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Tuesday, 13 August 2019
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 12.04 pm and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (12:04): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations of Victoria past and present and welcome any elders or members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in events or proceedings of Parliament this week.
Bills
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL) BILL 2019
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:05): I have a message from the Governor, dated 21 June:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
18/2019 Local Government (South Gippsland Shire Council) Act 2019

DISABILITY (NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME TRANSITION)
AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:05): A further message from the Governor, dated 25 June:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
19/2019 Disability (National Disability Insurance Scheme Transition) Amendment Act 2019

FIREFIGHTERS’ PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS COMPENSATION AND FIRE SERVICES
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (REFORM) BILL 2019
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:06): A further message from the Governor, dated 2 July:
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
undermentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:
20/2019 Firefighters’ Presumptive Rights Compensation and Fire Services Legislation Amendment
(Reform) Act 2019

Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
The PRESIDENT (12:06): I advise that, accompanied by members of the Council, I waited upon
the Governor on 24 June 2019 and presented to Her Excellency the address of the Legislative Council,
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adopted on 1 May 2019, in reply to the Governor’s speech at the opening of Parliament. She was
pleased to make the following reply:
PRESIDENT AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty The Queen I thank you for your expressions of loyalty contained
in the address you have just presented to me.
I fully rely on your wisdom in deliberating upon the important measures to be brought under your
consideration, and I earnestly hope that the results of your labours will be conducive to the advancement and
prosperity of this State.

Joint sitting of Parliament
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL VACANCY
VICTORIAN HEALTH PROMOTION FOUNDATION
VICTORIAN RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING FOUNDATION
The PRESIDENT (12:07): I announced the receipt of a message from the Governor informing the
house of the resignation of the Honourable Philip Dalidakis on Tuesday, 19 June. I have now received
the following: one, a letter from the Victorian branch of the Australian Labor Party that they have
selected a person to be nominated to fill the seat in the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the
resignation of Mr Dalidakis; two, a letter from the Minister for Health requesting a joint sitting to elect
three parliamentary representatives to the board of the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation; and,
three, a letter from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation requesting a
joint sitting to elect three parliamentary representatives to the board of the Victorian Responsible
Gambling Foundation.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:08): I move, by leave:
That:
(1) this house meets the Legislative Assembly for the purpose of sitting and voting together to:
(a) choose a person to hold the seat in the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the resignation of
the Honourable Philip Dalidakis;
(b) elect members for appointment to the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation;
(c) elect members for appointment to the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation board;
and proposes that the time and place of such a meeting be the Legislative Assembly chamber on
Wednesday, 14 August 2019, at 6.15 pm; and
(2) standing and sessional orders be suspended to the extent necessary to provide that on Wednesday,
14 August 2019, the order of business will be:
Messages
Formal Business
Members’ Statements (up to 15 Members)
General Business
At 12 noon Questions
Answers to Questions on Notice
General Business (continues)
At 5.15 p.m. Statements on reports, papers and petitions (30 minutes)
At 5.45 p.m. Adjournment (up to 20 members)

Motion agreed to.
The PRESIDENT: A message will be sent to the Assembly informing them of the Council’s
resolution to hold a joint sitting and requesting their agreement.
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Rulings by the Chair
MOTIONS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
The PRESIDENT (12:09): Pursuant to standing order 6.09, I received today a submission from
Ms Patten for the house to debate a matter of urgent public importance. The matter sought to be
debated relates to the operations of Crown Casino. Under standing orders, if the President is satisfied
that the matter is of such importance as to warrant urgent consideration, the matter must be dealt with
as a priority over all other business.
In determining the urgency of this matter, I am required to take into consideration a number of factors
under standing order 6.10(1). I consider that Ms Patten’s submission meets some of the criteria,
including that the matter is of recent occurrence and is being raised at the first opportunity since the
last sitting. It could also be argued that this matter is of sufficient public importance to warrant invoking
the urgency procedure. However, in consideration of this matter I should also give consideration to
two other important factors, those being whether the rights, welfare or security of citizens are in
jeopardy and whether there is a distinct possibility of the matter being brought before the house in
reasonable time by other means.
Firstly, I am not convinced that the subject of the proposed motion by Ms Patten is one in which the
rights, welfare or security of citizens are in jeopardy to warrant an urgent motion. Secondly, I believe
there are other opportunities for the matters to be brought before the house in reasonable time by other
means. Ms Patten may move a by-leave motion today. Ms Patten may alternatively give notice of a
motion to be debated in general business on Wednesday. Ms Patten may also raise these matters during
questions without notice and the adjournment debate.
Further, there are other means by which this matter can be investigated. In fact I note in the supporting
documentation to Ms Patten’s letter that the matter has already been referred to the Victorian
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission by the federal Independent member for Clark.
This would also suggest that the matter is not sufficiently urgent for this house to consider today.
Accordingly, while the request meets the criteria on some levels, on balance I am not satisfied that the
subject matter should proceed to debate as a matter of urgent public importance.
Ms Patten: On a point of clarification, President, if I may.
The PRESIDENT: I am interested in this one, so let us set a bad precedent.
Ms Patten: As you mentioned, my motion met some of the criteria, but you ruled that it did not
meet all five points of the criteria. Just as a point of clarification, must a motion of urgency, for your
satisfaction, meet all five of the points of criteria that are in the standing orders?
The PRESIDENT: Yes. I am obliged to consider all five points, but I have formulated my opinion
on the criteria that I have outlined today. I think, Ms Patten, the point of clarification might be a point
of disappointment, which will be a new one as well. If I can share my disappointment, I am a little bit
disappointed that parts of your letter, before I actually got to address it, were published in a mainstream
newspaper. I would like to flag in advance—getting my crystal ball out—that if in any form of media,
whether it be social media or mainstream media, I am accused of being part of a protection racket for
an international crime syndicate, I will be disappointed. So maybe we will just share each other’s
disappointment and hope we both move on very quickly.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
MR MELHEM
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:14): My question is to the
Leader of the Government. Minister, a member for Western Metropolitan Region, Mr Melhem, is
facing serious allegations of fraudulent behaviour, of operating a slush fund and of misappropriating
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union members’ funds, and I therefore ask: will the Andrews government insist on his immediate
resignation as chair of the Environment and Planning Committee until the proceedings are concluded?
The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis, I have actually two concerns. The first concern I have is that it has
been stated publicly that there is a court case with this matter pending—whether it be a civil court
case—and the other concern I have is that the matter concerning this court case, I would actually say,
would not come under the minister’s responsibility to answer.
Mr DAVIS: As Leader of the Government he has the capacity to ensure that the member stands
aside, and that is what I am asking for.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:15): President, I actually
thought that in fact your response to Mr Davis was a reasonable response to what is otherwise a very
provocative assertion that has been made by Mr Davis. I do not have any information that the matters
before the courts are in the form he has described. Mr Davis may or may not be aware that this is a
civil matter rather than a criminal matter. In relation to the allegations—he has described them in very
provocative terms and added quite a degree of colour and interpretation from his own perspective—I
am confident that the courts will establish the veracity of these matters and determine what appropriate
action should occur from them. In relation to that activity, I do not intend on behalf of the government
or the Parliament to get in the way of the court’s considerations.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:16): I have got to say I am
very disappointed that the member is not going to stand aside.
Mr Jennings: It’s a day of disappointment.
Mr DAVIS: Yes, well, let me just ask a further question on this matter. More than 100 jockeys
were allegedly signed up as union members without their knowledge under Mr Melhem’s watch,
including Melbourne Cup winners McEvoy and Payne. Will the government now investigate this
scandal involving Mr Melhem and Victoria’s prized racing industry, and if not, why not?
The PRESIDENT: I think this goes back to my original concern, Mr Davis, and also I do not think
that is a supplementary question to the substantive question that you asked. I think that you have got
on the record what you wanted to say, and we will move on to the next question.
CROWN CASINO
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (12:17): My question is to the minister representing the
Premier. Minister, the recent scandal enveloping Crown Casino is just the latest entry in a long history
of bad behaviour by the casino. We know that there is a special relationship between Crown and the
government—a sweetheart deal signed off by both your party and the Liberal Party in 2014 that gave
it entitlement to a $200 million compensation package and exemptions to the rules that other pokies
venues need to comply with and a deal that means that the government looks the other way when
Crown breaks the rules. The latest scandal highlights the urgent need for a federal ICAC as well as a
judicial inquiry right here in Victoria. Victorians need to know why this government continues to give
special treatment to Crown. Will your government support a judicial inquiry into the cosy relationship
between Crown Casino and successive governments in this state?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:18): This is Salacious Day,
apparently! People just get up in the Parliament, say whatever they like, accuse people of whatever
they like and actually paint a picture that is not necessarily warranted by the facts but a political
construction of concerns that should be in the public domain. We have had it twice in a row today, and
maybe it is going to be a feature of this session of Parliament, but I think we should actually be very
mindful of what is happening currently. Already we are aware in relation to the matters that have been
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raised in terms of concern about the way in which Crown Casino operates. The Australian jurisdiction
has under two different agencies—commissions—taken responsibility for looking into matters that
have been raised that are relevant to their jurisdiction. The Australian Criminal Intelligence
Commission and the Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity have both commenced
consideration of matters about Crown’s operations as they affect commonwealth law.
In relation to Victorian law and the Victorian regulatory environment the Victorian Commission for
Gambling and Liquor Regulation (VCGLR) has already embarked upon consideration of the matters
that have been raised and commented on in the public domain, and in Ms Patten’s reference that sought
additional consideration of the Parliament in relation to these matters she alerts the President and
indeed the media, perhaps in the opposite sequence, to the fact that Mr Wilkie from the federal
jurisdiction has already made a referral to IBAC, which may or may not be relevant, to consider the
matters already. So we are in a chase with respect to how many agencies in how many circumstances
are duplicating the work of law enforcement in this state and in this country. I am not going to give
you any encouragement that there should be additional investigations undertaken beyond the five that
I have already identified and reported to the house.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (12:20): Minister, I would argue that the response of the
government is not adequate. It is woefully inadequate given the serious questions we have raised about
the VCGLR previously being able to conduct this type of inquiry. If you refuse to support a judicial
inquiry into the influence that Crown has and has had on successive governments, then can you shed
light into the relationship between your government and Crown and tell the chamber how many times
your government has met with Crown since the recent scandal broke in July this year and what was
discussed in those meetings?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:21): Well, good on you,
because that is a salacious construction of a question if I have ever heard one as well, so you are adding
to the theme. I remind you, I remind the chamber and I remind the Parliament, as to the allegation
about some form of corruption or conspiracy that has taken place between Crown Casino and the
Australian Labor Party, that in this Parliament last year I introduced legislation which limited the
financial connection between political parties and any enterprise in this state. Why was that legislation
introduced? Why was that legislation passed? It was because we all wanted to create the circumstances
where that salacious type of accusation is not relevant any longer, and in fact that is the reason why
the Victorian government passed that legislation. It was supported by the Parliament, and that is
something that you very, very conveniently forget.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: BEEKEEPING REGULATION
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:22): I wish to update the house on the Andrews Labor government’s
support of Victorian beekeepers and their honey bees, which are of course very, very vital to the
agricultural sector. Last week I met Kyneton beekeeper and AgriFutures Victorian Rural Women’s
Award winner Claire Moore to announce that the Australian honey bee industry biosecurity code of
practice has been adopted into the state’s beekeeping regulations.
Our bees give us so much more than just honey, with crops like almonds, apples and cherries entirely
pollinated by bees, which is why we have introduced stronger biosecurity practices to help protect our
valuable bee population from pests and diseases. The honey bee industry contributes about
$17.5 million to the Victorian economy annually, while the value of pollination services to Australia
is estimated at a staggering more than $8 billion. The announcement coincides with the start of the
almond pollination season this week, which is actually the biggest livestock movement in Australia,
where about 4.2 billion bees in 140 000 hives are transported on trucks to northern Victoria to pollinate
the almond orchards. Best practice biosecurity is crucial in protecting the agricultural sector now and
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into the future and is particularly important during almond season when the risk of transferring pests
and diseases between bees can really sting.
The new code requires beekeepers to check their hives for diseases at least twice a year, control
diseases to prevent weakening of hives and transmission to other hives, and remove hives that no
longer contain bees from their apiaries. These new regulations are just one way that we are making
sure our agricultural sector is protected from pests and diseases that could jeopardise the livelihoods
of all Victorian farmers. The Victorian budget this year invests $142.5 million to boost Victoria’s
biosecurity system, the largest investment of its type in the history of our state, to keep our industry
secure and buzzing.
Members
MINISTER FOR TRAINING AND SKILLS
Absence
Ms Wooldridge: On a point of order, President, Minister Tierney is missing from question time.
We have had no advice to the Parliament in relation to her absence or who is representing her.
The PRESIDENT: Yes, and that could be a mistake by me. I call on the Leader of the Government
to give direction to the house.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:24): Thank you, President,
for the opportunity that Ms Wooldridge’s intervention has provided to us. Unfortunately Ms Tierney
is unwell. She hopefully will be returning to the Parliament during the course of the week. If there are
any questions that were intended to be asked of her, they can be asked of me.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
MINISTERIAL STAFF
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:25): My question is to
Mr Jennings, the Leader of the Government. Minister, what are your current ministerial staff hours?
Are they working Dolly Parton hours, or are they working harder than the Premier’s staff?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:25): I thank Mr Davis. He
must have been spending many, many, many, many working hours on that. I have got no idea what
the spread of hours was that was associated with the brilliant question that Mr Davis has asked. That
is extraordinary; he must have been up really late thinking about that question. So good on you for
working 24/7. My staff are outstanding staff. They support me, and they support the government each
and every day. They work assiduously. They work professionally. I am very happy with my staff.
They support me, and in fact like all the staff of this government and all the members of the
government they are determined to support the activities of the government and the work of the
Parliament and to support the community. That is what they are there for. That is what they do. We as
a community should be very, very grateful for that each and every day, because they work assiduously
to deliver on those outcomes for our community.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:26): Thank you for that
answer, Minister. Given ministerial advisers’ salary packages are structured to reflect, as you have
alluded to, the often long and irregular hours required of these positions, is the industrial action that
occurred recently protected?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:27): I think, Mr Davis, really
you got up so early this morning to actually formulate that supplementary question. Yes, you may
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have actually just barely gained consciousness just before you asked the question. Ultimately at the
end of the day you should understand that the way in which any discussions that actually take place
within the government in relation to enterprise bargaining agreement matters, the way in which they
are established, the way that they are maintained and the way in which the work is undertaken on
behalf of this community is that the government will work through those issues. We will not be in any
public shape or form discussing the outcomes of the EBA apart from the fact that they will be
undertaken in accordance with wages policy, they will be negotiated amicably and successfully and
our staff will continue to work on behalf of the people of Victoria each and every day.
MURRAY BASIN RAIL PROJECT
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:28): My question is to Minister Pulford, representing
the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Jacinta Allan. The Murray Basin rail project was heralded as
a project that would shift freight services from road to rail and remove some 20 000 truck trips from
our roads to ports, improving safety for regional communities, driving economic growth and jobs and
giving a boost to our agricultural sector and our rural communities. It was supposed to be completed
at the end of last year. Recently I met with the Rail Freight Alliance, which is concerned that now,
more than halfway through 2019, the project has not even made it to the halfway point and is on hold
until it can be rescoped and a commitment for further funding from the federal government is secured.
So I ask the minister: what is the commitment to rural and regional Victorians to get the Murray Basin
rail project fixed and finished to the original scope?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:29): I thank Mr Barton for his question and for his interest in
this important project. I can certainly provide an assurance to Mr Barton that our government is very
committed to achieving the best possible outcomes for the communities of rural and regional Victoria.
In recognition of that, we have committed to the delivery of this project as well as many, many other
significant investments for rural Victorian communities. I will seek a written response from Minister
Allan in accordance with our standing orders.
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:30): Thank you, Minister. Currently stage 2 of the
project is incomplete, with automated signalling on the Ararat interchange not operational. This means
many sections of track along the section have speeds which reach as low as 40 kilometres an hour and
freight trains from Merbein must travel an additional 130 kilometres via Ararat to get to Geelong or
Melbourne. These delays are hurting Victoria’s primary producers, who already pay up to 30 per cent
of their cost getting their product to port. I ask the minister: what will she do to ensure stage 2 of the
project is completed swiftly to alleviate delays and the increased costs faced because of these delays
by the agricultural sector?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:30): I thank Mr Barton for his supplementary question. I
understand the issues that he has raised and the very strong desire of many communities in Victoria to
see the completion of this project. I will seek a written response from the responsible minister for you.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: RECREATIONAL FISHING
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:31): I would like to update the house today on the delivery of
another election commitment by our government. As part of our fishing and boating suite of
commitments we promised to open six key lakes and reservoirs across the state to anglers with kayaks,
canoes and boats with electric motors. This is now delivered. This is now a reality for Victorian
anglers. In May this year I announced that Tullaroop Reservoir was open and Barkers Creek shortly
thereafter. But I can confirm for the house now that anglers can cast a line out in the deep water also
at Lauriston, Malmsbury, Hepburn Lagoon, Upper Coliban and Tullaroop Reservoir.
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Expanding on-water access to lakes and reservoirs was a key commitment of the government’s
$35 million Target One Million plan. This is phase 2 after a very exciting four years for Victorian
anglers. It is all about having more people fishing more often, and for some of our enthusiast anglers
being able to cast a line from the shore just is not quite enough action, so being able to get out onto
these beautiful, beautiful reservoirs is a fabulous thing. I would like to thank Mary-Anne Thomas, the
member for Macedon, and Maree Edwards, the member for Bendigo West, in particular for their
advocacy and their enthusiastic support for this important commitment.
Of course as members in this house know perhaps as well as anybody else in Victoria, we do love a
bit of fish stocking, so the unprecedented rate of activity in our native fish stocking program continues
apace. Fish stocking will be increased to 10 million a year by 2022. Upper Coliban, Lauriston and
Hepburn have all received fingerlings in anticipation of this new fishing opportunity for enthusiastic
Victorian anglers.
HEALTH FUNDING
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:33): My question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, how many health service networks are yet to sign the statement of priorities?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:33): Thank you for that question. I take this opportunity to thank all of our health services that
have been doing an absolutely outstanding job over the past few weeks but particularly during the
winter recess, while some members had an opportunity to have a bit of a break. I can advise the house
that our dedicated health professionals have been working in all of our health services, as they do all
around the year, to support the community, particularly at a time when we have faced a very early start
to the flu season this year. They have been doing a tremendous job in the face of increased demand as
a result of more Victorians succumbing to the flu. I just want to take this opportunity to acknowledge
them for their tremendous support for Victorians during this challenging time.
The member may well not be aware—and it is surprising given she was the Parliamentary Secretary
for Health at one point when those opposite were engaged in a far different approach to our dedicated
health professionals, when in fact they took a very aggressive approach to our dedicated health
professionals in going to war with our paramedics, our nurses and others—that typically the health
minister sits down and signs statements of priorities with health services a little bit later on in the year.
So the answer is none.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:35): Minister, isn’t it a fact that dozens of health
services are refusing to sign because your government has not provided sufficient funding to address
the increase in doctors’ and nurses’ wage bills and as a consequence services will be cut?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:35): I absolutely reject all of the nonsense that Ms Crozier has just presented to the house.
Mr Jennings: All of the nonsense. How much is left?
Ms MIKAKOS: There is nothing left, Mr Jennings. There is nothing left because it is just
absolutely nonsense. Firstly, the process has not started. We are having discussions—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms MIKAKOS: Well, the process of sitting down and signing—physically signing—the
statements of priorities has not started. I look forward to sitting down and doing that with health
services in due course in coming weeks. My department has of course been having discussions with
health services for some time around the issues in the statements of priorities, and I look forward to
those being concluded. But what I can advise the member and advise the house is that we are very
proud as a government that we have provided record funding in this budget to support our health
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services and to support those dedicated health workers who support Victorians in their time of need—
$2.5 billion of additional funding in this budget to run our hospitals.
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:36): My question is for the Minister for Planning in
the other place. Why has the government shown great delay in reviewing the planning obstacles
around allowing small second dwellings on existing properties? Victorians are in need of affordable
housing options. Improved access to building a small second dwelling on an existing property provides
an opportunity to address this. Councils have conditions that must be met when applying for a permit
for construction, and these vary between councils. I understand that the ministerial advisory committee
in its Plan Melbourne 2015 Review suggested removing the planning and approval obstacles to enable
more affordable housing. When will the government act upon the direction that it has given within
Plan Melbourne: 2017–2050 and give Victorians the affordable housing options that they need?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:37): I thank Dr Cumming for her question for the Minister for Planning
in the other place and of course her interest in the importance of the provision of affordable housing,
and I will pass her question on to the minister for response.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:37): When updating these schemes, policies or
legislation, will the minister consider a wider view on who may occupy the second dwelling? These
second dwellings are commonly referred to as granny flats and often restricted to housing a person
dependent on the occupant of the main residence. Allowing greater flexibility on this point will provide
further housing options to those at risk of being homeless and those with growing families, as well as
those members of the community with reduced income who want to have more independent living
arrangements.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:38): I thank Dr Cumming for her supplementary question and the
important issues that she raises, and I will pass her supplementary on to the relevant minister.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICES
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:38): I rise to update the house on the Andrews Labor government’s Dan’s vans—that is, our free
school dental vans. On Sunday I visited Box Hill North Primary School together with Premier Dan
Andrews, the Deputy Premier and Minister for Education, James Merlino, and the member for Box
Hill, Paul Hamer, to announce the first cohort of schools that will be visited by the Smile Squad—that
is, the free school dental vans that will visit in this term approximately 22 schools across Box Hill,
South Barwon, Cranbourne and Wodonga. I want to particularly acknowledge and thank the really
enthusiastic welcome that we had from the school students at Box Hill North Primary who were there
on a Sunday morning in their school uniforms and excited to visit a dental van. Who would have
thought that we would have all these young children so excited to visit a dental van?
The Smile Squad vans will provide free check-ups and treatment, including teeth cleaning, fluoride
applications, fillings and other non-cosmetic treatments, to make sure our kids have healthy teeth and
bright smiles. We promised free dental for all Victorian primary and secondary school students, and
that is exactly what we are delivering. That is why this year’s budget invested $321.9 million for this
free dental care program, and this is the biggest ever investment in public dental in Victoria. Once they
are fully rolled out by 2022, the fleet of Smile Squad vans will provide check-ups and dental treatment
for about 650 000 schoolkids every year. We know sadly that many kids are missing out due to cost.
This is why our landmark free dental program will drive down big dental costs for families, with bills
expected to be slashed by an average of $400 each year for each child. It will free up more than
100 000 places for adults in our public dental system each year, reducing wait times for adults as well.
This is a convenience for parents as of course kids’ teeth will be conveniently checked and treated
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whilst at school. This is a game changer for oral health for schoolchildren in Victoria, and we as a
government are very proud to be supporting the rollout of Dan’s vans.
HEALTH FUNDING
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:40): My question is again to the Minister for Health.
Minister, why has the Andrews government not yet published the 2019–20 policy and funding
guidelines for the Department of Health and Human Services?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:41): I thank the member for her question. My understanding is that it has in fact been published. I
am surprised if that has not in fact occurred. I will check that after the event. I understand it has been
signed off and, I am being advised, is imminently to be published. The point that I would make also
to the member in terms of her assertions around the statements of priorities is that these matters are
public documents that get published every year. Once they are negotiated and signed off with each
health service, of course they will be public documents as well.
We are as a government proud of the investment that we are making into our health services. If we
look at what happened in the past, we had a slash-and-burn approach, we had beds being closed and
we had the coalition that Mr Davis and Ms Crozier were the spear-throwers for slashing and burning
and going to war with our dedicated paramedics. And now all of a sudden they all want to cry crocodile
tears and somehow think they have got any credibility. They have got no credibility, and I have got to
say I found it astounding that Mr Davis, of all people, was out during the winter recess speaking on
behalf of the opposition to comment on the Labor government’s investment in our health services. We
are very proud of the fact that we have increased funding by almost 40 per cent since we have been in
government. You have got absolutely no credibility when it comes to funding of health services. We
are very proud that we are standing by those dedicated health professionals. We have supported those
enterprise bargaining agreements, including the doctors EBA. We have supported those EBAs and we
have given them better conditions than they have had in the past. We have addressed those issues of
concern that they have raised, and it is my expectation that health services abide by the terms of those
industrial agreements. We will continue to support our health services, and most importantly we will
continue to support Victorians to make sure they will continue to get access to world-class care here
in Victoria, because it is only Labor that invests in our health system.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:43): Minister, since the election of last November
Victorians have endured Labor’s funding cuts to dental and community health, funding shortfalls for
hospital upgrades, zero infrastructure dollars for 10 community hospitals, state government funding
uncertainty for flu shots for kids, cuts to women’s health and cuts to health protection. Minister, isn’t
it a fact that the reason you do not want these documents published is it will expose your full suite of
savage cuts to health?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:44): Unfortunately I have only 1 minute to address the entire nonsense that Ms Crozier has just
put on the record. That is absolute rubbish. We have delivered a record budget: $2.5 billion of
additional funding to run our hospitals this year. We have delivered record health budgets each and
every year we have been in office. It is now almost 40 per cent of additional funding compared to
those opposite. We have got $3.8 billion of an infrastructure pipeline that has been delivered. We are
building new hospitals right across Victoria, a new hospital in Footscray has been funded and other
important projects are underway, from the Royal Children’s Hospital to the Bendigo Hospital and in
many other parts of the state as well. Unfortunately I do not have time to address each and every one
of the points that Ms Crozier asserted, but I reject every aspect of her claims. They are absolute
nonsense, and we stand by our investment in world-class health care.
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BLACK SPUR ROAD SAFETY
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (12:45): My question is to the Minister for Road Safety and
the TAC, Ms Pulford. As the minister will remember, she advised me in this house on 18 June,
following a spate of accidents on the Black Spur road in Murrindindi, that VicRoads had recently
commenced an audit of safety and conditions there. Given there have since been multiple further
accidents on the road, including tragically a death last Friday and another accident on Saturday, the
need for action has sadly become even more urgent. I therefore ask the minister if she could provide
an update on the audit, including advice as to when the Black Spur road’s users can expect to see
practical improvements to the road’s usability and safety and/or the development of a viable alternative
route.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:46): I thank Ms Maxwell for her question on this important
matter, on what is I think undeniably one of the most dangerous stretches of our road network. I take
the opportunity—and I am sure Ms Maxwell would too—to express our deep condolences to Angie
Suryadi’s family. That accident last week and the circumstances of it were just horrific. We can only
imagine what her family is going through.
This is, as Ms Maxwell rightly points out, a stretch of road with many hazards. It is an incredibly
beautiful stretch of road. It is a very popular touring road. One of our regional road safety community
forums was in Marysville about five or six weeks ago, and one of the issues that was frequently raised
with me on that evening was drivers carrying heavy loads like caravans and a lot of people using that
road who are not familiar with that road. Of course others using the road are very familiar with the
road. It is a very popular touring route for motorcyclists as well.
Over the five-year period to 12 August, whilst there have not been other fatalities, there have been
19 serious injuries and 31 other injury crashes along the Black Spur section of the Maroondah
Highway, and so it is an area needing some attention. In terms of Ms Maxwell’s interest in when this
road safety audit will be concluded, it was intended to be concluded by the end of the year. I have now
asked my department to hasten this work, and it will now be expedited for completion by September
at the latest. I know that the community are very interested in the outcomes of that.
I am also in a position to update the house today on a further $2.286 million of works that are soon to
be undertaken—curve warning signage, additional protection for road safety barrier posts and
terminals and improved guideposts and line markings. Whilst those improvements no doubt will help,
we still have I think a very difficult stretch of road to be dealing with, and I am certainly looking
forward to seeing the results of that safety audit and the recommendations that come from it.
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (12:49): Just as I alluded to in the first question, Minister, I
am just wondering whether there has been any consideration given to a viable alternative route.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:49): I thank Ms Maxwell for her further question. I am aware
of a local proposal about an alternative route. I am not yet in a position to be able to give the house a
definitive sense of how viable that is or what might be involved, but one of the challenges for this
community is that they have but one way in and one way out, with the exception of a route that is a
very, very long detour.
I know that the Murrindindi Shire Council have raised with me informally the idea of an alternative. I
am not, as I said, in a position to update the house on how practical or feasible that is, and to the best
of my knowledge there has not been advanced or detailed consideration of that. But I think that we
need to keep an open mind about what is the best way to keep this community safe, to keep this
beautiful, iconic touring route safe, but also to serve its purpose as an effective way for people to get
from A to B.
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WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (12:50): As far as today’s questions go, I would like to thank Minister Symes,
who will as per the standing orders get written responses for Dr Cumming’s questions to Minister
Wynne, the Minister for Planning. I would also like to thank Minister Pulford, who will get written
responses as per the standing orders to Mr Barton for both his questions to Minister Allan.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:51): Given that I have
delayed the house to report that there are 150 answers to questions on notice that have been provided,
I can actually provide the house with those numbers if they would like: 64, 66, 231, 268, 301, 320,
323, 330–1, 333, 336–7, 374, 381–4, 390–1, 394–5, 397–9, 409, 414, 416–18, 422–3, 426, 429–30,
434–8, 440–85, 488–505, 507–15, 517–21, 523–5, 527, 529, 535, 539–42, 545, 550, 572–8, 582–6,
588–9, 598–600, 605, 610–12.
Constituency questions
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (12:51): My constituency question today is for the
Minister for Health, and it concerns the promised funding of the Craigieburn community hospital. I
note that in question time the minister waxed lyrical about Labor’s funding of health. This has been
brought to my attention by local community advocate Jim Overend, who continues to fight for his
local community in Craigieburn. I was at the Yuroke pre-poll during the 2018 election and note that
the member for Yuroke made a promise to everyone that took her how-to-vote card that she and Labor
would build a hospital in Craigieburn. She issued a media release saying at the time that the building
would begin in 2022. In the state budget papers there is no money for the community hospitals in the
budget for the 2021–22 year or the 2022–23 year in the forward estimates. My question to the minister
is: when your government apologises for deceiving residents at the last election in Craigieburn, when
will you build and properly fund the Craigieburn community hospital?
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:52): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Health. My constituent has been diagnosed with chronic pain disorder, which for her evolved out of
severe endometriosis, which required a number of surgeries. Despite having a successful career, she
suffers silently with daily pain as well as severe and debilitating attacks. She is not alone. One in five
Victorians are affected by chronic pain. Nationally 3.24 million Australians live with chronic pain,
resulting in $73.2 billion annually in lost productivity. Despite its prevalence, my constituent continues
to feel stigmatised, particularly by those in the medical profession. Interactions with medical
professionals can involve ignorance or the thinly veiled suspicion of addiction. She often feels forced
to have to prove she is ill despite copious medical documents. My constituent asks: what is the minister
doing to address this type of devaluing stigma and enhance the understanding of chronic pain?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (12:53): My constituency question is for the Minister for Public
Transport. Once again it concerns another complaint from a constituent regarding the poor train
services between Shepparton and Melbourne. On Saturday, 3 August 2019, my constituent boarded a
12.52 pm train from Southern Cross to Shepparton. The heater was operating at a very high level,
making the carriage unbearably hot. The high fan caused the heater to emit dust that all passengers
were forced to breathe in, which, combined with the high temperatures, caused many, including my
constituent, to feel quite ill. When the constituent asked if the heater could be turned down a conductor
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informed him that the temperature on the heater could not be changed and that there was nothing that
could be done. Minister, will you give my constituents a guarantee that the heaters in carriages of trains
travelling between Shepparton and Melbourne are in proper working order so that they operate at a
suitable temperature and are thoroughly cleaned to prevent dust being emitted throughout the
carriages?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (12:54): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Agriculture and comes from Michelle in Geelong. Population growth and the expansion of housing in
and around Geelong has resulted in thousands of residents now living in close proximity to game
reserves where duck shooting takes place. Some of the most popular housing developments where
young families are moving in are impacted. For example, Warralily in Armstrong Creek, including
their new sportsground, which will bustle with activity, is close to Hospital Swamp, a duck-shooting
site. Some families purchased close to the area with the intention to participate in simple recreational
activities and were surprised to find they cannot do these things on their local wetlands for three
months of the year. They worry about public safety with housing so close to guns and shooting,
especially if they have small children and companion animals. They are woken by gunshots and worry
about the impact on house prices. As housing development continues to boom in the areas surrounding
wetlands, what does the minister plan to do about the heightened concerns with duck shooting and
public safety for families and children?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (12:55): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Roads and concerns the necessity of a long-term quality guarantee on roadworks across Victoria.
Federal and state taxpayers need to be provided with a quality of work guarantee on roadworks
undertaken by the minister’s department. No sooner is new and repair work completed than the cracks
start appearing. The newly minted freeway between Geelong and Colac has barely had a ribbon cut
and the potholes are inches deep and feet wide. Toasters appear to have a better guarantee than work
conducted by Major Road Projects Victoria and managed by Regional Roads Victoria. Many roads
across Western Victoria Region are in terrible condition, with the RACV declaring some in the southwest the worst in the state. It is integral to my constituency that the state government not only commits
funding to roadworks and infrastructure projects but also ensures the money is not wasted on
substandard workmanship. Minister, what guarantee does the department demand on these massive
taxpayer-funded infrastructure projects?
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:57): My constituency question today is for the Minister
for Planning, Minister Wynne. I recently visited the businesses of the Bulleen industrial zone,
including the 50-year-old Bulleen Art & Garden. Current owners Bruce and Meredith Plain have been
there for 37 of those years and have built a strong community around sustainable gardening and an
iconic art gallery space that is a destination for local artists. This is a suburban institution that will be
very difficult to relocate. Bruce and Meredith, along with many of their neighbours, are in disbelief
that anyone would design a road tunnel to pop up in the middle of a thriving business district. They
have no idea what will happen next, and to date no information has been forthcoming from the North
East Link authority. So I ask the minister: what is the actual process for compulsory acquisition of the
Bulleen industrial zone businesses and when will these businesses get some answers to the very many
questions they have?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (12:58): My consistency question is for the Minister for Roads.
For 17 months the people of Sunbury were subject to total bedlam as the roundabout at the intersection
of Horne Street and Gap Road was slowly—very, very slowly—removed. Those works were going
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for so long that the project’s workers were regarded by many people in Sunbury as family members.
I am sure the house will be as surprised as I was to learn that yesterday the workers were back, this
time closing off recently constructed lanes leading into the recently installed traffic lights. Minister,
Sunbury people are horrified to see the works back. How long will they have to put up with the return
of what has been a horror stretch for Sunbury motorists?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:59): My constituency
question is for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, and it concerns the Kooyong-based Toorak
Road level crossing. The government on 30 July advertised for community members for the Kooyong
construction liaison group. The only concern about this is that they have already started construction.
They let the contract on 12 June, and hundreds of trees have been clear-felled already. You get the
community liaison group to come in after you have started the construction, after you have felled the
trees and after you have let the contract—bizarre. And I say that the house received a letter from the
Attorney-General on 19 March offering to provide the documents that this house has already sought
concerning the Toorak Road level crossing. What I ask the minister is: when will you release the
documents concerning the Toorak Road level crossing that the house has demanded?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:00): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Housing, Disability and Ageing, and it relates to plumbing and maintenance issues at Park Towers in
South Melbourne. This public housing area has had significant issues in the past, and we have got
maintenance issues that are ongoing. There have been water leaks and severe mould in residents’
bathrooms and other rooms. There are areas where cupboards have been bashed in where fire
extinguishers are and there has been damage to various aspects that were keeping the residents safe.
The common area on the seventh floor has now had severe water damage, and it is taking too long for
it to be fixed. This started 10 weeks ago. So I ask the minister: can he investigate the issues that I have
raised in relation to these maintenance issues and get them addressed so that the residents can live in
an area that is safe and free from water damage and other issues relating to maintenance?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (13:01): My constituency question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. Located in Gippsland, Agnes Falls is just a short drive from the
wonderful town of Toora and Wilsons Promontory National Park. Friends of Agnes Falls continue to
play a vital role in putting the destination on the tourist map. In a voluntary capacity many individuals
have worked hard to secure funding for an infrastructure upgrade of a cantilever viewing platform and
associated works, and increased visitation is guaranteed once it is completed. Two years ago the South
Gippsland Shire Council allocated funding for the cantilever platform. However, there has been no
on-the-ground development of the project and volunteers are being told that construction work will
not start until 2020. Given the delay is in the hands of the government due to processes within the state
government, Minister, can you explain to my constituents why there is such a frustrating delay in
construction of this excellent project?
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL VACANCY
VICTORIAN HEALTH PROMOTION FOUNDATION
VICTORIAN RESPONSIBLE GAMBLING FOUNDATION
The PRESIDENT (13:02): There is a message from the Assembly:
The Legislative Assembly informs the Legislative Council that the Assembly has agreed to the Council’s
proposal for a joint sitting on Wednesday 14 August 2019 at 6.15 pm in the Legislative Assembly Chamber
for the purpose of sitting and voting together to—
•

choose a person to hold the seat in the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the resignation of
the Honourable Philip Dalidakis;

•

elect three members of Parliament to the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation; and

•

elect three members of Parliament to the Board of the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation.

Petitions
Following petitions presented to house:
BOROONDARA PLANNING SCHEME
TO THE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL ASSEMBLED IN PARLIAMENT
We, the undersigned Citizens of Victoria, call on the Legislative Council of Victoria to note:
•

The Victorian Government is intending to intensely redevelop the Bills Street public housing estate
and likely allow redevelopment of surrounding areas including the University of Melbourne
campus site with high rise, high density buildings that would not be in keeping with the area.

We therefore call upon the Andrews Labor Government to rethink its approach and instead ensure that:
•

Boroondara City Council remains the responsible authority for planning decisions relating to both
the Bills Street public housing estate and neighbouring University of Melbourne sites;

•

a two to three storey height limit applies to both sites; and

•

both sites are redeveloped incorporating a sensible component of new public housing, not sold off
to private developers to realise super profits from the sale of public land for the State Government
and University of Melbourne.

By Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (35 signatures).
Laid on table.
FISHERMANS BEND PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Legislative Council Electronic Petition
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
the Fishermans Bend Panel Review only considered a tram crossing from Collins Street to Lorimer Street, as
identified in Jacobs Report. The Review acknowledged that any alternatives were outside their Terms of
Reference.
Considering the tram proposal was to provide public transport to Fishermans Bend, which will not be
completed until 2050, why would you look at old transport options when there are already cheaper and better
options available and at this point only trains could carry the expected number of commuters.
Public Transport Victoria’s proposal would have the highest costs considering the costs involved with a tram
crossing, including an expensive bridge over the West Gate Freeway, and the expense of acquisitions that
would also create major disruptions over many years.
Possible class action by residents and boat owners at Marina YE also needs to be considered by the
Government. Prior to the 2018 election the Andrews Government suggested that there would be $1 million
available for a further inquiry to look at new alternatives and it was hoped that it would be carried out in the
near future and that stakeholder consultation would occur.
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Other options that should be considered include—
(1) an Immersed Tube under the Yarra to eliminate traffic congestion coming from the Port of
Melbourne, with trucks carrying containers being replaced by using automated robotics which
would eliminate the need for an expensive tram crossing; and
(2) “Trackless Trams”, the latest in transport innovation and technology, which are neither trams or
buses, they run on roads with rubber wheels, can reach speeds of up to 70 km per hour, carry up to
500 passengers, can recharge batteries at stops in 30 seconds and are approximately 10 per cent the
cost of Light Rail Construction.
Hopefully an alternative will be considered favourably which would eliminate current residents and
businesses uncertainty at the Docklands and Yarra’s Edge.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council appoint an independent panel to review public
transport alternatives at Fishermans Bend, including an Immersed Tube under the Yarra and ‘trackless trams’.

By Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (156 signatures).
Laid on table.
SHEPPARTON EDUCATION PLAN
TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF VICTORIA
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
proposed amalgamation of the four public secondary schools in Shepparton and Mooroopna (known as The
Shepparton Education Plan) into one sole secondary school (known as The Greater Shepparton College—
Interim Name).
The Petitioners therefore request that The Legislative Council call on the government to cease and desist The
Shepparton Education Plan so that the four secondary schools remain functioning as single entities. The
Petitioners are of the belief this Plan is entirely detrimental to the Shepparton Community and its students and
families and do NOT wish to have it supported.

By Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (1364 signatures).
Laid on table.
Ms LOVELL: I move:
That the petition be taken into consideration on the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AMENDMENT (REFUND ON BOTTLES AND CANS)
BILL 2019
Introduction and first reading
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (13:05): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend the
Environment Protection Act 2017 to promote the recovery, re-use and recycling of empty beverage
containers by establishing a cost-effective statewide container deposit scheme and for other purposes,
and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to
Read first time.
Dr RATNAM: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
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COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLE INDUSTRY AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Introduction and first reading
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (13:06): I move to introduce a bill for an act to amend the
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017 to provide for certain offences including the offence
of touting for a commercial passenger vehicle service and for other purposes, and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Mr BARTON: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 9
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (13:07): Pursuant to section 35 of the Parliamentary Committees
Act 2003, I lay on the table Alert Digest No. 9 of 2019 from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, including appendices. I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
OMBUDSMAN
Investigation into State Trustees
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the table a copy
of the Ombudsman’s report titled Investigation into State Trustees, June 2019.
AUDITOR-GENERAL
Annual Plan 2019–20
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 7A(9)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table a copy of the
Auditor-General’s Annual Plan 2019–20, June 2019.
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF POLICE INFORMANTS
Progress Report
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 37(3)(c) of the Inquiries Act 2004, I lay on the table a copy of the
Progress Report of the Royal Commission into the Management of Police Informants.
PARLIAMENTARY BUDGET OFFICE
Operational Plan 2019–20
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 23(4)(c) of the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2017, I lay on the
table a copy of the Parliamentary Budget Office’s Operational Plan 2019–20.

PAPERS
2328

Legislative Council

Tuesday, 13 August 2019

OMBUDSMAN
Investigation into Wellington Shire Council’s Handling of Ninety Mile Beach Subdivisions
The Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the table a copy
of the Ombudsman’s report titled Investigation into Wellington Shire Council’s Handling of Ninety
Mile Beach Subdivisions, August 2019.
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978—
Minister’s Order of 13 June 2019 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Kardinia Park Memorial
Pool Reserve.
Order of 21 June 2019 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Albert Park.
Order of 30 July 2019 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Cranbourne Wetlands Nature
Conservation Reserve.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981—Report pursuant to section 96 by the Chief
Commissioner, Victoria Police for 2018.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984—Notice pursuant to section 32(3) in relation to Statutory Rule No. 48.
Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust—Report, 2018–19.
Members of Parliament (Standards) Act 1978—Register of Interests—Returns submitted by Members of the
Legislative Council—Ordinary Returns, 28 July 2019 (Ordered to be published).
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning schemes—
Alpine Resorts Planning Scheme—Amendment C28.
Banyule, Frankston, Hume, Kingston, Manningham, Maribyrnong, Mitchell, Surf Coast and Whittlesea
Planning Schemes—Amendment GC129.
Bass Coast Planning Scheme—Amendments C151 and C156.
Boroondara and Stonnington Planning Schemes—Amendment GC126.
Boroondara, Maribyrnong, Melbourne, Moreland, Stonnington, Wyndham and Yarra Ranges Planning
Schemes—Amendment GC130.
Boroondara Planning Scheme—Amendment C276.
Brimbank, Darebin, Greater Bendigo, Greater Dandenong, Hobsons Bay, Knox, Monash, Port Phillip,
Whitehorse and Yarra Planning Schemes—Amendment GC132.
Campaspe Planning Scheme – Amendment C112.
Cardinia Planning Scheme—Amendment C220.
Casey Planning Scheme—Amendments C224, C266 and C267.
Darebin Planning Scheme—Amendment C183.
French Island and Sandstone Island Planning Scheme—Amendment C7.
Golden Plains Planning Scheme—Amendment C74.
Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme—Amendment C221.
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme—Amendment C375.
Hume Planning Scheme—Amendments C205 and C236.
Kingston Planning Scheme—Amendment C166.
Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendment C113.
Maroondah Planning Scheme—Amendments C126 and C135.
Melbourne and Port Phillip Planning Schemes—Amendment GC118.
Mitchell and Whittlesea Planning Schemes—Amendment GC134.
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme—Amendment C264.
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Murrindindi Planning Scheme—Amendment C65.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendment C173.
South Gippsland Planning Scheme—Amendment C121.
Wellington Planning Scheme—Amendment C106.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme—Amendments C223 and C224.
Wodonga Planning Scheme—Amendment C98.
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendment C163 (Part 1).
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
Audit Act 1997—No. 55 and 56.
Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005—No. 60.
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017—No. 53.
Firefighters’ Presumptive Rights Compensation and Fire Services Legislation Amendment (Reform)
Act 2019—No. 62.
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013—No. 67.
Improving Cancer Outcomes Act 2014—No. 50.
Long Service Benefits Portability Act 2018—No. 52.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—Criminal Procedure Act 2009—No. 49.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—Family Violence Protection Act 2008—Personal Safety Intervention
Orders Act 2010—No. 59.
Marine Safety Act 2010—No. 61.
Melbourne City Link Act 1995—No. 68.
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990—No. 48.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—No. 47.
Racing Act 1958—No. 66.
Rail Safety (Local Operations) Act 2006—No. 63.
Road Safety Act 1986—No. 54.
Tobacco Act 1987—No. 51.
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983—No. 57.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—Nos. 58 and 64.
Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Act 2019—No. 65.
Professional Standards Act 2003—Amendment to the Australian Property Institute Valuers Limited
Professional Standards Scheme, Gazetted 4 July 2019.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—
Documents under section 15—
Rail Safety National Law National Regulations (Fees) Variation Regulations 2019.
Rail Safety National Law National Regulations Variation Regulations 2019.
Statutory Rule Nos. 36, 40, 41, 45, 47 to 51, 54 to 65 and 68.
Legislative Instruments and related documents under section 16B in respect of—
Determination of Accreditation and Registration Fees of 19 June 2019 under the Commercial
Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017 and the Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983.
Order in Council of 1 July 2019 clarifying the intended maximum price applying to electricity
sellers under the transitional pricing rule under clause 27 of the General Exemption Order under
the Electricity Industry Act 2000.
Fundraising Exemption Order 2019 of 25 June 2019 under the Fundraising Act 1998.
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003—Inspection Report by the Victorian Inspectorate on Victoria
Police records inspected in March 2019.
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Wrongs Act 1958—Scale of Fees and Costs for Referrals of Medical Questions to Medical Panels, dated
26 June 2019.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Disability (National Disability Insurance Scheme Transition) Amendment Act 2019—Division 2 of Part 2,
Division 4 of Part 4 and Sections 252 to 255, 257, 261(1), 263 to 265(1), 266, 268, 270, 272 to 274(1) and
275—1 July 2019—Sections 145(1), (2) and (3) and 214 and Divisions 1 and 2 of Part 3—2 July 2019
(Gazette No. S 254, 25 June 2019).
Disability Service Safeguards Act 2018—Sections 1 and 2 and Parts 18 (except Sections 300 and 301), 19
and 20—1 July 2019 (Gazette No. S 254, 25 June 2019).
Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Act 2018—
Sections 37, 41, 44 and 72(2)—30 June 2019 (Gazette No. S 239, 18 June 2019).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Family Violence Protection and Other Matters) Act 2018—Sections 14(1),
17, 18, 20, 21, 28 and 29 and the Remaining Provisions of Parts 5 and 6 and Part 7—31 July 2019 (Gazette
No. S 306, 30 July 2019).
Residential Tenancies Amendment Act 2018—Sections 34(5) (except paragraphs (a) and (b)) and 53(4) and
Division 2 of Part 18—19 June 2019 (Gazette No. S 228, 12 June 2019).
Transport Legislation Amendment (Better Roads Victoria and Other Amendments) Act 2019—Division 2 of
Part 5 and Sections 45 and 47—8 July 2019 (Gazette No. S 282, 2 July 2019).

Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS
Notices given.
Committees
LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE
Membership
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (13:22): I move, by leave:
That Mr Barton be a participating member of the Standing Committee on Legal and Social Issues.

Motion agreed to.
Business of the house
GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (13:23): I move, by leave:
That precedence be given to the following general business on Wednesday, 14 August 2019:
(1) the notice of motion given this day by Dr Cumming in relation to disability parking permits;
(2) the notice of motion given this day by Dr Cumming in relation to pet registrations;
(3) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Rich-Phillips referring a matter to the Environment and
Planning Committee relating to the Solar Homes program; and
(4) notice of motion 111 standing in the name of Mr Limbrick referring a matter to the Environment and
Planning Committee relating to removing prohibitions enacted by the Nuclear Activities (Prohibitions)
Act 1983.

Motion agreed to.
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Committees
ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Reporting date
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (13:23): I move, by leave:
That the resolution of the Council of 20 February 2019 requiring the Economy and Infrastructure Committee
to inquire into and report no later than 30 October 2019 on the operation of the commercial passenger vehicle
reforms be amended so as to now require the committee to present its report by 28 November 2019.

Motion agreed to.
Mr ELASMAR: I move, by leave:
That the resolution of the Council of 1 May 2019 requiring the Economy and Infrastructure Committee to
inquire into and report by 28 November 2019 on the effectiveness of legislation and other measures to prevent
and deter activities by unauthorised persons on agricultural and associated industries be amended so as to now
require the committee to present its report by 1 February 2020.

Motion agreed to.
Mr ELASMAR: I move, by leave:
That the resolution of the Council of 5 June 2019 requiring the Economy and Infrastructure Committee to
inquire into and report no later than 1 December 2019 on the increase in the Victorian road toll in 2019 be
amended so as to now require the committee to present its report by 1 July 2020.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
NAIDOC WEEK
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (13:25): On Wednesday, 3 July, I was invited to
participate in the celebrations for NAIDOC Week. This special annual event showcases the history,
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This July, NAIDOC Week
was hosted by Northern Health in Epping. I would like to thank all of the organisers for their splendid
efforts in making this an unforgettable and special occasion.
OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mr ELASMAR: On another matter, on Saturday, 13 July, I attended the celebration of the Feast
of St Charbel at Our Lady of Lebanon Church in my electorate. The event was presented by
His Excellency Bishop Tarabay. There were over 40 people in attendance on the night, and all
proceeds from the function were donated to the church and its affiliates. I thank the bishop and the
wonderful people who organised this family event.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY MOOROOPNA BRIGADE
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (13:26): It was an honour over the winter break to attend the
annual presentation night of the Mooroopna urban fire brigade to celebrate the performance of the
wonderful volunteers that diligently serve the Mooroopna community. A number of award winners
were presented with various medals and awards throughout the evening. One of the highlights of the
night was the awarding of CFA life membership to former captain Ray Stockwell and 30-year veteran
Len Balfour. These two gentlemen have been mainstays of the Mooroopna fire brigade, and I
congratulate both Ray and Len on this wonderful acknowledgement.
Many members received career service awards, including the great George Vearing, who was
recognised for 60 years service, and Mooroopna legend Keith Barbour, who has served the brigade

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
2332

Legislative Council

Tuesday, 13 August 2019

for 55 years. Ten other members received service awards, ranging from five years up to 40 years
service to the brigade.
The Rookie of the Year award was presented to Bridgette Ballard and the Captain’s Encouragement
Award to Larissa Ballard. The Nathan Black Memorial Trophy, awarded to the volunteer who
regularly goes beyond the call of duty, was presented to David Kidman—a much-deserved honour for
David. The prestigious Firefighter of the Year award was awarded to first lieutenant Warren
Cartwright, another dedicated Mooroopna volunteer. I congratulate him on receiving this award.
I would like to congratulate all the award winners and thank the entire membership of the Mooroopna
urban fire brigade for the tireless work they do in keeping our community safe.
MATTHEW DANIELS
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (13:28): I rise today to congratulate Armstrong Creek resident
Matthew Daniels on successfully completing an astounding 535 runs in 535 days in a marathon
mission. Every day, rain, hail or shine, Matt ran a half marathon—just over 21 kilometres. Matt kicked
off his quest to raise money for blood cancer on 27 December 2017 and has run over 11 000 kilometres
since.
The personal trainer and father of three was inspired to attempt the feat after reading With Every Step,
the true story of Andrew Cadigan, who quit his job and walked around Australia to raise money for
the Leukaemia Foundation. Matt reported that when he first purchased the book he was unable to put
it down, stating that ‘I think Cad’s story resonated with me so much because he pushed his body and
mind to the limit, all to honour a mate and for a greater cause’.
Around 35 Australians are diagnosed with a blood cancer every day, including leukaemia, lymphoma
and myeloma. Blood cancer is the third biggest cause of cancer deaths across Australia, claiming more
lives each year than breast cancer or skin cancer. The Leukaemia Foundation provides practical and
emotional support to people facing the challenge of blood cancer, as well as investing in vital research
to find better treatments and cures. Across Australia 60 000 people are currently fighting this horrible
disease.
I continue to be so proud that despite the negative impacts cancer and other diseases have on
individuals, Victorians rise above it and move forward. In total over his journey Matt raised around
$70 000, including $20 000 for Breast Cancer Network Australia in 2014 and $50 000 for Cad’s cause.
Matt is the second largest individual fundraiser in Australia according to the Leukaemia Foundation’s
top 100 fundraising legends. Congratulations and thank you, Matt.
AUSTRALIAN SUSTAINABLE HARDWOODS
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (13:30): I was delighted to recently take a tour of the Australian
Sustainable Hardwoods—or, as it is known, ASH—timber mill, located in Heyfield in East Gippsland.
I would like to make a special mention of the managing director, Vince Hurley, and of the Wellington
Shire Council, who together provided me and my staff with a very insightful and informative overview
of the workings of the mill and followed that with a site tour of the manufacturing division.
The ASH mill is Australian owned and the only domestic manufacturer of finished timber products
supplied to Bunnings. Along with this they have a plan to transition out of ash species from 2030 and
move towards silvertop, a more sustainable species that is easier to regenerate and is not a food source
for our native animals.
As well as making leaps in the national manufacturing industry they are also significant contributors
to regional employment. They employ over 150 full-time permanent employees, and this is growing
fast as they undertake their expansion plans, which are well underway. They look after their workers
incredibly well by paying significantly more than the award wage, having great super and offering all
employees access to a full-time physiotherapist as well as an employee wellness program.
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I am really proud that the Andrews Labor government gets behind local businesses that offer
employment to our communities. As we all know, a job is more than just a job; it offers dignity, a
source of income and a sense of worth. I am really excited to see the future of this important employer
in my electorate.
BALLAN RSL
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (13:31): I rise today to extend my gratitude to the Ballan
RSL for allowing me the honour of laying a wreath at their 100th anniversary celebrations in Ballan.
The Returned and Services League was formed in 1916 to improve the welfare of returned service
men and women through care, financial assistance, advocacy and commemoration. Since their
formation RSLs have made significant contributions to the social fabric of communities nationwide
by ensuring the provision of proper support and recognition of the sacrifices of veterans and their
families.
In 1919 Ballan formed their own RSL branch after the region saw 810 men and women serve in World
War I. The branch had a brief closure during the Second World War, only to be re-formed and
relaunched again in 1945. The Ballan RSL president, Rick Campey, has done an exceptional job of
resurrecting the branch from near extinction in 2016, with just nine active members, to its current 85strong membership. His efforts were rightly acknowledged and applauded at the celebration by
Victorian RSL vice-president Des Callaghan, OAM, and the Moorabool shire mayor, Cr Paul Tatchell.
I thank the Ballan RSL for their ongoing support for those who served to keep us safe and those who
continue to serve to keep us safe.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (13:33): Recently the Minister for Local Government
announced sweeping reforms to the way our local councils are elected in Victoria, proposing the
introduction of single-member wards to every council in the state. He did this without any prior
consultation with councils or the community and with no forewarning. Over the last two decades the
Victorian Electoral Commission has conducted numerous reviews into how the fairness of local
council election systems can be enacted, and nearly each and every time it has recommended that
councils use a proportional system rather than the single-member system that the minister is proposing.
That is because they have found that it leads to more democratic outcomes and diverse representation,
amongst many other benefits.
Changing every council to a single-member ward system will make it harder for diverse candidates to
be elected, particularly women, with only 33.9 per cent of single-member ward councillors being
women compared to 41.4 per cent in multimember wards. Multimember wards also have the benefits
of increasing the number of representatives each constituent has, fostering collaboration amongst
councillors and reducing narrow populist politics. And the government’s own Local Government
Electoral Review Panel in 2014 concluded that ‘given the vast diversity in municipal structures, there
would be no one single electoral structure that could cater to the representation needs across Victorian
municipalities’.
The peak bodies—the Municipal Association of Victoria and the Victorian Local Government
Association—have sounded the alarm on these reforms and at the very least have asked for a proper
consultation period. This is a retrograde step that will reduce the number of women elected to our
councils and erase the diversity of people from multicultural and socio-economic backgrounds. This
government must urgently abandon these retrograde reforms and start treating local government with
the respect that it deserves rather than using it for political gain. This is an underhanded and unwanted
reform that seems to be motivated by political interest only.
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WOMEN IN STEM FOODBYTES CHALLENGE
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (13:35): On 27 June I was delighted to be a panellist judging year 9
and 10 Gippsland secondary schoolgirls in a design challenge. The challenge theme centred on
communicating to young people in Gippsland the importance of nutrition, exercise and wellbeing to a
healthy lifestyle. After workshopping leadership skills, creative collaboration and real-world problemsolving with our talented educators, the students delivered their program pitch. It was fabulous to see
my ex-schoolfriend and teacher from Mirboo North and her students Gemma Tompkins, Emre
Cupples, Namatai Douglas and Audrey Crawford, and Petra Hopkins was there doing a wonderful job
as the teacher. Also Lakes Entrance Secondary College had such a great trip coming down and
participating. The students there were Hollie Rijs and Jessika Perrett, and their teacher was Amy Lane.
ST KIERAN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ms BATH: I sincerely thank Ms Haesler, Mrs Greco and Mrs Noonan and give a special thankyou
to the grade 5/6s and grade 4s at St Kieran’s Catholic Primary School in Moe for inviting me to discuss
the role of government and my duties as an MP. During our role-play session on the passage of a bill
through Parliament the students developed, debated and passed the Half Hour Free Time at the End
of the Week Bill, with an excellent debate from ministers, shadow ministers and other MPs. I would
also like to congratulate St Kieran’s for raising $1400 for Mat Bowtell’s Free 3D Hands charity. What
an excellent service to that charity.
WODONGA PLANNING SCHEME
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (13:36): At Wodonga council’s March 2018 meeting council
voted to remove the 173 planning agreement from federal government owned land at Lot 5 Kiewa
Valley Highway. Originally set aside for a school during the flog-off of the Albury-Wodonga
Development Corporation land, the 173 agreement limited land use to community and educational.
Lot 5 Kiewa Valley Highway is next door to the new Baranduda Fields sports complex and, without
the 173 agreement, prime development land. Plans for the school were ditched.
In the wind-up of the development corporation someone saw an opportunity. In 2014 the Department
of Finance entered into a contract to sell the land for $247 500 to a company controlled by a former
senior Wodonga council staffer, Michael Gobel, with a price reflecting the value of the land with the
173 agreement in place but with the contract conditional on the agreement being removed. With
removal, the land value jumped—the purchaser immediately making a windfall gain of up to
$1 million. In council briefings a CEO and a senior staffer removed themselves because of conflict of
interest, although the mayor did not. Councillors were provided with misleading and inaccurate
information. Details, like the identity of the purchaser, were withheld. As was often the case with
Wodonga council, something stank.
I raise the matter in Parliament so it can be reported on freely. I suspect this is not the only case of
dubious dealings by connected insiders around land zoned for other purposes coming out of the windup of the development corporation.
HOMELESSNESS
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (13:38): I rise today to speak about homelessness. Last
week was Homelessness Week, a week capped off with an extreme cold snap that brought in snow
and freezing temperatures. While for some this may have been a magical first experience with snow,
I cannot help but reflect on how punishing last week must have been for those unfortunate enough not
to have a roof over their head. With that in mind, I am glad that an inquiry into homelessness in Victoria
is being held by the Legal and Social Issues Committee. Likewise I am pleased to be part of the
Andrews Labor government, a government that takes homelessness seriously and is working to
address homelessness with commitments like investing over $200 million to build 1000 new homes—
public housing for people who need a roof over their heads—and commitments like our $45 million
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Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Plan to tackle homelessness on a range of fronts from early
intervention through to a support service system. I commend the inquiry and the Andrew’s Labor
government’s initiatives to the Council.
CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL ACTION CONFERENCE
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (13:39): I rise to most warmly congratulate the organisers of the
Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC), which I was honoured to attend in Sydney over
this last weekend. It was a brilliant event. In fact a few times it was so good I thought I had died and
gone to heaven! Despite what some prominent leftist loons were suggesting, speakers at CPAC
Australia 2019 were predominantly Aussies who have had a gutful of political correctness and being
dictated to by elites. This conference was a verbal smorgasbord of common sense and logic. Yes, there
were some outstanding speakers from overseas. Congressman Mark Meadows, chairman of the House
Freedom Caucus, confused me, though, just a little as the term ‘caucus’ is not something I have ever
actually associated with freedom. Nigel Farage held a packed ballroom in the palm of his hand. What
an inspiration it was to hear him. I almost hope Boris Johnson does not deliver Brexit just so we can
see Prime Minister Farage in Downing Street.
I would also like to thank Senator Kristina Keneally for promoting this conference. Such was the
strength of bookings after her hysterical intervention, many believe she may have been working on a
commission basis. A trophy has been struck for the greatest contribution to promoting CPAC in future,
and it is my fervent hope that one day I will walk away with the Keneally Cup. CPAC Australia 2020
is already in the planning, and I am very, very much looking forward to being there. Conservatism is
a people’s movement, and CPAC has kicked it along very nicely.
MICK MILLER
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (13:41): I just wanted to start my contribution by marking the
passing of former Chief Commissioner of Police Mick Miller. I started my time in the police long after
Mick finished up, but I have got to say that even today the reverberations of what he was and what he
did are still felt within the force. He drove a lot of changes, I have got to say, in the force that needed
to be done. Rest in peace, Mick.
MURRAY-DARLING BASIN PLAN
Mr BOURMAN: Whilst we were away from here I took a bit of a trip to South Australia, and via
the long way back through Mildura I had a look at the reality of the Murray-Darling Basin plan and
what it is delivering for us and what it is delivering for everybody else. There is clearly a problem that
this plan is causing for Victorians. I was standing on the bank of the Murray not only in South Australia
but obviously in Victoria, where it is about a foot from the top of the bank, and the South Australians
are getting close to 100 per cent of their allocation and we are getting 16. That cannot be right. We
need to do something. I also note that former Australian Federal Police commissioner Mick Keelty
has been appointed the interim inspector-general for the Murray-Darling Basin plan. I just hope he is
given the teeth that he needs to ensure the cleaning up of the plan and to actually find out exactly what
is going on, because there is zero transparency and that needs to be fixed.
COBAW STATE FOREST
Mr BOURMAN: And just before I go, I also took a four-wheel drive trip with PNL 4WDriving
out at Cobaw, and I have got to say using state forests for something like this is a great thing and it
should never be a national park.
TRANS AND GENDER-DIVERSE HEALTH CARE
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (13:42): I rise today to congratulate everyone involved with
coordinating the Royal Women’s Hospital’s grand round on better healthcare options for trans and
gender-diverse people. We were privileged to hear from a panel which included Sally Goldner, AM;
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Dr Ada Cheung; Dr Ruth McNair, AM; Associate Professor Michelle Telfer; and Dr Jaco Erasmus,
and which was moderated by the incredible Jacob Thomas at the women’s hospital, joined by
160 health professionals and viewed online by more than 1000 health practitioners and medical
practitioners, on the importance of providing dignity, correct information, access, sensitivity and good
learning and knowledge to the provision of health care for trans and gender-diverse Victorians.
MOOROOLBARK AND LILYDALE LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Ms SHING: On another matter, it was a privilege and a pleasure to join Jacinta Allan and James
Merlino to announce the preliminary designs for level crossing removals in Mooroolbark and Lilydale.
Doubling the number of car spaces, minimising the disruption by approximately 18 months and
providing better access to trains and to improved amenities will go a long way toward assisting this
part of the world as the population expands.
ESSO LONGFORD INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE
Ms SHING: I wish to congratulate and to commend everyone who was associated with the Esso
Longford dispute. Members of the AMWU, the Electrical Trades Union and the AWU endured
742 days of community action after being offered vastly reduced terms and conditions of employment.
Well done to workers and to their unions on persisting with this important protest in the face of reduced
terms and conditions and on the fight now being over.
LEMNOS COMMEMORATION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:44): Last Saturday I joined my colleagues Mr Neil
Angus and the Honourable Robin Scott from the Assembly and Ms Nina Taylor from this place at the
commemorative service at the Lemnos Gallipoli Memorial at Lemnos Square in Albert Park. Despite
it being a very chilly Melbourne winter morning, we were reminded of the conditions that our
servicemen and the Australian nurses who served in the Gallipoli campaign had to endure day after
day, year after year. Lemnos played a strategic part for the 50 000 Anzac soldiers prepared for the
landings. It was where they were able to rest after battle and where they were cared for by nurses who
put their hand up to also serve our great nation. The sacrifice and service that Australian men and
women gave to our country to ensure that we all enjoy the freedoms we have today should never be
forgotten.
Those who spoke at the service gave various accounts of the strong Anzac connections of Lemnos and
how Lemnos played a major part in the First World War. It was Lemnos which was the location of
Australia’s hospitals and where 130 nurses served, caring for those servicemen ill and wounded who
had returned from the horrors of the battlefield of Gallipoli. The generosity of the people of Lemnos,
who welcomed the Anzacs, should not be forgotten also. The ties of Greece and Australia remain
strong and welcoming today and give rise to the great multicultural community we have in Melbourne.
I would like to acknowledge all of those involved in putting together this year’s commemorative
service and their ongoing work to ensure awareness of Lemnos’s role in the Gallipoli campaign. Lest
we forget.
TRANSPORT CONGESTION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (13:45): Today I want to draw
attention to Infrastructure Australia’s report released today, Urban Transport Crowding and
Congestion. It is an important report, and I am going to highlight some key aspects. It says:
Increased congestion on Melbourne’s roads significantly impacts the city’s wider transport network, as buses
and trams mix with general traffic. This is especially the case in the inner north of the city, for instance at the
western end of the Eastern Freeway where congestion is the result of demand for city access and cross-town
travel.
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It goes on to state:
Despite ongoing mode shift from cars to public transport, congestion on Melbourne’s roads will continue to
grow substantially.

Their modelling shows that the cost of road congestion annualised in Melbourne and Geelong will
reach $10.4 billion in 2031, $10.1 billion of which is in Melbourne, and that travel times will increase
significantly. The time attributable to congestion will increase from 55 to 65 per cent in 2016 to 65 to
75 per cent in 2031. That means drivers on certain corridors could spend three-quarters of the duration
of their journey impacted by congestion. They also talk, importantly, about the forecast total cost of
public transport crowding, which is significantly increasing from $75 million in 2016 to $352 million
in 2031. I say one result of this is people should be focusing on the east–west link, and that is a corridor
that needs to be dealt with. (Time expired)
OFFICE OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (13:47): I call on the Attorney-General to meet with the
Office of Public Prosecutions (OPP) to address the clear resourcing crisis that is preventing the timely
consideration of matters and how this is delaying the operation of the justice system. A case in which
I am the complainant and which is still unresolved is the investigation into Labor’s red shirts rort
scheme. I was advised by Victoria Police on 5 July, or 39 days ago, that the briefs of evidence had
been presented to the OPP for final advice. To date this matter, to my knowledge, has not been
finalised.
This example is no doubt just the tip of the iceberg and reflects the challenges that the OPP has in
processing matters and requests for advice. It is no wonder our justice system can take years and years
before justice is served. As the old saying goes, justice delayed is justice denied. I request that the
Attorney-General meet with John Cain junior, Victoria’s solicitor for public prosecutions, and the
director, Kerri Judd, QC, so that this crisis can be addressed.
MICK MILLER
Mr O’DONOHUE: On a separate matter, I join with other members in acknowledging the passing
of Mick Miller—Mr Miller, as I always heard him referred to by everyone in his company—a
remarkable man who did so much to improve community safety.
HONG KONG PROTESTS
Mr O’DONOHUE: On a separate matter, regrettably it appears that things are escalating in Hong
Kong. It is critical, in my view, that the basic law be respected and that the system that has been in
place since the handover in 1997 be maintained. Hong Kong is a remarkable place with the separation
of powers, independent judiciary, freedom of the press and incredible energy. The Hong Kong and
Chinese governments should ensure that nothing is done to compromise this remarkable place.
Bills
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELLBEING AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms SYMES:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:49): I am pleased to be able to rise this afternoon and
make a contribution to the Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment Bill 2019. Can I say at the outset
that the opposition—the Liberals and Nationals—will be supporting this bill because we believe it is
making some good proposals in relation to allowing people to have decreased stigma in relation to
their HIV status and, with that, will lead to better health outcomes.
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I would like to make a few remarks before I go into the body of the bill, but can I say that, as somebody
who was working in the public health system in the early 1980s, I am very familiar with the angst that
was around during that time in relation to HIV and AIDS and the AIDS pandemic which was gripping
Australia like many other Western countries and then spreading to other countries. I recall at the time
just in relation to that ongoing concern a degree of fear within the community regarding HIV and
AIDS, and I think we have come a long way. I know we have come a long way, and that is because of
the efforts of so many people both within government and in various groups that have had a real
commitment to addressing the spread of HIV and the development of AIDS.
I want to also recognise just how much Australian governments did work with those various groups
that I referred to earlier, and that was at the time gay men, IV drug users and also sex workers. There
was a lot of work being undertaken through various programs and things like needle exchange
programs and also education programs with those high-risk groups. I think all of us in this chamber
would be very pleased to understand that the numbers are going down, but there are still too many
people who are diagnosed. If we can do anything to reduce those numbers, then that is a good thing.
I want to also place on record some of the initiatives that my colleague Mr Davis put forward when he
was Minister for Health in relation to addressing some of those concerns that I spoke about, and I think
they should not go unnoticed. Of course as his Parliamentary Secretary for Health I was very pleased
to support those initiatives as well. I refer of course to the Pronto! program. I know that when I was
speaking to Mr Davis about this we were speaking about those initiatives and reflecting on some of
the events that occurred during our term of government. I specifically want to make mention of the
AIDS conference that came to Melbourne in 2013 or 2014 I think it was, but in any case there were
15 000 health delegates. It was the biggest health and medical conference that the country had seen,
and it certainly was an extraordinary opportunity for researchers and scientists and all those working
in this space to exchange ideas and really promote the great work that many of our institutions have
undertaken here in Australia.
Now, Mr Davis did do a visit to the United States, where they led the way, in many instances, on some
of these initiatives, and that is where he understood the community-controlled testing that was
undertaken. I think he said he visited Washington in 2012 and San Francisco to look at their program,
Magnet, and that was what he brought back. We adopted that model here in Victoria, which led the
way for other states to adopt the rapid testing Pronto! service that Victoria enjoys today. It was in 2013
that that Pronto! office was opened, and Mr Davis at the time said:
It is our hope PRONTO, as a peer based and lead service, will provide an alternative option to test for HIV
making it easier for people to test without fear or judgement …

As I said, it is a long time since the early 1980s, when I remember that fear, that judgement and that
stigmatisation that was applied to people within the community. There was a certain degree of caution
around working in the hospital system with anyone regarding bloodborne diseases and those having
been diagnosed with HIV and AIDS. During that time there was not a very good success rate for those
patients that were HIV-positive and then went on to develop full-blown AIDS. It was a very grim
outcome. As I mentioned previously, governments at all levels were taking initiatives to enable the
reduction of the spread of the disease, and they conducted various public health programs but also
education programs and advertising programs.
I am sure many members in this house will remember the advertising campaign in the mid-1980s of
the Grim Reaper. It was an advertising campaign that was quite unashamedly designed to really
confront us, and it did. It is an advertisement that I recall very well, and I think a lot of people do in
relation to how confronting it was during that time. But thankfully, as I said, we have moved on to
enable people to live being HIV-positive and have very good outcomes. It is managed as a chronic
disease, and these are terrific initiatives for anyone with such a significant disease.
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What this bill does is go to the point of assisting with removing some of that stigma around anyone
testing. It also allows for the removal of a number of clauses in the principal act in relation to
practitioners having to provide information before and after HIV testing occurs.
This bill is a fairly straightforward bill, I would have to say, in relation to what it is setting out to
achieve, and that is to ensure that medical practitioners treat the testing of HIV just like the testing of
any other blood-borne viruses such as hepatitis C. It offers those high-risk groups a decrease in stigma
and judgement or the fears that some of those high-risk groups may have in relation to the testing. I
think that goes to the fact that we are working towards an understanding that this is now a chronic
disease and that people can live very fulfilling lives. That is the great thing about medicine and medical
advancements—when you can see so many people living normal and fulfilling lives with a very
debilitating and significant condition or disease, such as what we are speaking about today.
I am pleased that a number of people that I have contacted have been very supportive of this bill, and
I note the AMA’s position paper on it. I note that they had put together in 2017 a response to the HIV
pre and post-testing legislative requirements—the options paper. It was their preferred option that
sections 131 and 132 of the act be repealed, which is exactly what this bill sets out to do. They also
made comment in relation to a number of other aspects in relation to some people affected by HIV
and sexually transmitted diseases, but in relation to their pre-testing counselling they said:
Under the Regulations, a ‘person of prescribed class’ is either a medical practitioner or a person whose
competencies and training qualifications have been determined by the Secretary of the DHHS.

That means that those people have to give the counselling pre and post HIV testing. I am talking about
the counselling that will be undertaken should somebody be tested positively.
Clearly it is up to the medical practitioner who is attending to anyone who has a diagnosis or a result
that is somewhat alarming or adverse. If it was in this instance being HIV positive or hep C positive
or having another diagnosis, then of course your doctor would want to speak to you about options of
treatment and care and management and referrals, and that is part of that post-testing counselling which
is undertaken in any circumstances. I see that there is no difference in relation to somebody who has
tested positive to HIV in having that very thorough care and management by their attending
practitioner.
As the AMA has said—and it reflects what I have probably indicated to a certain degree:
AMA Victoria’s position is that post-testing requirements to provide counselling for HIV should not be above
and beyond those contained in standard medical care.

I think that is a very sound position to have, as I have outlined. This is very sensitive information that
doctors are handling, and they are handling it all the time when dealing with various diagnoses and
various components of patients who seek their advice and care, and, as I have said, then providing the
ongoing management that patients require to ensure that they can live to the best of their capacity and
get the treatment that they need so that they can do that.
I am also very pleased to note that the federal government is also doing more in this space. As I have
said, governments of all persuasions have an ongoing commitment to ensure that we have as much
support as can be provided. It was in 2018, last November, that the first HIV home testing kits were
approved by the Therapeutic Goods Administration. That also gives people who think they might have
HIV the ability to test in their own home environment, again reducing that stigma and fear and of
anyone making judgements around their status.
So if I could just say in my concluding remarks—I do not intend to speak very long to this bill because,
as I have said, I do support it—I do think this is a sensible measure to repeal, as clause 6 sets out,
sections 131 and 132. Section 131 of the principal act currently prohibits registered medical
practitioners from carrying out or authorising the carrying out of a test for HIV or any other prescribed
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disease on a person who has requested the test unless they are satisfied that the person requesting the
test has been given the prescribed information in accordance with the regulations.
Section 132 of the principal act prohibits registered medical practitioners or persons of a prescribed
class from advising a person who has requested a test for HIV or any other prescribed disease of the
test results if the results are positive unless they are satisfied that the prescribed information has been
given to the person who requested the test.
So it is clear that in doing what this bill sets out to achieve people will have a greater degree of freedom
and comfort around their testing, around the counselling and around what their medical practitioner
can and will do in support of them in managing their status, whether they should be HIV positive or
not. With those few words I conclude my remarks and commend the bill to the house.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (14:03): I rise today to speak to this bill, and in doing so I want to
draw the Parliament’s attention to one of the rationales for this particular bill, which is to tackle stigma.
In doing so, I want to note at the outset how far we have come with the issue of stigma as it relates to
HIV and to AIDS, and I want to note the extraordinary contributions that have been made by so many
people—at a community level, at a medical level, at a social level and politically, all around the
world—to tackle what was once seen as a disease so horrific that it needed to be represented by the
grim reaper.
Ms Crozier touched on that in her comments in relation to this bill and in noting that the opposition
supports this bill, which goes a long way towards addressing the question of stigma through the
availability of HIV testing and the way in which it can be regulated through the provision of prescribed
information before carrying out or authorising a test for HIV and through the repeal of those sections
that set out those requirements that are now in fact covered also by national testing policies. This will
harmonise the framework, but what it will also do is build on the groundswell of work that is going to
correcting misinformation and mythology about diseases such as HIV, building on the work around
campaigns such as U=U—undetectable equals untransmittable—and building on tackling the stigma
that once saw people who were living positive being vilified, being shunned, being discriminated
against, being humiliated, being routinely assaulted and in many cases being killed for carrying this
disease.
We have seen a huge amount of work go into the development through research and technology of
treatment which now enables people to live with HIV—to live with an undetectable viral load and to
make an enormously ordinary and indeed, in saying that, extraordinary contribution as members of a
community which not too many decades ago shunned them. I think that this is really relevant in
looking at where we are at now with the question of stigma as it once arose in relation to HIV and to
AIDS and to transmission issues and where we have come to in the repeal of provisions of our criminal
codes, such as section 19A of the Crimes Act 1958, which imposed a disproportionately high
penalty—a higher penalty—for transmission of HIV than would otherwise have applied for serious
assault. It was a five-year increase on the maximum penalty that applied in those situations for assault
because of the reference to the transmission of HIV. That was repealed in 2015. This sits alongside
the Premier’s historic apology for homosexual convictions, which saw too many Victorians vilified,
charged, convicted and often consigned to spend their lives in shame and in humiliation for having
lived their lives as they are and, for those who are no longer with us, as they were. We have got a long
way to go, though, in tackling stigma, and we have got a long way to go in so many different areas
where we address marginalised parts of our communities and the way in which they go about living
their lives.
On the point of stigma I note that we have a debate that will come up to discuss the way in which we
address rights for transgender, gender-diverse and non-binary people in Victoria. We have an
opportunity to tackle the question of stigma, which in the case of trans people sees just under 50 per
cent of trans people try to commit suicide, try to take their own lives, because that stigma manifests
itself as discrimination in terms of lesser access to services, problems accessing employment and the
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vilification that occurs. This has so many echoes in this particular legislation that we are standing here
all supporting today. We are still on the way as far as—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: I will take that interjection up, Ms Crozier. ‘No, it doesn’t’, you say. ‘No, it doesn’t’—
you think it has no bearing on that. The question of stigma is in fact something which is so prevalent
for marginalised members of our community that, as you referred to in your opening remarks,
Ms Crozier, you were only too happy to talk about the Grim Reaper being a confrontational way of
actually addressing the issue and the challenge of HIV and AIDS back in the 1980s. You were only
too happy to say that that was inappropriate in the 1980s as it related to the Grim Reaper sending a
bowling ball down an alley to knock off people who would then contract HIV, which would then
develop into AIDS before they died. Ms Crozier does not see any parallels—and this is telling, isn’t
it?—in talking about the stigma that applied there and the stigma that applies today whereby just under
half of those who are transgender and gender-diverse will attempt to take their own lives.
You look at the public discourse that sits around the issues that we now confront when we are in a
position to lead the charge as it relates to being better rather than sitting on the coat-tails of so much
work that has been undertaken with Pronto! campaigns, with work associated with the United Nations,
with work associated with the HIV strategy for 2017–20 and with work associated with the 90-90-90
campaign, which shows that we are on track to make sure that 90 per cent of people who are HIVpositive know their status and are on treatment and 90 per cent of people on treatment have an
undetectable viral load. We are seeing so much progress that will then see that we are in a position to
achieve the 2020 target of 95-95-95 for testing, treatment and undetectable viral load.
Look at the work and the momentum that has been developed around not just improving the way in
which people live with HIV and U=U but tackling the stigma that previously saw people ousted from
restaurants, unable to participate in public life, unable to shake hands with people, unable to play sport,
vilified and condemned. There was hysteria that went around the world in relation to debates around
the extent to which HIV might be transmittable where a diver had sustained a head injury before
entering a chlorinated pool, such as we saw with Greg Louganis at the Olympics. We saw the blood
rule become an issue of epidemic proportions of hysteria.
We now stand in that place in relation to other marginalised and vilified groups, so what I would invite
those around this chamber and those in this Parliament to contemplate is the opportunity that they have
to avoid being absolute hypocrites when it comes to tackling stigma. The opportunity exists to take a
better approach than the Grim Reaper, ‘lowest common dominator’ approach to misinformation and
mythology, which causes pain and distress and hurt in an avoidable way and makes for a society that
cringes away from anything that is different.
This bill shows what can be done when people recognise in fact that there are ways to go about mature
consensus-making that is inclusive rather than vilifying. This progress shows what can be achieved
when we put our minds towards seeing people as people and not as categories. This legislation shows
what can be done to tackle the issue of stigma, and I can only hope that when it comes to considering
any piece of legislation before this house we are also in a position to do the same for other groups.
I extend my congratulations to everybody who has been part of tackling stigma in the context and the
content of civil rights movements that have indeed, through their very enactment, saved lives, created
dignity where otherwise there has been none and tackled the issues that relate to trauma around grim
reapers being the symbol of what was previously seen to be a disease that had no end, that had no
solution and that was best addressed by leaving people to die—often alone—in squalid, filthy and
inappropriate conditions.
What we have now, as a Parliament, is something which shows that we are capable of being better,
we are capable of being leaders, we are capable of being inclusive and we are capable of recognising
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the contribution of people who live with an undetectable viral load and that they are as much a part of
our community as everybody else. And yet when push comes to shove on this question there will
always be from certain quarters of this Parliament a little voice that says, ‘Everybody else, except those
who we don’t yet think are good enough’, and that is where the true test lies around being truly
inclusive, around governing for everybody and around providing rights and access to services, to
entitlements, to assistance and to information that tackles stigma and that says through its actions and
through its conduct, ‘We recognise that all Victorians deserve equity before the law; we recognise that
all Victorians deserve a share in the services, the infrastructure, the funding, the engagement and the
resources that are provided for the benefit of a state that is in growth; we recognise that in our
difference lies our strength’.
So I look forward, as we get through this particular bill, to setting a precedent which commits not just
to tackling stigma where it is socially acceptable because all but everyone else has done it but to a
point that we can get to whereby we say every Victorian—every Victorian—deserves to live—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: Oh, you are shaking your head, Ms Crozier. Every Victorian deserves to live without
stigma. There is so much work to do, and I look forward to—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: Oh, ‘Such a victim’—there we go; I will take that interjection up as well, Ms Crozier.
The victim card is one which is often played when we talk about helping those who need direct
assistance to be able to live without discrimination, harassment, humiliation and isolation, who deserve
to live without lesser access to health services and who deserve to live without the comparative poverty
in social and economic terms that so many people endure. And I really look forward to seeing that we
can be better than rhetoric, that we can be better than saying, ‘Well, we’re all but there, so we’ll jump
on the bandwagon. It’s not going to hurt us any longer to be able to say that people who are
undetectable and untransmittable can therefore have a good go, and we’ll tinker at the edges’.
Government and the work of Parliament have to be about more than that, and this is an important bill.
This is a bill which improves on the aggregate of work that has been done to tackle that stigma, but it
is about consistency.
Where is the consistency? Where is the consistency when it comes to saying that one group deserves
relief from stigma and yet another does not? And I put that question to the chamber. I put that question
to anybody who is following the parliamentary procedure not just of this bill but of every other bill
that comes before this house. I put that question on behalf of people who are not in a position, as I am,
to do so. I put that question on behalf of members of our community who want to see better, deserve
to see better and are entitled to expect better of their elected representatives. I make these points in the
faith and the hope that one day we will achieve the same sort of commitment to eradicating stigma for
all Victorians that we have seen in this particular bill, and I look forward to hearing that everyone
around the chamber can agree on the fundamental starting point—a commitment to eradicating stigma
like this, a commitment to removing hurdles and obstacles and barriers which may be cloaked in
bureaucracy but which in and of themselves sit based around a hard heart of discrimination. We are in
a position to do more and to do better, to eradicate them, to see them for what they are and to see them
as something which needs to be changed and tackled and thought through as part of the work of what
considered government is about.
So in closing, I commend this bill to the house. I commend it for its substance, for the process which
has been undertaken in getting to this point and also for what it symbolises, and I wish it a speedy
passage.
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Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (14:18): I am pleased to rise to speak to the Public Health
and Wellbeing Bill 2019. I appreciate Ms Shing’s comments in regard to stigma, and I would just like
to read a quote from Ban Ki-moon when he was United Nations Secretary-General. He said:
HIV stigma remains the single-most important barrier to public action … it helps make AIDS the silent killer,
because people fear the social disgrace of talking about it or taking easily available precautions. Stigma is the
chief reason why the AIDS epidemic continues to devastate societies around the world.

And that is so true. I worked as a volunteer at the AIDS council in Canberra in the late 1980s, and I
went to many, many funerals for people who died of AIDS-related illnesses. Do you know what?
When it came to testing, we were really uncertain about testing because of the stigma. Once you knew
and once you were required to disclose your status, the discrimination that you would experience, the
stigma that you would experience—the way that even your family would shut you out and the way
your dentist would no longer give you a check-up—actually led to many of us not being tested. We
thought we would rather just consider that we were positive, consider that everyone was positive, take
precautions and not be tested because of the stigma. Also at that time AZT was the only medication
available. It had many side effects, and certainly it was not a cure. We do not have a cure for HIV, but,
my word, has it changed.
I listened to Ms Shing talk about the 95-95-95 target, which is 95 per cent of people who are positive
know they are positive, 95 per cent of them are on treatment and 95 per cent of them have got such
low viral loads that they are undetectable—U=U, undetectable equals untransmittable. Even saying
those words surprises me. I do not think I ever thought we would get to the stage when HIV is a chronic
illness that you lived with, not an illness that you die from. My friends now take one pill a day, and
that keeps them extremely well. The testing that we are now doing, the PrEP, the PEP and all of the
treatments that we have now made available for HIV means that U does equal U—undetectable equals
untransmittable—yet there is stigma that still surrounds it.
When my friend, who is very open about his status, speaks to people that he does not know about his
status you still see a slight gasp, even from the most progressive and modern people. You still see a
slight shift backwards as if just by being in his presence they may be vulnerable to catching HIV. That
still occurs today. The stigma still occurs today. I know many of my friends have found it easier to be
out about being gay but not about being HIV-positive. That stigma still abounds, and that still brings
them great fear.
This bill, by recognising that the way we test for HIV is very different and that the results of an HIV
test are very different today, is welcome. I think it will go some way towards treating HIV as it should
be, as a chronic illness that can be managed and managed well. I hope we do, in managing it well,
achieve those 2020 goals of 95-95-95. I think they are achievable, and I commend the work of all of
the AIDS councils around Australia.
I used to be involved in a charity group called TDF, the Trevor Daley Fund. It provided money to
people with HIV just to help pay their bills, help them have a holiday and help them do things. It was
called the TDF, which also meant To Die For. Now, it was sick humour, but it was true. I am just so
pleased that in 2019 Trevor Daley, who died of HIV/AIDS and who was a friend, would not believe
that we are talking about untransmittable, undetectable HIV. This bill allows us to reflect on that fact
but also remember that there are still 8000 people living with HIV in Victoria, that those people still
need to be supported and that we still need to fight the stigma that they experience every day. I will
continue to support my friends, and I will continue to call out HIV stigma whenever I see it or hear it.
I am very pleased that this bill goes towards normalising and reflecting on where we are with HIV. I
commend the bill.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (14:25): It is pretty obvious that stigma is a very complex
and painful space. I probably have to say that I do not know if I have necessarily been the subject of
stigma myself, but to be able to relate to it I can say that we have all experienced humiliation, extreme
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embarrassment and shame at times, so that is my way, I guess, of trying to tap into that space and to
appreciate how awful it must have been and obviously continues to be for persons who are
experiencing an HIV-positive diagnosis. I really feel incredible empathy for those persons who have
experienced and continue to experience this. Anything that we can do in a rational and practical way,
which is exactly what is happening here today, to overcome this pain and humiliation is certainly
something that I wholeheartedly support. I know that our government is partnering with relevant
stakeholders in order to reduce stigma and discrimination. Actually there is a target, for want of a better
word, of zero discrimination and stigma. I am proud that we do have that as the benchmark, and that
should be appropriate because why should anyone ever have to experience this? It is a completely
unnecessary pain that is just not appropriate in the modern era. I am also pleased to see that there is
national collaboration between our government and other governments of the commonwealth to
develop stigma indicators, factoring in how complex stigma is as a domain in terms of human emotion
and how it is not that simple necessarily to be able to overcome it.
Having said that, I can see that the passage of this bill will go some way to correcting the stigma that
has evolved over time as a result of legislative instruments that put requirements on medical
practitioners in order to be able to do what should be a very basic and normal function of testing people
and giving them the best possible chance of a positive outcome medically, when you think about it. It
is easy to say, I suppose, with hindsight, so I do not wish to impose more judgement on the past, but
we do have to acknowledge that over time, with good consultation and with proper evaluation of the
pain and suffering that has been caused, we can do things in a much better way, and there is no better
time than now.
So what fundamentally has been discussed is repealing section 131 and section 132, specifically to do
away with the cumbersome pre- and post-testing requirements, and in this way we can help to reduce
the stigma that has been associated with HIV. When you think about it, as human beings we do or do
not do things for a reason. We might say, ‘Oh, we’re tired’, or this, that and the other, but at the end of
the day, if we unpack our own emotions, there is usually a specific trigger as to why we put off doing
something. When you think about it, if there is a specific test that could actually save your life, but it
is so painful, the association around that test, that you put it off, then it shows the detrimental impact
of human emotion when proper protections are not in place. It just shows how critical bringing through
these kinds of reforms is in the modern era.
There are also the pragmatic elements, such as when you are looking at accessibility. Because of these
very onerous requirements about pre- and post-testing and whether you had a positive result and the
requirements around specific prescribed persons that had to be involved in that process, HIV high case
load medical centres have been overloaded, which has then meant that for people who really needed
to get that test as soon as possible—I mean, with any medical disease you do not want to put it off; the
sooner you treat any kind of illness the better in any case—the stigma and the legislation was creating
an excessive case load for specific medical centres that could accommodate the cumbersome
requirements of the legislation. When you think about it, that is really quite sad as well. I am just
relieved that there is now a viable solution in place that can help overcome the accessibility issue, and
particularly not only in the city but also in rural and regional areas, where obviously, based on results,
they would have been significantly impacted by the restrictive elements of the legislation.
It is good to know that, as we discussed as well, the relevant sections of the principal act are now
covered by the National HIV Testing Policy. I do not think there is any disagreement here that this is
absolutely the correct default. When we look, the policy outlines key principles which guide HIV
screening and diagnostic testing in Australia. These principles include ensuring that ‘testing is
conducted ethically, is voluntary and performed with the informed consent of and is beneficial to the
person being tested’. It also provides for ‘an understanding of the epidemiology of HIV infection in
the population and a measurement against which to evaluate National Strategy goals’. The purpose of
me reading that out rather methodically is just to say it is in safe hands, and in harmonising with that
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policy and taking away the cumbersome legislation we are absolutely on track and doing as stakeholders
actually have been recommending for some years, as has already been discussed in the chamber.
We also need to do this to be in line with the Victorian HIV Strategy 2017–2020. A critical part of this
strategy is making sure that we increase HIV testing—I mean, that makes sense—and so this is
therefore providing a suitable mechanism to facilitate that. I take some comfort in that personally
because I am horrified to think that there have been such barriers to people getting tested and there has
been such horrible suffering just to get a diagnosis one way or another, which might actually save
somebody’s life.
So three priority actions which are part of the strategy include increasing access to peer-led HIV
testing, home-based self-testing and modernising requirements for testing providers. I think we like to
pride ourselves in Australia as being right on board with the latest advancements in medical treatment,
so it makes no sense to be any different in this context. Why shouldn’t persons who are diagnosed
with HIV have access to the best possible medical research and solutions?
So, as has been stated, there have been a range of stakeholders consulted over time, and it is a relief to
see also that this bill, as acknowledged, will address some of the major concerns of the sector. That is
really about our government listening and acting on what the sector is wanting to see. Some of the
other benefits of the bill, actually again harmonising with our own HIV strategy, include that goal, as
has been stated, of zero stigma and discrimination, of reducing structural stigma, because that is the
other negative outcome of the act—it actually had structures in place which were literally fuelling
stigma in the community, and that is also a very sad outcome. But that is the whole purpose of law
reform, and our government certainly has an outstanding record on law reform and on recognising
when particular legislation is causing a significant injustice.
It is also going to normalise regular screening. I think that is fabulous, and it absolutely should be
paramount and it is a very healthy way forward for our community. It will also remove the barrier to
the expansion of cost-effective peer-led models, which will also be of particular benefit to people in
regional and rural Victoria, so I see that as a good equaliser within this context.
As has been stated—and I just want to reinforce it because it also gives me comfort when we are
looking at equality before the law—HIV testing will be treated in the same manner as other bloodborne viruses and many other medical conditions. It is only fair at the end of the day. It will also allow
training providers and professional associations to develop more modern and flexible training, because
unfortunately the legislation has basically held that training back, and that has also been a negative
consequence. So it is great that there is now a new pathway forward that is going to be a lot more
flexible and that is accommodating modern medical research and advancements in treating disease
states generally, really, when we are talking about it. It is really about applying best practice, which
should be applied to all diseases. As has been said as well, when you are the appropriate person who
is addressing the disease and taking the test it is important that you do show kindness and compassion
and you conform with policy requirements to make sure it is all conducted appropriately and
sensitively in any case.
I do think we are in a new era. We know that HIV is not a death sentence. We know that there is no
good reason to not have good access in a supportive and fair-minded way to treatment and to
addressing this disease, as with any other disease, appropriately. I am very pleased to commend this
bill to the house.
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:30): I am pleased to speak in support of this
bill. The Liberal Democrats will be supporting both the reasons for the clauses in the bill and the bill
itself. This bill is a response to the HIV and Hepatitis Pre and Post Test Discussion in Victoria:
Consultation Report from 2017. A lot has been said on this bill with regard to stigma. I remember
when the Grim Reaper campaign came out. I was a child at the time in primary school, and it scared
the daylights out of me, as it did pretty much everyone else that saw it. I remember the feeling of fear
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that the community had about HIV. At that time I was just a child. I had never met people who had
injected drugs. I had never met—not that I knew about—many homosexual men. But later, when I got
a little bit older, I think maybe in the late 1980s, I remember hearing things about people who had
contracted HIV or people from communities that were at risk of HIV, and I remember the awful things
that were said. I will not repeat them here, but there were terrible, terrible things said about people
during that time. Lots of people considered HIV to be a death sentence. I am pleased to see that the
government is looking at these old laws and looking at where technology and attitudes and practices
have changed since that time to see if they are outdated. So the requirement for this mandatory
consultation is quite unnecessary in the current day.
If you look at the treatments now, it is said that you can get all sorts of therapies that can manage HIV
to a point where it has an undetectable viral load. It is considered more of a chronic disease. If we look
at some of the other disease transmission vectors, the things that have happened since then include
needle exchange programs, which have been implemented widely since then to prevent transmission
between injecting drug users. Also there are new drugs to not only treat HIV but also prevent
transmission of HIV, such as pre-exposure prophylaxis treatment.
This disease has undergone a transformation in public thinking, although as has been acknowledged,
stigma still exists that needs to be fought. But anything we can do to remove barriers to people getting
tested and getting treated will not only help those people but also help the community at large. This
bill removes some of those barriers, and it seems entirely right that those barriers should be removed.
This is in line with our principles of removing government where it gets in the way of people making
choices about their own body, and so I commend this bill to the house.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:40): I just want to make a few remarks in summing up the debate. Can I begin firstly by referring
to my predecessor and her work in releasing in 2017 the Victorian HIV Strategy 2017–2020. I thank
Jill Hennessy for the work she did in partnership with many stakeholders in releasing what is a very
significant policy document.
In that HIV strategy it is very clear what the intention of our government is. She said quite clearly, and
I want to quote from this document:
The Andrews Labor government wants to make it clear that stigma and discrimination experienced by people
living with HIV is completely unacceptable.

That is really the starting point for what brings us all here to debate this bill today, because this bill is
all about removing stigma. The Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 as it currently stands singles
out HIV testing for special requirements—special requirements that no other medical condition or
disease requires to be undertaken. It requires different approaches to be taken which just do not reflect
contemporary thinking and contemporary values and certainly do not reflect the values of this
government.
In terms of the process that followed the release of the 2017 HIV strategy there was extensive
stakeholder consultation and sector consultation around what was perceived as a complex,
burdensome and time-consuming process that entrenched systemic stigma and discrimination against
one class of people. The consultation that was undertaken involved extensive discussions and different
models and options being canvassed, and clearly there was overwhelming support for this change. I
want to take the opportunity in my remarks to acknowledge the support for this repeal from Thorne
Harbour Health; Living Positive Victoria; the Australian Medical Association Victorian branch; the
Australasian Society for HIV, Viral Hepatitis and Sexual Health Medicine; Family Planning Victoria;
Melbourne Sexual Health Centre; and also the Burnet Institute that oversaw the start of Pronto!. I want
to thank them for their support for this change.
We have heard in the remarks that have been made the stigma that people have faced for such a long
time, and it is clear that this change is well overdue. I want to make reference to the fact that I am very
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proud that in 2015 our government joined with the City of Melbourne to become the first Australian
Fast-Track City, committing the city to reaching the joint United Nations targets of reducing HIV
stigma and discrimination. We have committed to meeting the joint United Nations goal of 90-90-90
by 2022, where 90 per cent of people who are HIV positive know their status and are on treatment and
that 90 per cent of people on treatment have an undetectable viral load.
I am very pleased to inform the house that our state is in fact leading the way. Victoria and the city of
Melbourne are amongst the most successful Fast-Track City participants to date, along with
Amsterdam, San Francisco and Denver. Melbourne has already achieved its diagnosis target, and it
has some of the highest rates of treatment and undetectable viral load in the world. Currently 89 per
cent of Victorian people living with HIV are diagnosed. Of those, 95 per cent are on treatment, and
94 per cent of those on treatment have achieved an undetectable viral load. So we are on track to
achieve the 2020 target of 95-95-95 for testing, treatment and undetectable viral load. We are on track,
but it is important that we continue in our efforts to make sure that we can eliminate HIV in our
community. We are also the first Australian state to endorse the Prevention Access Campaign’s
undetectable equals untransmittable, U=U, consensus statement as a powerful way to dispel myths
about HIV. That statement has the backing of leading health researchers around the world and affirms
that people living with HIV on effective treatment cannot transmit the virus.
I had the opportunity during the winter recess, as I know many other members probably did, to spend
a bit of time reading newspapers and books and other things that perhaps we may not get an
opportunity to do in the ordinary course of the year. I actually happened, really by course of accident,
to pick up a copy of the New York Times. I was really pleased to see in it an article published on 10 July
2019 entitled ‘How Australia could almost eradicate HIV transmissions’. It notes that Australia is
actually really regarded as a leader in terms of our work to reduce and hopefully eliminate HIV virus
transmissions in our country. That particular article referred to a recent report released by the Kirby
Institute that talked about how at its peak in 1987 we had 2412 HIV diagnoses recorded nationally in
Australia and how in 2018 it was 835. So that is a significant achievement, but of course we need to
do so much more to make sure we can continue this work.
That article made specific reference to the more widescale adoption of PrEP in Australia. I want to
acknowledge that I am pleased that that advocacy work started with our government. The support that
our government provided for PrEP a number of years ago now and the advocacy that we did to have
PrEP included on the PBS was to make sure that it was widely accessible to people. The article makes
the point—one that I will always make as health minister—that when we have a universal health
system, that eliminates the barriers to access to the treatments, medications and support that people
need. I guess the contrast that is made very clearly in the article is that Australia’s adoption of PrEP is
so much higher than the United States. The key difference really is our universal health system,
whereas in the US of course people have to pay prohibitive costs to access PrEP. This is something
that we should be very pleased about, but of course the challenge is to continue in this work to make
sure that we can support people who are living with HIV.
Our government, in partnership with the HIV sector, remains committed to preventing and reducing
the impact of HIV on Victorians and to meeting the key needs of people living with HIV. We are
investing in the expansion and redesign of HIV prevention and testing services so that more people
know their HIV status and can remain HIV free. This means improving access to PrEP, which I talked
about, but also access to best practice, evidence-based treatment, care and support services.
I was very pleased that in the budget this year our government committed to further funding for
Pronto!, which is a free, community-based, peer-led, rapid point-of-care HIV testing service for gay
and other men who have sex with men, who are at higher risk of acquiring HIV. We provided
$2.8 million over four years to continue this important service.
When other members spoke about the bill earlier there was a lot of reference made to how this bill has
institutionalised stigma and discrimination. I really want to acknowledge the really impassioned
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contribution that was made by Ms Shing. I want to acknowledge her work as chair of the Department
of Health and Human Services LGBTIQ working group, and I thank her for all the important work
that she is doing on behalf of our government to continue to break down those barriers. She really did
call out very clearly the hypocrisy around these issues. The challenge I guess she put out to all of us is
to continue to eliminate discrimination and barriers and stigma wherever they exist and to call out that
discrimination against people who might be perceived as different.
I think we all need to have a good hard look at ourselves and make sure that when we do see
discrimination and stigma and these barriers facing people in our society, which exist because of that
label of someone being different to ourselves, we do call it out. I do take up the challenge that Ms Shing
has presented to all of us: to make sure that we can all do whatever we can as individuals and also as
parliamentarians to call it out. I remember how offended I and my colleagues were to see people being
targeted as political candidates because of their sexuality and it being used as a political tool in such a
revolting manner. I guess it is important that we call out these things when we are faced by them.
Whether it be our friends and colleagues or maybe people in our political party, it is important that we
call these matters out. When I see these things continue through social media and other places, I do
think it is time that we all take that personal responsibility to call these things out and do what we can
to create a society that is free of discrimination and stigma.
I want to acknowledge the work that has been occurring now for many years led by our Premier in
being the first Premier to ever march in a Pride March, and he continues to do so each and every year;
to acknowledge the work of our first-ever gender and sexuality commissioner; to acknowledge the
work of our first Minister for Equality and the resourcing and the support that has been provided for a
range of initiatives and programs and services; to acknowledge the healing that occurred following the
historic state apology for those convicted under prejudiced laws against homosexual acts; to
acknowledge the work that occurred to allow for adoption equality; and so many other reforms that
have occurred in recent years.
Today we remove one more barrier, one more unacceptable demonstration of discrimination and
stigma that exists on our statute book. I am pleased to see that it has the support of all parties in this
chamber. That is important. But I do think that we all need to heed Ms Shing’s call to all of us as
parliamentarians to continue to work together across the political divide, to call out that discrimination,
to call out that stigma and to make sure that we can truly have a Victoria that respects all of its
individuals, all of its citizens, for who they are and judges them only by their conduct and not by their
identity or by any characteristics around who they are as individuals. I want to thank members for their
support of this bill, and I particularly want to acknowledge all those advocates in the sector and in the
community who have worked so hard to see this important reform occur with our support today.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:55): I move, by leave:
That the bill be now read a third time.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Elasmar): Pursuant to standing order 14.27, the bill will be
returned to the Assembly with a message informing them that the Council have agreed to the bill
without amendment.
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Business of the house
ORDERS OF THE DAY
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (14:55): I move:
That the consideration of order of the day, government business, 2, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION AMENDMENT (GOVERNANCE,
PROCEDURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE IMPROVEMENTS) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms PULFORD:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:56): I am pleased to make some remarks
on the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative
Improvements) Bill 2019 this afternoon. The Essential Services Commission is an important part of
the state’s regulatory infrastructure given its role of overseeing, in respect of price, quality and
reliability, many of our key essential services. It has an oversight role with respect to water, electricity
and gas and it also undertakes some oversight roles in respect of the transport sector.
The Essential Services Commission was established in 2001 through an enabling act, which replaced
the previous essential services regulator with the ESC as a standalone body corporate, and since its
establishment in 2001 it has proved to be a useful and effective regulator. Of course it operates within
the constraints of the regulatory framework that is set around the essential services that it oversees, be
it in respect of pricing or quality or reliability. But in carrying out its oversight functions within that
regulatory framework it has, in my view, been quite effective.
Indeed the ESC has also had a broader brief with respect to inquiries referred to it by the Treasurer.
As the responsible minister there is capacity for the Treasurer to direct the ESC to undertake specific
investigations, and in fact in government the Treasurer, at my request, directed the ESC to undertake
investigation with respect to our statutory insurers, the Transport Accident Commission and the
Victorian WorkCover Authority. The ESC in doing that work was very innovative, it was thorough
and it produced really high quality research into those structures and the way in which they were
operating. I have always found that the work of the ESC has had good intellectual rigour, particularly
in its investigative work, as has, I might add, its base work in essential services regulation, where many
of the determinations made by the commission do have strong intellectual rigour behind them and are
typically well referenced and well thought through and actually are very useful documents for
members of this house and members of the public who are seeking to understand the way in which
our essential services are regulated in this state and indeed the factors which flow through that
regulatory framework. If members want to get a good understanding of the water industry or the
electricity industry, they could do a lot worse than read some of the determinations made by the
Essential Services Commission.
Of course one thing the ESC does not do—and it is not within its remit to do—is set prices. We have
seen a continuing concern in the Victorian community around the price of essential services,
particularly electricity and gas, and of course within the regulatory framework we have in this state
the setting of those prices is not one of the functions of the Essential Services Commission.
Now having been established in 2001 under its own act, the Essential Services Commission Act
required that a review of the ESC be undertaken at the 15-year mark, which was by the end of
December 2016. That review was subsequently undertaken and 10 recommendations were made to
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amend the way in which the Essential Services Commission undertakes its functions. The government
gave its response to those recommendations in 2017, and last year, prior to the dissolution of the
Parliament, a bill was brought forward to give effect to some of those recommendations. The
government has not yet acted on all the recommendations. Some of those presumably will be done
through administrative means, but some require legislative amendment.
The bill before the house today, which replicates legislation that was brought in in the last Parliament
that was not completed before the expiration of the Parliament, deals with a couple of matters that
arise as recommendations from the review of the ESC, particularly in relation to the appeals
mechanism from determinations made by the ESC. Under the original ESC legislation where the
commission made a certain determination, in some circumstances appeals were possible in respect of
determinations made by the ESC. However, they were heard by appeals panels under the ESC.
Following the recommendations of the review, this bill now seeks to remove that appeal mechanism
from the ESC and vest that in the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal as an independent body
to look at those ESC decisions. So the main purpose of this bill is in fact to give effect to that change
in review jurisdiction—to vest it in VCAT as an independent body and to remove that capacity from
the Essential Services Commission.
The bill also makes a change with respect to allowing for the appointment of an acting chair, providing
for the minister to make an appointment rather than that being a Governor in Council appointment, as
is the case with the substantive commissioners and substantive chair. I note that the ESC has relatively
recently undergone a change of leadership after an extensive period of leadership under Dr Ron BenDavid, who certainly oversaw the ESC through my period in government and, as I said, provided very
good, very robust work from the ESC in that period.
The bill also provides for a further review of the Essential Services Commission to take place by the
end of 2026, which will be 10 years on from the review which triggered this legislation—this
amending legislation—and it also provides for the commission to have an expanded remit with respect
to reporting on market structures and performance of the regulated sectors that it oversees.
So the bill is a relatively small one. The change in jurisdiction for reviews from internally within the
ESC to VCAT is appropriate, as are the other minor amendments the bill makes. As I said, this is part
of the suite of amendments that were recommended in the ESC review, which are delivered by statute.
We would expect to see others come forward by way of administrative change, but this bill is an
appropriate execution of some of those recommendations from the ESC review and we think it is an
appropriate way to proceed.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (15:04): I am really pleased to get up and make a contribution
regarding the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and
Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019, and on saying that, I can understand why some people might
not think this is the most exciting bill going around. It does not necessarily capture the imagination
straight off the title of it, but as the previous speaker eloquently put, it is really important when we are
considering this legislation to just reassess what it is that the Essential Services Commission does and
what it is all about.
We know that the ESC became a standalone organisation back in the Bracks era when that fine Labor
Premier and his government made the decision to have a standalone commission. The work of that
commission is really about protecting ordinary Victorians and protecting their interactions and the
implications of essential services on their lives. So I think we can reflect on that firstly before I go to
the various provisions of this legislation which make important changes, as the title of the bill suggests,
to the governance, procedural and administrative aspects of this commission. I would also like to
acknowledge the work of the Assistant Treasurer, Robin Scott, in preparing this legislation and
oversighting the review and the wonderful work that he undertakes. It is really important for Victorians
that this commission has strong governance, procedural and administrative processes.
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So when we get to the terms of this bill, as I said before, it is quite right that we reflect again on the
work of the ESC. What does it do? To use its own words, and I quote from the website:
We are an independent regulator that promotes the long term interests of Victorian consumers with respect to
the price, quality and reliability of essential services.
…
We regulate Victoria’s energy, water and transport sectors, and administer the rate-capping system for the
local government sector—

and regulate the Victorian Energy Upgrades program.
Now, that is a whole lot of work that this commission does, and we know some of the more obvious
tasks that it undertakes, but I thought I would just touch on something that perhaps members of the
house and the community more generally may not be as aware of as some of the work that the
commission is doing. In 2018 the commission undertook a family violence resources review, and like
so many other critical agencies in our community they recognised the role that they had in responding
to the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Family Violence. In response to those
obligations they undertook a review, held a series of workshops—many workshops—and released a
discussion paper. They have now reached their final decision on how energy retailers can respond to
victims of family violence who are experiencing financial difficulties, which we know is so many
women and children who are not only faced with the horror of violence in the home but are then faced
with the compounding effects of poverty, of not being able to pay bills and of not having a roof over
their head. This work from the ESC will be accompanied by a better practice guide, due to be released
later this year in time for the energy retail sector to implement their response from 1 January next year.
Again, you just look behind that curtain at that work and you think about what an impact that is going
to have for the many women and children who are fleeing family violence situations. We know that
one of the main factors that actually prevents women and children from leaving violent home situations
is that they lack the means to do so and are deeply concerned about not being able to provide for their
families. In addition we know that a very clear manifestation of abuse within the home can be financial
abuse, where money is withheld and threats made about making finances available to the victims of
the abuse.
When we talk about this work that the Essential Services Commission did, I refer to a quote from
David Ackland, EnergyAustralia’s executive for customer experience. At a workshop he said:
If it were a colleague or a friend of mine, I would want to know that industries like mine have their back and
would help when they need it.

So it is a significant time I have spent on that, but that is a huge piece of the work by the ESC, which
is about putting the needs of Victorians firmly in what they do day to day. So, yes, I will come to the
amendments now, and some of them, as I said, seem quite dry, but dry amendments help make
important and noble work possible, and so that is why we are really proud that this bill is here. It was
done in a timely fashion around the review, and therefore it really does make important amendments,
but it is a timely reminder and a reinforcement of the great work that this commission does.
To the nuts and bolts, to the granular activity of this bill: as we have heard, this is the result of a review
conducted by the government in accordance with the act in December 2016. The review and the
government response to the review were tabled in the Parliament in March 2017. What that review
found and concluded—and it was a very extensive review into the workings of the ESC—was that
while the commission was working very well as an economic regulator, there was scope to clarify its
role and to improve governance, procedural and administrative arrangements to help it continue that
really important work.
One of the key aspects of the legislation is to replace an appeals panel that had been established under
the act with a review jurisdiction conferred on the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. This
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is an important step that will make it a lot easier for the processes surrounding the ESC to be
undertaken. It will stop the duplication of resources and will continue oversight of the ESC by an
independent body, and we know that VCAT is the perfect body to do this. It is the tribunal which is
charged with so many aspects of the day-to-day life of Victorians and agencies, and importantly the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 allows the president all of the flexibility to
determine the appropriate composition of the relevant VCAT panel depending on the nature and
complexity of the matter. So VCAT is precisely the place to go.
The members of VCAT are well-versed and well experienced in the most simple and the most complex
of matters. You could have a pretty straightforward administrative law or procedural matter that could
be dealt with by a single VCAT member, and that of course would be allocated to that VCAT member
by the judicial office-holder, the president of VCAT, or where there are complex pricing matters, for
example, to be explored or examined, you could have a multimember panel—and not only a
multimember panel but a panel selected which has the relevant expertise in these very areas, which as
we know can be deeply complicated. But it is the government’s view, and the view of the review, that
this amendment will create a lower cost for applicants. It reminds me of my former boss, the
Honourable Rob Hulls, whose mantra was always ‘improving access to justice’. I think we all went to
sleep and woke up with ‘access to justice’. This will provide access to justice with respect to the
Essential Services Commission, and who could ask for more than that, I say.
There is another aspect of the bill that is important, and again it is quite dry—let us call it what it is—
but that does not mean we cannot make it exciting in this chamber. I know that the minister at the
table, Minister Pulford, is delighted to be aware that the minister—in this case not her, but Minister
Scott—will be able to nominate a person to act as an acting chairperson. Now, why is that important,
I see Acting President Patten ask, but she knows why it is important. It is important because if you do
not have that capacity, you can have significant delays where a vacancy arises if you are waiting for a
Governor in Council appointment. No-one wants that, because the chairperson has really important
powers, really important responsibilities, and so if the chairperson is knocked off the perch one way
or another, then it allows the minister to have a very quick way in which that chairperson can be
replaced. Now, the Governor in Council, we all know, can take quite a while, and while there is a
vacancy, under the existing legislation no-one is lawfully able to carry out the functions of that
chairperson, so we just needed to fill that gap. Yes, it may be dry, but if we suddenly have a vacancy,
a fleeing to Vegas, then we will need to be able to put someone in immediately. Of course the minister
is the appropriate person to do that, and he—in this case ‘he’—can do that swiftly.
One of the other amendments in this bill which I will touch on in my remaining minutes clarifies that
the ESC, the Essential Services Commission, has the function of reporting on the market structure and
performance of regulated industries. This is an explicit reporting power, and that is reflected in the fact
that the commission has an increasing role in researching and reporting on the market structure and
performance of regulated industries. Again, when we look at the way these essential services are
provided, the interrelationship between jurisdictions, the Victorian role in the national grid et cetera, it
is really important that the ESC has that explicit role. That is not provided for in the current act, which
of course was introduced back in 2001, so this will create a capacity, in fact an explicit role, for the
ESC, and this gives the commission greater clarity and consistency.
Importantly it will allow the ESC the powers to require information to be provided that is explicitly
able to be used to support the preparation of reports. Those of us—all of us—who use our essential
services every day know that we need the vital oversight and regulation of the Essential Services
Commission to make sure that what we are getting delivered by way of service or product is the best
it can be. Protecting Victorian consumers is the absolute key.
Of course some of the recommendations of the review, which I will touch on briefly, do not require
legislative change, and that is why they are not in the bill. But I think it is worth us reflecting on those,
and I know Mr Gepp is very keen to hear what I have to say now. What I have to say now, Mr Gepp,
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is that, for example, recommendation 6 related to the timing and tabling and public release of inquiry
reports. The recommendation was that that should occur in accordance with parliamentary protocols.
Of course who could disagree with that, particularly those of us who sit in the Parliament? We would
like these things to be done in accordance with parliamentary protocols. That was dealt with by way
of a government response to the review that does not require legislative change. These are the sorts of
things that have also been dealt with in the government’s response. We are really pleased about those,
but what needed legislative change has now got legislative change in this bill.
In summary, this bill further enhances the capacity of the Essential Services Commission to do its fine
work on behalf of the Victorian consumer. It clarifies that role even further to make sure that where
there are issues that need oversight VCAT is the appropriate body for that. Of course if there is a
sudden vacancy in the role of the chairperson, the minister can act immediately to appoint someone
who can lawfully carry out those duties. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (15:19): I know my colleague Ms Garrett has covered
every point and every corner of the bill, but I would just like to remind the house about the importance
of the bill. I rise to speak to the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural
and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019. Essentially this is a bill that follows on from the review
of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 conducted in 2016 and completed in December of that
same year. The reason for the review was to assess whether the intentions of the Essential Services
Commission act were being achieved and whether the ESC act was effective in its interpretation and
implementation. The evaluation was conducted in consultation with relevant interested parties, which
included regulated industries and government departments and agencies together with consumer
organisations.
The review found scope to clarify its role and to improve governance and procedural and
administrative arrangements. Importantly, the main plank of the bill confers jurisdiction to hear
reviews of commission decisions on the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, replacing the
Essential Services Commission Appeals Panel—the appeal panel. The current system provides a timelimited pool of appeal panellists who are appointed under the ESC act to hear and determine appeals
against a requirement, decision or determination of the commission. The bill will transfer the appeal
panel’s powers and functions to VCAT, the expert body for matters of administrative review in
Victoria. This will reduce duplication of infrastructure and process and will simplify the appointments
process by utilising VCAT’s existing expert members in administrative review.
The bill recognises that a critically important role of the commission is to publicly report on the market
structure and performance of regulated industries. This process is incorporated into other empowering
instruments. The current scope and grounds for appeal will be retained in the ESC act. There will be
slight differences reflecting the particular nature of the commission’s decisions. Existing restrictions
on the orders that VCAT can make in respect of a final decision will continue to apply. Special
procedural requirements will be provided for in schedule 1 of the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal Act 1998.
The bill includes a provision that will ensure another review of the ESC act is undertaken by the end
of December 2026. This will safeguard Victorian consumers by guaranteeing that the ESC act remains
up to date and continues to follow best practice regulation. As I said in the beginning, my colleague
has covered every corner. I commend the bill to the house.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Patten): We welcome Mr Gepp to the floor.
Mr Finn: I’m not sure we do.
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (15:24): I too rise to speak on the Essential Services Commission
Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019. I am surprised,
Mr Finn; you have not heard from me for a few months now—
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Mr Finn interjected.
Mr GEPP: I am going to do all I can to remind you of how blissful it was when I was not here on
my feet. Of course it should be noted that not much room has been left by my colleague Ms Garrett or
indeed Mr Elasmar in terms of their eloquence in dealing with the bill before the house, but nonetheless
I will attempt to address it. In doing so I will don the other hat that I occasionally wear in this place,
and that is as the chair of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee. I note that there is some
material in the notes that I have been provided, particularly around the statement of compatibility—
and, gee, if Ms Garrett thought that other aspects of her contribution were dry, she has not seen
anything yet—which I will try and cover as best I can.
I do not want to be too flippant about this, because this is a very important bill and the Essential
Services Commission (ESC), as we know and has been elaborated on by previous speakers, does play
an exceptionally important role in Victoria. Of course this is the second time since the act was
established in 2001 that it has been reviewed. We reviewed it of course most recently in 2016, and
while that review recommended some 10 changes, as I recall, to the act, this bill does not move on all
of those aspects, but importantly it does move on some critical areas.
Although it has been outlined by the previous speakers, I think it is worth saying that the review did
propose a number of important changes which this bill does support, and that includes replacing the
appeals panels established under the act with a review jurisdiction now conferred on the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal, enabling the minister to nominate a person to act as acting
chairperson in the absence of a chairperson or a vacancy in the office, clarifying that the Essential
Services Commission has the function of reporting on the market structure and performance of
regulated industries if this is required under enabling legislation and providing for a further review of
the act to be completed by 2026. I will cover off each of those changes briefly before I come to the
exciting bit of my contribution around the human rights charter and the statement of compatibility.
On replacing the appeals panels, the review noted that this would reduce the duplication of resources
and continue oversight of the ESC by an independent body. Who could not support legislation that
reduces duplication of resources and effort where it is not required so that we can channel those
important funds into other critical areas of operation in government. The Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 gives the president of VCAT of course the flexibility to determine
the appropriate composition of the relevant VCAT panel depending on the nature and complexity of
the matter at hand. For example, relatively straightforward administrative law and procedural matters
will be able to be dealt with by a single member, while more complex pricing matters will be able to
be addressed by a multimember panel with specialised expertise. That is particularly important in
terms of streamlining and making sure that the system is working adequately for people who from
time to time find themselves in need of these particular services. This will lower costs—and this is
most important—for applicants for review, improving access to justice.
On the minister nominating a person to act as chairperson—and I know Mr Meddick was quite taken
with Ms Garrett’s contribution around this particular aspect of the change—it would seem quite odd,
wouldn’t it? How on earth did you get to this point where the minister did not have a very simple
capacity to appoint somebody in any instance of a vacancy? What did we do? We were left rudderless.
We had no-one guiding the ship. But importantly for everybody in this chamber we have addressed
that hole, that gaping hole, in the act prior to the review, and we now give the minister the capacity to
say, ‘Houston, we’ve got a problem; we’ve got a major problem’. We are actually going to put
somebody in the driver’s seat to ensure that we can continue the commission’s very important work.
Of course without it what we have had to rely on up until now is the Governor in Council to have
someone appointed. This is no slight on the Governor in Council process of course. That is a time
issue, and unless all of the stars and the moon align, you do not always have something that works like
clockwork. It is not like the Richmond forward line, which just functions effortlessly without any need
for anybody to be running out there to tell them what to do. But of course when you have got a vacancy
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at the pointy end of the commission, if we have to wait for all of those other processes to take place,
you can imagine that things could grind to a halt. As we say at Tigerland, it does not matter who is in
the jumper, it is the jumper that matters, and this gives the capacity for the minister to fill that vacancy
and carry out lawfully those very important functions of the chairperson. So whilst I make light of it
in some respects, I do not want to underplay the very important role of the chairperson and the very
important need for the minister, where there is a vacancy, to be able to deal with that very, very quickly.
Mr Elasmar talked—I was going to say ‘at length’, but that is probably not an apt description—about
clarifying that the ESC has the function of reporting on the market structure and performance of
regulated industries, and that is particularly important. The proposed inclusion of an exclusive
reporting power reflects that the commission does in fact perform an increasingly important role in
researching and reporting on the market structure and the performance of those regulated industries,
something that I think Victorians will draw comfort from. This bill now will include that important
and explicit reporting power that allows the commission to report on those market structures and the
performance of those regulated industries to ensure the best possible outcome for Victorian consumers.
I have talked a little bit about the statement of compatibility. It is of particular interest to me in my role
as chair of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee because it does allow us to see what the
minister was intending. And while I am just on my feet, what an outstanding minister the Assistant
Treasurer is for the Andrews Labor government and for—
Mr Finn: Who is it?
Mr GEPP: Mr Scott in the other place. Even Mr Finn—
Mr Finn: Ah, yes, Scotty. He doesn’t say a lot. He doesn’t say much.
Mr GEPP: No, he does not say a lot, Mr Finn, but what he does say is so, so valuable to this
Parliament. He is a very considered individual, and when he says something he means it. It was
important, when I was reading and doing my research for this contribution today, that I went back and
had a look at what Mr Scott said in his contribution, particularly around the charter of human rights
and how this bill marries up against that charter. He identified three areas that he thought were relevant
to the bill, and they were:
the right to privacy as protected by section 13 of the Charter;
the right to take part in public life as protected by section 18 of the Charter; and
the right to a fair hearing as protected by section 24 of the Charter.

Of course that right to a fair hearing is something that is at the core of our legal system. We all should
go out of our way to protect that principle. Long may it be a feature of our system.
Mr Scott, in the statement of compatibility, went to those aspects of the charter and posed the questions
about the relevance of particular aspects of the bill to those parts of the charter. He particularly
identified a number of areas. He touched on the extent to which some of these provisions may well be
considered to limit the right to a fair hearing and whether or not he supported that assertion. The
statement of compatibility, when you look at the contribution that Mr Scott made, says that any
restrictions, in his view, if there are any, would be reasonable and justified for a number of reasons set
out below. He talked about the case of restrictions on admitting new evidence, and said the intention
of the bill is to ‘promote better decision-making by the commission’ and to actually encourage ‘an
applicant to bring all pertinent material to the commission’s attention before the commission makes a
decision’. So rather than there being a restriction, it is about making sure that all of the information is
available to the people who are going to make the decision based on the application, and that is what
this bill does. Further, under the proposed clause 11AID of schedule 1 to the VCAT act:
… VCAT is able to admit new facts and materials as evidence if the applicant satisfies VCAT that the new
facts or material are materially relevant and could not have been placed before the Commission before the
Commission made the decision.
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So even if you advance the argument that there may well be a new restriction—and we certainly do
not accept that proposition—the bill still builds in mechanisms to ensure that there are ongoing rights
and the ability for people to bring further material forward if, in the commission’s view, that material
was not able to be provided to the commission before the decision was made. Mr Scott went on to talk
about other rights in section 13 of the charter, which revolves around privacy. He talked about the right
to privacy as engaged by clause 14 of the bill, which deals with public reporting on regulated markets,
and the right to take part in public life, which is section 18 of the charter, and those rights have not
been infringed upon.
This is a very, very important bill. As dry as it might be, it nonetheless does some important work in
terms of in particular giving the minister the power to appoint somebody to the position when a
vacancy occurs rather than having to wait for other processes to take place, and importantly, in terms
of the reporting by the commission, it actually sets out a far greater level of comfort, I think, for all of
Victoria. To that end, I thoroughly commend this bill to the house.
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (15:40): In speaking to the Essential Services
Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019, I
do recognise that there was a review that took place in 2016, and three years later we have come up
with this amendment bill. In speaking to this amendment I would like to give a little bit of my practical
experience from what I have heard from the community over the years. My community enjoys having
time frames. It would have been great to actually see some time frames. From my experience on
council, say, with a planning application, there is a time frame. If there is not a determination, say,
within 30 days, then obviously people have the right to go to VCAT. My experience here in
Parliament, now that I am sitting in on reviews and inquiries, is that we run to time frames. We need
information, and at times if we do not have that information, it is really hard to get that inquiry to go
to the next stage while we are waiting on that information. It would be great to have time frames in
place when we are requesting information and the like. I also understand that people out in the
community enjoy time frames as well, because obviously when people are going through the process
of going to VCAT their lives are on hold, so to speak. It would be great if the community could feel
when they are going to VCAT that there are times frames in place, whether it is 30 days, 60 days or
90 days, so people can actually work within those time frames and have that information come forward
at those stages.
I understand that this is obviously an amendment bill looking at making sure that the minister can
appoint a chairperson in the absence of a chairperson. But it would be great if, as part of now allowing
reviews to go to VCAT, there were time frames put in place so that people can feel that when they are
going to VCAT things are actually going to be done in a timely fashion—30 days, 60 days, 90 days,
120 days, or something. Having those time frames attached to any bill or legislation just really does
help the community when they are putting their lives on hold for these processes to take place, so they
can actually get things done in a timely manner. When there are no time frames, things can run and
run and run.
That is my contribution today. Yes, this bill is light—it is just an amendment to the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001—but I would hope that a future review will look at this and do further work to
include time frames in the future, especially around VCAT, because we all know and the community
knows that VCAT is an interesting beast, especially when it comes to planning applications. There are
a lot of applications, and if it were not for time frames, I do not believe VCAT would actually get
through their workload. I do understand there are other arms within VCAT to deal with different
matters. I do feel it is great that this will become a VCAT process, but it would have been better if
there were time frames attached.
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:44): I rise today to make a contribution in regard to
the bill that is before the house today, the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance,
Procedural and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019. It is always tough following such eloquent
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speakers. I think the speakers who have gone before me have more than ably covered off the subject
matter that is contained in this bill, but it is nonetheless a very important bill. It allows the Essential
Services Commission (ESC) to do very important work, and that is to give confidence to the Victorian
community.
I might just take a moment to give a little bit of background to the important work that the Essential
Services Commission does. In fact for those who may not know about this bill—if they are following
along at home—the Essential Services Commission is the economic regulator which was established
by the state government of Victoria. Of course this body was established to regulate prescribed
essential utility services supplied by the Victorian electricity, gas, water, ports and rail freight
industries. Of course they also advise or report on aspects of the transport and statutory insurance
sectors. So it has a very important function, the Essential Services Commission, and it exists to
essentially help regulate those markets.
In looking at the contents of this bill and the amendments that are being proposed, the bill has, in effect,
been introduced to ensure that the regulator can continue to do its work and can function in a way that
continues to provide confidence to consumers in those markets. As to why we needed a review, it is
important to note that the review is required by the Essential Services Commission Act 2001.
Section 66(1) of that act imposes a legislative requirement that the act in fact be reviewed. The purpose
of the review is also set out in the objectives of the act. It is to ensure that the Essential Services
Commission objectives set out in the act are in fact being achieved and are still appropriate, and for
example, whether the act is effective or needs to be amended so as to further facilitate those objectives
set out in the act, or in fact to perhaps set new objectives.
So again, as you would have heard, most of these are technical amendments or in fact do things that
allow streamlining of current provisions to allow the commission to do its work. Just by way of an
example of some of the important work that the regulator has been doing and continues to do, just this
year the Essential Services Commission released its energy audit program, and that was focusing on
assessing the implementation of new rules designed to help customers navigate the energy market.
Again, this is a very important function, something that allows Victorian consumers to understand and
assists them to navigate their way around the energy market—a very important function.
Another thing that the commission was tasked with doing was looking at the Electricity Distribution
Code review—so again another very important undertaking—and they have released an issues paper
as part of their work to ensure that the distribution of electricity in Victoria continues to be undertaken
in a safe, efficient and reliable manner. So again, this is very important work.
Just in terms of coming back to the review, the review that was conducted earlier did in fact find by
and large that the Essential Services Commission was working well as an economic regulator, which
is always heartening to hear, but found that there was in fact some scope to clarify its role and to
improve governance, procedural and administrative arrangements. Consequently as a result of the
review there were 10 recommendations that were made around these aspects that I have just
mentioned. There were a number of technical amendments, but some things were streamlined.
Some of the recommendations that in fact came out of the review are not included in this bill because
they were not necessary to be included in a legislative change. I might just touch on four of these
recommendations now. One recommendation was that a more extensive review of the future role of
the ESC be undertaken, and the government supports the intent of that recommendation and proposes
to clarify the Essential Services Commission’s role in a statement of expectations.
Another recommendation that came from the review was that the Essential Services Commission
publish on its website a proposed timetable and process for the review of the charter of consultation
and regulatory practice. The ESC subsequently implemented this recommendation. So again, this is
another very important piece of work that the Essential Services Commission has undertaken to ensure
that it continues to serve consumers well in the Victorian markets that I have previously mentioned.
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Another recommendation was that the act be amended to ensure that the timing of tabling and public
release of inquiry reports is consistent with parliamentary protocols. The review was concerned that a
final report could be released publicly before it had in fact been tabled in Parliament. However, the
tabling of documents is not a prerequisite to public release, and therefore amendments to the act are
not required.
Finally, this last recommendation of the four was to remove any unintended limitations on the making
of codes of practice under the Essential Services Commission Act. However, having reviewed the
relevant provisions, it is not considered that there are in fact any limitations that would prevent any
effective new codes of practice being made. So that was a worthwhile review to clarify that issue and
make sure that there were no impediments placed on the commission in considering any codes of
practice that they might turn their minds to as a necessary function of the work that they undertake in
providing confidence to Victorian consumers.
Additionally—and you will have seen this when I previously mentioned some of the markets that the
Essential Services Commission does in fact regulate—there were a number of technical amendments
that were put through to ensure a more streamlined operation of the bill and to assist the commission
in undertaking its work. There are a range of miscellaneous amendments, and some of those
amendments will be found to impact on section 10(i) of the act, which deals with the commission’s
functions, to substitute a reference to part VI of the Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous)
Act 1983 with a reference to the Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017. This reflects that
the commission’s functions under part VI of the Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983
in relation to applicable unbooked services and non-cash payment transactions have been repealed and
replaced by similar provisions in the Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017. So that
harmonises and modernises the interactions of those pieces of legislation. Again, it is very important
to make sure there are no impediments to the work that the Essential Services Commission might
undertake.
Additionally there are some further amendments. There were some transitional provisions, but I might
just stick to some of the more substantial ones. There were some other consequential amendments of
other acts, again, to allow for the streamlining of the work of the commission. There were
consequential amendments made to section 212F(3) of the Accident Towing Services Act 2007 to
reflect the establishment of VCAT’s review jurisdiction and correct the reference to section 56 to refer
restrictions on the disclosure of information as well as prohibitions on the disclosure of information.
So again, it is making sure that there are appropriate streamlined provisions put in place that do not
impede the work of the commission.
Other consequential amendments to section 15 of the Electricity Industry Act 2000 reflect the
establishment of VCAT’s review jurisdiction. We previously heard Dr Cumming’s contribution there
about the role of VCAT and in fact how important it is to have time frames around the operation of
VCAT and some of its reviews and processes. So again, it is important that we make sure the presiding
act allows for consistency and removes any impediments.
Again, there are other consequential amendments to other acts. The bill provides for consequential
amendments to section 18 of the Grain Handling and Storage Act 1995, again to reflect the
establishment of VCAT’s review jurisdiction—so another important function there—and section 24E
of the Grain Handling and Storage Act 1995 is also amended to ensure the review jurisdiction applied
to persons whose interests are affected. I think we have heard previous contributions on that point in
terms of whose interests are affected and who is an affected person.
The bill provides for minor amendments to section 29 of the National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005.
Among other things it provides for references to a determination of the commission in various other
sections. These amendments to the act are to be read as references to a ‘decision or determination’ of
the commission. That reflects the language set out elsewhere in the act, in section 29(1)(d). Section 29
applies for the purposes of any appeal under section 55 and section 56 of the Essential Services
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Commission Act 2001. Clause 26 further amends section 29 to save the operation of the applied
provisions and regulations to that immediately before the commencement of the amendments made
by division 1 of part 2 of the bill when it is enacted.
There are also other amendments made to the National Gas (Victoria) Act 2008. I will not go into
much detail about those, but again they update the references to the Essential Services Commission
Regulations 2011. There are further consequential amendments to section 49K(5) of the Port
Management Act 1995 to reflect the establishment of VCAT’s review jurisdiction, again facilitating
VCAT to undertake important work in this area. You can see from my brief outline of some of those
consequential amendments that it is important that legislation is harmonised to ensure the proper
functioning of the ESC and that it can continue unimpeded.
There is another review proposed, and again this is a function of the legislation. The bill proposes
another review of the ESC act to be conducted no later than 31 December 2026, with a report about
the review to be tabled by the first sitting day after 1 July 2027. So again, there is a commitment to
review for continuous improvement, if you like, of the Essential Services Commission and to make
sure that the functions and role of that body serve Victorian consumers well and continue to provide
confidence to Victorian consumers that the regulator is functioning properly and undertaking very
important services to Victorian consumers.
Additionally the government does plan for more reforms affecting the Essential Services Commission.
The government plans to introduce a range of reforms to beef up the powers of the Essential Services
Commission to give effect to commitments in its energy fairness plan, which is a very important plan
indeed. These measures will include stronger penalties for providing false or misleading information,
reforms to civil penalty provisions, improved information-gathering and monitoring powers, clearer
investigatory powers, the establishment of a litigation fighting fund and the appointment of a fourth
essential services commissioner, who will have a focus on litigation and enforcement. It is expected
that those measures will be introduced later this year. So again, it is a further commitment to make
sure that consumers can have confidence and that consumer rights are protected. These are very
important reforms, and they continue the processes that the government began some time ago. I look
forward to hearing about those reforms in Parliament. I am sure it will be very welcomed by all in this
chamber that we continue to see these important reforms.
In terms of VCAT being able to assist and deal with potentially complex pricing and other matters that
might be brought before it, the answer to that question is yes. The VCAT act allows the AttorneyGeneral to recommend to the Governor the appointment of permanent and sessional members who
have special knowledge or experience, including any necessary specialised economic experience. The
reforms set out in the bill will assist VCAT in undertaking any work that is referred from the
commission. I commend this bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (15:59): I move, by leave:
That the bill be now read a third time.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The PRESIDENT: Pursuant to standing order 14.27, the bill will be returned to the Assembly with
a message informing them that the Council has agreed to the bill without amendment.
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Adjournment
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (16:00): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

SELWYN HOUSE, CRAIGIEBURN
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (16:00): My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Child Protection and Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers, the Honourable Luke
Donnellan, in his capacity as the minister responsible for neighbourhood houses. I want to ask the
minister why Selwyn House in Craigieburn, the education and community centre, was rejected for a
minor works capital grant. This is a place that does some fantastic work in Craigieburn, and I commend
Rita McMillan and her staff and volunteers at Selwyn House in Craigieburn for the work they do in
helping the community. I myself have seen that on Wednesdays they have a food bank, where many,
many people line up. The demand is very high. In come the various items of food, and they are all
packaged up and handed out. It is a place that is quite necessary. As well as that, it provides great afterschool care programs, recreational classes, vocational education classes around things like English and
using iPads and things like that, and employment skills programs, and it is a place for self-help groups
to meet and get to know each other. It is a very valuable and important place. They applied for a minor
works grant to fix up the front reception area and the ventilation systems, and they were rejected. So
the action I seek from the minister is to explain to me, so I can explain to the great people of Selwyn
House, why their application was rejected and what they can do to get some funding to meet that very
important need.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (16:01): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Regional Development, and it concerns the government’s division of this state into essentially two
Victorias. This year’s state budget is entitled ‘Delivering for all Victorians’. However, over the past
four and a half years the government has seemingly forgotten a significant sector of the state. There
has been no shortage of funding, policies or attention paid to certain areas of our state—metropolitan
Melbourne and the major regional cities. The other half—the smaller, more rural towns and country
communities that already sit disadvantaged infrastructure-wise and economically—are neglected due
to their apparent government electoral insignificance.
There is perhaps no better demonstration of this attitude than the $15 billion being spent to remove the
75 level crossings in Melbourne compared with just $425 million committed over the next four years
for regional road maintenance. Rural Victorians may ask the minister and the government where this
$15 billion has come from to fund the removal of level crossings, at $200 million each. Did the funds
come from the tax revenue from the $15 billion agricultural industry that rural Victoria contributes
each year or the $10 billion in revenue generated from the sale of the 50-year lease of the port of
Melbourne, which was built on the back of rural exports?
Rural Victorians have also been left behind in education, with year 9 regional students lagging an
average of 12 months behind their city peers in mathematics and 10 months behind in reading.
Whether in education, in infrastructure or in regard to the future of our fire services, this government
continues to ignore the interests of rural Victoria. As a consequence of this neglect, rural communities
continue to decline in population while Melbourne grows. This year’s regional population growth
report from the ABS reveals that 12 rural municipalities have suffered a decline in population. The
Labor government’s city-centrism has strangled growth in rural Victoria. Regional development does
not mean just Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo development only. It must entail ensuring that our rural
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communities are provided with the necessary infrastructure to nullify their geographical disadvantage
and for the agricultural and agribusiness industries to prosper.
The action I seek from the minister is to outline how the Andrews Labor government intends to bridge
the clear divide between rural Victoria and the state’s big city spheres.
EAST WERRIBEE EMPLOYMENT PRECINCT
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16:04): I wish to raise a matter this evening for the Minister for
Planning. Some years ago, during the years of the Baillieu government, I recall being at a major
announcement down in Werribee. That announcement was made by the Premier at the time and by
the planning minister at the time, Matthew Guy, for a major development in East Werribee. It was a
very, very exciting time for those of us who are involved in the area. Certainly as the only government
representative in the area at that time, it was exciting indeed. I was horrified over the course of the last
few weeks to discover that the government plan for the development of this site—a site which was
really a part of the then government’s plan to make Werribee the Parramatta of Melbourne, if I may
refer to it in that way—had been scrapped. It had been thrown out the window. I was absolutely
shocked to discover that all the developments, all the jobs and all the money that had been planned to
come into Werribee were gone and that that was a thing of the past.
Now there are a lot of people in Werribee asking, ‘What the hell happened?’. I am going to endeavour
to find out over the next week or two exactly what did happen and exactly how this magnificent plan
did meet its demise. In the meantime I think it is particularly important that we point out that the land
is still there and that the land should really be used for the proper purpose for which people intended
it to be used prior to the election of this government, because you have got to remember that the
Werribee east precinct was going along very nicely until the election of the Andrews government—
and then that was the end of that. We woke up one morning to find out that it is dead—it is gone, it is
over, it is finished.
What I would like to get from the Minister for Planning is a categorical, 100 per cent assurance that
we are not going to wake up one day and find that they have turned it into a block of flats. What we
need to do is ensure that this land is preserved for business development for jobs and not for housing.
I am asking the minister to give a watertight guarantee that he will not reschedule that land for housing
development.
GUARDIANSHIP ADMINISTRATION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (16:08): My adjournment matter is for the Attorney-General
and is on specific problems in the administration of guardianship arrangements. My constituents in
Northern Victoria Region are alerting me to those particular situations where a patient is ready for
discharge from hospital but where it has also been decided they will need a guardian to help oversee
their lifestyle, their personal decision making and/or their recovery and subsequent care. The
underlying problem here is that staff are not permitted to discharge such patients until a guardian has
been formally appointed to them. Foremost among the challenges is often a protracted wait for a
guardianship application to be processed through VCAT. Frequently this lasts several weeks and
sometimes even a number of months. In the interim everyone affected is subjected to a very frustrating
delay and all of the associated risks and costs this creates.
For the hospital concerned, this situation generally creates many logistical problems. This includes an
obligation to keep the relevant patient under their care for all of that extra time. It also frequently sparks
a situation of exhausted funding, with no public funding provided for that bed beyond a particular date.
From the patient’s own point of view, the situation is hardly desirable either. Normally people want to
quickly leave any healthcare facility once they are deemed well enough to do so, but in these particular
circumstances they are prevented from exercising that will. At a broader level there are also obvious
adverse ramifications for the incoming patients waiting to access the relevant bed in each such case,
especially for those requiring acute care.
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The action that I seek from the Attorney-General is that she clarifies what government resourcing is
currently being made available to the Office of the Public Advocate and/or VCAT to specifically
expedite guardian allocations and whether the government will in any way commit to any further
future financial support in this area, including potentially through an extension to the health networks
pilot jointly conducted by OPA and the Alfred, Eastern and Monash health networks. I ask this
particularly in light of that pilot project’s stunning success in its first year, in 2017–18, in helping to
reduce the average time between VCAT guardianship lodgement and allocation from 46.5 days to
23.4 days for OPA guardians. As such this pilot also contributed to more than $15 000 in cost savings
per patient or more than $5 extra released into the health system for every dollar spent on increased
staffing.
DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16:10): My adjournment issue is for the Minister for
Agriculture. With the new 2019–20 municipal rate notices recently arriving in farmers’ letterboxes,
the action that I seek is for the minister to commit funding that will provide municipal rate relief to
Victoria’s drought-affected farmers, including farmers in my electorate of Northern Victoria Region.
Despite recent rain, Victoria’s drought-affected farmers continue to do it tough and are facing the
prospect of giving up their livelihoods due to what can be best described as a perfect storm of adversity.
Feed for stock is scarce, and when it is available it can only be purchased at an exorbitant cost. Water
too is currently trading at a premium, with the current price on the temporary market in the GoulburnMurray irrigation district as of yesterday being between $500 and $600 a megalitre. The situation
remains dire. Murray Dairy estimates that a third of all dairy farmers in northern Victoria are at risk of
having to walk away from the industry.
I have continuously called for more support from the government for our drought-affected farmers,
including a commitment to provide funding specifically to subsidise municipal rates. The ratepayers
of Victoria recently received their 2019–20 municipal rates notices in their letterboxes. These dreaded
envelopes represent yet another challenge for Victorian farmers, most of whom face an annual rate
bill in excess of $20 000. The potential loss of a generation of young farmers will be devastating for
the fabric of Victoria’s agricultural sector, and the one-off cash payment of up to $3500 that was
previously offered by the state government is not enough to save them.
In previous responses the minister has indicated that rate subsidies for Victorian farmers are not off
the table and that they may be considered in the future. With the new rate notices now issued and the
first payment due by 30 September, surely the minister will acknowledge that now is the perfect time
to provide that rate relief desperately needed by Victoria’s farmers. Rather than toy with the idea, the
Andrews Labor government needs to put its money on the table and give our farmers the support and
respect that they deserve. With the new 2019–20 municipal rate notices recently having arrived in
farmers’ letterboxes, the action that I seek is for the minister to commit funding that will provide
municipal rate relief to Victoria’s drought-affected farmers, including the farmers in my electorate of
Northern Victoria Region.
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (16:13): My adjournment matter today is for the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change in the other place. I call on the minister to ensure that
Parliament House as well as all government buildings, including electorate offices and departments,
are committed to becoming the embodiment of sustainability and role models for environmentally
sustainable practices, especially in light of the government’s commitment to the 2050 statewide net
zero emissions target, so that government buildings lead Victorians by example by adopting aims to
continually improve the environmental sustainability of our operations and by minimising waste and
being mindful of efficient resource use across the organisation.
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I acknowledge the use of energy performance contracting under the Greener Government Buildings
program and the commencement and completion of sustainable refurbishment and development of
government buildings thus far. I acknowledge that new government buildings such as the
parliamentary office buildings have been designed and constructed in a sustainable manner. However,
this is primarily addressing power usage. I note in our kitchen areas there is a misuse of recycling bins.
Although labelled, they are inappropriately mixed. In the kitchens and bathrooms, soaps, handtowels
and toilet tissue are sourced from non-sustainable sources. Cleaning products are not environmentally
friendly. I want the waste generated in Parliament and government offices, including furniture,
commingled recycling, paper and cardboard recycling and soft plastics, recovered and recycled.
Staff should be actively encouraged and supported to commute in sustainable ways—that is, using
public transport, cycling, walking or carpooling to and from work. Our organic waste should be
recovered and recycled into compost. A worm farm in the Parliament House gardens would be
welcome. Worm farms are low maintenance and are very efficient at processing organic matter and
producing compost, which could assist with beautifying our surrounding gardens. All government
buildings should be equally valued when considering the net zero target. I would love to see no
disposable coffee cups in Parliament and every parliamentarian carrying a keep cup or bringing a
ceramic cup from home.
COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLE INDUSTRY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:16): My matter for the
adjournment tonight is for the attention of the Minister for Public Transport in the other place, and it
concerns the ongoing impact of the government’s decisions around taxi changes and taxi licences. I
am conscious that there is a parliamentary committee inquiring into these matters again—a second
parliamentary committee—but I am also conscious that this is an urgent matter because people are
suffering very severely.
I am in possession of correspondence from and have met with Joseph Dias, who came to Australia in
August 1984 with his wife and son. He had a number of taxi licences. He is from Angus Court,
Oakleigh South, and he is a very decent man who had a significant business. He worked very hard and
he and his wife invested in purchasing taxi licences. They actually borrowed money from the National
Australia Bank and the Arab Bank. He notes in correspondence to me:
My income before October 2017 was approximately $30 000 per month clear money … meeting all expenses
including bank repayments. Presently my income is $5000 per month … I am not able to meet my bank
repayments of $21 000 per month as the income has dropped. My children have been helping me make the
bank repayments.
My request to the State Government … is for a reasonable compensation for my taxi business which has
collapsed entirely. Since all this has happened, my health has taken its toll—

I am quoting directly here—
I have had 5 stents and 2 balloons in my heart. My diabetes is out of control due to stress. My family life is
on the verge of collapse as my wife is also disappointed with what’s happened with the taxi industry.

This is too often the story we have heard, and we still do not have a compassionate and sincere response
from this government. There is still a lack of understanding of what has actually happened to people
and their families—good people who have done the right thing in life, who have saved, worked hard,
founded small businesses; thrifty people who deserve all the respect and compassion. The state
government’s so-called compensation scheme was wildly inaccurate. I have seen the detailed figures
from Mr Dias—he has laid them out for me—and they show very convincingly the nature of the
impact on him and his family. The truth of the matter is this is a property right that has in effect been
stolen by the government, and the impact on Mr Dias and his family has been very severe.
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What I am asking specifically for Minister Horne to do in this case is to look afresh at this case, not
only this case but this case in particular, and to look at it with compassion and find a way to make
appropriate ex-gratia payments that actually recognise that this theft has occurred, that there has been
damage to someone’s property and that there needs to be proper compensation.
MURRAY-DARLING BASIN PLAN
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (16:19): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Water.
I have been in contact with many of the farmers who are now out of water, out of time and out of hope.
This is the story for Victorian irrigators across all of the Murray-Darling Basin. Thousands of jobs and
lives are on the line. Conservative estimates are that over 50 per cent of irrigation jobs are already
gone. A full river is flowing past them and they are unable to touch it. A full river is flowing past them
to be flushed out to sea. It is all because of the Murray-Darling Basin plan, all because of a plan that
was based on faulty research. Whilst in other states irrigators are looking at receiving their full water
allocations, Victorian irrigators are restricted to a meagre 16 per cent. I call on the government to do
whatever it needs to recover our irrigation industry and return our irrigation industry’s right to water.
LAND TAX
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:20): My adjournment matter this evening is for the
attention of the Treasurer, and it relates to land tax. I have raised this issue in the house on a number
of occasions because many constituents have contacted my office in relation to their concerns about
the impact of the exorbitant land tax bills they are receiving from the government. As we know, since
the Andrews Labor government has been in power land tax has increased by 109 per cent, and it is
putting an enormous burden on families and small businesses right across the state.
I have received yet another request from a constituent, who has outlined his mother’s situation. Her
land tax increased from $7175 in 2015–16 to $12 860 in 2017, and in the last bill they received it has
gone up to $17 955. So it is just over a $10 000 increase in four years. Now, his mother has a mental
illness and she has also been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, and the family have been caring for her for
many, many years. They have moved into a property close by so that she can stay within her
community that she has been in for decades and so that the family can look after her. She also inherited
a rental property many years ago in which she housed her son, my constituent’s brother, for a long
time because he had a number of conditions and is also almost blind. So there is a very supportive
family around this lady. However, the son had to move out and the family had to put that house on the
rental market because the mother was not able to receive enough income through her own situation to
pay the land tax.
So it has just gone on and on and on, and as the valuations have increased obviously the government
has sought to scoop all this back through their terrible land tax that they have put on families. And in
this situation where this family has cared for their mother, cared for their family, they are taking the
burden off the state but they are finding that the mother’s net income is actually getting worse every
year. In actual fact her income is around $3000 per annum. That is well under any poverty line that
we have got here in Victoria. Three thousand dollars per annum is just putting enormous stress on her
and the family and contributing to worsening her illness.
The action I seek is that this woman has got limited capacity to be able to pay in instalments and the
State Revenue Office has got an assessment notice saying that they can only be paid online. There is
no option of an address to pay by cheque listed in the State Revenue Office land tax assessment.
Alternatively the woman would have to increase her credit card limit, so I would ask the Treasurer to
look into this issue for people such as my constituent’s mother.
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DELBURN WIND FARM
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (16:23): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Planning in the other place, the Honourable Mr Wynne, and it relates to, unsurprisingly, a planning
permit that a company by the name of Osmi, which is a wind farm development company, is looking
to submit to the minister. I have had representations from a great group of people called the Strzelecki
Community Alliance. They came to my office with the most comprehensive analysis and raised their
concerns in relation to the Delburn wind farm. At the current point the Delburn wind farm would be
having 35 over-200-metre—I think it is around 240-metre—turbines right throughout what is called
the Delburn area, which is between Mirboo North, Boolarra, Delburn, Hernes Oak and the city side of
Yinnar.
Now, these good people have genuine concerns in relation to these 35 turbines going up in their home
environment. Their concerns relate to the noise pollution, and they would like to see accurate, unbiased
and transparent decibel and infrasound testing. They are very concerned about the health and wellbeing
of the residents in this region, indeed also in terms of fire risk. This is an area that was extensively
burnt through the 2009 fires, and the physical and emotional scars of that still run deep. They raised
that issue with me.
They talked about the fact that in the 2-kilometre vicinity of these turbines there would be
approximately 180 homes that would be impacted. They also raised a very important issue around
property devaluation in relation to the towers being up very close to their properties. In fact one of the
ladies raised the issue that she only recently moved into the area and purchased her property for around
$800 000, and she is quite concerned that it will be severely devalued if the wind turbines go up. They
also raised issues in relation to flora and fauna, certainly environmental and visual impacts and in
general the impact on that community.
So the action that I seek is that the minister meet with the Strzelecki Community Alliance. They are
happy to come to Melbourne to speak with him. It is like all of these things—we love wind farms, we
all want wind farms; we just do not want them in our own backyards. But these people have some
very valid concerns that I think the minister should hear about when he is going to look at this planning
permit, so I ask that they come to Melbourne to meet with the minister.
OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY OF COMMITTEES OF MANAGEMENT
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (16:26): I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is an update from her of how many
of the 11 recommendations from the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office report of February 2014
Oversight and Accountability of Committees of Management have been implemented. The
background to my adjournment request is I have met with and received representations from the
current lessee of the San Remo Foreshore Caravan Park following a tender process undertaken by the
committee of management that has control of the area of land where the caravan park is located. To
cut a long story short, as the minister is aware from my letter of 24 June 2019—to which I am yet to
receive a response, disappointingly—there are allegations that the process has been flawed and that it
has not been conducted appropriately. The lessee has made a complaint to others, including, as I
understand, the member for Bass and local department officials.
Upon receiving his complaint I have had cause to go back and look at the Auditor-General’s report of
2014 and the follow-up report of September last year, and it is instructive that the Auditor-General’s
report of 2018, in the summary report, says that of the 11 recommendations made back in 2014, not a
single one has been completed and fully implemented. All 11 have been fully accepted, yet not a single
one has been fully implemented, which is really an indictment of both the minister and the department
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for their lack of concern and lack of consideration in implementing these important recommendations.
The audit summary says, and I quote from page 7:
The actions that we recommended in our 2014 audit are increasingly relevant, as some Crown land reserves
continue to deteriorate and CoMs experience increasing challenges in recruiting appropriately skilled
volunteers.

It goes on to say:
Without a robust risk assessment approach, it is not possible for DELWP to understand, or assure Victorians
about, the extent or breadth of risks that exist on its 1500 Crown land reserves managed by voluntary CoMs.

It continues by saying:
Successive audits and reviews over almost 30 years have made consistent findings about poor governance
and fragmented oversight by the responsible department.

It is poor governance and fragmented oversight that is the subject of my constituent’s concern about
how he and his business have been treated as part of this tender process, so I would ask the minister to
give me an update on how many of those 11 recommendations have been implemented.
RESPONSES
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (16:29): I thank members for their contributions to the adjournment
debate today and indicate that I will seek responses from the relevant ministers for members as follows:
Mr Ondarchie from Mr Donnellan; Mrs MacArthur from Minister Symes; Mr Finn from the Minister
for Planning, Mr Wynne; Ms Maxwell raised a matter for the attention of the Attorney-General;
Ms Lovell, a matter for the Minister for Agriculture; Dr Cumming, a matter for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change; Mr Davis, a matter for the Minister for Public Transport;
Mr Bourman, a matter for the Minister for Water; Ms Crozier, a matter for the Treasurer; Ms Bath, a
matter for the Minister for Planning; and Mr O’Donohue, a matter for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change.
I also have 78 responses for a whole bunch of dates that I will not read out.
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (16:31): I may be in advance of me getting some
responses here, but I have a number of adjournment matters outstanding, some dating back 146 days.
I draw your attention to standing order 4.14, where I have adjournment matters to the Minister for
Workplace Safety regarding the Epping chemical waste dump that I raised on 20 March—
Ms Pulford: Yes, that should be there.
Mr ONDARCHIE: Should be there? I have one to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure that
is 77 days old about wire rope barriers, one to the Premier that is 76 days old about support for
Northern Community CareWorks—
Ms Pulford: Sorry, if you could just say dates, I can tell you if they are there.
Mr ONDARCHIE: Okay. 20 March?
Ms Pulford: Yes, already said that.
Mr ONDARCHIE: 28 May?
Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: 29 May?
Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: 30 May?
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Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: 18 June?
Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: 19 June?
Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: And 20 June?
Ms Pulford: Yes.
Mr ONDARCHIE: One hundred and forty-six days and we finally got something. Thank you.
Ms Pulford: Anybody else want to go through the list?
The PRESIDENT: If not, the house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 4.32 pm.
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CONNECTGV, SHEPPARTON
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (5 February 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
As indicated in earlier responses, the Victorian Government has provided capital funding of more than
$1.5 million to ConnectGV to to support people with disability in the Goulburn area in recent years. The
Department of Health and Human Services has been in contact with ConnectGV to provide assistance as they
transition to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
However, as the Member would be aware, the NDIS is changing the ways that services, including respite or
short-term accommodation and assistance, are provided and funded by governments. The Victorian
Government will be investing $2.5 billion in the NDIS in 2019-20.
Under the NDIS, rather than governments directly funding capital and service costs as well as placing clients
in particular services, it is the responsibility of service providers to structure their services so participants who
have choice and control of the services they receive.

ST KILDA MUMS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (6 March 2019)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
St Kilda Mums and their network make an invaluable contribution to the Victorian community, reusing and
recycling preloved babies and children’s items and ensuring families facing hardship receive as much
assistance as possible.
The Victorian Government is very supportive of St Kilda Mums and provided $100,000 to the organisation
in 2018 for their expansion into regional areas, to be spent over a 12-month period.
The Government recognises the importance of the first few years of a child s life and is committed to ensuring
all families have the support they need during this time. The Government has committed $232 million to give
new parents the information, support and care their family needs - with new parenting centres, more maternal
child health nurses and round-the-clock specialist sleep advice. This includes free Baby Bundles for
35,000 first-time parents every year, which provides all the essential items such as a nappy bag, growsuit, safe
sleeping bag, muslin wrap, teething ring, information on safety and parenting and picture books for various
stages of a child s development.
If you require further information, please contact the Minister for Health.

PAST ADOPTION PRACTICES
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (20 March 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
The Victorian Government acknowledges the profound harm caused to people affected by past adoption
practices.
It is estimated that around 25,030 children were adopted in Victoria during the period most commonly
associated with forced adoption (1950-1972). Aside from cases of child protection, it was then - as it is now
- illegal for a child to be adopted without the informed consent of the child’s natural mother.
The reasons for adoption were not recorded. However, it is known that the majority of children taken were
born to unmarried mothers. During that period, there was limited or no access to oral contraceptives, family
planning services, legal abortion or financial support for single mothers. There was little social acceptance of
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ex-nuptial births. In this context, the 2012 Senate Report into former forced adoption policies and practices
found it to be ‘incontrovertible that forced adoption was common’.
Since 2012, the Victorian Government has been working to implement the Senate Report’s recommendations.
The Victorian Parliament passed the Adoption Amendment Act 2013 to make it easier for Victorians affected
by adoption to find their natural family members. In the Adoption Amendment Act 2015, the Government
introduced reforms that further helped parties to an adoption to reconnect.
The issue of Forced Adoptions will be considered by the Lower House Parliamentary Committee, Legal and
Social Issues, who are due to report on 1 June, 2020.

LIVESTOCK THEFT AND BIOSECURITY
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (20 March 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
The appropriateness of Victoria’s trespass laws is currently under consideration by the Economy and
Infrastructure Committee. The government will consider their recommendations in due course.

CAMPBELLFIELD AND EPPING CHEMICAL WASTE DUMP SITES
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (20 March 2019)
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety):
In January this year, WorkSafe announced it would use powers under the Dangerous Goods Act 1985 to lead
a multi-agency taskforce to remove chemicals from a range of sites in Melbourne’s north. This taskforce
includes the Environment Protection Authority (EPA), local councils, fire services and police. Work to
remove the chemicals is now well underway. As of 17 June, more than 4 million litres of dangerous goods
have been removed from four of the sites, with two sites now completely cleared.
Preparations for removal work at additional sites is underway. These preparations include the installation of
spill containment bunds, chemical testing facilities and worker amenities.
Community and worker safety remains the taskforce’s first concern. Around the clock, 24-hour security and
atmospheric monitoring are still in place at all eight sites and there are protocols to ensure any onsite incidents
are escalated appropriately. Contingency plans for nearby facilities have been updated and the taskforce meets
with government and local agencies regularly.
In addition to the eight sites that the taskforce is cleaning up, EPA, WorkSafe and fire services uncovered
four additional sites - three in Craigieburn and one in Campbellfield - in March. WorkSafe has issued notices
to the occupier of these sites ordering they be made safe. Security, spill containment and atmospheric
monitoring have also been installed at these sites.
Investigations into how the waste chemicals came to be stored at all of the sites are ongoing and it would be
inappropriate to comment on lines of investigative inquiry. Recently, the Andrews Labor Government
announced it would look to strengthen dangerous goods laws and penalise those who flout them with larger
fines and longer jail terms. This will include prison terms of up ten years and fines of $6.4 million for a body
corporate.

ASYLUM SEEKER SUPPORT
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (30 April 2019)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
Policies, programs and legislation relating to asylum seekers are principally the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government.
The Victorian Government is concerned about continued service restrictions for community-based asylum
seekers, including recent savage cuts to Status Resolution Support Services (SRSS) eligibility by the Federal
Liberal Government.
That is why the Victorian Government has stepped in with the 2019/20 Budget providing $3 million in 201920 for services for asylum seekers who are awaiting confirmation of their refugee status and living in the
Victorian community. Funding will ensure their basic medical and mental health needs are met.
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The investment announced in the recent Budget builds on our previous support, which included the $600,000
package for the Victorian-based asylum seekers transferred from Nauru and Manus Island for medical
treatment, and who were subsequently removed from Commonwealth Government’s accommodation and
financial support.
Further still, in the 2016/17 Victorian Budget, an additional $38.3 million over five years was allocated to
specifically benefit refugees and asylum seekers to:
•

support a coordinated, integrated and early intervention approach to the settlement of refugees and
asylum seekers across Victoria ($18 million over four years within the multicultural affairs
portfolio, including $1.8 million over four years to Refugee Legal to assist asylum seekers with
their applications for protection)

•

meet the priority health and welfare needs of new arrivals ($10.9 million over five years within the
health portfolio)

•

improve educational outcomes of refugees, asylum seekers and migrant young people ($9.4 million
over five years within the education portfolio).

We will continue to advocate to the Commonwealth on the issues you raised.
The Victorian Government has made it clear that it is ready to accept an increased number of asylum seekers
and refugees, and extend services to help them settle in our state.

POLICE RESOURCES
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (30 April 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
Through our record investment in Victoria Police, the government is delivering an additional 3,135 police
officers across Victoria.
The location and deployment of these police officers is determined by the Chief Commissioner of Police
using the Staff Allocation Model (SAM), which was developed in consultation with the Police Association
of Victoria.
The approach ensures that additional police are being deployed to the areas of highest need. A number of
measures of demand are taken into consideration by the SAM, such as calls for assistance, reported crime,
event management and traffic incidents, and the time required to provide these services.
More than 300 additional police officers have already been allocated or deployed to police divisions in the
electoral region of Northern Victoria.
Victoria Police balances counter service hours to the public in a flexible manner to ensure the best possible
use of available resources. This recognises that proactive operations, putting resources where they are needed
and responding to calls for assistance, will best address crime and community concerns.
The Victorian Government is working with Victoria Police and The Police Association to incorporate
minimum service levels into baseline measures for the SAM.
This commitment was reaffirmed recently by the government in the Community Safety Statement 2019-20
and will ensure continued access to all 24-hour police stations.
Minimum service levels will provide 24-hour response capability, and support crime prevention and local
community engagement. This commitment will allow for appropriate supervision and custody management
and ensure that police officers are applying the operational safety framework and requirements to keep them
safe. The minimum service levels and the SAM baseline will be reassessed by Victoria Police annually.

TRAM NETWORK PERFORMANCE
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (30 April 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Ports and Freight):
The Melbourne tram network is the largest in the world and shares 80 per cent of its network with other road
users. Unfortunately, this means delays, alterations, cancellations, and short shunting can occur. Lengthy
unplanned disruptions on Yarra Trams services are communicated across various media platforms to assist
affected passengers.
The Andrews Labor Government is working actively with Yarra Trams and other stakeholders such as local
councils to improve the amount of priority given to Melbourne’s tram network.
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We have raised the bar for the operator of Melbourne’s trams. The new agreement with Yarra Trams includes
tighter performance targets that will see more punctual and more reliable services.
The increased targets and thresholds reflect the level of performance that should be expected of the operators,
taking into account the significant State investment in the network in recent years.
The enhanced operational performance regime will also ensure the operators are penalised for the most
common disruptions to passengers including early departures, late arrivals, cancellations and short services.
Since the introduction of the contract in 2017, tram cancellations, and short running decreased by 25 per cent.
Our large program of works to upgrade the network will ultimately improve accessibility, capacity, reliability
and safety on all tram lines. I thank passengers for their patience as the government continues to work hard to
improve the public transport network in Victoria.

BRIMBANK POLICE NUMBERS
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (1 May 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
My thoughts are with your constituent who was subject to this appalling act of violence. Victoria Police take
all reports of crime extremely seriously and are allocating significant resources to preventing crime and
holding offenders to account when it does occur.
Every instance of crime is distressing, particularly for those involved. Reducing crime and keeping our
community safe is exactly what is driving our record $2 billion investment in Victoria Police, including an
additional 3,135 extra police officers.
As part of this deployment, an additional 104 police officers have been deployed and allocated to the
Brimbank police division, including 23 family violence specialist officers. Police are allocated at a divisional
level by the Chief Commissioner of Police, which provides flexibility across regions to deploy police officers
to where they are needed, when they are needed.
The state-wide commencement of the $212 million Police Assistance Line and Online Reporting Portal on
1 July 2019 for non-urgent matters will also significantly assist local police to better prioritise calls for
assistance and respond to urgent reports as quickly as possible. During the four month trial of these systems
it’s estimated that 13,000 hours had been allocated back to frontline police members in places like Brimbank.

CHINA AND INDIA TRADE STRATEGIES
In reply to Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (2 May 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
The Victorian Government set ambitious ten-year trade and investment targets for Victoria’s China and India
Strategies. The strategies included these targets to ensure that the Victorian Government’s work is focussed
on clearly identified and practical outcomes for Victorians.
When setting the targets, the Government considered historical growth rates, expectations of future growth
and what sustainable growth should be for relevant sectors. The targets are designed to drive performance,
focus efforts and support economic outcomes for Victoria.
A combination of the excellent performance of Victorian exporters and targeted programs by the Victorian
Government has led to Victoria achieving two of the four China Strategy targets (postgraduate enrolments
and investment) and ensuring Victoria is on track to meet the remaining two targets (goods and services
exports and tourism expenditure).
The Victorian Government continues to support the delivery of targets and outcomes related to the China
Strategy and will continue to facilitate strong business engagement and assist companies to forge partnerships
that are bringing more jobs to the state and helping Victoria’s dynamic economy to grow in partnership with
China.
Victoria’s India Strategy includes targets that are driving partnerships and outcomes for both Victoria and
India. The Strategy’s actions and targets are helping to strengthen and celebrate Victoria’s personal
connections with India and form lasting foundations for a mutually beneficial partnership.
The Victorian Government is committed to building a strong relationship with India and achieving targets
that support a sustainable economic relationship over the ten-year lifetime of the Strategy.
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION RAIL FUNDING
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (2 May 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
The Victorian Government is currently undertaking a suite of projects to enable much-needed improvements
to freight and passenger services in the state’s west and south-west.
The Ballarat Line Upgrade is being delivered as part of the $1.75 billion Regional Rail Revival and will enable
extra passenger services for the growing communities in Melbourne’s outer west, Bacchus Marsh, Ballan and
Ballarat. The half-a-billion-dollar transformation of the line is well-progressed, and the project is on track for
completion in late 2019.
Significant investments have been made to upgrade freight networks in western Victoria, with Stage 1 of the
Murray Basin Rail project complete, and Stage 2 largely complete.
Work is also underway to deliver the Geelong and Warrnambool line upgrades. The $160 million Geelong
Line Upgrade will lead to more frequent and reliable services, and the $114 million Warrnambool Line
Upgrade delivers the upgrades required to provide more frequent and reliable train services and pave the way
for VLocity trains to run to Warrnambool for the first time. Construction on the Warrnambool Line Upgrade
is scheduled to begin later this year, while Geelong Line Upgrade works are expected to begin by 2020.
Construction of a train stabling facility north of Wyndham Vale Station to house regional trains is underway.
The new facility is essential to meet inter-peak stabling needs for V/Line trains operating on the regional rail
network, and will also ensure there is capacity to house additional trains in the future. Works are expected to
be completed by early 2020.
The Victorian Government has announced the Waurn Ponds Duplication Project. The project will duplicate
track between South Geelong and Waurn Ponds, removing bottlenecks in this track section to enable trains to
run more often and improve reliability. The Victorian Government promised $147 million during the 2018
election campaign, with remaining funding being sought from the Commonwealth Government.
A stabling and maintenance facility will be built at Waurn Ponds to provide much needed storage capacity
for the growing fleet of trains that will service the line.
The Victorian Government has committed $100 million to deliver the detailed planning and design works for
the Western Rail Plan.
This project sets out the future investments Victoria needs for a high-capacity rail network to service our
growing suburbs and regional cities. A business case is underway to provide detailed planning for two new
electrified metropolitan rail lines through the western suburbs to growth areas in Melton and Wyndham Vale,
separating them from the Ballarat and Geelong regional services.
These are essential investments required to build rail capacity into Melbourne, which will provide the basis
for further regional improvements.
The Victorian Government has made a record investment in our transport network to improve connectivity
between the regions, to create greater capacity for freight and passenger services and to deliver better access
to jobs, education, health and other services, and will continue to work with the Commonwealth Government
to jointly fund projects where possible.

REBOOT YOUTH CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAM
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (28 May 2019)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support):
The ReBoot program in Latrobe, Gippsland, is funded through the Youth Crime Prevention Grants (YCPG)
program. The program is part of the Victorian Government’s response to addressing offending behaviour by
young people aged between 10-24 years who have had contact with; or are at risk of involvement with, the
criminal justice system. This is unrelated to the ReBoot program operating in South Australia.
ReBoot is a multi-agency program led by Anglicare in partnership with local organisations such as Berry
Street, Kurnai College Flexible Learning Option Campus, and Quantum Support Services. These partners
work together to connect young people and their families to support and educational opportunities. Young
people receive mentoring to explore their interests, aspirations and identify education and recreational
community activities.
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The government has invested close to $18 million into the YCPG program since 2016, including $1.4 million
into the ReBoot program. This includes an additional $700,000 announced in October 2018 to support
additional young people to participate in the program.
Evaluation is an important part of the YCPG program to understand what is working and also importantly
what isn’t. The directed and competitive streams of the YCPG program are currently being evaluated by the
Crime Statistics Agency (CSA). This evaluation commenced at the inception of the program and is measuring
and evaluating key elements throughout its implementation.
An interim evaluation report was delivered in October 2018. A summary of this report is available on the
Community Crime Prevention website at https://www.crimeprevention.vic.gov.au/executive-summaryyouth-crime-prevention-grants-interim-evaluation-report.
The interim evaluation indicated that partners believe ReBoot is addressing a need in the Latrobe Valley area
for young people, specifically 10-12 year old’s, who do not have access to other support services. Anecdotal
evidence also showed positive changes are being seen in a number of participants, through improved
engagement with school or improved relationships with their family.
Once the YCPG evaluation is complete, this will influence the direction of any future grant programs and
contribute to the evidence base for youth crime prevention more generally.

WIRE ROPE BARRIERS
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (28 May 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
The Andrews Labor Government is rolling out more than 200 km of wire rope barriers across the State
because we know that these barriers save lives.
All road safety infrastructure is tailored to the conditions and use of the road. The type of barrier being installed
is dependent on several factors including road design, the amount of space behind the barrier, the location of
shared use paths and whether there are hazards close to the road.
As part of the second stage of the Plenty Road Upgrade, Major Road Projects Victoria (MRPV) will be
installing the flexible w beam barriers. These barriers absorb the force of a crash, bringing a vehicle to a stop
before it can lose control and hit a hazard or bystander, while also protecting the people inside the vehicle.

ST ALBANS LEISURE CENTRE
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (28 May 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
I refer to your adjournment debate matter regarding the St Albans Leisure Centre.
The 2019/20 State Budget provided $175 million for local sport in Victoria. Some of this funding has already
been allocated to projects across the state while a significant amount will be allocated to projects via
competitive funding rounds. Further information on future funding rounds and information on how to apply
will be made available on the Sport and Recreation Victoria website sport.vic.gov.au in due course.

STOLEN GENERATIONS REPARATIONS SCHEME
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (28 May 2019)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
The government acknowledges the long-lasting and intergenerational consequences of Australia’s, and
Victoria’s, history of colonisation. For Aboriginal Victorians this history is one of dispossession, childremoval and other discriminatory government policies. Aboriginal Victorians have identified the need to
address trauma and support healing as a key enabler of self-determination. The government’s commitment to
addressing trauma and supporting healing is publicly stated in the Victorian Aboriginal Affairs Framework
2018-2023. This includes support for truth-telling and self-determination, together with meaningful goals to
deliver better outcomes for Aboriginal Victorians across all areas of life.
The Victorian Aboriginal Affairs Framework 2018-2023 identifies the need to support members of the Stolen
Generations and their descendants as an area for action. The government currently supports a range of services
to assist members of the Stolen Generation and their families. The 2018/19 Victorian Budget invested
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$2.6 million to support the Koorie Heritage Trust’s operations and programs, including its Koorie Family
History Service, which helps Aboriginal people—including survivors of the Stolen Generations—trace their
family history. In August 2018, the government also announced $975,000 for Connecting Home Limited to
deliver a range of services for Stolen Generations members and their families, including case management,
counselling, family history and reunion, and other healing activities.
In addition, Victoria continues to support a nationally coordinated redress scheme for those affected by the
forcible removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, in line with the recommendations in the
Bringing Them Home report.
The Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Act 2018 requires the State to act as an equal
partner to a future Aboriginal Representative Body in setting up the elements necessary to pursue a Treaty or
Treaties. Self-determination is central to this process which will further the aims of justice and healing through
open, good faith dialogue.
It is true that the Treaty process does not absolve government of its responsibilities to Aboriginal Victorians,
including Stolen Generations members. This is why the government is committed to transforming its
structures and systems to support self-determination and ensure the voices of Aboriginal Victorians are central
to decision-making across policies, programs and practices throughout Victoria.

PROSPECTORS AND MINERS ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (28 May 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
Thank you to the Member for her adjournment matter relating to mining and mineral exploration in Victoria.
My office would be pleased to organise a meeting with members from the Prospectors and Miners Association
of Victoria to hear their concerns and ideas.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION POWER POLES
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (29 May 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
I would like to thank you for the important matters you have raised in the Legislative Council on 29 May
2019. The Victorian Government is unwavering in our commitment to deliver a safer Victoria and ensuring
the safety of Victorians is our highest priority. Government will continue to work with Energy Safe Victoria
to ensure that it has the right systems, processes and capabilities in place to adequately hold distribution
businesses to account on electrical asset safety matters.
In addition, I recently visited Mortlake to meet with community members affected by the devastating 2018
St Patrick’s Day fires and to discuss their concerns about the safety of power poles in South West Victoria. I
have assured the community that I will continue to look into these matters as a priority.
On 31 May 2019, Energy Safe Victoria (ESV) released its Draft Report: Condition of Power Poles in South
West Victoria which reviewed Powercor’s inspection results of 19,000 poles and included the findings of their
own inspections of 1,200 poles. The report found that 98 per cent of the 19,000 South West poles exceed the
required residual strength necessary to remain in service, that Powercor’s pole inspection and maintenance
processes are fit for purpose and that there is no immediate risk of pole failures in South West Victoria.
I have been advised that the incident you refer to at Newfield on 29 May 2019, was the result of a damaged
tree from outside the regulated minimum clearance space, falling onto a high voltage powerline and breaking
the conductor, which caused the automatic circuit recloser protection system to operate and isolated power to
360 customers in the area. Regretfully, there was power lost to homes but thankfully, there was no fire in this
instance and the protection operated correctly.
Other incidents in Mepunga on 29 May 2019 and the Warrnambool area on 27 May 2019 were pole-top fires
only and did not result in ground fires. The vast majority of pole-top fires do not result in ground fires. Poletop fire numbers are steadily decreasing in the western area due to thousands of wooden high voltage cross
arms, (the horizontal component) being phased out over time, across the network.
The Victorian Government will continue working to improve the safety of our electrical assets and protect
Victorians from electricity started fires.
I thank the Member for her question.
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CAREWORKS
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (29 May 2019)
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier):
Funding requests of this nature are best directed to the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers, the Hon
Luke Donnellan.
DHHS has advised me that Minister Donnellan has previously responded to Northern Community
CareWorks directly regarding their request for funding for their operating costs.
The Government acknowledges the effort and valuable contributions of volunteers in our community and the
value of neighbourhood houses, community kitchens and organisations such as Northern Community
CareWorks in improving community participation and inclusion, capacity building, and learning
opportunities for many people across the state.
Reflecting this, the Government committed $60.2 million funding towards neighbourhood houses, Men’s
Sheds and community support projects in the 2019/20 Victorian budget.

REGIONAL SCHOOL INTERNET SPEEDS
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (30 May 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
The contract between the Department of Premier and Cabinet and telecommunication service providers would
be the Telecommunications (TPAMS2025) Services contract. AARNET is not one of the suppliers on this
State Procurement Contract.
AARNet is an academic research network that was not designed to cater for a school environment.
The AARNET service does not provide student appropriate internet filtering, requiring each school to
implement and maintain their own expensive and complex technical protection technologies. This adds a cost
impost on schools, diverting valuable school resources, and places an unnecessary liability and burden on
Principals and School Councils.
Risk and complexity is not confined to individual school or schools, using AARNET. The introduction of a
third party network exposes the rest of the state-wide network, other schools and the Department to networkbased attacks, viruses, malware, and ransomware.
The cost to taxpayers of setting up separate infrastructure and supplier arrangements to Victorian government
schools who are already serviced by a fibre optic network and benefiting from state-wide IT investment
cannot be justified.
Government schools across the Western Victoria are benefiting from the Andrews Labor Government’s $67.9
million investment in Critical IT upgrades and $16.4 million to improve internet connectivity.
The $67.9 million investment in Critical IT is enabling IT infrastructure to be upgraded across ail Victorian
government schools, providing reliable access to digital services in classrooms that are essential to teaching
and learning.
Leveraging the aggregated purchasing power of contractual arrangements such as TPAMS2025 is our greatest
strength as it enables us to fulfil our obligation in the Education State to put the right policy and organisational
settings in place so that every Victorian government school is better able to do their job for the benefit of all
their students.
The extension to the existing contract for the centralised internet service for schools has incorporated an uplift
that will enable the bandwidth to be double the supplier’s current capacity.
This is a short-term solution whilst the Department continues to work with the commercial organisations on
TPAMS2025 to develop the next connectivity solution for schools that will be able to scale to future
requirements without the need for Government to redirect investment funding.
As part of the development of this next generation of connectivity solution there will be opportunities for
regional and rural schools to be a part of the pilot(s).
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FLEMINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (30 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
As part of the 2019-20 State Budget, we are pleased to have announced the funding of $450,000 on 27 May
2019 to upgrade the pick-up and drop-off zone at Flemington Primary School. The funding has been allocated
in the 2020-21 financial year for design and construction. This project will improve safety and reduce
congestion on Flemington Street during school pick-up and drop-off times.
VicRoads and the Moonee Valley City Council will continue working together with the Flemington Primary
School and the wider community to achieve the best outcomes for the community.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION RAIL SERVICES
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (30 May 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
Over the past six months, Metro Trains Melbourne delivered 98.3 per cent of scheduled Craigieburn line
services. This is in line with the delivery result for the metropolitan network as a whole over the same period
(98.3%).
The Andrews Labor Government’s contract with Metro includes stringent performance targets and tough
penalties if these targets are not met. We have introduced new targets to ensure more services run on time and
crack down on frustrating alterations like city-loop bypasses, skipped stations and short running services.
Since the introduction of the contracts in 2017, greater investment in maintenance has seen train faults on the
metropolitan network drop almost 20 per cent, and infrastructure faults reduce by almost 30 per cent, reducing
delays and improving reliability.

TRIPLE 0 APP
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (30 May 2019)
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support):
This falls within the responsibilities of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the Hon Lisa Neville
MP.
The death of Ms Courtney Herron was a tragedy. Violence against women is never acceptable.
The Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority is currently in the process of rolling out
improvements in technology and looking at the future use of technology to enhance their responses.
The Department of Justice and Community Safety will be in contact to organise a meeting with relevant
stakeholders including the relevant Minister to discuss the 000 Mobile Phone App.

SUNBURY FIELDS BUS SERVICE
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (30 May 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
The Government recognises the important role that buses play in meeting travel needs in Melbourne’s outer
suburbs. Melbourne and regional centres have been growing rapidly in recent years and there are many
competing demands for new and upgraded bus services.
The Department of Transport (DoT) continually reviews existing routes and potential new routes. These
reviews consider factors such as the likely number of users, suitability of the road network for bus operations,
development of a direct and intelligible network, connectivity with other public transport services and service
provision costs.
I have asked DoT to consider your feedback as part of future planning.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (30 May 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
Local governments operate within a legislative framework established by the Victorian Parliament that
includes the Constitution Act 1975 and the Local Government Act 1989. That framework defines the
accountabilities of councils and councillors. It also supports the separate democratic status of local
government and specifies the limited ways in which a Government may intervene in the operations of a
council.
I note you have expressed concern for Cr Wellington’s right to access council documents. The Freedom of
information Act 1982 describes the rights of citizens to access council documents and the processes that apply
in the event of a dispute. That includes the right for a person to appeal to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal if they are dissatisfied with a decision of a council to refuse access to a, document.
Regarding your general request about transparency, the Andrews Government gives a high priority to
transparency. On 17 June 2019, I announced the Government’s intention to introduce a Local Government
Bill into the Parliament in 2019. This Bill will build on the reforms contained in the Local Government
Bill 2018 and will elevate transparency to an overarching principle to which all councils must adhere.
The bill will also introduce greater specificity about matters that a council can designate “confidential”.

STAMP DUTY
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (30 May 2019)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations):
The economic entitlement rules are an integrity measure to make sure that normal duty is paid when interests
in land are transferred. A Supreme Court decision rendered these provisions ineffective. The State Taxation
Acts Amendment Bill 2019 addresses the conceptual issues and closes the loophole that was created
following that Court decision.
These changes were discussed in detail during debate on the Bill in the Legislative Council.
I note that the Bill has passed the Parliament, with the support of the Opposition in the Legislative Council.

STATE FOREST ACCESS
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (4 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
VicRoads, alongside Department of Environment Land Water and Planning and Victoria Police, met with the
side by side vehicle industry on Friday, 14 June 2019. The industry is now formulating a proposal, which will
be reviewed by agencies to understand its suitability.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION BUS SERVICES
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (4 June 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
I am pleased to confirm that Burnside Heights residents now have better access to bus services due to the
realignment of bus route 426.
Route 426 was introduced in November 2017 as part of the Caroline Springs bus network upgrade (phase B)
to improve frequency, coverage and connections with trains on the Sunbury Line. The route operated express
without stopping between Rockbank Middle Road / Westwood Drive and the Caroline Springs Square
shopping centre while the Westwood Drive bridge was under construction.
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On 19 May 2019, Route 426 was realigned to its permanent route path to travel via the new bridge on
Westwood Drive. Residents of Burnside Heights can now access Caroline Springs Town Centre, Albion
Station and Sunshine Station by public transport, using new stops installed on Westwood Drive.
Residents have been informed about the improved service in a variety of ways. A customer information and
marketing campaign commenced in mid-April 2019 including:
•

release of printed timetables (distributed by local bus operator Transdev and available from the
PTV Call Centre)

•

digital timetables available on the PTV website

•

installation of posters on-board buses

•

service change information on the PTV website

•

the change was promoted by the Member for Kororoit via media release and social media on
31 May 2019

•

Transdev has also communicated this change via its website and social media channels.

This information campaign will ensure locals are well-informed about the improved bus services now
available to them around Caroline Springs and Burnside Heights.

BENALLA-TOCUMWAL–KATAMATITE-YARRAWONGA ROADS
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (4 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) confirms that it has met with your constituent who owns the property most
affected by recent near misses. RRV also completed a safety assessment of the intersection of BenallaTocumwal Road and Katamatite-Yarrawonga Road.
RRV informs me that while the intersection meets current standards, there are opportunities to improve road
safety through either the installation of rumble strips or vehicle-activated warning signage on the KatamatiteYarrawonga Road, reinforcing the need for motorists to give way at the intersection.
The Government will consider this upgrade for funding in a future program and will continue to monitor this
location.

MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (4 June 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
Thank you for your questions about cross-border mental health arrangements between Victoria and NSW.
Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health Services
The Royal Commission is a once in a generation opportunity to find out what is working and how the system
can be improved.
The Royal Commission will identify gaps in prevention, access and support for people with lived experience
of mental illness, family members and carers. From this, we will know what needs to be done to improve the
system and achieve better outcomes.
The Terms of Reference for the Royal Commission specifically asks it to inquire into and report on how to
improve mental health outcomes for rural and regional communities. The Victorian Government has
committed to implementing all the recommendations of the Royal Commission.
Due to the independent nature of the Royal Commission, I cannot confirm whether the cross- border mental
health agreement will be specifically examined. However, I encourage the member and her concerned
constituents to raise it directly with the Commission.
Inconsistencies between Victoria and NSW
Mental health services are state based and the differences between the Victorian and NSW legislation and
mental health systems are particularly evident in border communities. This is particularly evident at Albury
Wodonga where there are large regional cities on both sides of the border.

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Tuesday, 13 August 2019

Legislative Council

2379

The Victorian Chief Psychiatrist and Department of Health and Human Services are committed to reducing
inconsistencies and delivering integrated mental health services to those communities.
We have a cross-border agreement with NSW to enable mental health assessments to be carried out on both
sides of the border and in-patients to be transferred between the two states. The agreement continues in effect
even though it refers to the previous Mental Health Act through transitional provisions in the current Act.
In January 2019, the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services and NSW Health entered a new
memorandum of understanding to clarify the regulation of mental health services delivered by Albury
Wodonga Health. The memorandum of understanding demonstrates an intention by both states to work
collaboratively to achieve the best treatment outcomes for residents cared for by Albury Wodonga mental
health services.
Cross-border funding
The intergovernmental agreement provides for NSW to block fund Victoria for Albury Wodonga Health
mental health services provided to NSW residents. The Victorian Department of Health and Human Services
is working jointly with NSW Health to align growth funding for mental health services provided in Albury
NSW with funding increases provided across NSW mental health services.
Since 2014-15, the Victorian Government has increased funding by 22.05% for Albury Wodonga Health
mental health services.
The 2018-19 State Budget provided Albury Wodonga Health additional funding to:
•

recruit into various positions including new Clinical Nurse Consultants. These positions will
provide mentorship, clinical experience and a crucial resource for inpatient units teams to support
the vulnerable and high-risk consumers presenting with high-level needs.

•

Provide additional Early Intervention Psychosocial Services

Key mental health infrastructure projects currently underway at Albury Wodonga Health include:
•

Upgrades to mental health inpatient units in Albury and Wangaratta.

•

Upgrades to improve worker safety and prevent occupational violence

•

Development of a mental health and well-being centre in Albury

Planning and investment in Victorian Mental Health Services.
I welcome the considered analysis offered by the Auditor General in the report into the accessibility of
publicly funded clinical mental health services in Victoria. While we are proud of our historic investment in
mental health since this government was first elected, we have also acknowledged that much more must be
done to provide appropriate care in the right place, at the right time, for Victorians with a mental illness.
All the recommendations put forward by the Auditor General have been accepted.
The Royal Commission will conduct a wide-ranging examination of our mental health system, addressing
important topics such as how the system can better support consumers, families and our mental health
workers, While government will await the findings of this work, the report also highlights the need for
continued investment and improvement to continue unabated.
The Victorian Government is building on last year’s record mental health investment, investing a further
$172.8 million to ensure Victorians with mental illness get better treatment and care, closer to home.
This funding has been targeted at addressing key gaps in the system while the government awaits the
recommendations of the Royal Commission’s interim and final reports.

TRANSPORT ACCIDENT COMMISSION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (4 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I thank Mrs McArthur for her question. The payments taken from the Transport Accident Commission (TAC)
by the State Government do not and will not affect the TAC’s statutory obligations. The economic funding
ratio of the TAC, as reported in the 2019-20 Budget, was 165 per cent. At a general level, this ratio means
that for every $100 of economic liabilities, the TAC has $165 in assets.
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The Government is continuing to implement the Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy and Action Plan 20162020. Under Towards Zero the Government is investing more than $1.4 billion to reduce the number of lives
lost on Victorian roads.
As part of the strategy, we are installing more than 2,000 km of flexible barriers to reduce the chances of
head-on and run off the road crashes by 85%. Run off road crashes remain the single biggest cause of deaths
on Victorian country roads.
In addition, the 2019-2020 State Budget allocates an additional $229 million to improve safety on regional
and rural roads and a further $25.6 million for an increase in the annual number of roadside drug tests, from
100,000 to 150,000.

AIR POLLUTION
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (4 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to securing a clean air future for Victoria - air quality is
essential for our quality of life and our state’s liveability. I have committed to releasing a Victorian Air Quality
Strategy later this year, which will articulate clear, sustainable and cost-effective policies and programs to
ensure clean air for all Victorians.
Victoria’s ambient air quality standards for particles were strengthened in 2016 and are now in line with
World Health Organisation guidelines.
The Andrews Labor Government, through Environment Protection Authority Victoria, is also leading the
national review of a further three key ambient air quality standards (ozone, nitrogen dioxide and sulfur
dioxide). Options for proposed revised standards are available for community consultation until 7 August
2019 at http://www.nepc.gov.au/nepms/ambient-air-quality/proposed-variation/consultation-2019.
Further to this, the Andrews Labor Government has established an Inner West Air Quality Community
Reference Group consisting of community members, community groups and local councils. This group is
enabling members to better understand their local air quality, sources of pollution, and propose areas of focus
and solutions for government consideration.

MELBOURNE REGIONAL LANDFILL
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (4 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Environment Protection Authority Victoria’s (EPA’s) works approval decision relating to the extension
of the Melbourne Regional Landfill was reviewed by the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(VCAT). On 17 June 2019, VCAT directed that a works approval be issued, consistent with EPA’s original
decision to grant a works approval for a significantly smaller landfill than originally proposed by the applicant.

RURAL AND REGIONAL FOOTBALL-NETBALL CLUBS
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (4 June 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
The Victorian Government acknowledges the integral role sport and recreation plays in the health and
wellbeing of all Victorians and works with community partners to sustain and grow participation.
Matters relating to the governance and management of local football leagues and commissions are a matter
for AFL Victoria.
Since 2014, the Victorian Government has invested over $850 million into high quality accessible community
sport and active recreation infrastructure.
Thank you for your question.
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WIRE ROPE BARRIERS
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (5 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) advises that this section of Midland Highway was constructed almost twelve
months ago and installed to the correct specifications at the time.
I understand that there have since been updated specifications, including advanced warning signs 500 metres
and 200 metres prior to the beginning of a run of wire rope safety barrier. RRV advises that additional signage
will be installed along the Midland Highway to provide further advanced warnings to motorists along this
road. This is expected to be installed in the coming months.
I am advised that where there are breaks in the centre barrier at driveways, reflective bollards will be installed
at each wire rope barrier end terminal to increase visibility.
Further, there are double lines on the approach to the barriers and keep left signs installed leading up to barriers
to prevent overtaking. Additional advance warning signs will also be installed to warn motorists of the
conditions ahead and the existing linemarking will be refreshed with another coat where required.
RRV has liaised with the local police who are unaware of any incidents.

GREAT OCEAN ROAD–NELSON STREET, APOLLO BAY
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (5 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating)
Over the past 12 months, Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) has been developing important plans to upgrade
the intersection of Nelson Street and Great Ocean Road in Apollo Bay.
This upgrade will reduce significant driver confusion and lack of proper and safe turning capacity at an
intersection where a WWI monument is located on the road and acts as a traffic island.
With annual visitation on the Great Ocean Road currently at 5.2 million people each year, Apollo Bay is
experiencing significant growth in bus traffic, particularly large coaches that use Apollo Bay as their lunch
stop.
The upgrade of this intersection will provide a safe turning place for these large tourist buses, it will reduce
informal and unmanaged u-turns on the Great Ocean Road and cater to increasing volumes of self-drive traffic
into the foreseeable future.
As you are aware, RRV has undertaken two significant rounds of community consultation, one in October
2018, which consisted of four community information sessions and a subsequent round in February this year,
which consisted of two information sessions as well as a stall at the Apollo Bay Show and participation at
two all-agency open house events.
From the 213 people who provided feedback through these processes, to the question of whether they
supported the roundabout proposal, 151 (70 per cent) supported the roundabout and 62 (30 per cent) did not.
From the 204 people who provided feedback to the question of whether they supported moving the WWI
monument out of the existing road reserve to the adjacent foreshore, 149 (70 per cent) supported moving the
monument and 55 (30 per cent) did not.
As a result of this community consultation, and direct consultation with residents and businesses adjacent to
the roundabout, a series of design revisions have now been made to the proposed roundabout. These include
reducing the amount of foreshore reserve required from 22 metres to 10 metres; more formalised parking at
St Aidan’s Church; improved pedestrian crossing points around the roundabout; there is improved access in
and out of nearby houses; and the addition of a right-hand turn from the Great Ocean Road into the service
road on Nelson Street.
RRV is continuing to work with the community, stakeholders and Colac Otway Shire to deliver the right
outcome for the local community and visitors to Apollo Bay.
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DUCK HUNTING SEASON
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (5 June 2018)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring that game hunting in Victoria is conducted in a safe,
responsible and sustainable manner.
Victoria’s game hunting laws establish a strong regulatory framework to: ensure that the number of ducks
harvested is sustainable; ensure only appropriate methods of hunting are allowed; prevent overharvesting;
provide for animal welfare; and time seasons to avoid periods of vulnerability, such as during breeding.
In addition, a Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals in Hunting sets guidelines for hunter behaviour to
ensure that animals that are hunted, or used in hunting, are treated humanely. There are strong penalties,
including fines and even jail terms, for people who fail to abide by the hunting laws.
The Game Management Authority (GMA) has also introduced measures to reduce the incidence of waterfowl
wounding, including developing the Shotgunning Education Handbook which was provided to all licensed
duck hunters and is available on the GMA website.
The handbook provides information and strategies on how to reduce the likelihood of wounding and losing
birds. Hunters can also attend a practical, one-day workshop delivered by accredited trainers to learn more
about the information and strategies detailed in the handbook.
Additionally, the Victorian Government introduced a new hunting regulation in 2018 to ensure that any game
birds that are brought down need to be immediately retrieved by hunters. The GMA is also working with
animal welfare experts to develop a guide on the most effective and humane euthanising techniques for
wounded birds.
I strongly encourage all members of the Victorian community, including hunters, to report any alleged illegal
hunting behaviour to the authorities. For example, you are probably aware that the GMA is currently assessing
reports on the 2019 duck season submitted to them by Animals Australia.

TULLAMARINE PRIMARY SCHOOL
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (5 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Training is aware of the concerns you have raised.
On 16 May WorkSafe visited Tullamarine Primary School to inspect potential unsafe practices related to the
Dry River Bed (adventure) garden. During the WorkSafe visit no hazards or risks were identified.
On 21 May 2019, the school employed an independent consultant to undertake a risk assessment of the Dry
River Bed (adventure) garden. The consultant looked at a number of potential risks that might be associated
with the garden and the risks were rated tolerable and acceptable.
The School Council was aware of, and approved, the Dry River Bed garden works at the school. The school
will continue to monitor and actively manage the Dry River Bed space.

CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLANS
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (5 June 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
I thank the Honourable Member for his question.
Aboriginal cultural heritage is a valued, protected and fragile part of Victoria’s environment. Protecting
Aboriginal cultural heritage is more than a “warm and fuzzy” thing as you dismissively suggest; it is protected
under Victorian and Commonwealth Law and it is taken very seriously by this Government.
Public land managers such as Parks Victoria have an obligation to ensure Aboriginal cultural heritage is
afforded the same consideration in land management policies and activities as it gives to natural heritage.
Victorians should expect agencies such as Parks Victoria to act according to the law in protecting Aboriginal
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cultural heritage on land managed by Parks Victoria. Aboriginal Victoria is assisting Parks Victoria to resolve
the issues raised in your adjournment matter.
All businesses which derive commercial activity by taking advantage of public lands must ensure their
businesses are environmentally sustainable. They are obliged to provide for cultural heritage management
plans to ensure their operations are sustainable.
Contrary to your assertion, most cultural heritage management plan costs in Victoria are actually borne by
metropolitan, not regional businesses. Fifty-six percent of cultural heritage management plans completed in
2018 were completed within Melbourne’s metropolitan area.
I am happy to inform the Honourable Member that a cultural heritage management plan was completed for
the Melbourne Cricket Ground water storage facilities, Yarra Park and Melbourne Cricket Ground environs
in 2010. If it is good for football to have a cultural heritage management plan, it is good for all Victorians to
ensure our heritage is recognised and protected for future generations.

DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (5 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting farmers through drought and dry seasonal conditions.
The government has provided $45.754 million of support to enable farmers and communities to prepare for
and manage seasonal conditions.
There is a range of services available to farmers in the Latrobe City Local Government Area (LGA). I have
recently written to councils, including Latrobe City, to promote this government’s drought support and
provide relevant contacts for further advice so that farmers, such as the farmer you have referred to, are aware
and connected to the support they need. Agriculture Victoria is available to provide workshops and other
technical support services to help farmers prepare and respond to dry seasonal conditions.
In addition to the Rural Financial Counselling Service that you mention, programs available to farmers in the
Latrobe City LGA includes: ongoing technical assistance, Commonwealth Farm Household Allowance, and
Commonwealth Government Concessional Loans. On a case by case basis, farmers in the Latrobe City LGA
may also be eligible for the Commonwealth Government’s On-Farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate
Scheme.
The Victorian Government is continuing to monitor conditions. The recent rainfall has been welcome, and
the focus is now on winter and spring to support the 2019 cropping season and livestock production. As the
2019 season unfolds the government will provide support in a timely and responsive manner as needed.

KEALBA DEVELOPMENT
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (6 June 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
The site at 27 Driscolls Road, Kealba, was one of several sites identified as surplus to the requirements of the
Department of Education and Training (DET) in Brimbank.
In 2017, as part of Amendment GC51, I rezoned the site to the General Residential Zone Schedule 1 (GRZ1)
and applied the Development Plan Overlay Schedule 17 (DPO17).
Brimbank City Council is currently considering an application for a development plan (P497/2018) under the
provisions of the DPO17 for the site. No formal notification provisions exist under the Development Plan
Overlay. Despite this, the council conducted an informal consultation process with the surrounding Kealba
community.
As responsible authority, Brimbank City Council is the decision maker on this application. It will not come
to me for approval.
I am advised that the applicant has applied for a review under section 149(1)(d) of the Planning and
Environment Act 1987 to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal for the council’s failure to decide
on the application within a reasonable time.
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TORQUAY THEATRE TROUPE
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (6 June 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
I share Mr Grimley’s vision to support our creative industries and create positive communities. I commend
the Surf Coast Shire and Torquay Theatre Troupe’s forward-thinking ambition and work to date on
commissioning a feasibility study for the project.
The Geelong Performing Arts Centre will indeed be a wonderful asset for the Barwon South region. In close
proximity to the Surf Coast Shire, it will seek to attract a new range of performing arts of international standard
to the regions. What is truly remarkable about this space is that it also seeks to be a creative hub, with Stage 2
due to be completed late this year—delivering a new Creative Industries Floor and looking to champion the
broader arts sector. The $128 million Stage 3 is also to be designed to support a variety of creative industries
and deliver a state-of-the-art multipurpose and multifaceted facility for Geelong and its surrounds.
I am aware of the Torquay Theatre Troupe’s request for a purpose-built theatre space in the Surf Coast Shire
to support local performances, and I encourage them to work closely with the Local Government and the
education sector to secure project partners who also wish to develop a space that can serve as many of the
local community groups as possible. I would also encourage Torquay Theatre Troupe to reach out to Sport
and Recreation Victoria in regard to the basketball stadium to discuss how they may assist.
Creative Victoria champions the small to medium arts sector, and while it does not have a capital infrastructure
budget to contribute towards project costs, it will advocate for, and work with the Council on opportunities
for the creative industries in the area.

MELBOURNE AIRPORT WELCOME SIGNAGE
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (6 June 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
The Victorian Government is committed to First Nation Australians and is working towards Australia’s first
Treaty. The Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill that passed Victorian Parliament
in June 2018 will see Victoria become the first state to enter into formal treaty negotiations with Aboriginal
Victorians.
I recognise the importance of promoting Aboriginal tourism experiences to international visitors to Victoria.
Victoria is home to significant Aboriginal tourism experiences, including Brambuk-the National Park and
Cultural Centre in the Grampians, Worn Gundidj at Tower Hill Wildlife Reserve, Bunjilaka Aboriginal
Cultural Centre and the Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre on the Great Ocean Road. Additionally, Budj Bim
Cultural Landscape was recently placed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List.
Melbourne Airport is operated by Australian Pacific Airports Corporation (APAC) under a long-term lease
from the Commonwealth Government. The Victorian Government works with the APAC and the
Commonwealth Government to improve the visitor experience on arrival and departure and improve air
connections with Victoria’s tourism, education, business and trade markets. Accordingly, I will consider the
matters you have raised in my future engagement with the APAC and the Commonwealth Government.

GIPPSLAND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (7 June 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to providing high quality mental health services to children
and young people facing mental health challenges across Victoria, including the Gippsland area.
Latrobe Regional Hospital offers public clinical child and youth mental health services, which include
inpatient beds (single rooms) for adolescents aged 13 to 18 years old, and community-based programs across
the Gippsland region. Latrobe Regional Hospital was also selected as one of six additional sites funded for
the Hospital Outreach Post-Suicidal Engagement initiative (HOPE) in 2018-19.
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Each regional child and youth mental health service has access to a metropolitan service, which delivers
specialist youth and adolescent community-based services or inpatient care. In the case of Latrobe Regional
Hospital, the health service may refer children and young people to Monash Health.
The recent Victorian Auditor-General’s Office (VAGO) report into child and youth mental health services
highlighted several system design and access and services response issues, including for vulnerable children
and young people in rural and regional areas.
The VAGO report also noted confusing age eligibility requirements across mental health services, with some
services treating young people up to the age of 25, while others (including Latrobe Regional Hospital), treat
young people up to the age of 18.
Unfortunately, this inconsistency is the result of the previous Coalition State Government scrapping the
program that was delivering increases to the age eligibility for child and youth programs, midway through
program roll out in 2013.
All 20 recommendations put forward by the Auditor General were accepted by the Department of Health and
Human Services. Planning is underway to implement the VAGO audit recommendations, noting that
implementation will also be informed by the outcomes of the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental
Health System (the Royal Commission).
The Royal Commission represents a once in a generation opportunity to find out what parts of Victoria’s
mental health system are working and what parts are not.
It will identify gaps in prevention, access and support for people with lived experience of mental illness,
family members and carers. From this, we will know what needs to be done to improve the system and achieve
better outcomes, including for vulnerable children and young people.
The Andrews Labor Government has committed to implementing all the recommendations of the Royal
Commission.

POLICE CONDUCT
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (7 June 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
I thank the Member for his Adjournment Debate regarding the conduct of Victoria Police at the annual 420
rally held at Flagstaff Gardens on 20 April 2019.
The Victorian Government recognises the right of people to publicly convey their opinions lawfully, including
at protests and street marches.
The role of police at community protests is to maintain public order, enforce the law and ensure safety of the
broader community. This approach aligns with a modem ‘safety first’ police methodology and the desire to
maintain a positive relationship with all groups in the community.
Victoria Police are deployed at public demonstrations to ensure that protestors do not engage in illegal
behaviour or endanger the safety of people.
Effective policing requires the careful exercise of judgement and the application of appropriate discretion. I
would like to reassure you that Victoria Police expects the highest standards from its officers. Those who fail
to live up to these standards are held to account through processes established by the Independent Broadbased Anti-Corruption Commission (IBAC).
In regard to the specific incident at the rally, it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the matter as
it is currently being heard before the courts.

DEER CONTROL
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (7 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
Deer management and control was identified as an important issue during the development of the Andrews
Labor Government’s Sustainable Hunting Action Plan. The development of a Deer Management Strategy is
a specific action under the plan that will deliver a coordinated approach to deer management across the state.
The final Deer Management Strategy will be released later this year.
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The Government has also removed unnecessary red tape to facilitate more deer being removed from public
and private land. A year-round open season and no bag limit on all species of deer, except Hog Deer, has
resulted in about 100,000 deer being harvested per year by recreational hunters. Recreational hunting of deer
was also expanded to approximately 90,000 hectares of additional national park estate.
Barriers that hampered the removal of problem deer on private property have also been removed, with farmers
no longer required to have a game licence or a permit to control deer.
The Labor Government has also facilitated commercial harvesting of wild deer for human or pet food
consumption stimulating economic activity in regional Victoria.
While deer hunting can occur in some Victorian national parks, this is not the case for the Grampians where
the deer population is managed through Parks Victoria control programs.

STAMP DUTY
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (7 June 2019)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations):
The Government will always look to keep tax rates as low as practical, balanced with the need to raise revenue
to deliver essential services. Land transfer duty (LTD) is used by the Government to provide the core services
and infrastructure that Victorians rely on. These investments make Victoria a more liveable state.
The Government is aware of the burden LTD can place on people looking to purchase a property and is
seeking to support people to own their own home. The Andrews Labor Government has a range of programs
in place to help make this a reality.
In particular, the Government released its Homes for Victorians package in 2017, a strategy to improve
housing affordability, access and choice. This housing package is the largest in the history of Victoria. As part
of Homes for Victorians, the Government announced a number of significant reforms to make it easier for
people to access home ownership, including abolishing stamp duty for first home buyers on homes up to
$600,000 with a further concession on homes valued up to $750,000.
Additionally, there are a range of concessions to assist Victorians who need help purchasing a home, including
an exemption for pensioners for homes valued under $330,000 and a further concession on homes valued up
to $750,000. A stamp duty concession for principal places of residence is also available for homes valued
under $550,000.
In regard to any future changes to stamp duty, all State tax changes are considered as part of the State budget
process each year, and any adjustments are made on their merits. Consideration of any changes are assessed
within this framework.

BALLARAT ROAD–PERTH AVENUE, ALBION, TRAFFIC LIGHTS
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (7 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
It has been a tragic start to the year on Victorian roads and the State Government is urging everyone to look
out for one another on the road. I am sorry to hear about the recent fatal crash that occurred along Ballarat
Road and I wish to pass on my condolences to family and friends of the victims.
During 2018, VicRoads worked with the Brimbank City Council, Victoria Police and other stakeholders to
investigate ways to improve safety and access for all road users along this part of Ballarat Road. This resulted
in a recommendation to install traffic lights at several intersections along Ballarat Road, specifically at Hulett
Street, Perth Avenue and Chatsworth Avenue (located just west of Reid Street).
VicRoads is currently investigating possible short-term solutions and will be implementing these interim
safety improvements in the coming months while continuing to revaluate the proposal for a signalised
intersection in a future program as a long-term solution.

WRITTEN ADJOURNMENT RESPONSES
Tuesday, 13 August 2019

Legislative Council

2387

NORTH RICHMOND SUPERVISED INJECTING FACILITY
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (7 June 2019)
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers):
All medically supervised injecting room staff are trained and instructed to act in accordance with the Children,
Youth and Families Act 2005 (Vic), the Child Safe Standards under the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005,
and North Richmond Community Health’s Child Safe Policy and Procedure. Staff must comply with
mandatory reporting requirements at all times.
Under section 55H of the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981, no child is to be admitted to
any part of the medically supervised injecting room that is used for the purpose of the administration of any
injecting centre drug.

STAMP DUTY
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (7 June 2019)
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations):
Amendments to the economic entitlement provisions in the Duties Act 2000 included in the State Taxation
Acts Amendment Act 2019 (the Act) apply to a person (i.e. developer) who obtains a right to share in the
benefits of the land, equivalent to what an owner would. An economic entitlement allows them to achieve
this, without undertaking a transfer of land.
These amendments do not change the definition of an economic entitlement and are not directed at real estate
agents or leasing agents and therefore it will not apply to them. This was clarified in Parliament by the Special
Minister of State during the Committee process.
The State Revenue Office (SRO) has published guidance material on its website explaining the economic
entitlement provisions. The SRO has looked to address submissions made by stakeholders during the Act’s
passage through Parliament and addresses ordinary fee for service arrangements. More information can be
found at https://www.sro.vic.gov.au/economic-entitlements.
I note that the Bill has passed the Parliament, with the support of the Opposition in the Legislative Council.

DRUG DRIVING
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The mandatory reporting of drug addiction to VicRoads licensing authorities has been referred to the Road
Safety Act Working Group, which comprises experts from the Department of Transport, Victoria Police, and
the Department of Justice and Community Safety, to develop a viable policy. The Ministerial Council for
Road Safety, of which the Minister for Road Safety and the TAC, the Hon Jaala Pulford is chair, and I am a
member, will review the recommendations of the Working Group.
Without pre-empting the Working Group recommendations, I do think the case Mr O’Donohue has raised
shows we need to do more in response to drug driving.
The best response is to undertake more drag tests so that we can catch drug drivers and take them off the road.
Recent modelling from the Monash University Accident Research Centre (MUARC) shows that the primary
tool available to substantially reduce road trauma in the next 5 years is by increased enforcement of speeding
and impaired driving. We are now funding 150,000 roadside drug tests per year, up 50 percent from last year,
and developing options to support further increases in the near future.
Both the Chief Commissioner for Police, Graham Ashton, and Victoria’s top traffic policeman, Assistant
Commissioner Stephen Leane, have recently raised the need for more drug testing. Victoria Police is now
undertaking a major project to identify process and technology options for increasing drug tests numbers.
More broadly, dangerous driving remains a consistent threat to community safety. In the Community Safety
Statement 2019/20 the government committed to introduce legislation that will ensure drivers who are
charged with certain offences are immediately suspended from driving. Victorians expect that people who
commit serious driving offences will be punished and this reform will ensure they are off our roads.
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SIDE-BY-SIDE VEHICLES
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
VicRoads, alongside Department of Environment Land Water and Planning and Victoria Police, met with the
side by side vehicle industry on Friday, 14 June 2019. The industry is now formulating a proposal, which will
be reviewed by agencies to understand its suitability.

SRI LANKA TERRORIST ATTACKS
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (18 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
The Easter Sunday terror attacks in Sri Lanka this year shocked the world. After enduring a long and brutal
civil war, Sri Lanka was finally transitioning to peace and recovery. Families and communities were
rebuilding their lives. That experience was painfully disrupted by unfathomable violence and destruction. The
impacts of the attacks in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa were deeply felt across our state. We grieve for
the hundreds of innocent victims of the tragedy and their families and friends. We recall the unspeakably sad
loss of the Victorians Manik Suriaaratchi and her young daughter Alexendria.
Following the incident, a memorial was held at St Paul’s Cathedral together with several vigils across
Melbourne to bring our community together and commemorate the victims of the attacks. The Victorian
Multicultural Commission and the Multicultural Affairs and Social Cohesion Division in the Department of
Premier and Cabinet engaged with local communities to offer support. On 30 April 2019, this Parliament
moved motions of condolence. Those motions also sent a message of solidarity to Victoria’s Sri Lankan
community and reaffirmed the Parliament of Victoria’s unwavering commitment to a strong multicultural
and multifaith state. The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring a safe and inclusive environment for
all. This includes our Sri Lankan diaspora who are an important and valued part of our diverse and vibrant state.
With regard to the request for the Victorian Government to provide funding to Sri Lanka, it should be noted
that foreign aid is a Commonwealth responsibility. While the Government is not in a position to take the
action requested by the Member, it has identified other means of support it can offer to assist the needs of
young students in Sri Lanka. The Department of Education and Training stands ready to provide support in
the areas of intercultural capability education and student mental health and well-being to delegations of Sri
Lankan policy makers, school leaders and educators who wish to deepen their capacity in these areas. This
offer of collaboration is extended in recognition of the importance of Victoria’s relationship with Sri Lanka
and appreciation for the centrality of the Sri Lankan community to Victoria’s multiculturalism.

DAIRY INDUSTRY
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government recognises and values the importance of the dairy sector and its contribution to
Victoria’s regional communities and economies.
The Victorian Drought Preparedness and Response Framework guides Victorian Government decisions on
how best to support farmers, businesses and communities to manage risks associated with drought. This
framework aims to help farming communities be better prepared for, and capable of responding to, difficult
seasonal conditions.
The Victorian Government has decided not to provide a fodder subsidy at this time. Fodder subsidies can
distort the market and further increase prices.
The Victorian government helps our farmers in northern Victoria with on-farm planning and development
support, funding to drought-proof farm infrastructure and providing access to advice through the Rural
Financial Counselling Service.
Our government is providing $45.754 million in drought preparedness and support across Central and East
Gippsland, and Northern and North West Victoria.
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On 31 May 2019, I announced a suite of measures worth over $2.7 million in support for Northern dairy
farmers who continue to be affected by seasonal conditions and high input costs.

RETIREMENT HOUSING SECTOR
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, Minister
for Suburban Development):
The Government committed, in its response to the report of the Legal and Social Issues Committee’s Inquiry
into the retirement housing sector in September 2017, to undertake a review of the Retirement Villages
Act 1986 (the Act) in order to determine the Act’s effectiveness in providing consumer protection while
allowing growth and innovation in the sector.
I have asked the Department of Justice and Community Safety to undertake the review of the Act. Work is
underway to formally commence the review later this year, and a discussion paper will be published to provide
the opportunity for interested members of the community to participate.
The Government has also committed to further investigate the Inquiry’s recommendation to introduce a new
alternative, low cost dispute resolution body for the retirement housing sector. The review of the Act provides
an opportunity for this recommendation to be further explored.

DEVON NORTH MEN’S SHED
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
I refer you to my previous correspondence to you about this issue that was sent in May 2019.
Your previous correspondence was also on behalf of your constituent Mr Allen Rendell in regards to his
request to utilise the former Devon North Primary School site as a Men’s Shed.
Per my reply to your correspondence, following community consultation in October 2017 the Devon North
Primary School Council resolved in November 2017 to de-staff Devon North Primary from the end of that
year. At the time of the de-staffing, the school had an enrolment of four students with only three students
indicated for 2018.
For this reason, the school is currently vacant; however, it has not yet been determined as surplus to education
requirements. The Department of Education and Training undertakes thorough assessments on the need to
retain school sites. The Department’s South Eastern Victoria Region is currently investigating potential
alternative educational uses for the site.
As the school site has not been determined as surplus, it is not considered appropriate to enter into an
arrangement for a Men’s Shed at this time.
If the position changes, and the site is not required for educational use, then the Victorian School Building
Authority would be in a position to discuss a potential interim use of the site with Mr Rendell and the Men’s
Shed group, while the site is being prepared for disposal in accordance with relevant government policy.
I hope this information is of assistance.

WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (18 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Following a significant fire at a Coolaroo recycling facility in July 2017, the Victorian Government
establishing the waste management policy to improve safety standards at Victorian waste and resource
recovery facilities
The policy gives the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) a stronger role in regulating resource recovery
facilities to support Victoria’s fire services and local governments.
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The Andrews Labor Government established the Resource Recovery Facilities Audit Taskforce to inspect
resource recovery facilities across the state. The taskforce comprises representatives from the EPA, the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, fire services agencies, WorkSafe and the Emergency
Management Commissioner. The taskforce has completed 586 inspections of 164 sites of concern, serving
176 remedial notices and 34 sanctions as a result.
Victoria’s new environment protection legislation, coming into effect in July 2020, will modernise the EPA’s
investigation and inquiry powers and strengthen penalties for non-compliance with the law. Under the new
legislation, anyone dealing with industrial waste must ensure it only goes to premises lawfully authorised to
receive it.
The Victorian Government has substantially increased the EPA’s funding to support its transformation and
the introduction of the new environmental protection legislation. Include a $5.5 million investment in GPS
electronic waste tracking technology This will deliver improved oversight of the movement and receipt of
waste and support the crackdown on illegal storage of chemical waste.

GOLD ROYALTY
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18 June 2019)
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism, Sport
and Major Events, Minister for Racing):
I thank the Member for raising her concerns regarding the gold royalty.
The matter raised falls within the portfolio responsibilities of the Minister for Resources, the Hon Jaclyn
Symes MP.

SOUTH MELBOURNE PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL SOUND FIELD SYSTEM
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
On Thursday 20 June 2019, the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) sent a consultant to South
Melbourne Primary School to install a Roger Phonak sound field system. The consultant was required to
ensure the hearing technology was compatible and synced with Lucas’ personal assistive listening device.
As part of the installation, the consultant provided a demonstration and staff training to ensure that the
equipment was fully operational for Lucas and his teaching staff. The VSBA will organise a further visit,
during the first week of Term 3, to provide follow-up training and ensure all teaching staff are able to use the
technology to the best advantage within the school.
I am advised that the VSBA also contacted with Lucas’s supporting visiting teacher. She will attend the school
to ensure its leadership and teaching staff are fully supported to engage in best-practice, through curriculum
and pedagogy. This support will be for Lucas, his peers within the classroom, teaching staff and the school
leadership team.
I trust this information is of assistance.

LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (19 June 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
This matter more appropriately sits with the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, as Minister responsible for
Level Crossing Removal Project.
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SHEPPARTON EDUCATION PLAN
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (19 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to ensuring every student in Greater Shepparton has access to
a great school and is supported to achieve excellence in their education. Stage one of the Shepparton
Education Plan is focused on secondary education and future stages of the Plan will focus on early childhood,
primary and post-secondary education.
Through extensive consultation over the last two years, incorporating face-to-face and online mechanisms,
the Greater Shepparton community told us that significant change was needed and that a new secondary
school model would deliver better outcomes for all students, with a single-campus secondary school model
being the strongest option. The single school will ensure every student has access to a broader range of
subjects, dedicated health and wellbeing teams, and increased training opportunities and educational
pathways.
The Government is committed to the Shepparton Education Plan, which will deliver an innovative educational
environment to empower students in the region to learn and achieve. The 2018-19 State Budget allocated
$20.5 million to the Shepparton Education Plan to progress the secondary school merger including finalisation
of the secondary school design, demolition and site preparation works. This funding also includes the
construction of an integrated Early Learning Centre at Mooroopna.
The amount of work required to bring about this transformation is significant. As planning continues for the
new college, three of the existing secondary school sites will continue as campuses, while construction begins
at the current Shepparton High School site. The Department of Education and Training is working with the
community and other relevant government agencies to carefully plan the transition to a single school model,
including transport requirements for those students who will attend a different campus next year, to minimise
disruption.
In May 2019, I announced a uniform support package to assist with the transition to a single school model.
The uniform is currently being designed with input from students and parents from all four secondary schools
to support a shared identity and build school pride.
The Department will continue to listen to and work with the community to ensure the new Greater Shepparton
College (interim name) meets education, wellbeing and school infrastructure needs.

LONELINESS
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (19 June 2019)
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for Creative
Industries):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to supporting thriving local communities and ensuring
Victorians are connected, included and able to fully participate in community life. Social connectedness is
important because we need meaningful relationships for our health and wellbeing–to feel we belong, to be
accepted, to feel trust in others and that we are contributing to society.
Conversely, evidence shows that loneliness is a growing issue that presents health, wellbeing and social
challenges. As the Member for Northern Metropolitan has noted, this is highlighted in the UK’s whole of
government strategy A connected society: a strategy for tackling loneliness—laying the foundations for
change. In the Victorian context, the 2016 report of the Commissioner for Senior Victorians Ageing is
everyone’s business—a report into social isolation and loneliness among senior Victorians identified that at
any one point in time, between seven and 12 per cent of older people experience chronic loneliness. As the
Member has outlined, the negative health impacts are significant with loneliness now considered a global
public health issue.
The Government invests in initiatives to address social disconnection, like loneliness and social isolation. For
example, the Strengthening Seniors Inclusion and Participation program provided grants to local government
areas to lead agencies to work with community-based organisations on projects to improve the local reach
and response to isolated and lonely older people. Building on the success of the earlier projects, in 2019 new
initiatives under this program will focus on culturally diverse and LGBTI seniors. A new online toolbox
provides resources to enable organisations to replicate successful projects.
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The Government also provides funding to community organisations across Victoria, such as neighbourhood
houses, universities of the third age, and men’s sheds, that are recognised for their work with isolated and
lonely community members. They deliver a range of social, recreational and support activities that bring
people together and create better connected local communities.

EPPING AND THOMASTOWN ROAD SAFETY
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (19 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
As a part of Towards Zero 2016-2020—Victoria’s Road Safety Strategy and Action Plan, raised intersections
have been recently installed in Epping and Thomastown to encourage drivers to reduce their speed when
travelling through intersections.
In Victoria, 28 per cent of fatalities and 41 per cent of serious injuries occur at intersections. By raising the
intersections, drivers are encouraged to travel at slower speeds thereby reducing the likelihood and severity
of crashes if they do occur, for all road users.
The decision to use raised intersections as a road safety upgrade was informed by established road safety
research. Some of the key literature that informed the use of this road safety upgrade include:
1.

2.

Fortuijn, L.G.H., Carton, P.J. & Feddes, BJ. (2005). Safety impact of raised stop bars on
distributor roads. CROW. Ede, The Netherlands.
•

Evidence demonstrates that traffic signals aim to reduce the amount of conflict between
vehicles however, are not adequate in terms of preventing all serious incidents. Therefore, the
only way to further improve road safety is to reduce vehicle speed when travelling through
the intersection.

•

The research examined 40 interactions that included signalised and priority intersections. The
study results found that a raised platform has a very positive effect on road safety outcomes
and that physically reducing vehicle speeds provided a measured reduction in casualty crashes
of 40–50% at signalised intersections.

Candappa, N,, Colobong, R., & Bui, B. (2016). The use of a safety platform at an intersection to
align approach speeds with safe system: an Australian-first innovative trial. In Australasian Road
Safety Conference, 2016, Canberra, ACT, Australia.
•

The report evaluated the raised intersection trial site in Belmont, Victoria.

•

The trial design was to reduce the approach speed by a combined treatment of traffic signals,
speed limit reduction and the Safety Platform.

•

The evaluation results indicated reductions in travel speeds through the trial site when
compared to control locations.

•

Raised intersections are well suited to urban arterial roads where there is a need to cater for
the high volumes of traffic, including pedestrians and cyclists and for public transport access.

•

Raised intersections are appropriate when the main objective is to reduce crash severity and
likelihood without high expenditure. Operational impacts of the treatment are intended to be
minimal.

CAMPING REGULATION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (19 June 2019)
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning):
The Victorian Government is aware of the growing trend of farmers opening their land for camping and the
value this has for both farmers and campers. Farm camping can provide extra revenue for farmers and can
offer a basic camping experience for those who are looking for something different to traditional caravan
parks.
In Victoria, the term ‘caravan park’ has a specific meaning defined in the Residential Tenancies Act 1997.
Any area of land will fall within the definition of caravan park if any movable dwellings (including caravans
and tents) are placed on that land and people are charged to occupy those dwellings overnight. In many cases,
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farm camping can be defined as a ‘caravan park’ and must comply with the requirements outlined in the
Residential Tenancies (Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings Registration and Standards) Regulations 2010.
The regulations apply to a diverse range of caravan parks ranging from bush camp sites to residential parks
designed to cater for permanent residents. The regulations set out requirements that ensure people can use or
reside in caravan parks in Victoria safely and with confidence, regardless of the type of park. The regulations
include standards to make sure that caravan parks are prepared for emergencies in the case of a bushfire, flood
or other disaster. They also require certain facilities to ensure that people have access to basic amenities. Local
councils have responsibility for enforcing these regulations within their municipality.
The regulations are due to expire next year. They are currently being reviewed to ensure they remain effective
and make any necessary updates or changes without imposing unnecessary burden. The review process will
run throughout 2019 into early 2020 with the new regulations to be made by June 2020.
An initial consultation paper was released for public consultation between 23 May and 23 June 2019.
Feedback was sought on the registration process, health and safety risks, provision of facilities, and a proposal
to introduce a specific category of registration for bush camping which would acknowledge the different
nature of these campsites and expectations of campers.
The government will continue to consult with stakeholders from all parts of the industry throughout the
regulatory review process. Any proposals to amend the regulations will be assessed through a regulatory
impact statement, which be subject to public consultation before any new regulations are made.

DROUGHT RELIEF
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (19 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government has announced $45.754 million in targeted support for farm businesses and rural
communities affected by drought and dry conditions.
This includes $19.637 million for the On-Farm Infrastructure Support Grants, $6.627 million for the Farm
Business Assistance program and the Farm Support Fund and $2 million for the Pasture Recovery and
Management Grant program.
The On-Farm Infrastructure Support Grants and Pasture Recovery and Management Grants will be available
until the funding is expended.
The Farm Business Assistance program which includes the Farm Support Fund has been extended and will
be available until 31 July 2019.
Agriculture Victoria is communicating with farmers so they know about the support available to them and
the closing dates.
The Victorian Government will continue to monitor seasonal conditions and engage with councils and local
communities to deliver timely and appropriate support as needed.

FOX CONTROL
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (19 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
The Victorian Government recognises the impact that foxes have on the farming community, environment,
and the economy more broadly.
The fox bounty is not intended to cover all costs associated with control work carried out by shooters. While
it does help to offset some of the expenses incurred and may encourage hunters to go to additional effort to
control foxes, it doesn’t, nor was it intended to, serve as a measure to cover all costs associated with people
participating in the bounty.
The current bounty program is scheduled to be in place until 30 June 2020. Consideration of any new bounty
program, and all associated elements, including payment details, will occur closer to that time.
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FEDERATION VILLAGE, ALBION, TRAFFIC LIGHTS
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (19 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
It has been a tragic start to the year on Victorian roads and the State Government is urging everyone to look
out for one another on the road. I am sorry to hear about the recent fatal crash that occurred along Ballarat
Road and my thoughts are with family and friends affected.
During 2018, VicRoads (now the Department of Transport) (DoT) worked with the Brimbank City Council,
Victoria Police and other stakeholders to investigate ways to improve safety and access for all road users
along this part of Ballarat Road. This resulted in a recommendation to install traffic lights at several
intersections along Ballarat Road, specifically at Hulett Street, Perth Avenue and Chatsworth Avenue (located
just west of Reid Street).
DoT has recently identified some short-term treatments to improve safety and will implement these shortly.
Furthermore, funding for the installation of traffic lights along Ballarat Road will be considered in the context
of the other priorities across the state.

CARDINIA ROAD, PAKENHAM, LEVEL CROSSING
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (19 June 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
The Andrews Labor Government has got on with the job of removing nine dangerous level crossings already
along the Pakenham line. The Cardinia Road level crossing is one of 17 crossings to be removed along this
line and was identified as a road-over-rail solution based on technical engineering investigations.
I am pleased to advise that the Level Crossing Removal Project is continuing to work extensively with local
residents, traders and community groups, and recently hosted a series of community engagement sessions
both online and face to face. Initial feedback from the community is that they would like the level crossing
removed as quickly as possible.
Council, residents, and community groups will continue to be engaged with on various design elements of
the project as designs develop, including walking and cycling connections, visual amenity and landscaping
opportunities.
I am aware that the Liberal Party delayed the removal of the level crossing at Cardinia Road until after 2023
in its election costings; however, this Government has rejected the Liberal Party’s preferred approach.

WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (19 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The government will consider the role of waste to energy technologies as an alternative to landfill in Victoria
as part of the circular economy policy.
You can read the Circular Economy issues paper and share your views at engage.vic.gov.au/circulareconomy.

POLICE RESOURCES
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
As you are aware, this Victorian Government has invested a record $2 billion in Victoria Police to provide
them with the resources, personnel, infrastructure, laws, equipment and technology they need to keep
Victorians safe. This includes deploying an additional 3,135 police officers, on top of attrition, by 2022.
The Staffing Allocation Model (SAM) was developed by Victoria Police, in consultation with the Police
Association of Victoria, and determines the location and deployment of police officers to areas of highest
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need. This approach is endorsed by the government to safeguard the operational independence of Victoria
Police and to ensure resourcing is determined by policing expertise and evidence.
Residents in Melbourne’s northern suburbs are covered by five policing divisions - Melbourne, Westgate,
Brimbank, Fawkner and Diamond Creek. In the most recent allocation, between May 2018 and April 2019,
these five divisions received 76 general frontline officers. The current roll-out started in May 2019 and will
see 709 newly-trained and recruited officers deployed across the state by April 2020. Of the 709 new officers,
the North West Metro Region will receive an additional 69 general frontline officers.
This government continues to focus on family violence. In the last round, 44 family violence specialist officers
were deployed in the North West Metro Region. An additional 71 of these officers will service the Region by
April 2020.

WESTERN VICTORIA RAIL SERVICES
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (20 June 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering better digital connectivity across Victoria’s public transport
network.
We are investing in improved mobile phone coverage on regional train lines, to deliver better SMS, voice and
data services for passengers on the Traralgon, Geelong, Bendigo, Seymour and Ballarat lines. The Regional
Rail Connectivity Project has already seen every VLocity train fitted with mobile phone signal boosters. New
mobile phone towers are being constructed. The project is being delivered with the help of Telstra, Vodafone
and Optus. There are currently no further plans to provide wi-fi coverage on other services.

WIRE ROPE BARRIERS
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (20 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I thank the member for her question.
There is no evidence to suggest wire rope barriers have an impact on compliance with Road Rule 79A.
When approaching a stationary police or emergency vehicle with flashing lights, Road Rule 79A requires
drivers and riders to slow down in a safe manner and pass at 40 km/h. This obligation applies independent of
the presence of roadside structures such as wire rope barriers.

GREATER GLIDER RECOVERY ACTION PLAN
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Work has commenced on the protection of Greater Gliders. In March 2018, I announced two measures to
reduce the impact of timber harvesting on Greater Gliders: the protection of all large old trees greater than
2.5 metres in diameter from timber harvesting throughout State forest; and the protection of approximately
2,500 hectares of important habitat in East Gippsland (the Kuark Forest).
Greater Glider surveys have also been undertaken across the state to establish a better information base on
which actions can be based:
•

The Forest Protection Survey Program is assessing timber harvesting coupes for the presence of
key threatened species including the Greater Glider;

•

Landscape Scale Survey Program is occurring across eastern Victoria gathering new data to
support Regional Forest Agreement modernisation; and

•

The Arthur Rylah Institute has undertaken surveys for the Greater Glider in the Strathbogie Ranges
and, in February 2019, released a scientific report revealing more about the importance of this area.

Under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act), the development of an Action Statement for the
Greater Glider is the responsibility of the Secretary of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning. A draft action statement is currently being finalised. This will set out protection measures for the
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Greater Glider and consider these new survey recordings of the Greater Glider as well as further scientific
research on this species.
In addition, on 18 June 2019 I introduced the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Bill 2019 into
parliament. The proposed amendments to the FFG Act will ensure the Act provides stronger and more
effective protection for Victoria’s native species and their important habitats.

WILLIAMSTOWN BAY AND RIVER CRUISES
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Commercial vessel operators have been part of the fabric of the Lower Yarra River for many years, and I
recognise and appreciate that Williamstown Bay and River Cruises has been a longstanding operator on the
Yarra River.
In accordance with the Leasing Policy for Victorian Crown Land (2018), Parks Victoria recently ran an EOI
process for 10-year berthing licences on the Yarra River. While Williamstown Bay and River Cruises
(WBRC) was unsuccessful in obtaining an exclusive berth in this Expression of Interest (EOI) process; this
does not exclude WBRC from operating on the Yarra River. WBRC can utilise any of the six pick up and
drop off commercial berths available.
Parks Victoria’s competitive allocation process was transparent, equitable and overseen by an independent
probity advisor. Strict probity principles were applied throughout the development, assessment and final berth
allocation of the 11 exclusive commercial berths across four locations.
The EOI process sought an engaging mix of commercial vessel operators, offering a range of experiences
across the 11 berths. The final allocation represents operators and products for visitors to the Yarra River,
supporting Melbourne’s role as a leading world city.
The EOI was assessed against weighted evaluation criteria, and all applicants were assessed against how they
addressed the evaluation criteria.
One of the evaluation criteria required applicants to demonstrate how their proposal will cater to visitors of
all abilities. Four out of the five operators who were awarded licenses at Southgate Wharf and Federation
Wharf have advised they can provide accessible services.

ROAD SAFETY CAMERAS
In reply to Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
This matter does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities. You may wish to raise your question with the
Minister for Police, the Hon Lisa Neville MP.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (20 June 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
Thank you to the Member for Western Victoria for her question regarding the role and requirements of the
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of a council to provide information to councillors.
Under the current Local Government Act 1989, the CEO of a council is responsible for managing the
organisational structure of the council, ensuring that council decisions are implemented, the day to day
management of the council’s operations and providing advice to council. The CEO is appointed by the council
and the council is responsible for managing the performance of its CEO.
The Victorian Government has announced its intention to introduce a Local Government Bill 2019 into the
Parliament that is designed to revitalise local democracy and strengthen council governance. The proposed
Local Government Bill 2019 will be in substantially the same form as the 2018 Bill with the addition of six
new proposed reforms.
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Among these reforms are new requirements for candidates to attend training on the role of a councillor prior
to running for council election and new requirements for incoming councillors to attend induction training.
This will ensure that councillors fully understand their obligations and are equipped with the knowledge and
skills to perform the role.

DIAMOND VALLEY SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL SCHOOL
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
The Andrews Labor Government is building the Education State so that every Victorian has the opportunity
to receive a great education and every community has access to a great school. Through the past five State
Budgets, $5.6 billion has been allocated to improve classrooms, upgrade facilities and build new schools
across the State.
Diamond Valley Special Developmental School offers an outstanding example of the care and instruction
provided to students with disabilities. It is crucial that we provide the facilities and resources to enable all
students, regardless of ability, to fully participate and develop in their educational journeys. We have
continuously demonstrated our support for inclusive education over the past five State Budgets. As you
mentioned, the school was allocated $75,000 for the recent completion of an all-abilities playground in the
2017-18 State Budget.
To ensure that we have up-to-date data regarding the physical condition of our State’s learning environments,
the Department of Education and Training is undertaking a five-year Rolling Facilities Evaluation (RFE) of
all government schools. The RFE will help identify the school’s maintenance needs. It will further update
earlier condition records and inform our future investment decisions.
As an indication of the priority accorded to the school, the school was assessed in May 2019 and the
Department will now work with it to develop a five-year School Maintenance Plan. The plan will focus on
issues identified through the RFE assessment report, and establish a program of maintenance activities to
prevent their recurrence and support the upkeep of its facilities. In support of this goal, I can advise that the
school received $8,500 for Bushfire Vegetation Clearance through the Department’s 2018-19 Planned
Maintenance Program.
I want to thank you for your advocacy on behalf of the school community and for your invitation to see the
great work it does. I would be delighted to visit the school, when my schedule permits.

NORTH RICHMOND SUPERVISED INJECTING FACILITY
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (20 June 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
The crime statistics released by the independent Crime Statistics Agency (CSA) show that police routinely
record offences that occur in the area defined as Richmond as the general postcode 3121. This recording
practice has not changed. While a small number of these offences are additionally recorded in more specific
detail as occurring in Richmond East, Richmond South or Richmond North, CSA advises that postcode 3121
includes all offence data in Richmond, including the area known as Richmond North and is therefore the
appropriate dataset to reference for this area.
Postcode 3121 shows that for the year to March 2019 there were 4,550 total offences, a reduction of 8 per
cent compared to 2018. This includes 406 drug offences detected in the area, a decrease of 12 per cent
compared to 2018.
These figures show that while Victoria Police continue to take offending extremely seriously and are making
arrests where offending is detected, there has not been an increase in general or drug crime in the local area
following the commencement of the medically supervised injecting room (MSIR) trial.
The community can be assured that Victoria Police’s priority is making sure people are safe and feel safe in
Richmond and across the City of Yarra. This includes targeting drug possession, use and trafficking offences
in the area around the MSIR, in line with Victoria Police operational procedures.
Police conduct daily foot patrols along Victoria Street to engage with shop owners and residents and detect
and deter any criminal activity. These patrols are regularly supported by specialist units such as the Mounted
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Branch, Transit Safety Division, Bicycle Patrol and Highway Patrol to boost visibility and provide
reassurance to the community.
Several ongoing operations are also running to target crime, particularly illicit drug issues, across the City of
Yarra. These have recently resulted in arrests for both trafficking and the possession of illicit drugs in
Richmond.

GOLD ROYALTY
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (20 June 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
Thank you for your question Mr Quilty. I agree with your view that Victoria is a great place for gold mining
and I too recognise the important contribution that gold mining makes to Victoria’s regional economy.
However, I disagree with the notion that removing the exemption on gold was done without the community
in mind—Victoria’s mineral resources belong to all Victorians, royalties ensure the broader community
receives an adequate return from the development of resources.
As you identified, mining plays an important role in Victoria’s regional economy. On that, I am pleased to
report that the state’s resources sector is booming. The number of jobs in the sector is increasing, more gold
is being found year-on-year and more companies are investing their resources in the regions to explore for
new deposits to develop.
To your final point on the operation of the department, this government clearly understands the importance
of a well-functioning regulatory system. That is why $2.3 million was allocated in the 2018-19 State Budget
to support the State of Discovery: Mineral Resources Strategy 2018-23 to grow confident communities, drive
investment attraction, encourage responsible mining, and promote Victoria as a global mining hub.
Further, the work program of the department includes specific initiatives to streamline regulatory processes,
including:
•

Introduction of a new pathway for administrative updates to previously approved work plans,
called ‘notifications’, whereas previously a lengthy statutory process for work plan variations was
required;

•

New guidance to help industry prepare high quality applications;

•

A new risk framework to assess operations and a menu of example best practice controls and
templates, to focus regulatory effort where it is needed most;

•

New standard operating procedures to support more consistent regulatory practice;

•

Work to improve regulatory coordination across government by focusing on intersections with the
planning system.

Because of these improvements, regulatory assessments within statutory timeframes have increased from
78 per cent for the year to June 2018 to 99 per cent for the nine months to March 2019.

