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Tuesday, 4 August 2020
The PRESIDENT (Hon. N Elasmar) took the chair at 12.08 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (12:09): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament.
Bills
GREAT OCEAN ROAD AND ENVIRONS PROTECTION BILL 2019
PETROLEUM LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
WAGE THEFT BILL 2020
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:09): I have a message from the Governor, dated 23 June:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
19/2020

Great Ocean Road and Environs Protection Act 2020

20/2020

Petroleum Legislation Amendment Act 2020

21/2020

Wage Theft Act 2020

JUSTICE LEGISLATION MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS BILL 2019
SENTENCING AMENDMENT (EMERGENCY WORKER HARM) BILL 2020
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:10): I have another message, dated 30 June:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
22/2020

Justice Legislation Miscellaneous Amendments Act 2020

23/2020

Sentencing Amendment (Emergency Worker Harm) Act 2020

SENTENCING AMENDMENT (EMERGENCY WORKER HARM) BILL 2020
Council’s amendments
The PRESIDENT (12:11): I have a message from the Assembly.
The Legislative Assembly informs the Legislative Council that in relation to ‘A Bill for an Act to amend the
Sentencing Act 1991 in relation to sentencing for certain offences committed against emergency workers
and others, to amend the Criminal Procedure Act 2009 in relation to indictable offences that may be heard
and determined summarily and to make minor amendments to the Crimes Act 1958 and the Serious
Offenders Act 2018 and for other purposes’ the amendments made by the Council have been agreed to.

Announcements
COVID-19
The PRESIDENT (12:11): I remind members that the special arrangements for the operation of
the chamber that we had in place for the previous sitting weeks that allow members and staff to observe
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social distancing will continue to operate, with additional measures being added. I would like to update
members on a few additional modifications we have made. These changes are based on advice from
the chief health officer and are being put in place to protect all members and staff required to attend
Parliament House.
I remind members that it is mandatory to wear masks and a member should only remove a mask when
they have the call to speak. I have designated the two doors at the front of the chamber behind me as
the entry point into the chamber. The doors at the back of the chamber will be the exit. I strongly
encourage members to limit the number of people in the chamber at any given time. Obviously during
a division greater flexibility must be afforded to this rule; however, groups of people should not be
gathering in the chamber, in the spaces outside the chamber or around the building.
Divisions will continue to operate under the temporary orders agreed to by the house on 23 April 2020.
Therefore members will just be asked to stand in their place during a division. As per last sitting week,
if any bills are dealt with, the table office will email the statement of compatibility and the minister’s
second-reading speech, any amendments circulated in the house and responses to questions on notice
and adjournment matters once tabled in the house by the minister. The minister will remain in their
allocated seat location during committee of the whole.
Members
MINISTRY
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (12:14): I wish to advise
the house of changes to the government ministry. In the Legislative Council the Honourable Shaun
Leane will now be the Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban Development and
Minister for Veterans. The Honourable Jaala Pulford will be the Minister for Employment, Minister
for Innovation, Medical Research and the Digital Economy and Minister for Small Business.
Today I will answer questions on behalf of the Minister for Regional Development, the Minister for
Agriculture, the Minister for Resources, the Minister for Employment, the Minister for Innovation,
Medical Research and the Digital Economy, the Minister for Small Business, the Minister for Training
and Skills, the Minister for Higher Education and all portfolios in the other place.
In the other place the Minister for Transport Infrastructure will add the Suburban Rail Loop to her
portfolio responsibilities of transport infrastructure and the coordination of transport: COVID-19. The
Honourable Martin Pakula will add industry support and recovery, trade and business precincts to his
portfolio responsibilities of tourism, sport and major events, racing and the coordination of jobs,
precincts and regions: COVID-19. The Honourable Ben Carroll will now be the Minister for Public
Transport and the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. The Honourable Melissa Horne will now be
the Minister for Ports and Freight, the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation
and the Minister for Fishing and Boating. The Honourable Natalie Hutchins will now be the Minister
for Crime Prevention, the Minister for Corrections, the Minister for Youth Justice and the Minister for
Victim Support. The Honourable Daniel Pearson will now be the Assistant Treasurer, Minister for
Regulatory Reform and Minister for Government Services.
Business of the house
STANDING AND SESSIONAL ORDERS
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (12:16): President, if I could, I will just take licence, as I have
not had a chance in the chamber, to congratulate you on your elevation to President. I have to say you
are already showing up the last bloke, so good work.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Tuesday, 4 August 2020

Legislative Council

2235

I move, by leave:
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to allow the following temporary
arrangements to come into effect immediately:
1.

Discretion in ringing the bells to form a quorum
To assist with social distancing, the House gives the Chair further discretion in ringing the bells to form
a quorum during the course of the sitting day under Standing Order 4.03(2), provided the Chair is
confident that a quorum is present within the parliamentary precinct.

2.

Formal pairing arrangements
(1) Four Government Members and four Opposition Members will be formally paired and must not
participate in a division.
(2) A Government representative and an Opposition representative must advise the Clerk at the Table
of names of Members being paired while the division bells are ringing.
(3) A paired Member will not be included in the final vote.
(4) Members names will be listed in the Minutes of the Proceedings for each division as having been
paired.

I put on record the government’s appreciation of the cooperation of the house on this matter.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:18): I want to indicate to the
house that the non-government members, both the opposition and the crossbench members, worked
with government to find a solution that enabled the house to sit today. That was a long and exhausting
process but nonetheless a collaborative process in essence to reduce the numbers, to accommodate
regional members and to ensure that members were able to meet the reasonable objectives of the
chamber. I firmly believe that scrutiny and transparency is critical at this time when government is
exercising great power, but I also recognise the need to work with other members of the chamber and
indeed you, President, and the clerks—and I do want to acknowledge the clerks in this process—in
finding a way forward that can meet those legitimate objectives of scrutiny, legitimate objectives of
holding government ministers to account, but at the same time doing so in a safe way.
Motion agreed to.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (12:19): I move, by leave:
That standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to allow the following temporary
arrangements to come into effect immediately and remain in place until the day the house next sits:
1.

Order of Business
The Order of Business today will be—
Questions
Answers to Questions on Notice
Constituency Questions (up to 45 questions)
Formal Business
Members’ Statements (up to 45 statements, by incorporation only)
Government Business
At 3.00 p.m. Adjournment (up to 20 Members).

2.

Business to be incorporated only in Hansard
(1) Members shall submit Members’ Statements by providing them electronically to the Clerk (by
email to council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the adjournment of the House.
(2) The Clerk may only accept a total of 45 Members’ Statements. One Member may not submit more
than three statements.
(3) The House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred.
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(4) All incorporated material to be published in Hansard is subject to the Hansard editorial policy.
(5) If any submitted incorporated material contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with
the rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is
published.
3.

Business that may be incorporated in Hansard
(1) If a Member wishes to incorporate:
(a) constituency questions; and/or
(b) adjournment debate matters—
they may provide them electronically to the Clerk (by email to council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by
the adjournment of the House.
(2) The Clerk may only accept a total of 45 constituency questions either delivered in the House or
submitted for incorporation. One Member may not ask more than three questions.
(3) The Clerk may only accept 20 adjournment debate matters either delivered in the House or
submitted for incorporation.
(4) The House authorises and requires matters to be published in Hansard at the point in the
proceedings/order of business that the item would have occurred and after any matters (if any) that
have been given in the House.
(5) All incorporated material to be published in Hansard is subject to the Hansard editorial policy.
(6) If any submitted incorporated material contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with
the rules of debate, the President may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is
published.

4.

Members may incorporate their speeches for bills
(1) If a Member wishes to incorporate their speech for the debate of the second reading of any bills
debated they must electronically provide their speech to the Clerk (by email to
council@parliament.vic.gov.au) by the time the House adjourns on the day the bill was debated.
(2) Incorporated speeches will be published in Hansard after all second reading speeches made in the
House (if any) for each Bill and before the Minister’s reply (if any).
(3) If any matter contains unbecoming expressions or does not comply with the rules of debate, the
President may direct that the matter be removed or amended before it is published.

5.

Next sitting of the House
(1) The Council, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday, 18 August 2020, at a time to be determined by
the President, or an earlier day and hour to be fixed by the President.
(2) If, in the opinion of the President, the next scheduled sitting or a rescheduled sitting should not
proceed on the basis of health advice from the Chief Health Officer the President will consult with
the Leader of the Government in the Council, the Leader of the Opposition in the Council, and
Members representing the crossbench and independent parties, to delay the next meeting and set a
future day and hour to meet.
(3) The President shall make available the advice from the Chief Health Officer to all Members.
(4) The President will notify members of any changes to the next sitting date.

6.

Acting Presidents
(1) In the event that the President and Deputy President are absent from duty during the sitting of the
House (for whatever reason), Acting Presidents may perform the duties and exercise the authority
of the President while presiding over proceedings of the Council.
(2) During an adjournment of the Council, if both the President and Deputy President are absent from
duty (for whatever reason), the President or Deputy President may, in writing to the Clerk,
nominate an Acting President to perform all duties and exercise the authority of the President
during this absence.

7.

Questions on notice and Answers to questions on notice
Standing Orders 8.01(2), 8.09 and 8.12 are suspended and the following will apply:
(1) A Member may lodge a written question on notice by providing it electronically to the Table Office.
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(2) A question on notice lodged with the Table Office must be provided in a manner that clearly
identifies the Member asking the question.
(3) Questions on notice may be asked on non-sitting days.
(4) Questions on notice lodged on a day when the House is not sitting will be published on the
Council’s website on the next business day after they are lodged and will be included in the next
Notice Paper published.
(5) A question on notice will be considered as asked on the date it is published on the Council’s website
and a response is due within 30 days.
(6) When an answer to a question on notice is provided in writing or electronically to the Table Office
it will be given to the Member who asked the question and will be published.
(7) After questions without notice have concluded a Minister will advise the Council the numbers of
the questions on notice to which answers have been provided since the last sitting day.

In speaking on this motion I do appreciate that there were a number of conversations in recent days
for this particular outcome, and I want to acknowledge everyone that was involved in that.
Some of us here today are a little concerned about being here. I would like to read the chief health
officer’s advice on us sitting today—from Brett Sutton. His advice is that:
… with the announcement of Stage 4 Stay at Home Directions across metropolitan Melbourne, which took
effect last night, and with the current consideration of stage 4 workplace restrictions, it would be prudent for
you—

this is a letter to the Speaker, but it concerns this house as well—
to consider delaying the return of the Victorian Parliament. This delay will enable you to ensure you are
implementing all possible measures so that the health and safety of those working in the Parliament is
safeguarded. It will also give you time to analyse new workplace Directions to ensure Parliament operates
within the legal framework we currently live and work within.
In addition, now that Melbourne is at Stage 4, my advice is that members of Parliament, their staff and the
staff of the Parliament who live outside of metropolitan Melbourne should not attend the Parliament in person.
This is an amendment to advice provided to the Parliament last week but is nonetheless in keeping with new
announcements and Public Health Directions that are in process.
The prevalence of the community transmission across metropolitan Melbourne poses an unacceptable risk of
spread to other areas of Victoria via people traveling into the metropolitan area and then back into regional
communities.
These unprecedented measures are necessary to do all we can to save lives and protect communities from
further risk.

So I would say the government did have concerns about not adhering to the chief health officer’s
advice, but I do respect that this house has the right to determine its own procedures in a way which is
divorced from any decisions of the Assembly.
I once again want to note that four government regional Victoria based MPs are not present, and that
is why Minister Tierney, Minister Symes and Minister Pulford are not present today. They would like
to relay that without this public health advice they are always very keen to sit in this Parliament and
very keen to be transparent within the portfolios that they hold.
This motion, as I said, is a product of a lot of conversations between all parties in this house. As I said,
we respect that this house has its own right to govern itself, and we want to show our appreciation for
the time and effort that all members put into this motion being produced so we can hold this sitting as
safely as we can. I want to acknowledge also the work of the clerks and their staff, and you, President,
for assisting in this process.
I would say that the government is more than happy for the Parliament to sit under most conditions,
and that was proven when there were level 3 restrictions. And I once again want to appreciate the
lengths all members of this house and the staff went to to ensure that we had a safe sitting in the last
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sitting period. We would see no reason that we could not have a similar full week of Parliament and
debate and transparency if we moved back to that level of restrictions.
As a government we have been very strong and very vocal—from the Premier all the way down to
every minister and every member of the government—that we take the chief health officer’s advice,
and that is the most prudent way for us to go forward at all times. Once again I commend this motion
to the house, I commend all the work that has been put into it from all sides of the chamber and I hope
it passes in a fast manner and we can get on with other matters.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:25): President, I want to
reiterate the points I made before about the way this process has been conducted and the involvement
of the clerks, you and all members of the house, across both government and non-government sides,
including the opposition. I do want to make the point that it is critical at times of great power being
exercised by government that actually there is significant scrutiny and accountability. It has now been
seven weeks since the Parliament sat. There has been a deterioration in the position of health across
the state because of the COVID-19 crisis, because of the errors in the processes concerning contact
tracing and because of the enormous blunders that occurred with quarantine in this state, and it is
critical that the government is held to account on those matters. It is my view and the opposition’s
view that the Assembly should also be sitting, but we are not in charge of the Assembly’s destiny.
I am respectful of the advice that has been received from the chief health officer. With respect, though,
it is not definitive. It does not mean that the chamber should not sit; it means that that is a significant
matter to be balanced and a matter to be responded to. And we have responded to that, and we will
make a number of sessional orders changes here that are directly responsive to that—less numbers, a
focus on incorporation in some cases. A number of members will not be here, and that is their choice
in this circumstance. It is actually disappointing that some ministers are not here. I understand why
they might not be, but it is also important to place on record that some of those ministers have important
responsibilities. The new Minister for Small Business is not here on a day when hundreds of thousands
of small businesses have been closed. The Minister for Agriculture is not here on a day when abattoirs
across our state have been closed or wound back very significantly. These are legitimate questions and
points that people want to make, and questions and information that people want to seek, on behalf of
their local communities.
Our job as members of Parliament is to fight for and protect our communities, to stand up as a bastion
for our communities and to hold government to account for our communities. We cannot do that if the
chamber is not sitting, and we have to find a way to make sure that our duties to account and duties to
hold government to account are able to be discharged safely. So I commit the opposition to working
with the government, with the crossbench, with the clerks and with you, President, into the future. This
motion contemplates an 18 August return. There are caveats on that, I note, and you will consult with
the members of this chamber. That is a reasonable way forward, but I do think that a reliance alone on
health advice misses the point that there are other responsibilities we have in this chamber. This is a
matter of balancing those things and balancing our tasks to hold government to account. They are very
critical tasks.
Now, the government has chosen today—and I am not trying to be overly partisan about this, I am
trying to be constructive—it says, not to bring on government business. We were prepared, if there
was a bill that the government felt was needed, to accommodate that in a legitimate way and with
cooperation. That is not the case, but the role of the Parliament in scrutinising and in holding to account
is in no way diminished by the fact that a bill is not going through. One motion I will put on the notice
paper in a moment—I am presaging something—will be a disallowance motion. The government is
introducing regulations and changes under legislation which are disallowable. If the Parliament does
not sit, we cannot disallow things, and the democratic protections that are there with disallowance are
swept aside. So we have to be very careful here. We have to make sure that our democracy is enhanced.
I equally concede, on the other hand, that it has to be enhanced in a way that is safe, and we make that
commitment that we will work with the government to make it safe.
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Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:30): I rise to speak to this motion and reluctantly
support the motion. I think the scrutiny of the Parliament, the scrutiny of the executive, is as important
to the safety of our community as the chief health officer’s advice about this Parliament. I will be very
interested, because we knew that this Parliament was due to come back today. We knew that this house
was due to sit today. We were very clear about that in our adjournment motion back in June. There
was adequate time, I would have thought, for the chief health officer to have provided us with added
information about how we could have sat in a more safe way. Now, I would have hoped there could
have been some technical solutions, particularly for our regional members in this house. I have been
conducting deliberative meetings for committees as the chair of a committee for the last month. We
have been voting, and those votes have stood. Those votes are valid, and we have done them online.
We should have been able to do that here.
When we see that the chief health officer has provided advice on how supermarkets can open safely,
how banks can open safely, how bottle shops can open safely, how horseracing can continue safely,
how greyhound racing can continue safely, I would have expected the government to have asked the
chief health officer, ‘How can the Parliament sit safely?’. The executive have every right to call a state
of disaster, but without even consulting with the Parliament, without even any concern for the place
that Parliament sits in the role of governing this state, I think that is frightening. I think that is as
scary—well, not as scary, but it needs be taken into account when we consider how we navigate our
community safely through this pandemic, and part of that is the scrutiny of government.
Now, it was quite some months ago—in fact it feels like a lifetime ago—that we put forward that there
be a multiparty oversight committee that would continue to meet over this time. Now, that was rejected
by the government. In many ways we may not have been here if that had not been rejected. We saw
New Zealand operate this way. We have seen the federal Parliament operate with an oversight
committee. We have seen the ACT government meet throughout this. New Zealand has been able to
do it. So I feel that we could have done this in Victoria. We could have done this.
My office is getting numerous calls on a daily basis of questions: ‘How do I do this? How do I do
that?’. I would like to be able to ask those questions in Parliament. Now, I am pleased that we will be
debating another motion later about questions on notice and being able to maintain those during this
period. I want everybody to be safe. I will do my best to incorporate everything that I can. But, frankly,
if we think that it is not important for the Parliament to be sitting, then we might as well call off the
2022 elections, because if we think that the executive can just run the state, then I can think of some
other uses for this house. Maybe it should be just put aside for social housing. Now, I know that is not
what the community thinks, and I know the community thinks it is important that there is oversight,
that there is scrutiny and that we do bear the advice of the chief health officer. And I would implore
the government to provide further advice from the chief health officer on how the Parliament can
operate safely—how it can operate safely in the same way that a bank can, how it can operate safely
in the same way that a supermarket can. That is what I would like to see, and I would very much hope
that we do sit in a fortnight’s time. However, I understand—and we are changing this adjournment
motion—that we will leave it for the President to make those decisions about this. As I say, I reluctantly
support this motion.
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:34): I would like to begrudgingly support this
motion, but I also have concerns, the same as Ms Patten and Mr Davis, that at a time when the
government is exercising unprecedented powers that we have never seen in Victoria we need
unprecedented scrutiny, and the scrutiny is just not there.
I think many in the community would think that it is very strange that for some reason Parliament
cannot operate and yet we expect police to continue their operations, supermarkets to continue their
operations and all these other businesses. I just do not think there is no technical solution that we can
come up with here to make this work. However, I do accept that maybe we need some time to do that
and we should schedule Parliament to sit again in a fortnight according to this motion. I hope that that
does happen. I share Ms Patten’s disappointment that an independent oversight committee that was
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not government led was not set up. I note that there was an inquiry set up in the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee, which I am on, and I have had some assurance from the government that that
will continue. I will be very upset if PAEC does not continue, because that at the moment, after today,
is really the only scrutiny that we are having apart from daily press conferences by the government.
But I would like to just clarify one thing, and that is this idea that Parliament had the option of not
sitting today. It is my understanding that because the date was set we had to sit, so the idea that we
could have just not turned up I do not think was really an option other than not forming a quorum,
which would have led to all sorts of other issues. And also the idea the regional members are somehow
defying the chief health officer or something by turning up—a lot of these people were already in town
yesterday before any of these agreements were made. As far as they were concerned it was still
happening; Parliament was still sitting. They did not know until last night that there was any sort of
agreement, and many of them come to town on the Monday. It is quite common for them to do that,
so this idea that they are doing something wrong is totally wrong.
We will begrudgingly not oppose this, but we do have concerns about scrutiny and we would prefer
that a technical solution or some solution was set up so that Parliament could continue its role.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:37): I am not quite sure if I support this motion or not
at the moment. To leave it in the President’s hands, I am absolutely nervous about this. Respectfully,
I understand the chief health officer’s advice, but it is advice. And unfortunately, like the majority of
the mixed messages that the community has received from the government, this is another one. In your
caucus meeting obviously you knew, and your regional members knew, to stay home, and that is why
they are there. But unfortunately for the opposition and the crossbench that are here today—
Ms Mikakos interjected.
Dr CUMMING: Do you want me to take that from the floor, President?
The PRESIDENT: Order! Dr Cumming, address the Chair, thank you very much.
Dr CUMMING: We have here today people on the crossbench who are feeling completely
nervous that they somehow should not be here but understand that the only place that they can be is
here in Parliament to be able to move their bills and to be able to ask those questions that they have
not been able to receive answers to for the last six weeks. But this is pretty much typical of what has
been occurring. You have got your advice, but you have failed to tell the rest of us or the rest of the
community what is going on.
I am fine with being told that we will meet next week. I am completely happy to have a date, but to
actually leave it in your hands, President—maybe the advice will actually say, ‘Who knows when?’—
I am not comfortable with. We need to sit; we need to represent our community. It is as simple as that.
So why aren’t we sitting? I am so glad that we are able to sit today, because what would have
happened? The first of September? Is that what everybody would have been comfortable with?
Without being elected as a member of Parliament to stand in this place, to ask questions of the minister,
what do I do? Do I attend Treasury Place with the media? Is it okay just to listen to the Premier’s
Facebook Live feeds? Am I just meant to email, or do I get onto a hotline? No. This is why I have
been elected: to be in this place to speak on behalf of my community. Out of the majority of COVID
cases that are active at this time, half of them come from my region.
Ms Mikakos: Exactly.
Dr CUMMING: So are you saying, Minister, that I should not be here today to speak for the people
of the walk-ups in Flemington?
Ms Mikakos: Lead by example.
Dr CUMMING: ‘Lead by example’—oh, my goodness. But you are here. So should I leave it in
the hands of all the ministers—the ministers that are making the call that the army is not needed for
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hotel quarantine? Should I leave it in the hands of the local government minister, who wishes for the
local government elections to go ahead? Do you know it all? You do not wish to listen to the most
diverse crossbench that you have. I cannot believe it. I have obviously been elected for a reason: my
experience.
A member interjected.
Dr CUMMING: No, this is not grandstanding. I am not blaming. I am not trying to politically
pointscore. Get this right. I have had 20 years in local government representing the western
metropolitan region and 10 years in the army reserve. I am trained as a preventative medicine
technician. I have virtually sat around for the last couple of weeks wondering: if I am not meant to be
here in Parliament to ask questions, am I meant to be making face masks? Am I meant to put my army
uniform back on and actually help? Should I attend a hospital and help the staff? If I am not a member
of Parliament and in this place, and you wish to defer my questions and others, it beggars belief. My
community wants me here. I have been elected to ask questions of the ministers, and the ministers
should be attending. It is absolutely beyond me why the lower house and the Premier are not here
today. It is only press conferences, only questions from the media, that he will take. That is okay. Defer
this. I will attend every press conference and ask my questions on behalf of my community from the
floor with the media. Fine.
I am happy to stick to a curfew: 8 to 5. We are all adults here. We can wash our hands. We can put on
a mask. We can social distance. We can be members of Parliament. Do not let the government make
you feel you are not an essential worker. You are essential. You are essential to your community—
essential here at this time to question the government. I am obviously essential here during this
pandemic, with all my experience. I did my company directors course. I have a diploma in business
management. I can look over the books. I have run my own business. And, respectfully of others here
today, my community is suffering. Small businesses are suffering. My community has people out there
committing suicide, but I am not getting those numbers. We are not talking about that.
You do not want this to be an emotional argument? This is not emotional. This is what my job is: to
ask these questions, not to continually be sitting on social media answering my community’s concerns
about whether they are allowed to go for a walk with their two children at this time. It is my job to
have the ministers here answer our questions, not via email.
I concur with Ms Patten that this could have been sorted out in the way of some kind of technology,
absolutely. I would be happy to have little video screens for country Victoria, and we could all be
sitting here and talking to each other. Whatever the other parliaments across the world are doing, we
could have actually done that. But we are not.
Do you really believe that I feel comfortable leaving things in the President’s or the government’s
hands and the ministers’ hands at this time, seeing that there are plenty of things that I see that defy
what I, if I was asked my opinion, would have done? I would have put around the vulnerable a
bulletproof fence. People who are defying quarantine absolutely should get a fine. At the moment the
Premier is saying a larger fine. Why didn’t he do that at the start? Why are people who are defying
orders and giving people a disease not being locked up? That is what the army would do. That is it.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:46): If I can just make a couple of remarks in relation
to this motion. None of us want to be in this situation, not one of us. But we are. We are here and we
are in unprecedented times, as we keep hearing. But in Victoria we have got an unprecedented health
and economic crisis as we speak, and our role as representatives, as elected representatives of the
community, is to be in here to provide a voice for those people that are contacting our offices
continually. I was taking calls last night at a quarter to 11 from aged-care providers asking for help,
pleading for help, asking, ‘What do we do?’.
Dr Cumming made a very good point. If it is all right for the media to be spending an hour, an hour
and a half or 2 hours with the Premier asking questions, why is it not all right for the elected
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representatives to be in this place asking questions of the government? This is unprecedented, as we
know. But we have got a situation here in Victoria which deserves scrutiny. As Mr Davis said, these
are unprecedented powers held by the Premier, by this government, by the cabinet of eight, who are
making decisions and who have made decisions and who have failed Victorians in making those
decisions. If we are not here, we are not doing our job. None of us want to be here in this situation, but
we are. Let us all hope that we can get through it as fast as we can.
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:48): The government is managing a pandemic at this
time. What concerns me, however, is that we will be facing a tsunami in the very near future, and that
tsunami is in terms of the general health of the community—a whole lot of health conditions that
people at this time are delaying the diagnosis of or are delaying the treatment of, and those conditions
that they have are not going away and will have a significant impact on their future health and
wellbeing. Even more important is the mental health of the community. This is a massive tsunami that
is welling up and will follow this pandemic for the coronavirus.
I wonder what the government has done about schools and students, particularly year 12 students but
right across the student population, with the increased anxiety and stress of those young people—
young people who are often vulnerable, young people who are all too prevalent in suicide statistics.
What about the small business owners whose businesses crash, whose lifelong work is lost, trashed,
by decisions of government—people who, in losing their businesses, very often are also going to lose
their homes because so many businesses have at the heart of their financing the collateral of their
homes on the line? What about those people who are unemployed and who have very little prospect
of regaining their jobs or the elderly who are isolated and who are every bit as vulnerable in their
isolation as those people who are directly impacted at this time so sadly by the coronavirus pandemic?
There are people right across this community who face an extraordinary challenge, particularly in
terms of their mental wellbeing, as much as the state itself faces such an extraordinary challenge in
terms of its economy.
This Parliament may not be able to play as quick and as flexible a role as it might be perceived to need
to to deal with the pandemic. It might be that those ministers and the chief health officer do need the
opportunity to have some flexibility in their decision-making. But what worries me more than anything
else is—and the role that this Parliament could and should be playing right now is to question this—
what is the next stage? What is the recovery plan? Where are we going in terms of the support for
mental health?
You know we had a royal commission into mental health. It came out with a price tag of more than
$6 billion to fix the problem—pre pandemic. To my knowledge, so far the government has allocated
$70 million to trying to address mental health problems at this point in time. My maths is not my
strongest point, but $70 million is a long way short of what the mental health royal commission
suggested was necessary before the pandemic, and I challenge any member to argue that there is not
going to be a very significant problem going forward with mental health—a much greater problem
going forward with mental health—as a result of this coronavirus pandemic and the measures that
have been taken to address it at this time.
So what is the government’s plan? This Parliament might well have an input into that. All knowledge
does not reside in the gang of eight or indeed the Premier. I might indicate that what is different
between us and other states—the ACT, the federal Parliament, New Zealand and so forth—is that,
probably much to their chagrin, they do not have Dan Andrews. We do. So we are obviously in great
hands.
But what are we doing for the future? What is the economic recovery plan? All of us no doubt have
small businesses ringing us up today in absolute distress as well as in confusion, not knowing whether
or not they actually qualify to continue trading, to continue doing work, or whether they have to stop.
They have been directed by a number of people who have never actually had to take money out of
their pocket and pay a single pay cheque to a single employee in their entire lives. They do not get it.
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They do not understand how business owners have their homes on the line as part of the collateral to
keep their business going, and they now risk losing the lot. But they do get $5000.
Where is the recovery plan? That is where the Parliament, if not in the pandemic management, has a
significant role to play going forward. We ought to be sitting, we ought to be going through the scrutiny
processes—the scrutiny processes that were denied by this government when another mechanism was
sought to be put in place as a fallback position if this Parliament could not sit—and we should certainly
be going through some of the regulations that have been referred to by Mr Davis that have unintended
consequences.
This Parliament ought to be sitting. And I do not believe, with respect, that we should be in the hands
of a Presiding Officer. I believe that in fact the house itself should be determining that we come back
on 18 August, and that the house should do just that. This is imperative.
Can I place on record as well my absolute endorsement of every word that Ms Patten contributed to
this debate and also commend the contributions of Mr Davis and Ms Crozier in particular.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:56): I would like to rise to say just a few words in relation to this
motion today. I would first like to acknowledge that I was sitting in Parliament yesterday at 12 o’clock,
working away, because I am a country MP and Parliament was sitting this week and it is a regular
occurrence that I come down earlier to prepare. I also had a medical appointment that worked in. I
received the information from the Parliament in relation to the chief health officer at, I think the time
was, 5 minutes to 3 o’clock stating that it was best that country MPs stay away, as a suggestion.
I believe, and I am fairly sure that many country people feel, that we are under-represented in terms of
government decision-making in this place. Many country people, and people in my electorate, often
say, ‘Melina, be a loud voice in this Parliament because we are often overshadowed by the Andrews
government’s focus on city centricity. We feel that our voice is not heard’. So I would like to take
umbrage in effect. This is not a cavalier decision of mine to come to Parliament. Parliament was sitting,
and I came yesterday to prepare, and it coincided with an appointment. To suggest that in some way
country MPs who arrive here are doing something outlandish in the centre of the city is also
unreasonable. Office, walk to apartment; apartment, walk back to office—that is my day, and it will
be for however long we sit.
Country Victoria does want to be represented. They do need a voice; we do need a voice. There are
issues in relation to small business, and I know this has been prosecuted by Mr Atkinson and my other
colleagues. Small businesses are being crippled in country Victoria. In East Gippsland we have had
drought, we have had fire and now we have COVID, and we need to be represented. My sole purpose
here is to fly the flag. In effect it is a short day that we are about to have, but it is reasonable that
country Victorians are represented. In my small way I seek to do that, and I support this motion.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (12:59): For months now I have been watching on a daily basis
as the Premier has addressed the state, in varying degrees of horror and sadness at some of the news
that he has delivered. What he has delivered to the people of Victoria this week is something that
nobody in Australia has ever seen before. If somebody can right me on this, please do, but I am not
aware that a curfew has ever been in place anywhere in Australia. Not even during the war was there
a curfew. I am not exactly sure why the curfew is in place, but I would be very keen to ask the Premier,
and certainly I would welcome the Minister for Health telling us at some stage as well.
But the fact of the matter is that we have not been able to ask. These monumental changes in our
lives—every Victorian’s life—have occurred, and none of us as members of Parliament up until today
have had a chance to ask any questions at all. It horrifies me that one man and a few mates have the
power—total power, absolute power—to do what is happening. Now, it may well be that what is
happening is necessary; it may well be that what is happening is needed. But I do not think it should
be up to one individual, with a few mates, to let that happen.
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Now, we have seen the Premier close down the Parliament. We have seen him pretty much close down
his own cabinet. You have got to ask: who is he listening to? If he is not listening to the people who
are elected into this place to represent their constituents, to express what is in the best interests of their
constituents, to tell the Premier, to tell the government what is needed and how they are feeling—how
difficult it is for them, particularly during these dreadful times—you have got to ask: what is going on
around here?
I am a great supporter of the Parliament. I have been a member of this Parliament now for close to
21 years, believe it or not, and I regard it every day as a high honour to represent the people of the
western suburbs in this Parliament. Apart from the COVID disaster—and it is a disaster; I would
certainly go along with that—we have other issues. In my electorate we have got the prospective
dumping of carcinogenic toxic soil between Bulla and Sunbury or at Ravenhall. That is an issue that
needs addressing. We have a range of other issues. It concerns me enormously that under the cover of
COVID we are seeing a government making decisions about a whole range of things and it is not open
to parliamentary scrutiny.
That is why we need this house sitting today, we need it sitting tomorrow and we need it sitting
Thursday. That is why we need the other place sitting today and tomorrow and Thursday. Anybody
who thinks that they know it all is digging a hole for all of us. I fear that we have a Premier at the
moment who is in exactly that category. When I see him on the television every day telling us, ‘I am
doing this; I have decided that’—I, I, I, I—I think to myself, ‘We have got trouble here’. When the
Parliament is dispensed with—and that is what has happened, certainly in the lower house—that is
when we have real problems.
I will support this motion today, but I really cannot help but emphasise strongly the need to respect the
Parliament, the need to respect our democracy and the need to respect that every Victorian has a right
to have a say and has a right to be heard. That is just so important. For a Premier and a few mates to
turf that to one side is a recipe for a total, a complete—you reckon it is bad now? That will be a real
disaster.
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (13:04): I will be brief. I do not especially want to be here. I was
up north, in the disease-free areas. I had to drive down here into the hot zone at risk to my family and
at risk to the community from my being here. However, this is my job. My job is to hold the
government to account. The risk to the government of us being here is not COVID-19; it is scrutiny.
Northern Victoria is being laid to waste by these restrictions. We are being ruined by people in
Melbourne who do not understand what they are doing and do not care. The chief health officer has
no jurisdiction over the Parliament. It is not his job to tell me if I can come or if we can sit. It is not his
job to be providing cover for the government. Mismanagement and shock and awe are what we are
getting. Symbolism, shock and awe, means that we are doing something to shock people—not
necessarily necessary measures; we are just doing something to scare them. Unnecessary measures for
Northern Victoria have been put in place. The government wants to do this without scrutiny, and it
stinks.
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (13:06): As a minor party crossbencher life is hard at the best
of times, let alone during these times. It has taken me and Ms Maxwell a lot of thought over the last
24 hours to determine whether we should be here or not. In doing so, I will give you a bit of a rundown of the time line of what happened yesterday—very quickly.
I was on the road at probably around 2 o’clock heading into Melbourne because, as we all know, the
motion said that the house would resume sitting today at 12 noon. I was doing what I normally do and
heading into Melbourne, with my accommodation all organised, and getting ready for the week ahead.
I was notified of an email, I suppose at around a quarter past or 20 past 2, about an urgent meeting to
be held on Teams. So I did the right thing and I pulled over. At 2.45 pm, I think, the meeting began—
the crossbench meeting with the government in relation to the sitting today. That was the first that I
heard about advice being given by the chief health officer (CHO) in relation to being prudent in our
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attendance at Parliament. I had not seen that advice. I asked the Clerk, Mr Young, if we could get a
copy of that advice. At 2.56 pm we received an email—all crossbenchers received an email—with the
advice that was sent to the Speaker previously.
I suppose my frustration is at the lack of time that we have had to dissect this information. It seems to
be a bit of an ongoing theme, especially with crossbenchers. I do not know why. But anyway, I read
the advice following the meeting. I studied it and had further discussions with my colleague. In the
advice it says that:
… it would be prudent—

and this is from the CHO—
for you to consider delaying the return of the Victorian Parliament. This delay will enable you to ensure you
are implementing all possible measures so that the health and safety of those working in the Parliament is
safeguarded.

Now, like I have said in subsequent meetings from then, I would say that in previous sittings of
Parliament we have well and truly ensured the health and safety standards, as we can see around here
at the moment with the hand sanitisers, the entries and the exits and maintaining 1.5 metres of social
distance. We have been doing that. We know how to do that. We have been doing it very well. There
have been no recorded—as far as I know—people testing positive from the Victorian Parliament. It is
not for me to disagree with him at all in relation to that advice from the CHO, but to me it just seems
as if we were already doing that. That does not seem to be prudent advice at this stage.
It then goes on to say—and this is in particular for regional members or people from regional Victoria
who live outside of metropolitan Melbourne:
… should not attend the Parliament in person. This is an amendment to advice provided to the Parliament—

this is what the CHO was saying—
last week but is nonetheless in keeping with new announcements and Public Health Directions that are in
process.

So after I read that, I was a bit concerned. I did what most people do and I went to the Department of
Health and Human Services website and googled the restrictions to see what I could and could not do.
Currently across regional Victoria until 5 August, 11.59 pm, Geelong and the surrounding local
government areas are subject to stage 2 restrictions. As part of those restrictions it states on the website:
If you need to travel through … Melbourne … you can. You should plan your trip so that you don’t need to
stop in an impacted area unless it is for one of the three reasons.

Obviously I have to stop here for one of the three reasons, one of those reasons being work, because I
cannot do this work from home. In my eyes, speaking from, I suppose, a policing and legal
background, I see no reason why we cannot be here—for one. Secondly, I have an important job to do
today, and that is reading a bill that we are reading in today, which is incredibly important, especially,
like I said, for minor parties, because we are very limited in what we can do in this Parliament. When
we have the opportunity to do important things like reading in bills we need to be taking it with both
hands whilst at the same time using common sense—wearing masks, which we all do, using hand
sanitiser and keeping a 1.5-metre distance. I just wanted to have that on record and also the fact that I
came straight from home to Parliament and I will be going from Parliament straight home.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:11): Can I thank everyone that has spoken on this motion
and those that have indicated their support for it. I will just take up a few points. A point was made
that none of us want to be in a global pandemic, and I think that is one thing we can all agree on.
Another thing we all need to agree on is that we have to find a way through this. I would like to point
out to some members that the chief health officer’s advice arrived around midday yesterday, and I do
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appreciate that for a couple of the regional MPs that was not soon enough. I take that on board. I will
say that the advice came to all members from the President and the Clerk. There were no special
members that got earlier notice of that advice.
Actually I agree with a lot of the sentiment that the Parliament should sit, and as I said, we had a
different level of restrictions before. We found a way for every member to be here. It was great work
from the staff. But I have got to say this advice was not just for all of us that are sitting on these red
fancy seats. This advice was to you, President, and the Speaker around the staff as well. That is why
you had to do your best in supporting your staff. As I said, we are all trying to work our way through
this.
The chief health officer’s advice was not for the Parliament not to sit but to delay it for a period to
consider the best way we might be able to go forward. That delay might have meant that we all could
have been here, but the case was that that could not be the case. When we take into account the advice
about regional members not coming to metro areas, it was definitive. I do respect, as I said before, that
there are a couple of members here that believe they should be here—I respect that—and a couple of
members that may have taken a different course of action if they had had that notice earlier, maybe. I
respect that as well.
Ms Patten brought up quite a good point around what technology we could be using. If I put on the
hat of a previous job from a few weeks ago, I know that was explored. I think that is going to continue
to be explored, but at the point in time when I was in your role, President, and I know that at this point
in time when you are here now, we just did not and have not got that available to us to do that. Keep
in mind we also probably need to change the standing orders for that to be able to happen anyway. I
give a lot of credit to the broadcasting and IT people in Parliament—in the Department of
Parliamentary Services, DPS—that actually have gone to all ends to look into this, and I do not think
they have stopped looking into it, President. You could probably inform me later on how that is going.
I agree the Parliament has a role. I am similar to Mr Finn. I actually enjoy the Parliament. I am the
same as him. I enjoy the way the Parliament works and its importance. Taking up Mr Atkinson’s point
about the Parliament playing a role in recovery, I completely agree with that, and I completely agree
that the government are not the font of all knowledge and that parliamentarians here will add into the
debate about the recovery going forward. But I would say the recovery going forward is not going to
be a couple of weeks. We know that. Recovery going forward is going to take a long period of time,
and this Parliament will have a number of opportunities to feed into that debate.
Taking up Mr Quilty’s point that the main job of MPs that are not government MPs is to keep the
government to account, well, it is partly that, but there is also a positive role. There is a positive role
that MPs that are not part of the government can play—a real, positive role. I will say every MP in this
chamber has probably done that in some fashion, to the best of their abilities, in assisting their
communities.
We are hopeful. On this thing about the government doing things because they do not care, the
government have taken a course of action for six weeks in the hope that we will all be in a better
place—that not just the Parliament and not just the Parliament’s staff but all Victorians will be in a
better place within six weeks time. Let us all hope that is the case. And then after that period of time
the Parliament—and I agree with everyone here—should sit. The Parliament will add value to the
recovery. The Parliament should be open to scrutiny. We all agree with that. So once again I thank all
members for supporting this motion. The motion does indicate in a couple of weeks time—
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr LEANE: Dr Cumming, I was talking about a six-week period when we have level 4 restrictions
in metro and level 3 restrictions in regional areas. Then we hope that all of Victoria is in a better place.
So I am not talking about when Parliament sits. I am saying that we all hope that that will be the
situation, and with this course of action, which is on medical advice, we really hope that is what will
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be delivered. I thank everyone that has spoken on this motion. I know there are different points of
view, but we are all doing our best to get through this the best we can, and I thank members again.
Motion agreed to.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:18): My question is to the Minister for Health and
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19. Minister, the 60 Minutes
television program on Sunday night exposed serious problems with the Andrews government’s
mismanagement of quarantine hotels. On what date in March or April were you advised that there
were serious issues with the hotel security program?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:18): I want to say firstly
that I think it is important that I put on the record that my presence here today should not be interpreted
by anybody in this chamber or in the Victorian community as in some way ignoring the advice of
Professor Sutton, our chief health officer. The chief health officer has given this Parliament, you as
Presiding Officer and all of us very clear advice that it would be prudent for the Parliament to be
delayed—not to be cancelled, but to be delayed.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, we have just had a debate on this very motion. Why
didn’t the minister speak to the motion when everybody else did? It is question time.
The PRESIDENT: The minister has only been a couple of seconds on her feet, and I understand
she had to make this clear. But, Minister, please get back to the answer.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I think it is important that I have that opportunity to say
that, because I do want to take this opportunity to apologise to the staff who are here in considerable
numbers in order to facilitate this house sitting. And I do think that the position that the government
has been forced into in relation to today’s sitting is one that has set a very dangerous position—not
just in terms of putting staff at risk but also in terms of sending a clear message to the community that
the chief health officer’s advice can be ignored.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, these matters were debated in the last motion, and the
minister is now more than 2 minutes into her answer. It is a very simple question. She may want to
continue her attempts to block the opposition seeking answers on behalf of the community. She may
want to not answer the question, but she should answer the simple question that Ms Crozier has put.
The PRESIDENT: Minister, back to the question, please.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I wanted to make that position very clear. I do want to also
say that I agree with Ms Crozier’s comment earlier that we should facilitate the proceedings of this
house to be as fast as possible. I will take the member’s question on notice. I will provide her with a
written answer in accordance with the standing orders, and I give a commitment to do so in the usual
time frame, which will be by tomorrow, even though the house will not be sitting tomorrow.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:21): Goodness me, President. Well, that just says it
all—why we are in this mess. Minister, do you accept full responsibility for the failures in the hotel
quarantine security program?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:21): As I said, I will be
providing the member with a written response to this question in accordance with the standing orders
of the house.
Members interjecting.
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The PRESIDENT: Order! When you ask a minister a question, please, we have to listen to their
answer. Thank you very much.
Mr Finn: There was no answer. That’s the problem.
The PRESIDENT: She did provide one.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, the minister has indicated she will provide an answer in
one day, according to the standing orders. Now, the Parliament will not be sitting tomorrow or the
next day. How is that to be catered for? Will you undertake to follow that up and provide an answer
to that exact question?
The PRESIDENT: According to standing orders—you know the answer, Mr Davis—and
according to her answer, she will provide an answer on the next business day, which is tomorrow.
COVID-19
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (13:22): My question is to the Minister for Health. Why is
the government not listening to the advice of former federal Department of Health head Professor
Stephen Duckett, Melbourne University Professor Tony Blakely or Professor Bill Bowtell, adjunct
professor at University of New South Wales, and other authors of the Medical Journal of Australia
article which advocates the pursuit of coronavirus elimination rather than the yo-yo pattern we are
now in?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:23): I thank the member
for his question. I will provide him with a written response, in accordance with the standing orders, by
tomorrow.
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (13:23): Thanks, Minister. I look forward to the answer. A
supplementary question: have the minister and the government done a breakdown of the health costs
of a strategy of elimination and compared it with the health costs of the strategy of suppression which
is currently being pursued, and if so, will she make the results publicly available?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:24): I will provide a
written response to the supplementary question also.
COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:24): I hope the minister can do a little bit better than
her answering of the last two questions. My question is to the Minister for Health and Minister for the
Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19. The Doherty Institute has undertaken a
genomic report into Victoria’s COVID-19 positive cases. Will you release the report today?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:24): I thank the member
for her question. I will be providing her with a written response to her question by tomorrow.
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Ms Crozier, order!
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (13:25): I move:
That the minister’s answer be taken into consideration on the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:25): I am absolutely astounded by the smugness,
arrogance and appalling behaviour of the minister. Minister, in the interests of truth and transparency,
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in the interests of those who have lost their loved ones and for the thousands of Victorians who have
lost their jobs, their livelihoods, will you release the report today and stop the cover-up?
The PRESIDENT: It is the same question as your substantive question, but I am happy to call the
minister. Minister, are you happy to respond to this?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:26): Well, it is the same
question.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you.
COVID-19
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:26): My question is also to
the Minister for Health and Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19.
Minister, the opposition has, on behalf of the Victorian community, sought access to background
documents and working papers and the scientific papers that have informed each and every one of the
health orders that have been made in the recent period since March, and your department has refused
to provide that information. In addition, that has now become subject to an FOI series and is now at
VCAT. So I ask: what do you have to hide or what do you have to cover up that would be made evident
in these documents?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:27): I thank the
member. I will be providing him with a written response to his question by tomorrow.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:27): That is an appalling
response by the minister, an appalling contempt of the Parliament and a contempt of the community.
This is a very serious matter. It is a matter that is impacting right across our whole community. And,
Minister, you need to understand that this is something that you are responsible for, and you need to
answer to this Parliament. I ask you—
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr Davis has got the call.
Mr DAVIS: I ask very simply today: on behalf of those people who have lost loved ones, on behalf
of those who have lost their businesses, will you today give a commitment to release that background
information, the scientific working papers and all of the information which has been relied on for those
health orders? The community has a right to see that information. It has a right to make its judgements
about it. I am asking you today to reverse your position and to give a commitment today to release it.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:28): I refer the member
to my previous response.
Mr Rich-Phillips: On a point of order, President, going to the nature of the responses the Minister
for Health has been providing to all questions in question time today, the subject matters of
Ms Crozier’s questions, Mr Davis’s questions and Mr Hayes’s questions are not esoteric. They are
matters which are absolutely current and contemporary and which the minister is deeply involved in
and has been deeply involved in for months. The provision in the standing orders which allows a
minister to take a question on notice was put in place for those matters which a minister might handle
on behalf of another minister in another chamber, for those matters which are not contemporary, upto-date, complex technical matters—data, as Ms Crozier mentions.
The matters which the Minister for Health has been asked about today are all contemporary matters
that she is heavily involved in on a day-to-day basis and has been for months. So her decision not to
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provide answers in the chamber today when she clearly has the capacity to do so is nothing more than
a contempt of this chamber, and I would ask that you direct her to provide verbal answers when quite
clearly you know and every other member of this chamber knows that she is deeply involved in these
contemporary matters and that she has the capacity to give verbal answers today.
Mr Leane: On the point of order, President, I remind the house that this is a provision, in terms of
a minister being able to supply a written response if requested by you or if the minister offers, that was
put by the opposition into the standing orders. I do not think the members of the opposition can have
it both ways. They have implemented this into the standing orders. It is part of the standing orders, and
the minister has every right to respond in the way that she will give a written response to a member
for a question.
Mr Davis: On the point of order, President, whilst a minister may technically respond with a
detailed response the next day, under the orders, or two days if it is for a different minister, that is
certainly not the intention or practice of this house. The intention is that ministers be held accountable.
These are not technical matters on which the minister does not know some background detail which
she would seek. This is an attempt to obfuscate, to block, to cover up her failure and to cover up her
incompetence. I ask you to rule that she is wilfully and deliberately blocking the release of these
documents, this background information—all of the material that she has been asked for today—and
that she is not behaving in a way that is becoming of a minister.
The PRESIDENT: On the point of order raised by Mr Rich-Phillips, unfortunately, Mr RichPhillips, according to standing orders I cannot direct the minister to give an answer. My job in the end
is to make sure that the minister provides an answer to your question, and she has already committed
to this, so there is nothing more I can do.
COVID-19
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (13:32): Maybe the minister would know this
answer off the top of her head. My question is to the Minister for Health. When the government first
started to take action against the pandemic, there was much talk about flattening the curve. The
rationale for this was not to eliminate the virus, as that was considered an unrealistic objective, but that
the healthcare system has limited capacity—primarily ICU beds and ventilators, but other things as
well—and we do not want that capacity to be overwhelmed. Fair enough. My question to the minister
is this: what is the current utilisation and spare capacity of ICU beds and ventilators, and how does
that utilisation rate justify the recently announced stricter lockdown measures?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:32): I thank the member
for his question. I will take that question on notice and provide him with a written response by
tomorrow.
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (13:33): I look forward to reading that response. If
we think about the harms related to the pandemic, there is what one could consider a spectrum of
action the government could take. On the one hand we could have no action, in which case there would
be harms caused by the disease to things like life expectancy. At the other extreme, hard and extended
lockdowns can also cause longer term harms to life expectancy through poverty, mental and physical
health problems, crowding out of medical research and development, lack of testing of other diseases,
suicide et cetera. What modelling have the government done to quantify these harms caused by their
actions?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:33): I refer the member
to my reply to his previous question.
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COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:34): My question is to the Minister for Health and
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19 again. Minister, your
answers so far have been so disrespectful to the people of Victoria. Please answer the questions.
Minister, the public health team that critically includes contact tracing had less funding in 2019–20
than in 2016–17. Isn’t it a fact, Minister, that you have cut public health, including contact tracing, to
the bone, leaving Victorians exposed when the COVID-19 pandemic hit?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:34): I thank the
member. I will be providing her with a written response to her question by tomorrow.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:35): Well, it is an absolute pantomime with the
minister in here today, and she is just holding the Victorian people in absolute contempt. Minister, will
you take responsibility for the total failure of contact tracing since the COVID-19 escape from
Victoria’s failed hotel quarantine system? You have just shown your absolute mismanagement and
your incompetence by your handling of questions today. Will you do the right thing on behalf of all
Victorians and just resign, or are you going to take that and give me a written answer tomorrow too?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:35): I refer to the reply
to the previous question.
COVID-19
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:36): My question is for Minister Mikakos, representing
the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister Pakula. Minister, on 3 August the
government announced additional business support packages that include a one-off grant of $10 000
for employing businesses in metropolitan Melbourne and the Mitchell shire and $5000 for employing
businesses in regional local government areas. Minister, the great majority of hire car drivers that work
in the commercial passenger industry are sole traders. They had their superannuation taken away from
them only a few short years ago. Many operators are bleeding as they have overheads: car loans—in
our industry this is akin to a commercial lease on a business property—car insurance, rego and all that
on multiple vehicles. Many engage drivers but do not employ them in the traditional sense of the word,
so they are not eligible. The hire car industry, as for all personalised transport providers, relies
exclusively on the movement of people to earn an income. My question to the minister is: what support
packages are available for the many thousands of sole trader hire car drivers that have not been able
to work since March?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:37): I thank the member
for his question. I will be referring his question to the responsible minister, who will provide him with
a written response in accordance with the standing orders.
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:37): Thank you, Minister. My supplementary question
is: will the government make a commitment to review the support packages to cover hire car drivers—
those who have fallen through the cracks—who are sole traders?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:37): I refer the member
to the response I gave to his previous question.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:37): I have a hundred questions, but seeing that there
are only three ministers here today my question is to the Minister for Local Government. Will the
minister defer the local government elections in October 2020, ensuring that the Victorian community,
local businesses and candidates can be more confident of free and fair elections? Diversity is a key
part of a well-functioning democracy, and restrictions on movement and business mean a democratic
landscape is impossible. Proceeding this October supports candidates who have party machines. It
disadvantages new community members aspiring to make a difference. This may be particularly true
for women and for people of diverse backgrounds. Right now election campaigns are a distraction and
a cost that remove focus from what councils want and the community need them to focus on:
supporting the community, recovery and future planning.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:38): I thank Dr Cumming for her question. As I said this
morning, I am very passionate about democracy, and I think part of democracy is that people should
be able to elect their representatives at all levels of government. I appreciate that I have had a
conversation with Dr Cumming outside the chamber, and I will continue to have those conversations,
and I think in fairness in this, I will supply Dr Cumming with a written response within the standing
orders which are prescribed, but I also commit to Dr Cumming to keep that open dialogue with her
over the next few weeks and commit to her that I will continue to take the chief health officer’s advice
in this matter.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:39): How can the government and the Victorian
Electoral Commission (VEC) possibly respect and take seriously worker safety under the conditions
required for robust scrutineering when, if one worker in the process is exposed or found positive, the
whole room must shut down? People are very keen for work, and it takes just one person, as we have
seen with other outbreaks, to disrupt the whole workplace. The election process could be closed down
for weeks, leaving local government in limbo. With the physical movement of every Victorian
seriously restricted as a result of stage 4 arrangements, it is unclear how the key components of a
democratic election process can proceed. The printing businesses are closed down. Yes, it is postal,
but you are going to have a casual workforce turn up for these elections. Minister, please make the call
and call this off, otherwise let the Premier call it off.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:40): I will also supply Dr Cumming with a written response
to her supplementary. I would let her know that I have had a number of conversations with different
stakeholders, including the VEC, and I intend to meet with them this week. It might be next week. I
will supply her with a contemporary response, but I will also continue to communicate with her in the
coming weeks around this matter.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WORLD WAR II COMMEMORATION
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (13:41): It is my honour to alert the chamber that on 15 August
it will be the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II in the Pacific. This is a great milestone, and
it is a shame that we cannot commemorate in the way we would like to. But I would like to thank the
RSL and others that have facilitated for there to be a service online on this date and other ways to
honour the men and women that served us with such respect and honour and bravery over this period
of time.
The 75th anniversary makes me feel quite old because my father actually served in World War II in
the Pacific, in New Guinea and Borneo. He passed away when I was only young, so I am only going
by stories from my mother and my older brothers and sisters. But in saying that, although there was
great joy on this day, we have to reflect on what these men and women went through. My personal
story from my father is that when he left for war he weighed about 11 stone. When he returned he was
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lucky to be 8 stone. When he left, he left with his best friend. On the first day of combat his best friend
got shot dead while he was standing next to him. I was a little kid, so I do not remember, but my older
brothers and sisters told me he used to run up and down the corridor at night and wake them up because
of ‘pending danger’.
These activities that men and women go through in any conflict never leave them, and I think when
we commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II, we can also think about all combat
that people have been through and respect that it just never leaves them.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19) (13:43): I have 74 written
answers to questions on notice: 1633, 1720–33, 1735, 1780–1, 1876, 1959, 2080, 2085, 2088, 2121,
2177, 2187, 2193, 2202, 2204, 2207, 2211–12, 2232–3, 2246, 2248, 2253, 2286–91, 2312–13,
2326–7, 2341–2, 2345–7, 2363–8, 2373, 2447–8, 2451–2, 2470, 2473–4, 2496–8, 2500–4.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (13:43): Regarding the questions from Ms Crozier to the Minister for Health,
there are three questions to be responded to by Minister Mikakos within one business day: two of them
with supplementary and one without supplementary. From Mr Davis to the same department, one day,
with the supplementary. Mr Hayes, the same: for Ms Mikakos, one day, with the supplementary. For
Mr Limbrick, the same: one day, with the supplementary, to Minister Mikakos. Mr Barton, two days
because the question was to another minister, with the supplementary. And to Mr Leane from
Dr Cumming, one day.
Rulings by the Chair
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The PRESIDENT (13:44): I have received a written request from Mr Davis seeking the
reinstatement of a number of questions on notice. Having reviewed the responses, I order that
questions on notice 1477 to 1571, 1573 to 1605, 1825 to 1837, 1996 to 1998, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007,
2009, 2011, 2013, 2016, 2017, 2023 to 2025, 2029, 2032, 2037, 2040, 2042, 2043 and 2223 be
reinstated in full; questions on notice 1059 to 1074, parts (1) to (3), be reinstated; question on
notice 1142, part (1), be reinstated; question on notice 2219, part (1)(b) and (c) and part (3), be
reinstated; and question on notice 2221, part (1)(b) and (c), be reinstated. In relation to questions on
notice 2220 and 2222, I am of the opinion that the minister has answered these questions in full.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, on 23 April of this year I asked the Minister for Health
a question in relation to Victoria’s record surgical waiting lists, and that was prior to the COVID-19
pandemic really taking hold. At the conclusion of that question time, the former President, Mr Leane,
determined that a written response was required and directed the minister to provide that to me. Now,
the minister actually at the time claimed in her response to that request that the data could not be
provided to the Parliament and said, I quote:
The department goes through a process of verifying the data …

President, the result of a subsequent freedom-of-information request that I have undertaken in relation
to this matter shows that the minister was wrong. The Department of Health and Human Services for
that verifying process of any documents to back up the minister’s claims has no documents—no
verification occurred between the minister’s statement to this house and the public release of data at
the start of May. So I ask, through you, whether the department has been incorrect or the minister has
misled the house. And I would like some clarification in relation to what the minister has actually
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provided to me based on the freedom-of-information documents that I have received. As we have seen
today, the performance of the minister is completely unacceptable, and I am not accepting this
response either. I would prefer that she was in the house to provide that clarification, because I believe
she has either misled the house or the department is leaving her high and dry.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Ms Crozier, I thank you for your point of order. I do not think there is
a role there for me to play, but I will take advice on it and get back to you.
Ms Crozier interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! We will move to constituency questions. Any member who wishes to
make a constituency question can make it in the chamber or by incorporation, according to the new
agreement we moved just before.
Constituency questions
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (13:48): My constituency question is for the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services. In July I invited Preston residents to complete my community
survey, and I would like to thank those residents who returned the survey. Many Preston residents are
concerned about their safety at night, theft from cars and the unlawful dumping of rubbish. In January
the app Snap Send Solve reported 879 cases of illegal dumping. Can the minister advise me so that I
can advise my constituents: will the government commit to extra police patrols on the side streets
coming off Wood Street near Northland shopping centre and the side streets coming off Murray Road
near the Preston Market to better deter theft from cars, antisocial behaviour and the unlawful dumping
of rubbish so Preston residents can have safer and cleaner streets?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (13:49): My constituency question is to the Minister for Agriculture.
The Andrews government’s announcement to move Melbourne into stage 4 restrictions will have farreaching effects in my electorate and particularly for my primary producers. Limiting meatworks and
CBD-based distribution centres’ total workforce capacity is going to lead to shortages within the
supply of meat, fruit, vegetables—right across the supply chain to our consumers. But these limits will
also impact on my primary producers, as we cannot stop growing meat on our land or fruit and
vegetables, all of which can actually sit and rot—some of them certainly—on the paddocks in my
electorate. The problem is that is going to cost our farmers in terms of production. So my question is
to the minister: what support will the Andrews government offer to maintain supply, to make sure that
supplies are getting through and that farmers’ produce is getting to market, and what if any assistance
will she offer to primary producers who are impacted financially by this situation?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (13:51): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Health. The minister may be aware of the concerns that Dr Peter Lewis, who has a clinic in High
Street, Armadale, expressed to Neil Mitchell on 3AW radio, that the Victorian government has not
been adequately checking CBD high-rise apartments for coronavirus. My office has followed up with
Dr Lewis on whether he believes the response by the government has been adequate. He does not. He
has had eight cases of students coming to his clinic from CBD high-rise apartments testing positive,
and he is most concerned at the lack of surveillance testing; the delay in getting results back to those
who are tested, during which time the caravan moves on; and the lack of contact tracing to properly
follow up identified cases. Will the minister as a matter of urgency ensure that private residential
apartment towers where coronavirus cases have been identified are properly checked, to stop them
turning into vertical cruise ships?
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SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:52): My constituency
question relates directly to small business and small businesses in my electorate—and I note the
Minister for Small Business is not here today, on a day when such extraordinary impact is occurring
on small business across the state. The government’s support for small business—first the $10 000
and then later the $5000—has not been applied to sole traders, and a number of sole traders,
particularly in Chapel Street near my electorate office, have actually raised with me the issue that sole
traders have been specifically cut out. Chapel Street, as the President will understand, had been facing
a very tough time before COVID hit and now, more, it is really very much facing a very difficult time.
So I ask the Minister for Small Business whether she will, when she returns to the chamber, indicate
that she will ensure that sole traders, including those in Chapel Street in my electorate, are supported
with future grants by government and not cut out of the $10 000 and $5000 arrangements.
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:53): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change in the other place. Does the minister have plans for a
network that collects, monitors, analyses and displays real-time data on environmental impacts for the
Western Metropolitan Region? Fire authorities were called to another large industrial fire in North
Altona this July. Residents in Brimbank must endure a toxic chemical smell due to underground fires
at the Kealba landfill. Monitoring of these sites is largely left up to private companies, and there is an
impact from reporting delays. Latrobe city has the largest 24-hour environmental monitoring network
in Australia, providing real-time information to 75 000 residents regarding air quality, health risk and
severe weather. A 24-hour monitoring system in my region is overdue.
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:54): My constituency question is to the Treasurer.
Treasurer, exactly what is the planned pathway for economic recovery post the current stage 4
lockdown and for the tens of thousands of constituent small businesses and communities doing it so
tough to actually make it through to the other side across my electorate of Eastern Victoria affected by
stage 3 and stage 4? It is worth noting that large parts of Eastern Victoria have few active cases of
COVID and that many in the community are frustrated at unprecedented stage 3 lockdowns that as of
this week have been deemed necessary across much of the electorate, with enormous financial and
social impacts. As at 3 August communities with zero or small numbers of active cases included
Wellington shire, with zero; East Gippsland, one; Baw Baw, four; Bass Coast, four; South Gippsland,
five; Latrobe, nine; and under stage 4 restrictions, Mornington Peninsula, with 18. Small business
owners, workers and communities need to understand the pathway back proposed by the government
to give them the confidence and incentives to keep going. Small businesses are the backbone of the
Eastern Victoria economy, and they deserve the support of the Andrews government.
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (13:55): My constituency question is for the Premier.
Lockdowns on the Victorian border have been devastating for communities on the Murray. The New
South Wales-Victoria border is not like other state borders. There are scores of townships established
on the Murray River, and the people who live there share infrastructure, resources and facilities.
Thousands of people live on one side of the border and work on the other. Riverina residents find
themselves caught in a crossfire between Sydney and Melbourne. There is no COVID in border towns.
Why should Mildura, Echuca, Cobram, Swan Hill, Tocumwal, Yarrawonga, Rutherglen and
Wodonga pay the price for the mishandling of a virus in Melbourne? From tomorrow we will also be
expected to comply with stage 3 lockdowns, and for what? The only risk to border communities right
now is transmission from Melbourne. There is no community transmission on the border. Premier,
why aren’t these checkpoints 200 kilometres south? Why aren’t they around the COVID hotspots?
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EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:56): My constituency question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change in the other place. In the current health crisis we as a community of
course need to do everything that we can to maintain the very highest standards of hygiene, and even
my two-year-old daughter knows that the core of hygiene is good handwashing practice. A truckdriving constituent of mine has time and time again seen signs in public restrooms telling him how to
wash his hands and why it is so important, especially given the COVID-19 pandemic, but without any
proper facilities to enable him to do this. When he has contacted the local authorities, be they Parks
Victoria or the local council, the best suggestion that he has received is to bring his own soap and
handtowel with him. My question is: what is the minister doing to ensure that these facilities at the
front line of our defence against COVID-19, particularly those under Parks Victoria, actually have
soap and handtowels or dryers?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:57): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Small Business. Urgent communication needs to be provided to small business on the latest COVID19 stage 3 and 4 restrictions that apply across the state. The anxiety of Victorians is immense and is
not being helped by the government’s handling of COVID-19. Lives have been lost, jobs and
livelihoods have been lost, all because of the mismanagement and incompetence of the Andrews Labor
government. I was stopped this morning by a coffee shop owner who did not know what he could and
could not do and phoned by a food manufacturer confused if their business would be exempt from
stage 4 restrictions. Small businesses are suffering, and they need to understand what they can and
cannot do. The communication has been absolutely appalling. There is too much confusion. I ask that
the small business minister immediately use the database that his department has and communicate
with all small businesses across the state.
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (13:58): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Planning, and I refer the minister to the recent decision to remove the rights of local residents in Bulla
and Sunbury in the case of Hi-Quality seeking to dump poisonous, toxic soil in its Sunbury Road
operation. The local communities are furious they are being shafted by a government that has no
interest in the health of their families. They are genuinely fearful of what the dumping of carcinogenic
PFAS material just 200 metres from a new housing development and up the road from established
suburban housing will mean. Thousands of people live in fear as the Andrews government plays with
their future, wondering if their children will be cancer victims in years to come. Minister, this is a
deplorable situation. Will you restore the rights of my constituents to have their say and be heard?
Following questions incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day:
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety in the other house. I’ve had
representation from a constituent regarding the intersection of Canterbury Road and Barkly Street in Box Hill.
This stretch of road is frequented by the usual traffic of a main road as well as the bus service that turns onto
Barkly Street. Regular users of this section will be familiar with both the cracks in the road and the bumps as
you turn into Barkly. My question is: is VicRoads planning an upgrade of this part of the road and, if not, will
the minister direct VicRoads to do so?
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the attention of the Minister for Corrections.
Since being elected, Ms Maxwell and I have looked at ways to prevent reoffending and reduce Victoria’s
recidivism rate. Over the past year I have been in contact with Ron Fenton, whose dog, Yogi, was trained by
prisoners in Bathurst, NSW. Ron is a valued constituent, and like many Western Victorian constituents, Ron
has a particular interest in helping our frontline workers once they leave their jobs.
The scheme in NSW sees prisoners train dogs for ex-military servicemen and women. Ron is a big advocate
for the expansion of the program to also encompass former members of the police force who are suffering
from mental health injuries, stating that:
… in March 2017, my 30 years’ service with Army Reserves allowed me to get Yogi through Defence
Community Dogs. Within 5 months, I was able to cease ALL my psychotropic medication, my night
terrors had become virtually non-existent, and when they did occur, Yogi would intercede before they
caused sleep deprivation.
It is my understanding that the former corrections minister, Minister Carroll, asked the department to consider
the accommodation requirements for these dogs, should the scheme be trialled in Victoria.
My question to the minister, on behalf of my constituents in the Western Victoria Region, is: what is
preventing the government from at least trialling this scheme at a time when reoffending is skyrocketing and
conventional rehabilitation programs are seemingly ineffective?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My question is for the Minister for Health.
A constituent has recently contacted me, before stage 4 restrictions, seeking clear advice on operating a ballet
school under the stage 3 COVID restrictions.
The school provides both education and exercise to its students. However, upon seeking direct clarification,
the constituent has still not found a clear answer on whether they could operate.
I am sure there will be many others across the state in similar positions.
My question for the minister is: are ballet schools allowed to operate provided they adhere to stage 3 COVID
guidelines?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is for the Minster for Health.
On 23 August last year, the government announced it would terminate Ramsay Health’s contract to manage
the Mildura Base Hospital and return it to public management in September 2020. The announcement
included just $1 million towards the completion of a new regional health service plan.
Prior to this, Ramsay Health had promised that if their contract was renewed, they would commit $13 million
for the construction of a new 16-bed ward, theatre equipment sterilisation upgrades and clinical training at the
Mildura Base Hospital.
As the current managers, Ramsay Health are best placed to know the infrastructure needed for the hospital to
continue to deliver quality health care to the Mildura community, and the community should not be
disadvantaged by the change of management.
With this in mind, will the minister match or even better Ramsay Health’s commitment and provide funding
of at least $13 million to Mildura Base Hospital in order to deliver the infrastructure projects badly needed at
the hospital?
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Premier.
While the initial NSW-Victoria border closure created confusion, the second, more strict closure that defined
border communities with very narrow boundaries has severely impacted people’s way of life in these border
towns.
A constituent from Yarrawonga is now unable to receive specialised treatment for osteoarthritis in Mulwala
because she works in Benalla. The Australia Dental Association has also expressed concern that NSW
patients are now unable to receive treatment from Victorian dental clinics.
Whilst much anger has been directed towards NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian, no-one can blame her for
attempting to keep her people safe from Victoria’s deadly second wave of COVID-19, caused by the
disastrous mismanagement by the Andrews Labor government of its hotel quarantine policy.
Will the Premier provide a commitment that he will liaise directly with his NSW counterpart to help ease the
impact the current border restrictions are having on border communities?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Premier.
Since the restriction on Victorians from lockdown areas travelling to many areas of Northern Victoria Region
was introduced, I have received constant complaints about the failure of the government to monitor
passengers on V/Line services or to stop people travelling for non-essential reasons, including day trips and
weekends at B & Bs.
On 18 July I wrote to the Premier requesting additional screening measures be employed to reduce the
possibility of the spread of COVID-19 into regional Victoria.
In particular, I requested that the government do more to ensure those persons travelling from lockdown into
non-lockdown areas within Northern Victoria are doing so for essential reasons, that each person is properly
screened for risk and that their movements are limited whilst in the non-lockdown areas. Last week a
constituent contacted me to suggest that temperature testing should also be included at vehicle checkpoints.
When will the Premier introduce additional and adequate screening of lockdown residents travelling to nonlockdown areas within Northern Victoria to assist with preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is to the Minister for Regional Development.
As a result of the staggering recent decision to close the Victoria-New South Wales border for the first time
in over 100 years, there are now thousands of residents in our electorate of Northern Victoria who are being
prevented from attending work each day.
This is because they work in New South Wales and, under the heavy-handed rules associated with the border
closure, they are not being granted permits to travel there even for this fundamental purpose and even when
they have no COVID symptoms.
There are over 1000 people who live in Indigo shire alone, for example, in this category.
I therefore seek the minister’s advice on what actions the Victorian government is taking to resolve this
untenable situation and, accordingly, when people can expect that these rules will be changed.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question, to the Minister for Health, is about yet another apparent anomaly regarding people’s movement
across Victoria during the COVID-19 period.
My constituents, especially around Mansfield, are telling me that a host of people have been travelling to
Northern Victoria from Melbourne during recent weeks. Many of these visitors are saying that they have
come to inspect local real estate.
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To my great surprise, I understand this has been permitted as a reason to leave home, even under restrictions
that purport to allow only essential movement.
I therefore ask the minister: to what medical checks or tests, if any, are these travellers subjected before they
leave Melbourne to ensure they do not potentially spread the coronavirus to Northern Victoria, and what other
conditions, if any, are being placed on these trips to inspect real estate, including on how long people are
allowed to stay in our region?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My question is to the Minister for Small Business.
Many small business owners and primary producers, in the Towong, Alpine and Indigo shires in my
electorate, have applied for the $10 000 small business bushfire support grant in the wake of the disastrous
2019–20 bushfires.
Notwithstanding the existence of discrete ‘exceptional circumstances’ provisions for that grant, it
unfortunately appears that many applicants’ claims for support have been rejected because of the nearuniversal application of the strict 40 per cent revenue decline rule.
It has also not been entirely clear what appeal or complaint processes are potentially available to those people
dissatisfied that they have been rejected, including for the ‘exceptional circumstances’ category.
For clarity, I therefore ask the minister: how many people in my electorate have sought to be considered for
‘exceptional circumstances’ eligibility for the $10 000 small business bushfire support grant, and what
percentage of them have been assessed by Rural Finance as being unsuccessful in meeting those criteria?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Health. When clusters were linked to abattoirs in my
electorate—namely, Golden Farms poultry in Breakwater and the Australian Lamb Company in Colac—
residents of those communities had to wait until the daily update in the late afternoon to learn about such
outbreaks. If it were not for leaked information to the media and journalistic scoops or local rumour, they
would not have known of an outbreak.
The faster the community knows about cases, the faster they are able to change their behaviour and act
accordingly, which is particularly important in rural and regional areas where residents may be under the
assumption that their area is unaffected.
My question to the minister is: will she consider introducing real-time, publicly released data regarding cases
by number and locality so that communities in my electorate are better equipped to respond to case clusters?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, who well over a
month ago signed off SR 62/2020, a statutory rule which waters down environmental protection and will make
it simpler, faster and massively cheaper for West Gate Tunnel contractors to dump soil in Bacchus Marsh.
Using delegated legislation to make controversial changes undermines democracy at any time; it is borderline
despotic when parliamentary mechanisms to supervise it are denied us.
This significant change came as a complete shock to all concerned. No warning was given, nor was there any
publicity when the SR was made or any public explanation whatsoever as to why it was needed, what it will
do and how the system it introduces will work.
Can the minister confirm that no public consultation was undertaken on the SR, and whether she personally
signed an exemption declaring it unnecessary?
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Premier and concerns the evidence base used by his government to justify
their response to the COVID-19 outbreak.
Premier, you have repeatedly stated that decisions to close businesses and lock up the state have been made
to save lives and that this approach has been dictated by data-driven scientific advice.
We all support a proportionate, evidence-based response which balances the immediate threat to public health
from the virus with the negative social, economic and health consequences of lockdown.
So, Premier, my constituents would like to know: what specific evidence have you used to model this
judgement, and does it take into consideration the lives lost and injuries that result from increased domestic
violence, child abuse, suicide and deferred medical procedures and the impacts of businesses closing, workers
facing unemployment and children losing access to formal education and care?

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety in the other place and comes from
the wildlife rescue community in Ballarat.
Since January, Ballarat wildlife rescuers have been called out to 68 rescues at Lake Wendouree. The majority
of call-outs have been for black swans, 33 of which have been hit by cars and either killed on impact or left
with severe injuries that resulted in death.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic, traffic has increased around the lake as people seek leisure activities outside
the home. Drivers often speed without concern for the wildlife or road regulations.
The only way to stop these senseless deaths is to implement road rule reform around the lake—including a
40-kilometre-per-hour speed limit around the whole lake, speed bumps and speed cameras.
Will the minister commit to these vital changes to protect the iconic Lake Wendouree swans?

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
My constituency question today is for the Minister for Local Government, Mr Leane, and it’s a very simple
question too.
Candidates and constituents in my electorate of Northern Metro have approached me with various queries
about the upcoming local council elections. The most common question is: is the government postponing
council elections during the pandemic restrictions?
It’s a fair question.
I mean, how can candidates campaign during a pandemic? How can they make a pitch for votes when they
can’t knock on doors, meet with potential voters, attend local candidates’ policy events or even deliver
information to mailboxes?
So, will the Andrews government postpone local council elections until a time when they can be done in a
safe manner for voters and ensure a level playing field for all candidates?

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria)
My question is for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.
A constituent would like me to ask why the Sea Lake Mallee Rally requires a cultural heritage management plan.
The regulation states that only high-impact activities require a management plan.
‘High impact’ is defined in the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018 and mainly refers to building or
resource extraction activities.
No part of the definition of a high-impact activity appears to apply to the Sea Lake Mallee Rally.
Even though it’s not clear that the legislation requires the rally to produce a management plan, the department
shut the event down.
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I am stunned that the 49-year-old tradition could be seen to have any negative impact on heritage.
The Mallee Rally is living Victorian heritage and it’s under threat.
I urge the minister to take the time to investigate this matter.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria)
My constituency question is for the Minister for Health.
A constituent has written to me asking for an explanation for the change in the justification of the lockdown.
Initially, Victorians were told that the strategy was to flatten the curve. Flattening the curve means that we
reduce the rate of viral transmission in order to allow health services to deal with the predicted influx of severe
cases.
Now the strategy appears to be an ongoing effort to establish ongoing restrictions that are much more severe.
The goal with this strategy is a gamble; we cause a lot more economic damage in the hopes that we can access
a vaccine. If no vaccine comes, then we’ve caused the damage for nothing.
My question, on behalf of my constituent, is: what is the government’s explanation for the change in strategy
and why has it been so poorly communicated?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Health.
I have received representations from a business in my electorate that organises large-scale running events.
The COVID restrictions to date have not made adequate provision for ‘mass participation sports’ such as
running, insofar as recognising that these events can be run with staggered start times to ensure that the
number of people in any place can be managed and limited.
Will the minister ensure that this is taken into account in any future COVID restrictions which apply to mass
participation sports like running?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Industry Support and Recovery.
I have received representations from several businesses in my electorate in the exhibition and business events
sector who arrange and manage conferences and events.
Since the start of the pandemic, due to the limits on gatherings, those businesses and that industry have been
effectively shut down, now approaching six months.
These businesses are under extreme stress which will be extended by the stage 4 shutdown.
Will the minister ensure that there is industry-specific support available to my constituent businesses in the
exhibition and business events sector, noting the extended impact the pandemic has caused?

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
The coronavirus pandemic has had a significant effect on all parts of Victoria. None of us could have imagined
that 2020 would bring these challenges. These challenges extend to TAFEs.
Fortunately, the Andrew Labor government’s longstanding commitment to TAFE means that they are being
properly funded and supported during this challenging time. TAFEs have been provided with business
continuity funding to ensure that they are not disadvantaged by potential impacts on enrolments.
In addition, I am incredibly proud that this government has provided a significant $163 million dollar package
to ramp up training opportunities for Victorians both now and when we enter the economic recovery. This
includes extra free TAFE places, new free TAFE courses and extra student support.
My constituency question is: how have TAFEs in the Eastern Metropolitan Region stepped up to ensure that
students can continue to access training during the COVID-19 pandemic?
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EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
In the Eastern Metropolitan Region I am sure that there are many members of our community who are
veterans, who had family members who served during World War II and indeed whose family members may
have not returned from this global conflict, having lost their lives in the service of their country.
Could the minister please provide me with an update that I may share with my community of how they can
observe and commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II in August 2020 in a way that
honours this important event in our history but is safe to undertake during the current challenges facing
Victoria under restrictions to address the coronavirus pandemic?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
My constituency question is directed to the Minister for Education and Minister for the Coordination of
Education and Training: COVID-19, the Honourable James Merlino, MP.
The Andrews Labor government is committed to providing world-class education to the school-going
children. The Andrews Labor government has made announcements for funding works in Saltwater P–9
College to deliver essential construction of specialist learning spaces to accommodate students in years 7 to 9.
I am thrilled about this announcement as it will deliver better infrastructure for a school in my area of Western
Metropolitan Region. It will make Western Metropolitan Region a great place to live and raise a family. These
works demonstrate the Andrews Labor government’s commitment to education.
My question to the minister is: can the minister provide me an update on the time line of commencement and
completion of this project?

Petitions
Following petition presented to house:
WILD HORSE CONTROL
Legislative Council Electronic Petition
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
survival of Australia’s unique wild horse, the brumby. Brumbies have lived here for 200 years, long before
the creation of National Parks or manmade wetlands. They are now under threat from the Government, whose
plans are to remove all brumbies from these areas.
Brumbies are an integral part of our social history and hold important cultural and heritage value. Brumbies
are ancestors of the same founding stock linked to early settlers and were used during World War I and II.
Genetic sampling has been taking place since 2014, with brumbies being included in the World Wild Horse
Database. To date, DNA sampling has established an individual DNA line to Barmah Horses and Barmah
National Park, with over 80 samples tested. Victorian Government scientific reports do not differentiate
impacts caused by all introduced species or acknowledge the benefits of brumbies.
Mass extermination or uncontrolled culling of brumbies would see the destruction of unique heritage brumby
bloodlines from Victoria, as opposed to retaining controlled sustainable populations in all three key areas,
enshrining the brumby in Australia’s history for future generations.
Brumby bloodlines should be protected in the form of legislation, namely a ‘Victorian Brumby Heritage Act’,
which should recognise the heritage value of sustainable wild horse populations within the Barmah and
Alpine National Parks and surrounding area of the Bogong High Plains.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Government to abandon plans to
remove all brumbies from the Bogong High Plains, Barmah and Eastern Alps and instead manage sustainable
brumby populations, introduce legislation to protect brumby bloodlines and establish scientific and
community advisory panels to participate in all future decisions for brumby populations, which should include
a representative from key brumby organisations.

By Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14 671 signatures).
Laid on table.
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Ms LOVELL: I move:
That the petition be considered on the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
VICTORIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (14:00): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend the
Victorian Law Reform Commission Act 2000 to provide for the making and consideration of referrals
from the public to the commission, for related matters and for other purposes, and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Mr GRIMLEY: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into Homelessness in Victoria
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14:01): Pursuant to standing order 23.29, I lay on the table
an interim report from the Legal and Social Issues Committee on the inquiry into homelessness in
Victoria, and I include its appendices. I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Ms PATTEN: I move:
That the Council take note of the report.

It is good timing to be introducing this interim report in Homelessness Week. This interim report I
think really is important because it shows the significance of homelessness and the importance that
people find in this issue at the moment. The purpose of this interim report was just to provide the
Parliament and the public with a brief snapshot of what we have found so far. I think for one of the
first times in the Parliament we have used an online survey to really try to ascertain the views of the
public and where those views are coming from. So I am delighted to be able to say that we will also
have an interactive dashboard on the parliamentary website that will enable members in this place to
see what their constituents think, what their constituents find most important about homelessness.
Certainly I think we all hear from them loudly that the most important issue in regard to homelessness
is housing—both housing affordability and social housing.
What was interesting in this process of using this online survey was that we were also able to see where
we were missing people. We were able to use Facebook and other social media platforms to engage
with some of the regional communities that had not engaged with us. During this time of COVID,
during this pandemic time, this was absolutely crucial. Now, even despite COVID, despite the
bushfires, we have managed to hold 14 hearings, most of them online. But we were able to travel into
regional areas. We were able to hold open mic afternoons in those regional areas. We were able to
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hear from people with lived experience around homelessness. I think so far it has been quite an
extraordinary inquiry. We have really found that the community is so engaged with this issue. We will
be providing the Parliament with a far more detailed report early next year, but I encourage members
to look at this report and to go on and look at the interactive dashboard to see exactly what their
constituents are thinking about homelessness. I commend this report.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14:04): It gives me pleasure to stand and talk on the interim
report of the Legal and Social Issues Committee’s inquiry into homelessness in Victoria. As
Ms Patten, the chair, was saying, it has been an extremely interesting process that we have gone
through to get to this interim report, and we have so much more to table when we finally table our
final report. But it is something that was never going to be a quick process, because this is a huge
problem in our community and it is something that needs to be done right.
I had concerns right at the beginning of the process that there were some articles in the paper preempting what might have been the findings of this report, and I think that those members of the
committee who have now got to know this issue much more intimately would agree with me that there
was never going to be an easy fix to this, so we could not pre-empt those findings. We have to listen
to the experts in the field and also to those who have experienced homelessness to truly understand
this problem and to address it. It is not going to be cheap to address and to solve. The main thing that
we keep hearing is the lack of public housing in this state, and we have seen over the last five years
the waitlist for public housing explode. In my own home town it has more than doubled—the amount
of people waiting to get access to public housing—so the government will need to think about a huge
increase in the investment in public housing.
It has pleased me during this time to have heard so many positive reports about things that I
implemented as the Minister for Housing, including the youth foyers. Everywhere we go people ask
us for a youth foyer. They all want a youth foyer to help address their youth homelessness and to
ensure that we break that cycle over generations. People have also spoken about the innovation action
projects that I introduced in consultation with the sector, because the sector does know best how to
address this. I look forward to our final report coming to this house and to getting some real action on
addressing homelessness in Victoria.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (14:06): I rise to speak about the interim report of the
inquiry into homelessness in Victoria. In rising to speak as a participating member, I would like to
commend the crossbench for raising this issue so we were able to have this inquiry into homelessness.
As a participating member, it has been wonderful to hear from the youth and from all of the other
participants who have come forward. It was especially great to see the use of technology in the way
we had all of these hearings online, making sure that they were live to the public, which was wonderful,
but also to actually speak to the people of Finland. I have been so in awe of what Finland has done in
the past with Housing First, and to actually have that interaction online was wonderful.
I represent the Western Metropolitan Region of Victoria, and I have looked after Maidstone and
Braybrook for a very long time. I have always considered of the governments of the day—on
whichever side they may have been—that the housing stock there should never have been interim.
They should actually have built quality social housing back in the day, but they never did. This
government has only committed to 1000 new houses until 2022, but through this process we know
that we need to actually have 10 000 a year, if not 30 000 a year. So 1000 over a four-year period will
not cut it, nor will it cut it to actually continue to have housing stock of the quality that we have at this
time. I commend the interim report. I am looking forward to the full report, and I thank the Parliament
for having this inquiry.
Motion agreed to.
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Victorian Government’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (14:09): Pursuant to section 35 of the Parliamentary
Committees Act 2003, I lay on the table the interim report on the inquiry into the Victorian
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including appendices, extracts of proceedings
and a minority report. I further present transcripts of evidence. I move:
That the transcripts of evidence lie on the table and the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Ms STITT: I move:
That the Council take note of the report.

In doing so I will just make a couple of brief comments about this very important inquiry that the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC) has been asked to conduct into the government’s
response to COVID-19. Of course this is an interim report. The final report from the committee is due
to be tabled in the Parliament on or before 31 October 2020. Therefore there will be another series of
hearings. We have heard a lot of members talk about scrutiny of government today, and that will
certainly be a very significant opportunity for members of PAEC from the government and from the
opposition and the crossbench—our colleague Mr Limbrick is also a member of PAEC—at the next
set of hearings to look into the government’s response to the pandemic.
Of course this report is about a set of hearings that occurred at a point in time. Whilst things may have
moved on significantly in relation to this global pandemic since the report was written, there are
certainly some very worthy parts of the report that I would draw members’ attention to, in particular
the government’s response to increasing resources and funding for victims of family violence both in
terms of compliance and Victoria Police following up perpetrators of violence during the pandemic
and the first lockdown but also in respect to the government’s support of and increased funding to our
specialist family violence services during this very difficult time in Victoria.
I also take the opportunity to note that the report looks at both the economic and the social impacts of
the pandemic and the government’s response, as well as obviously the health implications of this
global pandemic. It was conducted in a pretty unique set of circumstances for committees, and I would
like to take the opportunity to thank the secretariat for adapting so incredibly well to the requirements
to socially distance and to allow witnesses to appear via video link. It certainly was a challenge for the
secretariat, which they rose to. I commend the report to the house.
Motion agreed to.
LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Closure of I Cook Foods Pty Ltd
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14:13): Pursuant to standing order 23.29, I lay on the table
a report from the Legal and Social Issues Committee on the inquiry into the closure of I Cook Foods
Pty Ltd, including appendices, transcripts of evidence, extracts of proceedings and a minority report.
I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Ms PATTEN: I move:
That the Council take note of the report.
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Before I just speak briefly on this report, I would very much like to thank the secretariat of the Legal
and Social Issues Committee. They are doing some extraordinary work in extraordinary times. They
have been working around the clock. We have been working on weekends to meet some pretty strict
deadlines for these reports. I have to say it has just been such an effort, in particular to Lilian Topic,
Kieran Crowe, Alice Petrie, Vivienne Bannan and Anique Owen, but also just to the whole team.
Not only have we been doing the homelessness inquiry and the I Cook Foods inquiry but we are also
preparing for a cannabis inquiry and a sex offender inquiry, and I believe we also have a law reform
inquiry as well. So they are doing an enormous amount of work. They are using technology like the
Parliament has never done before. We are really trialling new ways to be able to have public hearings
where we are speaking to experts from around the world and the public maybe cannot take part but
can hear directly from those people rather than just reading about it in a report. These times have
probably shown some of the innovation that this Parliament can achieve.
This inquiry into I Cook Foods was going to be a quick and short inquiry, but when you look at the
size of this report, it certainly belies the speed with which this inquiry was turned around. We
conducted two public hearings and we received literally thousands of pages of documents. Some of
them were required to be subpoenaed, and I was pleased to see that the City of Greater Dandenong
did actually agree to that subpoena.
This is a report that makes 13 recommendations largely around what we found was an archaic food
act. The Food Act 1984 caused many of the problems that befell I Cook Foods Pty Ltd. We found that
the closure order issued to that family business that had been operating for nigh on 30 years was valid
but was not fair, that the processes that led to that closure were unfair and that the processes used by
the City of Greater Dandenong were inconsistent and completely inadequate. Frankly, they were not
up to the job of regulating the food industry in Dandenong. That comes out in this report, that comes
out in the transcripts, that comes out in the very evidence that they provided to us.
Now, the Department of Health and Human Services also failed here, because ultimately it is the
department’s role to protect us in these areas, and their food safety regulations are old, their food safety
regulations are not fit for purpose, and this is what we found in this report. So I think despite this being
a very quick inquiry into a very specific issue around the closure of one family business, it actually
exposed many issues that need to be addressed, and we hope that the government accepts our
recommendations. I commend the report.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (14:18): I am pleased to be able to also speak to the report.
Can I put on record the extraordinary work undertaken by the secretariat in pulling this together, as
Ms Patten has just highlighted—the enormous amount of work that was undertaken with their
workload and how everybody was working extremely well in relation to using the technology and
getting this very important inquiry actually up and running. As Ms Patten has said, it did expose a
number of flaws within the Department of Health and Human Services, their oversight, obviously the
food regulation and what was occurring at a local council level.
But also what was concerning during the hearings was what the opposition, the Liberals and The
Nationals, had long held as there were lots of media reports about this particular incident and the
closure of I Cook Foods. What is well known is what was colloquially termed ‘slug-gate’, but that was
just one element of this. It went broader than some of the accusations and allegations that were heard
during the course of the inquiry. As a result one of the things that I was very keen to get a hold of was
the report by Pitcher Partners. Now, we did not publish that report, but it was a report commissioned
by the Department of Health and Human Services to look into Community Chef, a very significant
part of why this inquiry was even held, and it showed the extensive financial failings of Community
Chef.
Now, the opposition—the Liberal-Nationals—wrote a minority report because I think there is still a
lot to answer on this. I think that those financial failings demonstrate the absolute issue around
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Community Chef and some of those issues that have been borne out in the media. And one of the
recommendations that we made—well, the only recommendation—was that an external agency with
investigative authority and powers look further into these allegations because, as Ms Patten said, we
received thousands and thousands of pages of documents, and it possibly does need further
investigation.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14:21): I also rise to speak on the Legal and Social Issues
Committee’s investigation into the I Cook Foods inquiry, and it was a very interesting inquiry. As
Ms Patten said, it was supposed to be a very short and sharp quick one. We only held two lots of
hearings, but I think it was the deliberations between the committee that actually took most of the time
on this one. As Ms Patten said, it did expose just how inept the City of Greater Dandenong were in
dealing with food health safety issues in their municipality. The thing that I have found so amazing is,
even now, all of these months later, their inability to see fault in themselves, their inability to have any
empathy for the people of I Cook Foods and what it has done to that family and to their business and
also their complete and utter failure to recognise that they were actually putting people at risk because
of their ineptitude in actually managing health and safety issues around the production of food in the
City of Greater Dandenong.
It was also amazing that we heard that the CEO of the City of Greater Dandenong had a conflict of
interest that prevented him from performing his duty as the CEO to issue the closure order, and that
then brought the department into the process. There does not seem to have been any real process for
what would happen if a CEO did have that conflict of interest and could not issue the closure order,
and it was a very clumsily handled procedure that led to the closure of I Cook Foods.
As Ms Crozier said, there were lots of allegations around reasons why I Cook Foods might have been
closed down and allegations of planting of material and stuff like that. The committee did not have the
ability to actually investigate those things, and I think that I Cook Foods will probably pursue that in
an another format, but the Pitcher Partners report did raise a lot of concerns about the finances of their
competitor, Community Chef, and there were also allegations around the ownership of Community
Chef and the reasons why people may have wanted to progress Community Chef. This is something
that does need further investigation by another body, and that is why we have submitted a minority
report recommending that there be a further investigation around the Pitcher Partners report.
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:24): I will make just a very quick contribution to this debate,
and in doing so I would really like to echo the sentiments expressed by all other members. Like
Ms Crozier, I would like to express my gratitude for the quite wonderful work of the secretariat. As
the chair, Ms Patten, said—and I will note her too for her fantastic contribution in that leadership
role—the secretariat did an immense amount of work. This was, as a number of us have said, intended
to be a very short inquiry, and in terms of the time frame that we had it was. Nonetheless, there was a
power of work done.
Now, again as various colleagues have noted, we were dealing here with incredibly grave matters—
at the outset matters of life and death—and then as we delved further into the inquiry matters regarding
the closing down of a business, the loss of not just one person’s livelihood, not just one family’s
livelihood and one family’s business, but the loss of employment for, I think, 48 people if I am correct.
And of course we know that as a result of the actions that were taken by the Department of Health and
Human Services, because Dandenong council was not in a position to take those actions itself, that
business never reopened. And so I know that all members—no matter where they sit in this chamber—
took this inquiry incredibly seriously.
I too commend the majority report. I think that deals with some very serious issues linking back, as
the chair, Ms Patten, said, to the particular act. In that regard I would highlight, as was highlighted to
us in our hearings and as we discussed as a committee via Teams on a number of occasions, that I had
a particular issue with the informal manner—I may say the slapdash manner—in which the department
dealt with the information that it was being drip-fed by the City of Greater Dandenong council, for
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me, to make this really grave decision to shut down a business. And I do agree with the chair that there
was significant evidence there in order to enable that decision to be made, but nonetheless there needed
to be a proper, formal process in place to make sure that that decision could be properly made, and
that was not the case on this occasion. (Time expired)
Motion agreed to.
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 7
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (14:26): Pursuant to section 35 of the Parliamentary
Committees Act 2003, I lay on the table Alert Digest No. 7 of 2020 from the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, including appendices. I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
AUDITOR-GENERAL
Annual Plan 2020–21
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 74(3)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s Annual Plan 2020–21.
PARLIAMENTARY BUDGET OFFICE
Operational Plan 2020–21
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 23(4)(c) of the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2017, I lay on the
table a copy of the Parliamentary Budget Office’s Operational Plan 2020–21.
OMBUDSMAN
Ombudsman’s Recommendations: Third Report
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the table a copy
of Ombudsman’s Recommendations: Third Report.
Investigation into the Planning and Delivery of the Western Highway Duplication Project
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the table a copy
of the Ombudsman’s report Investigation into the Planning and Delivery of the Western Highway
Duplication Project.
AUDITOR-GENERAL
Results of 2019 Audits: Technical and Further Education Institutes
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 59(4)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s report Results of 2019 Audits: Technical and Further Education Institutes.
Results of 2019 Audits: Universities
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 59(4)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s report Results of 2019 Audits: Universities.
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19 Financial and Performance Outcomes
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 35(2)(c) of the Parliamentary Committees Act 2003, I lay on the
table the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee’s report Inquiry into the 2017–18 and 2018–19
Financial and Performance Outcomes.
INDEPENDENT BROAD-BASED ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION
Operation Gloucester: An Investigation into Improper Evidentiary and Disclosure Practices in
Relation to the Victoria Police Investigation of the Murders of Sergeant Gary Silk and Senior
Constable Rodney Miller
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 162(12)(c) of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Act 2011, I lay on the table a copy of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commissioner’s special report Operation Gloucester: An Investigation into Improper Evidentiary and
Disclosure Practices in Relation to the Victoria Police Investigation of the Murders of Sergeant Gary
Silk and Senior Constable Rodney Miller.
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Alpine Resorts (Management) Act 1997—Alpine Resorts Strategic Plan 2020–2025, pursuant to section 33E
of the Act.
Audit Act 1994—Performance Audit of the Victorian Auditor-General and the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office 2020, pursuant to section 83(4) of the Act.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust—Report, year ended 31 March 2020.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978—
Minister’s Order of 1 April 2020 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Seaford Foreshore
Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 7 June 2020 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Merricks Beach Foreshore
Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 18 June 2020 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Gasworks Park Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 18 June 2020 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Gasworks Park Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 25 June 2020 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Sandringham Beach Park.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003—Government response to the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee’s Report on the 2019–20 Budget Estimates.
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes—
Bayside Planning Scheme—Amendments C162 and C179.
Boroondara Planning Scheme—Amendment C327.
Campaspe, Gannawarra, Greater Bendigo, Greater Shepparton, Loddon, Moira and Swan Hill Planning
Schemes—Amendment GC160.
Cardinia Planning Scheme—Amendments C235 and C263.
Casey, Hume, Melton, Mitchell, Whittlesea and Wyndham Planning Schemes—Amendment GC150.
Colac Otway Planning Scheme—Amendments C103 and C108.
Darebin Planning Scheme—Amendment C190.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme—Amendments C213, C215 and C216.
Golden Plains Planning Scheme—Amendment C90.
Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme—Amendments C223 and C225.
Greater Geelong and Surf Coast Planning Schemes—Amendment GC104.
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme—Amendments C372, C415 and C416.
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Indigo Planning Scheme—Amendment C76.
Kingston Planning Scheme—Amendment C196.
Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendments C114 and C115.
Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendment C138.
Melbourne Planning Scheme—Amendments C258 and C389.
Mildura Planning Scheme—Amendment C110.
Moreland Planning Scheme—Amendment C209.
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme—Amendment C276.
Nillumbik Planning Scheme—Amendment C125.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendments C142, C160, C168 and C191.
South Gippsland Planning Scheme—Amendment C116.
Southern Grampians Planning Scheme—Amendment C59.
Stonnington Planning Scheme—Amendment C305.
Warrnambool Planning Scheme—Amendment C103.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme—Amendments C216 and C226.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme—Amendments C127, C203, C219, C228, C243 and C248.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008—No. 64.
Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003—No. 71.
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017—No. 65.
Disability Act 2006—Nos. 59 and 60.
Domestic Animals Act 1994—No. 52.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981—No. 73.
Electricity Safety Act 1998—No. 50.
Electronic Transactions (Victoria) Act 2000—No. 70.
Environment Protection Act 1970—No. 62.
Fire Rescue Victoria Act 1958—Nos. 68 and 69.
Fisheries Act 1995—No. 51.
Health Services Act 1988—No. 77.
Local Government Act 2020—City of Melbourne Act 2001—No. 72.
Marine Safety Act 2010—No. 63.
Melbourne Strategic Assessment (Environment Mitigation Levy) Act 2020—No. 61.
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990—Nos. 55 and 56.
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004—No. 78.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—No. 76.
Sex Work Act 1994—No. 49.
Supreme Court Act 1986—Nos. 53 and 57.
Tobacco Act 1987—No. 54.
Victims of Crime Commissioner Act 2015—No. 66.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—No. 58.
Water Act 1989—Nos. 67, 74 and 75.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—
Documents under section 15—
Public Interest Determination under section 42 of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014.
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Rail Safety National Law National Regulations (Fees and Other Measures) Variation
Regulations 2020 under section 12 of the Rail Safety National Law Application Act 2013.
Statutory Rule Nos. 31, 42, 48, 49, 52, 53, 55 to 75, 77 and 78.
Legislative instruments and related documents under Section 16B in respect of—
Complaint Handling Standards of 13 May 2020, under the Health Complaints Act 2016.
Conservation Area Declaration and Levy Area Declaration of 25 June 2020, under the Melbourne
Strategic Assessment (Environment Mitigation Levy) Act 2020.
Conveyancers Professional Indemnity Insurance Order of 28 June 2020, under the Conveyancers
Act 2006.
Electoral Structure Orders of 7 July 2020 for Bayside City Council, Boroondara City Council,
Cardinia Shire Council, Darebin City Council, Dandenong City Council, Kingston City Council,
Manningham City Council, Maroondah City Council, Mitchell Shire Council, Murrindindi Shire
Council and Whitehorse City Council, under the Local Government Act 2020.
Ministerial Order No. 1292—Order Amending Ministerial Order No. 1228—Victorian Institute of
Teaching Registration Fees 2019–20 of 22 July 2020, under the Education and Training Reform
Act 2006.
Ministerial Order No. 1294—Order Amending Ministerial Order No. 1228—Victorian Institute of
Teaching Registration Fees 2019–20 of 22 July 2020, under the Education and Training Reform
Act 2006.
PrimeSafe Determination of Licence Category and Fees for Vehicle-Based Meat Processing
Facilities of 29 June 2020 under the Meat Industry Act 1993.
Victorian Building Authority’s Code of Conduct for Building Surveyors of 25 June 2020, under
the Building Act 1993.
Victoria Law Reform Commission—Contempt of Court (Ordered to be published).
Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Act 2019—
Determination providing for the annual adjustment to the salaries and allowances provided to Members of
the Parliament of Victoria, 29 June 2020, under section 26 of the Act.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Amendment Act 2020—Whole Act—8 July 2020 (Gazette No. S323,
30 June 2020).
Building and Environment Protection Legislation Amendment Act 2020—Part 2, sections 19, 22, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 29, 30, 36, 39, 41 and Part 5—28 July 2020 (Gazette No. S375, 28 July 2020).
Firefighters’ Presumptive Rights Compensation and Fire Services Legislation Amendment (Reform)
Act 2019—Remaining Provisions—1 July 2020 (Gazette No. S328, 30 June 2020).
Police Legislation Amendment (Road Safety Camera Commissioner and Other Matters) Act 2019—Part 2—
1 July 2020 (Gazette No. S323, 30 June 2020).

Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, regarding the papers tabled under acts, my understanding
is that a state of disaster has been declared in Victoria, and the Emergency Management Act 1986,
section 23, requires at subsection (7):
If a state of disaster has been declared under this section the Premier must report on the state of disaster and
the powers exercised under section 24 to both Houses of Parliament as soon as practicable after the declaration
if Parliament is then sitting and if Parliament is not then sitting as soon as practicable after the next meeting
of Parliament.

I note that the Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19 and Minister
for Health has left the chamber, but the remaining minister in the chamber, Minister Leane, may be
able to explain the declaration of emergency. I did not see it in the earlier list. Now, I might have
missed it or it may be somewhere or other, but the act has got a very clear stipulation and it appears
not to have been adhered to. I am happy to be corrected if that is not correct.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Davis. I have been advised by the Clerk that no report has been
received by the Clerk. No further report has been received.
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Mr Davis: The point is, as a point of order, that it is required to be tabled by statute. This is one of
the most significant things that has happened in the state in many, many decades, and the Emergency
Management Act 1986 requires the tabling of that statement at the first opportunity in Parliament. I do
not know if Minister Leane is aware of the details, but he could even undertake to explain why this
has not occurred.
The PRESIDENT: Personally I cannot do any more. It is up to the house. If Mr Leane wants to
respond to it, he can. I cannot do any further, Mr Davis, and according to the Clerk he has not received
anything further.
Production of documents
WEST GATE TUNNEL
The Clerk: I lay on the table a letter from the Attorney-General dated 21 July 2020 in response to
the resolution of the Council of 17 June 2020 relating to West Gate Tunnel soil. The letter states that
there was insufficient time to respond and that a final response to the order will be provided as soon
as possible. The letter is available in full.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, that document was correctly circulated by the clerks in
the period before the chamber returned. But now some further time has elapsed, and the minister may
be able to explain why the government has not provided the documents that the house has ordered.
This is now some time back, and we are now at 4 August. That is some time after the letter was
responded to and the documents order was due. So we need, I think, some explanation from
government as to why the government has not chosen to provide this. This is a very serious matter.
We have got regulations, which I will refer to in a moment, which are significant in themselves, that
relate to the West Gate Tunnel. We are seeking information through the chamber. The orders have
been passed, the government has sent them back and now there is a lengthy period of delay. The
minister may be able to provide an explanation.
The PRESIDENT: Look, I understand there is a legitimate point of order, Mr Davis, but I cannot
do anything else. It is up to the house again. I understand it was through the house, but unfortunately
I cannot do any more. But you can do it a different way.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
Members statements
The following statements are incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day.
COVID-19
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise today to provide a statement in support of my fellow teachers. Teaching is immeasurably rewarding. I
have had the pleasure of witnessing many students grow and flourish, discovering a love of learning in the
classroom in front of my very eyes. We teach because we value the power of a good education and the hope
that it can instil in the next generation. But right now, teaching is really, really hard. In the current
circumstances, teachers are feeling disconnected from their students and their colleagues, which makes the
task of engaging with them very difficult. Even more so, with both onsite and online learning, teachers have
been torn, experiencing the toughest year of their careers. But they have not let that get in the way of ensuring
they deliver for their students. We will look back on this period of our history with nothing but the utmost
admiration for our educators and the invaluable service they provide young Victorians and, therefore, the
wellbeing of the whole state. So, I thank all Victorian teachers. We are all behind you as you continue to work
with young Victorians through such a challenging time.
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EASTERN VICTORIA REGION FIRST RESPONDERS
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My members statement acknowledges the incredible work of our first responders, particularly within my
electorate of Eastern Victoria Region.
A 17-year-old constituent recently suffered an acute cardiac arrest, brought on by ventricular tachycardia,
while working out at his local gym.
MICA paramedic Ellen Bailes and fitness trainer Nic Dowse quickly swung into action and performed the
first steps of CPR that ultimately saved this boy’s life.
Ambulance Victoria and the HEMS 2 crew of Air Ambulance Victoria, including MICA flight paramedic
Nick Roder, were instrumental in transporting this critical young man to the Latrobe Regional Hospital and
ultimately Melbourne’s Royal Children’s Hospital, where he remains in recovery today.
Special thanks to Dr Warwick Butt and the paediatric ICU team at the Royal Children’s Hospital for being
the miracle workers who care for some of our state’s most critically ill children.
I am delighted to inform the house that due to the rapid response, expertise and dedication of our first
responders and healthcare professionals the patient is well on the way to making a full recovery.

COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan)
Never before has a government had so much power with so little scrutiny. With unprecedented power comes
risk to our democracy. Our great state of Victoria is at real risk by not only the coronavirus but also ongoing
poor government administration.
The devastation that is engulfing Victoria could have been avoided if the Andrews Labor government did
their job. The government has failed all Victorians due to incompetence and mismanagement. The breaches
in hotel quarantine, which the chief health officer himself admitted could have led to every case of the current
second wave of COVID-19, are a scandal in themselves. This second wave has tragically meant lives have
been lost, jobs have been lost and livelihoods have been destroyed. The impacts cannot be underestimated
and will be felt for years if not decades to come.
The Andrews government has failed all Victorians; those family members having to deal with the loss of their
loved ones has been heartbreaking. As Victorians face the devastating health, mental health, economic and
social impacts of the new restrictions, the government needs to answer the questions Victorians desperately
want to know.
The secrecy around release of data by the government needs to be also questioned. What are they hiding? If
there’s nothing to hide then release the data, the information and the modelling that the government is privy
to. Other states and territories are constantly releasing information so that people know exactly why their
government is making the decisions they are.
In contrast, Victorians have got very little if not nothing. There has been so much that has gone wrong with
Victoria’s COVID-19 response, so it is no wonder that confidence in this government declines each day. The
legacy of the Andrews will be long remembered as the worst public administration by any government in
Australian history.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitan)
I would like to update the house on the progress of some key infrastructure projects in my electorate of
Southern Metropolitan Region.
On 20 July I had the pleasure of celebrating the opening of Mentone station with my colleague in the other
place the member for Mordialloc.
These works were finished a full two weeks ahead of schedule following a construction blitz along the
Frankston line.
I also recently visited the upgrade works at Cheltenham station, which is scheduled to open on 16 August.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 1700 workers who have worked tirelessly to deliver these
significant upgrades for our community under very difficult and unusual circumstances.
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As part of these upgrades, we have removed three dangerous level crossings at Mentone and Cheltenham,
which has enhanced safety at and around our stations immensely.
I will finish by noting the announcement made by the Minister for Public Transport that this government will
invest a further $24 million in station upgrades, including Huntingdale station in my electorate.
Even during these difficult times, we are getting on with building Victoria and investing in the things that
matter to Victorians.

GEELONG GRAFFITI
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
I rise to speak briefly to the commitment of Geelong residents Gary Robertson, aka Robbo, and Dennis Blake.
I recently met with Robbo and Dennis to discuss the increasing rate of vandalism and graffiti within and
around the great city that is Geelong.
Robbo and Dennis have, with their own time and money, been personally cleaning the tagging that has
swamped businesses and residential properties alike. Geelong has seen around 1800 spray paint tags recently,
much to the community’s frustration. This is not the graffiti that we enjoy in such areas as Melbourne; it is
paint vandalism, not art.
Robbo and Dennis are committed to eliminating this tagging around the Geelong area and are doing an
amazing job to ensure the beautiful city of Geelong remains aesthetically pleasing to the eye.
Just last week, Robbo was able to recruit three more volunteers, and in a single day Robbo and his team
cleaned around 15 tags in Geelong. I commend him and his team for what they do for our community. I look
forward to continuing my advocacy on their behalf so that they receive local government funding, ensuring
that they are not continually financially burdened by the amazing commitment they give to our community.

HEALTH FUNDING
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan)
I am sure many Victorians would have been horrified to read in the Age last week a report that Victoria has
far fewer public health physicians per capita than any other state or territory.
Richard Baker reported that Victoria had only six physicians in its health protection branch compared to 24
in NSW and 17 in Queensland.
The number of communicable disease staff has been in decline for at least 18 months before coronavirus hit.
It has been apparent during the second wave of the pandemic that our contact tracing has not been up to the
task. Close contacts of confirmed cases report waiting days and weeks to be notified by the department.
The underfunding of public health in Victoria is yet another consequence of Victoria’s breakneck population
growth of the past decade, which has seen us add an extra million people.
Population growth in Melbourne has made it much harder to balance the budget because of the massive
infrastructure spending required, so treasurers anxious to balance the books have resorted to asset sales and
austerity on government departments. So rather than increasing our public health resources, we have been
cutting them. The costs of our population Ponzi scheme are now being borne by elderly Victorians, who are
often left dying undignified and lonely deaths.
The Sustainable Australia party believes that all governments have a responsibility to prioritise public health
and wellbeing over economic growth and private wealth.

COVID-19
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
In these truly dark days of COVID-19 that continue to impact our lives, I wish to acknowledge the outstanding
work of two local business in my electorate in contributing to the fight against this global pandemic.
Med-Con is a family-owned business situated in Lemnos on the outskirts of Shepparton and prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic was the only manufacturer of surgical masks in Australia.
Med-Con operated two machines at that time, producing medical masks for use all over the country. To meet
the increased demand for surgical masks since the outbreak of COVID-19, Med-Con have increased their
production lines to 10 machines.
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The seven new machines were manufactured by Foodmach, another wonderful local manufacturer in Echuca,
enabling Med-Con to ramp up their production to protect our frontline workers and the entire community.
Each Med-Con mask consists of four layers of fabric: two fluid-resistant outer layers, a filter layer and a nonallergenic inner layer for facial comfort.
On the invitation of operations manager Ray Stockwell, I recently visited the Med-Con factory to see how
they have increased their production. The new machines built by Foodmach will enable Med-Con to produce
a staggering 90 million surgical masks by Christmas. And every box that leaves the factory will be marked
‘Proudly made in Shepparton, Victoria, Australia’.
I extend my congratulations and gratitude to the management and staff of these two wonderful Northern
Victoria businesses, Med-Con and Foodmach, for their amazing work that is helping Australia fight the war
against COVID-19.

COVID-19
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
Regrettably, the shock 6 July announcement of the shutdown of the Victoria-New South Wales border has
meant that many individuals, businesses and other organisations in border communities—where there still
remain no, or very low numbers of, cases of coronavirus—are now being excessively punished for the
mistakes of others elsewhere.
Centres like Wodonga and Albury, Rutherglen and Corowa, and Echuca and Moama and many others did
not need to be divided into latter-day versions of East and West Berlin. This reflects a fundamental
misunderstanding of the COVID spread and the inextricable closeness and interdependency of these places
and our people and economies.
If heavy-handed blocks on movement were actually required, then the hundreds of officers at border
checkpoints daily would actually be better deployed policing the isolation of coronavirus-positive individuals.
Yet such ironies and contradictions abound.
It’s apparently acceptable for some people to go past the so-called ‘ring of steel’ around Melbourne without
checking and even for people from coronavirus hotspots to flock into our regional areas to do things like
inspect properties for sale.
Yet those of us in border communities apparently can’t now be trusted to travel even to the same workplaces
over the border that we’ve attended every day for years. Many local paramedics and other medical specialists
trying to provide urgent medical care now can’t even easily move across the border.
The simple reality remains that the border should not have been closed and it should be reopened forthwith.
Alongside all the genuinely hard decisions that have been required amid the coronavirus response, these
should have been two of the very few lay down miseres.

WANGARATTA DISTRICT SPECIALIST SCHOOL
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
I had the great pleasure last week of visiting the Wangaratta District Specialist School. A shout-out and
thankyou to their engaging students, to their energetic principal, Chris Harvison, and to their incredible staff.
When giving me a tour, the principal noted to me that what they lack in square-metre space they make up for
in culture, and they certainly deliver this in spades.
Wangaratta District Specialist School aims to develop their students to be as independent as possible within
their own potential. Preps were very proud to show me their writing skills, I spent some time relaxing with
the middle-year students and met the VCAL cohort out in the yard. To listen and talk to the team about how
they assist each child on their own learning journey was truly inspiring, and I look forward to seeing the
rollout of $5.2 million in funding for updating their facilities.

COVID-19
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
In these uncertain times, it is extremely encouraging to see so many Victorians go to great lengths to support
their local community in the fight against this virus.
There is no better example than the tireless efforts of Dorothy Whiting, a wonderful lady in her 80s who is
making face masks in Terang.
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The masks are then being sold by Michael Reicha at Reicha’s Drapery, with the money then distributed to
various local charities, including Cooinda, who provide support to people with disabilities.
Dorothy exemplifies the ‘get on with it’ attitude that rural Victoria has when it comes solving problems facing
their fellow citizens and communities.
The Terang P–12 school has now joined the mask-making brigade and is also fully engaged in helping the
cause.
I thank all those volunteers and businesses who are working hard to get masks to all who need them, but
particularly Dorothy, Michael and the Terang P–12 students and their teachers for helping keep local people
safe while raising much-needed funds for charity.

LILYDALE KANGAROO CONTROL
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
As I make this members statement, a wildlife and environmental disaster is imminent at a housing
development site in Lilydale—unless, of course, the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
intervenes as she has been pleaded to do.
A small family mob of kangaroos are not only welcomed by nearby residents but considered part of their
community. But they are facing slaughter any time from tonight to make way for continued development.
A coalition has formed to support a non-lethal solution by way of relocation to a 100-acre property offered
up by a wildlife carer. The developer, Lilydale residents, many vets, wildlife professionals and I have all
urgently requested the government and department accept this offer of assistance, but we have been blocked
at every turn.
DELWP claims that relocation risks a mortality rate that is unacceptable, despite this being untrue. It is ironic
that their solution to this is a 100 per cent mortality rate instead.
Lilydale residents are not only terrified about how close shooting will be taking place to their homes, they are
worried for the safety of their pets. Parents are devastated by the thought that their children won’t wake in
excitement to kangaroos at their window but rather in heartbreak to their strewn bodies.
And in perhaps an act of truly the most evil, many of these kangaroos have joeys in pouch and at foot. After
the mums are shot, they will then be bludgeoned to death—a department-approved method of killing.
For this social family mob, it is decision time. For them, it is literally one minute to midnight, and I hope the
Victorian government will intervene.
Surely after the estimated loss of 3 billion animals in the recent fire disasters, this is the least we can do.

COVID-19
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan)
I rise on this occasion to acknowledge the sacrifices that all Victorians are making in these unprecedented
times.
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused immense upheaval to our way of life, unimaginable less than 12 months
ago. This silent enemy has changed the way we live, work and interact with each other on every level.
I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the healthcare workers who show such care and compassion
in the face of extreme adversity. Your contributions and commitment to all Victorians are extraordinary.
To all those who continue to work in roles to provide Victorians with essential services and products, I thank
you for continuing to ensure our state can operate and provide assistance to all Victorians.
To the families who have lost their loved ones, I offer my sincerest condolences. Every Victorian lost to this
pandemic is someone who has made a contribution to this state by working or raising family or being part of
vibrant communities that makes this state so extraordinary.
I acknowledge the significant challenges and changes that all Victorian are making by staying and working
from home, homeschooling children and making personal sacrifices to ensure the safety of all Victorians, in
particular the safety of those who are most vulnerable in our community.
I would like to also take this opportunity to thank Premier Daniel Andrews, the cabinet, chief health officer
Professor Brett Sutton and government departments working tirelessly around the clock dealing with difficult
and complex situations that are changing day by day.
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Finally, please stay safe. If you can work from home, you must work from home. If you are sick, get tested
and stay at home until you receive your results. If you are positive, you must self-isolate.
Victorians are strong in the face of adversity. In my own electorate I have witnessed many acts of kindness
and selflessness during this difficult period, and it makes me proud to represent the people of the Western
Metropolitan Region and the great state of Victoria.

COVID-19
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
The COVID-19 pandemic has deeply affected everyone, and I offer my sincere condolences, especially to all
those grieving the loss of a loved one or a friend.
This virus doesn’t discriminate; it can strike down anyone, at any time, of any age. While some recover
quickly, it can have lasting consequences for our long-term health.
The way that my community has responded has been unbelievable. The best of our humanity has been on
show.
In my electorate nurses, doctors and other healthcare workers have been working around the clock at hospitals,
attending to the sick, and at testing stations on the front line of the fight against the virus. I thank you.
Mental health care providers have been inundated, and the effect of this pandemic on them is going to last for
years to come. They will require our ongoing help. The situation is only going to get worse.
So next time we are discussing funding for services like Beyond Blue, or Lifeline, or the Red Cross, or
MensLine, or Headspace, or Switchboard, or Sane Australia, or Kids Helpline, or Headspace, or MindSpot,
or any of the local mental health care providers in local electorates—every member knows who they are—
then let’s not quibble about it. Let’s just give them what they deserve—and more if we can.
And we know that drug and alcohol issues are very often connected to mental health issues, so organisations
such as Odyssey House, Windana and VincentCare are also doing work helping many of those suffering with
addiction problems that need even more help during this time.
Let’s not forget that it is these important mental health care providers who are also on the ‘front line’ saving
lives each and every day during this emergency.

RURAL POLITICAL REPRESENTATION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria)
I am convinced that the time has come for Rexit. For those unaware, the community in which I live sits in
two different states.
This is common along the Murray River. More generally the culture and people of the broader rural areas
north of Melbourne and west of Sydney are a single culture in a way that NSW and Victoria are not.
Being a single community divided by borders is a problem when the people that control the border are not of
the community it affects, since it costs them much less to close it than it costs us.
The border might mean something to politicians in Sydney or Melbourne, but it means absolutely nothing to
us. It is your border, not our border.
I will not labour the practical implications of Sydney’s border closure to protect themselves from Melbourne
here. Instead let me talk about the longer standing problem: the disenfranchisement of rural voters.
There are more, not less, rural and regional voters today than there were when we federated in both Victoria
and NSW.
The political representation we receive is less, however, and that is because cities have grown faster than the
country but the amount of representation has grown disproportionately in favour of the cities.
This is true for regional cities as well, by the way, but the difference is not as stark as between metropolitan
and rural areas.
Rural Victoria must free itself from Melbourne, and it must do so by seceding. This house should permit an
opt-in secession referendum, conducted by local government area.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
2278

Legislative Council

Tuesday, 4 August 2020

COVID-19
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
The debacle that is the Victorian response to COVID-19 is entirely of the Premier’s making.
In March and April this year, Victorians tolerated restrictions on their movement, activities and interactions
because we were told as a state we needed to ‘flatten the curve’.
While Victorians were doing their duty, the Premier was failing in his. We now know that the hotel quarantine
program, which was to isolate potentially infected travellers from the broader population, was a total farce, a
gross act of incompetence by the government.
On top of this was the Premier’s tacit green light to an ill-timed and ill-conceived political protest which saw
10 000 people flock to Melbourne and set the virus loose again.
The botched handling of the outbreak at Labor donor Cedar Meats compounded the problem.
Infection numbers are soaring, and responsibility sits with the Premier.
Melbourne is now under curfew and extraordinary restrictions. Businesses have been forced to close, and
many will never reopen. Lives and jobs have been lost. Instead of the apology owed to Victorians, we just
have bullying and hectoring from Daniel Andrews.
Victorians have lost confidence in the Premier and have stopped listening to him. He needs to apologise to
Victorians and acknowledge his government’s failings. He needs to explain to Victorians what he is trying to
do, what the objective and the target are, and what the plan is to get us there.

COVID-19
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria)
I wish to pay tribute to the work of the thousands of people whose contributions are the very definition of
community at a time in our history where community has arguably never been more important. As we grapple
with the social, health, economic and geographic challenges of the pandemic, we have had to change the way
we work, move around, communicate, interact and support each other. And for many of us, this has been
really difficult. So many people are scared, anxious, frustrated and exhausted. There is a great deal of trauma,
uncertainty and distress in our families and communities across the state, and this pandemic is testing our
resolve in previously unimaginable ways.
Throughout the changes to restrictions and the work that is going on around the clock to control the spread of
the virus and to reduce community transmission, there are thousands of people whose contributions are
making the world of difference in a time of great hardship.
And so I extend my thanks, respect and gratitude to our health workers, clinicians, orderlies, cleaners, truck
drivers and delivery workers, packing and warehousing workers, teachers, and staff and volunteers in
neighbourhood houses and food relief centres and local organisations and mental health support services; to
our firefighters and SES staff who are helping to make and keep people safe every day in countless ways; to
those who are feeding and supporting and providing for vulnerable people when they need it most; and to the
many others who are making sure that we stay safe and that our needs are met.
You shine as examples of hope and care, and you deserve our recognition now and into the future.
And I hope that we can support you too in all the ways that you need.
I wish to pay tribute to the work that is being quietly undertaken across the state, and in particular in Eastern
Victoria, to sew hundreds of masks, to provide food and essentials to those who have needed them and to
make phone calls to check in with those who need an ear of friendship and empathy. Our online communities
have been alive with events and discussions, photos and videos and forums and exhibitions, music and
creativity, and this is sustaining so many of us while our daily lives are a world away from what they were a
few short months ago.
Please know that the work that you are doing is making a world of difference to others every day; that these
contributions are creating a resilience that will help us to recover and rebuild.
And to those who are struggling, whose mental health and wellbeing are faltering under the weight of these
circumstances, please, please reach out and connect with your health and support networks to access general
and specialist telehealth services. Please let those who love you and know you be there to help you weather
this storm. Please know that we will get through this and things will change again as time passes. Please hang
on and let us help you to do this.
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NATIONAL ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CHILDREN’S DAY
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria)
Today is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day, and on this occasion I want to
acknowledge and recognise the importance of Aboriginal voices and identities, language, culture and heritage,
and the importance of creating systems and supports that enable all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander kids
to know and live their culture.
We have so much work to do as governments, including here in Victoria, to make good on our words, to be
part of making a positive difference and to listen and to walk with communities as this work continues.
This includes the support that we must continue to lend, and lend in different ways, to communities, groups
and organisations that are working tirelessly, as they have done for many years now, to build and sustain
connection, and to create the best possible opportunities for support, healing and self-determination.
The children’s voices we hear today are the voices of the elders of tomorrow and they deserve to be heard,
and they must be part of our conversation on being better as a community and part of our work here in this
Parliament and in the communities that we have been elected to represent.

NORMAN MADDOCK
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
It is with great sadness that I rise to commemorate the passing of Anzac veteran Norman ‘Norm’ William
Maddock on 19 June.
As a young 18-year-old Norm enlisted in June 1940 at Caulfield, joining the 2nd Australian Imperial Force’s
2/7th Battalion. His service would see him take part in some of the most famous victories of Australian arms—
at Bardia and Tobruk. Norm and the 2/7th would go on to serve in the defence of Greece in April 1941.
This ill-fated campaign would see Norm take part in a series of engagements against the German invaders as
the Allies fought a rear-guard action across the Greek mainland actions. Successfully evacuated from the port
of Kalamata, Norm would take part in the Battle of Crete, fighting at Georgioupolis, Chania and the Battle of
42nd Street.
I had the privilege of knowing Norm personally for many years and it was an honour to accompany him to
Crete for the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Crete and Greece commemorations in 2011. It was during these
commemorations that Norm recounted to me his experience during those dark days of war.
After the Battle of Crete Norm was able to escape, along with a group of other Allied soldiers, surviving a
harrowing nine-day journey across the Mediterranean on a barge, eventually reaching the safety of Allied
lines in Libya in June 1941.
A brave man indeed. It was also my honour to have taken part in the annual Battle of Crete commemorations
held here in Melbourne, where Norm was always a guest of honour. It was on these occasions that Norm
would never fail to express his admiration for the Cretan people he had fought with and who had assisted in
his escape from captivity.
For Norm, as for so many veterans of this campaign, the Cretan people were the real heroes, risking their lives
to help the Allies. This praise was warmly reciprocated by the people of Crete and Greece, as well as by the
Australian Cretan and wider Greek community. For his service he was honoured by the prefect of Rethymnon
and the district governor in 2010, the governor of Crete in 2011 and by the head of the Hellenic defence forces
in 2016, and was made an honorary member of Melbourne’s Battle of Crete & Greece Commemorative
Council.
Norm joined his father in the tramways and would be a leading figure in the Victorian tramways union from
1947 to 1986, and made a crucial contribution to the Malvern tramways union. For his efforts Norm was
awarded the Order of Australia in 2007. And as a staunch lifelong unionist, Norm was also a lifelong member
and activist in the Australian Labor Party.
Norm was someone who took a challenge and didn’t look back, whether in civilian life or in the dark days of
war. He cared about his community and the future. That’s why he was proud to have stood up against fascism
and to have helped his fellow workers.
Along with all his comrades who served in the Greek campaign, Norm will be forever remembered. I am sure
that all here would join me in extending the Parliament’s condolences to Norm’s family.
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COVID-19
Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitan)
As a member for the South Eastern Metropolitan Region, I rise to acknowledge the many acts of kindness
that have happened in my electorate during these tough COVID times.
Across the community, so many people are doing the right thing in response to the health and economic crisis
we are all experiencing. And there are so many who are going above and beyond to care for others.
I have many reasons to be proud of my community, and to all of you I say thank you.
It is often said that heroes aren’t born—they’re made. Such is the story of the Devon Meadows based Sikh
Volunteers Australia, a not-for-profit volunteer organisation focused on reducing distress in the community
by providing free food to disadvantaged and vulnerable individuals and families.
Set up in 2017, the group has been providing meals to homeless and disadvantaged families twice weekly
through the services of their free food vans, as well as distributing free food at non-profit community events,
but has become better known to the wider community in recent times through their generous response to those
suffering from the impacts of bushfires and the COVID-19 pandemic.
When the first lockdown shuttered the food vans in March, the organisation saw the need to do more for the
community.
Without any hesitation, they started tirelessly preparing and delivering free meals every night in the
municipalities of Casey, Frankston and Dandenong—direct to the doorsteps of those in need.
These unprecedented times have asked a lot of us, and the Sikh volunteers have met the challenge with an
energy and commitment to the welfare of others that must be recognised.
As of 21 July, the group has delivered more than 79 000 free meals—an average of 850 meals being delivered
every night—a truly incredible act of selfless service.
I recently had the opportunity to visit them in Devon Meadows and witness firsthand what they are able to do
with the resources they have. They have been humbled by the kind donations of food and I was able to donate
some reusable masks for use by their volunteers to wear while producing the meals that so many in our
community have come to depend upon and that are making such a difference in so many people’s lives.
To the entire Sikh Volunteer Australia team, I say thank you for all the incredible work you have done and
undoubtedly will continue to do and for all those lives that you have positively impacted.

CHELTENHAM AND MENTONE LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan)
A credit to the round-the-clock work of 1700 Victorian workers that trains were able to be put back on the
Frankston line a week earlier than scheduled, and the new Mentone station opened two weeks ahead of
schedule—all part of our Victorian government’s major construction blitz to remove three dangerous and
congested level crossings and build two new stations.
The team of more than 1700 workers poured 15 000 cubic metres of concrete, installed almost 7000 tonnes
of steel reinforcing, and laid 25 000 tonnes of ballast.
During the two-month construction blitz, more than 200 000 cubic metres of soil was excavated from the
2.1 kilometres of rail trenches which lower the Frankston line under Park and Charman roads in Cheltenham,
and Balcombe Road in Mentone.
Strict safety measures have been implemented through the pandemic, supporting local jobs and businesses
and working while roads and the public transport network have been quieter with Victorians staying at home.
Cheltenham station is on schedule to open mid-August, with finishing touches on the stations, landscaping
and the 3.5-kilometre walking and cycling path between Cheltenham and Mentone to continue on a schedule
modified as required to comply with chief health officer directions.
Victoria’s Big Build sites have already had their workforce numbers significantly reduced to support the
safety protocols put in place by the chief health officer. The Major Transport Infrastructure Authority is
continuing to look at ways to further reduce the number of staff while allowing essential works to continue
safely.
Locals have already seen an improvement in local traffic with the three roads reopening without boom gates
in mid-June. Previously, the boom gates at Cheltenham and Mentone could be down for up to 49 minutes of
the morning peak, causing delays and frustration for the 38 000 vehicles that cross the tracks each day.
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I am so pleased that the new modern stations are 5-star Green Star design rated and include solar panels, water
saving and rainwater collection, and will significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Further along the Frankston line, works are ramping up on the removal of five more level crossings and three
new stations, at Edithvale, Chelsea, and Bonbeach, with major works to lower the rail line into a trench starting
next year.
Works at Cheltenham and Mentone are part of the Victorian government’s massive $3 billion investment on
the Frankston line, which includes removing 18 level crossings and building 12 new stations.
The Cheltenham and Mentone project means a total of 38 dangerous and congested level crossings are gone
for good—more than halfway to the government’s commitment of 75 crossings removed by 2025.

GRAY COURT PRE-SCHOOL
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise today to speak about how Victoria is making record investment in early learning buildings, including
within the Eastern Metropolitan Region.
July was an exciting time for the children at Gray Court Pre-school in Mooroolbark who explored their new
habitat discovery play area. The multisensory play space incorporates therapeutic design principles and has
been created for children to learn and to be challenged. The children found a creek, a bridge into a discovery
forest, community circle and an all-abilities ramp.
It is extremely important that we continue to incorporate infrastructure that allows children of all abilities to
be able to grow and enjoy themselves at preschool.
I would also like to acknowledge the dedication of the team at Gray Court Pre-school for their dedication to
the project, as well as Urban Discovery for their innovative design of the play space.
Projects like this are helping to keep our local architects, builders and landscape designers busy during these
challenging times.

MANNINGHAM INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY HOUSING
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise today to speak about the outstanding contribution of Manningham Inclusive Community Housing Inc.,
also known as MICH, to the Eastern Metropolitan Region in preventing homelessness and providing
accommodation options for people with intellectual disability.
MICH was established in 2012 by parents and community members in Manningham concerned at the lack of
accessible and affordable accommodation options available to people with an intellectual disability.
MICH attempts to assist people aged from 20 to 45 years old with intellectual disabilities who currently live
in Manningham to maintain and build a meaningful life by staying connected to the places and people within
their community. This means having a home of their own and being supported by the community.
Members of MICH often are ageing parents who are taking the responsibility and necessary step of timely
planning for a good life for their children when they are no longer able to provide for them.
I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work of MICH in providing accommodation and support for
people with intellectual disabilities to live independent lives within their local community.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan)
I rise to speak about the lighting upgrades that are taking place at Richard Silcok sportsground in Croydon
and Rieschiecks Reserve in East Doncaster. These projects have been funded through the $30 million
Victorian government’s Local Sports Infrastructure Fund.
The upgrades will allow for up to an additional 30 hours a week of practice and training time for local sporting
clubs after the pandemic. These clubs include the Croydon Ranges Football Club and Doncaster Athletic
Club.
This is a great example of how the Victorian government is making sports and recreation more accessible,
welcoming and inclusive for all Victorians after the pandemic.
Noting the pandemic restrictions, this investment also recognises the overwhelming demand for shovel-ready
infrastructure projects across Victoria to give more Victorians employment.
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MORTLAKE P–12 COLLEGE
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education)
I am pleased to update the house on some fantastic support the Andrews Labor government is giving to
Mortlake P–12 College that will set their students and community up for recovery after the COVID pandemic
has passed.
For the first time this year the school is offering a VCAL program, and I’m so excited that they have been
awarded a Lynne Kosky Memorial VCAL Grant. The grant will fund a food van project to renovate a caravan
as a food van that students can take to community events.
I congratulate the Mortlake College staff for this creative project that will engage students and enable them to
transition to the workforce with great work-related skills. I’m sure the students will learn a lot from taking the
project through from start to finish, and future students will also use the van to serve the community at local
events.
I also update the house on progress on the Mortlake College upgrade. We’re investing $1.176 million to
deliver a new building with classrooms, accessible toilet and links to other parts of the school. Ausco was
recently appointed as the architect.
The Mortlake College upgrade is a great example of the practical local projects that the Andrews government
is funding .We are making sure that after the COVID-19 shutdown, not only will there be jobs for people to
build projects like this upgrade, but future generations will reap the reward of fantastic infrastructure like the
new classrooms, upgraded roads and improved community assets that we are building to get Victoria working.

Adjournment
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (14:48): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

MELBOURNE MEDICALLY SUPERVISED INJECTING FACILITY
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (14:49): My adjournment matter is to the Minister for
Mental Health. It concerns the proposed drug injecting room near the Queen Victoria Market. On
Friday, 5 June 2020, the Andrews Labor government announced they would build a drug injecting
room at the Cohealth facility on Victoria Street in Melbourne. To open Labor’s second drug injecting
centre beside one of Melbourne’s largest tourist attractions, our Queen Victoria Market, is a slap in
the face to the market traders, the many small businesses and the local residents of inner Melbourne.
I have collected a petition with many hundreds of signatures calling for the reversal of this decision,
and I will table that petition when we next sit. I have also received petitions from three other sources,
and I thank them all. The Swanston Central apartments collected over 360 signatures, Lighthouse
Apartments collected 31 signatures and Zen Apartments have 394 signatures, all wanting this
government to reverse its decision on putting a drug injecting room near the Queen Victoria Market.
And on 21 July the City of Melbourne passed a motion against this injecting room at the Cohealth
facility. My call for action is that the minister respect the local residents, the council, the market traders
and the shoppers and rule out this location near the Queen Victoria Market.
VICTORIAN BUSHFIRE APPEAL
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:50): My adjournment debate matter is for the
attention of the Premier. At the start of this year we saw bushfires rage across the country and take so
much from so many. Many lost livestock, cars, homes and even loved ones. Unfortunately these
devastating fires only marked the beginning of the ongoing struggle these victims would face in the
path to rebuilding their livelihoods and communities. The Victorian Bushfire Appeal has been one of
the largest of these funds, operated by the Victorian government. The appeal states, and I quote:
100 per cent of donated funds will go directly to communities in need.
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However, with the emergence of COVID-19 it seems that the spotlight has shifted away from the fires
and these funds. I have been contacted by a concerned constituent who raises a very good point: where
are those funds now? My colleague Mr Quilty has also been concerned by the status of these funds
and in the recent months has requested similar information. We were informed that as of 20 June over
$34 million had been raised and that the advisory panel had recommended $16 million worth of
allocations from the appeal. We were further informed that expenditure of the appeal funds is overseen
by an independent advisory panel which meets regularly to consider allocations of funding from the
appeal. My concern is that while $16 million has been allocated, that only accounts for just under half
of the raised funds. My request to the Premier is to make improvements to the financial transparency
of these funds, preferably with regular and detailed financial reporting.
BELMORE ROAD, BALWYN, PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:52): My adjournment is for the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety in the other place. I have had representations from local shop owners in Balwyn East about the
dangerous nature of the shopping strip on Belmore Road. The strip has a history of near misses and
crashes during business hours. As recently as March a driver crashed into a jewellery shop on the strip.
Miraculously, no-one was hurt. Local shop owners have been advocating for bollards to protect
pedestrians and also buildings, but thus far they have not had support. Just up the road at the Greythorn
shopping strip they have had bollards installed. So the action that I seek is for the minister to work
alongside Boroondara council to install bollards and ensure the safety of pedestrians on this major
thoroughfare.
FLEMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (14:52): My adjournment matter is for the minister—who
knows who that is at the moment? The action that I seek is for the minister to ensure support is provided
to Moonee Valley council for the redevelopment of the Flemington community hub and the
reinvigoration of Debneys Park so the Flemington community have a centre that they can find useful
and can be proud of.
On 4 July 2020 the Premier announced nine public housing towers, housing 3000 people and located
in Flemington and North Melbourne, would be under complete lockdown due to the outbreak of
COVID-19. The sudden lockdown evoked mixed responses from residents, with some feeling like
they were being disproportionately and unfairly targeted while others welcomed this safety measure.
The lockdown also highlighted the lack of facilities and the vulnerability of a number of people living
in towers to the wider community. The Flemington Community Centre neighbours the Flemington
housing estate, and while it usually hosts around 2000 people per week, activities at the centre have
been halted due to the global pandemic. The buildings, however, recently served as an emergency
relief centre. The Flemington Community Centre celebrated its 60th birthday this year, but there is not
much cause for celebration as unfortunately the building is at the end of its useful life. The wide range
of programs, resources and opportunities to connect offered to the community have been invaluable
and truly deserve a building that reflects that. The many services include the highly successful
Flemington Works employment program. The Flemington Community Centre also offers essential
computer and internet access. While access to these services is restricted due to COVID, council has
asked the state government to supply wi-fi to the residents of the housing estate.
On a visit there last year I witnessed the great work of the community in providing for the residents of
the Flemington housing estate and the community in the surrounding areas. I support the Flemington
Community Centre, and I hope the government will do the same by providing the much-needed money
to rebuild the Flemington Community Centre, which serves a vital role for all of the residents in the
walk-up Flemington flats.
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SUNBURY GREEN WEDGE
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14:55): I wish to raise an adjournment matter this afternoon for
the attention of the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I have been a resident of
or certainly involved in the local Sunbury and Bulla communities for many decades, and over the years
I have seen that space of land between Bulla and Sunbury change significantly. It used to be a green
wedge, we were told. It was a sacred place for the environment, if you listened to the greenies around
the place, and nobody—nobody—could touch that. I think it was just prior to the 2002 election that I
got into terrible trouble for suggesting that we might like to have 5-hectare blocks with homes and
caveats on them that they be fully greened so that the green wedge—which in fact was a brown wedge
back in those days—would actually be a green wedge. But the greenies were not at all happy about that.
What we have seen of recent times is truly horrifying. The Sunbury tip we are now calling out our way
‘Mount D’Ambrosio’, because it is a growing tip that has come from nowhere. It is now many, many
metres high, and we understand that if the owners get their way it will be even higher. That is an
appalling possibility, apart from the fact that I have to tell you it stinks to high heaven. As somebody
who drives past it almost every day, it just is a revolting stench that often wafts its way into the Bulla
township.
We have got that, and then of course down the way we have Hi-Quality, which has put in an
application to dump toxic soil—carcinogenic toxic soil—from the West Gate Tunnel Project. So just
200 metres from a new residential housing development and just up the road from Goonawarra and
another new housing development across the road from there, here we have people wanting to dump
what is a very, very poisonous, a very, very carcinogenic, a very, very dangerous substance on Sunbury
Road. Obviously that has dangers for everybody in Sunbury and also for the people in Bulla. So that
piece of land or that area that I spoke of between Sunbury and Bulla is no longer the beauty piece that
the greenies would have liked it to have been some time ago. The decision is pending on a number of
these developments, and I am asking the minister to defer any decision on environment-impacting
developments around Sunbury and Bulla until after this state of disaster concludes.
PRIVATE SECURITY INDUSTRY REVIEW
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (14:58): My adjournment debate matter is for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, and the action I seek is for the licensing and regulation division, LRD,
to be included in the security industry inquiry. Tim Sell is a rogue. Although just one of many operating
in the security industry, he may well be the person with the distinction of having the most disqualifying
offences but who still somehow enjoys a security licence. For those unacquainted, under the Private
Security Act 2004 a person may not hold a security licence if they have been found guilty of a variety
of crimes, including assault, offences involving firearms and other crimes that mark the person as a
clear coercive risk. Tim Sell’s rap sheet and the examples of disqualifying offences in the act might as
well be the same list.
But it gets better: Tim Sell was appointed to Lisa Neville’s Victorian Security Industry Advisory
Council, the council that advises her on industry issues, regulation and policy. The fox is not just in
the henhouse; it was invited to help run it. The question we would all surely like answered is why the
minister thought he would be a good source of advice. One cannot help but wonder whether advice
from people like Tim Sell is the reason why the industry is so inconsistently and poorly regulated or
the reason why this government will not permit the regulation of the industry to be part of the security
industry inquiry.
By now everyone in the state is aware that shoddy security work has resulted in a massive and costly
outbreak of coronavirus in Melbourne. We now know that the security operator was not even
accredited to operate as a security business for at least some of the period when they were operating
the government hotel quarantines. LRD has said that they were operating under a temporary licence
at the time, after submitting an application to renew the licence. Curiously the date that LRD claims
to have received the application is after the date the licence lapsed. And if I understand the act correctly,
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Victoria Police only has the power to grant a temporary licence if the application is received before
the licence lapses. To be clear, I am suggesting that LRD has acted illegally in a manner that
contributed to the current coronavirus outbreak. I cannot help but wonder if all of these irregularities
that seem to be stacking up warrant further investigation by IBAC.
When the government decided to parachute Unified Security into the lucrative work despite the
company not being a short-listed provider, I wonder if someone in the government who was benefiting
from the work being given to such a friendly company thought to check if they were onboarding any
risks. I wonder what pressure might have been placed on the LRD by the Andrews government to
avoid looking too closely at Unified Security. I wonder how the minister’s office might have been
involved. As always with corruption, it has been for the benefit of the few and the cost to the many.
Victoria is back under lockdown, infections are advancing at a pace and deaths have begun to occur.
There is blood on someone’s hands. I call on the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to ensure
that the regulator of the security industry is subject to an inquiry. But it seems doubtful that is going
to happen now that we are starting to get some hints about who has left fingerprints around the crime
scene.
COVID-19
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:01): I raise a matter for the attention of the Premier.
Premier, you continue to ignore the pleas of disappointed and suffering Mornington Peninsula
businesses and local community members to be treated equally and fairly as a regional area in relation
to the COVID-19 restrictions, comparable to the similar community of Greater Geelong directly across
the other side of Port Phillip Bay. Further, you have arrogantly failed to answer my and other urgent
recent representations to you on this important matter that is seriously affecting the economic and
social viability of the peninsula.
Many constituent Mornington Peninsula business operators and community members have contacted
me since your shock announcement that the peninsula would be included in Melbourne’s lockdown
despite at that time having zero active COVID cases. With such disparity in the current—as at
3 August—actual number of active COVID cases between the peninsula at 18 and Greater Geelong
at 106, the peninsula community does not understand why it is now being caught up in metropolitan
Melbourne’s stage 4 lockdown while Greater Geelong and other areas with more COVID cases remain
at stage 3. The consequences of your decisions are impacting greatly not only on the community at
large but no more acutely than on the many hundreds of small family businesses across the peninsula,
particularly those in the hard-hit hospitality and tourism sectors. The enormous impact and social
impact of the government’s decisions on the peninsula community will be profound and felt for years.
It is worth highlighting again that the peninsula is located at a greater distance from Melbourne than
Geelong. The peninsula’s rural village of Flinders is located 84 kilometres from Melbourne and yet is
classified as part of metropolitan Melbourne by the Andrews Labor government. The Mornington
Peninsula’s current plight reinforces the competitive disadvantage of the peninsula’s classification as
a metropolitan not a regional local government area. This is particularly true for the thousands of small
businesses across the peninsula focused on tourism, hospitality and agribusiness. The future of the
peninsula, like much of Victoria, is currently teetering on a knife’s edge.
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council commissioned research before the current lockdown was
announced that predicted gross regional product would fall by an alarming 21 per cent. Premier, the
action I seek is: will you facilitate an urgent review by the chief health officer of the Mornington
Peninsula’s inclusion in Melbourne’s lockdown and, in the longer term, once this crisis has passed,
consider again reclassifying the Mornington Peninsula as part of regional Victoria not metropolitan
Melbourne?
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COVID-19
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:04): My matter is for the attention of the
Premier. Yesterday the government announced extraordinary restrictions which will shut down vast
swathes of Victorian businesses and industry. As a consequence of those restrictions, jobs will be lost
and businesses will close, many to never reopen again. Inevitably lives will also be lost as the financial
pressure on business owners becomes too much. The so-called support payment of $5000 to help
businesses over a six-week shutdown is an offensive joke which demonstrates the government has no
idea of the cost of running businesses.
The government released a list based on the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial
Classification of which industries needed to close, which industries could remain open and which
industries could remain open with specific restrictions. Now, there are a huge number of anomalies on
that list. For example, domestic appliance manufacturing is prohibited but computer and electronic
manufacturing is permitted. That is just one example of a whole list of anomalies in the document
released yesterday. A leaked cabinet draft of that list included an exemption for businesses that, quote:
a.

would, if not exempted, otherwise permanently close and create a major supply chain gap in the State’s
industrial capability that would unlikely to be filled after a return to normal conditions.

b.

are critical to global supply chains in the local and international manufacture of essential products
overseas, such as medical equipment and supplies.

In the published list of industries and exemptions, that exemption was not included.
Frankly, the government has demonstrated it cannot manage something as simple as hotel quarantine,
so there is no reason for Victorians to have any confidence that this government understands the
complexity of supply chains in our economy and can make decisions as to which industries can close
and which industries can remain open. I call on the Premier to put in place a blanket exemption—not
one that requires chief health officer tick-off or bureaucrat tick-off but a blanket exemption—that
allows for businesses that are critical to the supply chain in the Victorian economy to remain open and
ensure that they are not destroyed by government incompetence, as we have seen so much over the
last six months.
Following matters incorporated pursuant to order of Council earlier this day:
COVID-19
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Premier and relates to regional coronavirus restrictions.
Throughout this pandemic regional Victorians have worked hard and made sacrifices to stop the spread of
coronavirus, to save lives and to protect the future of our communities.
There are grave concerns for the survival of many businesses as they struggle to survive this second round of
shutdowns. Many of our small businesses will be forced to shut their doors. Unemployment is spiralling.
Unemployment figures for Latrobe, Gippsland, are the worst in regional Victoria, a heartbreaking fact.
Our gift shops and retail stores, our cafes, restaurants and pubs in country towns that have not recorded a
single case of coronavirus now face six weeks of shutdowns.
Throughout this pandemic, Premier, you regularly inform us that every decision is ‘based on the data’.
You have implemented special rules for Geelong and Surf Coast, again ‘based on data’.
But while Melbourne and Mitchell Shire have been singled out—based on the data—a blanket shutdown is
now being imposed for regional Victoria.
Many rural and regional local government areas have zero or close to zero active coronavirus cases. For
example, Wellington shire is yet to record a single case. Today 15 country LGAs are without one single case,
with a further 12 having only one case.
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Using the DHHS data, work can be done to enable restrictions to be implemented to best fit regional LGAs
with low to no cases. This decision can be made before LGAs are plunged into severe restrictions and more
people are put out of work and small businesses close.
Premier, as a matter of urgency, the action I seek is for you to review postcode level data to put restrictions in
place where they are needed most, while ensuring areas that haven’t recorded positive cases can survive.

VICROADS LICENCE TESTING
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Hon. Ben Carroll, and
concerns driver education programs.
Victoria’s road toll is worryingly high. To date, this year alone we have lost 129 lives on Victorian roads,
meaning that governments at all levels should consider what steps can be taken to reverse the number of lives
lost prematurely on Victorian roads.
Currently VicRoads has extremely long waiting times for learner permit tests, hazard perception tests and
drivers licence tests that are negatively impacting teens, parents, employers and the economy along with
increasing the health risks as a direct result of unnecessary exposure to COVID-19 risks.
It must be noted that there was a delay of up to three months for learner permit testing and up to six weeks for
drivers licence tests prior to COVID-19, for which this simple solution would have already had a positive
outcome. And in many cases, Parents are forced to take up to a day off work for each 18-year-old to drive
them to VicRoads for an online computer-based hazard perception test. This seems somewhat archaic for a
country which prides itself on ‘digital transformation’ and ‘innovation’.
As one driving instructor explained to me, in regard to driving, simple solutions are often the best.
One way we could see more tests taken in Victoria is to transfer all online computer-based tests to high school
libraries, clearing the backlog within weeks across Victoria. This is convenient as proof of ID and birth
certificates are already on hand at schools. This could then apply directly across to learner permit and hazard
perception tests, managed by library teachers and school computer networks linked to edu.gov.au.
This is not a transformative or new concept, indeed ‘Wait Awhile’ Western Australia has managed a similar
scheme for years. It raises good questions about why driving education is not managed by the actual education
department?
In addition to this, these changes could pay a significant ‘efficiency dividend’ such as ongoing savings to
VicRoads and by parents and employers.
Given this, the action that I seek is for the minister to publish modelling about the benefits of allowing hazard
perception tests to take place within Victorian schools.

SHEPPARTON RAIL LINE
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure and concerns the future of the
Shepparton line upgrade project.
Action: The action that I seek from the minister is a funding commitment for stage 3 of the Shepparton line
upgrade project and for her to provide a timeline for the completion date of stage 3 of the project.
Talking Points:
•

Members in this place will know of my continued advocacy for improved rail connectivity for
passengers travelling between Shepparton and Melbourne.

•

Since the 2014 state election, the minister and the member for Shepparton have long promised to
deliver nine return rail services per day.

•

Ms Sheed and the minister have continuously misled our community by saying the investment of
$356 million will deliver nine daily return services between Shepparton and Melbourne by
2021–22.

•

But the government’s Regional Rail Revival website tells a different story. It states that stage 2 of
the Shepparton line upgrade, which will not deliver the nine services, will not be completed until
late 2022.
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A leaked copy of the business case for this project also tells a different story because it reveals that
the nine return services cannot be delivered until the government commit an additional
$282.5 million to fill the funding black hole in the project, a fact the minister continues to ignore.

Issues:
•

The simple reality is there is not and never has been enough funding from the Andrews Labor
government to deliver the nine daily return services between Shepparton and Melbourne that my
community deserves.

•

The Greater Shepparton City Council has recently written to the minister seeking a funding
commitment for stage 3 of the project as well as a projected completion date.

•

In the correspondence, the council further seeks from the minister an undertaking to progress a
designated northern rail plan and also reiterates the importance of the construction of a designated
rail tunnel as part of the airport rail link.

•

Such initiatives provide the best opportunity for the people of the Greater Shepparton region to
enjoy improved and more frequent passenger rail services between Shepparton and Melbourne.

•

Greater Shepparton City Council knows this, the local community knows this and even the minister
knows this. It is time she stopped her trickery and committed the funding that will actually deliver
the nine daily return rail services she has promised.

Action: The action that I seek from the minister is a funding commitment for stage 3 of the Shepparton line
upgrade project and for her to provide a timeline for the completion date of stage 3 of the project.

FIRE SERVICES
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria)
My matter is for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
The action I seek is that she participate, with me, in an online meeting with CFA volunteers from my
electorate.
I request this because volunteers continue to express to me their considerable frustration and disenchantment
with the implementation of Victoria’s fire services restructure.
I take the minister’s point, from 27 July in the Wangaratta Chronicle, that volunteers at integrated stations
were invited to engagement workshops on the restructure early this year.
However, those workshops were held just after volunteers had been fighting terrible, exhausting fires for days
and weeks, and they were ultimately attended by only a mere fraction of the state’s volunteer firefighters.
Indeed, I continue to be inundated with feedback from volunteers who say, in a contrary way to the minister,
there has, for a long time, been neither adequate consultation nor any genuine recognition of volunteers’
views.
It’s impossible in a speech as time-restricted as this to adequately do justice to all of the current concerns.
Nevertheless, many of them mirror problems associated with the restructure about which I have already
spoken a number of times in this house. So, for now, I will run through only a few of the more commonly
cited problems that are continuing to emerge.
Firstly, there’s the apparently significant reduction in the CFA’s ability to make financial decisions to meet
its brigades’ needs and interests. This has also seemingly extended into many difficulties over various
proposed agreements, including tenancy agreements, with the new body, Fire Rescue Victoria.
I am told the CFA is also being denied the ability to choose seconded staff and that people transferring to
FRV are taking with them existing assets like vehicles, laptops and mobile phones—which effectively strips
the CFA of ownership of that property. Similarly, the names of commemorative CFA members are,
appallingly, being removed from trucks while those of career firefighters are staying.
In turn, volunteers say there is an ongoing lack of detail about:
•

the government’s promises of new appliances and fire stations;

•

changes to the arrangements relating to personal protective clothing and respiratory protection;

•

reduced access to leadership, mentoring, training courses and content; and

•

an overhaul of the previously used and widely embraced peer support and welfare programs.

The fundamental point here is that many CFA volunteers are feeling increasingly undervalued, unappreciated
and disillusioned. They also believe that Victoria’s until-now longstanding volunteer firefighting model and
ethos is in danger of collapse.
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This is a collapse that can now probably only be averted through a very substantial expansion of consultation
and goodwill between the government and volunteers.
I therefore plead with Ms Neville to use the online meeting I am proposing to explain, firsthand, how she
believes the restructure will genuinely benefit everyone—rather than completely remake Victoria’s fire
services to the significant and ongoing detriment of volunteer firefighters in particular.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION PROJECTS
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and concerns the
anger felt by many residents of Moorabool shire about the state government’s failure to engage with them on
two threats to their quality of life.
The first is the bid by the Maddingley Brown Coal site in Bacchus Marsh to accept contaminated soil from
the West Gate Tunnel Project. The scale of the proposed dumping and its proximity to residential property
and schools is the cause of huge alarm, as is the threat to local watercourses and the vast and prized agricultural
production they support. Constant heavy truck traffic would destroy the quality of life of this small town, and
the health consequences of PFAS contaminated soil dumped so close to human habitation are not adequately
understood.
You only have to visit beautiful Bacchus Marsh to see the beautiful Avenue of Honour, which would be
degraded by incessant truck movements; to note the fertile agricultural land which surrounds the site; to
appreciate the proximity to houses; and to understand the hilly nature of the MBC site, which makes run-off
impossible to control.
Residents feel ignored by a government hell-bent on ramming this project through in a desperate bid to stop
their flagship infrastructure project sinking beneath waves of mismanagement and incompetence. Decisions
have been centralised, information withheld. Even Moorabool Shire Council have been kept in the dark.
The complete unsuitability of the site does not seem to matter, as long as it can be readied fast enough. Even
the law of the land is altered to speed the project. The minister’s recent statutory rule, made at a time when
Parliament was not sitting, makes the dumping of tunnel-bored soil quicker and cheaper, removes the need
for public consultation on disposal sites and precludes legal action against their approval.
The second issue affects not just Moorabool, but communities all the way across to Ararat. The Western
Victoria Transmission Network Project will see overhead powerlines scar 190 kilometres of our landscape,
destroying historic family farms, ruining livelihoods, despoiling the environment and increasing fire risk.
Necessary because this government has failed to match its commitment to renewable energy with honesty
about the transmission network it requires, this rushed proposal is a desperate attempt to remedy a failure in
forward planning which shames the state.
Good government needs honest government, but in these cases no sincere attempt has even been made to
explain to communities why they must suffer this infrastructure for the greater good.
The minister has failed to reply to my most recent letters on either subject, so the action I seek here is her
agreement to accompany me on a visit to those affected by both projects. She should see with her own eyes
the impact they will have, and, if she still so believes, explain to those affected why there is no alternative.

INDIGENOUS ARTEFACTS
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria)
My adjournment matter seeks an action from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs relating to the return and
keeping of First Nations artefacts to Boort in Western Victoria.
Early in my first few months as a member, I met with environmentalist and historian Paul Haw, a whitefella
who has been entrusted by the Dja Dja Wurrung as honorary caretaker of historic Indigenous artefacts, an
honour that I don’t know has been bestowed upon anyone else. At his own expense, he has built a safe and
secure temporary keeping place close to the shores of Lake Boort. I was honoured to attend the opening many
months after our first meeting. Boort is home to the single largest population of scarred trees known, and other
sacred sites such as cooking and burial mounds—a true area of enormous cultural significance.
There I met Gary Murray, an elder, who told me of the travesty that has befallen some of their sacred artefacts,
in particular a set of ‘barks’. Just like the so-called ‘Elgin Marbles’, these barks were stolen from country and
are on display in the British Museum, along with the remains of ancestors. There has been much discussion
between the two parties, and a cynical offer of sending some replicas back was naturally rejected. Instead
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where we now sit is that the museum will only consider returning the stolen artefacts provided a ‘proper’
place is built to house them.
When I recently spoke with Jida Gulpilil, he told me such a place was and is on the mind of the Dja Dja
Wurrung, and agreement between different RAPs have even put a costing that they would contribute to,
but it must be a proper building, with all the right internal and external environmental protections that
would not only be a true keeping place, but a place of education for all communities. Built on the shores
of Lake Boort.
Will the minister meet with Gary Murray, Jida Gulpilil, Paul Haw and me to work through what is required
to fund this permanent keeping place and to return not just the barks but the remains of ancestors and other
stolen property to all areas of Victoria and all descendants?

INNER NORTH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, and the action I seek is for the minister
to meet with the Inner North Community Foundation to discuss the open space activation fund.
President, when times are tough, communities in the north come together.
The Inner North Community Foundation is an independent charity and grant maker for Melbourne’s north,
covering the communities of Yarra, Darebin and Moreland, and I have mentioned them numerous times in
this place.
Their fantastic work in funnelling large sums of philanthropic money into meaningful community projects is
inspirational during normal times. However, during COVID, it has been simply astounding.
INCF raised $460 000 in two months, giving 50 rapid response grants and $260 000 worth of small grants to
local charities and community groups, bolstering the community’s response to the COVID crisis.
Executive officer Ben Rodgers is passionate about everything that makes these communities thrive and has
been trying for a number of months to pitch the idea of a Bell to Moreland open space activation fund to the
Level Crossing Removal Authority, so far without success.
As we have seen from other level crossing removal projects, the raising of the Upfield line will connect our
communities, creating a new space that parks, walking and cycling paths, playgrounds and other shared spaces
will fill.
INCF wants to spend money where it will have impact, and I can think of no greater impact than to have local
charities and community groups playing an active role in transforming this corridor and filling it with
meaningful and community-minded spaces that they know will be used and loved.
If the community get buy-in, they are more likely to feel a sense of ownership and contribute towards the
maintenance of these areas, potentially reducing some of the financial burden on councils and government
organisations like VicTrack.
After reaching out to the Level Crossing Removal Authority repeatedly since late last year, their lack of
response may have given Mr Rodgers some sympathy for Icy Pole salesmen in Antarctica. For some reason,
he can’t seem to get a simple yes or no out of anyone.
I implore the minister to seriously consider the benefits of such a fund in not just the creation of some of these
spaces but in the long-term use and maintenance of them.
The action I seek is for the minister to meet with the Inner North Community Foundation to discuss the
possibilities of an open space activation fund for the Bell to Moreland rail corridor and to seriously consider
the proposal.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan)
My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for the Coordination
of Transport: COVID-19 and Minister for the Suburban Rail Loop, the Honourable Jacinta Allan, MP.
Major road and rail upgrades in Melbourne’s west are powering ahead, as construction starts on a new road
bridge to remove a dangerous and congested level crossing in Werribee.
Due for completion in 2022, the project will slash travel times for drivers and build better, safer connections
for pedestrians and cyclists. The area will also benefit from a new pedestrian underpass, landscaping and a
shared-use path on the south side of the rail line.
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The project will be delivered by an alliance of McConnell Dowell, Arup, Mott MacDonald and Metro Trains
Melbourne, which has already removed three level crossings across Melbourne and is also currently building
a new stabling yard at Wyndham Vale.
In another boost for commuters, a gravel area will be transformed to accommodate 130 new car parking
spaces, with improved safety features like better lighting and CCTV, thanks to the Andrews Labor
government’s Car Parks for Commuters Fund.
Werribee is also set to lose two more dangerous and congested level crossings, with the Old Geelong Road
and Werribee Street crossings to be removed by 2022.
Meanwhile, work is progressing on the $1.8 billion western roads upgrade, set for completion in 2021,
improving traffic flow across vital roads in Melbourne’s growing western suburbs to complement the rail
works.
Early work has begun on the Duncans Road interchange to reduce congestion for the 11 000 drivers that pass
through every day and improve access for people travelling from Geelong and the community in Werribee
South.
Major resurfacing works are also currently underway along sections of Kororoit Creek Road in Altona and
Ferguson Street in Williamstown, with some detours in place as crews lay new asphalt, fix potholes, build
sealed shoulders and paint new line markings.
The residents of the Western Metropolitan Region are looking forward to the completion of these works.
The action I seek from the minister is to provide my office with an update on the progress of work at the other
railway crossings in my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region.

RESPONSES
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans) (15:06): Mr Rich-Phillips, Mr O’Donohue and Mr Limbrick
have addressed matters to the Premier in the adjournment debate, and I will make sure their matters
are passed on to the Premier. Mr Ondarchie’s matter was to the Minister for Mental Health, and I will
make sure that is passed on as well. Mr Limbrick’s, as I said, was to the Premier. Dr Bach’s was to the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, and I will make sure that is passed on to that minister. Mr Finn’s
was to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and I will make sure that is passed
on to that minister.
Mr Quilty’s was a matter for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. While I think that matter
is probably a fair matter to pass on, as Mr Quilty does from time to time he used it as an opportunity
to slander everyone he could, including MPs and ministers. In Mr Quilty’s world everyone is bad and
everyone is evil and everyone is corrupt, which is I think a little bit sad for him, but I will make sure
that matter is passed on.
Dr Cumming had a matter for me as the Minister for Local Government—
Dr Cumming: Yes, I will accept that.
Mr LEANE: Was that where you wanted it to go?
Dr Cumming: Yes.
Mr LEANE: The matter was around the Flemington Community Centre, a matter where—
Dr Cumming interjected.
Mr LEANE: I am happy to follow this up, Dr Cumming. I agree that this community centre did
some fantastic work during the public housing restrictions. I also want to, on that, compliment the City
of Melbourne and City of Moonee Valley councils, which got involved in those lockdowns as well.
They gave great support and great advice. I think it is really important. In fairness to you, Dr Cumming,
the matter that you raised around the support that the local government is looking for for the centre is
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new to me, so I will give you a written response to that adjournment matter. But I will follow that up,
and if I find anything out in the interim, I will pass that on to you.
I have 46 responses to adjournment matters, and they will all be passed on to the relevant MPs.
The PRESIDENT: The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 3.09 pm until Tuesday, 18 August.
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Written adjournment responses
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Tuesday, 4 August 2020
MANSFIELD AUTISM STATEWIDE SERVICES
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14 August 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
The Andrews Labor Government recognises that increasing sport and recreation activities for people with
autism and their families is both important in its own right and also an important enabler of increased social
and economic participation.
For this reason, we continue to support work to expand these activities for people with autism. We have
supported a collaboration between Amaze and Parks Victoria to develop social scripts for some of our most
notable natural attractions, including Wilson’s Promontory. Importantly, this work complements other work
we are doing to make some of our premier holiday destinations accessible for all, such as forest therapy
programs for people with intellectual disability.
We have continued to support the transfer of the successful AFL Auskick model for children with autism for
other sports such as swimming, golf, and recreational cycling. Many of these activities are opportunities to
explore and connect with the outdoors and Victoria’s natural environment.
Furthermore, in December 2017, the Government launched the Victorian Autism Plan. This 5-year plan will
provide autistic Victorians with greater opportunities for choice and community participation, backed by
$7.1 million in funding.
We also continue to support the exemplary work of Mansfield Autism Statewide Services. I am advised this
financial year we are providing a total of $768,449 to Mansfield for residential care services. As a registered
NDIS provider, Mansfield will continue to play an important role in delivering services to Victorians with
autism as we move to full operation of the scheme.
I thank the member for Western Metropolitan for his work on the Parliamentary Inquiry and his ongoing
advocacy for Victorians with autism and their families.

RECWEST FOOTSCRAY
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (17 October 2019)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government acknowledges the City of Maribyrnong’s work underway to develop a West
Footscray Community Facilities Plan and looks forward to receiving a completed report.
I encourage the City of Maribyrnong to work with relevant departments and through the Metropolitan
Partnership to identify the support required to realise the Plan, including for the redevelopment of RecWest
Footscray.
The Victorian Government is committed to providing local communities with the facilities they need so more
Victorians can play the sports they love. To boost participation and make local sports more accessible, the
2019/20 Victorian Budget included $175 million in Local Sports Grants for new and improved community
sports infrastructure.
The Victorian Government has also introduced a signature scheme that helps councils invest in the long-term
needs of their communities by cutting the cost of borrowing. The $100 million Community Sports
Infrastructure Loans Scheme can provide councils access to low interest finance, making significant
community infrastructure projects more financially feasible.
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RECREATIONAL FISHING BLACK MARKET
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (13 November 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Government knows that Victorian businesses within the commercial fishing and aquaculture sector work
hard every day to supply domestic and international markets with high quality product including abalone,
rock lobster, King George whiting and snapper.
The Andrews Labor Government continues to support a vibrant seafood sector in Victoria through a range of
initiatives, whether that be through the Victorian Aquaculture Strategy 2017-2022 to keep the sector
productive and sustainable or by reducing red tape on the industry through the removal of Primesafe fees for
rock lobster and abalone.
More recently, the VFA has partnered with Seafood Industry Victoria on a new project to explore alternate
and innovative approaches to the seafood supply chain as a result of changes due to COVID-19. The VFA
has also carried over uncaught rock lobster, giant crab and abalone quotas to the next season to ease pressure
on the industry.
The great majority of recreational fishers are law abiding citizens and comply with fisheries regulations and
Victorian Fisheries Officers do an excellent job at promoting responsible fishing through ensuring compliance
with fishing regulations.
This Government has little tolerance when it comes to illegal fishing activity. Fishers who sell or attempt to
sell their catch without a commercial license potentially face significant fines, seizure of property associated
with the offending and could receive jail terms.
Members of the public who notice illegal or potentially illegal fishing activity can report this through the
offence reporting hotline, 13 FISH (13 3474).
The Government will continue to grow recreational fishing and support the seafood industry in Victoria.
Thank you for your question on this matter.

HORSERACING
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (14 November 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19):
The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring the Victorian Racing industry treats all horses with care
and respect throughout their life.
Since December 2014, the Government has provided over $7.4 million through the Victorian Racing Industry
Fund to support racing clubs and controlling bodies to improve welfare outcomes for racing animals.
Racing Victoria recently announced a $25 million plan dedicated to the welfare of Victorian thoroughbred
horses with an immediate focus on their wellbeing after racing. The plan includes a state-wide rehoming
network; creation and promotion of career opportunities after racing; creation of a database to register and
track retiring horses; a humane ‘onfarm’ euthanasia program where there is no alternative and support for a
responsible breeding campaign led by Racing Australia.
I am advised that Mr Lovick is a founder of Horse & Human a non-profit organisation dedicated to improving
thoroughbred whole-life welfare. I am further advised that representatives of Horse & Human met with
Racing Victoria in March of this year and I encourage Mr Lovick to continue to engage with Racing Victoria
about future opportunities.
The effective rehoming of thoroughbreds cannot occur without the significant contribution of people like
Mr Lovick, Racing Victoria’s acknowledged retrainers, members of the racing industry and the equestrian
sector.
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SUNRAYSIA AUTISM SPECTRUM SUPPORT GROUP
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (26 November 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
Victoria continues to operate a Disability Self Help Grants Program for organisations such as the Sunraysia
Autism Spectrum Support Group. The program provides grants of up to $5,000 per year for relevant groups
and organisations. I have asked the Department of Health and Human Services to contact the group to advise
them of future funding opportunities through the program.
The Disability Self Help Grants Program is an example of our ongoing financial and policy commitment to
all Victorians with disability, and not just those who will participate directly in the NDIS. We continue to
work closely with the NDIA and the Commonwealth to ensure that our annual investment of $2.5 billion is
delivering maximum benefit for NDIS participants.
I once again thank the member for Western Metropolitan for his ongoing work and advocacy on behalf of all
Victorians with autism and their families.

LATROBE SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL SCHOOL
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (4 March 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
Thank you for your question of 4 March 2020 regarding the Latrobe Special Developmental School.
The Andrews Labor Government has now invested $7.2 billion over the past five years to build new schools
and modernise existing educational facilities across Victoria. This funding includes more than
$1.18 billion in education infrastructure projects—which was recently announced as part of the $2.7 billion
Building Works Package—to create jobs across Victoria.
We are committed to growing educational opportunities for all Victorians. This is why we allocated $6 million
for Stage 1 of the Traralgon Education Regeneration Project, which includes Latrobe Special Development
School and Traralgon College. The first stage of this project is focused on the modernisation of Traralgon
College’s senior campus and the planning of a brand new special developmental school next to Traralgon
College’s junior campus.
I am pleased to confirm that an additional $13.7 million has been allocated to relocate Latrobe Special
Development School to the Liddiard Road Campus. The school will have capacity for 88 enrolments when
complete.
The Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) has undertaken extensive community consultation,
including engagement workshops and an online survey, for the community to share its thoughts on the
direction and development of the school. I can assure you that the VSBA will continue to work in
collaboration with the architect and the school community to ensure that the new Latrobe Special
Development School meets the needs of its students and broader community.
I trust this information is of assistance.

TEACHER SAFETY
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (18 March 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
I am informed as follows:
Ensuring schools are safe places of work and learning for staff and students is the number one priority for the
Andrews Labor Government.
School staff are required to report instances of physical and verbal abuse through the Department’s incident
management reporting system.
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The Andrews Labor Government has invested $51 million in Employee Wellbeing and Operational Policy
Reforms, including the Safety at Work for School Staff initiative, which is supporting schools in strengthening
systems to prevent and manage the health, safety and wellbeing impacts of occupational violence and aggression.

RESIDENTIAL TENANCY REGULATION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18 March 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
On 25 April 2020, the new COVID-19 Legislation Amendment (Emergency Measures) Act 2020 commenced
operation. The Act introduces an eviction moratorium from 29 March 2020, meaning that evictions are only
possible in limited circumstances and increases in rent are not allowed for a six-month period. Consumer
Affairs Victoria (CAV) is assessing rental eviction matters and providing support for tenants and landlords.
Information and tools to help tenants and landlords during the moratorium can be found at
www.consumer.vic.gov.au/resources-and-tools/advice-in-a-disaster/coronavirus-covid19-and-your- rights.

K9TEACH
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18 March 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
I am informed as follows:
School Focussed Youth Service (SFYS) is an early intervention program, aimed at identifying disengaged
students early, and providing them with extra support to help them remain engaged in their education.
Yarrunga Primary School applied for funding through SFYS for North East Support and Action for Youth
(NESAY) to deliver the K9 Teach Therapy Dog initiative during 2018 and 2019. This program was additional
to the existing wellbeing and engagement programs operating in the school. The funding was $44,000 per
year to deliver the program.
Whilst Yarrunga Primary School were very positive about the impact of the initiative, the school made the
decision to conclude the program at the end of the 2019 school year. Yarrunga Primary School felt it important
that other schools have the same kind of opportunity that they have had in relation to SFYS funding so have
not sought further funding from SFYS or an extension of the K9 Teach Therapy dog initiative in 2020.
In 2020, SFYS plans to fund NESAY to deliver the K9 Teach Therapy Dog initiative at Benalla P–12. I trust
this information is of assistance.

MCGRATH FOUNDATION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (23 April 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I thank Ms Bath for her question. As highlighted in the Victorian cancer plan 2016-20, the Victorian
Government is committed to achieving equitable outcomes for all Victorians with cancer and ensuring
Victorians have the best possible experience of cancer treatment and care.
The McGrath Foundation has requested Victorian Government support to renew seven contracts for breast
cancer nurses across regional and outer metropolitan Victoria that expire 30 June 2020. The government
understands the negative impact of the recent bushfires and COVID 19 on philanthropic fundraising efforts
and is pleased to be able to provide this support to the McGrath Foundation for the financial year 2020-21.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION SCHOOLS FUNDING
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to growing educational opportunities for all Victorians. We
have invested more than $7.2 billion over the past five years to build new schools and modernise existing
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educational facilities across Melbourne. We will continue with this record funding and open 100 new schools
over eight years (2019–2026) to meet the increasing demand for student places stemming from Victoria’s
growing population.
As you are aware, we recently announced more than $1.18 billion in education infrastructure projects, as part
of the $2.7 billion Building Works Package, to create space for more than 21,000 extra students in Victoria’s
education system and create more than 1,600 local construction jobs in communities across Victoria.
I am pleased to confirm that as part of the $438.6 million to build new schools and deliver a further four stages
of new school projects to open in 2022, $11.23 million has been allocated towards Dohertys Creek P–9
College to deliver the next stage of its new school. I am advised that the project will include earthworks and
landscaping, two new multi-courts, the construction of two new learning community buildings, the extension
of the college’s existing car park, along with the refurbishment of an existing building to convert general
learning spaces (built to accommodate enrolments for Stage 1) to materials technology rooms. It is expected
that the sod turn for this project will take place in September 2020, with construction due to commence soon
after. According to this timeline, the project should be finalised and ready for students in time for the first day
of Term 1, 2022.
Similarly, $13.06 million has been allocated to Saltwater P–9 College to deliver the next stage of its new
school. I can also confirm that a share of the $438.6 million in funding for new schools will be used to
construct Grasslands Primary School, a new school in the Melton area.
In addition, $130.1 million has been allocated to create additional capacity at nine schools to meet enrolment
growth for the 2022 school year. Avondale Primary School will receive $9.02 million in capital works funding
to increase its capacity by 100 spaces. Likewise, Strathmore North Primary School has been allocated
$6.62 million to upgrade and modernise its facilities. This funding will deliver a combination of permanent
and relocatable facilities to meet demand for 675 enrolments. I can also confirm that Footscray North Primary
School has been allocated $16.13 million in capital works funding to increase capacity by 200 spaces.
As you are aware, Gladstone Park Primary School has been allocated $2.27 million in capital works funding
in addition to the $252,400 received in the 2019–20 State Budget. We are also providing Williamstown High
school $1.23 million in capital works funding, in addition to the $137,000 allocated in the 2019–20 State
Budget, to upgrade its Year 12 study centre and complete its theatre complex.
Needless to say, the Building Works Package will build the projects that matter to Victoria and create the jobs
that matter to Victorians. Regarding Dohertys Creek P–9 College, I would be pleased to visit the college to
see the impact of this funding first hand, when my schedule permits.

HIGH-CAPACITY METRO TRAINS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (2 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Southern Metropolitan Region for his continued interest in the Andrews Labor
Government’s $70 billion transport infrastructure agenda.
As he is aware, the Government is investing $2.3 billion in 65 new High Capacity Metro Trains (HCMT) and
associated infrastructure. We are building the trains right here, employing over 1100 Victorians, including
apprentices and trainees and ex-auto workers.
The trains are built with 60 percent local content for the fleet and 87 percent for the depot.
Local content commitments are monitored, audited and imposed.
The new trains will commence taking passengers on the Cranbourne and Pakenham lines following the
comprehensive testing program. Each train must complete thousands of tests and travel thousands of
kilometres before they are rolled out on the network to ensure they are safe and ready for passenger service.
Testing on the network includes travelling at maximum speeds, integration with signalling equipment, passing
other trains, and moving safely through level crossings. Due to the scale and complexity of the project, the
design and testing phase has taken longer than anticipated.
All 65 trains will be delivered in time for the opening of the Metro Tunnel.
We will see bigger and better trains on our busiest lines, carrying more passengers and delivering a more
comfortable ride.
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This Government supports Victorian industries, unlike the previous Liberal Government who wanted to buy
their trains from South Korea and offshore the jobs that come with it—for the apprentices, the trainees and
the ex-auto workers.

CRAIGIEBURN ROAD DUPLICATION
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Northern Metropolitan Region for his question and for the opportunity to update him
on the Andrews Labor Government’s commitment to delivering the Craigieburn Road Upgrade.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed to delivering the Craigieburn Road Upgrade as part of the
$2.2 billion Suburban Roads Upgrade. Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) will add extra lanes between
Mickleham Road and the Hume Highway, as well as new walking and cycling paths.
MRPV has consulted with the community on the proposed design, undertaken technical investigations, and
obtained planning approvals. Construction on the project is expected to commence in 2021.
Unlike those opposite, this Government understands the need for new infrastructure to support the growing
Craigieburn community, and that’s exactly why we’re rising to the challenge and getting the job done.

MARIBYRNONG TRANSITIONAL HOUSING
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support):
The coronavirus (COVID-19) emergency has required a range of urgent measures, many of which have
significantly changed how we live and work.
The justice system is no different and ensuring people have access to appropriate accommodation when they
leave prison is critical in reducing the risk of them contracting and spreading COVID-19 in the community.
Local residents were informed about the facility by mail and were invited to express interest in participating
in a Community Advisory Group. A website was also created about the facility, with the ability for residents
to subscribe to receive updates about its progress and operations. Residents are encouraged to email
maribyrnong-rf@justice.vic.gov.au with any queries.
The Community Advisory Group has now been formed, and the initial meeting occurred on Thursday 9 July.
The advisory group includes a number of local residents and will provide information to community
members. The Hon. Wade Noonan has agreed to chair the advisory group, the members of which also include
Councillor Sarah Carter, Mayor of the City of Maribyrnong, and Victoria Police local area command.
The Community Advisory Group will meet regularly by videoconference, and all members of the local
community are invited to share any comments or concerns with group members, or via the facility’s website,
to enable them to be addressed.
A range of preventative measures are in place at the facility to manage COVID-19 consistent with the relevant
advice from Department of Health and Human Services.
Professional cleaning staff regularly clean the facility, including all communal areas and frequently touched
surfaces such as door handles and light switches. Personal protective equipment is also available to both staff
and residents as required. There are processes in place to prevent and manage any occurrence of the virus on
site, including facilitating quarantine and isolation.
While it is in operation, potential residents will be subject to a rigorous risk-assessment that includes
consideration of their past offending and recent behaviour, before they are recommended for placement. Only
those people considered appropriate will be allowed to live in the new facility.
As well as having security on site 24/7, police from the Footscray Police Station are ready if any issues arise.
Police will also provide visible patrols in the area, and a member of Victoria Police will be part of the
Community Advisory Group on an ongoing basis, to consider and respond to any concerns that arise.
While residents are accommodated at the facility they will be encouraged to participate in daily activities and
services as part of their continued reintegration and rehabilitation. Individuals who are subject to parole
supervision will work with their parole officer to comply with the conditions of their order. They will also be
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required and supported to seek longer-term housing while in residence at the facility, and to take up offers of
appropriate longer-term accommodation.
Residents at the facility are also provided with a pre and post release transitional support service that is
designed to assist them in securing longer term housing, accessing learning and vocational opportunities,
budgeting and financial support, assistance to attend heath and specialist health services and links to cultural
support.

DROMANA INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Renewable energy is playing a key role in helping us create new jobs in Victoria, while driving down power
prices and reducing our emissions.
Our Government has legislated strong renewable energy targets of 25 per cent by the end of this year and
50 per cent by 2030.
Just five years ago renewables were responsible for less than 10 per cent of total generation. But today we are
seeing wind and solar farms being built across our State and a strong supply chain delivering new jobs in
renewable energy.
I commend the steps being taken by the Dromana Industrial Association to increase the amount of clean
energy in Victoria by powering their businesses with energy from a new, local solar farm. This reflects a
broader movement across our state, with solar generation increasing by 65 per cent between 2018 and 2019.
This project is just another clear demonstration of what is possible with leadership, clear targets and new
technologies.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning has been in contact with United Energy and the
solar farm proponent and confirmed that the design process will soon be complete, which will allow this farm
to proceed to construction.

WILD HORSE CONTROL
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Since the Protection of the Alpine National Park—Feral Horse Strategic Action Plan 2018-21 was released
in June 2018, significant changes have occurred to the context of the action plan, requiring reconsideration of
the deployment of ground shooting of free-ranging horses.
Parks Victoria suspended most of its alpine horse management operations over the past 18 months due to a
Federal Court injunction. Since the judgement on 8 May 2020, this limitation was lifted.
There has been very little interest and uptake in feral horse rehoming despite direct approaches by Parks
Victoria to horse organisations and community groups, and repeated print media calls for expressions of
interest from people or organisations to take on rehomed horses. However, Parks Victoria will now resume
its trapping and rehoming of feral horses to the extent that suitable rehoming applicants can be found.
The 2019 Australian Alps aerial feral horse survey results were released in November, finding that horse
numbers in the Victorian section of the Australian Alps had doubled in the five-year period from 2014 to
2019. The survey analysis and results were independently reviewed and validated by the CSIRO and St
Andrews College in Scotland (the global leading authority on animal population estimation methods).
The bushfires over the 2019-20 summer have greatly impacted large areas of the Victorian Alps, resulting in
significant loss of threatened native wildlife and unique habitats.
Following the fires, large numbers of feral horses (up to 80 at a time) have been observed and photographed
on severely grazed treeless plains and congregated in very narrow strips of unburnt habitat along sensitive
high-altitude waterways, where suitable feed for feral horses remained available.
Remaining unburnt areas also provide the only areas of habitat for threatened native species such as alpine
plants, alpine tree frogs, alpine spiny crayfish and native ground mammals, and these areas are being severely
overgrazed and damaged by introduced pest animals such as horses, deer, and pigs.
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Since February 2020, the Victorian Government has undertaken bushfire recovery works which have targeted
feral deer, pigs, goats, foxes and cats, and removed more than 1,400 deer from fire-impacted areas in eastern
Victoria, with 90 per cent of observed target animals cleared from the treated areas.
The Victorian Government has a legal obligation to protect native species that are at risk of extinction from
the impacts of all species of pest animals.
For these reasons there is now an urgent need for Parks Victoria to immediately commence an additional
horse control technique using professional ground shooters to target free-ranging feral horses in high
conservation value sites, particularly in areas impacted by the bushfires in the Alps. Aerial shooting is not
currently being considered for feral horse control in Victorian parks.
The method to be employed is designed to be the most humane and environmentally-sensitive way to remove
small mobs of feral horses in specific locations. These operations have not yet commenced.
To ensure animal welfare, initial operations would be overseen by an expert equine veterinarian.
The total number of feral horses to be removed from the park will not exceed the target number of horses
originally specified in the action plan.

BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19):
Strengthening the interoperability of the radio systems used by fire agencies has been a key focus since 2009,
as identified by the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission.
Since 2009, respective governments have invested towards a single state-wide radio network, including
$42.7 million in the 2009-10 budget, $24.7 million in the 2013-14 budget, and $11.5 million for Victoria
Police in the 2015-16 budget.
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) supplies radios to some interstate brigades and/or carries radios from other
fire services to assist with cross-border communications. There are radio channels available for cross-border
communications at fires and incidents, as well as agreed CFA/NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS)
Communications Plans in place to access both local Incident Management Channels as well as
“Fireground/Simplex” Channels. The CFA and RFS also hold cross-border preparedness meetings and
training prior to each summer fire season and agreed joint Communications Plans are tested each year. This
occurred prior to the 2019-20 summer fire season.
Additionally, Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) maintains interoperability with several crossborder fire and land management agencies including the NSW RFS, National Parks and Wildlife Service and
the South Australian Country Fire Service. This is achieved through the utilisation of the Australasian Interservice Incident Management System (AIIMS), operational policy and procedures, agreed shared
arrangements, and technology and infrastructure that supports coordination of response activities within
defined cross-border zones.
This includes selected FFMVic offices and incident control locations which are fitted with interstate agency
radios to provide access to the command and control operational layer in other jurisdictions. These facilities
can link interstate channels into FFMVic channels providing broad, multiagency coverage into cross-border
areas. This allows joint incident command and control communications.
Coordination and communications are matters being considered by the Inquiry into the 2019-2020 Victorian
fire season by the Victorian Inspector-General for Emergency Management (IGEM) and the Royal
Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements. Recommendations from the IGEM and the Royal
Commission will be carefully considered by the Victorian Government.

COVID-19
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The Victorian Government acknowledges the impact the coronavirus pandemic has had on all Victorians.
This is particularly acute for businesses in regions that were already dealing with the impact of unprecedented
2019-20 Victorian bushfires. The restrictions we have put in place have played a significant role in helping to
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slow the spread of coronavirus. Modelling has shown that without these restrictions we could have seen as
many as 36,000 Victorians lose their lives.
We are very grateful for the cooperation of Victorians in adhering to public health directions. At the moment
it is important that any Victorian that can work from home, must work from home. For those employers who
have employees who can work from home, we're asking that they keep working from home. It's making a
very real contribution to the safety of our state. If it's not possible for your work to be done from home, you
can still go to work.
Public health advice on this matter is very clear; if millions of people are moving around our state, taking
public transport or using the communal kitchen, the risk of further transmissions will increase. That is why
we will ease restrictions in a cautious and considered manner, relying on public health data to help guide our
decisions.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION MANUFACTURING
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations, Minister for the Coordination of Treasury and Finance: COVID-19):
Manufacturing falls under the Industry Support and Recovery portfolio and as such, the question should be
redirected to Minister Pakula.

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (3 June 2020)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
I recognise the excellent know-how in communities across Western Victoria and note the many great
examples research and innovation throughout the region. I would like to highlight in particular the
contribution made by Deakin University and recognise the vital role universities play across Victoria’s
economy as a key driver of innovation and productivity.
The Commonwealth Government has primary responsibility for funding research in Australian universities,
with funding made available through a range of sources.
In addition, on 19 May 2020, the Treasurer and I announced a $350 million Victorian Higher Education State
Investment Fund to support universities with capital works, applied research and research partnerships that
will boost Victoria’s productivity and economy as the State recovers from the impacts of the coronavirus
pandemic.
I would encourage Dr Panow to engage with the Vice-Chancellor of Deakin University regarding his proposal
and the opportunities for financial support.

GRAMPIANS NATIONAL PARK
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
WIM Resource Pty Ltd was a successful tenderer under the Stavely Minerals Exploration Initiative, which is
piloting a new integrated approach to enable mineral exploration in the highly prospective Stavely Arc
(geological province) in western Victoria.
The initiative has so far involved conducting state-of-the-art geoscience investigations, preparing a landscape
inventory, engagement with regional community leaders, extensive community engagement sessions,
developing new tools to assist farmers and other landholders, and a competitive tender process.
This approach offers the potential to generate new business and job opportunities and wider benefits for the
regional community, particularly if exploration leads to the successful discovery of commercial grade copper,
zinc and other base metals or gold.
Minerals exploration in Victoria is strictly governed under the Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development)
Act 1990 to ensure that exploration is conducted in a way that recognises Native Title and landholder rights
and protects the environment, as well as Aboriginal cultural heritage, water, land, and biodiversity.
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Minerals exploration and mining are not allowed in national or state parks. Mining is also not permissible
under an Exploration Licence.
Exploration companies also have a duty to consult local community members and obtain consent to enter
private land.
The licence awarded to WIM Resource Pty Ltd is an Exploration Licence, which entitles the company to
conduct a range of low impact exploration activities, including geological mapping, collection of rock
samples, some limited drilling and a range of other desktop and field-based geophysical and geological
analyses. Further approvals would be required for any higher impact activities.

HOPETOUN P–12 COLLEGE
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (3 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to investing in education and school infrastructure. This has
been demonstrated through the allocation of more than $7.2 billion over the past five years to build, upgrade
and maintain schools across the state. Our ongoing challenge is to responsibly balance and prioritise the needs
of over 1,540 government schools in Victoria, all in varying condition.
As you are aware, and in response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we have now launched the
Building Works Package. This package includes $248 million for regional upgrades and education plans.
That is almost half of our investment in projects addressing school condition, not growth, are in regional
Victoria.
I note that our investment alone in this school building blitz is around the same as the four Coalition
Government budgets combined. In addition, our average annual investment in upgrading regional and rural
schools is more than double that of the former Coalition government.
In relation to Hopetoun P–12 College, I am advised that the infrastructure at the school will be reviewed this
year under the Government’s Rolling Facilities Evaluation (RFE) program. Information collected will enable
the college to prioritise its asset planning and management activities, and the Department of Education and
Training will assist in developing a five-year School Maintenance Plan that addresses identified issues and
establishes a program in support of its infrastructure needs.
As you are aware, in September 2019, we announced that every Victorian government school, including
Hopetoun P–12 College, would benefit from a $515 million ‘Maintenance Blitz’ investment to improve their
facilities. I can confirm that the college was allocated $169,135 to undertake essential maintenance works.
In addition, the college was also allocated $246,000 as part of the Planned Maintenance Program in 2016–17
to complete refurbishment works to its main building which contains the science and food technology areas.
Furthermore, the college was allocated $30,000 in 2015–16 to deliver outdoor learning, playground
equipment and shade covers.
I am aware that the college may have additional capital or maintenance requirements. I can assure you that
the infrastructure needs of all schools, including Hopetoun P–12 College, will continue to receive fair and
equitable consideration through the State Budget process when determining future priorities for the school
capital works program.
I trust this information is of assistance.

HERITAGE PROTECTIONS
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
Our government is committed to protecting Victoria’s heritage, but protection of heritage is not a role that the
State Government undertakes alone. Local councils are responsible for using their powers to protect sites of
local heritage significance, while the State manages those that are significant to the whole of Victoria.
I note that of the sites identified, none were included on the Heritage Register. Some had been nominated but
were found not to be of state-level significance. Such a finding does not absolve a local council of its
responsibility to assess the significance of a potential heritage site, and use the powers available to it to prevent
demolition until that assessment can take place. In the case of Breedon House and many of the historic homes
mentioned, the local council has chosen not to use these powers.
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Our Government shares your concern over how local heritage is managed and protected in Victoria. The
Minister for Planning has already written to Bayside City Council to express concern that it is not fulfilling
its heritage protection and management obligations as a planning authority, and to outline how the council
could improve its heritage protection.

MELBOURNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (3 June 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The MSO is one of the nation’s leading arts companies with a long and proud history and an international
reputation. Its musicians are at the very heart of its success.
While the MSO receives some funding from both the Commonwealth and Victorian Governments, it remains
an independent entity. Decision making resides solely with its Board and senior management.
I have encouraged the MSO board and management to meet with and listen to the musicians and continue to
work together to find a fair and reasonable way forward in these most challenging of times.

HOMELESSNESS
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing):
The Victorian Government is containing the spread of COVID -19 and providing accommodation for people
experiencing homelessness, who are more vulnerable to the virus due to the challenges they face to
self-isolate. We are also delivering new social housing for Victorians who need it and upgrading and
maintaining existing public housing.
On 18 March 2020 the Government provided $6 million to increase funding for the Housing Establishment
Fund and the Private Rental Assistance Program. The Housing Establishment Fund is allocated to
homelessness agencies to fund short term accommodation to house people experiencing homelessness, and
the Private Rental Assistance Program assists Victorians at risk of homelessness to sustain their private rental
accommodation.
The Housing Establishment Fund funding has assisted to accommodate people experiencing homelessness in
hotels and motels across Victoria. In recognition of the success of this strategy, on 13 June 2020, I announced
the Government would deliver an additional $9.8 million to maintain the accommodation of those Victorians
in hotels and motels over June and July. This additional investment will also fund staff over the same period
to help respond to demand, support the collection of data to inform future housing and support planning, and
provide alcohol and drug support in the inner city.
The Department of Health and Human Services and the broader Victorian Government recognises the recent
efforts of organisations like Housing All Australians and Quest Apartments in responding to people
experiencing homelessness, and thank them for this crucial work. The department has also been working with
homelessness agencies throughout this period to ensure that services are appropriately coordinated, and that
staff and clients are safe.
On 10 April 2020 the Victorian Government announced a further $8.8 million to set up four COVID-19
Isolation and Recovery Facilities in inner Melbourne. At these facilities people experiencing homelessness,
who have either contracted COVID-19 or are required to self-isolate due to COVID-19, can recuperate safely.
A total of 75 beds have been provided across the four facilities and 24-hour support is provided by the
designated service provider and St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne.
Due to the success the Victorian Government has had in containing the spread of COVID-19, and the low
demand experienced at the facilities, in late May 2020 the Victorian Government decided to broaden the
eligibility requirements for these facilities to accommodate up to 60 people experiencing homelessness who
have chronic health conditions. Contingency plans are in place if a second wave of COVID-19 eventuates
and isolation and recovery facilities are required for COVID-19 positive clients experiencing homelessness.
The Victorian Government recognises that homelessness will only successfully be addressed when all levels
of government partner with private business, community organisations and philanthropic bodies to deliver
holistic outcomes. That is why the Government recently implemented a range of initiatives to increase the
supply of social housing in partnerships between government and non-government organisations.
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On 15 May 2020 I announced the delivery of 780 new social housing homes across 25 locations around
Victoria as part of the second stage of the Social Housing Growth Fund. The first new homes will be delivered
in Werribee and Doveton with more to be completed over this year in Hampton Park, Grovedale, Mernda,
Bundoora, and Thornbury.
In addition to this on 21 May 2020 the Victorian Government allocated $500 million from the $2.7 billion
Building Works package to public and community housing works to kickstart Victoria's economy and create
thousands of jobs across the State. This includes:
•

$155 million for maintenance and upgrade works that can be delivered quickly—like painting and
roofing—on more than 15,000 public housing properties.

•

$110 million for renovations, including new kitchens and bathrooms, in 2,100 public housing
properties to improve the liveability for residents and extend the lifetime of the properties.

•

$50 million for community housing providers to undertake similar maintenance and upgrade work
on social housing properties they manage or own.

•

$58 million to deliver brand new, shovel-ready social housing projects in Reservoir, Balaclava,
Dandenong and Hampton Park.

•

$125 million will be targeted to projects that increase much needed housing options for women
and children escaping family violence, Aboriginal Victorians, and those leaving State Government
services.

The Victorian Government has acted to provide an immediate and ongoing response to the need for safe and
stable accommodation throughout the pandemic, and we're delivering more social and affordable housing so
that more Victorians have a safe place to call home. We'll continue to work with homelessness agencies to
ensure those placed in temporary accommodation can find pathways into long-term housing.

GOVERNMENT BANKING
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Mr PEARSON (Essendon—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Regulatory Reform, Minister for
Government Services):
Thank you for raising an adjournment matter regarding government banking.
The Victorian Government is committed to achieving value for money and minimising risk in its State contracts.
The Victorian Government will continue to ensure, through tender processes and in contract management,
that suppliers comply with Australian legislation and regulations, as well as with the Victorian Government’s
Supplier Code of Conduct. This includes suppliers of banking and financial services.

MELBOURNE POLYTECHNIC
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
It is critically important that no student falls through the cracks as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and
that all is done to support vulnerable students. TAFEs have responded by delivering education remotely and
online except where on-campus training must occur, such as with trades and apprenticeships.
The Government is working with TAFE and training providers to support students in continuing their training.
The health of students and staff is the highest priority and the Department of Education and Training (The
Department) has been working closely with TAFEs to ensure that when students return to on-site classes, it
is done in a safe manner.
As you have indicated, the student has already returned to two days per week to Melbourne Polytechnic. This
staggered approach to return VCAL students to on campus learning is to ensure that physical distancing
requirements can be met. VCAL delivered at a TAFE is subject to different requirements to a school as Adults
are also undertaking these classes. The advice from the Chief Health Officer requires that where adults also
attend the class, physical distancing is required.
Following a scheduled semester break starting next week, Melbourne Polytechnic will return all students
undertaking VCAL to onsite learning full time from 13 July.
Both the department and Melbourne Polytechnic have engaged extensively with the student and his mother
to provide support to continue with his VCAL studies on campus.
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I understand that Melbourne Polytechnic has already extended the student’s classes on campus attendance
from two half days to two full days per week. Melbourne Polytechnic also offered the student the opportunity
to attend five days per week. The student is also being assisted by Student Pathway Officers to ensure he has
the support to continue learning on campus and at home.

SHEPPARTON EDUCATION PLAN
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (4 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
The Andrews Labor Government has invested $119 million to finish construction of Greater Shepparton
Secondary College and these world-class facilities will be ready for Term 1, 2022.
The new school will include the state-of-the-art Enterprise and Innovation Centre which will give senior
students access to a broad range of subjects and career pathways in three specialist precincts—technology,
performing and fine arts, and sciences.
The Enterprise and Innovation Centre will feature hands-on high-technology design, fabrication and
prototyping spaces as well as specialist facilities for traditional hands-on trades such as woodwork, metals
and electronics. This will equip students with new opportunities and skills geared for local jobs and further
training opportunities.
No decision by the Government has been made regarding the potential expansion of the Tech School model
to new locations at this time.
Since the College opened at the beginning of this year, students have been enjoying broader choices, new
opportunities and better support, and this investment will deliver the facilities that the students of Shepparton
deserve.

PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
As the Member for the Eastern Metropolitan Region will be aware, salaries and allowances for Members of
Parliament are set by the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal. By establishing the Tribunal, the
government ensured that Members in Victoria no longer set the value of our own pay or allowances. This
reflects the practice of other Australian jurisdictions of asking an independent body to consider the work of
Members and what we should be paid.
Since the onset of Coronavirus, Victorians have been asked to make significant sacrifices to protect the health
of our community. In recognition of these sacrifices, as the Government has already announced, all
government MPs will make donations to COVID-19-related causes equivalent to the uplift in their take-home
pay from 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021.

WORKING FOR VICTORIA
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business):
Thank you to the Member for the Western Metropolitan Region for raising this matter. As the new Minister
for Employment, I am pleased to advise that a total of 727 cleaners, plus supervisors, have undertaken a range
of high visibility ‘touchpoint’ cleaning in the Western Metropolitan Region, as part of the Victorian
Government’s Working for Victoria cleaning blitz. More than three quarters of the cleaners reside in the local
government area where they cleaned, providing much needed job opportunities to local people.
The cleaning included items touched regularly by the general public, such as door handles to retail shops and
cafes, traffic light buttons, railings, bench seats, bike stands, signage poles and bin lids. Cleaners used a diluted
hospital grade disinfectant to clean each item. The initial focus was on high streets and strip shop areas,
followed by the cleaning of playground equipment in parks and bus shelter seats. ‘Deep cleans’ were also
undertaken of local libraries as restrictions started to ease.
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Cleaning staff have received positive feedback from the general public and local council employees in the
Western Metropolitan Region. A number of cleaning staff across the region have been offered free coffees
and lunches from local shop owners in recognition of their contribution to community safety.

MILDURA SOUTH REGIONAL SPORTING PRECINCT
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke—Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Community Sport, Minister
for Youth):
I refer to your adjournment debate matter regarding the Mildura South Regional Sporting Precinct. I have
been asked to respond, as this matter falls within the Community Sport portfolio.
The Victorian Government is proud to be a partner in the Mildura South Regional Sports Precinct, the largest
single sporting facility to ever be developed in the Sunraysia region. The precinct is another example of the
Victorian Government partnering with local and federal governments to deliver major infrastructure that
provides economic, social and health benefits to the Sunraysia region.
Our investment of $3 million from the Better Indoor Stadiums Fund enables Mildura Rural City Council to
construct a high-quality multi-sport indoor stadium capable of hosting major sport carnivals, entertainment
events and business conferences.
The stadium will provide a home for up to 19 sporting groups, including the Mildura basketball, volleyball
and badminton associations whose programs are currently compromised due to the lack of local courts.
Our investment means that up and coming basketballers, netballers, volleyballers and badminton players in
Mildura will have premier facilities for training and competition—a centre of excellence for sport in the
Sunraysia region.
The precinct will also become a new destination capable of hosting local and major AFL, netball and cricket
matches in the burgeoning Mildura South growth corridor, including the capability of hosting AFL pre-season
matches.
Site construction works have commenced, with the land parcel levelled, structural steel framework for the
indoor sports stadium erected, and the concrete slab for the indoor sports stadium poured. The project is on
track for completion in March 2021.
I also understand that Mildura Rural City Council has submitted funding proposals to support Stage 2 of the
project through the Government’s Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program.
The Victorian Government is an active supporter of community sport and recreation infrastructure in Mildura
and has invested more than $3.9 million to support community sport and recreation infrastructure since 2014,
as well as providing around $190,000 to local sporting clubs and athletes in Mildura.
The Victorian Government looks forward to working with the Mildura community to deliver the funded
works, along with identifying potential future funding opportunities to make the entire vision a reality.

HEALESVILLE-KOO WEE RUP ROAD
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the member for Eastern Victoria Region for his question and for his invitation to provide an update on
the progress of the Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road Upgrade. This, of course, is just one of the many vital road
and rail infrastructure projects that the Andrews Labor Government is delivering for locals in the South East.
The Healesville-Koo Wee Rup Road Upgrade is part of the Suburban Roads Upgrade, which will ease
congestion and improve safety across Melbourne’s north and south east.
Before commencing construction on this vital project, Major Road Projects Victoria has consulted with the
community on the proposed design, undertaken technical investigations, obtained planning approvals and is
currently acquiring land parcels and managing environmental approvals under the Commonwealth
Government’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
Project construction will commence once all approvals are in place and procurement of the project has been
completed.
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HANSON AUSTRALIA QUARRY, LYSTERFIELD
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Hanson Lysterfield Quarry operates under an Earth Resources Regulation (ERR) Work Authority. ERR
is Victoria's regulator of quarrying and other earth resource activities.
ERR is the responsible authority for decisions regarding the quarry’s current operations and proposals to
expand quarrying operations. EPA supports ERR, through an established referral process, to assess expansion
applications.
EPA has contacted and will work with ERR to schedule a joint agency inspection of the Hanson Lysterfield
Quarry. This will allow both agencies to confirm current operating practices and follow up regulatory matters.
EPA encourages members of the public to report specific pollution incidents such as dust and noise impacts,
to enable EPA to assess and follow up via joint regulatory response with ERR.
The quarry operator has established the Lysterfield Quarry community reference group which is an avenue
where residents can raise concerns directly with the operator.

WEST GATE TUNNEL
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan Region for his question.
The West Gate Tunnel Project project parties are working to find a long-term solution to manage soil
excavated from tunnelling.
Like any other civil construction project, the West Gate Tunnel Project is using licensed landfills to dispose
of materials.
Requirements from the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) are followed every step of the way to protect
the environment and the community.
When he is next driving down Sunbury Road, the Member might like to reflect on the fact that the Andrews
Labor Government is upgrading Sunbury Road, and upgrading the Sunbury Line and removing the level
crossing at Gap Road. This is in stark contrast to when Mr Finn last sat in government and delivered absolutely
nothing for Sunbury.

MADDINGLEY LANDFILL
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
EPA is undergoing the most comprehensive overhaul of its structures and operations in four decades to
prevent harm from pollution and waste.
Since 2014 we have invested over $190 million in record funding to the EPA to strengthen their ability to
crack down on polluters, improve their technology and give them greater powers so they can adapt and
respond to emerging challenges. EPA has more boots on the ground now than ever before, more drones in
the air, and stronger systems and processes.
The Andrews Labor Government recently invested $71.4 million to safely manage high-risk and hazardous
wastes including a Waste Crime Prevention Inspectorate within EPA.
EPA already has stronger powers to prevent and respond to stockpiling and waste crime and will have even
stronger preventative powers under the Environment Protection Amendment Act 2018, commencing in 2021.
EPA will use the full extent of its powers to ensure that the management of waste soils produced by the West
Gate Tunnel Project fulfils the duties of the Environment Protection Act 1970 and associated Regulations.
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SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION ROADWORKS
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for South Eastern Metropolitan Region for his question and welcome his invitation to
elaborate on the Andrews Labor Government’s construction blitz at the intersection of Frankston- Dandenong
Road and Thompsons Road.
In the space of five short weeks, Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) and the project team were able to
complete four months of work, saving months of delays and detours.
As locals will know, upgrading the intersection of Thompsons Road and Frankston-Dandenong Road will
dramatically ease congestion and improve traffic flow for the 58,000 vehicles that travel through this
intersection each day.
The intersection was closed on Friday 5 June to allow MRPV to fast-track these important works and
complete major construction at this key intersection four months earlier than planned. The intersection opened
to full traffic flow on Saturday 11 July.
Closing the intersection to complete these works avoided the need for ongoing lane closures on both
Thompsons Road and Frankston-Dandenong Road until November 2020.
I am advised by MRPV that the project team worked closely with the Department of Transport to implement
several measures to facilitate traffic flow during the intersection closure. This included adjusting traffic signal
timings to maximise the number of vehicles travelling through key intersections during peak travel periods
and providing real time travel information on electronic signage located at key locations on the road network.
I want to thank local motorists for their patience while the works were undertaken.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Andrews Labor Government’s new Recycling Victoria policy will invest over $300 million to deliver the
biggest transformation and reform of Victoria’s waste and recycling system in our states history.
Under our plan, we will invest $129 million to standardise Victoria’s household waste collection system into
a new four bin system. The government is working on the design of a CDS to be introduced by 2023, which
will complement our new household waste collection system by making recycling easier outside the home.
The Victorian Government will plan for waste to energy facilities as part of the Victorian Recycling
Infrastructure Plan including;
•

placing a cap of one million tonnes each year until 2040 on the amount of residual waste that can
be used in thermal waste to energy facilities.

•

$10 million in funding to facilitate investment and to support early entrants into Victoria’s waste
to energy market as part of a comprehensive $96.5 million Industry and Infrastructure
Development package

•

research to investigate the properties of waste to energy by-products like ash and digestate and how
they should be managed in Victoria’s regulatory framework.

You can learn more about Recycling Victoria at www.vic.gov.au/recycling.
In response to COVID-19, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) has helped
the Government deliver the $500 million Working for Victoria initiative announced by the Premier and
Treasurer on 21 March 2020. This initiative is part of the Victorian Government’s $1.7 billion Economic
Survival Package and aims to match jobseekers with employment opportunities and helps get people back to
work.
DELWP has worked with portfolio agencies to develop about 570 new jobs that will deliver bushfire
recovery, land and asset management around the state. Activities include revegetation, road and track
maintenance, asset repair and maintenance, weed control, pest animal control, fence maintenance, and litter
and rubbish collection.
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COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY BEECHWORTH BRIGADE
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19):
I thank the member for their question. I also commend and thank volunteer firefighters for their work in the
recent devastating bushfire season and the great efforts that have been made in the region to protect life and
property. The Victorian Government greatly values the work of Country Fire Authority (CFA) volunteers and
recognises the personal cost to volunteers in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of the community.
Regarding CFA vehicles, the primary concern is whether a vehicle is safe, appropriately equipped and fit for
purpose, regardless of age. The CFA manages its substantial fleet of firefighting appliances in line with
operational need and organisational priorities. To ensure optimisation of the CFA's capital budget, the
allocation of appliances considers utilisation, rate of brigade response and local risk profile, to ensure the best
outcome for brigades, communities and the state of Victoria.
I thank the management teams of both brigades in advance for their leadership and engagement in the
amalgamation process, which is critical to the important transition towards a strong brigade for the
Beechworth community.
Given the current coronavirus emergency, at this time I am unable to pass on my thanks in person to specific
emergency services brigades. However, I hope to find opportunities to do so where feasible and trust the
member to pass on my thanks to our emergency services personnel, and all those who have also supported
our communities through the recent fire season. On behalf of all Victorians, I would again like to thank the
brigade for their service and commitment to the region and the entire state.

LIQUOR LICENSING
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
During the current State of Emergency, if you are a BYO permit or restaurant and cafe liquor licence holder,
you can apply for a temporary limited licence to supply a limited volume of liquor with
takeaway or by delivery but only with a meal. These temporary licences are valid to these businesses until
15 September 2020 or the date on which the State of Emergency declared in Victoria over COVID-19 ceases
to be in force.
Many restaurants and cafes already have a renewable limited licence, in addition to their restaurant and café
licence, that permits them to deliver or sell a limited volume of packaged liquor with deliveries or take away
meals that are prepared on their premises. Restaurants and cafes that do not have this second licence are able
to apply to the Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation once their temporary licences are
no longer valid during the state of emergency.

ROWVILLE RAIL LINE
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Eastern Metropolitan region for his question.
The former Liberal Government committed to a rail line to Rowville and then scrapped the promise when in
Government.
The Andrews Labor Government provided $3 million in the 2018-19 State Budget to commence planning
work for a light rail extension between Caulfield and Rowville, with Stage one being between Caulfield and
Monash.
Design and planning works are currently examining alignments, stop locations, cost and travel time benefits
for the light rail extension connecting Caulfield and Rowville via Chadstone Shopping Centre, Monash
University’s Clayton campus and Waverley Park. These works are progressing in consideration of the
government’s commitment to design and deliver the Suburban Rail Loop.
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The Commonwealth Government’s commitment of a heavy rail line to Monash is incompatible with the
Victorian Government’s Suburban Rail Loop project. Nonetheless, the Victorian Government continues to
work cooperatively with the Commonwealth to ensure our commitments best meet the needs of public
transport commuters in the east of Melbourne.

COMMUNITY SPORT
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The community sport sector is integral to driving participation and competition in sport and active recreation
in Victoria. Participation in community sport improves the physical and mental health of Victorians of all
ages and enriches social and community cohesion.
I understand the desire of Victorians to once again attend sporting events, but public safety must remain the
number one consideration. Currently, Stage Three restrictions to control the spread of COVID-19 are in
operation in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire. Community sport is not permitted, with the
exception of sports that can be played outdoors, with appropriate physical distancing, with a maximum of two
players.
In regional Victoria, non-contact community sport (and full-contact community sport for people aged 18 and
under) may take place. To prevent the spread of COVID-19, if the sport takes place indoors, spectators should
not attend—only those necessary for the competition or training and to support the participants (for example,
supervising parents).
Spectators for outdoor training and competitions must abide by gathering restrictions—spectators should be
in groups of no more than 10 and spread out around the ground or venue.

LIVE MUSIC VENUES
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Victorian Government is supporting our world-famous live music venues to respond to the devastating
effects of the coronavirus pandemic with a new program providing grants to help pay wages and basic
business expenses.
The government announced the $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program to secure the future of
grassroots venues which are the heart and soul of Victoria’s $1.7 billion live music industry.
It will support venues that have a solid reputation for presenting original live music and demonstrate show
best practice in business operations.
The $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program is in addition to $4 million previously announced for
the music industry focused on supporting musicians and industry workers who have lost gigs, income and
employment as a result of the pandemic.
The Victorian Government’s response to safeguard the wider creative sector now stands at more than
$66 million.

NUMBERPLATES
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
VicRoads has powers under regulation 60 of the Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009 to cancel
registration number rights.
All applications for number plates are checked to avoid the issue of number plates with inappropriate
combinations. Inappropriate combinations include number plates displaying meanings which can be
interpreted as being racist, sexist, violent, promoting the use of drugs or alcohol or inappropriate language.
Combinations which are considered to promote the use of vehicles in an unsafe way, such as speeding are
also not issued.
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The checking process is not automated and relies upon staff making determinations about whether individual
plates are appropriate or not. At times, the meaning of number plates changes over time and what was
originally acceptable becomes inappropriate as meanings and societal norms change.

ILLEGAL TOBACCO
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
As per Commonwealth legislation, tobacco grown, manufactured and/or produced in Australia must have an
appropriate excise licence. If imported into Australia, customs duty on tobacco must be paid.
The Victorian Tobacco Act 1987 makes it illegal for a tobacco retailer or wholesaler to have in their control
or possession any tobacco products that they know (or reasonably ought to know) are smuggled or prohibited
goods under the Customs Act 1901, or are excisable goods under the Excise Act 1901 upon which excise
duty has not been paid.
I am aware of the 2019 KPMG UK Report suggesting that illicit tobacco makes up to 20.7 per cent of total
Australian tobacco consumption and estimates a loss of $3.41 billion in excise. As this report was
commissioned by Phillip Morris International, its findings should be considered with caution. The tobacco
industry has a vested interest in exaggerating the problem.
The Australian Taxation Office estimates that in the 2017-18 financial year, illicit tobacco cost the Australian
community approximately $647 million in lost excise revenue.
While significantly lower than the KPMG figures, this remains unacceptable.
Illicit tobacco works against collective efforts to reduce smoking and tobacco-related harm and undermines
tobacco control measures such as the Commonwealth's tobacco price increases and plain packaging. It also
undermines the retailers who do the right thing and comply with the law.
As illicit tobacco compromises Commonwealth revenue and plain packaging laws, the Commonwealth is
taking the enforcement lead, with the involvement of Victoria Police when appropriate.
Evidence shows that price is a major influence in encouraging people to quit and preventing young people
from taking up smoking.
Enforcement of the legislation prohibiting growing, manufacturing and selling illicit tobacco in Victoria can
involve Commonwealth, State and Local Government authorities depending on the individual circumstances.
Local councils and Victoria Police work together to enforce issues around retail supply.
Victoria Police collect intelligence around this issue which indicates that the large-scale distribution of illicit
tobacco is frequently operated by organised crime syndicates and therefore it is not always appropriate for
local councils to investigate.
In 2018, the Commonwealth Government announced the initiative entitled ‘Black Economy Package—
Combatting illicit tobacco’. This package includes a suite of measures to address illicit tobacco, including
creating a multi-agency illicit tobacco taskforce (ITTF) led by the Australian Border Force.
It also included legislative changes that strengthened the Commonwealth’s illicit tobacco regulatory
framework. These legislative changes address previous shortcomings around proving the origin of illicit
tobacco.
Currently the priority focus of the illicit tobacco taskforce (ITTF) is the enforcement of illicit tobacco sources,
including detecting tobacco smuggling, illegal tobacco farms and ‘wholesale’ level distribution within
Australia.
The Department of Health and Human Services has been collaborating with Victoria Police and local councils
to improve the understanding of legislation, roles and powers as well as to strengthen enforcement to address
areas of enforcement not currently being addressed by the ITTF.
I note the community also has an important role in identifying and reporting suspected illicit tobacco activity.
I encourage anyone with information to make an anonymous report to the Australian Taxation Office on a
toll free number 1800 060 062.
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LIVE MUSIC VENUES
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18 June 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Victorian Government is supporting our world-famous live music venues to respond to the devastating
effects of the coronavirus pandemic with a new program providing grants to help pay wages and basic
business expenses.
The government announced the $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program to secure the future of
grassroots venues which are the heart and soul of Victoria’s $1.7 billion live music industry.
It will support venues that have a solid reputation for presenting original live music and demonstrate show
best practice in business operations.
The $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program is in addition to $4 million previously announced for
the music industry focused on supporting musicians and industry workers who have lost gigs, income and
employment as a result of the pandemic.
The Victorian Government’s response to safeguard the wider creative sector now stands at more than
$66 million.

GAMING LICENCES
In reply to Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Government is aware that like many businesses, the shutdown of non-essential activity to slow the spread
of COVID-19 has had a significant impact on clubs and hotels, including those operating gaming machines.
To manage the impact on clubs and hotels, the government has agreed to delay the payment of monthly
gaming machine tax for hotels and clubs for March 2020. In addition, the requirement for hotels and clubs to
pay the 2018-19 gaming machine supervision charge has been delayed until 31 January 2021.
The delay in taxes and charges has provided much needed liquidity to help support Victorian clubs and hotels
and the jobs they sustain.
I note that current gaming machine entitlements held by clubs and hotels have been paid in full, and no further
payments on post-2022 entitlements are due until August 2022. In the interim and recognising the impact of
COVID-19 on clubs and hotels, the government will continue to assist the industry and will consider options
to provide further support for those venues most impacted by the shutdown.
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Answers to constituency questions
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period shown.

19 June to 4 August 2020
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18 February 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The North East Line is maintained and operated by Australian Rail Track Corporation. Performance in late
2019 was disappointing due to a number of factors, including multiple events of copper wire theft and the
imposition of temporary speed restrictions due to track condition impacting ride comfort. Recent works by
ARTC to improve track condition resulted in the removal of multiple temporary speed restrictions, resulting
in performance improving from 30.1% in October 2019 to 69.3% in January 2020.
Unfortunately, a freight train derailment near Barnawatha in late January and a fire in a signalling hut near
Wallan in early February, caused by fallen overhead power lines, have since impacted performance on the
Albury line. These factors were out of V/Line’s control.
The $235m North East Line Upgrade project is underway to improve track quality, including such works as
resurfacing, new ballast and putting overhead wires underground to decrease the risk of copper wire theft.
Completion of the project, in conjunction with a new lease with ARTC, is designed to provide a long-term
solution to the issues regarding track condition and V/Line performance on the North East line.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (5 March 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
Beattys Road, Plumpton is a local road managed by the City of Melton. The Member may wish to direct his
question to Melton City Council.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (17 March 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
I refer to your constituency question regarding the Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) and the
South Melbourne Town Hall.
Excellence in the development of music performance is a critical part of our creative industries and I have
met with ANAM many times to discuss the importance of their work, and will continue to do so. The South
Melbourne Town Hall is the responsibility of the City of Port Phillip. ANAM is one of the Federal
Government’s Centres of Excellence and it receives recurrent funding to manage its operations.
There are many demands upon the creative industries portfolio, particularly during this time when artists and
arts workers have lost their work, whether that be through the recent bushfires or COVID-19. I continue to
encourage ANAM to work with its many supporters, the Federal Government and the City of Port Phillip to
pursue options that will assist with their work.
Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (19 March 2020)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing):
Tenants are provided with a Neighbourly behaviour statement prior to commencing their tenancy so that they
are aware of their responsibilities and the consequences of actions that impact on their neighbours.
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A system of ‘three strikes’ is used to make it clear that repeated breaches by tenants of their duties under the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 will not be tolerated.
The Director of Housing takes a ‘zero tolerance approach’ for more serious anti-social behaviours such as
malicious damage, dangerous behaviour or illegal activity.
When managing neighbourhood issues or other tenancy concerns, the Director of Housing must act in
accordance with the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, while balancing the circumstances of tenants with the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and the Victorian Model Litigant Guidelines.
The Director of Housing, as a social landlord, endeavours to sustain the tenancies of vulnerable tenants.
When concerning behaviour is identified, tenants are referred to relevant services—for family violence,
disability, mental health, or drug and alcohol. This support assists tenants to change their behaviour and
sustain the tenancy.
However, to protect the quiet enjoyment, safety and well-being of other tenants and residents, the Director of
Housing will pursue orders to evict tenants at the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal if required.
Where there is concern about the behaviour of a public housing tenant or they are not keeping the property
reasonably clean, this should be reported to the local housing office.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19):
The Victorian Government joins Racing Victoria (RV) in extending sincere condolences to the owners and
trainers of Sir Isaac Newton and to the stable staff who cared for the horse.
The details regarding Sir Isaac Newton’s fall were recorded in the publicly available Stewards’ Report for the
Warrnambool meeting on Tuesday 5 May 2020. The Stewards’ Report also stated that the incident would be
referred to the Racing Victoria Equine Department and the Jumps Review Panel for assessment.
I can advise that the official Stewards’ Report for each race meeting is published on the Racing.com website,
usually within hours of the completion of the race meeting. These reports record the incidents that occur in
all races, including jumps races and the subsequent actions taken.
I am advised that while there is no formal policy in relation to providing access to race replays where a serious
fall has taken place, discretion may be used from time to time to remove footage that may be distressing to
owners, the staff who care for the horse, or the family and friends of the rider.
As part of its commitment to safe and responsible racing, the Victorian jumps racing industry has adopted a
number of safety improvements since 2010, including modification to the design of jumps, improved
schooling and trialling requirements and stricter horse qualification standards. In 2019 RV introduced a new
track preparation policy for jumps races to ensure track surfaces are presented with more give ensuring safer
footing and slower race tempos.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Victorian Government recognises the value of community television as an important service, particularly
for members of Victoria’s diverse multicultural, seniors, disability and LGBTIQ communities.
Since coronavirus restrictions came into force in March, Channel 31’s audience has soared by almost a quarter
as many turned to religious services, seniors exercise classes, educational programs and other content during
isolation.
C31 reaches 660,000 viewers each month and broadcasts 100 shows a week, the bulk of which are made with
the help of the station’s 1,000 volunteers.
With programs representing 30 language and cultural groups produced by and for multicultural communities,
Channel 31 is a vital source of information, connection and entertainment for many Victorians, including
those without internet access.
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As broadcast licences are regulated by the Commonwealth Government, I wrote to the Minister for
Communications, Cyber Safety and the Arts encouraging him to extend Channel 31’s broadcast licence.
I then followed this up with a phone call, putting $120,000 on the table from the Victorian Government to
assist Channel 31 stay on air during COVID, and help them transition to a digital model in 12 months.
As a result of this, and a significant community lobbying campaign, the Commonwealth confirmed that will
extend Channel 31’s licence by 12 months.
The Victorian Government funding will help Channel 31 continue its digital transition and secure its future,
while keeping Victorian communities connected and informed throughout the coronavirus pandemic.
The Government will also work with groups, including those from linguistically and culturally diverse
backgrounds and older Victorians, to ensure they have the digital literacy skills to access C31 programming
when it moves online.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
The $90 million Bendigo GovHub is the third GovHub that the Victorian Government has committed to
deliver—joining Ballarat and Latrobe Valley to create high quality and modern workplaces, with the aim of
centralising the delivery of a range of government services in regional Victoria.
We are working alongside Greater Bendigo City Council on the Bendigo GovHub project which will see
significant economic benefits.
Accommodating up to 1,000 council and state government workers, the Bendigo GovHub project is expected
to generate 90 construction jobs and contribute $131 million to the local economy during the life of the
project. Of the 1,000 workers to be based at Bendigo GovHub, 600 of these are additional workers into the
city centre. The increased number of people, both workers and customers, will help increase revenue for
neighbouring businesses and stimulate economic activity.
As a project of state significance, the Local Jobs First requirement of a minimum 90% of local content is also
expected to generate an important boost to the local construction industry.
The Bendigo GovHub will build on Bendigo’s reputation as a fast-growing regional city with significant
employment opportunities and state of the art facilities, attracting further investment and residents.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for the Coordination of Education and
Training: COVID-19):
Good personal hygiene, including good hand hygiene, is an effective way to reduce the risk related to the
spread of COVID-19. Hand washing with soap and water and/or use of hand sanitiser are both effective
methods for achieving good hand hygiene. The practice of good hand hygiene has been strongly encouraged
in schools throughout the pandemic.
Ordinarily, schools procure their own personal hygiene consumable products, including hand sanitiser;
however, as you are aware, the supply of hand sanitiser during the COVID-19 pandemic was largely disrupted
as a result of panic buying and a global increase in demand.
As a result, the Department of Education and Training procured hand sanitiser on behalf of schools. Over
60,000 litres of alcohol-based hand sanitiser has been delivered to all schools in multiple batches since
Term 1.
Now that supply chains have returned to normal, the procurement of hand sanitiser is, as usual, the
responsibility of the school. Schools are aware of this and have made commendable efforts to ensure they are
actively monitoring their supply levels and ordering in advance.
Prior to the return to onsite learning, the Department checked that schools had sufficient hand sanitiser and
assisted any school that expressed concern. The Department continues to monitor any hand sanitiser queries
that schools may have and is readily available to assist.
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The Department of Health and Human Services provides advice about the appropriate use of hand sanitiser.
The Department of Education and Training does not have specific guidelines that schools are required to
adhere to when procuring hand sanitiser and are confident school principals are able to determine the type of
hand sanitiser that best fits their school setting and school needs.
While alcohol-based hand sanitiser is generally preferred, some students may have reactions or intolerances
to particular chemicals or scents and that these considerations would be taken into account when each school
determines the type of hand sanitiser to procure for their own school. Where alcohol-based solutions are not
being used, the Department has encouraged more regular hand washing.
I trust this information is of assistance.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (2 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
I understand the concerns and frustration of your constituent. Works on the Cranbourne-Pakenham line are
part of several key infrastructure projects to improve the efficiency, reliability and capacity of Victoria’s
transport network. In response to growing patronage on the Dandenong corridor, the government is investing
heavily in the Cranbourne-Pakenham line with every level crossing between Caulfield and Dandenong now
removed and the upcoming introduction of High Capacity Metro Trains.
The Andrews Labor Government is investing $750 million to upgrade the Cranbourne line and duplicate eight
kilometres of single track from Dandenong to Cranbourne. This includes funding for the delivery of power
and signalling upgrades from the city to Cranbourne and Pakenham. This upgrade will remove the bottlenecks
that cause delays, delivering trains every ten minutes along the Cranbourne line.
The operator of this train service, MTM, are also required to meet agreed monthly performance targets. These
targets address delays, cancellations, early departures, short services and other service changes. Every altered
service is recorded as a partial cancellation and affects MTM’s performance results, with MTM penalised
accordingly.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
Victoria remains in a State of Emergency. This applies to the whole of Victoria and does not distinguish
between metropolitan areas and country Victoria.
The State of Emergency is to minimise COVID-19 transmission in the Victorian community.
While most COVID-19 cases in Victoria have occurred in metropolitan areas, there have been cases in many
areas of regional Victoria.
The recent increase in cases in the suburbs of northern Melbourne has resulted in specific orders for those
localities.
The Victorian Government continues to take advice from the Chief Health Officer, who:
•

has carefully considered how restrictions can be applied and what is necessary to protect the health
of the community;

•

will review the situation regularly, including considering COVID-19 testing results, the
effectiveness of contact tracing efforts, and the health system’s readiness; and

•

notes that, regardless of where they are in the State, Victorians area strongly advised to stay safe
by taking appropriate hygiene precautions, keeping physical distance, avoiding crowds, and staying
home and getting testing if they’re unwell.
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (2 June 2020)
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterans):
As the matter you raised falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for Agriculture, Jaclyn
Symes MP, I ask that you please redirect your question to her.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong—Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Minister for Prevention of Family
Violence, Minister for Women):
•

The Victorian Government is ensuring that victim survivors experiencing family violence have a safe
place to go and receive the support they need during the COVID-19 pandemic.

•

The Victorian Government invested an additional $40.2 million over two years for crisis
accommodation and specialist support for people experiencing family violence and sexual assault.
•

$20 million for short-term accommodation for victim survivors who do not feel safe isolating
or recovering from coronavirus at home.

•

$20.2 million to help Victorian family violence and sexual assault services meet the expected
increase in demand during the COVID-19 pandemic and provide help for victim survivors.

•

This new funding aims to increase the safety and wellbeing of people experiencing family violence by
providing immediate, flexible, person-centred support in response to the anticipated increase in demand
for family violence and sexual assault services due to COVID-19.

•

The Eastern Domestic Violence Service and other family violence services in the Inner and Outer
Eastern Melbourne Areas continue to operate and deliver critical functions, including crisis
accommodation and support. The majority of services are currently being delivered virtually, using
telephone and online platforms, however some services, such as Eastern Domestic Violence Service,
are able to provide face to face support, if required.

•

Crisis accommodation services continue to operate across Inner and Outer Eastern Melbourne Areas.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Victorian Government is supporting our world-famous live music venues to respond to the devastating
effects of the coronavirus pandemic with a new program providing grants to help pay wages and basic
business expenses.
The government announced the $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program to secure the future of
grassroots venues which are the heart and soul of Victoria’s $1.7 billion live music industry.
It will support venues that have a solid reputation for presenting original live music and demonstrate show
best practice in business operations.
The $15 million Victorian Live Music Venues Program is in addition to $4 million previously announced for
the music industry focused on supporting musicians and industry workers who have lost gigs, income and
employment as a result of the pandemic.
The Victorian Government’s response to safeguard the wider creative sector now stands at more than
$66 million.
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (3 June 2020)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
On 3 June 2020, the Victorian Government announced Indigo Shire Council would be included in a list of
councils classified as ‘defined disaster areas’. The Mayor of Indigo Shire Council, Ms O’Connor, is aware of
the reclassification.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (3 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for South Eastern Metropolitan Region for his question.
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering the infrastructure needed to support the growing Berwick
community, with flow-on network benefits across Melbourne’s south east.
Upgrading O’Shea Road to six lanes will ensure we relieve the pressure on the surrounding network, improve
traffic flow, and deliver the project within the existing road reservation.
The O’Shea Road upgrade has been designed in accordance with the Department of Transport (formerly
VicRoads) Traffic Noise Reduction Policy 2005 requirements.
Major Road Projects Victoria will continue to engage with nearby residents to discuss amenity concerns,
scope, landscaping plans and construction timing.
I thank the Member again for his question.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (4 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
Government and private sector organisations are continuing to work collaboratively to understand the
economic impact of bushfires and COVID-19.
There has been recent public, non-government analysis conducted by SGS Economics and Planning
estimating that combined impacts of COVID-19 and bushfires could result in GRP in some fire affected
LGAs falling between 10 and 15 per cent.
We are aware of the considerable impacts of both of these unprecedented events and remain committed to
working across government to help these communities rebuild and recover.
Regional Partnerships and Regional Development Australia Committees are also hosting roundtable
discussions to qualitatively understand the impact of COVID-19 and to provide an opportunity for
government to hear first-hand from local leaders about the impacts of bushfires and opportunities for priority
actions as a result of the COVID-19 global pandemic. As discussed, I would be very pleased to share with
you the feedback, findings and recommendations from the roundtables as they are a valuable source of local
info.
Rural and Regional Victoria, in the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions is supporting the roundtables
and working across Commonwealth, State and local government to ensure support is provided to rural and
regional Victorians.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (4 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
I recognise the challenges faced by our fellow Victorians, including those in East Gippsland, who have had
their lives, homes and livelihoods affected by the 2019-20 fires.
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The scale and severity of the 2019-20 fires has impacted suitable and safe access to firewood in eastern
Victoria for the autumn 2020 collection season, and COVID-19 is adding to this pressure. These factors
combined may be contributing to increased demand for firewood as people spend more time and home in
compliance with stay at home directions.
To ensure that firewood collection is fairly accessed, environmentally sustainable and safe, the Department
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) limits the area of state forest available for firewood
collection. DELWP staff carefully plan and monitor availability to ensure the supply of firewood is managed
sustainably to protect native plants and animals and ensure supply now and in the future.
In recognition of the current constraints in supply, DELWP is making firewood available for community use
where it is generated as a by-product from bushfire response and recovery works and identifying opportunities
to open additional firewood collection areas where it is safe and sustainable to do so.
The autumn firewood collection season remains open until 30 June 2020. At the height of the season there
were 253 open Firewood Collection Areas, an increase of more than 50 at the start of the season. All current
firewood collection areas are mapped and regularly updated on the Forest Fire Management Victoria website
(ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood) so that communities know where and when they can access firewood for collection.
The site also includes advice on whether collection areas can be accessed by two-wheel drive vehicles.
Community members who are unable to collect firewood may nominate another person to do so on their
behalf using the nomination form available on the website.
The firewood in these areas is green and needs to be dried for approximately 12 months to be useable. An
alternative for community members who need to use firewood immediately is to obtain firewood from
accredited commercial suppliers. Financial assistance is available for people who purchase firewood in some
circumstances. The non-mains energy concession and non-mains utility relief grant schemes provide financial
assistance to Victorians who rely on firewood as their only source of fixed heating. Information on how to
access hardship schemes is available at dhhs.vic.gov.au/hardship.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19):
I commend the Whitehorse State Emergency Service (SES) unit for their work and the significant efforts they
make to the Whitehorse and Boroondara regions to protect life and property. The Victorian Government is
committed to supporting the sustainability of the Victoria SES, both now and into the future.
The Victorian Government considers a range of criteria when assessing funding requirements for new SES
facilities, noting the significant number of facilities across the State. These criteria include assessing the
existing site’s structural condition, for example whether it meets essential safety measures and building codes.
Other factors considered are security of tenure at existing sites, and whether other sites have a more urgent
need for funding.
I have sought advice from Victoria SES on this matter and they have informed me that the current facility
utilised by the Whitehorse SES unit is fit-for-purpose, having been assessed as in “reasonable to good”
condition through an asset condition assessment and subsequent unit site visits. The unit is also subject to a
long-term lease with Whitehouse City Council. I have asked SES to keep me updated on service delivery
needs for the Whitehorse community.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing):
Heritage Victoria can make an Interim Protection Order under the Heritage Act 2017 if it is of the opinion it
is “necessary or desirable to do so”. An Interim Protection Order is a serious legal option and is only used as
a last resort. I am advised that based on conversations with the representative of the purchaser, Heritage
Victoria had no reason to believe that an Interim Protection Order was necessary.
It is probable that 34 Were Street would have been a potential candidate for protection by Bayside Council
under a Heritage Overlay. It is less clear as to whether the property would have been found to be of Statelevel heritage significance because of the high bar for State listing.
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This situation highlights the need for local councils to consider the heritage values of properties prior to issuing
demolition permits.
Further, Bayside Council needs to fulfil their obligations to protect significant places through the Planning
Scheme by initiating and implementing heritage studies in a proactive way. It is understood that Bayside
Council has not implemented previous studies of inter-war and post-war heritage places. This creates
uncertainty for both property owners and potential purchasers.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Industry Support and Recovery, Minister for Trade,
Minister for Business Precincts, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing,
Minister for the Coordination of Jobs, Precincts and Regions: COVID-19):
In May 2020, the Victorian Government announced funding of $4.5 million to help build the Twelve Apostles
Trail Stage 1—Timboon to Port Campbell project. This is one of the first projects funded as part of the
Government’s $2.7 billion Building Works package.
This project combines the growing nature-based activities of walking and riding in one of Victoria’s most
significant tourism destinations and will be supplemented by a $2.22 million allocation in 2020-21 by the
Corangamite Shire.
Construction of the Twelve Apostles Trail will translate into jobs for Shire residents and income for local
businesses during the downturn. It will also create an ongoing asset that will continue to provide employment
and recreation opportunities for the region into the future.
I understand that the Corangamite Shire is currently completing the detailed design of the trail. Consultation
with landowners, agencies and the broader community will commence shortly.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Northern Victoria for her constituency question.
Passengers are already enjoying the benefits of significant investment in the Shepparton Line Upgrade, with
Stage 1 delivering 10 new weekly services to and from Shepparton. This was fast-tracked by almost
12 months to provide passengers with extra services sooner.
Work on Stage 2 is underway, which will provide the infrastructure required for VLocity trains to run to
Shepparton for the first time, improving service reliability and providing passengers with more comfortable
journeys.
Unlike the Liberal and Nationals who cut and shut regional public transport—the Andrews Labor
Government delivers on our commitments.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Northern Victoria Region for her question.
The Murray Basin Rail has already delivered benefits for farmers and the freight industry, with freight trains
returned to the Mildura and Murrayville to Ouyen lines with standard gauge access, and to the Maryborough
to Ararat line, which has been reopened after 15 years.
A revised business case for the Murray Basin Rail Project has now been completed and sent to the
Commonwealth Government.
The Victorian and Commonwealth governments will continue to work together to jointly agree on the next
steps for the project.
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We will also continue to work closely with the Rail Freight Working Group and other key stakeholders as
next steps are jointly progressed.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is currently finalising major repairs
to the sandbag seawall at Portsea front beach.
The repairs required were extensive and involved replacing most of the existing sandbag seawall with larger
sized sandbags. Works are expected to be completed in July 2020.
The repaired sandbag seawall, which was first installed in 2010, will continue to help protect the foreshore
against storm surge, waves, tides and wind.
DELWP also recently commissioned a geotechnical investigation of the Crown land east of the sandbag
seawall, which identified land instability and public safety risks.
The report canvassed a rockwall to the east of the current sandbag wall as an option for stabilisation of the
cliffs at that point of the beach. DELWP weighed the report’s recommendations against cost, effectiveness,
technical and mitigation strategies, and decided against this option.
To address public safety risks, the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council created a new beach access point
opposite Norfolk Drive and removed the old access stairs at the end of the sandbag seawall. These works
were funded equally between the council and the department.
DELWP does not have plans to install additional protective structures on Portsea Front Beach.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16 June 2020)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) has had close regulatory oversight of the landfill
located at 500 Sunbury Road Bulla. The site operators have been prevented from accepting waste at the site
since June 2018 and have been served with five infringement notices between 2016 and 2018. EPA’s
regulatory notices have focussed on risks associated with waste handling and long term placement of waste
within the landfill.
EPA issued a regulatory notice requiring the operator to remove all waste from the unlicensed area by 30 May
2020. The operator has now complied with the requirement. This waste is temporarily stored in a stockpile
on the landfill adjacent to Sunbury Road and will be disposed into a new landfill cell that is currently under
construction.
Because of the potential risks associated with the movement of waste containing asbestos, EPA required all
works to be overseen by occupational hygienists and for asbestos air monitoring to be undertaken at the site’s
boundaries to ensure the works were not impacting the community. This monitoring did not identify any
results above monitoring thresholds.
EPA undertakes regular inspections of the premises, and has engaged with the Country Fire Authority,
WorkSafe Victoria and Hume City Council in its regulation of the site.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing):
The West Gate Tunnel Project is a state significant infrastructure project, and the disposal of spoil from the
project must be managed appropriately. I acknowledge the concerns you have raised about the possible use
of the Maddingley Brown Coal site for this purpose and appreciate that there are environmental, social and
economic issues that require careful consideration.
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I have been requested to intervene in the approvals process for the Maddingley site under section 20(4) of the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. In considering this request, I will carefully consider all the relevant
environmental, social and economic issues, including the matters that you have raised, and I will take your
comments into account in deciding whether to amend the planning scheme.
I have consulted with Moorabool Shire Council under section 20(5) of the Act on the use of section 20(4) and
on the form and content of the amendment. All of the technical reports accompanying the planning scheme
amendment request were provided to the council to facilitate my consultation with the council.
The council’s views, including the feedback already provided by the council, will be considered in my
determination of this matter.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19):
The Country Fire Authority (CFA) is aware of the needs of the Strathbogie brigade raised by Ms Lovell and
is working with the brigade on these matters.
The CFA is endeavouring to upgrade and replace stations across Victoria in an equitable manner, using
funding available through the CFA base Capital Works Program. The Capital Works Program is informed by
CFA’s infrastructure priorities, which take into consideration district, regional and statewide requirements,
including community risk profiles and service delivery needs to ensure the best outcome for the State of
Victoria.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government is actively supporting communities, including those in East Gippsland, who are
affected by drought, bushfires and now the ongoing COVID-19 global pandemic. It is important to recognise
that recovery for these communities will take some time given the magnitude of these impacts.
In October 2019, the Victorian Government announced $31.6 million in targeted support for Victorian
farmers and rural communities affected by drought, including in Central and East Gippsland. This package
builds on the $50.154 million in targeted support announced in 2018-19. The delivery of drought support
continues with the provision of grants, technical assistance and mental health services.
In response to the summer bushfires, the Victorian Government responded swiftly to make support available
to affected primary producers, businesses and local communities and is working with the Commonwealth
Government to implement a range of support programs. We are staying connected to communities through
online collaboration tools to help Community Recovery Committees establish and get on with the task of
planning their recovery. This is in addition to the range of relief and assistance payments available, including
the recent extension of $10,000 Small Business Bushfire Support Grants to Wellington Shire (along with
Wangaratta, Mansfield and Indigo shires).
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Victorian Government is supporting people get back to work
through the $2.7 billion Building Works package, which will help our help our regional industries bounce
back. I also recently announced a $50 million Agriculture Workforce Plan. The Plan will support the
agriculture and food production sectors to meet their labour and operational needs. It will also support
employee relocation, accommodation expenses and short-term training.
These recovery services are supporting country communities through every step of recovery, they will
continue in various forms in the months ahead as COVID-19 restrictions are eased.
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Minister
for the Coordination of Environment, Land, Water and Planning: COVID-19):
The Victorian Government has affirmed its commitment to the Country Fire Authority (CFA) through the
fire services reforms. The CFA has been a key party to negotiations regarding the establishment of the new
fire agency Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV), including the implementation of the secondment model which is a
legislated mechanism made into law by the Parliament of Victoria. Ensuring that volunteers are supported as
they transition to Victoria’s new fire services model has been a priority in implementation up to and beyond
1 July 2020, and engagement with Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria has occurred throughout implementation.
The Acting CFA Chief Officer and the Fire Rescue Commissioner will work closely together to ensure the
safety and wellbeing of our firefighters, both volunteers and career staff, is maintained.
With regards to staffing levels, these have changed commensurate with the effect of all career firefighters
transferring to the new fire agency. The number of professional, technical and administrative staff that will
transfer from CFA to FRV to support the increased workforce reflects these changes and the resources
required to ensure that both agencies have the support they need under the new model. Through funding
provided through the Fire Services Statement and the Government’s recent announcement of $126 million
directly earmarked for CFA to support volunteers, CFA will continue to have the resources they need to
support regional communities.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (17 June 2020)
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke—Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Community Sport, Minister
for Youth):
The Victorian Government is proud to support and work with all multicultural communities, including in
north-east Victoria.
I am pleased to advise that I have approved a 12-month extension to the Strategic Partnerships Program, with
all existing partner organisations being offered funding extensions until 30 September 2021. This provides
certainty and allows organisations to continue providing services to the local communities they support.
This extension includes funding for both the Strategic Partnerships and the Strategic Engagement
Coordinators, in recognition of their important work providing tailored and flexible support that reflects the
needs of local multicultural communities. The extension of this program will provide $4.151 million in
support for multicultural communities across Victoria.
I understand that the lead partner organisation in Ovens Murray, the Wangaratta Rural City Council, has been
notified of this funding extension. I am pleased they will be able to continue delivering for their local
multicultural communities, along with partners including the North East Multicultural Association.
The Victorian Government is also providing $11.3 million over two years for a package of targeted support
for Victoria’s multicultural and faith communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. As part of this package,
the Victorian Government is supporting each Strategic Partnership region with flexible funding of $20,000
per annum (for two years) to respond to critical local needs during these challenging times. This will provide
an additional $440,000 in support for local communities through the Strategic Partnership program. This will
support local actions in Ovens Murray such as providing resources to support home schooling and
employment, providing relevant skills training for post-COVID-19 recovery as well as improved access to
health and community services.
This builds on the tremendous local efforts of the Strategic Partnerships over the past three years. For example,
the Wangaratta Rural City Council and North East Multicultural Association have been doing great work
providing driving lessons to members of different local communities, including the Indian, Chinese, Filipino,
Congolese and Nepalese. This has helped them access the services they need and seek employment
opportunities across the region.
I would like also to commend the North East Multicultural Association for the work they have done in
response to previous emergencies including fire and floods to the current COVID-19 pandemic in ensuring
multicultural communities have access to accurate and timely emergency, health and government
information.
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The Victorian Government recognises the critical role organisations like the North East Multicultural
Association play in supporting vulnerable multicultural communities.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
Quarries operate under strict regulatory safeguards to protect communities and the environment, which are
enforced by Earth Resources Regulation.
In response to community concerns, Earth Resources Regulation have undertaken an increased number of
inspections of the quarry in recent months. One issue of non‐compliance relating to truck movements was
identified and has been resolved. No issues have been identified with the operator’s blasting procedures. Earth
Resources Regulation have reviewed the air blast and ground vibration monitoring results from the last six
months of blasting at the site and all results were within the prescribed limits as specified in the licence
conditions.
Earth Resources Regulation officers also participated in the quarry operator’s latest Community Reference
Group meeting for the site on 24 June 2020 via video link to answer community enquiries about the
regulations and role of the regulator. The regulator is also working with the company to establish more
meetings to address community concerns.
Earth Resources Regulation officers will continue to inspect the site to ensure compliance and engage with
nearby residents about activities within the boundary of the quarry work authority. Other matters outside the
quarry boundaries, such as truck movements, can be referred to VicRoads and Knox City Council.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
In late 2019 Parks Victoria, the manager of the pier, placed load restrictions over Middle Brighton Pier when
it was discovered that a section of the pier may be structurally compromised, but pedestrian access was
maintained while additional assessments were carried out.
In April 2020, consulting engineers investigated the pier’s condition and on their recommendation, this
section of the pier was closed to all access.
The Victorian Government confirmed funding of $800,000 on 26 June 2020 to implement the repairs
identified in the engineering report. I am advised that works will be commenced later this year following a
public tender process and contractor scheduling.
Parks Victoria will continue to monitor the Pier and provide me with further advice for its management.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Minister for
the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for the Coordination of Transport: COVID-19):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan Region for his question.
On the West Gate Tunnel Project, project parties are working to find a long-term solution to manage soil
excavated from tunnelling.
EPA Victoria has confirmed from extensive testing of groundwater that levels of PFAS in the soil from the
West Gate Tunnel are expected to be low and at levels that would be safe for the community, with the
appropriate controls in place.
PFAS chemicals are common in construction projects and present no risk to the community if managed
appropriately. The Member would be more familiar with this had his party, when last in government, actually
bothered to build something.
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No storage site will be chosen without a thorough consideration of environmental, health and community
issues through planning and environmental approval processes. This includes approvals from the Department
of the Environment, Land, Water and Planning and Victoria’s Environment Protection Authority (EPA).
Anyone who wishes to read more about soil management on the West Gate Tunnel Project can find the latest
information published on the project’s website, including links provided by the proponents of possible storage
sites.
They may find this information significantly more useful than the misleading, deceptive, fear-mongering
material ostensibly authored by Mr Finn that has been distributed via people’s letterboxes recently.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong—Minister for Prevention of Family Violence, Minister for Women,
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
I thank the Member for Northern Victoria for his question. The organisers of the Mallee Rally met with Lake
Tyrrell’s Traditional Owners earlier this year to discuss the impacts of the rally on Aboriginal cultural heritage
values.
It was determined that the impacts caused by the Mallee Rally to significant cultural heritage could not be
managed and the Mallee Rally organisers were informed that it was unlikely a cultural heritage permit to
allow that harm to occur would be issued.
As members of the local community, this is a not a decision the Traditional Owners will have come to lightly.
I am not able, nor would I wish, to overrule the Traditional Owners. Should the race organisers wish to make
a formal application for a cultural heritage permit to Aboriginal Victoria and Barengi Gadjin Land Council,
they are free to do so, and it would need to be considered on its merits.
I know that the organisers and the Victorian Government are working hard to support the Sea Lake
community, and I thank the Member for acknowledging the efforts this government has made. I look forward
to the completion of Lake Tyrrell’s Conservation Management Plan, and a sustainable plan for the ongoing
use of Lake Tyrrell for future generations.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke—Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Community Sport, Minister
for Youth):
I refer to your constituency question regarding funding to assist the Box Hill Athletic Club to upgrade its
facilities. This question has been referred to me in my capacity as Minister for Community Sport.
Providing high quality community sport and recreation infrastructure is a key aim of the Victorian
Government and is integral to the health and well-being of all Victorians. The Victorian Government has
invested more than $915 million into community sport infrastructure since 2014, including through the
recently announced Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program.
I have asked representatives from Sport and Recreation Victoria to meet with the Box Hill Athletic Club to
discuss their facilities and the proposed upgrades. I also encourage the Box Hill Athletic Club to contact
Whitehorse City Council to develop a proposal that may be put forward for future funding programs.
Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Victorian Government notes that some industry stakeholders have proposed the temporary suspension of
certain obligations under Regulation 7 of the Retirement Villages (Contractual Arrangements) Regulations
2017 relating to aged care payments.
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Provisions in the current Regulations allow a retirement village owner to apply to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal for an order to pay an aged care provider a daily accommodation payment if they
believe that payment of a lump sum refundable accommodation deposit may cause undue hardship.
The existing mechanism under Regulation 7(5) allows village owners’ requests to be considered on a caseby-case basis, and ensures that residents’ interest are also taken into account.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
The duplication of the Princes Highway West between Geelong and Colac was completed in December 2019,
resulting in a much safer and faster journey for the thousands of people that travel along that road each day.
Following recent crashes at the new roundabout, a road safety audit was undertaken with recommendations
currently being considered by Major Road Projects Victoria. The crashes at the roundabout have occurred
while temporary lower speed limits and temporary street lighting have been in place. The circumstances
leading to the recent crashes are unclear at this time, however, the Department of Transport will liaise with
Victoria Police to understand the outcomes of their investigations and determine if any adjustments to signing
and linemarking can be undertaken.
Lower speed limits will remain in place until permanent streetlighting at the roundabout is commissioned by
Powercor.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety):
The Andrews Labor Government stepped in and provided funding to keep The Overland running after the
South Australian Government cut its funding to the service at the end of 2018.
Journey Beyond, the operator of The Overland, suspended the service after 24 March 2020 following the
South Australian Government’s decision to close its state borders.
On 1 July 2020, the Andrews Labor Government announced it will enter into a new three‐year agreement to
fund this historic service, which has been running since 1887 and is used by 20,000 people per year.
Currently, Journey Beyond anticipate that the service will be restored once the South Australian border re‐
opens.
The train will run twice a week in each direction and will continue to stop at Geelong’s North Shore station,
Ararat, Stawell, Horsham, Dimboola, Nhill, Bordertown and Murray Bridge.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18 June 2020)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation, Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Under the reinstated Stage 3 Stay at Home restrictions that apply to metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell
Shire, sailing is a permitted activity with the following restrictions:
•

If you live in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire, you can go fishing and boating within
metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire with one other person or with your household.

•

You cannot travel outside of metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire to go boating and fishing.

•

For people who live outside of metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire, existing restrictions
still apply–but people cannot travel into metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire to go sailing.

It’s critical that people maintain social distancing—keep 1.5 metres between yourself and others on land and
on-board vessels, and practice good hygiene.
As always, the Victorian Government asks that people should only leave home if they really need to. We are
all being asked to make sacrifices in order to save lives.
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Written responses to questions without notice
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period shown.

19 June to 4 August 2020
COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLE INDUSTRY
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (4 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
The Government is committed to ensuring a safe and profitable rideshare industry. This includes supporting
Victorian Government departments to utilise Australian registered services.
The Government’s reform of the commercial passenger vehicle industry has provided greater choice for all
consumers and significantly reduced wait times while supporting local jobs, with more than 100,000 accredited
drivers in the industry last year.

INDIGENOUS JUSTICE OUTCOMES
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (16 June 2020)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services,
Minister for the Coordination of Health and Human Services: COVID-19):
I am advised that:
Across Australia, rates of Aboriginal over-representation in the justice system are unacceptable—which is
why reducing those rates is now a key priority of the National Cabinet.
Our focus has always been on listening to Aboriginal Victorians and taking an approach that is focused on
self-determination.
We also know there can be no true reconciliation without Treaty and we are also working in partnership with
the Aboriginal Victorian community—through the First Peoples’ Assembly—to progress this.
The Victorian Budget 2018/19 invested $40.3 million to implement the fourth and current phase of the
Aboriginal Justice Agreement Phase 4.
Working in partnership with community, the agreement will implement culturally responsive initiatives to
support the rehabilitation of Aboriginal offenders and prisoners.
Initiatives to be implemented under the agreement include:
•

building and strengthening support to help Aboriginal people comply with the conditions of CCOs

•

improving access to culturally safe mental health services for Aboriginal people serving CCOs or
on parole with mental health treatment conditions

•

strengthening pre- and post-release cultural supports for Aboriginal people in prison, including an
Elders Mentoring Program

•

delivering an employment service to Aboriginal people in prison

•

supporting and expanding the Statewide Indigenous Arts in Prison and Community Program
delivered by The Torch.

In our latest budget, we allocated almost $20 million over four years to reduce the incarceration of women,
with a particular focus on Aboriginal women.
This includes more than $2 million to provide wrap around legal and non-legal services to Aboriginal women,
contribute to the Aboriginal Women’s Transitional Housing Program and for a feasibility study for a
culturally responsive residential diversion program.
Victoria was the first jurisdiction to set a Closing the Gap target for rates of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people under justice supervision by 2031.
We also made a significant commitment last year to decriminalise public drunkenness, and have committed
to introducing a legislated spent convictions scheme.
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The Victorian Government invested $28.8 million in 2019/20 to deliver Dhelk Dja: Safe Our Way, Victoria’s
Aboriginal-led family violence agreement that commits government, Aboriginal communities and Aboriginal
services to work together to ensure that Aboriginal families and communities are stronger, safer, thriving and
living free from family violence.
This investment builds on the 2018-19 budget allocation of $13.5 million over four years for the Aboriginal
10 Year Family Violence Agreement to support and develop a strong, Aboriginal-led family violence
prevention and response sector.
To respond to the COVID-19 pandemic the Victorian Government has also announced the provision of a
family violence funding package of $20.2 million over two years.
This funding is being allocated to family violence and sexual assault services across the state, including
$2.2 million over two years to 21 Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations.
This funding will support additional case management, brokerage and ICT support to sustain business
continuity in these challenging times.

COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLES VICTORIA
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (17 June 2020)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business):
Substantive Question:
The Government takes all criminal activity seriously. The regulator of the commercial passenger vehicle
industry, Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria (CPVV), supports Victoria Police with their criminal
investigations by conducting downloads of camera footage that may provide evidence in relation to criminal
offences.
CPVV receives a high volume of requests from Victoria Police and there is an agreed process for categorising
and prioritising requests. Matters that impact safety in the provision of commercial passenger vehicle services
and violent criminal offences are given the highest priority. CPVV understands that the incident Mr Barton
has referred to relates to the use of a stolen credit card to pay for a $21 fare.
CPVV and Victoria Police regularly work together in identifying and preventing criminal activity within the
Victorian Community and the commercial passenger vehicle industry. Every investigation is unique and
CPVV responds to Victoria Police requests in collaboration with the investigating Police member.
Supplementary Question:
Commercial passenger vehicles are an essential part of Victoria’s public transport system and the Government
is committed to creating an industry that is safe for all participants and passengers.
CPVV regularly works with the industry to identify and facilitate opportunities for improved safety
performance and welcomes providers of innovative security camera technology to apply to CPVV for
approval to use those cameras in commercial passenger vehicles.
Victoria already has an approved camera system that enables remote access to footage and the current
Victorian security camera specification, which was released in July 2018, is a forward-looking specification
that has been used as the basis for camera specifications in other Australian jurisdictions.
CPVV is aware that some vehicles continue to use older security cameras. While it is possible to withdraw
approval for these older cameras, CPVV is acutely aware of the cost burden camera upgrades may impose on
industry particularly in the current COVID-19 environment. This cost burden is particularly acute in regional
areas where cameras are not mandatory and their use is a business decision.
CPVV is currently examining opportunities to broaden the authority to download camera footage to other
entities, such as Victoria Police and industry participants, which aligns with the approach taken in other
Australian states. This will provide greater flexibility to assist Victoria Police in investigating criminal
incidents in regional Victoria.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
The rights and welfare of international students is of paramount importance to the Victorian Government.
Victoria is the only state in Australia that offers its international students a dedicated 24‐hour welfare and
support service through the Victorian Government’s Study Melbourne Student Centre.
The Centre provides free, multi‐lingual support, and liaison with community and other services as required.
Since 2016, the Victorian Government has supported interventions to address workplace exploitation
concerns. The International Work Rights Legal Service at the Study Melbourne Student Centre provides free
legal advice to students to help them understand and protect their work rights.
The Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions has not provided any funding to the Migrant Workers Centre
related to international students.

SECURITY INDUSTRY
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2020)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
In October 2018, the Premier, The Hon. Daniel Andrews, announced the Victorian Government would
conduct a review of the private security industry. The aim of the Review is to raise industry standards, improve
safety of employees and the community and ensure workers are paid properly and fairly.
The review commenced in January 2020 and is closely looking at the current licencing and regulatory
framework, the operation of the Private Security Act 2004 and its associated regulations.
I am pleased to announce that an issues paper has been published for consultation and is available from the
Engage Victoria website at: https://engage.vic.gov.au/private-security-review-2020.
The issues paper was developed in consultation with stakeholders, such as the Victorian Security Industry
Advisory Council, Victoria Police Licensing and Regulation Division (LRD), the United Workers Union and
other industry representatives. LRD is a key body in private security in Victoria and the Issues Paper
specifically addresses enforcement activities.
I would encourage you to raise specific concerns regarding perceived misconduct by individuals currently
involved in the private security industry in Victoria directly with Victoria Police.

WHITTLESEA CITY COUNCIL
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (18 June 2020)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resources):
In December 2018, the former Minister for Local Government acted on a recommendation from the Chief
Municipal Inspector to appoint an independent municipal monitor to assess and report on governance at the
Whittlesea City Council.
The municipal monitor found serious dysfunction at the council and recommended its dismissal and the
appointment of administrators until October 2024.
Based on the advice from the municipal monitor, the government introduced a Bill to dismiss the council.
The Parliament then dismissed the council until October 2024 with the passage of the Local Government
(Whittlesea City Council) Act 2020.
A panel of administrators has been appointed to ensure good governance is restored at the council prior to
elections in October 2024.
The government remains satisfied that the decisions regarding governance intervention at the council were
warranted as they were based on the independent advice of integrity bodies.
As such, there is no intention to review those decisions or bring forward the election date for the council.

