 August 2020
The PRESIDENT (Hon. N Elasmar) took the chair at 12.05 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (12:06): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament.
Condolences
BEIRUT EXPLOSION
WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
The PRESIDENT (12:06): On 4 August a devastating and heartbreaking explosion occurred in
Lebanon’s port of Beirut, taking so many lives and causing so much destruction. It is a time of great
sadness for the people of Lebanon and for the many people around the world who have come from or
who have links to Lebanon, including the Lebanese community here in Victoria. We offer our
condolences to the Consul General of Lebanon in Victoria, Dr Ziad Itani, and to the families who lost
loved ones. We also offer our thoughts to those who were injured, our sympathies to the people of
Lebanon and our support for the Lebanese community of Victoria in their time of grief.
Last Saturday, 15 August, marked the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. In
acknowledging this significant anniversary, let us pay our respects to all who served our nation during
the war and let us pay tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice. We will remember them. Lest
we forget.
As a mark of respect I ask members to rise in their places for 1 minute’s silence.
Members stood in their places.
Announcements
COVID-19
The PRESIDENT (12:09): Members, I would like to remind you that the special arrangements for
the operation of the chamber that we have had in place for several sitting weeks that allow members
and staff to observe social distancing will continue to operate.
I remind members that it is mandatory to wear masks and a member should only remove a mask when
they have the call to speak. I also remind members that the two doors at the front of the chamber
behind me are the entry point into the chamber. The doors at the back of the chamber will be the exit.
Please remember to limit the number of people in the chamber at any given time.
Divisions will continue to operate under the temporary orders agreed to by the house on 23 April 2020.
Therefore members will be asked to stand in their place during a division. As it has been doing in
previous weeks, the table office will email as many documents to members as possible.
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Members
MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
MINISTER FOR TRAINING AND SKILLS
Absence
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:10): I advise the
chamber that, as a result of the chief health officer’s advice, the following ministers are not in
Parliament today: Minister Symes, Minister Pulford and Minister Tierney. I advise that the same
ministerial arrangements are in place as those advised to the chamber on 4 August 2020.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (12:11): I move, by leave:
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to allow the following temporary
arrangements to come into effect immediately:
1.

Discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum
To assist with social distancing, the House gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to
form a quorum during the course of the sitting day under Standing Order 4.03(2), provided the
Chair is confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary precinct.

2.

Formal pairing arrangement
(1) Four Government Members and four Opposition Members will be formally paired and must
not participate in a division.
(2) A Government representative and an Opposition representative must advise the Clerk at the
Table of names of Members being paired while the division bells are ringing.
(3) A paired Member will not be included in the final vote.
(4) Members names will be listed in the Minutes of the Proceedings for each division as having
been paired.

I just want to put on the record, similar to the last sitting week, my appreciation for the cooperation of
the chamber in pairing members of both the government and the opposition. I am sure it goes for all
regional MLCs, but I can say that the regional MLCs on the government side actually really want to
be in Parliament. The ministers particularly want to be able to progress their legislative agenda. They
are very keen to do that.
I just say that we all have to follow the best advice during this global pandemic, but it does concern
me, and it concerns the regional members that I have spoken to, that this chamber should be
representative of the whole state of Victoria. I would be concerned if this is a mode of meeting that we
continue to have without the whole state of Victoria being represented.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:14): I just want to make a few
very short comments to note that these are essentially the same orders that were agreed to on the last
siting day. They are supported pretty much across the chamber.
We obviously are very focused on the return of Parliament, and we will say something more about
audiovisual opportunities shortly. The week beginning 31 August and moving into the first part of
September is the next sitting week. The minister or others on the government side may wish to give
an assurance that that is their intention. President, you of course have some latitude or discretion, but
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I appreciate you indicating that we will otherwise be sitting in that week and we will be doing work to
make sure that that is of course safe.
We are obviously interested to see a safe sitting of the chamber, and the opposition and the crossbench
have been extremely cooperative with the government and the officials in the chamber, the clerks and
you, President, to make sure that the chamber is a safe sitting chamber, but I do want to put on record
our view that Parliament ought to be sitting. At a time when governments are exercising enormous
power, enormous authority, it is critical that there is commensurate scrutiny and accountability of
governments, and that is what we have sought to do—to make sure that that accountability and scrutiny
is there. We have been very clear that we are not seeking to take any tactical advantage in the sense of
members who may not be here and we have not sought to in a sense abuse that position, but we have
been very clear that the chamber should sit. It must sit. It has a significant role.
The chief health officer’s advice is in our view problematic on a number of levels. First of all, there
are very clearly many people moving around the state in a way that at first glance you would think the
CHO’s advice would prevent. So those tradespeople, those in the transport industry—and I could go
on with a long list—are moving around across the two regions, the stage 4 and the stage 3 regions of
the state, regularly and crossing that line and returning without the indication of a quarantine period
that the CHO is suggesting for members. In that circumstance we think that this has been applied
wholly incorrectly by the chief health officer. It is important to note too that there are significant legal
issues with preventing MPs from attending Parliament and achieving the task of representing their
electorates, the people that they represent. The whole Bill of Rights, and article 9, is very clear about
the impeding of MPs and the need to allow Parliament to operate in a way that is fair and to allow it
to do its deliberations without restriction and without improper pressure on it.
I do note—it will not surprise anyone, as both Ms Crozier and I have been very clear—that there will
be questions about the performance of the public health unit. In that circumstance the chief health
officer has been asked to rule on whether a sitting should occur, at which questions would be asked
directly about his performance and the performance of his unit. So I think it is important to put that on
the record but note that any sensible health advice, any sensible medical advice, is something that the
chamber is willing to heed and willing to pay sensible cognisance to.
I should make a point too that being consistent is I think important, and I also make the point that it is
important that the chambers are able to chart their own course. That is what the independence of the
bicameral system and the chambers within a bicameral system is all about, and certainly I have
appreciated the fact that there has been some collaboration in this process across the chamber. There
are some differences of view, and that is legitimate, but we firmly believe that scrutiny of the
government, accountability, is critical at a time when huge issues are arising and the implementation
of enormous powers by the government is occurring.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:19): I do appreciate the conversations that the
crossbench and the opposition have had with the government this week around sitting today, and I
would like to just make mention that obviously the crossbench does not pair with the government—it
is only the opposition—and it would be great if one day the government would actually pair with the
crossbench. But I also heed the notion that we do not have regional representatives here today. I would
also like to note that we have Mr Bourman, Ms Shing and Mr Quilty here today, who all represent
regional Victoria, but I do understand that there are not any regional Vic members here today who are
representing Western Victoria.
I would like to also mention that it is advice. It is not a direction. It is not an order. But in saying that,
I do hope that we have a solution and a solution very soon, technological or otherwise, so that we can
have all members feeling that they can participate and vote. I would hope that that solution comes very
quickly. I feel that we have had weeks now of knowing that we are in a pandemic, if not months, and
we have not sat. It is important that we sit and represent our regions, especially me in Western Metro,
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which has the most cases in Victoria. I feel the urgency to have Parliament sitting regularly so that my
community’s voice is being heard.
I would also like to note that all of us here have friends and family who live in regional Victoria. My
nephew had a heart attack only a week ago and is in Ballarat in hospital, and I would like to be able to
have the opportunity once restrictions are lifted to be able to visit my nephew.
I understand that as a member of Parliament I represent the whole of Victoria. I have to think about
the whole of Victoria as well as all of the members in regional Victoria and the constituents in regional
Victoria. So when I make my decisions I am thinking about regional members, families and friends
and otherwise, and councillor colleagues that I have had over the many years that I know and care
about across the whole region—people who I have represented on waste management boards and
otherwise and people I know from when I ran as the Municipal Association of Victoria president when
I went all over regional Victoria. To think that I do not understand whole-of-Victoria problems and
am not able to make decisions on them—I feel that I do.
But I want to note that we do have regional members here today, and thankfully one of those regional
members has given me an opportunity to ask a question because they are absent. I do understand that
the five Western Victoria regional members are not here today, and I know they would love the
opportunity, by way of technology or otherwise, to be here.
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (12:23): I will be brief. We came down here last sitting week
and passed almost identical temporary orders, and here we are again—groundhog day—a truncated
Parliament sitting and nothing in place to make things different next time we sit after another week of
the crossbench being left in the dark about the government’s intentions. It is unclear to me if it is
contempt or incompetence, but most probably both. It does not fill me with confidence that these are
the people seizing the emergency powers to turn Victoria into a locked-down police state.
Let me put it on record: I believe this government and the other Australian governments have got their
coronavirus response wrong. Back in March when the world was panicking we were told we were
going to flatten the curve for a few weeks to allow time to ramp up hospital emergency capacity.
Somewhere along the way, without proper scrutiny, that morphed into an elimination strategy, which
I would have said was the highest cost strategy. But this government has shown that there is something
worse: a failed elimination strategy—all the costs without the benefits, and all this done under
extraordinary emergency powers with no scrutiny. We know why you do not want scrutiny—because
you do not want people to stand up and point out your mistakes. I will repeat what I said last week:
this is my job to represent the people of Northern Victoria in this place and to scrutinise the
government. It is not the job of the chief health officer to tell us not to come, and the government
should not be telling us not to sit. We are here to hold you to account.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (12:24): Can I thank everyone supporting this motion and once
again acknowledge the cooperation of the chamber, particularly the groups that have agreed on the
pairs. As far as Mr Quilty’s contribution goes, a couple of things. Mr Quilty, if you are going to do
irony or comedy, you need to work on your act. You have got to put in pauses. You have got to actually
put on a different type of voice to indicate ‘I’m being ironic’, because none of us know. And in terms
of the notion that this is some scam, that this virus is some scam on society, I think you externalising
that reflects on you much more than it does on anyone else. And as far as you representing your region
goes, I cannot remember once that you have come in here with a positive suggestion or talked
positively about your region. So we will take anything you say with not even a grain of salt because
this is your modus operandi, and your contribution to this house would probably be one of the worst
contributions that I have seen anyone put in.
Motion agreed to.
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Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (12:26): I move, by leave:
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to allow the following temporary
arrangements to come into effect immediately and remain in place until the day the house next sits:
1.

Order of Business
The Order of Business today will be—
Questions
Answers to Questions on Notice
Constituency Questions (up to 45 questions)
Formal Business
Members’ Statements (up to 45 statements, by incorporation only)
Government Business
At 3.00 p.m. Adjournment (up to 60 adjournment matters).

2.

Business to be incorporated only in Hansard
(1) Members shall submit members’ statements by providing them electronically to the Clerk (by
email to council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the adjournment of the House.
(2) The Clerk may only accept a total of 45 Members’ Statements. One Member may not submit
more than three statements.
(3) The House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred.
(4) All incorporated material to be published in Hansard is subject to the Hansard editorial
policy.
(5) If any submitted incorporated material contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply
with the rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended
before it is published.

3.

Business that may be incorporated in Hansard
(1) If a Member wishes to incorporate:
(a) constituency questions; and/or
(b) adjournment debate matters—
they may provide them electronically to the Clerk
council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the adjournment of the House.

(by

email

to

(2) The Clerk may only accept a total of 45 constituency questions either delivered in the House
or submitted for incorporation. One Member may not ask more than three questions.
(3) The Clerk may only accept 60 adjournment debate matters either delivered in the House or
submitted for incorporation. One Member may not ask more than three adjournment matters.
(4) The House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred and after any matters (if any)
that have been given in the House.
(5) All incorporated material to be published in Hansard is subject to the Hansard editorial
policy.
(6) If any submitted incorporated material contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply
with the rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended
before it is published.
4.

Members may incorporate their speeches for bills
(1) If a Member wishes to incorporate their speech for the debate of the second reading of any
bills debated they must electronically provide their speech to the Clerk (by email to
council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the time the House adjourns on the day the bill was
debated.
(2) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard after all second reading speeches made
in the House (if any) for each Bill and before the Minister’s reply (if any).
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(3) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate,
the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.
5.

Next sitting of the House
(1) The Council, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday, 1 September 2020, at a time to be
determined by the President, or an earlier or later day and hour to be fixed by the President in
the week commencing Monday, 31 August 2020.
(2) If, in the opinion of the President, the next scheduled sitting or a rescheduled sitting should
not proceed on the basis of health advice from the Chief Health Officer the President will
consult with the Leader of the Government in the Council, the Leader of the Opposition in
the Council, and Members representing the crossbench and independent parties, to delay the
next meeting and set a future day and hour to meet.
(3) The President shall make available the advice from the Chief Health Officer to all Members.
(4) The President will notify members of any changes to the next sitting date.

6.

Acting Presidents
(1) In the event that the President and Deputy President are absent from duty during the sitting of
the House (for whatever reason), Acting Presidents may perform the duties and exercise the
authority of the President while presiding over proceedings of the Council.
(2) During an adjournment of the Council, if both the President and Deputy President are absent
from duty (for whatever reason), the President or Deputy President may, in writing to the
Clerk, nominate an Acting President to perform all duties and exercise the authority of the
President during this absence.

7.

Questions on notice and Answers to questions on notice
Standing Orders 8.01(2), 8.09 and 8.12 are suspended and the following will apply:
(1) A Member may lodge a written question on notice by providing it electronically to the Table
Office.
(2) A question on notice lodged with the Table Office must be provided in a manner that clearly
identifies the Member asking the question.
(3) Questions on notice may be asked on non-sitting days.
(4) Questions on notice lodged on a day when the House is not sitting will be published on the
Council’s website on the next business day after they are lodged and will be included in the
next Notice Paper published.
(5) A question on notice will be considered as asked on the date it is published on the Council’s
website and a response is due within 30 days.
(6) When an answer to a question on notice is provided in writing or electronically to the Table
Office it will be given to the Member who asked the question and will be published.
(7) After questions without notice have concluded a Minister will advise the Council the numbers
of the questions on notice to which answers have been provided since the last sitting day.

These are very similar temporary orders to those that were agreed to in the last sitting week. I think I
will give more of a contribution in my summing up than I will talking on this motion, but I will just
say from the outset that the government—along with, I am sure, all the chamber—really wishes we
were not in the grips of a worldwide global pandemic, but we are and we need to adjust. And I will
say that the government does want to sit. There is a legislative agenda that we want to get through. All
our members want to be in the Parliament to acquit that, so I just think that anyone that doubts that
would be wrong.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:28): I have made my points
about the two chunks of temporary orders that have been put forward by the government today. We
will support them in this circumstance. There has been negotiation. As I indicated, we are very alive
to the issues around the next sitting week. Certainly in discussions with the Leader of the Government
and indeed you and others, President, there is an understanding that the chamber will sit in that week
and that there will be discussions before that time on a number of matters. I will have more to say on
the subsequent motion that is to be debated but not put to a vote.
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Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:28): I do think it is disappointing that we are here with
the same temporary orders. I was hopeful at the last sitting that we would have been able to progress
adequate ways for us to meet in a more fulsome way. I am pleased and I have no reason to doubt that
the government does want to sit and that the government does want to progress its legislative agenda.
In fact we have nine bills sitting on our notice paper today. But I do express some frustration that we
are not moving more quickly on this. This has been a situation that we have been aware of since March,
and I do think that we could have moved further on this. Other jurisdictions have done that. I think it
is incredibly important that parliaments do sit at this time. Not that I have to remind the people in this
chamber, but for those who might be listening: the Parliament is not the government; the Parliament
is here as oversight. It is why the Parliament was established, and it is why it is so important in these
times.
I would like to reiterate Mr Davis’s comments about the advice that we have received from the chief
health officer, and while I have a great deal of respect for Professor Sutton, I do note that yesterday
there was an expanded list of permitted workers put onto the Department of Health and Human
Services website. When you go to the question ‘Can I travel from areas which are in stage 3 to areas
that are in stage 4 and return?’, the advice is very different to the advice that regional MPs in this
chamber received. It speaks about carpooling. It speaks about practising good hygiene and social
distancing in their workplaces. It talks about being careful of their families and looking after them. It
does not say, ‘You must self-isolate for 14 days away from your family if you return to your home’.
So I think the contradictions in those two pieces of advice are troubling, but I am hopeful from the
conversations that we have had with the clerks and from the conversations with the Presiding Officers,
with the government and with the opposition and the crossbench that we will be able to meet fulsomely
in September and that we will have a full contingent of representation, albeit maybe not in this
chamber—maybe remotely, as all of us are becoming so adept at. But I guess I would urge all of us to
work together so that this is the last time that we debate these temporary orders.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:32): In rising to speak about these temporary orders
I would like to acknowledge the conversations that we have had with the Leader of the Government
as well as the President and thank them for the changes that have been made. I am still concerned,
Mr Leane, that some of the conversations that we had yesterday—I was of the impression that you
would stand and read into Hansard fulsomely the intention of the government. Because you have
made such a small contribution at the start of your temporary orders I am unsure where I am going to
stand and I am looking forward to your closing remarks, because some of the things that were
discussed with the government yesterday were things around making sure that we had a date.
What concerned me yesterday in having these conversations with the government and the opposition
and the crossbench, who were there, were things around the working group that will be set up. Even
though we were sitting in that meeting there were tweets already out there, and it really disturbed me
to feel that we were having a conversation about that—that there was not a decision really made but it
seemed that the government had made a decision and that we were just being informed. So that was
not a true conversation around what could possibly be occurring in the way of having a working group
so that we are comfortable in the way of how we are going to be sitting next.
It really did disturb me to feel that I was sitting in a meeting feeling that I was being heard and that no
decision was being made but to see in the public and in the media that this working group had already
been done and had already been out there to the public before I had even really had that conversation,
even though within that meeting I agreed around these temporary orders. But what I agreed upon was
to have a firm date of meeting and to have a very clear understanding that when we decide to meet in
a manner that is safe and that has been worked out, we will be making sure that the business we have
not done so far is going to be caught up and that we will be sitting on those Fridays. What the clerks
had been working on in the way of stage 3 and previously was that the Assembly and the Council
would probably try not to cross paths but that the Assembly would sit in the morning and possibly the
Council would sit in the afternoon.
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I was hoping that we would actually have a clearer understanding that if we are going to have these
clean days, alternative weeks, there is a firm commitment by the government that the Fridays and all
of the non-government-business days that we have missed will be there. Mr Leane, I would hope that
in your closing remarks you give me that certainty that I had felt last night in the meetings that we had
with the Leader of the House and you might even, to some extent, explain a little bit more around what
this working group will be doing and having clear time frames and a clear direction and when it is
going to conclude. I do not want to continue in these temporary arrangements. I want some certainty,
my community wants that certainty, about when we are sitting. I do not want to leave it in the hands
of an itty-bitty committee, which is a working group or a task force or whatever you would like to
name it. It keeps getting bandied about, 1 September. I wish to know if the Council is sitting in that
week—if the Assembly and the Council are sitting—and I would hope that if we are still in these
restrictions we are sticking to a curfew.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:37): I had not intended
to speak on this motion, but having heard some of the contributions I feel the need to make some
remarks. Firstly, the reason why we are here and the reason why I am participating in this debate on
this particular motion on this occasion is because the chief health officer’s advice changed from the
last sitting week. In the last sitting week we had very clear advice from the chief health officer where
he advised us, and I quote:
… it would be prudent for you to consider delaying the return of the Victorian Parliament.

That was advice, President, that both you and the Speaker received directly from the chief health
officer and that was circulated to members. That was why in the last sitting week I expressed my
concerns that we were all here, that we were putting the staff at risk—the staff of the Parliament as
well as our own staff—in being present, and I expressed my great dismay that elected members of
Parliament as leaders in their community would seek to defy clear advice from the chief health officer.
They seemed to put a great deal of stock on the fact that it was not a direction but was advice—not
understanding, I guess, the difficulty of a non-elected public servant issuing a legal direction to elected
members of Parliament—but nevertheless sought to defy that advice. That is why I chose in the last
sitting week not to make a contribution to this same debate, because I did not want to be associated
with what was being facilitated here and a position where basically the numbers in this house and
relevance deprivation forced members of Parliament to come here and put many people at risk.
The advice that you, President, sought from the chief health officer—that again, similarly, has been
shared with members—in relation to this sitting week has changed. The advice from the chief health
officer for this sitting week changed from what we had last week, and I quote from the advice that you
received:
Of particular significance to the upcoming sitting, I continue to hold the firm view that Members of
Parliament, their staff and the staff of the Parliament who live outside of metropolitan Melbourne should not
attend the Parliament in person given the unacceptable risk posed by individuals traveling into the
metropolitan area and then back into regional communities.

I make the point of putting this on record because I know that my colleagues Minister Symes, Minister
Pulford and Minister Tierney would very much like to be here, but they are respectful of the chief
health officer’s advice. They care about their regional communities, and they did not want to take the
risk of coming here and taking the virus back to their communities. I applaud them for that, and I
applaud other regional MPs who have listened to this advice and have decided to stay home and
observe the Parliament through the internet. I applaud them for that because I know that they would
very much want to be here and make a contribution in representing their constituents.
I make these points because what we have heard so far in this debate has been very disappointing. I
have heard members again come here, in particular Mr Davis, and attack the chief health officer’s
advice—yet again. We are seeing a Trumpian moment yet again of attacking the health experts, and
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that is incredibly disappointing. I have held my tongue since the start of this year—since the start of
this pandemic—in this chamber time and time again, hoping that we would have some bipartisanship
on these issues, that we would join forces in having a single voice, some unity, around the need for the
community to follow the public health advice. I have been disappointed that that has not been
forthcoming, because the science tells us that our legal restrictions will only work if we have more
than 90 per cent compliance. So it is important now more than ever that we have some unanimity in
our position around these issues and that we are calling on our communities to follow the public health
advice.
And for those members who represent regional communities and have decided to come here
regardless, I am incredibly disappointed. I know that communities in Albury-Wodonga and other
communities have expressed their concerns about members of Parliament being present here and then
travelling back to their communities.
Mr Davis says that the chief health officer needs to be accountable. Well, what I would say—
Members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS: People who live in metropolitan areas under the advice are able to be present.
Okay? That is why I am here. As an MP who lives in metropolitan Melbourne, I have heeded the
advice from the chief health officer, and I am present for that reason.
But the point that Mr Davis was making is that the house needs to sit because the chief health officer
needs to be accountable. Well, he was at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee just last week.
He was at PAEC last week directly answering questions, and I would encourage Mr Davis to show
some degree of appreciation and respect to the people who are working day and night to provide advice
to government and to the community about how we are going to bring these case numbers down.
I find it really rich to get lectured by those opposite, who saw fit to throw out a member of Parliament
for six months—to deprive Mr Jennings of the opportunity to represent his constituents for six whole
months. Those opposite, particularly those on the backbench over there, saw fit to trash a century-old
pairing convention. And let us not add your party’s sorry history, Mr Davis, of gutting the AuditorGeneral, the Ombudsman and many other statutory officers in this Parliament.
Mr Finn: On a point of order, President, this is a very narrow debate. The minister has obviously
found her tongue this week, and that is a welcome move, but she has decided to debate matters that
are nowhere near the motion before the house at the moment, so I would ask you to bring her back to
the matters that she should be addressing.
Ms Shing: In response to the point of order raised by Mr Finn, there have been constant, albeit
muffled, interjections from those opposite which have gone precisely to the matters with which
Ms Mikakos is dealing—in addition to the fact that she has been substantively addressing a number
of the points raised by Mr Davis and Dr Cumming in their respective contributions.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I am not going to uphold your point of order, Mr Finn. Unfortunately I
agree with Ms Harriet Shing. She heard a lot of interjections from my left side.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I have made some remarks because issues have been
raised, both last week and today, around democracy. I think the hypocrisy of those opposite speaks for
itself around these issues. At every opportunity the government, I myself and my office have sought
to make ourselves available to brief members about issues around the pandemic, and that offer
remains. There have been 69 COVID-19 bulletins to all Victorian state MPs since the start of the year.
There were all-MP briefings when we had the opportunity to be able to come together as a larger group
on 4 February, on 3 March and on 17 March. Crossbench briefings were offered on 7 April, on 5 May,
on 19 May and on 23 July. There have been regular briefings for both the Leader of the Opposition as
well as Ms Crozier—and Ms Crozier, I know, contacts my office very, very regularly. There have
been 200 questions without notice that have been asked and answered by me—many to do with the
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pandemic. So there has been every willingness to be accountable and to provide information to
members of Parliament, but I continue to stress that it is important that all of us as community leaders
do support the chief health officer’s advice.
Now, for those watching who have sent me emails and questioned why, like other workplaces, we
cannot have a Zoom meeting, I just want to explain that the constitution requires us to have a quorum
present. There will be a working party, as has been referred to, that will be established, led by the
statutory officers, taking their advice and working with you, President, around the legal impediments
around these issues, because we need to make sure, firstly, that regional MPs are able to participate.
That is important. But also, we need to make sure that there is no doubt, no doubt whatsoever, around
the legal validity of any legislation that may be passed, and that is why we have chosen not to bring
on important legislation. I personally would love to be debating today nurse-to-patient ratio legislation,
including in aged-care homes. We know how important these issues are. It is something we have been
very proud to champion as a government—nurse-to-patient ratios—and we are making further
strength to that legislation, and I hope we have the opportunity to pass that legislation in the next sitting
week. But it is important that we get the advice. This is not about excluding members; this is about
working with the statutory officers to make sure that we have got the advice that is necessary to make
sure we can facilitate these issues.
So, as I said, regional MPs are entitled to participate. We need to make sure that that can be facilitated,
but in the meantime, if we were to have a full sitting week we would be excluding those MPs who live
in regional communities from being able to participate. This is why there will be this truncated, shorter
sitting today.
Can I just say that it is important that people are not misrepresenting what is being discussed in the
meetings that Minister Symes and our whip have been involved in, because I understand that very
different things were said about the Presiding Officers’ position in relation to this rather than it being
construed as being the government’s position.
So, with those words, I support this motion. This will enable us to have this shorter sitting today, to
have a question time and to be able to raise other issues in the chamber, but it is important that we not
pre-empt any further advice that might come from the chief health officer as is set out in these
temporary orders. The process is set out in the temporary orders, and it says that if, in the opinion of
the President, the next scheduled sitting or a rescheduled sitting should not proceed on the basis of
health advice from the chief health officer, the President will then consult with other members.
That is the same process as was undertaken in relation to the lead-up to today, and that is the process
that we are committing to here through these temporary orders again. In terms of any uncertainty that
Dr Cumming raised, it is set out in the temporary orders that the next date of sitting is 1 September, so
there is no doubt there. It is set out in the temporary orders, but it is of course contingent on any advice
that the President may get from the chief health officer.
Can I just say I am pleased that in the last few days we have been seeing case numbers trending down.
That is a very positive, promising sign—the effective reproduction rate is coming down as well—but
we can never predict with any certainty what might come. It is important that the community keeps
following the chief health officer’s advice, and we will continue to see our state in a better position in
terms of those case numbers and therefore the ability for regional Victorians—not just MPs, but
others—to travel to Melbourne safely.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, we have listened at length to the minister’s contribution.
Much of it is relevant, but recently she has strayed into new territory which adds different
understandings to the sitting in the week beginning the 31st. She seems to now be casting doubt on
whether we will sit in that week. It is our understanding, from discussions with the Leader of the
Government and others, that the intention is to sit in that week. If the minister’s intention is to muddy
that commitment, I am becoming very concerned.
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Dr Cumming: On a point of order, President, in regard to what Minister Mikakos was just saying,
the advice was directed to the regional members; it was not directed to the metro members like me.
For Ms Mikakos to make me feel that somehow I am doing something wrong by being here—the
advice was not directed to me. Respectfully the standing orders actually say there has to be a quorum,
and the quorum could be anything.
The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order from either of you, thank you very much. Minister,
your time has expired.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (12:52): To sit or not to sit: that is the question, isn’t it? I
think we all agree on that question—or at least on the answer—but we should not be sitting while we
have 40 per cent of our members being denied the right to be here. To be precise, regional members
represent 37.5 per cent of the total numbers of this house.
Dr Cumming talked about everybody blaming the government. On one hand we are saying it is the
government’s decision whether we sit or not, and on the other hand we are saying the Parliament has
nothing to do with the government. I think Ms Patten made that point, and that is true. Let us stop
blaming the government for every single thing that happens in this state. This house will make its own
decision. I want to say to the crossbenchers that I think it is important to look at what we decided last
time. Everyone needs to go and have a hard look at themselves about—
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr MELHEM: Dr Cumming, I did not interrupt you when you were speaking, so do not interrupt
me. I think it is a responsibility of and incumbent on everyone in this house to sit down and work out
a proper solution to how we can sit. We want to sit. I want to sit; I do not want to be at home. The
government wants to sit. All the government members want to be here. We have got the Leader of the
Government who is not able to be here and few other ministers and not because they do not want to
be here. Let me tell you, they want to be here.
The chief health officer’s advice, which we all need to adhere to and listen to—as leaders of this state,
if we are going to ignore the chief health officer’s advice, then what hope have we got for ordinary
citizens to actually accept that advice? Now, the advice was that regional members could not attend.
So therefore nearly 40 per cent of our members cannot be here. So that is why this house should not
be sitting today. The challenge—
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr MELHEM: Well, that is the problem, isn’t it? Some members of this house when they stand
up, it is ‘Look at me, look at me’. It is not about conducting normal business; it is all about showing
off and pointscoring. If we are fair dinkum, there is a challenge for all of you here today. Between now
and 1 September we need to work out a workable solution where every single member of this house
is being given the opportunity and the ability to fully participate in the debate in this house and the
proceedings of this house. I call on you, President: unless we can achieve that, we should not be sitting
until we give every single member that opportunity to fully participate. Because we need to remember
this: we are sitting here, we have got the quorum and 40 per cent were denied the right to be here—
and we pass legislation. To have one single person to challenge that, where do we stand on legality
about any decision this house might make? So let us stop the grandstanding. Let us work through this
and make sure that—
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr MELHEM: Mr Finn, I believe you have been busy with branch stacking in the western suburbs
lately. Now, it is important, and I hope that the Procedure Committee, chaired by you, President—and
I heard Mr Davis’s comments and it is very encouraging—make sure that we come up with a system
where every single member of this house can fully participate come 1 September. My understanding
is that the government has already given instructions to its legal people to actually come up with legal
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advice about how this house can sit. It is not about how we can prevent the house from sitting; it is
about what mechanisms we need to put in place between now and 1 September so we can enable the
house to sit. So let us stop this blaming the government. That we are not sitting because of the
government trying to prevent members is a lot of nonsense. And let me tell you: go back to when the
coalition had the numbers in this house, and they would have used their numbers and we probably
would not be sitting for the rest of the year.
I will conclude by saying this: we are in stage 4 restrictions in Melbourne, and we need to heed that
advice. So with these comments, I commend the motion to the house and again I urge that this house
should not sit unless all its members are given the opportunity to actually attend and participate in the
debate. Until then, this house should not sit.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:58): I was not going to speak to the
motion this afternoon, but having listened to the Minister for Health in her contribution and indeed
listening to other members I want to place on the record my concern about the provision of this motion
in relation to when the house resumes. We heard last sitting week, when we passed a similar motion,
a number of members of the house express concerns that the sitting date for today was not hardwired
and express concerns that there was a mechanism in place which threw into doubt whether the house
would sit. I think most members of the crossbench in particular expressed concern at the way in which
the motion was drafted—that, despite the rhetoric of the government, today was not a hard date for
sitting because there was an element of uncertainty introduced by a mechanism which relied on the
President to form an opinion based on advice from the chief health officer.
We have subsequently seen, I think, those concerns validated over the course of the last week where
advice was received from the chief health officer. On a reading of that advice, it was essentially the
same advice as was in the hands of the house two weeks prior. I was very interested to hear the Minister
for Health say in her contribution that in fact the advice had changed and it was no longer the CHO’s
view that the sitting should not occur; it was now his view that only regional members should not
attend. So on the minister’s interpretation, the advice was in fact of a lower level. The CHO’s original
view that the house should not sit had been read down to country members should not attend, so if
anything, the advice from the CHO was less significant than the advice we had when the house sat
early in August. Yet we spent the last four or five business days determining whether the house was
going to sit or not, and it was not until advice from the Clerk or from the President on Friday night that
the sitting of the house was actually confirmed.
On any reasonable reading of the CHO’s advice, that should have been beyond doubt, because we had
a hard date and there was some discretion there if things had deteriorated, and it was very clear from
the chief health officer’s advice that things had not deteriorated. In fact, on the minister’s interpretation,
the CHO was more comfortable with the sitting of the house this week with metro members than he
was several weeks ago. Yet we are still in a situation of having to debate and have discussions among
crossbench and party leaders as to whether we would sit this week, when it should have been beyond
doubt. So I have grave concerns that we are again going forward with a mechanism for the next
sitting—ostensibly on 1 September—still with that discretionary provision which will see us when we
get to the week of 1 September again having a discussion about whether we should sit, which the
Minister for Health has already flagged, when on the interpretation of this sessional order it should be
beyond doubt.
I share the concerns of the crossbench. I think there should be a hard date without the discretion,
without the mechanism that was in place for this week’s sitting, and I think something that the house
needs to be very mindful of in passing these orders today is that in two weeks time we will be back in
exactly the same situation with a question mark over whether we sit based on interpretations of advice
from the chief health officer.
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Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:02): As far as Mr Rich-Phillips’s concern goes—and I think
it was a concern that was reflected by Dr Cumming—I am happy to put on the record the commitment
from me and the Leader of the Government in this house, who unfortunately is not here, that the
Parliament will sit on 1 September in some form.
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr LEANE: And I think Dr Cumming might have reflected her concern. The issue around the
statement from the Presiding Officers about forming a working party, that was done divorced from the
government and was probably done before the meeting that you have suggested. I have got to say,
Dr Cumming, I did not look at my emails at the time, but I did see it was tweeted by a journo that that
would be the case. So probably the same as you: the first time I saw it, you saw it, so I just want to say
that it was a function that was divorced from government by the Presiding Officers.
The Presiding Officers put out a statement that they are committed to work through a way and what
that looks like. If it involves technology, I think that would be a good thing, because I want to restate
that the government wants to sit. The government has a legislative agenda they want to get through,
but we also fully accept, like I think the rest of the world accepts, that we are all dealing with a
worldwide global pandemic and we are all trying to find the best way forward we can to facilitate and
keep moving during this time and we are taking the best health advice we can on how to move forward
on this.
I just want to say, taking account of some of the debate, to some of the crossbench members that, if
you feel like you are forming some sort of special Victorian Parliament champions of scrutiny and
democracy super friends club, I would not be forming it with the Liberal Party. The reason I say that
is I would urge all of you, if you have got time during isolation, to look at the record of this house
between 2010 and 2014 when the government had 21 votes out of 40. President, you were here.
Rule 21-19 always applied. It always applied.
Regarding this outrage around ministers not answering questions, have a look at Hansard for how
ministers answered questions when the Liberal Party were in government. And do not just take my
word for it as though it is a Labor versus Liberal thing. Have a look at some of the tweets from Colleen
Hartland, a recent ex-Greens MLC, about what she thought about the answers she got during that
period, which were complete non-answers. The changes to the standing orders only came in at the end
of that term to permit the President to request a written response if he deemed that the minister
answering the question was not responsive to the question that was asked. That only came in after that
period.
I have got to say, I was here and the commitment to not answering questions of those ministers during
the Baillieu-Napthine governments knew no end. I remember questions to the Minister for Health at
the time, questions like ‘Tell us something you’re really proud of in the time that you’ve been Minister
for Health’. I was sitting there thinking, ‘This minister is going to talk about the Box Hill Hospital’.
To that government’s credit, they did not start that project but they finished that project, and it is an
excellent hospital. I was sitting there thinking, ‘This minister is going to go, “Well, what about the
Box Hill Hospital?”’, but given his commitment to not answering questions in this place he could not
even bring himself to do that. He could not bring himself to answer questions at the time.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, the minister said he was summing up debate on the
motion. He is now straying into past history. Could you please bring him back to what we are
discussing today and the importance of the issue that we are debating?
The PRESIDENT: Thank you. We are still within the limit of time.
Mr LEANE: I am talking about democracy in this chamber, and all of a sudden some people are
champions of it. When they had the chance, they were far from it. Mr Melhem was here. We remember
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when they had the chance. References to committees from non-government MLCs: zero, none. For
any of the crossbenchers, with your concerns and references you want to get up, they would not have
happened during that period—none. Bills amended by non-government MLCs: none.
Mr Davis: That’s not true.
Mr LEANE: It is true. Of course it is true. Motions calling for documents—dozens and dozens
and dozens of motions that called for documents—
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr LEANE: I know it hurts, because you were here too.
Mr Finn: On a point of order, Mr President, I know a little bit about filibusters, and this is clearly
a filibuster from the minister and a number of speakers in this house. The points that are being made
by Minister Leane have absolutely nothing to do with this motion. They are designed just to extend
this motion—for reasons totally unknown to anybody—beyond the realms of all decency, I have to
say, and I would ask you to bring the minister back to the point of the motion before the house.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Finn. Minister, can you please come back to the reply.
Mr LEANE: I will come back to the motion. I just want to add that, out of dozens and dozens of
calls for paperwork, six were successful. Out of those six calls for paperwork, three times out of six
the paperwork was not delivered to the Parliament. So only six got up and they did not even deliver
on half of the motions agreed to. Out of the six out of dozens—
Mr Finn: On a point of order, President, not only is Minister Leane continuing down the track that
he had previously been on, avoiding the motion before the house, but he is now openly flouting your
ruling, and I ask you to bring him into line if need be.
The PRESIDENT: Mr Leane, please come back to the ruling.
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr LEANE: Thank you, President, and thank you, Dr Cumming. I will go back to the motion, but
I just want to mention that—
Mr Finn: Will you?
Mr LEANE: Yes, I will. I appreciate your help. I will go back to the motion. I just want to
comment. I know last time we debated these same standing orders—and I always take Mr Atkinson
as genuine when he speaks in this place—he said that the opposition and other MLCs would like to
feed positive contributions into the recovery. And I said at the time that of course the government
should never think that they are the fount of all knowledge, and I think that goes back to having royal
commissions into family violence and into mental health, where the Minister for Mental Health
admitted the system was broken. So I think that they are good things to do, and I do take Mr Atkinson
in his contributions genuinely. But I have got to say, Mr Atkinson, the next day not you but one of
your colleagues, Mr Finn, put on social media things that said, ‘Minister, Premier, goat, public toilet’.
It is hard for us to be convinced that the opposition is looking for a positive—
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, we are straying now. It is actually quite a narrow motion,
and we have pretty much stuck to it. I think we are done.
The PRESIDENT: I am going to uphold the point of order.
Mr LEANE: I commend the motion to the house.
Motion agreed to.
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Questions without notice and ministers statements
COVID-19
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:13): My question is to the
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19. Minister, are government
submissions, materials and legal presentations to the hotel quarantine inquiry, the Coate inquiry,
subject to the requirements of the guidelines for submissions and responses to inquiries of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC) that regulate what materials are presented to Victorian
inquiries?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:13): I thank the member
for his question. The question is really one that relates to the Premier’s responsibility rather than my
portfolio. All I can respond to is in relation to my own department. I am aware that there have been
more than 180 000 documents that have been provided to the inquiry, including many from the
Department of Health and Human Services. My department is working to assist Ms Coate and the
Coate inquiry with her deliberations on these matters, and she will have the utmost assistance from
both my department and me.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:15): Well, that is very
concerning because it seems clear that either the minister is unaware of these guidelines, which are in
place right across government, or she is not being truthful with the chamber. I therefore ask: Minister,
the guidelines state that the Victorian inquiry submissions are subject to it, and attachment 2 lists the
process for Victorian inquiries in a flow chart. At paragraph 40 of the guidelines it says, and I quote:
The Premier may choose to veto the decision to proceed with a submission, or require the final submission to
be approved by him or Cabinet.

That is what the guidelines say. Will you guarantee the Premier will not veto any submission or
information to the Coate inquiry from the Department of Health and Human Services or other
departments?
The PRESIDENT: Before I ask the minister to respond to your question about her guaranteeing it
on behalf of the Premier, I do not think the minister can do that, but I am happy to ask the minister.
Rephrase it if you want to rephrase it.
Mr DAVIS: In which case, I will ask the minister: will you insist that the Premier not veto any
submissions or information to the Coate inquiry from the Department of Health and Human Services?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:16): As I explained in
reply to the member’s substantive question, issues around document protocols are set by DPC for the
whole of government. As I have indicated to the member already, my department is providing its
utmost assistance and cooperation to Jennifer Coate as part of this inquiry.
Mr Davis interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS: That is just nonsense, Mr Davis. As the inquiry has already made apparent in its
deliberations, more than 180 000 documents have been provided. My department will cooperate fully
with the Coate inquiry.
DUCK HUNTING
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (13:17): After being chastised by one of the members in
this house about the crossbench not being constructive in this time, we are trying to be extremely
constructive. In doing so, the Animal Justice Party, Mr Meddick, had a question today. Obviously he
is not able to be here, so I am asking his question on his behalf. It is about duck shooting, and it is to
the minister representing the Minister for Agriculture. Freedom-of-information requests have shown
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that board members of the Game Management Authority (GMA) have held game licences during their
time serving on the board. Can the minister confirm if any current board members had active duck and
quail shooting licences during the 2019 and/or 2020 seasons?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:18): I want to thank
Ms Patten for asking that question on behalf of Mr Meddick. That is demonstrating the spirit in which
we should all be working here—that is, each working to facilitate the arrangements of this house in
extraordinary circumstances, where members are not able to be present because they are acting in
accordance with the chief health officer’s advice. And I thank Mr Meddick for doing that.
Unfortunately I have to disappoint him because I am being asked this question in my capacity
representing Minister Symes today. Unfortunately I am not armed with that information and I am
unable to provide as fulsome an answer as I would like. So I will take that question on notice, as—just
to be clear for those listening in—has been a longstanding process and procedure available to ministers
in this house in the last Parliament and this Parliament. So I will take that question on notice and
provide a written answer. Taking a question on notice, for one particular journalist listening in from
the Herald Sun, does not mean I am refusing to provide an answer; it means I will provide a written
answer within the required time period.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (13:20): Thank you, Minister, and I very much hope that
we will be able to ask questions of all ministers in the very near future—as in, 1 September. By way
of supplementary, Mr Meddick asks: given that an independent report by Pegasus Economics found
that non-compliance with hunting laws is commonplace and widespread and that by any standard the
GMA has failed to deliver on its responsibility to enforce the hunting laws, does the minister think it
is appropriate that board members with a conflict of interest are involved in both compliance activities
and recommendations for duck shooting seasons?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:20): I thank the member
for that further question. In a similar way, I will provide Mr Meddick with a written response once
Minister Symes assists me with that.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COVID-19
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:21): On 20 June
Victoria hit what was then the highest number of cases the state had seen in two months and a decision
was made to delay the planned easing of restrictions. Since then, acting on advice from the chief health
officer that there is a continued serious and potentially catastrophic risk to public health arising from
COVID-19, the Victorian government has phased the implementation of greater restrictions and I have
extended the state of emergency until 11.59 pm, 13 September 2020. This will work alongside the
state of disaster that was declared on 2 August and introduced stage 4 to metropolitan Melbourne and
returned regional Victoria to stage 3 restrictions. The state of emergency allows us to keep in place
crucial restrictions like gathering limits and isolation requirements.
After the introduction of stage 3 in metro Melbourne and Mitchell shire, the health experts told us the
measures that we had introduced were not working as quickly as they should. Modelling, coupled with
the local evidence of outbreaks now moving from household transmission to workplace outbreaks,
aged-care facility outbreaks, increasing regional cases of transmission and increased evidence of cases
of unknown transmission, clearly indicated the need for stronger measures. This prompted the move
to these stringent restrictions to ensure that we can continue to drive infection rates down. In addition,
the most recent modelling suggests that in the absence of stringent control measures, over
18 500 Victorians would have been infected each day during the peak of the pandemic. Recognising
this move to workplace transmission, from 28 July the government also introduced temporary
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regulations under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 that specify when employers and selfemployed persons must notify WorkSafe of a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 in the workplace.
Each of these decisions has been guided by the very best medical advice based on the epidemiological
data. These are strong and unprecedented measures, but they are absolutely critical to protect the
Victorian community. We thank those Victorians who are doing the right thing, but we must keep at
it to save lives and we must continue to all work together to stay safe.
COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:23): My question is to the Minister for Health and
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19. Minister, why were the
concerns raised by the Australian Medical Association (AMA) in an email to your department in midApril on hotel quarantine security ignored?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:23): I thank the member
for that question. The issues that were raised in that email from a board member of the AMA were, as
I understand it, sent to an official in my department. It was not an email that was addressed to me, it
was not an email that was brought to my attention and it was not an email that I was briefed on. Can I
just say further, I have only become aware of this email since media reports of it. I understand that the
contents of the email actually were suggestions rather than a criticism and related to green zones,
which were in fact measures, as I understand it, that had already been put in place prior to that email
being sent. So the contents of this email actually relate to suggestions that had already been put in
place, as I understand it, prior to this email being sent.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:25): As Mr O’Donohue said, the minister is very
happy to blame others but not to take responsibility for her own leadership and responsibility. Minister,
you have been stripped of your overall responsibility for hotel quarantine. Doctors and nurses warned
of the inadequate infection control measures put into the hotel quarantine program for returned
travellers. You still have some responsibility for infection control as the health minister, so I ask: what
have you put in place to ensure adequate infection control is occurring and that breaches of the current
hotel quarantine program will not occur, having the disastrous consequences of the previous program
that you had oversight of?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:25): Unfortunately
1 minute is not going to be anywhere near enough to be able to respond to all of that, but the key point
that the member needs to understand is that, as I have previously said, this was a multi-agency response
that had shared accountability. It has now moved. As the Premier flagged many weeks ago, there has
been a reset and the program has now moved to the department of justice so that it is now being run
by Corrections Victoria. There have been many resets and changes along the way around infection
control, including Alfred Health being brought in to provide advice and assistance around these issues.
But in terms of the broader issues, they are matters that are currently being considered by the inquiry,
and I think it is important that the inquiry is able to look at these issues in a comprehensive way.
HOMELESSNESS
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (13:27): My question is for the Minister for Health.
According to estimates, of the 1000 or so homeless people currently in temporary housing in hotels
during this crisis, at least one-third have significant issues relating to drug dependence. These also
include the long-term consequences of some of their ongoing ill health and poor health, as well as
chronic hepatitis infections. As I am sure the minister is aware, there is an ongoing hepatitis A outbreak
in the state affecting this cohort. In addition, I think the high rates of drug use may pose risks for the
community, particularly in the vicinity of the hotels. There is currently a proposal in your department
to have a health outreach team headed by the Royal Melbourne Hospital that can coordinate various
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health services for vulnerable people, including COVID testing, instead of having them reach out to a
range of agencies, which we know from experience they rarely do. The program had a very successful
trial at the Ibis in June. My fear is that those at risk are not identified and dealt with compassionately.
Will the minister fully fund this program now so we can keep Victorians safe? (Time expired)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:28): I thank the member
for her question. The member has raised issues around support for people who are experiencing
homelessness who are also experiencing drug addiction issues.
Ms Patten: And who are housed in hotels.
Ms MIKAKOS: Okay. She is seeking that I provide some advice around issues that intersect with
a number of portfolios, including that related to the Minister for Housing and also the Minister for
Mental Health. What I can say to her is that we have got some very vulnerable people in our
community who we are providing support to as part of our COVID-19 response, including providing
them with emergency accommodation. We have had a multifaceted health response dealing with these
complex issues, not just providing support in terms of accommodation and wraparound health
services, including drug and alcohol support, but providing them with free masks, for example, and
other supports.
The government, as part of its pandemic response, has provided specific funding to providers to
provide these types of supports. For example, Minister Foley has announced $59.4 million to boost
our mental health system, including nearly $7 million to help community-based mental health services
to provide people with support via phone and video to prevent relapse and emergency department
presentations. There has been a great deal of work undertaken to refine mental health screening
processes and escalation pathways, including alcohol and other drug dual diagnosis in-reach support,
which is available. Also, there has been work between Cohealth and Harm Reduction Victoria,
collaborating together to provide outreach services to support AOD clients, including undertaking
welfare checks for vulnerable clients.
I am mindful of the time. I am very happy to take on board the member’s very specific request and
follow that up, together with Minister Foley, given the intersection of the three portfolios around these
issues, and perhaps come back to her with a written response. But I am very happy to have a discussion
with her offline as well prior to that.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (13:31): Thank you, Minister. This is something where we
have seen a trial happening of this outreach team. I think we are not meeting that demand for those
wraparound services to these cohorts, and I do think that this could be disastrous. By way of
supplementary on that, I am wondering if you could advise the house of how many Victorians who
are experiencing homelessness and are in the hotel accommodation have been diagnosed with
COVID-19.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:32): I thank the member
for her further question. That is not a number that I have at hand, but I am happy to provide her with
that number if we can determine that. Sometimes, I guess, the breakdown of the numbers can be
challenging, but we will see how best we are able to acquit that specific request.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:32): I wish to update the Council that today is Vietnam
Veterans Day, which is commemorated on 18 August every year. At 11.00 am today many people
paused to reflect on the sacrifice and services of all who fought in the Vietnam conflict. We remember
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those who served on the anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan, which was 18 August 1966, which
went down as Australia’s most successful direct engagement in that particular war.
We all know that the Vietnam War had a lot of controversy around it and, unfortunately for the men
and women who served, in the aftermath many soldiers received more of a hostile reception compared
to World War II. There were certainly no parades or celebrations. So in the past 30 years Vietnam
Veterans Day has been established to recognise the bravery and sacrifice of those particular service
men and women at that time. Today’s service was very different. It was obviously streamed across
Australia online on the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia website and the Shrine of
Remembrance Facebook page. This was a great tribute.
I want to thank the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia for its tireless support of the veterans
community. Their work has such a positive impact on the lives of Australian veterans, their families
and serving personnel, paving the way for greater recognition of the impact of war and improved
access to benefits and support and an acknowledgement of service of all veterans. More than 60 000
Australians served in Vietnam, more than 500 died and more than 3000 were wounded. We need to
keep them in our thoughts every year as we go forward. We will remember them. Lest we forget.
COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:34): My question is again to the Minister for Health
and Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19. Minister, in the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee last week your department deputy secretary Terry Symonds told
the committee that there were 426 intensive care unit beds in Victoria, which is well short of the
promised 4000 ICU beds from the announcement of a $1.3 billion investment that you made on
1 April. Minister, you told PAEC that there are 1556, and I quote, ‘critical care spaces’ that have been
created out of the $1.3 billion spend, but that is not the same as ICU beds. Why have you failed to
deliver on your promise to deliver the 4000 promised ICU beds?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:35): The member has
not understood the advice that both I and Mr Symonds gave to PAEC last week. Mr Symonds, in
response to a question, answered how many are being used. And I think it is a good thing that we do
not have a need to be deploying more ICU beds at this point in time. It is tragic to see any person in
an ICU bed as a result of COVID-19, and I hope the numbers will continue to trend down.
I have briefed this chamber on many occasions about the health sector preparedness plans that we
started earlier this year—the $1.9 billion investment that we made to establish more ICU beds, to
acquire the PPE, the medical equipment and everything that was necessary to support our hospitals,
including providing training to our healthcare workers. We started with 450 ICU beds at the start of
the year. Since that time we have prepared more than 1560 ICU bed spaces across Victoria and we
have undertaken the necessary works to ensure these beds have the medical equipment and the
infection control measures needed to care for coronavirus patients. This has already tripled Victoria’s
ICU capacity. More than 870 ICU beds have been fully equipped, and should demand for ICU beds
begin to surge, we have the ventilators and the other medical equipment to deploy them. Thankfully
we have not needed to use this new ICU capacity to date; our health services have been able to match
available pre-COVID capacity to demand.
Our health system has been working assiduously since the start of the year. I want to express my
gratitude to health services for the incredible work that they have done since we launched our health
sector preparedness pandemic plan in March of this year. I also want to take this opportunity to thank
all of our healthcare workers, who are doing amazing work in challenging circumstances, for the work
that they are doing each and every day caring for COVID-19 patients but also other patients who are
presenting to our health system.
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We have put the planning in place, we have got contingency plans to flex further should demand
require it—that means converting a further 1300 spaces in operating theatres, recovery and other ward
areas and emergency department spaces to treat COVID-19 patients—and beyond that we have the
ability to scale up a further 1400 ICU beds through the deployment of modular facilities on our hospital
grounds.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:38): I have listened to the minister’s answer, and again
there are figures going back and forth all over the place. I asked Mr Symonds on 6 February for the
number of these ICU beds, and in every briefing I have had with the minister’s department I have
asked the same question, and at PAEC last week he finally came up with the figures. Your numbers
today are again all over the place. Minister, isn’t it a fact that in April you wound back the program of
the ICU bed expansion?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:39): We have here
perhaps the only person in Victoria who is upset that we do not have more ICU beds needing to be
filled with COVID-19 patients—the only person who is barracking for the virus. Unbelievable. We
have put the plans in place. We have put the investment in there. We have gone and done the
procurement. We have done the infrastructure works. We have created more beds in the system. We
have worked with the private hospital system, striking agreements so that both public and private—
the two systems—work as one system. We have prepared the healthcare workforce. We have put all
the steps in place, and we have the ability to surge up if required. But if everyone follows the chief
health officer’s advice, then those contingency plans will not need to be utilised. That is why I keep
emphasising how important it is for all of us as community leaders to be encouraging the community
to listen to the chief health officer’s advice—so that our hospital system will not become overrun.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:40): My question is to the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure in the other place. Why does the minister believe it appropriate for the West Gate Tunnel
Project team to offer members of my community seeking respite from the excessive noise and
disruption, with a young baby and clear medical reasons for the request, housing in the same hotels as
those people quarantined for COVID-19? Other residents were offered accommodation in areas far
outside our own community, and they only had suitable options offered after extensive lobbying.
Those who have contacted my office have asked not to have their names mentioned, but they are
distressed by this and, like me, shocked that this would even be considered in a state of disaster and
stage 4 lockdown.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:41): I thank
Dr Cumming for her question. This question relates to the transport infrastructure minister’s portfolio.
Unfortunately I am not in a position today to be able to respond to the member’s question, but I will
take that on notice and work with the relevant minister to provide the member with a written response
in accordance with the house’s standing orders.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:41): Thank you, Minister. Will the minister ensure
that the agencies responsible for the West Gate Tunnel Project show interest in the welfare of residents
who remain in their houses experiencing excessive noise and speeding traffic? The West Gate Tunnel
Project is causing severe disruptions to the health and wellbeing of hundreds within my community.
My residents are intelligent, caring people who find their concerns, and often solutions, go unheard.
Just one example is the Save Willy Road people, who have contacted the authority and Melissa
Horne’s office requesting traffic management, including speed signs displaying 50-kilometre speed
limits and actual speeds of passing traffic, plus enforcement from Victoria Police and the National
Heavy Vehicle Regulator. Minister, the residents must be heard and the action taken must recognise
their health and their wellbeing.
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:43): I thank the member
for her further question. I will similarly take that on notice and direct it, I believe, to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure for a written response.
COVID-19
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:43): My question is to the minister representing the
Attorney-General. Minister, in this morning’s inquiry hearing it was revealed that 90 per cent of
Victoria’s current coronavirus cases can be traced back to a family of four that returned to Australia
and stayed in Melbourne’s Rydges on Swanston. Minister, following the hotel quarantine fiasco, last
week in a significant demotion and vote of no confidence the Minister for Health, Jenny Mikakos, was
stripped of her responsibility for the hotel quarantine program. In an unusual event mid-parliamentary
term the general order was changed following the release of the Government Gazette. Minister, given
you have now had the responsibility for this program for several days—the program that led the
COVID genie out of the bottle—what advice have you received about the errors, mistakes and
omissions made by Ms Mikakos that contributed to the disastrous second lockdown and the need to
strip her of this responsibility?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:44): The opposition
have said they needed to come back because somehow democracy was fragile, and yet they have
wasted a question here to pull a joke question that is nothing more than a stunt. That just shows that
playing to the cameras is somehow more important to them than actually seeking to get answers to
any of the issues at hand—matters that will be canvassed at considerable length by former Justice
Jennifer Coate in her inquiry. I do think that it is really unbecoming of the member to pose his question
in that way.
I am happy to provide the member’s question to the Attorney if she has got anything further to add,
but what I would say to him is that his time lines are all wrong and his characterisation of what has
happened is all wrong. As I have made very clear, there was a national cabinet decision on 27 March.
Within a couple of days, at 11.59 that Saturday night—less than 48 hours later—the hotel quarantine
program was stood up and became operational. I was not involved in the governance structure that
was put in place or the operational plan that was put in place. It was a multi-agency response. We
shared accountability, and what has happened now is we have moved away from that multi-agency
response model to one department and Corrections Victoria running the program.
The Premier flagged these issues many, many weeks ago in announcing that this reset would happen,
when he talked about the inquiry being established back on 30 June. The gazettal that gave this effect
occurred on 8 July in fact, Mr O’Donohue. The Premier and the government moved very, very quickly
to put this reset in place. The matters that you have referred to in relation to last week’s gazettal relate
to emergency accommodation for vulnerable Victorians and not to hotel quarantine for returned
travellers.
The key changes that had needed to be made through the gazettal relate to legal powers of detention
under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 that needed to be moved across to the department
that now has responsibility for this program. It is appropriate that that needs to happen, because they
need to have the powers to detain people legally as well as to have authorised officers being able to
issue directions notices. So that is what has happened in terms of the time lines, and that is appropriate
given that the Premier flagged the reset was going to happen many, many weeks ago.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:47): Thank you, Minister, and thank you for agreeing
to refer my question to the Attorney-General for response. I look forward to the Attorney-General’s
response. I note your reference, Minister, to both my question and to that of Ms Crozier about shared
accountability. It appears, Minister, under those arrangements there was shared accountability and no
responsibility. Minister, yesterday counsel assisting the hotel quarantine inquiry, Mr Tony Neal, QC,
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said that ministers will be called to give evidence at the inquiry. Do you give a clear and unequivocal
undertaking that, if called, you will give open, honest and full answers, even if those answers reflect
poorly on the minister, so that the truth about this shocking public policy failure can finally be
revealed?
Ms Mikakos: I thought your questions were for the Attorney-General.
The PRESIDENT: That is my understanding, and your supplementary is to the Attorney-General.
Ms Mikakos: On a point of order, President, the problem the member has is that in doing his joke
question earlier he referred it to the Attorney-General and was referring to me in the third person. He
is now seeking to direct his supplementary question to me. Perhaps the question time strategy needed
to be worked out a little bit more clearly before you came in here, Mr O’Donohue.
Mr O’DONOHUE: President, you are correct. The question is clearly directed to the minister who
now has responsibility for the hotel quarantine program. As you know, President, that is no longer
Minister Mikakos. It is now the Attorney-General. The question is addressed to the minister
representing the Attorney-General in this chamber today.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:49): I cannot speak on
behalf of the Attorney-General. I will refer that to her for a response. But what I can say is that the
Premier, I and others have already said that we will cooperate fully with the inquiry. I have always
taken responsibility for my department, but this is a multi-agency response, or was, in terms of how it
was established in the first instance. Everyone in the government will be working to support this
inquiry. This is why the government established the inquiry in the first place, and that is to ensure full
transparency and that the community will get the answers that we all want about what happened here.
COVID-19
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (13:50): My question is for whoever is representing the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services today; it is a little hard to keep up. I have been contacted
by a person who has had their firearms seized and whose licence is going to be cancelled because they
were accused, I suppose, of a COVID breach back in the level 3 days. This was all happening because
they were being told they were not a fit and proper person. An unfit and improper person as per the
act would have a history of irresponsible handling of firearms, be deemed to be a prohibited person,
violence, crimes, criminal history, yadda yadda yadda. The person that contacted me is of very good
character and has a job that you could not have if you met any of the criteria of an improper person,
yet the police came and took his firearms, so my question is: can the minister get the licensing and
regulation division (LRD) of the police to explain what this is all about?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:51): I thank
Mr Bourman for his question. It is a question that he has directed to me in my capacity as representing
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. It does relate to very technical matters relating to a
particular part of Minister Neville’s department, Victoria Police and other agencies. I will seek a
written response for the member from the minister and provide that to the member in accordance with
the standing orders within the required time period, and I thank him again for his question.
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (13:51): Thanks, Minister. My supplementary question is: LRD
has been contentious for quite a while. I know there are a lot of people in there just doing their work,
trying to get through the day, and my issue is not with them. But there is clearly a problem at the top
of LRD. In fact the question is: will the minister conduct an inquiry into the happenings within LRD
over firearms, security and so on? This just cannot go on. They are clearly just doing their own thing.
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:52): Again I will refer
that supplementary question to the minister responsible and provide him with a written response. I do
note the member’s appropriate camouflage mask in asking that question of me to do with gun licence
matters today.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:52): No written responses to questions on notice have been
received today, but since the last sitting day 130 written answers to questions on notice have been
provided to members and published under the temporary orders agreed by the house on 4 August 2020:
717, 1615, 1620, 1844, 1967, 1969, 1972–4, 1981–3, 2057–74, 2089, 2101, 2109–10, 2112–13, 2116,
2124, 2133, 2136, 2142, 2158–60, 2162, 2165–7, 2169–70, 2200–1, 2203, 2209, 2214, 2231, 2235–42,
2252, 2259–60, 2278–85, 2314–16, 2319–24, 2336–40, 2343–4, 2371, 2453–69, 2476–83, 2485,
2488, 2490, 2493–5, 2499, 2505–10. That is 130 written answers just in recent times, compared to the
1100 questions on notice that the Baillieu-Napthine governments never answered.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:53): There are a number of
questions on notice that have not been answered, and I wonder if the minister might respond—
transport infrastructure questions going back to 26 November: 1134 to 1141. These are reinstated
questions, and there has been still no final answer on a number of parts of these questions.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:54): I will follow that up for the member.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (13:54): Regarding questions and answers, the question from Ms Patten
representing Animal Justice about shooting is one day because the minister is from this house. The
other one from Ms Patten was from her to Ms Mikakos; that is one day, question and supplementary.
Other questions were from Dr Cumming for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure in the other
place—two days, question and supplementary; from Mr O’Donohue to the Attorney-General—two
days, question and supplementary; and from Mr Bourman to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services—two days, question and supplementary.
Rulings by the Chair
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The PRESIDENT (13:55): While I am on my feet, I have received a written request from Mr Davis
seeking the reinstatement of eight questions on notice. Having reviewed the responses, I order that
questions on notice 2287, 2288, 2290, 2291, 2312, 2313 and 2447 be reinstated in full and that question
on notice 2289, part (2), be reinstated.
Constituency questions
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (13:56): President, good afternoon, and before I start
can I extend the blessings and prayers of my family to yours regarding the tragedy in Beirut, Lebanon.
My constituency question is for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. Residents living near
the drug injecting room in Richmond are furious that drug users are ignoring the lockdown rules and
refusing to wear masks. This is unacceptable during this pandemic when so many Victorians are
obeying the rules. They are disappointed their community was used as a guinea pig for the drug
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injecting room and are shocked with the three-year extension. It is next door to a primary school. Can
the minister advise me, so I can advise my residents, if the government will commit to extra police
patrols in the streets around Richmond’s drug injecting room to protect my constituents from the
antisocial behaviour and drug use so my residents can have safer and cleaner streets to live in?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (13:57): My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety. Even during this time of lockdown, truck traffic on Sunbury Road is often quite
unbearable. Hundreds of trucks every day, many travelling at snail’s pace up Bulla hill and others
travelling like a bat out of hell going down it, provide inherent dangers for other road users. What
particularly concerns me is the impact that these very heavy vehicles are having, and will continue
to have, on the Bulla bridge—a bridge over one century old that was of course not built to carry this
level of heavy traffic. Any mishap on this bridge or, God forbid, the collapse of the bridge would
cause total chaos for those thousands of motorists who use the road and bridge on a daily basis. If
the dumping of toxic soil in Sunbury Road is given the go-ahead, a threat of cataclysmic proportions
will quickly develop. Minister, what actions will you take to protect the Bulla bridge from the threats
of which I speak?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:58): My constituency question today is for the Minister
for Small Business. I am desperately worried about the mental and financial health of so many small
businesses in my electorate. I am also concerned that those that do survive will continue to do it tough.
Large national businesses now operate in a normal business environment throughout the country, save
for Victoria. They are at an enormous competitive advantage to small, Victorian-only businesses. One
of the fantastic things about small businesses in the Eastern Victoria Region is they help make the
region so interesting, diverse and full of choice. An economy reliant on national businesses would
homogenise that choice and reduce the uniqueness of our communities. The question I therefore ask
the minister is: what will she do to ensure that local small businesses that are the backbone of the
economy and communities in my electorate are able to survive through this lockdown and on the other
side once we are in the recovery phase?
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:59): My question is also for the Minister for Small Business.
When the hotel quarantine wave finishes and when we seek to finally reopen our economy and get
back to work, we are going to rely on small businesses to do a huge amount of the heavy lifting. And
yet this government is failing to support them, with hiked payroll tax on 1 July in the middle of the
pandemic, and it is offering no financial assistance to sole traders. My office is being inundated with
calls from small business owners in Melbourne’s east and north-east crying out for greater help. No
wonder one in eight small and medium businesses are set to close. So my question is: how does the
minister expect sole traders and the smallest businesses to kickstart our economy post COVID, when
the government’s own policies will force so many of them to close?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14:00): My constituency
question is for the attention of the Treasurer in the other place, and it concerns the event industry and
particularly in my electorate Event Pty Ltd, which says it is creating change through events and
communication. In particular Simon Thewlis, the director, has had a number of discussions with me,
and it is very clear that the state government has done nothing to protect the event industry. Sole traders
but also small firms within that industry are dying slowly under the restrictions that are in place now,
and there has been no financial or other help provided by the state government. So my question is: will
the Treasurer take the step to help the event industry and in particular Mr Thewlis in my electorate,
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who has come to me in desperation because the Treasurer and the Andrews Labor government have
not provided support for events?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (14:01): My constituency question is for the Minister for Health.
Since the coronavirus began driving government policy many constituents have asked me why we are
suffering so much social and economic damage. I believe the government’s cure is worse than the
disease. This is not just my opinion; it is backed by many experts that the government is ignoring. Last
week Gigi Foster told the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee that the lockdown is leading to
unemployment, business collapse, loss of education, health neglect and loneliness. Those panicked
days of March, when many assumptions were made, are far behind us. We know much more about
the virus, who is vulnerable and where the greatest risks are. We also know some of the costs of
lockdown on our society for many years to come. But it is August and we are still following the path
of March, ignoring what we have learned since. The human wellbeing costs of lockdown are multiple
times the wellbeing costs of a non-lockdown. When will the government replace this destructive
lockdown policy with a policy based on evidence that promotes the greatest welfare?
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:02): My matter is for the Treasurer, but he might also
consult with the Minister for Multicultural Affairs in trying to solve this problem. The Hungarian
community in Wantirna has appealed to the State Revenue Office for relief from land tax and has had
two communications from the land tax office, both of them after I had intervened and sought the
Treasurer’s follow-up and to actually get somebody at that office to return a call or some other
communication. The two pieces of information that went to the Hungarian club were totally
contradictory and leave that organisation in some real difficulty, given that they have not been able to
operate for six months but are incurring a significant liability. No doubt other community clubs are in
the same situation. They do a great job in the community, all of these multicultural community clubs,
and they need support at this time. I ask that the Treasurer contact the State Revenue Office, sort this
matter out and clarify the previous communications they provided.
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (14:03): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure in the other place. When will Transurban finally announce the decision on the
destination of the contamination soil? My community are fed up. I know this because my office
receives hundreds of emails daily. It is unfair to leave people in a state of speculation. We do not want
contaminated soil going anywhere in Melbourne’s west. Melbourne’s Western Metropolitan Region
has continued to absorb far too much of Victoria’s industrial waste, and this must end. With a
significant number of urban growth corridors, in this time of need for economic stimulation it is truly
unbelievable that this government would negatively impact these areas identified for the creation of
jobs, schools, hospitals and commercial investment.
Following questions incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day:
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Mental Health.
It has been raised with me that at a community meeting concern was expressed from a constituent, Catherine
in Black Rock, around the lack of funding toward mental health programs in smaller community service
organisations. These organisations such as Kids Like Us and Live 4Life have historically and largely been
funded through the generosity of philanthropy. These organisations do terrific work with their local
communities but like a lot of not-for-profit organisations have been hit by COVID-19. So many people from
across the state who would traditionally support charities and not-for-profit organisations no longer can due
to their financial status, having lost their job or struggling to make ends meet with the running of their business.
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So whilst funding has been made available to Headspace through federal funding or school programs by the
state government more needs to be done to these community based programs that are doing just as important
work. Mental health is a massive issue, impacting more and more Victorians of all ages, including children
and teenagers across the state, so I ask the minister to please provide information as to what funding assistance
has been provided to local community organisations.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is to the Minister for Public Transport.
It is: what is being done to ensure that passengers on V/Line bus and train services are complying with the
COVID-19 stage 4 restrictions when seeking to travel from Melbourne to my electorate of Northern Victoria?
It has been raised with me that the validity of passengers’ reasons for travel on these routes are not being
appropriately checked in any way before they leave Melbourne, during their journey, or even when they
disembark.
Reportedly, a number of passengers have also been travelling on these buses and trains recently without
wearing masks.
I also understand there is growing frustration among V/Line staff that multiple warnings and concerns being
voiced by them about these problems are going unheeded both by V/Line management and Victoria Police.
I would therefore appreciate the minister’s urgent advice on these very serious and important issues.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is to the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19.
Traditionally, the snow industry has been a major employer of full-time and casual employees in my
electorate. This is not just on snowfields themselves but also across a range of other tourism, hospitality and
retail businesses.
However, there has been a devastating collapse of these businesses’ patronage and turnover as a result of the
various COVID-19 restrictions. Exacerbating these problems is the near-universal lack of financial support
currently available to the industry from all levels of government, with widespread ineligibility even for the
federal JobKeeper program.
I therefore ask: what practical actions will the government be taking to provide new, urgently needed
assistance to the snow industry and the businesses within and dependent on it that have now lost many millions
of dollars during the COVID period?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is to the Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19.
It relates to the numerous accounts I am hearing from across my electorate of the now-precarious financial
position of—and the enormous accompanying mental health impacts for—many local sole traders in the
COVID-19 period.
Among those accounts, I am regularly hearing about the particular difficulties of tourism sole traders in
accessing meaningful financial assistance and compensation.
Typically, these sole traders are saying that the federal JobKeeper program and the state’s business support
programs, including the capped reimbursements through the regional tourism accommodation support
program, do not do nearly enough to offset the damages inflicted specifically on these businesses by the
restrictions on movement into and within Victoria.
So I ask: what further actions will be taken to support sole traders, including in tourism, in desperate and
urgent need of help in my electorate?
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Health, the Honourable Jenny Mikakos.
As reported by the Warrnambool Standard, one worker at the Warrnambool abattoir was diagnosed positive
again three weeks after he originally tested positive to COVID on 22 July, getting tested because he exhibited
symptoms again.
His partner, a teacher at a special school, was not eligible to be tested even though her partner—the abattoir
worker—was a close contact of a confirmed case. It was only when he tested positive that she was able to get
a test.
Disgracefully, when the man tested positive for the second time, DHHS reportedly told him if he wasn’t
showing symptoms 24 to 48 hours later he’d able to go out, without being able to guarantee he’d not be
contagious.
Both were cleared to go to work despite all of this.
As we know, all it takes is one positive case to create a cluster, so why is DHHS not erring on the side of
caution and classifying people in this situation, who live in the same household, as a close contact, and is this
happening routinely across the state?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Mental Health, the Honourable Martin Foley.
There is an urgent need for youth mental health and suicide prevention services in rural Victoria. DHHS, in
2017, invested in a two-year, independent evaluation of Live4Life in Benalla and the Glenelg shire. This
confirmed the impact and effectiveness of the Live4Life model.
Sadly, suicide accounts for 40 per cent of all deaths for young Australians aged 15 to 24 years according to
Live4Life, and the rate is 41 per cent higher in rural and regional communities than in urban areas. Live4Life
is currently underway in six rural shires in Victoria, with nearly 20 more rural communities eager to
implement Live4Life. Local communities, including those in Western Victoria, directly invest in the health
and wellbeing of their young people. But they can’t do this alone.
Can the minister provide any insight into what steps the Andrews government has taken, or is willing to take,
to join Live4Life to co-fund them to help deliver this important and urgent work?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and comes from
a number of concerned flying fox advocates in my electorate.
Recently it was brought to my attention that Colac Otway Shire received a permit to forcibly remove
threatened grey-headed flying foxes from their botanic gardens.
Flying foxes are a vital pollinating species, playing an important role in the health of our environment. Their
role in the gardens is a positive one. It is their home, and they should be allowed to stay.
There is also overwhelming evidence to show that dispersal programs are a waste of money and do not work.
Many bats end up in an unanticipated location, often resulting in unwanted human interaction or requiring
wildlife rescue assistance.
Further, the council’s permit requirements state that no dispersal activities can occur when bats are heavily
pregnant. However, recent evidence of grey-headed flying foxes coming into care—via licenced shelter
operators—indicates that adult females of the species can already be considered ‘heavily pregnant’. This has
been confirmed by vets.
In light of this information, why is the minister allowing the forced eviction to proceed?
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WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
My constituency question is directed to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and
Minister for Solar Homes, the Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio MP.
My question relates to the minister’s portfolio responsibilities for Solar Homes.
The Victorian government has expanded the Solar Homes program so more renters and landlords across the
state can access affordable rooftop energy with a Solar Homes rebate.
Eligible landlords can apply for an interest-free loan in addition to the existing rebate available, encouraging
more solar installations that benefit renters.
Landlords can apply and pay for the entire solar system themselves, or work with their renters for a loan
repayment co-contribution of up to $19.27 a month.
More than 550 rental households across Victoria have benefitted from the Solar Homes program so far.
With so many Victorians currently working and studying from home and using more energy during the day,
rooftop solar helps keep energy costs down, even in winter.
My question to the minister is: can the minister advise the number of rebates available to the constituents in
my area of Western Metropolitan Region?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
My constituency question is directed to the Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister
for Youth Justice and Minister for Victim Support, the Honourable Natalie Hutchins MP.
My question relates to the minister’s portfolio responsibilities for crime prevention.
Pasifika young people and their families in the west will have access to more support following a funding
boost from the Victorian government.
A funding of $400 000 in two programs has been announced, aimed at providing early interventions and
mentoring for Pasifika young people in Brimbank.
Under the investment, $200 000 will go towards the Pasifika Thrive program, which will be delivered in
collaboration with local schools to provide early intervention mentoring for young people.
The remaining $200 000 will be allocated to the Village Response Plan program, led by Charis Mentoring
and community partners, who support Pasifika young people who have had contact with the justice system,
and to help reduce reoffending.
These initiatives will increase resilience and build on the strengths of young people from Pasifika and African
backgrounds.
My question to the minister is: can the minister advise how these programs will benefit the constituents in my
area of Western Metropolitan Region?

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My constituency question is for the attention of the Minister for Agriculture and relates to the lack of
commercial firewood in my electorate.
Eastern Victoria firewood merchants and timber harvesters are alarmed at a shortage of firewood, with
reserves at or close to zero.
Constituents identify that there are multiple issues relating to the lack of firewood resource in Gippsland.
Lack of timber harvesting after the bushfires is a major reason for the current firewood shortage, coupled with
the fact that more people are staying at home under COVID restrictions burning wood fuel to keep warm
during winter.
Many people don’t have capacity to collect firewood, and despite significant demand from locals there are
insufficient commercial quantities.
With industry uncertainty there is no incentive to invest in firewood processing equipment or infrastructure.
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There is a clear message that firewood merchants require increased supply to overcome the current shortages,
but a longer-term strategy is vital to meet the needs of households and families.
Minister, what is your immediate, medium- and long-term strategy to meet public demand for commercial
firewood?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My question is for the Minister for Health.
I have recently been contacted by a very upset business owner who is leasing a building which has previously
had a leaky roof.
The constituent is concerned that their property is being damaged by water coming in, including carpets and
equipment.
The current public health orders suggest that they could attend the property for urgent repairs, but when
contacting Business Victoria, they were told they risked a $99 000 fine if they checked whether urgent repairs
were required.
My question to the minister is: can commercial tenants attend properties for inspections and maintenance,
even if the distance exceeds 5 kilometres?

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan)
My question is for the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers in the other house and it relates to carers
during stage 4 lockdowns. My office recently received a call from a distraught mother of an adult son with
autism. This mother works in aged care and relies heavily on an NDIS support worker to care for her son.
When her son becomes agitated, the only way to calm him down is to go for a drive. With the current
restrictions, being caught up in the house, these drives are her only respite. My constituent recently received
a call from her son’s support worker saying she couldn’t come and drive her son because she was worried she
would be pulled over and fined. She was devastated. Other constituents continue to tell me they are receiving
conflicting advice from government agencies. Can the minister confirm that all NDIS support workers can
continue to provide care for the health and wellbeing of disabled persons? And if so, what will he do to deal
with the current confusion?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Child Protection.
Once again my office has been contacted regarding the removal of face-to-face visitation rights under COVID
stage 3 restrictions.
Children in the care of the Department of Health and Human Services are being denied the right to see their
parents.
Children of separated parents can have access to visit and travel between both parents under COVID
restrictions.
Yet children in the care of DHHS have had their court-ordered face-to-face visitation rights removed.
Surely the mental health and wellbeing of families deserve the utmost consideration.
Regular contact between children and parents should be at the heart of every decision.
When will our most vulnerable children and their families be shown compassion under these restrictions and
be allowed to enjoy face-to-face visits?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My question is for the Minister for Health.
I was contacted by a constituent, concerned when he heard a story of a woman who gave birth in late June.
Her partner was only able to visit her and her newborn baby for 2 hours a day in hospital. His partner is due
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to give birth mid-October and he is worried about the impact these hospital restrictions will have on parents
mental health.
A study by the AIHW cites one in five mothers, or a represented 111 000 mothers [1], along with one in
10 fathers, will experience postnatal depression.
The Healthdirect website states that most parents will be able to get through postnatal depression with ‘the
support of your partner, family and friends’ [2].
Will you revise these directions and allow for partners to spend longer than 2 hours a day together in hospital
after they have given birth?
[1] https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/primary-health-care/perinatal-depression-data-from-the-2010australia/contents/summary
[2] https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/postnatal-depression

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
My question is for the Minister for Education. The Victorian government is investing almost $5 billion over
10 years so that children across the state will have access to two years of funded kindergarten programs.
I ask the Minister for Education in the other place to update me on information on the infrastructure projects
that will be needed to facilitate the added demand on local preschools in the Eastern Metropolitan Region.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister Allan.
Several constituents of mine have contacted me to tell me about the horrendous noise created by the Level
Crossing Removal Project in the early hours of the morning.
I understand the government is looking to stimulate the economy by pushing these projects 24/7 and has
offered relocation housing to nearby residents.
The biggest contributors to the noise are the pile drivers that operate throughout the night. Has the government
considered stopping the use of these machines after 10.00 pm to ensure nearby residents can sleep?

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Ben Carroll.
For young people in country Victoria, getting your Ls is a rite of passage and a logistical necessity.
With the ongoing cancellation and suspension of L-plate testing appointments, my constituent is concerned
that young people will struggle to meet their 120 hours of practice. In turn, this will affect their ability to
obtain their drivers licence at the age of 18.
Unlike Melbourne, where there are endless options to get from A to B, a drivers licence is crucial for young
people in Gippsland where public transport is limited.
So my question to the minister is: will you commit as a matter of urgency to moving the learner driver test
online to ensure that young people in the Gippsland region are not disadvantaged?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Premier, and concerns his recent insistence that the AFL Grand Final
public holiday will take place this year, regardless of the location of the final, or the continuing lockdown.
Many people in Western Victoria Region are already horrified by the economic devastation lockdown has
caused, by the businesses bankrupted and the livelihoods lost. While recognising the necessity of some
economic support and stimulus, they look with horror at the collapsing tax revenues and ballooning debt
Victoria faces.
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Your glib statement that ‘it is about working to live, not living to work’ provides no reassurance to those
outside of the taxpayer-financed public sector, who see a direct correlation between the work they do and the
economic activity that generates wealth for our economy.
Why have it now, when we cannot afford it and cannot celebrate it? In this time of modelling and evidencebased responses, I ask the Premier just how much will his latest attempt to bribe the electorate end up costing
the Victorian people?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Treasurer, and concerns the catastrophic figures released in today’s
August Sensis Business Index. More than 54 per cent of businesses in Melbourne expect a damaging decrease
in profitability over the next three months, exactly twice the 27 per cent of Sydney businesses which expect
the same.
Forty-nine per cent of all those surveyed in hospitality and accommodation declared the lockdown had had a
‘severe impact’ on their business, with 35 per cent laying off staff. Across all sectors, 38 per cent of
Melbourne businesses are either ‘fairly worried’ or ‘extremely worried’, with 13 per cent expecting to go out
of business within 12 months.
My constituents are rightly afraid of the knock-on effects outside the tram tracks, even without any further
regional lockdown—already 5 per cent don’t believe they will last the next year. Business has borne the brunt
of the government’s COVID response, and so my question to the Treasurer is: what fundamental changes
will you make to rebuild the damage done, rebalance the sacrifice made and allow enterprise to thrive in
Victoria?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Treasurer, and concerns the Business Support Fund designed to assist
those operations forced to close by the current COVID lockdown. My constituent in Ballarat runs a group
fitness studio, and employs a number of staff who all teach only a small number of hours per week—
secondary to full-time employment elsewhere.
The Business Support Fund eligibility criteria include participation in the JobKeeper scheme, for which my
constituent is—quite rightly in his view and mine—not eligible. Yet this also precludes him from the Business
Support Fund grant, which would defray rent, rates, utilities and other non-payroll costs which have remained
constant despite the gym’s reduced cashflow.
This cliff-face approach to business support threatens viable businesses with closure, when almost identical
neighbouring employers may get full grants. If the aim is to support business, Treasurer, not to create
inflexible bureaucracy, is there any room—avenue—to seek discretionary review in such cases?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Prevention of Family Violence.
Given the additional constraints placed on the already hardworking family violence services in my electorate
of Western Metropolitan Region to continue to deliver support where it’s needed while complying with
physical distancing rules, it is more important than ever that they have the resources they need.
How is the government ensuring these providers have support to deal with demand from the pandemic and
managing stay at home restrictions?

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, I wrote to you on 29 July after being contacted by a constituent concerned about the possible closure
of the after-hours service at the Pakenham Superclinic, which services many of the residents in Pakenham
and the surrounding areas. Since then, I have received further representations regarding this issue from other
constituents.
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The clinic has advised the date and details of the proposed closure of after-hours medical treatment at the
clinic is scheduled to take place from 28 August, however, this and further details have not been finalised due
to the clinic not having, or able to access, suitably qualified medical staff.
Pakenham is located in the shire of Cardinia, which forms part of the rapidly expanding south-east growth
corridor. Having enough doctors to keep an after-hours clinic open is vital for this community, particularly at
this time.
My question is therefore: what is the Victorian government doing to ensure there are enough doctors and
healthcare professionals in this fast-growing area at this difficult time?

Mr Ondarchie: On a point of order, Acting President, I draw your attention to standing orders
regarding response times to constituency questions, and I note for the record that a question that I
asked of the Minister for Health on 17 March 2020, 154 days ago, has not been responded to, as well
as a question I asked of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services on 2 June, 77 days ago, and
one on 16 June to the Minister for Mental Health, 63 days ago. I draw them to your attention, and I
am wondering where those answers are.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Thank you, Mr Ondarchie. I agree with your point
of order, but unfortunately the Chair cannot do much about forcing ministers to respond. The 14 days
is correct; you have made your point.
Petitions
Following petition presented to house:
COVID-19
Legislative Council Electronic Petition
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
ridiculousness of any decision to return to face-to-face learning for Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
students, after stage 4 restrictions are lifted, if all other students are allowed to continue learning remotely.
VCE students are not immune to COVID-19, there are many cases reported of students being infected.
Consequently, there are reported cases of families becoming infected with COVID-19 due to students
attending schools where COVID-19 positive cases have been identified. This exposure puts students’ families
at risk of infection, especially those vulnerable family members, such as grandparents living in the same
household and other family members with pre-existing health issues. Teachers who are teaching VCE
students are also put at risk of having or carrying COVID-19.
VCE is important, however the lives of Victorians are more important. VCE students, their teachers, and
families are exposed to greater risk of COVID-19 and therefore are being discriminated against as they are
treated differently from other Victorians.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Department of Education and
Training and the Department of Health and Human Services to take action to eliminate the potential risk of
exposure to COVID-19 by continuing remote learning for all students, including VCE students, after the
stage 4restrictions are lifted, until the threat of COVID-19 has passed completely and it is safe for students to
return to face-to-face learning.

By Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (20 signatures).
Laid on table.
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Bills
STATE TAXATION ACTS AMENDMENT (REDRESS SCHEME) BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14:06): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend
various state taxation acts in relation to the national redress scheme for institutional child sex abuse,
and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ms PATTEN: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM AMENDMENT (SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT)
BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14:07): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend the
Education and Training Reform Act 2006 in relation to the power of school councils to employ certain
staff and for other purposes, and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ms PATTEN: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET
Victorian Government Response to Review of the Family Violence Information Sharing Legislative
Scheme
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (14:08): I move, by leave:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the Victorian Government Response to Review of the Family
Violence Information Sharing Legislative Scheme.

Motion agreed to.
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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Conduct of the 2018 Victorian State Election
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:09): Pursuant to section 35 of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003, I lay on the table the report Inquiry into the Conduct of the 2018
Victorian State Election, including an appendix and a minority report. I further present transcripts of
evidence, and I move:
That the transcripts of evidence lie on the table and the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Mr TARLAMIS: I move:
That the Council take note of the report.

In presenting this report it is important to state for the record that there is much to be proud of in
Victoria’s electoral system and, further, that the Victorian Electoral Commission has an excellent
reputation for the way in which it delivers elections. However, there are some issues that the VEC has
been tackling for some time where new approaches may be required as well as some new emerging
challenges. The committee has made 49 recommendations following an inquiry that attracted
106 submissions and held 13 public hearings and two community forums. On behalf of the committee
I would like to thank all those who participated in this inquiry, sharing their experiences and expertise,
thereby ensuring that we were able to make informed recommendations with the aim of further
improving our electoral processes.
I would like to thank my fellow committee members who participated in this inquiry: deputy chair
Bev McArthur, Lizzie Blandthorn, Katie Hall, Wendy Lovell, Andy Meddick, Cesar Melhem, Tim
Read, Tim Quilty and Matthew Guy, as well as former committee members Ros Spence and Bruce
Atkinson. Their collegiate deliberations and shared insights were invaluable in finalising such a
comprehensive report with an agreed suite of recommendations. I make a special acknowledgement
of Ros Spence, who was the previous chair for the period when the majority of the inquiry was
conducted.
In this inquiry the committee considered whether the 2018 election was inclusive, trustworthy,
transparent and competitive, and I will highlight some recommendations and findings. Overall the
committee did not find any evidence causing it to doubt the results of the 2018 election and found no
evidence of deliberate fraud, interference or significant counting errors. Further, it found the VEC had
met legislative requirements. Whilst the committee found that more Victorians are enrolled to vote,
especially as a result of direct enrolment, less Victorians participated in elections. In fact it was the
lowest turnout in three-quarters of a century, with almost one in 10 enrolled voters not participating.
This is particularly understood in the context that satisfaction with democracy was down to 59 per cent
in 2019, 27 per cent lower in just 12 years. These numbers should give everyone pause for thought, as
we all have an obligation to respond to the challenges of what I believe is a deficit in trust. We must
all do what we can to improve these numbers and invest in our understanding of why potential voters
are not participating. It is not a challenge just for the VEC or this Parliament alone but for every one
of us in terms of how we conduct ourselves each and every day.
It is worth noting that younger people continue to enrol at a lower rate. It is important that the VEC
set targets on enrolment and track progress against these targets to monitor improvements. Young
voters and voters from CALD communities is an area that the committee considered in great detail. It
is also worth noting that younger voters consistently have been voting at a lower turnout. The VEC
acknowledges that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander advisory group has not been meeting its
objectives, and I hope that the firm effort indicated by the VEC to address this issue is successful.
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In relation to voting venues, the committee recommended changes to the location of a number of
voting and early voting centres, the consideration of early mobile voting centres in rural and regional
areas and the performance targets related to assisted wheelchair-access voting centres to better cater
for community needs. The 2018 change to the Electoral Act 2002 in relation to postal voting was
intended to ensure only the VEC could distribute postal vote applications, and the committee calls for
further amendments to the Electoral Act to ensure this occurs. While we saw a decrease in postal votes
at the election, the majority of requests are now being received online.
Transparency is at the heart of our election processes, and the committee has recommended the
publishing of more election data and explanations to ensure better transparency and accountability.
The committee also noted the continued rise in early voting and recommended an increase in the hours
and the retention of the two-week voting period. Other elements of transparency relate to the
registering of how-to-vote cards and the notification procedures for recounts, and the committee
recommended that changes ensure that the issues that occurred are not repeated in 2022.
Voters, candidates and their supporters have felt that there is a level of unruliness around polling
venues, and the committee has recommended that the VEC improve processes for managing conflicts
between campaigners to help things run more smoothly. The committee has also recommended
clarification of the rules around political signage at voting centres. The committee also noted that the
VEC faces a massive task of staffing at elections, with over 20 000 casual staff recruited during the
election period. However, the committee suggested that there is scope for improvements in the training
of election officials.
The committee’s final recommendation on upper house electoral reform is that the matter should be
considered very carefully as part of a separate inquiry so as to allow appropriate focus on such an
important issue.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge and thank the committee secretariat: Christopher Gribbin, Joel
Hallinan, Maria Marasco and Bernadette Pendergast.
The 49 recommendations we have made will help ensure that our electoral system remains transparent,
inclusive and competitive so that the will of the community continues to be what determines our
election results. I commend the report.
Motion agreed to.
Papers
AUDITOR-GENERAL
Rehabilitating Mines
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 59(4)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s report Rehabilitating Mines: August 2020.
Management of the Student Resource Package
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 59(4)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s report Management of the Student Resource Package: August 2020.
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Emergency Management Act 1986—Report to Parliament on the declaration of the State of Disaster, pursuant
to section 23(7) of the Act.
Family Violence Protection Act 2008—Review of the Family Violence Information Sharing Legislative
Scheme, Final Report, 30 May 2020, pursuant to section 144S of the Act.
Members of Parliament (Standards) Act 1978—Register of Interests—Returns submitted by Members of the
Legislative Council—Ordinary Returns, 28 July 2020 (Ordered to be published).
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Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes—
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme—Amendment C250.
Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendment C119.
Melton Planning Scheme—Amendment C221.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendment C163.
South Gippsland Planning Scheme—Amendment C115.
Stonnington Planning Scheme—Amendment C306.
Victoria Planning Provisions—Amendment VC176.
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendments C183 and C194.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—Report to Parliament on the Extension of the Declaration of the State
of Emergency, pursuant to section 198(8) of the Act.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—No. 80.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—No. 79.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 50, 76, 80
and 81.
Surveyor-General—Report on the administration of the Survey Co-ordination Act 1958, 2019–20.
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003—Inspection Report by the Victorian Inspectorate on Victoria
Police records inspected in March 2020.
Wrongs Act 1958—Scale of Fees and Costs for Referrals of Medical Questions to Medical Panels, dated
25 June 2020 (Gazette No. S318, 30 June 2020).

Business of the house
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS
Notices given.
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14:18): I will read this motion so
that people hear it. They will have different views about parts of it, but we will have a very brief
discussion. I move, by leave:
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to allow the following temporary
order to come into effect immediately and remain in place until 31 December 2020:
1.

COVID-19 meeting
(1) If, on a Tuesday, the Council, for any reason, will not meet in the Chamber in the usual manner
for the ordinary routine of business for at least 10 calendar days, the President shall chair a
COVID-19 meeting of the Council.
(2) A COVID-19 meeting may not take place in a week when a gazetted public holiday occurs.
(3) A COVID-19 meeting is a combination of a quorum of members physically present at
Parliament House and additional members participating in proceedings via audio-visual link.
(4) A COVID-19 meeting will commence at 12.00 noon and shall be considered an official
proceeding of the Council for all purposes.
(5) Where no Government or General Business occurs at a COVID-19 meeting, it will not be
considered a ‘sitting day’ for the purposes of determining statutory requirements.
(6) The President will advise all Members of the COVID-19 meeting no later than 2.00 p.m. on
the preceding Monday and the Clerk shall make a Notice Paper and Daily Business Program
available to all Members at the same time.
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(7) The Chair will commence proceedings when a quorum is present in the Chamber. In relation
to Members participating via audio-visual link, the Chair must be satisfied that the audiovisual link is of sufficient quality to—
(a) verify the identity of the Member attending via the link; and
(b) enable meaningful participation in the meeting by that Member.
(8) In relation to Members’ Statements, Constituency Questions and Adjournment matters,
Members may either—
(a) contribute to the item by seeking the call; or
(b) provide their contribution electronically to the Clerk (by email to
council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the adjournment of the House for incorporation in
Hansard.
(9) In relation to material submitted for incorporation in Hansard—
(a) the Clerk may only accept a total of 40 Members’ Statements, either delivered verbally
or submitted for incorporation and no one Member may make more than three statements;
(b) the Clerk may only accept a total of 45 Constituency Questions, either delivered verbally
or submitted for incorporation and no one Member may ask more than three questions;
(c) the House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred.
(d) the content is subject to the Hansard editorial policy; and
(e) If any submitted material contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the
rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended before
it is published.
(10) No motions (except those outlined in paragraphs (12) and (13)), debate or voting will be
permitted at a COVID-19 meeting.
(11) A Member may raise a point of order via email with the President up to two hours after an
answer has been given in the House by a Minister to a question without notice in relation to
the determination that the Minister provide a written response pursuant to Standing
Order 8.07. The President will make a ruling by return email to all Members accordingly and
if a response is ordered, this will be included in the Minutes of the Proceedings.
(12) In relation to motions—
(a) a Member may provide notice of any motion to the Clerk by 10.00 a.m. on the Monday
preceding the COVID-19 meeting. The Clerk will circulate notices to all Members at
least 24 hours prior to the COVID-19 meeting;
(b) a Member seeks leave for a motion to be moved and agreed to without debate when
providing it to the Clerk for circulation;
(c) any Member may deny leave by doing so in writing to the Clerk prior 11.30 a.m. on the
day of the COVID-meeting; and
(d) the President will report the motions agreed to and the content of these will be included
in the Minutes of the Proceedings.
(13) In relation to Government Bills—
(a) a Minister may provide notice of any Bill they intend to introduce, first read and second
read to the Clerk by 10.00 a.m. on the Monday preceding the COVID-19 meeting. The
Clerk will circulate notice of any Bills to all Members at least 24 hours prior to the
COVID-19 meeting;
(b) a Minister seeks leave to move these questions on a Bill and have them be agreed to
(without debate, other than the Minister’s second reading speech) when providing it to
the Clerk for circulation;
(c) no second reading contributions other than the Minister’s second reading speech are
permitted at a COVID-19 meeting;
(d) any Member may notify the Clerk that they do not grant leave for any of these questions
on a Bill to be moved; and
(e) if leave is not denied, a Minister may move to introduce, first read and second read a Bill.
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(14) The Order of Business will be—
Prayer and Acknowledgement of Country
Papers
Questions
Answers to Questions on Notice
Members may seek an explanation for questions on notice not answered after 30 days
(no motion to take note of the explanation is permitted to be moved)
Constituency Questions (up to 45 questions)
Members’ statements (up to 40 statements)
Government Business motions (circulated, by leave, prior to the meeting)
General Business motions (circulated, by leave, prior to the meeting)
Government Bills (notice of intention circulated to move to introduce, first read and
second read, by leave, prior to the meeting)
Business of the House—the President shall set a day and hour of the next ordinary
meeting of the Council
Adjournment.

That is a long bit of sessional orders, but let me just strip it down. I will be brief because I am conscious
of the hour and I am conscious that people do not want long debates on this matter. But I just want to
indicate the purpose of putting that forward. A version of this went to the President for discussion and
to a number of others a few days ago. The point here is that we are in a position where the chamber
cannot easily discharge its normal business fairly because a number of country members, because of
the chief health officer’s orders and directions as it were—and these are not determinative suggestions
by the chief health officer—and in the circumstances more broadly, are unable to be in the chamber.
We need to have, in my view, normal sittings as much as possible, normal procedures, normal
arrangements in place. I prefer that, and I think most people in this chamber actually do. Government
business is important. Non-government business is important too. Equally we are in a very unusual
zone, and some have suggested that this could be a more permanent order if you called it an emergency
sitting of some type. I am perfectly open to those discussions, but this is a place to start those
discussions.
What this would effectively do is it would not see votes in the chamber. It would not see the movement
of significant government business beyond the introduction of bills. It would not see the discharge of
significant opposition business or general business beyond perhaps the introduction of motions or the
by-leave provisions that have been inserted in that, which would enable, for example, changes of
orders by agreement of all in the chamber—so effectively by leave is the way it would work. But what
this would do is enable scrutiny of government and accountability of government in this time of high
need for the community. It would mean that every single member of the chamber could contribute
safely either here as part of the quorum or indeed by remote, and it would see adjournments, it would
see constituency questions, it would see members statements, it would see formal business and,
importantly, questions without notice as part of the arrangements.
This is a very important set of arrangements. It is a very important set of principles to say that, where
there is a significant health emergency of this type, we need to have ongoing continuing scrutiny, and
that is what this would provide. It would ensure that the government was held accountable. I accept
the points that some make that this does not solve every problem; it only solves a number of those
problems. Mr Quilty and others have made points about voting, and I understand exactly the position
that they are coming from. I think many in our party are nervous about voting by distance like that
because there are issues of assurance and so forth, and there are also potentially legal issues in being
assured about the nature of votes and the veracity of votes.
So I put those things on record. We are not opposed to broader discussions, but this is a starting point
for those discussions. It means that as a fallback this is a modest proposal in and of itself. It means that
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the chamber could meet to do its scrutiny tasks regularly—weekly. There would be a question time,
there would be adjournments, there would be all of those important opportunities. There would not be
votes and there would not be bills passed through the chamber. Some would like to add more, as I say,
and they are legitimate debates, but this is a baseline model that could be agreed on, in my view, by
all in the chamber, and we could over time consider what other modifications we would want to make.
The government has said it wants to have a working party. I put on record that, yes, the President has
asked for a working party and, yes, we are prepared to collaborate on that. However, I do want to put
on record the significance of this chamber and the exclusive cognisance, to use the phrase. We do not
want to see this chamber treated as second fiddle and have the tail of the dog, as it were, wagged from
the Assembly. This chamber has its own role. It is a house of review, it is a house of scrutiny, and we
must be prepared to put those points very strongly.
Whilst we are happy to work on the audiovisual technology and happy to discuss safety procedures in
the chamber, we are not happy to have the Assembly call the shots and we are not happy to have the
government call the shots. This is a matter for all members of Parliament. I step back to 1689 and
article 9 of the Bill of Rights and parliamentary privilege. It is incredibly important that members of
Parliament can attend and contribute and actually hold governments to account, and any interference
in that process is a risk to democracy. So let us be sensible about this. Let us think about health aspects
but at the same time let us be prepared to innovate somewhat so that scrutiny can occur, and let us be
prepared to discuss other matters in the longer haul as well.
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (14:29): I move an amendment to this motion:
After the final paragraph, insert the following temporary orders:
“2. Remote participation
(1) Any Member may request the permission of the President to attend the sitting of the House
via audio-visual link.
(2) The President will grant permission for a Member to attend the sitting of the House via audiovisual link where the President believes there are sufficient grounds to do so.
(3) The Chair must be satisfied that the audio-visual link is of sufficient quality to—
(a) verify the identity of the Member attending via the link; and
(b) enable meaningful participation in the sitting by that Member.
(4) A Member attending the sitting of the House via audio-visual link will be permitted to
contribute to all items of business scheduled during that sitting day by either—
(a) speaking to the item when they have the call; or
(b) providing their contribution electronically to the Clerk (by email to
council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the adjournment of the House for incorporation in
Hansard.
(5) In relation to material submitted for incorporation in Hansard—
(a) the House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred;
(b) all incorporated material to be published in Hansard is subject to the Hansard editorial
policy; and
(c) if any submitted incorporated material contains unbecoming expressions or does not
comply with the rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or
amended before it is published.
3.

Remote voting
In addition to existing temporary arrangements for divisions, Members participating remotely
when a question is put—
(1) may voice their vote with the Ayes or the Noes and call for a division, where applicable; and
(2) must vote in a division if they are connected to the proceedings by audio-visual link; and
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(3) will be counted in a division by physically standing when requested to do so by the Chair for
the ‘Ayes’ or ‘Noes’. The Chair will ask any Member voting in this manner to confirm their
vote verbally at the time of counting.”.

I will speak to that. Parliament is an essential check on government. When the government has
assumed extraordinary powers, it is much more important for the Parliament to sit to scrutinise the use
of those powers. Today the opposition and the crossbench are petitioning our government to continue
to operate Parliament. Our entire state has been told that it must work from home, but the government
feels that this Parliament is an exception. There are some technological challenges to overcome, but
they are nothing new. It has been 50 years since we put a man on the moon; running a Parliament
remotely is easy. Requiring members to always be physically present is not just a COVID-19 problem.
This year several parliamentarians have had a newborn while in office. Life happens, and it is not that
difficult to accommodate it. Parliament should sit in person when possible but should reserve the
capability to sit remotely when necessary.
We are not asking anything of this government that is not also being asked of every Victorian. When
I told the Northern Victoria community I was coming down to Melbourne for Parliament for the last
sitting, the number one response I got was, ‘Why can’t you do it remotely? We all are’. Why not
indeed? Because the government has not bothered to put the process in place, and the opposition has
gone along with that. Every business able to work remotely has been asked to do so. Despite the
challenges, Victorians have set up their home offices and shifted to Zoom meetings and conference
calls. It is not too much to ask that the Parliament do the same.
Our job in this place is to ensure that voices of constituents are heard, to ensure that government is
doing what it has been asked to do by the people. The continued operation of Parliament is a
recognition that in a democracy the people are in charge. Instead, this government has done what it
can to obstruct democracy. Members of the crossbench have been kept in the dark about sitting
arrangements. We have been chided for doing the work that we have been elected to do.
The government has pretended that parliamentarians are in the wrong for attending against the advice
of the chief health officer—advice which is counter to the CHO’s advice to many other workers who
are travelling to and from Melbourne but that does suit the government fine. If attending Parliament is
dangerous, the solution is to implement remote sittings, not seize the opportunity to operate without
overview, to prevent your political opponents from doing their job. This crossbench has been elected
because a third of Victorians do not trust the two major parties. We are not here to represent the chief
health officer; we are here to represent our constituents. Instead of trying to accommodate democracy,
this government is trying to stifle it.
Aside from making no effort to enable Parliament to run remotely, this government has required
regional MPs to quarantine after travelling to Melbourne, has truncated sitting weeks to a single day
and has made it standard practice to give less than a day’s notice for changes to the sitting schedule.
That is not the behaviour of a government that believes in democracy. This government has
demonstrated it has no interest in the democratic process or in governing by consent. They have used
back-to-back declarations of emergency and disaster to exercise an unprecedented level of control
over Victorians. I am not alone in thinking that these lockdowns are excessive. I do not see the value
in a curfew. I do not see the value in the strict border closure or in locking down regional areas where
there is no virus, and I do not see the value in denying access to bushland and closing the national parks.
The government has used fear and force to implement COVID restrictions when other countries have
proved that is not necessary—choice, not force; persuasion, not force. You do not need the police to
force people to do things if you tell them it is a good idea. Now more than ever we need our Parliament
to hold our government to account. We need our government to govern by consent, not by fiat and not
by decree.
We have only two options. Either MPs continue to attend Parliament and continue to risk bringing
COVID to their electorates, or we work out how to run the Parliament remotely. To that end, I have
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drafted these temporary changes to the standing orders that will allow parliamentarians to do their job
remotely. There might be constitutional issues—yes, there might. There is only one way we are going
to find out if there are not, and that is to pass these orders and then, if necessary, test them. But we
cannot sit around and wait to see if it will naturally resolve itself. If there is a constitutional problem,
it must go to the court to be solved.
I hear the government say they would like to pass something at the next sitting, when they have sorted
out the issue. They will make regional MPs travel a third time to Parliament to pass orders so that they
do not have to travel to Parliament. It does not just make a mockery of the chief health officer’s advice;
it is ludicrous. This should have been passed last sitting, not kicked down the road again today. The
government could have done this, but it chose not to. I ask the people of Victoria to reflect on this fact.
Why does the government choose to shut the Parliament, to shut down scrutiny, instead of allowing
MPs to sit remotely? I commend the amendment to the house.
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (14:37): I rise to speak on this motion of Mr Davis and
Mr Quilty’s amendment. I support the intention of Mr Davis’s motion. I do think it is very important
for the Parliament to sit, and I do believe in the sovereignty of Parliament—that the government is
drawn from the Parliament and not vice versa. It is very important for Parliament to sit, particularly
through this pandemic, when we are in a state of emergency and even a state of disaster, which gives
the government surprisingly wide-ranging powers. It is very important that we have parliamentary
oversight during this time, and I think that that is our duty to the public that elects us to do this.
It worries me that phrases have been used in terms of accusations of grandstanding and being
champions of democracy or acting as champions of democracy. We all should be champions of
democracy. That is our job as parliamentarians. No matter what party we belong to, that is our prime
job and that is our responsibility to the public. I think in that case it makes parliamentarians essential
workers of the prime order, in a way. I know that there are other essential workers. Of course medical
people and the supermarkets and maybe even the construction industry and tradespeople are
considered essential. Parliamentarians are essential workers too, in that it is our job to scrutinise the
actions of the government, to pass essential legislation and even to disallow unjust regulations. These
are all important functions of the Parliament, so I think it is absolutely important that the Parliament
continues to sit.
Unfortunately it is very hard to set things in stone at this time because no-one really can predict how
the virus is going to respond—whether it is going to get worse or it is going to get better in the
forthcoming months—but we have got to be able to be flexible enough to deal with that. The
Parliament has got to be able to sit, whether it gets worse or whether it gets better. It is just not good
enough for the Parliament to be hanging week by week to hear at the last minute whether we are going
to be able to sit or what conditions are going to be placed on our sitting by the government or that we
have got to respond to.
It is important to take advice from the chief health officer, but the Parliament really needs to take that
advice on board and consider the state of health and the immediate dangers that would be presented
by attending Parliament. But that is for each member to really work out for themselves. It is the right
of the members to sit. It is their responsibility, and I know that they put that at the forefront of their
minds. I have found in talking to my crossbench fellows that they all think that sitting is very important.
There are some crossbenchers who do side more with the government when it comes to passing bills,
but on this they seem to be of one voice: Parliament must sit. We fortunately find the opposition are
of the same opinion.
That being said, I do support what the government is also saying. The government wants to sit; the
government wants Parliament to sit. That is what they are working towards. It only worries me that
this has been so slow in coming about. Really the government could have been doing a lot more to
help the Parliament sit rather than trying to find reasons why it should not sit. I was really worried
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about the Minister for Health’s contribution, making it sound like it is wrong for the Parliament to sit
and that we really should be doing what the government says. That worries me.
As to Mr Quilty’s motion about the technology, I think this is something that we should have been
investigating miles before today. The British Parliament has been debating and voting by remote
measures, and they have survived it so far. I think that the Victorian Parliament really could have been
moving down this direction, investigating and implementing it. We will hopefully have technological
contact with members who do not feel able to attend for whatever reasons next sitting date. Let us
hope that they can attend by Zoom or Teams or whatever technological method is devised. Hopefully
that is up and running by the next time we sit. As to voting, I think we have called on the clerks to
provide us with a legal opinion before that time. It is unfortunate; the government should have been
chasing this down weeks ago.
Mr Leane interjected.
Mr HAYES: I do believe so. Yes, I do think so, Mr Leane. I think that both looking at the
technology and getting a legal opinion on laws passed by technological means was not out of reach of
the government if they were really trying to help the Parliament sit. It worries me, because the lower
house is not sitting. The government does not seem to be keen on getting them to sit, and if they want
us to sit and perform our role, they could be doing more work in getting those things investigated.
I am also very concerned about us passing laws that could be challenged in the near future. I just feel
that if we did remotely connect the Parliament to all the members so that everyone could sit and vote
and contribute and we did pass laws and regulations that way, if there was a challenge—legitimately
or mischievously—brought against one decision that we made that way, all the legislation could well
be thrown into doubt for a considerable period of time. So I am not comfortable in supporting
Mr Quilty’s amendment at this stage, but I do want to see the working party or the advisory group or
whatever it is really focus its attention on trying to give us guidance and a set of standing orders that
we can work on in the future to enable us to get back to voting and, if it has to be by remote means, to
do so looking at the legal aspect and also looking at the security aspect of voting online. I am a
supporter of us moving to the remote technology; however, I do not feel I can support a motion to put
that in place at this stage.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (14:46): I have listened carefully to the contributions made around
the chamber today, not only in relation to Mr Davis’s substantive motion on the temporary orders but
also in relation to Mr Quilty’s proposed amendment. I would like to deal with the amendment put by
Mr Quilty in the first instance. In doing so I want to address a number of the areas that Mr Quilty has
identified as being relatively easy to address in allowing the Parliament to proceed with the benefit of
technology and to make decisions to pass legislation and to discharge its obligations under the
constitution and under other relevant statutes as the case may be. Mr Quilty has basically said that we
should just have a crack and, if anyone wants to challenge the constitutionality of any legislation
passed, then that should be something that occurs as a right after the fact.
Now, to the extent that that constitutes Mr Quilty’s view on how law should operate and how a system
of government and a parliamentary process should operate, we differ dramatically. There are very,
very clear rules that apply through the constitution of the state of Victoria and through the act which
gives it effect. It is unfortunate that not only does Mr Quilty not see fit to give the constitution its
relevant weight in this situation but also he thinks that much of the response in relation to the measures
taken to limit the risk of transmission across our communities and across the state has been overblown
or overstated. That speaks volumes perhaps to his position on the seriousness of the issues being
debated here and the measures being rolled out across the state.
Conversely, we saw from the crossbench Mr Hayes’s contribution on a desire to work methodically
through the issues and to give effect to a very clear desire for the Parliament to sit but also, to
paraphrase Mr Hayes’s contribution, to make sure that the foundation upon which the constitutionality
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of a parliamentary sitting in a modified form is established is, crucially, got right. It is crucial to do it
well and to do it thoroughly and properly in the interests of maintaining a rigour in decision-making
and in the interests of making sure that, with legislation passed in a modified setting, the rules that are
established and the decisions taken by this Parliament are not then subject to challenge down the track
because of a want of fulsome discharge of obligations.
Mr Davis’s motion in fact contains a number of elements which are very sound and diligent in their
rationale. They effectively seek to establish a process whereby the Parliament can work to ease access
to ensure that regional members who reside outside of stage 4 areas can participate in some modified
form in the working of the Parliament and that we do have the best effort possible going into being
dextrous in circumstances where the uncertainty of pandemic response has required us to be ever
aware of a changing direction or medical knowledge or epidemiological research that indicates a better
understanding of this virus as it moves through the community and in our capacity to ensure the best
possible buffers against transmission.
It will surprise a number of people to know that I agree with many of the concepts outlined by
Mr Davis in his motion. What we are doing as a Parliament with the benefit of advice and edicts from
the Presiding Officers is convening a working group of the Parliament which will contain members of
the government, the opposition and the crossbench from both houses to establish a proper process,
including with the benefit of legal advice on the constitutionality and the technical opportunities
afforded to modify sittings of the Parliament, in order to make sure that we are doing things properly,
that we are setting the scene for decisions that are taken with rigour and that we are doing so in a way
that involves and consults with people from all relevant quarters of the Parliament and both houses.
We cannot simply stand here as parliamentarians, despite what Mr Quilty may want, and argue that it
should be Mabo, the vibe and the constitution. This is not The Castle. This is not a question of just
making it up as you go along. I was not aware that Mr Quilty was a constitutional law expert, but
apparently he is aware of the elasticity by which the constitution may be applied. That is a view which
differs dramatically from the views expressed by various constitutional experts about how parliaments
can be convened, and it is one of the unfortunate complications in understanding the way in which
parliaments not just in this jurisdiction but around the world have had to modify the way in which they
operate in order to receive contributions and to gain access to members’ views and to their votes. We
have to ensure that proper process is afforded to those who wish to contribute and to represent the
communities that they were elected to give a presence to here in this chamber but also in the Assembly.
I also think it is worth giving a nod to Emmanuel Macron at this particular point in time. I mean I am
here agreeing with Mr Davis, so I might as well give a shout-out to the French President. He has been
on Twitter in recent times. He said, and this is in my inexcusably bad French, ‘Notre destin est
collectif’—our destiny is collective. In this regard we have had a collective—
I am sorry, Ms Crozier—shaking your head over there at the nature of collective importance in
decision-making—that that is something that you disagree with. What I would like to say is that we
have had best efforts in collective engagement with Mr Davis, with the crossbench, with those who
have got different priorities to make sure that we use technology to the best extent we can to make
sure that regional members can in fact attend the Parliament.
Ms Crozier: You’re here.
Ms SHING: I will take up that interjection, Ms Crozier, that I am here.
Ms Crozier: You don’t live in your electorate, do you?
Ms SHING: Ms Crozier is asking me if I live in my electorate. I am delighted to confirm to
Ms Crozier that I grew up in the electorate. I lived in the electorate before I was preselected.
Ms Crozier: Are you living there now?
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Ms SHING: I am sorry, Ms Crozier. Yes, absolutely, I am.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: No. Unfortunately Ms Crozier is not aware of the electoral boundaries that operate
across the state. It is an unfortunate indictment of her lack of understanding of the way in which the
boundaries operate, and she may wish to perhaps explain to her constituents why she has not brushed
up on the relevant boundaries as they apply in the upper house. It is unfortunate that again we see
today a very roughshod attempt by those opposite to play politics, a very flimsy attempt to denigrate
the work of the Parliament as it relates to joint parliamentary procedural matters. It has not been a good
day for Ms Crozier today. It has been one of those unfortunate Tuesdays, but what you are lucky to
know, Ms Crozier, is that there are many other people doing a lot of very positive work to try to
understand how we can preserve and uphold the capacity of this place to convene and to provide
democratic processes that we have already. Hansard, the staff here, are working assiduously to make
sure that contributions of members are reflected on the record—to make sure that members statements,
that adjournments, that constituency questions, that contributions are able to be reflected in the public
record and to stand the test of time in the same way that Hansard has done for hundreds of years.
We want to make sure that we get it right. Unlike a number of those opposite, we are intent upon doing
that properly, and I commend Mr Davis for the remarks that he has made in putting this motion, by
leave, to the house today. We again—to reiterate the points I made earlier—look forward to the
conversations that have begun already continuing with the benefit of the Presiding Officers and of
those who wish to make contributions about how in practical as well as technical terms we can ensure
that the best possible model of representation not only is achieved but is permissible within the
structure of the law as it operates.
So I thank everyone for being part of the debate and the discussion today to the extent that those
contributions have been useful—not necessarily a statement I would make across the board. I think
we have a lot of work to do to understand how parliaments can be modernised and how parliaments
can better reflect the communities which we represent. But for the constitution—that pesky, pesky
document—Mr Quilty, perhaps we would be able to be all remotely working from home in the same
way that the private sector does. Perhaps we would be able to have a greater degree of flexibility. But
when we do have a system which stands upon the bedrock of the Westminster system and the
Washminster hybrid that we have here, where we have a system of constitutionality that must be
complied with lest it lead to decisions which can be far too easily overturned to the great detriment of
citizens across the board, we must proceed carefully, we must proceed thoroughly and in our instance,
again as the French President has so beautifully put, we must act collectively.
I do not intend to interrogate the detail of the remote participation components of what Mr Quilty has
proposed or to go to the detail of remote voting, given that those issues do require attention from those
legal experts being engaged with the benefit of the Presiding Officers, the Parliament and the
government, but what I do wish to say is, to reflect upon the statements made by Mr Leane in putting
his contribution on the record today, that by agreement and following discussions with those around
the chamber the house will convene again in September. We need to make sure that to the best extent
we possibly can we are providing a measure of certainty, we are doing so in a thorough, measured and
careful way and we are doing so by reference to a greater degree of accessibility and opportunities to
improve the way in which parliaments operate into the future.
That ends my contribution, but at this particular point in time I would indicate that the government
does not think that Mr Davis’s motion should proceed until such time as that further work has been
undertaken, which is already occurring and occurring with the contribution of Mr Davis and other
colleagues from the coalition, and does not accept that Mr Quilty’s amendment, with the content that
it does have around remote participation and remote voting and with the remarks that he has made in
support of that amendment, should stand.
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The PRESIDENT: Mr Finn, there are only a few seconds left.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14:59): I understand, having listened to that. I am fond of
quoting Sir Robert Menzies when he told Andrew Peacock of his speech, ‘You could’ve cut that in
half, and it wouldn’t matter which half you cut’. I support the motion put forward by Mr Davis. I made
my view very clear previously that I support the Parliament sitting throughout this period. It concerns
me enormously, and in fact it terrified me yesterday—
The PRESIDENT: And I believe you made your point very clear, Mr Finn, but according to the
new temporary orders, I have to interrupt business.
Business interrupted pursuant to order of Council earlier this day.
Members statements
The following statements are incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day.
NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan)
This week we celebrate National Science Week.
This is not only an opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of Australian scientists and researchers to
the world of knowledge, but a week in which we seek to foster an interest in science among the general public
and encourage students to pursue the study of STEM.
We find ourselves in a time where breakthroughs in science and technology, particularly medical science, are
at the forefront of the public’s awareness.
This year’s Science Week is also a time to reflect on humanity’s incredible achievements, but more so, this
year in particular should highlight the incredible lengths that the science community go to in the search of
improving the lives of all people.
Indeed science can be observed in every facet of human existence, and as such we should strive to nurture an
interest and curiosity in the many wonders of science.
As an avid advocate and proponent of STEM education, I think it is of the utmost importance for the future
of our country that science, technology, engineering and maths are promoted in our schools.
I believe for STEM to thrive, it should be accessible and inclusive.
This is why a passion for science should be fostered in both young children and women and men.
We encourage people of all ages and genders to broaden their understanding of the world we live in, and all
that science could and has made possible.

WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan)
Seventy-five years ago on 15 August, Japan surrendered and brought about the end of WWII for
Australians—marking what is now known as Victory in the Pacific Day.
The 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War serves as an opportunity for all Australians to
pause, reflect and acknowledge the service and sacrifice of more than 39 000 who lost their lives, the 30 000
taken as prisoners of war and almost one million who made their contribution in service abroad and on the
home front.
At the beginning of 1945, Australians had been at war for over five years.
Australian men and women fought in campaigns against Germany and Italy in Europe, the Mediterranean
and North Africa, as well as against Japan in South-East Asia and across the Pacific.
The Dan Andrews Labor government has supported a program of virtual exhibitions, augmented reality
experiences and a special online ceremony.
Although we find ourselves subject to stage 4 restrictions on the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second
World War, Victorians are encouraged to commemorate the day and the service of WWII veterans at home
and abroad, from the comfort of their own homes.
We take this time to commemorate their sacrifice.
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The Australian cause endured and is indebted to those who fought and lost their lives on behalf of our country.
During these challenging and unprecedented times, the perseverance of those before us shall serve as a
reminder of the resilience and tenacity of the Australian people in the face of hardship.

JEFFREY KEEN
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
Members of this place will remember during my advocacy for the establishment of radiotherapy services in
Shepparton, I told of the personal journeys of many local cancer patients forced to travel long and painful
distances to receive life-saving treatment.
On 17 October 2017, I told the personal story of Jeffrey Keen and his wife, Cheryl. At that time, Jeffrey had
been diagnosed with lung cancer and subsequently travelled the 4-hour round trip to Albury four days a week
for five weeks to receive a 10-minute radiotherapy treatment.
Back then, Cheryl quite rightly asked why her husband couldn’t receive the treatment locally rather than be
forced to make 20 individual trips to Albury. A more than reasonable question, I would think.
It is with great sadness that I acknowledge the passing of Jeffrey on 5 August at GV Health at the age of 78.
Despite his diagnosis, as well battling Parkinson’s disease and diabetes, Jeffrey wanted to share his experience
to highlight the dire need at that time for radiotherapy services to be established within the Goulburn Valley.
And standing by his side as always was Cheryl.
In part because of Jeffrey’s courage to allow me to tell his story, radiotherapy services are now available in
Shepparton at GenesisCare, for both private and public patients.
I would like to send my sincere condolences to Cheryl and her family on the loss of Jeffrey. May he rest in
peace.

COVID-19
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
This pandemic has united communities in a shared sense of compassion, inclusion and solidarity and there
are many examples that highlight this.
I rise today to acknowledge one such example—in the form of the City of Greater Dandenong COVID-19
emergency food and material procurement and distribution project.
The City of Greater Dandenong council allocated $330 000 in late March 2020 and have also transformed the
Springvale town hall into an aid and distribution centre to support 14 not-for-profit organisations with
additional direct procurement of perishable and non-perishable food items and material aid for distribution to
vulnerable members of the local community.
The vulnerable residents of this much-needed assistance include homeless, unemployed, at-risk youth, people
seeking asylum, women and youth, refugees and people living with disabilities across the south-eastern
corridor.
The dedicated organisations participating in the project include: Cornerstone, Friends of Refugees, We Care
Community Services, Community Creating Opportunities/Springvale Learning and Activities Centre
(CoCOs/SLAC), Red Cross, Wellsprings, Dandenong Salvos, Asylum Seeker Centre, Springvale Benevolent
Society, Enjoy Church East, St James Anglican Church and Afri-Aus Care.
The project is carrying out extraordinary work with the support of the wider Greater Dandenong community
and the unwavering commitment of the participating local organisations—feeding approximately
3000 people a week since 8 April 2020.
Local businesses have also been extremely supportive of this project, donating food and materials in excess
of $50 000.
Through this project more than 105 tonnes of food has been provided to the local community, but despite this
extraordinary contribution the need and vulnerability in the region remains.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Greater Dandenong was ranked the second most disadvantaged
municipality in Victoria on the SEIFA index 2016 for relative socio-economic disadvantage.
Combined with post-COVID unemployment figures projected to exceed 17.6 per cent in Greater Dandenong,
the need in the local community has become even greater with more and more people in need of assistance.
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Our local migrant and refugee community’s precarious situation is difficult at the best of times but they have
been particularly impacted, having been left out of the federal government’s support programs, as have
international students who are also being supported through this project.
During these challenging and unprecedented circumstances I am so proud that our local community has come
together in such a way that touches the lives of so many at a time when they are most in need.
This has been a wonderful example of community collaboration in helping the most vulnerable.
Thank you to the City of Greater Dandenong council for this initiative and contribution at a time when
resources are so stretched. Thank you also to all the participating organisations for their tireless efforts.
Projects like this spread a message of hope and unity and our community is indebted to you.

EAST GIPPSLAND ROADWORKS
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria)
It has been a devastating year for all of Victoria, but especially for the people of Gippsland. To have to deal
with the impacts of coronavirus while still reeling from the bushfires is unimaginable for most of us. Bushfires
and coronavirus have left a trail of destruction—psychologically, economically, environmentally. I want to
assure each and every member of the community I represent that they have not been forgotten. There are
some practical things that governments can do that will have far-reaching benefits. That’s why I was so
pleased to stand—virtually, of course—beside Ben Carroll when he announced significant funding for arterial
roads. Works include repairing and replacing damaged roads, bridges and culverts, signs, barriers and guide
posts, as well as landslide clean-up. Roads being targeted across East Gippsland under the program include
Mallacoota Road, Bonang Road, the Monaro Highway and the Princes Highway. All work will comply with
the Local Jobs First policy, ensuring communities hit hardest by the impacts of the coronavirus will benefit.
As Minister Carroll said, ‘We’ve made this significant investment so bushfire restoration works can continue
on 13 key roads in East Gippsland, allowing communities to recover and the freight and tourism industries to
thrive’ (media release, 24 July 2020).
These works will make our roads safer and provide much-needed jobs. Importantly, it says that we haven’t
forgotten you. We know that recovery will be long. We know that recovery will be painful. Please know that
we will be there for you every step of the way.

FRANKSTON RAIL LINE
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
The transformative works on the Frankston rail line are going ahead in leaps and bounds.
Just last month, after a massive construction blitz, we saw the first trains moving on the Frankston line a week
earlier than expected and the Mentone station opened two weeks ahead of schedule. Three level crossings
were also gone for good and a few days ago, the new Cheltenham station also opened.
Over a two-month period, work was going on around the clock to remove the level crossings and dig the
2.1 kilometres of rail trenches to lower the Frankston line under Park and Charman roads in Cheltenham and
Balcombe Road in Mentone.
This involved a team of more than 1700 workers installing nearly 7000 tonnes of steel reinforcing, pouring
15 000 cubic metres of concrete, laying 25 000 tonnes of ballast and 480 tonnes of rail. It took 50 trucks an
hour transporting the excavated soil—200 000 cubic metres of it, or to give you an idea of the quantity, more
than 74 Olympic-sized swimming pools. More than 20 kilometres of overhead wires were used, and more
than 180 big machines were onsite during works including bulldozers, excavators and a 750-tonne crane,
which is the largest mobile crane in Melbourne.
These works were undertaken during the pandemic while roads and the public transport network have been
quieter with restrictions in place and Victorians staying at home. Workers involved in these works have been
following strict safety measures that have been implemented on site to mitigate the current pandemic.
The works have helped bolster local businesses and support local jobs during these challenging circumstances.
Both Mentone and Cheltenham are new modern stations with 5-star Green Star design rating, include solar
panels, water saving and rainwater collection and will significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Finishing touches on these stations, including landscaping and a new 3.5-kilometre walking and cycling path
between Cheltenham and Mentone, will continue until late 2020.
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Further along the Frankston line, works are ramping up on the removal of five more level crossings and three
new stations, at Edithvale, Chelsea and Bonbeach. Fencing is up along the line and underground services like
water, electricity and gas have been relocated to make way for trenching works later this year.
The new Carrum station was also officially opened a few weeks ago, with promenade works to be completed
before the end of the year.
These works are part of the Andrews Labor government’s commitment to remove 18 level crossings and
building 12 new stations on the Frankston line. With the Mentone and Cheltenham projects complete,
38 dangerous and congested level crossings are gone for good—more than halfway to the government’s
commitment of 75 crossings removed by 2025.
Thank you to all the workers and the project team for your amazing work and to our amazing community and
local businesses for your patience and understanding during these works and disruptions.

BEIRUT EXPLOSION
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan)
I rise to speak on the recent tragedy and the horror inflicted on the people of Lebanon.
As a member of the Lebanese community in Victoria and a member of the Andrews Labor government, I
send my condolences and express my sympathies to all those who have been affected by the Beirut port
explosion on 5 August 2020.
This senseless tragedy for the people of Beirut has reverberated across the world. It has had a far-reaching
impact on the global Lebanese community including for relatives here in Melbourne.
To date, more than 200 people have lost their lives and 6000 are wounded, with a further 200 000 either
homeless or in homes disturbed by the blast.
The incredible loss of life and the hardship now facing hundreds of thousands of people could and should
have been prevented.
This disastrous tragedy represents a total failure on the part of those entrusted to serve the people of Lebanon.
Within the Lebanese government secrecy, corruption and negligence are rife, and we are now seeing the tragic
human cost. The government, including the Parliament and the President, have been either unwilling or unable
to fix the economic and humanitarian crises besetting the country and their callous indifference is costing lives.
On the streets, protestors are calling for change. Calling for much-needed accountability and justice. They are
being met with tear gas and rubber bullets, not compassion and understanding.
The people have been demanding change for months now and they deserve to be heard. It is time the government
listened to the will of the majority. The people of Lebanon deserve a fresh start: an accountable, united
government; disarmament of all non-government forces; and the chance to build a better life for their children.
I stand in solidarity with their struggle and I share their hope.
I wish to thank those who have generously contributed to the Lebanese Red Cross and other organisations
that are tangibly helping those affected by this disaster. I wish to also commend the Andrews Labor
government’s symbolic show of solidarity in the lighting of Victorian landmarks in the colours of the
Lebanese flag.
Finally, I send my support to all those in Beirut. I keep you in my thoughts and hope for a safe and swift
recovery for the city and its people.

LEARN LOCAL PROVIDERS
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan)
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Skills and Training, last week I visited students at three Learn Locals with
the chairperson of the Adult, Community and Further Education Board, Maria Peters.
BRACE Ballarat, GenU Corio, and CERES Brunswick are providers of pre-accredited skills and training
courses funded by the Andrews Labor government.
The lessons we attended provided students with a range of skills: from developing a career plan, to setting
clear and achievable goals, and even teaching students the basics of urban farming!
Around 28 000 students access preaccredited learning every year. These courses are critical in boosting the
knowledge and confidence of participants—enabling them to pursue further study or gain meaningful
employment.
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Learn Locals will be an integral part of Victoria’s coronavirus recovery, creating opportunities for
economically vulnerable demographics, including people with a disability, culturally and linguistically
diverse communities, and the long-term unemployed.
The Andrews Labor government’s 2019 ministerial statement into the sector outlines our commitment to
boosting teaching capacity and quality, increasing partnerships with employers and TAFEs, and improving
access and promotion of the sector.
Thank you to the teachers for letting me visit your classes, and I hope each of your students accomplishes
their learning goals.

YOUTH JUSTICE SYSTEM
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
Through this members statement, I wish to raise my concerns about a recent incident, and the fallout from
that incident, at the Malmsbury Youth Justice Centre in my electorate.
On 1 July, the Herald Sun reported that a detainee had received no further time in incarceration for a vicious
attack on a youth justice worker at the centre. That attack was so heinous that it involved the pouring of a mix
of boiling water and chemical additives on the worker, leaving them permanently disfigured.
Reportedly, this was also the latest in a series of around 30 serious assaults committed against staff and other
inmates by this same offender.
To me, all of this elicits a number of important questions.
The most obvious of these is simply how there was, in effect, no meaningful punishment for this sickening
violence.
The second is what the implications are for the government’s minimum sentencing laws for attacks on staff
at youth justice centres and on other emergency workers. When this type of outcome is reached, it leads to
concerns that that legislation might need refinement yet again—including to ensure that new sentences cannot
be served concurrently with existing sentences.
I also note that an individual quoted in the article says that ‘someone is going to be killed’ at Malmsbury. In
that context, these events also raise the question of who is now responsible, under the government’s new
industrial manslaughter legislation, for preventing serious injury and death at a youth justice centre—and who,
specifically, is legally liable in such circumstances.

COVID-19
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
Last sitting week, I spoke in a general sense about the chaos the Victoria-New South Wales border closure
has created.
Today, I want to talk more specifically about some of the—many—everyday difficulties and anomalies it has
generated.
Among these are the innumerable problems associated with obtaining—and retaining—permits, especially
for health professionals.
More broadly, the permits are only even potentially available to those living in certain postcodes, with
residents in towns like Beechworth and Yackandandah remarkably still excluded.
Confusion likewise reigns for students and their families and, especially cruelly, for people trying to care for
loved ones, including those with terminal illnesses and those going through pregnancy.
That normal movement, lives and basic livelihoods, and critically important professions are now so disrupted
around the border is all the more bemusing given that the so-called ‘ring of steel’ around Melbourne is not
being fully enforced. Whether by bus, train or car—especially on back roads—passengers travelling to
Northern Victoria are frequently going unchecked.
Meanwhile, across Melbourne, parking inspectors and bottle shops are apparently regarded as essential
services, unlimited access is available to a drug injecting room, and COVID-positive cases have been allowed
to leave their homes for exercise.
In short, the people of Northern Victoria are experiencing ridiculously bureaucratic, illogical and unequal
treatment. For us, in areas with low, or no, coronavirus cases, the purported cures are actually more disruptive
than the disease.
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COVID-19
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
The border restrictions imposed by the New South Wales government continue to deliver personal and
traumatic impacts to residents in Northern Victoria, denying people access to work, services and family.
Compassion needs to come to the fore for these communities, to allow border locals to access permits to care
for terminally ill family members. Constituents with terminal illness have contacted me; their only wish is to
spend quality time with their family in their remaining days. In these circumstances, these constituents need
the support of their family immediately and ongoing; restricting family visits until people are in the last days
of life is cruel.
These communities have low—and in some cases no—cases of coronavirus, and the restrictions are
completely disproportionate to the risk, serving absolutely no purpose than to deliver misery to families
already under enormous stress.

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS INJURY ASSISTANCE DOGS
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
Because of their line of work, police officers are regularly exposed to traumatic events and experiences. It is
estimated that around 1 per cent of the general population will experience PTSI, whereas 10 per cent of all
emergency services workers and up to 20 per cent of police officers will experience PTSI during their careers.
Cue a cute and fluffy three-year-old golden retriever called Molly, the ‘morale officer’, who’s been a
‘pawsitive’ influence for Sergeant Glenn Saw from Bacchus Marsh police station. Sergeant Saw was involved
in a critical incident a few years ago which has contributed to a post-traumatic stress injury.
Molly, like all PTSI dogs, is trained to reduce the impact of specific symptoms for people living with this
condition and improve their overall quality of life.
PTSI assistance dogs can help support those living with trauma back to a sense of safety, helping to improve
interpersonal connections, encourage engagement in the community, and regain areas of functioning that may
have been diminished by their trauma.
Not only does Molly play a huge role within the police station, Molly also spreads love and joy throughout
the wider Bacchus Marsh community, putting smiles on residents’ faces and creating a space for positive
interactions between police officers and young children.
Thank you, Molly, and all service dogs throughout Australia who are assisting individuals to regain some
control in their lives.

BEIRUT EXPLOSION
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan)
I would like to pay my respects to all those impacted by the devastating explosions which took place on
4 August 2020—circa 2700 metric tonnes of ammonium nitrate in the port area of Beirut, Lebanon.
Apparently, the warehouse had been storing this cache of ammonium nitrate since 2014 when it was seized
from a Russian cargo ship.
The impact of the explosions was enormous, and it was mortifying to witness from afar the massive
destruction of buildings and cars, noting that it was apparently heard and felt as far away as Cyprus.
I understand that 220 people have died and more than 6000 were injured, with a significant number of people
still missing. One can also appreciate that a massive incident of this kind, on top of the COVID-19 pandemic,
will have had a significant impact on their hospitals, both in terms of an extra demand on already stretched
resources and also with physical damage to some of this critical infrastructure.
The sheer enormity of 300 000 homes being damaged is hard to fathom. I witnessed media reports of people
who had to continue with whole walls and other facets of their homes missing, not to mention the historically
and culturally significant buildings in proximity to the blasts which may be destroyed forever.
Fundamentally, this massive incident must have been a crushing blow for the people of Lebanon, which has
witnessed many a human struggle to date. It is impossible not to be moved by this disaster, and I can appreciate
that there will be many emotional as well as physical wounds to heal from this dreadful experience.
My best wishes for the people of Beirut. I am confident they can rebuild and recover from what has happened,
however, there is no doubt that they must be suffering deeply—we are with them.
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COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan)
All Victorians want to get through the current COVID-19 crisis. Nobody wants to see the devastating and
ongoing loss of life and the numbers of sick Victorians, including over 1000 healthcare workers infected with
COVID-19. To all of the healthcare workers, both Victorian and those who have come from interstate, to the
ADF and others who are all assisting Victoria with this enormous effort: all Victorians are so appreciative,
and we say thank you.
The crisis is unfolding in so many ways not only to the loss of life but the decimation of the business
community, which is heartbreaking. Every day I speak with small business owners and sole traders who say
they can’t go on as either customers just aren’t there or the decisions by the Andrews government have shut
down their business and as a result their livelihood. They can’t see an end in sight, and what’s worse, they
feel abandoned by the Andrews Labor government.
The mental health impacts of these decisions are enormous. The toll may never be known, but what we do
know is that too many Victorians are taking their own lives. The social dislocation for young people and the
added pressures to families who were already doing it so tough before COVID-19 hit are now immense, and
the numbers of family violence incidents are all adding to the enormous social impacts of the COVID-19
crisis.
And then there is the tens of thousands of Victorians sitting in pain and languishing on surgical waitlists. A
waitlist that was at a record level in March.
Victorians unfortunately are in this mess because of the failures of the Andrews Labor government. The hotel
quarantine breaches, the catastrophic failures in contact tracing that have led to the widespread community
transmission. What we have seen in Victoria is the very worst of public administration leading to the most
dire of situations that will wreak havoc on this state for years to come.

COVID-19
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education)
I’d like to update the house on the Andrews Labor government’s community sport sector COVID-19 survival
package. Local sport clubs are close to the heart of regional communities as they provide fun, fitness and
social connection.
We need local clubs to survive the pandemic and to come back better than ever. Community sport is too
important to both the physical and mental wellbeing of people across Victoria, whether they play footy or
netball, compete in karate or calisthenics, or swim or ride for fun.
I know regional clubs are doing it tough. Fundraising is extremely difficult, and membership is down. I’m so
glad we’ve been able to help almost 800 clubs in Western Victoria with a $1000 survival grant.
I thank the administrators who are working hard to keep their local sport and recreation leagues going too.
We are assisting local associations and leagues, such as the Colac & District Cricket Association and the
Corangamite Bowls Division, with funding to help meet fixed costs and ensure they remain viable.
We are also boosting clubs through the community sports infrastructure stimulus program. One of the
27 projects in this program is the Inverleigh Sporting Complex, which will get new and improved change
rooms and amenities including first aid, massage and storage spaces.
The facility will provide a perfect base for Inverleigh Football Netball Club and Inverleigh Cricket Club to
develop programs, train, host games and events.
This investment will help grassroots sports communities get back in the game when the time is right.

VICHEALTH ACTIVE CLUB GRANTS
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
A few weeks ago, in my capacity as a board member of VicHealth, I was able to visit and congratulate some
of the over thirty recipients of grants under either the active grants program or the This Girl Can program.
These grants are vitally important, particularly in regional Victoria, because they encourage participation and
help provide equipment and facilities for people of all ages and abilities, with a focus on women and young
girls, who are the most likely to fall away from active participation. Two examples are the 13th Beach
Boardriders, who are developing surfing skills for all women in the area called freestyle women’s, and the
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Ocean Grove Football and Netball Club, who are starting an all-abilities competition open to anyone with a
disability aged 15 to 30.
Also announced last week was $340 000 in new funding for five projects which support Victorian First
Nations people’s organisations to continue to improve the social and emotional wellbeing of their
communities. Of note is the Strong Brother Strong Sister youth mentoring program—the organisation will
receive a $150 000 VicHealth ideas partnership grant to expand its highly successful Geelong-based youth
mentoring program to Maribyrnong.
Coronavirus has had such an enormous impact on all Victorians, in particular sport, and it was a concern that
this would have an even greater impact on VicHealth’s ability to deliver the This Girl Can program. This
program provides statewide practical support for the participation of women in sport, no matter their age,
capabilities or fitness level.
There will be some announcements soon on just how well the program was adapted and has experienced huge
growth in participation.

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria)
President, today I join with countless other Australians in remembering, commemorating and respecting the
60 000 men and women who served in the Vietnam War. It is all too easy for those of us who have not served
to be ignorant of the sacrifices and the costs of war—not just upon those who are at the front lines or those
who are indirectly caught up in conflict but also for their families, their loved ones, their friends.
Today I pay tribute to our vets, who in our national shame, were denied the recognition they deserved for too
long, and who continue to carry the injuries and scars with them even to this day. I recommit to supporting
efforts in our communities and all over our state to support them now and into the future. And I honour them
for all that they gave in selflessness.
The bonds between Australia and Vietnam are strong and enduring, and the pain carried by our Vietnamese
communities for their own losses is also an important part of today’s pause for reflection. To all bound up in
the horror, the destruction and the loss of this war, my thoughts are with you today. And my love is with you
today. Lest we forget.

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan)
Each year the day of 18 August is Vietnam Veterans Day—the day we recognise the service and sacrifice of
those Australians who fought in Vietnam.
The date commemorates the victory in the Battle of Long Tan on 18 August 1966, which has been etched
forever into our history.
While we can’t gather in person on 18 August this year because of the global pandemic, our recognition
remains vitally important—particularly when it was lacking for many years.
Today, we invite all Victorians to honour the service, bravery and sacrifice of the 60 000 Australians who
went to this war. Of those, more than 3000 were wounded and 521 made the ultimate sacrifice.
Lest we forget.
As a descendant of parents who both served in the war alongside with the Australian allies and also as an
Australian citizen and now a member of Victorian Parliament, I am, and the Vietnamese community is,
forever indebted to the Vietnam veterans for their sacrifice and that of their families.
I am proud of the acknowledgement and support provided to our veterans by the Andrews Labor government.
Vietnam veterans, and all Australian veterans, deserve recognition and support and gratitude indeed from all
of us Victorian.
Lest we forget.
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COVID-19
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
1.

COVID-19 is a once-in-a-century pandemic—a global health crisis—that has impacted our lives
significantly in many ways.

2.

I have acknowledged here earlier in Parliament, the work of all our frontline and essential workers who
have ensured that we remain safe during this pandemic and get our daily essentials.

3.

It is important to acknowledge our healthcare workers, including our medical doctors, nurses and allied
health professionals. Our healthcare workers continue to risk their own lives to ensure they protect the
lives of others.

4.

As at 17 August 2020, the total number of COVID-19 cases in Victoria was at 17 027. Of the total
COVID-19 cases recorded in Victoria, the total number of healthcare workers infected were 2376 and
the total active cases of COVID-19 in healthcare workers were 1064.

5.

There are a large number of health professionals from an Indian and South Asian heritage, who are
actively practicing in various clinics and hospitals across our Victorian state.

6.

Currently there are many organisations and healthcare providers working tirelessly, to support
Victorians to remain safe.

7.

One such organisation I would like to personally thank today is Overseas Medical Graduates Association
(OMGA).

8.

Under the leadership of Dr Raj Khillan, Dr Raju Yerra, Dr Geetha Venkatram and other medical doctors,
OMGA today is a 350-member organisation of medical specialists and general practitioners from
various South Asian countries, with about 95 per cent from India.

9.

OMGA was established in Victoria as a unique platform for all overseas trained medical doctors to
vocalise their concerns. It aids in facilitating the smooth transition of new overseas medical doctors in
the Australian healthcare system.

10. OMGA has been carrying out many philanthropic works and have contributed $57 000 towards
Premier’s bushfire relief fund in 2020.
11. OMGA also hosts regular social and cultural events, fundraising events raising awareness of maternal
health, regular education conferences, and a health education campaign being run through print and
broadcasted media.
12. Through Doctors Against Domestic Violence group, they provide support to the victims of domestic
violence in Victoria. This support is much more needed during COVID-19, due to increasing incidence
of domestic violence.
13. During the COVID-19 pandemic, OMGA doctors are working overtime to help keep Victorians safe.
14. In addition to their normal daily duties, they are also providing free medical services to many people
who are not covered under Medicare—who were or are stranded in Australia during pandemic, with
international travel coming to a standstill.
15. OMGA doctors also provided free medical services in form of screening passengers travelling back to
India from Melbourne, on mercy flights organised by Indian government for stranded Indians in
Australia through the Vande Bharat Mission.
16. I would like to thank OMGA doctors for their valuable contribution in Victoria.
17. Overall, the contribution of all Indian and South Asian doctors to the Victorian society—in metropolitan,
remote and regional areas—is commendable and praiseworthy. Thank you all for looking after us.

COVID-19
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise today to speak in frustration, but with resolve that our current situation can and must be improved. My
office is being inundated with calls from constituents in distress. These are mothers, fathers, carers, employers,
employees, sole traders, pensioners, renters, landlords, community leaders and volunteers. They are seeking
clarification and information. They accept that restrictions are needed. But they want to ensure they can do
the things necessary to maintain their health and wellbeing or that their businesses can function when they are
allowed to reopen. The government is calling on us to support it. And now is a time to, where possible, work
constructively together—as the opposition is seeking to do. But working together, by its very nature, is a twoway street. It requires being brought into the tent and being given access to ministers and to information. To
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see the Labor Party caucus being directly briefed by the Minister for Health last week, providing answers and
clarification to Labor Party members to the exclusion of others who sit in Parliament, was indicative of this
government’s total failure to even seek to bring others along. Unlike other jurisdictions, no proper mechanism
was established to scrutinise the government’s response to COVID-19. Instead, this task was given to the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, on which the Labor chair has the casting vote. Minister Mikakos
refuses to answer the most basic questions in Parliament, on the rare occasions that it sits. Indeed, the
government’s disdain for proper democratic processes is a disgrace. Many important and reasonable requests
by the opposition for documents and other information have been rebuffed. The blame for a lack of unity
across Victoria’s Parliament rests in one place, and one place only: the Andrews Labor government.

DORSET RECREATION RESERVE, CROYDON
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise to speak about the fantastic upgrade that will happen at Dorset Recreation Reserve in Croydon, where
$2 million will go to upgrade their facilities thanks to the Andrews Labor government and Minister for
Community Sport, Ros Spence, MP.
This fantastic upgrade will see the redevelopment of a soccer hub at the reserve and include a two-storey
pavilion, six change rooms with amenities, one umpire change room, a full-size synthetic soccer pitch with
sports lighting to 150 lux, a full-size grass soccer pitch with sports lighting to 150 lux, two warm-up pitches
marked for futsal and volleyball, and car park works.
The project will support women’s soccer as well as players from the Chin and Karen communities.
Maroondah City Council have confirmed a $3 million contribution towards the project.
This is a great example of how the Victorian government is making sports and recreation more accessible,
welcoming and inclusive for all Victorians after the pandemic.
Noting the pandemic restrictions, this investment also recognises the overwhelming demand for shovel-ready
infrastructure projects across Victoria to give more Victorians employment.

COVID-19
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria)
Ask anybody about the goal in tackling COVID-19 and they’ll probably look at you like you’re an idiot.
‘Saving lives’, they’ll say.
And that’s it, the black-and-white answer: if we are not saving lives, then we must be happy to let people die.
But there is so much more to consider than that. There are so many shades of grey.
This virus is not only killing people; it’s killing off economies, killing off jobs, killing off wellbeing.
While governments across Australia are using lockdowns to fight this virus, they are allowing the devastating
side effects to take far more lives.
Professor Gigi Foster has been a voice of reason during this pandemic, advocating widely for a more cohesive
approach to virus management.
She argues that creating economic carnage through lockdowns will create far greater problems in future.
Critics will counter that she is putting money ahead of lives.
I say that she is putting everybody’s welfare first.
I say that she is one of many who have the sense to see much further ahead than this government.
Without a properly functioning economy, we will have a population plagued by health problems, suffering
the misery of high unemployment and struggling to catch up after a ruined education.
All of these outcomes will take their own terrible toll.
I have previously voiced my objections in this place to lockdowns.
Some may wish to compare me to a stuck record.
But I refuse to be silent when there is such a costly policy being pursued.
Ask us to wear masks. We will hate them, but we will wear them.
Ask us to sanitise our hands 15 times a day. We will get sick of doing it, but our hands will be pristine.
Protect the elderly and vulnerable. We beg you.
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But do not order us to stay in our homes like prisoners.
Do not stop us from supporting local businesses.
Do not stop us from enjoying vital support from friends and family.
We can beat this virus, but we cannot beat a government hell-bent on ruining our lives.

WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitan)
On 15 August we commemorated 75 years since the end of the Second World War on Victory in the Pacific
Day. This historic day marks the end of years of devastating conflict and the start of a new era in Australian
and world history.
Our contribution towards saving the world from the Axis powers outshone our position as a country with a
small population. Between 1939 and 1945, nearly a million Australians served to protect us, from a population
of just 7 million.
Naturally everyone in our nation was touched by the conflict in one way or another, with over
39 000 Australians losing their lives while serving our country, including more than 17 000 while
safeguarding our nation in the Pacific.
These people served our country in a time of great upheaval, and their actions have defined who we are today
and the world we live in.
This milestone anniversary gives us a great opportunity to honour the service and sacrifice of truly remarkable
Australians. I would particularly like to pay my respects to the 12 000 veterans who are with us today and
thank them for their service.
Lest we forget.

COMMUNITY SPORT
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria)
Last week I had the pleasure of sharing some wonderful news with the Buloke and Yarriambiack shires, who
were successful in receiving funding from the Andrews government’s community sports infrastructure
stimulus program.
Yarriambiack shire will receive a $2.67 million funding boost to transform multiple sports facilities across
the shire, including the construction and installation of a female-friendly and accessible modular change room
facility at Beulah recreation reserve; full reconstruction of the netball/tennis court facility at Brim Recreation
Reserve; and the redevelopment of the tennis facility to become multipurpose netball/tennis courts at
Rupanyup Recreation Reserve.
The $2 148 786 funding boost for Buloke shire will include construction of sportsground lighting and
upgrading of existing lighting infrastructure at multiple sports facilities to reach standards expected by the
relevant sport governing bodies, including the Wycheproof Recreation Reserve, Nullawil netball and tennis
clubs, Donald Tennis Club and Charlton Park oval.
The above projects, which are across both northern and western Victoria, will create jobs and support the
local economies as well as supporting the growing number of people in these communities keen to get
involved in sport and recreation.

VICTORIAN YOUTH CONGRESS
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria)
On another matter, I’d like to congratulate two fine young northern Victorians on their appointment to the
Victorian Youth Congress, a youth advisory group established in 2017 as a forum for young people from
diverse backgrounds across Victoria to provide advice around policy, programs and service design. Tom
Saxton of Shepparton and Jack Smith of Mildura will be excellent additions to this wonderful initiative. It is
essential that the voices of young people be heard, and this gives them a platform to work with decisionmakers on issues directly affecting them.
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LEONIE WILSON
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria)
On a final matter, I’d like to acknowledge and thank Shepparton Legacy’s Leonie Wilson, who contributed
her very moving story to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War and victory
in the Pacific. Leonie’s father, Viv, was a POW on the Thai-Burma Railway, and I thank her so much for
sharing her family’s story of their moving trip to Thailand in 1995 to commemorate what was then the
50th anniversary of the end of the war. I can’t thank Leonie enough for her ongoing service to the Shepparton
community; she is an outstanding individual.

COVID-19
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
I would like to place on record my appreciation for the efforts of all the professions on the front line of the
COVID outbreak. This does not just include heroic healthcare and emergency services workers but also
pharmacists, carers, childcare staff, volunteers, farmers, delivery drivers, retail workers and all those keeping
our society going through this unprecedented lockdown.
I also pay tribute to the patience of parents, often ill prepared and ill equipped for the huge challenge of
mandatory homeschooling. Nor should we forget the tolerance of their employers, perhaps worried about
their own futures but almost without exception acting fairly and reasonably to their employees. I hope this
government will remember the sacrifice and decency shown by small business owners as we move towards
a difficult and uncertain recovery.
As Victorians we have come together to make the extraordinary, damaging sacrifices demanded of us in this
unprecedented time, and we will face together an unpredictable future. Yet at this time of border tensions we
should also acknowledge the support we have had from fellow Australians beyond our state’s borders.
In particular I pay tribute to the work of the 3459 ADF personnel deployed around our country, around half
of whom are assisting Victoria. How Victorians, and indeed all Australians, must wish they had been here
from day one!

PETER AND JUDY WILSON
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria)
I wish to start this statement by paying tribute to Peter and Judy Wilson of East Gippsland. They have been
strong, active and loyal Liberal Party members for years and personally have done much to help and support
me. They decided earlier this year to step back from some of their party roles and I just want to take this
opportunity to say I’m so ever grateful to them for their work, support and belief in me and the party.

WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria)
15 August represented the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II, and victory in the Pacific.
The war in the Pacific made it to Australia with the bombing of Darwin, Broome and other parts of northern
Australia and the shocking sinking of the hospital ship Centaur on 14 May 1943 off Brisbane, with the loss
of 260 lives.
It was a bloody and difficult road back through Papua New Guinea, Borneo, Malaya and elsewhere.
The entry to the war of the USA following the bombing of Pearl Harbour was decisive with its enormous
capacity.
From the devastation and loss of the war, a deep friendship has been built between the peoples of Japan and
Australia.
We acknowledge all those who gave their lives for us, for the freedoms we enjoy and the obligation we have
to remember them and what they fought for.

ADJOURNMENT
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COVID-19
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria)
After a delay, it is important that the public hearings for the COVID-19 hotel quarantine inquiry have
commenced.
It is important because there are still so many unanswered questions about how this fiasco came to be; who
decided what and when; and why the model recommended by national cabinet, including the use of the ADF,
wasn’t adopted.
Daniel Andrews and his ministers have done lots of talking about these issues; we even had a late-night
apology from Jenny Mikakos via Twitter, but despite the thousands of words, there’s been few answers.
Which brings me back to the inquiry. So much is riding on its hearings and deliberations. It is critical that the
truth be revealed, the facts established and the transparency the community deserves is provided.
People are dying, businesses are going to the wall and communities are under enormous pressure, all because
of the failures of the Andrews Labor government with the hotel quarantine fiasco.
The least the Premier and his ministers can do is be honest.
So in that context, I hope the inquiry can get to the truth because it must be revealed. The community deserves
nothing less.

Adjournment
The PRESIDENT: The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (15:00): My adjournment matter this afternoon is to the
Minister for Health, and it relates to the review into contact tracing. As we know, contact tracing has
been a catastrophic failure in Victoria, which has led to widespread community transmission. Those
healthcare professionals, public health officials and ADF personnel who have come to Victoria to
assist with the COVID-19 crisis have expressed their shock and concern at how inadequate Victoria’s
contact tracing has been, from the antiquated use of a manual system to the overall direction and
leadership being applied.
It is no wonder that, with the breaches that have occurred in hotel quarantine and then the catastrophic
failures in contact tracing, Victoria is experiencing the devastating crisis that we are. We are the only
state or territory to be in this situation. The loss of lives and livelihoods, the social dislocation and the
mental health and family violence impacts that are all occurring because Victoria is experiencing such
a crisis will be felt for years to come. It is a crisis that will set Victoria economically back for years
and years, and as a result Victoria has also set Australia’s recovery back, and it all could have been
avoided if the systems and leadership were in place.
There have, I understand, been various offers to assist with the technological improvements to contact
tracing—from the private sector and others—to improve this dire situation. A review into the
technological improvements for contact tracing, I understand, has also been undertaken, which I think
is a good thing. The action I therefore seek, in the interests of truth and transparency, is that the review
into technological improvements in this critical area and the report that was provided to the minister
and to the Andrews Labor government be released immediately.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (15:02): President, my matter is
for the attention of the Minister for Local Government—it is lucky he is here—and concerns the Major
Transport Infrastructure Authority’s imminent plans to transport super-loads of prefabricated concrete
by road through small rural towns and along rural back roads to get those loads from Benalla to the
West Gate Tunnel Project.
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I draw the minister’s attention to the Shire of Strathbogie’s comments in the Herald Sun today—that
the shire and the local community were not consulted about the Major Transport Infrastructure
Authority and the West Gate Tunnel Project group’s plans. There is a little bit of history to this. Prior
to the last election the government promised a prefabricated concrete plan that would deliver very
large prefabricated concrete pieces by rail. They actually built a new rail siding in Benalla, and the
material was to be moved by rail from Benalla to Melbourne to avoid being on the roads and causing
congestion and to avoid causing damage to the roads, because these super-loads are huge—they are
huge, Minister. The government appears to have botched the movement by rail. Only small
components can now move by rail and most of the large components are now going to have to go by
road, but then the government botched that too. I mean, you cannot make this stuff up. This is like a
circus.
The West Gate Tunnel authority is now working to try and get the concrete down the Hume Freeway,
but some of the bridges cannot carry the load—in particular, one historic bridge—which means that
those large loads cannot go. So they are going to have to come off the road and go through a whole
circle of back roads and small country towns and then come back onto the main road. I have to say,
there is also a problem on the Hume Freeway itself. These are very large loads and will slow traffic
on the Hume Freeway, so there is going to be a huge impact on the transport sector in itself.
But my request for the Minister for Local Government today is that he intervene with his colleague,
Jacinta Allan, the Minister for Transport Infrastructure—that he ring her and ask her whether she
will consult with the council and actually communicate with the local council and, I might add, the
community. In his case he is responsible for local government, so I am asking him to intervene to
help a local council and the mayor of that shire, Strathbogie. I have been talking to her a good deal
the last few days, and it is pretty clear that the council have not been properly consulted by the
authority. The minister has an opportunity, as the Minister for Local Government, to intervene and
ask— (Time expired)
VICTORIA POLICE SURVEILLANCE
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:05): My adjournment debate matter is for the
attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. In response to the COVID-19 pandemic
we have seen drastic restrictions of individual freedoms, which consequently have meant greater levels
of police surveillance. Across the state, police have been enforcing these new rules using a variety of
techniques. We now need papers to travel, we have a 5-kilometre travel zone, we have 1 hour of
exercise a day and we are locked inside at 8.00 pm. I could go on.
While these rules and restrictions are concerning enough, it is equally frightening to imagine what
kind of surveillance the public is under to ensure they adhere to these new measures. Earlier this year
three new helicopters were added to the Victoria Police air wing with high-definition long-range
cameras. These helicopters are very large and loud and are very easily identifiable as police. On the
other hand, we have recently seen drones deployed in Melbourne’s south to monitor beaches and skate
parks. These drones are small and nimble and hard to identify from afar, yet they also pack highdefinition cameras, including thermal cameras, and can be flown up to 7 kilometres from the operator.
It is one thing to use these drones responsively to track a criminal or provide support to officers at a
crime scene; however, we enter new territory when such tools are used to scare, to track down and to
hunt members of the public who may be in breach of the new COVID-19 restrictions.
Therefore my request to the minister is (a) to disclose the other means of surveillance technology being
utilised during the state of emergency, (b) to disclose future planned drone operations across the state
and (c) to ensure that all Victoria Police drones are made identifiable to the public before their next
deployment.

ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday, 18 August 2020

Legislative Council

2389

PRESTON TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (15:07): My adjournment matter this afternoon is for
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, and it concerns several intersections on both High Street and
Bell Street in Preston. My office has recently conducted a community survey in Preston, and I am very
grateful to all those residents who responded. Every morning Preston residents experience choked
roads and frustration as the traffic is banked up. Residents have told me that it is a nightmare trying to
get to work on time with the morning peak hour and similarly, especially in the evening, trying to get
home to their families is difficult as well. The action I seek from the minister by way of directing the
Department of Transport is to investigate the light sequencing at the intersection of Bell Street and
St Georges Road, Bell Street and Albert Street and High Street and Murray Road so my residents can
spend less time in traffic and more time with their families.
TARNEIT WEST TRAIN STATION
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (15:07): My adjournment matter is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure in the other place. Will the minister support Wyndham city’s bid to fund the
well-overdue upgrade of Sayers Road for a train station in Tarneit West with funds from the growth
areas infrastructure contribution, known as GAIC? Tarneit and Truganina have experienced
significant population growth. In just five years commuter growth has increased by 131 per cent, with
9.5 million passenger trips recorded over 2018 and 2019. The Sayers Road train station has been
identified as the number one city-shaping infrastructure project needed to unlock millions of dollars
of economic investment. GAIC is a charge paid by developers and landowners that contributes to the
cost of essential state infrastructure in Melbourne’s growth areas. Wyndham city is one of the seven
local government authorities eligible for GAIC-funded infrastructure projects. So far a large part of
the spending in Wyndham has been on fire services and Public Transport Victoria bus routes. These
are essential services, and the community understands that they are usually paid for by the government
fire and transport levies. Residents, especially those who are landowners, have raised concerns that
they are paying twice for these services.
Wyndham is ready to work with the Victorian government to realise the projects, including the parkand-ride service. The park-and-ride will help ease traffic congestion in and around the station, decrease
the inappropriate overspill parking and give residents more opportunities to build public transport into
their daily commute. The redevelopment of the Sayers Road train station will support the growing
communities in addition to the investment that this government has made in the western roads package
by providing better transport options in the high-growth areas, especially in this time of recovery
during the pandemic.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (15:10): I wish to raise a matter in the adjournment this
afternoon for the Premier. I am sure the Premier is aware that for a very long time—we are talking
about generations—the western suburbs of Melbourne have been the poor relation of Melbourne. We
have missed out on funding, we have missed out on projects and we have missed out on a whole range
of things that would bring the standard of living of people in the west to a standard which would be
appropriate. What we are seeing now though is appalling beyond words.
What we are seeing is the very real prospect—and I am told by some that it is a done deal—that the
western suburbs will become the dumping ground of Melbourne for toxic soil. Of course it began last
year with a push to dump it in Wyndham Vale. Some, I understand, has already been dumped at
Ravenhall, and there is a significant push to dump it at Bulla, which does not please me at all. Now,
the Bulla site, which is about halfway between Sunbury and Bulla, is of particular concern because it
is only 200 metres from a new housing development. This is carcinogenic material that is proposed to
be dumped just 200 metres from a new development just up the road from the Goonawarra suburb. It
is a major concern. Of course down at Ravenhall there is also a very real issue with the tip there, which

ADJOURNMENT
2390

Legislative Council

Tuesday, 18 August 2020

we have been concerned about for a very long time, but also with the dumping of toxic waste or toxic
soil from the West Gate Tunnel Project.
This is something, I have to say to you, President, I find intolerable. I am hopeful that the Premier will
also find it intolerable. To be dumping toxic soil within viewing distance of residential housing, of
schools, of sportsgrounds, of a whole range of areas poses real dangers—real dangers—to people. I
am very, very concerned about the impact that this will have on the people of Caroline Springs and
surrounds, of Bulla and Sunbury, in many years to come. I am asking the Premier tonight to end the
discrimination against the western suburbs of Melbourne and make sure that there is no dumping of
toxic soil in the west.
UNIVERSITY FUNDING
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:13): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Higher Education. Universities across Victoria have been abandoned by the federal government.
Despite the significant financial impact that the coronavirus pandemic is having, there have been
deliberate policies put in place by the Morrison government to starve our universities of additional
financial support. This is resulting in significant job losses. On the other hand, the Andrews Labor
government has stepped in and provided additional support to universities. This includes payroll tax
deferrals and the new $350 million Victorian Higher Education State Investment Fund. The
unprecedented investment by the Victorian government is a testament to our commitment to making
sure our state continues to have world-class universities that deliver critical research and teaching—
research and teaching that make Victoria a great place to live. The action I seek from the minister is to
provide me with an update on the progress of the universities support package and how local residents
in my electorate of South Eastern Metropolitan Region will benefit from this investment.
COVID-19
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (15:14): My adjournment item is for the Premier. The border
closure has needlessly put thousands of Victorians out of work. It has separated loved ones and made
it difficult to access vital services. The checkpoints would have caused problems regardless of where
they were placed, but not all locations are equal. Where the border is now, 10 000 people must cross
the border to get to work every day. The volume of people crossing the border causes significant
delays, makes it more likely that checkpoints will fail to prevent unauthorised crossings and raises the
cost of administering the closure. But there are other options. Associate Professor Rachel Whitsed
estimates that moving the border checkpoint 60 kilometres north would reduce the amount of people
needing to cross the border by 90 per cent. I am sure we could achieve a similar reduction with a border
closure south of the border as well. However, I doubt our Melbourne-based government has put much
thought into the ways it could alleviate the pressures of the border closure, because the government is
focused on Melbourne. I invite the Premier to prove me wrong.
Thanks to Professor Whitsed, we know that this research is possible. All the government needs is to
care about regional Victorians and put the effort in. I am aware that Mr Andrews may be eager to shift
the blame to the New South Wales Premier, but the blame is shared. The New South Wales Premier
could be enforcing a closure 60 kilometres north or the Victorian Premier could be enforcing a closure
200 kilometres south. The debacle shows the need for regional communities to govern themselves.
Closing the border along the Murray is the kind of decision you could only make if you did not live in
or care about border communities. If these communities along the Murray and surrounding areas had
their own Parliament, they would have the authority to administer their own COVID response. If
northern Victoria and southern New South Wales had our own parliament, we would not be forced to
put up with the rubbish that our governments out of Sydney and Melbourne send our way.
I commend Professor Whitsed for highlighting this problem, but we should not just move the border
checkpoint. We need to move the actual border. Those who live in the regions should not be subject
to the political will of Melbourne and Sydney. It is time we governed ourselves. It is time for Rexit—
for a new state of Murray or Riverina. The Australian constitution has all the tools we need to redefine
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state boundaries. All we need is the will to stand up for ourselves. I call on the Premier to allow a
referendum to be held in northern Victoria in conjunction with one in southern New South Wales to
allow us to establish a new state.
MORNINGTON PENINSULA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:17): I raise a matter for the attention of Minister Pallas,
the Treasurer and Minister for Economic Development. As I have raised in the chamber previously,
economic modelling commissioned by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council prior to the second
lockdown showed that economic growth was due to contract by an alarming 21 per cent as a result of
lockdown number one. The economic figures taken with lockdown number two no doubt will be
much, much worse. I am seeing and hearing the feedback that reflects those numbers in small business
people I know—people who have lost their jobs, who are doing it really tough at this time.
As the house also knows, the Mornington Peninsula—despite having many rural communities, small
communities, 70 to 80 kilometres from Melbourne—is defined by Daniel Andrews as part of
metropolitan Melbourne and as a consequence does not have access to Regional Development Victoria
funding and does not have access to the lower payroll tax rates and other benefits that accrue from
being defined as part of regional Victoria as opposed to metropolitan Melbourne.
In a proactive way, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council has put forward a number of projects
which could help address this reduction in economic growth, the reduction in jobs. One of those
projects I wish to put before the Treasurer this evening by way of the adjournment is the upgrade and
redevelopment of the Briars property in Mount Martha. The Briars homestead was completed in 1851
and was the site of the first vineyard on the Mornington Peninsula. It actually has a connection back
to Napoleon. Balcombe was born on the island of St Helena, and when Napoleon was exiled there his
father had business dealings with the former emperor. It is a very historic property. It was bequeathed
to the council. The council has done a great job in operating it.
It is now time to take it to the next level, and the council is looking over a two-stage project for a
number of different projects to expand the wildlife sanctuary, reintroduce local extinct and endangered
plant species and create a ‘green dreaming’ regenerative agricultural hub and other projects that the
council anticipates will create up to 200 jobs. This is an important project to get local economies going
again whilst also enhancing the product offer for people from Melbourne and elsewhere to visit the
beautiful Mornington Peninsula. The project funding required is $10.6 million, and I would ask the
Treasurer to fund this important project in the state budget, rumoured to be in October.
KERRIMUIR PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:20): The matter that I raise on the adjournment debate
tonight is for the Minister for Education in the other place. Like Mr Ondarchie, I recently put out a
community survey to constituents of mine across several lower house seats, but I got many responses
in particular from people in Box Hill. As you might imagine at this time, people across the electorate
of Box Hill communicated to me a great deal of anger and frustration at the government’s handling—
mishandling, perhaps I should say—of the current public health crisis and much anger regarding of
course the extraordinary bungles in the hotel quarantine program.
But as I have heard previously, there is much concern also broadly about the standard of education
that is being delivered to their students, and I heard several issues raised specifically about a fantastic
school in Box Hill North called Kerrimuir Primary School. I want to make sure that I am careful to
put on the record in raising this matter the fact that not one of those concerns regarding the school
reflects in any way on the fantastic teaching staff there, who are working harder than ever to deliver
remote learning to the students that they serve, or on the leadership of the school, but rather they reflect
upon this government in a negative light regarding funding—or perhaps a lack of funding, I should
say, in particular capital funding. Over the last decade there has been some minor capital funding
provided for Kerrimuir Primary School to remove asbestos, but other than that, nothing.
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What this school is crying out for and what the parents at this school and the students at this school
are crying out for is a gym. In doing some research myself, it is clear that there is not a competitiongrade basketball court for some distance around Kerrimuir Primary School, and so my proposition to
the Minister for Education would be that if he could see his way to providing some significant funding
to Kerrimuir Primary School, which they rightly deserve, for the construction of a gym, that is
something that over time the school could use as a community resource—and I know that the
leadership at the school is very willing to do that. So the action that I seek from the Minister for
Education this afternoon is to do just that: to commit to providing funding to Kerrimuir Primary School
for a much-needed gymnasium.
FRANKSTON HIGH SCHOOL ZONE
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:22): My matter this afternoon is for the
attention of the Minister for Education regarding the Frankston High School and the decision by the
Department of Education and Training to change the school zoning around that school. This was
released by the department on the Find My School website without any notification to families in the
Frankston area and without any consultation with the local community. The first they knew of it was
when a parent happened to see that website and see that the zone had changed.
Now, the lack of consultation has meant that there has been an enormous negative impact of this
change on the Frankston community, and to make matters worse, the change to the Frankston High
School zoning boundary is actually quite small. It is largely a realignment of the boundary so that the
new zone and the old zone largely cover the same area, but of course for those families who lived on
the boundary, hundreds of them find themselves now out of the boundary and others in the boundary.
So for anyone who was on the boundary this is a very significant change, and the lack of consultation
by the department and by the government has caused a lot of concern in that Frankston community.
This is a matter I have written to the Minister for Education about, and I received a response where
the Minister for Education stated that:
We acknowledge the issue you have raised regarding the school zone for 2021 and confirm that this will be
considered as part of the Department’s review of the Frankston High School zone that will be conducted …
for … 2022.

Now, if the department has acknowledged these concerns and is going to take them into consideration
for 2022, it should take them into consideration for the next school year. It is ludicrous to think that
parents will be forced to move or to send their children to a different school next year because of the
late change to the zone and then have to change them again in 2022. If the zone can be reset back to
the original boundaries next year, it can be done this year. The reality is the criteria laid down for a
change of zone on the department website do not apply to Frankston. They have no relevance to
Frankston High School. This is an arbitrary change, it is not consistent with the departmental
guidelines and it was done without consultation with the local community, so I call on the Minister for
Education, who has acknowledged these concerns, to ensure that those concerns are taken into account
now and that the Frankston High School zone is restored to its previous form for the 2021 school year.
Following matters incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day:
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, and it is regarding the government’s
disastrous plan to move up to five super-loads of precast concrete per week from Benalla to Melbourne by
road using the Hume Freeway with a detour via Longwood and Locksley.
The action I seek from the minister is to delay these plans until the Shire of Strathbogie, the residents of
Longwood and Locksley and the important thoroughbred horse industry in the Strathbogie shire have been
fully consulted on the impacts this plan will have on local residents, roads and businesses and the Victorian
transport industry has also been thoroughly consulted on the impact this disruption will have on traffic using

ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday, 18 August 2020

Legislative Council

2393

the Hume Freeway. Then and only if all other avenues for moving the precast concrete have been explored
and ruled out, the government must enter into an MOU with the Shire of Strathbogie to ensure the restoration
of roads and provide adequate compensation for the local communities by way of services and infrastructure
for the disruption this will cause to their lives over the next two years.
In the past couple of weeks the Longwood and Locksley communities have become aware of a plan to move
up to five super-loads per week of precast concrete from Benalla to Melbourne by road along the Hume
Freeway, including a detour via Longwood and Locksley that would involve crossing across the northbound
lane of the freeway twice.
This detour is made necessary because the historic Pranjip Creek Bridge on the southbound carriageway of
the freeway cannot carry the weight of the super-loads, which will be around 160 tonnes. The loads will also
be approx. 52 metres long, 4.5 metres wide and 5 metres high.
These super-loads move very slowly at only about 25 kph but are very noisy and involve vehicle and
pedestrian escorts. They usually travel at night and are lit up like daylight. The community have been informed
it will take 6 hours for a load to get to Melbourne and that most—but not all—loads will leave Benalla about
10.00 pm and travel through Longwood just before 1.00 am. And this will go on for two years!
The community were originally told it was a night-time project and only two loads per week. Now it has gone
to up to five loads per week, mostly at night, which the community say is a major shift. A member of the
Longwood Action Group has done significant research on super-loads and found the notification—or lack of
it—given to the community does not meet the specifications in the Victorian Department of Transport’s
super-load checklist document. This has been dismissed by RRV, who referred the community to the WGTP
saying it has an agreement with the heavy vehicle regulator.
Strathbogie Shire were only notified of this plan on 14 July for movements that were supposed to commence
on 18 August—this has now been delayed until late August, but less than two weeks out the affected residents
have still not been officially notified or consulted.
The roads to be used for the detour are the Avenel-Longwood road and Alexandersons Rd. Both are local
council roads and the route includes two local council bridges. These roads and bridges are not built to carry
this type of traffic.
In addition to the obvious problem caused by the detour there is concern for what this will mean for
Strathbogie’s thoroughbred industry, who often transport horses during the night, and a major, statewide
concern will be the delay these loads will cause to traffic, including major freight vehicles that mainly use the
freeway at night.
This is another failure by the Andrews Labor Government, who not only promised the precast concrete would
be transported by rail but actually built a 700-metre-long railway siding specifically to accommodate loading
the concrete onto the rail in Benalla. Now they have discovered the precasts are too large for rail, and the
people of Longwood and Locksley will suffer because of it.
And before the Minister redirects me to refer the matter to the minister for roads—RRV has made it very clear
the responsible authority is the WGTP.

COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY GOLDEN SQUARE BRIGADE
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the minister for emergency services and relates to the construction of a new fire
station for the Golden Square fire brigade.
The action that I seek is for the minister to provide a commitment to allocate urgent funding to identify and
purchase suitable land and construct a new fit for purpose fire station for the members of the Golden Square
fire brigade.
The Golden Square fire brigade is one of the oldest original brigades in Victoria, having been established in
1887 and officially opened at its present location in 1909.
The brigade has a membership of approximately 60 members, 20 of whom are operational and respond to
between 225 and 300 call-outs per year, including 10 structure fires in the first week of July 2020.
Members of the Golden Square fire brigade have been advocating for funding for a new station for over
25 years, including the procurement of suitable land in Golden Square to build the new station.
With the building over 110 years old, the station has many structural deficiencies and for a long time has been
unsuitable to house a modern-day firefighting service.
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The current station is located on High Street, which is part of the Midland Hwy. The reversing of returning
fire trucks back into the station off such a busy thoroughfare has resulted in many near misses for members
over the years and is clearly an unacceptable safety risk not only for the brigade but also for the travelling
public.
The station has no disability access, the meeting room is too small to comply with the now expected 1.5 m
social distancing rule and the engine room is too small to house all of the station vehicles.
The station has inadequate change room facilities for both male and female members, paint is peeling
throughout the station and large cracks are present in many of the building’s walls.
Recently—during a storm in mid-July—heavy rain caused the partial collapse of the station roof; the area is
now cordoned off and not useable until repairs have been completed.
The members of the Golden Square fire brigade have waited long enough for a modern, fit for purpose station,
and the minister needs to act now.
The action that I seek is for the minister to provide a commitment to allocate urgent funding to identify and
purchase suitable land and construct a new fit for purpose fire station for the members of the Golden Square
fire brigade.

VICROADS LICENCE TESTING
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment is for the Minister for Roads and Roads Safety and concerns the current suspension of
learners permit and drivers licence testing in Victoria due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The action that I seek from the minister is for him to implement as soon as possible a secure online testing
system for computer-based learners permits and hazard perception testing so that young Victorians can start
to learn to drive sooner.
The global coronavirus pandemic has dramatically changed the way people all over the world live their daily
lives.
Simple liberties and freedom of movement we have always taken for granted have been removed from us
while Victorians remain in either stage 3 or stage 4 lockdowns.
One area affected has been the inability of Victorians, in particular younger Victorians, from obtaining their
learners permit or their probationary licence.
This has been caused by the suspension of all driving testing by VicRoads, except for those few who meet
the strict criteria of receiving ‘special consideration’.
Young persons aged between 16 and 18 have already had their lives disrupted with the now second closure
of all schools and the cancellation of significant celebrations like 16th and 18th birthdays, school formals and
graduations. And now they face a possible delay of up to two years to experience the special ‘rite of passage’
of obtaining their learners permit or their probationary drivers licence.
As a result of the suspension of testing, there are some estimates that by the end of 2020 more than
100 000 Victorians could be part of the backlog waiting to obtain learners permit or probationary licences.
Whilst it is appropriate that in-vehicle testing for probationary licences is suspended in these times, both the
learners permit test and the hazard perception test for P-platers are currently computer-based.
As such, moving both tests to a secure online setting and completed remotely by the applicant will ensure our
young people can be ready to start learning to drive sooner.
This would mean that 16-year-olds living in a stage 3 restriction area, like many in my electorate, would be
able to start their required 120 hours of experience of driving needed to get their licence and be safer drivers.
It would also direct VicRoads resources to focus on clearing the backlog of vehicle-based testing, allowing
prospective probationary licence holders to get on the road sooner.
This suspension of testing is affecting the lives of many Victorians, and I am sponsoring an e-petition that
calls on the minister to intervene and implement computer-based tests to be completed remotely.
The action that I seek from the minister is for him to implement as soon as possible a secure online testing
system for computer-based learners permits and hazard perception testing so that young Victorians can start
to learn to drive sooner.
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COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Mental Health.
My matter relates to the ongoing concerns around the North Richmond injecting facility. Victorians are in
lockdown. Melburnians have a curfew where you can’t leave your house after 8.00 pm, they can leave their
house to exercise for an hour a day and are only allowed to shop on their own. These draconian measures are
in place due to the serious COVID-19 crisis gripping Victoria. Let’s not forget why Victoria is in this situation;
it is because of the breaches in hotel quarantine and the subsequent catastrophic failures in contact tracing. As
a result, we have seen hundreds of lives lost and the destruction and devastation of the economy with jobs
and livelihoods lost.
Every Victorian wants to get out of this situation. We want to be operating like other states and territories
across the country but we can’t because of the serious nature of COVID-19 transmissions and the shocking
toll it is taking on some of our most vulnerable members of the community. We want to know what plan the
government has for getting us out of this mess, yet we hear next to nothing other than the numbers of cases
and deaths each day and vague references to ‘Christmas will look different this year’.
Victorians are wearing masks and complying largely to the social distancing rules, yet there is one group who
are getting multiple exemptions and who due to their vulnerabilities are at risk of contracting COVID-19 and
spreading the disease because of noncompliance. Many of those using the injecting facility aren’t complying
with social distancing, are not subjected to the 8.00 pm curfew because the facility is open to 9.00 pm and are
travelling from outside a 5 km zone to get to the honey pot area of North Richmond to buy and use drugs.
The action I seek is for the minister to provide information as to what extra precautions have been put in place
for this group of vulnerable Victorians to stop them from contracting COVID-19 and to assist in the prevention
of further spreading of COVID-19.

COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is to the minister for disability, the Honourable Luke Donnellan, and it relates to the
numerous outbreaks of COVID-19 within disability facilities. This vulnerable group, just as the aged care
sector, have been so severely affected by COVID-19 having a shocking toll on the numbers of deaths and
hospitalisations. The Andrews government I note is quick to blame the private sector, naming private aged
care providers and private supported residential services, but hasn’t named any state-funded and stateregulated disability facilities which also have had COVID-19 outbreaks. The government has known since
January that COVID-19 was in Victoria, the health minister telling Victorians we were prepared. What an
overstatement that has been with the scandalous hotel quarantine fiasco and the catastrophic failure in contact
tracing that has led to widespread community transmission. It is now eight months on, and the scramble to
get procedures in place with the blame game from the Victorian state government saying it is the federal
government’s fault, having refused the state’s requests for help. It is now mid-August. What has the state
government been doing for the past eight months in providing the necessary protections of a large-scale
outbreak? All the rhetoric and talk in February and March was just that. All talk—as it appears nothing has
been done. The state government has a role to do in implementing measures to protect these vulnerable
Victorians. So I ask the minister to detail what actions he took to protect the sector and those Victorians with
a disability from COVID-19.

COVID-19
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My matter is for the Attorney-General.
Through it, I again want to express the concerns of Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party about the changes during the
coronavirus period to court processes and bail arrangements and conditions.
We have foreshadowed a number of times, including during the passage in April of the government’s
COVID-19 omnibus bill, the wide range of risks associated with allowing for the early termination of court
cases and for expedited approvals and relaxed conditions for bail.
Sadly, these risks do now appear to have translated into reality—and this was a point again reinforced by two
Herald Sun articles published on its website over the weekend.
The first recounted the case of an offender in Melbourne who kidnapped and viciously bashed a teenager but
was bailed even after telling police he would violently assault the victim again if he was released.
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The second article focused on the exacerbation of the already-long delays in Victoria’s court system as a
consequence of the pandemic.
In particular, that second article took up the point that significantly lower numbers of offenders, including
violent offenders, are now in prison than would otherwise typically be the case. This includes many violent
youths who are openly gloating, particularly on social media, about their good fortune in having been granted
bail.
Through this adjournment matter, the action I seek is that the Attorney provide me with key statistics reflecting
the practical impact of these various changes.
To be more precise about that, what I am requesting are figures that indicate each of the following, specifically
for the full period dating back to when the relevant changes to court processes and bail arrangements in the
COVID omnibus bill first took effect in 2020:
•

for cases that have been defended, the overall median time between arrest and case finalisation;

•

for cases proceeding to trial, the median time between the committal for trial and the outcome;

•

the total number of defendants who have appeared in court cases;

•

the total number of defendants’ cases that have been finalised, including how many of those have
not proceeded to trial;

•

the total number of defendants against whom convictions have been recorded;

•

the total number of people who have been released on parole;

•

the total number of people who have been granted bail;

•

the average time for processing bail applications; and

•

the total number of breaches of bail reporting conditions, including specifically of electronic
monitoring requirements.

I also ask for the figures for all of those datasets for exactly the same periods of the year in each of 2018 and
2019.

JUSTICE SYSTEM
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Attorney-General.
It concerns the serial, continued use of suppression orders by Victorian courts.
Now, I do realise that the COVID crisis has probably badly delayed the progress of a number of Open Courts
Act reforms this year. However, that should not in itself be an excuse for the excessive, continued reliance by
Victorian courts on suppression orders—and, more to the point, the failure to adhere to the provisions of that
act in a series of cases.
To quote from revelations, and associated commentary, in an article by Tessa Akerman in the Australian
newspaper on 17 July, the details of as many as 18 convicted and alleged criminals facing offences of rape,
threat to kill and assaulting police were suppressed just by Victorian County Court judges in the preceding
month alone.
That was part of a much wider pattern that, for years, has seen Victorian courts impose literally hundreds
more suppression orders annually than any of the other states and territories.
In each of 2017, 2018 and 2019, for example, there were more than 440 suppression orders granted. In no
other state or territory were more than 200 granted in any of those years.
Worse still, there have been a host of occasions where judges have failed to observe the Open Courts Act
requirement to notify the media of the imminent application of particular suppression orders.
Ms Akerman points out that, during November 2019 as an example, notice was correctly given of just one
among seven such orders.
It is the view of Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party that the sheer current volume of suppression orders, let alone
the apparent failure to follow due process in relation to some of them, should not be allowed to endure. I
believe this would also be a majority view among Victorians, too.
As I have said before in this Parliament, people are entitled to expect that the principles of transparency and
openness will always be fundamental to the conduct of court cases in Victoria.
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In that context, the action I seek from the Attorney-General is that she provide an explanation of what
remedies will be pursued by the government in order to overcome the overuse of suppression orders and the
courts’ failure to correctly notify the media, and therefore the public, about them in many cases.
As part of that, I would be grateful if the Attorney could also outline the current time lines for when the
Legislative Council might expect to see the next bill or bills that are aimed at implementing the outstanding
recommendations of the Vincent review that are still yet to be enshrined in law.

JUSTICE SYSTEM
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Attorney-General.
It is about therapeutic justice. This is a term that essentially refers to the use of non-traditional approaches to
the sentencing of offenders—particularly where specific behavioural changes are targeted as the main way to
reduce an individual’s prospects of reoffending.
Clearly, I would need more than the three minutes I have now to express all my views on this subject.
So, instead, I want to concentrate for now mainly on two entries in the annual reports of the department of
justice over the last two financial years.
In the first of those annual reports, for 2017–18, on page 55, there is reference to the department looking at
successful court interventions—including the Drug Court, assessment and referral court list and the court
integrated services program—to potentially expand therapeutic approaches.
Then it also cites funding of $1.1 million over two years that had been made available through the state budget
earlier that year. It says that this funding was allocated for the development of a comprehensive model of
integrated therapeutic approaches, in collaboration with justice and health partners—and initial consultations
had commenced to develop such a model.
However, whilst the following year’s annual report again talks, on page 137, about the department looking at
successful court interventions, and refers to exactly the same courts and program, there is no update I can find
on the use of that $1.1 million.
Now, for all I know, it was probably perfectly justifiably spent by that point—or was still in the process of
being spent. It certainly won’t be either the first or the last time that I’ve missed an eminently reasonable
explanation for something like this.
But that’s my main point here. In everything on the public record at which I’ve looked, I can’t find any
obvious way so far of accounting for exactly what has happened to this $1.1 million.
I also realise this money was far from a new or an isolated item of expenditure on therapeutic justice in
Victoria, overall.
However, I am keen to trace what happened specifically to that $1.1 million in spending.
The action I therefore seek from the Attorney-General is that she indicate what the nature, the results and the
evaluation of that expenditure so far have been. Equally, I would like to know whether any of this money is
still left to be spent in the future, and, if so, on what it will be spent, precisely.

COVID-19
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Attorney-General, the Honourable Jill Hennessy.
COVID-19 has dramatically changed the way our society works. One often-overlooked change has been to
Victoria’s legal system, which has embarked on a more digital-friendly transformation. While this and judgeonly trials have been well received by the public, there is growing concern amongst Victorians about the
reportedly ballooning rate of bail awarded to offenders.
In addition to this, mass delays and closures o some courts have reportedly held up much-needed criminal
hearings, leaving some of our most dangerous members of society freely roaming the streets. This is simply
not good enough; those that harm innocent Victorians must be kept in jail and serve their full term.
Surely these offenders and criminals who are being granted early bail are safer and less a risk to themselves
and the community if they are kept and monitored in jail. As party leader, Derryn Hinch, wrote on Facebook,
‘Do the health authorities really think that convicted law-breakers will observe curfew, mask-wearing and
social distancing laws when free from jail? Gimme a break’.
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Therefore, the action that I seek is for the Attorney-General to provide a written breakdown of the number of
individuals who have been granted bail as a result of COVID-19 and their relevant crimes.

JUSTICE SYSTEM
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Attorney-General, the Honourable Jill Hennessy.
I do also note that parts of my adjournment matter may also fall under the responsibility for the Minister for
Victim Support.
The reporting of sexual offences is vital if police are to prosecute those who perpetrate sexual crimes.
However, it is important to recognise the limited number of sexual offences which are reported and proceed
to prosecution due to attrition either by police or the victim themselves. The under-reporting of sexual
offences is in no way the fault of victims and survivors; instead it is an indictment on the state of our legal
system.
The 2016 Personal Safety Survey found that only one in ten women who had experienced a form of sexual
assault by a male contacted the police to report the offending. Therefore, the recorded crime demonstrates a
marginal proportion of all sexual assault cases. This is simply not good enough.
Rates of attrition of sexual offences are statistically more frequent than other criminal offences, with 2010
global estimates showing that of the 14 per cent of adult victims who actually reported their assault, 30 per
cent of reports proceeded to prosecution, and only 6.5 per cent of offenders were convicted of the original
offence they were charged for. Indeed, this issue of underrating reporting is not unique to Victoria.
Many victims and survivors claim that the offence is too trivial or not serious enough to report or worry about
to protect children, family, community relationship or reputation. While this is understandable, there is
arguably a need for a cultural change which allows the reporting of sexual offences to be more acceptable and
less taboo.
These cultural changes can only occur when systemic changes occur. According to the Centre for Innovative
Justice, in some cases, victims and survivors are unsure of how to report sexual offences or have a fear of
being treated with hostility by police and judicial system. Time and time again, I hear these stories.
If we are truly invested in protecting the vulnerable and keeping our community safe, regulatory and
legislative reforms must take place in order to ensure that victims are more willing and able to report the
crimes which have been committed against them.
Therefore, the action that I seek is for the Attorney-General to explain what is holding the Andrews
government back from creating a database to collate the reasons for not pursuing sexual assault convictions,
so we are able to respond to this issue of under-reporting and lack of convictions in future, more accurately.

PET OWNERSHIP
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan)
Each year, the Victorian government’s responsible pet ownership program visits over 2000 kindergartens and
800 primary schools, teaching kids about living safely with dogs and how to be a responsible pet owner. With
our primary schools undertaking remote and flexible learning due to COVID-19, I ask the minister to consider
how the government could assist teachers and parents to also deliver the responsible pet ownership program
remotely.

INDUSTRIAL FIRES
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Workplace Safety.
I ask the minister to provide me an update on the progress of cleaning up the site of the West Footscray
dangerous goods fire.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION SEWERAGE
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan)
To the Minister for Water, the Honourable Lisa Neville: I wish to thank the minister for her reply to my
question on notice 2371 seeking information on the backlog in properties yet to be connected to the sewerage
system.
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The Yarra River and a number of its tributaries run through the Eastern Metropolitan Region and the
municipalities of Manningham City Council, Yarra Ranges council, Maroondah City Council and Nillumbik
council.
The connection of properties to the sewerage system is an important health and environmental issue for these
municipalities as well as Knox City Council in my electorate and councils in the south-east growth corridor
and northern and western suburbs.
Given the objectives of the government to invest in infrastructure projects as a key strategy for Victoria’s
economic recovery, could the minister liaise with the Environment Protection Authority and local government
with a view to accelerating and, if necessary, directing some recovery project funding to sewerage connections
for the current backlog of 9880 properties?

GREAT OCEAN ROAD, MARENGO, SPEED LIMIT
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
My adjournment debate is for the minister for roads, and the action I seek is for him to reduce the speed limit
on the Great Ocean Road on an 8 km stretch in Marengo.
This stretch of road has been identified as exceedingly dangerous by locals, as it has three bus stops, largely
used by schoolchildren, and 62 residential driveways and connects with seven other minor roads.
Many wildlife advocates in the area and beyond are extremely concerned about the high volume and high
speed on the road, which has made for a deadly combination for wildlife. Countless native animals have been
killed—including koalas, echidnas, wallabies and kangaroos.
The area has been, along with the rest of the road, the subject of a regional roads survey for 10 years. This is
an interminably long period to survey and recommend a speed reduction as the community wishes to see—
based on their harrowing experience of continually retrieving killed wildlife and their concern that human
fatality is inevitable.
This situation requires urgent intervention from the minister for roads, and I hope he can assist in making a
sensible decision in the best interest of our native wildlife, Marengo locals—especially schoolchildren—and
the tourists that visit the town.

AGRICULTURE VICTORIA
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Agriculture.
This week is National Science Week—Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. Science,
technology, engineering and mathematics are high-demand skills that are essential to the future wellbeing of
Victoria and the broader global community and environment. Will the minister update my farming
constituents on the work Agriculture Victoria research officers are undertaking to provide solutions to the
most essential challenges agriculture is facing now and into the future?

DEER HUNTING
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Agriculture.
The most recent Game Licence Statistics report released by the GMA indicates that Victoria has more
recreational deer hunters than ever before. In fact, numbers have doubled over the past decade. The action I
seek is that the minister evaluate the economic benefit of this increase in deer hunters to regional Victoria.

LET’S STAY CONNECTED FUND
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development and Minister for Veterans, the Honourable Shaun Leane, MP.
The Andrews government is helping communities to stay connected during the coronavirus pandemic through
a new grants program to support local initiatives.
A new Let’s Stay Connected Fund was announced which provide grants for community organisations, local
government bodies, incorporated not-for-profits and industry groups.
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Grants of between $5000 and $200 000 will be made available to support innovative, community-based
initiatives that build connection, reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation and that can be implemented
quickly—providing much needed support across the state.
The $1.3 million fund could potentially help community groups continue to operate by adapting the way they
deliver programs or events, including through online forums.
Other possibilities include support for communities to improve their digital skills and access online
communication channels or new ways for people to continue volunteering within their communities while
maintaining physical distancing requirements.
Applications for the Let’s Stay Connected Fund are open until 31 August 2020.
The action I seek from the minister is to promote the grants to multicultural groups and in commonly spoken
languages so that the message can reach the community groups in my area of Western Metropolitan Region.

COVID-19
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Regional Development.
The action I seek is that the minister continues to support local communities—communities like Marshmead,
east of Mallacoota, which is landlocked by the NSW border—following the New South Wales government’s
decision to enforce a new border zone between the states. This has disrupted dozens of communities and
businesses whose lives rely on border access for schools, work, health services and their daily lives.

LEARN LOCAL PROVIDERS
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Training and Skills.
Learn Locals are the heart of local communities across the Eastern Victoria Region.
The devastating bushfires in Eastern Victoria have had significant impacts on the region. Despite this,
neighbourhood houses and other community centres showed leadership and were there for communities when
times were tough.
In the bushfire recovery, these providers are playing a critical role as Learn Locals, providing training for
residents to upskill for work and to contribute to the local community.
The Andrews Labor government has made a strong commitment to supporting bushfire-affected communities
to recover. Training is such an important part of this recovery.
The action I seek is for the minister to provide me with an update on how the Andrews Labor government is
supporting Learn Locals to skill up more residents in the bushfire recovery.

MELBOURNE POLYTECHNIC
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan)
My Adjournment matter is for the Minister for Training and Skills.
The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted just how important Victoria’s TAFE system is. A strong TAFE
system is an important safety net during an economic crisis.
As a Labor member of Parliament, I am incredibly proud of our support of TAFE at the centre of the training
system here in Victoria. By backing TAFE, we are making sure that people have the opportunity to train at a
high-quality, public provider.
In the Southern Metropolitan Region, Melbourne Polytechnic serves our local community in Prahran. They
offer so many different courses, including Auslan, cookery and performing arts.
It’s an important local campus, making sure that local residents can train locally.
At this challenging time, I know that TAFEs have worked tirelessly to transition courses online. This is what
a well-funded TAFE system can do—it can be quickly adaptable.
The action I seek is that the minister join me at a virtual visit to Melbourne Polytechnic in Prahran to see how
they have responded to the COVID-19 pandemic and are providing high-quality training online.
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SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for the Suburban Rail
Loop and Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19, the Honourable Jacinta Allan, MP.
Under recent restrictions, the construction industry was permitted to continue operating, and we are working
closely with industry partners, unions, employers and workers to protect both their safety and jobs.
MTIA hasn’t wasted a single day, with the Frankston line trains back on tracks and the new Mentone station
opened well ahead of schedule, marking the early finish of the construction blitz to remove three dangerous
level crossings and build two new stations—bringing the total of level crossings removed to 38 of the
government’s commitment of 75 by 2025.
A team of 1700 local workers worked around the clock, pouring more than 15 000 cubic metres of concrete,
installing almost 7000 tonnes of steel reinforcing and laying 25 000 tonnes of ballast.
During the two-month construction blitz, more than 200 000 cubic metres of soil was excavated from the
2.1 kilometres of rail trenches to lower the Frankston line under Park and Charman roads in Cheltenham and
Balcombe Road in Mentone.
These works continued with strict safety measures in place through the pandemic—supporting local jobs and
businesses and working while roads and the public transport network are quieter as Victorians stayed at home.
I’m delighted that new Cheltenham station opened to the public this weekend after two months of intensive
work. I’d like the thank the workers on site adhering to the strict rules in place around physical distancing,
increased industrial cleaning and provisions of personal protective equipment.
The new station has two sets of lifts and stairs and a new forecourt and community open space along Charman
Road featuring the iconic station palm trees. A multilevel rail passenger car park is set to be completed next
year.
Cheltenham is the eighth of 12 new stations to be built on the Frankston line as part of a $3 billon rail
infrastructure investment that also includes removing 18 level crossings, more than any other rail line in
Victoria.
I know firsthand that local traffic has already improved with the three roads reopening boom gate free.
Previously, the boom gates at Cheltenham and Mentone could be down for up to 49 minutes of the morning
peak—causing delays and frustration for the 38 000 vehicles that cross the tracks each day.
The action I seek from the minister is to provide my office with an update on the progress of work at the other
transport infrastructure projects underway in my electorate of Southern Metropolitan Region.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION ROADWORKS
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for the Suburban Rail
Loop and Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19, the Honourable Jacinta Allan, MP.
Across south-east Melbourne we’re getting on with our infrastructure commitments safely.
With Melburnians staying safe and staying home, disruptive roadworks can be delivered while traffic volumes
are lower.
In July the $225 million Thompsons Road upgrade was completed four months ahead of schedule, following
a major intersection upgrade at Frankston-Dandenong Road in Carrum Downs.
Major works on the intersection, which is used by more than 58 000 motorists a day, included removing the
roundabout, installing traffic lights and adding new lanes over five weeks.
Through this project 10.7 kilometres of Thompsons Road was duplicated, and the Thompsons Road level
crossing on the Cranbourne line is gone for good. The nearby Evans Road level crossing will be removed
later this year.
Across Melbourne’s south-east we are seeing the innovative ways in which construction companies are
finding ways to get the job done safely and efficiently, in some challenging circumstances.
The Mordialloc Freeway will connect the Mornington Peninsula Freeway at Springvale Road to the Dingley
Bypass, creating a continuous freeway from Frankston to Clayton.
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The project will slash travel times for drivers, ease congestion and provide safer, more reliable journeys for
thousands of drivers in Melbourne’s south-east on completion in 2021.
Over 400 000 hours of labour has been completed on Mordialloc Freeway so far, and works are ramping up
now with reduced traffic on our roads, meaning the disruption to communities has been less than it would
have been.
As part of delivering this project, Governor Road will be closed from Sunday, 23 August 2020, to Sunday,
4 October 2020, to deliver bridge-building works for the new freeway.
Our growing south-east can soon enjoy some major milestones on road upgrades.
The action I seek from the minister is to provide my office with an update on the progress of work at
Mordialloc Freeway following these major works, and at other major road projects across my electorate of
South Eastern Metropolitan Region.

PET WELFARE
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan)
My adjournment is directed to the Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council and the Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Regional Development and Minister for Resources, the Honourable Jaclyn Symes, MP.
Under Victoria’s existing laws, anyone who picks up a stray cat or dog must provide it to their local council,
or to a person or business that has a specific agreement with a council—known as an 84Y agreement—to
accept lost pets. They can’t just call the owner. But our government has promised to improve this.
I ask that the minister consider what additional reporting requirements by vet clinics and registered animal
shelters may be required; so that animals can be directly reunited with their owner by any clinic or animal
shelter, without compromising public safety.

COVID-19
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Premier.
When the coronavirus first arrived in Victoria, we were told that we had to go into lockdown to ‘flatten the curve’.
We were told that the curve had to be flattened, so our health system was not overwhelmed and so we could
accumulate enough medical equipment to combat the virus and protect our health workers.
That was nearly six months ago.
Now, we find ourselves amidst another set of lockdowns and lock-ups, with no clear objective in sight.
We are constantly told that, ‘We must drive the cases down’, but are never told how far down. What is the
definition of ‘down’?
The Premier, his crisis cabinet and senior health officials have not been honest with Victorians.
The public has not been told what the true cost of the lockdowns are and what case numbers we need before
they end their draconian form of state control over individual lives.
Are we aiming for elimination—like New Zealand’s failed strategy that is evidently unsustainable—or are
we still attempting to ‘flatten the curve’ to avoid the overwhelming of the health system?
If the capacity of the health system has not been dramatically increased to bear the burden of increased cases
over the past six months, then those in charge should step aside.
Both the federal and state governments have committed significant expenditure to mental health services for
Victoria in recent months.
On 30 March, the Prime Minister announced a $1.1 billion support package for mental health services in
preparation for the full impact of the coronavirus.
This week, the federal government announced that it will invest another nearly $32 million in 15 new mental
health clinics in our state.
In May, the federal government also committed an additional $20 million in spending on mental health
services.
The state government has recently committed $26 million to address the mental health needs of small business
owners and their workers.
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Implicit in these commitments is an acknowledgement of the enormous damage to the mental health of many
Victorians as a consequence of this lockdown.
Despite that, the Victorian government has not been clear to the public about how many lives are being lost
to suicide or permanent damage to mental wellbeing.
There are many costs to this lockdown, in both lives and livelihoods, that do not exclusively pertain to the
virus itself.
On Sunday, 2 August, the Premier declared a state of disaster in Victoria, which can only be predicated on
the legislative requirement that there is an emergency which ‘constitutes or is likely to constitute a significant
and widespread danger to life or property in Victoria’.
Perhaps ironically, the state of disaster itself and the draconian regulations that come with it are a primary
cause of the significant danger to life or property.
The action I seek is for the Premier to immediately make it clear to Victorians the specific objective of the
lockdowns with respect to case numbers and the rationale behind it, including supporting data around the cost
to the state and lives lost to suicide.

COVID-19
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minster for Health.
The coronavirus pandemic has tragically claimed the lives of 351 Victorians.
Every one of these lives lost is devastating for a circle of family and friends and is deeply regrettable.
In order to make rational, evidence-based policy decisions, there must be absolute transparency of all
information and statistics relating to the consequences of the virus. This includes extenuating circumstances
of death.
While it is uncomfortable to talk about, and is often dismissed as conspiracy theorising or inconsiderate, it is
integral to understand what pre-existing conditions a deceased individual may have been afflicted with prior
to contracting the virus. It is important information. There may be other circumstances, such as living wills
preventing intubation, that are also factors in the deceased’s circumstances.
It is not sufficient to be told by the Premier that this young person or that aged-care resident died without
knowing that there were other issues present that caused the patient to be especially vulnerable. People of all
ages can be healthy or unhealthy.
It is now widely known that many victims are dying with the virus, not just because of it.
The government should have this information; if they don’t have it, they should get it and they should release
the information to the public.
The action I seek is for the minister to release detailed anonymised data about the pre-existing health
conditions and other circumstances that surround the deaths of Victorians with COVID-19.

COVID-19
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Treasurer, and it relates to a lack of financial support for sole traders amidst
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Sole traders have been left behind by the state government. Because they don’t employ staff, they cannot
access the grants that are on offer through the Business Support Fund. This is a fund that has the capacity to
provide a critical source of cash flow to assist many sole traders to meet their ongoing business overheads and
expenses—assistance that these sole traders have been denied.
Within my electorate I have had many sole traders contact me to express their frustrations and distress. They
are worried that their businesses will simply not survive the restrictions imposed upon them by the pandemic.
Demi from Bairnsdale has worked tirelessly to build her business trading as a beauty therapist. As a sole trader
who is unable to access financial support, she has resorted to taking out a business loan to meet many ongoing
overheads—items such as equipment and commercial rent obligations. All because Demi does not employ
any staff, she is unable to access cash flow support through the Business Support Fund. The ability to access
grants that any other business owner with overheads and staff have been privy to would reduce some of the
stress and financial pressure for Demi.
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Many of these family-owned businesses are also frustrated at not being able to gain support through the
Business Victoria hotline. Businesses that are unsure of their obligations under stage 3 and 4 restrictions are
currently being advised to call the Business Victoria hotline for advice on how restrictions apply to their
situation. But this hotline does little to address their uncertainty.
Sole traders, the smallest of small businesses, are left high and dry.
To date, The Nationals have called on the Andrews government to urgently step up and provide support to all
Victorian businesses hit by these restrictions, including sole traders, before even more lives and livelihoods
are ruined.
The Andrews government must ensure that Business Support Fund support is made available for all Victorian
small businesses and sole traders impacted by COVID restrictions.
Unless the government addresses the inequity of these grants, there will be many sole traders who will simply
not be able to survive the pandemic.
The action that I therefore seek is for the Business Support Fund to be extended to Victoria’s sole traders so
they can access the critical supports that other businesses in Victoria are granted.

COVID-19
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment debate is for the attention of the Premier and relates to the urgent need to better protect
regional V/Line travellers and specifically Gippslanders.
The action I seek is for the Premier to implement consistent daily metropolitan border checks on Gippslandbound V/Line services.
Gippsland is regarded as an easy thoroughfare from metropolitan Melbourne via V/Line rail or coach.
However, while there are daily checkpoints on our highways, the same level of surveillance and scrutiny is
not in place on our V/Line rail and coach public transport system.
Both the general public and V/Line staff from Gippsland and around the state confirm that there are no regular
daily checks of passengers on the boundary leaving stage 4 travelling to stage 3 or vice versa.
Since early July, when the regional travel ban was implemented, V/Line passengers have travelled
overwhelmingly unchecked into Gippsland.
While I have nothing but admiration and respect for our local police who are attempting to keep us safe by
conducting a localised V/Line blitz over a couple of days, they are clearly under-resourced and undermanned
to carry out significant and ongoing daily checkpoints.
Residents continue to be rightfully concerned about increasing infection rates, and public transport remains
worrisome for regular commuters.
Tougher scrutiny of the reason for all modes of travel into Gippsland, including checking the validity of work
permits and inspecting paperwork to support the reason for travel, is needed.
For many residents who need to undertake essential travel, V/Line is their only transport option. Their health
and safety should be a priority and not neglected.
There is strong evidence that shows the virus is continuing to escape into Central Gippsland, and it is clear
we can’t afford any more of Labor’s failures in containing COVID-19.
Premier, I ask you to strengthen border controls into Gippsland to prevent the spread of coronavirus, more
people out of work and more businesses closing.

COVID-19
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Creative Industries and Minister
for Equality, Martin Foley, MP, in the other place.
The pandemic has intensified already high demand for mental health services and support in all kinds of ways
across the state.
To increase capacity, Victoria’s mental health system will receive nearly $60 million in an additional boost
to get more people support when they need it—now and after the pandemic is over and its effects are still
being felt.
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The $59.7 million in new funding will strengthen the surge capacity of clinical and community mental health
services across Victoria to cope with additional presentations and reduce pressure on hospital emergency
departments—ensuring Victorians can get the care they need, even as demand for services spikes.
The action I seek from the minister is that he provides an update on the progress of this package in how it has
helped and will help people who are suffering from mental health concerns arising from COVD-19 in the
Eastern Metropolitan Region.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION HOMELESSNESS FUNDING
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Planning and Minister for Housing, the Honourable
Richard Wynne, MP, in the other place. The Victorian government recently made announcements supporting
homeless Victorians to stay safe and protect their health during the coronavirus pandemic and to exit
homelessness in the longer term.
At the start of the pandemic the Victorian government acted swiftly to provide:
•

almost $16 million in funding to secure emergency accommodation and private rental assistance
for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness

•

$8.8 million to establish coronavirus isolation and recovery centres for people experiencing
homelessness who have been diagnosed or are awaiting diagnosis and need to self-isolate

•

$80 million in rent relief grants to ensure that low-income renters who have lost work don’t accrue
large debts and risk losing their tenancy.

As a result of our early interventions, over 2000 homeless Victorians are currently accommodated in hotels
and motels across the state.
To help these households’ transition from homelessness to a home, we’ve committed to a $150 million
housing and support package that includes:
•

the Housing Establishment Fund (HEF) to help keep people safe in emergency accommodation
during the COVID-19 pandemic from the end of July 2020 until April 2021 while they are
transitioned into longer term housing options—$46.53 million

•

assistance to help people in hotels to enter and sustain a tenancy in the private rental market—
$3.90 million

•

headleasing for up to 1100 properties for people exiting emergency accommodation—
$44.38 million over two years

•

support services including specialist homelessness workers, mental health and drug and alcohol
support, family violence services and nursing services for health issues to ensure people can
maintain their accommodation and address their health and wellbeing needs—$56 million for over
four years from 2020–21.

This funding will be allocated to homelessness agencies in metropolitan and regional areas, enabling them to
deliver a tailored and more responsive service based on the needs of individuals.
The action I seek from the minister is that he provides an update on the progress of this package in how it has
helped and will help people experiencing homelessness arising from COVD-19 in the Eastern Metropolitan
Region.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY JOB
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Attorney-General.
Throughout this pandemic and the economic crisis resulting from draconian lockdowns, we have constantly
been told by politicians and media alike that ‘We are all in this together’.
Recently a new job vacancy has been advertised by the Victorian government for the position of director,
inclusion and intersectionality, in the Department of Justice and Community Safety, offering an annual salary
of up to $250 000.
The advertisement describes the role of the director as ‘elevating and broadening the department’s approach
to inclusion and intersectionality’ and ‘developing and implementing strategies to ensure justice systems are
inclusive and equitable’.
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This is all while estimates suggest that between 250 000 and 400 000 Victorians will lose their jobs,
potentially thousands of businesses will close due to the stage 4 lockdowns caused by Labor’s hotel quarantine
debacle.
Anyone with any sense would think that the Labor government would reconsider their obsession with far-left
ideas like intersectionality that are at odds with meritocracy after the disastrous decision to use a particular
private security firm to operate hotel quarantine due to its accordance with ‘social inclusion’ policies.
But like all ideologues, the government seems to be sticking to its guns and will continue to entertain these
out-of-touch ideas that clearly hinder governance and add to extra unnecessary government expenditure in
this state.
Bureaucracy should not be focused on how to be the most ‘inclusive’, but instead how to most efficiently
deliver services for taxpayers and how to stay out of individuals’ lives as much as possible.
The action I seek is for the Attorney-General to ensure this position is abolished, given the zero benefits that
it provides to the state.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter tonight is directed to the Attorney-General and regards justices of the peace and bail
justices.
The services JPs provide on a volunteer basis are incredibly important to the community, and we must ensure
these services continue to be available during this time.
From what I understand, the Royal Victorian Association of Honorary Justices, the Law Institute of Victoria
and the Department of Justice and Community Safety have been working together to provide appropriate
guidelines and keep JPs well informed during the pandemic.
From the JPs I’ve spoken to in my electorate, a few have been able to move to conducting certain document
witnessing and certification services via Zoom—but many have not. It would seem that many JPs are typically
older members of the community and have decided to ‘shut up shop’ for the time being, due to the risks
associated with COVID.
This likely puts an additional burden on those who are able to offer services online, as well as post offices and
pharmacies who are authorised to provide true copy and statutory declaration certifications. Also considering
that people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds may need a JP who speaks their language,
I can foresee a problem if services are stretched thin.
I note that currently on the department’s website, expressions of interest or applications for the volunteer roles
of bail justices or justices of the peace are not being accepted at this time.
I have been advised from the Royal Victorian Association of Honorary Justices that they are launching an
online learning portal very shortly, but the problem remains that not all JPs will be able to make use of it,
because some lack the access to and understanding of technology.
In New South Wales, JP Online is an online portal for prospective JPs and existing JPs to complete a range
of tasks all in one place on the NSW justice department’s website. This sounds like a good way to make
training and advice readily available, as well as encouraging younger people to become a JP.
As we continue to move all aspects of our lives towards ‘COVID normal’, the action that I seek is for the
Attorney-General to investigate ways to improve the online literacy and support for JPs, as well as ways to
encourage younger people to become a JP.

WORKING FOR VICTORIA
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
My adjournment is for the Minister for Employment regarding the Victorian government’s Working for
Victoria initiative. The Government’s $500 million Working for Victoria program is creating employment
opportunities for people who have lost their jobs due to the coronavirus pandemic while delivering valuable
community services.
I understand the initiative so far has created more than 9000 jobs since it launched in April. The action I seek
is for the minister to direct her department to provide an update on the jobs funded in the Eastern Metropolitan
Region through Working for Victoria.
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SMALL BUSINESS TENANCIES
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, and the
action I seek is that the government review the Retail Leases Act 2003 in consultation with small business
tenants and their landlords to find equitable ways for businesses affected by COVID-19 to terminate or
renegotiate leases.
My office has been inundated with calls and emails for help from small business owners throughout my
electorate. They have been thankful for the government grants and the instructions to landlords to waiver and
defer rent, but the reality is that is not enough to ensure the future of their businesses.
The Australian Venues Association advises me that operators are locked into leases that predate the current
circumstances and are no longer fit for purpose.
They assert that terms, amounts, duration et cetera should all be subject to both market review clauses and
early termination clauses, giving tenants the ability to walk away with the preservation of equity in their
company if possible and safety from action taken against personal guarantors when not.
Providing the commercial tenant with some leverage would serve to create a scenario where the landlord and
tenant can work together towards a mutually beneficial relationship on equitable grounds. It can be a winwin.
The problem many face is that they are at the behest of their landlords. We are in a radically different rental
market—what is the use of operating a cafe in a high foot traffic area if there are no people—but many
landlords have been unreasonable with their tenants.
Many of the businesses who have contacted my office are going through the mediation process with the small
business commissioner, but in the end that won’t save their business. Even when the current restrictions end,
many businesses will never get back up on their feet. Those that service international tourists, those that rely
on a room packed full of music lovers are not going to be profitable for many months, if not years.
The action I seek is for the minister to review the legislation and enable leases to be subject to market review
and small businesses to terminate their lease without losing the shirt of their back.

COVID-19
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
My adjournment matter is for the Treasurer and concerns the event industry and in particular Carson White
and his partner Simone Ashton, who run a company called Leading Voice. This firm is based in Oakleigh in
my Southern Metropolitan Region. He makes the following points to me about the impact of Labor’s
COVID-19 bans.
The company supplies speakers to the event industry. The company has been growing rapidly over the past
few years. Turnover was $1.5 million. Then COVID hit and then live events were shut down.
The company lost 95 per cent of everything that had been booked.
Carson says that, ‘Never in the history of this state has a government shut down industry without any support.
Yet other industries are allowed to operate’. He feels the events industry is carrying the burden. He feels that
the government is deliberately stopping the events industry from making a living and there is basically zero
support.
The events industry is hurting without any stimulus, and there are hundreds of businesses in his industry going
through the same issues.
The government has neglected the industry, which has been decimated, and it’s going to be hard to keep
operating unless there is a stimulus. A lot of companies in his industry won’t be able to trade because they are
owed money and they can’t get bank loans to keep operating. And where is Steve Dimopoulos, the member
for Oakleigh? Nowhere to be seen.
Like so many in the events industry Carson and Simone have had no support whatsoever from the Andrews
Labor government. The action that I seek from the Treasurer is that he provide proper backup financial support
for those in the events industry, including Carson White and his partner Simone Ashton, instead of allowing
the sector to drift and wither with so many jobs lost.
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MELTON HEALTH SERVICES
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is to the Treasurer in the other place.
The action that I seek is whether the funding for land acquisition of the promised 24-hour hospital in the City
of Melton is to be included in the 2020–2021 state budget.
The population of Melbourne’s west is booming, and the City of Melton is one of these areas at the heart—
serving both metropolitan and regional areas.
As the government is aware, the nearest major hospitals for residents of the City of Melton are the western
hospital in Footscray—more than 30 kilometres away—and Sunshine.
The more local Bacchus Marsh hospital is struggling. Emergencies are diverted to Ballarat or Sunshine and
the travel time is over 30 minutes—followed by significant wait times on arrival.
The previous State Budget committed $2.4 million for the development of a business case for a new hospital.
Now is the time to realise this project with funding for the land acquisition so that building may commence.
The City of Melton community are keen to see this promise by the Andrews government finally delivered.
At no other time has it been more important to provide a hospital to the people in this area—an area that has
been highly affected by COVID-19 and will no doubt have survivors needing ongoing treatment for chronic
illnesses they will be left with.
It will also provide people with jobs where they live, aiding in the recovery effort.
By the community’s own words: a 24-hour Melton hospital will create hundreds of local jobs during
construction and hundreds more permanent jobs for nurses, doctors, allied health professionals and support
and administrative staff.
Further, the hospital will support a growing community by providing lifelong health care.
These jobs and healthcare provisions will go far to support our outer metro and regional communities. Many
have relied on travelling into the inner metro areas for work and health care. Now they are unable to do so—
or have to at considerable risk—due to the pandemic.
Building the Melton hospital is a significant, transformative project with positive health and economic impact
to this growing community—benefiting Melton, Melbourne’s Western Metropolitan Region and regional
areas.

WORKER ENTITLEMENTS
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment is for the Assistant Treasurer, Danny Pearson.
The Victorian community has been shocked at the alleged exploitation and underpayment of security guards
associated with the Andrews Labor government’s failed hotel quarantine program, the botched program that
has given Victoria the current lockdown.
Following reports that some guards were receiving $20 an hour or less without statutory entitlements, on
15 July I wrote to the Fair Work ombudsman requesting an investigation into these allegations, which has
now commenced.
Since that time there have been several alarming media reports that the alleged sham contracting and
underpayments as part of the hotel quarantine program aren’t a one-off but rather the norm for Victorian
government security contracts.
Several industry insiders have alleged that the security contracts on some Victorian government major
projects are tendered at rates below the legal hourly rate, which is then allegedly made up either by
underpaying guards or by ghost invoicing.
It’s well known the industry relies heavily on international students and other visa holders who are reluctant,
for obvious reasons, to formally complain about wage underpayment.
Chip Le Grand and Paul Sakkal of the Age wrote a story on 14 December last year entitled ‘Security company
guarding many major events triggers alarm’. The article referenced MA Services Group; it cites opaque
employment arrangements and the use of multiple entities to manage different legal obligations.
The peak body for the industry, the Australian Security Industry Association Limited, has said it costs $41 per
hour to put a guard on the job legally with all entitlements paid, without overheads or profit.
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MA was found to have underpaid workers on some of the government’s level crossing jobs, which in the
article it describes as ‘inadvertent’.
It has been put to me that security provided on government major projects such as the West Gate Tunnel
Project and the Metro Tunnel, I’m advised currently tendered to MA, is done at a rate below what is legally
required to be paid, once loadings, leave and other entitlements are included.
A similar allegation has been made to me about the government’s security contract for the Mordialloc bypass.
These are very serious allegations that must be investigated.
If these allegations are true, it would appear that the pious, self-righteous lecturing about workers’ rights by
the government is yet another example of ‘Do what I say, not what I do’ from Daniel Andrews and his hapless
ministers. President, Labor members often talk about wage theft, but do they condone it, or turn a blind eye
to it, on their own much-trumpeted major projects?
The action I therefore seek from the Assistant Treasurer is that he gives a guarantee that all security workers,
contractors and subcontractors working on Victorian government sites and projects are being paid what they
are legally entitled to and, if he can’t give such a guarantee, to initiate an immediate review of these contractual
arrangements that the government or its contractors have entered into.

COVID-19
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Local Government. Minister, the COVID-19 crisis has hit many
families and many businesses across our state very hard. The loss of jobs, the loss of businesses is doing
tremendous and lasting damage.
Many businesses and property owners will not be able to afford the rate rises planned by councils across the
state. This pressure on families and small businesses is especially so in an environment of negative wage
growth in the private sector.
Minister, the action I seek from you in the adjournment is that you intervene to freeze council rates and ensure
that no council charges more rates this year than last.
If you will not freeze rate rises, will you at least ensure that the rate rises do not exceed this year’s actual CPI?

RESPONSES
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (15:25): We have received a number of adjournment matters
tonight: Ms Crozier to the Minister for Health; Mr Limbrick to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services; Mr Ondarchie to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety; Dr Cumming to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure; Mr Finn to the Premier; Dr Kieu to the Minister for Higher Education;
another special from Mr Quilty, where he has called on the Premier to establish the kingdom of
Quiltyville where he will rule over that particular river, but I will pass on that matter to the Premier;
Mr O’Donohue to the Treasurer; Dr Bach to the Minister for Education; and Mr Rich-Phillips to the
Minister for Education as well. I will make sure all those are passed on.
While Mr Davis’s adjournment to me I will not acquit tonight, I will give him a response. Mr Davis’s
was quite a broad-ranging link to the Minister for Local Government in that I think it was probably
better directed at the Minister for Transport Infrastructure or maybe the Minister for Ports and Freight
given that the concerns around the way certain material was going to be moved are relevant to the
West Gate Tunnel Project, but I will say to Mr Davis that I am meeting with the Strathbogie Shire
Council within days. I have met with I think every council in some form in the last few weeks, but I
will be having an individual meeting with Strathbogie council and I will have a conversation around
this concern with them as well and give Mr Davis a response.
As far as written responses to adjournment debate matters go, there are 10 responses: Mr Finn on
19 March 2020, Ms Lovell on 23 April 2020, Mr Rich-Phillips on 2 June 2020, Mr Limbrick on
4 June 2020, Ms Maxwell on 16 June 2020, Dr Bach on 17 June 2020, Mr Meddick on 17 June 2020,
Mr Ondarchie on 17 June 2020, Ms Crozier on 18 June 2020 and Mr Ondarchie on 18 June 2020.
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Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:28): Under standing order 4.14 I seek an
explanation for the outstanding responses to the following adjournment matters: item 659 asked on
23 April for the attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, item 680 asked on 2 June
for the attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and item 746 asked on 18 June for
the attention of the Attorney-General.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (15:28): Regarding responses not received, I draw the
house’s attention to the standing orders, particularly standing order 4.14. It talks about responses that
are due in time. An adjournment matter raised with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
on 4 June about police resources is now 75 days late, and the Minister for Roads, in relation to a matter
on 16 June regarding Dalton and Settlement roads in Thomastown, is now 63 days late. I seek an
explanation from the minister why they have not been furnished.
Dr Cumming: On a point of order, President, I am not quite sure if Mr Leane mentioned the
adjournment that I just raised. The action that I seek is from the Minister for Transport Infrastructure
in the other place, and it is in regard to the growth areas infrastructure contribution funding.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (15:29): On the point of order, I am confident that I did,
Dr Cumming, but if I have not, I will make sure it is passed on to that particular minister.
In terms of the reasons for different adjournment matters to ministers other than me, I have no
particular explanation other than I would imagine, with the difficulties of people having to work
remotely, that may have delayed some of these responses that the members have asked for.
Mr Ondarchie interjected.
Mr LEANE: I am having a crack. But I do concede to both the members that it is not good enough,
and I commit to chasing up those responses on behalf of both of them.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (15:30): During question time there was a question from Ms Patten to Minister
Mikakos, and I allowed her one day to respond for both the question and the supplementary, but the
correct date should be two days. I have to make this clear to the chamber.
The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 3.32 pm until Tuesday, 1 September.
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Written adjournment responses
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 18 August 2020
RIDDELL ROAD, SUNBURY, PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (19 March 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
As you may appreciate, the Department of Transport (DoT) receives many requests for infrastructure
improvements (like new pedestrian crossings) across the state’s transport network. These are considered
based on various factors including (but not limited to) traffic volumes, pedestrian activity levels, nearby land
uses, and safety records.
DoT met with the Hume City Council in late 2019 and subsequently installed pedestrian warning signs on
Riddell Road, near Clarke Oval, to help raise motorist awareness of the presence of pedestrians in the area.
DoT will continue to work with its road safety partners (including the Hume City Council and Victoria Police)
to monitor the operation and safety of this location and the need for any future improvements.

GOULBURN VALLEY HEALTH
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (23 April 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
Unlike the previous Liberal National government, the Andrews Labor government has a track record of
delivering significant capital investment to Goulburn Valley Health (GVH).
Construction on the GVH Shepparton Hospital redevelopment is progressing, with works accelerated and
completed on the new Inpatient Tower, new Intensive Care Unit and new operating theatres, should they be
needed throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
It’s just one of the projects the Andrews Labor Government is delivering as part of its unprecedented $7 billion
health infrastructure build program—the largest in Victorian history.
The 2019-20 Budget invests more in health infrastructure alone that the previous Liberal National government
did during their entire four years in office. The Budget commits $2 million through the Regional Health
Infrastructure Fund to plan for Stage 2 of the GHV redevelopment.
Big hospital projects mean proper planning that considers the communities’ current and future healthcare
needs—and that’s exactly what we’re doing with funds delivered for planning Stage 2. Service planning and
feasibility studies are currently underway and will look at an integrated model for inpatient, community and
primary mental health on the Graham Street campus; currently these services are spread over several sites in
Shepparton.
Minister for Mental Health Martin Foley announced in Shepparton in February that, following a
recommendation made by the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System and the HOPE
initiative’s success, the Andrews Labor Government would soon be rolling out the HOPE initiative in the
Goulburn Valley.
The HOPE initiative provides support and follow up for people leaving hospital after a suicide attempt.
Assertive outreach workers also work with families, friends and carers, to help their loved on during this
critical time.
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HAMPTON PARK SECONDARY COLLEGE
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
Thank you for raising this matter with me.
I am advised the Department of Education and Training has been working with the Principal of the school to
assess the information received. I am advised that on the information currently available, there is no evidence
that an underpayment has occurred. The matter remains under consideration.

COVID-19
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business):
The Victorian Government continues to support Local Councils to remove red-tape and reduce the regulatory
burden for businesses wishing to trade in shared spaces through the Better Approvals Project.
The project is a key reform from the Small Business Regulation Review’s Retail Action Statement—saving
businesses time, money and stress by streamlining Local Government approvals processes. Simplifying
footpath trading permits is one of the project’s key deliverables. The Better Approvals Project has already
been completed at 61 councils.
Post-project data collected from Local Councils that have undertaken the project show significant reductions
in multiple permit approval times of 73 per cent are being achieved.

MILDURA PASSENGER RAIL SERVICES
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
V/Line operates more than 50 coach services a week to or from Mildura, via either Donald and Ballarat, or
Swan Hill and Bendigo. Some services also connect with other coach routes to enable onward travel for
passengers between Mildura and both Albury and Geelong.
When it comes to Mildura, the Government’s transport priority remains the upgrade of the Murray Basin Rail
Network. Our investment has already improved the condition of the Mildura rail line, a necessary precursor
to any return of passenger rail to the region.

GRAND BOULEVARD–HUME HIGHWAY, CRAIGIEBURN
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
Areas within and around Craigieburn are changing quickly. One of the ways the Department of Transport
(DoT) responds is to coordinate the safe and efficient movement of people through traffic lights by assessing
and balancing the demands for all road users. At the intersection of Hume Highway, Grand Boulevard and
Amaroo Road, traffic lights operate in a way that prioritises the movement of inbound traffic during the
morning peak period and to outbound traffic during the afternoon peak period. At other times, priority given
to road users varies depending on the demand.
DoT has reviewed the traffic lights timing at the Grand Boulevard intersection and has advised that some
adjustments were made on 23 June 2020 to help alleviate congestion and delays for people travelling on
Grand Boulevard and Mt Ridley Road during the morning peak. The department will continue to monitor this
intersection.
Further, as part of the Northern Roads Upgrade package of works, Craigieburn Road is one of six roads in the
northern areas of Melbourne which will be upgraded to help improve traffic flow and travel times.
Works are expected to commence later this year.
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COVID-19
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19)
At the point of collection people were informed that the information collected would inform the discussion at
the Lessons from Remote and Flexible Learning Summit (the Summit) and to assist the Department of
Education and Training to identify opportunities to strengthen school education in Victoria.
The request being made does not align to this purpose.
Further, the submissions include free-text comments which may contain personal and/or sensitive information
that cannot be publicly released due to privacy constraints.

HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
Under the Road Safety Act 1986, horse drawn carriages are recognised as a vehicle and are entitled to operate
on the road network. Like all other vehicles, horse drawn carriages are required to comply with the Road
Safety Road Rules 2017. These rules are in place to ensure the safety of all road users.
If there are instances where horse drawn carriages have not complied with the road rules, then these unsafe
practices should be reported to Victoria Police and appropriate enforcement action should be taken.
I am advised by the Department of Transport (DoT) that there is insufficient evidence of systematic safety
problems to justify banning horse drawn carriages from using public roads. However, it may be appropriate
to review parts of the road network they have access to on safety and network efficiency grounds.
I have requested that DoT discuss these matters with councils who manage roads that horse drawn carriages
frequently use.

PASCOE VALE TRAFFIC LIGHTS
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
The operation of traffic lights supports the safe movement of people across the network and the Department
of Transport designs traffic light operations to balance the needs of all road users.
Like other intersections controlled by traffic lights across the network, the Reynolds Road and Bell Street
intersection is monitored using detection technology (embedded within the road pavement) to capture the
volume of motorists passing through the intersection. This data is used to analyse demand and then allocate
time for each movement at the intersection to help maximise efficiency and network performance.
The volume of people moving along Bell Street is typically significantly greater than that on Reynolds Road,
so traffic lights operate to give priority to the movement of traffic along Bell Street during the morning and
afternoon peak commuter periods. Outside of these times, priority is more variable but still dependent on
traffic demands from all directions.
The Department of Transport has reviewed the operation of traffic lights at this intersection and consider them
to be operating appropriately (including in the context of how other nearby traffic lights operate). Modifying
the operation of traffic lights at this intersection would cause additional delay and congestion and disrupt the
network performance that the current operation is trying to achieve.
While the Department of Transport will not implement changes at this time, it will continue to monitor this
intersection (while considering the performance of the surrounding network) to determine the need for any
changes in the future.
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COVID-19
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
This matter is now subject to an independent judicial inquiry which will examine these issues.
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Answers to constituency questions
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period shown.

5 August to 18 August 2020
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18 February 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
The Andrews Labor Government has been working to transform our public transport system through an
unprecedented investment in the metropolitan train network with, among other things, construction of the
$11 billion Metro Tunnel, the $1 billion Cranbourne line upgrade, the removal of 75 level crossings and a
significant boost to maintenance and renewal expenditure across the network.
We have also introduced stronger service delivery and punctuality requirements in the new contracts for
operation of the metropolitan train network that commenced in November 2017. These contracts introduced
new monthly public targets for service delivery and punctuality for the whole of the network which were
significantly higher than the contract thresholds set in previous arrangements.
We will continue to make the necessary investments and improvements to our public transport network.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (19 February 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
As a result of the Andrews Labor Government’s unprecedented $1 billion investment in Victoria’s ambulance
service, ambulance response performance continues to improve including in Indigo Shire. The latest quarterly
performance data shows in the three months to March, paramedics responded to Code 1 emergencies in Indigo
Shire more than three minutes faster than under the previous Liberal National government.
The Andrews Labor Government remains committed to working with our regional communities to ensure
ambulances are getting to the scene of emergencies faster across the state. That’s why in our first term we
publicly released ambulance performance data on a quarterly basis, unlike the previous Liberal National
government that concealed this data.
Ambulance Victoria has also met with the Indigo Shire Chief Executive Officer and councillors to discuss
the services they provide and work they are undertaking to meet demand and community expectations,
including: the development of Heart Safe communities; adoption of the international GoodSAM smartphone
App; and Victorian Stroke Telemedicine service.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (5 March 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting individuals and communities devastated by the
2019/20 bushfires to get back on their feet. We know recovery is not a quick process and individuals and
communities will need time to recover at their own pace. The Victorian Government is committed to working
with impacted communities to help them take ownership of their own recovery.
Applications for emergency re-establishment payments are still open and complement a range of grants and
assistance measures delivered by Bushfire Recovery Victoria that are available to those impacted by the
2019/20 fires. There are a number of grants programs that have been made available beyond 31 July 2020,
including:
•

Small business bushfire support grants of $10,000 to assist with the costs of maintaining small
businesses both directly and indirectly affected by the 2019/20 fires, and small business recovery
grants of up to $50,000 for small businesses directly affected by the 2019/20 fires.
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•

Disaster recovery payments of $1000 per adult and $400 per child for people who have been
seriously injured, had their home directly damaged or destroyed or are the immediate family
members of a person who has died, as a direct result of the 2019/20 fires.

•

Disaster recovery allowances of up to 13 weeks income support for those who have lost income as
a direct result of the 2019/20 fires.

Up to date information on available grants and applicant assistance to be found at www.vic.gov.au/brv. A
range of other financial measures such as tax and bill relief are also available.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (17 March 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government is investing $675 million to build 10 community hospitals in major growth
areas like Craigieburn. A Community Consultative Committee has been established for the Craigieburn
Community Hospital to ensure that the views of the local community are represented during the planning and
development phase of the hospital.
As you may be aware, all 10 Community Consultative Committees came together for an induction meeting
in September 2019. Following from that initial briefing session, each Committee, including the Craigieburn
Community Consultative Committee, has met to discuss their respective projects.
Earlier this year the Victorian Health and Human Services Building Authority consulted over 100 community
members to make sure we get the planning right.
Holding community consultations in person has been a challenge in recent months due to the coronavirus
pandemic, but virtual consultation using technology has allowed us to keep in touch.
A project update was recently shared with community members, which captures the key themes and
opportunities discussed and identified through the consultation that took place earlier this year and broader
community engagement activity.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (19 March 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has implemented a
range of measures to limit the spread of coronavirus (COVID‐19) and protect passengers and workers on
Victoria’s public transport network.
Measures that have been implemented include:
•

The installation of touchless hand sanitising stations across our busiest train stations, tram stops
and bus terminals.

•

Physical distancing and hygiene practises are in place for public transport workers and passengers

•

Regular recorded safety messages and information displays are on trains, trams, and buses

•

Metro Trains, Yarra Trams and V/Line trains have been sanitised every night; all touch surfaces
have been wiped down and entire carriages sprayed with disinfectant

•

Public transport workers are no longer handling cash payments

•

We are encouraging passengers to use online and call centre

•

Passengers who no longer need to use their myki pass can apply for a refund or request to put their
myki pass on hold.
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SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (19 March 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
From 6 August 2020 most school students in Victoria commenced learning remotely. Exceptions to this
include: vulnerable students, children whose parents are permitted workers and for whom no other
arrangements can be made and students in specialist schools in regional Victoria.
Schools, students and parents have been given clear guidance about school operations and attendance in
Term 3, including for cohorts learning on site and those learning from home. Any parent with concerns can
call the Department of Education and Training’s COVID-19 hotline on 1800 338 663.
It is recommended that parents/carers of students with complex medical needs seek advice from the student’s
medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site education is suitable.
With the support of the Department of Education and Training, schools are continuing to manage this
challenging time and ensure all students in Victoria are supported in their education and learning.
To help our students work though any mental health challenges they face due to the coronavirus pandemic, a
range of wellbeing resources for students, parents and teachers have been introduced. These resources
complement the existing mental health and wellbeing support available to all Victorian government school
students.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (23 April 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
The section of Upper Heidelberg Road from South West of Banksia Street to St Elmo Road (near The Centre
Ivanhoe) has been identified for resurfacing works. The delivery of works is expected during the summer
months of 2020‐21.
The road section from Bell Street to South West of Banksia Street will be monitored on a regular basis as part
of its routine maintenance program.
Where sections of arterial roads have deteriorated, DoT is managing these with short‐term safety repairs, such
as fixing potholes to ensure that it keeps the road in a safe condition.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
All transport companies known to have visited the premises during the period of interest were contacted, and
the risk to drivers was assessed.
There were no drivers identified as having prolonged contact at Cedar Meats, and therefore these drivers did
not qualify as close contacts who required testing.
All transport companies reported to have visited Cedar Meats during the period of interest were provided
advice and support to ensure anyone who was concerned could self-identify to the department.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
Victoria’s restrictions continue to place strict limits on gatherings and the operation of certain premises—this
includes limits on weddings, food and drink facilities and nightclubs.
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Bars and nightclubs within metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire (the Restricted Area) are currently
prohibited from operating, except as a bottleshop or for takeaway.
Outside these areas, licensed premises, including bars and nightclubs, can provide seated service only, with
tables spaced 1.5 metres apart, group booking size limited to 10 people, and the number of patrons per
enclosed space limited to a maximum of 20. Dance floors remain closed and can only be used for seated drink
or food service.
These strict requirements remain necessary to stop the spread of COVID-19 in the community—it is critical
that these restrictions are adhered to in order to stop the spread of the virus in the community.
Any easing of restrictions remains subject to advice of the Chief Health Officer and will depend upon
compliance with restrictions within the community, the rate of testing, and the spread of COVID-19 in
Victoria.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
I would first like to acknowledge the important contribution of the outdoor education and camps industry,
and the benefits to Victorian students accessing these services.
Stage 4 restrictions are in place for metropolitan Melbourne, while Stage 3 restrictions have been reintroduced
for Regional Victoria, including Mitchell Shire. These restrictions include a return to remote and flexible
learning for all schools, and school camps and excursions are once again on hold.
All decisions regarding the operation of school camps have been based on advice from Victoria’s Chief Health
Officer and the Department of Health and Human Services. Schools were encouraged to postpone and
reschedule rather than cancel any planned camps or excursions. I want to emphasise that this decision was
made to ensure the health and wellbeing of the students, staff, families and communities of all Victorian
schools and those working in the outdoor education sector. I was concerned to learn that some schools may
have reinstated camps despite the social distancing directions of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer.
I understand that the coronavirus pandemic has severely impacted businesses across the country, including
the outdoor education sector. The Andrews Labor Government has taken a number of steps to address the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on Victorian business owners and their staff. This includes refunding
payroll tax, which was announced as part of the $1.7 billion Economic Survival Package to Support
Businesses and Jobs. The Government has also announced several measures to support small to medium
businesses during this time and details can be found on the Business Victoria website. The Commonwealth
Government has also introduced measures that are designed to support businesses and individuals and there
may be further stimulus packages to come.
Victorian government schools will be encouraged to resume camps and excursions as part of their educational
program as soon as it is safe to do so. The benefits of outdoor education on learning and personal development
are well documented. The outdoor education sector continues to play an important role in realising the vision
for Victoria as the Education State.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I recognise the importance of ensuring the community has the latest information during the COVID-19
pandemic.
This is why the Victorian Government provides information to the community about the Government’s
COVID-19 response and the current restrictions through a number of different channels, including:
Regular press conferences from the Chief Health Officer, which provide the public with information about
the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Victoria, as well as relevant public health response activities
in Victoria. These are supported with daily media releases.
Daily newsletters in the format of Chief Health Officer updates that community members can subscribe to.
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The Department of Health and Human Services website, which provides all the COVID-19 Directions issued
by the Deputy Chief Health Officer and Frequently Asked Questions on each restriction. The website can be
found at: www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
The Business Victoria website, which provides guides and reference material for business owners.
The coronavirus hotline, which all community members, including northern Victorians, can call for advice
on a range of topics. Constituents can reach this hotline on 1800 675 398.
Regular updates on the Department of Health and Human Services’ social media, including Facebook and
Twitter.
Advertising through newspapers, digital, outdoor advertising, radio and social media.
An advice message issued on the VicEmergency website and app.
Information about coronavirus has also been translated into 55 languages.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) has completed its pre‐construction activities on the $2.9 million State
Government funded traffic signals at the intersection of the Princes Highway and Bank Street.
RRV is now planning to coordinate railway level crossing upgrade works with V/Line. These activities will
be primarily associated with the interlinking of the signals to the adjacent railway level crossing on Bank
Street. These works are essential to ensure the subsequent safe operation of the Princes Highway traffic lights.
The State Government will explore a range of avenues to source additional funding to complete this project.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
Thank you for your question and acknowledgement of World Sickle cell Day on Friday 19 June 2020. I would
like to acknowledge the important work that acute health services such as Monash health and not for profit
organization such as Thalassaemia and Sickle Cell Australia play in delivering health care and providing
much needed support to people living will chronic conditions.
All public mental health services have specialist mental health Consultation Liaison Psychiatry services that
work with acute, subacute and ambulatory health services. It is well understood that acute and chronic medical
illness carry an additional burden of mental illness risk. It is also well understood that people with chronic
mental illness are more likely to suffer acute and chronic medical conditions and as a consequence have
shorter life spans.
Of course, more can always be done for people in our community who have very complex medical and mental
health needs. Expanding and enhancing our services as well as linkage with GP’s and other primary health
services is vital in improving the care of people with medical and mental health needs.
Reducing the sigma of mental health is a priority for this government. Improvements to mental health services
is a focus for continuous work. Victoria spend considerable funds on mental health services and has
significantly increased these resources in recent years. The Victorian government initiated the Royal
Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System which is currently looking into the mental health system
across Victoria. The Royal Commission will be focusing on significant reform to improve mental health
services, including the health of people with mental health and chronic medical conditions such as Sickle cell
disease.
The Royal Commission has provided an interim report to the Victorian Government and its final report is due
in February 2021. The Victorian Government has committed to implementing every recommendation
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (4 August 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government is doing all it can to support local communities and businesses to navigate border
restrictions. The implementation of border restrictions is decided by other states, but the impact is being
experienced in all states.
The Victorian Government has no border restrictions in place. Throughout the pandemic response our borders
have remained open for individuals, businesses and freight providers wishing to enter our state.
While we don’t yet know when border restrictions will be eased, the Victorian Government will continue to
work hard to alleviate the impacts on regional communities.
The Minister for Regional Development and the Victorian Cross Border Commissioner are working with
local communities, local businesses and the New South Wales Government to identify and resolve issues
associated with the new border conditions, so that communities can get on with their daily lives and critical
work as smoothly as possible, and eligible businesses can continue to bring food and other crucial supplies to
Victorians.
The directions of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer are issued to help contain the spread of coronavirus and
keep Victorians safe. This includes the assessment of areas within Victoria which have a higher prevalence
of, or risk of exposure to coronavirus.
Under Stage 4 restrictions, residents of metropolitan Melbourne are not permitted to travel to regional
Victoria, unless it is for a permitted reason. Victoria Police is operating road stops and checkpoints to monitor
traffic flow and will continue to scan vehicle registration details and identify the residential addresses of
license holders to help enforce these restrictions.
We know that the introduction of Stage 4 restrictions in metropolitan Melbourne and Stage 3 restrictions in
regional Victoria is challenging for individuals, families and businesses. Nonetheless, we must continue to be
guided by the health advice and to prioritise the safety of all Victorians. There are cases right across the state
including more than 400 active cases in regional Victoria.
More than 340,000 tests have been conducted in regional Victoria and we are encouraging Victorians in
Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong to get tested with additional resources put in place across testing clinics in
these areas to expand access from 14 August.
We have taken unprecedented steps to limit the movement of people, and therefore the movement of this
virus, to protect all Victorians.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (4 August 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
I am deeply aware of the frustrations that border restrictions have caused for many regional Victorian
communities and businesses. These restrictions were set by other governments, but the impact is being
experienced by many Victorians.
I have regular conversations with the NSW Premier on a range of issues arising from the pandemic response,
including the complexities of border restrictions. Additionally, I have tasked the Minister for Regional
Development and the Victorian Cross Border Commissioner with coordinating the Victorian response to
border closures. The Minister and the Commissioner are working tirelessly with local communities, local
businesses, and with the NSW and South Australian governments to identify and resolve as many issues as
possible associated with border closures.
Our government appointed Victoria’s first Cross Border Commissioner, Luke Wilson, in October 2018. The
Commissioner lives and works in the affected border communities and works every day with agencies on
both sides of the border. The importance of his role and of harmonising arrangements for all residents of
cross-border communities—regardless of which side of a map line or river they happen to live on—has
become even more important in recent times.
I will continue to work with other leaders through the National Cabinet on the wide variety of issues affecting
our state and our nation in responding to this crisis, and will continue to use this forum to advocate for all
Victorians, including members of cross border communities.
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While it’s frustrating not knowing when border restrictions can be safely eased, our government will continue
to work hard to alleviate the impact on regional communities.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (4 August 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government is committed to protecting regional communities from coronavirus. By
introducing Stage 4 restrictions in metropolitan Melbourne, we have sought to put a ring around the city.
Stage 4 means that there are further restrictions on Melburnians leaving home for the four permitted reasons.
Melburnians must not travel further than 5 km from their homes to purchase necessary goods and services or
to exercise. Melburnians are not allowed to travel to regional Victoria, including Northern Victoria, unless
this travel is for permitted work, caregiving or medical treatment. Permitted workers are also required to carry
a worker permit when travelling to and from their place of employment if they are working in an approved
category for on-site work.
Victoria Police is enforcing the Stage 4 restrictions and monitoring checkpoints on Melbourne’s outer
metropolitan fringe to protect regional communities. Significant penalties apply for non-compliance and
hundreds of fines have been issued to people who are ignoring the rules. Individuals can be fined up to
$1,652 on the spot, or up to $20,000 through the court system.
Our Government is also working hard to prevent the transmission of coronavirus within regional Victoria.
Stage 3 restrictions have been reintroduced in regional Victoria as we have seen low-level transmission in
some communities. Even though some areas of Victoria have no active cases, we are not willing to take any
risks which may jeopardise the health of regional Victorians.
The Victorian Government is expanding the capacity of regional health services to support their communities
by providing easy access to coronavirus testing. A total of 48 respiratory assessment and testing services have
been established across regional Victoria. As part of our Government’s commitment to creating
4,000 additional ICU beds across the state, we are currently developing extra ICU capacity in Bendigo,
Shepparton, Mildura and Wangaratta. We have also established dedicated regional public health teams to
provide contact tracing and case management for regional cases, including in Bendigo and Shepparton, to
allow prompt and localised responses.
Additionally, more than 340,000 tests have been conducted in regional Victoria and we are encouraging
Victorians in Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong to get tested, with additional resources put in place across testing
clinics in these areas to expand access from 14 August.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (4 August 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government recognises that the introduction of the current restrictions has been very
challenging for many Victorians. These decisions were not taken lightly, and we understand that the
restrictions impact every Victorian and the way we live our lives.
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, our Government made a judgement that significant measures
needed to be implemented to reduce the transmission of coronavirus. International examples have
demonstrated that exponential growth of coronavirus cases could result in a public health crisis. Without these
restrictions, Victoria’s hospitals could have become overrun and the fatality rate from coronavirus could have
been catastrophically high. Our Government acted to prevent this unacceptable situation occurring in Victoria.
We recognise the difficulties caused by these restrictions and we are committed to supporting Victorians who
are experiencing hardship during this time. It is important to note that even under the current restrictions, all
Victorians are able to access medical care, including emergency medical care, and to leave their homes if
they, or their children, are at risk of family violence.
The Victorian Government has invested an additional $40.2 million over two years for crisis accommodation
and specialist support for people experiencing family violence and sexual assault. Our Government has also
invested $195 million to support the mental health and wellbeing of Victorians during the coronavirus
pandemic. This includes $28.5 million to support students, including more than 1,500 school staff to undergo
additional mental health training to help identify at-risk students as remote learning continues.
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Our Government also acknowledges the hardship experienced by Victorian business owners and Victorians
who are unemployed. Since the beginning of the pandemic, $776 million has been received by 77,600 eligible
businesses through Victoria’s Business Support Fund. In the past month, we have additionally provided
$120 million in grants to 24,000 eligible Victorian businesses through the Business Support Expansion Fund.
The Victorian Government is working alongside Commonwealth authorities to support Victorians who are
newly out of work to access the JobSeeker and JobKeeper income support payments.
Our Government understands the challenges and impacts these restrictions have, and we have not made any
of these decisions lightly. We are working hard to support all Victorians in the fight against this virus.
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Written responses to questions without notice
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period shown.

5 August to 18 August 2020
MEMBER CONDUCT
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (17 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
Minister for Health representing the Minister for Multicultural Affairs - I am advised that:
All grant applications go through a rigorous multi-stage assessment, including expert advice from industry
experts and the Victorian Multicultural Commission, prior to Ministerial approval of successful funding
applications.
I am advised that Minister Spence would always be willing to assist in any matters as required.

COVID-19
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
A Board of Inquiry was formally established by the Victorian Government on 2 July to examine aspects of
the Victorian COVID-19 Hotel Quarantine Program, headed by Justice Jennifer Coate AO.
The Board of Inquiry has already commenced hearings.
I will not be providing a commentary while the Inquiry is ongoing.

COVID-19
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
The Victorian Government is focused on the immediate issue of flattening the curve, reducing cases and
driving down rates of unknown community transmission.
The Stage 4 restrictions have been put in place based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer to save lives.

COVID-19
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
Detailed epidemiological and genomic analysis has been provided by the Department and the Doherty
Institute to the Board of Inquiry into the COVID-19 Quarantine Program and it will be the focus of public
hearings as part of that formal judicial process.
We will not be providing a commentary while the Inquiry is ongoing.
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COVID-19
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
The Victorian Government and the Department of Health and Human Services are working tirelessly to
ensure that the latest information is available to the public on both the nature of coronavirus disease and the
response actions taken.
Since the State of Emergency was declared on 16 March 2020, a series of directions have been made under
the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to contain the spread of the virus and save lives. These directions
are made after careful consideration of comprehensive and dynamic information from a range of experts,
including the very best medical advice and current Victorian epidemiological data.
The Directions issued in accordance with these powers are all publicly available on the Department of Health
and Human Services’ website. There are FAQs and specific information for different regions, different
sectors, workforces and particularly vulnerable Victorians which set out the restrictions, required actions and
importantly where to get tested.
On 20 April, the scenario models related to COVID-19 impact were released publicly by the Department of
Health and Human Services and can be found on its website.
Daily media releases are released on the Department of Health and Human Services’ website and there are
multiple opportunities for the public to remain informed of advice and actions at both the National and state
level including the daily media appearances by the Premier, Ministers and Chief Health Officer.

COVID-19
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
Massive efforts across the health system mean we now have 800 ICU beds across the state, with hundreds
more ready to be rapidly scaled up and down as needed to be suitable for coronavirus patients.
We also have more than 1,500 ventilators currently in Victorian health services, can access thousands more
if needed to convert additional beds into ICU capacity–as well as more than 1000 IV pumps, hundreds of
patient monitors and plenty of PPE to distribute to frontline workers.
Should the demand for ICU beds increase, plans are in place to convert a thousand more critical care spaces
to treat coronavirus cases within our hospitals. This includes upgrading operating theatres, recovery and other
ward areas, emergency department spaces, and if really required, more beds can be opened in modular
facilities.
The Stage 4 restrictions have been put in place based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer to save lives.

COVID-19
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
Our team of clinically trained contact tracers include epidemiologists, public health clinicians, doctors, nurses,
medical students and paramedics who provide guidance, expertise and oversight of the contact tracing
process.
In the early stages of the pandemic, the Victorian Government invested $37 million to increase coronavirus
surveillance capacity, allowing for more targeted case identification, contact tracing, isolation advice and
confirmation of individuals who are no longer infectious.
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There are now well over 2,000 people undertaking this vital work including call centre staff and we’ll continue
to provide the team with the resources they need to manage this unprecedented global pandemic.
The Government is has also established regional public heath teams to provide case management and contact
tracing for regional cases and assist metro Melbourne teams where possible.

COVID-19
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19):
Thank you for your question regarding support packages for sole traders in the taxi and hire car driver sector.
The Victorian Government understands the unprecedented impact the coronavirus pandemic is having on
Victorian small businesses, and the restrictions the Government has had to put in place to curb the spread of
the virus and keep all Victorians safe.
The Victorian Government has taken unique and unprecedented action to help Victorian businesses and their
workers through this crisis.
Small businesses, including sole traders, are being supported to develop their ability to adapt and survive the
pandemic through a range of online workshops, mentoring services, and premium content short courses which
the Victorian Government is providing free of charge through the Upskill My Business portal.
The Victorian Government has also invested $26 million in mental health and wellbeing support to help
Victorians deal with the challenges of running a small business through the crisis. Further details on these
programs will be available shortly.
The Victorian Small Business Commission (VSBC) is providing small businesses with fast and low-cost
access to help in resolving a range of disputes that could arise during the COVID-19 pandemic. More
information on the VSCB services is available at the VSBC website.
The taxi and commercial passenger vehicle industry is also being directly supported through the
Government’s $22 million investment, announced on 24 July 2020, towards a range of initiatives to boost the
industry, ensuring the safety of drivers and vulnerable passengers relying on these services.
As part of this investment, the Victorian Government has committed to refunding the Commercial Passenger
Vehicle Service Levy paid by drivers in the 2019-2020 June quarter and is delivering $3.5 million of grants
to support increased cleaning of vehicles, putting money back into the pockets of drivers experiencing
hardship and ensuring safety of our drivers and the Victorian community.
The Victorian Government’s support measures complement the Commonwealth Government programs,
including JobKeeper and JobSeeker payment schemes, which are generally available for sole traders.
More information on all the Victorian Government business support measures is at the Business Victoria
website: business.vic.gov.au. The Victorian Government will continue to provide support to help small
businesses to stay in business and drive the state’s economy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (4 August 2020)
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan Region for her question.
Victorians have the right to a say on who represents them at all levels of government and the Andrews Labor
Government is committed to ensuring Victorian communities can have their say on their local government
representatives at the earliest opportunity.
The Chief Health Officer has previously advised that these elections can be held safely. The changing
circumstances brought about by the Stage 4 restrictions are acknowledged, and we are seeking additional
directions from the Chief Health Officer to ensure that the elections are safe for all participants.
The Victorian Electoral Commission will be responsible for the health and safety of election workers and
volunteers and will work with health authorities to develop a COVID Safe Election Plan and to ensure best
practice is followed.

