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Thursday, 12 September 2019
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 9.35 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (09:36): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament.
Joint sitting of Parliament
SENATE VACANCY
The PRESIDENT (09:36): Members, I have to report that the house met with the Legislative
Assembly yesterday to choose a person to hold the seat in the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation
of Senator the Honourable Mitch Fifield and that the Honourable Sarah Henderson was chosen to hold
that vacant place in the Senate.
Petitions
Following petition presented to house:
PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT
To the Legislative Council of Victoria
Grievance
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
need to establish a Parliamentary inquiry into public land management.
The inquiry should investigate—
(1) why the policy of changing public land into parks and reserves has failed to deliver the promised
environmental improvement, economic benefits and social outcomes; and
(2) why several recommendations of the Bushfires Royal Commission and the Environment and Natural
Resources Committee’s Inquiry into Public Land Management Practices on Bushfires in Victoria have
not been implemented, especially those that relate to the lack of adequate fuel reduction burning; and
(3) the effects of current public land management policies on the extent and severity of bushfires, on the
environment and adjoining private property.
The Committee should make recommendations to the Government, which should include the:
(1) establishment of a new public land advisory body to replace the narrow focus of the Victorian
Environmental Assessment Council. The new advisory body would include representation of
recreational and commercial users of public land and the Country Fire Authority; and
(2) the creation of a modern management system that allows for recreational and resource use of public land
whilst maintaining environmental safeguards.
Action
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council establish an inquiry into public land
management and provide recommendations to the Government in a final report.

By Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (1369 signatures).
Laid on table.
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Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Freedom of Information Act 1982—Professional Standards issued by the Victorian Information
Commissioner, pursuant to section 6V(3) of the Act.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Legislative instrument and related documents under section 16B in
respect of the Freedom of Information Professional Standards 2019 under the Freedom of Information
Act 1982, dated 28 August 2019.
Surveillance Devices Act 1999—Report, 2018–19 pursuant to section 30L by the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning.

Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
Mr MELHEM having given notice:
Mr Ondarchie: On a point of order, President, with respect to Mr Melhem, this seems to replicate
motion 141 on the notice paper today.
Further notice given.
ADJOURNMENT
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (09:44): I move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday, 15 October 2019.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
ROAD SAFETY
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (09:45): There has been recently some publicity about
senior citizens wearing hi-vis vests when they are out at night as pedestrians in dark, poorly lit areas,
and whilst there has been some controversy about that and a suggestion that it is a slur on our senior
citizens, I actually think that everyone should be wearing clothes that make them more visible at night,
because I notice that of late there are many people who are crossing streets in the wrong areas away
from crossings and darting out between cars. It is becoming very dangerous, and clearly it is one of
the factors leading to the road toll. Might I also say, though, that I think that in terms of the road toll
and where we are going in keeping motorists behaving themselves, this inconsistency of speed limits
at shopping centres and on suburban roads is ridiculous, and it is high time that we actually start to do
an overview that looks at consistent speed limits. Can I indicate that it is a great pity that the road
safety committee of this Parliament was abandoned by the government, because given the soaring
road toll at this time and our lack of understanding of perhaps some of the factors that are causing that,
we do need to actually revisit that road safety review.
SUNSHINE HOSPITAL
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (09:46): In addition to delivering the new Sunshine women’s
and children’s hospital, opened in May this year in Melbourne’s fast-growing west, we will soon have
access to an upgraded emergency department at Sunshine Hospital. I am delighted that the Minister
for Health has recently announced a $29.6 million redevelopment that will make sure that more
western suburbs families can access timely and world-class medical attention when they need it most.
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The Sunshine emergency department is one of the busiest of its kind in Victoria. The Labor
government’s investment will add an extra 31 treatment spaces and make sure patients get even better
care. The redeveloped Sunshine Hospital emergency department will have a separate area for kids,
creating a calmer and less clinical environment for children receiving treatment. About
19 700 children will be seen each year in the kids-only area, which is a really welcome initiative. I am
not sure if anyone has been to Sunshine emergency department late in the night with sick children, but
it can be quite difficult. I would like to thank the dedicated staff at the Sunshine Hospital and indeed
across Western Health for the care they provide, and I look forward to seeing the emergency
department redevelopment completed.
LOUISA BISHOP
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (09:48): I am pleased today to thank and congratulate those
members of the community who work tirelessly to provide support for the homeless in Melbourne. In
June my motion for an inquiry into homelessness was passed in this place, and it gives me great
pleasure to see the enthusiasm for this inquiry and hear the wideranging and clever solutions that will
make a huge difference to this growing problem. In Knox there are approximately 365 homeless, with
138 living in supported accommodation for the homeless, 70 in temporary accommodation and 104
living in severely overcrowded dwellings.
It is the smallest acts that give me the most hope, and today I would like to congratulate nine-year-old
Louisa Bishop from Wantirna South Primary School for her contribution to the Knox council initiative
in August called Can Homelessness. Louisa was concerned about homelessness in Knox during the
very cold weather and got together with her school to collect cans of food for the appeal. It is the
smallest of acts like these and the awareness in the community of how serious this problem is
becoming that are the beginning of finding ways to end homelessness. Well done, Louisa; well done,
Wantirna South Primary School; and well done to the Knox council for running this initiative.
CLAYTON CENOTAPH
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (09:49): Last week I was joined by my parliamentary
colleagues Steve Dimopoulos and Meng Heang Tak at the rededication service for the Clayton
cenotaph at the new RSL memorial and remembrance space. The service, with speakers such as the
RSL state president, Dr Robert Webster, and the New Zealand trade commissioner and Consul
General, Ms Vanessa O’Neill, was a great opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice made by so many,
especially as this year marks 80 years since the beginning of Australia’s involvement in World War II.
To the past we owe, and we are obliged to the future. Lest we forget.
It should also be noted that the new cenotaph is situated along the rail easement, a fantastic open space.
Where there was once a rail line dividing the community, now we have a fantastic shared space
available for everyone to visit and reflect upon the nature of service to our country. I am very proud to
be a member of a government that prioritises building great community spaces like this one. Once the
Level Crossing Removal Project has completed its works between Caulfield and Dandenong stations,
we will have created 11 MCGs worth of open space, which is one of the biggest urban parkland
releases that Melbourne has ever seen.
SENTENCING REFORM
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (09:51): I am furious at something I read in the Herald Sun
today. I read about an unregistered Uber driver who picked up a woman who was drunk to the point
of insensibility and took her to his place and raped her. When he got caught he made a no-comment
interview. The sentencing is absolutely beyond disgusting. I do not want to go through it, because I
really am furious, but one of the comments that was made by the judiciary was, ‘Apart from the rape,
there was no violence’. What sort of society do we have when that is an allowable comment? This
person was not only illegally driving an Uber but was in the country on a bridging visa. I am really at
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a loss. We cannot allow this sort of thing to happen. It is meant to be a justice system; where was the
justice for the victim?
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION ROADS
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (09:52): What is clear for residents of the northern
suburbs is that Daniel Andrews and the Labor Party do not care and do not take seriously motorists in
the northern suburbs. I think they live by a motto that they are safe Labor seats so it does not really
matter. Recently they surprised residents and traders around the Reservoir level crossing by closing
that crossing for four months without adequate notice. Traders are going to lose business, and residents
have added 45 minutes to their travel time around Reservoir. In the last term of Parliament I tabled a
petition around the duplication of Mickleham and Somerton roads, with no response, and this year I
called on the government to upgrade those roads.
To the great disappointment of local long-term roads advocate Jim Overend, the Greenvale Residents
Association and local residents, the Mickleham Road duplication missed out in the state budget. This
area is booming and developing, and something needs to be done. Children at Aitken College are now
being ferried in by charter buses to save their parents that 45-minute trip down Mickleham Road to
get in and out of the school.
The Labor member for Yuroke recently told the local newspaper that she would continue to lobby and
advocate for the Mickleham Road duplication. This is also the person who is the Parliamentary
Secretary for Road Infrastructure, I might add. But what happened? Actions speak louder than words.
Local residents went to her and said, ‘Can you table an e-petition on our behalf, because you are the
local member?’. What did she do? She did not take it on, she did not give it to the local Labor members
in the upper house—she certainly did not give it to the Liberal—and she did not give it to the Green;
she asked Fiona Patten to table it on her behalf. So this is the local member for Yuroke advocating, so
she claims, for roads in her electorate, asked to table an e-petition; she did not do it and handed it off
to someone else. There is only one true local resident who is advocating for Craigieburn, and that is
Jim Overend.
DJAB WURRUNG SACRED TREES
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (09:53): This week on the steps of this place I joined
hundreds of protesters fighting to save trees considered sacred by the local Djab Wurrung Indigenous
women. These 800-year-old trees of significance to our Aboriginal brothers and sisters are making
way for a highway—that is right, a road. The government simply is not listening to the Indigenous
community or the wider community on this. Some things are more important than progress; some
things are more important than saving 3 minutes on a road trip. I implore the government to act now.
R U OK? DAY
Ms PATTEN: On another matter, today is R U OK? Day, a national day of action urging people
to start a conversation with anyone who may be struggling with life. You do not need to be an expert
to reach out, just a friend and a good listener. I urge all my colleagues to speak to their friends, to their
staff and to others in this chamber, in fact, and simply ask, ‘Are you okay?’.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (09:55): Today I rise to inform the house of fantastic programs being put into practice in
Western Victoria. Congratulations to the recently announced finalists in the Victorian Early Years
Awards; seven of the 20 are located in my electorate. They are Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start, led by
the Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Cooperative; Let’s Read Wimmera, an initiative of the Wimmera
Southern Mallee Local Learning and Employment Network; Babaneek Booboop early years project
in Melton city and Moorabool shire; By Five, a Wimmera Southern Mallee early years project;
Connecting Dimboola, led by Dimboola Primary School; Geelong College; and the City of Ballarat
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for its Services Practice Guide for Educators in Action. Three of these initiatives focus on improving
learning outcomes for Indigenous students. All provide leadership in the crucial first stages of
education. I wish these early learning professionals well in the 22 October awards ceremony.
SCHOOL MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS
Ms TIERNEY: In the south-west, four colleges—Apollo Bay P–12 College, Lavers Hill K–12
College, Lorne P–12 College and Colac Secondary College—are leading the way in supporting the
mental health needs of regional Victorians. Recruitment is already underway to appoint mental health
practitioners to work with students in each school every week starting in term 4. Targeting student
needs in this area is a direct response to input from south-west principals and community groups to
the government’s review of regional education outcomes as part of the $51.2 million program to place
mental health practitioners in all Victorian schools by 2020. This government’s goal is to lift regional
education outcomes so there is no difference— (Time expired)
R U OK? DAY
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (09:56): I would also like to acknowledge R U OK? Day. As
we all know, mental health does not discriminate, so I encourage everyone to ask each other, ‘Are you
okay?’.
PAULA ALLEN
Ms MAXWELL: My members statement today acknowledges the work of Paula Allen. Police
across our state work for the protection of our community. They respond to people in need in their
most vulnerable, scared, confused, threatened, traumatised and violated states. They respond in
situations where people are violent, under the influence of drugs or other substances, aggressive,
unpredictable, evasive, obnoxious, disrespectful and dangerous. They see awful things that they
simply cannot unsee. What police also do is work to calm people in situations, to offer advice, reason
and safety. They work in conjunction with other emergency services, schools, community groups and
everyday people in this pursuit.
Leading Senior Sergeant Paula Allen, a youth resource officer with Benalla police, has been named
the Blue Ribbon Foundation Police Officer of the Year for 2019. I am very proud to know Paula. She
has shown a consistent and personal dedication to her community, particularly to school students. This
caring nature, commitment and responsibility to provide support to those in need has gained her
enormous respect in the community. Paula is a person who attends events for her community even on
her days off, and always with a smile on her face. She is a determined woman and her colleagues use
the word ‘compassion’ to describe her. I know other members in this place will join me in
congratulating Leading Senior Sergeant Paula Allen and thanking her for making the safety of our
community her vocation.
JEWISH COMMUNITY GENDER EQUALITY
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (09:58): I was very happy to attend a launch event
organised by the National Council of Jewish Women of Australia Victoria, along with Paul Hamer,
the member for Box Hill. It is around a push to ensure that all Jewish women are equally represented
in positions of leadership and at events within the community. What has brought about this
#MakeSpaceForHer campaign, as it is tagged, is preliminary research which shows that 70 communal
organisations only had 14 per cent of boards with balanced gender representation, with 15 per cent of
boards exclusively male. Obviously that just is not fair when you have these wonderful, highly
qualified women who are taking leadership roles in the community and they are not seeing that
reflected on boards and at significant events. So they actually put together a gender equity pledge for
significant organisations to sign.
I have to say, I commend these women. They have been able to get many of the leading organisations
within the community to sign this pledge, and I wish them all the best in this endeavour. They have
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not gone down the path of quotas yet. They may need to, but maybe they will not—maybe they will
achieve the target without them. Let us see.
GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:00): My point today is to draw
the house’s attention and the community’s attention to the fate of a very important bill yesterday, the
Public Administration Amendment Bill 2019, that sought to ensure that advertising by the Victorian
state government is in line with community expectations. The idea that a state government could use
public money to frankly and overtly campaign for a partisan position in terms of a federal election is
just extraordinary. The very strong intervention of the Ombudsman and IBAC, making it clear that
they believe there is a weakness, a loophole in the law, that ought to be closed, is something that I
think the community expected to be heeded, and I think it is a point of fundamental disappointment
that Labor and a number of others chose to thumb their noses at IBAC and the Ombudsman. This is a
very disappointing outcome, and the community deserves much better. There will have to be a closure
of this loophole. It ought not be the case that parties ought to be able to frankly, overtly and in my view
corruptly—let us call it for what it is—campaign for their federal mates. Bill Shorten did not get
elected, despite Daniel Andrews’s squandering of $1.7 million— (Time expired)
R U OK? DAY
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (10:01): This morning it was a great pleasure to attend, along
with many of my parliamentary colleagues, a men’s health breakfast hosted by AFL legend David
Parkin. One of the subjects that was covered was that of men’s health, and one of the subjects covered
within that was men’s mental health and how we—not just as parliamentarians but as members of the
community—and all members of the community can partake in conversations that can go a long way
towards preventing death by suicide. It is particularly relevant on a day like today, with today being
R U OK? Day. Having lost my own brother-in-law, Chris, not even a year ago to the demons that had
plagued him throughout his life, I can tell you that the grief the families and friends carry with them,
the things that they wish they had done and the questions they might have asked stay with them for
the rest of their lives, and I urge today, on R U OK? Day, all of the people in this chamber and in the
other place and all in the broader community to stop and speak with your family members, your friends
and even a perfect stranger who you might see is struggling and ask them, ‘Are you okay?’. That one
simple conversation may save somebody’s life.
MURRAY-DARLING BASIN PLAN
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (10:03): Last Thursday I attended a cross-border water rally of
Victoria and New South Wales irrigators, where around 3000 angry irrigators gathered on the banks
of the Murray River to protest the negative impact the Murray-Darling Basin plan has had on the
Goulburn-Murray irrigation district. The backdrop of the rally emphasised the frustration felt by
southern basin irrigators as all of us present watched the mighty Murray running at close to capacity
while many NSW irrigators at present face zero water allocations for the second consecutive season
and Victorian irrigators face unaffordable temporary water prices of up to $800 a megalitre.
The current high levels of the Murray River have been created by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
to push water through the Barmah Choke in order to meet environmental needs and send water to Lake
Alexandrina in South Australia. One of the key objectives enshrined in the Murray-Darling Basin plan
is to remove as much water as necessary from the southern basin irrigators to ensure that Lake
Alexandrina remains an unnatural freshwater lake rather than its natural estuarine environment. Water
is being flushed down the Murray River in extraordinary amounts to achieve this objective, and yet it
does not appear to be delivering benefits to the environment or to the irrigation communities. In fact
there are many signs of damage being done to the environment through bank erosion et cetera by these
excessive flows. Irrigators are hurting and dismayed, and both ministers need to review this plan and
ensure that it does support irrigators and the environment.
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Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (10:05): I move:
That the consideration of notices of motion, government business, 127 to 140, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Motions
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (10:05): I move:
That this house notes the Andrews government’s achievements in the 2019–20 budget, including:
(1) undertaking the suburban transport blitz, to reshape our suburbs and make it easier for people to get
around;
(2) committing $15.8 billion to fully fund and make the North East Link a reality, creating more than
10 000 jobs and taking thousands of trucks off local roads;
(3) supporting major upgrades to the Hurstbridge, Cranbourne and Sunbury lines to run more trains more
often;
(4) investing in vital infrastructure such as the Suburban Rail Loop and Melbourne Airport rail; and
(5) the removal of another 25 of our most dangerous and congested level crossings.

It gives me great pleasure to rise and talk to this motion which notes the Andrews government’s
achievements in relation to transport infrastructure, which of course is a very significant part of the
2019–20 budget. In particular I am really pleased about the record level of investment in relation to
the suburban transport blitz and the enormous benefits that will bring to the Western Metropolitan
Region that I represent.
In terms of the suburban transport blitz, we have $15.8 billion to fully fund the North East Link and
make that project, which is the missing link in Melbourne’s transport freeway network, a reality.
Whilst this is not directly in Western Metropolitan Region, it will benefit us enormously by giving us
another option for getting from the west of Melbourne and indeed western Victoria all the way around
to the eastern suburbs of Melbourne and beyond without having to go via CityLink or through the
middle of our city. This is going to be a transformative project which will not only ease congestion
getting around Melbourne but will be a significant boost to productivity for companies that rely on
road transport for getting their goods from A to B. Indeed it will also be a boon for the growing tourist
population coming to Melbourne.
The $6.6 billion to remove another 25 of our most dangerous and congested level crossings is also
something that is a signature policy of this government. It is something that we are incredibly proud
of. In Melbourne’s west we have already had some of the most dangerous level crossings removed, in
particular in St Albans where tragically people had lost their lives at that incredibly dangerous level
crossing over the years. It is so good to see the removal of a large number of crossings in our region.
But the good news is that we are not stopping there. Twenty-nine level crossings have already gone,
and there will be another significant number, taking the total to 75 level crossings removed by 2025.
This is obviously an enormous game changer in terms of getting around our suburbs and getting
around our city.
In Western Metropolitan Region we have got a further five level crossings that will be removed. These
were announced in this year’s budget: Fitzgerald Road in Ardeer; Mount Derrimut Road in Deer Park;
Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing; Robinsons Road in Deer Park; and of course Station Street and
Gap Road in Sunbury. If anyone has ever been to any of these level crossings, they will understand
the significance of removing them in the next couple of years, particularly the Hoppers Crossing one.
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I have had a lot of experience getting around in that part of Melbourne’s west and the congestion
around that particular level crossing is significant. It is something that has been a bugbear to the
community for a very long time, so I am really pleased that the level crossing authority have been
working closely with the community in Hoppers Crossing, and indeed in Deer Park and Sunbury and
Ardeer, to consult widely on the preferred design for how we are going to deal with the roads, the level
crossing removals and the stations in those areas. So this is a significant investment and one that I am
really looking forward to seeing progress on over the next year or two.
In terms of making life easier for commuters, there is no question that demand is growing on our public
transport network. The Andrews government has recognised this in this year’s budget and made sure
that we are going to make this a lot easier for commuters into the future. This includes $163 million
to purchase 10 new E-class trams and upgrade 10 Z-class trams. It is very important, our tram network,
to how the whole public transport grid operates across our city.
If anybody is a regular user of public transport, particularly in the middle and outer suburbs of
Melbourne, they will know how important it is to ensure that car parks are available at these busy train
stations, particularly those train stations which hub across a couple of different lines.
Mr Davis: The federal government is helping.
Ms STITT: Mr Davis is just interjecting and telling me the federal government is helping in this
regard. I am talking about the Andrews government’s commitment in the 2019–20 budget—
$150 million has been added to the budget to deliver more car parks, including at some of the busiest
train stations. I am pleased to say that that includes a number in Western Metropolitan Region.
Our regional bus networks are incredibly important in terms of connecting people in regional Victoria
to their workplaces and their places of education. I am sure my colleagues representing regions outside
of the metropolitan area will have more to say today in regard to the investment in our regional and
suburban bus networks.
In addition to that, sometimes it is the little things that really make a difference for commuters, so we
are also installing mobile phone chargers at key train stations. We are providing 32 free mobile phone
charging bars and 160 charging ports across eight inner-city train stations: Flagstaff, Flinders Street,
Melbourne Central, Parliament, Southern Cross, North Melbourne, Richmond and South Yarra.
In terms of some of the other significant transport infrastructure commitments in the 2019–20 budget,
there will be major and significant upgrades of a number of our train lines, including the Hurstbridge,
Cranbourne and Sunbury lines, so that we can deliver more trains more often. Anybody who is a
regular user of our train system in metropolitan Melbourne will know just how important that is. On
the Sunbury line, for example, we hope to be able to deliver additional capacity not just in relation to
the current infrastructure but there will also be upgrades of every train station along that line. This is
really a game changer because it will mean that we can get high-capacity trains on that line, which
will increase capacity for passengers significantly.
It is very pleasing to see that $2.1 billion has been allocated for the Sunbury line in Western
Metropolitan Region. It will transform train stations to Sunbury, upgrading every station along the line
and enabling the rollout of the new high-capacity metro trains. This will not only cut travel times but
will also provide for an extra 113 000 passengers on the Sunbury line during peak periods, and that is
really significant in terms of making sure that commuters in the growing west of Melbourne have
access to the high-quality public transport that they all deserve.
This is part of a wider $3.4 billion package that will transform a number of suburban train network
lines, including the Hurstbridge line and the Cranbourne line, which I have already mentioned. As
well as that we are investing in vital infrastructure such as the Suburban Rail Loop and Melbourne
Airport rail.
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In terms of the Melbourne Airport rail link, again this is a transformative project, not just for
Melbourne’s passengers to and from Tullamarine airport but also for Western Metropolitan Region,
because it will see Sunshine become a major transport hub, not only on the metropolitan transport
network but also a key hub for those passengers travelling on to other regions in our state. So
$680.68 million has been invested in this 2019–20 budget for the Melbourne Airport rail link. It is
pleasing to see that the commonwealth has agreed to contribute to this project. It is a very important
project, not just for our state but for our nation.
There is no question that Victoria is a place where tourism is on the rise, both international travellers
and also visitors from interstate. There are not too many major cities in the world that can boast the
livability of Melbourne that do not have a world-class link from their major airport into the city. This
is a project that over the years we have heard people talk about but do not much more than talk about.
We are committing $680.68 million in this budget. This will include planning and development for
the project in collaboration with the commonwealth government. The rail line will link the CBD to
Melbourne Airport via Sunshine, and as I said, that is a significant game changer for a part of
Melbourne’s west that has not always had the investment that it deserves. It is a wonderful part of
Melbourne, and I cannot wait to see the transformative nature of this project for our local amenity in
Sunshine. I am also very much looking forward to the job opportunities and the investment in and
around that transport hub that I hope this project will result in. So that is something that we are
determined to deliver as a government, and we are incredibly proud of it.
In terms of this year’s budget I have already mentioned the key transport commitments in relation to
level crossings and in relation to the upgrading of key rail lines across Melbourne, and I have also just
touched on the Melbourne Airport link and the Suburban Rail Loop as significant projects into the
future. There is also in this budget $195 million for extra train services across Victoria, including
increases to some of our busiest metropolitan train lines. Again I am sure some of my colleagues from
regional Victoria will want to talk about how important it is going to be that this train network in
particular will link up the new Metro Tunnel and give us more capacity across the metropolitan train
network. That in turn is going to link to some of the regional lines and make train travel a lot more
attractive and a lot more efficient for thousands and thousands of Victorians.
In terms of making life a little bit easier for commuters we want to make sure that we are keeping our
rolling stock going as well. I have already mentioned that there will be investment in new trams for
our network to the tune of $163 million. In addition, in terms of road projects, obviously the North
East Link is a significant project which will provide that missing link in our freeway network. But just
as importantly we have got the West Gate Tunnel Project, which is well underway. I expect that that
will be a significant improvement to the way that people from Western Metropolitan Region in
particular get around our city. Once all of these key projects link up we are going to be able to see why
it is so important that governments plan well in advance and put in the investment and the financial
commitment through the budget process to deliver these projects in a way that means they are going
to be improving the way that Victorians enjoy living, working and travelling around our city and our
state. I think I will leave my comments there. I commend the motion to the house.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (10:20): On this Thursday morning it is just a great delight to add
some comments to this debate on this really important part of our government’s work that has been
initiated this morning by Ms Stitt. The motion really seeks to provide members with an opportunity to
talk about the transformation that is occurring in this city and this state. I think that is something
members will be interested in contributing to, because it is something that affects almost everyone in
every community that we represent. So the opportunity to reflect on what this means for the Victorian
community is certainly one that I welcome.
Ms Stitt’s motion notes the 2019–20 budget and specifically the expression of our government’s desire
to get on with our transformative transport infrastructure program through that budget. There is the
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suburban transport blitz, which is all about making it easier for people to get around; the full funding,
I note, for the North East Link and the employment that comes as a consequence of such a big project;
the upgrades to the Hurstbridge, Cranbourne and Sunbury lines, because of course this is a rapidly
growing city and we need more trains, we need more train services and having the funds in the budget
to deliver those for some of our most rapidly growing communities is essential; the investments in the
Suburban Rail Loop—getting that visionary project started—and of course Melbourne Airport rail.
And haven’t we all been talking about Melbourne Airport rail, it feels like, since time began. I cannot
remember a time when people were not talking about the day, the year, that Melbourne will have an
airport rail link. You think about the great arrival experiences in the great cities around the world, and
so many of those are characterised by an airport arrival and then a train trip into the city.
Train travel for lots of people is just a very unexciting function of getting from A to B at the start of
the day and getting home again at the end of the day, but of course train travel when people are
travelling further afield can create a very, very exciting sense of arrival. Yesterday we had some
discussion in question time about regional rail upgrades and the long history of regional rail throughout
the state. During our government’s first term there were very significant investments made in our
regional rail lines, with every commuter passenger line receiving significant support for upgrades in
the order of half a billion dollars on the Ballarat line and major changes on a similar scale of investment
on the Gippsland line. And of course we do all await with some anticipation and excitement the idea
of a much faster service in future years for Geelong and for Ballarat. But increasing reliability, making
sure that the journeys are comfortable and having a timetable that reflects the needs of people at
different times of the week and at different times of the year is important.
In our first term there was a huge focus on regional rail. There was some great catching up to do. We
made a very clear commitment in 2014 that over our dead bodies would V/Line ever be privatised.
We also had some work to do to restore funding to V/Line to ensure that our services could be as good
as they are. As Mr Barton pointed out yesterday in his question, we are absolutely the first to recognise
that there is more to be done. The work, in partnership with the commonwealth government, on the
North East Link and the Australian Rail Track Corporation line is ongoing. That has been a source of
great frustration for the communities of north-eastern Victoria, but there is light at the end of that
tunnel. That will also include much better rolling stock for a more comfortable journey. People in
north-eastern Victoria have for too long endured a service that is not befitting of their needs.
This budget, on which this motion is focused, is more about suburban rail opportunities. Having laid
down those very significant investments in regional rail, the very idea of the Suburban Rail Loop is
just so exciting. Melbourne has changed. Different planning policies over a number of years have
shifted our focus from being a hub-and-spoke city to a city with a number of very significant activity
centres. And what is this about? I am no planning policy expert, but this is about people’s quality of
life and the idea that people are going to be able to get to the services they need and get to work within
a reasonable time frame. People talk about a 20-minute city, where people can enjoy a better quality
of life.
I note that Melbourne again finished in the top two of the world’s most livable cities, but we need to
continue to work on this. Yesterday I had the opportunity to meet with a number of local council
leaders, councillors and CEOs who are in the Parliament this week. I think that they are here today.
They were here yesterday, meeting with a number of us about issues impacting the interface
communities in Melbourne’s most outer suburbs. We got to talking about the length of commuting
time that many people have and the proportions in some of those communities of people who leave
their local area for work, and it is very, very high. And we were talking about the importance of people
being able to leave for the day and get home for the day in daylight more often than not. The days are
getting longer and the weather has, I think, turned officially. I think we can call it springtime now,
after a very cold start to the week.
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In reflecting on how I think about my responsibilities in the roads portfolio, our task is to make
people’s lives a little easier, to make their journeys smoother and safer and to make their travel times
more reliable. We do have a real challenge around congestion and travel time reliability. That is why
we are making these huge investments into these projects that will transform the city, and this is why
our work will continue and this is why we will look at opportunities to embrace new technology. We
have some really innovative work underway in the Department of Transport. We are investing in
traffic lights that know how fast pedestrians are going. We are undertaking trials where trams have
right of way at sets of lights to improve traffic flow for everybody, whether they are on a tram or a
bus, in a car, on a bike or on a motorbike. And we are just continuing to improve the free movement
and ease of movement for everybody as they get about their business.
But what is this really about for me? This is about mum and dad getting home in time to help with
homework, mum and dad getting home in time to maybe kick the footy before dinner or before it gets
dark—rather than people having to spend 3 or even 4 hours of the day getting to and from work. So
these projects are about our desire to get things done. They are about our desire to use our purchasing
power as a government to create jobs, employment and training opportunities for people for whom
those things may have been previously elusive or difficult, and they are about our desire for a truly
livable modern city where people can spend a little less time on their daily commute and a little more
time doing the things that they love with the people that they love.
So this is a really welcome debate, because this is so important to so many people. I think, of all of the
things that are available to us to discuss in the house at any given time, Ms Stitt’s choice of this subject
and these investments to recognise, out of all of the things in the state budget, is a really worthy subject
for our discussion and debate in the house this morning. And Ms Stitt’s motion also specifically notes
the government’s commitment to the removal of ‘dangerous and congested level crossings’.
I think if you were to look it up in Wikipedia, or if you were to google the Andrews Labor
government—I must have not actually done this, but I think if you did look it up in the dictionary—
you would probably see a picture of a level crossing removal. Our government is doing lots and lots
of other things in all kinds of areas—amazing transformations in schools, huge investments in our
health system—but if you just had to immediately conjure one image that captures what it is that our
government is perhaps most identifiably about, it is that incredibly popular and very important Level
Crossing Removal Project.
Back in the day, historically, there was funding for the removal of these. There is that list of the most
dangerous and most congested level crossings, and in years gone by there might have been one
removed a year, or every other year. There was really slow progress. I take the opportunity to put on
the record—again, not for the first time, but others have done this—the work of the late Fiona
Richardson, who was the Shadow Minister for Public Transport when we were last in opposition and
whose thinking and work was so important in the development of the level crossing removal policy.
And I take a moment to reflect on her achievement in this respect, in this policy that has become so
symbolic of our mantra of getting things done as quickly and as well as we can for the community.
Fiona also had many other fine achievements in her life in politics, and—
Mr Ondarchie: Name something after her.
Ms PULFORD: Maybe we could name something after her. I know that in the community she
represented she is very fondly remembered. And as somebody who participated in lots of different
forums around the Labor Party with her before we both came into Parliament, and coming into
Parliament at the same time, I know she is deeply missed by all of us in the Labor Party.
Mr Ondarchie: And her community.
Ms PULFORD: And I note Mr Ondarchie’s interjections are often sort of cheeky or naughty, but
Mr Ondarchie is making some very beautiful interjections in support of my comments. If Hansard did
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not pick it up: yes, Mr Ondarchie, ‘And her community’. Absolutely, and I thank you for your kind
and generous interjection.
So there has been a very, very busy program and there will continue to be a very, very busy program.
While reflecting on the work of colleagues who are not in this Parliament anymore, I note also the
work of the former employment minister, Wade Noonan, on our social procurement policies and the
way that we have very determinedly sought to use our major infrastructure program and purchasing
to stimulate a great deal of economic activity in this state. Indeed the policy back then when it was
announced was called Project 10 000 because it was as much about creating 10 000 jobs as it was
about removing those dangerous and congested level crossings, as well as a number of complementary
investments in our roads outside of Melbourne and in Melbourne’s suburbs as well. So I am very
proud to be able to join this debate, and I thank Ms Stitt for the opportunity. I commend this motion
to the house.
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (10:36): I rise today to speak in support of notice of
motion 141 standing in Ms Stitt’s name this morning on the notice paper. It gives me great pleasure to
rise to speak to this motion as it details many of the fantastic initiatives and investments made by the
Andrews Labor government set out in the 2019–20 budget. In particular, some of the things that are
mentioned in Ms Stitt’s motion include the suburban transport blitz, which the government indicates
will reshape our suburbs and make it easier for people to get around. Significant investment is going
to be made, and I will come back to those points in a moment. Also important for people from Eastern
Metropolitan Region, which is the region that I represent, is a significant $15.8 billion investment to
fully fund the North East Link Project, which will create more than 10 000 jobs and take thousands of
trucks off local roads. Again I will come back to these points in a more fulsome way in a moment.
Significantly as well we are supporting major rail upgrades—for example, the Hurstbridge line is
going to be upgraded. The Hurstbridge line is also in my region, and that will provide more trains more
often for people to access. We are also investing in vital infrastructure projects such as the Suburban
Rail Loop and Melbourne Airport rail. Again, the Suburban Rail Loop project will be a transformative
project, particularly for people in Eastern Metropolitan Region and the eastern suburbs of Melbourne.
I am excited to see, not in the first phase but a station at Doncaster is also going to be planned. I know
Mr Barton is excited about that as well. I know he joins with me in that excitement, and I very much
look forward to seeing the Suburban Rail Loop being rolled out. It is going to be a significant project.
It will have a significant impact in a positive sense to people in Eastern Metropolitan Region, and I
certainly welcome that investment in the area.
I might turn back to some of these points and deal with them in a little bit more detail. I heard Ms Stitt
in her contribution talk about some of the significant investment in the suburban transport blitz, and I
might just highlight some of the investment in our public transport system. Again, I will come back to
the Suburban Rail Loop in a little bit more detail. There is $163 million to purchase 10 new E-class
trams and upgrade 10 Z-class trams. Again, there is significant investment in our public transport
system to enable more people to catch public transport, which we all know is an important feature of
getting around Melbourne. It means that more people can travel more often. There is also $150 million
to add more car parks, including some at our busiest suburban train stations, so again a significant
investment in important infrastructure to allow people to make their way to trains and stations and
become less reliant on cars. It is good for our environment and allows more people to access public
transport.
There is also another $50.1 million to improve Victoria’s suburban and regional buses, connecting
people to education and work by filling the gaps in the network, making sure that people are able to
access buses in suburban areas but also in regional areas, again reducing our reliance on vehicles where
that is possible. There is a $1 million investment to develop the expansion of the mobile Myki to other
platforms beyond Android, making accessing public transport e-infrastructure such as Myki more
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accessible to people. That will further enable more people to access public transport and have those
systems become more accessible.
It is funny how sometimes little things can make the most impact: $350 000 for 32 free mobile phone
charging bars. It is so important these days that people have access to charging points for their mobile
phones. Our mobile phones are something that we all use quite significantly, and you can see the look
on people’s faces on trains and buses when their batteries are running dead. Everyone gets desperate
to see where they can find the nearest charging point, so this is something I am sure will be welcomed
by many commuters. Interestingly, 160 charging points will be provided across eight inner-city train
stations, and these train stations will be Flagstaff, Flinders Street, Melbourne Central, Parliament,
Southern Cross, North Melbourne, Richmond and South Yarra. That is quite exciting, and I am sure
that will be welcomed by many commuters as they wish to access their mobile phones.
To add some nice balance to all of this I might just turn to the North East Link for a moment. As I
touched on earlier, this North East Link Project is a very exciting project. It significantly impacts
people in the Eastern Metropolitan Region. As someone who lives in my region, living close to
Rosanna Road and around Heidelberg, I have seen firsthand the increase in traffic along Rosanna Road
due to an increase in traffic from the north. Of course Rosanna Road is used as the de facto missing
link to connect from the end of the M80 freeway through to EastLink. So it is a project very much
welcomed by many in the region and beyond, because of course it is not just people in Eastern
Metropolitan Region who use that road. Many people do in fact use that road to travel across
Melbourne.
It is exciting to say that this ‘missing link’, as it is colloquially known, will finally connect Melbourne’s
freeway network and will connect the upgraded Eastern Freeway to the M80 ring-road. It is very
exciting. It will connect the growing northern and south-eastern suburbs, and it will also include
Eastern Freeway upgrades which will overhaul the Eastern Freeway with new lanes and new
technology for up to 40 per cent faster trips, which I know will be welcomed by many people. We
heard Minister Pulford, in her contribution, talk about how important it is for people, rather than being
stuck in their vehicles on the road, to get home to their families and spend precious time with their
children, with homework, kicking the footy around and taking them to sports, training and those sorts
of things. It frees up much more time to allow people to spend it with their families, and it is critical
time these days as we are all busy people and short of time. So that will be a very welcome thing.
Also, importantly—and this is something very important to people in Eastern Metropolitan Region,
particularly in the northern area, the suburbs that are in the Manningham local government area—a
Doncaster busway will include dedicated express bus lanes along the Eastern Freeway from Doncaster
to the city. That is a very exciting announcement. I know this is something that people in Eastern
Metropolitan Region and particularly in the suburbs of Doncaster, East Doncaster and Bulleen are
very interested in hearing about. Recently I held a public transport forum, and we were very fortunate
to be taken around the suburbs of Doncaster by our friends at Transdev in one of their new, green-andclean buses, freshly built and rolled off the line from Ballarat. It was fantastic. People were very
interested to hear about the plans for a revitalised Doncaster park-and-ride, which is very well utilised
by people in Doncaster and surrounds and gives people access to buses. It is pretty much, I would say,
the number one issue that people wish to hear about in the northern parts of my region.
There are bus upgrades: 100 new buses, as an election commitment that the Andrews Labor
government made in the lead-up to the last election, are starting to be delivered. As I said, we were
lucky enough to be taken on a ride around the suburbs of Doncaster in the 10th bus off the line,
manufactured right here in Victoria, showing a very strong commitment to manufacturing, local
content and local jobs. It is a fantastic commitment. One of the things I particularly note, which was
very much appreciated by people who attended the forum on the evening, was in fact wi-fi capabilities
that are going to be coming on the bus very soon, and of course USB charging ports. It is very exciting.
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Again, as I said earlier about the charging capabilities on train stations for commuters, people very
much welcomed the USB charging capabilities on the new buses.
Importantly, as a very important safety feature for drivers—because we care about workers and their
health and safety, particularly our bus drivers—the buses are all fitted with cameras, and footage can
be viewed in real time, which is a great safety feature for our drivers who sometimes unfortunately are
subjected to very bad behaviour by people on buses. So that is a great safety feature. I very much
welcome those initiatives and thank Transdev for helping us with that transport forum. As I said, there
was very welcome feedback from passengers who very much look forward to taking these new buses.
Also another significant announcement as part of the North East Link Project is a new park-and-ride
which is to be built at Bulleen. Again, this will be a significant investment which will allow people to
access the new busway on the Eastern Freeway. It is something that will allow local residents to access
the Eastern Freeway busway in a much more significant way—so, again, very exciting.
I might just quickly touch on some of the finer detail, as I mentioned about Rosanna Road earlier. It is
projected that with the North East Link being completed it will take between 9000 and 11 000 cars
and trucks off Rosanna Road a day. So I can tell you it is a significant investment, and it will indeed
slash travel time for many, many people travelling between Melbourne’s north and south-eastern
suburbs, by up to 35 minutes. It is a very welcome project, taking approximately 15 000 trucks off
local roads, reducing bottlenecks and, as I said, removing 9000—I will say that again—between 9000
and 11 000 cars and trucks off Rosanna Road, which is very significant indeed. As I said, harking back
to Minister Pulford’s earlier comments, it will allow people to spend more time with their families
rather than being stuck in cars. So it is a fantastic initiative.
Also it will be a welcome initiative to deliver more than 25 kilometres of new and upgraded walking
and cycling paths—again, patronised by all sorts of riders, whether it be commuters or mamils, as we
like to call them, or people who just like to patronise those routes as recreational-type users. We know
that those routes are very well patronised also by children and families and, as I said, by serious
commuters as well. As part of those initiatives we are upgrading bridges and adding more signalised
crossings for walkers and bike riders, so that adds to safety, and also completing the north-east bicycle
corridor, which will be a new commuter cycling route to the city along the Eastern Freeway between
the Chandler Highway and Merri Creek. Again, that is for those professional commuters, the guys
who really get out there and pedal hard into the city and back. I am sure that is also going to be a very
much welcomed initiative.
In my remaining 1 minute and 42 seconds I could not go without mentioning the Suburban Rail Loop.
It would be very remiss of me if I did not talk about that. That is fantastic, as I did mention earlier. I
very much look forward to stage 1 being rolled out, which will begin down at—
Mr Davis: I hear you’ve been advocating for Doncaster.
Ms TERPSTRA: Thank you, Mr Davis; I think you have been too. I should hope that you would
join and support that.
Mr Davis interjected.
Ms TERPSTRA: Thank you very much for your interjections. I acknowledge that you agree that
it is a very welcome investment in Eastern Metropolitan Region. It is fantastic, and it is wonderful to
see you support the Andrews government investment in the Suburban Rail Loop in Eastern
Metropolitan Region. It is fantastic that Mr Davis agrees with this initiative, and I very much look
forward to the initiative. The Suburban Rail Loop will circle Melbourne’s suburbs, connecting
communities with jobs, schools, universities and the airport without having to travel to the CBD.
Mr Davis interjected.
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Ms TERPSTRA: And it will create more than 20 000 jobs, Mr Davis. I am sure that is something
that you envy indeed. Of course it will connect every major train line, with a connection to Melbourne
Airport. The Suburban Rail Loop will transform the way people travel around Melbourne. As I said,
it will create 20 000 jobs during construction, with up to 2000 apprentices, trainees and cadets to be
employed under the government’s Major Projects Skills Guarantee. Again, it is a very welcome
initiative. I cannot wait to see that get underway, and I very much look forward to the fantastic job
creation initiatives that will come with that investment in the eastern suburbs.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (10:51): It is lovely to follow such tremendous budget
announcements, which really are about benefiting all Victorians. I was so enraptured by all of that.
Now I have got to focus myself. That was fantastic, actually.
Mr Jennings: Sometimes it’s not easy to focus yourself.
Ms TAYLOR: That’s right, exactly, but I want to get into the zone. I will do my best. I am going
to focus in probably more on aspects that will directly impact Southern Metropolitan Region, but we
know this significant investment across the state is going to benefit all Victorians, whether they live
in rural areas, whether they live in metropolitan areas or whether they live in regional areas. That is
what it is all about—it is about delivering for all Victorians. So if we look at the $163 million put aside
to purchase 10 new E-class trams and upgrade 10 Z-class trams, what I really love about that, apart
from the fact that I really love riding on trams because they are so accessible and easy to use, is that
we are also offsetting the energy with solar. We are thinking ahead. Not only are we delivering these
fabulous transport upgrades, improvements and overhauls but we are also looking to the sustainability
of our transport network.
Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Yes, and actually being able to meet our targets when we are looking at investment
in renewable energy but also tackling issues of climate change, so it is the whole picture that we are
factoring in. I am incredibly proud of that, and this is actually what enthused me to become part of this
government and why I worked so hard in the election—because I know that we prioritise the people
of Victoria but also their health and future and the future of the planet at the same time. So it is not
only the trams; it is how we power the trams and making sure that we can continue to do so in a
sustainable way into the future.
I note that there is $50.1 million, which has been mentioned already, but I do not think it hurts to
mention it again—somebody might have missed it the first time, and it is something to really
celebrate—to improve Victoria’s suburban and regional buses, connecting people to education and
work by filling gaps in the network.
Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Yes, it is fantastic, and it is critical. It is the most nimble and efficient way to be
able to address changes in our transport network, because whilst bus routes once may have served a
community very well, we are adapting and changing. We have got new roads and new greenfield sites
and so forth, so we have to adapt and change. We cannot leave the status quo with buses and services.
So our government has put real gutso behind it—yes, I said that: ‘gutso behind it’. I do not know if
that is a real word, but I am going to use that today.
Ms Garrett: I think it’s ‘gusto’, not ‘gutso’.
Ms TAYLOR: Gusto. Something did not sound right, did it? I will correct it. It is my own
language! Anyway, correcting that for the record, we are putting real money to ensure that we can
make the necessary changes so that we can continue to deliver and keep up what Victorians have come
to expect, because let us face it: the Andrews Labor government has set a very high benchmark, but
only because we know we will continue to work really, really hard to make sure that we sustain those
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high standards, and these will continue to be the expectation of the community for years to come. But
what is really great about it as well is that the community can actually see where the money is going.
They can see, ‘Yes, these funds have been allocated and I have been delivered services in return’, and
I think that is what accountability and transparency are all about. It is not just about saying, ‘Here’s
our nice budget’; it is about, ‘Okay, where does that go? What does that do for me?’.
We can see already with the very eloquent discussions we have had this morning and based on our
excellent track record that what we have promised will continue to be delivered, and I say ‘continued
to be delivered’ because obviously the previous Andrews Labor government also delivered on many
fabulous transport projects. The $350 000 for 32 free mobile phone charging bars was discussed.
Members interjecting.
Ms TAYLOR: This is a godsend; is it not a godsend? I am very relieved this has happened, not
only for the benefit of commuters but also for all the tourists coming to Victoria. We have an
exponential increase in tourists coming here. They have certain expectations, and they are fair and
reasonable expectations. They are on the go. This is about the people of Victoria but factoring in that
we are a modern city, we are a vibrant city, we are a cosmopolitan city, and we need to reflect that.
Ms Garrett: People want to come here.
Ms TAYLOR: They want to come here, exactly.
Ms Terpstra: They want to charge their mobile phones.
Ms TAYLOR: They do.
Ms Garrett: To tell everyone how great the city is.
Ms TAYLOR: That is exactly right. I know it is just incredibly convenient, because there is nothing
worse than getting caught when you have got perhaps some vital emails that you have to get through
or you might have to call someone in an emergency. You want your phone charged, and you want it
charged to the absolute nth degree to make sure that you can have that efficient communication.
It is not only that; it might be for students and it is also for people in business. You might have an
appointment in the city and you do not want your work to stop simply because you cannot get to a
charging point. Knowing that you can rely on this—that the government is investing in you, investing
in services which help support your business to be truly mobile—is thinking laterally as well. It is
adapting to the modern, cosmopolitan society that Melbourne is.
Now, much has been discussed about the Melbourne Airport rail link. Every city is different, so let me
be very careful—apples and oranges. I have experienced the airport rail link in Brisbane, and it is
fabulous, but, apples and oranges, let us be a bit careful about that. I think it goes without saying that
it is going to be an incredibly efficient way and a much easier way of getting people to and from our
very, very busy airport. As someone who used to look after the rights of union members who actually
protect our borders at the airports, I know just how busy those sites are, and the more efficient you can
get in terms of people getting in and out of those sites safely the better. This is really a very welcome
commitment and one that takes incredible courage.
That is the other thing that I really admire about our government: we are making the tough decisions.
Because it is one thing to say; it is another thing to deliver. I have absolute confidence that our
government will go the whole way, as far as it can in terms of who is elected and so forth, on these
projects. Let me just have a little caveat there.
Ms Garrett: Yes, keep delivering.
Ms TAYLOR: Yes, that’s right. With the Suburban Rail Loop, we know that this is the real deal,
and I know because I have actually visited one of the sites when they were actively drilling. The reason
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that they do this—I am not an engineer and that will be very apparent from the way I describe this
process—is they have to drill down deep and do a lot of site testing. I think it is actually hundreds of
sites that they have to test around Melbourne, testing the stability of the soil and other factors to make
sure that they select the right sites and they use the correct equipment and materials to make this a
really stable and strong structure into the future. It really excited me being able to see that happen. It
is happening here and now. I know a lot of people that say, ‘Oh, is it really going to happen?’. It will
happen. We are delivering. We have a fabulous record on delivering, and we will continue to do so. It
was very exciting for me to be there at that drilling site and know that this is the real deal—
Ms Shing: Thrilling drilling.
Ms TAYLOR: Thrilling drilling. That’s right!
Mr Meddick: With gusto.
Ms TAYLOR: That’s right, exactly. I know that this will be delivered and this will be welcome. It
was actually the site at Burwood where I visited the thrilling drilling—that is going to stay in my head
all day now, you know; it is in there, it is set. So that is really fabulous and very much needed. But it
is also what it will do for those major educational hubs and hospitals. I mean, I have not heard anyone
say, ‘No, please don’t deliver this for the Monash area. Please don’t deliver this for the hospital and
so forth. We don’t want those extra convenient services cutting through those middle-ring suburbs’.
Ms Garrett interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Well, that would be disappointing because I do not think it would reflect the will
of the people.
Ms Shing interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Well, from what I have witnessed and heard and from the data and so forth and the
consultations to date, I think it is most welcome for the community, and I look forward to seeing that
wonderful project delivered as well.
Another thing that brings me great pride is the removal of more level crossings. We have removed
29 level crossings already, and we are investing a further $6.6 billion to deliver our promise to remove
a total of 75 by 2025, cutting congestion and making our communities safer. I know myself just what
this brings to the community. I saw it with my own eyes actually on the weekend. I was attending a
bowls event, the opening of the bowls season. I christened it and well and truly overshot the green, but
that is an aside—a little bit too much gusto, exactly. One of the bowls members had said there were
all these fears and concerns. Was it gutso or gusto?
Ms Garrett: Gusto.
Ms TAYLOR: Gusto, that’s right. He was just saying how it was not only a welcome relief in
terms of the free flow of traffic but also that under the elevated rail he sees families walking and
playing, he sees kids playing basketball. Because it is so well lit, it means they can play quite late at
night. This is a great thing. Terrible fears and concerns did cross his mind, but he did not let them
dwell in his mind. I say this genuinely; I did not provoke him to say that. He just offered it.
Ms Shing: A lot of scaremongering has happened.
Ms TAYLOR: A lot of scaremongering. And he said, ‘I’m really pleased to see kids out—not on
the computer. They’re there playing basketball because it’s really convenient. They’ve got good
lighting. Parents are happy about it, and then they can actually squeeze in that dog walk at the end of
the day, knowing that area is well lit and that it is being very well’—what is the word? Not
frequented—
Ms Shing: Utilised.
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Ms TAYLOR: Utilised. That was a comfort for me, because as I said, I did not solicit the response
that he gave; I went there to talk about bowls. He said, ‘By the way, really thrilled about that’, and, ‘I
want you to tell Dan Andrews; I want you to pass that on to the Premier’. So I took a photo with him,
and I emailed the Premier because I wanted to deliver on my promise and to say, ‘I have passed this
on’, because he might have thought it was lip-service and I would just walk away. But I felt it came
from the heart, it came from his authentic witnessing, and there were 30 other people there and no-one
contradicted what he said.
Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: They do; they do love them for all the right reasons.
Ms Shing interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Well, that is the other thing. There was a lot of fearmongering about the fact that
property prices would crash, but we have seen quite the contrary.
Ms Shing: The sky did not fall.
Ms TAYLOR: The sky did not fall in. There was terrible, terrible congestion. People used to be
held up for 20 minutes at a time, driving them insane when they have got to get from A to B, get the
kids to school or whatever they were having to do at that moment. And let us just face it, it is damn
boring. Nobody wants to sit at a crossing for 20 minutes. And they cannot play on their phones,
because that is illegal, so there is nothing they can do other than perhaps listen to the radio.
Ms Terpstra: Look out the window.
Ms TAYLOR: Look out the window—that’s about it.
So really it is far preferable if that time can be cut and instead—
Ms Shing: And it’s safer.
Ms TAYLOR: Much safer, and that is something that often gets lost in these conversations
actually. One of the paramount drivers for the removal of the level crossings is safety, because we can
all have that panicky moment where we are running late and we think, ‘ Oh, I’ll just nudge it a bit; I’ll
just push it’. I myself have known people who have had terrible consequences as a result. So it also
brings me great comfort to know that by removing those level crossings we are making for much safer
commutes for Victorians around the state. I am very proud of these transport upgrades, overhauls and
commitments, and we will continue to deliver.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (11:06): I am, like all members on this side, really delighted to
contribute to the debate on this motion. It is going to be almost impossible for everybody to keep to
the 15 minutes. I think we need 15 hours, really, to talk about this.
It is telling, isn’t it, that you, Acting President Elasmar, the Honourable Gavin Jennings and I, and
Mr Melhem, who has now arrived, and I think Mr Finn across the chamber, are probably the only ones
present who were here after the 2010 election. Who could forget the four years after the 2010 election?
I think it is quite fitting that there is nobody on that side of the house apart from Mr Bernie Finn,
because that was pretty much what it was like between 2010 and 2014—nothing happened. It was
really absolute inertia. I remember as a new member coming in and having worked as an adviser
during the Bracks years how much work was done and how much effort was made in creating jobs
and on social activism and health delivery. When we look at our incredible precincts in Parkville, for
example, which I often talk about during my work—that vision and focus to create centres of
excellence to look after people and to make sure all sections of our community are lifted up was always
the vision of those years.
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Then we had those four years which I think for many people felt like a lot more than four years. I
remember that the then opposition leader, now Premier, Mr Andrews, got up of course in his first few
months and said, ‘Where’s the jobs plan? Where is the jobs plan from the Baillieu government?’. And
I remember Mr Baillieu spent a lot of time preparing what he called a families statement, which noone quite understood. We all love families. We are all part of a family, whether it is our own and we
have had children ourselves or are part of a broader family. It was very unclear what the purpose of
the families statement was. Who hates families? Nobody hates families, I would have thought. Instead
of focusing on a comprehensive jobs plan, we were focused on things like that. You would remember
that, Mr Jennings. It was an unusual effort in the first year. During that time, when we did not have
that focus, we had a lot of companies, including of course our car manufacturers, just up and leave
Victoria. Unemployment was rising. People just did not have a clear direction.
We get to 2014 and the very clear agenda taken to the election centred around our project delivery. At
its centre were jobs and all the attendant things that come with them—making sure that they are good
jobs, well-paid jobs, secure jobs, jobs that then involve a 10 per cent allocation for apprentices—and
of course the TAFE system. We want to talk about ‘gutso’ here. Well, tell you what, TAFE got very
skinny in those four years. There was not a lot of gutso around TAFE spending. In fact TAFE was put
on a very large diet—some may say a cruel diet—where it was not fed at all, and in fact meals were
taken off it in a very significant way. There were periods of starvation, and TAFEs were closed—no
food at all. We know the important links between these projects, which I will go on to talk about in
more detail. We are investing in our education system and particularly our TAFEs to make sure not
just that we are training young people but that we are retraining people who have lost their jobs or
have been made redundant, making sure that we have manufacturing centres of excellence and making
sure that we have teaching of manufacturing, engineering and STEM.
I am going to talk more about that, because this is a wideranging motion, but if you do not have that
vision which is encapsulated in this, if you do not have a plan that you then execute, the state and the
people in it languish and things do not happen. It is difficult, because we are a large community now.
Melbourne is a large city. What is it?
Ms Taylor: Gutso!
Ms GARRETT: It is a gutso city, Ms Taylor! Victoria is the fastest growing state in Australia, and
there are regions within Victoria in the west and the north that are the fastest growing communities in
Australia. What that means is you have got to provide options for those communities. You have got
to make sure they are able to get around, because it is crippling to be unable to get to work or to find
a job. Again, when we talk about these things, these require real vision, because not only do you want
people to get into the city, because there are a lot of people in the city now, but you also want people
to be able to move around easily within their own communities, of course you want them to be able to
be educated within their own communities and then you want them to be able to find jobs, often within
their own communities.
The creation of almost satellite cities within broader metropolitan Melbourne—again, that requires
vision. If we take sky rail as one of the clearest examples, there was a terrible scare campaign about
what sky rail would do—how it would divide communities, everything would be a disaster and
property prices would be terrible. It was just an unmitigated horror. And then we look at the reality of
that and what it has actually generated—the jobs and the cuts in transport times for people.
Regarding those new stations, for example, when you go to Frankston and you look at that new station,
what does that mean not just for commuters but for the community as a whole? There is great pride in
that station. It becomes safer. We have got the PSOs now not just at the stations but on the trains. What
a huge difference that makes. And for those rapidly growing communities, you are giving them the
transport and the services they not only need but of course deserve. But that requires a lot of
determination, because it is very easy to whip up these scare campaigns and it is very easy to say,
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‘These things won’t happen’, or, ‘How could you possibly do that?’, or to throw your hands up in the
air and do nothing, and again, that sort of inertia really costs the state.
We can look at the Metro Tunnel. I mean, that was four years of sitting on the hands. If we had started
that, if the then Baillieu-Napthine government had started that Metro Tunnel, well, it would almost be
finished now, wouldn’t it? But of course it was left to the Labor government and Premier Andrews to
make that a reality, again with lots of agitation and fear and, you know, stations and all of this drama.
This is now very much on its way to completion, and it will transform the way in which not just
Melburnians but Victorians are able to live—100 000 more people able to get into the city. But it is
not just about getting into the city and out of the city; it is about freeing up the entire network.
Let us just talk about the Suburban Rail Loop. Again, what a vision. Right? Because we do not want
to have everybody coming into the centre of the city all of the time. What we want is for people to be
able, if they choose, to live, work and travel within their own communities. And Melbourne is not
going to get smaller. Our regions are not getting smaller. People are pouring into Victoria, and why
wouldn’t they? It is culinary capital, a cultural capital and a beautiful place to live, wherever in Victoria
you find yourself. And the core vision of the Andrews Labor government has been to connect our
cities, our regions and our towns to make sure people get the best of where they choose to live.
Let us just touch on some of the projects. Let us talk about our suburban blitz, which is part of the
motion—and maybe I have had a broader vision for the motion, but I think that is well within the
words. I am sure Acting President Elasmar would have pulled me up and shut me up, as he is wont to
do if we wander off the train tracks. But let us talk again about train tracks, Mr Melhem. We are laying
tracks. We are building trains—I mean, the trains, the VLocity trains and the commitment to local
content and local jobs.
So it is not just about one narrow part of this story of transport. This is a story of the birth of jobs, of a
vision for getting people around, of communities and of backing in local manufacturers and companies
so that we are all part of this. It is about kids who do not want to go to university, who want a different
path, who want a good, strong Victorian certificate of applied learning and TAFE path. It is not just
offering that with top-quality facilities. And now I am right in—free TAFE. It is not just reopening the
TAFEs, it is not just pouring the money in but it is free TAFE for people. And that is not just about
jobs; it is also about pride. You are saying to kids, ‘That’s a great career path. Good on you. We’re
proud of you. You can make a career and a life, and you’ve got a well-paid job, a secure job, so that
you can then provide if you go on to have a family’. But if you slash TAFE, if you run TAFE down,
then it makes people feel they cannot achieve things or what they are achieving is not up to scratch,
and that is just not the Labor Party way.
You cannot just have this vision of transport infrastructure if you do not then have the people to work
on it and you do not have the skill sets that you need, and this is a growing conversation. But members
of this house know that things beget things. You do something, and it leads to other things. Of course,
if you do nothing, it leads to more nothing—in fact a bigger nothing, if you can have a bigger nothing.
I think my maths probably says you cannot have bigger than zero, but maybe you go into the negative.
Whatever. Anyway, it gets exponentially worse, whereas when you are committed, you put your
money where your mouth is. You put your vision on the heart. You lay the tarmac, you lay the tracks,
you lay the tramlines, you build the carriages. What you are doing is then creating even more jobs,
more opportunities. You have got more educational facilities.
What is so exciting is the Parkville medical precinct, which I mentioned at the beginning, which has
been a longstanding vision. Of course the Premier was a former minister for health and had a huge
role in realising those visions of the Comprehensive Cancer Centre and of the revamped Royal
Children’s Hospital—having that all in its own precinct. And you see that wherever we are going. We
are now the innovation hub of Australia. Our ecosystem, as they call it—which I think is a wonderful
use of phrase—our innovation ecosystem, is not just leading the nation but one of the great places of
the world. We are often in the same sentence as San Francisco or Tel Aviv because, once again, the
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Labor government had that vision—and that vision began in the Bracks-Brumby days and has been
absolutely carried through—that we wanted to be one of those centres of excellence. And we are
willing to not just talk about it but to deliver funds to stimulate the creation of that ecosystem, to create
policies and to make it attractive for people.
In my role as Parliamentary Secretary for Jobs I have come across many of these ecosystems: the
fintechs, the med techs, the food techs—all of these things, all the techs that Victoria is leading the
way in. And then when you talk to companies who are choosing to put their HQ in Melbourne, a lot
of them say, ‘Well, we ask our staff, “Where in Australia do you actually want to be based?”, and
increasingly they are saying Melbourne’. It ticks those boxes. It is an exciting, dynamic, growing,
international and cultural place.
None of that can happen if we do not allow people to get around. None of that can happen if people
are stuck in their homes, which brings me back to the motion. It is not just about creating transport for
transport’s sake, it is not just about creating jobs for jobs’ sake; it is about making sure that this city
lives and breathes and our regions live and breathe and our rural communities live and breathe and
people are able to get the absolute best out of where they choose to live. The way we are living is only
going to grow and change as we get more and more people here, as our technology advances, as more
people can work from home because of Skype and all the things that are going to come for it. We are
creating a new way of working, a new way of communicating, which means a lot of people can stay
closer to where they live and can work remotely, but all of that does not matter if you are trapped in a
suburb or trapped in a town and cannot get out.
I am incredibly proud of the vision of the Andrews Labor government, a vision that had its genesis of
course in the activist days of Bracks and Brumby but was articulated so very clearly in the lead-up to
the 2014 election. Every day from that successful election to the successful election in 2018 this
government has gone about actually doing it—actually laying the tracks, building the carriages and
laying the bitumen to change the way in which we can get around our beautiful state. I commend this
motion to the house.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (11:21): I also rise to speak on this motion. I was going to
speak on it earlier this morning, but I got the timing wrong. I knew I would get my opportunity again.
I want to echo the words of Ms Garrett, who eloquently described how this government is going about
doing its business in delivering again and again and again for Victorians. We were elected in 2014 on
a platform of doing things, of getting the state moving, of getting things done and of investing in
infrastructure to help mums and dads be able to travel in the morning and take the kids to school or go
to work without being held up at railway crossings or by congested roads and be able to get better
access to public transport. I was part of that, which was Project 10 000. That was an ambitious project.
A lot of people thought, ‘I think these people are dreaming. These people are dreaming about wanting
to go and remove all these level crossings. These people are dreaming about delivering all these
projects. Where are they going to find the money? Are they really going to deliver? Are they really
going to deliver on these commitments or is it just an election commitment and then when they get
into government they forget about it? Is it just a ploy to get elected?’. Guess what? This government
is led by Premier Daniel Andrews, who is well known for doing what he says he will do. He does
deliver on his commitments and we have delivered on every commitment we said we were going to
deliver in 2014, and we repeated the same thing in 2018.
The motion talks about a number of areas, mainly infrastructure investment and projects with a focus
on the 2019–20 budget. The suburban transport blitz—I know sometimes I hear on talkback radio
people getting annoyed about being held up or having to change the way they travel on public
transport. We decided to do things in the most efficient manner, for example, where it is important to
actually do a construction blitz for a week or two weeks, particularly during school holidays and offpeak times, trying to utilise the most efficient time. That means it has caused inconvenience for public
transport users, but 99 per cent of the people I speak to or even listen to on talkback shows on radio

MOTIONS
3130

Legislative Council

Thursday, 12 September 2019

understand why we are doing it. They are prepared to put up with the short-term pain for the mediumto-long-term gain. I think that is very important as we are delivering these projects in the most effective
and efficient way. Time is of the essence because we are playing catch-up after a number of years.
Melbourne has been in the last decade or so the most livable city in the world, although I know we
lost that ranking just a few weeks ago and have fallen to number two. It is still a great position to be
in, but there is a lot of pressure on our city and on our state with the significant growth in population.
That is why we have the unprecedented investment in infrastructure in Victoria. It is the biggest ever
in the history of the state. In fact what we are investing in Victoria is way, way beyond what the federal
government is investing for the whole country. I think just before the last federal election they were
looking at a $100 million investment in infrastructure for the whole country. We are investing that in
one state, and that is over a period of 10 years. I think that is a credit to the leadership of
Premier Andrews for basically having that commitment to actually invest in these big projects.
The North East Link I think is a project that is long overdue. It is $15.8 billion that will be spent on
that project to basically finally complete the ring-road, connecting the whole state. The West Gate
Freeway will now be connected with the Eastern Freeway, EastLink and then Peninsula Link, so
basically we complete that ring. It is probably not a perfect ring, but it is a ring—maybe it sort of has
to deviate a bit, but we are finally completing that project. It has been talked about for the last 20 or
25 years—well, we will finally finish that project.
Also, during the last four or five years we have completed the duplication or the extension of part of
the M80 between the Tullamarine Freeway and Bulla Road. That was a bottleneck. I remember I had
to go through that on most days in the early mornings or in the afternoon. That has finally been
completed. That was supposed to have been completed six or seven years ago but the previous
coalition state government decided to take the money and divert it to the never-never for the east–west
link. But when we first got in in 2014 we made sure that project was back on track, and we have
completed it. Now it does not matter what time of the day you travel, the traffic runs smoothly unless
there is an accident on that road. In the absence of any accidents or traffic hazards, travelling on the
M80 in that part of my electorate is now an easy way to travel in comparison to years ago.
Another part of Ms Stitt’s motion relates to the removal of level crossings. What a success that has
been. It is a project that probably should have been carried out 50 to 70 years ago. Nonetheless, we are
doing it. We have completed 30 and there are another 25 to go, and they are the 25 we committed to
as we went to the last election. It is part of the 2019–20 budget to go through them. The additional
25 level crossing removals sites are at: Argyle Avenue in Chelsea; Camms Road, Cranbourne;
Cardinia Road, Pakenham; Chelsea Road, Chelsea; Cramer Street, Preston; Evans Road, Lyndhurst;
Fitzgerald Road, Ardeer; Glen Huntly Road, Glen Huntly; Greens Road, Dandenong South;
McGregor Road, Pakenham; Main Street, Pakenham; Mont Albert Road, Mont Albert; and
Mt Derrimut Road, Deer Park, and the list goes on—Munro Street, Coburg; Murray Road, Preston;
Neerim Road, Glen Huntly; Oakover Road, Preston; Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing;
Racecourse Road, Pakenham; Reynard Street, Coburg; Robinsons Road, Deer Park; Station Street–
Gap Road, Sunbury; Swanpool Avenue, Chelsea; Union Road, Surrey Hills; and Webster Street,
Dandenong.
As you can see from the list they are all over the state; they are not specific to a particular electorate
or marginal electorate. It is about fixing the whole system and giving priority to the most dangerous
level crossings, and we are removing those. I am pleased that by 2025 most of the level crossings in
my electorate of Western Metro will have been removed, and that is a great thing.
That is in addition to the announcement as part of the current budget, the 2019–20 budget, of the
upgrade of the Sunbury line. That is going to be a huge improvement. Every single train station along
that line between Southern Cross station and Sunbury will be upgraded, and the line will be upgraded
to allow for the integration into the Metro loop when that is completed. You will not then need to look
at a timetable; you will be able to get a train from my electorate in the western suburbs to the city—
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you will just hop on and off. Every 2 minutes you will have a service. We will have an increased
service that people are able to access. People will be able to utilise the new high-capacity trains, which
will be ready to be rolled out by then, basically so you can go from Sunbury all the way to Pakenham.
You will be able to turn up, get on the train and off you go. They are the things we must do in order to
deal with the increase in population and to make sure Melbourne stays a livable city and that
Melbourne and Victoria are the city and state of choice. The upgrade to the Hurstbridge line is another
vital investment.
I want to turn, in my last 5 minutes, to talking about the Suburban Rail Loop and the Melbourne
Airport rail link. They are another two huge projects. We are looking at billions and billions of dollars
of investment. They are projects we must make sure happen for a number of reasons. For Melbourne
Airport the process has already commenced. I am pleased to see, for example, that Sunshine in my
electorate will be a major hub for the airport. There will be huge development in the Sunshine area
and in the western suburbs of Melbourne that will be essential for people going to the airport. They
will be able to use that hub to go to Geelong, to go to Warrnambool, to go to Ballarat and beyond and
to go to Bendigo and beyond. It will be the connection for the corridors to the Western District and
part of the northern district as well, if we count Bendigo and other areas.
I am pleased that it is going to create a huge opportunity for people in Sunshine and the surrounding
areas. Work on that project has commenced already, and hopefully it will be completed well before
the rest of the Suburban Rail Loop, which goes around the northern and eastern suburbs, to give
additional capacity to our public transport system and take the pressure off the city loop, so people are
able to travel from east to west via the north and south without having to go through the Metro loop.
The Melbourne Airport rail link will be integrated into the Suburban Rail Loop as well. There has
been some argument about whether you should just do an airport link directly from the airport to the
city, full stop. People can argue the benefit of that versus the downside, which is that you might not
have enough patronage to support it. That can be a never-ending argument. I think with the way the
project has been put together in conjunction with the federal government, hopefully we will come up
with the right solution to make sure it is a viable project and that it will provide the most efficient way
for our citizens to be able to use the system, including for going to the airport.
I will finish off on what Ms Garrett touched on, which is the local content and trainees as part of this.
It is great to have all these wonderful projects, investing tens of billions of dollars in infrastructure, but
you have to build them using local product, using local labour and providing young kids with an
opportunity to actually work on these projects.
I notice Minister Tierney is in the chamber. She is doing a fantastic job through the investment in the
TAFE system and making sure our young kids—our trainees and apprentices—have now got places
to go. As we mandated, these major projects have to allocate 10 per cent of the total labour pool to
apprentices and trainees. There is no point just sending kids to school and sending them to TAFE if
there is nowhere to go and find a job. Where are they going to do their practical work? Through the
leadership of Minister Tierney we mandated that the employers on these projects have to actually
provide 10 per cent of the total labour pool to apprentices and trainees and people from disadvantaged
backgrounds. That is a credit to our government’s belief in social responsibility and the responsibility
we have toward these people. We are not just talking about it; we are just actually doing it.
With those comments, I think the Andrews Labor government should be congratulated on the effort
they are putting in to make sure this state remains the state of choice. I have not touched on—I have
not got time—the investment in regional Victoria, which is second to none, and that is something the
government should be proud of. With those words, I commend the motion to the house.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (11:36): It is with I think unbridled joy and anticipation that I get to
my feet today to make a contribution which I hope will stand long in the minds of the public and
indeed this Parliament as it relates to suburban railway and public transport infrastructure and the
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large-scale movement of increasing numbers of people around Australia’s best city. And I say
Australia’s best city with good reason because, firstly, nobody has come up with any evidence to the
contrary and, secondly, because our Lord Mayor, Sally Capp, was pleased to confirm just this week
that Melbourne has in fact done it again. We have done it again with increasing numbers of people
coming to our city and being born here every week. We have a population explosion. We anticipate
an additional 4 million people to either come to the state or be born here between now and 2056.
Mr Hayes interjected.
Ms SHING: I see Mr Hayes is shaking his head. And now he is nodding his head, indicating that
he is pleased that I have picked up on the fact that he was shaking his head, because from a population
growth perspective this is in fact something which would cause him, from a party perspective—I am
very happy to be corrected if this is not the case—a significant degree of alarm. What we do need to
do, however, is to make sure that we mitigate the worst impacts of population growth, a phenomenon
which is occurring all the way around Australia and which is occurring around the world in fact but
which is occurring in a very concentrated fashion in Melbourne.
I would like to think that I have made a contribution to population control across this state by not
having children. In fact the fact that I am not a parent, apart from of animals, means that I would like
to be able to claim some moral high ground on this issue. I would also like to be able to claim some
moral high ground in the context of not living within the metropolitan epicentre and indeed only
coming to the city when and as I am required—for example, to be in this auspicious place or indeed
to be elsewhere in the metropolitan centre. For many people we will see increasingly a decentralised
approach to living and working, and this is where the transport infrastructure blitz really comes into
its own.
Not only are we seeing growth in the way in which large-scale infrastructure is being planned and
delivered, growth which is occurring at a rate that is three times larger than anything undertaken during
the era of former Premier Jeff Kennett, but we are also seeing that a record number of jobs are being
created as a consequence of this work, and we are setting ourselves up to best manage and mitigate
the challenges presented by large-scale population growth. We are also contributing to a more
considered design of the city, the metropolitan area, the peri-urban areas and indeed those regional
centres that form such a vital part of the state and its overall functions in industry, business, freight and
logistics, residential areas and defined and distinct community hubs that sit from here all the way out
through our rail corridors, through our road networks to the borders of surrounding states and to the
coastline that surrounds us to the south.
We do need to note that where we do not have investment in heavy and light rail and where we have
periods of neglect around new roads being built or roads being maintained, resurfaced, repaired or
upgraded, in fact things fall into disrepair very, very quickly, and we saw that under the previous
coalition government. We saw that the funding envelope that was available for road resurfacing,
maintenance and upgrade was much smaller. In regional areas in particular it was cut by 67 per cent
in 2014, and we saw that in fact we did not have infrastructure that was even within reach of keeping
pace with the growth in population and the demands placed on the system.
Since being elected in 2014 the Andrews government has made record investments to turn this around
and to make sure that we have record volumes of rolling stock being recorded—in the 2019–20 budget
I note that there is $163 million for new and upgraded trams—as well as make sure that we update
bike and pedestrian paths. There is $50 million to improve the bus network, as well as ongoing work
to make sure we can remove level crossings and transform the suburban rail network, with upgrades
of about $608 million to improve local suburban roads and $195 million for extra train services.
We also see that, in the job creation effort, this is something which is providing a very real benefit to
regional communities. I know that one example of this occurring is in Morwell, the wonderful town
that I am based in, in the Latrobe Valley, which is home to a new facility to support our high-capacity
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metro trains project with the assembly of traction and electrical auxiliary systems for that new fleet.
That is being provided by Times Electric Australia, which is a subsidiary of the largest rolling stock
manufacturer in the world, CRRC. Downer is working alongside Times Electric and CRRC to create
these new opportunities that have led to 25 extra jobs, including apprentices and trainees.
These extra jobs are part of being able to deliver traction and auxiliary systems for the new fleet close
to the highway network and close to the infrastructure path to get the systems down to Melbourne in
a timely fashion. This is emblematic of the sorts of things that are happening all over the state. We see
local content being prized and prioritised in a way that it has never been before. We see trainees and
apprentices being engaged in large and major projects over a certain value at record levels. We see
jobs being created through social enterprise and through the work associated with members of this
place, such as the now President, Mr Leane, who in the last term of government was an integral part
of making sure that social enterprise, new work opportunities, upskilling, traineeships and reskilling
programs could be delivered across the board.
One of the things that we need to make sure we continue to do is invest not just in people now and in
the work that they are doing but also in the sorts of connections which will be a key part of making
sure we have usable spaces. It is unfortunate that Mr Davis is not here for this part of the contribution,
because I want to touch on the fear campaign that Mr Davis was the chief architect of in the last
Parliament. I think that we had words like ‘monstrosity’. The ‘monstrosity of skyrail’ is something
which, if you look it up as a Boolean search term on the wonderful Parliament site for Hansard, you
will probably find. The ‘monstrosity of skyrail’, ‘the terrible skyrail’, ‘the horrible skyrail’, ‘the
devastating skyrail’ and ‘the atrocity that is skyrail’ are things that will come up very frequently as
search results, owned by Mr Davis.
He did his very best. You have got to give him points for trying. He made a very concerted effort to
convince the public that in fact not only was the sky falling in but the world would tilt inexorably on
its axis and cause the entire fabric of our social infrastructure to fall apart. And not only did this not
happen, but in fact what we saw was a boom in the value placed upon these locations as the level
crossings were removed. We saw an exponential increase in the way in which people were using and
enjoying these public spaces, an exponential increase in the ease and the convenience that was enjoyed
by motorists and passengers alike. We saw a great delight in the infrastructure achievements that took
shape as elevated rail cropped up in the Cranbourne-Dandenong corridor.
And some years on from the initial discussions and stakeholder consultations—which were
pockmarked with Mr Davis’s doomsday predictions about how we should all prepare for the end,
which was nigh, of quiet and peaceful enjoyment of those suburban locations because skyrail was
going to come along and ruin it all; we heard everything from issues about noise to issues about smell
to issues about proximity to issues about property values to issues about cost, to fanciful alternative
universes in which Mr Davis thought that it would be, in fact, impossible to run freight trains on this
particular part of the network and in which he also maintained that there was an opportunity to have a
tunnel, which defies the laws of physics given gas pipelines and other issues associated with this
established part of the Melbourne corridor—what we have seen, notwithstanding all of that and
probably much to Mr Davis’s enormous annoyance, is a vast success in these sorts of programs that
has resulted, in real terms, in people looking to the words of those like Mr Davis and in fact concluding
that politicians are idiots.
We heard time and time again from Mr Davis that nothing in the skyrail projects, nothing in the
elevated rail projects on the Cranbourne-Dandenong line could or would work, and people are living
and experiencing the exact opposite. So it is little wonder, isn’t it, that people think that politicians are
fools when we get those sorts of diatribes from someone like Mr Davis, who is now the Leader of the
Opposition. He is at the helm. He is driving the agenda; he is not really driving so much as idling
around ideas associated with opposition at every turn. And it really is an opportunity for Mr Davis to
get out his shoe phone every now and then, to make a couple of calls to headquarters and to try to get
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to the bottom of what the best opportunity might be to maintain that down is up and up is down. But
people are increasingly tired of this sort of bollocks, to be accurate about it. There is in fact always an
opportunity to do things well, to do things thoroughly and to do things with a minimum of fuss and
fanfare. And that is precisely what we have done.
Victorians are seeing every day and in so many ways infrastructure spring up which is going right to
the heart of sensible, considered planning and execution of the way in which we construct a metropolis.
Because this is what Melbourne is: we are now, in our spread, in our variety of services, in our diversity
and in our priorities, akin to other metropolises around the world.
This takes planning, it takes careful investment, it takes consultation, it takes significant funding and
it takes constructive partnerships—not just with industry, not just with unions, but also with other
jurisdictions. It has been so wonderful to see Prime Minister Scott Morrison really jump on the
bandwagon and become a member of the Andrews cheer squad when it comes to delivering on largescale infrastructure. Nobody could be more proud of the work that the Andrews government is doing
than Scott Morrison, and his investment in the work that we are doing here in Victoria speaks volumes.
If you want to look at where someone’s interests lie, look at where they are investing their resources.
At last we see that in Victoria from Mr Morrison. We are now receiving the benefit of Mr Morrison’s
admiration of the Labor Premier here. It has been described as a ‘bromance’, but I think ‘friends with
benefits’ might in fact be a better way of putting it, given that Mr Morrison is very, very happy to
provide those benefits to Victoria in exchange for the constructive, healthy and helpful relationship
that he now wants to cultivate and is working very hard to ensure in Victoria.
So these things go on. They go on in the real world in a way which makes real and tangible differences
to Victorians. There is always more to do. There is always more work to be done, and we are absolutely
determined to continue on with this work for as long as we have the opportunity and the privilege to
do so.
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (11:51): I too rise to speak on the motion that my
colleague Ms Stitt has moved relating to the Andrews Labor government’s achievements in the 2019–
20 budget. In my inaugural speech I spoke twice about removing traffic congestion and the importance
of the vital infrastructure that we need, including better roads and better public transport. I am a regular
user of public transport. I use trams, trains and buses, and at times it is frustrating. I try to use different
train lines. I try to use different train stations in my constituency, and I can see why people get
frustrated when they are using public transport.
I am proud of the Andrews Labor government. We made commitments prior to the 2014 and 2018
elections on infrastructure. We are delivering on those promises, and we are getting things done. The
work that we are doing for transport infrastructure is one of a kind in the history of infrastructure in
Victoria. I am really proud to talk about some of the major infrastructure projects.
Melbourne is Australia’s fastest growing city. In fact the number of transport trips made every single
day is expected to almost double by 2050. As a city that is continuing to grow, our transport system
must keep up. The Suburban Rail Loop will circle Melbourne’s suburbs, connecting communities with
jobs, schools, universities and the airport without having to travel into the CBD. Connecting every
major train line and with a connection to Melbourne Airport, the Suburban Rail Loop will transform
the way people travel around Melbourne. It will cut congestion across the entire transport network,
removing thousands of cars from our roads and thousands of passengers from existing rail services.
At the same time the loop will create more than 20 000 jobs during construction, with up to
2000 apprentices, trainees and cadets. This city-shaping project will complement the Melbourne
Airport rail and other infrastructure, and also the Metro Tunnel project already underway as part of
Victoria’s Big Build, while also providing new connections for communities in regional Victoria.
With 29 level crossings already gone for good, the Victorian budget 2019–20 invests a further
$6.6 billion to deliver on our promises to remove a total of 75 crossings by 2025, cutting congestion
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and making our communities safer. The Victorian government is removing 75 dangerous and
congested level crossings. The removal of level crossings will significantly improve safety for road
users and pedestrians; improve travel around our city for public transport users, pedestrians, cyclists
and drivers; create thousands of jobs during construction and help people get home safer and faster.
Planning and construction works are well underway at sites across Melbourne. In the west, level
crossings will be removed on the Werribee, Williamstown, Sunbury, Geelong and Ballarat lines. The
removal of the Old Geelong Road level crossing in Hoppers Crossing will be the fifth along the
Werribee line, leaving only three level crossings between Newport and Werribee stations, excluding
those on the Altona loop. The level crossing at Kororoit Creek Road in Williamstown North on the
Altona loop has already been removed, with level crossings still to be removed at Aviation Road in
Laverton and Werribee Street and Cherry Street in Werribee. Three crossings at Fitzgerald Road in
Ardeer and Robinsons Road and Mount Derrimut Road in Deer Park will be removed along the
Geelong and Ballarat lines. The removal of these level crossings will include the construction of a new
Deer Park station. This is part of an overall budget package worth $6.6 billion. An investment of
$2.1 billion will transform train services to Sunbury, upgrading every station along the line and
enabling the rollout of new high-capacity Metro trains. This will help cut travel times and provide for
an extra 113 000 passengers on the Sunbury line during peak periods. This is part of a $3.4 billion
package that will transform the entire suburban train network, delivering a massive upgrade to the
Sunbury line, stage 2 of the Hurstbridge line and duplication of the Cranbourne line.
Not only will we remove the level crossings, but we will also update the car parks, the train stations
and the roads. The Andrews Labor government committed to build more car parks at various train
stations. In Western Metropolitan Region we will build 400 new and upgraded car parks at Caroline
Springs station and 150 new and upgraded car parks at Deer Park station. The existing car parks at
both stations are often full by the morning peak, forcing commuters to park elsewhere and clogging
up nearby local streets. Delivering these new car parks will free up parking in neighbouring streets and
make it easier for more locals to catch the train. The projects will also include new lighting and CCTV
to make the stations safer.
Labor’s Car Parks for Commuters Fund will see 11 000 new and upgraded car parks being built at
some of the busiest metropolitan and regional train stations. With around 55 000 station spaces
currently across the state, the investment will see a 20 per cent bump in available parking. The updated
Aircraft station car park includes new lighting and CCTV. It will include 100 spaces at the train station.
Another upgrade will be at the Watergardens station car park, which will include new lighting, CCTV
and signage. Also, 1600 extra car parks will be provided across Wyndham Vale, Werribee,
Watergardens and Tarneit, with 579 spaces at Watergardens station. Furthermore, the Caroline
Springs car park will include 400 spaces at the Caroline Springs station. I can go on and on and on,
but I will just sit down.
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (11:59): I move:
That the debate be adjourned until later this day.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until later this day.
The PRESIDENT: Before we move on to question time and ministers statements, can I bring to
members’ attention that in the gallery we have the Speaker of the Western Australian Parliament,
Mr Peter Watson, and the Sergeant-at-Arms from the Western Australian Parliament, Dr Isla
Macphail. It is great to have them here. Peter is a staunch Collingwood supporter too, which—
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Sorry, Speaker, there was a bit of warmth at the start, and then less.
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
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Questions without notice and ministers statements
AUSTIN HOSPITAL
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:00): My question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, a $90 million rescue plan was submitted by Austin Health to address various funding
shortfalls and the replacement of equipment such as the clapped-out surgical instrument washers at
the Austin Hospital. Why did you not approve the rescue package requested by Austin Health?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:00): I welcome the opportunity to give the house an update on what has been happening at Austin
Health, because I am very concerned that the Leader of the Opposition is seeking to politicise this
matter and is seeking to scare patients, because he made some claims in the other place—
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Ms Crozier has got the call on a point of order.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, my question was very specific, and it does not give the
opportunity for the minister to deflect her inadequacy by attacking the opposition leader in the other
house. I ask you to bring her back to the very important substance of what this question is asking her.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, it makes it a bit difficult to accept Ms Crozier’s points
of order on these sorts of matters when as soon as the minister gets to her feet the politicised
interjections from those opposite begin and in fact continue for the entire duration of every question
which this minister is asked by Ms Crozier in the course of this week and indeed other weeks. It is a
bit hard to accept that at face value.
Mr Finn interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr Finn! There are a number of precedents that answers to questions
should not be used to attack the opposition, but in saying that I do also uphold Ms Shing’s point of
order that there is a lot of noise coming towards the minister as soon as she gets to her feet. Considering
she is 31 seconds into her answer, I call the minister back to the question.
Ms MIKAKOS: It is clear those opposite do not want to hear some actual, factual information
about these issues. I am very concerned that the Leader of the Opposition is seeking to scare patients
by making claims in the other place that there are potentially catastrophic consequences for patients,
despite the fact that Austin Health have said in their public statements, as I reiterated yesterday, that
the advice is that there is a negligible risk to patients of infection. That was put out by Austin Health
alerting the public and their patients to what has occurred in a very open and transparent manner, and
what we are seeing from the Leader of the Opposition is him seeking to scare patients unnecessarily.
I said yesterday that there will be a full investigation by Safer Care Victoria into these issues, but what
I will say in relation to funding is that we will not be lectured by those opposite, who were on the path
to privatising Austin Health.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, this is an extremely important issue. Austin Health
requested a $90 million rescue package, and my question was: why did the minister not approve that?
The PRESIDENT: I believe that the minister has been relevant to the question so far, so I call the
minister again.
Ms MIKAKOS: Since 2015–16 Austin Health have received more than $30 million for medical
equipment and engineering infrastructure upgrades. In terms of where our funding is up to for Austin
Health, they are receiving $727.2 million over the next year, $31.4 million more than the previous
12 months and 30.6 per cent more than when the coalition were last in government. We know that
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what the Liberals had in mind here was to sell off the Austin Hospital, and I was very proud to be part
of a Labor government that put an end to Jeff Kennett’s sell-off of the Austin Hospital.
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Minister! Before your point of order, Mr Davis, I think all in the
chamber accept that this is an important issue, so it would be great if the minister could actually get
some space to answer.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, this was a very specific question about one particular
rescue package and one particular application of the money. The question was very tight on that matter.
Now, the minister—and we are well towards the end of the response time—has not touched on that
package, has not mentioned the rescue package at all, not once.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, yet again as soon as the minister begins to talk you all
start yelling across the chamber and you stop listening. That is one of the great challenges in hearing
questions to this minister in particular—that there is not a sentence that can be gotten out before the
interjections begin—and on that basis you are inviting a broader canvassing of the issue.
The PRESIDENT: Ms Shing, please, could you address your point of order towards the Chair
rather than the opposition. I am having difficulty hearing the minister’s answer. As far as Mr Davis’s
point of order goes, I have tried my best to listen to the minister’s answer, and I believe she did go
through a number of different funding initiatives in answer to the question on funding of this particular
hospital, so I call the minister to continue her answer if she wants to.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I have in fact outlined the funding of Austin Health to the
house. I have indicated the funding for this year. I have also indicated the funding that the hospital
have received for medical equipment since we have been in government. I also make the point that
since we have been in government we have had a dedicated stream of funding. This is on top of the
record $2.5 billion of funding that we have provided in this year’s budget to run our hospitals. We
have provided a dedicated $60 million for medical equipment upgrades. So we will continue to
provide— (Time expired)
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:07): Thank you, Minister. I note that the minister
refused to or cannot—
Mr Ondarchie: Incompetent.
Ms CROZIER: or just incompetently does not understand the issue, but nevertheless, my
supplementary is: Minister, isn’t it a fact that, had your government not blown budgets on numerous
projects, vital equipment necessary for our health services, such as these surgical instrument washers,
could have been purchased, sparing hundreds and hundreds of Victorian patients and their families the
uncertainty that you have now placed them in due to them having their surgeries cancelled?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:08): As I explained to the house yesterday, I am very disappointed by what has happened at Austin
Health in recent days. I said yesterday that I did not think it was good enough. The focus that we are
putting into this is developing contingency plans for those patients and those families that are affected
by this situation. My department is working very closely to support Austin Health to ensure that
patients get the elective surgery that they need. Surgery has been occurring even in recent days.
Mr O’Brien falsely claimed that 20 theatres have been closed. There have been more than
100 operations that have occurred in recent days at Austin Hospital. Emergency and urgent surgery is
occurring, including transplant operations just this morning. I want to reiterate to those patients
affected that Safer Care Victoria will investigate this matter, and the advice that I have received to date
is that there is negligible risk— (Time expired)
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FLEMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:09): My question is for the Minister for Local
Government. Will the government allocate the $20 million required for the Moonee Valley City
Council to realise the capital works plan for the expansion of the Flemington Community Centre?
During the winter break I was welcomed on a tour of the 60-year-old centre with the mayor of Moonee
Valley, Cr Narelle Sharpe, and advocacy coordinator Meghan Hopper. The council has allocated
$40 million and is seeking $20 million in funding from the government. The centre welcomes
2000 people of all ages per week, including some of Melbourne’s most vulnerable families. A
community hub and a variety of affordable, creative and practical activities have been developed with
community groups and organisations. The upgrade of this space is well overdue.
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:10): I would like to thank the member for her question. This is in fact a matter for
the council themselves, as they have complete autonomy in their operational matters. However, I
would encourage councils, in making such decisions, to take into consideration their community’s
needs. I do not think there is a role here for the government at the moment; it is a matter for council
entirely. I am sure the council, in deciding whether to go ahead with this project, will be taking into
consideration their community’s feedback.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:11): I thank the minister for his response but do not
feel that it is adequate enough. Will the minister join me on a visit to the Flemington Community
Centre to see firsthand and to discuss the issues that they are experiencing? The hub requires space for
more services and activities needed by the community, including a community hall, multipurpose
community meeting spaces, co-working spaces, a community kitchen and a larger foyer, as well as
open space and improved landscaping, protection of the significant trees and accessible facilities. I
would welcome the minister and the local member meeting with me and council members at their
earliest point of availability, seeing that this government is currently doing plans for the Flemington
walk-up flats.
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:12): In all my ministerial portfolios I am happy to go everywhere and meet
anyone. I pride myself on being a very accessible minister, so I am happy to come out there with you.
In fact I issued an invitation to Mr Finn some months ago. He still has not got back to me about going
to Footscray. I am happy to go out. But I am not going to direct the council on how they should be
spending their money. I think they are better off consulting with their community on what they should
be investing in.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WORLDSKILLS COMPETITION
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (12:13): I rise to update the house on Australia’s performance at the recent WorldSkills
event in Russia, commonly known as the Olympics of skills and training. Recently our Australian
representatives, known as the Skillaroos, including three Victorians, returned home after finishing
eighth out of 63 competing countries. This is an outstanding achievement and represents an
improvement, from 10th to eighth, compared to the last WorldSkills event, in Abu Dhabi in 2017.
Four of Australia’s 15 Skillaroos returned home with medals, including one from Victoria, Patrick
Keating, a plumber from Bendigo Kangan Institute of TAFE. Patrick was awarded a bronze medal in
the plumbing and heating event after spending the last two years training and competing in regional
and national competitions to qualify for the 45th WorldSkills International competition. Patrick spent
15 to 20 hours a week training in the lead-up to the four-day competition—hard work that has certainly
paid off. His project included work on hot- and cold-water systems, heating pipes, gas and drain pipes,
as well as bending copper and stainless pipes.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Thursday, 12 September 2019

Legislative Council

3139

Our other Victorian Skillaroos—Paul Coon, a bricklayer from Federation University in Ballarat;
Andrew Brown, competing in cloud computing from Swinburne University; and Tom Neave, a Colacbased joiner from the Gordon—also performed exceptionally well. They were all awarded medallions
of excellence for scoring more than 700 points in their competitions. The next international
competition will be held in Shanghai in 2021, but regional and national competitions will begin to be
held later this year and next year. I would like to congratulate all of our Skillaroos and all of those that
supported them in what was a very successful WorldSkills for Australia and indeed for Victoria as well.
AUSTIN HEALTH
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:14): My question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, with over 500 surgeries being cancelled as a result of the crisis at the Austin Hospital, other
hospitals, such as the Northern Hospital, Warringal Private Hospital and others, have been asked to
assist. Hospitals across the state are already struggling with ballooning and hidden wait lists, so I ask:
what financial resources have been given to the Northern Hospital to cater specifically for this health
crisis?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:15): I firstly make the point to the member that the advice that I have is that about 300 surgeries
have been cancelled. It may well be the case that further surgeries are cancelled into next week, so I
am reluctant to confirm that number that the member has asserted. But I can reassure the house that
we are doing everything possible to support patients and families that are affected by these issues at
the Austin Hospital. This is why, as I explained to the house yesterday, the focus has been on
developing these contingency plans, working with other hospitals in our public hospital system as well
as private hospitals. Any elective surgery that is performed in a private hospital will be done so at no
cost to the patient involved.
Since I last spoke about this yesterday when I mentioned Warringal Private Hospital, I have been
further advised that St Vincent’s Private has also agreed to take patients affected by this issue, and my
department is looking at other options as well. It is not correct to say that all the patients affected by
this will be going to the Northern Hospital. We are very grateful to the Northern Hospital and all of
our hospitals for the support that they are offering the Austin at this particular time. But my department
is working with all the hospitals to make sure that they are able to respond to these particular issues.
As explained yesterday, five of the seven medical washers have now been able to come back on—
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, I have been listening for over 2 minutes to the
minister’s answer. My question was very specific. Again, it was related to what financial resources
have been given to the Northern Hospital, which she referred to in her answer to my question, to cater
specifically for this health crisis. That is the question I asked, and I would ask you to draw the minister
back to what I asked and provide the answer to the house.
The PRESIDENT: I have been listening to the minister as well, and I know she has been
responding around the Northern Hospital. I call her back to the question.
Ms MIKAKOS: The point that I make to the member is that she does not listen to the answers. I
made the point to her that it is not only the Northern Hospital that will be receiving patients. I have
just made that point to you. But I can advise the house that the Northern Hospital will receive
$521 million this year, and that is $201 million, or 62.8 per cent, more than they got from the coalition.
We are providing our hospitals with record funding—$2.5 billion in this year’s budget alone. I know
you do not like to look at the budget papers—
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, my question was very specific in relating to the
Northern Hospital, which the minister has referred to, in relation to one of those hospitals assisting
with this crisis. If she does not know the answer, then she could tell the house, ‘I don’t know’. But it
is very specific: what—
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Members interjecting.
Ms Crozier: Do you want me to say the question again? It is: what financial resources have you
specifically given—
Members interjecting.
Ms Crozier: You have gone off on a tangent again, Ms Mikakos. It is in relation to this crisis, not
what has gone on previously. You do not know.
The PRESIDENT: The minister has got 18 seconds if she wants them.
Ms MIKAKOS: What I can guarantee the house is that an Andrews Labor government will always
fund our public hospitals better than you will. You slashed and burnt. You ripped billions of dollars
out of hospitals. You went to war with nurses and paramedics. You privatised Mildura Base Hospital.
You had plans to sell off the Austin Hospital. We will always look after— (Time expired)
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:20): I note the inability of the minister to answer such
a basic question. Minister, what advice have you received as to the impact on the Austin Hospital in
paying for private surgery—and if it is not the Austin, who is?—in an environment where they, like
other networks across the state, are under enormous financial stress due to the Andrews government’s
inability to properly manage the Victorian budget?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:20): The Austin Hospital will not be paying for private patients. I have made it very clear that
patients will not be incurring any costs for going and having their surgery at a private hospital. We are
supporting our hospitals. This is with record funding this year, in huge contrast to what happened when
you were in charge, Ms Crozier and Mr Davis, when you slashed and burnt. You privatised hospitals.
People recall your record, Mr Davis. You of all people should keep pretty quiet when it comes to these
issues. We guarantee we will always support public patients and our public hospitals better than a
coalition government ever would.
RESERVOIR LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:21): My question is to the Minster for Small Business.
The level crossing in Reservoir—High Street and Spring Street and Broadway and Cheddar Road—
is currently under construction. It started in late November 2018, and I do agree: I am very pleased to
see it finally happening. But Reservoir traders were told by the Level Crossing Removal Project team
that their businesses would only be affected in short three- and four-day slots. However, four weeks
ago that changed, and High Street traffic was completely blocked from the Broadway and Edwardes
Street shopping strips and will be blocked until Christmas. They were given four weeks notice for a
four-month closure. The traders are already reporting a 75 per cent loss. Can the minister please tell
us what steps he is taking to ensure that these small businesses are not unduly affected by this
$250 million project?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:22): I would like to thank the member for her question. Firstly, if I can say at the
outset, what we have got here in the Big Build project are nation-building road and rail projects.
Members interjecting.
Mr SOMYUREK: Well, state-building. We have state- or nation-building projects that will be a
courageous investment by the government. These are investments that had to be made, and they have
been made. I have got to say, it is going to be good for Victoria as residents will be able to move
around town freely, and for small businesses it is going to be a boon because goods and services of
small businesses will be able to be moved around, which will mean cost efficiencies for small business,
which will mean improvements in productivity for small business, which will mean improvements in
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productivity for the entire state. So the Big Build project is fantastic not just for Victoria but for the
entire nation.
When you are creating such massive amounts of infrastructure—record levels of infrastructure—there
is going to be disruption. I have been disrupted. On the South Eastern Freeway I have been disrupted
coming into town, and I have not liked it. There will be disruption for small businesses because there
has just got to be. Now, our job is to minimise that disruption to small businesses, and that is what we
try to do. At the early stages of the design of these projects this government insisted that the
construction companies take into account and have a plan to minimise disruption to small businesses.
So all of these authorities have a range of protocols, and they have got a plan to make sure that
disruption is minimised.
Together with that we have got the small business commissioner, who is an advocate—we have
expanded her role and given her power to be an advocate—for small business. She is doing a fantastic
job getting in front of these construction companies as well and advocating for the small business
sector. We have also got the Small Business Mentoring Service, which is working with the small
business commissioner. The mentoring service might go out to these businesses that have been
disrupted, and the small business commissioner will then take their potential solution to the
construction companies, and largely these things have been resolved well for small business. So I am
very confident that all these authorities have got in place plans and protocols to ensure that the
disruption to small business is minimised.
The PRESIDENT: Ms Patten, before you ask your supplementary question, I noticed you were
trying to listen to the answer to the question that you asked, and it is very hard for you and me to hear
the answer when people on my left are being so robust. So maybe if they could give us the luxury of
listening to your supplementary question and the minister’s answer, that would be great.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:26): Thank you. I appreciate that, President. Minister,
it has caused considerable disruption, and there was no notice to these small businesses. We have got
a pizza shop delivery business that now cannot deliver hot pizzas because it takes 45 minutes to get
around. We have got businesses that ordered Halloween stock that cannot sell it, and they had no
notice of this. They need assistance. This is a $250 million project. There are 100 businesses that may
not be alive at the end of this project to take advantage of the nation-building project that this is. By
way of supplementary question: would you commit to meeting with the traders and discussing some
form of assistance, or would you coordinate a meeting with the small business commissioner and the
traders to see if we can find a solution to their problem?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:27): I thank the member for her question. I am confident that in creating the
protocols and the design of these projects they did all they could to ensure that the mechanisms were
in place to minimise disruption to small business, even though these are big, nation-building projects.
To the member asking the question, I say I am happy to take details and we will get the Small Business
Mentoring Service out there, and perhaps the small business commissioner might actually get out there
too. I am happy to do that.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: ROAD SAFETY
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:27): I would like to take the opportunity to update the house on
our government’s regional road safety forums. Over the last few weeks the government has held a
further four regional road safety forums as part of the ongoing work of listening to regional and rural
communities about this important issue. In August three forums were held in Sale, Geelong and
Portland, and earlier this month another was held in Bendigo. I attended the Sale and Portland events,
both wonderful events with lots of people coming to have their say. While each community has distinct
local road safety issues, there are common themes around education, the licensing of drivers, road
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conditions, speed and vehicle safety standards that continue to be raised. I am very grateful to all the
members of the community who have attended these; there were more than 100 at each of these
forums. Direct engagement with communities is so important in our discussion about road safety,
because it does take the entire community working together to achieve our goal of zero fatalities and
serious injuries on Victoria’s roads.
I will also take this opportunity to provide an update on another important community engagement
activity as part of Towards Zero, and that is the partnership of the Transport Accident Commission
(TAC) and Melbourne United and its historic preseason game against the Illawarra Hawks at the
fabulous new Ballarat basketball stadium on 13 September. This game is generating a huge amount of
excitement, with a potential sell-out crowd in this new facility. The TAC’s partnership with Melbourne
United means that direct engagement with our basketball community can occur on road safety. Much
like the recent Towards Zero round of football, Melbourne United has committed to one of its players
wearing the number zero on their jersey, reminding players and fans alike of our shared responsibility
in achieving zero fatalities and serious injuries on our roads. We all look forward to this preseason
game in Ballarat in coming— (Time expired)
AUSTIN HOSPITAL
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:30): My question is again to the Minister for Health.
Minister, prior to yesterday, when it became known that hundreds of surgeries would need to be
cancelled due to an equipment failure at the Austin Hospital, had the government specifically agreed
to fund any replacement of washing machines for surgical equipment for the Austin Hospital in the
past five years?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:30): What I have already explained to the member is that our government has provided dedicated
funding for medical equipment and engineering upgrades in each of our budgets since we have been
in office, and in fact in this year’s budget there is $60 million dedicated for these medical equipment
and engineering upgrades. This is quite separate to the $2.5 billion of operational funding, record
funding, that we have provided to our hospitals to take on more activity. We are seeing in fact Victorian
patients benefit from this, with the average time for people accessing elective surgery being the
quickest that we have ever seen. We are seeing more patients getting access to elective surgery as well.
We have provided dedicated funding, and what I can advise the member is that since we have been in
office Austin Health have received more than $30 million for medical equipment and engineering
infrastructure upgrades. We have also provided significant funding improvements since we have been
in office to Austin Health, a massive $727.2 million for this financial year, $31.4 million more than
the previous 12 months and 30.6 per cent more than when the coalition were last in office. So we are
providing Austin Health with significant funding to enable them to support patients in their
community, and we stand by supporting Austin Health.
We know that the Liberals had an agenda to privatise this hospital. We put a stop to that, and we have
made significant investments in that hospital, and we will continue to do so. We are standing by them
now and supporting them at this difficult time over the last few days. We have been supporting this
hospital, and my department is working with them very closely as the focus is on addressing—
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, I know the minister likes the sound of her own voice,
but this is specifically in relation to this important issue around: did you agree to provide any funding
for the replacement of this necessary washing machine equipment? I ask you to bring the minister
back to the specifics that I asked about in relation to this question, because she continues to avoid it.
The PRESIDENT: I do not uphold the point of order. I heard the minister from the start mention
funding for equipment and especially for a number of networks and this hospital. I do not know if the
minister wants to continue with her answer, but she has got 50 seconds.
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Ms MIKAKOS: I have made the point to the member. She knows full well that I have been the
minister now for just a few months. I have made the point to the member that since 2015–16, since
the Andrews Labor government has been in office, Austin Health have received more than $30 million
for medical equipment and engineering infrastructure upgrades. We continue to support Austin Health
with record budgets delivered in the budget this year and record budgets delivered in each budget. And
I am grateful for the work that Jill Hennessy did previously in our first term—record budgets for
hospitals in each and every year that we have been in office and a record $2.5 billion in this year.
Members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS: I suggest you actually have a look at the budget papers. I know it is something
that you are not familiar with.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:34): I note the minister failed to address the question
that I specifically asked around the funding for the replacement of washing machines for surgical
equipment for the Austin Hospital in the last five years, so the answer is no, clearly. So my
supplementary to the minister is: Minister, what advice have you received as to how many other
networks have surgical washing machines that have exceeded their life span?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:34): I have not received any such advice. The point that I would make to the member is that it is
not conclusive that the machinery had in fact expired. I heard the chief operating officer on radio
yesterday morning saying that the equipment was between eight and 10 years old—I know that you
have claimed other time periods—so these are issues that can be examined by Safer Care Victoria in
the fullness of time. The priority now is getting patients the surgeries that they need. That is what my
department is focused on in supporting Austin Health. That is what Austin Health is focused on:
making sure that they can get patients and families the support that they need across our public hospital
system—and into our private hospitals where that is necessary.
OFFENDER ELECTRONIC MONITORING
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (12:36): My question is to the Minister for Agriculture,
representing the Minister for Corrections. In Victoria electronic monitoring can be used for offenders
16 years and over. This form of deterrent not only is cost-effective but also reduces prison populations
and supports the reintegration of offenders back into the community. Electronic monitoring has also
been identified as leading to lower rates of recidivism, as offenders of lower level crimes are not
housed alongside more serious offenders. Electronic monitoring appears to be working well in
Victoria, so why can’t this technology also be utilised for those on bail and recidivist family violence
perpetrators to track their movements? With our unacceptable levels of domestic violence and violence
against women and children so prevalent in our society, it simply makes sense. My question: is the
minister able to provide any insight as to how electronic monitoring is currently used on high-risk
family violence and sex offenders in Victoria?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:36): I thank Mr Grimley for his question for Minister Carroll, and I will
endeavour to get an answer from him in due course.
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (12:37): Thank you, Minister. Further, what measures are the
government implementing to ensure that electronic monitoring is a viable option for the courts to
bestow on recidivist offenders?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:37): Thank you, Mr Grimley. I will pass that on to the minister.
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MINISTERS STATEMENTS: COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LOANS SCHEME
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:37): I am pleased to update the house on the new community infrastructure loans
scheme. I had the pleasure of visiting Bendigo Airport with the Treasurer last week to announce the
$100 million community infrastructure loans scheme, which will provide councils with access to lowinterest, government-guaranteed loans. Our AAA credit rating means that the state can borrow money
at much cheaper rates than commercially available. This scheme will use that borrowing power to help
councils get access to low-interest finance, making significant community infrastructure projects
financially feasible.
In addition, participating councils will receive an interest subsidy from the government that will further
reduce the costs of borrowing. Councils will be able to apply for loans of between $500 000 and
$10 million, which will be managed by the Treasury Corporation of Victoria. Victorian councils are
responsible for over $102 billion of public assets and spend around $2.2 billion each year on this
infrastructure. This new program is a recognition of the need for continued investment in community
infrastructure by councils across Victoria and has been welcomed, especially by Regional Cities Victoria.
PRIMARY CARE PARTNERSHIPS
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:38): My question is again to the Minister for Health.
Yesterday the statewide chair of Victorian Primary Care Partnerships, Kevin Feeney, called on you to:
… commit to continuing Primary Care Partnerships’ modest funding for the benefit of all Victorians.

Minister, this is now the sixth time we have asked. Will you commit to continuing the existing funding
for Victoria’s primary care partnerships (PCPs) in 2020 and beyond, yes or no?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:39): I thank the member for her question. She is coming back to an issue that she asked me about
earlier this week. We have covered this issue. I ran out of time last night because there were some of
us on this side of the chamber that were very happy to go to a joint sitting—we know that those
opposite were not so happy to go to this joint sitting—so I was not able to respond as fulsomely to
some of the adjournment matters as I would have liked. I certainly was very unhappy to be lectured
by Mr Finn about family violence issues when we know that those opposite called the Royal
Commission into Family Violence a lawyers picnic. We on this side of the house provided $2.7 billion
of funding for family violence.
The PRESIDENT: Minister, please.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President—I think you anticipated me in relation to my point of
order—could you please ask the minister to come back to the specifics of my question and not wander
off into other areas?
The PRESIDENT: I uphold the point of order and ask the minister to come back to the question.
Ms MIKAKOS: It is very clear that those opposite do not like to actually receive answers to the
questions that they put, but it is important that I do correct the record because we had a number of
claims being made yesterday by members opposite in the context of raising the issue of primary care
partnerships. As I said, regretfully we did run out of time and I was very happy to assist members to
get to that joint sitting, but as I have already—
Mr Jennings: That’s not how we felt at the time!
Ms MIKAKOS: I was very happy to assist members to attend the joint sitting, even though those
opposite were less willing participants in that joint sitting.
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As I have explained to the member previously, we have provided record funding to our health services.
Members opposite were running a narrative yesterday of cuts. It is a claim that I categorically reject.
Clearly they were not even listening to what the Premier was saying in question time around these
issues when he said there would be no cuts to health. So I make the point to those opposite that we are
making the investment and making sure that patients get the support that they need for direct clinical
care through this record funding.
As I have said to the member, there has been no decision made about primary care partnerships, but
we are making sure that we are looking right across the board to ensure that every taxpayer dollar is
invested in priority areas, particularly with a focus on ensuring that patients get access to clinical care.
This is why we are putting $2.5 billion in to run our hospitals and $3.8 billion in a pipeline of
infrastructure works. We are making the investment that is necessary into a world-class healthcare
system in Victoria.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:43): Clearly I was listening intently to the minister’s
answer, where she did not commit to ongoing funding. I do not know how you can say there is record
funding in PCPs when there is no funding at all, but nevertheless my supplementary is: Minister, in
your written response to me, which you just referred to, yesterday you claimed, and I quote:
No decisions have been made about primary care partnerships.

So I ask: how can that statement be factual given your own colleagues claim your recent
recommendation taken to cabinet was to defund the partnership platform?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:43): I reiterate to the member that there has been no decision made about primary care
partnerships. The member likes to go out and peddle all sorts of misinformation to the community.
We know that she will claim white is black. She continues on one day to claim that there are cuts, and
then 10 minutes later she will say we are spending too much and wasting money. She has not quite
worked out what her narrative is yet, but what I would say to her and to the Victorian community is
that a Labor government, the Andrews Labor government, will always—guaranteed—invest more
money into health than the coalition ever will.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Before I call Mr Meddick I want to—
Mr Davis: President—
The PRESIDENT: Can I do this bit?
Mr Davis: This relates to the question.
The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis, on a point of order?
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:44): No. I move:
That the four questions asked of Ms Mikakos be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

The PRESIDENT: You can move that the minister’s previous answer be taken note of on the next
day of meeting. I do not know that you can have multiple goes at it.
Mr DAVIS: And the earlier three questions as well.
The PRESIDENT: The only way you might be able to achieve that, Mr Davis, is if you seek leave
to move it.
Dr Cumming: On a point of order, President, is this question time or notice of motion time?
The PRESIDENT: A couple of things, Dr Cumming: I did not call you when you called for a point
of order, and I think you know the answer to the point of order.
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Mr DAVIS: I desire to move, by leave:
That all four questions be debated on the next day of meeting.

Leave refused.
The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis, you can move that the minister’s most recent answer be considered
on the next day of meeting.
Mr DAVIS: I move:
That the minister’s answer be considered on the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis distracted me then, and I wanted to do something very important—
not that that was not important; I apologise. We have a former member of this chamber, a very popular
former member of this chamber, in the gallery, Mr Peter Hall.
WILDLIFE CORRIDORS
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (12:46): My question is for the Minister for Roads. Urban
development and infrastructure pose huge risks to wildlife, often resulting in injury or death.
Queensland has had great success by integrating wildlife care with infrastructure and development
through the work of Griffith University’s professor of urban ecology, Darryl Jones. Wildlife tunnels
and bridges can prevent wildlife from the negative impacts of our roads and minimise the risk to people
from motor vehicle accidents involving wildlife. Will the minister consider introducing these corridors
in future planning as a fundamental part of planning any road infrastructure?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:47): I thank Mr Meddick for his question and his interest in
wildlife safety on and around our road network. Our government does certainly recognise the deep
and widespread community concern for animal welfare and biodiversity conservation in our transport
corridors, in addition to the road safety risks, of course, of wildlife-vehicle collisions. Despite many
decades of research on this question, preventing roadkill remains an enormous and complex challenge.
But I am pleased to indicate to the house, and through you, President, to Mr Meddick, that my
department considers wildlife impacts during the planning stage of all road projects through ecological
and fauna investigations. These inform road design and mitigation measures for all national, and some
state, threatened species. Wherever practical, this is extended to other native species as well.
My department has implemented several fauna crossings across the state. For example, wildlife
exclusion fencing, bridge and culvert underpasses and rope bridges were installed along the Calder
Freeway, between Macedon and Ravenswood. This included the Slaty Creek wildlife underpass at
Black Forest, which is used by more than 100 species of animals and birds, and rope ladders and single
rope crossings as part of the Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Road and Eltham-Yarra Glen Road safety
barrier project. In East and West Gippsland, a range of culverts have been installed for the long-footed
potoroo, the long-nosed potoroo and the southern brown bandicoot.
Our department continues to work closely with others to understand concerns and best practices in this
area. We welcome feedback from the community and indeed welcome the opportunity for further
dialogue with Mr Meddick. In demonstrating this commitment, VicRoads was the principal sponsor
of the third Australasian Network for Ecology and Transportation conference last year, a conference
that brought together experts from industry, academia, government, infrastructure and the community
to share knowledge of best practice in respect of these matters. VicRoads has also worked with
Wildlife Victoria to import wildlife death and injury records, which is really important record keeping.
It enables mapping to assist in planning and prioritising different responses to minimise the impact.
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MINISTERS STATEMENTS: SHADE GRANTS
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:50): I rise to update the house on a very exciting announcement, and that is the opening of round 4
of the school and community shade grants programs. Earlier this month I visited the White Hills
Primary School in Bendigo, which was a recipient of round 3 of the school shade grants program, and
saw firsthand our schoolkids enjoying the outdoors whilst also being protected from harmful UV rays.
Australia has the highest rates of skin cancer in the world, with two in three people diagnosed by the
age of 70. In 2017 melanoma was the fourth most common cancer in Victoria, but we know that it is
also one of the most preventable. That is why as part of our $15.1 million SunSmart election
commitment, which we fully funded in this year’s state budget, the Andrews Labor government is
giving a big $10 million boost to the shade grants program. This will pave the way for more than
800 schools and community groups to install shade over the next four years. Schools are able to apply
for a grant of up to $25 000 and community organisations for a grant of up to $50 000. Shade
structures, we know, are the best defence from dangerous UV rays but should also be used alongside
other sun protection measures, such as sunscreen and protective clothing, which is why as part of the
boost schools and community groups will also be able to share in $2 million for other protective
measures, such as sunhats and sunscreen.
In the first three rounds 1000 schools and groups have already received grants to provide shade and
sun protection to kids in the community. We know that kids, like the ones at White Hills Primary
School, are getting the protection they need and are able to enjoy the great outdoors. We encourage
more schools and community groups to follow suit and apply for these grants as well. I thank
Ms Vaghela for her interest last night in raising this matter with me on the adjournment. Due to the
time limitations that I referred to earlier, I was not able to give her a very expansive answer to this
matter, because I know Ms Vaghela wanted to go to the joint sitting. Our government is supporting
the Victorian Cancer Plan 2016–2020. We have a target to halve preventable cancer— (Time expired)
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (12:52): As far as today’s questions go, I want to thank Minister Symes for
committing to get Mr Grimley written responses according to the standing orders from the Minister
for Corrections. I will ask Minister Mikakos if she could supply Ms Crozier with answers to the
substantive question, the last question, Ms Crozier asked about primary care partnerships and also a
written response to the second question Ms Crozier asked, the substantive question, as well.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, thank you very much for asking the minister to have
those questions reinstated. I ask that the first question, both the substantive and supplementary, also
be reinstated.
The PRESIDENT: I did at the time believe, Ms Crozier, that she was responsive, but I will commit
to reviewing those, and I will endeavour to get back to the chamber in the next couple of hours.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:53): There are two written
responses to questions on notice: 402, 668.
Constituency questions
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (12:53): My constituency question is to the Minister for Local
Government. The Gap Road Medical Centre in Sunbury has for some years been trying to get Hume
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City Council to fix the nature strip at its Ligar Street entrance. So keen has the centre been to have the
nature strip brought up to scratch, it has even offered to pay for the necessary works if only the Hume
council would let it. Sadly to this point Hume council has refused to come to the party. Given the
dangers posed to elderly and infirm patients by what passes as a nature strip, the council’s refusal to
carry out the much-needed works is, to say the least, bewildering. Minister, Hume council has failed
in its responsibility to the Gap Road Medical Centre and to the centre’s patients. Will the minister
personally intervene to remind Hume City Council that it should do its job?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (12:54): My constituency question is for the Premier and relates
to the Shepparton Education Plan that will see the closure of the four existing public secondary schools
in Shepparton and Mooroopna in order to build one giant super-school designed to house
3000 students. The Premier has boasted of the extensive consultation that the government claim to
have carried out with the Greater Shepparton community prior to this decision being made. He also
openly stated that he is willing to meet with parents, students and teachers to discuss their concerns
regarding the planned so-called super-school. Both of these claims by the Premier are simply untrue.
The government’s own website shows that only around 685 people, or approximately 1 per cent of the
Greater Shepparton population, were consulted on the plan. The Premier also refuses to respond to
parents’ requests to meet and discuss their many concerns around the super-school. Premier, will you
follow through on your promise and travel to Shepparton and meet with community members to hear
their legitimate concerns around the Shepparton Education Plan?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:55): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure in the other place. Minister, what is in place to ensure my community are
genuinely and properly consulted regarding the proposed level crossing removals in Williamstown
and the two in Werribee? A number of individuals and community groups have contacted my office
and met with me, and I have seen flyers and been handed flyers in my local supermarket. They do not
feel they are being genuinely and properly consulted regarding these significant transport
infrastructure projects and have concerns with how ongoing communication will be handled. Clear
communication of this project proposal, and its unfolding, in addition to better understanding and
consideration of the expectations, needs and wants of the community stakeholders, is required.
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (12:56): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure and concerns the compulsory acquisition of 61 hectares of a Waurn Ponds
farm by Rail Projects Victoria. Key transport infrastructure projects are absolutely necessary in Western
Victoria Region, but the state government and its departments should take as much care as possible to
ensure that public acquisitions of land are not an impediment to agricultural businesses or detrimental
to local communities. The compulsory acquisition of the Larcombe family’s Waurn Ponds property
will slice one of Victoria’s oldest farms in two, which may render it unviable as a working agricultural
enterprise, as paddocks will be separated from the farm’s homestead and sheds. The City of Greater
Geelong has voted unanimously to request that the state government review all available site options
to preserve this historic farm, including the preferable 260-hectare Boral property located directly east
of the farm. My question is: will the minister override her department and request that the Minister for
Planning deny Rail Projects Victoria’s request for a public acquisition overlay on this farm?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (12:58): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Regional Development and is about the wellbeing of the people of the town of Tongala, in my
electorate. It follows Nestlé’s announcement on 28 August of its plans to close its factory in Tongala
and to progressively shift overseas all the manufacturing currently undertaken there. That decision will
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ultimately lead to 106 local people being made redundant. As the minister will know, the
announcement by Nestlé comes in the midst of Tongala’s continued exposure to many ongoing and
severe difficulties being caused by the downturns in the dairy industry. I ask the minister: what actions
is the government taking, and/or will it take, to directly assist the people of Tongala to adjust to and
overcome these very serious challenges to the town’s growth and development?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:58): My constituency question is to the Minister for Agriculture.
This year foresters have suffered numerous instances of illegal activists disrupting lawful business
operations in VicForests timber coupes. Family-owned operators from Orbost through to Kinglake
have had equipment sabotaged, with workers having to sit idle. The Robins family have lost two weeks
in May due to a tree sit in a Noojee coupe, and the Meyer logging family have lost more than a month’s
work due to protesters. The lack of industry support from this government is outrageous. I have asked
repeatedly for the minister to intervene, and at one stage her response, in terms of the lack of action,
was in relation to the initial safety for authorised officers. Now, people up in a tree sit are not exactly
pick-and-axe-type people, and that answer is ridiculous and unacceptable. There are laws and penalties
to deal with such protesters. Why isn’t the minister enforcing such actions and laws to protect our lawabiding timber contractors?
SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:59): My question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. Earlier this year I had the pleasure of taking a tour of the Alex
Fraser Group’s recycling facility in Clarinda. Having driven past it several times and seeing nothing
but a tree-lined property, I was surprised to find that within the gates was a comprehensive recycling
facility taking in concrete, glass and construction material and reprocessing it back into materials for
roads and government infrastructure projects. However, the facility may be at risk, with Kingston City
Council considering an application to extend their permit. Whilst we are still in the midst of a recycling
crisis, the closure of this facility would mean 1 million tonnes per annum of construction material
going to landfill and require a new quarry to provide material for the government’s infrastructure
projects. My question for the minister is: what is being done to secure the continued operation of the
Alex Fraser Group’s Clarinda recycling facility?
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (13:00): My constituency question today is for the
Treasurer. Residents in my electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region are concerned about the weight
of land tax bearing down on them by this high-taxing government. Mums and dads are the backbone
of the north’s rental market. In places like Brunswick, Carlton and Coburg land tax is pushing rents
through the roof, adding to people’s cost-of-living pressures. There are families in Melbourne’s north
who have purchased land in northern growth corridors like Craigieburn, Wollert and South Morang
with the plan to build a house later on that land when they can afford it. But as they save for the
building stage, they are being held back by land tax. The amount of land tax the Andrews Labor
government has collected has almost doubled since it was elected. Valuations were last undertaken
during times of highly inflated market prices, but with the market now easing, my question for the
Treasurer is: will valuations in the Northern Metropolitan Region for property be based on today’s
values in this easing property market?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (13:01): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure. I refer to comments this week by freeway design expert Andrew O’Brien that
the planned widening of the Eastern Freeway is so extreme that it is not just a Rolls Royce but a goldplated Rolls Royce and that it will create chronic queuing at the Eastern Freeway’s city exit, unless
the east–west link is also built, which might capture the interest of some inner-city Labor MPs. I ask:
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will the minister examine the detailed, alternative design by O’Brien Traffic for the North East Link,
which has been prepared at the request of the Boroondara, Banyule and Whitehorse councils and has
been favourably received by the Residents United Against North East Link Option A? This alternative
appears to reduce the appalling impacts of the government’s model on vegetation, tree cover and open
space while achieving a connection between the ring road and the Eastern Freeway.
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:02): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Roads and concerns the upgrades proposed for Fitzsimons Lane. Fitzsimons Lane is carrying an
increasing amount of traffic, bringing cars from the north-east, particularly from the electorates of
Eltham, Jagajaga and so forth, into the eastern suburbs and connecting up at the Eastern Freeway and
indeed other roads that take those vehicles south and east as well as west. Now, the project to upgrade
Fitzsimons Lane is actually one that is supported by both the Banyule and Nillumbik councils and
would generally have community support. However, there is concern about the lack of consultation
on the details of this project, which in fact could impinge on some, environmentally, very significant
areas along Fitzsimons Lane. At this stage the government does not seem to be prepared to get
involved. Can I get the minister to actually have a look at improvements in community consultation?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:04): My constituency question
is for the attention of the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and Minister for Solar
Homes. She needs, in my view, to review the rules and I am asking her: will she review the rules and
consider some discretion in the case I am about to outline? This relates to solar installation, and I am
reading here from a Glen Iris resident, Mr Kosidlo—in Nerissa Street, Glen Iris—and he said:
Last fin. year the process of obtaining a subsidy needed to start with customer applying for rebate to Solar
Vic. My solar system was installed at the end of April 19 by installer Sunterra. I have check my eligibility
and prepared all required documents, incl. Provider statement … However, I couldn’t apply at the end of
April because the subsidy scheme was suspended on 12 April … Following the phone conversation with
Solar Vic … I was told to wait till new financial year …

The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis, your time has expired. Did you ask the question?
Mr DAVIS: Yes, I did.
Sitting suspended 1.05 pm until 2.13 pm.
Bills
OWNER DRIVERS AND FORESTRY CONTRACTORS AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms PULFORD:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:14): I rise to speak on the Owner Drivers and Forestry
Contractors Amendment Bill 2019. I am a proud professional driver—I may have mentioned this
previously. I drove cabs, my dad drove cabs, my uncle was a London cab driver and my sons-in-law
are both professional drivers. I support this bill because it will ensure owner-drivers and forestry
contractors will no longer be so vulnerable to exploitation or forced into unsafe practices by economic
pressures down the supply chain. The new rules will prevent unsafe driving by ensuring that these
drivers and contractors do not have to work ridiculously long and dangerous hours simply to provide
for their families.
The taxi industry has seen the effects of an international wage-stealing software app masquerading as
a legitimate taxi company. We have seen what happened when this company and others like it kicked
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down the door of regulations. Because there are no minimum rates legislated in the taxi industry, Uber
was able to undercut and decimate the taxi industry. All workers have a right to be protected by law
from those breaking the law. As we have seen in the taxi industry, foreign rideshare companies
compete for work, and a lack of regulation means undercutting is rife, and this system only rewards
those who break the law. Operators have a right to be protected from the enduring pressure and
exploitation that puts them and other road users at risk.
This bill will give more detailed cost and income information for owner-drivers and forestry
contractors in the tendering and hiring process and show them a comparable hourly rate from which
they can assess the real worth of their contract. This is precisely what we need, rather than allowing
abuses to enter this industry before it is too late to stop them. I am concerned that Uber Freight is
knocking at our door. It is yet another shiny app to match drivers and cargo, and if they use the same
tactics as their commercial passenger services they will seek to undercut and exploit their ownerdrivers to gain advantage. I believe that setting minimum rates is also an important step in the push to
secure safe rates across the whole transport industry including the commercial passenger sector, but I
will have more to say about that at a later stage.
Moreover, this bill will give owner-drivers and their families the fairness and income safety required
to do their jobs. It puts the onus on hirers to pay fair rates that will ensure thousands of owner-drivers
and forestry contract workers will receive a living wage. While I am in this place I will strive to ensure
fairness in transport matters, no matter which industry they work in. I support this bill.
Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitan) (14:17): I am pleased to rise in support of this bill today.
I am supporting this bill because it will enact much-needed reforms to the Owner Drivers and Forestry
Contractors Act 2005 that are fair, balanced and logical. Anyone who is well-versed in the needs of
this industry, with knowledge of the situations faced by forestry contractors and owner-drivers, will
invariably reach the same conclusion.
This bill is the most recent example of this government’s commitment to leading Victoria with fair
and equitable policy aimed at ensuring a prosperous future for our great state. After extensive
consultation with employers, owner-drivers, industry groups and unions and after a public submission
process, this bill has been framed to address and accommodate the realities of an industry that has
changed considerably over the 14 years since the act was passed in 2005. It takes into account the fact
that this industry will change further still—as the previous speaker, Mr Barton, alluded to—in the
years to come, and it is designed to give people operating in this industry the tools they need to succeed
in an industry that is evolving.
As industries constantly change, as technology changes in ways both predictable and unpredictable
and as the nature of work and of business is in a state of flux, it is vital that legislation is updated to
reflect these changes and to accommodate them. In 2016 the Department of Economic Development,
Jobs, Transport and Resources undertook a review of the industry aimed at identifying improvements
to the position of owner-drivers and forestry contractors. These are hardworking Victorians striking
out on their own terms to earn a living for themselves while driving the Victorian economy forward.
We seek to do this while still ensuring that small businesses are able to operate in a fair and competitive
environment. The review also considered the recommendations of the Victorian labour hire and
insecure work inquiry, the relevant recommendation being reflected in this bill.
The review which led to this bill was created to produce the best outcome for the industry. As those
familiar with this legislation will know, the act in its current form mandates various obligations
towards those hiring owner-drivers and forestry contractors, but right now there exists no legal
mechanism for the enforcement of those obligations—which is to say there is no penalty for failing to
comply with the law.
This bill not only creates the necessary structure of penalties to ensure that those obligations, which
are necessary to ensure the health and fairness of the industry, are actually complied with but also
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further protects the owner-drivers and forestry contractors from various adverse situations arising from
non-compliance on the part of the hirer. The further purposes of this bill, to quote the explanatory
memorandum, are to promote:
•

best practice in the transport and forestry industries in relation to the engagement of owner drivers and
forestry contractors; and

•

education and training for owner drivers and forestry contractors.

So anyone contemplating opposition to these reforms is opposing best practice within the forestry and
transport industry and the fair and good-faith engagement of owner-drivers and forestry contractors
and is opposing the notion that owner-drivers and forestry contractors should have a right to proper
information needed to operate when they are hired to do so.
This bill will impose an obligation on a hirer to provide a contractor with an information booklet at
least three days prior to an engagement when the engagement is 30 days or more or 30 days within a
three-month period. Currently failure to comply carries no penalty. This bill mandates a fine of
25 penalty units for body corporates and 5 penalty units for other cases.
For tip truck drivers, a hirer is similarly required to give an information booklet at least three days
prior to the engagement of their contract and, similarly, failure to comply currently carries no penalty.
This bill will also impose a fine for non-compliance in relation to this of 25 penalty units for a body
corporate and 5 penalty units for other cases.
Further still, if the hirer were to undertake a tender process for the engagement of a contractor, the
contractor must be given an information booklet at least three days before the tender is lodged. Again,
failure to comply currently carries no penalty. Under this proposal it would carry a penalty of
25 penalty units for a body corporate and five for other cases.
Other enforceable obligations imposed upon hirers include the providing of applicable rates and cost
schedules, which are to be provided at least three business days before the hirer engages the contractor.
This obligation applies similarly to contractors engaged by a hirer through a freight broker, which has
had its definition clarified in the bill to cover changing technology surrounding the industry, such as
services like Uber Freight. A like obligation exists with the hiring of tip truck drivers and contractors
hired through a tender process. Again, it currently holds no penalty for non-compliance. All will now
have penalties applied to them.
So essentially this bill is mandating that owner-drivers are provided with the vital information they
need for a job, as well as cost schedules and applicable rates, in a timely fashion. It should be common
sense that being able to reliably have this information is crucial to owner-drivers and forestry
contractors in order for them to run their businesses, calculate costs and assess operating expenses and
overheads to ensure that they are undertaking contracts with hirers that are financially beneficial to
them. The idea of attempting to run a business without the ability to properly ascertain if contracts are
financially viable is completely unfair and unacceptable. I commend the Andrews Labor government
for creating the necessary amendments to help stem the still-high rates of forestry contractors and
owner-drivers operating at a loss and to curb the related business failure rate.
Beyond the compliance requirements I have referred to, this bill also strengthens the compliance
regime for payment and pay arrangements. It creates a requirement to pay a contractor within 30 days
after receiving an invoice in relation to the regulated contract, unless there is a dispute over the amount
payable or there is an agreement on a different period of payment that does not overtly disadvantage
either party.
The issue of timely payment is a major issue of concern across all industry sectors and in particular
small businesses in Victoria’s forestry sector and owner-drivers. The Australian small business and
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family enterprise ombudsman undertook an inquiry into payment times and practices across all
industry sectors during 2017. In that inquiry’s final report the ombudsman said:
Late payments have been a perennial problem for businesses in Australia … Late payments affect cash flow
of the business owed the outstanding debt, forcing them to find ways to finance the short fall in their working
capital instead of being paid on time and using the cash flow to grow their business.

Not being able to undertake the necessary purchases to engage in a contract because you are waiting
for invoice payments on previous contracts that you should have already received is a very real and all
too common situation that small business people face. The small business ombudsman agrees, saying
in the aforementioned report:
A lack of cash flow is the leading cause of business insolvency and this underscores the importance of the
issue of late payments which can easily put many businesses out of operation.

This bill provides a response to the serious issues facing owner-drivers and forestry contractors by
creating an offence for failing to give minimum notice or payment in lieu when a hirer terminates the
engagement of a contractor. This can dramatically disrupt the operation of that person’s business as
well as their livelihood. To quote Transport Workers Union national president and Victorian branch
secretary John Berger, who said it so well:
… the proposed legislative changes are important steps forward in ensuring thousands of owner drivers are
no longer … vulnerable to exploitation or forced into unsafe practices by supply chain pressures.

I support and commend the efforts of the government to protect forestry contractors and owner-drivers
from being unduly burdened by these types of issues.
In summation, this bill will clarify and strengthen the law that will promote healthy industry in our
state. It will level the playing field for owner-drivers and forestry contractors, and it will make those
who do not conduct their business dealings in a productive way accountable for instances of serious
non-compliance. This is a great result for those working Victorians. I would also like to congratulate
the Transport Workers Union on the fantastic work it has done on behalf of its members and other
Victorians working in the transport industry in pushing for these much-needed reforms. The Transport
Workers Union has campaigned long and hard for better conditions, better rates and overall a fair go
for owner-drivers and forestry contractors across Victoria and nationally. Once again the Andrews
Labor government is on the front foot, ensuring best practice in the sector and delivering modernisation
in yet another area of reform. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:28): I rise to make a few remarks on the
Owner Drivers and Forestry Contractors Amendment Bill 2019. I was interested to listen to
Mr Erdogan talk about the government’s interest in the disruption of business. He spoke about the
government’s view and the way in which this bill would help, particularly on issues of cash flow of
contractor businesses, carting businesses, in terms of being able to manage their cash flow with some
certainty around their interaction with the principals with whom they contract. I thought his comments
were interesting in the context of many other things this government is doing.
We heard in question time today Ms Patten raise the issue of businesses being disrupted by some of
the level crossing removal works and the lack of interest from the government in those businesses
being disrupted. We have seen over recent months the debacle that has been the Solar Homes program,
where dozens and dozens of businesses installing solar systems have been completely disrupted by the
policies and actions of this government. So to hear a member of the government talk about the
government’s concern for owner-drivers and contractors rings hollow in the context of everything else
this government has done and demonstrated with so many other businesses that it has been responsible
for disrupting and continuing to disrupt.
The bill before the house today is an amendment bill which seeks to amend the Owner Drivers and
Forestry Contractors Act 2005. That was put in place 14 years ago ostensibly to recognise that there
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is an imbalance in market power between people who run businesses as owner-drivers or contractors
and the parties that contract with them. It sought to put in place a framework which would provide
some balance to the difference in power between the principal and the contractor and a basic
framework around how those services are contracted.
This bill makes a number of changes in respect of that framework, which the house has heard about
earlier this afternoon. There are changes with respect to the definition of ‘freight broker’ to take into
account the development of digital services which we are expecting to see in this state. It requires
hirers to pay invoices within 30 days of receipt, unless they are subject to a dispute or by agreement
between the parties. It allows hirers, as principals, to comply with their obligation to provide
information to drivers in an electronic form, which is a sensible reform. It changes the requirements
with respect to the provision of certain information, such as rate cards and schedules for contractors
which are being engaged multiple times within a 12-month period. It makes certain requirements
specifically with respect to tip truck contractors working in the building and construction sector with
respect to the provision of information booklets and rate and cost schedules.
The bill allows owner-drivers and contractors to have the option of being covered by the same terms
and conditions as those of existing contracts which have been jointly negotiated, and this is something
that we have flagged a concern about. It allows disputes to be settled by arbitration through the small
business commission. It allows for penalties of up to $4000 for hirers, principals, that fail to provide
contractors with information booklets, rates and cost schedules or written contracts. It provides for
penalties to be imposed by way of infringement notice as well as by legal action, and it puts in place
an oversight regime with authorised officers to require principals—hirers—to produce documents
relevant to an investigation which is being undertaken in respect of offences under the act.
These amendments arise out of a review which was undertaken of the principal act in 2016, and a bill
was first introduced into the previous Parliament. It lapsed with the end of the Parliament last year,
and this bill we are dealing with today is largely the same bill that the previous Parliament dealt with.
One of the criticisms of the bill is the lack of transparency around the review which was undertaken
into the principal act in 2016. The government has argued that this bill has been brought to the
Parliament on the basis of limitations in the current act and inadequacies in the current act and
contraventions of the current act, yet it has failed to present that information, present that data, by way
of releasing the review which was undertaken in 2016.
Likewise, the government has not released a legislative impact assessment of the bill and the impact
that these changes are going to have on the industry sector. It is certainly the case that we see, as we
did with the 2005 act, the need to recognise the imbalance in market power between contractors and
their principals and to provide a framework to manage that. One of our concerns, though, with the
framework generally and with the changes that this legislation is making is the impact that will have
in terms of administrative burden, red tape burden—which is something this government is very good
at doing, imposing more red tape on business, be it small business or larger businesses—and many of
the measures in this bill are of that nature.
One of the other things that we have seen recently and we see with this bill is a compliance regime.
The regime this bill puts in place is with respect to authorised officers. Two weeks ago the Parliament
dealt with legislation for the registration of engineers. That piece of legislation had extraordinary
provisions in it with respect to creating a compliance regime and empowering authorised officers to
demand presentation of documents and to enter premises as a right, which was an extraordinary
structure to put in place for the registration of engineers. We are seeing with this bill a similar
enforcement regime, with compliance officers being put in place for the owner-drivers and contractors
sector pursuant to this legislation. It really is a concerning trend that we see the government go down
this path with so many different regulatory frameworks, that the government believes it is necessary
to have such heavy-handed powers and structures across so many different areas of regulation and
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legislation. This example with the owner-drivers bill today is just the latest example where we are
seeing that type of heavy-handed oversight put in place.
But the coalition parties do not oppose this bill. As I said, it makes some relatively minor
administrative changes with respect to the Owner Drivers and Forestry Contractors Act, building on
what was put in place in 2005. There are concerns about the lack of consultation, there are concerns
about the lack of transparency from the review process, but we do not oppose the bill.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (14:36): What a privilege it is to be able to speak on this piece
of legislation. I am delighted to see Mr Suleyman in the gallery; he was also with us downstairs when
we looked at these issues. At that time I wanted to take everyone on a little bit of a journey back to
1998—a bit of a time machine. For the young people in the chamber today that would be well before
they were born, when they were lovely twinkles in their parents’ eyes. It was a very interesting time
in industrial relations shortly after the Workplace Relations Act 1996 had come in. We had a very
hostile situation, and a lot of unions and working people had to fight so very hard for very basic things.
It was at that time that I was sitting around a table in Rouse Street, Port Melbourne, with a very young,
very fit Johnny Berger—he was an organiser at the Transport Workers Union (TWU); he is now the
re-elected secretary of that union—and we were grappling with issues related to owner-drivers. We
were grappling with many issues, but some of the issues that we were dealing with related to very
unfair working conditions, exploitation, fear about people being on the road over and over again, hour
after hour, with very little protections. I note the contribution, again, of Mr Barton, and pay tribute to
his absolute passion for those people who drive for a living and his family connection there. It does
not go unnoticed, Mr Barton, your passion. Your support for this bill is greatly appreciated, I know,
by the owner-drivers and the forestry contractor drivers who day in, day out are delivering products
right across this state and right across this country. They deserve to do that with safety and they deserve
to do it with certainty.
So we fast forward to here, 2019, with Mr Berger as the secretary—he always had a profound passion
for these issues—and me. During that time I think I can say I was a glorified legal officer; I am going
to claim that title. I think I was a bit more of a jack-of-all trades. But I was able to, under the
stewardship of the then secretary, Mr Bill Noonan, a great man, be exposed to many aspects of the
transport and freight industry: riding in B-doubles, going out to mass meetings, working on the
transport industry working group with the then coroner, who is no longer with us, and working really
collectively and well with industry representatives to make sure that our drivers—who are out, as I
said, day in and day out on our roads, delivering the goods we need—were looked after. There were
plenty of issues and there remain plenty of issues, including the long hours, issues around health and
safety, health and wellbeing, sleep apnoea. All of these issues remain, but they are being tackled headon and continue to be tackled head-on by the TWU. They should be commended for that, as should
the Andrews Labor government, who listened very hard to those issues.
I want to touch a bit on the principal act. It applies to all forestry contractors and owner-drivers who
operate up to three vehicles, including bicycles—and in this current environment that is a very
important addition; we know how many people are delivering our products, particularly food, on
bicycles—and where the owner of the business drives one of the vehicles. This is about providing
protections, really significant protections, that are going to keep people safe, and when you keep our
drivers safe, you also keep our community safe. We do not want overworked, underpaid people driving
heavy vehicles on our roads. We want to give those drivers the respect and the decency they deserve.
The main basic protections that are provided—two of the key information requirements, which I know
Mr Erdogan touched upon in his terrific speech—are that hirers must provide owner-drivers and
forestry contractors with a copy of the applicable rates and costs schedules for their vehicle class and
an information booklet three days before entering into a contract. Of course there is no point having
those sorts of provisions if you then do not back those provisions up with an effective, meaningful
dispute resolution process if those things go wrong, and that is absolutely critical.
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In 2016—and this is where this bill has arisen—a review was done out of the then Department of
Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources. The objective of that review, which was a
very comprehensive piece of work, was at its heart about consultation with the drivers and with the
community. That process was looking at whether changes were needed to improve the position of
owner-drivers and forestry contractors.
There were widespread calls for submissions. Some 25 were received, and as is appropriate very
detailed consultation was held with drivers, with unions, with industry associations and with members
of the transport and forestry councils. Again, good legislation comes when you do that detailed work,
when you do the heavy lifting and when you listen to those people who are at the very coalface of
these issues and also the people who are running these industries—that is when good legislation comes
to the floor. That is when provisions are made that will see effective changes that will enhance the way
that these industries run and not detract from them. We know that there have been massive changes—
steady, significant and ultimately now very serious changes—since 2015, and this is about removing
barriers that restrain small businesses from achieving a fair and reasonable return for their labour and
business investment.
Let me tell you, I know many of us in this house may have seen firsthand, and as I mentioned before
I have seen firsthand, the blood, sweat and tears that have been put into these businesses by the ownerdrivers. It is an extraordinary commitment. It is hours upon hours upon hours away from your family
and away from your community. You are in far-flung places across, usually, Australia, but certainly
the state, or you are doing those really short runs all the time—inner-city suburban runs over many,
many hours. It is hard driving, it is difficult driving, whether you are doing long-haul runs or you are
doing short runs for a 10-hour stretch. It is all tough work. You have got to be alert. You have got to
be absolutely full-on aware of what is going on around you so you are not causing yourself or anybody
else injury. So this is really critical for those people who are doing that profound work, when we at the
end of the day get a knock on the door and a package or a surprise or something we bought online that
we probably should not have bought but we did anyway is delivered. It is still good to get that package.
The person delivering that package is often at the end of a very, very long shift, feeding their families
and building their own small business, so this is really, really critical.
The bill amends the act to establish a new compliance and enforcement framework, and importantly
it introduces penalties for non-compliance with these mandatory requirements, because guidelines are
all well and good but we need to see some penalties for failure to comply. It also includes, as I said
before, the provision of written contracts and very clear information about what people are entitled to
and what should be paid well in advance of these jobs being taken. It also amends the purpose of the
act. Sometimes people can start to go to sleep when we start to talk about purposes of acts et cetera,
but these are really critical provisions in any piece of legislation because they do set exactly the heart
and soul of the bill and what those interpreting the legislation are to look to when they do interpret that
legislation. For this new bill before us this is about promoting industry best practice, education and
training. None of these things can happen in isolation. We need to make sure that we are promoting
best practice—and I know Mr Finn is a very keen promoter of best practice in the transport industry—
but that does not occur if we are then not providing the requisite education and training around what
that best practice is. You can say all the nice words that you want, but if you are not following it
through with actually implementing that best practice, then it can be a hollow, hollow place.
There are some definitions that needed to be clarified, including the definition of ‘freight broker’, to
ensure contractors employed under third-party contracting platforms like Uber Freight, which
Mr Barton touched upon, are covered. Significantly, I think, for people who are going to be affected
by this legislation in a really positive way, it amends the contracting requirements of the act to require
the payment of invoices within 30 days unless there is a dispute over the amount payable. If the parties
want to agree to a different payment period, that is okay, as long as that is not unfair on one of the
parties. We all know that when that bargaining power is so far imbalanced there can be, ‘Oh, yes, of
course I agree, because I have no choice’. This legislation makes sure that that kind of misuse of the
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imbalance of bargaining power cannot take place. I know there have been many people within this
chamber who have run their own businesses and have been responsible for all that that entails, and I
pay tribute to all of those people. We all know how difficult it is if your invoices are not being paid, if
you have got outstanding monies, if you cannot fuel the truck or, more importantly, you cannot fuel
your family. So this is about providing absolute certainty, genuine certainty and deserved certainty, to
those people performing such an important service.
I touched at the beginning on the dispute resolution procedure, and I will just go to that in a bit more
detail, because again, if there is not a cost-effective, realistic and enforceable dispute mechanism
process, then these disputes just go on and on and on and nobody can afford to take them to the courts,
particularly if you are a small business operator. It is good to see the Minister for Small Business in
the house for this debate, because the dispute resolution procedure allows the Victorian Small Business
Commission to arrange arbitration to a fast, low-cost, confidential and most importantly binding
resolution on the parties. To date, really, if you are in that massive power imbalance—if you are being
approached by large industry players or even smaller industry players, if you have done the yards, the
miles or the kilometres and you are somehow left in a very unsatisfactory position where either the
rates were not properly specified and are not up to proper standards or they are raising spurious issues
about whether or not you have completed the jobs you were supposed to do in the time you were
supposed to do them—well, you can just be left high and dry, and of course it is falling back on you
as to how you are going to feed the kids.
So this is a very significant step. The minister at the table, Mr Somyurek, has beefed up the role of the
Small Business Commission and the commissioner, and this is a very important avenue now—an
absolutely crucial, critical avenue for people when they have an issue and they need a dispute resolved
so that they get fairly paid. There is a place to go. It is cost-effective, flexible and binding, and that is
going to make such a huge difference.
There is also within the amendments a provision that triggers the requirement for hirers to provide tip
truck contractors in the building and construction industry with the same info booklet, applicable rates
and costs regardless of the period of time that they are engaged, again widening out the benefits. So
the main benefit that results is increased compliance with what are mandatory obligations of the act
and providing owner-drivers and forestry contractors with the right information and the right
mechanisms to enforce what is rightfully theirs. I think it will be a really important addition to making
sure that these people, men and women who provide such a critical service to the rest of the
community, are given the protections and the respect that they so rightly deserve.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (14:51): I am really pleased to rise and speak on the Owner Drivers
and Forestry Contractors Amendment Bill 2019 this afternoon. I have been listening to the debate and
I have been listening to government members talking about a number of things. One of the government
members spoke about delays and how they are very focused on reducing delays and supporting
industry across the board in this state to reduce delays. The other government member has just talked
about certainty—providing certainty within the industry and providing certainty for workers there. I
think there is a great band of members of this state who work very, very hard, who are owner-drivers
and forestry contractors who have suffered from the delays of this government and are still suffering
from the uncertainty that this government is providing or encouraging through a lack of clear policy
and support.
Let me provide some examples for that argument. Just in order to sort of paint the picture of where I
would like to take this debate, this focuses on a specific area of this bill and that is particularly the
forestry contractors. Many of those are great people that live and work in my electorate of Eastern
Victoria Region, but they are all through the state. Part of that, if we drill down a little bit further, also
looks at the native forest industry. Boy, do I hear when I am out in my electorate—or you hear in
various places in the city—some incredible mistruths and misunderstandings about what happens to
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our timber in the native timber industry, so I would just like to put a couple of things on the record,
and I know I did this in the previous Parliament.
In terms of the native forest industry, there is only at any one time 6 per cent—I know Acting President
Bourman would know this—across the board of native timber that can be accessed. Ninety-four per
cent of our native timber is locked up, and rightly so, in national parks, in reserves, in water catchments
and in other areas that are just unsustainable and unavailable for that timber harvesting. That 6 per
cent—so now we are working on the 6 per cent—is only harvested and used on a rotational basis that
takes decades and decades. Of that annually, only point something per cent of that total amount of
timber can ever be accessed. So when we hear people saying we are chopping down old-growth
forests, that is actually rubbish. We are not. We, meaning the native timber harvesting fraternity, are
not chopping down old-growth forest. There are very, very strict regulations now in place under
VicForests that inhibit, stop and, rightly so, make sure that that does not occur.
If you overlay more things around that, like special exclusion zones and other areas, certainly this
timber industry is a sustainable industry. And it is a wonderful industry because it locks up carbon—
and we often talk about CO2 emissions and carbon emissions—into a wonderful growth resource. So
I get very fed up when I often hear people attacking this native timber industry, and I feel very greatly
for those forestry industry workers who are not getting the support that they deserve from the Andrews
government.
We will just move sideways slightly and talk about plantation timber as well, because this industry
captures those forestry contractors. They do a fantastic job. We have HVP in my patch, which grows
our softwoods and some hardwoods as well, and we have some really good contractors working there.
I note that Ian Reid, who happens to be AusTimber’s chief in charge, has just been re-elected as chair
of the Forestry Industry Council, and indeed part of the bill talks about empowering transport and
forestry industry councils to advise and make recommendations to the minister. If that is part of the
government’s agenda, then when those people—the very good people like Ian Reid—come to the
table and make statements about the industry as a whole, it is incumbent upon government to not just
say, ‘Yes, it’s in the bill. Away we go’ but actually listen and respect their very wise counsel and wise
point of view.
Having said that, in relation to the delays—and I have heard about how we want to streamline and
stop delays as much as possible—we have had forestry contractors again and again being delayed
from their legal and proper business, including entering their coupes which have been designated by
VicForests. They have had delay after delay. I have talked to a number of them who are pulling their
hair out with frustration because we have activists going into those coupes, chaining themselves
25 metres up a particular tree, chaining themselves and their platform to the equipment—and that is
often very specialised and expensive equipment—and inhibiting any access that the contractor might
be able to get to their coupe. It basically totally inhibits that production.
How often is that happening? Recently the Robin family in Noojee waited for 12 days before this
government actually got six Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions authorised officers onto that
site—12 days of lost income. That is on the back of other issues in relation to that. I wrote to and raised
this issue with the minister time and time again; I will see if I can find what she said to me. She cited
the initial safety concerns for the authorised officers. Whilst I will call them protesters and activists, it
is not too scary to go on to a coupe and start the process of getting those people out, and that I think is
a cop-out.
The other cop-out I heard was about one of them being sick. Now, the department which we are talking
about has thousands of people working for it. It seems to be the agenda of the government to back step
and just say, ‘Well, it’s not our fault’. I do not think that is good enough. This is a legal business trying
to meet contractual obligations. Mr Robin and his family are out to the tune of $100 000. They are
seeking compensation, but I do not think they are getting many doors open with respect to that. We
hear about certainty and we hear about delays—well, we have got uncertainty and we have got delays.
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There is another example in Kinglake with the Meyer family, who have been on television. I have
spoken with them, and they are frustrated too. It is unfair that this working environment is being so
inhibited.
Let us look at some other uncertainties. Again it is to do with the industry that this bill encapsulates.
We have the regional forest agreements. They are well and truly up for negotiation with the
commonwealth. They are a 20-year arrangement between the commonwealth and the states and they
seek to balance economic drivers and the social and environmental demands set in relation to
obligations and expectations. It is right and proper that we should have these agreements between our
commonwealth and our state. But what we have seen is just again a hands-off approach—a
government not just with the current minister but with the previous minister not wanting to push the
agenda and stand up and formalise those agreements.
We have got an MOU that was signed off in March, and it says that we are going to modernise and
harmonise the regional forest agreement by March next year. The clock is ticking. They talk about
modernising this new arrangement. Well, what we can see as part of their modernisation is indeed a
youth symposium that has come out. The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning has
gone and consulted with the community, and they have come out with a youth symposium. It is one
of the most biased youth symposiums that I have seen, and I am not the only one saying that. I know
that Tim Johnston from VAFI, the Victorian Association of Forest Industries, also has that same
opinion. He was really riled by the fact that this symposium was held. It was 49 young people on a
school day somewhere in the west. I think it was Footscray—it was somewhere, with Werribee
students or the like. It was not held in regional Victoria. It was not held, for example, in Heyfield,
where I have asked the minister to conduct another one. It was held in inner-city Melbourne with
inner-city bias. So you cannot get an accurate opinion as to what people, youth, think about this
industry. And I am not sure that we should be asking 10-year-olds what they want to see as well. We
can ask them, but it should be given an element of value rather than an eight-page spread in their
communiqué on this subject. It is a disappointment.
One of the key things that is a disappointment is also the lack of appreciation for the mental stress that
this creates in our rural and regional towns. This uncertainty is actually very much putting people
under pressure, not knowing how to pay their loan repayments and not knowing whether to stay or go.
They are trying to hold on to their staff, their contract workers, which this bill encapsulates, without
knowing whether they have a future. It is this lack of real positive communication and positive
direction from the government that people are crying out over, and rightly so. If I can bring to the
attention of the house what the Australian Forest Contractors Association (AFCA)—again, very
closely linked with the implications of this bill—said back in September last year, so 12 months ago,
I would like to quote Ms Stacey Gardiner, who is the general manager there:
Forestry Contracting Businesses have already faced uncertainty with the lack of Government decision around
harvesting plans for the season already upon us. Now, it appears things are set to get far worse for these hardworking regional businesses; their livelihoods now at stake.

She went on to say:
In 2017 … the Victorian Minister for Agriculture, The Hon. Jaala Pulford, made a commitment to—

and she was quoting Ms Pulford—
‘Support the sustainable management of Australia’s native forests, and through this, providing timber
resources for industry while protecting high value native forests’.

Ms Gardiner went on to say:
This commitment was welcomed however it appears now that Government wasn’t serious about this and has
turned its back on hard working regional businesses.
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Again, the AFCA is calling for long-term certainty. So we have heard about certainty from one level
of the government, but I think it was quite hollow. There is a way, government, to maintain our native
timber industry. There is a way to support plantation timber growth.
If I stop there just for one moment, we saw the minister—not the minister. We saw a member for
Eastern Victoria—she may wish to be the minister—Harriet Shing the other day planting new
seedlings, calling this a brand-new plantation and supporting plantation timber. She was only putting
them back in on a site that had previously been operated under contract from HVP for decades. There
was no new plantation timber going in; it was replacing that which had been before. The only
difference is that the government is now in control of that plantation timber rather than a private
enterprise that had all the expertise under the sun but was no longer able to continue in that role because
the government basically pushed them out. So when we talk about certainty in an industry, when we
talk about growth, this is not what the government is doing.
So with that, with respect to the bill, there certainly are some parts that are most useful, and I think
certainly providing a section where invoices are paid in a timely manner is very important. I think that
is useful because contractors certainly need to be able to support their cash flow. The Nationals
certainly will not be opposing this, but we hold the government to account for the fact that there have
been delays and there certainly at the moment is not a secure future. There has not been certainty, and
this industry deserves the certainty that this government must provide.
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (15:05): I rise to speak on the Owner Drivers and Forestry
Contractors Amendment Bill 2019. In 2016 the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources undertook the owner-drivers and forestry contractors review. The objective
of the review was to identify whether any changes were needed to the act and regulations to improve
the position of owner-drivers and forestry contractors while ensuring a competitive and fair operating
environment for small businesses in Victoria. The amendments address changes that have occurred in
the industry since 2005 and seek to further improve the position of owner-drivers and forestry
contractors by removing barriers that restrain these small businesses from achieving a fair and
reasonable return for their labour and business investment. Submissions were sought from the public,
with 25 received. Consultations were held with employers, industry associations, unions, ownerdrivers and members of the transport and forestry industry councils. The result of the review is the bill
before the house today. The suite of proposals is based on the discussions and the submissions received
during the interviews.
The bill amends the Owner Drivers and Forestry Contractors Act 2005, which was introduced to
improve the position of owner-drivers and forestry contractors by providing them with information to
improve their business skills and better understand their cost structures and contracts. Having this
information before entering into a contract assists contractors to assess whether they should accept
rates being offered by hirers and allows better informed negotiations. The act does not apply to drivers
who are legally employees.
The bill provides basic protections. Two of the key information requirements are for hirers to provide
owner-drivers and forestry contractors with a copy of the applicable rates and costs schedule for their
vehicle class and an information booklet three days before entering into a contract. It also sets out a
framework for effective dispute resolution to address the information imbalance and unequal
bargaining power of owner-drivers and forestry contractors with hirers. The current act places
obligations on hirers of owner-drivers and forestry contractors but does not include any specific
mechanisms to enforce these obligations or penalties for non-compliance. Therefore the main benefit
that will result from these changes is increased compliance with the mandatory obligations of the act,
which include a requirement for hirers to provide a copy of the applicable rates and costs schedule and
an information booklet three days before a contractor is engaged.
Having access to these information tools will enable owner-drivers and forestry contractors to
accurately assess the overhead costs of operating their businesses, and in turn determine whether an
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offer will fully cover their operating costs, provide a return for their own labour and provide a return
on their business investment. Ensuring that contractors can cover their business costs and maintain
their vehicles will result in greater safety for all road users, as drivers will not need to work additional
hours, potentially breaching fatigue laws or road rules to cover the cost of running their businesses.
In summary the bill amends the act to establish a compliance and enforcement framework, including
the introduction of penalties for non-compliance with the mandatory requirements of the act, which
include the provision of a written contract and an information booklet. It amends the purpose of the
act to include promoting industry best practice, education and training. An associated amendment is
proposed to the functions of the Transport Industry Council and the Forestry Industry Council to
specify that they can provide advice and make recommendations to the minister on promoting industry
best practice, education and training.
The bill clarifies the definition of ‘freight broker’ to ensure contractors employed through third-party
contracting platforms like Uber Freight are covered. It amends the act to require a hirer or freight
broker to provide the rates and costs schedule annually, rather than each time the contractor is engaged.
It amends the contracting requirements of the act to require the payment of invoices within 30 days,
unless there is a dispute over the amount payable. The hirer and contractor can also agree to a different
payment period that is not unfair to one of the parties.
The bill amends the disputes resolution procedure to specify that the Victorian Small Business
Commission can arrange arbitration where the parties to the dispute agree. This amendment will
introduce a fast, low-cost and confidential binding dispute resolution process for parties in dispute.
Funding of up to $5.5 million was allocated through the 2018–19 budget process to establish a
dedicated mechanism by which investigation and enforcement activity can be undertaken through the
Victorian wage inspectorate.
One of the key market failures the bill seeks to address is the lack of information for small business
owner-drivers and forestry contractors to understand their operating costs and the commercial
relationship they are entering. Contractors entering the transport and forestry industries have large
overhead costs and liabilities and often a limited understanding of their potential income as well as
their legal rights and obligations. The bill seeks to improve the financial position of owner-drivers and
forestry contractors to reduce the risk of business failure, financial hardship and insolvency. It does
this by removing the market conditions and barriers that restrain small businesses from achieving a
fair and reasonable return on their labour and business investment. The rates and costs schedules do
not set minimum rates of pay that must be paid. In this respect the status quo has been maintained. The
rates and costs schedules provide owner-drivers, forestry contractors and hirers with information about
typical operating costs applying to the kind of vehicle or equipment provided under the contract.
The rates and costs schedules also provide a base hourly rate that would apply for the driver’s own
labour if they worked as an employee. The information booklet provides a comprehensive and
convenient source of information to assist contractors to understand how to operate a small business
and sets out their rights and obligations to ensure they can operate their business safely and
commercially. The bill requires that ongoing engagements must be in writing, and the contract must
specify the minimum level of income or number of hours of work the rates are to be paid.
Requirements for contracts and the provision of the information booklet and the rates and costs
schedule do not apply to one-off or short-term engagements. I agree with the previous speaker from
my side of the house and the benefits they highlighted. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (15:14): I also rise to speak in support of the Owner
Drivers and Forestry Contractors Amendment Bill 2019. I want to congratulate the Minister for Roads
for bringing this bill to the house. I also want to recognise the good work the Transport Workers Union
has been doing in that space over the years to make sure we introduce some fairness into how contracts
are negotiated in the industry.
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As we know owner-drivers invest a lot of their family fortune or money and they take on a lot of the
risks. Most of them mortgage their houses and their assets to buy a truck or a piece of equipment so
they can have their own business, work in the industry and earn a living. Yet they have to compete
with each other, and some players in the industry, particularly employers, put pressure on ownerdrivers and their costs. Basically the lowest common denominator wins.
In any business if someone wants to put out a tender to win a job, that is fair enough. You look at cost
and quality et cetera. But in certain sectors, like the owner-drivers, I think it is very important to have
a uniform approach. You need to get the base costs adhered to. We have seen that for owner-drivers
in the construction industry, where price cutting was happening like there was no tomorrow because
contractors in that industry were trying to pick the lowest cost. That compromises quality and health
and safety and turns worker against worker. As far as I am concerned these owner-drivers are workers,
like any employees; they are not employing dozens or hundreds of people. They are working for
themselves operating equipment. Some of them might have one or two employees. Therefore as far as
I am concerned they are workers, and they should be able to have some sort of collective approach.
The bill basically creates a level playing field by compelling the industry, or the employers—we are
going to use this term for the people who are going to engage their services—to understand, for
example, that the cost to service an owner-driver’s truck is worth X. So to operate a truck with all the
safety standards and requirements to operate in the industry might cost $100 an hour, for argument’s
sake—and I am just giving that figure as an example. Then it is up to the operator to decide how much
their labour is worth. Is it worth $20 an hour or $50 an hour et cetera? But at least no-one can undercut
the base cost. My understanding is there have been some examples quoted by the TWU over the years.
They have been battling with employers and trying to address the fact that some even go under the
base cost. That can only lead to one thing: using inferior equipment and compromising safety—the
safety of these individuals operating this equipment and the safety of the public. We know how large
these trucks are and how fast they can go on major roads, especially on country roads, and I do drive
past them from time to time.
It is very important that this bill will actually do two things. One is it will give the owner-drivers a fair
chance to be able to earn a living, and secondly, it will address the safety issues to make sure ownerdrivers are not being put at risk and that they are not putting Victorian drivers and the rest of the
community at risk. So it is always about that fair balance, and that is why I endorse the bill. I again
want to congratulate the minister for putting it together, the TWU and all the owner-drivers who have
been involved and consulted in the development of this bill. I hope the industry will actually implement
the provisions of this legislation to make sure we get a fair system in place to make sure it is a winwin for the industry and a win-win for the owner-drivers and for the safety of the public. With those
few words, I commend the bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (15:19): By leave, I move:
That the bill be now read a third time.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Pursuant to standing order 14.27, the bill will be returned to the
Assembly with a message informing them that the Council have agreed to the bill without amendment.
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LEGAL PROFESSION UNIFORM LAW APPLICATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms PULFORD:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:20): It is a pleasure to speak on behalf of the opposition
in relation to the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Amendment Bill 2019 and to advise the
house that the opposition will not oppose this bill. The gestation period has been indeed a long one,
dating back to a COAG meeting in 2009 when COAG resolved that there should be a uniform law
when it comes to the regulation of the legal profession. That indeed is a good thing and a worthy thing
and something which I know is supported by the Law Institute of Victoria, the Bar Council and the
profession more generally both here and in other jurisdictions. If you think back to not that long ago,
legal practices were partner-based, could not incorporate, were state-based and any affiliation with
offices in other jurisdictions were generally nothing more than marketing opportunities and
opportunities to share work from distinct partnerships across state boundaries. Of course as the
economy has harmonised and as people work more and more without any need to refer to state borders,
that has become obsolete and a hindrance to business and to effective regulation. So the uniform law
is a good step forward.
Following the COAG resolution of 2009, the New South Wales government and the Victorian
government in 2013 took the first step, where New South Wales and Victoria passed the uniform law,
which covers approximately three-quarters of the legal profession, noting the significant sizes of the
legal professions in both Victoria and New South Wales and the services they provide to the other
smaller jurisdictions. Today this legislation brings Western Australia into the operation of the uniform
law. So, again, it is a worthy thing. I will quote from the then Attorney-General’s second-reading
speech in 2013. The Honourable Robert Clark said:
The uniform law derives from work undertaken under the auspices of COAG from 2009 to 2011, which was
supported by the commonwealth and aimed to deliver harmonised regulation of the legal profession across
all states and territories. However, following the withdrawal of other states and territories, Victoria and NSW
have made a range of changes to the previously proposed reform package to simplify its administration and
substantially reduce regulatory costs.
The uniform law aims to simplify and standardise regulatory obligations, cutting red tape for law firms,
especially those operating across jurisdictions, while still providing for a significant degree of local
involvement in the performance of regulatory functions. The principles of co-regulation, with involvement
for the profession in critical areas of regulatory responsibility, are preserved, while consumers of legal services
will also benefit from greater consistency of experience across jurisdictions and from improvements to key
regulatory requirements.
With NSW and Victoria collectively being home to nearly three-quarters of Australian legal practitioners and
a significant majority of Australian law firms, the uniform law is a major step on the path to national
uniformity of regulation of the Australian legal profession, and is a critical development at a time when
Australian law firms face increasing competition from overseas and are themselves looking to expand into
emerging markets.

That rationale from 2013 applies as much today as it did at that time. And it is good to see Western
Australia join the uniform law. If I reflect on a very good friend of mine who I studied law with, she
is from New South Wales and she had a very strong practice at a major law firm that she works at. She
moved to Western Australia for family reasons but retained many of her east coast-based clients whilst
working from Western Australia. It is people like my friend who will benefit from bringing Western
Australia into this scheme. With those words, the opposition will not oppose the bill.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (15:26): It is good that there is a bipartisan approach to this
very important amendment bill and to the increasing spread of the uniform law throughout other
jurisdictions in Australia. I also commend our Andrews Labor government in being able to secure WA
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becoming part of the uniform law and being subject to the specific requirements of that regulatory
scheme. I concur with Mr O’Donohue that the law is national now, and certainly our regulatory
scheme should recognise that but should also facilitate the cutting of red tape and the minimising of
costs where they are not necessary and improve the services that consumers ultimately receive at the
end of the day when they are seeking legal advice.
I also would like to commend former Attorney-General Rob Hulls for all the work that he did in terms
of progressing uniformity in terms of the regulation of legal conduct. Being able to bring WA into the
scheme means that at least 75 per cent of practising lawyers in Australia will be under the same
regulations. And, I cannot believe I am agreeing with Mr O’Donohue again, just like other human
beings—lawyers are human beings, most of them; I can say that, I practised law—some lawyers do
move. They move to other states and therefore it makes sense that there should be some uniformity.
Because arguably—I am not saying it is less or more—you would like to think as a consumer that
there is a streamlined approach to the kind of conduct that you will receive and the services that you
will receive from a lawyer whether it is in WA or Victoria or New South Wales as the case may be.
Now, there are various elements to this amendment bill. The core elements are to make amendments
to the actual governance arrangements, which will allow WA to be part of the scheme, because the
original legislation was premised upon there being two jurisdictions involved. Now we have three, but
there is recognition that the scheme needs to have some flexibility to allow for more jurisdictions, in
turn, to come on board. That is why it is very important that these amendments get through today. I
am pretty confident that they will; I think we are looking good. That is in recognition of the importance
and relevance of these changes to date.
We know that sometimes people shudder when they hear the word ‘lawyer’, in part perhaps because
of the fiscal element of engaging a lawyer, but also because we often have to call upon a lawyer when
we are facing something pretty serious in our lives, and it conjures up some pretty intense emotions.
It could be approaching a shared parenting arrangement or determining the outcome of a will; it could
also be purchasing a house. So ultimately it is important that lawyers are regulated in a streamlined
format to ensure that consumers get a fair and reasonable outcome and have an element of
predictability in terms of the way that they will be treated irrespective of whatever particular matter
they are bringing before the respective lawyer.
What does this bill actually do? It will do two things, principally. It will facilitate Western Australia’s
entry into the uniform scheme, so that is very important. It will also correct a drafting error relating to
the jurisdiction of the Victorian legal services commissioner in respect of complaints and
investigations that had commenced before the principal act commenced on 1 July 2015, and it will
validate previous actions that have been taken in respect of such complaints and investigations. If this
loophole were not corrected, on the one hand it would, can I say, lower the benchmark in terms of
what we expect of lawyers and the management of misconduct in the profession, but it would
ultimately allow injustices to prevail, and consumers need to be able to rely on this regulatory
framework at the end of the day.
It is also fair to say that it could not have been—and I am going to be quite emphatic—the intention
of the original act to not allow the Victorian legal services commissioner to look into and oversee
complaints when it comes to misconduct on the part of members of the legal profession. Correcting
this loophole with a retrospective element makes sense, but it also ensures that consumers and the legal
fraternity as well—because let us face it, if there is a lawyer that behaves badly, that can then tarnish
other lawyers by default, which is unfair to say the least, so it is good and it is important and right and
proper—have a regulatory framework that can be relied upon. And that is why it is so important that
this loophole is corrected with the amendment bill.
How will the bill amend the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Act 2014?
Mr Jennings: That is an excellent question.
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Ms TAYLOR: Yes, it is. It is a very important question. How will it do it? It will increase the—
Mr Jennings: Well. The answer is ‘well’.
Ms TAYLOR: ‘Well’, that is right. I hope it will do it well. It will increase the total number of
members of the Legal Services Council from five members to seven, providing that at all times at least
one member of the Legal Services Council is drawn from each participating jurisdiction—I will go
into that governance framework in a moment; I have kind of jumped ahead to the actual elements of
the amendments—and removing the current seven-member limit on the size of the Admissions
Committee and amending its composition so that it includes a current or former Supreme Court judge
from each participating jurisdiction. It actually makes sense that relevant jurisdictions that are part of
the uniform scheme would want to be able to have a fair say, so to speak, in terms of the governance
arrangements of the scheme. But it is also good to have a diversity of views and opinions when you
are looking at such a serious and very important element of regulation of the legal profession.
To go back to the actual framework of the uniform law, the uniform law establishes interjurisdictional
regulatory bodies to oversee the uniform law scheme and to set policies. The Legal Services Council
is the peak regulatory body under the uniform law structure and is supported by an Admissions
Committee which makes uniform rules relating to the admission of lawyers. I have to say, when I was
reflecting on this it took me back to my own admissions process, and I certainly felt the proper and
appropriate weight or onus upon me to make sure that I conducted myself in an appropriate manner
and followed those requirements pursuant to admission protocols.
What is also good and has been referred to by Mr O’Donohue, I believe, is that the attorneys-general
of New South Wales and Western Australia have advised that they approve the introduction of the
bill. That is a testament to the requisite rigour with which the amendments have been undertaken and
reflects well on them, and it can give us confidence in moving forward with these amendments.
The other positive that I can refer to in this situation is that once the amendments have been made in
Victoria they will automatically be effective in New South Wales. There again you can see the merits
of having a uniform regulatory scheme as opposed to having isolated schemes in different parts of the
country. The hope is that over time all jurisdictions will come on board. As it turns out Western
Australia will join the uniform scheme commencing from 1 July 2020.
Now, I just want to come back to that very important issue of correcting the loophole, which if it were
allowed to continue would result in certainly an injustice and a lowering of the bar, pardon the pun, on
the management and regulation of lawyers. The bill will also amend the uniform law to clarify—and
this is the critical element—that the Victorian legal services commissioner is the responsible entity for
continuing complaints and investigations against lawyers that commenced under the previous
legislation, the Legal Profession Act 2004. To allow otherwise would simply not be tolerable.
The legal services commissioner is of course responsible for receiving and handling complaints about
Victorian lawyers, just to be clear, but I think that makes sense. That is logical. I should note that
lawyers who are subject to separate disciplinary proceedings have raised a technical argument—and
this is the genesis of coming around to this loophole and correcting it—that the Victorian legal services
commissioner does not have the power to deal with complaints or investigations that were commenced
under the previous legislation because of the wording of the Legal Profession Uniform Law
Application Act 2014—that is certainly a mouthful—and regulations. If this argument were upheld,
the Victorian legal services commissioner would not have the power to handle disciplinary complaints
and investigations of lawyers that were commenced before the transition of the uniform law, and that
would be a furphy. It just does not make sense. The loophole would in effect undermine the continuity
of the regulatory scheme for the Victorian legal profession and the protections available to consumers
of legal services. It was clearly intended that the Victorian legal services commissioner should have
power to deal with complaints and investigations commenced under the previous legislation. But you
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have got to hand it to those who are going to try it on. They were going to try it on, but that is not going
to be allowed to be perpetuated, because it is not right and it is not proper.
In effect the bill will make it clear that the Victorian legal services commissioner does have power to
deal with continuing complaints commenced under the previous legislation and ensure that the
uniform law continues to operate as it was intended. I personally am relieved about that as well in
terms of the reputation of the profession.
So the Victorian legal services commissioner, and I am stating the obvious here, but this role is a key
part of Victoria’s framework for regulation of the legal profession, make no mistake. Confirming the
validity of the commissioner’s actions in respect of complaints or investigations commenced under
the Legal Profession Act 2004 is important to protect consumers of legal services from lawyers who
engage in professional misconduct, and ensure the continuity and validity of Victoria’s regulatory
scheme for the legal profession. We know that the uniform scheme harmonises the regulation of the
legal profession across jurisdictions with the aim of streamlining regulation and ultimately improving
the experiences of consumers of legal services. It is very good indeed that the Law Council of Australia
and the Australian Bar Association are supportive of changes to the bill, so we are obviously on the
right track with these legislative changes.
It is indeed very, very good news that WA has agreed to come on board; that we have been able to
secure them as part of this scheme. It certainly strengthens the operation of the uniform law to have
more participants, and ultimately it is actually going to make it easier in terms of cutting red tape and
costs. It will save time not only for the lawyers but also for consumers over the longer term. What we
can hope for is that this scheme can extend throughout all jurisdictions in Australia. Let us see that.
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:40): I rise to speak in support of this bill today and,
following on from Ms Taylor’s contribution, to speak about the important reforms in this bill. As we
have heard in Ms Taylor’s contribution, the uniform law is important legislation. It harmonises the
regulation of the legal profession, very importantly, and what it does is give effect to creating a single
system to govern legal practice—so for lawyers who operate in the legal profession, their legal practice
is regulated by the scheme. The scheme also promotes informed consumer choice and has strong
consumer protection measures. It is very important to make sure that people who are being represented
by lawyers do have that strong consumer protection, and the uniform law’s overall objectives are there
to promote the administration of justice and an efficient and effective Australian legal profession. It is
achieved through various measures.
This act also is there to promote consistency between states and territories in the law applying to the
Australian legal profession, so there is a harmonisation of the various schemes through the states that
are there to regulate the legal profession. It is also there to ensure that legal practitioners are competent
and maintain high ethical and professional standards—most important—and to enhance the protection
of clients and the public through the regulation of the profession. It empowers clients to make informed
choices about their legal options. It promotes efficient, effective, targeted and proportionate regulation
and acts as a co-regulatory framework with appropriate independence for the legal profession.
So, again, it is an important framework to be enacted, and as we have heard, what this bill will do is
in fact amend the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Act 2014—including the Legal
Profession Uniform Law, which is schedule 1 to the act—to facilitate Western Australia’s entry to the
uniform scheme for legal profession regulation provided for by the uniform law. It will also correct a
drafting error related to the jurisdiction of the Victorian legal services commissioner in respect of
complaints and investigations that had commenced before the act commenced on 1 July 2015, and it
will validate previous actions that had been taken in respect of such complaints and investigations—
so, a very important piece of legislation.
Just to touch on in a bit more detail Western Australia’s entry into the scheme, the uniform law will in
effect establish an interjurisdictional regulatory body that will oversee the uniform law and will set
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policies as well. So the Legal Services Council is the peak regulatory body under the uniform law
scheme and is then supported by an Admissions Committee which makes the uniform rules relating
to the admission of lawyers. To secure Western Australia’s participation in the scheme changes need
to be made to the scheme’s governance arrangements to reflect the increasing membership and to
respond to Western Australia’s desire to ensure that it is represented in the governance arrangements.
So, in effect, by Western Australia coming into the scheme, for the most part, approximately 75 per
cent of the legal profession will in fact then come under the regulation of the scheme. That is good
news for consumers, and it is good news for the regulation of the profession—so, very important.
As I said, the bill will amend the Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Act, and it will also
increase the total number of members of the Legal Services Council from five to seven. That then
takes account of the increasing membership and makes it more proportional. It will provide that at
times of course at least one member of the Legal Services Council is drawn from each participating
jurisdiction, and it also removes the current seven-member limit on the size of the Admissions
Committee and amends its composition so that it includes a current or former Supreme Court judge
from each participating jurisdiction. So it is a more representative structure to reflect the new
membership of Western Australia—more representative arrangements there. Once the amendments
have been made in Victoria they will also automatically be effective in New South Wales, which is
also, again, a reflection of the need to harmonise these uniform laws across Australia and to make sure
that there is more consistency in application of the laws as well.
Also importantly, in terms of validating the jurisdiction of the Victorian legal services commissioner
as I noted earlier, the bill will amend this uniform law to make sure that the legal services
commissioner is the responsible entity for continuing complaints and investigations against lawyers
that had been made and were commenced under the previous legislation—that is, the Legal Profession
Act 2004. So, again, a very important function is being conducted by the legal services commissioner
when complaints have been made to the commissioner by clients of lawyers, who allege various
aspects of complaints or dissatisfaction with their lawyer’s conduct or how they have been represented.
The legal services commissioner is in fact responsible for the handling of those complaints, and of
course in Victoria that body is responsible for handling complaints in regard to Victorian lawyers. So
there are various sanctions available to the legal services board. For example, lawyers who may be
subject to separate disciplinary proceedings have raised a technical argument that the Victorian legal
services commissioner does not have the power to deal with complaints or investigations that were
commenced under the previous law and regulations.
One of the arrangements being enacted by this amendment bill is to deal with that particular issue. For
example, if that argument was to be upheld that there was no ability to deal with those complaints that
had commenced earlier, the legal services commissioner would not in fact have the power to handle
disciplinary complaints and investigations of lawyers that commenced before the transition to the
uniform law. That is a technical argument that would create unnecessary complexity and burdens and
of course would be of concern to consumers who had in fact commenced complaints and were looking
for some type of resolution. That would not be something that was intended necessarily by the uniform
law, so it is something that is necessary to resolve.
As I said, the loophole would undermine the continuity of the regulatory scheme for the Victorian
legal profession and the protections available to consumers of legal services—indeed very
problematic. Although it is a small thing, it is something that could have drastic consequences, so that
is something that definitely needs to be resolved. It was clearly intended that the Victorian legal
services commissioner should have the power to deal with complaints and investigations commenced
under the previous legislation. It would be a nonsensical position to have those complaints not dealt
with simply by virtue of the fact of additional legislation coming into force. So that is something that
needs to be resolved by the enacting of this amendment bill.
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The bill will make it clear that the Victorian legal services commissioner does indeed have the power
to deal with continuing complaints. It is very important to make sure there is no continuity loss in
dealing with those previous complaints that were lodged to ensure they are seen to their natural
conclusion. That is important for Victorian consumers who have had concerns with how they have
been dealt with in the legal profession, to make sure they have ongoing confidence in the legal
profession and also of course the legal services board to deal with those consumer concerns.
It is necessary to ensure that the Victorian legal services commissioner is seen as a key part of
Victoria’s framework for the regulation of the legal services profession. The commissioner is a very
important cornerstone and plays a very important function under the bill, so confirming the validity of
the commissioner’s action in respect of complaints or investigations commenced under the Legal
Profession Act 2004 is indeed critically important to protect consumers of legal services from lawyers
who engage in professional misconduct and to ensure the continuity and validity of Victoria’s
regulatory scheme for the legal profession. Again, it is part of ensuring that the legal profession in
Australia becomes regulated by uniform laws, laws that are harmonious across Australia.
The uniform law scheme, as I said, does in fact harmonise the regulation of the legal profession across
jurisdictions with the aim of streamlining regulation and improving the experience of consumers of
legal services. This is critically important. It is pleasing that the peak legal professional associations
such as the Law Council of Australia and the Australian Bar Association are supportive of the changes
in the bill. The profession does indeed acknowledge and support the critical importance of consumers
having confidence in services provided by the legal profession.
The Andrews Labor government is to be commended for securing Western Australia’s participation
in the uniform scheme, and it calls on all other states and territories to join this scheme so that its
benefits can be expanded throughout Australia. As I said earlier, approximately 75 per cent of lawyers
will now be regulated by the scheme, and it would indeed be a welcome addition to see the other states
also coming into coverage of this scheme. It would assist in the full regulation of the profession once
those changes do come into being.
I might just touch on, for example, some of the complaints and investigations that the retrospective
provisions will apply to. It will give listeners some type of context in terms of how important these
changes are. For example, the retrospective provisions will confirm the jurisdiction of the legal
services commissioner in respect of over 200 complaints and investigations. You can see just by virtue
of that number that there would be some hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people who are consumers
of legal services—many, many consumers. You may say that 200 actually is not a bad number, but
you can see that there are 200 consumers who have issues that do need resolving by the legal services
commissioner. The changes will actually allow those complaints to continue to be investigated. Of
course it would be very disruptive and concerning to consumers to have to start again in terms of the
complaints they have lodged. No-one would want to see that, and it would be time wasting as well, so
it is good to have continuity to make sure that those things continue to be investigated.
Of course all those complaints and investigations have been conducted on the basis that the legal
services commissioner does indeed have jurisdiction to handle continuing complaints and
investigations, so that is extremely important. And of course the jurisdiction in respect of continuing
complaints and investigations has only been challenged in two matters. As I touched on earlier, that is
why it is critically important to make sure that this bill clarifies and makes clear that the legal services
commissioner did in fact have jurisdiction.
As I touched on earlier, there have been some challenges and there is one legal proceeding currently
on foot before the Supreme Court of Victoria in which a legal practitioner is challenging disciplinary
action against them on the basis of the technical argument that the Victorian legal services
commissioner does not have the power to deal with complaints and investigations commenced under
previous legislation due to the wording of the act and the regulations. They are a very clever lawyer to
be able to come up with such a technical argument, very clever indeed—brilliant—very across these
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technical arguments of course and very tricky, so well done to them! But alas, we are fixing that. Nice
try, close but no cigar. We are fixing that. Of course due to the wording of the act and the regulations
and the introduction of this amendment bill, that loophole is going to be closed. In any event, I might
leave my contribution there. I commend this bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (15:55): I move, by leave:
That the bill be now read a third time.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The PRESIDENT: Pursuant to standing order 14.27, the bill will be returned to the Assembly with
a message informing them that the Council have agreed to the bill without amendment.
Adjournment
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (15:55): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

CRAIGIEBURN LINE LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (15:56): My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, and it concerns the rail crossings on the Craigieburn line in the
Pascoe Vale area. A recent survey conducted by my office found that Pascoe Vale residents are very
concerned about these two crossings and are sick of being stuck at the boom gates. I want to thank all
those residents who took the time to reply to my traffic survey. One of the highest reported complaints
from the survey was the level crossing on Gaffney Street where it crosses the Craigieburn line.
Minister, as part of the removal of the Glenroy level crossing, could you advise me when the level
crossings on Devon Road and Gaffney Street, alongside the level crossing removal at Glenroy, will
take place, and would you rule out any sky rail? It makes a lot more sense to do all these three rail
crossings at the same time.
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION LEARN LOCAL PROVIDERS
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (15:56): My adjournment this evening is for the Minister
for Training and Skills and is in relation to the very valuable Learn Local education providers in my
electorate and all across the state. For those who were not aware, last week was Adult Learners Week.
Adult Learners Week is the international celebration of lifelong learning, recognising that it is never
too late to start learning something new. During Adult Learners Week the minister announced
$2.8 million in funding for 60 adult and community education providers as part of the Capacity and
Innovation Fund. Learn Locals provide Victorians with the opportunity to take their first steps in
training on the path to jobs. They are a crucial part of the training system and work at the grassroots
of our communities. These providers and the programs they run truly transform lives. The action I
seek from the minister is to provide me with a breakdown of the $2.8 million funding for the Learn
Locals in my electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region.
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:58): I raise a matter for the attention for the Minister for
Regional Development, Minister Symes. The magnificent Mornington Peninsula is a very important
part of Victoria’s economy and a part of the lifestyle enjoyed by so many Victorians. It is clearly not
part of metropolitan Melbourne and indeed at its furthest point is well over 80 kilometres from the
Melbourne GPO. A town such as Flinders, for example, is some 84 kilometres from Melbourne. Yet
according to Regional Development Victoria (RDV), according to the minister and according to the
Labor government’s policy, the Mornington Peninsula shire is part of metropolitan Melbourne for
funding purposes. That means the Mornington Peninsula, unlike many other parts of Victoria which
are much closer to the Melbourne CBD, cannot access Regional Development Victoria funding or the
other funding pools that come from being a non-metropolitan municipality. For example, the City of
Greater Geelong with Geelong 72 kilometres from Melbourne, the Macedon Ranges shire and
Macedon itself at 61 kilometres, and Kinglake and the Murrindindi shire at 57 kilometres, are all
eligible for RDV funding. The question is: why is the Mornington Peninsula being discriminated
against? Why is the Mornington Peninsula not able to access those funding streams that small
businesses, municipalities and communities much closer to Melbourne, much more proximate to
Melbourne, can access when the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council cannot?
As I say, the Mornington Peninsula clearly is not part of metropolitan Melbourne. In fact, thanks to
good planning from previous Liberal governments, there is a clear green wedge between parts of
metropolitan Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula and therefore there is a clear distinction. The
people on the peninsula do not see themselves as part of Melbourne. They have many of the isolation
issues that other parts of regional Victoria have such as the lack of public transport. Indeed the council
has identified that over 80 per cent of residents of the peninsula do not have access to regular public
transport. Many of the social indicators that are associated with some of the disadvantaged
communities in regional Victoria are also prevalent in the Mornington Peninsula shire. Despite what
some may believe, there is a great deal of disadvantage in the Mornington Peninsula shire. The action
I seek from the Minister for Regional Development is that she give consideration to making whatever
changes are necessary to include the Mornington Peninsula in potential RDV funding, because that is
only fair and just given the need and given the distance from Melbourne of the Mornington Peninsula.
WARRACKNABEAL EDUCATION PRECINCT
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (16:01): My adjournment matter is for the attention of the
Minister for Education, and it relates to the Warracknabeal education precinct. Last week I was invited
to tour this precinct, which through unfortunate circumstances has become a central talking point
around Warracknabeal and other parts of Western Victoria. When I visited the school the state of the
buildings and walls were not what I had imagined; they were much worse.
Karly Kirk, a former student herself and parent of children currently attending the school, is a member
of the Finish What You Started campaign. This campaign calls on the state government to complete
stages 2 and 3 of the precinct. Warracknabeal parents were expecting a good news story in May’s state
budget which would fund the remaining two stages of the three-stage precinct. However, this was
unfortunately not the case. I spoke with students who are stoically proud of their school and who
continue to be positive towards their learning endeavours even though the rundown environment in
which they learn fails to motivate or inspire—two factors which every school should promote.
Stage 1 of the school was completed last year. The new facilities are great, but without completion of
the remaining two stages, stage 1 is unable to be properly utilised. The new purpose-built secondary
school currently houses the special learning students and the new administration centre, which boasts
a $25 000 desk, currently houses only one staff member. Understandably parents are confused and
frustrated. The primary school boasts leaking roofs, exposed power cables and classrooms which
cannot be used in summer as there is limited air conditioning. It reportedly also boasts asbestos-ridden
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walls. The current secondary school campus was built in 1927 and remains largely unchanged apart
from some major holes in the walls.
If this school was within metropolitan or major regional city boundaries, it would make front-page
news and demand immediate action. I understand that the government has obvious budget constraints,
and I commend the minister on the work he has done in order to improve other schools throughout
regional Victoria. However, I would ask that the minister tour this precinct to get a firsthand look at
the disrepair.
The Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) requires a final sign-off from the minister before
they can commence their final pre-construction planning. This process takes roughly six to nine
months. If undertaken now, the VSBA will be able to table their final report by the next state budget
and this would allow for funded construction to begin next year. Therefore the action that I seek is for
the education minister to permit the VSBA to commence final pre-construction plans for the
Warracknabeal education precinct so that the state government can continue to deliver quality
education to the students of Warracknabeal and surrounding rural areas.
MY MONEY CONVERSATION KIT
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (16:03): My adjournment matter is for the Honourable
Gabrielle Williams, the Minister for Prevention of Family Violence, Minister for Women and Minister
for Youth. My adjournment relates to the minister’s portfolio responsibilities for women. The
Andrews Labor government is helping improve the financial security of older women by supporting
a free financial wellbeing kit that will be available across the state. The Labor government provided
the Women’s Information Referral Exchange with $200 000 to develop and pilot workshops across
Victoria to better understand the financial needs of older women. The My Money conversation kit was
developed as a result and was launched last month. The kit includes a guide with questions to uncover
individual attitudes to money, tips on having difficult conversations and advice on financial abuse as
well as links to useful financial and government services. It includes an organiser to bring all financial
information together in one place.
Building confidence in money management helps reduce economic inequality. These skills are
particularly important for women as they tend to live longer, earn less than men and face financial
hardship as they age. The My Money conversation kit aims to help build women’s confidence to have
conversations about money with family and friends, build financial literacy and grow more financially
secure. The action I seek is for the minister to attend a community organisation supporting women in
my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region to provide an update on how women from my
electorate can benefit from this initiative.
NORTHERN PACIFIC SEA STAR
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (16:05): My adjournment matter is a joint question for
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and the Minister for Ports and Freight in
the other place. The action that I seek is for the ministers to report back on what measures are being
taken to curb the infestation of the Northern Pacific starfish in Port Phillip Bay and the Maribyrnong
and Yarra rivers and how ballast water from large vessels is being treated to stop further arrivals of
these pests. The Northern Pacific starfish was first seen in Port Phillip Bay in 1995 and has been a
major problem for the marine environment ever since. Today there are many millions of them in the
bay and up the Maribyrnong and Yarra rivers. The Northern Pacific starfish eats large numbers of
marine creatures, including shellfish, but they have no predators in Australian waters, and they are
almost impossible to eradicate. Since 1995 nothing has been done to control them. In a previous debate
I mistakenly named the Northern Pacific starfish as the crown-of-thorns starfish. The Northern Pacific
starfish gets into Port Phillip Bay mainly from the ballast tanks of large ships. When the ballast is
emptied the starfish end up in the bay and up the Yarra and Maribyrnong rivers, where they can be
found in great numbers for several kilometres.
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The problem is a difficult one. In the last two years large vessels have been using ballast water
management systems that add chemicals to the ballast water to kill off any invasive species like the
Northern Pacific starfish that may be lurking in the water. In April this year the federal Department of
Agriculture published research on the effects of chemicals in ballast water. It includes a section on
Port Phillip Bay and reports that chemicals in the ballast water have led to certain chemicals being
above their environmentally acceptable concentrations in Port Phillip Bay. A workable control plan is
desperately needed, and I ask the government to update the house on what actions are being taken to
help rid us of these pests and what impact this chemical-filled ballast water will have on the bay and
its native wildlife. I have attached the Treated Ballast Water and Its Impact on Port Water Quality
research report from April 2019 as part of my question to the minister.
The PRESIDENT: Dr Cumming, you cannot direct an adjournment matter to two ministers. Can
I suggest that it goes to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and that she liaise
with the Minister for Ports and Freight if needs be.
Debate interrupted.
Announcements
PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY
The PRESIDENT (16:09): Before I call the next adjournment matter, it has come to my attention
that there was an incident outside the front steps. In my understanding it was handled quite well and
there was forewarning about this individual. The issue is that there was an email sent to all
parliamentary staff about staying away from that area, but the email was not sent to members of
Parliament. I agree with the people shaking their heads that that is not good enough. We will look into
it and ensure that it never happens again that MPs are not notified at exactly the same time as staff.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (16:09): I have to go to an awards ceremony, so I will have to leave soon. It is
a shame Ms Crozier is not here. Ms Crozier raised a point of order because she believed a response
that Ms Mikakos gave her today to a question in question time was not responsive. I have reviewed
Hansard and checked the video, and my ruling stands that the minister was responsive. Therefore she
does not have to give a written response for either the substantive or supplementary question.
Adjournment
Debate resumed.
PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16:10): I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Education. It concerns correspondence and discussions that I have had with a lady in Bendigo
concerning her son, who is on the autism spectrum, and the troubles that she has had over a period of
time with a primary school in the city of Bendigo. It is a very, very difficult situation that this lady
finds herself in and that the child finds himself in as well. For example, when this child was 11 years
of age there was an incident, and the police interviewed him not only without his mother present but
without her knowledge, which to my way of thinking is not just not done but in fact against the law.
We are seeing a number of things that I could go on for quite some time about, but we really do need
a ministerial investigation into this. That is basically what I am asking, for the minister to investigate
the complaints that this lady has. She summed it up in a couple of paragraphs towards the end of the
letter, where she said:
It seems to be that school staff can treat Autistic kids anyway they want to with no consequences or
accountability. The Education Department is no better for letting this continue. I have heard many stories of
Autistic kids been treated like they don’t matter and treated like they have no rights.
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My son has been suffering from depression and has had thoughts of suicide, and at one point earlier this year
he tried to hurt himself. My son has suffered so much in his life and he is only 13 (14 next month) but what
the school and police did was the last straw for him.

This should not be happening in our schools. Children with autism should not be subject to the sort of
treatment which apparently has occurred in this particular instance. Families with autism have enough
on their plate, enough to cope with. I may have mentioned this from time to time before, but they have
enough on their plate to cope with without the treatment that this lady and her son have received both
from the school and—supposedly, apparently—from the police as well. I am asking Minister Merlino
to conduct a full inquiry into this. I am happy to provide him with the letter that I have received, and I
am asking him to conduct a full ministerial inquiry into what happened here and to ensure that we
never have anybody in this situation again.
GOULBURN VALLEY HEALTH
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16:13): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Health,
and it relates to the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health (GV Health) in Shepparton. The action
that I seek from the minister is that she publicly release the reviewed Goulburn Valley Health master
plan that is currently with the Department of Health and Human Services and provide a commitment
that funding for stage 2 of the redevelopment will be allocated in the 2020–21 budget to ensure a
continuous build of the hospital upon the completion of stage 1, which is currently underway.
A review of the 2015 GV Health master plan was carried out by the department between March and
May 2018, with the results of the review to be finalised in June 2018. Eighteen months after it
commenced, the reviewed master plan, which is vital to progress stage 2 of the GV Health
redevelopment, has still not been released publicly. The completion of stage 2 of the GV Health
redevelopment is vital to ensure that people of the Goulburn Valley are not left with half a hospital.
Just as importantly, the Andrews Labor government must provide funding that will ensure GV
Health’s redevelopment has a seamless transition from stage 1 to stage 2 and ensure a continuous build
of the hospital.
Stage 1 of the GV Health redevelopment was originally scheduled to be completed in December 2020,
but the most recent state budget revealed the project is now six months behind schedule with
completion in June 2021. It was disappointing that no funding for stage 2 was allocated in this year’s
state budget, with the only mention of GV Health being a footnote showing some money from the
Regional Health Infrastructure Fund for some planning for stage 2. Given that there is no indication
in the budget of how much money will be allocated for this planning or when it will be made available
to be used, I can understand the growing unrest in the local community regarding funding for their
hospital. This uncertainty is not eased by the updated GV Health master plan being buried deep within
the bureaucracy of the department and the minister hiding it from public scrutiny.
It is time the minister provided certainty for the Goulburn Valley community and committed funding
for stage 2 of the GV Health redevelopment. The action I seek from the minister is that she publicly
release the reviewed Goulburn Valley Health master plan that is currently with the department and
provide a commitment that funding for stage 2 of the redevelopment will be allocated in the 2020–21
budget to ensure a continuous build of the hospital upon the completion of stage 1, which is currently
underway.
HOSPITAL INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (16:16): My adjournment debate item is related to
the Minister for Health’s portfolio. There have been many news articles recently about hospitals
overworking, underpaying and failing to meet certain contractual obligations for their junior doctors.
The Victorian branch of the AMA has advised us that since the publication of these articles it has
received correspondence from a large number of doctors confirming the issues. It has gotten to the
point where the AMA is assisting some of these doctors with taking legal action. We are advised that

ADJOURNMENT
3174

Legislative Council

Thursday, 12 September 2019

the government and the hospitals tend to pass the buck back and forth, with the Department of Health
and Human Services saying the fault is with the hospitals as the employer and with the hospitals saying
they cannot meet the obligations due to a lack of resources. I ask the minister to engage in a
constructive conciliatory process to address the issue.
WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (16:16): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change and concerns misleading campaigns against waste
incineration in this place and the necessity for Victoria to adopt this cost-effective method of waste
disposal and energy production. Having recently visited waste-to-energy plants in the UK and
Scandinavia which have been operating successfully for years, I can attest that this is a very productive
and clean way of dealing with domestic combustible waste. None of the projects I visited, incidentally,
incinerated plastics. I cannot understand why Victoria, given both our energy and waste crises, which
we could rightly describe as emergencies, would not be rushing to facilitate projects of this type.
The Greens are obviously not up to date with the issue of emissions, because you cannot imagine any
project getting off the ground in Scandinavia if emissions were the issue. Of course you need large
volumes of waste for plants to be viable, but smaller applications are feasible. Biomass energy is
successfully fuelling two healthcare centres in my electorate. Rather than burying our waste in the
ground or exporting it to less developed nations, we should use it in a much more efficient and
productive manner and maybe even import their waste and help them out. All methods of recycling
should be explored that are done around the globe, including turning glass into road-making material
and old clothing into carpet. Waste should be seen as an opportunity, not a problem, and Victoria
surely has the ingenuity, space and capacity to address this issue in a cost-effective and energyproductive way.
Instead of local councils contributing to a sustainability levy, which resulted in solar panels on trams
in Melbourne and props up the budget bottom line, the levy should end and local governments should
join together with the private sector to produce their own solution to the waste problem. The Greens
are totally irresponsible in rejecting waste-to-energy options. Circular economies utilise waste to
energy and all forms of recycling. The action I seek is that the minister work with local councils and
waste-to-energy companies and seek to convert waste to an opportunity through incineration of
Victoria’s excessive domestic combustible waste pile.
ADULT FILM INDUSTRY
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (16:19): My adjournment item is for the Attorney-General. You
may or may not be aware, but selling and producing pornography in Victoria is illegal. I am sure the
Attorney-General will be shocked to learn that despite Victorian government legislation that aims to
protect us all, porn is in fact widely available in Victoria. I was certainly shocked to learn this.
Just the other night, entirely by accident, I happened to stumble across the most astounding website
with short videos featuring quite an extraordinary range of young—and indeed not so young—ladies
in various states of undress engaged in various vigorous activities. I felt it was my duty to the house to
research this matter further, extensively, and it is my sad and melancholic responsibility to report to
the house that the site was in fact hosting pornographic material. And it does not end there. As my
further feverish studies over many hours revealed, this was not the only such site on the internet. After
I recovered from my shock and deleted my browser history, I rose from my fainting couch and
loosened my grip on my pearls. I got to thinking: if porn is so easy to get hold of, why is it still illegal?
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That is when I found an article about Morgana Muses. Morgana was an Albury resident who became
a feminist porn star at the age of 47. Before beginning her pornographic career, Morgana had felt that
she was:
… expected to just dwindle in the background and not be able to explore—

her desires. She has since received awards for her work and is the subject of a documentary, From
Housewife to Pornstar. She says capturing her sexuality on film and having others engage with her
story gave her a new-found confidence. Unfortunately because porn is illegal to produce in Victoria
and New South Wales this life-changing journey would have had to have been realised illegally or
realised somewhere else.
It is no longer 1981. The internet is a thing. The cat is out of the bag, the horse has long since escaped
the stable and the coop has been flown. The Liberal Democrats believe that all Victorians should be
free to view, create and distribute adult material—all adult Victorians. I call on the Attorney-General
to commit to introducing legislation that would legalise all aspects of the adult film industry and make
Victoria sexy again.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: My Quilty, I am sorry, but you cannot actually ask for legislation
in an adjournment debate, so would you be able to rephrase the action that you seek.
Mr QUILTY: I call on the Attorney-General to investigate doing something to make it legal.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is fine. Thank you very much, Mr Quilty.
BOROONDARA PLANNING SCHEME
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:22): This is a serious matter
for the attention of the Minister for Planning, and it concerns the risks to heritage in the City of
Boroondara and the now infamous Boroondara planning scheme C299. Disgracefully Boroondara,
alone in all the state, allows the demolition of buildings where there is a heritage protection or overlay
or one in the offing. That is disgraceful. We are seeing the commitment to densification and the
commitment to forced densification of this government in trying to force development right across the
east of Melbourne and the south of Melbourne, and they have zeroed in and targeted the City of
Boroondara.
I saw the minister’s answer to the question asked by the member for Kew, Mr Smith, today in the
lower house. To say that Mr Wynne’s answer was disingenuous would be just a start. He tried to say
that he had written to the City of Boroondara to seek their views about the six properties that were
listed. The fact is he has put a special nasty planning scheme amendment on the City of Boroondara.
He has done that in a calculated way. It is designed to damage and destroy heritage in the city. It is
because he hates Boroondara and he hates the people within the City of Boroondara. That is why he
is doing it. So for him to disingenuously claim that in some way last week he wrote to the City of
Boroondara and is awaiting a reply is silly and disingenuous in the extreme.
The fact is what he needs to do is get on and remove C299. There ought not be a Boroondara-specific
amendment of this type. That amendment should be stripped out and he should leave the same
arrangements in place that apply around the rest of the city. That would be better protection of heritage.
There is a broader issue on heritage and a broader issue on needing to ensure that the heritage studies
are completed and that where there are interim heritage orders in place there are appropriate
protections. We need a faster response system too where a building is to be demolished or a permit is
being sought where there is clearly heritage value that has for some reason not been appropriately
catalogued or picked up at an earlier point. They are all broader points and they are all legitimate
points, but they are not the point that I am making today, which is the main issue: that they need to get
rid of C299. I ask that the Minister for Planning act immediately to do so.
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PRIMARY CARE PARTNERSHIPS
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (16:25): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Health and it relates to primary care partnerships (PCPs). Primary care partnerships, as we all know,
do an amazing job of primary care, including great programs in terms of mental health, cultural
awareness, family violence and telehealth, and they certainly fill those gaps in the health region that
are not provided for by anyone else. Primary health networks are not a replacement for PCPs. Primary
health networks are funded by the federal government and are related predominately to GPs and their
services—indeed they used to be called divisions of general practice. But our PCPs encompass a great
range of services, including hospitals and community health services, local government, mental health
services, drug treatment services and certainly disability services in my electorate.
Mentioning my electorate, we have some great PCPs: Bairnsdale, Central West Gippsland, Wellington
and Frankston Mornington Peninsula PCP. They offer a range of services to meet their community
needs, and these include drug and alcohol prevention, and this is very, very important, our having
spoken only yesterday in terms of the Quit hotline and the importance around anti-cancer issues in
relation to smoking. Quite often we see a link between all of those addictive behaviours—smoking,
drugs and alcohol—and therefore it is important to have these open-door policies and the outreach
workers to be able to make contact and provide great services.
It is also in relation to family violence, and unfortunately we see that happening in Gippsland as well.
Indeed there is strategic engagement and other partnerships, and also in Gippsland are Aboriginal
health issues. But we see these primary care partnerships really doing great programs, spontaneously
creating new cultural awareness and new engagements for both young and old. These are very, very
important issues. So the action I seek from the minister is to confirm to me the specific amount of
funding for the PCPs in my electorate and to confirm whether this funding is ongoing in 2020, whether
it is going to be the same or increased and whether it will be the same over the forward estimates.
PRIMARY CARE PARTNERSHIPS
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:28): I also want to raise an issue for the Minister for
Health. Again it is in relation to the primary care partnerships (PCPs), which I would have wanted to
ask in question time but unfortunately that was taken up by the crisis the state is seeing around the
Austin Health issue. As I have said in adjournment matters on a number of occasions, the primary care
partnerships provide an enormous amount of support to many, many Victorians and many, many
organisations. In fact they support around 850 organisations across the state. The areas they work in,
as has been mentioned, are health literacy, social and cultural connections, housing and homelessness,
problem gambling, alcohol and other drugs, family violence, chronic disease, community resilience,
oral health, healthy ageing, mobilising community will, healthy eating, disability, active living, climate
change, mental health and wellbeing, and education and employment.
These issues across our community are huge, and the 850 organisations that are supported by the
primary care partnerships are very concerned about the government’s approach. As I have raised, there
remains huge doubt over whether the funding for the PCPs will be undertaken on 1 January 2020 and
into the forward estimates. The action I ask the minister to undertake is to provide to the house and to
the sector who will be supporting these 850 organisations and all those issues they are dealing with if
the funding that I understand is to occur is cut to this very important area within our health system.
RESPONSES
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (16:30): I think I have a record 14 adjournment matters. They are from Mr Ondarchie
addressed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure; Mr Elasmar to the Minister for Training and
Skills; Mr O’Donohue to the Minister for Regional Development; Mr Grimley to the Minister for
Education; Ms Vaghela to the Minister for Women; Dr Cumming to the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change; Mr Finn to the Minister for Education; Ms Lovell to the Minister
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for Health; Mr Limbrick to the Minister for Health; Mrs McArthur to the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change; Mr Quilty to the Attorney-General; Mr Davis to the Minister for
Planning; Ms Bath to the Minister for Health; and Ms Crozier to the Minister for Health.
There are no answers to previous adjournment matters.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16:31): Last night I raised a matter on the adjournment for the
Minister for Health. The minister was in the chamber at the time and at the table. She claimed to have
discharged the matter but in fact made no reference at all in her response to the HealthWest primary
care partnership in Footscray that I had asked about. I am at a loss to understand how that matter can
be discharged when she did not actually refer to it. I am asking for a response from her on the next day
of sitting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Finn. I will refer the matter to the President, and
hopefully he will solicit a response for you.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (16:32): The minister at the table indicates that he has
no responses today. I have an adjournment matter that I asked that by my reading is more than 30 days
overdue. It concerns funding for Selwyn House in Craigieburn, which I asked of the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers. I ask that that matter be expedited.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Ondarchie. I am sure the minister at the table will
follow that up for you.
The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 4.33 pm until Tuesday, 15 October.
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Answers to constituency questions
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period
shown.

30 August to 12 September 2019
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (5 June 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government’s Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Plan: Key priorities 20172020 is the first of its kind in Victoria.
Key initiatives under this Plan are intended to strengthen a range of existing sexual health promotion and
clinical prevention and treatment services funded by government. For example, the Victorian 1800 My
Options statewide phone line builds on associated statewide and regional services delivered by women’s
health, sexual health and community health organisations, as well as new initiatives in universal settings such
as pharmacies and schools.
1800 My options, established in March 2018 and run by Women’s Health Victoria, operates five days a week.
A phone line is free and confidential and also includes an associated website related to evidence-based
women’s sexual and reproductive health information.
Over the last year, 1800 My options has assisted more than 5,000 callers by providing information and
location of a range of clinical services, including contraception, counselling and termination providers.
A key focus of the Andrews Labor Government’s Women’s Sexual and Reproductive Health Plan is
strengthening the capacity of the primary health care sector to facilitate women’s access to sexual and
reproductive health information and services. This is because we know that better sexual health relies on a
strong focus on promotion and prevention through universal service settings.
Between 2017 and 2019, our Labor Government has progressively provided funding to establish women’s
sexual and reproductive health hubs. To ensure women’s anonymity and reduce any stigma associated with
accessing sexual and reproductive health services, hubs have been established in community-health services.
The Labor Government committed to eight hubs, half of which are located in regional Victoria at Bendigo
Health, Ballarat Community Health, Gateway Health and Gippsland Lakes Community Health.
Under the Plan, additional funding was also provided to Sunraysia Community Health to enhance and expand
the sexual and reproductive health services available in Mildura.
Medical, nursing and allied health professionals have benefited from training workshops, including staff from
the Victorian Refugee Health Program, Multi-Disciplinary Centres for Sexual Assault and the Victorian
Family and Reproductive Rights Education Program.
The Plan has also provided funding for the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia to develop a comprehensive
resource on women’s sexual and reproductive health for pharmacists, which has since been distributed to
Victorian pharmacists statewide.
Supercare pharmacies, another innovative Victorian Government initiative, are open 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, with a private consulting room and free registered nursing services on site from 6 pm to 10 pm,
every day. Residents in Mildura have benefited from this initiative.
Young people can receive health support, advice and treatment through the Victorian Government’s Doctors
in Secondary Schools program. Adolescent health-trained general practitioners are available to students and
since 2017 Red Cliffs Secondary College has participated in this program.
The award-winning Better Health Channel, funded by the Victorian Government, has been updated to include
consumer fact sheets on women’s sexual and reproductive health, which are also available in a range of
community languages on the Translations Directory, also funded by the Victorian Government.
Further improving access to sexual and reproductive health information and services for Victorians requires
greater involvement of local general practices. This must be part of a multidisciplinary service delivery model
where nurses and pharmacists can and should play a significant role across the system.

ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Thursday, 12 September 2019

Legislative Council

3179

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (6 June 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring the Victorian racing industry treats all animals with care
and promotes the welfare of racing animals both during their career and in retirement.
Racing Victoria (RV) has implemented a number of safety improvements in jumps racing which have
significantly reduced the rate of falls and horse fatalities. These include modification to the design of jumps,
improved schooling and trialling requirements and stricter horse qualification standards.
Following the conclusion of the 2018 jumps racing season RV’s Jumps Review Panel, in consultation with
industry stakeholders, reviewed all races and recommended further changes designed to improve the safety
of jumps racing.
These changes include:
•

engagement of a rider skills coach to provide hands-on training to riders who will also review rides
and falls and provide feedback to the Jumps Review Panel

•

discontinuation of jumps racing at Bendigo Jockey Club with jumps races to be transferred to
Pakenham.

RV has also amended its track preparation policy for jumps racing to ensure track surfaces have sufficient
give and the speed of races does not place undue pressure on horses. The new policy requires surfaces to be
presented no firmer than a soft 5.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (13 August 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring that all forms of hunting on public land will be managed
to ensure that it is safe, responsible and consistent with a wide range of other values and users.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (13 August 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
Thank you, Mr Barton, for your question on the Bulleen industrial zone. I am aware that the North East Link
Environment Effects Statement (EES) predicts that more than 80 businesses from the Bulleen industrial zone,
including Bulleen Art & Garden, will need to be acquired for the reference design.
As you are aware, the North East Link EES process is currently in progress. This process is the most rigorous
environmental assessment process in Victoria. Businesses from the Bulleen industrial zone have made
submissions on the EES and submitters were invited to present to the independent inquiry and advisory
committee (IAC). Submitters will be presenting at the public hearing, which is being held from 25 July to
13 September 2019. I look forward to receiving the IAC’s report to consider when preparing my assessment
of the environmental effects of the project, which will include effects on businesses. My ‘Minister’s
assessment’ will then be considered by project decision-makers.
For advice on the process for compulsory acquisition of businesses, I recommend that you speak to the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, who was appointed as the Project Minister when the Premier declared
the project for the purpose of applying the delivery and acquisition powers under the Major Transport
Projects Facilitation Act 2009.
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WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (13 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The intersection upgrade of Gap Road and Horne Street in Sunbury was completed in July 2019.
I understand that the Level Crossing Removal Project is undertaking site investigations at this location as part
of the level crossing removal on Gap Road for the Sunbury train line.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13 August 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
There is strong community awareness that the Andrews Labor Government is removing 75 level crossings
with 29 already gone.
There is an equal awareness in the community of the Liberal party’s determination to prevent the removal of
level crossings. The Liberal Opposition went to the election last year with a clear commitment to keep the
Toorak Road Level Crossing in place until at least 2023.
The Andrews Labor Government went to the election last year with a clear commitment to remove the Toorak
Road Level Crossing as quickly as possible. The recent community consultation identified overwhelming
support to remove the crossing as quickly as possible and construction is already underway.
As per all the removal of all level crossings, a Community Liaison Group (CLG) is being established to assist
the project team by providing local perspectives during the removal of the crossing. The first meeting of the
CLG will be convened shortly.
A response is currently being prepared in relation to the Legislative Council documents motion.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (13 August 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
I thank the member for her question.
While the cantilever viewing platform at Agnes Falls Scenic Reserve will be constructed on Parks Victoria
managed land, the project is being fully funded and managed by the South Gippsland Shire Council.
I have been advised by Parks Victoria, from their involvement in a working group for the project, that the
engineering design for the lookout, which will ensure the lookout is safe and fit for purpose, is near
completion.
I look forward to the completion of the Agnes Falls lookout as this will be a wonderful attraction for the south
Gippsland area.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14 August 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting emergency services through ongoing investment,
ensuring volunteers and employees have the right equipment and resources to keep all Victorians safe. Across
the last three State Budgets the Victorian Government has allocated more than $54 million towards VICSES
capital projects.
Mansfield Shire Council (the land owner) had previously advised that it would sell the land currently occupied
by the Unit and had offered the Unit an alternate site. The Unit were not supportive of the proposed site as it
may lead to an increase in response times.
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However, on 20 August 2019, Council unanimously resolved to suspend the sale of the site until a report has
been commissioned examining all potential and appropriate options for the site.
The Emergency Services Infrastructure Authority (ESIA) and VICSES are continuing to work with Mansfield
Shire Council and the Mansfield VICSES Unit to ensure continuity of service to this community.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (14 August 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
I thank the member for her question. I can advise that on Thursday 4 April 2019 Parks Victoria published
photographs on its website to help communicate the impact and risks to natural and cultural values associated
with climbing. One image was not related to climbing and was removed as soon as Parks Victoria was made
aware of the error. This was a human error.
Parks Victoria subsequently sent a letter of explanation and apology to the Victorian Climbing Club and
admission of the error was published in multiple media outlets, including The Australian, The Age, ABC, and
The Herald Sun.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (14 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Regional Roads Victoria advises me that it is continuing to work closely with our New South Wales
counterparts on planning for a new Yarrawonga-Mulwala Bridge.
We have heard the community’s feedback on their preferred route and will work to better understand the
future transport needs and aspirations of the communities of Yarrawonga and Mulwala.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The traffic lights that control the intersections along Main Road East and West near St Albans train station
(including those opposite the St Albans train station at St Albans Road and McKechnie Street) allocate
different amounts of time to each leg of the intersection based on the volume of pedestrians, cyclists, motorists
and buses.
The Department of Transport (DoT) advises me that the combined amount of green light time and flashing
red light time provided to pedestrians to commence and complete their crossing of Main Road East at St
Albans Road and of Main Road West at McKenzie Street is 23 seconds and 26 seconds, respectively. After
the review, DoT has now increased these times to 25 seconds and 28 seconds, respectively. Furthermore, DoT
has increased the combined amount of green light and flashing red light time across St Albans Road and
McKechnie Street by two seconds to help pedestrians cross the road and access the train station.
This provides pedestrians with enough time to commence crossing the road (when the green light is displayed)
and complete their crossing (which can be done when the flashing red light is displayed).
I would like to thank Cynthia for bringing this matter to my attention.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (14 August 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Andrews Labor Government recognises that people living in rural and regional communities, including
Victoria’s western region, can sometimes face quite different challenges to those in metropolitan areas.
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The government is building on last year’s record mental health investment, investing a further $173 million
to ensure Victorians with mental illness get better treatment and care, closer to home. This government’s
substantial investment in the mental health system represents a 36% increase in funding to rural and regional
health services since 2014-15.
Specific mental health investments in the Western Victoria region include the construction of the new 12-bed
Grampians Prevention and Recovery Care facility due to come online in 2020, upgrades to the inpatient units
in Geelong and Ballarat, the construction of a new Emergency Department Mental Health and Alcohol and
Other Drugs hub in Geelong, new Clinical Nurse Consultant positions across the region and Hospital
Outreach Post-Suicidal Engagement sites in Ballarat, Geelong and Warrnambool.
The truth is, we don’t have the best mental health system we could–or should–have. It is clear that our mental
health system needs systemic reform.
That’s why the Andrews Labor Government has established a Royal Commission into the Mental Health
System. The Royal Commission will tell us what’s working and what isn’t in our mental health system and
help give us the answers we need to fix what’s not working.
The Terms of Reference require the Royal Commission to inquire into and report on how to improve mental
health outcomes for Victorians at greater risk of experiencing poor mental health, including people from rural
and regional communities, taking into account best practice and person-centred treatment and models.
This is a once in a generation opportunity to reform our mental health services, so we can have the
collaborative, accessible, person-centred system Victorians deserve. I encourage the member and his
constituents to continue engaging in the Royal Commission’s processes to ensure that they views of people
living in rural and regional Victoria are heard.
The Royal Commission’s final report will be delivered within two years. Government has already committed
to implementing all of its recommendations.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (14 August 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
I would like to congratulate the Benalla Auto Club on its successful delivery of the 2019 V8 Supercars Winton
SuperSprint at Winton Motor Raceway. As Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, I am pleased to
see the number of visitors this event attracts and the economic impact it has on the region. The Victorian
Government supported the 2019 event with funding from the Regional Events Fund and the event attracted
over 24,000 people.
l am advised that Benalla Auto Club, who deliver the event on behalf of Supercars, has been in commercial
in confidence discussions with Visit Victoria about possibilities for funding from the Regional Events Fund
in 2020.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14 August 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Municipal and Industrial Landfill levies are collected directly from licenced landfill operators on a quarterly
basis for each tonne of waste deposited onto land at the licensed premises as permitted under the Environment
Protection Act 1970.
A cost breakdown is not available by municipality as the levy paid by the landfill operator may relate to waste
collected from many different municipalities.
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (15 August 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government values our dairy and beef industries and their contribution to Victorian regional
communities and economies. The government supports our livestock industries through:
•

undertaking research and development to support productivity and industry growth

•

enabling market development and access, and

•

providing support services in response to industry down-turns and shocks.

The Victorian Government is also working with all jurisdictions to develop a coordinated, national approach
to supporting the agriculture sector adapt to climate change and emissions. The national work complements
Agriculture Victoria’s climate adaptation and mitigation research. This research has included collaborating
with international researchers to identify dietary supplements which mitigate methane emissions from dairy
cows. In addition, the research is enabling productivity gains and genetic adaptation essential to farming in a
hotter, drier Victoria.
The Victorian Government is committed to growing community confidence in agriculture. The government
is partnering with the Victorian Farmers Federation to deliver a consumer-focussed communications and
engagement campaign to back Victorian farmers and build community confidence.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (15 August 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
I thank Mr Elasmar for his question.
Free TAFE is an opportunity for students who normally could not afford TAFE, or who would find it
financially difficult, to do a course that will increase their chances of getting a job, without paying tuition fees.
In the first half of this year we have seen more than 25,000 students commence their training in Free TAFE
courses. This is a 92 per cent increase in commencements in these courses compared to the same period in
2018.
Students in the Northern Metropolitan Region along with all those studying or thinking about studying a Free
TAFE courses at one of Victorian TAFE institutes will benefit from the additional allocation of $11.7 million.
Free TAFE students who may be struggling with their studies or personal issues are supported by additional
staff and services such as counselling, disability support, careers advice and financial counselling. Access to
additional staff and services will support Free TAFE students to manage personal challenges and achieve their
goals.
Returning to study can be daunting. To make sure Free TAFE students and potential students are starting their
Free TAFE journey with the right tools and confidence to finish their qualification and get the jobs they want,
we have funded the ACFE Board to develop and deliver learning materials to improve time management,
study skills and literacy. These new pre-vocational courses will be available to students who need further
assistance in preparing them with the skills needed to commence their Free TAFE course.
To ensure Free TAFE students have the best quality teachers, part of this additional funding will be used to
offer teaching scholarships to professionals with industry experience to complete the Certificate IV in
Training and Assessment and become TAFE teachers in priority areas.
By attracting and encouraging industry experts to become TAFE teachers we are ensuring Free TAFE
students are learning from industry experts with current knowledge and skills of the industry in which Free
TAFE students aim to be part of.
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EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (15 August 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
I thank the Member for Eastern Victoria for the question and for her previous and ongoing advocacy for
drought affected farmers in the region.
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting farmers through drought and dry conditions. We have
provided over $50 million of additional support to enable farmers and communities to prepare for and manage
dry seasonal conditions.
Support available in Wellington and East Gippsland Shires includes:
•

One-off Farm Business Assistance payments of up to $3,500 to be used wherever farmers’ cost pressures
are–whether it’s to pay their council rates, household bills or feed for stock, because they know their
businesses better than anyone else

•

On-Farm Drought Infrastructure Support Grants of up to $5,000 to help improve drought management
and preparedness

•

Pasture Recovery and Management Grants of up to $5,000 to recover farmers’ pastures and install
infrastructure to keep their farms resilient for years to come

•

The Catchment Management Authority Drought Employment program, which provides off-farm
employment and training for farmers, farm workers and individuals affected by drought

•

Technical assistance delivered by Agriculture Victoria, which provides technical advice and delivers
workshops and webinars to assist farm businesses in managing dry seasonal conditions

•

The Rural Financial Counselling Service, which provides free financial counselling to primary
producers and small rural businesses who are experiencing financial hardship.

A large range of mental health, technical, small business and financial support is also available to Victorian
farmers. This includes free on-farm energy assessments and grants of up to $50,000 through the Agriculture
Energy Investment Plan to help farmers reduce their energy bills and emissions.
I would encourage people to visit the Agriculture Victoria website or contact Agriculture Victoria’s Customer
Service Centre on 136 186 for further information on the available support.
My department continues to undertake analysis and have discussions with farmers, communities and industry
groups regarding the impact of ongoing dry conditions across Victoria and the likely outcomes from the 2019
growing season. This will inform any potential further support for farm business and communities affected
by drought and dry seasonal conditions.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (15 August 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
On 28 November 2018, the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal directed Banyule City Council to
grant a planning permit for seven townhouses at 22 Arden Crescent, Rosanna.
Interim heritage controls were applied to the site on 31 January 2019 via Amendment C151 to the Banyule
Planning Scheme with an expiry date of 1 November 2019. As the planning permit issued at the direction of
VCAT was made prior to the interim Heritage Overlay it cannot be acted on. Under the Heritage Overlay, a
new planning permit would be required to demolish or remove a building, subdivide and construct a building,
or construct or carry out works.
The council exhibited a proposal to apply the Heritage Overlay to the site on a permanent basis as part of
Amendment C152 to the Banyule Planning Scheme. I am advised that, following a public hearing, the
independent planning panel recommended that the council should abandon Amendment C152.
On 15 July 2019, the council resolved to adopt the amendment with 22 Arden Crescent, Rosanna, included
in the Heritage Overlay and submit it for my approval.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning is currently assessing the amendment.
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All submissions received about the amendment, the findings and recommendations of the independent
planning panel, Planning Practice Note 1 and applicable planning policy will inform a decision on the
amendment. I anticipate that a decision will be made before the expiry of the interim Heritage Overlay on
1 November 2019.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15 August 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The San Remo Foreshore Caravan Committee of Management Inc engaged an independent broker to conduct
the tender process for the lease of the Sam Remo Foreshore Caravan Park. The tender was widely advertised
in local media and trade magazines for over 6 weeks in 2018.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) reviewed the tender documentation
and process and found it to be consistent with the requirements of the Leasing Policy for Victorian Crown
Land. While the department identified some administrative issues, these had no bearing on the outcome of
the tender.
DELWP continues to work with the current lease holder and the Committee of Management to help to resolve
any outstanding matters to the satisfaction of all parties.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (27 August 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting emergency services through ongoing investment,
ensuring volunteers and employees have the right equipment and resources to keep all Victorians safe. Across
the last three State Budgets the Victorian Government has allocated more than $54 million towards Victoria
State Emergency Service (VICSES) capital projects.
To be perfectly clear, we are faced with this situation because of Mansfield Shire Council’s decision.
Mansfield Shire Council (the land owner) passed a motion in January 2019 to sell or lease the land currently
occupied by the Unit at 166 Maroondah Highway, and in early July 2019 it commenced the public sale
process for the full parcel of land. At no point has the Council indicated to VICSES that it would sub-divide
the site.
On 20 August 2019, Council unanimously resolved to suspend the sale of the site until a report has been
received examining all potential and appropriate options for the site. We welcome this decision.
We back our volunteers at Mansfield SES, and our first priority is ensuring that the SES’ operational
capability is maintained. The Emergency Services Infrastructure Authority and VICSES are continuing to
work with Mansfield Shire Council and the Unit to ensure continuity of service to this community.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (27 August 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
I can confirm that there are no plans to remove these town services which transport students and other
members of the community between Pakenham and Koo Wee Rup.
DoT received very short notice of the liquidation of the former operator, and acted swiftly to ensure there
were no service disruptions. The services the Member refers to did run on the date in question. As the services
were provided by an alternative operator, it is possible that the students did not recognise the bus as their usual
one.
A temporary arrangement is in place to ensure service continuity while preparations are made to re-tender the
contract.
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NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (27 August 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for Northern Metropolitan for her continued interest in the Andrews Labor Government’s
promised elevated rail design that will see the removal of four dangerous and congested level crossings on
the Upfield line.
New stations will be built at Coburg and Moreland with the heritage-listed station buildings preserved. The
project will revitalise the local area, create new open space and be a catalyst for further enhancements.
Construction starts this year and these level crossings will be gone for good in 2020.
The Andrews Labor Government and the Level Crossing Removal Project has an extensive public
consultation program on the Upfield line level crossing removals that began more than 18 months ago and
will continue throughout the project. These activities include focus groups, surveys, train station pop-ups,
multiple community information sessions with another to be held on September 14th, online feedback forms
and promotions—the next to be held September 14-28, community updates, and public scheme amendment
letters.
We are investing heavily in making spaces around the elevated rail and new stations leafy and green. These
spaces will feature three times as many trees and plants as are currently in the area. The project team has
sought initial input to the landscaping and open space plans from the local community and we look forward
to receiving additional input from locals following the release of designs earlier this week.
While the LXRP has explored other options for staging and construction of the project, alternative locations
would require the compulsory acquisition—and destruction—of neighbouring homes. This is not an option
that we will pursue.
We have–and will continue–to engage with the Coburg and Brunswick communities as they provide feedback
on aspects of the project including the new open space and Upfield Bike Path improvements created by the
elevated rail design.
We are seeking feedback on specific aspects of the new open space designs in the coming weeks, such as
how locals might use the areas, types of materials we could use, as well as people’s preferred look and feel of
the open space.
Following this latest stage of community consultation, we will share the final designs of the overall project
and begin works in late 2019.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (27 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Recognition of licensing standards is undertaken on a national basis by Austroads, the peak organisation of
Australasian road transport and traffic agencies. Austroads is responsible for determining the recognition of
a country’s driver licence, based on comparable driver testing standards.
The testing requirements for overseas licence holders to obtain an Australian licence are determined by
whether the licensing standards in the country where the licence was issued are comparable to the licensing
standards in Australia. Where a country’s standards are comparable, no tests are required. Where the standards
are not, the overseas licence holder is required to be tested.
Currently, licence holders from 28 recognised countries are exempt from testing when applying for an
Australian licence. If a person is 25 years or older, a further 16 countries are recognised.
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SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (27 August 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
Yarra Trams and the Department of Transport are committed to re-building the station building and café.
However, the revised drawings for the awning that were submitted to City of Port Philip for public comment
received more than 40 objections. Until the objections are addressed, construction cannot be completed. Yarra
Trams is awaiting a hearing date from Council to address the objections.
The former café operator has been fully involved in the detailed design process.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (28 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade Project forms part of the Northern Roads Upgrade managed by Major Road
Projects Victoria (MRPV), which falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure, the Hon Jacinta Allan MP. As such, you may wish to raise this question with Minister Allan
to respond.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (29 August 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
Congratulations to your constituent on being accepted into university.
The Victorian and Regional Student Passes are targeted to students studying at a primary or secondary school
level, or the TAFE equivalent. It is not available to all TAFE students.
If your constituent is studying a full-time PTV approved course, they may be eligible for half priced public
transport fares and can apply for a PTV Tertiary ID card. Students that hold a Health Care Card can also
access half priced fares.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (29 August 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The Victorian Government is committed to making our roads safer for all Victorians. That’s why we’re
investing a record $1.4 billion in the Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy, and it’s why this year’s Budget
includes $608 million to upgrade local roads, and more than $486 million to lifting the standard of country
roads.
It’s why we’re investing $120 million to crack down on dangerous driving, and it’s why we’re protecting and
improving the Great Ocean Road with a $53 million investment in its centenary year.
Our commitment to reducing fatalities and serious injuries is also why we’re finding innovative ways to
improve road safety, like the Side Road Activated Speed technology at Ecklin South, and it’s why we’re
completing a package of upgrades on Anglesea Road between Waurn Ponds and Anglesea.
It’s also why in May this year, we held a Road Safety Summit in Melbourne, bringing together the Victorian
government, local governments, subject matter experts, emergency service representatives, and road safety
advocates to get to the heart of what we are seeing in terms of fatalities and serious injuries on our roads in
2019.
Under Towards Zero, and the Safe System principles of road safety, we know that road safety is a shared
responsibility. It takes all of us, working together, to achieve zero fatalities and serious injuries on our roads.
So that’s why following the Road Safety Summit, I announced eight Regional Road Safety Forums, to listen
to local communities about their local road safety concerns.
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These Forums are an opportunity for communities to come together with Government to discuss local safety
issues they are seeing on our roads, and they are helping to provide important insights as we develop our next
road safety strategy. A lot of work is going into these forums, and I want to thank the Transport Accident
Commission for leading the work on them.
Over 130 people attended the Geelong forum on 21 August, and all views and voices were equally important.
Local business operators, road safety advocates, and residents interested in road safety, joined with subject
matter experts and emergency services workers to discuss a range of issues, including around driver
education, licensing, cycling safety, pedestrians, visitors to the region, road conditions, vehicle technology,
and safer speeds.
Since Geelong, we have also held forums in Portland and Bendigo, with one remaining in Mildura on
19 September. For those who registered but couldn’t attend their chosen forum, they have also been provided
with an online survey, to ensure their voices are heard. Experts will consider all suggestions and issues put
forward by the community as part of the development of the next road safety strategy and advice to
Government.
I thank everyone who has participated to date for sharing their ideas. Further engagement will occur later this
year as we continue on our journey towards zero fatalities and serious injuries on Victorian roads.
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Written responses to questions without notice
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period
shown.

30 August to 12 September 2019
FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES FUNDING
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that—
In the 2019-20 Budget, $185.5 million has been invested across the Victorian Government towards the
implementation of the family violence reforms. This allocation is made up of the following:
•

$85.0 million over four years to promote behaviour change of perpetrators of family violence
through behavioural change programs, intensive engagement of perpetrators with complex needs
and extending a pilot of the Caring Dads program, of which $22.5 million is for 2019-20.

•

$12.3 million over four years to continue therapeutic support for victim survivors of family
violence and sexual assault, including new therapeutic approaches for women and children with
disabilities, of which $3.3 million is for 2019-20.

•

$8.6 million over four years to provide specialised support for Aboriginal Victorians of which
$1.5 million is for 2019-20.

•

$3.1 million in 2019-20 for the next stage of the 10-year Industry Plan for Family Violence
Prevention and Response, to grow the family violence service delivery workforce and strengthen
its capability.

•

$28.7 million over four years to support delivery of the Dhelk Dja Aboriginal 10 Year Family
Violence Agreement with Aboriginal Orange Door Access Points and more frontline services for
Aboriginal Victorians, of which $4.5 million is for 2019-20.

•

$5.7 million over four years for Everybody Matters: Inclusion & Equity Statement, supporting
family violence responses for LGBTI Victorians and people with a disability, of which $0.9 million
is for 2019-20.

•

$23.9 million over four years for Family Violence Refuge and Crisis Case Management
Responses, which includes the provision of 24/7 access to women’s refuges, additional places in
redeveloped refuges and support for victim survivors in emergency accommodation, of which
$6.9 million is for 2019-20.

•

$8.5 million over two years to continue the Family Violence Perpetrator Interventions Grants
Program in order to strengthen perpetrator accountability and support the safety of family violence
victims, with specific focus on cohorts from diverse communities and with complex needs, of
which $4.2 million is for 2019-20.

•

$5.5 million over four years for 10 full-time specialist family violence financial counsellors to
address unmet demand for financial counselling for people who are experiencing family violence,
of which $1.3 million is for 2019-20.

•

$2.3 million over four years for the continuation of the Koori Women’s Place to provide culturally
appropriate family violence services to Aboriginal women, of which $0.6 million is for 2019-20.

•

$1.8 million over four years for the maintenance of the Victorian Family Violence Database by the
Crime Statistics Agency to continue to provide publicly accessible data relating to family violence
to support the reporting, research and analysis needs of various groups and organisations, of which
$0.5 million is for 2019-20.
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WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (15 August 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
Hazardous waste is processed differently to household and recyclable waste. Hazardous waste may be
transferred interstate when necessary for safe and efficient processing. Movement of hazardous waste across
borders is carefully regulated.
The hazardous waste referred to was moved to South Australia as part of the work of the High Risk Dangerous
Goods Taskforce, led by WorkSafe Victoria with the support of the EPA and other agencies. The taskforce is
overseeing the removal of waste chemical stockpiles in Melbourne’s northern suburbs.
I am advised that in this case, it was necessary to transfer the waste interstate to expedite the removal of
materials illegally stockpiled in warehouses. Victoria’s waste market is currently constrained for some
chemical wastes, and Victorian facilities which can treat these wastes do not currently have the capacity to
accept additional materials.
The WorkSafe-appointed contractor transported this waste via EPA-licenced vehicles, and in accordance with
waste transport certificates, to a licensed facility in South Australia. The EPA did not pay for this waste to be
transferred to South Australia and cannot comment on the associated costs. The EPA does not routinely pay
for any waste to be sent to other states.

CASTLEMAINE DISTRICT COMMUNITY HEALTH
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (28 August 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that:
The community health sector is made up of both integrated and standalone independent agencies, many of
which are companies limited by guarantee. These agencies along with other funded agencies periodically
approach the department for funding for specific initiatives or general financial support.
There has been no funding reduction in this sector during the term of the Andrews Labor Government
moreover in 2019-20 our government is investing $294 million in community health care which support
delivery of local health services.
Castlemaine District Community Health is the only community health organisation to have written to me
regarding their financial sustainability. My department has been working closely with Castlemaine District
Community Health for a number of months to ensure a sustainable service to local residents and families.
This included the provision of an $80,000 grant in May 2019, on top of CDCH’s annual budget, for strategic
planning on how best to continue providing health and family services to the community. My department is
seeking confirmation from CDCH that this grant has been utilised for its intended purpose.

BEN SIMMONS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (28 August 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
Visit Victoria has a standard commercial arrangement with Ben Simmons to utilise his international profile
in promoting Victoria to a global audience.
This agreement contains standard obligations, and payments are only triggered when certain milestones are
met.
This arrangement is not unique to Visit Victoria, and is common practice across tourism entities including
Tourism Australia.
Ben Simmon’s contracted ambassadorial content was not intended to be immediately published, and any
social media posts from Ben while in Melbourne were above and beyond the terms of his contract.
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SEX WORK REGULATION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (28 August 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
The role of the Sex Work Ministerial Advisory Committee is to provide expert advice relating to sex work at
the request of the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation. Currently there are no
references or requests for advice that would necessitate reconvening the Committee.

SUBURBAN RAIL LOOP
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (28 August 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
The Suburban Rail Loop is a new rail link that will connect Melbourne’s middle suburbs. It will include new
stations and will connect every major railway line from the Frankston line to the Werribee line, including a
link to Melbourne Airport.
This project will transform the way Victorians travel in and around Melbourne, will cut congestion across the
network and create over 20,000 jobs during construction.
This is the biggest project in Victoria’s history and needs a dedicated team to deliver it.
The Suburban Rail Loop Authority (SRLA) will bring together experts from a range of industries to plan and
deliver this transformative project over the long term.
The SRLA will work closely with Victoria’s other transport agencies including RPV and MTIA to ensure
links with other rail projects, and particularly the connection with the Melbourne Airport Rail, are carefully
planned.
This will be one of the world’s biggest projects, costing tens of billions to build over several decades. Further
business case and technical work is needed to determine the exact project route and cost.

MAGISTRATES COURT SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES LIST
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (28 August 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
The Magistrates’ Court of Victoria established the Enforcement Review Program/Special Circumstances List
to assist members of the community who have ‘special circumstances’ and outstanding fines that were lodged
with the Infringements Court for enforcement. I understand that changed laws around enforcement review
mean that the court is considering different ways to assist this section of the community.
The Victorian Government considers that the Magistrates’ Court is best placed to manage its lists and
processes. As the Court operates independently of government, it would not be appropriate for me to comment
on or intervene in the Court’s processes. However, the Victorian Government is committed to supporting
vulnerable Victorians and ensuring that the courts operate efficiently and fairly.
For example, the 2019/20 Victorian Budget invested more than $267 million to support and expand specialist
courts and programs designed to reduce reoffending, improve community safety, support victims and provide
better court services for regional areas.
The Victorian Budget 2017/18 provided $22 million for more mental health support services in the courts,
including to expand the Assessment and Referral Court List (ARC) List to additional locations. The ARC
List assists individuals with complex needs, including mental illness or cognitive impairment, to engage with
treatment and support services to address underlying factors that contribute to their offending.
The government has also invested $130.3 million through the Victorian Budget 2017/18 to implement five
Specialist Family Violence Courts at the Ballarat, Frankston, Shepparton, Moorabbin and Heidelberg
Magistrates’ Courts. This investment is an important step in implementing one of the key recommendations
of the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
The Department of Justice and Community Safety will continue to liaise with the Court to explore further
innovative ways to respond to the needs of vulnerable Victorians.
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EAST WERRIBEE EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (29 August 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
The East Werribee Employment Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) completed in October 2013 identified that
limited parts of the site were subject to contamination (as a result of the site’s former use as a State Research
Farm).
A Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment was undertaken to inform preparation of the PSP. Details of the
potential areas of contamination across the site have been acknowledged and identified in the PSP. The plan
is available for review on the Victorian Planning Authority website.
I can also confirm that the Government has commissioned a Phase 2 Environmental Site Assessment and
Section 53V audit for the subject site. The Section 53V audit can be used by the EPA to assesses the risk of
any possible harm to a site caused by an industrial process or activity and to assess the remaining
contamination on a site to support the scope of a clean-up plan.
The Department is working with land contamination and remediation experts from across government to
design an appropriate response to any contamination issues and facilitate safe and productive land use and
development activity in the East Werribee Employment Precinct.

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS LEGISLATION
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (29 August 2019)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations):
The stakeholders that were identified during the second reading debate are among the many who expressed
support for both the principle of registration of engineers and the Professional Engineers Registration
Bill 2019 itself. The Bill went through an extensive consultation process including:
•

a roundtable in December 2015 involving 6 stakeholders;

•

a public forum on 20 September 2016 involving 32 stakeholders (drawn from industry,
government, professional associations and individuals) who were able to register their attendance
through a public registration process conducted on the Department of Treasury and Finance
website;

•

a public consultation paper that was released in September 2016 and drew 37 responses from
industry, professional associations and individual engineers, of which the majority expressed
support; and

•

an exposure draft in December 2017 and January 2018 involving 13 face-to-face meetings and
20 written submissions from industry and professional associations.

With respect to the supplementary question, anyone can apply to become an assessment entity. Applications
are assessed by the Business Licensing Authority and are subject to suitability criteria. Importantly, the Bill
includes safeguards regarding the fees that assessment entities may charge for assessment, including at
section 34(e) that any fees imposed under the scheme for the assessment of qualifications and competencies
are reasonable having regard to the scope of the services being offered. This ensures that the assessment
processes will represent value for money, not least for the Victorian community who will benefit from
knowing that the engineer they engage has been assessed by these assessment entities as possessing
appropriate qualifications and experience.

MURRAY-DARLING BASIN PLAN
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (29 August 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
Victoria remains committed to working with the Commonwealth Government, other Basin jurisdictions and
the Murray-Darling Basin Authority to deliver the Basin Plan in a way that balances social, economic and
environmental outcomes, as agreed.
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We are part way through implementing the Basin Plan and have already seen on the ground benefits of more
environmental water, with improved vegetation, fish populations, and waterbird breeding.
Victoria is concerned about the impacts of unseasonal flooding in the Barmah Forest. Increased demand for
water downstream of the Barmah Choke and changing demand and delivery patterns have resulted in high
summer flows. Victorian environmental values must not be traded off to achieve higher flows downstream.
Victoria has taken strong early action to ensure we get the balance right between protecting the environment
and existing users, including:
1.

managing extraction in the Lower Murray region through changes to the approvals process for
works licence applications for the next 12 months,

2.

reviewing Goulburn to Murray inter-valley trade to ensure waterway health is protected, and

3.

securing agreement for an independent expert panel to peer-review the River Murray Capacity
project.

Victoria believes balanced management of water can bring cultural, social, spiritual and economic benefits to
Aboriginal people. Traditional Owners must be centrally involved. In December 2018, Victoria’s leadership
led to agreement to expand the Murray-Darling Basin Authority Board to include an Aboriginal member
position.
Victoria has been a strong advocate for improving outcomes for Traditional Owners and Aboriginal
communities. The Barmah Choke is subject to a joint management agreement with the Yorta Yorta Nation
and the cultural values of the area are a matter for the Yorta Yorta Nation. The Draft Joint Management Plan
for Barmah has been released and is currently open for public consultation. One of the key objectives of the
plan is to conserve the park’s environment and cultural values.
The Mulwala Canal is owned by Murray Irrigation Limited, a private organisation in New South Wales. The
Murray-Darling Basin Authority can use the canal to divert flows around the Barmah Choke as part of the
shared management of the River Murray.

ROYAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL NURSES
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (10 September 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that:
Under our devolved system of hospital governance, individual health services employ their staff and manage
their staff rosters.
On occasion, circumstances may arise which result in staff being absent for shifts due to a variety of reasons,
including for unplanned leave such as illness.
In such circumstances, it is the responsibility of the health service to make alternative arrangements to fill
unplanned vacancies in the roster, as appropriate, to maintain patient care.
Employers are able to utilise overtime arrangements under the Nurses and Midwives (Victorian Public Health
Sector) (Single Interest Employers) Enterprise Agreement 2016-2020 where an employee has completed their
normal hours on any day. Staff may be asked if they are willing to work overtime and this is entirely a
voluntary matter for them for which they are paid the appropriate overtime rates.
Unlike the previous Liberal Government, who waged industrial war on our nurses, denying them wage
increases for years, the Andrews Labor Government will always support and respect the work of our
hardworking and dedicated nurses and midwives, including those on the Platypus Ward and across the Royal
Children’s Hospital.
In 2019-20, the Royal Childrens Hospital received $481.38 million from the Andrews Labor Government to
do what they do best—provide the world-class care that children need. This allocation is $108.68 million
more than when the Liberals were last in power–a 29.2% improvement.
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BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (10 September 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
RESPONSE TO SUBSTANTIVE QUESTION
The Victorian Government takes bushfire risk to the communities very seriously and implements a range of
bushfire risk reduction activities throughout the year to prepare, such as planned burning and mechanical
treatments such as slashing and mowing.
More than $273.3 million has been invested over 4 years to manage and reduce the risk and severity of
bushfires on public land Victoria in 2017-18. This funding is to increase the number of frontline forest
firefighters, delivery of the bushfire fuel management program including planned burning, mowing and
slashing; the road and crossing maintenance and upgrades to provide safe access and egress for the
firefighters, and the removal of hazardous trees.
In 2018/19 the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) delivered 80,786 hectares
of fuel management on public land in Gippsland. This program has continued through winter and spring of
this year, with three targeted areas delivered specifically designed to reduce the fuel load in and around
townships of East and West Gippsland.
Forest Fire Management Victoria, in consultation with Emergency Management Victoria and the Country
Fire Authority, the ensure Victoria is well prepared for what is predicted to be an above average fire season
in Gippsland in 2019-20. This includes:
•

185 Project Firefighters to be employed by Forest Fire Management Victoria in Gippsland this
bushfire season. These seasonal employees will complement at full time staff of 101 forest fire
fighters located across the region.

•

Fire restrictions and the seasonal prohibited period will commence on 23 September in East
Gippsland. This coincides with the commencement of rostering and standby arrangements for
forest fire fighters.

•

Fire Lookout Observers will commence on 1 October 2019 in 18 locations across Gippsland.
Should any high fire danger days occur between now and 1 October, fire towers will be operated
by other trained staff members.

•

Two of the states four rapid-response rappel teams, located in Gippsland and Hume Region will be
available for deployment at the start of November.

•

Firebombing aircraft in Gippsland will be based in the Latrobe Valley, Bairnsdale and Benambra.
Other aircraft are available on a call when needed bases.

RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION
In addressing the supplementary question, planned burning can only safely and effectively undertaken when
weather conditions are right. Typically, these conditions occur in a narrow window of five to eight weeks in
Spring and Autumn.
Extensive engagement is undertaken Forest Fire Management Victoria to support delivery of the planned
burning program—ensuring that people and aware of when, where and why planned burns are being
undertaken.
The Planned Burns Victoria website also provides communities with the latest information on planned burns
in real time.
Public Safety Zones may also be applied to areas of the state forest, to ensure public safety as planned burn
operations are taking place. Forest Fire Management Victoria may also request the use of Authorised Officers
from DELWP and Victoria Police to assist in moving public away from planned burning operations so they
can be safely undertaken.
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PRIMARY CARE PARTNERSHIPS
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (10 September 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government is investing a record $2.5 billion in this year’s budget to hospitals, nearly
40 per cent more than the previous Liberal Government’s last budget, providing more and faster elective
surgeries and more specialist appointments. We are also getting on with delivering our $3.8 billion hospital
capital pipeline.
We are rolling out our $321.9 million Smile Squad vans that will provide free dental care and help prevent
oral disease, one of the most common and expensive diseases to treat.
Primary healthcare is a federal responsibility. We know that regional Victoria is losing GPs as a direct result
of the Commonwealth’s inadequate Medicare payments, which is impacting on our regional and rural
emergency departments.
While the Federal Liberal National Government refuses to act, we’ve stepped in with more than $10 million
for recruitment and training of GPs in rural and regional Victoria.
The only cuts to our Victorian health services are from the Federal Liberal National Government who ripped
$305 million from our hospitals.
The Government has always said that we’re looking across the board to ensure every tax payer dollar is
invested in priority areas including delivering high quality clinical care services for all Victorians.
We’re providing record funding to our hospitals across the state, so now is the time to have a good look at
what we could do better.
No decisions have been made about primary care partnerships.

