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Wednesday, 5 February 2020
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 9.35 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (09:36): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in events or proceedings of the Parliament.
Condolences
BUSHFIRES
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:36): I move:
That this house:
(1) extends its condolences to the families and loved ones of the five people lost in Victoria’s recent
bushfires;
(2) further extends its condolences to the families and loved ones of the people recently lost in the New
South Wales, South Australia and ACT fires;
(3) notes the far-reaching impact on communities, wildlife and the natural environment;
(4) praises the courage and commitment of all firefighters, emergency services personnel and first
responders in protecting our state;
(5) shows its gratitude to the community members and organisations who have helped in this great time of
need;
(6) thanks the national and international community for their support; and
(7) vows to stand with all individuals and communities who were, and continue to be, affected by the
bushfires as they rebuild and recover.

I certainly want to acknowledge on behalf of the government the significant emergency that our
community has fought and dealt with over the last few months and the dire circumstances that have
been writ large across the natural environment not only in Victoria but also in New South Wales,
causing great devastation to the landscape and putting the lives of humans and the lives of animals and
biodiversity at risk. Unfortunately, as we have seen in this state previously, a number of our citizens
have died in fighting those fires or as a consequence of those fires.
President, you know and I know and the chamber knows that that it is a tragedy. Any life that is lost,
any devastation that is writ across the landscape is a tragedy. Hopefully our community can rise
together to overcome that adversity and stay strong together as we recover and rebuild and support
one another at this time of grieving and loss when there are still fires burning to this very day not only
in Victoria but across south-eastern Australia.
Indeed fires of this order of magnitude cumulatively we have not seen, I think, ever but certainly not
in the last decade after a decade of major fires across the Victorian landscape. The area of devastation
is larger, cumulatively with New South Wales, than we have ever seen before. This has been
recognised internationally as a dire circumstance for this nation and a difficulty that is evident to the
global community, such is the scale of this tragedy. We are grateful for not only the support and actions
of people from Victoria, indeed across Australia, but also the international support that we have
garnered in relation to fighting these circumstances.
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Of course I want to pay my respects to the five Victorians who lost their lives in these bushfires. Three
of those who lost their lives were working on behalf of the people of Victoria in terms of trying to
keep our communities safe, and their loss is felt most deeply amongst the fire and emergency services
community. I want to pay my respects to those firefighters: David Moresi, Bill Slade and Mat
Kavanagh. They paid the ultimate sacrifice defending and protecting our state from these devastating
fires.
David was working with heavy machinery operations, supporting the establishment of important
control lines as part of the firefighting efforts. He was a highly valued member of Forest Fire
Management Victoria’s fire suppression team. He was a knowledgeable bushman and had worked in
Gippsland for many years. The local community say that David was a great neighbour, a great friend
and a great workmate. They describe his giving nature and strong commitment to his family and the
wider community. They knew him to always go out of his way to help other people, giving his time
to assist both his local community and communities in need overseas.
Mat Kavanagh was a dedicated family man who joined Forest Fire Management Victoria in 2007 as
a project firefighter based in Alexandra. Mat worked as a natural environment program officer and
was known as a passionate protector of the environment, particularly greater gliders, and for his love
of fly fishing. A funny, much-loved and respected team member, Mat always took advantage of the
chance to learn more, and his friendliness and welcoming nature was familiar to all. He leaves behind
his partner, Jude, and two children, Reuben and Kate.
Bill Slade will be remembered as a loving husband to wife Carol and a doting father to his children,
Ethan and Steph, and a ripper bloke to his work colleagues in the Wonthaggi community. Bill was a
veteran of Parks Victoria, with more than 40 years experience. He certainly was an experienced
firefighter, known for his passion and his mentoring of younger firefighters. He always shared his
skills, good humour and his unswerving commitment to safety.
Theirs is a tragic loss, and the firefighting community in Victoria have gathered around one another
to support one another at this time and the families of those firefighters and their loved ones.
Two other people in Victoria have also died. Mick Roberts, who was a cattleman from Buchan, had
lived in that community for 17 years and was described again as a witty, dry-humoured character in
the local community. Sometimes these communities feel very isolated, and they feel isolated at this
time. Certainly the circumstances of Mick Roberts’s death demonstrated his degree of isolation, which
has been a feature of these fires in terms of our ability to keep people who live in isolated areas safe.
Certainly Mick Roberts’s death in the Buchan community is felt deeply, and we send our condolences
to his relations.
Fred Becker, whose family established the Maramingo mill, north of Mallacoota, east of Genoa, had
been in that community for the best part of 100 years. Indeed he and his brother had run that mill over
a long period of time. He died from what is suspected to have been a heart attack as he was fighting
the fire to protect his home.
I certainly understand, the government understands, that many people in our community over the years
have wanted to protect their home at all costs, and that continues to be the case. No-one wants to lose
their home with impending emergency and risk, but what has been shown through these fires is that
advice for people not to put their own lives at risk in saving their homes has been a lesson that was
certainly sorely learned on Black Saturday and continues to be the advice of emergency response and
guidance. The Victorian government and the emergency services had provided advice for people to
leave their homes and keep themselves and their loved ones safe. It will need to be a continuing
message and something that we reflect on—the appropriate way to keep our communities safe in the
future. On behalf of the Victorian government I express our sincere sorrow for the loss of those two
Victorian members of our community.
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Certainly the fires that we have experienced over the last few months have been burning, and in fact
the fire season commenced, early. We perhaps were not as a Victorian community as focused on it as
with other parts of Australia—the New South Wales fires took great prominence for a much longer
period of time—until the Christmas-New Year period in Victoria, when there was a rapid escalation
of an outbreak of fires. More than 693 fires have been fought in this fire season, covering over
1.5 million hectares across the Victorian landscape.
We saw before that many fires that actually commenced from July last year because of the dry nature
of the landscape, and most of those fires were put out well and truly before they took hold and were
well established. But for those in our community—and again, I do not want to pre-empt our
consideration of fuel reduction or other appropriate preventative treatments—I think it is very
important for us to actually understand that there has been a cumulative effort in not only fuel reduction
burning but in fact fire responses. The fires that are actually put out within the Victorian landscape
within any year cumulatively with the area that has been burnt previously mean that quite a significant
proportion of the public land estate has been burnt. As a combination of either natural disasters or fuel
reduction burning, more than 25 per cent of the public land estate has been subject to burning in the
last decade.
Most fires, fortunately, are able to be responded to quickly and put out without loss of life. This has
not been the case in the last month. We have seen 2800 Forest Fire Management Victoria staff with
fire and emergency roles respond to those fires; 652 additional project firefighters have been employed
to support high bushfire risk areas in Gippsland, Hume and the Mallee regions. We have actually
supported that effort with 498 ultralight tankers and 107 heavy tankers, which were ready to be utilised
over this fire season. We have had 53 first-attack bulldozers and a further 143 bulldozers,
63 excavators and 164 floats available under contract for firefighting. We have used 50 base fleet
aircraft under contract and a further 100 have been available under the call-when-needed
arrangements.
The contracts for the first firebombing aircraft started on 6 November, so the firefighting effort has
actually been maintained over a long period of time. Indeed a few minutes ago I was referring to the
firefighting effort: during 2018–19, 94 per cent of more than 2000 bushfires recorded were contained
within 5 hectares. So in terms of the firefighting capability in Victoria and the resources that are
dedicated to this task, the resources and the human contribution are enormous. The community, I
understand, feels distressed and concerned, but the human, financial and logistical resources that have
been dedicated to this emergency response have been enormous.
We have also been supported by 212 international and interstate personnel and over 30 aircraft. We
have been supported by the Australian Defence Force in Victoria and by firefighters from other states
in Australia. We have had defence force personnel from New Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Japan
and Singapore. There has been an extraordinary response from the global community in relation to the
dire nature of concerns in the Victorian community.
We have also seen a remarkable contribution made by volunteers yet again—volunteers through the
CFA, timber workers, people in regional communities who have actually applied themselves and
emergency response workers, and the NGO sector and the community voluntary sector have been
mobilised to support one another, as have the SES. Thousands of individuals have supported this effort
over the last few months. Indeed in the last year we have had over 19 000 operational volunteers within
the CFA providing an emergency response, which is the highest recorded operational activation of
volunteer effort that the CFA has had. The previous record was 17 000 volunteers within a year; this
year we have seen 19 000. There is some conjecture in the community about the degree of operational
volunteer activity within the CFA, but this year 34 380 operational volunteers have been available to
the Victorian community to provide that support. They have responded to over 47 000 incidents,
including structure fires, bushfires and emergency fire events. And, as I said, 19 000 of them have
been actively called out and have contributed to our firefighting effort.
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The Victorian government appreciates that effort. We applaud that effort. We have actually
demonstrated a number of tangible ways in which we have supported that effort. Indeed if you have a
look at the CFA budget, during the life of this government it has increased significantly from what we
inherited. The budget that we inherited was $453 million to the CFA, and in the last budget it was
$630 million—a significant increase in the amount of support that has been provided to the CFA and
to volunteers.
As part of the investment the government has made there have been significant investments in
volunteer training and capability, including technology upgrades; upgrades to CFA buildings;
volunteer sustainability programs; workplace or occupational health and safety, particularly new
helmets and equipment; and purchases of new vehicles. I have the dollar figures that are apportioned
to all of those, but cumulatively let it be known that $100 million in total for those initiatives beyond
the $630 million recurrent funding that is provided to CFA has been provided by the government
during the last year.
The government does recognise those who have gone beyond the call of duty—our professional
firefighters, our seasonal firefighters, our emergency responders, our volunteers and members of our
community who have responded at a time of crisis and participated in this response. It has been an
extraordinary effort of thousands and thousands of members of our community, and we thank every
single one of them, whether it was a big or small contribution that they made to that effort to keep our
community safe, to respond to the community at a time of crisis, to respond to loss. It has been a
mighty effort. The government gives thanks for every single contribution that has been made by
corporations, by community organisations and most particularly by ordinary families and individuals
who have actually undertaken that task on our collective behalf.
There has been devastation across the landscape. There will be a number of people who will make
significant contributions, I am certain, to this discussion today about the loss of biodiversity and
wildlife and the devastation that has been writ large across the landscape. In fact the government has
serious concerns—and I am sure members of the community have serious concerns—about what
might be irreversible changes in ecosystems as a consequence of these fires, such is their intensity and
their dimension across the landscape. We believe that more than half of the habitat of over 170 state
rare or threatened species has been impacted, and that has been very prominent in this public
commentary about habitat, such as a loss of significant habitat for the greater glider. But it is not the
only species by any shape or form that has been impacted by this devastation. Brush-tailed rockwallabies and Victoria’s most endangered mammal, the long-footed potoroo, and the large brown tree
frog are at greatest risk. We understand that warm temperate forests and alpine ash forests have been
severely affected.
We do have a significant plan in terms of what had been done to protect biodiversity that we will still
need to take account of across Victoria. We actually understand the significance of having a response,
evaluation and assessment of those risks. We understand that there is a need to try to keep our wildlife
alive. Members of our community may have noticed on their nightly news that some inventive ways
have actually been found to try and get nourishment to threatened species across the landscape, such
as dropping pellets and vegetable products from air equipment to make sure that some sustaining
nourishment is given to that wildlife in those devastated communities.
We have allocated $17.5 million to the bushfire biodiversity response and recovery program. We have
mobilised wildlife triage units and wildlife assessment teams, and they will prepare reports. We believe
there will be something in the order of 4500 species that have been affected with the habitat that has
been damaged, if not destroyed, through these fires. We recognise the significant undertaking that will
be needed to be taken by this government, hopefully in partnership with the federal government, in
relation to addressing biodiversity risk and loss and the restoration and recovery program for wildlife.
For those members of our community who do provide support to wildlife, there is availability of $1000
for caring support for wildlife for individuals who do provide that immediate care to keep wildlife
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alive. I think it is appropriate in terms of the dimensions of the impact on the landscape for me to
identify that, to call that out and to make sure that all members of the community understand that that
is an important priority for the government.
The major focus of the government has been on the emergency response and the recovery effort in
relation to human life, communities and keeping communities safe and on supporting the rebuilding
of people’s lives, those who have lost their homes. Somewhere in the order of 400 homes have been
lost, and a number of businesses certainly have been, if not destroyed, very seriously adversely
affected. The Victorian government very early in January established Bushfire Recovery Victoria,
which was our strategic response to run in parallel with our emergency response to deal with the
recovery program that will be enduring over a long period of time.
The government also took action to support businesses, landholders and members of our community
who would be affected by these fires and the dislocation that occurred in their lives. Part of that
recovery and that support is a $64 million Bushfire Recovery Victoria tax relief package. It provides
immediate regional payroll tax relief in the state-of-disaster areas so that regional employers will only
pay 25 per cent of the metropolitan rate and get a 50 per cent concession on stamp duty for eligible
properties, allowing businesses to relocate, expand or move into fire-affected areas. Water rates have
been waived for 12 months for all homes or businesses destroyed or significantly damaged by fire,
and rebates will be provided for customers affected by interruptions to their water supply.
There is $500 000 for grants to regional industry groups and chambers of commerce to facilitate vital
network events, tourism opportunities and business partnerships. There is support for the wine industry
and support for small business, with small business advisers being stationed at recovery centres. There
is a $10 million Council Assistance Fund for local governments to access funding for people who have
damaged or destroyed property, support for businesses subject to annual charges or permits or to waive
other fees and charges, and administrative fees associated with VicRoads registration and refunds for
vehicles that have been damaged or destroyed have been waived.
Other initiatives that the Victorian government has embarked upon are grants in terms of tourism to
drive greater tourism opportunities in the north-east and to assist Destination Gippsland with their
immediate recovery efforts. Visit Victoria has instigated a marketing campaign to attract domestic and
international visitors to support regional Victoria. The Business and Sport for Bushfire Recovery
initiative has seen more than 150 businesses and sporting organisations already pledge to hold
multiday stays in bushfire-affected areas over the next six to 18 months.
There has been over $14 million allocated to the Victorian bushfires case support program, which
provides support coordinators for people in accessing grants and government services, and there is a
$75 million bushfire clean-up program administered by Bushfire Recovery Victoria which covers
demolition and disposal of buildings destroyed or damaged beyond repair by this season’s bushfires.
There is rural finance counselling expansion support that is provided to communities. Community
recovery committees have been established; they will be driving local recovery plans that reflect their
needs. There is up to $2100 in ex gratia relief from the duty on up to two replacement vehicles. The
State Revenue Office has suspended land tax assessments in affected areas and will continue to support
businesses in fire-affected areas. There is ex gratia relief for this year’s land tax assessment, and land
tax will also be waived on eligible properties being used to provide free accommodation for people
who need it.
As the community can understand, that sounds like a list of appropriate, compassionate and forwardthinking support for individuals and businesses to underpin the recovery effort. The Victorian
government was pleased to take all of those actions and all of those decisions and to enact them
immediately, but we are also very grateful for the partnership that we have formed with the
commonwealth government. It is not always that the Victorian government can call out a partnership
with the commonwealth government, and I am very pleased that we have seen a great, coordinated
response and a complementary response that takes some time to actually work its way through to take
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full effect but in fact is something that the Victorian government is very dedicated to doing, and the
complementarity of initiatives that come from the commonwealth will be appreciated by communities
now and into the future.
In terms of that partnership with the commonwealth, we did see a remarkable response from the
Australian Defence Force that worked with our emergency responders from the beginning of January.
We saw their assistance, with our emergency personnel, to relocate 65 000 people from across the
landscape. We have seen people evacuated in very dramatic terms from Mallacoota and Omeo.
Mallacoota, because of the Dunkirk nature of the evacuation, will be remembered forever in those
terms. I do not want to make that sound flippant. The people who were involved in that evacuation
will see it; it will be in their memories, scarring their memories, for a very long period of time. Just as
Dunkirk is famous for that same entrapment—the vulnerability, the desperation of getting to a safe
place—that is what happened in Victoria at the beginning of January this year, and the ADF helped us
with that. More than 1000 ADF personnel were deployed and, additional to that, 153 defence
personnel from Fiji, Japan, Singapore and Papua New Guinea.
I just want to call out a moment of relief. One of the most remarkable social media items that I have
actually seen was the inspirational singing by the defence force from Fiji, who joined Andrew Crisp
on the fireground in East Gippsland to inspire us with their glorious singing. It was a glorious
indication of the way in which support can take many, many forms, and that support will actually be
quite memorable for all of those who heard that glorious singing and that degree of solidarity that was
demonstrated at that point in time.
At about the same time as Victoria established Bushfire Recovery Victoria the commonwealth set up
an agency, the National Bushfire Recovery Agency. Hopefully we will work in a very complementary
and coordinated fashion, and in fact to try to support that the commonwealth have put an officer from
that agency within Bushfire Recovery Victoria. The commonwealth government across Australia have
identified $2 billion of relief over the next two calendar years to support the recovery effort. They have
also provided emergency wildlife and habitat recovery programs, support for local government,
mental health services deployment, farming business grants of $75 000, additional rural finance
counsellors, immediate needs vouchers and financial counsellors, bushfire-related health research,
small business financial support, a tourism rebuilding program, bushfire-related health research—
complementary supportive activity that we welcome from the commonwealth government in terms of
its impact upon the Victorian community, and hopefully our cumulative efforts and coordinated efforts
will make a real and lasting difference in terms of the pathway to recovery. Already we have seen
more than 14 000 people obtain financial assistance grants in Hume and in Gippsland, totalling more
than $14 million. But there is a lot more that is going to come; there is a lot more work that we need
to do.
Like many members of the community, and particularly with my ministerial responsibility, I was
concerned about the impact on Aboriginal heritage and Aboriginal communities in terms of the impact
of these fires on communities. For instance, I was very concerned, nowhere near as much as the people
who were living at Lake Tyers felt at the time, about their vulnerability. They were stoic. In the first
instance they were a bit reticent to go—the first occasion. But on the second and third occasions they
were less reticent. They concentrated on keeping themselves safe. But they were vulnerable, just as
other members of the Gippsland community were vulnerable, as other members of the north-east were
vulnerable.
In the south-west I heard the devastating news that over 6000 hectares of the Budj Bim National Park
had been subjected to burning. That potentially could have been devastating given the 6000 or
7000 years of history of manipulation of the landscape in terms of the eel traps and the water system
of the Budj Bim landscape that had in the last 12 months been recognised with World Heritage status.
Six months later it could have gone. But in fact what we have seen is that it has led to a discovery. It
has led to a discovery of an even broader range of manipulation and use of the landscape, so out of
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that adversity, out of that terror, there may be a sliver of good news that we can build on, and this
world heritage site can become better known into the future.
When I use the word ‘terror’ and the potential terror in that example, which was not lived out, many
members of our community have been subjected to terror. Many people have actually been affected
by the trauma of the risk to their own lives and the devastation of loss, not only necessarily their own
family loss but a general loss across the scale of wildlife, biodiversity and the environment. For
members of your community who have been impacted by this the trauma may not necessarily be
caused by personal experience, but it may well be.
There needs to be ongoing reach out for mental health services and support to members of our
community, and the Victorian government understands this. We have allocated $86 million for the
Victorian bushfires community recovery package, which includes community recovery and resilience
grants; $10 million for mental health programs to boost mental health services and support people
impacted by fire, including emergency services personnel; $14 million for a bushfire case support
program, which will see support coordinators be a single point of contact for people who need them,
working with local residents to link them directly with vital support such as information, advice,
mental health support or financial counselling; a further $4 million to boost mental health support for
government and non-government schools, including additional psychologists and social workers; and
a further $3.8 million to establish a trauma recovery team to provide trauma response support to
affected schools and kindergarten services. These investments build on what I have already indicated
was a commonwealth investment of $76 million nationally for a mental health package.
Members of our community may be well aware of the important role that Dr Rob Gordon played at
the time of the Black Saturday bushfires. He is a pre-eminent clinical psychologist and has many,
many years of experience dealing with trauma and the response required by a community. He has been
available to support Bushfire Recovery Victoria chair Ken Lay in his important ambassadorial work.
Dr Gordon’s role is not only ambassadorial but creates a space, a listening space. He is an honest,
decent, open man who will listen to the trauma and the experience of our community, factor that into
the work of bushfire recovery and be well advised in relation to the trauma and associated stress that
our citizens may be experiencing.
Mental health will be a major feature of our ongoing desire to keep our community safe and resilient
and recover from the dimensions of this trauma. We are also as a government very concerned to make
sure that we do evaluate appropriately not only the degree of preparation, not only the degree of
resources, not only our firefighting effort, but circumstances that have led to these fires—the global
dimensions of it, the local dimensions of it, what actions can be taken in the landscape and what actions
can be taken by our citizens to stay safe in the future.
We instituted in mid-January a review into these matters by, in our view, the appropriate body to deal
with it, the inspector-general for emergency management. The individual, Tony Pearce, the
government has great confidence in. The previous government had great confidence in him because
Tony Pearce was appointed by the then emergency services minister, Kim Wells, to that role. We
continue to have confidence in his ability to review the various operational preparations for resilience
in our firefighting effort and resilience in the community and make recommendations about what
lessons could or should be learned from what has led to these fires and the preparation that was
associated with them.
The government continues to support that work. It believes that work is appropriate. It believes that
with the commonwealth government flagging that it is having a royal commission, with the memory
that in the last Victorian Parliament on three separate occasions there was a consideration of bushfire
preparation—that was considered by the Parliament in the last term, and there was nothing from my
memory that came out of the consideration of those three inquiries that would have led to a concern
or would warrant—
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Mr Davis: That’s not right.
Mr JENNINGS: Well, you might express that. I am expressing my view about it. I just think that
in light of the independent assessment that has been made in Victoria, in light of a federal royal
commission in relation to it, in light of three reports that have been undertaken by the Parliament in its
last term, you may ask yourself: what is the value of yet another consideration by the Victorian
Parliament ahead of or in parallel with or potentially contaminating those matters?
Mr Davis interjected.
Mr JENNINGS: I would not even have talked about it for as long as I have done, Mr Davis, if you
had not interjected.
The last item that I actually want to talk about is the generosity of Victorian citizens who have
responded not only to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal but to other bushfire appeals and the charities
that have actually run appeals across Victoria and across Australia. There has been quite a remarkable
response from individuals. More than $25 million has been already provided by Victorian citizens to
the bushfire appeal that has been established by the Victorian government. We thank the independent
panel that administers that fund, which includes Pat McNamara, a former coalition member and a
former Minister for Police and Emergency Services in a coalition government, who chairs that appeal
fund. It will be making decisions about the way in which those funds will be most appropriately
allocated to support the recovery efforts of Victorian citizens. But there are many, many members of
our community in Victoria and across the country who have responded to appeals, and we thank them.
The donations in kind have probably exceeded the financial contribution that has been made, but the
financial contribution is enormous.
I think the cumulative demonstration of my very lengthy contribution—I acknowledge that—is
because the dimensions of this are very deep, they are very broad, they are very important for all of
our community. They are important for our community in Victoria and across Australia. Indeed the
events that have taken place in our state over the last two months are on a global scale of significance
in relation to an emergency and devastation, and the Victorian government’s response has been that
we have worked with all of the individuals that I have called out and that I have thanked in my
contribution today. We have tried to leave no stone unturned in relation to that emergency response to
keep our communities safe and to put the various elements in place for our community to recover.
I hope that is the spirit by which this Parliament acts today and in the days to come to support that. We
have a role to give encouragement, to give support, to give guidance to our community at the time
when they need support. That is what the Victorian government has tried to do. We are glad that we
have got partners at the commonwealth level. We are glad we have got partners at the local government
level. All of our agencies have been mobilised, and we thank them for that effort. The government
will stay vigilant in relation to the importance of bushfire recovery. We have got to get these fires out.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:19): I am pleased to join this
motion and make a contribution to this. I will make a modest contribution because I am particularly
aware that a number of members of our chamber have local communities that have been directly
affected and that they will give a perspective from the view of their local communities.
This is an important motion, and I do not intend to cover all of the ground that Mr Jennings has covered
but I do intend to just make some important reflections on what has occurred. Nobody can be but
moved by what has occurred with so many families, with the evacuations and with the untimely and
tragic deaths of five people in Victoria. Indeed in the other states—in South Australia and in New
South Wales—the impact of the fires has also been very significant, and our community as a whole is
very aware of the fact that we are Australians and we are concerned not only with our own state but
with our fellow Australians in other states too.
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There have been very far reaching impacts, and the scale of these fires has been great. The area burnt
is the second-greatest in size, exceeded in scale only in 1939 in terms of the actual number of hectares
or acres burnt. It is true that the death toll that has occurred in this case is much less than what we saw
in 2009, and a number of us who are in the chamber remember the condolence motion at that time. In
the wake of what occurred in 2009 and the terrible feeling that I think we all had, we are glad that the
scale in terms of the loss of life has not been so great on this occasion.
But this has been a response by commonwealth agencies, state agencies, local governments and,
importantly, communities. I pay particular tribute to the CFA and the first responders, to the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning people who have been involved, to the local
community people who have taken on responsibilities, to people in health services and to people in
local government areas that have responded in the way that their community has sought so strongly.
It is also, I think, important to be clear that this has had a far-reaching impact on wildlife and the natural
environment, and I will make some reflections later on the need to ensure that we do not have so many
of these catastrophic fires and the need to take steps to put in place a proper regime of prevention to
the extent that we can.
We will call for an inquiry later today, and Mr Jennings has reflected on that point. We do think an
independent inquiry is important, and we do think it is owed to those who have lost their lives and to
those who have been so heavily impacted. I want to very clearly lay out the fact that our firefighters—
all of our firefighters—have been in harm’s way. Our emergency services personnel—our CFA and
our first responders of all types—have been in harm’s way over this period. And I want to make the
point that the fires are not yet out. It is very important I think that we recognise that there is still a
significant period of hot weather to go in this year, and we should not presume that there will not be
further intensification or outbreaks that will impact on our local communities.
There have been arguments about the climate impacts, and I for one accept those, but I do believe they
strengthen the argument for many of the preventative measures that we need to take. They actually
make a stronger argument, in my view, for dealing with many of the local fuel load issues. And I do
want to put on record my concern that the government has not released the fuel load maps, which
should have been released at this time. Those fuel load maps would have generated pressure from local
communities to ensure that actions were taken in a more timely way. It is now three or four years since
the government refused to release these maps publicly. The chamber sought them. The government
on 11 December 2019 refused to provide them. The claim by government is that it is about arsonists.
Well, I do not accept that; I do not think anyone does. The government did release one map to a
journalist at the Weekly Times, Peter Hunt, so the arsonist argument does not actually apply in that
circumstance. They fought the release of a comprehensive list of maps by that journalist and said,
‘We’ll give you one’, and he had one released. So if the argument is about arson, it does not work.
Those maps should be in the public domain, in my view, at this point. Mr Jennings has sought to
prevent the release of those maps, and I think that is very unfortunate indeed. It would have enabled
local communities to see what is important in their area and to put pressure on many of these areas,
because they are a systematic attempt to catalogue what needs to be done, in effect.
I pick up the point made by Mr Jennings about inquiries. One of the recommendations made by the
previous bushfire inquiry was that the royal commission hectare target be retained and that the
government seek to meet that target. It said that targeted burning was also important but the two were
not at tension—that in fact there was a need to meet both of those targets.
Ms Shing: That’s not quite what it said.
Mr DAVIS: That is what the inquiry recommended. You may not have agreed—in fact you voted
differently, Ms Shing—but that is what the inquiry recommended. The inquiry said both targets are
important.
Ms Shing: So why would we have another inquiry, then?
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Mr DAVIS: Because this would look at the circumstances of this set of fires, Ms Shing. You may
not want to provide people in Gippsland or in the north-east with the opportunity to have their say
about what occurred in these fires this year. I can give you the tip that the fires that would be looked
at now are the fires that have occurred over this summer, and they could, by nature, not have been
looked at by any previous inquiry because they had not occurred, so I am sorry.
I want to pick up Mr Jennings’s other point about the evacuation that occurred at Mallacoota. I agree
with him that this will remain as an image in the community: the dark, the terrible sky, the movement
of those boats, the naval craft offshore and the evacuation. I think it did have a Dunkirk-style feel, to
pick up Mr Jennings’s word, and I think that will be remembered.
I do pay tribute, through that example, to the work of our defence forces who I think have done a
magnificent job. Certainly in my trips to the bushfire-affected areas—into East Gippsland and into the
north-east—the presence of the army has been very significant. Their role in clearing roads, their role
in opening up communities, their role in assisting—
Ms Crozier: And providing medical supplies.
Mr DAVIS: And the provision of medical supplies, as Ms Crozier points out, has been also very
significant indeed.
I want to say that there are still issues with the CFA and the number of volunteers that have been
available. I think the community is aware of the tawdry tale of what this government has sought to do
to the CFA. That is a concern, and I think that many will have more to say about that over coming
weeks. It is important that our volunteer base is retained and our volunteer base is strengthened. I
notice the minister in the lower house has made a number of comments about this and indeed I think
has corrected a number of points that she made. I am pleased to hear that there are more volunteers
coming forward due to the circumstances that we have faced over this recent period.
As I say, the comparisons to previous fires I think are well made. Being here in 2009, the scale of what
occurred then in terms of the loss of life I think was the thing that shocked so many in the community
at that time. But this fire was indeed a much larger fire, only dwarfed by the 1939 examples.
I should just make one comment of a personal nature. People are saying the army is involved this time
for the first time. I can assure you that is not the case. My grandfather fought as an army officer in the
1939 fires, so I can vouch for the fact that that is certainly not the case.
I want to also make some points about the way forward from here. In my experience of talking to
people in those fire zones there is great community spirit and great focus on moving forward. I think
there is a great deal for the government to do in the recovery centres, because honestly I do not believe
the organisation and the smoothness of the recovery centres is equal to what it was in 2009. That is an
observation both in the north-east and in East Gippsland. I think that the organisations’ approach and
the organisation level have not been equivalent to what it was in 2009, and I think that that is something
that is a real issue as we go forward. We need to get that recovery effort back to a very fine level.
I want to say something too about the loss of wildlife and biodiversity. The great fires, these very hot
fires, have a terrible impact on biodiversity. They are in themselves an argument for more preventative
burning ahead of time—for actually milder, cooler fires and fires that would actually put us in a
position to manage the fuel load and to manage the catastrophic fires that can occur. Ms Bath and
others are great exponents of the use of Indigenous techniques of firestick burning, and that is one set
of recommendations that came out of the bushfire inquiry that we in this chamber conducted. Those
Indigenous techniques of firestick burning in this way I think have got a lot to contribute. We do need
to do more in that regard, but it is part of an overall attempt to reduce fuel and to allow less of the
catastrophic fires that would be more often faced.

CONDOLENCES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

35

I will say more later in the day on a number of these matters, but I want to make sure that there is
sufficient space for my colleagues who have electorates that cover these areas to make reflections on
the personal stories that many of them have encountered as they have moved around the bushfire areas.
I wholeheartedly endorse a condolence motion at this point and note the terrible impact on families
and communities. I particularly pay tribute to those who did lose their lives. I particularly pay tribute
to their families and their communities who have endured so much in this recent period. I think we
owe it to them to get the policy settings in this area right in the long term.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (10:32): It is an honour to rise and speak on the condolence motion in relation
to the recent bushfires today. Looking at the motion and the seven points, you could spend a lot of
time on each of those points. I do not intend to do so, but I thank my colleague Mr Jennings for giving
a really comprehensive overview of the government’s response and acknowledging all of those that
have been involved in the fire response. I do not think he missed any, which is good because I am sure
when I am trying to list everybody that I want to mention in my contribution that I will indeed miss
some.
Over the new year period we saw fires on an immeasurable scale. Many families have lost their homes
and their livelihoods, while the loss of our natural environment and farming land is almost beyond
comprehension. Communities affected by these events have changed forever. Firstly, I would like to
pay tribute to those who tragically lost their lives in these terrible fires. Some of those who lost their
lives, as we know, did so while serving the community—helping protect Victorians, their homes and
our wilderness. For their friends, families and co-workers these are exceptionally difficult times, and
I pay my condolences to them. As a government we are there for them. I would also like to extend my
gratitude to our amazing emergency services personnel and first responders, many of whom gave up
precious holiday time to serve and support Victorians in such a difficult time.
In the north-east—it is easier for me to reflect on recent events from that perspective because, one, it
is an area that I am familiar with having grown up there and, two, as a local member and because of
some of my portfolio responsibilities I have spent some time up there since 1 January—communities
such as Cudgewa, Walwa, Towong and Tintaldra have been extensively damaged with major losses
of homes, farms and livestock. These towns are renowned for their lifestyle, their connection to land
and their resilience. Many families have lived in these communities for generations and are facing
their greatest ever challenge. I have been up in the north-east in the immediate aftermath and as
recently as last week, and I will be back there on Friday. I have spoken to so many people about their
experiences—terrifying stories, tales of courage, tales of friendship and tales of determination. At least
half of the Corryong population sheltered in the evacuation centre at the school on the main night of
the first fire, each with their story. As I have said, there are just so many stories, too many to tell, too
many heroes to celebrate in one short contribution in this place, but I will give a bit of a run-down
from just a couple of visits to the north-east.
I met some amazing people: from Pauline, who was coordinating supplies and info at the Cudgewa
pub, not because it was her role and not because she was employed to do so but because she lived
down the road and she happened to find a hi-vis vest and just decided she would take on that role; to
Sandi at the Walwa Bush Nursing Centre, which had an open-door policy for the community for more
than two weeks. It became a quasi relief centre and the only place that you could access a phone
because that is where a satellite phone had been dropped to. I think many would have heard about a
young man, Joshua Collings, a relatively new local of Cudgewa, who lost his own home but has been
tireless in supporting his community and generated a GoFundMe page which raised around $200 000
to go to rebuilding efforts in his community.
I visited a dairy farm. I was with Jeff Cave, the district vet for Agriculture Victoria in that area. I had
been given a couple of names from the Victorian Farmers Federation of farmers that I might have
wanted to touch base with while I was up there, but there was no phone service on the day I was there.
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We happened to be at the Cudgewa pub and Jeff was talking to a few farmers. You really see the
quality of our public service in times like this. Every farmer knew who Jeff was—‘Hey Jeff, how are
you going? Can I ask for a bit of advice on what we should feed our cow and feed our sheep, given
that there’s stubble around? I’m a bit worried about this’. Just from walking around with someone of
Jeff’s calibre and the fact that he is there all the time and now being called on in a time of tragedy, I
am really proud of the Agriculture Victoria team on the ground.
But we just happened to be looking for James and Elise Hill’s house, and he was not quite sure where
it was. So at the pub we said, ‘Does anyone know where James and Elise live?’. There were two young
blokes who had loaded up their car with some water and a generator who said, ‘We’re actually going
up there now. You can follow us’. That is a small town for you. So we followed them up the hill in
North Cudgewa to meet with James and Elise, and their two sons were there. It is pretty confronting
when you stand in a dairy farm that is still standing, and you wonder how, because there was nothing
around it that was not black. You look into the eyes of those people that stood there and defended their
property. They are so proud that they did, but that was pretty challenging for them and it is going to
be a long recovery for families such as the Hills and those who went through similar experiences.
Also that night with James and Elise Hill and their two sons was Stephen Hill, who I think is their
second cousin, which generally happens in country Victoria. We are all related somehow but not
necessarily directly related. I met Stephen at the Corryong relief centre. He had told me his story of
helping James and Elise defend their dairy, but he had then gone on to his own property, a sheep farm,
because he was a bit worried that the flames were going to hit there. Stephen a little bit later became
pretty much a big deal on social media, or more precisely his six-year-old kelpie-border collie cross
Patsy has. Patsy has now been dubbed the Corryong Wonder Dog. She helped Stephen round up
900 sheep as the fire was bearing down on them. Despite the heat and terrifying conditions, Patsy kept
her cool and kept an eye on her charges even as smoke blanketed their property. Stephen told me the
only positive about the flames being so close to his property was it meant that he and Patsy could
actually see the sheep that they were trying to herd to safety. I can say that Patsy has been very spoiled
ever since. She is allowed to ride up the front and has become an international star across social media.
There are literally thousands of these stories, and I am sure some people will retell some of them today.
We will hear more and more as the weeks and months and years unfold. Ken Lay in particular is out
there doing a wonderful job as chair of Bushfire Recovery Victoria listening to these stories. A lot of
the time just hearing people’s stories can be a really good help, so I do not underestimate the effect of
all members of Parliament getting out there and talking to the people that have been impacted.
Obviously there will be people in this place who will be able to talk about the picturesque communities
in Gippsland, particularly of Buchan, Cann River and Mallacoota, who we know have had immense
damage and immense loss. Many homes, businesses, local landmarks and community facilities are
gone.
In my capacity as Minister for Agriculture, the losses for farmers and small businesses across both
regions are particularly high, and the numbers of agricultural losses are stark. In the north-east there
has been direct loss of over 3200 cattle, 1500 sheep, 155 goats, 33 horses and 85 beehives, while
Agriculture Victoria has had to euthanise a further 373 cattle and 473 goats. In Gippsland there have
been losses of over 300 cattle, 581 sheep and 42 beehives, with a further 94 cattle being euthanised by
Agriculture Victoria. Over 52 000 hectares of pasture have been lost, along with over 22 000 tonnes
of hay.
It is worth noting that some of these towns have had to endure dry conditions and drought and now
face the major impact of these fires. This is a very heavy toll on these communities that have been
doing it tough not just this summer but for several. Today I want to say to towns and communities in
the north-east and Gippsland that you are not facing this alone. The Parliament and our government
are standing with you.
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The fires have also impacted communities right across our state. Many communities were choked with
smoke for countless days. Other country towns experienced significant drops in visitors during some
of their busiest periods, and I would encourage everyone to plan a holiday in fire-affected communities
and in country towns right across Victoria. There were pretty good indications over the long weekend
that Victorians were really heeding the needs of those that were impacted. I saw several stories of
people visiting these communities to try and help them recover from the losses that they have had. I
for one was in Mansfield and was very pleased to see that a town that had been quite quiet not due to
being directly impacted by fires but because of smoke and the fear of fires—its streets had been
emptied—was pumping on the Australia Day weekend, and it was good to see. I heard similar reports
about other communities, such as Bright, and indeed in Gippsland.
As we do come to terms with these events we are seeing the very best from Victorians. As the fires
threatened Victorian communities we saw courageous and tireless work from our fire crews,
emergency services personnel and first responders, some of whose own homes were under threat. As
the fires raged personnel worked around the clock keeping Victorians safe, and we owe these people
a great deal of gratitude that words cannot quite do justice to. The work is often arduous and long, yet
without complaint our emergency services personnel continue to shoulder this burden.
No matter how many times I visit an incident control centre (ICC)—and it is awful that they have to
exist—I am just blown away every time by the smoothness of their operation. Even with the way
Tallangatta was set up, they were working out of makeshift offices; they were shipping containers that
had been brought in. But people just get on with the job. You have got the shire staff. Up there you
had Towong shire, staff from other councils, Emergency Management Victoria, the CFA, police, the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), the Department of Health and
Human Services, Regional Development Victoria (RDV) and Agriculture Victoria (AgVic), and they
just all worked together. The way they work together is just phenomenal in how they get along and
respond to impacted communities. It is something we should be particularly proud of our agencies for.
In addition to frontline emergency services, I would like to recognise VicForests staff and forest
contractors who have played a critical role in fire suppression and support—preparing tracks,
constructing firebreaks and clearing roads. There have been 13 harvesting crews working in East
Gippsland and two in the north-east, totalling around 60 workers. Their specialised skills across
forestry, planning and harvesting have been a tremendous asset to this bushfire response.
I also pick up where Mr Jennings was talking about the Australian Defence Force. They have provided
immense support in a variety of tasks, but I particularly would like to thank them for their work with
AgVic to drop fodder to fire-affected and isolated properties and indeed the ongoing work they are
doing to help isolated communities ensure they can get the supplies they need.
I have touched on Agriculture Victoria, and I will do so again. They are just rock stars. These are often
the people facing our farmers when the emergency response has gone. They have to treat and assess
livestock, complete impact assessments and help coordinate stock disposal and link farmers to feed,
water and other services. It is pretty harrowing work. They are dealing with people who have come
freshly through trauma. They do not know what decisions to make. They are scared about their
livelihoods. They may have lost their homes. And AgVic are there, helping those people on not just
farming questions but how they are going in general. I think that is amazing work that they do.
About 50 per cent of Agriculture Victoria’s workforce has in some way been directly working on the
bushfire response. We have an ICC set up in Attwood, which is in the outer suburbs of Melbourne,
and it is a hive of activity helping to coordinate the efforts. But on the ground we have Agriculture
Victoria drop-in centres. I visited one last week set up in Corryong. It had been set up for 10 days and
it had had 140 people come through the doors. That is 140 primary producers seeking advice on the
grants that are available and the support that is available and again that emotional support. After the
adrenalin, the emotions are setting in and AgVic are there, helping those people make somewhat
difficult decisions for their future about whether they sell their stock, whether they go to slaughter,
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whether they agist or whether they buy in feed. These are difficult decisions, and when you have been
through this trauma you cannot make them on your own. Agriculture Victoria staff and of course the
rural finance counsellors that the feds and Victoria jointly fund are all there for those people, and they
are doing a great job.
I would like to give a shout-out to the Australian Veterinary Association and the vets that answered
the call to come and help AgVic in their response to helping with livestock and pets, and indeed that
also spills into wildlife. I also would like to thank the RSPCA for their work with DELWP in relation
to wildlife.
The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) have been fantastic. They have been doing numerous tasks,
but I really want to focus in on their fodder distribution arrangements. They are the coordinators of
donated fodder. They work out the logistics of supply and they help get emergency food and water to
livestock who would otherwise have perished not from the flames but from hunger if it were not for
the efforts of the VFF. So I commend David Jochinke and his team for their efforts.
RDV is also an organisation that is out in country Victoria every day working with these communities.
Generally they are helping stimulate economic development, attracting new businesses and helping
people create jobs, and their skills are equally transferable to those communities that are now in
recovery. I also would like to thank them for their ongoing work in these communities. They are
dealing with people who, a bit like AgVic, they see every day, and now they are helping them through
trauma. They have a great relationship with the newly established Bushfire Recovery Victoria and will
be there for the long haul in helping these communities recover.
The volunteer effort has been immense, whether they are CFA volunteers, SES volunteers, from the
Red Cross or indeed those who just rocked up and said, ‘How can I help?’. I met some people who
were not connected to any particular organisation but they drove up the Hume, they stopped at
Wangaratta and they said to the CEO of the Wangaratta council, ‘How can I help you?’. They were
young kids from Frankston; I saw them with Tania Maxwell—Frankston kids who had just decided
to come up and help, and they were on the barbecue cooking people breakfast. It was pretty amazing.
The CFA brigades from areas that were not impacted were amazing. They got on their buses. They
got their trucks where they needed to. My Broadford brigade was one of those brigades. Luckily we
were not impacted; it is early in the season, and you never say never in a fire season. They did not have
to defend their own communities, but they got out there and made sure that they helped others. Farmers
that were not impacted have not hesitated to donate emergency fodder for those in need. Many of them
are driving fodder to areas that need it most.
BlazeAid as usual are on the ground repairing fences, and I am pleased the government was able to
allocate $1 million to their operations last week. Across Victoria local councils are supporting those
two main areas affected, Towong and East Gippsland, with resources and expertise. In Towong, for
example, more than half of the staff were directly impacted by the fires. Having the expectations on
these councils to do their jobs at the same time as they may have lost something is an enormous ask,
but many of them are doing that. But I would like to shout out to all of those other councils that have
offered support to those communities. I think the leadership in East Gippsland under the CEO and
mayor, Anthony Basford and John White, and also in Towong, under Juliana Phelps and David
Wortmann, has been exceptional. We are providing extra support for them, as is appropriate. They
have been stellar leaders in their community, and I thank them for their work.
I would like to acknowledge the ABC, our national broadcaster. They were amazing. They kept
everybody up to date. I read yesterday that since July they have done 900 emergency broadcasts,
providing people with community service, information and comfort in times of emergency. I thank
them for their work.
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I would like to acknowledge the bipartisanship that has been evident to me in the response to date. I
would particularly like to mention Bill Tilley, the member for Benambra, who between driving a fire
truck and performing his local member duties was in regular contact with me regarding issues in my
portfolios that he had identified on the ground. I also saw Tania Maxwell at the Wangaratta
showgrounds rolling up her sleeves along with volunteers from Rotary, the Salvos, St Vinnies and
those young people from Frankston. I know many in the Gippsland area have done the same. I have
taken calls from Mr Meddick, Mr Bourman, Ms Garrett, Mr Gepp and Ms Lovell making
representations about issues for constituents. Ms Shing and I had hours and hours of conversations in
supporting her community but also supporting me, and likewise having conversations seeing how we
were going in our response and in our responsibilities, so I would like to thank Ms Shing for her
personal support.
Federally both Helen Haines and Darren Chester have shown tremendous compassion for their
patches, and I know that they will be with their communities as we rebuild. Recent events aside,
Bridget McKenzie, in her capacity as federal agriculture minister, and I had several conversations
along the way, including our offices, to facilitate the support packages that are now available for
primary producers, and I thank her for her efforts in relation to that.
I will just quickly end on a very positive story. There was a High Country Comeback event in
Melbourne on the weekend. This was an idea that had been generated by some locals up Porepunkah
way, Janelle Marsden-Boynton in particular. This was about how people had not come to the High
Country, so people had stock that they needed to sell and wanted to sell, but more importantly they
wanted to show people that they were still there and to say, ‘We want you to come back’. They had
an event at Port Melbourne on Sunday. Six thousand Melbourne people turned up to that event. They
were blown away. Milawa Cheese sold out of their cheese. The smoked meat guy had double what he
would normally take to a farmers market; he sold out by 2 o’clock, and the event went till 5. They are
so happy. They felt so loved by Melbourne and by people in the community that wanted to do
something to help them. I would also like to thank my department—the Department of Jobs, Precincts
and Regions—for sending around volunteers. In fact they did not send them—we put out the call,
‘Would somebody like to help?’, and a lot of those staff went along because they wanted to do
something for those country communities. It was a great event. We have reached out to Destination
Gippsland to run a similar event for Gippsland producers. Those 6000 people, the producers are so
grateful that they turned up and are really optimistic that those people are going to make the trip up to
the north-east and help more in this recovery.
I do want to end there. I know I would have missed thanking someone. I think Victoria has shown that
it is a pretty frigging awesome state when it has to be, and I think it will continue to be so . It is going
to be a long road to recovery, but I am sure there will be lots of people that are up to the task.
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (10:53): First of all, I thank Minister Symes, who actually
helped me out with a visit after I had some difficulties in getting down to my own electorate. A phone
call fixed that, so I think that deserves a special mention. But this is a condolence motion. There is
plenty of stuff I want to say that has been touched upon, but I am not going to go near it; there will be
another time for that. We need to just focus on the condolences for the five people—and their
families—that lost their lives during this bushfire period. All of them were involved in some way,
shape or form in fighting the fires. Even though I do not think any of them were actually killed by the
heat, it shows it is still such a dangerous activity that we have to be extra careful. It is just a shame that
five families will not have their loved ones forever. Of course New South Wales is in the high 20s in
their losses, but this is basically about us.
We cannot take bushfires for granted. Bushfire is part of Australia; it is part of our national psyche.
There is plenty that has been said and there is plenty more that is going to be said about the whys,
wheres and hows of that. But I have got to say the response that I saw from the government was great
in general, and that includes the federal government. The ADF came in, and I do not think that has a
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precedent at all. Mr Jennings said something about Dunkirk, and I guess there is a bit of a similarity
there. I think there is a lot that we can learn from all that. There are a lot of things that went pretty well;
there are a lot of things that could be improved.
Part of what I do like about Australia is that when something hits the fan everyone drops all the
pretensions, drops their politics, drops everything else and just pulls together. During those fires there
were no Labor people, no Liberal people, no Animal Justice people, no Shooters and Fishers people;
there were community members. It is just a shame that it takes something of this magnitude to make
people do that.
There were vast amounts of land that were burnt. There were vast amounts of animals that were killed
and a lot of livestock that I think they are still figuring out how to deal with. The cost of these things,
you cannot quantify it. You can quantify how much a house is worth, or a car or this that and the other,
but then you have got people’s livelihoods, the animals that we lose. Whether they had an actual dollar
value is another story. It shakes us to our core. It reminds us that we may not actually be in charge of
our world.
There were the firefighters and the emergency services personnel and the volunteers of all sorts. There
were the CFA volunteers, the paid CFA, the aerial bombers—and they tragically lost one in New
South Wales recently. There were people that just got out there that probably had no training but just
wanted to get out there and have a go at fighting it, and there were the people from Frankston that went
out and helped at Wangaratta, I think it was, cooking burgers or whatever it might have been. It is
what makes our community go on. It is that ability to actually get down and say, ‘To hell with it’, and
pull together. It is something I think we should see more of.
There was a large international contingent, as we saw—a lot of people coming and going. I was unable
to see the ADF and our friends from other countries in action, but with the support internationally, if
you look at some of the bushfire relief charity collections—they are in their tens of millions, if not
more. I have not checked on them lately, but a lot of that money is from overseas. So I guess it goes
to show we do not stand on our own.
I am going to thank as many people as I can remember, but most of them have already been thanked
by other people. There is the East Gippsland Shire Council. I can be very critical of councils, as some
people have noticed. But when I went down there, the CEO of the council took time out of his
horrendously busy schedule to give me a 15-minute whirlwind tour—and then I got out of there,
because he had other things to do. That meant a lot to me. That also means that, despite the things that
I do criticise councils about, they do provide a really good service—most of them, anyway. What I
saw then, with them working with the Red Cross and other agencies, actually is how stuff should work.
There are always the ones like BlazeAid. They are always there. They will be working as we go on—
no doubt helping with the fencing; they seem to do a lot of that—and so will the Victorian Farmers
Federation, with their fodder. There are innumerable people that I cannot really comment on. I think
it just behoves us as a Parliament to try and not get into any of the argy-bargy that we nearly got into
before and to just stick to the condolences, because that is what this is really all about.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (10:59): I rise today to add my voice to the condolence motion. At
the outset I apologise if I do become upset. It is the culmination of many, many weeks of exhaustion,
felt not just directly but also indirectly for those who have lived through incredible trauma, fear and
grief, for those who continue to live under the shadow of fire, for those for whom the alerts, when they
go off, provoke an almost instantaneous response of anxiety.
I would like to begin by acknowledging all of the contributions that have been made by other speakers
in this place. I think that the intentions are very self-evident, around wanting to reflect and recognise
the contributions made in our communities, acknowledge the grief and pain that is being felt
throughout Victoria and indeed around Australia and internationally in relation to these fires and then
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move to an exploration of the contributions that have been made to respond and to recover and where
we head to from here.
I have been watching the Victorian emergency alerts that have pinged on my phone since November
with increasing frequency, and I have been hearing the same reports of watch and acts, of state
emergency warning statements being issued and of press conferences and media events at which the
predictions of fire behaviour have become more urgent and more frequent, more devastating and more
filled with pain. I want at the outset to take the time to acknowledge most importantly the loss of life
that has occurred in this summer season in Victoria since those fires began.
David Moresi was a firefighting project officer who worked hard and had a reputation for being
friendly, for being a good mate and for being a hard worker in everything that he did. Bill Slade had
over 40 years service to Parks Victoria. He was not far away from retirement, having served as a
mentor and a leader to so many others who have taken his lead in the excellence of all that they do on
the fireground. Mat Kavanagh was also a firefighting management project officer.
These are names which sound in isolation as though we are taking a rollcall of sorts for people who
have made a contribution, but it is so much more than that. It is not just about David or about Bill or
about Mat—and I will come to Mick Roberts and Fred Becker shortly. It is about their families, it is
about all that they symbolise—not just their blood families, not just their children, not just the people
who they see in their communities on a day-to-day basis and know and love. It is also about the family
that they have and had on the fireground. I pay tribute to these men for all that they gave through their
entire careers and for the way in which they made Victorian firegrounds safer. They participated in
fire suppression efforts, they were given permission by their families to leave and they, who will never
return home but will never be forgotten, have given the ultimate sacrifice.
Mick Roberts was another character from East Gippsland. Character is a term that is so often invoked
to describe someone who is a little out of the box, who is frank, who is stoic and who has a great way
of getting stuck into the work when it needs to be done. When I was at Buchan and I looked down to
the area where Mick lost his life, it seemed in its ordinariness like so many other parts of East
Gippsland which are scorched and devastated at the moment. Beyond it, in the irrigated parts of pasture
where corn seeds are grown, on the river bank, a slight trickle now continues to gather momentum and
hopefully will continue on as welcome autumn rains—fingers crossed—arrive in that part of the world.
It struck me that it is all too easy for people to lose their lives in the horror of fire.
To Mick and his family, my thoughts and love to you. My thoughts are with the family that he had in
Buchan and the community of Buchan itself, which has weathered and continues to weather the
uncertainty of the threat of fire even after it stared it down, even after the strike teams had worked
throughout the night, even after last-minute wind changes that had been prayed for had arrived.
Fred Becker, who established and ran a mill in Mallacoota, died whilst protecting his home, doing the
very thing which so many of us can well understand, the desire to protect what is ours, our kingdoms,
our castles, our land and our animals. I am so sorry to Fred’s family and I am so sorry to everyone in
the community of Mallacoota for the isolation and for the stress and for the trauma endured, for the
extraordinary circumstances in which this extremely isolated community found itself in the events
around New Year’s Eve and thereafter.
When the fires in East Gippsland first started to gather momentum, a lot of people first remarked upon
the smoke and the power of the sense of smell. Smell is a curious sense in that it can automatically
bring us back, transport us to so many different experiences, and the smell of smoke in East Gippsland
this fire season was no different. For so many people in this part of the world fire is an ordinary part
of the calendar year. For too many people in this part of the world and around the state, however, the
smell of smoke is enough to trigger a trauma that often goes back to Ash Wednesday, to Black
Saturday, to the Bunyip fires which burnt not even one year ago in Gippsland, in the areas of Walhalla
and back towards Tonimbuk and Bunyip. What we do know is that that heightened sense of anxiety
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that occurs with smoke was absolutely present when the first of these nearly 700 fires that have been
battled, a number of which continue, throughout the region first took force.
Some 1.5 million hectares later we have, in effect, a state which is dappled with patches of pure white,
where trees burnt so hot that they have literally disappeared. We have, in areas that were previously
densely blanketed in canopy and understorey, complete silence. We have the absence of wildlife
which, were it lucky enough to survive, is now in fact troubled by the great priority of finding enough
food and water whilst epicormic growth, whilst understorey vegetation and whilst weeds and bracken
begin their slow recovery.
What we have seen in the fires is the burning of so many communities, of so many everydays. What
we have seen is the largest evacuation in Victoria’s history following the declaration of disaster. We
have come so far in the way in which we respond to emergency, not just as a government, not just as
a series of communities, but in the way in which we develop and share information. To this end I want
to specifically thank those people who worked so hard within Vic Emergency, within Emergency
Management Victoria and within the State Control Centre to provide frequent updates; the Auslan
interpreters, who were there every step of the way; and the folk from Parks Victoria, from the Bureau
of Meteorology, from police and from the military who provided constant information, operational
information, tips and advice on how to be safe and how to stay safe.
I pay tribute to Lisa Neville—a mighty power of strength. Minister Neville has delivered a tireless
effort. She has barely slept since these fires took hold, and I know because she has been in pretty
constant contact with people about all sorts of things that have needed to be done in response and
recovery. Along with the Premier, Daniel Andrews, Minister Neville has provided the information
that communities have needed to understand the efforts that have gone into resource protection and
recovery, as well as making sure that there is a level of public engagement and direct conversation
which is so crucial to communities and individuals feeling as though they have some level of control,
some level of stability and normality, in a situation which seems anything but.
I want to pay tribute also to emergency management commissioner Andrew Crisp. ‘Crispy’, as he is
known, has presided over a process that has been incredibly traumatic, and he has done so with a cool
head, with extraordinary compassion and with almost unbelievable stamina. Alongside Andrew Crisp,
Steve Warrington has also been indefatigable. Steve wears his heart on his sleeve, and he does it to the
great benefit of those volunteers and workers he serves. He does it in a way that inspires leadership
and that inspires greater contribution and energy and effort from people at their very point of greatest
exhaustion, and he is to be commended.
When I think about the work that has been undertaken within the scope of managing this particular
disaster and the emergency within which we still sit in parts of the state, I also want to acknowledge
the tireless work being undertaken across a variety of different mediums to make sure that people had
and have the information that they need. Logistics and communication are often areas which go
unrecognised in these sorts of situations, and so to everyone who has worked as part of a logistics team
behind the scenes: thank you for all that you have done.
To everybody who has worked so tirelessly within the backdrop of emergency and frontline
management and response, from mechanics through to those who have organised staging areas, set up
base camps, arranged for meals, coordinated transport, thank you for all that you have done.
Now to the emergency frontline response. There were nights over the new year period where there
were more than 1000 firefighters on the ground in East Gippsland. They came from so many different
organisations, representing so many different communities. There has been a proliferation of different
coloured uniforms on the fireground, and the interoperability that has been demonstrated is an absolute
credit to those organisations involved. My thanks to every single person who has worked on the
frontlines, to every single person who has come from far and wide to protect towns like Buchan, to
protect towns like Mallacoota; to make sure that remote and rural communities like Goongerah, like
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Swifts Creek, like Orbost, like Cann River have had at least the capacity to communicate with others.
To those pilots of fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters who have taken goods in, who have dropped
personnel off to isolated communities—Bendoc, Bonang and others—thank you for providing some
respite in the vacuum of information that often sits as heavily as the smoke in the air around locked
communities.
This has been an exceptionally traumatic time for many, many people, including and particularly for
those who have been isolated, and I want to touch on Mallacoota and the work that occurred there as
one example of the great capacity for different levels of government to work together to provide
comfort, resources, expertise and indeed safety to those when they need it most. Mallacoota is a oneroad-in, one-road-out community. It has a sign in the town that says, ‘Victoria’s Best Kept Secret’—
and it is not a secret any more and it is not the community that it was before Christmas any more.
Mallacoota is surrounded by the Croajingolong National Park, and if you head down south to Wingan
Inlet and around to Cape Conran, you get a sense of the remote windswept beauty and the biodiversity
that is a hallmark of this part of the world. There is a reason that the community of Mallacoota is so
tight-knit and resourceful in its isolation, because it has survived and indeed thrived through terribly
difficult circumstances in the past, but arguably none have been so difficult as the situation that
occurred following New Year’s Day.
I have a very good mate, Cate Tregellas, who lives and works in Mallacoota, and along with her
husband Mark and their three girls they are pretty much what you would describe as the lifeblood of
a rural community. Cate is funny and irreverent. She loves animals. She is incredibly articulate. Cate’s
husband is a retired police officer. He has got shrapnel in his head. He is warm and he is calm, in the
sense of an emergency, in a way that few are. Throughout the disaster that unfolded the world had
Mark and a handful of others to thank for maintaining a line of communication, of updates and
information about what was happening in Mallacoota. We learned of the sky turning from dust to the
colour of a bruise and we learned of the darkening of the horizon; we learned of the thickness of smoke
and we learned of the smoke disappearing as the flames encroached. We learned of what was lost and
what had managed to be saved, and we learned of the thousands of people who took refuge on the
beach. We heard of the work being undertaken by people from a number of different organisations
and community leaders and members to keep people in Mallacoota, many of whom were visitors and
tourists, calm.
We have seen the iconic images since. We have seen so many horrific images of devastation and of
the damage that has been caused to people not only through the physical injury that has been sustained,
not only through the environmental devastation that has occurred, but also in the shocked glassy-eyed
faces of the people who have come through the other end of this trauma. This is in fact something that
you saw quite often in the faces of those who were evacuated from Mallacoota, or in those who
attended relief centres, or in those who were present at incident control centres after the fires.
Cate, in her inimitable way, has penned a couple of pieces that have in fact become viral. I would
definitely encourage those in this chamber to read them. On 10 January Cate had published a piece—
a small piece—on what she thought would be a good description of what it means to live in a bushfireaffected environment. There are a number of different things set out in the article, which spans the
divide between grim humour and the trauma which sits so lightly underneath it all. Cate speaks of
black snot. Cate speaks of everything tasting like smoke, of black being the new black. Cate speaks of
not having any time to herself because after the fires their two dogs insisted upon following her
everywhere around the house and took even to sleeping in the bed.
Cate speaks of the loss of the family’s goldfish, of the absence of a blue sky, of the way in which
conscious and unconscious worry can seize and grip the everyday and slowly undermine the capacity
to be resilient and to maintain stamina. The idea of fear is something that Cate also explores—the fact
that underneath all of what has occurred sits a constant hum of dread about what might yet occur; the
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way in which the risk of looting might sit uneasily in the head of someone who has had to evacuate;
the importance of what is known as the seven Ps:
Prior Preparation and Planning Prevents Piss Poor Performance (and Panic).

Cate also talks in lighter terms about the notion of a reverse panic attack, whereupon gales of laughter
often seem like they might be unexpected but are precisely the antidote to a situation that might
otherwise seem too unfathomably difficult to grasp.
Finally, in her initial article Cate talked about life going on. Cate talked about the importance of
maintaining hope that the birds will return, the green tinges will return, that people will return and that
the everyday might continue, albeit in an altered way, in a way which the community can own and be
proud of nonetheless.
Cate wrote a follow-up article, and again I would suggest to anyone in this chamber that it is a worthy
thing to read. It is called ‘After the Flames—a fortnight of frustration, fury and fatigue’. One of the
things that Cate refers to in this article I do want to quote, because for those who have not lived through
the trauma of large-scale devastation and disaster in the form of these fires, it is a useful frame of
reference to try and understand empathetically, if not directly, what it feels like. Cate says:
I can’t decide if I have somehow taken a wrong turn and stumbled into the movie set of some post-apocalyptic
Australian sci-fi movie or if I am trapped in a waking dream where time has taken on a really peculiar quality.
I lose days, hours, minutes while at the same time feeling that the day will never end. We have lost all sense
of time and even the season, as we rarely see the sun and it certainly is not typical summer weather here any
more. My kids are calling this our non-Christmas holidays. Not only is the centre of town eerily deserted in
… what is usually the busiest month of the year, but it’s not exactly beach weather either, even if we could
face the lunar landscape of our favourite summer haunts.

Cate then goes on to talk about the anger that sits in all that she does and the capacity for people to go
on in a superficial way, to move through the motions but to be systematically exhausted and enraged
by what has happened.
Most touchingly, for me at least, and one of the reasons that I think Cate is just about one of the best
people you could ever meet, is her reference to animals. Cate refers to one of the ‘first joys’ that she
had every morning and says:
One of my first joys every morning whilst preparing breakfast for all the two and four legged critters that call
our patch home is to crumble up some cheese to hand feed the pair of magpies who reward us with their
melodic carolling each day. The devoted and intelligent pair had been residing in the big blue gum close to
the house since we moved in. We eagerly await being introduced to their new hatchlings each Spring. We
haven’t seen Maggie and Magnus and their two nearly fully grown offspring since it all began. A daughter
optimistically informs me that they have probably relocated but in my heart of hearts, I know that they are
gone, like so many others.

To Cate and to Mark: I am so sorry at what you have been through and what this represents for so
many others. For those who have lost homes—some 400 homes across the state—I grieve for you and
for all of the effort that so many of you put in to protecting others’ homes while you lost your own. To
the wildlife carers and rescuers who have worked around the clock, people like Lorna King and
thousands of others, thank you. I am so sorry that you take on this burden of impossible grief in
situations where no-one ought to have to face what you have been dealing with. I thank everyone who
has worked to clear roads and to restore access. Just last night the Princes Highway was reopened all
the way up to the border. This is work that has been going on for weeks. It has been going on across
departments, across agencies, within community groups. It has been a volunteer effort, a contractor
effort. We have seen everyone from our timber workers and logging contractors through to council
staff; Parks Victoria; Regional Development Victoria; Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning; CFA; police and the military working together seamlessly.
When I drove through the area on the way up to Swifts Creek a couple of weeks ago I was struck by
the silence of the lack of birdsong and I was struck by the alien landscape that had somehow replaced
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a part of the world that I know well and that I utterly love. Like so many others I was also moved to
commit to doing whatever I possibly can to demonstrate support for communities who call these parts
of the world home. There are movements which are growing and which are flourishing in the same
way that the first small growth is appearing from tree trunks in burnt-out areas around the state and
particularly in East Gippsland. We see that through the magic of online communication enormous
efforts around donations, philanthropy, the support of time given and of compassion shared has
lessened the burden for those who might otherwise feel completely alone.
We have seen everyday examples of the work undertaken to secure donations of bottles of water. For
example, the Bunyip fire brigade in one weekend had hundreds of thousands of bottles of water
donated by people who wanted to make a difference. We have seen the Need for Feed, the Victorian
Farmers Federation and individual farmers make long trips east to make sure that starving cattle are in
fact taken care of.
We have seen countless examples of communities working together within specific sectors, whether
it is architects bonding together to work around how best to design and build homes that are safer and
are more likely to withstand future fire events or the way in which veterinary officers and their staff at
the state and federal levels have come together to assess, euthanise, treat and rehabilitate injured
livestock.
We have seen individual examples of people who off their own bat have taken the initiative to provide
their own fire response. I met a man called Peter Camilleri on the road from Wairewa back toward
Nowa Nowa. Pete was exhausted and he was angry. He was devastated and he smelled like smoke,
and all Pete wanted was a shower and a rest. These are the things that have mattered most to people
who have been on the front line throughout this time of devastation when everything else seemed to
be beyond their control. After spending 48 hours on a machine creating firebreaks all he wanted, but
could not have, was a shower. To restore power, to restore water, to restore a semblance of certainty
around fundamental and essential services has been, again, one of the things that has stood out in the
response being undertaken by companies and their staff throughout this process.
I want to also acknowledge the work being undertaken by councils. In particular in East Gippsland
mayor John White and CEO Anthony Basford have led a concerted effort, alongside councillors
current and past, to have the necessary conversations about where and how best to help. It has been a
privilege to see their work in action and also to see the partnerships which have arisen with other
councils, including the Wellington Shire Council and the Latrobe City Council, in setting up relief
efforts and incident control centres (ICCs).
Throughout the state we have also seen a non-partisan coming together of people from all walks of
the political spectrum. It was a wonderful thing to see Ms Bath at the Bairnsdale ICC, albeit briefly,
and to know that she had been on the ground and busy at the Lucknow relief centre helping people to
coordinate donations and to see the member for East Gippsland, Tim Bull, making sure that everything
from fencing issues through to the disposal of carcasses was elevated and escalated as quickly as
possible. Making sure that MPs, whether in government or not, have had access to the information
that they have needed pays tribute to again an interoperability that I think has not existed before now
and which I think does this Parliament proud.
We have so far to go. We have so many things that need to be addressed and leaned into as we move
from response into recovery in some areas and as we continue response and firefighting efforts in other
areas. We need to make sure that the way in which information is developed and shared continues to
be done with the frequency and accuracy that it has in these past few months.
The ABC and live broadcasting has been incredible in the way in which it has reached into local
communities to provide them not just with information but with opportunities to share stories. The
way that people have come together to develop responses to immediate needs as they have been
expressed has been nothing short of an example of the very best of humanity. The way in which
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donations have been sourced through the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund and the again tireless
work of John Mitchell and an all-volunteer board has seen record donations come to this part of the
world to sit alongside the work of the bushfire emergency relief fund.
But the most important thing here is that we do not taper off in our desire to do good and to make
good, to provide comfort and relief to those who need it most. The Barefoot Investor wrote about his
experience in the 2014 fires, and in doing so he described what occurred as ‘the dip’ some 12 weeks
on from the fires themselves. He talks about having planted an apple tree and waited for things to get
better. He talks about the importance of normality and a return to daily routine. He talks also about the
importance of insurance and of recovery and the practical ways that can again develop a greater sense
of control and empowerment for those who have had no power or control as a result of these events.
One of the things that we know is that through organisations like BlazeAid, through local efforts to
develop and deliver responses—everything from meals to habitat boxes, the men’s sheds, the
neighbourhood houses—we are seeing people being encouraged to return to normality in the best way
that they possibly can. Clifton Creek Primary School is one such example. This tiny school with a
handful of students has a proud history. It sits, or indeed sat, as the hub of its community in the foothills.
Whilst other schools around it continue to grow their enrolments, Clifton Creek maintains its local and
very bespoke approach to primary education. Like a number of houses in the area, it was destroyed.
The symbolism that sits behind the decision to rebuild Clifton Creek Primary is as much about
providing a sense of the everyday and of normality and of control for those affected and those left
vulnerable by bushfires as anything else. It has been an incredibly important thing to see these children
begin the school year and be able to work together and come together with a sense of consistency,
because it speaks to their long-term recovery and it speaks also to what we have learned since Black
Saturday.
Similarly, albeit not through bushfire, Cowwarr Primary School was destroyed. On a sidenote I want
to thank Heyfield Primary School for taking those students in and for making sure that the effects of
fire are not so devastating on the children from Cowwarr as to prevent them from having their everyday
school routine.
We need to keep going as a government, as a Parliament and as a community to make sure that
communities are not left behind and to make sure that tourist dollars continue to flow in these parts of
the world where the visitor economy is of paramount importance. We know that primary producers
have lost so much in the record dry conditions across East Gippsland in the last three or four seasons.
We know that parts of Gippsland are now experiencing cancellations of up to 100 per cent of their
bookings, and yet we see that these grassroots movements, such as Empty Esky and Find a Bed, and
the online portals that enable people to purchase goods to pass on to others are making a difference.
Hearing from Minister Symes about the contributions that have been made by Melburnians,
inconvenienced and made uncomfortable by smoke, who have come out to spend money to show
solidarity with people from affected communities has been an extraordinary point of light in what has
otherwise been a very dark start to the year. I want to encourage everyone who has made a donation
to the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund or who may have picked up a couple of dozen Forge Creek
eggs, some Gippsland Jersey milk or some Seasalt sourdough or spent a night in a place that they
might not otherwise have gone to to continue this effort. Please keep this up. Please make sure that
when you are thinking about where you might go if it is a choice between heading overseas or heading
to Bright for its legendary ice cream, that you think about how this money might best be spent, because
the way in which we come together will be tested by time more stringently than anything else.
Thank you to all groups who have fundraised and who have made sure that local brigades have had
the assistance that they have needed. I would like to thank Dr Kieu as well in particular for the work
associated with delivering an enormous donation to the Bairnsdale CFA courtesy of the Quang Minh
Temple. This is one example. We have seen meals prepared by hundreds of volunteers. We have seen
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local restaurants, such as the Desi Grill in Bairnsdale, give food to people who have needed it most.
We have seen producers make sure that people do not go without simply by their own generosity even
while they do it tough.
In our relief centres we have seen people inconspicuously come by with armfuls of produce. Most
importantly and most touchingly the donations have in the main not been home brand, back-of-thecupboard, last-minute, long-forgotten jars of dusty comestibles; they have been the things that we
ourselves would want and take comfort from in our time of need. In this regard our response as a
community, our response as a government has been an inherently human one. We have delivered
en masse a level of empathy in the response that has come forth thus far in a way that shows us to be
far better and far more resilient than these fires might otherwise have made us out to be.
At a local government level, at a state government level and at a federal government level we have
seen countless examples of cooperation and of that interoperability. This stamina requires followthrough. In the same way that aerial drops for affected wildlife need to continue to make sure that our
vulnerable species are not driven to the brink of extinction after their lives have been perhaps
momentarily saved, we need to make sure that members of communities, who are perfectly entitled to
live wherever in the state they choose, are given whatever support we can possibly provide them
through Bushfire Recovery Victoria and the work being undertaken by Pat McNamara, by Ken Lay,
by Lee Miezis and others to provide case management and wraparound that is as tailored individually
to community members and families as it needs to be.
We need to understand that there will be long-term consequences that are most certainly ugly to look
at and ugly to contemplate. We need to make sure that in the long, difficult months and years ahead
people are not fettered by bureaucracy or stalled by a constant ‘No’ to their requests for information
and assistance. We need to make sure that we as a government are providing assistance to prevent
family violence and to prevent alcohol and drug dependency, use and misuse. These are difficult
challenges, but it is crucial that we do not take this moment of openness, collaboration and
interoperability and allow it to close the door on conversations that are not easy but are nonetheless
necessary to have in the aftermath of fire.
To everyone grappling with a return to the everyday, I hope that you do have a semblance of normality
that you can find in the smallest possible of things and that this continues to develop momentum over
the coming weeks. I wish for you rain but not so much rain that we have floods that wash away the
last vestige of topsoil or otherwise create further road safety challenges and hazards. I wish for you the
return of birds to your gardens. Cate, I hope that Maggie and Magnus, or their proxies, return soon.
I think that one of the great things that lies at the heart of all of this and at the heart of the response on
bushfire is the importance of acknowledging the pain that exists around loss and around grief. For
those who have lost stock and cattle, outbuildings and homes I hope that we can make this recovery
as smooth and as comforting as possible. Please reach out. Please continue to talk if you are not coping,
if you need assistance or if you need to have the weight of one or more parts of your day alleviated.
There is so much goodwill, and it is incumbent upon us to make sure that we deliver in the long term
that goodwill to the areas that need it most. My condolences to all affected by these fires.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (11:43): Today is a sad day. It is a day that this house, this chamber,
this Parliament, recognises the loss of so many. It is a solemn day and it is a day where we need to
acknowledge as a sad privilege and tenderly place in Hansard in the Victorian Parliament the names
of five loved ones, five Victorians who have passed away as a result of these fires raging through the
eastern part of our state.
The north-east of Victoria, and particularly East Gippsland in my electorate, has been bashed and
bruised and damaged and torn apart. In recognising the fires this summer, I also want to take a moment
to recognise the 2009 fires and recognise the 173 people who lost their lives and their families, who
still live with that hole in their heart and that hole in their family tree 11 years on. On behalf of The
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Nationals I want to put on record my humble respects and acknowledgement of the Black Saturday
fires and also the Ash Wednesday fires, which are seared in my young memory, and those that lost
their lives in them as well.
To date we grieve for five Victorians, and I hope I can say that there will be no more. We would love
to say that that is the case. We pay recognition to their loved ones at their time of grief and offer sincere
condolences.
Now, we know that the fires started around the middle of November last year from lightning strikes
in that remote and mountainous terrain in East Gippsland. Accessibility is quite a challenge in those
regions, and approximately 150 fires sprung up like a bad dream across that landscape. Over time and
in those conditions those fires merged and grew and more fires came about through lightning strikes.
Now we see under present-day circumstances over 1.5 million hectares have been burnt out.
In East Gippsland—in those dry, windy, smoke-filled, fuel-rich, rugged environments—contractors
went in to provide support and create containment lines. One such gentleman was David Moresi. He
was working at the time in the Gelantipy and W Tree environment when his vehicle rolled over and
he tragically died in the process. Recently The Nationals went up to Gelantipy to do some fence
rebuilding or fence demolishing with farmers up that way, and I noticed that that terrain is often
exceedingly steep. There are firebreaks put in, certainly, but also trees line the road in that space. And
that is the region in which this gentleman was so bravely working with his team.
There is no higher recommendation than to be called an inspirational human being at your funeral. We
can only aspire to that. There is no higher recommendation than being called a pillar in your
community, as David was. He was a skilled bushman and also a loving family man, and we
acknowledge the pain that his wife, Judi, and three children, Kelly, Luke and Nathan, are going
through at this point in time.
In the Buchan area I note that Mick Roberts passed away. He was a grandfather, 67 years old, and he
was found in his home. It is a very sad start to the year for his family. He was a cattleman, and he
loved his 450-acre farm. He leaves behind his family: a daughter, stepdaughter, stepson, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. We are reliably informed that he was a character, and Buchan has its
characters. East Gippsland thrives on characters and people with integrity and with individuality, and
he was one such man. It is commented too that he was a great storyteller. I am sure he had many stories
in the Buchan pub and it would ring with the memories of his great stories.
It is with great sadness that we speak today about Bill Slade. He passed away in a fire at Anglers Rest
up near Omeo. I had the privilege last year of visiting Anglers Rest and that area and walking to
O’Connell’s lookout up there. It is truly a beautiful place but truly inaccessible and dangerous in a fire
situation. Bill was a man of passion. He was a man who loved his environment, loved his family, loved
his sport, was loyal and was always thinking of others. We recognise his poor family now as they have
to go on without him.
Mat Kavanagh was a 43-year-old member of the forest management crew, and he had been for many
years. I am finding this quite challenging actually, because when we put this in Hansard and we gently
rest them in Hansard, we understand that their family has a missing space in their home, at their
kitchen table and in their bed. He died as a young man, leaving a family behind and two young
children, and we acknowledge the wonderful contribution he made to his community.
Lastly there is Fred Becker, an East Gippslander, a man whose family had been in the Genoa region
for many, many, many years. Indeed his father, Alex Becker, was known to have established the
sawmill in that region. This community will mourn his loss.
We also mourn the loss of the three American fire agents who came over here. They were put on the
plane, their families kissed them, they came to help the Aussies and, unfortunately with a tragic
accident, they cannot return home.

CONDOLENCES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

49

We also acknowledge on a broader level all of the good people whose lives have been lost in other
parts of the country into New South Wales. I know my colleague Danny O’Brien was having a few
days in Bermagui at the time. He kept relating to us, when he could, when there was connection there,
the abysmal conditions that he was looking at across the way—the red sky and the danger they faced.
So our interstate neighbours have been doing it tough as well.
There are no winners in this devastating fire, but there are an infinite number of stories of heroic deeds,
kind deeds and generous acts. There are experts in the field. Experts can be the local baker. Experts
can be the timber harvester or the CFA—they range across the board. They have saved homes, they
have kept their communities safe. They have protected life and property, and they have protected
livestock where they could. They have rescued and treated injured wildlife, they have cleared access
corridors and they have protected road users. They have created vital links of communication.
I note Loretta Willaton in my patch has been a constant, I guess, turntable person down in the
Bairnsdale incident control centre, communicating needs in order to keep communications open.
People are frustrated from time to time—that is totally understandable—but I know that she and her
team have worked hard. Our first responders have also treated wounds. They are people who really
attend and attack the problems of those in need.
I also want to acknowledge the work of the ICCs, the incident control centres, in East Gippsland: Peter
West; John Crane, as a vegetation management officer who has been on communications; and so many
of those other layers within that department. It is truly like a beehive, and there are worker bees from
the front desk to the back room working and coordinating in a most exemplary way. There certainly
are across the board an amalgamation of talents there.
I would like to acknowledge the wonderful work of our emergency services workers—the CFA
volunteers and staff, the SES, Forest Fire Management Victoria—and of course all of them are dealing
in a collective way. To all those CFA brigades and stations from across Gippsland and the state who
have committed strike teams, individuals, tankers and equipment, I thank you from the bottom of my
heart, and others do too. Driving back and forth to East Gippsland, I noted that Stratford had these
wonderful signs pinned to the bowling club, ‘SES, we love you. CFA, we love you’, in a most
wonderfully symbolic way for them to note on the way through. Volunteers certainly are the backbone
of our communities, and they deserve our respect.
I say to each and every member of the CFA who has worked tirelessly to protect lives and property, it
is a tough job. There is no glory there. There is only work, sweat and quite often fear. One of the
pictures I saw, I think it was from New South Wales, was when a fire came over the CFA trucks. I am
not sure where it was, to be truthful, but I could not believe the ferocity of the fire. The way they
calmly got into their trucks and filmed that was just amazing. They got out and started again. This is
something I doubt I would have the courage to do, but they do it and they do it with skill and
commitment. To that point, there have been 15 CFA volunteers’ homes lost while they were out
defending life and property. I think that really needs to be acknowledged—‘While I’m saving your
house, my house burns down’.
I thank Mark Dryden from Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria. He will coordinate with me—I would
like to do this—a lovely example of support for those first 15. A gentleman called Andrew Graham
from Traralgon H Hardware has coordinated what we call relief kit packs. They are the things that you
miss when your shed is burnt and incinerated—the rake, the tinsnips, the shovel, the saw et cetera. He
is coordinating it as a gift that people can donate. He is coordinating that with three other hardware
stores in Mallacoota, Lakes Entrance and Orbost, I believe. People can go in and purchase them, and
they will go to those affected. I hope that this house will accept my decision to give those to the CFA
volunteers who have lost their homes, and after that I am working with the East Gippsland council to
work out where they go. These sorts of things are exemplary.
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Folk like me who have listened to the VicEmergency app—it went ‘Ping, ping, ping’ for weeks and
weeks—watched with such concern as those exclamation marks went from yellow to red in so very
many places.
I want to acknowledge VicPol, who were doing an amazing job; the ambulance paramedics; the Red
Cross; and particularly the bush nursing staff. I was up at Swifts Creek recently talking to Sue Carroll
and her reliever Jacinta, and I could not be a nurse for quids. There were stories that they were telling
me anonymously about folk coming in with burns—very substantial burns. They were fighting on
their farms to keep their animals safe and protect their homes. They have seen an increase in mental
health concerns, injuries and burns. They deserve our respect, but they also deserve additional
resources to cope. They deserve additional funding. They work on the smell of an oily rag, and it is
really important that all of government and state government support them in their endeavours to stay
open but also commit to their community.
We have to mention wildlife and the great shame, the great pity and the great loss of our flora as well
as our fauna. In the immediate days post that visit I was chatting to some VicPol officers. I will not
name them, but they were in the ICC in Bairnsdale. They spoke of how in their day job they are
Victoria Police officers but in the after hours they run a wildlife rescue station in Lucknow. What a
wonderful job they were doing. Also, the Wellington shire animal aid came to the aid of many, many
animals. They funded it themselves largely with some great macropod food and wildlife food that I
had the privilege of taking up to Bruthen. We did a swap over at a road because I could not get in
there, and VicPol were there to help use their muscles to get that stock out. But it is the people on the
ground there who really commit to the betterment of the wildlife, and I congratulate them.
It is hard to comprehend the statistics of the destruction that this fire has caused—405 residential
properties and 650 non-residential structures like sheds, shops and garages—through Sarsfield, Clifton
Creek, Mossiface, Tambo, Buchan, Club Terrace and Mallacoota, where they have lost roughly
127 homes in that area. Indeed it is etched in all of our memories, I am sure, the photo of that beautiful
lady who moved her child out in the boat and that blood-red sky. That is just a horrific thing for people
to go through.
I have been talking with Mark Tregellas on a number of occasions, and only yesterday he wanted to
impress the fact that the Mallacoota folk talk about community helping community and that the
Mallacoota recovery site has been a real conduit for, one, need but also response, and also, as we well
know, the fact that the ADF have gone in there and done such a magnificent job. But it is also about
recognising the local shops and essential services, the fuel service station. They did it tough. We
respect the work that they did, and we want to support them going forward. We acknowledge the
pharmacists, and I also want to acknowledge the Pharmacy Guild of Australia, who have done an
amazing job in getting supplies and prescriptions in where they are needed. It cannot be understated
too the contribution of those who have worked to get our roads opened, and I will speak more about
that later.
Saying that we went up to Gelantipy and having near misses, I just want to relate something quite
inspirational but also a miracle. There is a lovely lady up past Gelantipy near Seldom Seen called
Marge Woodhouse. She is in her 80s. She has three daughters, and I met one of them the other day
there, Wendy Barlow. The house stayed, the chickens and the chicken coop stayed and the prized
horses that they love stayed, but the shed was burnt down only metres from that home, and no-one
was there. They exited, but it was an absolute miracle, and it was a privilege to meet her. They are
Gippslanders and proud and passionate, and she will rebuild that. We need support for her to go in
there as well.
The stock losses: there have been many instances where we have spoken to constituents who are
fraught with worry about their stock being in a different location that cannot be accessed and are
worried about their wellbeing. A farmer is never happy, a farmer is never content, until he knows that
his stock are safe, and this has not been the case. But on the flip side, hasn’t it been magnificent—
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absolutely magnificent—the outpouring and the support of other farms and farmers in terms of fodder
relief and hay?
We have seen the most wonderful procession of large transports laden with hay from across the state.
I know in South Gippsland certainly and in western Gippsland, but also right across the state into
western Victoria, they have marched. I want to acknowledge certainly BlazeAid but Need for Feed as
well. They have done an amazing job. It brings the spirit up when you see them in Orbost, with their
great loads, going up into Cann River and beyond.
There is one such example where there was a coordinated effort from Tasmania. A group of people
organised for a semitrailer load to come over on the Spirit of Tasmania. It was coordinated through
Bairnsdale stock agents. I will not name them individually, but I really want to acknowledge that.
Also there is one person that I will acknowledge, Mal Lees, from the Bairnsdale stockyards. I do not
know that he has slept in about four weeks. He was tremendous at coordinating the stock, the animals,
the horses and the pets that arrived in that region, and coordinating feed going out. These are the types
of heroes that come to the fore and stand on the frontline under such circumstances.
What we have known and what we do know is that farmers have struggled. Speaking with farmers at
Wiseleigh and Clifton Creek, Mark Laity and Ron Connell, their concern has been their farms have
bounded state park, state forest or Crown land. They ask the government to be a good neighbour and
ask the government to make sure that there is a buffer zone between where their fence finishes and
where the vegetation starts within those state boundaries. What has been happening is that there has
been such limited space that in fact the fire only burns out when it reaches the paddocks, which have
been quite chewed down through this drought as well. So they are asking that there be a buffer zone,
and this actually has to happen. That will protect our stock and also save costly fences.
We are pleased that the state government has listened to our requests and come on board in terms of
the subsidies for boundary fences. This is important. They are neighbours, and neighbours should
share the costs, but we also want to make sure that the farmers are getting a quick assessment of the
fences that bound Crown land. It is important that that is expedited as quickly as possible.
I do want to mention the wonderful people whom I call the Lucknow hall angels, led by Wendy
McPhan and Jodie Crane, but really it was just a wonderful coming together, a spontaneous observance
of need and response. They were amazing. Their donation centre was like a busy beehive, with trucks
coming in and people bringing things, and also trucks going out and taking water bottles to Buchan,
which I can remember very clearly. On one of the days that I was there, there were two things. One,
we stuffed Tim Bull bags—not shamelessly supporting Tim Bull—with essentials that were then
flown out to Mallacoota that afternoon. The other thing that was really important was the generosity
and the kindness that happened at those centres and in particular the Lucknow one.
A lovely lady came in with her two daughters. She had rented at Sarsfield. The house burnt and all of
her life within that house burnt. She had no insurance. But she came in, and we watched the way
people swooped on her children and provided clothes and shoes and toys. We picked through—she
was a small lady—to find her sizes, and she left with not much, but it was everything that could be
accommodated for her, stuffed into a borrowed car.
I also want to acknowledge my colleague Tim Bull, who got on the phone right there and then, talked
to somebody who owned a house and a unit, and set up one of those—I cannot remember, it might
have been the unit—that she could go into for the next foreseeable weeks and months before she got
back on her feet. This is one example, and there are multiple examples of this.
I do have to acknowledge with great shame and sadness that we see many people staying away from
our region because of an association that just because there is fire in one patch you must stay away
entirely. I stayed at Paynesville for a week and the people at Captains Cove were speaking about how
people from interstate and overseas were cancelling bookings in March. It is incumbent upon all of us
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to send the message out that Gippsland is still open for business. There are multiple towns. Lakes
Entrance and Mallacoota are now just becoming almost ready to be opened, but other centres,
Paynesville et cetera, need our custom and need our cash, and they will deliver the most wonderful
experience. So, please, I ask all of you to share the information to get people down to Gippsland. In
particular, the other acknowledgement is that it is not just East Gippsland that people are staying away
from. I was speaking with Michael Leaney from the Star Hotel in Walhalla, and people are staying
away from that region as well. So, please, do yourself a favour, as Molly Meldrum would have once
said, and come down to our patch. It is so very important.
One thing that is important to acknowledge is that the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission
was very clear on a number of factors, and they were about reducing fuel load. They came up with a
recommendation about planned burns of 5 per cent on public land to reduce fuel and bushfire risk.
This equated to roughly 390 000 hectares per year. Five per cent was the target. However, last year we
saw that only 1.7 per cent was burnt. I was pleased to speak to Chris Hardman last night. He has, I
think, a sense of frustration that not enough was done. I endorse his commitment to seeing more of
that. What we need to see is a reduction in fuel load, which then equates to an increase in safety for
eastern Victorians.
Let me give you an example. I was passing through an area the other day with Darren Chester and a
timber harvester, whose name is Warren Fenner. We went to Club Terrace. We wanted to get in and
have a look. Warren asked us to come and we were more than happy to do so. But on the way in
through there—and it is quite remote—there was one large patch of territory that had had a fuel
reduction burn in it back in 2019, so about 12 months ago, give or take. There were lush green shoots,
the tops of the trees and the canopy were green and there was a green understorey, and then right
beside it was an incinerated section. These things do work. Those animals that could escape into that
large tract of land would have been safe, and the animals that were in there to start with would still be
alive. This has implications, and it is important to continue.
Also speaking with the ICC recently, Nowa Nowa had a preparatory burn around the top of it. Indeed
when the fires came down to the top of Nowa Nowa, that preparatory burn slowed the fire down and
I believe firmly protected that town. Ember attack is always still an issue, but that preparatory burn
that occurred certainly helped to fortify the town.
Not only that, this is not just Melina Bath’s voice; hundreds of people in East Gippsland, when we go
and speak to them, are saying the same thing. I know my colleague Tim Bull has set up a number of
community meetings. I think he set up upwards of 20, and often what they are saying is we need to
reduce that fuel load, we need to mitigate the build-up and it needs to occur soon.
Other issues in relation to the bushfires royal commission relate to roadside capabilities and reducing
the fuel load on roadsides. We talk about the wick effect, where fuel is allowed to build up along those
roads—often towns are only one road in, one road out—and they act as a wick and actually transfer
the fire along the way. So recommendations 60 and 61 speak to the support as well for mitigating those
types of burdens.
I would also like to just relate an issue that Garry Squires raised with me. I went to Orbost to have a
chat with Garry back before Christmas, and we sat down. I am still grappling with why this cannot
occur, and I think he is quite frustrated. There was a fire that was on the westerly boundary of the
Snowy Mountains national park. That occurred back in November. Under calmer conditions—late
November and early December—he related how containment lines could have been put in at the
bottom of the gullies and through back-burning, so there are questions that need to be analysed and
there are questions that need to be uncovered as to why these sorts of things did not occur. He
prophesied back on 19 December what would happen with the fire, and sadly all of his prophecies
have come true.
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Yet fire is natural in our landscape. Eucalyptus forests are resilient and will grow back. We have
mature trees that have not been destroyed. Driving along you see that epicormic growth—those
beautiful side shoots that come out from blackened trees—and certainly I saw that on the way to Omeo
with my federal colleague Bridget McKenzie, who accompanied me to the Australia Day events up
there. This raises a thing that I have raised many times in this house before: the need to engage with
Indigenous communities right across Victoria and bring back the firestick. This is a platform that I
have been passionate about for many, many years. This needs to occur with the traditional owners,
with Forest Fire Management Victoria, with the CFA and with landholders. It is a way forward. It is a
way of doing cool burns across the state at the right times. And it did occur in our region. To some
who say it did not occur, I do not agree, and many, many others also agree that it occurred. There are
some great illustrations and commentary in Bill Gammage’s book The Biggest Estate on Earth about
explorers who saw large tracts of land that were parklike. We need to revisit this, we need to have a
proper debate on this and we need to implement it as soon as possible.
I would just like to finish off with a couple of really important acknowledgements. I have had the
privilege of meeting and chatting with a number of contractors that live and work in East Gippsland.
Whilst they are being paid, and there is never any comment that they are not, they are an incredible
asset to our state and on the fire front. On many occasions those native timber harvesters have put their
equipment and their own personal safety at risk in order to open transport corridors, remove hazardous
trees from the roadsides and get people back into their communities or provide that valuable resource
of getting supplies in. They have done an amazing job. There have been many occasions where their
equipment—highly expensive, highly specialised equipment—has been at risk. I want to acknowledge
Warren Fenner, Rob Brunt, Andy Westaway, Brett Robin—who is an absolute character if you have
ever seen or met him—and Gus McKinnon, who is a contractor up in Cann River. These people are
exemplary, as are their committed and specialised team.
Danny Jamieson spoke with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, but he also
took the bit between his teeth to fortify Bendoc, a town that is still under threat. He said to me the other
day, ‘I think we’ve dodged another bullet, but I’m beginning to feel like the circle is closing’. I hope
that the work he did to clear that undergrowth very cleanly away from the town helps to fortify and
protect that town.
I would like to finish by acknowledge a number of other groups. The Gippsland Emergency Relief
Fund (GERF) are doing an amazing job. I am encouraging anyone who wants to donate to donate to
them. Every cent of the money that comes into them goes out to people in need. I congratulate John
and Alan and their fabulous team. I also want to make mention of an ex-student of mine, Daniel
Lomani. Daniel was a Mirboo North Secondary College student and an Afghan refugee. His
community in Dandenong, the Hazara community, in 10 days raised $160 000, a tremendous effort.
Mr Somyurek: Hear, hear!
Ms BATH: I note that Minister Somyurek was at the evening as well. Daniel made a comment to
me: ‘Where should I suggest to put this money?’. I suggested GERF. Also they were very fabulous in
donating to the CFA. I commend that community. These people have gone through so much in their
own country, have come to our country and acknowledge and support their new country in a most
magnificent way. Also I would like to acknowledge my colleague Tim Bull, who at his own home
was putting out embers. His family have done it tough. His time has been well received by everybody
in his region. And Darren Chester, also a federal colleague, has been magnificent. There is Bill Tilley
in the north-east and Tim McCurdy; there has been fire in his region as well. They have lived every
minute with their heart in their mouth many times. I mention East Gippsland Shire Council, but also
other councils. Speaking with the incident control centre, there were representatives and staff from
other councils backfilling and coming in to support them. I will not mention them all, but I congratulate
them. The CEO, Anthony, and also the mayor and all of the councillors up there have been doing an
amazing job.
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To recognise the Australian Defence Force is also really important, and the work that they have done
across the board. They are absolutely correct in saying that the community feels a little bit safer with
their presence.
I do want to finally comment in terms of funding, and I applaud the federal government for their
$2 billion worth of initiatives across the fire-ravaged areas and their New South Wales funding of
$1 billion, but I ask this state government to commit. We have heard about millions that have
happened, but we really need half a billion dollars to be spent in this area. It needs to be focused and
targeted. There are other communities, like the Orbost Secondary College, who are doing it tough as
well in that space. They need some additional funding to finish off a renovation that will occur very
soon.
Thank you to the house for indulging my communications. I feel very privileged to represent the
Eastern Victoria Region. I feel very privileged to have met a myriad of people, but it is all those other
people who are working quietly and silently and not expecting any thanks who deserve our deepest
gratitude as we remember in Hansard those five lovely human beings who are laid to rest.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (12:19): It is an honour to rise and contribute today to this
condolence motion, which is the Parliament’s mark of respect for the horrendous tolls that these most
recent fires in Victoria have taken on our communities and most importantly on the five families who
have lost their loved ones. There is no greater price that can be paid. These fires have been merciless
and they have been relentless—they are still going—and they have claimed five extraordinary lives of
incredible men who died fighting for their communities, saving properties and saving lives in the
course of their duties. I know that they have been named here, but anyone who is going to speak on
this condolence has them in their hearts and in their minds.
Mick Roberts was a family man and a cattle farmer from Buchan. Fred Becker was a third-generation
timber worker. He spent 24 hours defending his own property and then lent a hand helping his
neighbours. He has left behind five siblings. Mat Kavanagh was a Forest Fire Management Victoria
firefighter for 10 years, husband to Jude and father to Reuben and Kate. Mat loved the outdoors,
particularly fly-fishing. I think he would have been most pleased with Minister Pulford’s golden ticket
fish lottery. That is a wonderful idea to get people back into our communities. Bill Slade was a veteran
firefighter with more than 40 years service, husband to Carol and father to Ethan and Steph. David
Moresi was a contractor for Forest Fire Management Victoria, husband to Judi, father to Kelly, Nathan
and Luke, and grandfather to many, many beautiful children. We in this Parliament stand with those
family members and their friends, who face this year and the years to come without their loved ones,
and we hope that they can take comfort in the fact that their loved ones died in such remarkably heroic
circumstances.
On the tragedy of these fires, for me my focus will be on East Gippsland, but these fires have left a
mark on all of us. They have also left a mark globally. We have seen an exceptional outpouring of
grief, of support, of love. The plight that we have found ourselves in here yet again has I believe
received an unprecedented level of support. With the globalisation and interconnectivity of all of us,
the world’s eyes have been upon us, the world’s support has been with us and we are incredibly sorry
and mourn the loss of people in other states and those American firefighters who sacrificed their lives
saving our communities.
It is a great privilege being an MP, as we all know. You get to walk journeys with people, you get to
go through communities and you are given insights across all walks of life into what people are doing
and how they are grappling with a situation—a great privilege. I just want to share with this house and
acknowledge some of the things that I witnessed through my walking with the community and pay
homage to such a broad section of people who put themselves, their lives, on the line, who put their
lives on hold, who battled flames, who lost their homes and lost their livelihoods and who all came
together to support each other.
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One of the enduring memories or visions I have of this time was going to Bairnsdale when we sent off
the Need for Feed trucks with the hay: 55 massive B-doubles rolled in to the stockyards. Tim Bull was
exceptional—and a very good director of traffic, I must say. The Need for Feed men and women were
all there. The hay had primarily come from Gippsland, but it came from all over the state. It was a
mighty sight watching them roll in. We were all fed by the Sikh community, who had been
volunteering with their food truck, along with the Lions men and women who were serving sausages.
Talking to all of those people and the different roles they were playing, you could not help but be
swept away with the outpouring of love and support and selflessness and with the capacity of people
to put their arms around each other but also to not just share the grief but find the humour and the spirit
in these moments and to lift people out of their darkness.
Heading to Bruthen with John Anderson and the BlazeAid people and being in the hot community
hall where no-one could find the lights, wondering how we were going to organise fixing the fences
when we could not turn the lights on, people were able to find the humour in the darkest of times. Then
we watched that group click into action as they have so many times. People were coming in stricken,
punch-drunk, exhausted and blackened, and they were met with open arms and welcoming, not just
with love but with a plan and some practicality. We saw the church groups and how they have operated
throughout all of these scenes. The Samaritan’s Purse people were there. Blokes had come from Perth,
women had come from Bendigo and they were all there to provide that spiritual and financial support.
When I rocked up—at the invitation, very kindly, of Darren Chester, who was everywhere I was—at
the base at Sale to welcome people coming on those flights from Mallacoota in the big army Caribou
jets, I was talking to the people who were there to meet them, and the Department of Health and
Human Services staff were just extraordinary. The Red Cross women, who had come from all over
Victoria, were there. They were there to make sure that when people came off, again they had love but
they also had something to do, somewhere to go, something to eat and someone to speak to.
It has been a privilege talking to the reservists, who have come from all over the place, doing whatever
was asked of them and doing it with such a sense of civic duty and pride and also being very humble
that they had been given the opportunity to help out their fellow Australians in such a way. It was
absolutely moving.
I remember rocking in to Sale, to some of the relief centres that had been opened up there. I met Bonnie
O’Sullivan, who was running the Sale showgrounds, this cracker of a woman, an absolute powerhouse.
She had all her family there, and they turned one of the big rooms off the showgrounds into a donation
centre. There were these massive, burly blokes and they were in a line, chucking all the goods, singing
while they were doing it. You could not move for all the things people had donated. I had yet another
sausage. I am not sure I needed it at that point, but that is what you do on the road. Again, there was
an extraordinary sense of community. You take that and you think, ‘My God, there are some
extraordinary people’.
To speak of Bruthen, noting a shout-out, the Hun today says that Bruthen is open for business. Neil
Triggs lost a number of his properties, but the pub is going, the beer is flowing and we need people to
go back.
The volunteers, SES and others, have been quite simply magnificent—again, from coming across
them, talking to them—doing whatever is asked of them with such a beautiful spirit. And the CFA
volunteers—there are just not other people alive like them. They put their lives literally on the line fire
season after fire season. As we have heard, many of them lost their own homes while protecting other
people’s lives and they came from all over Victoria. There is no greater image I think than what has
captured the international imagination: the heroic efforts of our volunteers both here and in New South
Wales.
I pay absolute tribute to them. They are selfless, they are generous, they are kind and they are humble,
and we would not be sitting here mourning five people and 400 properties—we would be mourning a
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hell of a lot more—if it were not for their extraordinary, extraordinary work day in, day out. They
embody the spirit of this state, and I pay absolute tribute to them.
I also want to shout out to those forest firefighters who work alongside many of those CFA brigades.
I do not know if all Victorians understand the exceptional job these men and women do. They rappel
out of helicopters, they sleep on the ground in the middle of fire-burnt areas. They work bulldozers,
they work axes, they clear things, they create firebreaks. They are so significant to our ever-growing
threat here, and I want to thank them, and I want to thank all of the other emergency services workers—
firefighters and others—who have stood and fought these flames and protected lives and property.
As many other people have said, it is not just the human population that has suffered through these
fires. Our gorgeous, beautiful, unique animals, our fauna, and our flora have been devastated. Entire
ecosystems have been smashed. I know Mr Meddick will be giving a voice to the animals as he so
eloquently does, but like everyone in this chamber I find those images of koalas and other animals
burnt and broken and with their habitats destroyed heartbreaking, and I am really so moved by all the
steps that have been taken to deal with these things.
It is a long road to recovery, and we are not even out of the fire season. We all have a significant role
to play. But I finish by saying our love goes to the families who are suffering, our thoughts and our
actions are with the communities who are needing to get back on their feet. You will not be forgotten
for one single moment by anyone in this chamber. We all have our part to play in your recovery, and
we will be with you every step of the way.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (12:32): I rise to join this condolence motion today. We knew
that this year was going to be an horrific fire season. I do not think that any of us could possibly have
imagined just how bad it would be. It truly has been an horrific fire season, and as we speak many of
the fires are still burning and we are nowhere near the end of this fire season. We just hope that we do
not see a repeat of what we have seen in the north-east and in Gippsland in other areas of our state
before the fire season is out.
My heart goes out to all Victorians affected by the fires—those who have lost properties, pets and
livestock and of course, most of all, those who have lost family, friends, neighbours or colleagues. No
words can express the depth of my sorrow for what you are going through.
We have seen five deaths in the Victorian fires. The one that I would particularly like to single out is
of course Mat Kavanagh, a constituent of mine from Alexandra. Mat was a Fire Forest Management
Victoria employee. He was originally from Melbourne but he chose to make his life in Alexandra in
the beautiful north-east of Victoria. Mat leaves behind his wife, Jude, a six-year-old son, Reuben, and
a four-year-old daughter, Kate. My deepest sympathy and condolences are with Jude, Reuben and
Kate, and with all of the families of all of those who have been killed, but I particularly wanted to
mention Mat because he was a local. Others who have unfortunately died in these fires include Bill
Slade, Michael Roberts, Fred Becker and David Moresi, and my deepest sympathies go to the family
and friends of these men as well.
My electorate has been significantly impacted by the fires in the north-east of the state. In many ways
we were the forgotten or hidden fires. As we know, the fires started in New South Wales prior to
Christmas and they attracted enormous attention, even international attention, and of course Gippsland
had all of the visuals of tourists stranded on the beaches and the navy coming in to save them. These
visuals made very, very good media coverage, and the devastation in Gippsland was horrific, but the
devastation in my electorate, particularly in the Towong shire, was equally as devastating, with lives,
homes and livelihoods completely destroyed.
The Upper Murray bushfire started in New South Wales on 29 December 2019 across the river from
Walwa. The bushfire developed quickly and could not be contained at first attack. Under the
deteriorating fire weather conditions the fire rapidly expanded. The fire spotted into Victoria on
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30 December 2019 and continued to grow rapidly. Emergency warnings were issued for the Towong
localities of Burrowye, Cudgewa, Cudgewa North, Guys Forest, Mount Alfred, Pine Mountain,
Tintaldra and Walwa. An evacuation order was issued at 6.00 am on Friday, 3 January, for the area.
A state of disaster was declared by the Premier for areas of Victoria including the Towong shire on
2 January 2020 and extended through to midnight on Saturday, 11 January 2020.
Current indications of damage in the Towong shire are quite enormous. The Towong shire has
553 properties that have been affected and approximately 308 000 hectares, or 45 per cent, of the
Towong shire has been burnt. The shire believes that at least 42 homes have been either destroyed or
damaged to such an extent that people cannot remain living in them. One of those homes of course is
the historic homestead at Corryong, the homestead of the Mitchell family.
There have also been significant fencing and farm infrastructure losses, such as fodder reserves,
machinery and hay sheds. Current indications are that stock losses are around 5833 in the north-east
Upper Murray fire zone alone. Other agricultural losses in the Towong shire include 926 hectares of
field crops, 19 827 tonnes of hay and silage, 34 831 hectares of pasture, 791 hectares of softwood
plantation, 23 woolsheds, two dairy sheds and 88 machinery sheds, 128 hay sheds and 15 irrigation
pumps. The list just seems to go on and on.
The assessment of municipal and public asset damage is still being undertaken, but what we know at
this stage is that the Corryong landfill cell liner has been damaged due to the landfill burning, the
landfill shed and loader have been destroyed and the playground equipment at Cudgewa has been
damaged. Two recently installed timber viewing platforms and lookouts on Murray River Road,
together with tourism signage, have been damaged. Touzells bridge, which is a timber bridge over
Cudgewa Creek, has been damaged and cannot be used.
The Man from Snowy River shed and contents at the Corryong Recreation Reserve have been
damaged, as well as the men’s shed and the shed material for the historic machinery club’s new shed,
which was under construction at the time of the fire. Many of the white posts did not fare too well
because they just melt in the heat, and tourist and township signage around Towong shire has also
been destroyed.
In Alpine shire 25 per cent of the shire has been burnt. Two thousand hectares of plantation timber has
been destroyed, and that is Hancock’s plantation timber. In Myrtleford 22.5 per cent of the working
population is employed by the timber industry, either by Hancock’s in their plantations or by Carter
Holt Harvey, who operate the mill and are the largest employer in Myrtleford, so employment
opportunities in Myrtleford are going to be severely impacted by these fires.
In the Alpine shire they estimate that lost revenue from tourism is $90 million to this point and still
growing. The wine industry of course has suffered a lot of smoke damage to their 2020 vintage grapes,
and it remains to be seen what effect that will have on us getting a decent wine vintage this year. The
water quality has suffered due to run-off of ash and debris into the water, and this has affected irrigation
for our wineries, our orchards and also the hop crops in the Buffalo Valley around the Alpine shire.
In the Wangaratta and Indigo shires, while neither of these municipalities have really had significant
direct fire damage, they have certainly suffered because of the major fires in the area. The biggest
effect for them of course has been on the tourism industry. In Beechworth the caravan park was full
and basically as soon as the warnings were issued in early January for tourists to leave that is exactly
what they did: the tourists just left. The caravan park went from full to just two vans immediately.
Wineries as far away as Rutherglen have reported a 90 per cent reduction in their cellar door sales
during January, and other tourist operators are reporting at least a 75 per cent reduction.
An analysis of the north-east fire impact on tourism in the High Country area, which includes the
Alpine, Indigo, Mansfield, Towong, Wangaratta and Benalla municipalities, as well as the Hotham,
Buller and Falls Creek resorts, reveals that in the first quarter of 2020 this area will suffer a loss of up
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to 630 000 visitors. That equates to a loss of between $158 million and $208 million in visitor spend
due to that reduction in visitation. Based on the loss of visitor expenditure, that report also estimates
that between 1600 and 2100 tourism jobs have been disrupted, so this is having an enormous effect on
the economies of our local area.
The wineries in the region, which includes the major wine grape growing areas of the King Valley,
the Ovens Valley and Rutherglen, are extremely concerned about the effect of smoke taint on their
2020 harvest. This is a real threat to the 2020 vintage. They cannot afford to damage their reputations
by producing a wine of lesser quality, which in turn affects their ability to supply their established
markets, including export markets. That effect will be felt far broader than just our local area in loss
of sales; it will be felt by the state in international sales.
I would like to thank Minister Symes and her office, who responded to my requests for assistance for
access to laboratories for testing and also for subsidies for our wine industry. Whilst it took a little bit
of time for the info to get through to Wine Victoria, those subsidies have been made retrospective to
1 January, so those who have undertaken testing already will be able to access those subsidies. Thank
you very much, Minister Symes, because it is very important, as you know. We share that electorate,
and the minister knows the value of the wine industry to our area.
No local government area in the north-east has been spared from the impact of the fires. The
Strathbogie and Mansfield shires have been affected by fires in their own areas and also suffer from
the associated loss of visitation, which has contributed to a loss of income in their economies. There
were fires on the outskirts of Wodonga around Baranduda where one house was lost along with lots
of fencing. We are very lucky that that fire at Baranduda was not a lot worse. A stroke of luck saw it
burn through a corridor between the houses. A change of wind could have seen many more homes lost
around that area.
We do need the tourists to return to the north-east now, so we encourage all of you to encourage all of
your constituents to come up to the north-east to visit us, to bring their empty eskies and to make plenty
of purchases because we have a lot of good wine in our cellars ready to sell. We have a lot of good
food and produce for you to share in, so please encourage visitors to holiday in Victoria this year and
to spend their money in the areas that have been affected by the bushfires.
Whilst this condolence motion is not the time to debate the cause of the fires, I would certainly be
failing my constituents if I did not express their anger at the lack of controlled burns that led to the
significant fuel loads that actually fuelled the fires. It is important that in the aftermath of the fires the
government and the members of Parliament from all areas of the state listen to the communities whose
residents have been so badly affected by the fires, who know their local areas and how to best protect
them.
This is why I would plead with all members of this chamber to support the two motions that will be
moved by the Liberal Party in general business later today. The first is a motion to establish a
parliamentary inquiry into this summer’s bushfires, and the second is a motion to require the
Legislative Council to sit in north-eastern Victoria and the Legislative Assembly to sit in Gippsland.
Both these motions will give communities in the fire-affected areas the chance to directly inform the
MPs, who are the decision-makers, on their needs for recovery and their needs to protect their
communities into the future.
It is always dangerous to start thanking people in motions like this, but there are many people who
should be thanked. I apologise if I actually miss anyone out because the contribution of everyone who
has contributed in any way to fighting these fires or to assisting our communities is greatly valued.
I would like to start with the CFA. No words can express my gratitude to the CFA. The efforts of our
dedicated firefighters, particularly the volunteers, should be commended. They abandoned their own
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New Year’s celebrations and holidays to put themselves in the line of fire. They risked their lives to
protect others. They truly are national heroes.
I would like to make mention, and I know that he will be angry with me, of my own colleague Bill
Tilley, who is a CFA volunteer. Bill Tilley was not only out every night on a strike team fighting these
fires but then during the day he would be getting around the communities and providing assistance
wherever it was needed. He was working almost 24/7 the entire time in those early days in January
when the fires were in full flight. Bill did a tremendous job, and he deserves to be noted for that job,
as do our colleagues Tim Bull and Tim McCurdy. They also worked extremely hard in their
electorates. I know Melina Bath was out there on the ground as well, as was I and many of our
colleagues who came up and visited the areas affected by the fires. I thank all of you for your interest
that you showed in our areas.
But back to those who really need to be thanked, of course also on the ground volunteering their
services were the Victoria State Emergency Service; St John Ambulance; the defence services, both
full-time and reserve, and they are still there doing so much to assist in our community; the CWA; the
Red Cross; and the service clubs—the Rotary clubs, the Lions clubs and a whole range of service
organisations. Also I ran into a couple of graduates of the Rotary Youth Leadership Award who were
there helping the Rotary clubs. Being a former recipient of a RYLA, I was very happy to see those
young people out helping on the ground too.
In addition, we need to thank our local governments and particularly Victoria Police, the government
departments and other authorities and so many more who have contributed to our communities getting
through the worst of the fires, and I know that they will all be there for quite some time yet to assist in
the recovery efforts.
I would like to also make special mention of some other local government areas that sent staff to
actually help the Towong shire. I came across a number of these staff that had been sent from other
shires and other local government areas in the state at the incident control centre (ICC) and also up at
the Towong shire offices. Some that I can name, and I will probably miss a few here as well, are the
Alpine shire—Alpine shire had their own fires but they sent staff to help in Towong because Towong
is such a small shire and they had so much devastation that they needed a lot of assistance; Benalla
city council; Federation Council in New South Wales; Greater Shepparton City Council; Indigo shire;
Mitchell shire; Moira shire; City of Wodonga; City of Casey; Corangamite shire; City of Darebin;
City of Kingston; Macedon Ranges shire; City of Moreland; Mount Alexander shire; City of
Stonnington; Wyndham; Yarra Ranges shire—and, as I said, possibly more. All of these cities and
shires very generously made their staff available to assist in Towong, and we thank them very much.
I would also like to thank the Wodonga and Wangaratta councils and municipalities who hosted the
evacuation centres. These were not just evacuation centres for people; they were also evacuation
centres for animals. At the Wangaratta Showgrounds there was a vast variety of animals and there
were volunteers there. Volunteers from the dogs club were looking after a whole range of dogs,
including one that had just had puppies, and other animals were also housed at the showgrounds. At
the Wangaratta saleyards the horses were all kept there, and we called in and visited many people who
were there tending to all of these animals.
The Wangaratta Showgrounds was also a location for the distribution of goods that had been delivered,
and the Rotary Club of Appin Park had taken on the job of sorting all of those goods. Very generous
people had donated so much, but volunteers were needed to be involved in the sorting of those goods
and the distribution of those goods and we saw that in full flight at the Wangaratta Showgrounds. We
also saw FoodShare in Wodonga, who were receiving those donations and making sure that they got
out to people who needed them as well. So there was a huge community effort put in to getting our
communities through the worst of the impact of the fires, and the direct impact, and I know that that
huge community effort will continue to see the recovery through.
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I would like to mention some of my other colleagues from Northern Victoria Region, Tim Quilty and
Tania Maxwell, who I saw on the trail as we moved around our communities. I ran into Tania at
FoodShare in Wodonga, and Tim and I went for a briefing at the ICC together on one occasion, so I
know that everybody, not only the government, not only the Liberal and National parties but also the
crossbench, were out there showing support to our communities. I know that all of us will continue to
show that support as we go through the recovery efforts for some time to come yet.
I would like to thank the people of Australia for their generosity, love and support. It is during times
like this that the Australian spirit truly shines. I would also like to express my gratitude for the
international support that we have received from all over the world. The generosity and compassion
has been extremely comforting to our state and particularly to those people who have been directly
impacted by the fires. This condolence motion will not be the end of what we hear about the fires in
this house. There will be many more issues to be raised and debated before we have seen the full
recovery of our areas from this year’s bushfires.
I know that we will hear from Mr Meddick more on the animals, and the impact has not just been on
farm animals. There are 170 species of native animals that have been impacted in Victoria, including
19 mammal species, 13 frog species, 10 reptile species, nine bird species, 29 aquatic species, and
38 plant species. At a national level the experts estimated that more than 1 billion animals have died
in these fires. We need to make sure that this does not happen again, and that is why we need to have
the proper inquiries and the proper processes put in place to make sure that Victoria is better prepared
and that these fires do not happen again.
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (12:55): Firstly, I offer my condolences to the families and
friends of firefighters who lost their lives defending the communities that they served. They will be
missed and grieved long after the landscape and the townships have recovered. I extend my
condolences and thanks to all those from other states who fought fires, both in their own jurisdictions
and those who travelled here to help. They too are grieving for losses in lives and property. I would
like to make special mention of the crew of Zeus, three US citizens who came to Australia to help and
who lost their lives when their plane went down in the Snowy Mountains. Their families, communities
and colleagues have my sympathy also.
I have great appreciation and thanks for the members of the CFA, the ADF, the SES and Victoria
Police. Their roles cannot be understated. Minister Lisa Neville, Andrew Crisp and Steve Warrington
formed a formidable triumvirate leading the emergency response and coordination. My particular
thanks go to them. I would also like to thank Minister Symes for her assistance in facilitating some
help that I was providing to Wangaratta. These days on social media there are a number of things that
pop up and we see them with monotonous regularity sometimes.
I would just like to pay tribute to somebody else in this chamber, because every time I turned on social
media there was one person whose face kept popping up—and that was Ms Shing. Her support for her
community was just astounding. She seemed to be in 50 places at once every single day. It was just
extraordinary, to the point where when I saw her this morning I was going to ask if she perhaps had a
number of identical siblings that she had been keeping a secret from the rest of us. It was extraordinary,
and in the support of her communities she set an example for local governments, for state governments
and indeed for federal governments as to how a politician should react and should support their
communities in times of crisis.
I am always amazed and in awe of the resilience of the people of Victoria. Whenever we are faced
with such an emergency their capacity to dig deep and help others, both financially and practically,
gives us all hope in what is often a depressing world. Clothes, water, food and money have poured
into charities.
Along with the loss of human lives and property, we have seen these fires consume a tremendous
amount of agricultural land and native bush, which tragically means the loss of life for many of those
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animals that live there. Early scientific estimates suggest in excess of 1 billion lives were lost. This
only includes native animals and does not include insects or frogs. It also does not include the
tremendous loss of animals used in the agricultural sector. Hundreds of thousands of these animals,
including sheep and cattle in paddocks and chickens and pigs in sheds, for instance, have perished due
to extreme heat, smoke and burns. We probably will not ever know the final figure.
What is known is that habitat for many endangered and threatened species has been destroyed for now,
and it is entirely possible that with this widespread habitat destruction some species will be extinct and
others will now be under threat. I am grateful for the government’s swift response, committing to
$17.5 million in funding to restore habitat and to protect the threatened species.
I thank those rescuers and carers who have given their time and expertise to aid our wildlife. They
continue to do this without reward or thanks, quietly but determinedly going about their passion to
save animals. Thanks, too, to Animals Australia, Vets for Compassion, the Animal Rescue
Cooperative and others for the work they and their volunteers did and continue to do in the
coordination of the collection and distribution of supplies and veterinary, medical and logistical work
on the ground. My thanks to the vets at Melbourne Zoo, who provided expert services in wildlife care;
to the Australian Veterinary Association; to the RSPCA for their efforts near firegrounds in Gippsland;
to Five Freedoms Animal Rescue for their efforts; and especially to Wildlife Victoria for their
coordination of many rescue efforts, day in and day out, through this period—and many, many others,
too many to mention.
For those of us who sit on the outside of these disastrous situations it is a very difficult thing, because
we look and we see the efforts that are being made and we often feel very helpless ourselves. That was
my experience. I am not a member of the CFA, I am not a firefighter, I am not a member of the SES,
and I struggled to think of what I could do practically to help. So I did the only thing that I thought
possible. I made a couple of mercy runs. I hooked up a borrowed trailer. I made my office open until
late at night. I travelled to Bairnsdale and again to Wangaratta, and I dropped off full loads of
desperately needed food and emergency medical supplies for wildlife. The drive through the smoke
was a sobering experience. I thank all those that donated those supplies and dropped them off to my
office. It was a very small thing, I know, and I still feel that I have not contributed enough. Many of
the people that dropped these supplies off, just like many others of the volunteers out on the ground,
specified that they wanted no recognition; they just wanted to make a difference. That is that admirable
quality of Victorians.
I also know that there has been frustration in the world of animal rescue and care around the bushfires.
I am working with the government to ensure that a better relationship, a better arrangement and a better
response can be implemented in future, because how do we improve the way we care for wildlife
during fires—during all emergencies? What can we do better? Those are questions we should always
be asking, and we should always be open to criticism too. Otherwise, how can we possibly adapt? We
want to make the response one the world will admire and seek to copy. The world has been watching,
and it too has been generous. They have grieved with us, they have supported us and they will now
look to us to lead the way, as Victorians have always done.
We also need to recognise the reasons the fires were so severe. Victoria and Australia will be one of
the first to suffer from the effects of the climate emergency. I want to be part of a Parliament that takes
the urgent and necessary actions. Finally, while we offer our condolences for those people that have
suffered, we also offer our thanks for all those who have helped.
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (13:04): On behalf of the Liberal Democrats I offer my sincere
sympathies to the families of those who lost loved ones and to those who lost their homes, their farms
and their livelihoods to the bushfires. Many I have already met talked about our emergency services
and our volunteers. I will not repeat it, but we recognise it.
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It has been a tough few weeks. Many people have lost a lot. It was—it is—a bad season. On the worst
days it would not have mattered how prepared we were; the fires would have burnt. There is a role for
distance and perspective in talking about disasters, but I must confess today I do not have a lot of
either.
My very first speech in this place, before my official inaugural speech, was in February last year, on
the 10th anniversary of the Black Saturday bushfires. In that speech I said we should all remember
how we felt back in February 2009. I said it was my job to strive to avoid a repeat of this disaster in
the coming years and that I would not give well-meaning people a pass; I would put you all on notice.
So here we are. I am left with a terrible feeling that I did not pursue that hard enough in my first
12 months—that I did not do enough to hold the government accountable for the mismanagement of
the bush. I wonder how those of you on your side of the house feel about it.
These fires have once again hit far too close to home—my neighbours, constituents, friends and
colleagues. The people from the fire-affected communities in Northern Victoria are angry. As a former
volunteer firefighter and as a resident of Northern Victoria I understand better than many people here
the reality of fighting fires. I spent a large part of my summer break fighting fires on my parents’
property at Adelong, over the border in New South Wales. I did not plan to. I was there when the fires
broke out and subsequently got to experience firsthand many of the same issues as the people of
regional Victoria did. This is not about me, but I will draw on my own experiences.
On the day the fire broke out, over the space of a couple of hours we went from somewhat blasé to
expecting the house and farm to burn. My wife lay down for a sleep, assured everything was fine, and
woke up to be rushed to the car to evacuate the kids to town.
There was the loss of power, phones and mobiles for weeks on end. There was the ever-present
smoke—always the smoke—some days reducing visibility to a few metres. There was the isolation
and not knowing what was going on anywhere but in your own tiny, cut-off, smoky corner. There was
the inability to coordinate with other people about the fire and not knowing where the outbreaks were
happening. There were the bad days with the wind shifts and the walls of flame. At one point I thought
we were going to get cooked. There were long days and long nights with little sleep that blur together.
There was seeing the country you fought to save days or hours before burning and falling back to the
next containment line. There was the crash of falling trees—random but constant—as you blacked out
along the fire line. There was trying to talk your way through police roadblocks with out-of-area
officers with only one directive: do not let anyone in. There was knowing you could not risk leaving
to get the parts you need to fix the pump or in some cases urgently needed medical treatment because
you may not be allowed to come back in. There was guilt when you talked to neighbours who had lost
everything because by luck you did not. There was also the black humour of jokes on the fire line at
3.00 am and the coming together of communities to save each other. We saw the true nature of our
Australian spirit: resilience.
I can stand up and say on a personal level that I am a firefighter, but everyone here should be a
firefighter. My question for you today is: what did you do to fight these fires? On the whole we found
the government to be as much of an impediment as a help. When you are fighting fires you see the
world in a different way—you suddenly see everything as potential fuel. I encourage members of the
Parliament to take a moment to see the world this way as well. Once you do, you can begin to help.
The only way to stop these fires is to remove the fuel, and to do that you need to start well before the
fire does.
My family were lucky; we saved the houses and all the stock, and only about half the farm burnt. One
of my staffers was not so lucky. His parents lost their 150-year-old homestead on the south coast of
New South Wales when it came under ember attack. His 84-year-old father was not even left with the
clothes on his back after they were cut off him in hospital. Thankfully both of his parents are now fine
and being well looked after by their local community.
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I met recently with people from Walwa in my electorate, about 75 kilometres east of Wodonga. Today
I am not just going to stand with them, as suggested in one of the clauses of this motion, I am going to
deliver a message from them. They are angry. During the bushfires they were declared indefensible
and effectively abandoned. Police roadblocks prevented anybody who left from returning, and phone
lines and electricity were cut for far too many days. Roads were closed for weeks after the fires had
passed because we were not allowed to clear the dangerous trees along them before the fires got there.
The community endured uncertainty, isolation and a lack of facilities until well after the danger
subsided. They showed amazing resilience. People who knew their houses were defendable were told
that if they would not evacuate, they needed to provide contacts for their next of kin in order to speed
up the reporting of deaths once the fire had gone through.
Those running this response tell us they do not apologise for the extremist methods used. Well,
sometimes perhaps they should. Country people are not children. We have lived with risk all of our
lives. One thing I have heard repeatedly from people was that there was no respect. There was no
respect for local firefighting knowledge, no respect for people aware of the risks and no respect for
locals who just wanted to get back to their houses and their livestock. I trust that these circumstances
will be fully reviewed in the coming inquiries.
Perhaps it is impolite of me to raise some of these matters during a condolence motion. But frankly, I
think it is far worse to pretend to care but then fail to listen to country Victorians. In November I asked
Minister D’Ambrosio to answer a question about fuel load maps in state parks. That answer is now a
month overdue. I am sure she had better things to do in the last few weeks than respond to me, but
maybe this government should have been doing its job to reduce fuel loads over the last few years.
Some people no doubt will talk about the role of climate change in the bushfires and how bushfire
seasons are now worse than we have ever known. But if you acknowledge the role of climate change,
then you also have to become a firefighter. It is just not on to prevent fuel reduction and hide
information about fuel loads. If the window for hazard reduction burns has grown shorter, then we
need to devote more resources to it to get the burns done when we can. And if the government of
Victoria is incapable of managing the public lands that it holds, it needs to relinquish them to people
who can generate enough revenue from them to be able to afford to maintain them.
Over the next three years the most badly burnt areas of bush will experience massive growth of
scrub—woody weeds and blackberries. Very quickly these areas will be at extreme fire risk again, but
we do not have another 10 years to get this right. Regional Victorians should be empowered to keep
this land clear right now. In fact I would go so far as to encourage them to do whatever they need to
do in the coming winter—mechanical thinning, cultural burning, clearing fire breaks—to keep
themselves safe.
On behalf of my family, my staffer, the people of Walwa, Cudgewa and Corryong, the region of
Northern Victoria and indeed all the country people of Australia, my message to this house is your
best wishes and your condolences are not enough.
The most fundamental role of a government is to keep its citizens safe, so excuse us if we would rather
have your help to protect our homes than your empathy once they have burnt down. We need to
rebuild, and help will be appreciated. But what we really need is for you to do a better job of controlling
the fuel loads before the fires start, reject the radical environmentalist ideologies that have brought us
this devastation and better manage public lands to prevent further death and destruction.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (13:14): Like members who have spoken previously on this motion,
I would like to express my deepest condolences to those Victorian families who have lost a loved
family member, to the communities who have been so profoundly impacted and to the thousands of
people who have been evacuated from their homes—a terrifying experience. And of course in some

CONDOLENCES
64

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

of these communities the call to evacuate has not happened once, it has happened twice or sometimes
three times.
The consequence of living with that traumatic loss in your own family, your own community and your
own workplace, compounded by a genuinely terrifying fire situation and an unprecedented fire
situation in the place that is supposed to be your sanctuary and your home, is something that is very
difficult for people who have never experienced it to understand.
Mr Quilty made a number of comments that I would like to briefly respond to, and I do so in the
context of a review process that will thoroughly examine the response and recovery effort from every
angle, as is entirely appropriate. Mr Quilty’s contribution in its earlier parts painted for the chamber
and the people watching and listening to this debate a really detailed illustration of what it feels like to
be right near a fire. This is something that I have only personally experienced as a child—in 1981, a
just-before-Christmas evacuation—but I do not think that smell and that fear ever leave you. When
the northerly winds blow in a particular way, I still always feel the chill of that threat. The portrait that
Mr Quilty painted would, I think, resonate very powerfully with people who have been in that situation
and perhaps serves to illustrate for people who have never been in that situation a little bit of what it is
like.
I know that there are other members in the chamber who have worked as volunteer firefighters, who
have been in different situations at different points in their life and who have their own unique
experiences as well. Of course many members—and many who have spoken earlier on this motion
before the house today—have spent every waking moment in support of communities in their region
this summer or in other regions in other summers because, as members have observed, fire is an everpresent risk in the Victorian landscape.
We have, as I understand, seven fires still burning. We have quite some weeks to run until the fire
season as we know it—with its ever-extending reach into months like September and October and its
deeper reach into March—comes to a conclusion. We also, here in Victoria, have one of the most
challenging fire environments of any place in the world. We also have an extraordinarily sophisticated
fire response and recovery system that has been built over decades of incredibly hard-learned
experience, constant review, constant improvement and deep and thoughtful inquiries following
significant events. We have those dates that are seared in the memories of all of us over our lifetimes—
dates in the 1980s, those occasions in the 1990s and of course the fires in 2009, but also others in the
10 years since then.
So today our focus is particularly on the communities who have suffered so much this summer and
who are continuing to deal with the risk of ongoing fire activity or future fire activity. But we do so in
a context where we have learned so much and so much has been given and so much loss has been
accumulated by so many families. In memory of anyone who has been lost or impacted by fires, we
need to continue to learn and continue to adapt. But our fires are changing. The intensity, the duration
of the season and just the sheer number of fires that have presented themselves this summer have
created new challenges and different challenges, and so again we respond and we learn.
I want to respond to a couple of things that Mr Quilty said. It was not my intention to really reflect too
much on comments of other members speaking in the debate today, but I just want to reassure
Mr Quilty’s friends and family and constituents that no-one is pretending to care. Everyone cares very
deeply. No-one who is involved in the fire response in any way—people who are fundraising through
their community networks; people who are working as volunteers or as employees in fire response;
people including of course our minister, Lisa Neville, and Premier Daniel Andrews; members of
Parliament who have spoken in the debates today about their own experience in their electorate,
including Ms Shing, Ms Garrett and Ms Bath, and Mr Bull and Mr Tilley in the other place and many
others—is pretending to care. The way in which we respond to fires in Victoria is based not on
ideology but on the very best evidence and practice that can be deployed. That has been learned here
and that can be learned around the world.
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Some communities live with an ever-present fire risk. To the point about country people knowing
what is defendable and what is not, the royal commission after 2009 found that in some circumstances,
sometimes, fires can be so intense that that historical way of us thinking about that needed to shift.
And then people move. I am reminded of a couple of community forums that I went to as the then
government was considering the royal commission’s recommendations. There were a last half a dozen
or so recommendations that the government wanted to consult with affected communities on, and so
I was at a community meeting in the Golden Plains shire and another in Halls Gap. In Halls Gap,
really, the discussion was about the economic impacts of fire even when fire is not anywhere to be
seen for hundreds of kilometres. But in the community meeting of—if memory serves me right—
Snake Valley, there were people whose families had lived there for generations and there were people
who had only been around for a few years. I was really struck by the difference in people’s cultural
expectations about what support would be available if they had a fire. This might sound like a country
person’s view of the city—and I am not wanting to be in any way insensitive to the experience of
people who move from the city to the country, because of course what a wonderful thing for them to
do, and there should be more of it—but the people who had grown up in an urban setting sort of
wondered why the fire trucks would not just come.
It was just because that was their lived experience and that was what they had always known. Many
of them were farmers or people living on rural blocks who had grown up all their lives knowing about
fire risks. They just had a fundamentally different view about it. One of the things that has actually
been something of a comfort to me watching this horrific set of circumstances that we have had has
been the crystal-clear clarity in the messages that have been broadcast to communities. No-one could
be in any doubt about the very best information on the weather or the very best information on where
fire activity was going to impact and when. Of course there is a lot of science at work in all of this, but
fire behaviour can be unpredictable and circumstances can change incredibly quickly. So that clarity
of message to people about what they need to do so that we can keep them safe, I think, has been one
of the truly great lessons from the royal commission in 2009, in a very long list of important lessons.
That people are left in no doubt about what the risk quite possibly is and will be and what the likely
impact will be is very, very important. In visiting fire-impacted communities in the last couple of
weeks, I have had conversations with people on more than a few occasions where they have said, ‘The
first time we were asked to evacuate we decided to stay because we are pretty well prepared and we
know what to do, and it was utterly terrifying the second time we left and the third time we left’.
I just wanted to take the opportunity to briefly reflect on a couple of things in my own portfolio. I do
so conscious that this debate is about remembering the lives that have been lost and the families that
have been devastated, but I will just briefly make some comments. Other members have spoken at
some length about the devastation to the natural environment. Some people have spoken at length
about the wildlife that has been lost and those pictures that have been broadcast around the world.
Some people have spoken about the livestock that has been impacted and all the people, volunteers
and people in various professional capacities, that have worked with those animals as well.
The economic loss is significant. Communities where many businesses take a third or 50 per cent of
their annual income in the busy summer peak holiday period have profoundly felt the impact of these
fires. They will continue to do so, and we need to do everything we can to assist their economic
recovery. For people who have lost a loved one, that hole in their family cannot be repaired and there
is nothing government or anybody else can do to put that family back together, but there is quite a bit
that we can all do to help put an economy back together and to help support a community to be as
strong as it can be, even if it might never be the same again in so many ways.
If I could just take a moment to really recognise the effort in support of this enormous response and
recovery effort in my own portfolios, people continue to work around the clock to reopen bushfireimpacted roads. The scale of these fires, as members have remarked during the debate, is immense.
But just to give you a sense, counting the arterial roads only, not even counting the council roads, it is
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1400 kilometres in the fire-affected areas. More than 1000 of those have now been fully reopened, and
work continues on the others.
There is a great spirit of cooperation between agency partners. It is meticulous work, and I found
myself describing to a lot of people what happens to the roads when the fires come through—like, is
it the intense heat that creates the problem? The intense heat does create some problems, but
overwhelmingly it is the damage to trees and the risk of them falling that is the thing that needs to be
dealt with to ensure that people can safely return to some semblance of their normal life. It is
meticulous work. It is a tree-by-tree analysis and response. There have been arborists coming from all
over the place to support that work. The tree clearing work has been very significantly assisted by
members of the Australian Defence Force, so I express my thanks to the federal government for
making those amazing young men and women available to assist. Contractors and agencies are doing
a remarkable job, so I do want to thank them for that. People can now drive the entire length of the
Princes Highway to the New South Wales border. Other roads are being opened as quickly as is
humanly possible as long as it is safe to do so. There has also been assistance for people to put together
things like vehicle registration for vehicles destroyed and drivers licences for licences left behind in
an evacuation. Our road network is of course a lifeline for people, and the quick restoration of it is
essential for a return to assess the damage, a return to rebuilding local economies.
Businesses have been very significantly impacted. Those involved in tourism have been particularly
affected. The government is really leaving no stone unturned to find ways to support a return to
tourism. This morning the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, the member for Gippsland
East and I announced a novel sort of way of attracting the million or so people who like to go fishing
back to our fire-affected communities and to encourage them to stay and spend and fill their esky but
to take their rod and reel as well. There are a number of other things that have been announced by the
tourism industry and by our government in support of that, and that work will continue because those
images of Victoria and indeed Australia burning have been seen by so many people around the world.
I also thank the people at the Victorian Fisheries Authority. Usually water-based government agencies
do not have much of a role in fire response, but when communities are isolated—and in particular I
am thinking of the Mallacoota community—it turns out the boats are pretty handy. There was some
wonderful work undertaken. The Gippsland region fisheries authority has 15 people. There was
certainly quite some time there where there was only one person on actual fisheries work and
everybody else was working in that extraordinary cross-agency, cross-government collaboration—
that enormous machine that kicks into gear that we have built so well over so many years in Victoria
to support people in difficult times.
I would also like to mention again a sort of portfolio perspective on our abalone industry. Our abalone
industry in the eastern region produces a world-renowned product, much of it exported to China. They
are the largest employer in Mallacoota, and they lost their processing plant. But the western region
and the central zone have been assisting them, and they are well advanced in their plans about what
comes next, with some great ideas about maybe building something, picking up the sentiment that the
Prime Minister expressed about not just rebuilding but rebuilding and a bit better. They have got some
ideas about how they can have an enhanced rebuilt facility, but we certainly are working with them to
assist them in getting back to production at the earliest opportunity. That work supports the livelihoods
of around 200 people in Mallacoota alone.
Just returning to where I commenced, our hearts are incredibly heavy as we remember the people who
have died in these fires. I thank the members who were able to describe to us these people and their
families and to tell us a bit more about them during the course of the debate. In their memory, as a
Parliament and as a government, we all need to recommit to continued learning to ensure that
communities have every support they need as we help those communities rebuild and get back on their
feet to whatever extent is possible.
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Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:35): I welcome the opportunity to join this condolence
motion and join other members who have spoken already in recognising those who have lost their
lives as a result of these horrific bushfires, those who have lost their homes and property and those
who have been displaced as a result of these fires which, as other members have noted, continue to
burn in several locations.
In condoling the loss of five lives I wish to particularly mention William John Slade, Bill Slade, who
lost his life on 11 January. Mr Slade was a lifelong resident of the broader Wonthaggi region, having
grown up on a local dairy farm. He was an outstanding football player and former club president and
a contributor in so many ways to many different organisations. I had the privilege of attending his
funeral, and whilst I did not know Mr Slade personally, I know very well some of his friends. He was
described at his funeral in such beautiful ways, and he has been described by our mutual friends as the
type of character that all of us who are lucky enough to represent country communities would
recognise in the small towns throughout Victoria, as someone who is deeply ingrained in the local
community, has a deep love for the local community, whose first priority is his family, his friends and
his community, and who gives his time freely and willingly to help others, the sort of character that
we would often describe as the backbone of a local community. As a 40-year veteran of Parks Victoria
he knew so intimately and so well the bush and Victoria’s forests, and as was described, despite his
age he was incredibly fit, resourceful and had great capacity when it came to working in the bush and
understanding the bush.
I want to acknowledge the way the emergency services family, including the Parks Victoria team from
Wonthaggi and throughout other parts of Gippsland, the CFA, Victoria Police and others at his funeral
formed a guard of honour. Their presence to support each other showed enormous solidarity, love and
respect not just for Bill Slade but for each other and their combined task of helping to put out these
fires, manage these fires and respond for the future. I also wish to compliment Bill’s children, Ethan
and Steph, for their remarkable courage and their beautiful words and sharing of their stories about
their father in the way they did in such a dignified and respectful, but beautiful, way.
These fires have left a huge scar on the people of Victoria and on so many Victorian communities. We
have been lucky in a sense with the response from so many community members and volunteers,
emergency services workers and other agencies, from the seasonal firefighters, the full-time
firefighters, the overseas firefighters, the wonderful CFA volunteers, the best of the community. I have
watched with interest and I have spoken to many CFA volunteers I know throughout Eastern Victoria
Region who have participated in strike teams. There is a fantastic photo that a friend of mine sent who
was part of one of the strike teams of about half a dozen tankers from the Mornington Peninsula. They
were part of a strike team that was deep behind the lines of the fires, accessing a water point, waiting
to fill up, and there were 50 or 60 volunteers from the Mornington Peninsula at the other end of Eastern
Victoria Region, in far East Gippsland, responding to the call and helping to try to put out these fires.
There have been strike teams I know from the Dandenong Ranges. One in particular I know was led
by my good friend John Schurink, and I pay tribute to those members of that area who have also gone
down to help with the East Gippsland fires. As I said earlier, the fires continue, and the call for strike
teams continues to be put out.
Other members have touched on this in the debate, and I note the comments from Minister Neville
that there has been a recent uptake in the number of people wishing to volunteer for the CFA, and that
is a good thing. Of course those new volunteers cannot fight fires unless they have previous
experience; they cannot fight fires this season because there is a process and training that need to be
undertaken before they are fire ready. What we do know though is that in recent times the number of
volunteers has been decreasing, and I think a significant part of that can be attributed to the fire services
reform that this government has been absolutely determined to push through, determined to make
happen, and it puts at risk and raises questions about the future surge capacity of the CFA. I am pleased
that members of the community have responded by joining the CFA, but to me there is little doubt that
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the reforms that the Andrews government has prosecuted have made it less attractive for many
members of the CFA to remain as volunteers with the CFA.
In addition to those on the front line, we have seen relief centres quickly arranged. Councils such as
the East Gippsland Shire Council, Wellington shire, Latrobe and, even further afield, the Gippsland
Local Government Network provided resources and assistance to help those in East Gippsland in
particular. We saw Mornington Peninsula shire assist in responding to the evacuees from Mallacoota
transported by ship to the port of Hastings or to HMAS Cerberus and accommodate and assist those.
The Red Cross, the Salvos and Rotary did also. I know the peninsula cluster of Rotary has donated
$10 000. The outflow of support has been remarkable.
I was with the member for Gippsland East, Tim Bull, in Bairnsdale for several days, and was with him
on one day in particular in January when he responded to a call to go to a factory and help a group of
friends from the northern suburbs who had through Facebook helped to organise 10 truckloads of
supplies of food, clothing, water and other essentials, and we helped them unload those trucks. There
must have been 30 or 40 people in this group who had donated so much time and collected so many
goods to help those who they did not know but who were fellow Victorians in need. That sort of story
could be told time and time again. Or there is the story of the Lucknow locals who turned the Lucknow
hall into a relief centre for a period, providing food, clothing and other essentials. Led by Wendy
McPhan and Jodie Crane, the work they did helped people who needed it to get the things they needed
then.
Others have spoken about the role of the ADF, and I just want to touch on that. Mr Davis in his
contribution made reference to his grandfather and the fact that the ADF has been involved in previous
firefighting efforts, and I am sure that is true, but I think the scale of the response of the ADF during
these fires has been much larger than previously. It gives access to resources, skills and capacity that
state agencies do not have. State agencies have many skills, many resources and many capacities, as
do volunteer organisations, but some of the equipment that the ADF has access to is unique, and it
made such a significant difference in these fires.
The evacuation of Mallacoota, as other members have spoken of, is the most obvious example. I was
at Somerville when the first ship from Mallacoota arrived and then at HMAS Cerberus when the next
ship arrived, and knowing that there was no road access or egress—the airport was closed because of
smoke and other factors—the navy’s involvement turned around what could have been a very, very
difficult long-term proposition and provided an excellent solution to evacuating people from the beach
at Mallacoota. Similarly the location of the East Sale RAAF base provided an excellent staging ground
to provide supplies into isolated and remote communities, supplying at times hay and fodder for stock
that were at risk of dying and providing water, fuel and other essentials to a range of isolated
communities.
Federal governments over time have rationalised defence force bases and locations. The ADF will
continue and governments will continue to make decisions about defence force asset locations,
principally around national security interests no doubt. But the role of the navy, the RAAF—
particularly the East Sale RAAF base—and to a lesser degree HMAS Cerberus cannot be understated
in helping to provide extra resources and capacity to the state agencies and the volunteer effort.
I also want to acknowledge, as other members have, the enormous impact on the wildlife and
biodiversity throughout Gippsland, particularly East Gippsland, and other parts of Victoria as a result
of these fires. I had the absolute privilege to chat to some of the RSPCA volunteers in Bairnsdale one
afternoon who were working from the mobile clinic. It had four vets working, at the time I was there,
on four koalas that had been transported from the fire zone, that had survived. There were about a
dozen team members there, most of them volunteering their time, most of them taking time off work
to help protect and treat animals that had been injured in the fires.
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Ms Bath has previously mentioned the Gippsland Emergency Relief Fund. The GERF, as it is known,
has a long history of responding to the many natural disasters that Gippsland has been afflicted with.
Its origin arose from the 1977–78 bushfires in Gippsland, when there was a need to provide emergency
assistance to Gippsland people. I want to again acknowledge the role that the GERF has played in
providing almost immediate, instantaneous assistance to those who need it. It is an organisation with
a volunteer board of highly respected individuals. It can process contributions—donations—quickly
and see that money turned around in a very speedy fashion to those that need it on the ground
immediately. As part of an immediate response the GERF has done a great job. I just want to pay
tribute to it, its team, its volunteers, everything it represents, its ethos flowing from a previous natural
disaster for Gippsland and what it means.
There has been much talk about these bushfires being unprecedented, and depending on the parameters
one chooses to use there are elements of these fires that have not occurred before. Whilst we condole
and mourn the loss of five lives and we condole and mourn the loss of so much property and so many
homes, I think we recognise that Black Saturday, in terms of loss of life, was a very dark, very difficult
period for Victoria. There have been previous fires that have burnt more hectares, such as the 1939
fires. There have been many other events that have been significant or on a similar scale to these
fires—the Ash Wednesday fires; as I mentioned, the 1939 fires; and since my election to this place the
2006–07 fires that burnt over 1.2 million hectares; the June 2007 floods in Gippsland, where seven
rivers burst their banks, causing tens of millions of dollars of damage; the Black Saturday fires that I
mentioned, including in Eastern Victoria Region the Bunyip State Park fire and the Central Gippsland
fire that took 11 lives and 145 homes; the 2012 floods; and of course, as Ms Shing mentioned, the fire
in 2019—the Bunyip fire—that burnt in excess of 100 000 hectares.
I mention them really in the context that the notion of fire and its devastating consequences are not
new to my electorate and they are not new to Victoria. Whilst this is a condolence motion, I want to
touch on some of the issues that I think we as a Parliament and as a community need to address moving
forward. The Leader of the Government sought to address the issue of controlled burning in his
contribution. I just want to remind him of what he had said on a previous occasion. On a previous
occasion the minister had endorsed the bushfires royal commission recommendation of a rolling
average of 5 per cent of public land to be burnt each and every year, recommendation 56 of the royal
commission into Black Saturday.
Whilst we will not debate this in detail today, it is a matter I think that the Parliament should consider
at a future time. On 30 August 2010, as then Minister for Environment and Climate Change,
Mr Jennings is reported as having said:
We have listened to communities, fire experts and key stakeholders before making this decision and we
believe committing to the rolling 385 000 hectare target is one of the keys to making Victoria safer from
bushfires.

I would agree with the minister in that statement. The unfortunate thing is that in the five years of this
government we have not got close to that target—that commitment that the minister made on behalf
of the Labor Party and on behalf of his government.
I believe the argument around asset protection and hectares burnt as a dichotomy and an either/or
proposition is erroneous. It is not necessarily an either/or proposition. We can protect assets as well as
reduce fuel in the public land estate in a way that increases community safety and mitigates the worst
bushfires. No doubt that is why the royal commission made that recommendation.
Minister Pulford in her contribution talked about the efforts to open roads and make them safe. I
commend all those who have been involved in that task, which she appropriately attributed to the state
agencies that have been tasked with that, with support from the ADF and others. The question which
sits behind that praise, which I echo, is: why were so many roadsides so full of fuel and why wasn’t
there more done to reduce fuel loads and the risk of falling trees to mitigate fire and to help reopen
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roads if a fire takes place? I have got no quibble at all with the efforts of those on the ground who have
done a remarkable job in responding to the issues that presented post the fire.
The Princes Highway to New South Wales has just recently opened. As the minister said, key arterial
roads like that are the lifeblood of communities. Again, but for the helicopters of the ADF and the
ships of the navy, many of those communities in far East Gippsland would have been isolated with
the Princes Highway being closed. Again, the Black Saturday royal commission made
recommendations about appropriate fuel reduction vegetation management in managing competing
priorities of biodiversity management and protection and bushfire prevention. Indeed on page 16 the
royal commission addresses these specific issues. I would suggest that this is something which needs
to be examined at a future point and greater clarity given around bushfire mitigation in the context of
what has occurred during these fires and the challenges that all have found in making roads safe to
reopen post the fires.
It is because of issues such as this that I believe we need an independent review of these fires. I support
the comments of the Leader of the Opposition in calling for such an independent, cross-party inquiry
into these bushfires. Too much has been lost and too much is at stake not to have an independent, open
process where members of the community can tell their stories and give their perspectives and where
the learnings that they have can be shared with the community.
Just on the issue of roadside fuel reduction and fire mitigation, in other parts of my electorate, including
areas around parts of West Gippsland and South Gippsland into the Mornington Peninsula, some
roadsides are cut for hay. That to me, in certain areas, seems like an eminently reasonable and sensible
idea, to reduce fuel, reduce fire risk and provide extra fodder for farmers in a way that can be easily
contracted and can be easily managed.
In condoling about the loss and looking forward, we need to identify what needs to be done to mitigate
that loss, because without strong, clear and good policy direction from governments—state, federal
and local—and engagement with the community, the loss that is currently being experienced will be
exacerbated. I want to refer to three specific issues which will require leadership, investment and a
clear policy direction from government.
I was astounded and disappointed that so many small businesses and so many communities that rely
on tourism to employ people, to generate revenue, to make money, literally hundreds of kilometres
from the fire front suffered enormous cancellations. It is one thing that the fires could not have come
at a worse time for the tourism industry of East Gippsland, but to hear that people had cancelled
holidays on Phillip Island and in large parts of South Gippsland and in West Gippsland, that foreign
tourists cancelled trips to Victoria because of the fires, shows there is a lot of work to be done and that
the impact of the fires from a tourism perspective is much broader than just the East Gippsland region
and indeed much broader than just the north-east or Gippsland in toto. As I say, tourists from interstate
and overseas have cancelled holidays on the basis of the fires and what they believe to be the risk. At
a time when places such as the Gippsland Lakes are now competing against low-cost flights to Bali
and other destinations, it is going to take a concerted, long-term campaign to assist those communities
to generate visitor activity to keep those businesses going and to make them profitable and selfsustaining.
The Leader of the Government and I think the Deputy Leader of the Government both referred in their
contributions to the role of timber harvesters and contractors in helping to respond to the bushfires by
cutting down trees, clearing roadways and using the significant capital machinery that is at their
disposal to help respond to the bushfires by clearing firebreaks and dealing with damaged trees that
are a safety risk. That is the way that industry has operated for decades and generations. When there
is a natural disaster, it is all hands to the wheel to manage and respond to that natural disaster.
If the government continues with its current policy settings, that industry will not exist. Those
machines will not exist and that response capacity will be lost, making it much harder for state
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agencies, farmers, ADF or whoever to respond to a future fire event, and there will be future fire
events. The loss of that capacity will have a materially significant negative impact on bushfire response
in the future, and to me it gives cause to reconsider the government’s decision to shut that industry. It
is a mistake, and the government should reconsider it.
The last point on the future that I want to touch on is the issue of mental health. Minister Hunt has
made a significant mental health funding announcement on behalf of the Morrison government. The
state government, the Andrews government, has made a significant mental health funding
announcement as a result of the fires, but I implore the minister, I implore the government to think
about the long term and to make sure that in the upcoming May budget and through the forward
estimates allocations are made to help those in need as a result of these fires.
In a minute, let me just recount an experience. Following Black Saturday I engaged with a number of
communities throughout my electorate and I saw in action a remarkable number of dedicated
professionals and volunteers helping those in need, and there were mental health service grants and
availability as a result. After about two years most of that funding was concluded. In around 2013, so
several years after the Black Saturday fires, I was put in touch separately with two different families
that I came to know very well. In the subsequent years I dealt with them for an extended period and
most of the services had been concluded. Some were still on offer but most had basically decamped
and gone back to Melbourne or the funding that had been provided had been either not continued or
had been reduced over time.
The people I am talking about, who I obviously will not name, actually coped with the fire response
for the first few years pretty well. Houses were rebuilt, they managed in the initial phase and they
managed in the medium term, but things started to come off the rails three and four years down the
track, and that can be attributed to the Black Saturday fires. I implore the government to make sure
that, as I say, when Treasurer Pallas delivers his next budget he has allocation and provision through
the forward estimates period for mental health support and other associated services for those who are
impacted by the fires that are not presenting or seeking help now but may well be seeking help in three
or four years time.
Finally I just want to acknowledge my colleagues who have worked so hard throughout this period
and not in any partisan way. I know that members in the other place across party lines have been
working hard throughout this period, but on a personal note I just want to acknowledge Bill Tilley, the
member for Benambra, and Tim Bull, the member for Gippsland East, for their efforts and what they
have been doing throughout this period.
I welcome the opportunity to join this condolence motion, and I look forward to another opportunity
in the near future to debate some of those issues for bushfire response in the future and the learnings
that have not yet been adopted from previous reports and recommendations.
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (14:08): I plan to keep my condolence motion quite succinct
today for a number of reasons. As Ms Shing mentioned, this is quite an emotional topic to be standing
here doing a condolence motion on, particularly given that the fires had an enormous and devastating
effect in my electorate of Northern Victoria, but I also realise and respect that there are other speakers
who are waiting to do their condolence motions as well. I would also like to acknowledge and reiterate
the sentiments that have been expressed here today by everybody in the chamber. It has been lovely
to stand here and listen to such eloquent condolences.
It is with great sadness that I stand here today to pay respect to those who lost their lives either whilst
performing their duties to save others’ lives and properties or whilst protecting their own homes here
in Victoria during what has been a shocking fire season throughout our state. Bushfires have a
devastating effect on our land, communities and animals, with the ultimate devastation being the loss
of lives.
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To the families of David Moresi, Bill Slade, Mat Kavanagh, Mick Roberts and Fred Becker, I send
my deepest condolences. I can only imagine that this must be an incredibly difficult and traumatic
time for you all. My words here today will sadly not heal your pain, but I hope with love and support
from family, friends and your community, you will be able to take comfort from those who surround
you in your time of need. This is a heartache that you never expect to happen when a loved one walks
out the door and does not return, and recovering from such a tragedy can be an extremely painful and
lifelong journey.
To the families in New South Wales, South Australia and the ACT, I also wish to send my heartfelt
condolences to their families who have lost loved ones and for the stress and devastation these fires
have caused.
I would also like to acknowledge the serious impact these fires have on townships, communities and
our wildlife, who have all suffered terribly in the past few months. It will take years before the recovery
is completed, and my electorate of Northern Victoria has experienced a disaster which we hope will
never be repeated.
I praise the courage and commitment of all firefighters, emergency services personnel and first
responders in protecting our state and of those who have volunteered in any capacity. I express my
sincere gratitude to all those assisting in the recovery as I know many of you must be completely
exhausted.
Minister Symes mentioned Wangaratta—my home town—and the incredible sharing of kindness that
we saw. We have gratitude for the generosity of people who travelled up from Melbourne, who
brought truckloads of food and prepared and cooked meals, who went up to support firefighters who
they did not believe were being fed. They put on a concert. They have done so much in our time of
need, and I would sincerely like to thank them. We had another group of psychologists and counsellors
who travelled up to the relief centre in Wangaratta, and they provided what was a child-safe space.
That space was so important to the children who had been evacuated from their towns, who needed
that normalising of their day, and it also provided an opportunity for parents to be able to have adult
discussions with other adults, without discussing their needs and concerns in front of their children.
I also opened my office up, and the generosity of people within our community was incredible. I had
no idea of what to expect, and I have to say I was extremely humbled. My staff and I delivered seven
carloads and two truckloads up to FoodShare. We could not clean our office out quick enough. In the
time we travelled those 45 minutes to Wodonga, unloaded and then travelled back—as soon as we got
back—my office would be completely full once again, so the generosity of people was absolutely
astounding.
I would also like to take this moment to thank the councils in my electorate of north-east Victoria, as
I know that they opened their doors and provided whatever form of support they could to all those
within our communities.
I also give thanks to all who joined us from overseas. It is wonderful to see the reciprocation of support
at this time, and your efforts to join us over this lengthy fire period are certainly greatly appreciated by
all. Unfortunately three of your comrades will sadly not return home, and for that I feel extremely
saddened. Once again, I send my sincere, heartfelt sympathy to all the families affected by the loss of
these three men. Rest in peace, gentlemen; you will certainly not be forgotten.
On a final note, I would also like to bring up something that concerns me greatly. To arsonists who
have started some of these fires throughout Australia, it is an act of disgraceful behaviour, and I
certainly hope that you will be caught and held accountable for the devastation and trauma that you
have created in innocent peoples’ lives.
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Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (14:15): I welcome the opportunity to speak to this
condolence motion. While at the start of each parliamentary day we acknowledge the traditional
owners of the land on which we meet, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, today I also want to
acknowledge the very particular pain being felt by traditional owners of the lands that have been
devastated by this summer’s bushfires. To have cared for country for tens of thousands of years and
to witness its unprecedented destruction, to have cultural and spiritual connection severed, must be
truly heartbreaking.
The beginning of this new decade will not be forgotten. This summer has changed everything. The
bushfires that have ravaged eastern Australia so far this summer have been unprecedented in scale and
severity. Lives and homes have been lost, over a billion animals have been killed and an ecological
catastrophe has unfolded before our eyes. Local economies have been hit so hard, and the impact on
landscapes and food production will be significant well into the future.
On behalf of the Greens I echo the sentiments of those who have already spoken and all in this chamber
in offering our heartfelt condolences to those who have lost loved ones—their families, friends and
communities—those who have lost their lives and homes and all their possessions, and the
communities that are suffering so much. We cannot begin to imagine what you have been through,
what it was like to face those walls of fire and run for your life. We know that the healing will take
years to come. You have our commitment that we will walk with you and be there with you in every
possible way.
In the aftermath Victorians in cities and towns across the state have had to deal with smoke-filled cities
and skies. Millions of us now check our phones not just for the weather but for smoke levels. Face
masks have become a necessary accessory. This year the climate crisis arrived in Victoria. The deeply
unsettling images out of Mallacoota have become internationally symbolic of the global climate crisis.
I offer our deep appreciation and gratitude to the firefighters, other emergency services personnel and
all the volunteers who have given so much already this summer in protecting and caring for people,
wildlife and the natural environment.
I also want to commend the Premier, his government and the emergency services commissioner for
their management of the immediate bushfire crisis. My colleagues and I have appreciated the
willingness to provide briefings and keep us abreast of what was happening.
Times like this remind us in the most poignant of ways that we are all in this together, connected by
something that is bigger than ourselves. Seeing the earth that we depend on for life being destroyed
has reminded us that everything that we do for it matters. When we care for those who have lost
everything, we are connected to their pain and suffering in the hope that we can help ease it. When we
nurture wildlife that have lost their shelter, we understand how vulnerable they are to how we care for
their habitat. When we speak to someone about how they are feeling after watching the devastation
from afar, we realise we feel the same feelings they do: sometimes lost and overwhelmed, at a loss
about what we can do to make things better. Together we are facing this challenge.
In the face of the devastation we have seen tremendous caring and courage. The generosity of
Victorians has shone through, from people volunteering their time and their homes to giving so much
in the way of donations. This capacity for connection, care and resilience is what we as a community
will need to foster as we face the ongoing challenges of the climate crisis, because make no mistake,
we are now experiencing what scientists have been warning us about for years.
In speaking to Victorians in the last few weeks, including people from bushfire-affected areas, I have
found both my despair and my hope for the future reflected back to me: the despair of having lost so
much, of witnessing the fires rip through beautiful forests, of suffering wildlife and seeing the sun
through a smoke haze. Even for those who knew it was coming, the reality has been almost too much
to bear. We grieve for individual losses and we grieve for the planet. We are united in how we
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experience grief when we lose what we have loved, and many of us are feeling grief for the future of
the planet. That grief comes in part from a feeling of hopelessness. However, there is hope; we can
act. We will honour the losses by learning the lessons of this summer.
Climate change is real, it is here, and urgent significant action is needed. For context, the bushfires and
the devastating consequences that we are commemorating today occurred in a world where there has
been just a 1-degree increase in temperature. A 2-degree increase will change our lives unimaginably.
Any higher, and we are putting the very existence of human life on the planet at risk. There can be no
more politics as usual. If we do not act, then our governments will indeed become experts in disaster
management.
In our collective failure to fully imagine the consequences of climate change, now no longer to be
imagined but instead actually experienced, we must heed the call of the community and take the action
necessary to give hope to future generations. We all want Victorians to have a safe and healthy future
and to be confident that there will continue to be a rich and thriving environment that can sustain our
beautiful and diverse communities. The next few years are critical if we are to mitigate the disruption
of a changed climate, including more bushfires, heatwaves, droughts and floods. We are being called
on to act, to do everything we can in the service of life—the life of people and the planet. And I am
hopeful. I have to be. It is a hope based on the way communities came together this summer to protect
and care for each other and for the wildlife and for nature.
My commitment to the people of Victoria is that we will continue to do all that we can to ensure urgent
and ambitious climate action. This means transitioning out of coal and gas as soon as possible, with a
transition plan for impacted communities. The time for bold climate action that addresses coal and gas
is now. We will turn our rage, despair and hope into strong action.
This summer is not over yet. Fires are still burning across eastern Australia and the risk of more fires
remains. Our firefighters and emergency services do such a magnificent job and we will do whatever
we can to support them. Times like these are scary, but together we can find the strength and courage
to keep fighting for strong climate action and a safe future for all.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (14:22): The bushfires, as I am sure is a sentiment that is
shared in this chamber, have been absolutely devastating, haven’t they—I do not think there is any
other word for it—and extremely confronting.
I attended, along with many other members, a bushfire briefing update last night. It has already been
said—I am not saying anything that has not been said, and I will say that I will be succinct also out of
respect for the regional members who have really gone into great detail and have had that very much
organic experience—but I am just thinking about the 1.56 million hectares burnt, the 405 residential
properties gone, the 653 non-residential structures gone, the 7000 farm animals lost and the 50 per
cent habitat loss for 173 Victorian rare or threatened species. It is almost overwhelming, but of course
we have to confront it, deal with it and accept it, and we are. Certainly our government is tackling
these issues head-on, along with the myriad of wonderful volunteers and not-for-profit organisations
across the state.
At the same time, there have been something like 1720 aircraft dispatches and 749 kilometres of
reopened road structures. Thinking about that is also overwhelming, but it is at least a positive amongst
so much devastation. A further 630 kilometres is being made safe, which is no mean feat.
I would also like to acknowledge my deep compassion and empathy for the families of Mat Kavanagh,
Bill Slade, Mick Roberts, Fred Becker and David Moresi. I am deeply appreciative of the personal
stories that have been shared here of people who are in those regions and are able to be in touch with
those families who will be going through unimaginable grief. Although I have not been in this
particular situation and would not in any way try to replicate that whatsoever, my understanding of
grief, having experienced it many, many years ago, is that you can cry and cry and cry and you do not
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feel better. It does not stop the pain, and it takes many, many months for that pain to ease. I know
probably all human beings at one time or another will have to confront it, but obviously these families
have had no preparation and that sudden loss would be traumatic.
Ms Shing interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Traumatic is the word, and thank you, Ms Shing. I think that is exactly the word in
this circumstance because no matter how much you try you can never truly prepare for death.
I would also like to express gratitude, at the risk of overlapping with some of the other speeches that
have been made today, to the Premier. Strong leadership gives us all confidence. I want to say that.
He also is somebody who grew up in a regional area, but I do not think you have to be from a regional
area to understand suffering. Minister Neville has shown extraordinary rigour, and I applaud her being
able to just get on with it and do what she needed to do in spite of lack of sleep. It would have been
very emotional and confronting for her as well. To Emergency Management Victoria, the State
Control Centre, Andrew Crisp and Steve Warrington I would also like to pass on my gratitude, and to
the firefighters of course—the MFB, the CFA, Forest Fire Management Victoria, those from interstate
and overseas; it is all very much appreciated—to emergency services across the board including
Victoria Police, the SES, the ADF and the paramedics, as well as to the councils, medical staff and
veterinary services.
Something that really stood out to me is that all these people are on the front line. I read in a story that
somebody said that whilst the firefighters were on a particular occasion putting out fires they could
hear the sound of crying koalas literally burning. I just felt sick inside. That freezes you up, and you
are just like, ‘They’re having to deal with all this on top of putting out the fires. They’re having to see
people in shock, and it is very full on’. From one human being to another, I feel deep empathy and
deep admiration for their strength and courage in such difficult circumstances.
I also want to thank Parks Victoria, all the not-for-profits that are putting in incredible work to care for
the wildlife, and the wildlife carers and so many volunteers. I cannot imagine how difficult that must
be, but I was trying to think, ‘So what keeps them going?’. Well, the love of fellow beings and animals
and the like—for every life saved, every animal saved and every tree preserved. That is probably
enough in itself to fuel that inspiration to keep going, but I still think it takes a special disposition to
find that inner strength. Not just anyone can do that, so I do not want to be dismissive. I think it takes
incredible inner reserve to keep fighting and to keep doing that in the face of incredible tragedy, but it
is very much appreciated and every effort made is worthwhile.
Finally what I was going to say is that I think what has happened through this crisis reminds me of
how deeply connected we are to our country and to our beautiful animals and to the people who look
after the land. I actually think the traditional owners are probably some of the best teachers in this
regard, with the way they are always reminding us to acknowledge country. Having said that, I think
as Australians we can all relate and feel deeply, deeply distressed by what has happened.
What I did like very much in addition to the tremendous efforts that have been going on in the regional
areas and will continue to go on for years to come was people in my local urban area, all the cafes
et cetera, encouraging people to donate. I just loved that. They felt helpless. They were like, ‘We would
like to be out there helping too, but obviously we don’t want to add more bodies that are going to mean
that the emergency services have to watch out for us as well’. Being mindful of that, they tempered
that temptation and instead turned their efforts to fundraising, like everywhere you went—and this is
Southern Metro. But people cared deeply, whether in the city or whether in the regional areas. I have
made a pledge to take my esky—I have not got there yet but I will. I also like the idea of having a bit
of a holiday in a regional area as well. It is good to be reminded of that anyway—this is our beautiful
country—and I am confident that many fellow Victorians will do the same. I wish all the best to our
beautiful regional areas, and I want everyone to know that we are with them.
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Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (14:30): I rise today with sadness to convey my
condolences to the families who have lost loved ones in these fires and to convey my heartfelt
sympathy to those who have lost homes, property, farms, livestock and livelihoods. I also rise to thank
those thousands of personnel, both volunteer and professional, who have put their own lives at risk to
save the lives and property of others and who are still working today to extinguish fires and support
individuals and communities. I rise also to thank the federal government for their extensive support,
both financial and through manpower and resources.
In 1904 Dorothea Mackellar wrote:
I love a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges,
Of droughts and flooding rains.

While Australia’s landscape, flora and fauna are the envy of the world, its tragic pitfall is its
inescapable frequency of extreme weather events and climate. We are a country of cyclones, floods,
droughts and fires. Nothing is unprecedented in nature. However, unfortunately government failure
can be unprecedented. In fact, as many of us know, fire is a necessary component of regrowth in much
of our native flora. Exploring Australia’s east coast in 1770 Captain James Cook described the land as
‘a continent of smoke’ and said, ‘We saw smoke by day or fires by night wherever we came’. Fire is
not new, and while Western Victoria Region has largely escaped fire devastation at this time the season
is still before us and the risk high, extremely high, due to the massive roadside fuel loads.
On 24 January I convened a meeting on fires with Richard Riordan, the member for Polwarth, and
Dan Tehan, the federal member for Wannon, in the Terang Civic Hall. The hall itself was one of the
relief centres for the St Patrick’s Day fires in 2018. There was huge public interest. More than
200 people packed the hall in the middle of the day, travelling from across the state, and live Facebook
streaming reached thousands. It was a clear testament to the public desire for a solution. We heard
from some real experts: David Packham, for 20 years principal research scientist at CSIRO and later
director of the National Centre for Rural Fire Research; Robert Lowe senior, Indigenous elder of the
Peek Whurrong; and Sally Commins from the mountain cattle farming family and project firefighter
for the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). We also heard from Jill
Porter, who was devastated in the St Patrick’s Day fires, and Cr Neil Trotter, the mayor of the
Corangamite shire. Each brought their own specific expertise and suggested solutions.
The meeting was titled ‘Lessons Learnt’, and that is exactly what we have to do in this chamber—
learn some lessons and take action. Though the panellists talked about their experiences, they also put
forward solutions. The mood of the meeting was positive, but the message was clear: concrete
solutions, including greater fuel load reduction, roadside grazing facilitation, local emergency control,
better timely information and support for volunteer firefighters. All these messages were nonnegotiable in the minds of those present.
You can hardly wonder why there is palpable frustration at the deaf ear of government. Since 1927
there have been 105 inquiries into bushfires and land management—there have been 90 in the last
30 years. These include royal commissions, parliamentary inquiries, state and federal parliamentary
committees, boards of inquiry, review committees, standing committees, coroner’s reports, a Council
of Australian Governments national inquiry, office of the emergency services commissioner reports,
departmental reports and inquiries, CFA reports, ministerial task forces and numerous AuditorGeneral reports on fire prevention and preparedness.
In 2009 the royal commission alone held 26 community consultations, received 1700 submissions, filed
17 000 documents, heard from 434 individual witnesses, generated over 20 000 pages of transcript and
produced 53 internal research papers, two interim reports and a final report of well over 1000 pages.
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And yet here we are again. Any further inquiries have to look at those recommendations as an audit
and actually take action and hold those accountable for not implementing the recommendations.
The people I spoke to know that the problem is not identifying the problem or examining the solutions,
it is the will required to implement them. These further inquiries have to ensure action that cannot be
avoided. For the people at that meeting it was not a matter of ideology. It was not about the politics.
When there is a fire at the end of your property you do not really care what caused it. You just want to
deal with it, and when you have done that, you just want to stop it happening again. I find that country
people who live with the reality of fire are actually the least ideological about it.
So my intention at every stage was to come back to what matters: the solutions we can effect, the
practical things we can do in our local regions to make our communities safer. It is about making
people safe and their properties and livestock secure and ending these preventable megafires. So I will
touch on some of the solutions. As any management consultant will tell you, to implement something
properly you need to measure the progress you have made. You need a target, and to be worth anything
your target needs to be SMART—specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and timely.
David Packham spoke on the nature of fires, the limits of firefighting capability and hence the need to
reduce fuel load. He noted that an overall target is useful for planning, quality control, transparency
and efficiency purposes. In his view the royal commission target of 5 per cent minimum is the lowest
conceivable and the ideal burn program would amount to about 10 to 12 per cent of the area of forests
and national parks.
Mayor Neil Trotter raised the roadside vegetation issue. He was clear in his view:
… our roadsides are becoming unfit for purpose.

He detailed the experience the Corangamite shire has had in introducing policies to allow and
encourage roadside grazing. But his conclusion is inescapable:
… there are a number of controls and regulations by state government that limits our capacity …
Restrictions on classification of native vegetation and grasses make permitting—

grazing—
a bureaucratic nightmare … It has become too hard to negotiate council and government regulation. As a
consequence it is safer to do nothing.

What a disgrace. This was his specific call for action, and it is one I will continue to prosecute.
Sally Commins spoke about her experience as a project firefighter with DELWP and as part of a High
Country farming family who have faced fire more times than they care to remember through the
decades. Her point on High Country grazing supports the fuel load reduction arguments of David
Packham and Mayor Trotter. She showed striking pictures from 2003 of the family’s grazing lease at
Nunniong which demonstrated the ferocity of the fire in the area and the devastating environmental
disruption and huge loss of wildlife it brought. But she noted:
… the area where our cattle grazed was untouched. As a result we lost no cattle in the mountains, and the area
where they grazed provided a sanctuary for other fleeing animals.

Her solution:
The problem we have today is that government land management authorities are not adapting to Australian
conditions.
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She said that burning is now not permitted and that it used to be done by the graziers themselves,
without heavy equipment. To lock out High Country graziers, as we have done in this state, was a
catastrophic mistake but an easily reversible decision. Sally’s final point was this:
If, as records estimate, as few as three or four hundred thousand Aboriginal people with no resources or
machinery were able to regularly burn much of southern Australia in safety and create a magnificent
landscape, then surely with the resources we have available today it is possible to reduce fuel loads.

I was delighted to invite Robert Lowe, Sr, Indigenous elder of the Peek Whurrong, to share his
experience and that of his people:
We learnt from our ancestors … my grandfathers … my aunties how to do controlled burning … it’s a legacy
we hold, but it’s a legacy that got lost somewhere along the line …
I can … remember my grandfather always used to round up all the young fellows on the mission station, and
we’d follow him down to the side of the river … and we’d watch and learn …
And all he would have was a box of matches and a hessian bag, and he would burn the majority of that river
in one day. And all he had … to control that fire was a wet hessian bag. And we learnt …
And we’d do controlled burns around the forest, and not once did those fires get away …
… our ancestors taught us when you light a fire in the middle of summer there’s going to be a big explosion,
and we’ve seen that in the fires around the state this year …
We’ve got to learn from each other and learn from the mistakes …
What our ancestors left us was a legacy we should never forget, but I can’t teach my son … or
grandsons …because the government has taken away our rights. My uncle … was actually charged for arson
for controlled burning on the mission station that we were raised on …
Somewhere someone’s got to make that choice, but the only people who can make that choice is the
government.

He said we can control our own destiny by having controlled burns.
These four speakers gave real and achievable solutions: dedicate proper resources to planned burning,
enable and encourage roadside grazing, reverse the ban on High Country grazing and learn from and
implement the Indigenous practices which kept our country safe from time immemorial.
Jill Porter, a dairy farmer at The Sisters, near Garvoc, whose farm was totally burnt out in the
St Patrick’s Day fire and who is now a prominent advocate for electrical infrastructure safety in rural
Victoria, spoke powerfully on the impact of electricity causing fires. She said that bushfires alter the
lives and livelihoods of families and communities forever:
When the smoke clears and the grass is green again—

the long process of the recovery—
… really only begins. Building a home, a business or a herd of cows, it takes a lifetime—

or several lifetimes.
Erasing the horrific images never happens. Dead cow paddock remains. The flashbacks—

of injured cows—
haunt. The landscape and view is changed …
I’m not sure you ever truly recover, and I’m certain you never get back to where you were.

She outlined just why she now campaigns on electrical infrastructure:
When we look at Victoria’s history we can see that over 80 per cent of bushfire fatalities since the 1950s have
occurred from powerline-started bushfires.
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She gave one example:
In 2009—Black Saturday—six of the 11 fires were caused by electrical assets. Of the 173 people who died,
159 were directly related to powerline-started fires.

Her proposal is simple: proper implementation of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission
recommendations. But her experience is clear: this will not happen with the current energy regulator,
Energy Safe Victoria (ESV). She said:
There is no accountability or transparency of government and ESV … Today it continues to lack
independence. It functions as a truly captured regulator. It has a lack of technical capacity, it has poor technical
skills and electrical skills, it has a lack of good governance and it has a continued reliance on data sought from
the network businesses—from Powercor, from Ausnet.

She went on to say that when their assets get burnt—that is, the assets of these network businesses—
they apply to the energy regulator and get a cost pass to replace assets. That cost is passed on through
electricity bills. They also pass that on to their insurance companies and our insurance premiums rise.
Jill’s solution: reform Energy Safe Victoria and ensure the proper implementation of the royal
commission recommendations.
The support for fire-affected communities from individuals statewide and internationally has been a
true testament to the virtues of charity and volunteerism. But we need to make sure that those donations
are spent for the purposes intended by the donors. I particularly would like to recognise the efforts of
my constituents across Western Victoria, who, while mostly avoiding suffering damage from the fires
this season, having gone through fires themselves many times, can empathise with those in Eastern
and Northern Victoria.
Most of us in rural Victoria have been burnt by fire. We have smelt the smoke, felt the heat, shed the
tears, buried the livestock and mourned loved ones. I lost my own grandfather to a devastating fire in
Western Victoria when he was trying to defend his farm. Teams of volunteer firefighters have departed
Western Victoria to extinguish fires. Farmers, previously receiving hay from others when fire affected,
have given many tonnes of hay to save livestock. And now teams of volunteers, including my
predecessor in this place, Simon Ramsay, are part of the fabulous BlazeAid volunteer effort to rebuild
the fencing so desperately needed to secure farm animals.
I want to make mention of the Moyne shire, who correctly handed back the $1 million allocated to
them for drought relief by the federal government and recently provided their shire vehicle, driven by
the mayor, Daniel Meade, and Cr Ian Smith, to deliver hay to a Bairnsdale farmer who had been
completely wiped out. They were part of a huge convoy of hay trucks from south-west farmers. I
would especially like to thank the organiser of this hay run, Allansford’s Eddie White, who brought
31 trucks, including B-doubles, and took between 1050 and 1200 bales from Allansford to Gippsland.
I also want to pay tribute to those farmers, many organised by Richard Beggs, a farmer from
Glenthompson, who have provided land to agist stock who are now suffering a contaminated water
issue. As Cr Meade said, ‘When you go there and see houses, sheds and fences burnt firsthand, it
makes you shake your head and realise we have so much feed here, that the affected farmers can’t
access’. I echo Cr Meade’s comments. Our Western Victoria roadsides are brimming over with edible
fodder. I urgently asked the Minister for Agriculture to use her best officers, with her colleagues, to
facilitate roadside grazing so we can save this stock. I look forward to her reply.
Although the fires this season predominantly took place in the east of the state, I would like to take a
moment to discuss the fires that tore through the Budj Bim, the UNESCO world heritage site in my
electorate. Perhaps the slight silver lining of this fire season is the revealing of new sections of an
ancient aquaculture system built by Indigenous people. I visited the site just before the fires to learn
from the Indigenous leaders about how they used cold burning to encourage native vegetation growth
to attract the native animals which provided their source of food.
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On the second day of Parliament for 2019 I spoke on a motion of condolence for the tragic 2009 Black
Saturday bushfires. On the second day of Parliament 2020 I am now speaking on a motion of
condolence for the tragic 2020 bushfires. How many times do we have to come back to this place to
repeat the same exercise? Parliaments should strive to be places of action, not reaction; places of
solutions, not condolences. While I take the opportunity to extend my gratitude to all firefighters and
volunteers and for all charitable donations and efforts of Victorians across the state, we must also
consider how we can prevent more bushfires moving forward.
The industry most impacted by bushfires has been the agricultural sector. What farmers need most is
not our condolences. Farmers need, desperately, agistment and fodder for their stock. Farmers depend
on their livestock for their livelihoods, and without uncontaminated water or sufficient feed their
livelihoods perish.
I commend the efforts of all the volunteers and the donations of hay. However, the more effective
solution is what I have spoken about many times in this Parliament. There is abundant roadside
vegetation across Western Victoria that could be consumed by fire-affected livestock. We ought to
suspend the onerous regulations that are severely restricting roadside grazing so that fire-affected
farmers can utilise the long paddock, preserve their livelihoods and reduce the tragedy of this bushfire
season. The benefits of grazing roadsides not only advantages farmers and afflicted livestock but
dramatically reduces the fire risk posed by abundant vegetation acting as a fuel load.
Concerns of damage to remnant vegetation are not justified given specific plant growth can be
excluded and given that native grasses have been grazed and burnt by Indigenous communities for
centuries. Trees on roadsides are a major inhibiting factor to evacuation for residents and livestock and
movement of emergency services. Eliminating or inhibiting tree growth on roadsides would be
advantageous in the event of fire. We do not need to waste time and money on arborists assessing
roadside trees: we should not have trees on roadsides that so dangerously impact roads.
There is a case in point. The St Patrick’s Day fires devastated the area near Garvoc. The Princes
Highway is the number one highway in this state. Where the fire crossed the road and the railway line
the road is now a forest on either side, caused by no fuel reduction burning, no removal of the burnt
trees and the flourishing of millions of seedlings of blackwood and also blackberries and bracken. It
is another fire waiting to happen.
Roadsides need to be safe places, not wildlife corridors or conservation zones. Roads and roadsides
need to be firebreaks, not fire wicks. It seems we must remind this government and the population that
the day job of state governments is to manage property whether that is forests, parks, reserves or
roadsides. This government has been in control of the levers of power for 16 of past 20 years. There
is no excuse for failing to manage these public spaces. There have been innumerable expert reports
that have recommended reducing fuel loads. There is much evidence that where fuel reduction has
occurred fire intensity is reduced. In some cases it will be actually stopped.
Our population, our farms and our wildlife will continue to be affected, even exterminated, if we allow
intense-heat fires to continue because of fuel loads. There is no point in locking up the forests and
throwing away the keys. The logging workers in Gippsland have proved their worth in clearing roads
and saving lives. It is appalling that the government is going to stop their ability to log the forests.
Further, we can begin strengthening the CFA volunteer service rather than destroying it like this
government seems so intent on doing. The exodus of volunteers perfectly coincides with an enormous
increase in Victoria’s career firefighting service, which is now 20 per cent larger than it was at the end
of 2014 and costs the taxpayer an extra $280 million per year. Our weakened CFA means fire risk is
real for rural Victorians. It is compounded by the Labor government’s inaction on fuel reduction,
mismanagement of roadside vegetation and unsafe power infrastructure.
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Adam Barnett, the CEO of Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria, wrote a letter to all Victorian MPs
recently. He said:
… large fires require the mobilisation and deployment of thousands of volunteers to fight them while their
local patch still has sufficient volunteers and equipment for required fire and emergency response.
…
The fact is, Victoria’s number of volunteer firefighters is at its lowest level in history … For many volunteers,
this means finding a different avenue with a different organisation where their contribution to their community
is better spent.

They also need better equipment. I would like to conclude by echoing my earlier remarks. We should
not have to continuously return to this place and voice our condolences for the lives, animals and
property lost in Victorian fires. Fire-affected and fire-prone communities need action and solutions
from their parliamentarians, not just commiserations.
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (14:56): Yes, today we are all in debt to our volunteers, and
all those affected are in our hearts. We are in debt to not just our firefighters, some of whom lost their
lives, but also the support workers on the ground, wildlife rescuers and anybody braving these
conditions to protect their and others’ homes and animals, citizens who have contributed so much to
help our less fortunate and our friends who have lost so much, including loved ones.
In Australia we have lost 27 lives and counting. More than 1700 homes have been destroyed. The
effect on our wildlife has also been catastrophic. More than half a billion animals, some say a billion
animals, have been annihilated. Mr Meddick said it was 1 billion animals, and I believe his numbers
are probably more correct. This is eerily haunting considering the UN’s report on species extinction
last year.
And the fires roll on. Just last week a state of emergency was declared for the ACT, which is facing
its worst bushfire threat since the 2003 bushfires. ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr said on Friday:
The combination of extreme heat, wind and a dry landscape will place suburbs at Canberra’s south at risk …

As I said, in the face of this ongoing disaster community support has been overwhelming, and we must
thank all those who volunteered and all those who gave so generously to the bushfire relief appeals.
Here I would like to acknowledge the work of the Brighton Baptist Church, which spearheaded a
makeshift relief hub on Bay Street immediately after the fires started in the new year and gathered a
whopping 55 cubic metres of donations from local residents. Such efforts have been made all over
Southern Metropolitan Region.
Many will talk of the need for an inquiry, and maybe that is the way to go, but we do not need an
inquiry if it is just about finger-pointing, with the left blaming dependence on coal mining and the
right blaming greenies for not burning and blaming arsonists for burning. But with all that said, it is
absolutely essential to address the causes and how to respond to the ongoing threat to our communities
from these fires. We are facing a national disaster, an ongoing disaster, with the possibility that the
whole situation will be repeated in years to come, and we are unprepared. We have no strategy for
fires on this scale. We are in a state of denial, and the rest of the world is watching in disbelief.
Here I call on my fellow Victorians and indeed Australians to come together to let this disaster be the
catalyst for real change. The time for denial is over. We must face the enormity of the loss and more
importantly now the challenge before us. Business as usual will not do. Like cigarette smokers in the
1960s, we can no longer cling to the dwindling hope to be found in contradictory expert evidence. We
are at a turning point. So let us seize the opportunity, support those who have lost so much, ask the
hard questions and make the changes that will affect our everyday lives today but give the wildlife and
the people of the future, our children, a chance. Change must come.
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Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:00): I rise to join other members of the chamber to
offer our deepest condolences and support to the victims and the communities affected by the bushfires
and to pay tribute to the firefighters and the emergency service workers.
This ongoing bushfire season in Australia has been the fiercest in living memory and one marked with
devastating losses—over 30 fatalities, thousands of homes destroyed, hundreds of millions of animals
perished, millions of hectares lost and entire ecosystems wiped out. In Victoria the bushfires have
robbed five people of their lives. The loss experienced by Victorians has been vast and the damage
irreversible. Many towns across Victoria, but in particular in East Gippsland, were pushed to the brink
of collapse. Residents have faced what could only be described as hell on earth.
We have witnessed the largest evacuation in the history of Australia, but it is not over yet. Only a few
days ago the town of Walhalla fell victim to fires which grew to cover 8000 hectares in the space of a
single afternoon and destroyed two houses and three huts. This week almost 100 people registered to
use a relief centre set up for Hepburn and Hepburn Springs residents in Daylesford. Thankfully in the
worst of times, at the depths of desperation, we have seen the best of humanity. We pay tribute to the
selflessness of firefighters from Victoria, from interstate and from overseas and of the volunteers,
emergency workers, police and Australian Defence Force personnel. They have put their lives on the
line to protect the community. The tireless work of thousands of firefighters and volunteers is a
testament to the Victorian people’s solidarity and resilience in the face of unimaginable devastation.
Beyond the numbers, as sheer and almost unfathomable as they may be, we have also witnessed some
of the most touching moments of human generosity. During this crisis people from all across Victoria
have pledged money, donated food and clothing and provided accommodation to those that have been
affected. People banded together to give what they had to those who needed it most. Earlier this year
on the outskirts of Bairnsdale a community hall in Lucknow was transformed by volunteers into a
supermarket for those displaced by the bushfires.
It is easy to be overcome with a sense of helplessness when confronted with the footage of fires
ravaging our once bustling towns, open countryside and native wildlife, but the compassion shown by
members of the community can provide us with hope going forward. A few weeks ago I travelled with
the abbot and fellow worshippers of the Quang Minh Buddhist Temple to deliver $33 000 to the
Bairnsdale CFA and the CFA district 11 headquarters brigade. This money was raised not only by the
temple but also by the World Fellowship of Buddhists overseas. It is estimated that $1 million has
been raised by the Vietnamese community altogether through the temples and the churches and at
fundraising events, and more fundraising efforts are to come.
I have also attended the presentations of generous donations raised by the Vietnamese Evangelical
Church of Melbourne, the Association of Hazaras in Victoria and United Cultural Support. I commend
all those who have contributed. It is particularly heartening to see that generous contributions are
coming from many culturally diverse communities. It shows not only a compassion for fellow
Victorians but also a strong commitment and a deep connection to our state of Victoria.
The fire season is still unfolding. The fires may last a season but will leave a long-lasting if not
permanent effect. The environment may recover in time, but many species are facing extinction. Lives
have been taken, houses burnt down and livelihoods destroyed, and yet the damage goes beyond the
physical. The emotional and psychological wounds will take years to heal. We offer our deepest
condolences to the victims and communities affected and pay tribute to the firefighters. The recovery
process will be long, but whatever adversities may come next, we have been and are all in the same
boat. The government and all Victorians will provide all the support needed. We will do whatever it
takes to rebuild lives and communities from the ashes. Like a phoenix we will rise again. Endurance,
resilience and solidarity are exactly the spirits that will help us ensure that the affected townships will
not just survive but eventually thrive again.
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Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (15:06): I rise today to speak to the bushfire condolence motion
and recognise the work of our emergency services personnel, who have selflessly devoted much of
their Christmas and New Year break to protecting Victorians. In particular, we at Derryn Hinch’s
Justice Party extend our condolences to the families and friends of loved ones who have lost their lives
as a result of the recent bushfires here in Victoria—Mick Roberts, Mat Kavanagh, Bill Slade, Fred
Becker and David Moresi—and also those in New South Wales, South Australia and the ACT. Our
condolences also extend to the families, friends and colleagues of the three US residents who tragically
died when their water bomber aircraft crashed while putting out fires in New South Wales. We are
forever in their debt for their service and commitment in keeping us safe and our homes safe.
The intensity and ferocity of the bushfires has also resulted in massive and irreversible loss to our
wildlife, with the number reportedly estimated at around 1 billion animals killed. For some species,
the bushfires may have led to their imminent extinction.
Like other members have noted, tough times often bring out the best in Victorians. The local
fundraisers which have been hosted throughout the state, the endless lines at donation shelters and the
influx of funds donated are all testament to our strong sense of community here in Victoria. We have
all chipped in in some way or another to support those communities, families and animals who need
it most.
On that note, it was also pleasing to see many people during my regular visit at the Geelong branch of
the Red Cross blood bank giving blood, plasma and platelets. That goes a long way in treating many
Victorians, including many burns victims and those injured during the fires. I encourage anyone,
especially in this chamber, if they are able, to donate blood.
I would also particularly like to acknowledge the work of the Victorian Country Fire Authority, which
has been placed under immeasurable pressure this fire season. The CFA is therefore only as strong as
the generosity of its volunteers, and this has been shown in spades over recent months.
These bushfires demonstrate that our growing regional areas and our old rural towns deserve a fire
service that rivals that of their metropolitan counterparts. To all the emergency services workers and
CFA volunteers throughout rural and regional Victoria that have endured a long and demanding fire
season so far, I say thank you, and please know that your service does not and will never go
unrecognised.
And to all the emergency service workers, to all the first responders—the police, the fireys, the
ambulance personnel—we thank you for your bravery, your commitment and your selflessness in
keeping our lives and property safe.
We have all seen the dramatic and confronting vision of an approaching fireball as it bore down on a
fire tanker and the calmness under pressure of the workers who stoically remained inside their tanker
as the thunderball of fire rained upon them. It takes a special person to take on such a role, and we are
eternally grateful that Victorians like you always step up when the need and the time arise. I will
always continue to advocate for and support all of our emergency services workers and will do
whatever I can in my capacity in this place to ensure that they receive all the resources and protections
owed to them.
And to all those affected: although we will rebuild, I acknowledge that your recovery—specifically
with mental health—may be something that lasts a lifetime. In this instance it was pleasing to hear
Mr Jennings in his speech talking of the financial assistance to all those suffering from mental health
issues. The government will ensure that you have access to support services and counselling beyond
the immediacy and into the future.
As we know from the Black Saturday bushfires, mental health issues often continue well into the future
and beyond the sometimes standard half a dozen counselling sessions. It is when the smoke clears and
the houses and shops are rebuilt that we still need to ensure that we are there to help those still dealing
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with the grief and trauma that come with the flames and the fireballs. To conclude, may we learn from
these horrific bushfires and put in place measures to ensure the continuing safety of all of us and indeed
all creatures, great and small.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (15:11): I rise to make a very brief contribution to this
condolence motion today, and in doing so I would like to acknowledge the contributions made so far
today by members of the Council, in particular regional MPs, and also acknowledge their ongoing
support, commitment and effort in their local communities. I am sure that the leadership that they have
all displayed in their regions has been incredibly appreciated by their communities.
Like so many Victorians I looked on in horror at the bushfire emergency unfolding this summer. The
ferocity of those fires was truly terrifying. They are images that will stay with all of us forever. I extend
my deepest condolences to those families and communities who have lost loved ones in Victoria and
of course beyond our borders, in New South Wales, the ACT and South Australia.
My heart goes out to all the communities that have experienced such loss this summer—not only lives
but homes, wildlife, stock, infrastructure, farmland, precious habitat, significant national parks. The
devastation is on a scale that really is quite hard to get your head around. It will be an extremely long
road back to recovery. The generosity of Victorians in the face of this disaster has been inspiring and
uplifting in an otherwise very grim summer.
To the emergency services personnel and volunteers and professional firefighters, the first responders,
your bravery is without measure and you have our unwavering support and our respect. I want to
commend the professionalism of our emergency management leadership. It has been second to none.
Like so many other Victorians, I have had family and friends caught up in the affected fire areas. But
of course my family has not been impacted to such an extent that some others are experiencing across
our state, and nor would I try to compare it to that, but it has given me personally a little bit more
insight into what it has been like up in those fire zones in our state.
My mother lives in the Alpine shire. Whilst her little valley escaped significant fire damage,
thankfully, she was literally surrounded by fire and there remain active fires around her to this day.
She lives alone, and by her own admission she is not equipped to fight a fire if fire threatens her home.
She was evacuated twice in early January. The point I want to make about this is that for someone like
her who is getting a bit older and is not in a position to protect her own home, just the clear and
unambiguous advice from our Victorian emergency services authorities has been really important. To
leave early and, as was the case in her community, to evacuate a whole region, the clear and
unambiguous advice of the authorities made those decisions really clear for her, timely and, I am very
glad to say, safe.
When I went to my mother’s once the evacuation was lifted, I realised that the physical damage is
really only part of the picture. The psychological impacts of these fires will be significant for many
months to come. Most profoundly of course, where people have had to flee for their lives or have lost
their lives or where people have lost homes, you can see the trauma. It is clear for all of us who have
been following this disaster over summer to see the deep impact that it has had.
But even in areas where the fire threat has been looming but never quite realised, the strain on
communities is evident. For weeks—in some cases months—normal life has not really been possible:
cars being packed, unpacked, packed again; emergency app alerts going off day and night; the choking
smoke; that eerie twilight gloom from about 4 o’clock every day; and going to bed with that anxiety
that something might happen during the night and maybe you will be caught unawares. We cannot
forget that many of the communities in the fire zones are still under threat. It is not over by any stretch
of the imagination. It could continue for weeks and even months as this summer continues.
I know the determination of our government and of every elected representative in this place to support
those individuals and communities impacted by these fires in the recovery and rebuilding effort and
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to continue to provide emergency services with the resources they need to protect Victorians for the
remainder of this summer and beyond. My heartfelt thanks go to all those who will be part of this
massive recovery effort across our state.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (15:17): On behalf of the Reason Party I would like to
extend my sincere condolences to the families and friends of those who lost their lives in the recent
bushfires across our state: the men who were defending us and died in that service, David Moresi, Mat
Kavanagh and Bill Slade; and the beloved community members, Fred Becker and Mick Roberts. I
have so enjoyed hearing, and feel privileged to have heard, from my colleagues here in this house who
have told us more about these men. I have learned more about them through the media, but certainly
today I have been getting some insight into the character of these true heroes in many ways. My
thoughts are with not just the families but also those communities that are mourning their friends, their
families and their colleagues.
I travelled through these areas just before Christmas. There was a sense of looming danger as I drove
through Metung, drove through Mallacoota, drove across the New South Wales border to Eden, and
Malua Bay, did my Christmas shopping at Cobargo and stopped in many of the towns like Bredbo
that now have been devastated by these fires. Today I am still refreshing Fires Near Me. The fire near
my property in the Brindabella Valley outside Canberra is on watch and act, and it has been on watch
and act or high alert, catastrophic, since 24 December. We left the property, we went back, we left it
again and at the moment we are just doing the best we can with the fantastic Brindabella brigade that
have all been called back to the station. They are all reuniting tonight, and they will be preparing to do
whatever they can to help defend my property.
I am really, truly humbled by what we have seen over this season: the generosity and the devotion to
the community that our volunteers, our firefighters have given us. I am absolutely in awe of that
commitment, dedication and bravery. All of them have shown that through this crisis—the volunteers,
the CFA, the SES, the Forest Fire Management Victoria crews, Victoria Police and the MFB. Just
after Christmas I visited one of my local MFBs and one of my local CFAs up in Mill Park. I heard
about these brigades and how many of them had country blocks. They would do their shifts and then
they would go and volunteer for another shift. These were remarkable people who supported their
community in ways that are just absolutely magnificent. I think what we also saw, as many of us were
glued to the television, was the unity amongst our first responders. We saw the SES next to Forest Fire
Management Victoria, the MFB and the CFA. Not only were they united in the way that they worked
together but they united the communities that they were protecting.
When I spoke to one of my relatives who had just returned to Buchan she said what was amazing
about the moment—and they are still ready to respond, they are still waiting, they are not over this but
they are looking at the recovery—was that sense of community that is greater now than it was prior to
these fires; the fact that the rugby club was getting together with the vegetarian club, for example; that
people who possibly may not have shared a beer together were absolutely doing that.
We heard from the leaders of our first responders about how they focused on the community. I have a
fire looming down on my property. It is 300 000 hectares. Now, we are not going to put that out.
Firefighters are not going to put that out; nature will put that out. Nature started it, and nature will put
that out. I thought that was wonderful to hear. When fires are at these unimaginable sizes, with
1.5 million hectares of land burning or having been burnt, we have to focus on our communities and
we have to focus on the way we protect our communities. I know many of the contributors here today
have talked about Mallacoota. I heard those first responders saying, ‘We always knew that the people
in Mallacoota would be safe because we had done the work—we had doorknocked, we had evacuated,
we had got out there and protected’. I, like everybody here today, am in awe of them.
I was sent photos of my grandchildren, who had been evacuated to a beach on the south coast at
Broulee. They were wearing the ridiculous goggles that I bought them for Christmas—one pair had
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hundreds and thousands around it—but they actually protected their eyes. While they may not have
kept the water out, they certainly kept the smoke out.
The way our communities came together and the way our first responders, our volunteers and our
communities protected each other is something that we will never forget. I would also like to
acknowledge those from the international community who flew halfway around the world to help us.
Some of them even died trying to help us. We saw those three American pilots lose their lives while
getting ready to fight fires actually just near my property. We saw the 6500 Australian Defence Force
personnel, along with the reservists, out on the ground in this crisis: thank you. This was a remarkable
response. It was a remarkable response from our leaders; it was a remarkable response from our
communities.
I promise and vow that I will visit as many communities as I can during this year to show my support.
I will bring many an esky; I will bring wine racks—empty ones, of course. I will visit as many as I can
to show my support, to do what I can.
To turn to the wildlife, in 2003 the fires went through our property. While the heirlooms were melted—
they were gone—the image that still is in my head and is in my head right now is the red of the road
and this kangaroo that had died almost mid-motion as it was trying to scramble up the side of the road
to get away from the fire as it came down. That is etched. I know that so many of us have memories
like that that are etched now forever. Particularly for the country colleagues here today, many of your
constituents will never be able to feel a westerly wind in the same way as they did before.
I mourn the summer holidays that many of our schoolchildren never got to have this summer and may
never have again. Our summers have changed. This has changed. Climate change is changing us, and
we need to act and we need to act now. We now are facing the extinction of so many threatened
species. To think that for these rare creatures over half of their homes, of their habitat, of their land has
been burnt. It is unimaginable devastation.
I mourn, and I pay my thanks to all of the people who have helped to keep our communities safe. I
continue to act and watch in our community, but I know I have a volunteer fire brigade up there who
are ready to do whatever they can to protect my property and my community’s properties. I am
thankful that last night I heard that a Victorian fire brigade is actually sending some trucks up to the
ACT and up to fight the fires that we are facing at Rolling Ground, Scabby Range and Dunns Road.
Those fires are still growing, they are moving and we are seeing them change.
I would like to thank all the members here today who have told the stories of their communities and
who have told the stories of the heroes in their communities. I have been really affected by today’s
motion. Again I would like to extend my condolences and my heart to those who have lost loved ones,
who have lost their stock, who have lost their farms, who have lost their homes or who have lost their
businesses. We will do what we can to recover, and we will recover.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (15:28): I also rise to join previous speakers and offer my
condolences to the 34 families who lost a loved one during this horrible fire season in New South
Wales, Queensland and South Australia and the five in Victoria: Mat Kavanagh, Mick Roberts, David
Moresi, Fred Becker and in particular a person I had the opportunity to meet with in my previous life,
in my previous job.
I refer to forest firefighter Bill Slade, who I met with some years ago in my regular visits and meetings
with AWU members who are forest firefighters employed by the Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning. Bill was a man who was very dedicated to his union. He was an active AWU
member, he was a mentor to AWU members and forest firefighters and he has lost his life. He made
the ultimate sacrifice just to keep us safe.
Fighting fires is a very difficult business, particularly for the forest firefighters because most of their
work tends to be in the middle of the forest. You could be in a situation where the fire is already out,
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it is still weather—there is no wind and no rain—and suddenly a branch collapses or a tree falls on
you, and that was the case, and you lose your life. That was the case two years ago: we had two forest
firefighters lose their lives as a result of falling trees.
I just want to take this opportunity to pay my respects to these firefighters and again offer my
condolences to their families and my appreciation of these people who made the ultimate sacrifice just
to keep Victorians safe.
I also want to take the opportunity to thank all the emergency services, whether they were CFA
volunteers or others. Again, they are people who actually give their own time to fight fires, not to
defend just their properties and their neighbour’s property but everybody else’s, and they do it for
nothing because that is what they do. If you live in the country, you just go out there and help your
mates to defend your properties and lives.
My gratitude also goes to the police force, the paramedics, the SES and the Australian Defence Force,
which has played a major role in evacuating families from various places. I think that is a reminder
that probably something we should consider going into the future is that maybe there should be more
of a role for the ADF to basically provide assistance. That was not the first time; we remember Black
Saturday, when the ADF played a major role as well.
I said I would be brief. I just want to finish off by saying that fires will always be with us. Whether we
like it or not, that is the country we live in. I just want people to reflect. Today is about paying tribute
to the emergency services and offering condolences to the families of the lost ones. But let us not
forget; let us not play politics; let us not criticise whether the response was adequate or not.
In my view we just have to reflect on Black Saturday. It was a much smaller fire yet 173 people lost
their lives. We are lucky, we only lost five—five too many. Obviously we have learned that lesson.
Victoria has learned its lesson.
Victoria’s emergency services and Premier Andrews and Minister Neville did a great job in making
sure we were prepared and we minimised the damage. Yes, we can always do better, but I am actually
proud of what this government and the emergency services personnel have done to make sure that we
minimised the damage, and hopefully we will get on top of this and we will be much better equipped
going forward for the next fire season, even though this fire season is not over yet. Hopefully the
welcome rain might give us a better fighting chance, and we might be prepared for next time.
I will conclude by saying for the five Victorians who lost their lives defending us: rest in peace. We
are grateful for their sacrifice, and our thoughts are with their families.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (15:33): I rise on behalf of the Western Metropolitan
Region of Melbourne, which I represent. I wish to send my sincere condolences to the family and
friends and community of the five people who lost their lives here in Victoria: the three forest
firefighters and the two civilians. I also wish to express my sincere condolences for the people who
lost their lives in New South Wales and other parts of Australia, as well as the international firefighters
who came to help, and their families and friends.
I also would like to add my great thanks and gratitude to the forest firefighters, the CFA, the SES, the
Victorian police, the Australian Defence Force, the doctors, the paramedics, the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning and the local communities who have come out and have
fought those fires very bravely during this time.
I also would like to touch on what was raised earlier: the outstanding support that we have received
from our international colleagues from the US, Canada, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands and
obviously the much-needed support that we received from the Australian Defence Force together with
international defence force personnel from New Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Japan and
Singapore.
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As a previous reservist—for 10 years I was in the army reserves—it was great to see the army reserves
deployed here in Victoria for the first time. For many years with my uniform in my cupboard I had
wondered why when we had these natural disasters we were not called upon more often, because they
have given vital support to the efforts that needed to be made during what has only been halfway
through our fire season. I have seen them with their Mogs and their Chinooks, as well as seeing their
extensive ability to actually help our local community. It has given me much pride to see our defence
force being deployed and helping in so many communities, and hopefully in the future it will be done
more often.
I also wish to just say a few things in the way of the government’s response. Obviously our number
one priority in a bushfire is to protect life and property, and in taking a risk-based approach I would
have to say the Daniel Andrews government and Lisa Neville and others have done a wonderful job
in having the right messaging to the community and making sure that they understand that their life is
vitally important and that we need to protect them. The messaging was so strong, and I feel that people
have actually heard that. And that is why we have had, while unfortunate, still only five lives lost.
Obviously we have learned from the 2009 fires. We have a real debt to those families affected and the
173 people who were lost in 2009, because obviously as a community we have learned, and we have
learned in a way that at least with something so unimaginable as this fire season we have lost only five
lives. I really pay credit to those 173 people who passed in 2009. Yes, we have not forgotten you.
I also would like to acknowledge my local community. Even though we have not been affected in
Western Metropolitan—only briefly in a small patch—my community has come out, as all Australians
and Victorians would, shoulder to shoulder, rattling tins. My multicultural groups, the Sikhs and the
Buddhist temple; every local club that I have in my area, running from the Yarraville Trugo Club to
the Yarraville Club; and the local cafes—even across the Australia Day weekend they were all rattling
tins and making sure that they had money and support.
I would also like to mention Foodbank in Yarraville in Western Region, who did a wonderful job, and
the local community that came out to make sure that they donated to Foodbank at that time. It was
wonderful to see, and it gave me a great sense of pride in the west of Melbourne. Sometimes people
do not have much but they are always willing to share what little they have got, and it was just really
heartening to see.
Obviously what occurred was something that the whole global community watched. Sadly I feel that
even since then we have all understood and now really understand our connection to our environment,
from our air quality to the dust that we are receiving on our cars. We understand that we are part of a
bigger system, that we need to care for our environment and that obviously we are so close to nature,
and we understand the sadness that everyone has felt to see the animals and the amount of trees and
our wonderful natural environment being lost. We do know that they will grow back, and I am thankful
that the government understands the scale of this and has put money towards making sure that there
are strong wildlife efforts, because it has just been heartbreaking to think about what has happened to
our wonderful wildlife.
I also would like to just touch on that those affected have not been forgotten. We will learn from this
as well. We are only obviously halfway through our summer season, but I want the community to
know there in regional Victoria that Melbourne people have not forgotten you. We have you in our
hearts and our thoughts, and we are sending you our love. Whatever we can do we will do to help—
whatever we can.
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (15:42): I too rise to speak on the bushfires condolence
motion. My sincere condolences are with the families whose family members passed away fighting
bushfires. I want to pay my tribute to those who lost their lives fighting bravely to protect us: David
Moresi, Mick Roberts, Fred Baker, Mat Kavanagh and Bill Slade.
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Record-breaking temperatures and months of severe drought fuelled a series of massive bushfires
across Australia. The deadly fires sparked in September 2019 and have been blazing ever since. The
fires have created unprecedented damage, killing five people and an estimated 1 billion animals. In
Victoria the fires have burnt nearly 1.2 million hectares, and it is heartbreaking to see the devastation.
However, in difficult times like this I am delighted to see the efforts made by Victorians to help fireaffected communities. True Australian spirit was displayed by all communities, and we came together
at the time of need, statewide and Australia-wide.
Victoria has supported its multicultural communities, and in turn multicultural communities put in
extraordinary efforts to support Victoria. The Indian community, and particularly our Sikh community
in Victoria, has put in tremendous efforts, especially in Bairnsdale and other areas. I am pleased to say
that I have had many phone calls from the Indian community asking how they can help. Community
groups went on ground with cooked food for fire-affected families. People delivered food and goods
to the affected communities. They made generous donations towards the rebuilding efforts by doing
many types of fundraisers. It is great to see such brilliant support efforts, and I feel proud to be a part
of the Indian community, which is a very generous community. Through efforts like these the Indian
and South Asian communities showed the true meaning of Victorian multiculturalism and displayed
to the world that we Australians are one of the most inclusive societies in the world. In this way we
want to show our gratitude to our beautiful state and country that has given us so many opportunities.
I want to thank all volunteers who went to the bushfire-affected areas to help. Many fundraising
activities have already been done by various Indian and South Asian community organisations, but I
know that many fundraising activities are still underway.
I urge everyone to continue their support; it does not matter how big or small. We need to stand by our
fellow citizens and try our absolute best to help in whatever way we can. I cannot thank enough our
emergency workers, firefighters and volunteers for their dedication, bravery and support.
The Andrews Labor government, under the leadership of Premier Daniel Andrews, has done a
wonderful job, and I am proud of it. We will continue to support and help those affected by the disaster.
I would like to thank the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Lisa Neville, for the wonderful
job done by her during extremely difficult times.
I was in Bairnsdale and other Gippsland areas along with my parliamentary colleagues in early
December, just a few weeks before the devastating bushfires, for a parliamentary committee hearing,
and I will visit there again as a tourist. Please, let us all make sure that we visit the bushfire-affected
areas by planning our visits and holidays there and spending money there to help them rebuild. The
road to recovery will be long, but we will all work together and rebuild. Once again, I express my
deepest sympathies to the families whose loved ones died in a heroic way fighting bushfires.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(15:46): Whilst this summer’s bushfire season is not yet over and fires continue to ravage the
landscape, I want to acknowledge the significant impact of this season’s devastating bushfires. I want
to pay my respects to the families of the five people who lost their lives in Victoria and the 29 people
who lost their lives in New South Wales, the ACT and South Australia. I express my deepest
condolences to their families and their friends.
The recent bushfires have devastated communities, resulting in the tragic loss of lives and thousands
of people being displaced. More than 1.5 million hectares of land has been destroyed, along with
hundreds of homes and farm buildings, massive amounts of fencing, farm stock, wildlife and their
precious habitat.
I want to place on record my thanks to the ongoing efforts of the brave firefighters from Forest Fire
Management Victoria, from the CFA, from the United States, from Canada, from New Zealand and
our Pacific Islander neighbour friends, and also to acknowledge the amazing work of our first
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responders, including Victoria Police and Ambulance Victoria. The cooperation across all levels of
government has been remarkable, and I want to thank the ADF as well for transporting essential
supplies, including medicines, to bushfire-affected communities. The ADF working side by side with
our emergency responders in our recovery and relief efforts also is not unprecedented. We saw such
efforts in the Black Saturday fires, and, like then, their contribution has been greatly valued by all of
us.
As we saw from the Black Saturday fires, it is important to enable people to get back to their usual
lives as quickly as possible, and I want to thank staff from my department, the Department of Health
and Human Services, who volunteered from all over the state to work in relief and recovery centres.
When I visited the Bairnsdale recovery centre recently I met with DHHS staff who had travelled from
as far away as Mildura to help.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the Pharmacy Guild of Australia for ensuring pharmacists in
bushfire-affected areas had adequate medical supplies during the crisis, and I also want to commend
them for providing financial relief to bushfire-affected patients who did not have the funds available
to pay for their prescriptions. To support patients during the immediate crisis, our government made a
public health emergency order that is applicable until midnight, 1 April 2020. It enables pharmacies
to dispense prescription-only medicines to people affected by the bushfires if they do not have a
prescription. Of course we did that understanding the reality that, being displaced, people were not
able to obtain all their relevant paperwork and take that with them, and of course paperwork that is
vital to their continued health and wellbeing includes things like prescriptions.
To support our health services, we engaged Rural Workforce Agency Victoria to provide a point of
contact for clinicians and healthcare workers offering their services to assist with the response. A
dedicated website and hotline were provided, which resulted in nearly 600 expressions of interest and
over 30 short-term locum contracts to support health services and local GP practices.
I want to thank also the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation, including their secretary, Lisa
Fitzpatrick, for organising volunteer nurses to go and assist our health services in bushfire-affected
areas and providing support and relief to those nurses there doing it tough. It was great to talk to
Ms Fitzpatrick about her own engagement and support for health services in those communities. She
also rolled up her sleeves and provided that support on a personal basis.
There is no greater priority to the government than supporting our communities through the remainder
of the bushfire season and on the long road to recovery. This is why we established Bushfire Recovery
Victoria, a new permanent dedicated agency to work directly with local communities impacted by our
state’s devastating bushfires, as we begin that long process of rebuilding and recovery. The critical
work of Bushfire Recovery Victoria, to be chaired by the former Chief Commissioner of Police, Ken
Lay, began straightaway, even as our emergency services continue to battle bushfires in our state’s
north and east. I want to thank Ken Lay for this important work. He is someone who is a very dedicated
individual, committed to public service, and I thank him for taking on this additional responsibility.
The Andrews Labor government has also announced a $14.4 million case support program for people
living in fire-affected areas who will be a single point of contact for those who need it, working with
local residents to link them directly with vital support, such as information and advice, mental health
support and financial counselling. Services will be delivered by Windermere and Gippsland Lakes
Community Health in Gippsland, Gateway Health in northern Victoria and Cohealth in other parts of
the state. Windermere is also providing a statewide contact, advice and information service. Affected
Victorians can access this support coordinator by contacting their local council, visiting a recovery
centre or by calling 1800 560 760.
My department has also been involved in assisting communities in other aspects of this emergency.
To date I want to acknowledge that my department has been involved in distributing more than half a
million protective P2 masks throughout the north-east and Gippsland, and the department has an
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additional 444 400 masks in stock ready for distribution if these are required. Also, more than
10 000 personal protective equipment kits have been delivered to the Gippsland and north-east regions
to support the return of residents to their properties. The department has secured an additional
10 000 kits if required.
The department is also involved in providing personal hardship assistance program payments for
emergency relief to eligible households and to individuals to help meet immediate needs, including
for emergency food, shelter, clothing and personal items. To date 13 000 payments at a value
exceeding $14 million have been made to support those who have been affected. Assessment of reestablishment payment applications is also underway, with payments commencing and appointments
with community members coming in the next few days. The recovery centre in Bairnsdale has been a
one-stop point of contact for bushfire-related enquiries. There have also been mobile services
established. I want to acknowledge everyone, whether they are local council staff or staff from my
department, who are working closely together to support these recovery efforts.
As I have travelled to bushfire-affected areas in East Gippsland and north-east Victoria I have really
been amazed by the resilience and the generosity of local communities and the dedication of our health
and ambulance services to ensure locals get the health care that they need. In Gippsland I visited the
Bairnsdale recovery centre run by the East Gippsland Shire Council, where staff have from across
various agencies come together to support locals to get back on their feet. Whilst I was there I met
Renata and Cathie from the Australian Red Cross as well as volunteers from the Victorian Council of
Churches and the Salvation Army, who were selflessly giving of their time to provide invaluable
support to those displaced by the bushfires across East Gippsland, whether that be supporting people
at evacuation, relief and recovery centres; registering people’s locations so that their loved ones can
contact them; providing psychosocial first aid to reduce trauma and distress; providing food, water and
relief items to people cut off by the fires in Victoria; and finally, also conducting welfare checks both
by telephone and in person.
In times of adversity Victorians are at their best and always willing to help a mate. Across the road
from the recovery centre was a warehouse full of donated goods supporting bushfire-affected residents
to get access to the essentials that they needed, such as food, water and sanitary products. The space
was made possible thanks to the generosity of well-known business figure Stephen Mann, who
donated the former Dahlsens building in Dalmahoy Street.
As I talk to our dedicated health services it is hard not to think that you are in the presence of real-life
superheroes. During my visit to the Bairnsdale ambulance branch I heard from Rachelle Pellow, acting
Gippsland regional director, of paramedics in Bairnsdale risking their lives by driving into active fire
zones to rescue patients. I listened to stories of mobile intensive care ambulance paramedics providing
complex emergency care on the beach at Mallacoota. At the Gippsland & East Gippsland Aboriginal
Co-operative, CEO Jamie Williamson took me through their efforts to coordinate the successful
evacuation of kids in care within fire-affected areas, and they have also assisted impacted residents to
register with support organisations such as the Red Cross to access food and fuel vouchers and receive
access to donated goods to support local Aboriginal communities.
As I travelled to the north-east of the state I heard similar stories of resilience and fortitude. I commend
Albury Wodonga Health, Corryong Health and Gateway Health for their significant efforts and work
in the recent bushfire response and recovery effort, in particular for supporting and coordinating the
relocation of residential aged-care residents at both Alpine Health and Corryong Health.
We know from the Black Saturday fires that whilst the physical scars of bushfires will heal in the
weeks and months ahead, the deep trauma and the grief will be enduring. Whilst our government will
have more to say in this space in the near future, I want to commend Albury Wodonga Health for
providing their mental health teams to assist local communities in urgent need. We know that that
ongoing provision of mental health support is going to be critical.
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I had the pleasure of visiting Tallangatta Health Service, which played a very significant role also in
providing support to Corryong Health and the Walwa Bush Nursing Centre by providing critical care
to patients evacuated from these sites. On our way to Corryong we stopped in at the Tallangatta Bakery
to do our bit for the local economy by cleaning them out of every type of slice known to man, and I
was impressed that the bakery’s own challenges were put aside and they have committed to donating
100 per cent of their profits on 15 February to the Corryong and Cudgewa communities. This just
typifies the generosity of Victorians, in particular those who are equally doing it tough, and that never
ceases to amaze me.
In Corryong, Ambulance Victoria executive director Anthony Carlyon informed me of paramedics
leaving their burning properties to continue to provide emergency care to patients in their community
and across the border into New South Wales. In Walwa, CEO Sandi Grieve and her team turned the
bush nursing centre into a makeshift relief centre, providing medical support, meals and comfort to
locals and emergency services workers.
I take this opportunity to thank all of those health services that I visited—including Bairnsdale
Regional Health Service, Albury Wodonga Health, the Tallangatta Health Service and Corryong
Health—and many other health services both in the Gippsland region and in the northern part of
Victoria that I look forward to visiting in coming weeks for their incredible support and dedication to
their communities.
As Victorians we should be incredibly proud of our health and ambulance services. Their unwavering
commitment to providing quality health care to their local communities is unparalleled. On behalf of
our government I offer them our sincerest thanks, and I wholeheartedly support Mr Jennings’s
condolence motion.
The PRESIDENT: That being the last contribution, I will ask for the bells to be rung so everyone
can be here when we pass the motion.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:
The PRESIDENT: I will put the question that the motion be agreed to. I ask members to signify
their assent to the motion by rising in their places for 1 minute.
Motion agreed to in silence, members showing unanimous agreement by standing in their places.
The PRESIDENT: As a further mark of respect, the house will now be suspended for 1 hour.
Sitting suspended 4.03 pm until 5.06 pm.
HON. KENNETH IRVING MACKENZIE WRIGHT, OAM
The PRESIDENT (17:07): Unfortunately I have to advise the house of the death, on 14 December
2019, of the Honourable Kenneth Irving Mackenzie Wright, OAM, member of the Legislative Council
for North Western Province from 1973 to 1992 and Deputy President from 1983 to 1985 and from
1988 to 1992.
I ask members to rise in their places as a mark of respect.
Members stood in their places.
WHITE ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND, ERUPTION
The PRESIDENT (17:08): On 9 December 2019 a volcanic eruption occurred on White Island in
New Zealand, resulting in severe injury and tragic loss of life. The house extends its deepest sympathy
and sincere condolences to the people of New Zealand and to the many families and friends who have
lost loved ones and wishes a speedy recovery to the injured. I join with the people of Victoria in
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offering our support and gratitude for the rescue, relief and recovery efforts that were undertaken on
White Island.
In memory of those who lost their lives in this tragedy, I ask members to stand in their places in silence
for 1 minute.
Members stood in their places.
Announcements
INFANTS IN THE CHAMBER
The PRESIDENT (17:10): Before I read a message from the Governor, I think it would be a good
thing to note a joyful occasion that happened while we were away: Mr Bourman and his wife increased
their family—a young daughter, Rebecca. I hope Dr Ratnam does not mind, but she has shared some
joyful news with us in recent times about her family as well.
If I can say on both those notes, I intend to bring a ruling to the chamber regarding infants in the
chamber soon. I have asked the clerks—I have asked our boffins—to look at different jurisdictions
and actually what the Assembly does to formulate that ruling. However, I have said to Mr Bourman
that if before that ruling comes in he is asked to do nursing duty at the same time he needs to be in
here, I will not be treating Rebecca, in line with chapter 22 of the standing orders, as a stranger and
asking the Usher of the Black Rod to take her into custody. We will be all moving forward in that
fashion until a ruling comes in.
Bills
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS) BILL 2019
TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
WORKPLACE SAFETY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (WORKPLACE
MANSLAUGHTER AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2019
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (17:12): I have a message from the Governor, dated 3 December 2019:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
47/2019

Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019

48/2019

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Act 2019

49/2019

Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019

50/2019

Workplace Safety Legislation Amendment (Workplace Manslaughter and Other Matters)
Act 2019.

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES AMENDMENT (OUT OF HOME CARE AGE)
BILL 2020
Introduction and first reading
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (17:13): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend the
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 to provide for the continuation of out-of-home care to young
people up to 20 years of age, and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
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Ms PATTEN: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for later this day pursuant to the resolution of the Council
of 4 February 2020.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Impact of Animal Rights Activism on Victorian Agriculture
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (17:14): Pursuant to standing order 23.29, I lay on the
table a report from the Economy and Infrastructure Committee inquiry into the impact of animal rights
activism on Victorian agriculture, including an appendix, extract of proceedings and minority reports.
I further present transcripts of evidence, and I move:
That the transcripts of evidence do lie on the table and the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Mr ELASMAR: I move:
That the Council take note of the report.

In doing so I note that throughout 2018 and 2019 Victoria experienced a series of events when animal
rights activists intimidated farmers, stole livestock and disrupted business. These events caused a great
amount of stress to the agricultural community, and rural and regional Victorians in general, and led
to this inquiry being handed to the Economy and Infrastructure Committee.
Firstly, let me stress that the majority of the committee who voted for this report are in agreement on
three key points: support for the right of farmers and everyone in the animal agriculture industry to do
their job without fear; criticism of activists who break the law and intimidate farmers, their families
and staff; and the fact that public confidence in the industry’s animal welfare practices protects the
sector from unfair and misleading criticism.
This third point is particularly important to note when reading this report. Throughout this inquiry the
committee learned that there is a great deal of misinformation in the community about modern animal
welfare practices and legislation. This is a problem because some activists exploit this misinformation
to gain public support and justify their illegal actions.
Of course industry has a responsibility to inform the public of animal welfare standards. It is in the
sector’s interests to do so. However, governments and regulators also have a role in helping the public
to better understand the truth. That is why many of the recommendations in this report have been
designed to provide extra protection for the animal agriculture industry. They will ensure that
consumers retain confidence in the sector. For example, the committee has recommended that
Agriculture Victoria provide information on animal welfare standards and relevant legislation and
make the process of finding information more user friendly.
Another example is the committee has recommended incorporating the industry-based animal welfare
standards that already exist into legislation. This is a simple way for the industry to prove how it is
meeting community expectations about animal welfare, and it removes the ability of activists to
mislead the public.
One issue the committee thought long and hard about was the use of CCTV cameras in abattoirs. Of
course CCTV is used in many industries, and this committee recently recommended that the Victorian
government consider making CCTV mandatory in all commercial passenger vehicles. The committee
also learned that abattoirs are already required to use CCTV cameras for ritual slaughter and that they
are mandatory in many parts of Europe. The committee fully appreciates all of the concerns about
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CCTV cameras. Yet when used properly CCTV is a useful evidence-gathering tool for regulators to
punish wrongdoing and, equally importantly, exonerate innocent workers when they are falsely
accused. Of course industry would be consulted in this process, as it would in all legislative changes.
The report has also recommended strengthening Victoria’s biosecurity laws to address the risk of
animal rights activists spreading pests and diseases in agricultural businesses. It has recommended the
creation of a new biosecurity offence requiring any person entering an animal agriculture business to
adhere to the property’s biosecurity management plan, with those who fail to comply receiving an onthe-spot fine. The committee has determined that animal activism poses a significant biosecurity risk
to animal agriculture businesses and to our economy.
The committee also noted a great deal of misunderstanding about the motivations of animal rights
activists and some recent high-profile incidents in particular. The community expects parliamentary
committees to be fair and responsive and ultimately report the outcomes of this inquiry to Parliament.
I would just like to thank first the executive committee, all my members and all my colleagues: the
deputy chair, Mr Bernie Finn; Mr Rodney Barton—and I wish him well; Mr Mark Gepp; Mrs Bev
McArthur; Mr Tim Quilty; Ms Sonja Terpstra; and all the participating members. I would like to thank
the secretariat staff, Patrick O’Brien, Kieran Crowe, Caitlin Connally and Justine Donohue, for their
support and hard work in helping to produce this report. I commend the report to the Parliament.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (17:20): The Parliament asked the Economy and Infrastructure
Committee to inquire into the effectiveness of Victorian legislation in preventing and deterring illegal
animal activist activity on Victorian farms. Instead of sticking to the terms of reference the government
members pushed this inquiry in a direction that recommends far greater protections for animal activists
who trespass and demonise the livestock industry and makes the committee look like apologists for
the illegal activity of animal activists.
The committee was set up in response to a number of instances of illegal animal activism and the
inadequate judicial response to the trespass and theft of livestock from the Gippy Goat farm and other
farms. Instead of recommending greater penalties and judicial reform through training, the committee
report explains away the actions of animal activists and recommends protections for activists who
actually trespass.
The Liberal and National members of the committee could not support the majority report of the
committee because—and there are many reasons—the report is biased and gives undue attention to
the motivations of animal activists, conveying the impression of sympathy towards illegal actions of
animal activists; the report does not acknowledge that the ultimate goal of most of the activists in this
activity is not improving animal welfare outcomes but indeed removing livestock farming altogether;
the report gives credence to the claims of animal activists in regard to legal farming practices being
cruel; the report does not adequately discuss or acknowledge the impact of animal rights activism on
Victorian agriculture; the report strayed from the terms of reference and failed to respect the intent of
the actual inquiry; recommendation 1 provides additional legal protections for animal activists that
illegally trespass on farming land; recommendations 10, 12 and 14 are outside the terms of reference;
and the report does not propose recommendations that adequately ensure activists are appropriately
punished for wrongdoing, nor do the recommendations protect farmers from illegal activity.
I acknowledge the work of the secretariat, and I thank all of those who participated in hearings and
submissions.
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (17:22): I too rise to speak on this report. As the chair has
said, it arose as a result of invasions on farms by animal activists and also as a result of extraordinary
$1 fines given out to people that were convicted of stealing property and livestock from farms. During
the inquiry we heard extraordinarily distressing evidence from many farmers who had their lives and
businesses disrupted, even ended, by threatening invasions, sometimes by balaclava-clad activists. To
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farmers, their farms are their homes, and it is inconceivable to believe anyone has the right to invade
anyone else’s private space, including their business.
As Ms Bath has said, the report does not adequately deal with the issue that we were asked to address,
and consequently it was important that we produced a minority report to clearly put the case on behalf
of farmers. This farming community add exponentially to the Victorian economy. It is inconceivable
that they can be disrupted in this way. They ought to be flourishing, encouraged and made far more
viable rather than having obstacles put in their path by animal activists. I commend the report to the
house.
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (17:24): I rise to speak briefly on the animal activist
report. I was fortunate enough to serve on the committee. I must say this was difficult for all members
concerned. It covered a range of topics that were difficult to digest. Of course I must commend the
committee chair, Mr Nazih Elasmar. My view in regard to this matter is that Mr Elasmar as the
committee chair made every effort to accommodate the views of those who served on that committee,
including those opposite and also the crossbench. It was a difficult process for the committee to
ultimately arrive at a report.
It is disappointing to hear Ms Bath talk about this report as being biased simply because they do not
like the outcome of the report. It is incredibly hypocritical of those opposite to do that considering the
length and breadth that was gone to to accommodate views. On top of that, to call for another
independent inquiry is quite breathtaking. It is disappointing that those opposite want to reflect on an
independent committee inquiry in regard to this matter.
It is no secret that I have written a minority report in regard to this matter as well, because quite simply
the views of those opposite are quite a contrast in regard to those of the farming community and those
expressed in the animal activist inquiry. What I am trying to suggest is no-one is going to win
anywhere if we do not get the parties together and try to resolve these differences in a more pragmatic
way that reduces the tension between the parties. But I can say quite clearly that the evidence that was
presented at that inquiry did not support the views of those opposite that this is such a huge problem.
There are 21 000 farms in Victoria, and at the time the report was written there were only
approximately 11 incidents of animal activists. There is a big difference between what you believe
over there and the evidence that was provided in this inquiry. The hypocrisy over there in regard to
this report is breathtaking.
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (17:26): I too rise to speak on the inquiry into the impact of animal
rights activism on Victorian agriculture. I want to begin by congratulating Mr Elasmar for his
stewardship of a very emotional and difficult inquiry, I have got to say. We heard from many people
throughout the course of this inquiry, and often from polar opposite ends of the argument. It was
always going to be a very complex, if you like, inquiry for the Parliament to navigate.
I also want to thank everybody who appeared before the inquiry. I think for the most part people were
very honest and open with their thoughts and tried on many occasions to provide advice to the
Parliament on how to deal with some of these very, very difficult matters. I also want to thank the
committee staff for the work that they did.
But the fact is that we have come up with a dozen findings and some 15 recommendations. We have
found, for example, that the often overused argument that activism is no more than whistleblowing is
not the case, that there are things that have occurred throughout this situation which are not acceptable
and that for people who are from farming communities often their farm is also their home and we need
to take stock and think about those things in full. I think this inquiry has given us the opportunity.
I do not know exactly what Ms Bath is talking about, because we have not seen the minority report. It
is disappointing that we get to this point. We get such a diversity of views, but I think that is reflective
of the complexity of these issues. I am happy that we have come up with a very balanced report.
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Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (17:28): I also rise to speak on the report into animal activism.
The committee heard from many farmers who had been impacted by farm invasions by animal
activists. We also heard from the activists themselves. The recommendations in this report will help
farmers to receive the protection they expect from the law while also making sure that Victorians’
rights to speech and assembly are not abridged.
On-the-spot fines are a good solution to trespass of this kind because they will ensure punishment and
deterrence without resorting to criminal courts that are not set up to deal with the usually civil harm of
trespass. This will mean an end to extremists that endanger farmers’ family livelihoods being sent on
their way with a kiss on the cheek.
Conversely these recommendations are not ag gag laws and will not prevent Victorian citizens from
exercising their rights to free speech or assembly. They also will not have unintended consequences
like sending farmers to jail for incidentally trespassing on a neighbour’s property like mandatory
sentencing might. These recommendations also contribute to maintaining and continuing to improve
Victoria’s very high standards of animal husbandry.
The committee heard overwhelming evidence from independent experts that most animal activists
have a deeply flawed understanding of the state of animal husbandry in Victoria. Better public
awareness of how the industry already conducts itself would probably dry up support for the
movement overnight by revealing how over-egged their presentation of the facts is.
I did not like the CCTV cameras. They may reduce trespass, but the constant expansion of state and
non-state surveillance is almost certainly having unforeseen consequences in our society, not least by
eroding any form of privacy as a social norm. Business may accept this, but I bet plenty of workers do
not want to be recorded every minute they are at work. I also worry that a compliance cost like this
will act as a barrier to entry or have other unintended consequences.
However, if the government acts on this report, they will deliver Victoria’s agricultural industry some
of the support they need against this growing threat.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (17:30): I rise to support the minority report that has been put
forward, and in doing so may I commend Patrick O’Brien and his team on putting together a program
which was quite impressive.
I think it is safe to say the Economy and Infrastructure Committee is one of the busiest committees
that the Parliament has ever seen or is ever likely to see in 100 years. They worked exceedingly hard
to put together a program that had us meeting night and day. I am surprised that we did not actually
get a call to meet on Christmas morning. Nonetheless, I thank Patrick for his work.
I support the minority report largely because there was a fair section of this report that did not actually
fit the terms of reference that we were given. I sat during a large portion of the hearings thinking to
myself, ‘Why are we listening to this?’, because it was not actually in the terms of reference. That
confused me a little bit, but I did go into this with an open mind because there were views being
expressed that I had not been exposed to before, and I was certainly very interested in hearing what
people had to say.
But at the end of the day I came to the view that I had to get up in the house today and issue a warning
to farmers in the agricultural industry throughout this nation, and that is that their livelihoods and the
industry are on the line because the animal activists are organised and they are coming to get you. And
if you think you are safe, you have got another think coming because these people will pursue you.
They are fanatics, they are extremists and they will stop at nothing to rip down the agricultural industry,
the farmers of Australia, and that is something that I for one do not want to see.
Motion agreed to.
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SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 1
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (17:33): Pursuant to section 35 of the Parliamentary Committees
Act 2003, I lay on the table Alert Digest No. 1 of 2020 from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, including appendices. I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
OMBUDSMAN
WorkSafe 2: Follow-up Investigation into the Management of Complex Workers Compensation
Claims
Investigation of Matters Referred from the Legislative Assembly on 8 August 2018
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the table a copy
of the Ombudsman’s reports titled, firstly, WorkSafe 2: Follow-up Investigation into the Management
of Complex Workers Compensation Claims, December 2019, and secondly, Investigation of Matters
Referred from the Legislative Assembly on 8 August 2018, December 2019.
DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE
2019–20 Budget Update
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 27D(6)(c) of the Financial Management Act 1994, I lay on the table
a copy of the 2019–20 Budget Update.
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978—
Minister’s Determination of 19 November 2019 of their intention to grant a lease at Albert Park Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 4 September 2019 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Lynch’s Bridge
Historic Precinct Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 12 October 2019 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Old Springfield Cheese
Factory Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 9 November 2019 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Lynch’s Bridge
Historic Precinct Reserve.
Minister’s Orders of 10 November 2019 giving approval to the granting of leases at—
Market Street Melbourne Reserve.
Sandringham Beach Park Reserve.
Minister’s Orders of 13 November 2019 giving approval to the granting of leases at—
Cape Paterson Foreshore Reserve.
Grantville Foreshore Reserve.
Minister’s Order of 19 November 2019 giving approval to the granting of lease at Elsternwick Park
Reserve.
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010—Education and Care Services National Amendment
Regulations 2019, pursuant to section 303 of the Act.
Emergency Management Act 1986—Report to Parliament on the declaration of the State of Disaster, pursuant
to section 23(7) of the Act.
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Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984—Notices pursuant to section 32(3) in relation to Statutory Rule
Nos. 71/2019, 112/2019, 113/2019 and 114/2019.
Major Events Act 2009—Ministerial Major Sporting Event Order of 23 December 2019 for the 2020 and
2021 Australian Open Tennis Tournaments.
Murray-Darling Basin Authority—Report, 2018–19.
Planning and Environment Act 1987—
Infrastructure Contributions and Development Contributions Levies—Report, 2018–19, pursuant to
section 46GZJ of the Act.
Notices of approval of the following amendments to planning schemes—
Alpine, Alpine Resorts, Benalla, Colac Otway, Corangamite, Indigo, Mansfield, Moira, Moyne,
Southern Grampians, Strathbogie, Towong, Wangaratta and Warrnambool Planning Schemes—
GC138.
Banyule, Boroondara, Manningham, Nillumbik, Whitehorse, Whittlesea and Yarra Planning
Schemes—GC98.
Banyule, Manningham and Nillumbik Planning Schemes—Amendment GC119.
Baw Baw, Cardinia and Latrobe Planning Schemes—Amendment GC124.
Bayside Planning Scheme—Amendments C172 and C173.
Boroondara Planning Scheme—Amendments C322, C324 and C326.
Brimbank Planning Scheme—Amendment C215.
Cardinia Planning Scheme—Amendments C255 and C260.
Casey Planning Scheme—Amendments C198, C229, C260, C262 and C272.
Casey Planning Scheme and Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme—Amendment GC136.
Colac Otway, Corangamite, Greater Geelong, Moyne, Surf Coast and Warrnambool Planning
Schemes—Amendment GC121.
Frankston and Mornington Peninsula Planning Schemes—Amendment GC127.
Frankston Planning Scheme—Amendment C134.
Glen Eira Planning Scheme—Amendment C203.
Glenelg Planning Scheme—Amendment C102.
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme—Amendments C226 and C249.
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme—Amendments C367, C404, C405 and C407.
Greater Shepparton Planning Scheme—Amendment C211.
Hume Planning Scheme—Amendments C230, C235, C241 and C242.
Kingston Planning Scheme—Amendment C185.
Knox Planning Scheme—Amendment C183.
Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendment C105.
Loddon Planning Scheme—Amendment C41.
Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendments C117 and C130.
Mansfield Planning Scheme—Amendment C42.
Maribyrnong Planning Scheme—Amendment C147.
Melbourne Planning Scheme—Amendments C352 and C367.
Melton Planning Scheme—Amendments C172, C195 and C203.
Mitchell Planning Scheme—Amendment C124 and C148.
Monash Planning Scheme—Amendment C160.
Moonee Valley Planning Scheme—Amendment C201.
Moreland Planning Scheme—Amendments C188, C194, C197 and C198.
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme—Amendments C190, C206, C257 and C268.
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Moyne Planning Scheme—Amendment C65.
Nillumbik Planning Scheme—Amendment C119.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendment C185.
Queenscliffe Planning Scheme—Amendments C31 and C34.
Southern Grampians Planning Scheme—Amendment C56.
Stonnington Planning Scheme—Amendments C282, C290 and C299.
Surf Coast Planning Scheme—Amendments C123 and C132.
Victoria Planning Provisions—Amendments VC158 and VC165.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme—Amendments C234, C235 and C242.
Yarra Planning Scheme—Amendments C268, C274 and C276.
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendment C188.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
Accident Towing Services Act 2007—Nos. 139/2019, 148/2019 and 169/2019.
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008—No. 115/2019.
Building Act 1993—No. 116/2019.
Bus Safety Act 2009—No. 165/2019.
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—No. 161/2019.
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017—Nos. 162/2019 and 166/2019.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987—Nos. 2/2020 and 3/2020.
County Court Act 1958—Nos. 126/2019 and 142/2019.
EastLink Project Act 2004—No. 149/2019.
Education and Training Reform Act 2006—No. 134/2019.
Electricity Safety Act 1998—Nos. 112/2019, 113/2019 and 114/2019.
Essential Services Commission Act 2001—Nos. 127/2019 and 128/2019.
Evidence Act 2008—No. 111/2019.
Fisheries Act 1995—Nos. 163/2019 and 164/2019.
Forests Act 1958—No. 130/2019.
Freedom of Information Act 1982—No. 155/2019.
Greenhouse Gas Geological Sequestration Act 2008—No. 119/2019.
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (Victoria) Act 2009—No. 141/2019.
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013—No. 170/2019.
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Act 2011—No. 158/2019.
Livestock Disease Control Act 1994—No. 1/2020.
Local Government Act 1989—No. 156/2019.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—No. 144/2019.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—Criminal Procedure Act 2009—No. 143/2019.
Marine Safety Act 2010—No. 146/2019.
Melbourne City Link Act 1995—No. 150/2019.
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990—Nos. 137/2019 and 138/2019.
Ombudsman Act 1973—No. 157/2019.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986—No. 133/2019.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—Nos. 135/2019 and 4/2020.
Public Interest Disclosures Act 2012—No. 159/2019.
Racing Act 1958—No. 147/2019.
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Rail Safety National Law Application Act 2013—No. 117/2019.
Road Management Act 2004—Nos. 151/2019 and 152/2019.
Road Safety Act 1986—Nos. 120/2019, 121/2019, 153/2019, 154/2019 and 172/2019.
Service Victoria Act 2018—No. 132/2019.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Nos. 129/2019 and 136/2019.
Supreme Court Act 1986—Nos. 122/2019, 123/2019 and 125/2019.
Supreme Court Act 1986—Administration and Probate Act 1958—No. 124/2019.
Tobacco Act 1987—No. 131/2019.
Tourist and Heritage Railways Act 2010—No. 167/2019.
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983—Nos. 118/2019, 168/2019 and 171/2019.
Transport Integration Act 2010—No. 173/2019.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—No. 145/2019.
Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011—No. 160/2019.
Water Act 1989—No. 140/2019.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—
Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 109/2019, 113/2019 to 173/2019, 1/2020
and 3/2020.
Legislative instruments and related documents under section 16B in respect of—
Minister’s Notice of 12 November 2019—Greater Geelong City Council—Mayoral and Deputy
Mayoral Allowances—Alteration under the City of Greater Geelong Act 1993.
Minister’s Notice of 12 November 2019—Melbourne City Council—Lord Mayoral, Deputy Lord
Mayoral and Councillor Allowances—Alteration under the City of Melbourne Act 2001.
Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Act 2019—
Guidelines No. 2/2019 for or with respect to the use of work-related parliamentary allowances and the
Electorate Office and Communications Budget, 20 December 2019, under section 36 of the Act.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Building Amendment (Cladding Rectification) Act 2019—Sections 1, 2, 3, 4(1), 9, 10, 27 and 28—
17 December 2019—Remaining Provisions—1 January 2020 (Gazette No. S537, 17 December 2019).
Children Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Part 7—10 December 2019 (Gazette No. S496, 3 December
2019).
Consumer Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Part 2, Part 3, Part 8 and Part 9—18 December 2019 (Gazette
No. S537, 17 December 2019).
Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative Improvements)
Act 2019—6 December 2019 (Gazette No. S496, 3 December 2019).
Integrity and Accountability Legislation Amendment (Public Interest Disclosures, Oversight and Independence)
Act 2019—Part 2 and Schedule 1—31 December 2019 (Gazette No. S537, 17 December 2019).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Appeals) Act 2019—Divisions 2, 3, and 4 of Part 3 and Part 4—
4 December 2019 (Gazette No. S496, 3 December 2019).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Family Violence Protection and Other Matters) Act 2018—Sections 14(2),
16, 22, 24, 25, 27 and 31—10 December 2019 (Gazette No. S514, 10 December 2019).
Marine and Fisheries Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 10, 11 and 16—18 December 2019—
Sections 12, 13, 15 and Part 5—1 January 2020—Remaining Provisions—1 February 2020 (Gazette
No. S537, 17 December 2019).
Parliamentary Committees Amendment Act 2019—Section 7—30 December 2019 (Gazette No. S537, 17
December 2019).
Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 8, 11(2), 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 51, 55, 56 and 57 and Parts 1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 11 and 14—
17 December 2019 (Gazette No. S537, 17 December 2019).
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Rail Safety Legislation Amendment (National Services Delivery and Related Reforms) Act 2019—Whole
Act—2 December 2019 (Gazette No. S480, 26 November 2019).
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Divisions 1, 2 and 4 of Part 2, Subdivisions 1, 2 and 4 of
Division 5 of Part 2, Section 64, Division 7 of Part 2 (except Sections 66(2) and 67), Remaining Provisions
of Part 3, Part 4, Part 5, Part 6 and Part 7 and Schedule 1 (except items 1(e) and 159), Schedule 2, Schedule 3
(except item 28) and Schedule 4—1 January 2020 (Gazette No. S514, 10 December 2019).
Water and Catchment Legislation Amendment Act 2019—Sections 5(8), 83, 86, 89 and 96—1 January 2020
(Gazette No. S514, 10 December 2019).
Workplace Safety Legislation Amendment (Workplace Manslaughter and Other Matters) Act 2019—Part 1
and Part 3—1 January 2020 (Gazette No. S537, 17 December 2019).

Production of documents
BUSHFIRE FUEL LOAD MAPS
The Clerk: In relation to production of documents, I lay on the table a letter from the AttorneyGeneral dated 11 December 2019 in response to the resolution of the Council of 27 November 2019
relating to the bushfire fuel load maps. The letter states that there was insufficient time to respond and
that a final response to the order would be provided as soon as possible.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, the order of the Council was actually quite clear that the
documents were to be provided about fuel load maps across the state in the most recent years. The
Attorney-General sent a letter which has been circulated to the chamber dated 11 December. It is now
almost two months beyond that time. I seek from the government some explanation as to why there is
not a further update and indeed the provision of the documents as has been ordered.
The PRESIDENT: There is nothing under the standing orders to respond to your particular point
of order, but I think the government will take note of it, Mr Davis.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS
Notices given.
GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (17:42): I move, by leave:
That precedence be given to the following general business on Wednesday, 5 February 2020—

it seems very late in the day to be doing that—
and Thursday, 6 February 2020:
(1) order of the day made this day for the second reading of the Children, Youth and Families Amendment
(Out of Home Care Age) Bill 2020;
(2) notice of motion 229 standing in the name of Mr Davis in relation to a joint select committee inquiry
into the 2019–20 bushfires;
(3) notice of motion 230 standing in the name of Mr Davis in relation to a regional sitting in north-east
Victoria this year;
(4) notice of motion 231 standing in the name of Mr Hayes in relation to Casey City Council; and
(5) notice of motion 232 standing in the name of Mr Davis in relation to the disallowance in part of the
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) (Mineral Industries) Amendment Regulations 2019.

Motion agreed to.
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Members statements
MIDSUMMA FESTIVAL
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (17:44): I attended the 25th anniversary of the Pride
March, and I should say our party was very well represented. We had the leader of the federal
opposition, Anthony Albanese; the deputy leader of the federal opposition, Richard Marles; Senator
Jess Walsh; Mark Dreyfus, MP; Josh Burns, MP; and Julian Hill, MP. Then going to the state, we had
the Premier; the Minister for Equality, Martin Foley; Gabby Williams, the Minister for Women; Steve
Dimopoulos, MP; Juliana Addison, MP; Kat Theophanous, MP; Will Fowles, MP; Pauline Richards,
MP; Sarah Connolly, MP; former Deputy Premier John Thwaites; and local councillors. And of course
I cannot leave out—
Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Did I not say you?
Ms Terpstra: You did not say me.
Ms TAYLOR: Sorry—Sonja Terpstra, MP, as well. Did I leave anyone else out? I will feel very
bad if I did. And there were other members of other parties—
Members interjecting.
Ms TAYLOR: All right, Mr Davis. Anyone else?
Members interjecting.
Ms TAYLOR: I am not sure about that one. And there was the Rainbow Labor Network Victoria.
The Minister for Equality also announced $10 million extra to support the development of the
Victorian Pride Centre in St Kilda. That is really going to move it along, and I am very proud that we
are putting so much support—
Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Exactly. Well, it goes hand in hand with the Pride March, doesn’t it? The reason
we should continue to have this is that we still have not achieved equality in the way that we would
like—but we are working at it.
VICKI KEY, OAM
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (17:45): I wish to acknowledge the awarding of an Order of
Australia Medal to Mrs Vicki Key. Vicki has been a long campaigner for mental health support for
members of Victoria Police, particularly those who have retired from Victoria Police. She was
instrumental in the establishment of the retired police peer support officer program, now Police
Veterans Support Victoria. She is a fantastic person and well and truly deserves that honour.
GEORGE HALVAGIS, OAM
Mr O’DONOHUE: In a similar vein, I would like to acknowledge the awarding of an OAM to
George Halvagis, who is well known to many of us. He is a long, long campaigner for victims rights,
following the tragic murder of his beautiful daughter. So congratulations to George.
GARRY HOWE, OAM
Mr O’DONOHUE: I would also like to acknowledge the awarding of an OAM to Mr Garry Howe,
the editor of the Star News Group. Garry represents everything that is good about regional and country
newspapers. A true community champion, he has campaigned tirelessly as a male champion for
change, he has campaigned tirelessly for Pakenham and surrounds and he is a well-respected, fantastic
person. I sincerely congratulate him.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
104

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

ROBERT PORTER
Mr O’DONOHUE: I would also like to acknowledge Rob Porter as the Senior Citizen of the Year
for the Shire of Cardinia. Rob has been looking after the Officer Recreation Reserve and so many
other things for decades, and he well and truly deserves this honour.
KINDERGARTEN FUNDING
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (17:47): I rise today to congratulate everyone associated with the
introduction of universal access to three-year-old kinder at six local government areas across Victoria,
including the wonderful South Gippsland shire. It was an absolute joy to join education minister James
Merlino on 28 January at the Leongatha Children’s Centre.
I welcome a non-stranger to the chamber in that regard, who will have the benefit of three-year-old
kinder before too long.
I would also like to pay tribute to the council, which has worked assiduously to make sure that people
can get access to the necessary information to participate in three-year-old kinder as we join to provide
families across the state, including with East Gippsland coming on board next year, universal access
to 10 and then 15 hours of three-year-old kinder per week. This is a huge game changer. It is
unprecedented across Australia. It will prepare children for a life of learning, it will close the gaps and
it will increase and improve equity.
PROSTATE CANCER FUNDRAISER
Ms SHING: On another matter, it was a delight to join donkeys, horses and other equine species
for the Gippsland rail trail prostate cancer fundraiser. Congratulations to Daisy the mule for making
all 72 kilometres of the trail ride, and well done to everyone for participating in raising funds and
education for prostate cancer research around Australia.
INVASION DAY MARCH
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (17:48): On 26 January this year I joined with our First
Nations community and thousands of Victorians who marched the streets of Melbourne to mark
Invasion Day. It is a day that represents pain and suffering for the First Peoples of this land, who were
dispossessed of their country by colonisation. It is a day that began over 200 years of systematic
oppression and discrimination. Untold devastation and loss was experienced through the frontier wars.
It is a history that our country has not reconciled, it is a history that is barely acknowledged, and it is
time to tell the truth.
On this Invasion Day the crowds that stretched from Spring Street to Bourke Street and beyond were
demanding, asking for and pleading for truth, justice and reconciliation. The ask from our First Nations
was a call to pay the rent. This movement has grown across our country, especially over the last few
years, and there is no doubt that the conversation is changing. For decades First Nations have been
working tirelessly for this history to be heard. Through grassroots consultations, many local councils
have joined with them in solidarity, refusing to celebrate our national day on such an inappropriate
date. A national debate has raged since, and many Australians have changed their views. They have
come to understand and accept that if we do not tell the truth, if we do not acknowledge the suffering
of dispossession and colonisation, we cannot heal. I hope that our leaders can learn to open their hearts
and minds to this truth too. We cannot bridge the gap between our First Nations and the rest of the
community if we do not.
SRI SRINIVASA KALYANA
Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitan) (17:50): I had the honour of representing the Minister
for Multicultural Affairs, the Honourable Richard Wynne, MP, at the Sri Srinivasa Kalyana festivities
last Sunday. The grand celebration was organised by the Sri Venkata Krishna Brundavana, located in
Murrumbeena in my electorate. We were joined by His Holiness Sri Sri Sugunendra Theertha
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Swamiji, a renowned Hindu saint who has dedicated his life towards building a society based on
community support, mutual harmony and peaceful coexistence. For his notable efforts, Swamiji has
also served as the co-president of Religions for Peace for many years.
The festivities were the culmination of so much hard work by volunteers, and their success is testament
to their efforts and the community spirit. Organisations like Sri Venkata Krishna Brundavana provide
great benefit to our society that extends well beyond its place as a cultural and religious institution in
the Indian community. They recently organised a successful donation drive during the bushfires to
support the communities affected and are always looking for new ways to give back to the community.
This is why I am so proud of this government’s efforts to foster community and cultural organisations
across Victoria. Through initiatives like the Multicultural Community Infrastructure Fund, the
multicultural festivals and events program and the Hindu Festivals and Events Fund, the government
has empowered these organisations to strengthen cultural ties within and beyond the community.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (17:52): There are two things the Andrews government
absolutely excels in: its corrupt activities are only shaded by its incompetence. The West Gate Tunnel
debacle brings both together beautifully. The stench of dodginess has hung over this project since day
one. Questions surrounding the role of the Treasurer, a shareholder in Transurban, in awarding the
contract of the tunnel project were only added to prior to Christmas, when we discovered that
discussions on the current project were being held with Transurban before the 2014 election. At the
very time then opposition leader Daniel Andrews was touting his $550 million shovel-ready western
distributor, he was in discussions with Transurban about this multibillion-dollar monstrosity
Victorians now have to deal with. What sort of shysterism is this?
The West Gate Tunnel Project now faces a dodgy future—entirely appropriate, given that everything
about it so far has also been incredibly dodgy. Even by Labor’s standards the West Gate Tunnel Project
is a monumental stuff-up. Once again the people of Melbourne’s west suffer, but ultimately every
Victorian will pay for years to come for this stuff-up. The Andrews government continues the long
tradition of Labor governments in this state: one great stuff-up after another.
REBECCA BOURMAN
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (17:53): I have got to make this quick, because I have got a
nappy change to do. My members statement today is unsurprisingly going to be about our 20-year
journey leading to Rebecca here. It was 20 years or so ago that we got married, and in that last 20 years
we have been trying to have a baby. It was only about three and a half years ago that we managed to
get IVF going. That has been a hell of a journey. That has been harder than the preceding 16½ years
or so. Those who were here earlier in the piece in 2017 will remember we had a stillborn. That was
hard and still is hard. Then we had three and a half years of effective failures. So we kept on going and
then, come early last year, we decided we had had enough—one more. And this is what happens when
you do the one more. There are a lot of people out there struggling with IVF. Everyone has their own
limits, but you have just got to keep on going until you have had enough—and we had had enough—
or you just have a baby.
Now, this may unleash some crying, so give me a moment. I need to thank some people, because we
did not do this on our own, obviously. I want to thank Monash IVF and Professor Luk Rombauts, who
from the early days was helping us. We were what they call ‘geriatric’ patients. It is very, very tough
to tell a woman she has got a geriatric pregnancy. Actually the person that really got us going was our
endocrinologist, Jason Galanos. He got Nicole’s diabetes under control to the point where IVF would
take us. Without him, we would have gone nowhere. Throughout that we had Nicole’s personal trainer,
Carolyn Bartlett, who gave Nicole all the exercises she needed to do and made the whole thing again
possible; a diabetes educator, Eleanor Beveridge; our ophthalmologist, Dr Robyn Troutbeck; our
friends, our family and the people in the chamber that have given us support.
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I also just have to make mention of the Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society, SANDS, the neonatal
death people. I may not have ever gone to them, but the fact that they were there really helped us
through, and what was probably one of the darkest times in our life has now become one of the lightest
in our life. And I have got to call it there, because I have got to go change a nappy.
INDIAN COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (17:56): On 13 or 14 January every year Indians across
the world celebrate the Makar Sankranti, Pongal and Lohri festivals to celebrate the harvest and to
mark the end of winter. Makar Sankranti is a celebrated all across India with many regional variations.
These festivals are a wonderful way to celebrate our diverse traditions. Community groups of Western
Metropolitan Region celebrated this occasion with enthusiasm.
I attended the kite festival at the SMVS Swaminarayan temple in Tarneit. It was great to see the
colourful display of the kites in the sky. Kite flying has been a regional event for several years as part
of Makar Sankranti celebrations and is a major festival in Gujarat. I also attended the Lohri celebration
in Hoppers Crossing, hosted by the Western Gymkhana Club, where everybody danced to the beats
of the dhol, a type of Indian double-headed drum. Lohri is celebrated in northern India, primarily in
the Punjab, Haryana and Delhi regions. It celebrates the days getting longer as the sun proceeds on its
northward journey. I also celebrated a Sankranti Sambaralu event with the Telugu Association of
Australia in Altona North. There was music, food and happiness, which made it a perfect occasion for
the hundreds of people present to enjoy with their families at this mega event.
These celebrations are an excellent example of Victoria’s rich diversity and a great way of bringing
our community together to embrace our multiculturalism.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (17:57): I want to support
Mr Finn’s point and note the extraordinary issues that are coming to the fore with the West Gate
Tunnel. The process leading to the West Gate Tunnel Project has been flawed, with the government,
as Mr Finn correctly pointed out, going to the state election in 2014 with a slip-road, a $500 million
shovel-ready road, at the same time, as we now know, that they were having discussions with
Transurban. In the first quarter of 2015 we know that the market-led proposal was brought forward by
Transurban.
We know the closeness between the Treasurer’s office, the Treasurer and that Transurban firm, and
we know that a deal of some type was struck at a very early point, but it has proved to be a bad deal
for Victorians. We are going to see a massive increase in tolls, an increase that has already begun—
4.25 per cent a year for 10 years, ratcheting up over that time—and a 10-year extension on the current
CityLink concession deed. Those on CityLink are paying the money now for a project that is delayed.
It is now clear that the government did not have an outcome or a solution for the toxic soil coming out
of that project, and that is going to further delay the project and potentially cost the state an enormous
amount of additional money on top of what has been paid and on top of the tawdry tolls.
MIDSUMMA FESTIVAL
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (17:59): Last Sunday I had the great pleasure of
participating in the Midsumma Pride March. I think it was my seventh or eighth time marching.
Hundreds of community groups across Melbourne marched in solidarity with and support for our
LGBTI+ community.
I saw several members from this place, including Ms Taylor, Ms Shing and Mr Davis, and of course
the Premier. The Reason Party this year marched to the tune of an original song by the wonderful
David Peake called Love is the Reason, sung by the super-talented Jacob Leaney. And let me tell you,
it is one hell of an earworm. Hear it once and it is with you forever!
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I want to express my thanks to my Reason Party manager, Emma Sinclair, who stayed up all night
ironing sparkly transfers onto T-shirts for us and who coordinated what I thought was the best march
yet. Thousands of Melburnians lined the streets to cheer us on, and I quite honestly tried to hug every
single one of them.
The march is of course one of the key events of the Midsumma Festival, Australia’s premier queer
arts and cultural festival. The festival, now in its 33rd year, runs until 9 February and has a huge
program of events that centre around hidden and mainstream queer culture and local and international
events. It covers a diverse range of art forms and genres, including visual arts, live music, theatre,
spoken word, cabaret and film.
I would like to congratulate the festival director and CEO, Karen Bryant, all of her team and all of the
volunteers for putting together a cracker of a program this year. Thanks to everyone who came and
stood in support— (Time expired)
FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (18:01): I rise to make a brief contribution on a very
important local community win recently in regard to the old Warrandyte police house, which was
previously used as a police station but then became a house which served to provide emergency
accommodation for women and children escaping family violence. That had been the case for
25 years. Recently I received some very strong representation from the Warrandyte Community
Association president, Carli Lange, who was concerned that this residence was about to be auctioned
off and would no longer remain in public hands. We raised the matter immediately with the Minister
for Housing, the Honourable Richard Wynne, in the other place, and after his careful consideration
and review of the matter I am pleased to report to this chamber that the house was withdrawn from
sale. It is fantastic to see that the community in Warrandyte values very much public housing.
Although there might be leafy green suburbs in the eastern suburbs, it just goes to show that family
violence does not discriminate and there are still plenty of people in need. It is very satisfying to note
to the house today that the residence will remain in public hands and will continue to provide a safe
place for Victorians who need a roof over their heads should they ever need one.
BUSHFIRES
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (18:02): As I rise to speak today, my love and thoughts
are with the communities affected by the ongoing bushfires. The reaction from all over the world has
been very welcome. I am proud of the way my community has come together to help throughout the
devastating firefighting effort.
I begin by thanking the firefighter personnel and police that travelled to assist affected areas and those
who stayed vigilant in our region. There have been fundraisers by multiple local small businesses,
multicultural and religious groups, sporting clubs, trugo clubs, cafes, beauty salons, bars and pubs,
with musicians, artists and performers donating their talents. Craft, sewing and knitting groups are
together making kangaroo pouches, koala mittens and bat wraps for injured and orphaned animals.
Osteopaths, psychologists, myotherapists and chiropractors have been travelling at their own cost from
my region to offer support to the affected firefighters, volunteers and community members. I would
also like to mention the wonderful contribution and ongoing work of Foodbank Victoria in Yarraville.
I thank my community for their efforts. You are inspiring and so caring, and I am very proud to be a
westie.
COVID-19
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (18:04): I want to thank you, President. I understand
earlier this week you were actually concerned about my health because I had been to China. I wish to
advise the house that I am quite capable of exercising personal responsibility, as indeed I think are all
the people who have been in China and have had any sort of possible exposure to the coronavirus.
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Not only have I got a responsibility, but I actually think that at this time those sorts of comments—
and I do not necessarily attribute motive to you, President—that are ill informed and speculative are
really damaging, particularly to our local Chinese community. Our restaurants are empty, our students
are in strife and certainly our universities and other organisations are suffering a considerable
economic loss. As well, there is a breakdown in some of our social fabric. I am aware of women who
went into a Woolworths supermarket the other day and were told that they were not allowed to come
into the store because they were Chinese. They had not been to China for years, and yet there was this
sort of reaction.
Now, clearly there is an undercurrent of some racism in some of this, but there is also an overblown
reaction to what is a serious epidemic, as 97 per cent of those people who have contracted coronavirus
in China are alive and are unlikely to die. The fact is that I have great confidence in both China’s and
Australia’s medical capacity to actually address this virus. Indeed I think at this time our reaction ought
to be to make wellbeing calls to our friends, family, relatives and neighbours, and in a lot of cases that
should be not just to see if they are sick— (Time expired)
Questions without notice and ministers statements
BUSH NURSING CENTRES
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:06): My question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, the Walwa Bush Nursing Centre throughout the recent devastating bushfires was cut off and
isolated for eight to nine days. Not only did it provide emergency health resourcing to the local
community, but the facility acted as a relief centre, with their staff providing, amongst other things,
600 meals to firefighters, welfare checks, managing requests for information for the community,
provision of primary and emergency care both on and off site, as well as becoming a major centre for
the distribution of emergency gear and fuel. The two nursing staff have been working tirelessly around
the clock, and they themselves have been impacted by the fires, yet they continue to work for the
community. The Walwa Bush Nursing Centre needs additional funding to assist in its ongoing
operation, as well as paying for the enterprise bargaining agreements, and not just to receive one-off
grants or sustainability money that provides no certainty. So I ask: will you provide Walwa and the
other 14 bush nursing centres across Victoria with the certainty that they deserve and an assurance that
they will receive ongoing funding and not blame a reduction in stamp duty as the reason they will not
receive it?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:08): I had the great pleasure actually of meeting with Walwa CEO Sandi Grieve just recently on
my visit to the Corryong Health service. I was very pleased to meet with her and hear about really the
heroic efforts that she and her team have made during the recent bushfires, and in fact I referred to that
in my contribution just earlier in relation to the condolence motion passed by this house. I referred to
the efforts that Sandi and her team had made in turning their bush nursing centre into a makeshift relief
centre. They provided medical support, meals and comfort to locals and to emergency services
workers, and I take this opportunity to express my admiration and gratitude to both Sandi Grieve and
her team.
During the meeting that I had I had the opportunity to hear about the particular needs and concerns,
and I acknowledged those in terms of all the bushfire-affected communities and the issues around our
rural and regional health services. I expressed my gratitude also to them for the amazing work that
they have done in supporting their local communities. I am happy to consider requests that have been
made directly by Ms Grieve to me and my office. A lot of the issues that we did discuss did in fact
relate to mental health issues that sit with my colleague Minister Foley, and he and I and our
department will continue to work in a very constructive way around looking at the ongoing needs of
our bush nursing centres, particularly those that have been directly affected by the bushfires.
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The point that I would make to the member is that our government is very proud that in this financial
year’s state budget we in fact increased annual funding by more than $750 000 across the 15 bush
nursing centres, and this means that they received a 12.9 per cent increase on the 2018–19 funding
levels. Effectively, on average, they received about an extra $50 000 each in growth this year. This
year they also received an extra $2 million, or 44.8 per cent more than they did in the coalition’s last
budget in 2014–15.
I also make the point that Ms Crozier might not be aware that in fact her party went to the last election
with a commitment that was less than half of the annual funding increase to bush nursing centres and
less than half what they have received on average under our government in the last five years. In effect
they promised a cut. (Time expired)
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:11): I take that as a ‘no’ from the minister; she failed
to answer a very simple question. Minister, in March last year I asked about funding for Victoria’s
15 bush nursing centres, and you said, and I quote:
I have asked my department to continue to examine the viability of these important health services as we go
forward.

And you might remember you tried to change Hansard at the time. So I ask: will you release to the
public the findings of the department’s examination of the viability of Victoria’s bush nursing centres?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:11): I make the point to the member that in fact bush nursing centres are independent of health
services and they have discussions and make decisions about their future themselves, and they may
wish to make decisions themselves about the types of structures that they might wish to put in place
to ensure that they can continue to provide support to their local communities. I refer the member to
the answer I have already given her in relation to the funding that we have provided to bush nursing
centres in this financial year’s state budget, and I contrast that with the member’s own party, which
took to the last election a promise to in fact slash funding for bush nursing centres. You in fact took a
policy to slash their funding. (Time expired)
ROADSIDE DRUG TESTS
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (18:13): My question is for the Minister for Road Safety
and the TAC and relates to roadside drug testing. A study published in the journal Drug Testing and
Analysis last year called into question the reliability of the two drug-testing devices used by our police,
the Securatec DrugWipe and the Dräger DrugTest 5000. The study found that the devices frequently
failed to detect high concentrations of THC, with false negative rates of 9 and 16 per cent respectively.
They also recorded false positive rates of 5 and 10 per cent respectively. My question for the minister
is: if we would not tolerate a breathalyser that 16 per cent of the time missed that a driver was
intoxicated or in 10 per cent of the time said they were over .05 when they were not, why would we
tolerate it for drug testing? In other words, of the planned 400 000 roadside drug tests over the next
two years, why do we tolerate that 104 000 could return an incorrect result?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:14): I thank Ms Patten for her question and take the opportunity
to note that it is the first question time of the year. Welcome, everybody, back. We are returning to
some of the subjects that we were talking about throughout the course of last year.
Drug testing and drug taking as they relate to road safety are an incredibly important area, and it is, as
Ms Patten implies through her question, essential that the community can have confidence in the
systems that we use. I can certainly assure the house that the system that we use is the very best system
that is available, but I do recognise that there are some circumstances in which it is less accurate than
we would like it to be, and that is something that we have acknowledged previously in the house.
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A very large proportion of drivers and riders that are in control of vehicles have illegal drugs in their
system when they die. Those that do not die but are seriously injured that are tested also have a very
disturbingly high proportion of illegal drugs—and I make the point that it is illegal drugs as distinct
from medicines—in their system.
This is a growing area when we look at any analysis of our road trauma data. I spent a lot of last year
answering the question from lots of people in the community and indeed members in this house about:
what is different this year; what is going on? Whilst there are really many, many factors that do provide
something of a response to that very difficult question, there are some categories that are consistently
heading in the wrong direction, and drug taking and the presence of drugs in people’s systems is
certainly one of those, along with distractions, which is a growing area as well. Other areas, like drink
driving, happily we are making continual progress on and have been now for some decades.
On Ms Patten’s specific interest about results in Victoria, I will take that part of the question on notice
and seek some advice from Minister Neville, who is responsible for the enforcement parts of the
delivery of our road safety policy, and provide some further detail for Ms Patten.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (18:16): Thank you, Minister, and I look forward to further
advice on that. You mentioned that we are using the very best we have, and we would attest that the
very best is actually incorrect in nearly 25 per cent of the cases and is only used in five countries around
the world. Given the ineffectiveness of this type of testing, will the minister instead introduce a testing
regime that actually focuses on driver impairment rather than a residual presence of a substance?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:17): I thank Ms Patten for her supplementary question. What I
can assure the house is that we are constantly looking at opportunities to improve our road safety
response, and what represents the best possible regime for drug testing is an important part of that
work. As improved testing becomes available, we will continue to be involved in research at the
forefront of those developments and to adapt and change as things improve. The thing about alcohol
testing and why it works so very well is that everybody knows that it is just around the corner, and so
the thing with drug testing that we are making investments in is increasing the frequency of testing
because the likelihood of being tested, we know, is a very, very powerful motivator in behaviour
change. But I think that on— (Time expired)
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (18:18): I would like to take the opportunity to expand a little more on the
condolence motion this morning and provide some information to the house about how we are
supporting fire-affected farmers as they recover and rebuild their businesses. More than 7000 head of
livestock have been lost, on top of tens of thousands of hectares of pasture and over 200 000 tonnes of
hay and silage. Together with the commonwealth we have been providing emergency relief, including
dropping feed by air; providing up to $15 000 towards freighting livestock, whether it is for agistment
or to market, or getting feed in; in addition to farm recovery grants of up to $75 000 for primary
producers.
Agriculture Victoria has maintained a presence in Corryong supporting farmers requiring technical
assistance with bushfire recovery. More than 155 farmers have visited that centre and have benefited
from the advice and assistance of Agriculture Victoria staff. The team are helping farmers with
decisions about livestock nutrition and feed budgets, how to protect dams from ash and sediment runoff, livestock water requirements and pasture assessment and re-establishment advice. Many farmers
have been provided with a farm map during their session that is assisting them to consider fence
layouts and the best farm design for the future as they rebuild their infrastructure. The drop-in centre
has proven to be an important place for farmers to come and bounce ideas off staff and discuss different
approaches, with many Agriculture Victoria staff of course farmers themselves. Several farmers have
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returned for follow-up visits, and no doubt the emotional support has been a comfort to many people,
as well as the decision-informing advice.
Over the approaching months Agriculture Victoria will continue to provide support for farmers
impacted by bushfires. This will include one-on-one visits, workshops, provision of technical
information and more. What is important to note in East Gippsland is that this approach will be broader
as it has to consider the issues and challenges farms in that region are facing both from drought and
from a fire perspective. I must reiterate that there are farmers that have not been impacted by fire but
are still doing it tough in being impacted by drought, and Agriculture Victoria are there to support
them as well.
HEALTH FUNDING
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:20): My question is again to the Minister for Health.
Minister, 10 000 people have died of the flu in North America so far this flu season and 20 000 in
Europe. This is in addition to the novel coronavirus that is spreading across the globe, with
13 confirmed cases in Australia and four here in Victoria. So I ask: what additional funds are you
providing Victoria’s health system to cope with the novel coronavirus and the flu season, which is yet
to commence?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:21): Thank you for that question; I am glad I have got 3 minutes to respond. The member just
before we rose for the year last year was in fact scoffing at the impact of the flu season in Victoria. I
made a point of advising the house on a number of occasions last year that we did in fact have the
worst ever flu season on record. We had a very significant flu season where we had 67 000 cases, and
this is why we did in fact have a number of investments to support our health services, apart from the
fact that there was a record health budget: $12.2 billion in funding to operate our hospitals, including
a $2.5 billion boost to running our hospitals in the last state budget.
We had specific funding for healthcare workers to be vaccinated against the flu—$1.225 million
annually—as well as a further boost of $1.5 million to ensure that we could reach our 80 per cent target
of healthcare workers being vaccinated, and in fact we well exceeded that, having reached 83 per cent
in 2018. Then we raised our target further in 2019 to 84 per cent. We will continue to work to drive
that up, and this is why I announced that we were going to work towards mandatory vaccination
policies last year, and I will have more to say about that in due course.
We also lobbied the federal government to address the fact that they did not include flu vaccinations
for children under five on the national immunisation program, and I am pleased that they finally
responded to our advocacy around these issues. Also I made some announcements around making it
easier for families to get their kids vaccinated as well and ensuring that pharmacies also can provide
flu shots for kids aged between 10 and 16. Of course I also announced late last year a $200 million flu
package. Because of the fact that we had had this record flu season and our hospitals were feeling the
brunt of that, particularly our emergency departments, we provided a $200 million boost in hospital
funding.
So we have responded with additional funding for our health services, and of course we are monitoring
the flu season in the Northern Hemisphere. I have a lot I could say around the coronavirus, and of
course I provided members with a briefing on that issue just last night.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:24): Another non-answer. Minister, last year you
blamed the flu and provided $200 million, which you have just referenced, to desperate hospital
networks across Victoria who had suffered insufficient funding and budget cuts under your
government. This year is looming to be just as serious, so will you now just come clean and tell
Victorians that, despite knowing about the serious previous flu season, the $200 million of additional
funding was just to cover up the budget mismanagement of your government?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:24): What the member is asserting is that we looked into our crystal ball at the start of last year
and predicted that we were going to have 67 000 people with confirmed flu cases last year. Of course
we monitor how these viruses are transmitted into the community, and we respond accordingly. This
is why we provided that $200 million boost to support our hardworking emergency departments in
particular, to support our health services. I will of course continue to work on supporting our health
services into the future, and of course we keep an eye on what is going on in the Northern Hemisphere.
But effectively what the member is asserting is that the extra money was not needed. She is claiming
that the extra supports were not needed. She scoffed at the impact of the flu last year, and now she
wants to have it the other way and assert that somehow we needed to have predicted that much earlier
and have— (Time expired)
CULTURAL BURNING
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (18:26): My question is for the Leader of the Government and
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. Many years ago I worked as an educator in a remote Indigenous
community, learning traditions and customs formed by hundreds of communities over many
thousands of years. One of these, Indigenous fire practices, has come into the spotlight recently
following the bushfires across New South Wales and Victoria as a mitigation strategy. I also note that
my colleague Ms Maxwell asked a constituency question last year, well before those fires, about the
need for improved management of fuel loads and still has not received an answer. Having recently
visited Uluru and Yulara, last month, it became evident that these practices, which have preserved land
across our country for 60 000 years, were extremely commonsense but seemingly disregarded here in
Victoria. I note that the minister previously stated that Indigenous fire management is intellectual
property which cannot be taken without permission. However, there are Indigenous peoples and nonIndigenous peoples alike crying out for their land to be saved. My question is: is the government
considering including Indigenous burn-off and land management practices further in Victoria?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:27): I thank Mr Grimley for
his question and his interest in this matter and his working knowledge of how cultural practices in
relation to burning have not only maintained a lifestyle of Aboriginal people but managed in a careful
way landscapes right across the nation. Indeed there have been tens of thousands of years of exhibition
of that practice being successful by many, many measures. The state of Victoria does actually
recognise that, so Forest Fire Management Victoria and our parks agencies have recognised that and
worked with the Aboriginal community in Victoria, and I am informed that as many as 30 of those
burns either have been undertaken or are planned to take place for the reasons that you outlined.
The Victorian government, I can assure you, will leave no stone unturned in terms of respectfully
responding to the demands of our environment, taking lessons from wherever we can, including the
wisdom of traditional owners and those who have managed the landscape by using these methods in
the past, and potentially looking at their use in the future, along with other treatments such as creating
controlled burns in relation to containment lines and firebreaks, mechanical slashing and other
measures that may be taken to reduce the fuel load and to protect our community into the future. We
are very, very open and have already accepted the wisdom of looking for that best practice and that
cultural practice where it can be applied.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:29): I rise today to make some further comments on economic
recovery in bushfire-affected communities in north-east Victoria and Gippsland and to do so on this
occasion in my capacity as the Minister for Fishing and Boating. Having visited both regions recently
and spoken to people in affected communities, I certainly saw what a very difficult start 2020 has been
for so many people. Not only have fires devasted the landscape and waterways, but they have kept the
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tourists away. We want to help people to get back into these communities, spend money and assist
those communities to get back on their feet, and that is why our government was very pleased today
to launch a competition to encourage recreational fishers back to bushfire-affected areas.
The member for Gippsland East, the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events and I this morning
announced the establishment of the Golden Tag competition. It will give recreational fishers a chance
at landing a tagged fish worth up to $10 000. The competition will bring people back to towns like
Mallacoota, Cann River, Bemm River, Orbost, Marlo, Lakes Entrance, Lake Tyers, Omeo,
Dartmouth, Mitta Mitta, Corryong, Tallangatta and Bright. Recreational fishing in Gippsland and the
north-east is worth more than $600 million annually and supports over 3800 jobs. The competition
will be managed by the Victorian Fisheries Authority and will begin in the coming months. The start
date will be announced soon, once conditions in bushfire-affected areas are sufficiently settled. We
are encouraging everyone to take an esky, take a rod and reel and bag one of 1000 tagged golden fish.
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18:31): My question is to Minister Pulford in her capacity as
Minister for Roads. As a result of the bushfires in East Gippsland the Princes Highway was closed for
five weeks, having only just reopened and having had a significant impact on local communities and
businesses. Government agencies and native timber contractors have been working to clear fireaffected roadsides to a safe distance. However, the whole length of the Princes Highway has not been
fire affected. What efforts has the minister undertaken to ensure that the length of the Princes Highway,
from Lakes Entrance to the New South Wales border, is cleared to protect communities from fire and
limit the period of road closures during future fire events?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:32): I thank Ms Bath for her question, and I thank her also for
recognising the considerable work that has been underway by people involved in many agencies, and
indeed in industry, in undertaking a monumental task along Princes Highway east. Our arterial roads
have been significantly impacted by fire—some 1400 kilometres. Close to 1100 kilometres are now
open, and work is occurring around the clock.
The process to clear the roads of trees that may pose a danger has been the priority in our work to date.
Ms Bath’s question really goes to what clearing has been occurring in relation to future fires. What I
can indicate is that the work to date has been entirely focused on what is required to reopen the roads
that are in fire-affected communities, and there are a number of roads still to be fully opened. It is not
as though roads are either closed or open. There are a number of categories for different levels of
access, and they have been opened as quickly as it has been safe to do so.
The single biggest factor in managing this—and there is some damage to road surfaces and there is
some damage to signs and posts along the road—and the greatest part of this work is ensuring that the
trees that have been damaged by the fires are not a risk to people travelling along those roads once
they are reopened. That has been a very significant undertaking. There have been many arborists
deployed for a tree-by-tree assessment along a very, very long stretch of road.
I know the communities who have desperately wanted these roads opened sooner have felt intensely
frustrated. The priorities have been to get those important lifelines for communities open, but the first
priority, once it was safe to go in and commence this work, was to reconnect communities who were
completely isolated.
I must confess that we are not yet at the stage where we are planning for future fires while we are still
dealing with seven fires burning. There is a lot of fire activity in the landscape and an active fire season,
but of course questions around how we can ensure that our arterial road network is as resilient as it can
be are certainly things that are being considered as people are going about their work. I take the
opportunity to thank all involved in this work to date.
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Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18:35): I thank the minister for her response. East Gippsland
residents feel that their safety has been sacrificed by the overly onerous protection of roadside native
vegetation. Minister, what changes will you make to the management of roadside vegetation, or is it
going to be business as usual despite the devastation our communities have experienced?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:35): I thank Ms Bath for her further question and her pivot to
state and federal legislation that protects roadside vegetation. Neither the state nor the federal
legislation that does this is directly a matter of my responsibility, though of course Regional Roads
Victoria works incredibly closely with Emergency Management Victoria and elsewhere our
environment department to ensure that that balance is appropriately struck. The imperative to ensure
that the community is safe and that the road network is resilient is an incredibly high priority—one we
take very seriously—and is considered in the context of those existing state and federal government
requirements around environmental management.
DUCK HUNTING
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (18:37): My question is for Minister Symes, the Minister for
Agriculture, and relates to the announcement of the 2020 duck hunting season. This is something that
should have already been put to bed. The season is due to start on 21 March, which is only six weeks
away. Past seasons have been: 2015, announced on 14 January; 2016, 22 January; 2017, 3 January;
2018, 7 January; and 2019, 11 January. It is now 5 February. Minister, my people need to be able to
make arrangements for their jobs and things like that. Those of Mr Meddick’s people who do have
jobs will need to do the same. What is going on?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (18:37): Thank you, Mr Bourman, for your not unsurprising question.
Obviously I have spoken a lot in this house about duck hunting; I get various questions from people
who have various views on the practice itself.
While the arrangements for the annual hunting season are set in regulation, they can and have been
altered in response to environmental conditions. Each year game duck populations and environmental
conditions are monitored, information is made available to the public and stakeholders are asked to
consult and to provide input. Each year rainfall data, wetland conditions, waterfowl abundance and
distribution, harvest data and expected hunting impacts are also assessed. Given the highly mobile
nature of many of Victoria’s game species—they fly around—conditions across eastern Australia are
also considered.
The process is that key stakeholders are consulted in December by the Game Management Authority,
and they consider information from several sources, including the Bureau of Meteorology, the eastern
Australian aerial waterbird survey and harvest surveys. Advice is then given to government on any
modifications that may be necessary to ensure the sustainability of game duck populations. The advice
also considers the conditions put in place in South Australia, New South Wales and Tasmania,
obviously due to the fact that birds do not follow borders. Minister D’Ambrosio and I will be guided
by this advice in relation to any decisions about modifying the 2020 season.
I am very aware of hunters’ in particular desire to make plans, book accommodation and arrange leave.
I am getting a lot of people asking for advice in relation to this year’s season. I note the dates that you
have outlined. Yes, announcements have been made in the past in December, January and also
February. I will look forward to letting people know of any changes to this season in due course.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (18:40): I rise to update the house on the important work being done to support small
businesses impacted by the bushfires across our state. The past few months have been a deeply sad
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time for Australians. We have been seeing death and destruction on an unprecedented scale across
much of our country. While the bushfire season is far from over, it is important that we turn our minds
to the process of recovery, rebuilding and reconstruction.
I saw firsthand in Jamieson, Mansfield and East Gippsland how small businesses have been impacted
by fires and heard that it is important that we work to support them through this very difficult time. I
have been pleased to work alongside my federal counterpart, Michaelia Cash, to assist with the
delivery of the federal government’s support package, which includes $50 000 grants for directly
impacted businesses and $500 000 loans for directly and, importantly, indirectly impacted businesses.
At the state level we are delivering payroll tax concessions and reductions and a stamp duty concession
for eligible properties. We are waiving water rates for all destroyed homes and businesses and
providing $500 000 grants for regional small business chambers and industry groups. Importantly
there will be small business advisers embedded in all recovery centres. The road to recovery will be
long, and I want to assure all affected small businesses across Victoria that we will be supporting their
recovery.
CENTRAL PIER, DOCKLANDS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18:41): My question is for the
Minister for Priority Precincts. Minister, given your agency Development Victoria’s extraordinary
decision to unexpectedly force all businesses from Central Pier late last year and the clear
incompetence involved in failing to detect these flaws over two decades, I ask: will you assure the
house that access to a refurbished pier and relevant shoreside land will not be gifted or given to the
AFL on favourable terms?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:42): There are many aspects
of Mr Davis’s contribution that I would refute, but given that it is probably not worthy of me to refute
all the elements of it, let me just go to the end conclusion. The decision about what is a viable future
for the pier is yet to be determined. Apart from being acutely aware that it is unsafe, it is not fit for
purpose and it cannot be used into the future until a decision has been made to deliver either significant
refurbishment or in fact demolition and rebuilding on the pier location—and that decision has not been
made—there will be no purpose put to the pier.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18:43): I think that is not an
assurance. Minister, will you confirm for the house that all the businesses forced from Central Pier late
last year will in fact be invited to return to a refurbished pier if that pier does actually occur? I ask you
also: will you provide proper compensation for these devastated businesses?
The PRESIDENT: There were a couple of questions there, Minister. You can pick one.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:44): The answer amongst
the myriad of questions that Mr Davis has asked me is that there has been no decision made about
what purpose the pier location or the fabric of the pier will be put to in the future, and until the
government forms a view and implements it through Development Victoria it would be extremely
unwise of me or you or anyone to speculate about its future use.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY FUNDING
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18:44): My question is to Minister Jennings, representing
the Premier. On behalf of my constituents in the badly bushfire affected Northern Victoria electorate,
my question is about firefighting. Minister, CFA volunteer brigades continue to be forced to
individually fundraise for their own equipment, including essential operational equipment. Even in
cases where they happen to be awarded volunteer emergency services equipment program grants, they
still need to contribute $1 of their own money for every $2 of government funding. Paramedics do not
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have to, and nor should they, pay for their ambulances and medical devices, and police do not have to
pay for their tasers, guns, vehicles and so on and so forth. So why is this the case for CFA firefighters,
who have yet again proven in recent weeks how amazing and invaluable they are in saving multiple
lives and properties, particularly in regional Victoria?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:45): I thank the member for
her question and the important reiteration of a matter that I raised this morning in my significant
contribution on our firefighting effort and the important work that is undertaken by the CFA. I just
want to repeat an element of that from this morning: that the Victorian government and the Victorian
community can be very appreciative—cannot be overappreciative—of the extraordinary efforts that
volunteers and the CFA undertake on our behalf. I want to make sure that everyone is absolutely clear
about that in providing you with an answer to your question.
Beyond that, I indicated this morning that the recurrent budget that is provided through the state budget
for the CFA has increased on a recurrent basis from somewhere in the order of $430 million when this
government came to office to now being over $600 million annually. Beyond that, there is more than
$100 million of specific support that has been provided for safety equipment in terms of both physical
infrastructure—for rebuilding stations—and purchasing equipment. That has been furnished by the
government in the last two budgets.
We do understand the extraordinary commitment from CFA volunteers and the communities that
support them in terms of that human effort and the danger and the risks when they put their lives on
the line in relation to keeping our community safe. We do understand that the ethos of volunteerism
cannot be overly relied on in circumstances where there are significant resource allocations. So on
reflection we will have to think of all the budget settings and all the ways in which we undertake this
work.
Regarding the examples that Ms Maxwell has actually given us in terms of the way the different
agencies have been funded—the equipment, the rollout, the availability of technology and other
infrastructure—we need to have a look at the appropriate way that that is undertaken in the future. We
understand that there is a partnership and many communities are very proud of their fundraising
activity as a further demonstration of their commitment to the community and to one another.
I would think that the government will reflect on the appropriate way to provide that support and
maximise the effort that comes from government, the fire services levy and the community
contribution to make sure that the CFA is viable and supportive of its members into the future.
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18:48): I thank the minister for his answer. I would like to
begin my supplementary question with just one example of the widespread consequences of the
current funding situation. The Koondrook CFA’s only fire truck is 32 years old. It is an unsafe nondual cab with a leaky radiator and in constant need of repairs. Among other difficulties, the brigade
also desperately requires an extension to its shed and equipment to adequately wash its fire hoses and
provide change rooms et cetera. It does not even own basic firefighting breathing apparatus—a
situation that seems at odds with the government’s recent legislative recognition of firefighters’
elevated cancer risks. Minister, in view of the many severe shortfalls and safety risks that result from
the current funding arrangements, when will CFA volunteers be consulted about and involved in
helping design an improved model that is better resourced and tailored to their needs?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:49): I thank Ms Maxwell
for what is a very thoughtful conclusion to the example that she has given in terms of some of the
ongoing needs of volunteer brigades now and into the future. I acknowledge what she has described
as the challenges that Koondrook faces, and I will draw that to the attention of my ministerial
colleague. I will work with my colleague and other colleagues within the government to look at the
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ways in which we can provide that confidence, because without that confidence—that there will be
support provided in a tangible way—volunteers may question their motivation and desire to continue
to provide this extraordinary community benefit. We certainly want to incentivise that and to make
them feel connected and supported in the future.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BUSHFIRE RECOVERY INITIATIVES
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:50): I rise to inform the house of how the Andrews Labor government is supporting the health and
wellbeing of Victorians impacted by our recent bushfires. There is no greater priority to our
government than supporting our communities through the bushfire season and on the long road to
recovery. To ensure bushfire-affected patients could access their medication, our government issued
an emergency order allowing pharmacies to dispense medicines to people without a prescription until
midnight on 1 April 2020.
To support our health services our government has also engaged the Rural Workforce Agency Victoria
to provide a point of contact for clinicians and other healthcare workers offering their services to
bushfire-affected communities, and I am pleased that to date nearly 600 expressions of interest to
support our health services and local GP practices have been registered. I take this opportunity to thank
all those volunteers who have provided that additional support.
In addition, my department is continuing to support bushfire-affected communities and has distributed
more than half a million protective P2 masks as well as more than 10 000 personal protective
equipment kits to residents returning home. In addition, my department has made over 13 000 relief
payments, exceeding $14 million.
Over the past few weeks I have had the great pleasure to visit a number of health services in both East
Gippsland and north-east Victoria to see for myself the impact of the bushfires on our health services
and their local communities, and what I heard was nothing less than heroic. There were enormous
efforts to evacuate safely residential aged-care residents to safe locations. During my visit I met with
Rachelle Pellow, acting Gippsland regional director of paramedics in Bairnsdale, who told me about
paramedics risking their lives by driving into active fire zones to rescue a patient. In Corryong,
Anthony Carlyon, executive director, informed me of paramedics leaving their own burning properties
to provide emergency care to patients in their community and across the border into New South Wales.
In Walwa, CEO Sandi Grieve and her team turned their bush nursing centre into a makeshift relief
centre, providing medical support, meals and comfort to locals and emergency services workers.
As Victorians we should be incredibly proud of our health and ambulance services. Their unwavering
commitment to providing quality care to their local community is unparalleled, and on behalf of our
government I offer our sincerest thanks.
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (18:53): As far as today’s questions go, can I ask Minister Mikakos if she could
supply a written response to Ms Crozier’s supplementary question, her first question. Minister Pulford
did offer to get some extra information outside the standing orders for Ms Patten from the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, I believe.
Ms Pulford: It is sort of within the standing orders. The area that Ms Patten was inquiring about is
the responsibility of the minister for police, so I provided some context but I will seek a response from
that minister.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you for clearing that up.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, thank you for requesting that the minister supply a
written response to my supplementary to the first question. I am just wanting guidance in relation to
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my second substantive question, where I was asking about additional funds that have been provided.
I do not believe the minister actually answered that appropriately.
The PRESIDENT: In real time, Ms Crozier, I believe she did answer the question, but I will review
Hansard and endeavour to get back to you on that question by question time tomorrow.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:54): There are 129 written
responses to questions on notice: 628, 638–43, 645–61, 669–700, 743, 748, 759, 785, 799, 802–3, 806,
811, 823, 830, 834–9, 842–3, 845, 847–51, 853–9, 863, 866, 885, 888–9, 891–2, 894–5, 899, 903,
905, 994, 1001–9, 1013–14, 1016–17, 1019, 1024–6, 1028–30, 1033–6, 1038, 1040, 1042, 1049–55,
1104, 1106–16, 1118–19, 1121–6, 1128, 1130, 1150–1.
Ms Wooldridge: On a point of order, President, I am hoping this might be in it, but I just want to
draw the Minister for Local Government’s attention to the fact that question on notice 103, which I
placed on notice on 19 February and which you reinstated the vast majority of in May, which was over
eight months ago, has still not been answered by the Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade. As I
said, the Minister for Local Government represents him. Question on notice 103 is not on the list—I
see Mr Jennings is shaking his head. I would ask that the minister ask the minister in the other place
to answer the question. I have had the advice that when I leave this Parliament all my questions on
notice will be removed from the notice paper, so I am giving the minister two weeks warning. Given
it is in relation to the Heyfield mill, which is a very important issue, which we now believe the
government is considering selling, I ask that the minister have that question answered.
The PRESIDENT: I ask the minister if he would follow that up for us, please.
Mr JENNINGS: I will, on probably the ricochet responsibility, raise that with my appropriate
colleagues in relation to their consideration of that matter.
The PRESIDENT: Ms Wooldridge did write to me requesting reinstatement of a question on
notice directed to the Premier. Having reviewed the response, I have ordered that question on
notice 907, parts (3), (4) and (5), be reinstated, hopefully within two weeks.
Mr Rich-Phillips also made a written request to me seeking reinstatement of three questions on notice
directed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. Having reviewed the responses, I order that
questions on notice 474, 477 and 480 be reinstated in full.
Constituency questions
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (18:57): I raise a constituency question for the Minister for
Mental Health. Further to my contribution earlier today, I am very concerned that mental health
support needs to be provided for bushfire-affected individuals and communities for the long term. The
question I have for the minister is: will he guarantee mental health support for fire-affected
communities in my electorate of East Gippsland and that the individuals that live there will have access
to mental health support for years to come? As I said earlier, following Black Saturday I was helping
constituents three, four, five and six years after the fires who initially coped well with the consequences
of losing a house or other assets or family members, but then years down the track their lives became
tumultuous and they faced challenges. I want to make sure we learn any lessons from that experience
and mental health support is provided for years to come.
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (18:58): My question is for the Minister for Disability, Ageing
and Carers. I have previously raised with the minister the dire financial situation of Murchison
Community Care, operators of the DP Jones aged-care facility, Murchison’s biggest employer. In
November 2019 the creditors of Murchison Community Care voted for the entity to be placed into
liquidation. Sadly the liquidator has been unable to identify a suitable buyer for the aged-care facility
and its closure is imminent. With suitable funding from the Andrews Labor government it would be
possible for Goulburn Valley Health to take over operation of DP Jones, similar to other services that
they operate in Rushworth and Tatura. This would secure the future of the aged-care facility, save
many jobs and calm the genuine angst throughout the Murchison community. Will the minister give
a commitment to investigate the allocation of additional funding to Goulburn Valley Health to acquire
the DP Jones aged-care facility and operate it in the same vein as other similar GV Health managed
facilities in Rushworth and Tatura?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (18:59): My question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change in the other place and comes from constituents in Portland. Last
week koalas were massacred in Cape Bridgewater just out of Portland. Scores of healthy, disease-free
koalas were killed, crushed by a bulldozing operation to clear the land. People across Australia and
beyond this country, and particularly in my electorate of Western Victoria where it took place, are
horrified. They want justice for the innocent koalas that have once again suffered as a result of human
interference. Can the minister please provide details of the investigation—for example, how it will
run, what charges are being considered and when the findings will be reported?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (19:00): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I recently had the pleasure of meeting Tehree from
Jirralingha Koala and Wildlife Sanctuary while adopting a koala—virtually that is. Tehree explained
that prior to the 2009 Black Saturday fires the state government funded the training of hundreds of
rapid response carers who are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to retrieve sick or injured
wildlife which are still alive in fire-affected areas. Despite the government providing this training
where the carers had the opportunity to purchase approved boots, clothing, equipment and extensive
training, in most cases—and certainly following this fire season—they have never been called to
service, which has potentially contributed to the needless loss of native Australian wildlife. Some
estimates point to the loss of 1.25 billion native animals nationally, further reinforcing the need for
support from rapid response carers. My question is: despite the state government funding the
resourcing and training of rapid response carers, can the minister explain why there have been minimal
call-outs?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (19:01): My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads.
Minister, with each passing day the Bulla bypass becomes ever more necessary. As employment at
Melbourne international airport continues to grow, so does the traffic on Sunbury and Bulla roads. As
the population of Sunbury and many towns in the Macedon Ranges continues to grow, so does the
traffic on Sunbury and Bulla roads. When the multiple developments planned for Sunbury open, the
resulting population explosion in the town will increase traffic on Sunbury and Bulla roads to
intolerable levels. Minister, my constituents in Sunbury, Bulla and surrounds have needed the Bulla
bypass for decades. Will you be the minister who actually builds this long-overdue piece of
infrastructure?
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (19:01): My question is to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. It is about official notifications sent during emergency situations, including the
disastrous recent bushfires in Northern Victoria. Typically residents in and around the emergency
areas are now sent a brief text message or messages alerting them to a general situation but in each
SMS they are provided with a URL that contains more specific official advice that has been issued.
However, for my constituents, and indeed others in regional areas, internet access is often unreliable
at the best of times, let alone in these situations where power and phone coverage is often severely
hampered. Being able to successfully click through to the URL is accordingly, in some cases, simply
impossible. I therefore ask: why is far more comprehensive, meaningful information not included in
the first instance in the text messages?
President, on a point of order, I would like to ask whether you could please order a further written
response to a constituency question. It was one that I asked of the Treasurer on 28 November 2019
and to which I received a reply on 30 January 2020. Further to the point of order, could I also please
ask that you seek clarification, insofar as you are able to do so, why I only received a reply on
30 January 2020 when the document is clearly date-stamped at the Treasurer’s end as having been
answered by him on 5 December 2019.
The PRESIDENT: Ms Maxwell, there is nothing in the standing orders that gives me the ability
to do that, but maybe the Treasurer will take note from Hansard.
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (19:03): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. Residents of Ocean Grove are deeply concerned about the
build-up of fuel loads in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, which spans over 350 acres and is
surrounded on most sides by suburban blocks. At a public meeting in Ocean Grove which I attended
Fire Management Victoria told residents that they intended to mulch a 40-metre strip of the reserve as
their solution to reducing fire risk. Having visited the site myself, clearly a machine is being used to
smash some sticks on the ground, trample native grasses, smash logs and knock off tree branches. The
supposed mulching clearly does nothing to reduce fire risk while damaging remnant vegetation. I ask
the minister: how is a $30 000 expenditure on mulching going to save the lives of Ocean Grove
residents in the event of a fire?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (19:04): My constituency question is to the Minister
representing the Minister for Planning. I refer to the minister’s remarkable decision to make massive
changes to draft amendment C184, Glen Eira’s structure plan for Bentleigh and Carnegie. The minister
has altered about 180 sites in Bentleigh and Carnegie from two-storey height limits to either three or
four storeys and other sites currently three storeys to four storeys. I refer the minister to local residents’
shocked reaction, and I quote:
The Ponzi Scheme that is planning in Victoria continues unabated. Not even the revelations from the IBAC
Inquiry into Casey is shaming the development industry. One of those “revelations” is how politicians are
influenced by donations from major donors, and there are few bigger donors than the development industry.

Will the minister advise the house of all representations he received concerning draft amendment C184?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (19:05): My question is for the Minister for Agriculture. Last
year we heard that Victorian Labor backbenchers were making a push to ban duck hunting, and since
then the Game Management Authority has been unusually quiet about the status of the upcoming duck
hunting season. We are now at the pointy end where trips must be organised and accommodation
booked and still there is no announcement. A $106 million regional industry is at risk at a time when
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the regions need every cent. There has been not only drought and fire but also floods in Victoria this
year. The Murray River has run full of environmental water, creating breeding opportunities. Ducks
are not at risk. There is no rational reason to cancel the season, which only leaves irrational ones.
Declare a season or come clean about a ban. Can the minister tell us when the duck season will finally
be declared?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (19:05): My constituency
question today is for the attention of the Minister for Public Transport in the other place, and it concerns
the Middle Park tram stop. The tramline at Middle Park had an old-fashioned heritage tram stop and
buildings, including a cafe. The owners of that cafe, Kate Anstee and her partner, advised Public
Transport Victoria and Yarra Trams that there were fire issues with that site. PTV chose not to heed
that advice, and in fact the place sadly burnt down. It has since been rebuilt, but despite Ms Anstee
and her partner having a contract that rolls over, PTV and Yarra Trams are acting, in my view,
corruptly and in cahoots to frustrate her renewal of the lease. They need to deal with this. It is
disgraceful, and it is cruel.
The PRESIDENT: I think that there was a question in there somewhere. We will take that.
Bills
CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES AMENDMENT (OUT OF HOME CARE AGE)
BILL 2020
Statement of compatibility
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (19:08): I lay on the table a statement of compatibility with
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I
make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Children, Youth and Families Amendment (Out of
Home Care Age) Bill 2020.
In my opinion, the Children, Youth and Families Amendment (Out of Home Care Age) Bill 2020, as
introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with human rights as set out in the charter. I base my
opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of the bill
The main purpose of the Children, Youth and Families Amendment (Out of Home Care Age) Bill 2020 is to
amend the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 to provide for the continuation of out of home care to
young people aged 18, 19 and 20 years.
Human rights issues
The Children, Youth and Families Amendment (Out of Home Care Age) Bill 2020 is compatible with charter
as it does not interfere with any of the 20 human rights set out in the charter.
The Bill may promote the right to protection of children and families as set out in section 17 of the charter.
Conclusion
I consider that the Bill is compatible with the charter.
Fiona Patten MLC
Leader of the Reason Party

Second reading
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (19:09): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

In Victoria, right now, there are around 11 000 children unable to live with their parents, and find
themselves in the statutory care of the state. That is, their legal guardian or parent is the government.
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This may be the result of violence in the home, or issues with Mum’s or Dad’s mental health.
Most of these children are living in foster or kinship care, but around 6 per cent live in residential or
group homes.
Currently in Victoria, exit care planning begins at 15 years and all children must leave the nest by their
18th birthday. That is around 800 young people leaving care in Victoria each year.
When we think about who these children are, the trauma that these children may already have
experienced in their young lives, there is no doubt that many will remain vulnerable.
While 85 per cent of 18- to 21-year-olds in Australia are still living at home with one or both parents,
we expect our care leavers to fend for themselves at 18.
As Kiera, a former foster child, has explained:
When you turn 18, amongst us foster kids it is called D-Day—pretty much you’re stepping into oblivion. It’s
a horrible, terrifying awful day for most kids.

Care and support, financial and emotional, is withdrawn by the state. It is abrupt and it is no surprise
that within the first 12 months of leaving care, 50 per cent of our care leavers will be homeless, in jail
or unemployed.
For these reasons, countries like the USA, England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, Canada, New
Zealand, Sweden, Germany and Portugal have extended care to 18-, 19- and 20-year-olds, with
incredible results.
To use the USA as an example, increasing the leaving care age halved homelessness, doubled
education participation, doubled the odds of employment, saw a 54 per cent reduction in arrests, a
38 per cent reduction in youth pregnancies, and saved around $320 million in the process.
In Leeds, England, the year after they extended their leaving care age only one young care leaver
ended up in custody, as compared to 102 in the year before implementation.
Deloitte Access Economics have estimated that continuing care in Australia to 18-, 19- and 20-yearolds would also halve homelessness, reduce hospitalisation by one-third, reduce mental illness by over
40 per cent, increase engagement in education, significantly decrease arrests and massively decrease
alcohol and drug dependence in this cohort.
This simple legislative change will not only change lives, it will save $1.84 for every dollar spent.
Unsurprisingly, it is an idea that 88 per cent of Australians support. It is an idea that the Victorian
government supports—but to this point, only in part. The state’s investment in Home Stretch is
commendable but will support only 250 young people over the next five years—when more than
4000 young Victorians will leave care in that period.
As 12 young people eloquently wrote in an open letter to the Premier late last year:
The future can look pretty bleak when you leave care. We turn eighteen knowing that fifty percent of us will
be homeless, in jail or unemployed within the first twelve months of leaving care. These are not things that
just disappear. The consequences of these outcomes last a lifetime.
As it stands, of those of us who are signing this letter today, only 10% would be offered the opportunity to
stay in care to 21 years … Which of us will you choose? Which of us misses out? How will you justify your
decision to those left behind? It just doesn’t seem fair.

This bill will make it fair.
Legislating this change will guarantee it.
Turning to the specifics of the bill, its purpose is to amend the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005
to provide for the continuation of out-of-home care to young people up to, and including, 20 years of

COMMITTEES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

123

age. The bill would come into operation on the day after it receives royal assent. The bill includes an
extended definition of ‘out-of-home care’, to include young people aged 18, 19 and 20 years. It extends
the responsibilities of the secretary to provide out-of-home care to young people continuing in out-ofhome care. The bill inserts new division 4 into part 4.3 of the act. New section 180A sets out the object
of the division. New section 180B provides that continuing care will be available to young people for
whom the secretary has had parental responsibility and who elect to remain in out-of-home care. New
section 180C provides for continuing care agreements, which will allow the secretary to acquit their
obligation to provide continuing care to a young person, without treating that young person as a child
under the act.
I would like to acknowledge the strong advocacy by Home Stretch for this reform, in particular Paul
McDonald and before him Deb Tsorbaris for their leadership. Most importantly, I would like to
congratulate the young care leavers who have been strong enough to share their personal stories.
I ask for your support for this reform that will give some of our most vulnerable young Victorians a
better chance.
I commend the bill to the house.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (19:16): I move:
That debate on this bill be adjourned for two weeks.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned for two weeks.
Committees
JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE
Establishment
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (19:17): I am pleased—at this
hour, I might add—to move this motion:
That:
(1) a joint select committee of seven members be established to inquire into, consider and report to both
houses, no later than 30 November 2020, on the preparation for, coordination of and implementation of
the firefighting response to the 2019–20 bushfires in Gippsland and north-east Victoria, including but
not limited to an examination of:
(a) all aspects of state government, department and agency actions, including:
(i)

any relevant recent information or examples of bushfire response or preparation which, in the
committee’s view, provide relevant lessons or learnings;

(ii) the volunteer and community response;
(b) the impacts on life and property and whether any could have been prevented by action before the
bushfires;
(c) whether the response to the Victorian bushfires could have been improved, and if so, what lessons
should be taken from these extensive and dangerous bushfires;
(2) the committee will make appropriate reference to the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission’s
recommendations;
(3) the committee shall consist of:
(a) four Assembly members, comprising three members from the government nominated by the
Premier and one member from the opposition nominated by the Leader of the Opposition;
(b) three Council members, comprising one member from the government nominated by the Leader
of the Government in the Council, one member from the opposition nominated by the Leader of
the Opposition in the Council and one member from among the remaining members in the Council
nominated jointly by minority groups and Independent members;
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(4) a majority of the members appointed pursuant to paragraph (3) will constitute a quorum of the
committee;
(5) in addition to exercising a deliberative vote, when votes on a question are equally divided, the chair, or
the deputy chair when acting as chair, shall have a casting vote;
(6) the committee may proceed to conduct business notwithstanding that all members have not been
appointed and notwithstanding any vacancy;
(7) the committee shall operate under the provisions laid out under joint standing order 15; and
(8) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing and sessional
orders or practices of both houses, will have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing
and sessional orders or practices of both houses.

This is an important motion. Victoria has, of course, faced a devastating bushfire season. I think there
are many things I do not need to say just now, after the debates we have had in the chamber through
the day. There has been enormous discussion about the impact on many people, and I take it for a
given that the chamber accepts the enormous work of the many people who have responded to the
fires, the good and honest approach and the remarkable strength and remarkable courage of the
firefighters, both volunteer and paid firefighters, and the other agencies that have responded to the fires
this year.
The tragic deaths that have occurred have been referred to in the chamber today at length. The impact
on property, the impact on our forests and the biodiversity of our forests, the impact on species,
including threatened and endangered species, and the impact on animals generally have also been
referred to at length in the chamber today.
I take it that everyone in this chamber is aware of the need to properly assess what has occurred and
the responses that have occurred. After 2009 there was a very comprehensive approach through the
royal commission—and I place on record again in this chamber my profound respect for the way that
royal commission proceeded and the recommendations that it made. Many of those recommendations
have been implemented by government, but not all. It is important to recognise that there is debate
about a number of the recommendations from the royal commission. Indeed it would be part of the
role of this inquiry to look at a number of those points and to see whether a failure to implement those
recommendations sufficiently could have resulted in some different outcomes.
I make the point that Victoria is a place that is fire prone historically. We are aware of the long history.
Earlier in the day I referred to my grandfather’s role in 1939. So this is not a new problem for Victoria.
We are very aware of it. The point has been made that climate changes are very likely matters that
have impacted on these fires. I do not for any moment discount that and indeed note that that leads to
certain conclusions about the way we need to respond. Equally, I also note that there are aspects of
this fire which are different from earlier fires. The scale of the land area, the massive number of
hectares involved, is only greater in the period in 1939, whilst fortunately the death toll was much less
than occurred in 2009. I note importantly that it occurred in areas that are less densely populated, and
that is a significant matter.
The chamber has talked about fuel load maps in recent times, and that is an aspect that an inquiry like
this could look at. The issues around biodiversity and the protection of biodiversity are matters that
this chamber would want to look at with this inquiry.
I note that the Prime Minister has indicated he will establish a royal commission to look at matters
nationally. I am not quibbling with that in any way, but I am saying that this is ultimately a matter for
our Parliament and our political establishments here to work out what is best for Victorians, our
Victorian forests, our Victorian communities and the protection of our Victorian communities.
I note also that there have been inquiries by this chamber and elsewhere in recent years. They are an
important substratum of information for such an inquiry as this, but they are not a replacement for
what this inquiry would look at, which are the particular circumstances, the particular actions and the

COMMITTEES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

125

particular responses that occurred in this period. I note also that the fires continue. There are still fires
in operation and those fires should not in any way be underestimated in their significant impact as we
go forward.
The terms of reference are deliberately drafted in a way that enables the consideration of other
learnings that may come forward. I have not tried to narrow the recommendations in any way that
would see important matters excluded or important matters unable to be looked at by this committee.
I note the decision of the government to announce an inquiry by the inspector-general for emergency
management, Tony Pearce. As the Premier said in the lower house today, he was appointed by a
coalition government between 2010 and 2014. That is quite correct, and he is a person of significant
merit and veracity. But—and I asked him this question very directly yesterday at the briefing he
provided to those members of Parliament who chose to attend, and I thank him for that briefing—I
asked him the question about whether he is in a position to deal with the inherent conflicts of interest
that relate to him as the reviewer reviewing his own work and his own recommendations. He has made
a series of recommendations in recent years, including particularly Safer Victoria and a number of
other programs which have been significantly implemented by this government. The operation of
those programs, the effectiveness of those programs and whether those programs had deficiencies or
could be improved would naturally be the focus of this inquiry in part.
For that reason I think this inquiry would be much better placed than Tony Pearce, in his role as
inspector-general for emergency management, reviewing his own policies and the implementation and
effectiveness of his own policies where they have been adopted by government. I asked him in a blunt
but respectful way at the briefing yesterday how he managed to reconcile what was clearly a conflict
of interest. You would not expect on a board, for example, somebody to be reviewing their own work.
You would expect independence. You would expect dispassionate reviews to occur that did not seek
to, as it were, review the homework of yourself. The unfortunate thing about the Premier’s decision to
appoint him to this position is that I do not think there will be confidence that he will be able to make
those dispassionate decisions about his own programs, his own decisions, his own recommendations.
If one or more of his recommendations have not worked as he intended, have not been effective in the
way he intended and a dispassionate review would lead to a conclusion that they needed to be changed
or were inadequate in some way, I think it would be hard for Mr Pearce to make that decision. I think
it would be very hard for him to review his own homework and say, ‘Actually, I don’t think we got it
right’.
For that reason I think it must be an independent review. It must be a truly independent review. A
parliamentary committee could do this, an upper house committee could do this, but I do not believe
an upper house committee has sufficient breadth and support from the other chamber and across the
Parliament and the community to undertake that role. Hence this has been regarded as a joint select
committee, a committee that has one purpose, one reference and members from both chambers, and I
have said to many in this chamber: if there is something in this motion that you do not like and you
want to change—the numbers on the committee, the terms of reference in some way—we have been
very open to the fact that if people have improvements or suggestions there, that we are prepared to
look at those improvements or suggestions in a clear and honest way and to deal with those
improvements or suggestions.
So I think it must be a broad committee that has got the purview, the strength and the resources. I think
it would be a matter for the Parliament to provide those resources, and it must be a cross-party
committee that has that broad community support. So for those reasons I have very much indicated
that this is the form of committee that we think is the best way forward to review it. I think people
must have confidence in the committee. They must have confidence that it is truly independent and
prepared to look at things, warts and all, good and bad, to be respectful and to allow, importantly, an
opportunity for individuals and communities to speak. People need the opportunity to speak. They
need to be able to say what has happened, to say what has been well done and what has not been well
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done, and this committee would provide that opportunity for community members to speak, and to do
that under oath, to do that at public hearings and to do that in a transparent and open way with impunity
so that people are not fearful about speaking aloud publicly. They would have parliamentary privilege
attached to them in the way any parliamentary committee that is going about its legitimate committee
work within its terms of reference has that parliamentary privilege about its work. So I say this is a fair
way forward.
One issue of great debate is the failure to provide the fuel load maps, and that is something that could
be assessed by this committee. This committee would be in a position to demand the government bring
those forward. The committee would also be in a position to ensure that issues around the failure to do
sufficient preventative burning were closely and sharply examined. I think this is the right way
forward. I think it is the fair way forward. I think it is a transparent way forward, and it does provide
the independent review that is necessary.
I note Mr Pearce indicated at the briefing that the Auditor-General was looking at some of the Safer
Victoria initiatives, and I welcome that, but the point I made to him is that the Auditor is looking at
that in a longer period; he is not looking at that in the narrow confines of this particular set of fires that
occurred in late 2019 and early 2020, and he is not looking at the actual outcomes in that period. I say
that that is the essence of the matter. It needs an independent review of these fires at this time and the
response by agencies and communities to that.
It is important also to look at the changes that have been made in the CFA. Now, the opposition has
been very critical of the government, and we think for very good reason. We know that the number of
volunteers has dropped and the response was diminished. I was part of the bushfire preparedness
inquiry, and we heard clear evidence that Gippsland—and in the case of this fire Gippsland is one of
the key areas—would have diminished resources to draw on and diminished surge capacity if there
were reduced numbers of volunteers on the edge of the city in Melbourne, the south-eastern suburbs
of Melbourne in particular, from where Gippsland CFA operations draw some of the additional surge
capacity that is so much a part of their response. It is clear—and the question in the lower house today
that was put to Ms D’Ambrosio was very clear—that there were less CFA units available than would
have been the case at a previous time, and that may well be directly due to the fact that the CFA
changes have forced some of the volunteers out and diminished the capacity of some of the volunteers
to respond.
Those matters of operational response, those matters of detail, need to be looked at by such an inquiry.
So I say, let us be clear, this is a very important fire that has occurred. The impact on the community
has been significant—the loss of life, the loss of property—and the impact on the natural environment
has also been severe, so it is not good enough for the government to say, ‘Oh, well, we’re just not
going to have a proper, open, transparent, independent inquiry’. That is what the government is not
doing, and I think—and I am going to be quite blunt about this—the government is frightened of that
analysis. The government is frightened that much will not stand up to scrutiny when looked at sharply
and closely.
I say very directly that I do have respect for Mr Pearce, but he is not independent in this matter. He is
not independent; he is a person who is a significant bureaucrat and has his own issues to prosecute and
his own matters to protect.
Mr Gepp: You appointed him.
Mr DAVIS: We did, and I have already spoken about that. I have the highest regard for him, but
even you would not be able to assess your own homework and give yourself a low mark when you
had failed. I am not suggesting that that is an unusual characteristic. Most people would not be able to
bring total independence to a matter when they had clear interests and matters at stake. So in that sense
I would like to see a clear, independent inquiry and actually make it very clear.
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Ms Shing interjected.
Mr DAVIS: You disagree, do you, Ms Shing? I think most people would find that difficult, and I
think Mr Pearce is no different in that respect. I made this point to him quite clearly yesterday when I
spoke to him at the briefing. I asked him questions about how he planned to manage the conflict of
interest in assessing his own work, and he frankly did not have a proper or adequate response to that.
That is not unexpected, because there is no satisfactory response. He cannot independently assess his
own work, and that is obvious.
So in those circumstances, we do need that independent inquiry. We do need an approach that is going
to see fair examination of all of these issues. The terms of reference are broad enough to allow all those
matters to be considered. The shape of the committee is fair, and I have indicated we are very open to
honest discussions. If we do not put the motion tonight, we are happy to listen overnight if people have
got genuine points that they want to make about how this motion could be improved—a sensible,
proper way forward, a fair way forward and a way forward that will provide the opportunity for every
member of the communities that are affected who wish to provide evidence and speak to do so. I urge
people to support this motion.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (19:36): I rise today to speak in relation to this motion, and gee, it
feels like deja vu. It feels like deja vu, and it feels like another fundamental waste of time to be standing
here talking about the opposition’s desire to have yet another parliamentary inquiry into the subject
matter of bushfire preparedness in terms which are eerily similar to those which we debated in the
chamber in the last Parliament and to those which then formed the basis for exhaustive consideration
by the Environment and Planning Committee during the last Parliament, a committee of which I note
for the record Mr Davis was the chair and of which, in the interests of disclosure, I note I was the
deputy chair.
And I have got to say that, whilst I enjoy spending time with my colleagues here in the chamber to a
point, there is a point at which we go beyond being productive, we go beyond adding value and
working in the public interest and we descend into self-professed experts with little or nothing to add
that might otherwise contribute to a debate that is in my view properly the remit of experts and properly
something which ought not to be plagued by political subtext.
It is interesting to note that in his initial contribution Mr Davis referred to a number of matters which
he said had been canvassed in debate earlier today. Well, you know what? It was not a debate. The
matters which have preceded today’s motion came within the scope of a condolence motion, and yet
you would not know it hearing from those opposite because those opposite took an opportunity to
come together in grief, in solemnity, in a shared sense of loss for what has occurred with fires that
have claimed around 1.5 million hectares in Victoria this fire season alone and they took it straight
into the dirty political depths where they ordinarily sit quite comfortably in the work of this chamber.
They took it straight into a partisan debate, a partisan set of arguments, a set of self-congratulatory
statements and a set of vast monologues which apportioned or sought to apportion blame on matters
which appropriately warranted our careful condolence and dignity and a shared sense of seriousness
here today.
I am astounded and disappointed at what I have heard in this chamber today around the condolence
motion as it was moved and as it relates to a number of those contributions. I am so disappointed
because, whilst there were a number of notable exceptions to this rule, whilst there were members of
this place who were able to recognise that in our hour of greatest need we as Victorians came together
to work across party lines, to work across jurisdictional lines, to work across state boundaries and to
put all of our differences aside and whilst we worked to achieve those ends and put our ego and our
self-interest away for the purpose of doing better and serving the communities that we were elected to
represent, there were still a number who could not help themselves, and their views are on the record.
Their views are set forever in Hansard as showing that they actually do not care about the notion of
condolence for this loss and for this grief and for this trauma and that in fact it is very, very easy to be
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dragged into the depths of political mudslinging at any opportunity—at even an opportunity which is
cast in terms as serious and as narrow as a condolence motion.
So when I look at a motion like this from Mr Davis, motion 229 on the notice paper, I see that yet
again this Parliament is being asked to entertain another parliamentary inquiry, with terms eerily
similar to the last parliamentary inquiry, albeit with date changes, at the same time that the
commonwealth is preparing its position in relation to a royal commission and at the same time the
inspector-general for emergency management (IGEM), Tony Pearce—a man who was appointed by
the former coalition government and a man who has undertaken with all of his decades of expertise
comprehensive reviews into the way in which firefighting and incident response and control have
taken place in areas and structural fires and in campaign fires as vast and diverse as Wye River, as
Lancefield, as the Footscray fires—has a recurring investigation into the climate within which
firefighting occurs in Victoria. I look at the work of Mr Pearce and I look at the fact that comments
about Mr Pearce have been glowing relating to the opposition’s term in government and then they
have condemned his work or sought to politicise it as being inadequate when in opposition.
I look to another conversation which occurred in this chamber today when there was a report tabled
into animal activism. I note that when Ms Bath got to her feet she referred to a report as being biased—
that the outcome of the parliamentary inquiry, in the terms that she was discussing it, was in fact biased.
Do you know what that says? That says that when it comes to parliamentary inquiries the opposition
is very happy to talk about them being independent when it wants to initiate an inquiry along the lines
of other inquiries that are similar to promises which it may have taken to the election in 2018—and
bear in mind the opposition did in fact promise to undertake a royal commission into fire services and
fire services reform before it failed to win the 2018 election—and say that to revisit issues through a
further parliamentary inquiry would be a good thing, but when you look at the product of a
parliamentary inquiry as it is undertaken, as it is voted on and as it is published by the Parliament, if it
is a result that the coalition does not like, then all of a sudden that parliamentary process is biased.
Shame on those opposite. Shame on those opposite for in fact being prepared to throw Mr Pearce and
the work of so many experts under a bus and to throw the work of those experts to the wind in favour
of a cheap political sugar hit. Shame on those opposite who had the opportunity to step up and to be
part of a mature conversation about the way in which we reform our systems and our structures, a
conversation being led by Mr Pearce and a conversation which is already part of an inquiry being
undertaken by the inspector-general for emergency management. Shame on those opposite for seeking
to revisit the same substantive issues which were discussed ad infinitum in the last Parliament.
I note that the inquiry into fire season preparedness, of which I was deputy chair and Mr Davis was
chair in the last Parliament, received 86 written submissions. It conducted countless hours of hearings,
further meetings behind the scenes, rural and regional hearings and metropolitan hearings. It had a
term of reference which was broad in its scope and sweep and which in fact led to a predictable set of
outcomes, a set of outcomes which one might look at today and conclude are not going to be very far
at all away from what any coalition members of such a parliamentary inquiry that might take place
pursuant to motion 229 on the notice paper might then readily also conclude. Nobody in this chamber
can profess to be an expert on fire in the same way as inspectors-general for emergency management
or as leaders of our firefighting services. Nobody who is not an expert in this subject matter can leap
over the top and say that they are acting for proper purposes in undertaking an inquiry of this nature
without attracting reasonable scepticism.
This motion comes against the backdrop of a huge level of community fatigue about the politicisation
of our fire services, and in that regard there was another inquiry in the last Parliament, the inquiry into
the Firefighters’ Presumptive Rights Compensation and Fire Services Legislation Amendment
(Reform) Bill 2017. That particular inquiry received nearly 2000 written submissions.
You know what? I was another member of that particular committee that did that inquiry. I read all of
those submissions. Many of those submissions were the same or in similar terms as those which had
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been provided to the bushfire preparedness inquiry conducted in 2017. Further, the inspector-general
for emergency management conducted a review of performance targets for bushfire fuel management
on public land and received 127 written submissions.
This is a process which has been exhaustively debated and discussed, but more importantly it is a
process of discussion and debate that continues, and continues right now at this instant, in the hands
of appropriately skilled and resourced experts. It continues at the hands of an inspector-general who,
as I referred to earlier, was lauded by then emergency services minister Kim Wells as being in an
expert position to be able to assist. When he was appointed, the IGEM’s function enjoyed bipartisan
support for precisely the purpose that is couched in the terms of reference proposed by this motion.
It is uncomfortable for those opposite to admit that the Liberals—they appointed Tony Pearce—are
now having to face the difficulty, the unsettling truth, of turning on him because it is no longer
convenient to them. It is interesting to note that the member for Scoresby had full confidence in the
inspector-general for emergency management to in fact undertake a review of the 2013–14 East
Gippsland fires, so he did that, and nobody, including members of this Parliament who sit on these
opposition benches at this time, had anything other than statements of full confidence in the IGEM’s
capacity to do that work. What we are seeing now is that, predictably, it is an opportunity for those
opposite to revive a debate which is in fact necessarily based in evidence, based in science and based
in the perspectives, the views and the proposals of experts.
New South Wales and South Australia have launched independent inquiries of their own. Interestingly,
though, and perhaps again uncomfortably for those opposite, those inquiries will also be conducted by
experts, not by politicians, because nobody here can bring the level of expertise, of clarity of thought
and of application to the principles of evidence and deductive reasoning in order to come to clear
conclusions like experts. We here are not equipped to come to the conclusions that the IGEM can and
should be able to do by measure of his own experience.
The IGEM itself was set up as an office by a coalition government to review bushfires and other
emergencies. When the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission report recommended that the
state nominate an independent implementation monitor, Mr Neil Comrie, AO, APM, was appointed
to the role of bushfires royal commission implementation monitor. Then in 2012 the former
government released the Victorian emergency management reform white paper. That paper was hailed
by a former coalition Premier, Ted Baillieu, as being a ‘once in a generation opportunity to reform
emergency management in this state’. So either Mr Davis has instructions from the current Leader of
the Opposition that in fact Mr Baillieu got it entirely wrong, that emergency minister Kim Wells, as
he then was, got it entirely wrong and that in fact the outcomes of inquiries as they were undertaken
in the previous Parliament got it entirely wrong or in fact this is being done for purposes other than
reaching conclusions which are well founded, which are in the public interest and which will in fact
deliver on the actions which Victorians require and deserve to provide better response and preparation
for bushfire in this changing environment, in this new normal as we have seen it come to bear over the
current summer season.
We had bipartisan support; we have lost it. We have had inquiries; they have been undertaken and
completed. In fact what we do know is that independent experts have repeatedly recommended a riskbased approach to planned burning. That is an uncomfortable truth for those who sit opposite. It is an
uncomfortable truth for those who sit opposite to contemplate the idea that experts would no doubt
bring their evidence to any further inquiry of this nature and talk about the importance of understanding
a risk-based approach in this new environment and the fact that we need to adapt to the changing
conditions which we are presented with.
As I mentioned today in the condolence motion, we have record dry conditions, record low subsoil
moisture, the lowest on record for the purposes of available water, humidity and resources to prevent
fires from getting out of control. We have a summer season which starts earlier. We have a summer
season which finishes later. We have risk-based approaches to fuel reduction which are necessary to
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plan for but not always able to be delivered, and the reason that they are not able to be delivered is if
it is not safe to burn, then burns cannot take place. This is another uncomfortable truth for those
opposite, that the climate that we are faced with now means that the windows, if they even exist, to
undertake planned burns are smaller than ever before.
We know what happened when the planned burn for Lancefield was undertaken. We know what
happened when it came to pass that angry residents and community members wanted answers. They
deserved answers because adapting to the circumstances and not just the weather but the climate within
which we are attempting to ensure public safety is a key part of responsible government. It is a key
part of an effective emergency services and management framework.
It is fascinating to see the work that has been undertaken since the royal commission was completed
and its report and recommendations were finalised. We look, for example, to evidence given by Justice
Teague on 6 September 2016, when he testified as a witness to the parliamentary inquiry into fire
season preparedness from 2016 to 2017. In response to questions on his views about the move to a
risk-based planned burn target and whether he agreed with the change in approach since the Victorian
Bushfires Royal Commission, he said this—this will not be news to Mr Davis because he was the
chair, and it will not be news to Ms Bath because she was part of this inquiry:
I think that the 5 per cent is artificial and therefore, if you have got a well-tested alternative basis which is on
effectiveness, you will still be able to have a graph like the one that I have referred to that was put in by the
national parks and which shows how if you are doing it on an effectiveness basis, you are almost always likely
to be below the 5 per cent. It is worthwhile keeping that 5 per cent in mind, bearing in mind that we were told
by a couple of people who were on that expert panel it should be 8 per cent. We said, ‘No, we will leave it at
5 per cent’, but it is not a matter, now that I am looking back on it, that I could see that should be treated as
something that is all important. Effectiveness, in my view, would be more important than a 5 per cent figure.

Justice Teague also indicated that a risk-based approach is more important than 5 per cent and that he
would have done it differently if those same facts were available to him then as had been made
available to him by the time he gave that evidence.
So to come back to the opening tenor of my remarks, we sit here today and we listen to someone like
Mr Davis purport to know more than experts who are constantly revising and refining their
understanding of fire and of emergency management, and we sit here and we listen to Mr Davis, with
butter that would not melt in his mouth, talk about how important it is to provide clarity, transparency
and accountability to Victorians in this environment. And yet perversely the outcome of a
parliamentary inquiry in the terms of motion 229 is almost diametrically opposed to achieving those
outcomes. We do not need another Parliament inquiry into fire season preparedness like the one we
had in 2017. We have heard those submissions. The government did not support the notion of the
changes being proposed on a minimum hectare target—not then and not now.
The approach being undertaken through Safer Together is centred around a more effective bushfire
management risk reduction approach using local knowledge and expertise. The Victorian government
accepted a recommendation of the 2015 IGEM review of fuel management performance targets—that
is the one I referred to earlier—and the submissions which were provided to it to adopt a risk reduction
target as the most effective form of performance targets for bushfire management on public land. Safer
Together has underpinned the transition from a hectare target to a risk-based performance target, and
IGEM, that office which was previously supported by the coalition but now apparently no longer,
independently monitors and reports on the transition to a risk-based approach, and we on the
government benches continue to support this approach. It is absolutely crucial as we move into a fire
environment where what occurs on the fireground and in different environments is volatile, is
unpredictable and defies the way in which earlier modelling and expectations of fire pan out.
We are not talking about a stagnant approach to emergency management in a way that harks back to
what some might see as the good old days. The good old days are gone. Record low rainfall, record
volatility in weather conditions, longer summer seasons and record low subsoil moisture means that
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we are faced with an environmental uncertainty that is compounded by a growth in population and
people moving into regional centres and into areas that were previously occupied by grassland only,
areas that are remote and areas that are isolated. We know that we need to evolve. We know that we
need to continue to support firefighting as it evolves, as it is modernised and as it is supported,
including through models like Safer Together.
What we also know and what those opposite should know is that speculation on the best course of
action on the models which will most appropriately tackle the risks to public safety is best left in the
hands of the experts, because for us to come into this place and purport to know more does a disservice
to the many decades of contribution that people like Mr Pearce, like Mr Lapsley, like Mr Teague, like
Mr Warrington and like Mr Crisp know and understand so well.
We have seen throughout this fire season incredible loss, devastating loss. We have also seen the
opportunity to better understand the behaviour of fire. We have seen the importance of correlating the
allocation of resources, of appliances and of people on the ground to areas that need them most. We
have seen containment lines changed and diverted as weather conditions have acted with increasing
unpredictability.
We have seen the need to adapt writ large and stark in our black-and-white landscapes. We know that
more needs to be done. We know that we need to continue to build on the resources that are being
provided to those experts who know what to do and how we should go about doing it. Our job as a
government is to provide those resources and to provide that support and, when necessary, to provide
that reform. This is not easy work and it is not comfortable work, but nor in fact should it be work that
is undermined and white-anted by cheap political stunts. It is going to be very easy for those opposite
to say that this is in fact a cloak-and-dagger exercise to deny an independent line of inquiry into a
subject matter that is highly emotional and difficult for Victorians. I can only guess at the way in which
Twitter will light up in howls of protest and anguish about this particular debate. But the bottom line
in this is that we need to be able to get the views of experts from an evidence-based framework to
make the system better, and in doing so it is appropriate and proper and the right thing to do to make
sure that we can have reference to the things which those experts have told us already—namely, that
a risk-based approach is necessary, is considered and is the right course of action to take in this
environment.
It will be fascinating to see what the coalition has to say in relation to the current Prime Minister’s
approach to a royal commission. It is no doubt a matter of some dismay that a royal commission is
being undertaken federally when in fact this was also a promise made by the coalition in the lead-up
to the 2018 election. It was said by a number of people in the course of campaigns before the last
election that the choice that voters made at the ballot box would be about fire services reform, amongst
other things. We know from the numbers and the way in which government is comprised that it is very
squarely something which Victorians support along the lines of what we have achieved to date. This
is something which is not, as was put by another speaker in the condolence motion today, an attempt
to ram through legislation.
Fire services reform is about understanding that, again, those good old days are gone. Changes to the
way in which we manage fuel loads, the way in which we respond to emergencies, have to evolve in
the same terms. The way in which to do that is not through a series of political contributions that talk
on the one hand about independence and on the other about bias. This is not about the doublespeak of
what politicians might claim to be the truth when in fact the whole world around them might say the
exact opposite. The subject matter that is being contemplated by motion 229 on the notice paper
deserves more respect than that sort of tawdry exercise, that political circus, that Mr Davis might have
this house undertake.
Victorians who are left reeling, who are trying to recover and who are trying to face their trauma
deserve all of our support and deserve better than, again, this cheap attempt to detract from the work
of the independent inspector-general for emergency management. Victorians, in this summer season

COMMITTEES
132

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 5 February 2020

and in future fire seasons, deserve better than yet another inquiry and yet more noise and sound and
fury which signifies nothing. They deserve proper action, respect, support, funding and engagement,
now and for decades to come.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (20:06): I admit defeat. I absolutely, completely and utterly admit
defeat. I will not be able to be as pious as the previous speaker. I will not be able to put my hand on
my heart and quibble and shake with indignation and frustration. I will not be able to do it. But what I
will do is pick up some of the points of the previous speaker, a Labor member for Eastern Victoria,
and just have a discussion with regard to them.
The previous speaker related a discussion that was had in a former hearing at a former inquiry with
Justice Teague. She quoted from that that he was backtracking, we will say, or changing his view in
life from 8 per cent to 5 per cent and then adopting a ‘clearly effective’ stance: ‘We want to make sure
that it is clearly effective. Let us look at changing the Black Saturday 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission recommendations so that it is “clearly effective”’. What we have seen here under five
years of management of the current Labor government is that it is clearly not effective; it is not
working. We have had, on a hectare basis, the largest fire in this state since 1939, and then we were
far fewer in population. We have seen devastation in East Gippsland unprecedented. So when we talk
about effectiveness, it is not being effective at the moment.
I am not going to say, ‘It’s all this fault or all that fault’. It needs to be unpacked and it needs to be
addressed as to what is effective. What we need to see is an analysis of this in a clear and present way.
The previous speaker also spoke about a mature conversation: ‘We need to have a mature
conversation’. I believe that if she took that speech down and stood in Orbost and let that speech go
through, there would be some other mature responses to that. What we want to ensure in this house is
that there is justice for those people who have experienced the darkest days in East Gippsland and
northern Victoria. We want to be able to see that people of all levels, whether they be locals in the
store or very much people with great knowledge and experience in this particular region, can come to
a committee and be recorded by Hansard in written form—their voice on this inquiry, on this fire
regime, on this experience—because clearly the effectiveness that we have been quoted is not
effective.
It reminds me of the situation with the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System. What
the people in my region wanted—what they expected—was that the royal commission would go down
and have a hearing there where they could line up and ask to be recorded by Hansard for posterity so
they could voice their real issues. But what they were served, although the royal commission was
there, was a group discussion where notes were taken about their issues. That was not an acceptable
form. People felt cheated in terms of that, and I have had those people in my office. And these people
will feel cheated—
Ms Shing: On a point of order, Acting President, it strikes me that Ms Bath is in fact reflecting on
a current royal commission which is being undertaken independently of this place and indeed of
government. That commission has yet to conclude its processes and indeed has further hearings
coming up. You might wish to counsel the member in relation to those positions that she has taken on
the record.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Ms Bath to continue and perhaps refrain from
commenting on the current royal commission.
Ms BATH: Thank you, Acting President. What people want is to be able to have the respect of
having their voices heard. We have also heard the member opposite speak about Safer Together and
how it is the new golden bullet for how we secure the safety of property, of life and of the
community—
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Ms Shing: On a point of order, Acting President, I am being verballed now by the member opposite.
I in fact never said that Safer Together was the new golden bullet. I would ask that she rephrase.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): I think I can rule on this one now. I am not going to
make a ruling on every single word a member may or may not have said. So I ask Ms Bath to continue,
but can I ask her to stick to the debate about the resolution and not reflect on what other members have
said, to make life easier. If you could leave that out, it would be great. Thank you.
Ms BATH: Thank you, Acting President. I have spoken with people in my electorate of Eastern
Victoria Region, and they have an alternative slogan for Safer Together; they have a slogan, and it is
called ‘Not safer together’. These are people that have spent a lifetime in the service of protecting
property and people’s lives from fire. Their slogan is ‘Not safer together’. Now, this is an indictment
of what this government is seeking to achieve. So in order for there to be clarity about what is and is
not working in terms of fire protection and mitigation and community protection, there needs to be
some clarity around this. And there is not—at all.
Let me move to the experts. We have also heard stated in this chamber that experts will have their say
at this next inquiry—that at the inspector-general for emergency management’s (IGEM) inquiry there
will be experts—and we lowly MPs will not be able to investigate. What we do know is that there is
a counterargument to a lot of this discussion about fuel loads. What we do know is that there are
experts in the field of fire, and they have a particular view that may not suit the government and they
wish to be heard.
David Packham has a list as long as your arm in terms of quality and science. He says the fuel loads
are elevated to an unorganised and desperate stage. In my office recently he spoke about the fact that
since the 1960s in south-west Western Australia on average WA has burnt 8 per cent of the forest each
year and has lost only two lives; comparatively, Victoria, as we know, has on average had prescribed
burns of only 1.5 per cent of forest each year since back in the 60s, and we have lost 312 lives. Victoria
has been doing burns of less than 2 per cent since the Black Saturday bushfires. In 2015 the current
government changed the 5 per cent prescribed burning target as recommended by the royal
commission to a 70 per cent bushfire risk but has delivered 2 per cent prescribed burning, and in fact
last year in 2019 prescribed burning of only 1.7 per cent eventuated.
In East Gippsland, while there have been prescribed burns, it has been difficult for dedicated fire
managers to actually achieve this. They often pick a date, and they have to have operations approved
by Melbourne management, which is largely the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning. What we see is that best practice prescribed burns will last for around five years, maybe 10,
but if there is a bushfire, the fuel loads will return much sooner and more excessively in terms of seven
years. This is what David Packham has had the conversations around.
The bushfire royal commission came out with three very sincere and forceful recommendations:
recommendation 56 around the targets and recommendations 60 and 61 around roadside reductions
and fuel risk. What we want to see is for those to be examined as to why they have not been
implemented and for them to be clearly talked about in a proper, independent inquiry. What we also
need to have a good discussion around is what will be the fate of our communities when fuel loads
continue to increase and fuel reduction targets are not met.
There are experts in this field who live in Orbost and who want to have a discussion around how fire
moves across the landscape, what could be done better by the departments, how there could be better
back-burning and how these things could be achieved. They need to be recorded and examined, and I
feel that this will not occur under the IGEM investigation.
It is disappointing that the government, rather than being holistic, is choosing to be selective in its
inquiry. It is disappointing that people in East Gippsland want to have their say, they want to be
recorded, and yet they are not going to be given that opportunity. I support this motion.
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Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (20:18): Wow, bipartisanship was left at the door, wasn’t it? The
bipartisanship that was on display earlier today has quickly disappeared. It is breathtaking, I have got
to say, the arrogance of this motion before the house that somehow seven politicians can sit in
judgement again through another inquiry into fire when we have some of the world’s best experts here
in this state, who coordinated a magnificent effort over a prolonged period of time to keep Victorians
and their properties as safe as we possibly could. It is breathtaking that we have a proposition that
somehow people in this chamber would know more than Tony Pearce, would know more than Steve
Warrington and would know more than Andrew Crisp and the myriad of people amongst our first
responders who led the charge headlong into danger themselves to fight these fires and to protect our
community.
But somehow those experts no longer matter. They are a bit irrelevant to it. Why? Because those
opposite sniff some sort of political opportunism. There is something opportunistic available through
misery. There always is, if you want to find it, and they have gone in search of it. Of course, having
been here for a while now, I am not surprised that Mr Davis thinks himself now as the great fire expert
in this state. Because heaven knows he lights this place up every day, doesn’t he? Doesn’t he just
breathe fire into this place every day? There is nothing that he is not an expert in.
Ms Shing: Humility?
Mr GEPP: Well, I am not sure, Ms Shing, that humility is a word that he can spell, much less
understand. I could be wrong, but if he does understand it and he can spell it he certainly does not
display it. What is most breathtaking, I think, about this motion before the house is that the system that
they now criticise, where we have the inspector-general for emergency management, they put in place.
It was their legislation. It was not our legislation. It was their legislation, and because of the seriousness
of the issues following the Black Saturday events in 2009 the then opposition gave bipartisan support
because we do not guess. We do not think we know everything about every circumstance.
I have worked in the emergency management portfolio; I was the senior adviser for emergency
management. I have seen these systems in place, and I have watched in awe as these experts come
together in times of serious situations confronting our community—fire, flood, just to name two—and
you sit in awe and watch these people go to work. As the senior adviser in emergency services you get
to sit at the state emergency control centre and watch as the emergency management commissioner
coordinates the efforts of all of our different first responders and all of the people who provide the
necessary advice to those experts—the Bureau of Meteorology, for example, and people from the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning and other parts of the environment portfolio.
They all come together. Ambulance Victoria, the SES—they are all in the room. They are all the
experts, and what you do not hear is a firefighter question the advice that they are receiving from a
meteorologist. They rely on the experts, and when they have the evidence before them, they then act.
They put their plans into place and they act, and they respond accordingly with all of the information
that they have available.
But it is not politicians and it is not advisers to politicians who then, having listened to that information,
make decisions about operational matters. It is left to the experts, and that is where it properly resides.
It properly resides with the experts.
I am, quite frankly, amazed at the number of speeches that we hear in this place around fire and the
people who profess to be experts. It is extraordinary, and of course it is opportunistic; that is all it is.
Because the reality is they will just parrot whatever the last person said to them. They parrot what the
last person said to them, and they pretend that they somehow know—
Ms Lovell interjected.
Mr GEPP: They somehow pretend that they have this intimate knowledge of how to fight a fire.
Blinky Bill over here is chirping away; she would know. She would know; she got out of Shepparton.
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She got out of Shepparton; I think we all should cheer that. Three cheers for the so-called member for
Shepparton who got out of the place. But they walk in here and they pretend that they have got some
sort of knowledge about these circumstances when in fact all they are being is politically opportune.
That is all that they are doing. They are being mischievous and trying to be opportunistic.
Of course the greatest hypocrisy of all of this is that this is their system. It is their system that has been
put in place. They appointed the inspector-general for emergency management, Tony Pearce, but now
he is no longer fit for office. He is no longer fit for office, but it is okay because last night at a briefing
somewhere Mr Davis sidled up to the IGEM and he said to the IGEM, ‘No, no, no, no, no; I don’t
think you’re able to do it anymore. So that’s okay. So we’ll just undo the legislation that we put in
place ourselves a number of years ago. And why? Because we think that there’s some sort of political
opportunistic proposition available to us’.
Ms Bath carries on about the reasons for fires. We heard the great debate that went on during
December about climate change, and we have seen the outpouring of emotion from Victorians and
from those right throughout this country. People are saying governments need to understand that
humans have contributed to this, that our fire seasons are longer and that our fires are more intense.
We need a response. But interestingly when you boil that down they cannot even get a straight position
themselves.
The bloke that she sits next to in this chamber does not actually acknowledge climate change. If you
want to know why our fires are longer than they have ever been and why they are more intense, just
ask the bloke next to you. So when the conservatives both here and elsewhere in this country can
straighten themselves out and get themselves a position on these things so that they can be properly
debated and considered in this full debate about the terrible fire season that we are enduring here in
this country and that we have had a taste of here in this state—and we have still got many weeks to
go—let us hear from those opposite about where they stand on some of those crucial and important
issues.
Do not come in here and bag people like Mr Pearce, do not come in here and discredit people like
Mr Crisp and do not come in here and discredit people like Mr Warrington. Acknowledge the expertise
that they have; acknowledge the skill that they bring to the table. We have a system in place. It was
your system, and we have confidence in the inspector-general for emergency management that he will
do a full and thorough review about what is going on, as he does after every event. To suggest that
somehow he is no longer independent is quite frankly an affront. The opposition, the Liberal and
National parties in this place, ought to issue a public apology to Mr Pearce immediately, and they
should make the buffoon who led the charge here, whose name is on the notice paper, deliver it. I
reject this motion.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (20:30): I move:
That the consideration of notices of motion, general business, 142 to 232, and orders of the day, general
business, 1 to 26, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Statements on reports, papers and petitions
ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Impact of Animal Rights Activism on Victorian Agriculture
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (20:31): I would like to make some comments this evening on the
Inquiry into the Impact of Animal Rights Activism on Victorian Agriculture. I will first turn to page 25
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of the report, and this section is chapter 2. Chapter 2 looks at the main types of unauthorised animal
rights activist activity on Victorian agriculture. It starts off with some various sections about open
rescue, which I find quite strange words in the first place—open rescue rather than theft and covert
action et cetera. But the thing of interest that I would like to bring to the Parliament’s attention is on
page 25. This is under ‘The Animals Defenders Office recommended’, and the quote is:
… that the Surveillance Devices Act 1999 (Vic) should be amended to include such an [public interest]
exemption. Such an amendment would provide proper protection of both the public’s right to be informed
about the treatment of animals involved in food production, and animals’ interests in not being mistreated.

If we turn the page and go to the recommendation, it is almost a mirror quote of this group’s
recommendation and commentary. This group is an identified legal entity. It studies law in relation to
animals. It studies the betterment of animals et cetera, but it is clearly—by reading more of its
submission—siding with the animal activists, not protection of law-abiding farmers and law-abiding
citizens. Recommendation 1 is:
That in the context of the review of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 the Victorian Government
consider the need to codify public interest exemptions in the Surveillance Devices Act 1999.

This point goes directly to an animal activist-supporting body as opposed to the terms of reference that
were there to investigate trespass laws, to investigate on-farm activism and to investigate the need to
improve and tighten up legislation. The first recommendation of this report says, ‘We suggest that the
Victorian government go in and review the surveillance act and codify it so that public interest can be
an exemption so that if there are people who want to go on farm and plant a surveillance device—
because they have an agenda—if they want to do that, then we can codify in order to provide this
exemption’. So rather than providing strong leadership in the protection of the livestock animal
industry that feeds and clothes Victorians and exports interstate and overseas, the first part of the
majority report goes, ‘Let’s see if we can water down the surveillance act so that we can enable people
to go in and put in devices’. This is just one example of where the Liberals and Nationals—I will speak
for The Nationals—are highly disappointed. This report should have gone to the nub, should have
looked at measures that can strengthen the protection of law-abiding farmers—but no, the first thing
that it has done is gone to say, ‘Let’s see how we can weaken it to enable people with an agenda to go
on farm’.
So we, The Nationals, along with the Liberals, have put out a minority report that strongly opposes
that point. We feel that the Labor government and the Labor members of that committee have failed.
And it is very interesting if you go back and look at how it was voted on in the terms there. You see
time and time again—it was even split—where members of the government voted with the animal
activists, and it is embarrassing that they would do it.
Adjournment
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (20:36): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

MURCHISON NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (20:36): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers, and it concerns the immediate state government intervention to ensure
the future of the Murchison Neighbourhood House. The action that I seek from the minister is a
commitment to provide urgent and immediate funding that will allow the purchase of the Murchison
Neighbourhood House building in order to secure the future of this vital asset and the services it
provides to the Murchison community.
I have previously spoken about the dire financial situation facing Murchison Community Care, which
was placed in liquidation in November last year. Prior to liquidation Murchison Community Care
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operated the DP Jones aged-care facility and also owned the buildings that house the Murchison
Neighbourhood House, the Murchison Medical Clinic, the pharmacy and the men’s shed. On
30 October I asked the minister to provide funding to allow for the purchase of the Murchison
Neighbourhood House building to secure the future of this vital community asset. Unfortunately the
minister has arrogantly disregarded his parliamentary obligations and has refused to answer or even
acknowledge my constituency question, ignoring the genuine concerns of the Murchison community.
I am sad to report that the situation is now urgent, with the liquidators unable to find a buyer for the
aged-care facility and announcing its imminent closure. With the nursing home being Murchison’s
biggest employer, the closure will result in many job losses, and residents fear a rapid decline of this
beautiful little town. The closure also puts at great risk the future of the medical clinic, the pharmacy,
the neighbourhood house and all the services that the community rely on in their lives. The
neighbourhood house is an important community hub that also provides many essential services
locally, including a maternal and child health service, community meals, a hairdresser and an
opportunity shop.
The Andrews Labor government needs to urgently intervene and support the residents of Murchison,
ensuring these vital community services continue long into the future. The action that I seek from the
minister is a commitment to provide urgent and immediate funding that will allow the purchase of the
Murchison Neighbourhood House building in order to secure the future of this vital asset and the
services it provides to the Murchison community.
SANDRINGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitan) (20:39): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Education and Deputy Premier in the other place. The action I am seeking from the minister is an
update on how the Department of Education and Training is responding to the devastating fire at
Sandringham Primary School in my electorate of Southern Metropolitan Region over the weekend.
As many will be aware, in the early hours of Saturday, 1 February, a fire destroyed much of the main
building at Sandringham Primary School. Sandringham Primary has been a pillar of the local
community for over 165 years, making it one of the first schools in Victoria. It took the diligent efforts
of dozens of emergency service people to control the blaze. I would like to acknowledge them and
thank them all for their efforts.
Around 500 students and 40 staff have been directly impacted by the fire, which has rendered many
of the classrooms, the library and other school facilities unusable. There is also a profound sense of
shock, distress, anxiety and mental anguish felt by the community at large, who have been devastated
by this beloved local school being destroyed. However, yesterday classes resumed for the students of
Sandringham Primary, having only missed a single day of school.
I would like to commend the work of the teachers and staff at Sandringham Primary for their efforts
to minimise disruption to the students of Sandringham Primary. I would also like to commend the
generous community spirit of Sandringham East Primary School, which is accommodating prep to
grade 2, and Sandringham Secondary College, which is accommodating grades 3 to 6. I would like to
thank the staff of all three schools and the department of education for their early responses to the
incident, as well as those in the community who have offered support to the school community at this
difficult time. The immediate response to this incident has been exemplary, but we now turn to the
bigger task of making sure the students at Sandringham Primary School will again have full use of the
facilities they deserve.
PRISONER COMPENSATION PAYMENTS
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (20:41): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Corrections. I am pleased to say that, a little bit differently to most other adjournment matters, it is one
through which I predominantly want to praise and pass on my sincere thanks to the minister and the
government. The reason that I would like to do that stems back, in the first instance, to a debate in this
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chamber late last year. It was one held on 14 November, during which time I sought to have
amendments passed to the Justice Legislation Amendment (Serious Offenders and Other Matters)
Bill 2019 and, through it, to a section of the Corrections Act 1986.
As I explained at the time, we in Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party were trying to change Victorian practice
so that victims of crime with a potential claim to financial payouts made to criminals would be
proactively informed by the government about these payouts. Ultimately the amendments did not pass,
albeit that it was a very close vote. Indeed I do not want to make too many wild assumptions about
Mrs McArthur’s views on the subject as she was absent at a funeral at the time of the debate. But if
she had been here it would, I think, have been a very rare instance of a tied 20-all vote.
On that note, I would also like to thank the opposition, all of whose other members voted for the
amendments, as well as Mr Hayes, Mr Barton, Dr Cumming, Mr Bourman, Ms Patten, Mr Limbrick
and Mr Quilty, who were the other crossbench members to join Mr Grimley and me in doing so.
Subsequently I am now very pleased to say that the government has taken on board what I was trying
to do and in effect what we voted for and has agreed to establish a Prisoner Compensation Quarantine
Fund register. Those changes are being rolled out this week. In that context I think the only remaining
action I seek from the minister is confirmation of the website address through which victims and/or
the loved ones of victims can access more information about these new arrangements, including the
forms that they may need to complete for registration.
I will close by saying that I am genuinely grateful to Minister Carroll and to his staff, led in this field
area by Lara Freidin, and all of the relevant people in the department who have been working on this.
It is a very important change, not only for current victims of crime but for future victims as well. I
wholeheartedly thank them all.
WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (20:43): I wish to raise a matter this evening for the attention of
the Premier, and it concerns his comments in the media of recent days where he has said that the issue
of contaminated soil and the dumping of contaminated soil from the West Gate Tunnel Project will
soon be resolved. Now, I cannot tell you, President, of the horror that people in the western suburbs
have felt at the prospect that this toxic soil will be dumped at Ravenhall or indeed will be dumped at
Bulla, as has been previously suggested. It is truly horrendous to think that governments automatically
regard the west of Melbourne as the dumping ground for all manner of unfortunate substances.
Now, we already have the situation where we have a tip that is being expanded by the government,
which will be probably the biggest tip in the Southern Hemisphere. Already the tip that is there now
is creating no end of trouble for local residents. The current tip is most unwanted; the expansion is
definitely unwanted. I know that right through Caroline Springs, Deer Park, right down through to
Werribee there is a huge amount of opposition to the expansion of this tip. The prospect of having
toxic soil dumped at that tip or in the surrounds of that tip has absolutely outraged the local residents,
and I cannot blame them one little bit, because we are not just going to have this soil dumped in our
midst if this plan goes ahead but of course it will be on our roads. We will have dust flying left, right
and centre during the summer months, and it will be something that is just totally unacceptable to my
constituents and, I have to say, totally unacceptable to me as a local member.
Unfortunately at the moment I am the only member in the west who is speaking up about this, but I
call on all the other members of Parliament, whether they be Labor or Independent, to also take a stand
against this toxic soil being dumped in the west. I ask specifically for a guarantee from the Premier
that the west of Melbourne will not be used as a dumping ground for this toxic soil, which is being
dug up from the West Gate Tunnel. A guarantee from the Premier is something that we would expect,
we would hope for and we really want as soon as possible.
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POLICE CONDUCT
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (20:46): My adjournment matter is for the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services. At the 420 rally in April last year, which was a protest against
cannabis prohibition, police appeared to have handcuffed and punched a 15-year-old girl in video
published by the media. I put a question to the police minister back in June last year to ask what
happened. The police minister’s response, two months after I asked it and nearly four months after the
incident, was that Victoria Police expects the highest standards from its officers and also it would not
be appropriate to comment while it was before the courts. Can the minister please provide an update
on what the outcome of this case was and what, if any, changes to policing protocols will be made
when the rally happens again this April?
ROADSIDE LIVESTOCK GRAZING
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (20:47): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Agriculture and concerns the state government’s stubborn refusal to countenance any changes to
regulations on roadside grazing. I have advocated for roadside grazing since arriving in this place. I
did so previously as a councillor in Corangamite shire. It is a commonsense solution, not simply
providing free fodder for livestock but reducing fire risk, increasing driver visibility, tidying up the
roadside and reducing native fauna roadkill. Most importantly, however, it reduces the fuel load on
our roadsides. Now more than ever roads should be a firebreak, not a fire wick. Roadside grazing will
improve the long-term safety of our rural communities.
In the short term too we must act. During the drought earlier this summer I advocated relaxing the
regulations to allow droving. Now farmers not only need fodder; they face contaminated water. Yet
in western Victoria we have abundant roadside vegetation and water. Daniel Meade, mayor of Moyne,
estimates that his shire has $1 million worth of fodder going to waste. We must graze the long
paddock. In normal times the case is inarguable; at this time of crisis it beggars belief that our
government refuses to act.
Today the minister responded to my most recent plea, and you would think it was business as usual.
Yet again in the face of this misery the answer is the same: apply for permits in the normal way. And
yet again I have to say: the system does not work.
Cr Neil Trotter, mayor of Corangamite, recently noted:
Restrictions on the classification of native vegetation and grasses make—

permits—
… a bureaucratic nightmare.

And:
It has become too hard to negotiate council and government regulation …
As a consequence it is safer … to do nothing.

This is senseless. Native vegetation was burnt and grazed for generations before roads existed. Our
Indigenous community have proven that native vegetation benefits from fire and grazing. In any case
is the roadside the best place to protect it? What should be safety zones have become conservation
zones, not just endangering motorists but creating roadkill corridors.
The minister must urgently reassess her priorities. If this fire season and the starving cattle we now see
are not a sufficient wake-up call, what will be? Why should native vegetation take precedence over
human life and livestock? I ask the minister to stand up for farmers and livestock and urgently review
these ridiculous regulations. It is a win-win solution.
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EPILEPSY FOUNDATION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (20:50): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Health, and the action is confirmation of funding for the Epilepsy Foundation. As we approach
International Epilepsy Day on Monday, 10 February, I would really like to acknowledge the great
work undertaken by the Epilepsy Foundation in supporting the 60 000 people living with epilepsy in
Victoria. I would also like to take a moment to acknowledge that, had it not been for the Epilepsy
Foundation, I do not think medicinal cannabis would be where it is in Australia. Their work and their
advocacy in that area have been simply brilliant.
I would also like to acknowledge the Epilepsy Smart Schools program developed by the Epilepsy
Foundation. This is a world’s best practice program that is now being delivered across Australia by
the Epilepsy Foundation’s partner organisations and is a wonderful example of a Victorian
organisation leading the way.
At this stage there is no funding or support agreement in place past the end of this financial year for
the Epilepsy Foundation’s programs. This is a cause, not surprisingly, of great uncertainty to the
community of Victorians living with epilepsy. I urge the minister to confirm that the Victorian
government will continue to provide funding for the Epilepsy Foundation’s programs in the next
financial year.
COURT SERVICES
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (20:52): Tonight I raise a matter for the attention of the
Attorney-General, and the action I seek from the Attorney-General is for her to develop a clear and
transparent plan to address the ever-increasing backlogs in our courts. The Report on Government
Services 2020, which was released recently, shows that there are significant problems with criminal
case finalisations, case loads, backlogs and a blowout in the cost of administering the Victorian
criminal court system.
The performance of Victoria’s court system is in contrast with that of New South Wales, where more
cases are being finalised and there has been a reduction in both case backlogs and the cost of
administering the state’s courts. In Victoria total criminal court case finalisations decreased by 7.6 per
cent in 2018–19 compared to 2017–18, while in contrast in New South Wales there was a 3.2 per cent
increase in finalisations over the same period. In the Victorian Supreme Court there was a 23.7 per
cent increase in the backlog of criminal case appeals in 2018–19 compared to 2017–18, while the
backlog in criminal appeals in the New South Wales Supreme Court decreased by 8.9 per cent.
Similarly with costs, the cost of running Victoria’s courts is increasing while the performance appears
to be going down. The total real recurrent expenditure of all criminal courts in Victoria at
$262.9 million now exceeds that of New South Wales at $262.8 million despite the improved
performance indicators from New South Wales. The cost of running criminal courts increased by
8.7 per cent in Victoria in 2018–19 and in New South Wales decreased by 0.8 per cent during the same
time.
This is not just costs, figures, money and periods of time; this is victims of crime waiting to see justice,
victims of crime wishing to access the truth and to finalise their matters. This is real lives and real
people waiting longer to get justice in Victoria, and it is getting worse. It is time that we put the interests
and rights of victims first and time we made the court system work in the interests of victims of crime.
It is time that the Attorney-General released a clear plan to address these delays, to address why it is
getting slower and harder to reach finalisation of matters in our courts and to release that plan so that
Victorians can have confidence that no longer will justice be delayed, because we all know that justice
delayed is justice denied.
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LATROBE VALLEY BATTERY RECYCLING PLANT
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (20:55): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Planning, the Honourable Richard Wynne, in the other place, and it relates to the proposed
construction and operation of a used lead battery recycling facility at Hazelwood North. The action I
seek from the minister is to instigate the requirement of an environment effects statement, or EES, for
this project. The owner and operator of the proposed facility, Chunxing Corporation Pty Ltd, have
already submitted an application to the Environment Protection Authority Victoria, the EPA, for a
works approval. The application will be considered in accordance with the regular application process
in terms of health, environmental and other factors.
Recently local community members have approached all MPs in the region, I believe, and they have
certainly raised with me in coming to my office some considerable concerns. The key factor here is
the proximity of the proposed facility to Hazelwood North Primary School. It is to be located
approximately 2 kilometres from the school, the Hazelwood North playgroup, residential dwellings
and adjacent industries.
Stakeholders do have the opportunity to submit their feedback in terms of the approval application,
and it is very good that after writing to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change that
date was able to be moved further back, because it was right in the middle of the Christmas holidays
and there were certainly members of the school community, parents et cetera who did not have the
opportunity to submit their comments. It has been revised back to 7 February, which is just about now.
This could still have been longer, and I think the community feels that as well.
The environment effects statement will really identify potential environment effects naturally and the
impacts that are relevant to the community that a works approval will not. Given their concern about
the potential health and environmental impacts, my constituents have stressed the importance of the
project’s full assessment. I do note that recently in New South Wales, in Wagga Wagga, a used leadacid battery recycling facility had to have, through the state government, what was called an
environmental impact statement, which is equivalent to the environment effects statement in Victoria.
It is not unreasonable that an industry as large as this, as confronting as this and as close as this needs
to be investigated in a proper and wholesome way, and therefore I ask the minister to instigate an
environment effects statement.
DUCK HUNTING
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (20:58): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Agriculture, and the action I seek is for her to cancel the 2020 duck shooting season, following the
bushfire crisis and the impact it has had on habitats, biodiversity, wildlife numbers and wildlife carers.
Wildlife lovers are expecting a decision any day now, despite fires still burning wildlife and habitat
across the state. Recently Birdlife Australia released a preliminary bushfire assessment on bird species,
discovering that 19 bird species have had more than half of their habitat significantly impacted by the
recent fires, with 58 others losing over a third. With 2019 figures finding 134 bird species are
nationally threatened, we are likely to see a dramatic rise following the bushfire season. On top of this,
the climate emergency has dried out wet forests, destroying safety zones, meaning birds historically
considered safe are now at risk.
We cannot stop the fires from threatening habitat, but what the Victorian government can control is
additional pressure our society puts on natural systems. This must include an end to the recreational
shooting of species whose safety today we cannot guarantee.
On top of this, we have volunteer wildlife carers working tirelessly around the state to save our native
wildlife. They are overburdened with work in a way that most have not faced before. Their work to
raise and release rescued animals takes many months and years. As these carers and helpers are most
stressed and under pressure, the government entertains calling a season of recreational duck shooting.
What a slap in the face, burdening them with even more work of caring for wounded waterbirds. It is
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also worth noting that Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning officers currently
deployed in fire-affected areas would likely need to be diverted to police the wetlands, further
weakening their ability to care for fire-affected wildlife—an intolerable situation to countenance.
If we want to avoid the risk of losing some species of native waterbirds forever and if we want to stop
the destruction of habitats and depletion of bird numbers, the only humane and responsible decision
now is to cancel the 2020 duck shooting season.
COVID-19
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (21:00): My adjournment matter this evening is to the
Minister for Health. As we have been watching with great interest—and concern, I might add—it is
in relation to the coronavirus that is having a massive impact in not only China but right around the
world. So far in Australia there have been 13 confirmed cases, and here in Victoria we have four.
Hundreds have already been tested for the coronavirus in Victoria, and I am sure that that number will
increase as the days and weeks continue whilst this virus is continuing across the world. Even today
we have seen two Australians testing positive on a cruise ship with 3700 passengers in Japan. So it is
certainly having an impact, as we know.
The federal government is doing what it can, and I note that the state government has also put in
measures via the chief health officer in relation to what we need to be doing to keep Victorians safe
and to promote a very safe community here, as others have stated in the house today. In Australia we
thankfully do have a fantastic health system, healthcare facilities and personnel who can deal with a
range of health issues, including this one, I have no doubt. In saying that, there is some concern, and
we do need to consider this coronavirus.
At last night’s briefing on the coronavirus by the chief health officer, Dr Brett Sutton told the audience
that Victoria had surge capacity and that there would be clinics that would become operational to deal
with it should a large outbreak of the virus in Victoria occur. Unfortunately the briefing was
concluded—to no fault of Dr Sutton’s—before some of the questions from MPs could be asked. When
I approached the chief health officer, Dr Sutton, at the conclusion of the briefing to ask about surge
capacity and what he had said and where the clinics would be operational; he was unable to provide
me answers to those questions. The action I therefore seek is for the minister to provide to the house
an outline of what the surge capacity of health personnel will be, where they will come from and where
the clinics that Dr Sutton referred to would be operating from. I think these are important issues that
need to be clarified, and I would ask the minister to respond as soon as possible.
BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (21:03): My adjournment debate item is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I call on the minister to grant a 12-month amnesty for the
development of firebreaks on private land and to review penalties for all actions which reduce fire risk
on private land. Time and again we have heard stories of private land owners being fined for taking
sensible actions to protect their properties from fire when they do not think the 10/30 and 10/50
exemptions are enough. The best known example is probably Liam Sheahan from Reedy Creek, near
Broadford in my electorate. In 2004 court costs and fines set him back $100 000 for clearing a 100metre firebreak around his property despite having large numbers of trees on the rest of it. Five years
later, when the Black Saturday fires came through, his was the only house in the area to survive. He
never got his $100 000 back, but he was proven right and saved his house.
But there are other and more recent examples. Rob De Geus is a farmer from Genoa, about 10 or
15 kilometres north of Mallacoota in eastern Victoria, who used to work for the Forests Commission
Victoria. He is a keen environmentalist but bought a bulldozer 20 years ago and uses it to put firebreaks
on people’s properties. In 2017 Parks Victoria buzzed his property with a helicopter and threatened
him with fines and six months in jail for hazard reduction burning on his own property. That burn was
the main reason that he and his neighbours’ houses did not burn down in the last month. As we speak,
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his farm has more green trees per acre than the entirety of the nearby national park. Practical and
hands-on people like Rob and Liam are proven right time and time again. Big government passing out
edicts from ivory towers in Melbourne to win city votes did not save Liam’s house or Rob’s
neighbours’, but they did make it harder for both of them to do it.
What should the penalty be for saving your house with a firebreak without permission? What should
the penalty be for reducing the fuel hazard on your property? What should the penalty be for collecting
fallen wood without permission? There should not be any penalty at all. While the disaster of the last
month is fresh in our minds, let us give the Robs and Liams of rural Victoria a chance, just a year, to
get some really practical work done that is going to make people safer without all the city-driven
bureaucracy and potential punishments getting in their way. We are not asking the government to do
this for us on our own land; we just want it to get out of the way and let us do it for ourselves. I call on
the minister to grant a 12-month amnesty for the development of firebreaks on private land and to
review penalties for all actions which reduce fire risk on private land.
RESPONSES
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (21:06): Tonight I have 12 adjournment items: from Ms Lovell to the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers; from Mr Erdogan to the Minister for Education; from Ms Maxwell to
the Minister for Corrections; from Mr Finn to the Premier for some reason, I am not sure why; from
Mr Limbrick to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; from Mrs McArthur to the Minister
for Agriculture; from Ms Patten to the Minister for Health; from Mr O’Donohue to the AttorneyGeneral; from Ms Bath to the Minister for Planning; from Mr Meddick to the Minister for Agriculture;
from Ms Crozier to the Minister for Health; and from Mr Quilty to the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change.
Tonight I have 35 written responses to adjournment debate matters raised by 35 different people,
which I will not read out since it is 9.15.
The PRESIDENT: The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 9.07 pm.
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Written adjournment responses
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 5 February 2020
DROUGHT RELIEF
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (7 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
Apologies for the significant delay in providing this reply. Your question was misplaced within my
department’s system and has only recently been brought to my attention.
As you will be aware, the Premier and I travelled to Gippsland and the Millewa on 2 October 2019 to
announce an additional $31.6 million of additional support to help ease the burden of drought and dry
conditions on our farmers and their communities. This means we have invested over $81 million into drought
support since late 2018.
One of the key areas for this additional support is Central and East Gippsland, in recognition of the ongoing
harsh seasonal conditions they are experiencing. We worked closely with these farming communities, the
East Gippsland and Wellington councils and stakeholders in designing this new package to ensure it is
targeted and makes a real difference on the ground.
Some of the key measure of this additional support are:
•

$15 million for the Farmers’ Drought Fund which is giving eligible farmers access to cash
payments of up to $3,000 through the Country Women’s Association to take the pressure off
everyday expenses, and On-Farm Drought Resilience Grants of up to $5,000 to help future-proof
against drought.

•

$5.24 million for Local Government Service Support Payments and $1.25 million for the
Community Priorities Fund to provide local governments with the flexibility to increase their
support for drought affected farming businesses and communities.

•

$4,625 million to extend the Catchment Management Authority Drought Employment Program
and $150,000 for the Farm Employment Exchange, run by the Victorian Farmers Federation, to
give farmers and their employees access to off-farm employment and training.

There is a range of other support available for Central and East Gippsland farmers, including mental health
support, technical farm management support, and $400,000 for the Gippsland Agricultural Group’s
demonstration farm, which focuses on farming in a changing climate, to build resilience and readiness for the
future.
This support is in addition to the Victorian and Commonwealth Government support available to farm
businesses on an ongoing basis. I encourage farmers to contact Agriculture Victoria, Rural Finance or their
local Rural Financial Counselling Service to find out what is available to them.

HURSTBRIDGE RAIL LINE
In reply to Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (14 August 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for Eastern Metropolitan for his interest in the Andrews Labor Government’s Hurstbridge
Line Upgrade—Stage 2 project.
The 2019/20 budget includes $21.5 million of the total $530 million investment to continue project
development, detailed design and preconstruction activities on the second stage of the Hurstbridge Line
Upgrade.
The planned works include duplicating 4.5 km of track, works at Greensborough and Montmorency stations
and delivering associated infrastructure, to remove operational constraints and improve efficiency.
This will enable more consistent timetabling on the Hurstbridge line and increase the service capability of
both the Hurstbridge and Mernda lines to manage population growth in the Whittlesea corridor.

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

145

As I outlined to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, this was exactly the same approach we took
with the delivery of the Mernda rail project, the extension of the rail line from South Morang to Mernda, an
8-kilometre extension with three new stations. We put the planning money in the 2015 budget, and the
2019/20 budget, budget paper 4, page 162, shows that Mernda is a completed project.
Stage two of the Hurstbridge Line Upgrade will see construction start in 2020 and finish by 2022.

SENTENCING REFORM
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15 August 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
Protecting all Victorian children from harm is paramount—that’s why this Government has taken action to
ensure that we hold perpetrators of sex offences against children to account.
In 2017 we introduced new standard sentencing scheme aimed at increasing sentences for some of the state’s
most serious crimes, including murder, rape and sexual offences involving children.
The standard sentence scheme was introduced after the Court of Appeal found the previous Coalition
government’s flagship baseline sentencing scheme was incurably defective and “incapable of being given
any practical operation.” As a result of this defective law, it dismissed a sentence appeal from the Director of
Public Prosecutions, which had been seeking a longer sentence for a man convicted of protracted sexual abuse
of his daughter.
The replacement standard sentence scheme was recommended by the Sentencing Advisory Council to ensure
sentences for sexual offences, particularly those committed against children, better reflect community
expectations.
A ‘standard sentence’ is a guide-post for the sentencing courts. Courts are required to explain how the sentence
imposed relates to the standard sentence. The scheme also creates a clean slate for current sentencing practices
so that historically low sentencing practices no longer influence the sentencing decision. The standard
sentence scheme applies to relevant offences committed on or after 1 February 2018.
In December 2019, the Court of Appeal confirmed that the scheme has valid application and that the standard
sentence should act as a legislative guidepost to the seriousness of the offence.
In recognition of the seriousness of these crimes, this Government has also made serious child sex offences
‘Category 1’ offences. This means that for offending on or after 20 March 2017, the court must impose a term
of imprisonment for these offences, and cannot impose a community correction order or other non-custodial
sentence. Prior to these changes, community correction orders—which were created by the previous Coalition
government—had been available as sentence options even for serious crimes.
In 2018, we also passed legislation to ensure that those who take advantage of their good reputation to commit
sexual offences against children cannot then rely upon that reputation to argue for leniency in sentencing. This
legislation was introduced in response to a recommendation by the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and applies to current and historical sexual offences committed against
children.
In combination, these reforms are expected to have a significant impact on the sentences imposed on offenders
who commit sexual offences against children. However, the full impact is still to be realised as offences
committed after the commencement date of these reforms start to appear more regularly before the courts.
In short, the government is working hard to ensure perpetrators are held to account and victims are supported
as participants in the court system and in their recovery.

MCAULEY COMMUNITY SERVICES FOR WOMEN
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (27 August 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan for her question.
McAuley Community Services for Women plays a highly valued role in supporting women who are
experiencing homelessness in Melbourne’s west, many of whom have experienced domestic violence as well
as other health and social support needs.
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McAuley receives $3.7 million from the Victorian Government of which $312,000 is for the provision of a
therapeutic four bed Adult Residential Rehabilitation for women with severe mental illness and psychosocial
disability at McAuley House.
Funding committed to all Adult Residential Rehabilitation services forms part of Victoria’s contribution to
the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). The NDIS will provide life-long support for people with
a disability, including those with significant psychosocial disability. As clients join the NDIS, any funding
they receive associated with the Adult Residential Rehabilitation services is moved to the NDIS.
The Department of Health and Human Services staff have been working with McAuley to assist them to
prepare for the NDIS and consider the option of becoming a NDIS funded provider for women who are
homeless and who have a disability. McAuley were awarded a $200,000 NDIS. readiness grant last year that
is assisting McAuley to explore the viability of becoming an NDIS provider and help them adapt their
business model to meet the requirements of the Scheme.
McAuley has met with my office and departmental staff to discuss their future base funding requirements to
ensure they can continue to provide a broad range of services to women experiencing homelessness, many of
whom have experienced family violence and trauma.

MORNINGTON PENINSULA BUS SERVICES
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (10 September 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
The Government recognises the important role that buses play in meeting the travel needs of people living in
Mornington area.
I have spoken to the Member for Nepean about bus services on the peninsula on multiple occasions and will
continue to work with him and the community on this matter.
When reviewing existing bus routes or planning new ones, Department of Transport considers several factors.
These include the likely number of users, suitability of the road network for bus operations, development of
a direct and easily understood network, and connectivity with other public transport services.

METROPOLITAN RAIL TIMETABLE
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10 September 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
Timetable development is undertaken by technical experts who work to ensure the needs of passengers are
met while ensuring the safe and efficient use of available infrastructure, trains, buses and drivers.
Department of Transport experts analyse current network requirements, planned infrastructure investments,
current and projected passenger travel behaviour as well as community feedback received through call
centres, via Ministers and Local Members of Parliament, and our large community consultation program
underway on projects and planning initiatives.
In December, thousands of residents in Melbourne’s west will have access to 10 more services in the peak,
as well as a brand new station at Cobblebank and new bus services into new estates.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION CHILD AND YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (15 October 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
I am informed that:
The Victorian clinical mental health system is being reviewed by the Royal Commission into Victoria’s
Mental Health System. The Royal Commission is engaging widely with Victorian communities and
encouraging people to share their experiences and suggestions.
The Royal Commission’s Interim Report released in November 2019 makes recommendations regarding
some immediate requirements, and the need for additional mental health services. The recommendations
include an additional 135 youth and adult acute mental health beds to help address critical demand pressures,

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

147

proportionally provided to Barwon Health and Melbourne Health, the latter in alliance with Western Health
and Northern Health. In addition, there will be a new assertive outreach and follow-up service for children
and young people who have self-harmed or who are at risk of suicide.
The Royal Commission’s final report due by 31 October 2020 will present a comprehensive set of
recommendations that will lead to a fundamental redesign of Victoria’s mental health system for future
generations. The Royal Commission will continue to involve people living with mental illness, families and
carers in developing and redesigning a future system.
The current clinical mental health system for children and adolescents in the western metropolitan area is
provided through two health services.
The North Western Child and Adolescent Area Mental Health catchment has clinical mental health services
provided by the Royal Children’s Hospital, and covers the local government areas of Hume, Melton,
Wyndham, Hobson’s Bay, Brimbank, Moonee Valley, Moreland, Melbourne and Maribyrnong for
consumers under 18 years old.
The adolescent mental health inpatient unit at the Royal Children’s Hospital also provides inpatient treatment
for consumers referred from the Barwon Health, South West Healthcare and Ballarat Health catchment.
Orygen Youth Health, a clinical mental health service provided by Melbourne Health, provide treatment to
consumers aged 15–25 in the local government areas of Hume, Melton, Wyndham, Hobson’s Bay, Brimbank,
Moonee Valley, Moreland, Melbourne and Maribyrnong.
The Victorian Government has increased clinical treatment for young people across the state, with the
2016-17 budget providing $57.3 million for the expansion of the Families where a Parent has a Mental Illness
program, and a new child clinical specialist initiative for children with behaviour disorders.
There has also been investment to support youth in the western metropolitan area with a new Youth
Prevention and Recovery Care (PARC) service to be developed at Parkville and operated by Melbourne
Health. The PARC and will provide care to young people from the local government areas of Hume, Melton,
Wyndham, Hobson’s Bay, Brimbank, Moonee Valley, Moreland, Melbourne and Maribyrnong. The
$11.9 million 20-bed sub-acute mental health facility will offer short term, flexible and responsive mental
health services consumers aged 16–25 in a home like environment.
Earlier this year the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office undertook an audit of Child and Youth mental health.
The recommendations include establishing and implementing a consistent service response for 0–25 year olds
who have intellectual or developmental disabilities and moderate to severe mental health problems, and
establish a high risk complex needs panel to support children in out of home care. The Victorian Government
has committed to implementing all recommendations.

ELDER ABUSE
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (16 October 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
I thank the honourable member for Western Metropolitan for the invitation to visit to a seniors group in her
electorate. I would be very pleased to join the local member for such an event to explain the government’s
priorities for seniors, including the Respect older people—call it out elder abuse campaign developed by
Respect Victoria, which I was pleased to launch in June this year.

DONCASTER BUSWAY
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (16 October 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank Mr Barton for his question regarding the vital North East Link Project.
North East Link will deliver Melbourne’s first ever dedicated and separated busway for buses along the
Eastern Freeway all the way from Doncaster Park and Ride towards the city. Buses will be able to travel at
up to 100km/h unimpeded by traffic, reducing travel times by up to 30 per cent.
The Doncaster Park and Ride will be upgraded to accommodate more buses and improve pedestrian and
cycling access with no loss of car spaces.
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Our priority is to ensure that the delivery of North East Link, Victoria’s biggest road infrastructure project, is
supported by effective and thorough planning to ensure disruptions are reduced or managed at every step, to
limit impact for road users, the local community, and commuters including train and Park and Ride users.
Builders appointed to develop detailed designs for North East Link will look for further opportunities to refine
and improve designs and work closely with public transport providers to ensure an improved service for
commuters.
Bus services from Doncaster to the City will need to change as a result of the North East Link works associated
with the Doncaster Busway, as well as associated Big Build projects. This will present an opportunity to
review bus patronage growth to improve the whole of journey customer experience through service and
infrastructure improvements.

BODY SAFETY AUSTRALIA
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (17 October 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government takes child safety very seriously. Victorian schools and early childhood
services are required to comply with the Child Safe Standards, which are compulsory minimum standards to
ensure that schools are well prepared to protect children from abuse. The Child Safe Standards are designed
to ensure organisations have effective practices in place to prevent, respond to and report child abuse.
The Department of Education and Training has also developed the PROTECT website, which supports
schools and early childhood services to embed the Victorian Child Safe Standards in their institutions. The
PROTECT website includes detailed guidance on identifying and responding to child sexual abuse in schools
and early childhood services. The Department also provides an interactive training module for school and
early childhood services staff on recognising child abuse and their obligations to report abuse. These resources
are available across Victoria.
Further, all government and Catholic schools teach respectful relationships education through the Victorian
Curriculum to build students’ social and emotional skills including help seeking, resilience and problem
solving. The Department supports schools to deliver this curriculum through the Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials, developed by education experts.
Schools are best placed to choose, in consultation with their community, how they use these and any other
resources. While the Department does not fund Body Safety Australia, individual schools can make choices
locally regarding whether they use Body Safety Australia resources or programs.

COOLSTORE ROAD, CROYDON, LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (30 October 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the member for his question and for his interest in the Andrews Labor Government Level Crossing
Removal Project.
We will remove 75 level crossings by the end of 2025, including eight along the Lilydale and Belgrave lines.
We have already removed 30 of these dangerous and congested level crossings around Melbourne.
Last year, the Victorian Government adopted a framework for prioritising further level crossing removals.
The framework assesses sites on safety, congestion, how level crossings divide communities and restrict
access to local facilities, and the efficiency in removing sites together.
The Coolstore Road level crossing at Croydon has not been prioritised for removal under this framework at
this point. We would love to be able to remove every level crossing around Melbourne, but we are focused
on getting on with those that have been prioritised for removal. You can read more about the prioritisation
framework on the Level Crossing Removal Project website levelcrossings.vic.gov.au.
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THOMPSON ROAD, GEELONG
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (30 October 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Solutions to road safety issues are selected from a suite of options, moderated by factors such as availability
of land, topography, abutting land use, traffic volumes and traffic type. In this instance of Thompson Road,
the Department of Transport (DoT) assessed that a reduction from two lanes to one lane in each direction with
a central median lane provides the greatest crash reduction factor. It achieves this by reducing potential
conflict points to one lane and separates the right-hand turners from the through traffic.
Works on Thompson Road commenced on Monday 4 November 2019 with the road marking and signs now
in place. The initial coat of road marking has been applied with a subsequent second coat to be applied in the
coming weeks. These works were completed at night to minimise the impact to the travelling public.

GLEN EIRA PLANNING SCHEME
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (30 October 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
Glen Eira Planning Scheme Amendment C182 has been submitted to the Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning for approval. The amendment proposes to apply a Heritage Overlay to the former ABC
TV Gordon Street Studios site. The council’s heritage advice found that the site demonstrates heritage
significance and the council therefore sought the application of the Heritage Overlay to the buildings on the
site, with external paint controls and internal alterations controls. The amendment has been through a public
exhibition process and planning panel hearing. The amendment is currently under consideration and a
decision will be made in due course.

SCHOOL MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (31 October 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to supporting every school to be a positive and nurturing
environment for our children to develop confidence, social skills and healthy life habits. Our focus on building
high resilience is equipping students with the skills and strategies they need to tackle current and future
challenges.
We know that mental health is a concern for all Victorians, which is why the Victorian Government has
established the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System to look at all aspects of the system,
including the needs of children and young people. The Premier has committed to implementing all of its
recommendations.
We have already made a significant investment in mental health initiatives in schools. In October 2018, the
Victorian Government committed $51.2 million over four years and $31 million ongoing to support all
government secondary school campuses to directly employ mental health professionals to provide counselling
and early intervention services, as well as coordinating support for students with complex needs and linking
to broader allied community and health services.
This program complements the existing partnership with headspace that includes counselling for secondary
school students, Suicide Risk Continuum Training and SAFEMinds professional learning for primary and
secondary school staff to increase their foundational knowledge of mental health, including anxiety and
depression.
We provide funding to schools for Primary Welfare Officers in approximately 800 government schools. They
work closely with student, parents and school staff to promote a whole school approach to health and
wellbeing within the school community.
The Department of Education and Training (the Department) supports student wellbeing across primary and
secondary education through a range of initiatives including Respectful Relationships, School Wide Positive
Behaviours Supports and Bully Stoppers.
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The Department does not endorse specific not-for-profit programs, as Victorian schools are best placed to
make decisions about the resources and services that meet the needs of their students and school community.
However, educators who choose to incorporate mindfulness into their classroom can access Smiling Mind’s
resources on FUSE—the Department’s online site that provides schools with access the quality education
resources that are aligns the Victorian Curriculum.

PEST ANIMAL CONTROL
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (31 October 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The damage caused by pest animals is often confronting. This damage can significantly affect the wellbeing
of land owners and rural communities, as well as primary production and biodiversity.
Pest animal management is a shared responsibility of both public and private land managers, requiring that
all reasonable steps be taken to prevent the spread of, and as far as possible eradicate, established pest animals.
The most effective way to manage widespread established species is when land owners work together to take
action using all available techniques.
The Victorian Government invests in pest animal management to meet its land manager responsibilities and
to achieve outcomes that are in the public interest. This includes the Department of Land, Water and
Planning’s (DELWP) Good Neighbour program, which works to control invasive species at the interface of
public and private land that are of particular community concern. DELWP also has a Weeds and Pests on
Public Land program which funds landscape-scale pest projects, such as Southern Ark (foxes), Mallee
Bounceback (Rabbits) and the Wild Dog program.
Agriculture Victoria provides farmers with advice on integrated best practice management and the types of
services that are available to farmers to manage established pest animals. Best practice pest animal
management usually involves a focus on reducing pest animal impacts, coordination with other land owners,
and the strategic use of the suite of available approved pest control techniques. Agriculture Victoria also
supports sustained and coordinated community-led action to manage pest animals through compliance
activities.
In circumstances where private land managers identify the use of shooting as appropriate, they may decide to
engage commercial operators or hunters through voluntary programs. There are a number of programs
available that offers farmers this service, of which the Sporting Shooters Association’s Farmer Assist program
is one. The Victorian Government does not promote one program over another.

CROSS-BORDER ISSUES
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (31 October 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
I thank Ms Maxwell for raising her concerns with cross-border regulations. The Andrews Labor Government
understands that many people living near the border work or study in other jurisdictions and inconsistencies
in state to state regulations impact on businesses trying to expand, workers looking for opportunities and
students wishing to undertaken courses they are best suited to.
In order to better understand and resolve challenges of cross-border inconsistencies our Government
established Victoria’s first Cross Border Commissioner. The establishment was a key priority of the Mallee
Regional Partnership, but also significantly impacts border communities right across the state.
Victoria’s Cross Border Commissioner regularly meets with border communities who have raised more than
200 issues that affect our residents and businesses. These issues range from regulatory barriers for students to
access training, businesses hiring accredited staff and people able to access transport networks. Other
opportunities for improved cross-border collaboration include liquor regulation, young driver regulation,
access to BreastScreen services, taxi driver accreditation and trade licensing.
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with Ms Maxwell and Victoria’s Cross Border Commissioner to
discuss the future work program of the Cross Border Commissioner and opportunities for improvements in
how we consider cross-border impacts through our decision-making processes.
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SHEPPARTON SCHOOLS ROAD SAFETY
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (12 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Some of the matters regarding infrastructure at school crossings are the responsibility of the Greater
Shepparton City Council (the council). Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) has met to discuss safety around
school crossings with the council and school representatives from Kialla West, Congupna, Grahamvale and
Tallygaroopna primary schools. RRV is scheduled to meet with Shepparton East Primary School on
4 February 2020, and in the meantime will monitor safety at this location on the Midland Highway.
RRV advises me that the following safety improvement measures have been implemented or are being considered:
Kialla West Primary School
•
The crossing signage has been upgraded with larger signs on both approaches to the crossing, and
additional ‘repeater’ speed signs installed;
•
Linemarking has been refreshed, new poles installed, and minor vegetation removed to make the
signage more visible; and
•
Council has submitted a project under the Federal Blackspot Program 2020-21 for consideration
of a pedestrian underpass at Kialla West Primary School.
Tallygaroopna Primary School
•
Council is reviewing the crossing with scope to improve location of poles, extra linemarking and
signage to be upgraded.
Grahamvale Primary School
•
RRV has implemented a safer speed limit—reduced from 80km/h to 60km/h past the school, with
electronic 40km/h operating through school times.
Congupna Primary School
•
RRV and the council are currently working together to improve the school crossing within the
Congupna township.
RRV and the council will continue to work together with school communities to improve road safety on the
arterial network in Shepparton.

ADAMS CAFE, LAVERTON
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12 November 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the member for his question.
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering the Western Roads Upgrade (WRU)—a $1.8 billion project
that will upgrade eight high priority arterial roads in the west.
Community consultation with stakeholders began in 2017, including the owners of Adam’s Café and many
other small businesses, and has continued right through the construction phase. I am advised that on more
than five occasions, the owners of Adam’s Café were made aware that a roundabout would be required near
the business location to increase safety for the vehicles that use this stretch of road each day.
Major Road Projects Victoria (MRPV) continue to engage with the owners of the cafe to understand and try
to address their concerns relating to access. Following the most recent meetings, the project team made a
significant design adjustment to widen the access from the cafe to the new roundabout to approximately
15 metres. This significant adjustment has been tested to show that a 25m long semi-trailer vehicle, which
has a bigger turning circle than a B-double truck, can access and exit the site.
This design has been shared with the owners of the cafe, including the diagram demonstrating the trucks
entering and leaving the site.
I acknowledge that managing the disruptions associated with major transport infrastructure projects is a
challenge the Shadow Minister will be unfamiliar with, given the Liberal Party failed to deliver any major
transport infrastructure projects during its most recent term in office.
The Andrews Labor Government remains committed to delivering for Melbourne’s west, and keeping drivers
and pedestrians safe.
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NATIONAL REDRESS SCHEME
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12 November 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
The Victorian Government shares Dr Cumming’s concern about timely and effective redress for survivors of
institutional child sexual abuse. Survivors of institutional child abuse have suffered enough. They should be
provided with fast, simple and trauma-informed redress and responsible institutions should be held to account.
The National Redress Scheme is unfortunately failing to meet these fundamental objectives. There are
unacceptable delays and worse still some survivors cannot gain rightful access to redress because the
responsible institution has not joined the Scheme. The latest Commonwealth data shows that of the
4,445 applications on hand nationally, 604 of these (14 per cent) are on hold because the institution has not
joined the Scheme. This is unacceptable.
I have therefore written to Victorian organisations who have been responsible for the care or supervision of
children informing them to join the Scheme immediately. The Victorian Government is also conducting a
review to identify those non-government organisations that have not joined the Scheme but continue to
receive government funding. We are considering every available option to to ensure that organisations join
the Scheme without delay.
State and Commonwealth Redress Ministers also recently released a joint communique encouraging
institutions to join. I will continue to work with my Commonwealth and State colleagues to improve the
Scheme so that it is sensitive and responsive to victims.
The Victorian Government has also recently taken a number of other measures recommended by the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse to protect children, such as introducing
legislation to require religious ministers to report child abuse, including any information disclosed to them in
confession. Other groups such as out-of-home care workers, early childhood workers, school counsellors,
youth justice workers and registered psychologists will also be required to report any child abuse.
The Victorian Government is committed to providing survivors of child sexual abuse with the redress they
deserve. All Australian Governments, including the Victorian Government, have committed to reporting
annually on progress to implement the Royal Commission’s recommendations through to 2022. The
Government’s first annual report for 2018 was released in March 2019. The Government’s annual report for
2019 was released in December 2019 and will be tabled in Parliament in early 2020.

ROXBURGH PARK DRIVE–SOMERTON ROAD, ROXBURGH PARK
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (12 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Melbourne’s northern outer suburbs are some of the fastest growing areas in Australia. This growth is placing
increasing pressure on the road network, with higher traffic volumes leading to increased travel times along
roads like Somerton Road. I acknowledge that this can cause frustration as people travel to and from nearby
destinations.
Several road projects to reduce congestion and improve safety in the northern and north-western suburbs have
been announced. The 2018-19 State Budget included upgrades to Craigieburn Road West, Childs Road,
Epping Road and Sunbury Road.
Extensive planning work already undertaken for the Somerton Road corridor has determined that Somerton
Road will be a six-lane road in the future, and the land needed for this to eventuate has already largely been
reserved. This planning has also made provision for the installation of traffic lights at the intersection of
Somerton Road and Roxburgh Park Drive. The planning work to date also informs the way all the new
intersections, including those being built by developers to access the new subdivisions along the corridor, are
designed and built.
Regarding other roads in the north-west of Melbourne, like Somerton Road, the Department of Transport will
continue to work with planning authorities, including the council, as well as developers, to make changes in
response to growth. Any upgrades identified will be considered in future road programs in a state-wide
context.

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Wednesday, 5 February 2020

Legislative Council

153

MOONEE VALLEY PLANNING
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (12 November 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
I note the concerns of Avondale Heights’ residents about the development of a retirement village and its
potential impact on their properties. I also note the issues raised about Moonee Valley City Council’s approval
of changes to the endorsed plans under secondary consent provisions.
The council’s decision about the planning permit application and subsequent amendments has previously
been reviewed by the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). In making its decision, VCAT
considered the impacts on views of the Maribyrnong River Corridor from nearby properties and other vantage
points, as well as the possible impacts of the development on the amenity of nearby properties. VCAT
determined that the proposed development and subsequent amendments were acceptable.
Since the planning permit was granted, Moonee Valley City Council has approved changes to the endorsed
plans under secondary consent provisions, including an increase in building height.
I am advised that the council has arranged two meetings with residents to discuss their concerns and assist
with reviewing relevant plans. I encourage concerned residents to continue to engage with the council about
this matter.
If any person remains concerned about the secondary consent process and the changes approved by the
council, a course of action open to them is to apply to VCAT for a review of the council’s decisions under the
Planning and Environment Act 1987. Anyone contemplating commencing proceedings in VCAT should
consider seeing independent legal or planning advice.

SHEEP DAIRYING
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (12 November 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government is committed to growing agricultural jobs and achieving a value of $20 billion in
agriculture exports by 2030.
I understand the Surf Coast Shire Council is currently assessing a planning permit application for an intensive
sheep dairy, at a farm located near Inverleigh. I am aware of media reporting about environmental and animal
welfare concerns about this application.
The Victorian Government established a panel of animal industries experts in 2018 to support local
government with the provision of technical advice on livestock planning permit applications. The panel
reviewed the proposed environmental and amenity mitigation measures for the proposed intensive sheep dairy
in Inverleigh to assist the Council with their assessment of this application.
Should this planning application be approved by the Council, I can assure the community there are strict
controls for animal welfare in Victoria. In particular, the Code of Accepted Farming Practice for the Welfare
of Sheep (Revision 2), made under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, sets out additional special
requirements for sheep in intensive systems. The code mandates minimum requirements for drinking
equipment and recommends additional measures including environment and floor space requirements.
I am supportive of emerging agricultural businesses, such as sheep dairying which provide opportunities for
growth and employment in regional communities.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION CYCLING INFRASTRUCTURE
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (13 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Providing people with access to sustainable travel modes, like cycling, is crucial in creating an environment
where people can make choices on the way they travel to and from the places they live, work and play.
The Victorian Government continues to invest in the delivery of cycling infrastructure across Melbourne,
including within the western region. Recent bicycle improvement projects delivered in the western
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metropolitan region include the $6 million cycling path on Dynon Road (completed in November 2019),
which provides a two-way cycling path and footpath between Maribyrnong Street and Kensington Road, as
well as a shared path to Highett Street connecting pedestrians and cyclists to existing shared paths in North
Melbourne.
In July 2018, the $1.1 million shared cycling and walking path along the western side of Vineyard Road and the
Calder Freeway overpass was completed, providing a high-quality connection between Diggers Rest and Sunbury.
In addition to these state-funded bicycle projects, funding has been allocated to develop a separated cycling
path along the Calder Freeway to connect the Organ Pipes National Park with an existing bicycle facility that
runs along Kings Road in Taylors Lakes.
To support the growing number of cyclists and to improve the existing cycling network within and around
the greater metropolitan area, planning work continues at both at state and local government levels to address
gaps in the existing cycling network on both local and state roads. This work will help prioritise future
investment in cycling improvement projects.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION REVIEW
In reply to Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (13 November 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
The Andrews Labor Government is reviewing the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) and
Vocational Education and Training in Victorian schools, to ensure all students can choose a path through
senior secondary school that offers a high-quality qualification which provides the technical and practical
skills that our economy needs.
VCAL is a “hands-on” option for students in Years 11 and 12 and experience as well as literacy and numeracy
skills.
As you’ve noted Ms Stitt, VCAL is undertaken by thousands of students each year and offers a pathway to
apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and employment.
The quality of our vocational offerings is of particular importance in Melbourne’s western suburbs where a
higher proportion of schools offer VCAL than the state average. In the Western and North Western Melbourne
area alone approximately 4,000 students were enrolled in the VCAL in 2018.
The review will make recommendations to reform VCAL to better support all students’ success in further
education, training or employment once they have finished school.
The review will ensure students in your area and across Victoria will have access to high-quality vocational
offerings that will equip them well for their future jobs and lives.

MENTONE AND CHELTENHAM LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13 November 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
It is acknowledged that the member for Southern Metropolitan is a staunch defender of the previous Liberal
Government’s decision to not remove a single level crossing on the Frankston line. It is also acknowledged
that he as the Shadow Public Transport Minister in the lead up to the election last year where the Liberal
Opposition committed in their costings to delay the removal of the three level crossings at Mentone and
Cheltenham until after 2023.
The Andrews Labor Government has taken an alternative approach and is removing 18 level crossings along
the Frankston line with work to remove the three at Mentone and Cheltenham currently underway.
The claim from the Member for Southern Metropolitan that moving the Mentone train station will disintegrate
the town of Mentone needs to be considered alongside the fact that the station is moving only approximately
150 metres. This claim also needs to be also considered alongside his previous allegations that the removal of
level crossings in places such as Carnegie, Murrumbeena, Hughesdale, Clayton, Noble Park, Frankston,
Seaford, Essendon and Rosanna would negatively impact those communities.
Despite these claims, there has been overwhelmingly positive feedback from the community on all the
benefits of these level crossing removals.
The public consultation and community engagement undertaken by the Level Crossing Removal Project
(LXRP) has been amongst the most extensive ever undertaken by a Government agency in Victoria and the
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feedback from communities continues to be taken into account in the design of all level crossings, including
those at Mentone and Cheltenham.
The LXRP has been tasked by the Government to deliver the election commitment to remove 75 dangerous
and congested level crossings and have successfully removed 30 ahead of schedule.
While it is accepted that the Member for Southern Metropolitan does not support the removal of level
crossings, his continued attacks on public servants and private sector partners for delivering on what
Victorians voted for does him no credit.

CENTRAL PIER, DOCKLANDS
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (13 November 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
The Victorian Government and Development Victoria will always put the safety of visitors and workers at
Docklands first.
Development Victoria is the responsible Agency and is also the landlord to the head tenant of the businesses
located on Central Pier, Docklands.
Development Victoria had no option other than to close the pier for safety reasons after receiving expert
engineering advice that the pier posed a potential safety risk.
Central Pier is more than 100 years old, and its maintenance is a priority for Development Victoria. Development
Victoria have invested over $5 million is rectification works at the Pier in the last two years alone.
The pier is currently closed until January 2020, following advice from specialist engineers that it will take
approximately 15 weeks to fully assess the condition of the pier.
This work includes a detailed assessment of the piles supporting the pier by divers, inspection of the deck and
localised repairs to understand the full extent of the damage to the pier.
A decision about the future of Central Pier will only be made once the detailed assessment has been provided
by the dive team and specialist engineers.
The ongoing safety of people working on and using the pier will be paramount in any decisions made about
its future.
Development Victoria is in ongoing discussions with the head tenant, so that they can keep businesses and
workers informed on relevant matters.
Development Victoria has arranged safe access for the businesses on the pier in the meantime so that items
could be removed to facilitate continued operations by those businesses elsewhere.

BARWON HEALTH
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13 November 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Hon Member is wrong in her assertions. Barwon Health and related services have received record support
under the Andrews Labor Government.
We’re investing in a range of evidence-based services to reduce the harm associated with alcohol and other
drug use (AOD), totalling $273.1 million in 2019-20 alone. This represents an increase in investment of 65 per
cent through the last five State Budgets.
There has been no reduction in AOD funding to Barwon Health, in fact funding has increased from
$2,713,801 in 2018-19 to $2,812,010 in 2019-20.
This includes funding of $127,500 for proactive overdose response and further funding associated with the
Ice Action Plan and Naloxone Subsidy Initiative.
Barwon Health has been advised of their funding and overall increase in 2019-20.
Further Victoria Police state wide and Barwon Health have received record investment to build safer
community outcomes—with the full backing of the Andrews Labor Government.
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GRAMPIANS ROCK CLIMBING
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (13 November 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Rock climbing in the Grampians National Park is a significant recreational and sporting pursuit for many
people and provides physical, social and economic benefits for our communities. In recent years, rock
climbing in the park has increased, creating risk to irreplaceable environmental and cultural values. Parks
Victoria is committed to protecting and managing this land in partnership with Traditional Owners,
government and the broader community, including rock climbers.
To ensure the protection of these values, Parks Victoria is enforcing restrictions on activities such as rock
climbing in designated Special Protection Areas (SPAs). However, more than 60 per cent of the park is not
covered by SPAs and remains available for rock climbing. This includes many sites already popular with the
climbing community, which the public can access without restriction.
Additionally, existing Licensed Tour Operators, including Ms Dunn’s Grampians Mountain Adventure
Company, have an exemption which allows them to continue offering rock climbing and abseiling in
Summerday Valley in the Grampians National Park, until 31 March 2020. There was never a ban on any
individual Licensed Tour Operator operating tours, including Ms Dunn.
One condition of the Licensed Tour Operators’ permit for access to Summerday Valley is a requirement to
complete a cultural induction on-site, conducted by Traditional Owners. These inductions have been
confirmed for 25 and 29 November 2019.
Traditional Owners recently raised concerns with Parks Victoria about disrespectful comments made towards
them by some members of the rock climbing community on social media, including Ms Dunn, who has since
publicly apologised. The Traditional Owners have accepted her apology.
Parks Victoria has also established an independently-chaired rock climbing roundtable to promote and
strengthen the relationship between the Victorian rock climbing community and Parks Victoria, and to share
information and progress access discussions. Roundtables were held on 20 August 2019 and 8 October 2019,
with a third scheduled for 3 December 2019.

PLENTY ROAD, BUNDOORA
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Plenty Road is an important multi-modal transport corridor, linking people in Melbourne’s growing northern
suburbs to key precincts, including the Latrobe medical and education precinct in Bundoora, and linking
people to other key transport corridors such as the M80 Ring Road.
In recognition of its importance, the State Government continues to invest in improving this corridor. The
Plenty Road Upgrade—Stage 1 widening works between McKimmies Road and Bush Boulevard was
completed in the middle of this year, and the next stage of widening works to Bridge Inn Road is already
underway and is expected to be completed in mid-2021.
Building capacity is important in some sections, in others, managing the competing demands as people move
along and across roads like Plenty Road using the existing road space is the priority. Through the operation
of traffic lights, the Department of Transport (DoT) designs the traffic light sequence to balance the needs of
all road users, and this operation can change at different times of the day. For example, during morning and
evening peak periods, more ‘green’ time is given to people moving along Plenty Road as significantly more
people travel along it during these times compared to other intersecting roads.
DoT periodically reviews the operation of traffic lights across Melbourne’s road network. Such reviews have
included Plenty Road, which resulted in several changes over recent years to the operation of some traffic
lights. Allocating additional ‘green’ time to people moving along Plenty Road (beyond current arrangements)
will create more delays for people needing to cross Plenty Road to access different places including schools
and businesses.
DoT will continue to monitor the network to determine opportunities to make changes to improve safety,
reliability and efficiency.
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WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
In Victoria, 51 councils provide their households with a garden organics collection or a combined food and
garden organics collection and the number of councils providing this service is growing.
The Victorian Government supports and encourages councils to offer a combined food and garden organic
waste collection service to their communities. The government is also investing in the infrastructure needed
to ensure food and garden waste can be safely processed into valuable products, including through the
$26 million Resource Recovery Infrastructure Fund.
This forms part of the government’s record investment of more than $700 million from the Sustainability
Fund over the past five budgets. The Victorian Government is building a strong policy and legislative
foundation for new initiatives, supported through record funding of more than $135 million over the last five
years in the waste and resource recovery sector.
In May 2019, the Premier and I announced a review of the kerbside collection system as part of the Circular
Economy policy and I look forward to providing further detail on how food and garden waste will be
addressed through that policy.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION SOCIAL HOUSING
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14 November 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
Thank you for raising the matter relating to the increasing need for social housing in Northern Victoria. The
Government is committed to providing vulnerable members of the community with safe and secure housing
there and in all other areas of the State.
As part of this commitment, additional public housing will be provided in the State’s north, through the
Building New Homes to fight Homelessness project (which delivers 1,000 new public housing homes across
the State) and through the Director of Housing’s annual approach to improving the housing portfolio.
To guide further regional public housing growth and estate improvement, the Director of Housing is currently
preparing master plans for public housing redevelopment with local communities in Bendigo, Ballarat and
Benalla.
Over the next three years, community social housing providers will receive over $21 million from the
Government to increase their housing stock by approximately 135 dwellings in the State’s north. In this
region, approximately 850 public housing properties will also be upgraded and improved over this time.
The Government is responding in other ways to alleviate the pressures some Victorians are facing in finding
affordable rental housing in regional areas, including through the introduction of innovative programs like the
Private Rental Assistance Program. This program is designed to assist households in rental stress to maintain
their tenancy and prevent experiences of homelessness. Earlier this year I announced an expansion of this
program, allowing it to fund more support workers and housing brokers, to help people into the private rental
market and sustain their tenancy.

COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY TARNEIT STATION
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The Victorian Government greatly values the work of CFA volunteers, and recognises the personal cost to
volunteers in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of the community.
The Tarneit Fire Station became operational on 12 November 2019. The $5.4 million fire station has four
engine bays and modern facilities for up to six career firefighters per shift to protect life and property in the
community around the clock. The brigade’s area covers the Truganina, Tarneit and Hoppers crossing areas.
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The delay in commissioning the new Tarneit Fire Station has primarily been due to major road upgrades
including the road in front of the fire station. VicRoads and the CFA have reached agreement on workarounds
including the installation of traffic signals to ensure response times are not compromised.

SUNBURY TRAIN STATION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan for raising the matter of automated parking systems in the
context of commuter car parking.
The Government recognises that adequate car parking plays an important role in providing commuters access
to stations to use the rail network. There is high demand for car parking at stations across the network, which
is why we are committed to delivering 11,000 new and upgraded commuter car parking spaces at stations
across Victoria, including new spaces at Sunbury station.
The Department of Transport is supportive of innovations and technologies that can improve user experience
and the efficiency of our transport network and I am advised that the Department has been approached by
several companies that provide automated parking systems. The Department is investigating the feasibility of
these systems for potential use in commuter car parks. Important considerations include, but are not limited
to, planning approvals, urban design and amenity, user safety and the associated ongoing operational costs.
It is important to note that such systems are typically deployed in environments where users are charged a fee
for parking their vehicles. There are no plans to introduce paid parking at train stations. Currently, automatic
multi-level car parking facilities are not considered the most cost-effective solution for commuter parking at
train stations due to whole of life cycle costs, with maintenance a significant factor to be considered.

DANGEROUS GOODS AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
I would like to thank Member for the Western Metropolitan Region for her adjournment matter. The
mishandling of dangerous goods is a significant public health risk and those who do so are breaking the law.
Those who manufacture, store, transport, transfer, sell or use dangerous goods have a duty to keep their
workers, the community and the environment safe.
All Victorians have a role to play in keeping the community safe from the mishandling of dangerous goods.
I am pleased to inform the Member that WorkSafe’s dangerous goods awareness campaign encourages the
local community and workers in high risk areas to report anything which is a cause of concern. The campaign
has included a range of targeted communications to transport drivers encouraging them to report unsafe
practices. Additionally, more than 25,000 workplaces, including many in the Western Metropolitan Region,
associated with the storage of dangerous goods have been targeted to ensure they fully understand their
obligations under the Dangerous Goods Act 1985 and the tougher penalties now in place.
The awareness campaign has run in the west’s community newspapers, such as the Maribyrnong and Hobsons
Bay Star Weekly, at bus stops, online and on social media, and has been broadcast on radio in 10 different
languages. This is helping to raise awareness among the high number of migrant workers employed in the
storage and handling of dangerous goods in the west, and across Victoria. As the Member notes, if something
doesn’t look, sound or smell right where they live or work, report it to WorkSafe immediately.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
I note the concerns of Ms Patten in relation to the potential impacts of the Level Crossing Removal Project
on heritage buildings and trees in the Coburg area.
The Bell-Moreland Level Crossing Removal Project includes proposed works within the Upfield Railway
Line corridor, which is partially included in the Victorian Heritage Register and affected by heritage overlays
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under the Moreland Planning Scheme. Works are also proposed in Gandolfo Gardens within the Upfield
Railway Line corridor which is affected by heritage overlays.
On 27 October 2019 I approved Amendment C178more to the Moreland Planning Scheme which facilitates
the project by allowing the use and development of land in accordance with the specific control in the Bell
and Moreland Level Crossing Removal Project Incorporated Document, October 2019.
The incorporated document requires that a report be prepared to my satisfaction that addresses the impact of
development on the heritage significance of the following local heritage places: the Tinning Street railway
gates; rail sidings on Colebrook Street; the Munro Street signal box; trees affected by Heritage Overlay
(HO115)—Moreland Station Precinct; the Coburg substation, Munro Street; and roads within a Heritage
Overlay where roadworks would change the appearance of the place.
On 20 November 2019 I determined to amend the State heritage registration for the Upfield Railway Line.
The amendment affirms the State significance of the place is associated with the nineteenth century
development of the line. This is consistent with the recommendations of Heritage Victoria and the Heritage
Council of Victoria, who undertook independent assessments of the line against State heritage criteria.
The amended heritage place comprises station buildings and land at Jewell, Brunswick, Moreland and Coburg
Stations, and individual gatekeepers’ cabins, signal boxes, gates and signals located between Park Street,
Brunswick and Bell Street, Coburg. The amendment does not include the twentieth century features, or places
unrelated to the Upfield Railway Line such as the Gandolfo Gardens.
Heritage approvals under the Heritage Act 2017 will be required for any proposed works that will impact on
the cultural heritage significance of places included on the Victorian Heritage Register on the Upfield Railway
Line.
I will carefully assess documents submitted for my approval in accordance with the requirements of the
Moreland Planning Scheme.

VICTORIA POLICE PROCEDURES
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (14 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The use of Passive Alert Detection (PAD) Dogs by Victoria Police, particularly at music festivals, is a key
component of Victoria Police’s operational response to the supply of illicit drugs. PAD Dogs are trained to
screen the environment to detect a range of illicit drugs. Where a PAD Dog detects the presence of an illicit
drug, it is trained to sit passively near the source to alert its handler to the detection.
If a PAD Dog indicates that a patron may be in possession of an illicit drug, a Victoria Police member can,
under Section 82 of the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981, search a person in a public place
without a warrant. Victoria Police will conduct a pat-down search as opposed to a strip search.
.
Strip searches are only conducted where it appears that the person in possession of a traffickable quantity of
illicit drugs and police consider that a more thorough search is necessary. Strip searches are very uncommon
at music festivals in Victoria.
For example, at the 2019 Rainbow Serpent Festival, no strip searches were conducted on site, with one patron
taken to a local police station to allow for a strip search to be conducted in private, out of the view of other
patrons at the festival. No strip searches were conducted in relation to patrons at the Listen Out Festival in
2019.

FEDERAL ATTORNEY-GENERAL
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14 November 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
The Council of Attorneys-General (CAG) meeting would not be the appropriate forum at which to raise such
a concern. The member may be better suited to raising the issue directly with the Commonwealth AttorneyGeneral, as it does not fall within the responsibilities or accountabilities of my office.
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UPFIELD RAIL LINE DUPLICATION
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (26 November 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for Northern Metropolitan for his continued interest in the Andrews Labor Government’s
transport infrastructure agenda across Melbourne’s North.
The Andrews Labor Government is getting on with delivering all our election commitments, projects worth
in excess of $70 billion dollars—projects that will increase capacity, reduce congestion and benefit people in
every corner of Melbourne and throughout regional Victoria.
On the Upfield line, we already have removed the dangerous and congested Camp Road, Campbellfield level
crossing and a $542.4 million contract awarded last month to remove four level remove an additional four
Upfield line level crossings at Bell, Munro, and Reynard Streets in Coburg and Moreland Road, Brunswick
and build two new stations.
Planning work is currently underway looking at additional future track, signalling and other infrastructure
upgrades for the Upfield line.
The Metro Tunnel will enable a more than 70 per cent passenger increase on the Upfield line in the peak and
pave the way for the future duplication of the line.
I note the Liberal Party’s commitment to bringing forward the duplication of the Upfield Line and encourage
you to explain to the community how you intend to pay for this commitment and when it will be delivered.

CHILD PROTECTION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (26 November 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
I thank the Member for her question and note her longstanding interest in early intervention and prevention
to improve outcomes for those who are more vulnerable in our community.
Any child’s death is tragic and every death by suicide is one too many. The impacts of suicide affect many
people including the child’s family, friends and community.
I regard the safety and wellbeing of our children and young people in care as our highest priority. I appreciate
the Commission’s work in capturing and conveying the experiences of children in care through the Young
People’s Lost, not forgotten inquiry report.
I have written to the Commissioner for Children and Young People and on behalf of the Victorian
Government accepted in full, or in principle, all 17 recommendations.
The Victorian Government is committed to the transformation of the child and family system through the
Roadmap for Reform which refocusses the service system onto earlier intervention and prevention, and more
holistic, connected support.
Over the last 5 budgets the Andrews Labor Government has invested an addition $2.5 billion in child
protection services. The most recent budget for the 2019-20 invested a total of $1.5 billion in child protection
services, a 6.7 per cent annual increase.
In 2019-20 $260.2 was invested in child protection services, programs and agencies to protect and promote
the wellbeing of vulnerable children and their families. This investment includes $36.6 million to progress
the Governments reform agenda, focusing on early intervention and diversion.

COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY VOLUNTEERS
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (26 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The safety of Victoria’s volunteer firefighters is of the utmost importance to the Victorian Government. Our
volunteer firefighters face significant risks in the course of performing firefighting and other emergency
response activities. It is imperative that they receive appropriate training and support to enable them to
perform this vital work in a manner which is as safe as possible. For this reason, the Country Fire Authority
(CFA) requires that volunteer firefighters who are operational complete minimum safety training. This
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includes Wildfire firefighter (Minimum Skills); the Entrapment drill; and Hazardous Tree Awareness
training.
As part of the 2019-20 Seasonal Focus, the Chief Officer of the CFA has directed that before any firefighter
responds to a fire, they are required to have completed these training requirements. CFA Districts have been
instructed to allocate time and resources to support Brigades and Groups as a priority to undertake this
training.

LAND TAX RELIEF
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (26 November 2019)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations):
Thank you for raising this Adjournment Matter.
In order to investigate this matter further, I encourage your electorate office to provide details of Ms Hiew’s
circumstances to my office. This will enable the State Revenue Office to make a judgement on the merits of
providing hardship relief, consistent with how other cases are treated.

EMBEDDED YOUTH OUTREACH PROJECT
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (26 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The $1.7 million Embedded Youth Outreach Program (EYOP) pilot is part of the Community Safety
Statement 2018-19. Ten youth workers from the Youth Support and Advocacy Service (YSAS) pair with
police officers every night in the Wyndham, Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong, Greater Dandenong, Casey and
Cardinia areas, to prevent at-risk young people from offending or reoffending.
Swinburne University is currently conducting an evaluation of the pilot and preliminary outcomes have not
yet been evaluated. These findings are important in ensuring the program is being used to its full potential and
reaching all youth in need of support.
The Victorian Government has also provided funding for an additional two Youth Specialist Officers (YSOs)
to expand on the 42 YSOs funded under the 2017 Community Safety Statement. YSOs work with serious
recidivist youth offenders, aged between 10 and 20-years-old, who are involved in serious crimes and network
offending including evading police, assaults, aggravated burglaries, carjackings and anti-social behaviour.
A further $28.8 million has also been committed under the 2019-20 Victorian Budget to assist youth at-risk
and prevent reoffending. Work is also underway to develop a Youth Justice Strategy, alongside the Aboriginal
Youth Justice Strategy and stand-alone Youth Justice Act, to support a contemporary, effective youth justice
system that identifies risk early, reduces reoffending, ensures community safety and promotes rehabilitation
of young people.
The latest crime statistics show that the alleged youth offender incident count has continued to decrease with
the number of alleged youth offender incidents decreasing by 0.6 per cent for the previous reporting period.
These are promising results and reflect the ongoing commitment from government to support programs that
prioritise early intervention and rehabilitation of at-risk youth.

FINES VICTORIA
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (26 November 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
The Independent Advisory Board for Fines Reform is a panel of esteemed experts appointed to provide the
Government with independent advice on Victoria’s fines system. It is chaired by Mr Ken Lay AO APM. The
Independent Advisory Board will produce a report on Victoria’s fines system for consideration by the
Government that will evaluate and recommend further opportunities to deliver on the intents of the Fines
Reform legislation.
Mr Lay was appointed as Chair of this Independent Advisory Board as he is an eminent Victorian with a
distinguished public service career who brings a wealth of experience to this role. He has previously chaired
the Council of Australian Governments Advisory Panel on Reducing Violence Against Women and their
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Children and the Prime Minister’s National Ice Taskforce. Mr Lay is currently Chair of Ambulance Victoria,
sits on the Board of Directors of Forensicare and is Victoria’s Lieutenant-Governor.
Mr Lay has no vice-regal duties or powers unless he has assumed the responsibilities of the Governor under
one of the circumstances described in section 6B or 6C of the Constitution Act 1975 (Vic). In the event that
Mr Lay is required to assume vice-regal responsibilities, the specific powers he would be required to exercise
(such as chairing Executive Council and giving Royal Assent to Bills) would not create a conflict of interest
with his role as Chair.
Mr Lay is not acting for or on behalf of the executive government in his role as Chair, and there is no conflict
of interest with his vice-regal position in him doing so.
The people of Victoria are privileged to benefit from his extensive experience and expertise, and the
Government looks forward to receiving the report from the Independent Advisory Board in 2020.

ONSHORE CONVENTIONAL GAS
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (26 November 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The government’s immediate priority is to support the Lead Scientist in her analysis of the risks, benefits and
impacts of onshore conventional gas in Victoria. This will help inform the government’s decision on the
moratorium. We continue to support further commercial exploration and production of offshore gas and
underground gas storage.
The best and most immediate way to increase domestic supply and reduce price is for the Commonwealth
Government to place a cap on exports.
The legislated ban on fracking will be enshrined in Victoria’s constitution during this term of government.
This will provide an even higher degree of protection for our land and water resources that are relied upon by
our critical agricultural sector.
A decision on the moratorium will be made ahead of the current ban sunsetting on 30 June 2020.

710 JOHN FIELD DRIVE, NEWBOROUGH
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (26 November 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
The Newborough site is owned by Wodonga TAFE, and was acquired by the TAFE through its merger with
Driver Education Centre of Australia (DECA) in December 2016.
Wodonga TAFE has made the decision to sell its Newborough site, and has complied with the requirements
of the Victorian Government Landholding Policy and Guidelines, including:
•

determining that the site is not central to its core business and therefore is not required for current or
future service delivery outcomes; and

•

listing the site on the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) First Right of Refusal (FROR) register
and completing the FROR process.

I understand that, through the FROR process run from December 2018 to February 2019, no interest was
registered in purchasing the Site by Latrobe City Council or any other Victorian Government agency.
Relevant parties are welcome to discuss proposals with Victorian Government Departments, including the
Department of Education and Training, regarding surplus land that is of interest.
The Andrews Labor Government considers the wellbeing of veterans to be a top priority, which is why the
2019-20 State Budget allocated $7.8 million to ensure that Victorian veterans have access to alternate career
paths and expanded health and wellbeing services. In addition, $1 million has been allocated to the Vietnam
Veterans Association of Australia and $1.5 million has been provided to expand trauma facilities at the
Centenary of Anzac Centre. These investments signify our strong commitment to the health and wellbeing of
each and every veteran across the state.
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SHEPPARTON MOTHER AND BABY HEALTH SERVICES
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (27 November 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Andrews Labor Government understands that early intervention and support are critical for parents at
risk of perinatal depression. Women who have experienced family violence, trauma or loss are particularly
vulnerable to experiencing mental health issues in the perinatal period.
We know that early identification and intervention are crucial to preventing and treating perinatal depression
and other mental health issues experienced by new parents.
That is why the Commonwealth Government’s decision to end their funding of the National Perinatal
Depression Initiative (NPDI) was so devastating, particularly for regional communities. NPDI enabled the
provision of:
•

Routine and universal screening for depression for women during the perinatal period;

•

Follow-up treatment, support and care for women who are at risk of or experiencing perinatal
depression, including psychological treatment, counselling services, acute inpatient care and
community-based care and support, and

•

Training and development for health professionals to help them screen expectant and new mothers,
make appropriate referrals and provide treatment, care and support.

The Victorian Parliamentary Inquiry into Perinatal Services heard submissions from across regional Victoria,
including from health services and individuals, who noted the importance of this program and the Perinatal
Emotional Health Program (PEHP) funded by the Victorian Government, which supports new and expecting
parents to access specialist clinical mental health services.
One of the recommendations out of that Inquiry was that the Victorian Government continue and expand the
PEHP and that’s exactly what we have done. We are making up for the Commonwealth’s withdrawal of
funding and providing ongoing certainty to Goulburn Valley Health and other regional health services so that
they can continue to develop and provide best practice mental health support to new parents.
In addition to providing recurrent funding for programs like PEHP, the Andrews Labor Government has
funded two existing Parent and Infant Units in regional Victoria to expand their operations from five days a
week to seven days a week. This will enable more families to get the assistance they need, when they need it.
The Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System has been tasked with providing a
comprehensive set of recommendations on how to best support Victorians with mental illness. Half of the
Royal Commission community consultations were held in rural and regional areas including Seymour and
Shepparton.
The Royal Commission delivered an interim report on 28 November 2019, which detailed major issues
identified during the inquiry. The interim report made nine recommendations for immediate action by the
Victorian Government to improve Victoria’s mental health system. Some recommendations are responses to
immediate problems, while others focus on establishing a foundation to support the implementation of
reforms and future investment in Victoria’s mental health system.
The final report of the Royal Commission is due by 31 October 2020. In its final report, the Commission will
present a comprehensive set of recommendations to transform the mental health system in Victoria. The issues
raised through the Royal Commission’s inquiry to date point to a need for systemic reform and significant
additional investment to meet the needs of all Victorians, at every stage of life and illness.
I ask the Member for Northern Victoria and her colleagues to put aside partisan politics and join the
government in committing to implementing every one of the Royal Commission’s recommendations and,
crucially, commit to funding the reforms that members of her community need and deserve.

BAIL REFORM
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (27 November 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
Decisions about bail and remand require consideration of the safety of the community and persons affected
by crime, the presumption of innocence and the right to liberty of accused persons. The balancing of these
considerations is not always easy.
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As part of the bail decision-making process, consideration is also given to the impact that remand could have
on an accused person—for instance, whether the accused has any special vulnerabilities, such as ill health or
a cognitive impairment or is an Aboriginal Victorian.
In response to the Coghlan review of the bail system in 2017, the Andrews Labor Government enacted new
laws that increased community safety by making it harder for serious and repeat offenders to get bail in
Victoria. The government is monitoring the impact of bail and other reforms on the justice system, including
impacts on vulnerable women.
It is clear that many women in prison face complex and difficult issues and that when they leave prison they
need support to help them and get back on their feet. That is why the government has invested, and will
continue to invest, in measures to promote community safety and keep people out of prison, and has improved
support for those who leave custody so they can successfully reintegrate into the community and not reoffend.
The 2019/20 Budget invested almost $20 million to reduce the incarceration of women, including for
programs targeted at women in prison with a mental illness, intellectual disability or cognitive impairment,
and initiatives to reduce the overrepresentation of Aboriginal women and to improve their connections to
community.
This included funding of $14.5 million announced in September 2019 to expand support services and
programs focused on reducing the number of women in prison, including:
•

more than $5.8 million to provide employment opportunities and reconnect women with their
families

•

more than $2.7 million to improve access to housing, including additional housing workers who
will provide comprehensive planning and support so women can access sustainable housing when
they return to the community, and

•

more than $2.3 million to expand legal and housing support for women, and conduct a feasibility
study for a culturally responsive residential diversion program for Aboriginal women similar to the
Wulgunggo Ngalu Learning Place for Aboriginal men.

The Department of Justice and Community Safety launched its women’s policy, Strengthening Connections,
in December 2017 to guide the development of approaches to meet the needs of women in prison.
The Corrections Victoria Reintegration Pathway provides a range of pre-release assessments and a number
of pre-and-post release support programs responsive to each prisoner’s transitional needs. Specific postrelease support is available to prisoners who are assessed as requiring more intensive support, including
programs such as Reconnect and Restart. Restart is a support program targeted towards short sentenced and
remand prisoners assessed as having high reintegration needs, and is delivered by the Australian Community
Support Organisation.
There are a number of other programs and services available to women in prison, including trauma
counselling, programs to improve relationship skills, and practical information and support to address
women’s transitional needs. The ATLAS Remand Program Suite was developed by Relationships Australia
Victoria and is a suite of eight voluntary psycho-educational sessions providing practical information for
adjusting to prison, as well as building capacity to help remandees address their transitional needs in the prison
and in the community.

MORDIALLOC FREEWAY
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (27 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I commend Mr Limbrick for his advocacy of local music. TISM were certainly one of a kind and I have some
wonderful memories seeing them perform at University. However naming one of our Big Build projects after
TISM would be problematic given the mixed messages on road safety in their songs like Greg, the Stop sign
and Anarchy Means Crossing when it says Don’t Walk.
However, my office advises there are other opportunities to recognise great Victorian bands and other
Australian acts that have contributed to making Victoria the number one state for music in our nation such as:
•

Punt Road

Leaps and Bounds Rise (Paul Kelly)

•

Bell Street

Depreston Street (Courtney Barnett)

•

Sunraysia Highway

Wide Open Road (The Triffids)
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•

Balwyn Road

Balwyn Calling Road (Skyhooks)

•

Burney tunnel

Nick’s Cave

•

The Hume Highway

Don’t go to Sydney Highway (The Zimmermen)

•

Smith Street

The Smith Street Band Street

•

King Street

King Gizz Street (King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard)

•

Beach Road

Sons of Beaches Boulevard (Australian Crawl)

•

Eastern Freeway

Eastern Dark Freeway (The Eastern Dark)

•

Flemington Road

The Horses

•

Elgin Street

Evie Street (Stevie Wright)

•

Huntingdale Road

Hunters and Collector Distributor

•

Flinders Lane

Charcoal Lane (Archie Roach)
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It would be nice to include some Chisel but Cheap Wine should never be associated with driving. Putting the
Bee Gees, Stayin Alive on every licence plate in the state would be a much better option. I thank Mr Limbrick
again for his advocacy and recommend that If he wishes to pursue his quest further he should review it in
light of the Victorian Government’s Naming rules for places in Victoria.

CHILD PROTECTION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (27 November 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
As Minister for Child Protection I am not responsible for the prosecution or sentencing of child Pornography
offences or the collation of crime data. This adjournment debate matter is best redirected to the Attorney
General.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION PLANNING
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (27 November 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
The Leneva-Baranduda Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) was prepared by the Wodonga City Council and the
Victorian Planning Authority (VPA). The boundary of the PSP covers 1,062.7 hectares of contiguous land
approximately 3 kilometres south-east of Wodonga city centre and extending to the western edge of the
existing urban area of Baranduda. Once developed, the PSP area is anticipated to accommodate over
6,000 dwellings for more than 15,000 people.
The development of the PSP was broadly consulted on with landowners, the community and government
departments and agencies. Amendment C121 introduced the Leneva-Baranduda PSP and Developer
Contributions Plan into the Wodonga Planning Scheme.
During the exhibition of the amendment, the council received 30 submissions. An independent planning panel
was appointed to consider the submissions and supported the amendment, subject to modifications. The
council adopted most of the panel’s recommendations and made other changes following the panel hearing,
with the support of the affected landowners.
In my assessment of the amendment, I considered that the amendment had gone through due process, and
that it was consistent with the Hume Regional Growth Plan and aligned with state, regional and local planning
policy. I therefore approved Amendment C121 on the 23 February 2019.
Any complaints about a local council, state government department or agency’s integrity in dealing with
matters should be directed to the Victorian Ombudsman. The Victorian Ombudsman is accountable to
Parliament, rather than the government of the day, and can independently investigate complaints of this
nature. The Ombudsman may be contacted directly at Level 2, 570 Bourke Street, Melbourne, or by telephone
on (03) 9613 6222 or on 1800 806 314 (from regional areas) or by using the online complaint form on the
Victorian Ombudsman’s website.
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SUNBURY LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (28 November 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for Western Metropolitan for his continued interest in the Andrews Labor Government’s
program to remove dangerous and congested level crossings, especially in Melbourne’s West. I also note he
has a long tradition of opposing the removal of level crossings.
In our first term, we got rid of 30 level crossings. We have 20 to go from the 50 we originally committed to
and we have added another 25, including the Gap Road, Sunbury level crossing, to make it 75 to be removed
by 2025.
These additional 25 crossings were selected through a rigorous analysis by experts at the Level Crossing
Removal Authority and Transport for Victoria. The criteria for removal identified the next 25 priority sites
across Melbourne based on congestion, construction adjacency, local access, and safety.
The dangerous and congested level crossing at Gap Road, Sunbury, will be the fourth to be removed on the
Sunbury Line and will be gone for good by the end of 2025.
This level crossing is located in the heart of Sunbury and is a major source of congestion in the busy town
centre. Around 19,000 vehicles currently travel through this crossing every day with that number expected to
grow to 27,000 vehicles by 2026. Boom gates at Gap Road can be down for up to 26 per cent of the morning
peak, when up to 24 trains run through the crossing.
Advice from our engineers is that the preferred design is road under rail, subject to further engineering and
consultation with the local community.
As part of the Metro Tunnel and High Capacity Metro Trains projects, the Sunbury line is being upgraded
with power, track, platform and signalling upgrades. Removing the Gap Road level crossing with these works
would be more cost effective and limit disruption to road and rail users.

BOUNCE TRAINING PROGRAM
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (28 November 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
I thank my honourable colleague for his advice and request.
I am informed as follows:
Bounce Australia is a private company that has been operating in Regional Victoria for 13 years and has
developed a motivational program that is targeted to long-term unemployed people and vulnerable learners.
Bounce Australia is not eligible in their own right to access Victorian Skills First training subsidies, as they
are not a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) nor a Not for Profit registered Learn Local organisation.
Bounce has, however, been working in partnership with some of our funded RTOs and Learn Locals for a
number of years—notably Jesuit Community College—to include elements of the Bounce Program into
foundation skill level qualifications such as the Certificate I and II in General Education for Adults (CGEA)
and Certificate II Skills for Work. This is achieved through mapping components of their program to these
qualifications and having the program delivered by the RTO partner.
Bounce Australia is continuing to work in partnership with funded VET providers across the Victorian VET
sector to pilot more innovative ways to include employability skills into foundation qualifications. I
understand they are particularly interested in partnering with TAFE to provide employability skills training
within the prison system in Victoria and assist with TAFE completion rates.
I have been advised that regional staff of Higher Education and Skills are liaising with Bounce Australia
locally to broker further partnership opportunities with appropriate stakeholders, including TAFE Institutes
and the network of Learn Local RTOs. With successful partnerships in place, Bounce can continue to play an
important role to provide valuable insight and support for program design and qualification offerings for our
very vulnerable learners, including those who have been involved with the justice system.
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KINDERGARTEN FUNDING
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (28 November 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
The Andrews Labor Government has committed almost $5 billion over ten years to deliver Three-Year-Old
Kindergarten across the state.
This will mean that in the Education State, Victorian children receive an extra additional year of funded playbased learning, led by a teacher.
International evidence shows the profound benefits that two years of quality kindergarten programs can have
on children’s learning and development.
Teachers and educators sit at the heart of Three-Year-Old Kindergarten, which is why the Government is
investing substantially in the early childhood workforce. The Government is investing $92.4 million in a
range of supports for our current and future early childhood teacher and educator workforce.
This package includes $35.9 million for hundreds of financial support packages through scholarships worth
up to $34,000, as well as incentives to help recruit and upskill the early childhood workforce and increase the
number of teachers. Recognising the specific challenges that face regional and rural Victoria, financial
incentive payments of up to $9,000 are available for teachers to take-up positions in kindergarten services in
the 2020 and 2021 roll-out areas.
A total of $28.5 million in additional funding is being provided to make training at TAFE free for eligible
students in two early childhood courses from 2020. The addition of these courses to the Free TAFE offering
will reduce financial barriers for students and encourage enrolments in this priority area.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND DOG PERMITS
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (28 November 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
South Gippsland Shire Council sought community feedback on a proposed amendment to General Local Law
2014 to provide greater clarity around the keeping of animals in South Gippsland Shire.
I am advised that the proposed changes relate to the possession of domestic pets under the Domestic Animals
Act 1994 and are not intended to affect farmers who own Working farm dogs.
The Domestic Animals Act 1994 provides councils with the power to make local laws in respect to the number
of domestic pets kept on a property. Under that piece of legislation there is also a requirement for each council
to prepare a Domestic Animal Management Plan that promotes responsible pet ownership, which must be
reviewed annually.
I encourage people with an interest to contact the council.

WATSON STREET–HUME FREEWAY, WALLAN
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (28 November 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Andrews Labor Government has instructed the Department of Transport to complete planning
investigations for the Hume Freeway/Watson Street Interchange, the Northern Highway from Watson Street
to the Hume Freeway and Watson Street between the Northern Highway to Hume Freeway.
The Department of Transport has completed significant community consultation and is currently progressing
planning approvals that will enable this project to be considered for construction funding.
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POWERLINES
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (28 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
I thank the member for his question, however this does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should
be redirected to the Minister for Energy, The Hon Lily D’Ambrosio MP.

HONG KONG PROTESTS
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (28 November 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The role of Victoria Police is to serve the community and uphold the law to promote a safe, secure, and orderly
society. Victoria Police officers prevent, detect, and investigate any crimes committed, no matter the
background or allegiance of the alleged offender or victim. Threats of serious harm to individuals and their
families is utterly unacceptable and is not reflective of the values of the Victorian community.
The behaviour and allegations you referred to in your question is concerning; The Officer-in-Charge of
Dandenong Police Station, Senior Sergeant Skurka, has requested that the student contact him at Dandenong
Police Station on (03) 9767 7444 so that the allegations can be investigated. Ensuring community safety is a
priority for Victoria Police.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY VICTORIA
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (28 November 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Victorian Government has committed more than $180 million over five years to implement and deliver
landmark reforms in environment protection. Strengthening Victoria’s regulatory framework for environment
protection is a key priority for this government. We have introduced world leading legislation, establishing
positive duties to prevent harm and equipping the Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) with
stronger powers to hold polluters to account. Our new legislation will commence on 1 July 2020.
In preparation for commencement, the EPA has undertaken a review of its Compliance and Enforcement
Policy to ensure its regulatory approach achieves the better environmental outcomes the Victorian community
expects. The EPA’s new Compliance and Enforcement Policy promotes and supports timely and responsive
regulatory action that stops unlawful activity and punishes those who put people or the environment at risk of
harm. The policy has been published on the EPA’s website to provide duty holders with guidance prior to
1 July 2020.
The EPA has also strengthened its enforcement approach before the new laws commence. This includes
increasing the number of prosecutions it undertakes and the timeliness with which charges are laid. Since
2016-17, the EPA has more than doubled its prosecutions. This stronger enforcement stance will be continued
and enhanced with the implementation of the new laws.
The Victorian Government has invested $5.5 million on a new best practice waste tracking system, generating
real-time, high-quality data, and strengthening the EPA’s capability. It will improve transparency of the
movement of hazardous waste, and increase the likelihood of detection, inspection and sanction of illegal
operators. The new waste tracking system will align with the new environment protection legislation and be
designed to enable duty holders to acquit the new waste duties that come into effect on 1 July 2020.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STATUE
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (28 November 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
Thank you for raising this matter.
As this matter relates to a parliamentary chamber, officers from my Department have raised it with Parliament
for its consideration.

