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Thursday, 30 May 2019
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (09:35): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past and present and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament this week.
Petitions
Following petition presented to house:
CHURCH SQUARE, ST KILDA
Legislative Council Electronic Petition
The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
cultural visitors to Victoria in 2017 injected almost $2 billion into our economy, an 88 per cent increase since
2013. Yet, from 2008 to 2015, the income of art practitioners across all art forms decreased by 4.2 per cent.
After six years of study for basic qualifications, 60 per cent of professional artists earn less than $10,000 per
year from creative work and 42 per cent commit to four more years for higher qualifications and earn the
same. With supplemented income, professional artists across all art forms earn a median of $42,200.
Comparable qualifications see managers earn $69,500, and accountants, lawyers and teachers earn $73,400.
After working a 45-hour week, visual artists end up $2,000 below the poverty line before living costs, such
as rent. We applaud the $2 billion injection into our economy by cultural visitors, but cannot ignore the gross
inequity. Creative arts are the foundation of this cultural wealth, yet artists live on the poverty line.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Government to pledge a financial
commitment to the not-for-profit redevelopment project by Artefact Church Square to save the green space
behind Christ Church, St Kilda and invest in infrastructure for this space that includes an arts library, art
therapy centre and independent office of research for improving income and employment outcomes for artists
in compliance with departmental determinations of creative excellence.

By Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (53 signatures).
Laid on table.
Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Auditor-General’s Reports on—
Results of 2018 Audits: Technical and Further Education Institutes, May 2019 (Ordered to be published).
Results of 2018 Audits: Universities, May 2019 (Ordered to be published).
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule No. 34.

Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notice given.
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ADJOURNMENT
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:39): I move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until 12 noon on Tuesday, 4 June 2019.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
LEGAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES COMMITTEE
Membership
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:39): I move, by leave:
That Mr Grimley be a participating member of the Standing Committee on Legal and Social Issues.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
RAMADAN
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (09:40): Assalamu alaikum. I rise to offer my thanks
to the Islamic community, particularly in Melbourne’s north, for the holy month of Ramadan, which
is a time of deep significance on the Muslim calendar. It is a time to practice selflessness, to reflect, to
show compassion and to reach out to others. These values speak to us all. In particular I would like to
thank the Australian Intercultural Society and Ahmet Keskin for his leadership, the Muslim Welfare
Trust and Mr Muhammad Mehio, the Commonwealth Bank and Hass Mustafa for his iftar dinner, the
Australian Turkish community and Dr Ali Gur, Sirius College and executive principal Halid Serdar
Takimoglu and La Trobe University vice-chancellor John Dewar for all hosting wonderful iftar
dinners during the holy month of Ramadan. The Muslim community in Melbourne contributes
enormously to our diverse and cohesive society. We are fortunate to be able to observe and share in
the traditions in Melbourne’s north of many faiths. The Muslim community makes a great contribution
to Melbourne’s great cultural mix. To our Muslim community in Melbourne’s north and across
Victoria, I say shukran jazilan.
YOUNG ACHIEVER AWARDS
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (09:41): The Young Achiever Awards acknowledge the
positive achievements of young people throughout Australia. The awards gala presentation for
Victoria was held on 10 May, and I am very pleased to congratulate the finalists from Northern
Victoria Region who were recognised for their achievements across a variety of fields but all of whom
demonstrate vision, commitment, pride and positive role modelling: Dellareece Matson of Kilmore
for persevering with her community services study under considerable strain; Georgia Leutner of
Mildura and Claudia Cox of Berriwillock for their extensive volunteer work; Dr Zara La Roche from
Wangaratta for her work in promoting primary care and health issues; Roland Touzel of Wodonga,
who has achieved great things as a supported employee; the Mitchell Shire Youth Council for
outstanding youth engagement work; Daniel Wilson of Maldon for his work on the EcoPrinting
Project; Skye Kinder of Bendigo, whose work is dedicated to improving the health of rural and
marginalised patients; and Cameron Sibejin of Diamond Creek for his CFA volunteer work.
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KYLE MICHEL
Ms MAXWELL: Separately I also pay tribute to 23-year-old Kyle Michel from Shepparton,
whose latest accomplishment in a glittering amateur golf career is to remain Victoria’s only undefeated
player as he and the state recently clinched a third consecutive Australian Amateur Championship
team title.
DIMITRIS ‘TAKIS’ GOGOS
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(09:42): I rise today to pay tribute to the founder of the largest Greek Australian newspaper, Neos
Kosmos, and a pioneer of multicultural journalism. Dimitris Gogos, known to everybody as Takis,
recently passed away at the age of 88.
Takis was born on 13 February 1931 on the island of Chios. His parents were refugees from Asia
Minor. He immigrated to Melbourne in 1950 and worked initially at General Motors Holden before
turning his sights to journalism. Takis founded Neos Kosmos in 1957 and went on to become one of
the most influential and respected members of Victoria’s Greek community. He built up Neos Kosmos
to be the most successful non-English Australian newspaper. He was a stout defender and campaigner
for social justice and migrant equality and held an unwavering commitment to his community. The
story of Greek migration to Victoria is a long one, and Takis understood that by providing a record of
significant events, challenges and success stories the community would maintain a connection to its
history and to its culture. Neos Kosmos has gone on to establish an archiving project to preserve and
make accessible all of its archives to the broader community through its website.
Takis helped to establish Greek organisations like Pronia and Fronditha, using the newspaper’s early
offices for fundraising. He worked tirelessly to ensure that Hellenism not only survived but thrived in
Victoria. His newspaper has been such a fundamental part of so many Greek Victorians’ lives and
continues to be for our younger generations as well. I express my deepest condolences to his family—
to his children, George, Tania and Christopher, and their families—as well as to his colleagues at Neos
Kosmos. May he rest in peace.
EPWORTH RICHMOND
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (09:44): My members statement today references our
healthcare sector, and in rising I want to apologise for my absence due to hospitalisation in the
extended sitting week, which emerged when the state budget was moved to this week, obviously after
the federal election. My thanks for your many messages of support.
I rise to pay tribute to the exceptional nursing care I received at Epworth Richmond during my twoweek stay. I am also immensely grateful for the outstanding skills of my surgeon, Dr Alex Wong. All
too often our service deliverers are at the receiving end of criticism and complaints. I want to pay
tribute to those at the front line of health care in this excellent hospital. The care I received was
faultless, and I wish to congratulate the management of Epworth Richmond for the way in which that
hospital is run. All staff, whether nursing, catering or cleaning, were incredibly polite, patient,
experienced and caring. It was also noticeable how diligent the senior staff were in their mentoring
and teaching of young students. Thank you, Epworth Richmond, and your staff, surgeons and
anaesthetists.
I am also aware of the very glowing reports that Epworth in Geelong receives, especially in their
emergency department. I can quite clearly see that the patients of Epworth hospitals are in very good
hands.
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COLIN CAMPBELL
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (09:46): I rise today to acknowledge the passing of fourth-generation
winemaker and champion of the north-east Colin Campbell. Colin was a friend and valued contributor
to both the Australian wine and the Rutherglen tourism industries. In 1970 Colin launched the Bobbie
Burns shiraz, which has come to epitomise the best of Australian varietal and put Rutherglen on the
map for red wine. Colin’s lifelong passion was to see Rutherglen muscat recognised worldwide as the
unique wine of Australia. He founded the Muscat of Rutherglen Network, which devised a
classification system in 1998 which is now used throughout Australia. He led the way in repackaging
muscat in clear glass.
Colin’s ultimate accolade was in 2010 when Campbells Merchant Prince Rare Rutherglen Muscat
became the first wine in Australia’s history to gain a perfect score from the world’s most authoritative
wine journal, the Wine Spectator magazine. Colin was a board member of the Winemakers Federation
of Australia and a recipient of many honours, including an Order of Australia, and he was a life
member of the Australian wine industry. Colin worked tirelessly to promote and raise the profile of
Rutherglen to the tourism destination that it is today.
I regularly took calls from Colin. He had great ideas about promoting the region, and he always liked
to talk about wine. His contribution to the Australian wine industry will be valued for many years to
come. His legacy will continue in the hands of his brother Malcolm and three daughters, Jane, Susie
and Julie. My heartfelt condolences go out to his wife, Prue, and the entire extended Campbell family,
which also includes Ken Jasper, a former member of the other place.
GOLD ROYALTY
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (09:47): Victoria was built on gold, and we now have a reviving
gold industry leading economic recovery in the regions. I rise today to note that on top of all the other
taxes, the government has imposed a new tax on gold. They have done this without consulting any
people who would be affected, including 600 employees, and their families, of the Fosterville gold
mine near Bendigo in my region. If the aim of the government was to stop wealth creation in regional
Victoria, they would deserve the highest commendation. Having nobbled the timber industry by
locking up timber reserves and hamstrung farmers by taking away their water, they have now decided
to put marginal gold mines out of business.
Time, perhaps, for a history lesson. I remind the Victorian government it once attempted a similar
stunt near Bendigo in 1854, raising taxes on miners. We remember this as the Eureka Stockade. A
ringleader of the rebellion, Peter Lalor, went on to become a member of this Parliament. Mr Lalor
knew that regional Victorians could only be pushed so far. I am here to remind you that not all that
much has changed in regional Victoria.
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION SPORTING CLUBS
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (09:49): Last weekend I was very pleased to join the Bannockburn community in opening
the Bannockburn Victoria Park netball courts. The completion of two competition-standard netball
courts with new lighting plus undercover seating and fencing was made possible by a $100 000 grant
from the Andrews Labor government’s country football and netball program in partnership with
Golden Plains Shire Council, which contributed $400 000. The Bannockburn Football & Netball Club,
the Tigers, is typical of the active sporting clubs that dot my electorate of Western Victoria Region,
part of the fabric of each town and in many cases going from strength to strength. The Tigers have
more than 500 members. These clubs are focal points in regional communities, with long histories,
and they play a key role in establishing community connectedness, apart from encouraging Victorians
to get active.
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Recently 17 other western Victorian sporting clubs across Warrnambool City, Glenelg, Moyne, Colac
Otway and Corangamite shires have received grants under the sporting club grants program. These
grants are for uses ranging from training coaches, officials and volunteers to improving operational
effectiveness for the football-netball clubs at Tyrendarra and Timboon as well as boosting Aboriginal
participation in sport and purchasing new uniforms and equipment.
Bowls clubs at Macarthur, Allansford and Timboon have received grants, and there were grants to
cricket, Little Athletics, basketball and equitation in the communities of Portland, Port Fairy,
Warrnambool, Simpson, Camperdown, Colac and Apollo Bay. Both programs are part of this
government’s commitment to make sport more accessible and inclusive, to increase local participation,
to stimulate local economies and to build sustainable sport and recreation and volunteer opportunities.
WONTHAGGI LIFE SAVING CLUB
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (09:50): The front page of the South Gippsland SentinelTimes on 14 May says, ‘Who will save us?’, and it is talking about the Wonthaggi Life Saving Club
at Cape Paterson. The state budget revealed that it is certainly not Daniel Andrews and it is certainly
not the new member for Bass, because they have abandoned this wonderful community asset that has
served the Cape Paterson area for decades and decades.
Before the last election Brian Paynter and Brad Battin committed $2 million to help rebuild the
lifesaving club. Since the election, regrettably the lifesaving club has been gutted and destroyed by a
freak storm. The club were hoping that in the state budget there would be money to help them rebuild,
because their buildings are now virtually nothing more than demolition jobs. They do a great job with
their nippers program and a great job in contributing to the local community, and all the Andrews
government can come up with from a $70 billion budget is a few scraps from the table for temporary
buildings this coming summer.
What is needed is capital money, capital support, to help rebuild this club that does so much for the
community. Too many people are drowning on our beaches. Too many people cannot swim. We need
to support those organisations that keep us safe and the Wonthaggi Life Saving Club is one such
organisation. I call on Daniel Andrews and Ms Crugnale, the member for Bass, to take action and help
this club rebuild.
WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (09:52): I was delighted on 14 May to represent the
Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio, Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, at the formal
opening of the Sacyr south-eastern Melbourne composting facility in Dandenong South. The need for
this facility is that there is an increasing demand for organic waste recycling capacity. The
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Implementation Plan has a target of 400 000 tonnes of
waste per year by 2021 and 600 000 tonnes worth of capacity by 2026.
Sacyr, along with Cleanaway and Veolia, was awarded a contract following a competitive tendering
process. This critical management project was supported by our Andrews Labor government through
the Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group, which is contracted with eight councils,
including Bayside, Cardinia, Casey, Dandenong, Frankston, Glen Eira, Kingston and Monash, and
kudos to them.
It was incredible to see this magnificent state-of-the-art facility. The facility uses technology known
as in-vessel composting to process green and food waste. The waste material is composted in airtight
concrete chambers where the temperature, moisture and oxygen levels can be controlled. Air from the
chambers is passed through filters to eliminate odours. And all the while this facility is turning organic
waste from residential properties, including meat, bones and dairy—essentially all regular food waste
and green waste—into organic compost which can then be used for agriculture and for local gardens.
The project value is $65 million, and kudos to it. It is great to see this going ahead.
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EMPLOYMENT
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (09:54): As we know, a job is one of the most important things
in life. A job provides dignity. It allows people to keep a roof over their heads, pay their bills and put
food on their table. It also allows people to contribute to the development of this great state. I am very
proud to be part of a government that understands just how important it is to be employed—a
government which, in the last year alone, has enabled an extra 123 000 people to gain employment,
70 per cent of those full-time employment. Because we are a government for all of Victoria, it is great
to see that regional Victoria is also experiencing a jobs boom. In the three months to March an extra
6200 jobs were created.
Under the Andrews Labor government Victoria continues to be the strongest state when it comes to
job creation. That is because we have a clear and definite commitment to creating an economy that in
turn creates jobs. In the last four years of our government—and I think we should all just take a
moment while I say this sentence—461 000 Victorians have found work. The future continues in this
vein with this week’s budget, which continues Labor’s strong infrastructure program—a program that
continues to generate work and apprenticeships and traineeships.
LOUIS FLEYFEL, AO
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (09:55): I recently attended the funeral of my dear friend
Mr Louis Fleyfel, AO, who was also my best man at my wedding. He was a wonderful person who
deservedly received a papal knighthood from His Holiness the Pope and was awarded the Officer of
the Order of Australia medal for his great community good works. He also served as an honorary
consul for Lebanon and was well-known and respected within the Australian Lebanese community. I
offer my deepest condolences to his lovely wife, Carmel, and his loving family. He is a man who will
be greatly missed by all who knew him and by his community, who he served all his life. May you
rest in peace, my friend.
RAMADAN
Mr ELASMAR: On another matter, on 13 May I was delighted to attend the 12th anniversary iftar
dinner in Sydney Road, Coburg. The event was hosted by Dr Mohammad Kheirallah and organised
by the Victorian Lebanese Community Council. As we all know, in the holy period of Ramadan iftar
is when the fast is broken after nightfall. The event was extremely well attended, and it was a most
enjoyable evening. I thank the organisers for their grand efforts in making this occasion so successful.
JOSEPH ISHAK
Mr ELASMAR: On a much lighter note, I was very pleased to welcome, together with my
esteemed parliamentary colleague Mr Cesar Melhem, a visiting Lebanese member of parliament,
Mr Joseph Ishak. His visit was in aid of furthering and fostering closer economic ties to Australia.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (09:57): I move:
That the consideration of notices of motion, government business, 10 to 85, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
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STATE TAXATION ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (09:58): I lay on the table a statement of compatibility with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Charter), I
make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the State Taxation Acts Amendment Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the State Taxation Acts Amendment Bill 2019 (Bill), as introduced to the Legislative Council,
is compatible with the human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
Statement.
Overview
The Bill introduces a number of budget measures, and makes technical amendments to the Duties Act 2000
(Duties Act), the Land Tax Act 2005 (Land Tax Act), the Payroll Tax Act 2007 and the Valuation of Land
Act 1960 (Valuation Act).
Several of the amendments made by the Bill do not engage the human rights listed in the Charter because
they either do not affect natural persons, or they operate beneficially in relation to natural persons. However,
the following amendments have been identified as potentially engaging human rights contained in the Charter:
Duties Act
•

The collection of duty on arrangements where fixtures are acquired independently of the
underlying land.

•

Revising the economic entitlement provisions so that they apply to relevant landholdings rather
than the nature of the landholding entity.

•

Increasing the rate of motor vehicle duty for vehicles that exceed the luxury car tax threshold.

•

Increasing the rate of the Foreign Purchaser Additional Duty.

Land Tax Act
•

Increasing the rate of the Absentee Owner Surcharge.

•

Removing the current exemption from land tax that applies to contiguous land.

Valuation Act
•

Ensuring that properties listed on the Victorian Heritage Register or land on which the removal of
heritage buildings is prohibited will be valued based on their “highest and best use”.

Human rights issues
Right to property: Section 20
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be deprived of his or her property other than in
accordance with law. This right is not limited where there is a law that authorises a deprivation of property,
and that law is adequately accessible, clear and certain, and sufficiently precise to enable a person to regulate
their conduct.
Duties Act amendment—Fixtures
Fixtures that are transferred together with land are generally dutiable as part of the land transfer. However, in
certain circumstances fixtures remain owned by a tenant and may not be charged with duty if they are not
sold as part of the land transfer.
There is a common law basis for charging duty on such transfers; courts have held that an interest in a fixture
is an interest in land. Thus, a sale of a fixture can be a dutiable transaction on the basis that the taxpayer has
acquired an interest in the underlying land, or effected a change in equitable interests in the underlying land.
The Bill makes technical amendments to the Duties Act to codify the common law position. This provides
certainty for taxpayers. Further, the amendments ensure that transfers of fixtures will not be taxable until all
fixtures subject to the same arrangement exceed $2m in unencumbered value (with phasing-in of duty on a
sliding scale to $3m). In essence, fixtures with unencumbered value under $2m will be exempt from duty.
Phasing-in only applies where fixtures are the only dutiable property being acquired. Where fixtures are
transferred along with underlying land, they are taken to be part of that land and thus brought to duty as part
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of normal land transfer duty. The amendments also enable the aggregation of dutiable transactions in relation
to fixtures in order to prevent the structuring of arrangements to evade duty.
To the extent that a natural person/transferee will be affected by the amendments to the Duties Act codifying
the common law position on the dutiable nature of fixtures, and will therefore be required to pay duty on such
transfers, they may be deprived of their property (i.e. money). To the extent that people’s property rights are
affected, any limit is in accordance with the law, which is clearly articulated, not arbitrary, and sufficiently
precise to enable affected natural person taxpayers to inform themselves of their legal obligations and to
regulate their conduct accordingly. It should also be noted that the amendments operate beneficially for the
majority of taxpayers by exempting from duty transfers of fixtures with unencumbered value less than $2m.
Duties Act amendment—Economic entitlement
An “economic entitlement” is an entitlement to participate in the economic benefits of land held by a
landholder without necessarily acquiring an interest in the landholder—for example, an entitlement to the
income, rent, profit or proceeds of sale from the land. The acquisition threshold is met when a party acquires
50 per cent of the economic benefits under the entitlement within a three year period.
The Bill makes technical amendments to the Duties Act to ensure that these provisions are interpreted strictly
in accordance with the underlying policy intent, namely to impose duty on economic entitlements that focus
on the relevant land rather than the nature of the landholding entity.
Further, to discourage taxpayers from contriving arrangements so that they fall just under the threshold and
evade duty, no acquisition threshold will apply. It is highly unlikely that a natural person/transferee will be
affected by these amendments, given the nature of the transactions to which the economic entitlement
provisions apply. However, to the extent that any natural persons will now be unable to evade paying duty on
the acquisition of an economic entitlement as a result of these amendments, such persons may be deprived of
their property. Any deprivation of property arising from the payment of duty under the economic entitlement
provisions is justifiable since these provisions are anti-avoidance in nature. To the extent that people’s
property rights are affected, any limit is in accordance with the law, which is clearly articulated, not arbitrary,
and sufficiently precise to enable affected natural person taxpayers to inform themselves of their legal
obligations and to regulate their conduct accordingly.
Duties Act amendment—Motor Vehicle Duty
The Duties Act charges duty—unless an exemption or concession applies—on the application for registration
or transfer of registration of motor vehicles that have not been previously registered in Victoria. The amount
of duty payable depends on the dutiable value of the vehicle, the type of vehicle, whether it is new or used,
and whether its dutiable value exceeds the luxury car threshold.
The Bill amends the Duties Act by introducing new tax brackets that will increase the motor vehicle duty
payable on new and used cars that exceed the threshold. The new tax brackets will affect natural persons who
buy vehicles that exceed the threshold, since they will be required to pay motor vehicle duty at a rate higher
than that which currently applies. To this extent, the amendments may engage the right to property.
Duties Act amendment—Foreign purchaser additional duty
Foreign purchaser additional duty was introduced in 2015 to improve the affordability of housing for
Victorians by increasing the entry cost for ‘foreign purchasers’ in the Victorian residential housing market.
The Charter implications of these measures were addressed in the Statement of Compatibility accompanying
the State Taxation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2015.
The Bill amends the Duties Act to increase the additional duty rate payable by foreign purchasers by 1%
effective from 1 July 2019. These amendments will affect natural persons who will be required to pay
additional duty at a higher rate than that which currently applies. To this extent, the right to property may be
engaged by this amendment. The increase in the additional duty rate will ensure that foreign purchasers
continue to contribute their fair share towards Victorian infrastructure investment.
Land Tax Act amendment—Absentee owner surcharge
The absentee owner surcharge payable on land owned by absentee owners was introduced in 2015 to address
the impact of absentee ownership of land on housing affordability in Victoria. The 2015 amendments
provided that absentee owners, as defined in the Land Tax Act, were to be liable for a land tax surcharge at
rates prescribed in the Land Tax Act. An absentee owner is defined to include a natural person who is not an
Australian citizen or resident and who does not ordinarily reside in Australia. The Charter implications of
these measures were addressed in the Statement of Compatibility accompanying the State Taxation and Other
Acts Amendment Bill 2015.
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The Bill amends the absentee owner surcharge tax rates. The tax rates for absentee owners of land will
increase by 0.5% effective from the 2020 land tax year. These amendments will affect natural persons who
will be required to pay land tax at a higher rate than that which currently applies. To this extent, the right to
property may be engaged by this amendment.
Land Tax Act amendment—Contiguous land and the principal place of residence exemption
The Bill amends the Land Tax Act to limit the principal place of residence or “PPR” exemption for
contiguous land to regional Victoria. Therefore, where a person owns PPR land that is contiguous with
another parcel of land, the contiguous parcel will only be exempt from land tax if both parcels are located in
regional Victoria. The narrowing of the contiguous land exemption will affect natural persons who own PPR
land in the Melbourne metropolitan region who have previously enjoyed an exemption from land tax for land
contiguous to their PPR land. Such owners will now pay land tax on these contiguous lands. Therefore, the
right to property may be engaged by these amendments.
Valuation Act amendment—valuation of heritage properties
The Land Tax Act imposes land tax on the taxable value of all taxable land owned by a taxpayer as at
31 December of the year preceding the tax year. The taxable value of land for a tax year is the site value of
the land, as at a relevant date set out in the Land Tax Act.
Site value is determined by general valuations or supplementary valuations conducted under the Valuation
Act, by a valuation authority or as requested by the Commissioner of State Revenue. A site value is ordinarily
assessed on the basis that any improvements to land have not been made.
Sections 2(8) and (9)—the “heritage valuation provisions”—were inserted into the Valuation Act to reduce
the values of heritage properties to incentivise owners to continue using those properties for commercial
purposes. However, these provisions have proven problematic; they have been criticised by the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal because they encourage complex and costly litigation, are anachronistic,
and lead to anomalous results such as $1 site value valuations for commercial properties that generate millions
of dollars of income for their owners. Such artificially reduced site value valuations have significant land tax
consequences.
The Bill amends the Valuation Act by repealing the heritage valuation provisions for calculating the site value
of land on which there is a building listed on the Victorian Heritage Register or land where the removal of a
heritage building is prohibited. Repealing the heritage valuation provisions means that heritage-registered
properties will be valued on the “highest and best use” basis that applies consistently to all other commercial
properties, thus preventing anomalous outcomes such as $1 site value valuations. Such site value valuations—
when attributed to highly valuable commercial properties—results in significant land tax leakage, and are
unfair to other commercial property owners who cannot exploit the heritage valuation provisions to minimise
their land tax liabilities. To the extent that a natural person land owner will no longer be able to minimise or
avoid land tax by relying on anomalous site valuation outcomes as a result of the repeal of heritage valuation
provisions of the Valuation Act, they may be deprived of their property since the repeal ensures that the correct
amount of land tax is imposed.
The second amendment to the Valuation Act limits the scope of site value objections, reviews and appeals to
the 2018 revaluation, and subsequent land tax refunds, for taxpayers who advance legal arguments that exploit
the ambiguity of the heritage valuation provisions. These amendments are intended to protect land tax revenue
and prevent substantial tax leakage that could arise if a large volume of objections, review or appeals to the
2018 revaluation were allowed to rely on the impugned heritage valuation provisions.
Is the right to property limited by these amendments?
While the amendments referred to in this Statement arguably engage the right to property to the extent that
they all broaden relevant tax bases, the amendments do not constitute arbitrary deprivations of a natural
person’s property; the imposition of tax in all these circumstances is precisely formulated to ensure that
taxpayers pay the correct amount of tax. The laws will all be adequately accessible, clear and certain, and
sufficiently precise to enable affected natural person taxpayers to inform themselves of their legal obligations
and to regulate their conduct accordingly.
Further, the provisions under which the amendments will operate give taxpayers statutory protection. The
amendments to the Duties Act and the Land Tax Act will be administered under the Taxation Administration
Act 1997 (Taxation Administration Act), which establishes the Commissioner of State Revenue’s powers
and obligations, taxpayers’ rights of objection, review, appeal and recovery, and provides a framework to
protect the confidentiality of tax related information.
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In relation to the Valuation Act amendments, land owners/land tax taxpayers continue to enjoy the protections
provided by the Valuation Act and the Taxation Administration Act including rights of objection, review,
appeal and recovery.
Therefore, affected natural person taxpayers will not be deprived of their property other than in accordance
with the law. The right to property is not limited by these amendments. All the amendments considered in
this Statement are technical in nature, remove ambiguity, and ensure that the State’s taxation laws operate
efficiently and as intended.
Recognition and equality before the law: Section 8(3)
Section 8(3) of the Charter provides that every person is equal before the law and is entitled to the equal
protection of the law without discrimination. Discrimination, under section 6 of the Equal Opportunity
Act 2010, includes discrimination on the basis of race, which is defined to include differentiation based on a
person’s nationality or national origin.
Duties Act Amendment—Foreign purchaser additional duty
Amendments to increase the additional duty rate may engage section 8(3) of the Charter to the extent that
they apply to a foreign purchaser of Victorian land. Under the Duties Act, a ‘foreign purchaser’ includes a
‘foreign natural person’, defined to be a person who is not an Australian citizen or permanent resident of
Australia (including a citizen of New Zealand).
Land Tax Act—Absentee owner surcharge
Amendments to increase the surcharge rates may engage section 8(3) of the Charter to the extent that they
apply to an absentee owner by virtue of that person being a natural person absentee (i.e., a natural person who
is not an Australian citizen or resident and who does not ordinarily reside in Australia).
Is the right to equality limited by these amendments?
It is arguable that simple variations to the tax rate of measures already in force is contemplated and provided
for under the existing legislation. On this basis, the amendments to the Duties Act and the Land Tax Act do
not limit the section 8(3) rights of affected natural persons.
If, however, the increased rates and the resultant increase in tax liabilities operates to limit the section 8(3)
rights of foreign natural persons and natural person absentees, in my view any limitation on those rights would
be reasonable and justified in accordance with section 7(2) of the Charter because rate increases constitute
technical amendments that implement the underlying purpose of collecting additional duty and the surcharge.
Such differential treatment of foreign natural persons is central to the policy intent of the additional duty and
surcharge measures—which are to improve housing affordability for Victorians and to fund vital
infrastructure by increasing the cost of purchasing and holding land for foreign persons in the Victorian
residential housing market.
Right to fair hearing: Section 24
Section 24 of the Charter provides a right to fair hearing. The second amendment to the Valuation Act
provides that any objection, review or appeal under the Valuation Act to a general or supplementary valuation
of the site value valuation of land, returned on or after 1 January 2018, is to be determined without taking into
account the heritage valuation provisions. That is, the valuation must not be adjusted on the basis that the
heritage valuation provisions of the Valuation Act require the calculation of a lesser site value. By limiting
the scope of valuation objections, reviews or appeals by removing grounds based on the heritage valuation
provisions, reductions in site value would be prevented that would otherwise lead to reassessments and
refunds of land tax by the Commissioner of State Revenue under the Tax Administration Act.
To the extent that the amendments affect natural person land owners, and section 24 of the Charter is engaged
and limited by these provisions, I am satisfied that any such limit would be demonstrably justified. These
amendments have been introduced to prevent anomalous and inequitable outcomes, such as inconsistent
valuations for different lands (including $1 site valuations for commercial property of significant value). Such
site values attributed to highly valuable commercial properties results in significant land tax leakage. This is
particularly unfair to landowners who cannot challenge site valuations for their commercial properties because
the heritage valuation provisions do not apply to their land. It is also not in the public interest for the owners of
valuable commercial property to continue exploiting the inherent ambiguity of the heritage valuation provisions
to minimise or evade what would otherwise be significant land tax liabilities. Any limit on the right is justified
as a revenue protection measure intended to prevent significant tax leakage based on exploitation of ambiguous
statutory language. It also ensures all landowners are treated equally before the law.
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Presumption of innocence—Section 25(1)
Section 25(1) of the Charter provides that a person charged with a criminal offence has the right to be
presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law. The right in section 25(1) is engaged where a
statutory provision shifts the burden of proof onto an accused in a criminal proceeding, so that the accused is
required to prove matters to establish, or raise evidence to suggest, that he or she is not guilty of an offence.
In relation to the Duties Act amendments relating to fixtures, the Bill enables the aggregation of dutiable
transactions in relation to fixtures in order to prevent the structuring of arrangements to evade duty.
To ensure that the Commissioner has all the relevant information needed to correctly assess the duty payable
because of these amendments, the Bill amends an existing provision—section 24(1) of the Duties Act—to
ensure that if a taxpayer fails to disclose all the necessary information, they will be committing a criminal
offence under section 24(6).
A person will not commit an offence if the person has a reasonable excuse for the failure to disclose the details
required by the provision.
Providing a defence of ‘reasonable excuse’ does not transfer the legal burden of proof from the prosecution
to the accused. Once the accused has adduced or pointed to some evidence that would establish the excuse,
the burden is on the prosecution to prove—on the balance of probabilities—the absence of the excuse raised,
as well as each element(s) of the offence beyond reasonable doubt.
The matters that may form the basis of the defence of reasonable excuse will be peculiarly within the
accused’s knowledge. Furthermore, the burdens do not relate to essential elements of the offences and are
only imposed on the accused to raise facts that support the existence of an exception, defence or excuse.
Where a body corporate commits the offence, an officer of the body corporate may raise a defence of due
diligence. Section 130B of the Taxation Administration Act provides that officers of a body corporate will be
liable if the body corporate commits an offence and they have failed to exercise due diligence. Section 130B
does not reverse the onus of proof such that the accused must prove the defence (that they exercised due
diligence) on the balance of probabilities.
The proposed provision ensures that an accused person who has a ‘reasonable excuse’ will escape liability
for what would otherwise be unlawful conduct. The provision of a reasonable excuse defence operates as a
protection against the strict operation of these offence provisions. Therefore, these amendments will not limit
the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.
Retrospectivity: Section 27
Section 27 of the Charter is concerned with the retrospective operation of criminal laws. It provides that a
person has the right not to be prosecuted or punished for things that were not criminal offences at the time
they were committed.
Although the provisions being inserted into the Valuation Act do not amend any criminal laws, I note that they
will apply to objections, reviews and appeals determined after commencement of the repeal of the heritage
valuation provisions, including any objections, reviews or appeals on foot prior to commencement. To the
extent that the proposed provisions will apply to natural persons who have commenced their objection, review
or appeal proceedings to their 2018 revaluation prior to the commencement date, such retrospective operation
is necessary to ensure consistent treatment of landowners/ taxpayers, and to protect the State’s revenue against
the risk of significant leakage arising from the inherent ambiguity of the heritage valuation provisions as in
force at the time those objection, review or appeal proceedings to the 2018 revaluations were lodged.
For these reasons, in my opinion, the provisions of the Bill are compatible with the rights contained in
sections 8(3), 20, 24, 25 and 27 of the Charter.
GAVIN JENNINGS MLC
Special Minister of State
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Second reading
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (09:58): I move:
That the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.

Motion agreed to.
Ms SYMES: I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
I am pleased to introduce this Bill, which amends the Duties Act 2000, Land Tax Act 2005 and Payroll Tax
Act 2007, and which makes important amendments to the Valuation of Land Act 1960.
This Bill delivers 2019–20 Budget initiatives that will support all Victorians and reduce costs for Victorian
businesses. The Bill also amends a number of laws to ensure they support fair and effective revenue
administration.
Budget initiatives
The Bill implements a number of Budget measures that will improve the fairness and sustainability of
Victoria’s tax system, as well as targeted measures to support Victorian businesses in achieving greater
efficiencies and creating jobs.
The Government recognises how important it is to allow businesses to grow and create more jobs. In the
2016–17 Budget the Government introduced a plan to progressively raise the $550,000 tax free threshold for
payroll tax by $25,000 each year until 2019–20. This plan was brought forward in the 2017–18 Budget, such
that the threshold reached $625,000 in 2017–18 and $650,000 in 2018–19. This Bill will further increase the
tax free threshold to $675,000 from 1 July 2021 and $700,000 from 1 July 2022. Every business that pays
payroll tax in Victoria will benefit from these measures. It is estimated that this measure will reduce the
number of businesses paying payroll tax in Victoria by about 700 in 2021–22 and a further 700 in 2022–23,
and provide payroll tax relief of approximately $87 million over the budget and forward estimates period.
The Bill will reduce the payroll tax rate paid by regional Victorian businesses from 2.425 per cent to
1.2125 per cent by 1 July 2022, with reductions of around 0.4 percentage points per year from 1 July 2020.
The Government introduced the regional rate in the 2017–18 Budget at 3.65 per cent—75 per cent of the base
payroll tax rate of 4.85 per cent—to encourage businesses to establish operations in, or relocate to, regional
locations. The Government reduced the regional rate further to 50 per cent of the base rate in the 2018–19
Budget. By 1 July 2022 the regional payroll tax rate will equate to 25 per cent of the base rate.
The Bill also expands the definition of regional employer for the purpose of the reduced rate of payroll tax.
One of the conditions to be considered a ‘regional employer’ includes that the registered business address is
located in regional Victoria (if the employer has an ABN) or the principal place of business is in regional
Victoria. The Bill removes this condition, meaning that any employer that meets the more critical test of
paying 85 per cent or more of its total taxable wages to regional employees will be eligible for the reduced
rate of payroll tax. Accordingly, the regional payroll tax rate will now be available to a larger number of
employers, including those that may be headquartered in Melbourne or outside Victoria, but who primarily
employ regional employees.
Combined, these changes are expected to provide payroll tax relief of approximately $173 million over the
budget and forward estimates period.
To provide further support to regional businesses, the Bill will provide a land transfer duty concession to
commercial and industrial property transactions in regional Victoria. The concession will apply to contracts
entered into from 1 July 2019 as a 10 per cent reduction in the duty otherwise payable for an eligible dutiable
transaction. The reduction will scale up by 10 percentage points each year following 2019–20, to provide a
full 50 per cent discount from 1 July 2023. The commercial or industrial status of a property will be
determined by reference to the Australian Valuation Property Classification Codes. Property that is intended
to be used solely or primarily for commercial, industrial, or extractive industry uses will qualify for the
concession, regardless of its previous use—although to ensure the concession is directed to genuine regional
businesses, purchasers will be required to use the land solely or primarily for commercial or industrial
purposes for a continuous period of at least 12 months, commencing within 2 years of the transfer. This
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measure is estimated to provide duty relief of approximately $69 million over the budget and forward
estimates period.
The Bill will expand the payroll tax exemption available to employees on maternity and adoption leave to
cover any type of paid parental leave from 1 July 2019. This forms part of the Government’s package of
initiatives to support all new parents across Victoria. A payroll tax exemption is currently available for wages
paid to a female employee taking maternity leave in connection with her pregnancy or birth of a child. This
exemption will be expanded to cover up to 14 weeks’ parental leave paid to the primary or secondary
caregiver of a child, regardless of the caregiver’s gender, encouraging employers to offer more parental leave
to their employees. This will give parents a greater opportunity to spend time with their newborn child at such
an important time for their family. This measure is expected to cost approximately $7 million over the budget
forward estimates period.
The Bill reforms the corporate reconstruction duty exemption to encourage the adoption of economically
efficient corporate structures and promote industry and commerce in Victoria. This includes removing the current
three-year post association requirement, which operates as a significant constraint to efficient business
structuring. Eligibility will also be expanded to allow a duty concession on subsequent consolidations. The Bill
will also replace the current duty exemption with a concession. Eligible transactions will pay concessional duty
equal to 10 per cent of the amount otherwise payable, including foreign purchaser additional duty if it applies.
This will allow corporate restructures and consolidations for a relatively low cost to businesses while maintaining
integrity in the tax system and encouraging restructures that improve business efficiency. The measure is
expected to generate around $144 million in duty revenue over the budget and forward estimates period.
The Bill increases the foreign purchaser additional duty rate from 7 per cent to 8 per cent and the absentee
owner land tax surcharge rate from 1.5 per cent to 2 per cent. These changes align Victoria’s surcharges on
foreign property with the rates in New South Wales. These modest increases will generate additional duty
revenue of around $130 million and land tax revenue of around $196 million over the budget and forward
estimates. This measure ensures that foreign property buyers and owners continue to make a fair contribution
towards infrastructure projects in Victoria, to the ultimate benefit of all Victorians.
The Bill will introduce two additional ‘super-luxury’ brackets of motor vehicle duty for all passenger vehicles
valued at above $100,000. Consistent with previous changes made in the 2017–18 Budget, the rates of duty
for used passenger vehicles will also be brought into line with new passenger vehicles of similar value above
the existing luxury car threshold. This measure will generate approximately $246 million over the forward
estimates period to help deliver the Government’s investment in roads and transport infrastructure. The higher
tax brackets will not apply to green cars and primary producer passenger cars valued at above the luxury car
tax threshold. Green cars include passenger vehicles with below-average carbon dioxide emissions, including
electric vehicles, hybrid vehicles and low-emission diesel or petrol vehicles. Primary producers will also
benefit from the concessional rate when acquiring passenger vehicles for the purposes of their business. This
measure does not impact non-passenger vehicles—in particular, utes, dual cabs, panel vans, motorcycles and
heavy vehicles—which already pay a reduced rate of motor vehicle duty compared to passenger vehicles.
The Bill will introduce an exemption from motor vehicle duty for licensed motor car traders that register
service demonstrator vehicles in the course of a retail business. Licensed motor car traders that carry on a
business of retail currently do not pay motor vehicle duty on their trading stock or demonstrator fleet.
Currently, vehicles that are offered to customers while their own vehicle is being serviced with the purpose
of selling a vehicle of the same class—known as service demonstrator vehicles—are not eligible, because
they are not solely or predominantly used as demonstrator vehicles. The Bill introduces a specific exemption
for these vehicles to provide assurance and support to members of the retail automotive industry that use
service demonstrator vehicles in their business. This measure is expected to reduce motor vehicle duty payable
by approximately $12 million over the budget and forward estimates period.
The Bill removes the land tax exemption for land contiguous to a principal place of residence for land in
metropolitan areas. Currently the principal place of residence exemption extends to contiguous land or lands
owned by the same owner on a separate title, where the contiguous land enhances the principal place of
residence land, is used solely for the private benefit and enjoyment of the owner and does not contain a
separate residence. Examples are adjoining land used as a backyard, garden, shedding, a swimming pool or a
tennis court. Removing this exemption from metropolitan areas will discourage land banking within
metropolitan Melbourne and thereby promote the efficient use of urban land. Owners in metropolitan areas
have the option of consolidating titles with their principal place of residence land so that an exemption can
continue to apply to the consolidated land. The exemption will also continue to apply to units or apartments
in metropolitan areas where the contiguous land is a strata-titled car park or storage facility located on a
separate title but in the same complex. This measure is expected to generate revenue of around $43 million
over the budget forward estimates period.
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The Bill responds to the recent Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal decision in ISPT Pty Ltd v
Melbourne CC [2018] VCAT 1647 (known as the ‘GPO case’). Disputes over the valuation of heritage
registered properties have led to significant litigation costs for the Valuer-General and municipal councils. As
the recent GPO case has demonstrated, these disputes have resulted in unrealistic outcomes such as site values
of $1. It is not fair to the rest of the Victorian community that large landowners avoid the payment of land tax
on valuable heritage-registered properties due to this anomaly in the valuation regime. This Bill will bring much
needed clarity to the valuation of these properties by repealing the specific assumptions that currently must be
made when valuing heritage-registered property. This will enable valuers to determine site values for heritageregistered property taking into account its highest and best use on a consistent basis to all other properties. The
amendments will ensure that any objections, reviews and appeals to the site values issued for heritage registered
properties against the 2018 valuations onwards will be considered in light of the amendments being made by
this Bill. This is necessary to ensure consistent treatment of all landowners and to protect the substantial land
tax revenue at risk. The Bill does not remove the normal rights of taxpayers to object to site valuations for
reasons other than those related to the specific heritage valuation provisions being repealed.
General taxation amendments
The Bill makes a number of amendments to Victoria’s laws that will clarify their operation, correct drafting
defects, and remove anomalies that disadvantage taxpayers.
The Bill will make a technical amendment to the definition of public unit trust scheme under the landholder
duty provisions. The definition currently excludes wholesale unit trust schemes and schemes that were at any
time eligible to register as a wholesale unit trust scheme as being a public unit trust scheme. Unit trusts affected
by this restriction are deemed to be private unit trust schemes, meaning they cannot take advantage of the
beneficial tax treatment afforded to public unit trust schemes. The Bill will repeal this anomalous and
unnecessary restriction, bringing Victoria into line with other jurisdictions.
The Bill supports the collection of land transfer duty on fixtures acquired independently of the underlying
land. A fixture is considered tangible property attached to land such that it becomes part of the land. The
Duties Act 2000 operates to charge duty on the transfer of land. Accordingly, duty is charged on fixtures when
they are transferred together with the underlying land and there is equally a legal basis to also charge duty
when fixtures are transferred or sold independently of the underlying land. However, there is a risk that this
latter approach allows for duty to be imposed on transfer of fixtures owned by small businesses. It is not the
Government’s intention to impose duty in these circumstances. Accordingly, the Bill will implement a value
threshold that prevents duty from being imposed on the acquisition of fixtures that are less than $2 million in
overall value. This will apply where the fixtures are the only dutiable property being acquired under an
arrangement. Further, duty will be phased in between values of $2 million and $3 million, meaning that full
duty will only apply when the value of fixtures acquired under the arrangement is $3 million or more. These
amendments will provide much needed clarity and certainty on how land transfer duty applies to fixtures in
Victoria, without impacting on small business.
The Bill also amends the duty provisions regarding the acquisition of economic entitlements in response to the
Victorian Supreme Court case of BPG Caulfield Village Pty Ltd v CSR [2016] VSC 172 (BPG). An economic
entitlement is an entitlement to participate in the economic benefits of land held by another party: for example,
an entitlement to the proceeds of sale, income, or rent of that land. The Court in the BPG case found among
other things, that an economic entitlement could not be acquired in circumstances where the taxpayer only
acquired an economic entitlement to some, but not all, of the land holdings of a landholder. The decision has
resulted in ineffective provisions that are easily manipulated to avoid the application of duty. The Bill addresses
these technical issues and gaps, consistent with the findings by the Court, by inserting independent provisions
that apply duty to the acquisition of economic entitlements outside the landholder regime. The amendments
will make it unnecessary for the economic benefit to relate to all the lands of the landholder for it to be an
economic entitlement—rather, it will be sufficient if the benefit relates to some of the lands of the landholder
(i.e. the lands to which the economic entitlement relates). This will ensure the policy intent of the economic
entitlement provisions is restored consistent with when they were introduced in 2012.
The passage of this bill will continue the Andrews Labor Government’s record of tax reform, including
closing tax loopholes, promoting efficiency and ensuring a fairer tax system.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (09:58): I move:
That the debate be adjourned for one week.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned for one week.
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APPROPRIATION (2019–2020) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms SYMES:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (09:59): I am pleased to rise this morning to
open the Council debate on the 2019–20 budget. This is the first budget of the re-elected Andrews
government, and it is the first budget where the government needs to reconcile the commitments it
made for the election last year with the realities of the constraints of the budget settings and the budget
parameters that exist in the state of Victoria.
We have seen through the course of last year a slowing property market, which has had a significant
impact on the budget, and we have seen this week the way in which the government and the Treasurer
have sought to cut the cloth to address that significant revenue change.
I will come to that in some detail in a minute, but I would like to start with a bit of scene setting for
the 2019–20 budget. Of course one of the few times when we get to look at the way in which the
Victorian economy is performing is in the context of the budget, because the budget papers do report
on what the government forecasts economic growth to be and what the government or Treasury
forecasts employment growth and unemployment to be. It is really the one time of the year when we
look at the Victorian economy in the context of the policy settings which are made by the government.
It is fair to say that a state budget is not a huge driver of economic activity in the state, despite what
the state government likes to claim from time to time. The reality is most of the policy levers for
economic activity are not driven through the state budget. They can, however, be driven through policy
settings of the government, policy settings which either encourage or deter investment and policy
settings which encourage or deter employment.
We have seen a number of those levers pulled by this government over the last four years, policy
settings which have acted to deter investment in Victoria, and we are seeing now with the
implementation of the labour hire legislation levers which deter employment. We are yet to see the
full impact that that legislation is going to have in a whole number of sectors where impact was not
anticipated. One of those sectors which looks to be heavily impacted by that labour hire legislation is
in fact the ICT consulting and contracting sector, which was never on the radar with the passage of
that legislation, but it appears it is now going to be an unintended victim—an unintended
consequence—of the passage of that legislation.
Looking at the policy settings the government has made over the last four or five years, it is worth
looking at where the Victorian economy is performing relative to our biggest neighbour, New South
Wales, the other large state in Australia which has a comparable broad-based economy. We see in the
most recent data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics that the Victorian economy is actually
substantially underperforming that of New South Wales. Economic output in New South Wales on a
per head basis for the most recent financial year, 2017–18, shows that GDP per capita in New South
Wales was $74 900. However, in Victoria it was only $66 000, so there is a substantially greater level
of economic output per head of population in New South Wales than there is in Victoria. Over the
course of the life of the Andrews government, back to 2014, that gap has been widening. New South
Wales has been pulling further and further ahead of Victoria on a per capita basis. And we see that
repeated in wages. Average weekly earnings, according to the most recent data, for a full-time worker
in New South Wales is $1685 and only $1624 for a Victorian worker. So the citizens of New South
Wales, as a result of the New South Wales economy, produce substantially more per head of
population. People living and working in New South Wales earn more than Victorians, and this is a
margin which has been growing.
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Interestingly we hear the Victorian government talk about Victoria’s fair share, and we saw the
outrageous political campaign run in the lead-up to the federal election arguing that Victoria is not
getting its fair share. The government’s basis for arguing whether Victoria is getting its fair share or
not is to reference Victoria’s population share. The fact is that Victoria has a little over a quarter of the
nation’s population—around 25.8 per cent of the nation’s population live here in Victoria. It is
interesting with that knowledge to look at the economic activity in Victoria, because despite the fact
that we have 25.8 per cent of the nation’s population in Victoria we are only producing 23 per cent of
the economic output. So Victoria is under-represented in economic output—we are not producing our
population share of economic activity. You could think that that is because Victoria is not a mining
state and that states like Queensland and Western Australia, which are heavy in mining, heavy in
mineral exports, are producing above their population share. However, when you look at New South
Wales, which is also not a substantial mining economy given the diverse nature of its economy, New
South Wales is in fact producing above its population share. New South Wales accounts for just under
32 per cent—31.9 per cent—of the nation’s population and is in fact producing 32.7 per cent of the
nation’s economic output.
So New South Wales punches above its population weight in economic output and Victoria is below
its population share in economic output, and the difference is the policy levers, the policy settings, of
the state governments. That highlights where government policy settings can have an impact on
economic performance in the state, on the propensity of business to invest in the state and on the
propensity of business to employ people in the state. Where you set up a regime which has a series of
hurdles to investment, a series of barriers of entry to investment, where you set up a regulatory
framework which discourages employment, over time you get the state underperforming, and that is
why we are now seeing GDP output per head lower in Victoria than New South Wales. That is why
we are seeing Victoria producing less than its population share of economic output compared to that
in New South Wales. Of course where is that felt for the citizens? It is felt in their hip pockets, with
average weekly earnings in Victoria being lower than average weekly earnings in New South Wales.
Turning to the revenue expenditure side of the budget, away from the economic policy settings to the
actual impact of this budget on the state finances, the Treasurer presented this budget on Monday as a
budget where he needed to respond to a revenue problem. The Treasurer in his delivery and in his
public commentary has suggested that we have suddenly found a softening of the property market
which has had a hit on stamp duty revenue on property transactions and the government has needed
to respond to that.
What the Treasurer did not talk about in his speech and has not talked about in his public commentary
is that that downturn in stamp duty revenue was entirely foreseeable. It is a function of an economic
cycle. It is a function of ebbs and flows in the economy. Every government over a period of time sees
that. There are strengths in some revenue items and weaknesses in others, and that is on a regular
cycle. The previous coalition government in Victoria had to deal with it and the current Labor
government has to deal with it. What we have not seen from this government, though, is recognition
of that economic cycle.
Through the first half, or the majority in fact, of the first term of the Andrews government we saw a
big upswing in revenue. We saw a strong payroll tax revenue line and we saw a buoyant property
market which led to very strong land tax receipts, very strong stamp duty receipts on property
transactions, effectively delivering massive windfall revenue to the state Treasury—revenue far ahead
of, in the billions of dollars ahead of, what had been forecast over the longer term. Rather than the
government recognising that that revenue was windfall revenue—it was above average revenue and it
would not continue—we saw the government take that revenue and build it into baseline expenditure.
So rather than recognising that a big proportion of this revenue is a one-off—it is not going to occur
every year; it is well above the baseline and therefore we will put it into capital—the government
decided, ‘Well, we’ve got the revenue this year and we’ll spend it. We’ll build it into the cost base of
the state’.
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What we have seen over the life of the Andrews government is a massive blowout in the state’s cost
base. Rather than being prudent, rather than recognising that revenue ebbs and flows, the government
has simply taken every extra dollar of revenue and expended it and built it into the cost base of the
state. This government came to office in 2014, and if you compare the last benchmark of the previous
coalition government, which is the pre-election independent budget update released by the Treasury
immediately prior to the 2014 election, that pre-election budget forecast expenditure by the state
government of $51.9 billion for that financial year while this budget that has been brought down this
week forecasts state expenditure of $69.9 billion—almost $70 million. That is an increase of just under
35 per cent in five years—more than 6 per cent compound growth every year for the last five years.
I would say to the people of Victoria: who in Victoria has had their household budget growing at the
rate of 6 per cent each and every year for the last five years? We have seen massive growth in
expenditure by this government, which has seized on windfall revenue gains and rather than taking
them to the bank, recognising they are one-offs, they have built them into the cost base of this state.
So we are now spending 35 per cent more than we were just five years ago, and that growth rate of
course is unsustainable. We have seen over the last five years, every year the Treasurer brings down a
budget he says, ‘Oh, next year we’ll be prudent. Next year we’ll only have expenditure growth of 1 or
2 per cent’. But when next year comes around, every time, it has not occurred and we have seen
massive blowouts in expenditure growth, which has resulted in us having a budget bottom line, an
expenditure bottom line, that is 35 per cent higher in just five years.
Where has a lot of that revenue gone? Where has a lot of the expenditure gone? We have seen it go
into employee expenses, growing the public service, increasing the cost of the public service, which
is up by almost 42 per cent over that same five-year period. Now, the problem when the government
builds that surplus revenue, that windfall revenue, into the bottom line and the economic cycle turns
is that it then has to scramble to find that revenue to make up the shortfall, and that is what we have
with the budget from the Treasurer this week. Rather than having been prudent on expenditure, rather
than having maintained prudent and sustainable expenditure growth over the life of the government
over the last five years, we have seen massive expenditure growth every year, soaking up every extra
dollar of windfall revenue, and now that the property market has softened the government is
scrambling for revenue.
Just to put that in context, it is worth looking at the forecasts for expenditure which were produced in
the budget last year and which have been forecast in the budget this year to give an indication of just
what the shift has been.
Looking at the 2018–19 budget and the forecasts for the current year, being 2019–20, 12 months ago
the Treasury was forecasting that stamp duty on property transactions was going to be $7.212 billion.
This year, for the same period, that forecast has now been cut to $5.896 billion—a loss of $1.4 billion
in expected stamp duty revenue. Interestingly, we are seeing the government continue to forecast
strong land tax revenue, at $3.16 billion. But the big hit to the budget has been on the expectation of
stamp duty, with a loss in the order of magnitude of $1.3 billion or $1.4 billion in revenue from stamp
duty on the transfer of property. And of course that is a figure which is highly susceptible to changes
in economic conditions because it is driven by both the value of property and the volume of property
transacted. We have seen over the last 12 months that property prices have certainly fallen, and
because stamp duty on property is a very progressive scale of tax it takes only a minor decline in
property values for the amount of stamp duty payable on a given property to fall dramatically.
Likewise, with the drop-off in the number of properties being sold as the other key driver of stamp
duty revenue, we have seen a drop-off, in aggregate, of almost $1.4 billion.
So rather than the government cutting its cloth on expenditure to match its revenue—as it should have
done prudently over the last five years, recognising what was windfall and what was baseline
revenue—it has had to scramble to be able to accommodate the spending commitments it made in the
election last year on top of the massive blowout in expenditure, which has occurred as baseline
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expenditure over the last five years, and accordingly we see the Treasurer now scrambling to increase
the revenue base of the state to make up for that hole in stamp duty revenue.
And so we have in this year’s budget a number of revenue initiatives. The Treasurer, in presenting the
budget, has forecast for the budget year a surplus of $1.050 billion, but in order to get to that bottomline surplus figure he has taken some extraordinary steps in gathering revenue for this year’s budget.
And one of the extraordinary steps the Treasurer has taken is in respect of dividends. Now, all
governments take dividends from financial corporations like the Transport Accident Commission
(TAC), WorkCover, the Victorian Funds Management Corporation and the Victorian Managed
Insurance Authority. All governments take dividends from the water boards and other trading
corporations that sit within the public sector in Victoria. But the rationale for those dividends has
always been one of having those entities operate on a commercial basis. In the same way that a private
sector insurer would pay a dividend to its shareholders, it has been policy to have a dividend paid by
the state insurers as well, and traditionally that dividend has been tied to the profits of the corporation.
In the case of the TAC and WorkCover that has either been the bottom-line profit or it has been the
performance from insurance operations, but there was always a basis for the levying of a dividend
from those corporations—a proportion of bottom-line profit or a proportion of insurance profit.
What we have seen in this year’s budget, though, is simply a cash grab. The Treasurer has said he
wants a surplus of a little over a billion dollars. Where is he going to get it? Well, this year he has
decided to take $890 million out of the Transport Accident Commission to deliver his billion-dollar
surplus. And he has said that over the next two years, as he is seeking to deliver further surpluses, that
will increase to $982 million next year and a billion dollars the year after. So those amounts bear no
resemblance to the profit that the TAC is forecast to produce in those years. They have no relationship
to the operating performance of those corporations, as has traditionally been the basis for levying
dividends in the past. They are simply the gap the Treasurer needs to make up, and the convenient
cash cow for the next couple of years is the TAC, with $890 million to be pulled out this year.
Interestingly we see in the out years that the government has taken the same approach with
WorkCover, seeking to take from WorkCover $125 million in 2021–22, and then a further
$575 million in 2022–23. I have to say the hypocrisy of this government in now taking a dividend
from WorkCover is extraordinary. When the mechanism was introduced by the previous government
to allow for the collection of a dividend from WorkCover, which was done when I was WorkCover
minister, the now government, which was then in opposition, screamed blue murder—that it was
outrageous to be taking a dividend from WorkCover, that it was the money of employers, that it was
the money of workers, and they would never do it. Yet we now see in this budget, when they have
failed to manage expenditure over the last five years, a footnote showing that some $700 million is to
be taken out of WorkCover. I might add that this is far in excess of the amounts that had been forecast
by the previous government to be taken as a dividend in proportion to operating performance. We are
seeing some $700 million to be ripped out of WorkCover in forward estimates.
I have to say that the silence coming from those parties who were vocal five years ago about the very
concept of a WorkCover dividend—the Trades Hall Council among others—is extraordinary, but not
surprising. We see the surpluses in this year’s budget being propped up and delivered almost in their
entirety by the dividends which are being taken out of the financial corporations which sit outside the
general government sector of the state of Victoria. But we also see a number of tax measures, and
these are something that the house will have an opportunity to talk about in more depth when the State
Taxation Acts Amendment Bill 2019 is debated in this house. On the back of a federal election barely
10 days ago, when the Australian population absolutely rejected the platform which was advanced by
the Labor Party and Bill Shorten—a platform that sought to divide the Australian community, set up
a class war in the Australian community between what the Labor Party claim were the haves and the
have-nots, with a taxation regime which in reality would have hit working families in Victoria,
working families across the nation—we see with the budget introduced on Monday the Victorian
government going down the same path, seeking to set up what it regards as a tax regime to soak what
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it thinks are the rich in the Victorian community through increased property taxes, expanding the base
of land tax and indeed introducing a new levy on what it regards as luxury cars.
I will touch on those two points in particular. I note that they are among a number of tax changes which
seek to typically broaden the base of taxes in this state with the intent of collecting in the budget year
in total an extra $170 million in tax revenue, but one of the two in particular I want to refer to is what
is described in the budget papers as ‘Remove the land tax exemption for contiguous land in
metropolitan areas’. This is a tax increase which the Treasurer has characterised as the swimming pool
tax or the tennis court tax. It applies where a landowner has two properties next to each other on
different titles, but because they are next to each other, next to the principal place of residence, they
have been exempt from land tax. The Treasurer has said, ‘This is outrageous. This is all the rich people
in Toorak who have tennis courts and swimming pools on a second block, and we’re going to tax them’.
In reality, many of these families for whom the adjoining property is owned on a separate title are
families throughout the suburbs. They are migrant families who bought the adjoining property 30, 40
or 50 years ago and they have a vegie patch or a garden on it. They have held that second property,
that adjoining property—it might only be a couple of hundred square metres—in a separate title
because that is the way they bought it. Suddenly they are going to be hit by a land tax for the first time
because this government thinks they are rich. While the government has forecast revenue from this
measure, I think in reality they will get very little revenue from this measure, because what it will do
is force these landowners, who as I have said, have maybe held the adjoining property for 30 or
40 years, to simply consolidate their titles, which will lead to no revenue to the state.
One of the other examples of where the Treasurer and the government have sought to divide the
Victorian community into what it regards as the haves and the have-nots is the introduction of its illconsidered so-called motor vehicle duty on luxury vehicles. The Treasurer has set a threshold of
$100 000 as the trigger point for this expanded stamp duty on vehicle purchases, with a higher
threshold for the next level up. He has basically said, ‘Anyone who’s spending $100 000 on a vehicle
must be rich and we’ll soak them’.
On Tuesday the Treasurer was asked at a Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) lunch
as to what he would say to a family who may have been saving up 20 years to buy a vehicle that falls
into that category. They may have been saving for 20 years to buy a Toyota LandCruiser Sahara,
which costs a bit over $100 000. They might be approaching retirement, and they may have been
saving for 20 years to buy this Toyota LandCruiser to tow a caravan around Australia in their
retirement. The Treasurer’s extraordinarily dismissive response to the question at the VCCI lunch as
to what he would say to a family that had saved for 20 years to buy a Toyota LandCruiser was, ‘I
would tell them to get a life’. The Treasurer of Victoria, in his arrogance and in his dismissiveness of
Victorian citizens, thinks anyone who has actually saved for a Toyota LandCruiser over a number of
years should ‘get a life’. That is the approach of this government and that is the approach of this
Treasurer to the concerns of regular Victorians.
Because of the fact that the Treasurer does not understand that Victorians may have dreams and
aspirations of this nature, that they may save for 10 or 20 years for an acquisition like that, he thinks it
is fair game to tax them because in his eyes and in the Premier’s eyes those people must be rich despite
having saved for 20 years. His dismissive approach really highlights the arrogance and attitude of this
government. It was rejected by the people when Bill Shorten tried it 10 days ago, leading up to the
election. I think you would find that if the Andrews government had been honest with the people of
Victoria going into the election last November and put these proposals on the table, they would have
been rejected as well.
The budget we are dealing with today and the difficulties and the challenges in this budget were not
brought about because of the winds of economic cycles. They were brought about by the failure of
this government to manage over the last five years. Everyone knew that the windfall revenue the
government had over the last five years was just that—windfall revenue. The fact that the government
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failed to bank it and instead decided to spend it and build it into the cost base of the state over five
years has now come home to roost as property stamp duty has come off the boil. The government is
now increasing taxes on people in Victoria who cannot afford them. It is not because it has been
prudent over the last five years but because it has failed to manage the budget properly and Victorians
are now paying the price.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (10:29): It is a pleasure to rise and speak on this year’s budget, and of course
I do that with immense pride. This is the first budget that I have been a part of in my role as a minister,
and seeing the process all come together over the past six months has been really quite rewarding. If
there is one thing this government is known for it is getting on with it, delivering for all Victorians and
delivering our election commitments. This is what voters expect us to do and they are the reasons we
won and we won so resoundingly. We are a government who delivers for those who voted for us, and
of course we deliver for those who did not. We are delivering for those in Melbourne, the suburbs, our
regions and our country towns. This is a budget that delivers for all Victorians. It is the sort of budget
that all good Labor governments should deliver: one with kind, fair and necessary budget outcomes.
Being a country MP I am proud of the budget’s investment to all corners of regional Victoria. It will
come as no surprise that my contribution today will focus on country Victoria. This budget invests
$2.6 billion in our Delivering for Regional and Rural Victoria program—that is $2.6 billion. This
record investment in our regions will help some of the most necessary works to get off the ground and
be delivered in country Victoria. For country roads there is over $800 million in the budget, including
$425 million to carry out maintenance across regional roads that will improve travel times and road
safety for parents to get home earlier and safer to spend time with their kids, for people to get to work
and for people to go and visit whomever they like. We have $52.9 million to deliver road upgrades,
traffic light installations and pedestrian improvements. You will find these improvements in Gisborne,
Ocean Grove and Curlewis, and that does not even touch on the $60 million for roads in Ballarat to
keep that growing city moving.
If we go to public transport, this budget has $615 million for regional rail. And despite what the Leader
of The Nationals might have you believe, we are investing $340 million in new VLocity trains for
Geelong, Ballarat and the north-east line. The north-east line has of course been a heavy focus of mine
since I was elected. We knew that the new trains could not run on the old, decrepit, federally owned
track, so we launched a campaign for that funding. When they provided $100 million, I welcomed it;
I did not criticise it—it is not really in my nature to do so if we are getting something like $100 million.
We said, ‘Thanks very much, but unfortunately that actually is not going to be enough’—$100 million
is nowhere near what is needed to fix the north-east track.
Of course it was a time of flux in the federal Parliament at that time: we were onto our third national
infrastructure minister. So I asked the Victorian state Nationals, and Bill Tilley, to help me lobby for
more money. They argued that it was enough. They did not want to help. They said, ‘No, no,
$100 million should be enough. You get on with your part of it’. This is even after I invited them to a
briefing with experts. But that is what they do, The Nationals—they ignore the facts and they ignore
the professional advice. So without their help we persisted, and I am very pleased that we finally
received our fair share, with the federal coalition finally stumping up $235 million. Minister
McCormack conceded what Victorian Labor had been prosecuting. He said:
This investment is big news for the North East Victorian community as it will enable V/Line to introduce
new, faster and more reliable ‘VLocity’ trains capable of speed of up to 130 kilometres per hour.
It will do this by upgrading the line to achieve Victorian Class 2 performance standard, which will in turn
improve the reliability and ride quality of passenger services along the lines.

He also said:
Today’s announcement is a key step in confirming the Australian Government’s commitment to getting this
project delivered.
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This follows detailed review of the scope of works by the Institute of Railway Technology at Monash
University, which has confirmed that it will deliver the track quality the community expect.
The scope of works will meet the Class 2 Performance Standard needed to deliver the new VLocity rolling
stock.

So although I still do not have all the details on the track works, we are meeting our end of the deal.
We are told the track will be ready in 2021, so this is what we have done in this budget. We have
committed to the trains so they will be ready for when the track is finished. That is what we have said
all along. Commitments were made by the Premier, commitments were made by Minister Allan, and
I do indeed thank Minister Horne for her leadership and the provision of budget funds to ensure that
the people of the north-east get the new trains that they have so desperately longed for.
It was a great announcement to be able to say, ‘We have ordered the trains; the money is in the budget’.
I think this is probably the reason that the media were telling us that Nationals members along that line
were not responding to media requests on Monday afternoon. They could not bring themselves to
welcome the Labor government’s funding. But this is what we expect from this mob. They put partisan
politics before their communities in an attempt to seem relevant. If they cannot criticise something,
they simply make stuff up—and in this case they could not even think of something to make up, so
they hid. I would like to acknowledge the maturity of Mr Tilley, who has publicly welcomed the news,
as he sees the benefit for his community. It is not just trains that we are delivering. We have got
$150 million to expand car parks for commuters. This will go some way to help people who have to
get up at 6.00 a.m. to race to the station because the car park fills up by 6.30 and there is no other way
of getting in to work.
In my own portfolio, the government has committed a record $143 million to expand our biosecurity
systems, the largest investment of this type in history. Biosecurity is a critical part of the agricultural
industry. Pests or bugs can do untold damage to our agricultural sector and can destroy livelihoods.
The investment will ensure the agriculture sector is able to respond to and manage growing biosecurity
risks while protecting our farming communities and helping retain Victoria’s world-renowned
reputation for clean, green produce. It will also help support local jobs.
Our scientists, veterinary and biosecurity officers are some of the best in the world, and this budget
gives them the necessary tools and resources and assurances to continue doing their great work,
because this funding is set over four years. Our record investment in biosecurity is in stark contrast to
those opposite, who slashed biosecurity funding by half and put at risk not only the whole agricultural
sector but obviously the livelihoods of our country communities. The Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office report was scathing. The Nationals and Liberals should be ashamed of the danger that they put
our state in. Labor knows the importance of our agricultural sector, and we will protect it. The budget
is further evidence of that.
Of course, this is a fantastic health budget. There is $136 million to deliver our promised half a million
extra specialist appointments in regional Victoria. Half a million extra specialist appoints will save
lives. It will help mothers have access to a specialist for their child and not have to drive 2 hours to see
someone. It will help our elderly, our sick and those who may not have the means to see a specialist
in a city. We already have our nation’s first royal commission into mental health, but it does not end
there. The budget delivers a record investment to address mental illness and addiction. There is
$173 million in the budget to ensure all Victorians get the support they need. We have $100 million
to boost our flagship Regional Health Infrastructure Fund, which is certainly one of my favourite funds
for country Victorians, because we all know how important our country hospitals are and our nursing
homes, and being able to apply from a dedicated fund is something that I know they all welcome. It is
great to see that is continued on in this term of the Andrews Labor government. There is $23 million
for extra mental health beds and $10 million for the new Hope Restart facility in Gippsland.
But we know it is not just bad health that can lead to bad physical and mental outcomes. Unfortunately
we know that poor education from a young age can entrench an intergenerational cycle of poverty and
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poor health. This government understands the importance of a good education and the lifelong benefits
that it can bring, and these are not just benefits to a child but are also benefits to a whole town or
community.
I am so incredibly proud that the largest reform to early childhood learning this state has ever
undertaken will be commencing this year with our three-year-old kinder package. It is an $880 million
groundbreaking program that will begin its rollout in regional Victoria and increase from 5 hours per
week to 15 over the next decade. In northern Victoria, Strathbogie shire will be among the first to
receive this funding. I know those kinders and those families are very excited about this investment.
This budget invests a massive $149 million towards improving or building 19 new schools across
regional Victoria. I would like to read the list out because I know they are all very excited about the
funding and I would like to thank them for their continued efforts in the school community in
promoting the needs and priorities of their schools—and they have been rewarded: Armstrong Creek
secondary college; Bass Coast junior secondary school; Avoca Primary School; Beechworth
Secondary College; Bellbrae Primary School; my former school, Benalla P–12 College; Churchill
Primary School; the Echuca regeneration project; Epsom Primary School; Geelong High School;
Inglewood Primary School; Marong Primary School; Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College;
Mount Clear College; Mount Rowan Secondary College; New Gisborne Primary School; Oberon
Primary School; Traralgon Primary School; and White Hills Primary School. That is a fantastic list
covering all parts of regional Victoria.
One of the other programs that I am particularly proud of this government introducing is the breakfast
club, and we are expanding that to more and more schools through a $58 million commitment also in
this budget. It is these sorts of investments that put our kids on the right path and give them the
opportunity for a good education from a young age.
Moving onto jobs, obviously we are a government that is very focused on jobs, and it underpins almost
every policy decision that we make. We are slashing regional payroll tax again and putting $69 million
back into regional communities by reducing the stamp duty on commercial and industrial purchases.
So this is really an important initiative, and I see it in action on a regular basis. For a company that
wants to move from Melbourne to regional Victoria the incentives that would provide are very
attractive. But also, being a member for Northern Victoria Region, I have spoken to businesses that
have moved from New South Wales to Victoria because of our lower payroll tax and also our very
supportive environment for businesses, and a lot of that is led by my department, Regional
Development Victoria, who in this budget will be supported by $134 million to continue their
operations. Despite what The Nationals keep trying to tell everyone, the jobs fund continues. RDV
will continue to provide grants to councils and employers and the like, and basically for any jobcreating project that is happening in rural and regional Victoria RDV are there to help. It is business
as usual.
I am running out of time, but I think I have given a pretty good overview of the regional spend from
this year’s budget. We are not a one-trick pony. This is not about one fund for country Victoria. We
have a $2.6 billion program that is highlighted in the budget which focuses on regional Victoria over
the next 12 months—it is called the rural and regional program—but frankly that is not all. That does
not even include the three-year-old kinder, the payroll tax deductions or the $150 million Victorian
Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund. It actually does not even include the school capital. So there
are billions and billions of dollars in this year’s budget for regional Victoria.
Regional Victoria is the greatest place in this country to live. It is a great place to raise your family;
that is what I am doing. And we want to make sure that more and more people can experience the best
of country Victoria. This budget delivers on its promise to have the back of all Victorians. It delivers
for those young and for those old. The budget delivers for fairness, and it is a budget with a heart. So
I commend the budget and I commend the concurrent motions that we are debating today.

BILLS
Thursday, 30 May 2019

Legislative Council

1573

Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (10:42): I rise today to speak to the Appropriation
(2019–2020) Bill 2019, and isn’t it nice that we get to speak about the budget in the year of the budget.
I do not think we completed the 2018–19 budget in the last Parliament either, so maybe we need to
backtrack and deal with that one before we get to this one.
Who would have thought that parents taking their children to school this morning—dropping their
children at school, just like my daughter did with my grandchildren this morning—would ever have
thought when they were dropping the children at school and thinking about what is for dinner tonight
and what they are going to do on the weekend that those children walking into school would be paying
for Tim Pallas’s budget? Who would have ever thought that? As costs blow out in this budget and the
forecasts predict that debt will hit $55 billion within four years, who would ever think that those
children going to school—those innocent children—would be paying for Tim Pallas’s budget? This is
a classic example of this government doing everything on the never-never—and I say never-never
because it is never going to be Tim Pallas’s problem. He will be relaxing in retirement, probably on a
parliamentary pension, with his pina colada and thinking, ‘I don’t have to worry about this because
the next generation will pay for it’.
Mr Finn: With his what?
Mr ONDARCHIE: With his pina colada. But it does not become his problem. Now, maybe Tim
Pallas is a man who should get a life, as he tells other Victorians, but Victorians have every right to
wonder, ‘Where did all the money go?’. The state budget has been absolutely awash with cash over
the past two years, assisted by the property boom and sales, including $11 billion from the port of
Melbourne sale, $2.1 billion from the Snowy Hydro scheme and $2.85 billion from privatising the
land titles office. They had a whole lot of money, and Victorians have every right to say, ‘Why are
you stinging us when you have all this money?’. It is quite simple: this government cannot manage
money because it is not their money and they do not care. It is symptomatic of this government and
Labor governments over many, many decades.
This budget carries lots of risks. This budget is built around assumptions about a range of volatile
variables, like the property market, population growth, the national and global economic outlook,
wages and spending by households. It was only just six months ago, ahead of its election victory, that
the government estimated a slump would cut about $2.5 billion from revenue over four years; well, it
is now $5 billion, and things could well go further south. After inflation real wages have been stagnant,
yet the government is betting on and hedging against continued employment growth driven by their
infrastructure pipelines that will no doubt force wages higher. That in itself seems doubtful.
There is also a blitz on infrastructure, as the government calls it. But consumer spending could well
be crimped by this prolonged slump in the property market. People are a bit nervous about buying
homes. There was only a 61 per cent clearance rate in auctions in real estate last week, and I know
because my children are looking to buy houses. People are nervous right now. Prices are down. There
is an expectation from vendors that they will get a certain price; they are being disappointed because
the prices are down. So this budget is predicated on a rebound of the property market, yet the forecasts
do not indicate that that is going to be the case. So one could well say, with a government that is so
renowned for blowing out costs on projects, that in fact this debt that it is looking to double in our state
and force our next generation to pay could well indeed go even further.
But let us think about what this budget really means to Victorians. There are some losers in this whole
process. Frontline health workers responding to occupational violence—there is only $2.2 million for
training in the budget. Subsidised public IVF services for low-income families—there is $2 million
for a business case development. The child emergency departments that the government are talking
about putting into higher growth areas are 10 years too late, and this government should be held
responsible for that. There is a $104.4 billion tax overhaul over four years. There are new or increased
taxes on gold, luxury petrol and diesel cars and foreign property buyers, and there is $1.9 billion
budgeted for speed camera fines over four years, including $410 million in this next financial year.
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This is from a government with a Premier, then opposition leader, who stood on the steps of Parliament
House and spoke to Peter Mitchell, live on Channel 7. He looked down the barrel of the camera and,
when asked if there would be any increased taxes or new taxes in Victoria, said, ‘No, and I make that
commitment to every single Victorian’. That is what Daniel Andrews said. Who can believe a thing
the government says? And why? Because they are going to shift the debt; they are going to shift the
problem to the next generation.
Miners—a 2.75 per cent gold royalty from 1 July. Luxury cars will be charged a duty of $18 per $200
of market value. Now, take some of those people you see in hi-vis vests every day—tradies working
really hard. They work really, really hard, and they try to provide for their family. They are out early,
first thing in the morning; 5.30 in the morning they are on Plenty Road in South Morang going to work
and often not back until late at night. They are trying to look after their family and pay for the house,
and they buy a nice car for their family as the family vehicle, because they cannot all travel round in
the tradesman’s ute. They buy a nice family car, and what is this government going to do? Hit them
with a tax. It is going to hit them with a tax for trying to look after their family—ordinary working
Victorians. Now, I know the Labor Party—
Mr Finn: It’s a family tax.
Mr ONDARCHIE: That is exactly right, Mr Finn—a family tax. I know the Labor movement
across this country are used to saying ‘the top end of town’, ‘the big end of town’. Well, I tell you
what: the plumber who works at 5.30 in the morning right through till late at night trying to provide
for their families are not the top end of town; they are ordinary working Victorians who this
government is choosing to penalise.
There is no money in this year’s budget for the airport rail project—the thing they talk about so much
there is no money in the budget for. And when it comes to safety on our roads, which has been just a
tragedy already this year for pedestrians and cyclists, that $100 million safer pedestrian and cycling
fund that has been in place for the past four years has not been replaced.
They talk about this being the state of education, and I will get to what has happened to schools in my
electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region shortly. But across the board, when it comes to students
who have a disability and who do not qualify for funding, 15 per cent of students need extra support
in schools across Victoria, but only 4.4 per cent will qualify for funding this year. This is a government
who does the talk but fails to walk it, and people are getting sick of it.
There are cuts to the education support service in the budget of 6.6 per cent; a cut to the climate change
budget of 6.1 per cent, which I know Mr Finn is devastated about; cuts to the Parks Victoria budget of
4 per cent; cuts to effective water management and supply budget of 27.4 per cent—almost a third;
cuts to the planning, building and heritage budget of nearly 3 per cent; cuts to local government of
nearly 24 per cent; cuts to the primary, community and dental health budget of nearly 2 per cent; cuts
to the child protection budget; cuts to the jobs budget; cuts to the innovation, industry and small
business budget; cuts to the priority precincts and suburban development budget; cuts to the regional
development budget—these people ignore country Victoria, make no mistake about it. They will get
out there and talk about how wonderful it is and how they love country Victoria, but we know in places
like Shepparton and the Latrobe Valley they are being ignored by this government.
There are cuts to the emergency management capability budget; cuts to the resources budget; cuts to
the ag budget; cuts to the gaming and liquor regulation budget; and cuts to the multicultural affairs
budget—24 per cent. The multicultural community in this state do wonderful things for our state. They
are a great part of our mix here in Victoria, and I get to meet many, many of them as the only
multicultural person in the Victorian Parliamentary Liberal Party, and I say: to cut that budget by
24 per cent is horrendous.
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There are cuts to the veterans budget; cuts to the youth budget; cuts to the transport, safety and security
budget; cuts to the port, freight and boating budget—where is the money for the last mile of rail to the
port? What happened to that? They talk about it.
Mrs McArthur: Gone.
Mr ONDARCHIE: You are right, Mrs McArthur; it is gone. There are cuts to the tram services
budget and cuts to the parliamentary investigatory committees budget as well of nearly 24 per cent—
they do not want these committees to find out the truth. That is part of the problem. There are cuts to
mental health services; cuts to community safety; critical police equipment and training budget—that
long firearms training has blown out by a year. Cuts, cuts, cuts, cuts, cuts—that is what we are getting
out of it.
When it comes to my own electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region there is a suite of schools who
are expecting upgrades that have been pushed back at least a year. Brunswick Secondary College,
Bundoora Primary School, Campbellfield Heights Primary School, Carlton Primary School, Spensley
Street Primary School, Aitken Hill Primary School stages 1 and 2, Docklands Primary School,
Fairfield Primary School, Fawkner Primary School, Diamond Valley Special Development School,
Croxton Special School, Northcote High School, Pascoe Vale South Primary School, Northern
College of Arts & Technology, Preston High School, Newlands Primary School, William Ruthven
Secondary College, Richmond West Primary School, Lynall Hall Community School and Richmond
High School have all been pushed out. There are immediate needs for these students. We have a
growing population, if the government have not worked that out yet, and we need to make the most
important investment we could be making in this state, and that is in our children’s education. And
what have they done? Pushed out the support.
There are delays to the upgrade of the M80 ring-road—the northern and western sections of the ringroad were meant to have been completed in quarter 3 of 2020. That has been pushed out to 2022–23.
And they say ‘There’s a two-year delay on the project because we’re having trouble with
procurement’. What, you did not know you were building a road? You have just worked it out now?
You have just got to go and get the equipment? I tell the government: you cannot duck down to
Bunnings on an afternoon and get the equipment for the ring-road. And that is the style that we are
seeing from this government.
The Plenty Road upgrade has been delayed. The budget also indicates there has been a cost blowout
of $8.5 million due to what they call ‘market escalation’. I call it that you stuffed up the predictions in
the first place. But if we look at the cost blowouts across projects, the promised North East Link—
they said it would cost $5 billion to do, albeit they are not adding the east–west link to this. But they
said it would cost $5 billion; it is now $15.79 billion, a cost blowout of $10.79 billion, and they have
not started the project yet. As I said at the start of my contribution, they are handing the liability of this
to the next generation.
The West Gate Tunnel Project—$500 million, they said. It is now $6.34 billion—a blowout of
$5.84 billion. Can you believe it? Level crossings—they said $5 billion to do. The Auditor-General
said it is actually closer to $8.3 billion, another $3.3 billion blowout. The Metro Tunnel project—they
said $9 billion. It has blown out another $2 billion to $11 billion. The east–west link—they said, ‘No
money to cancel it; it won’t cost us a cent; it’s not worth the paper it was written on’ and then paid
$1.3 billion not to build a road in Victoria, making us the laughing-stock of the world. When I was in
the UK they said, ‘Are you the place that spent £1.3 billion’—they meant dollars of course but they
used the wrong currency—‘to not build a road?’. I said, ‘Yeah, that’s us’. We are the laughing-stock.
And then when they are offered $4 billion to build the jolly thing they say, ‘Nah, we’re right, thanks.
We don’t need it’. Tell everybody on the Eastern Freeway this morning trying to get to work on time
in the inclement weather that we do not need that road. Tell everyone stuck on Elliott Avenue because
a truck broke down on one side and there was a car broken down on the other side that we do not need
that road.
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Mr Finn: Or on the West Gate.
Mr ONDARCHIE: Indeed, or on the West Gate, Mr Finn.
The Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital redevelopment—$201 million they said it would cost. That is
actually $275 million, a blowout of $75 million. The Hoddle Street upgrade—they talk of it as if it is
going to fix Hoddle Street and everything is going to be fine. I use Hoddle Street every single morning,
as do most of my constituents in northern metro, and they will tell you it ain’t fixed. They said they
would spend $60 million on it. The project actually cost $108 million, another $48 million blowout.
They talk about regional Victoria. The Ballarat line upgrade, which they talk about a bit, they said
$516 million; the cost is actually $545 million. The point I am making throughout my contribution
today is Mr Pallas does not care because it is not his money.
Mr Finn: He should get a life.
Mr ONDARCHIE: Mr Finn, I pick up your pointed interjection: Mr Pallas should get a life. As
he tells other Victorians. Victorians are saving hard to buy vehicles, saving hard to get ahead in their
lives, providing for their families, and he says to them, ‘You should just go and get a life’. Well that
is easy when you are coming to work in a limousine. He will probably retire with a pina colada—
A member: Is there a dog in it?
Mr ONDARCHIE: I am not sure there is a dog in it. He will be having his retirement, watching
the world go by and thinking, ‘All those people are paying for my cost blowouts’. That will be
Mr Pallas’s retirement.
This budget is not good for the future of Victorians. Those kids, who are probably on the wet weather
program in primary schools today because they cannot go outside, while they are playing games or
listening to their teachers or watching DVDs as part of their education today do not know what is
ahead of them—that is, that they are going to pay for Tim Pallas’s cost blowout. It is irresponsible of
this government, but it is pretty simple. If you were to encapsulate this government, it would not be
‘Victoria: the Education State’; it would be ‘Victoria: they don’t care, because it’s your money’.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (10:57): The world is facing an existential crisis. Climate
change caused by humans is rapidly changing the world around us. Extreme weather events, severe
droughts, more intense bushfires and increasing numbers of people dying of heat stroke are all part of
our future if we do not act. Climate change threatens our food production and our water supplies—the
very things that enable us to live.
The natural world is breaking down. A million species are facing extinction. Parts of the world’s
oceans are literally dead zones. Unless we act rapidly to address climate change, the future of the next
generation is looking bleak, and they know it. I have been out on the streets with the school strikers as
they call for action to protect their futures. I have been inspired by them. Many cannot yet vote, but
they are making their voices heard and looking to hold decision-makers in this place to account. They
understand that the burning of coal is the biggest cause of climate change. The science tells us we have
to move on from burning coal and gas to renewable energy within the next decade to have a chance
of stopping runaway climate change.
The Victorian government’s policies in supporting renewable energy are significant and welcome. As
the federal government is putting the brakes on renewable energy investment, the Victorian renewable
energy target, the reverse auctions and the rooftop solar program are important policies that the Greens
support. But what is also necessary, along with encouraging renewable energy, is having a plan to
keep coal and gas in the ground and phase out the burning of fossil fuels and the carbon emissions
they produce. With the coal-hugging Morrison government back in Canberra, now is the time for
Victoria to lead on phasing out coal and gas. Any government that does not have a plan to phase out
coal cannot be taken seriously on the climate emergency. Disappointingly, Monday’s budget had
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nothing to say about coal. In fact Premier Andrews has missed the moment to act on climate and the
environment.
A key part of any plan to phase out coal in Victoria is replacing the Yallourn power station. Yallourn
is Australia’s dirtiest coal power station. It spews out huge quantities of toxic sulphur, mercury,
nitrogen and particle pollution, putting the local community at risk. Last year the government extended
the mining and coal-burning licence for Yallourn by four years to 2032. A plan to act on climate
change does not include extending the life of dirty coal. Victoria needs a government with the courage
to phase out coal in a way that is fair to workers and communities, with investment in new industries
and jobs. Recent analysis shows that Yallourn could close as early as next year. This government
urgently needs to be honest with the Latrobe Valley community about the rapid transition out of coal
that is happening and to realistically plan for this transition, instead of leaving the coal up to a giant
energy corporate.
Our future is just as endangered by the burning of gas. The facilitation of the Western Port gas hub by
the Andrews government as the world is facing a climate emergency is beyond irresponsible. The local
community does not want it. It will endanger a Ramsar-listed wetland and look to lock in fossil fuels
at the exact moment we need to be phasing them out. Victoria can be a renewable energy superpower.
We can invest in industries and jobs that support our community, not harm us, and we can replace
dirty coal and gas with clean energy.
The current government also has a poor record when it comes to protecting Victoria’s natural
environment. At a time when the world is facing an extinction crisis, this budget barely lifts a finger
to protect Victoria’s threatened species. Its investment in protecting Victoria’s natural environment is
minuscule when compared to its investment in environment-destroying activities. In fact Labor’s
continued support for logging native forests will see native species like the Leadbeater’s possum and
greater glider move towards the brink of extinction even faster.
We are nothing without a world to live in, and it is a healthy, natural environment that provides the
very systems that support our lives. Protecting them should be paramount.
As we come to terms with the ecological breakdown we are facing, there is no denying that our culture
of consumption also needs to be transformed because its impact on our environment is undeniable.
This has been borne out most recently with the waste crisis Victoria is facing. Who has not been
shocked by the pictures of massive rubbish dumps in South-East Asia where Western nations have
been dumping their waste? These countries are now saying enough is enough and are refusing to be
the world’s rubbish dump any longer. In fact Malaysia is now sending waste back to Australia—and
good on them.
But along with China’s National Sword policy this means we can no longer pretend that Victoria’s
waste crisis can be solved by exporting our waste—no more dumping our waste on poorer countries.
What we need is a local recycling industry. Our recycling should not be sent to landfill, burnt or
dumped overseas. We can manage our own waste, reduce landfill and create thousands of ongoing,
good-quality jobs with an expanded recycling industry.
With the right policy settings and smart investment there is a way out of this crisis. Monday’s budget,
however, does next to nothing to fix the waste crisis, leaving hundreds of millions of dollars sitting in
the Sustainability Fund untouched and unspent. Local councils have been largely unsupported in
dealing with the issue and are understandably bewildered by this government’s lack of action.
Victoria faces a choice: go down the path of burning our rubbish, risking toxic pollutants being
released into our air and water and locking in consumption patterns that continue to deplete the earth;
or invest in a local jobs-rich recycling industry, a zero-waste future and what is called a circular
economy—a clean, green future that is better for the planet, people and jobs.
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Unlike others, we want to commend the government for taking advantage of the current economic
situation and borrowing to pay for infrastructure. We have no issue with the debt increasing as long as
funds are going to socially and economically useful and sustainable infrastructure. However, the
budget contains over $20 billion for toll roads and a further $1.8 billion for prisons—an awful use of
money. No major city in the world is building massive toll roads anymore. Other cities are going in
the other direction and looking at ways to reduce car use. Experience has shown time and time again
that building more roads just means over time more congestion and more pollution. The North East
Link will see over 50 hectares of native vegetation destroyed and nine MCGs worth of public parkland
paved with asphalt—a backwards-looking project if ever there was one.
This budget is spending almost 10 times more on new prisons than it is on new public housing. Could
a Labor government really get it so wrong? When people say budgets are about values, this one tells
me a lot about contemporary Labor. It shows a lock-them-up mentality that is seeing increasing
incarceration rates of women, particularly Indigenous women, and young people in detention,
particularly young people from already marginalised groups. Many of these people are homeless or
facing precarious housing. Instead of investing in the care and support of all members of our
community, particularly in ensuring them a safe place to call home, this budget doubles down on
prisons.
Imagine instead a $20 billion investment in public housing. What a difference that would make to our
communities. We could address one of the most significant social issues facing Victoria at the
moment—homelessness. Homelessness is increasing, and more and more groups in our community
are becoming vulnerable to living in precarious housing. Older women are becoming increasingly
vulnerable to homelessness and the spiral into poverty and despair that can accompany it. The key to
reducing homelessness is to build more houses. It is pretty simple but seemingly beyond this
government, which is intent on selling valuable public land to private developers while leaving
80 000 people on the social housing waiting list and many more in precarious housing.
I am glad to see that Victoria is finally being scrutinised nationally for its failure over decades to invest
in public housing. We currently spend around half the national average on social housing in Victoria.
While some short-term investment in homelessness support services is welcome in this budget, and so
too, as a result of growing pressure from the community, is a commitment to building 1000 new public
housing homes over the next four years, it is just not enough when you look at the enormity of the
problem. Fixing homelessness will need more public houses to be built, and this means tens of
thousands of affordable homes being built over the next few years.
A safe place to call home is not just a right but the bedrock of community. Without a home, a steady
job is impossible. Without a home, dealing with mental health issues or substance use issues is
impossible. Without a home, raising a family is impossible. Too many Victorians are homeless or at
risk of homelessness, and the time for excuses is over. The time to build more affordable homes is
now.
Another factor in the budget I want to comment on is the $1.8 billion cut to the public sector and the
wage cap being implemented by the Treasurer. The public sector is essential. Public sector workers
teach our kids, fight our fires, save our lives and get us around our state in trains, trams and buses. Our
state cannot run without them. When a Liberal government cuts the public service to make a surplus,
it is criticised, and rightly so; and so should a Labor government when it does the same thing. Some
$1.8 billion is a lot to cut, and it is fanciful to suggest that such a cut will not affect services or jobs.
According to the budget, inflation is going to be above 2 per cent on the course of the forward
estimates. So a 2 per cent wage cap could see some public servants experience a real wage cut. At a
time of general wage stagnation it is quite extraordinary to see a Labor government implement such
austerity measures.
Cuts like these are not necessary if you are open to significant alternative revenue proposals. The
Greens took to the recent election a set of fair revenue proposals to diversify the state’s revenue base.
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These included a levy on the big banks, a rezoning windfall tax and increasing the tax on online
gambling. The bank levy alone would raise more than $1.5 billion over the forward estimates.
Victorian governments are going to have to look at more significant revenue reforms in the years to
come. It is clear we should no longer rely on the instability of the property market via stamp duty
revenues or the immorality of relying on poker machine revenue. More revenue will be needed in the
future to address core challenges facing our community. The Royal Commission into Victoria’s
Mental Health System is very welcome, but significant investment will be needed to take on the
challenges of mental health in our communities.
Victoria continues to provide the lowest funding per capita of any state for public schools.
This is the first budget of the current term of government, and while I have outlined several serious
concerns with the direction that it is heading in I have not given up hope that we can do better. In fact
Victoria has no other option than to do better. Living in one of the wealthiest places in the world means
that we have an immense responsibility to lead by example. In one of the best places to live in the
world no-one should be sleeping on the streets or living in poverty. We should not be investing in
polluting the environment with great big toll roads or destroying some of the last remaining precious
forests on earth through native forest logging. We should not be digging up, burning and exporting
fossil fuels at a time when the climate is poised to be irreversibly damaged. We can do better, and we
must do better.
Along with my Greens colleagues in the other place I will be using the next four years to put forward
a vision for Victoria that sees us lead the way on a fair and just transition from coal and gas to 100 per
cent renewable energy, that seeks to restore Victoria’s natural environment and protect our precious
water supply, that leads the way on investing in and building a local recycling industry, that
implements a turn-up-and-go service for our trains and our trams and that invests in public housing,
not more prisons. In the light of what is happening across this country and the grip of conservatism
and climate inaction that we see at the federal level, this is Victoria’s time to be the leading light of
what a positive, sustainable and equitable future can look like. Let’s take this opportunity to make
Victoria the most sustainable, the most just, the most fair and the most forward looking state that puts
the future of our young people and our planet at the heart of all that we do.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (11:11): I am delighted to make a contribution about the
outstanding budget that was handed down this week by the Treasurer, and I have a lot to say about
how good that budget is for eastern Victoria, but before I do I want to respond to the previous speaker,
who has put forward her speech on behalf of the Greens party. I note that she is now leaving the
chamber. The Greens party’s contribution on this debate seems to suggest that this week’s state budget
was written in the blood of innocent children it is that bad—it is that terrible. I want to talk about that
briefly and make a point about just how damaging this consistent attacking, undermining and abuse
about the Labor Party’s progressive agenda by the Greens party is and what that is doing to the
progressive agenda generally.
If the house will allow me just some indulgence here before I go on to talk about how wonderful the
budget is in terms of education, jobs and free TAFE—all of those progressive things that transform
lives—the previous member had absolutely not one good thing to say about this Victorian budget. In
fact I do not think she has had a single good thing to say about any aspect of what the Labor Party has
tried to do in this state. So if the house will indulge me, it reminded me of an article that I wrote six
years ago. Six years ago, members of this house, I wrote an article about the Greens party in the context
of the 2013 elections. I just want to quote some of my own words—again, if you will allow me the
indulgence—as to the consistent, persistent, politically charged and hollow words, really, of the
Greens party when it comes to their approach to the Labor Party, so bear with me. This was as a result
of Mr Bandt’s election in the seat of Melbourne. Of course we had then lost the election to Mr Tony

BILLS
1580

Legislative Council

Thursday, 30 May 2019

Abbott, who, I do not think anyone would disagree, is the most hard right conservative warrior that
Australia has ever seen. Just bear with me. I said:
The opening paragraph of one of the copious direct-mail letters and brochures sent out by Adam Bandt in the
recent federal election screamed “in Melbourne you are in a unique position. It is the only seat in the country
where the choice is not between Labor and the Liberal, it is between Labor and the Greens. Your vote is
therefore powerful”.
To the rest of Australia it sounds odd, but in Melbourne it deserves some analysis. Let me begin with the first
aspect, namely the uniqueness of Melbourne. It is correct to say Melbourne is the only house of representatives
seat out of 150 nationwide where the choice is between Labor and the Greens.

And six years on that remains exactly the case. On I go to speak about the amount of money, time,
effort and horrific things said about the Labor Party for them to win that one seat:
… as they have … Bandt (and the Greens) primarily ran a highly negative campaign against Labor. While
there are fleeting references to Tony Abbott—

the most conservative man Australian politics has seen—
the focus was almost entirely on what a bad job Labor had done, how much we had “disappointed”, that we
were “cruel”, and engaged in “a race to the bottom”.
We were an “old party”, that had “no compassion” …

and so I go on. I said:
All this money and all this trashing of Labor for a single lower house seat.

Six years on they are still at it. All this trashing of Labor, and they have a single seat in the upper
house—outrageous.
I will finish on this shortly, but I want to talk about the concept of ‘your vote is powerful’ and ‘We’re
going to develop all these plans’ that apparently nobody ever listens to, because that is the campaign
slogan. I just want to quote again where I said:
First and foremost, we live in a democracy. Every vote is equal. Those who seek to form governments have
to stand in every seat, have to listen to every electorate, have to understand and respond to the array of different
pressures, concerns, ideas and demands that exist in a country as large and diverse as ours.
They must develop policies and approaches that encapsulate all of this. They must engage and persuade
millions of people in cities, towns and the bush. They never have the luxury of talking to only a single
community in a single seat.
Second, because we live in a democracy and every vote is equal, the community quite rightly resists the notion
that a minor party or single-issue player should dictate well beyond its voter base. Yet that’s what the Greens
did during the minority government, and its conduct since this election shows it has learnt nothing.

And six years on it is the same. I said:
Imagine, for example, how people would feel if Palmer started trying to dictate to the Liberal government—

as it was then—
what it should and shouldn’t do, or claiming the decisions of the government as his own.
…
This sort of arrogance and overreach by the Greens has cost it, and the broader Left movement dearly.

Again, this is six years ago.
The fights in Melbourne have required millions of dollars …

I will just finish:
I believe we—
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on the left side of politics—
have a duty to take the values we hold so dear and seek to influence and change the country in a manner that
is sustainable. It’s not OK to stay in a bubble and talk to ourselves in the mirror. The millions of Australians—

the millions of Victorians—
who rely on the great work of progressive governments just can’t afford us to do that.
When Lindsay Tanner held Melbourne he would explain to often angry people about the complex and difficult
path to building a consensus around progressive reform by taking middle Australia with us. Bandt now
pretends to offer a short cut—

as I believe the Greens do here—
Just vote for him and you can go home satisfied you have lived your values. Your vote is a leave pass.
That leave pass is embraced by parts of the intelligentsia who prefer to assume those who don’t agree with
them are ignorant, rather than take up the challenge of the great Left academics of engaging with and
persuading those who live a different experience.

I am almost done:
And for some, the leave pass also comes with a special privilege. It permits them to say it is all Labor’s fault;
that if only they were as smart as me they would be winning seats everywhere; that I know I’m right because
everyone clapped on Q&A when my tweet was published.

This is six years ago:
And then we wake up and there’s the front-page announcement in the country’s biggest-selling newspaper of
the new Abbott government’s strike force against unions. There are religious elders bemoaning the slashing
of foreign aid.

And so I go on:
The leave pass Bandt—

and the Greens—
offers is illusory. Forming progressive governments and achieving change is as complicated and demanding
and difficult as it always was.

And I said:
So join a union and organise workers. Visit a coal mine. Go to Mt Isa, Ipswich, Penrith, Kununurra or at least
Cranbourne. And to the Greens Party elite, for god’s sake stop sneering at an unemployed Maffra car
enthusiast who got into the Senate, because on the basis of your test, his voice is powerful too.

I just wanted to get that off my chest.
Mr Ondarchie: Keep going!
Ms GARRETT: Do you want me to keep going? All right, why not? I have got 7 minutes. I
finished on my then community, the inner city of Melbourne:
I ask that when Abbott comes on the TV, don’t turn him off. Listen to him. Understand what the real contest
is saying, so you are able to respond. Read The Australian, the Herald Sun, the Daily Telegraph, the Courier
Mail. You mightn’t like what they are saying, but you should know what they are saying, because sometimes
they get it right. They were onto Palmer and why he was a threat to our democracy while many of us giggled.
And next time you pick up your pen or your microphone to bemoan the state of progressive politics, ask
yourself what are you doing to engage, debate and persuade in seats across the nation. Start in Tasmania in
the March state election. The federal Green vote just halved there, and the state Labor party primary vote is
by all accounts in serious trouble.
Eric Abetz is a local hero and is leading the campaign to rip up the forestry peace deal. Now go to Burnie and
help switch a vote, because Bandt’s leave pass won’t save our heritage-listed forests.

BILLS
1582

Legislative Council

Thursday, 30 May 2019

Six years on, and the same message applies today. I will continue to have that debate with the single
Greens member—who has now left—in this upper house chamber, because those on this side of the
chamber fight very hard every day to win governments in every seat and have respect for citizens right
across Victoria, and this state budget, this state Labor budget, which apparently can attract absolutely
no support from the Greens party, is yet another example of the Labor Party in action, the Labor Party
fighting hard to form government and then to deliver to the people of Victoria.
So it is with great pleasure, in total contrast to the previous speaker, that I rise to congratulate the Labor
government, who fought a really hard-fought campaign in November 2018, based on the delivery of
election commitments that reached every corner of this state. It was not about sitting in Brunswick
Street or Lygon Street or Chapel Street; it was about talking to people not only in the inner city but in
our suburbs, our outer suburbs, our regions and our rural towns.
This state budget is five years now of a focus on jobs, jobs, jobs. You can sip all the lattes you like—
and let me tell you, I have already had two today, and they were very good. I am just about to move
to soy lattes or maybe a chai. And I have had my smashed avocado and goats cheese, and it was
fantastic. Let me tell you: I grew up in the inner city and I have eaten a lot of those in my time. But
what we are charged to do, particularly those of us who have had the benefit of university education
and who have had the benefit of growing up in middle-class households, where we have been
supported, our job is to look beyond our own experience and say, ‘What are we doing for the rest of
the state? How are we lifting people up? How are we letting them rise out of circumstances that are
not their fault?’. And when we do not have a mine, a farm, a factory, in the streets of the inner city,
why are we so sanctimonious and loud about telling the rest of Victoria how they should be living
their lives or trying to shut down the jobs that their communities rely on and have relied on for
generations? Nobody is shutting down Brunswick Street, but a lot of towns get shut down right across
Australia when this sort of nonsense is allowed to be promulgated without any response.
We absolutely have core responsibilities to lift up people from poverty, to give every child the best
chance at education, to allow people to live their dreams and aspirations where they want to do it and
to be able to get around the city so they are not a victim of being stuck in a car for 3 hours a day. We
are there to make sure that we have sustainable industries—that our trees are allowed to grow but
people’s jobs are not slashed as a result of that. These are the complexities of government; these are
the complexities of progressive government, and there has been no greater progressive government
than the Andrews Labor government, I believe, in the history of Victoria.
The Andrews Labor government has built at every stage on the huge social policy changes that began
with Cain and continued with Bracks and Brumby, and on top of that socially progressive agenda at
its core has been that people need to put food on their table. And not just that—they need to have
meaningful work where they are treated with respect, because that is part of the dignity of human life
and that is part of the dignity of the human experience.
This budget, once again, has an investment in schools—and you know I have got so many things here
that I got sidetracked from, and I have only got 2 minutes. There are the schools that will share in the
funding in Eastern Victoria, the stamp to push out bullying in schools and the huge, huge change
subsidised three-year-old kinder is going to make in people’s lives right across Victoria, including in
the community of Eastern Victoria.
I have had the pleasure of visiting many local kindergartens where the funding in other areas has
transformed the way our kids are being raised. And we cannot talk about education without discussing
free TAFE, which is a gateway for so many people into a meaningful career, into transforming their
lives. Free TAFE! It would have been really appreciated if the speaker before perhaps mentioned those
building blocks of trying to change people’s lives—and then to talk about homelessness as she did.
Our current Minister for Housing—there has been no greater left-wing champion of housing and
homelessness than Richard Wynne, who lives the experience right near so many of the flats in his own
electorate. It is outrageous—quite frankly, outrageous.
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There is job creation once again. The health sector—huge amounts of money are being spent as they
should be in making sure that every Victorian, regardless of their bank balance, gets access to topquality health care. And there is all of that investment in regional Victoria in specialist appointments,
nurse-patient ratios—the list goes on and on and on. Our wonderful paramedics—the contribution
they make has been rewarded again in the budget. Again, this infrastructure budget is not only about
creating jobs but it is also transforming the way we are all moving around the most rapidly growing
state in Australia.
This is a budget to be proud of. It is the fifth budget, and it builds on the work about dignity, about
work, about protecting our vulnerable, about raising people up, about making sure they get a good
education and when they need a doctor they can get one, they can raise their kids in an optimistic way
and they can move around whatever town or city they live in.
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (11:26): Before I deal with the budget, I just want to give
comfort to Ms Garrett because she might like to know that the Greens have done exceptionally badly
in rural Victoria in the last federal election. In all rural seats, as designated by the AEC, they went
backwards considerably, and in the great seat of Wannon, with the wonderful federal Minister for
Education, Mr Tehan, they came in last—that is, behind Mr Clive Palmer’s candidate and an
independent candidate who jumped in the bay. It is all happening, Ms Garrett. Do not worry about the
Greens; they are being wiped out, especially in rural Victoria. But I am interested she noted that it is
terrible for people travelling on congested roads. Three hours, I think she mentioned, people might be
stuck on congested roads. Well, we only needed to build the east–west link. We have wasted
$1.3 billion not to build it. That would have been a start to get all your city friends living inside the
tram tracks to their destination more quickly.
To go back to the actual budget, which I rise to speak on today, it was handed down by a Treasurer
who is so arrogant that he has told Victorians who are struggling under the weight of increased taxes
to ‘get a life’. What a disgrace! This from the most senior minister of the state. We can only assume
his comments are representative of the Premier and the entire government. What does that say to
Victorians struggling to get a life and to get ahead? It is no wonder they delayed the delivery of the
budget until after the federal election. Had it been delivered before the successful re-election of the
Morrison government, Scott Morrison and Josh Frydenberg would have been responsible for winning
more seats. They did well to delay it, because they would have been wiped out even further.
This is a classic Labor budget. It is about division and debt. It is about redistribution of wealth from
those who work hard and who just want to get on with trying to buy a house, feed their families,
provide an education for their children and beat the elements and world prices on their farms. This
budget pits country against city, children against children and electorate against electorate. The 2019–
20 budget escalates the debt burden of Victorians to stratospheric heights. The debt is currently
$22.8 billion. In four years time it will have reached $55 billion. Debt is not something that is
irrelevant; it is no different to personal debt. After all, the government is not a wealth creator; it is a
wealth taker. Someone has to pay debt back.
Hardworking Victorians fund government, essential services as well as extravagances, and
hardworking Victorians in this generation and the next will have to pay the interest bill. I am sure this
government is banking on interest rates staying low, but this is never guaranteed in any economy.
Despite claims that this government has produced a budget for all Victorians, country Victorians and
others have been clearly left wanting. In Western Victoria Region we have the worst roads, as per
independent analysis by the RACV. The federal government promised $140 million to help fix our
key freight roads and the Princes Highway between Warrnambool and Port Fairy. They realise how
important these roads are to families, to businesses and to feeding this city and providing valuable
export revenue. I have frequently called on the government to match this funding, but no hope. Under
this Minister for Roads, who is also a member responsible for the region in which I am a member,
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despite the brilliant advocacy of the Princes Highway West Action Alliance and all the responsible
local governments in the area, these desperate pleas have been ignored.
Daniel Andrews can only be described as a liar. Hand on heart he proclaimed that there would be no
new taxes. Well, surprise, surprise! There have been 20 new taxes since this government came to
power: 20 new taxes that involve wealth redistribution, big spending and wasteful government, and
that is why they need them. Of course they need more money from Victorians because they need to
fund their union allies and grow their socialist agenda while funding their incompetent management
of most projects, especially major projects. No private sector business would remain in business if it
operated as incompetently as this government in the delivery of projects.
There are so many examples: the North East Link was promised to be $5 billion and has now blown
out to $15.79 billion—that is a blow out of $10.7 billion; the West Gate Tunnel, a blowout of
$5.8 billion; level crossing removals, a blowout of $3.3 billion; and so on. There are numerous
examples of their incompetent management and projection of spending on projects.
Country Victorians, especially farmers, will be most adversely affected by the proposed fire insurance
levy, which has been increased to 10 per cent, and by 2022–23 it will have increased to 20 per cent.
This comes on top of many rural properties, given that this government has insisted on annual
valuations, having their valuations increased by 50 per cent. The fire insurance levy is on top of that,
and it is a very serious impost and a fixed cost on how you do business in a free market, which is
farming. This increase, of course, is required to pay for the new career firefighter services, which were
previously largely provided by volunteers in country Victoria. The powerful, career-only United
Firefighters Union, of which Ms Garrett seemed to be a victim, is the biggest beneficiary of levies,
which will be paid for by households and farmers.
Another tax, as my colleague previously mentioned, is the gold tax. Victoria was built on the back of
goldminers. We are in this magnificent building because of that wealth creation. These high-risk
enterprises will now be paying royalties for the first time ever. It is disgraceful. This mining sector is
now in a wave of very strong investment, but, like all Labor governments, if you are having a go, you
will get taxed, not rewarded, for risk-taking and effort. This is a serious problem. I have now learnt
that some goldmining enterprises in my electorate will be under threat. They may not be able to
continue.
Children in government schools will get free government services—this is where children are pitted
against children—and sanitary products, but not in non-government or Catholic schools. This is clearly
discriminatory. Parents in many rural and remote areas, and even in towns and cities, make
extraordinary sacrifices to use non-government and Catholic parish schools. Frequently there is no
choice but to fund your children’s education because the government service is so inadequate. It is
also patently obvious that road and rail funding is significantly directed to those electorates of
importance to the government. While the federal government allocated funds to roads, the state
government is unable to match them if they are not in their own electorates.
Victoria is now the highest taxing state in Australia—what a reputation to have. Land taxes have more
than doubled—up 109 per cent. Payroll tax has increased 27 per cent since Labor came to power. What
an iniquitous tax. You promote the idea of creating jobs and then you tax people for employing people.
It does not make sense. Public sector wages have blown out by 42 per cent under this government, but
where are the discernible beneficial outcomes?
So this government delivers increased debt, increased taxes, class warfare and division and pits
Victorians against Victorians. It is not a budget for all Victorians. It is a budget for some Victorians,
as identified by the Labor government.
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The PRESIDENT: Before I call on Minister Pulford, I think I might have heard Mrs McArthur
calling a member of the Assembly a liar. I think I might have. I just want to counsel the chamber that,
pursuant to standing order 12.22:
(2) No member will make an accusation of improper motives or a personal reflection on any other member
of either house.

So I will just counsel the chamber that it is okay to say that either a government or an opposition is
full of liars and it is okay to indicate that an individual may have misled the electorate over a certain
issue, because that is a debating topic, but you cannot actually call an individual of either chamber a
liar. I will call on Minister Pulford.
Mrs McARTHUR: President, I withdraw the word ‘liar’ and will say he clearly misrepresented
the electorate—
Mr Finn: Deliberately.
Mrs McARTHUR: Deliberately misrepresented the electorate.
The PRESIDENT: Spectacular. I call Minister Pulford.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (11:37): Well, that is going to be an act to follow, really. Thank you
for your counsel to the chamber as always, President.
It is my pleasure to join the debate today on the 2019–20 state budget, and it is always a really exciting
time, as Mr Rich-Phillips indicated in his contribution. It is one particular point in time each year when
we reflect on the state of the state’s economy and indeed the choices that the government of the day
makes in the allocation of the funds available to support such a wide range of activities, services and
projects across Victoria’s many communities.
This is a budget that has been put together in a more challenging environment than has previously
been the case for our government. As members well know, the housing market has been somewhat
quieter then over recent years, and that has had an impact on revenues. But even in that context it is
wonderful to see that the Treasurer has delivered for the Victorian community a budget that is in
surplus, a budget that is AAA rated and a budget that continues our government’s commitment to
transformative infrastructure projects and also a caring and compassionate community and a range of
services that reflect the greatest needs of members of Victoria’s communities.
Election commitments have been an essential, indeed a central, factor in the government’s thinking in
the preparation of this budget. As was the case in 2015, when our government brought down our first
budget, our focus was unapologetically on making good on the promises that we had made to the
Victorian community to set ourselves up for successful delivery of each and every one of our election
commitments.
You may have all heard the Premier use the phrase, ‘We say what we do and we do what we say’, and
this is a budget that very much reflects that ethos that is so central to the work of our government.
Budgets are also a wonderful opportunity, really more than at any other point in the year, for
governments to express their values and to make choices. Budgets always involve making choices and
decisions, hard decisions among them. There are many, many excellent projects, and there are many,
many excellent programs, and there are many, many needs, and always more than budget capacity can
support. So budgets are about choices for governments, and they are a reflection of our values.
I just thought I would take these few moments today to talk about some of the things in this budget
that I particularly like that are of benefit to people living in western Victoria, some reflections on some
investments in my own portfolio as well and then a couple of other perhaps more personal reflections
to conclude.
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Education is at the heart of what any Labor government does, and this budget fully funds three-yearold kindergarten. This is so exciting. Paediatric neuropsychologists have been telling us for years and
years and years about the importance of early years education, the importance of universal access to
three-year-old kinder, and this is something I am really, really excited about. It is about giving kids the
best start in life, and indeed in my own electorate there are a number of municipalities that will be part
of the very first year of this program, so Buloke, Hindmarsh, Northern Grampians and Yarriambiack
shires—four of the six. I would suggest that perhaps this has something to do with the amazing
advocacy of the communities in the Wimmera and surrounds on the question of early years education.
For the bigger kids there are investments in all manner of schools, and I know Ms Tierney and I are
particularly proud of the commitment by our government to, during this term, fund a much-vaunted
redevelopment of Baimbridge College. It was a very, very exciting day that I was able to make that
commitment on behalf of our government, and the investment is there in this budget to get started on
that, pronto—many, many schools throughout our region, many in Ballarat.
There are some wonderful programs here in this budget to ensure better health for people in rural and
regional Victoria—Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance stations, extending ambulance services,
transitioning a number of smaller regional stations from one ambulance officer to two, therefore
dramatically extending their hours and their reach. There is funding for 500 000 specialist medical
appointments for people in regional Victoria as well, and what this means is that people will have to
travel less distance to get the specialist medical support that they need when they or their families are
ill. There is dental in schools, there are mental health professionals in schools and there are even
tampons in schools, and what a wonderful thing all of those are.
We are so proud also to be continuing to fund the National Centre for Farmer Health, an awardwinning institution and something that I know people right across rural Victoria and particularly in
Hamilton absolutely cherish. There is funding for crisis accommodation in Horsham but also across
western Victoria.
Some of the fun and lovely things—our cultural and sporting institutions will benefit from investments
in this budget too. The Geelong Performing Arts Centre will be an extraordinary transition. Her
Majesty’s Theatre has been closed. It is an old building, and there were some pretty tricky structural
problems found there that necessitated the closure of a really important cultural institution in Ballarat.
The Peter Eddy project, as it is known at home, also known as the Ballarat sports and entertainment
precinct, will create an amazing sports event centre, which has great economic benefits as well as
being just a fantastic playing experience for people in indoor sports. There will be more silo art.
I congratulate Minister Symes for a great outcome on biosecurity. Our winemakers will be exporting
in greater levels. Again I congratulate my friend and colleague Gayle Tierney on her excellent work
securing a wonderful outcome for the library in Warrnambool. People have been talking about that
since before time began just about. There are also fast trains, further cuts to payroll tax and so many
jobs. So this has been a fantastic budget for western Victoria and one where I am really excited to see
the rollout of all of those different programs and projects.
In my own portfolios of roads and road safety, there is a massive suburban roads blitz. The funding is
there for North East Link, again something that has been talked about for decades, and our government
is so proud to be getting this done. For maintenance, which is so important for safety on our roads and
the good, safe and smooth travel of people, whether they are in cars, on bikes, whether they are on
foot, whether they are on a motorcycle—everybody—there is $653 million in the budget. There will
be around 1100 jobs created in the delivery of that maintenance program too, so no matter where
people go, whether it is in Melbourne or in regional Victoria, they will see a road crew. We can just
about guarantee that.
There has been a lot of discussion in the Victorian community—really for 50 years or longer and most
definitely this year—about people who lose their lives or who are seriously injured on Victoria’s roads,
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and the budget includes additional funding of $121 million for enforcement and advancing new
technology, particularly around the incidence of phone use in cars. There will be additional cameras.
The Monash University Accident Research Centre—the nation’s leading experts and indeed some of
the world’s leading experts on road safety initiatives and other safety programs—have assessed this
investment to be something that will lead to 60 lives being saved and 260 serious injuries being
avoided. That is a wonderful, wonderful investment that is about ensuring Victorians are safe, no
matter where they are and no matter where they are going, to the full extent that we can. There are tens
of millions of dollars for other projects, including intersection upgrades. I know that Mary-Anne
Thomas is very excited about what is going to happen in Gisborne. There is a whole lot going on in
Ballarat. There are projects on the Surf Coast and projects in Melbourne suburbs as well.
In fishing and boating there is going to be a bonanza, with $82 million to deliver on our commitments
to improve boat ramps; to establish the Better Boating Fund, which I know is much anticipated; to
create our very own native fish hatchery; and also importantly to provide the compensation for the
10 licence-holders in the Gippsland Lakes who are impacted by our decision that netting will be
removed from the Gippsland Lakes over the next couple of years. That is really important for those
fishing families—and I have met them all—for the certainty that they need so that they can plan what
is next for their own families and their own livelihoods.
We spent quite a lot of time and even more energy in the last Parliament in this place debating end-oflife choices and end-of-life care. There was an extraordinary parliamentary committee inquiry and an
extraordinary debate, which resulted in an Australian first: a historic legalisation of physician-assisted
dying. This reform will take effect in a few short weeks. I know it was a challenging debate for
everybody on both sides of the debate. I know that during that discussion, which really dominated a
lot of debate and energy in the Parliament over more than a year, there was much discussion about the
importance of palliative care. I had the opportunity during that debate to reflect on my great love and
admiration for people who work in palliative care and indeed made some personal reflections about
my own experiences of that. This budget has funding for a 24-hour support line that will provide
extraordinary relief to families in the most challenging of circumstances. There is also funding for
specialist services in regional Victoria. Those are a couple of things that I am incredibly proud of.
In the same vein, and also on something of a personal note, I do particularly love and commend the
health minister, Jenny Mikakos, and her predecessor, Jill Hennessy, for their work in supporting the
incredible Royal Children’s Hospital. I note that this budget includes funding for an expansion of
30 new beds—which is the first expansion, to the best of my knowledge, since that extraordinary
facility was opened—and an expansion of the emergency department as well.
This is a budget that has a lot of heart in it. This is a budget that is about ensuring the responsible
management of the state’s finances to create the right environment that is conducive for business to
invest and to grow and for jobs to be created. It continues our transformative investment in major
transport infrastructure projects. It continues our work in ensuring that family violence is something
we eliminate over the course of this generation. It is a budget that makes sure that when kids go to school
they get what they need—that little three-year-olds get a great start in life—and that people, no matter
where they live, have access to excellent-quality health care as close to home as they possibly can.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (11:52): I am pleased to rise this morning to make some comments
in relation to the state government’s budget. But I am not pleased that there has been a high level of
neglect again of country Victoria, specifically of Eastern Victoria Region. What have we seen in this
budget? We have seen taxes, we have seen cuts and we have seen country neglect. We have seen again
that the Premier is a Premier of the haves and the have-nots, and rural and regional Victoria is again
in the column of the have-nots.
We know that coming up to the election we saw this government put $1 million of state funding, state
taxes—people’s hard-earned cash—into convincing the population that they should not vote for a
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Liberal-Nationals federal government. They put $1 million into that. They were complaining that there
was not enough federal infrastructure funding—‘Don’t vote for them, vote for us’. What we have seen
from that, and henceforth, is an arrogant government say, ‘No, no, we reject your $4 billion’—
$4 billion that would create the east–west link that is on the table from Scott Morrison. We have seen
them reject that. All of the key infrastructure reports, from Infrastructure Victoria and Infrastructure
Australia, have all said that this is a key priority. But no, this is an arrogant government saying, ‘We
don’t want it’.
Rural and regional Victorians make up 25 per cent of the population, and we are a hardworking,
dedicated and tough group in country Victoria. We are 25 per cent of the population, but what we see
in this budget is that this budget provides us with only 4 per cent of the infrastructure spend on road
and rail—4 per cent. Where is the balance here? There is absolutely none, and we can see that again
in this budget. We see that there is no funding for a dedicated line into Gippsland. Gippsland
commuters, Gippsland passengers and Gippsland families are so sick of cancellations, of delays and
of having bus replacements not because their line is being upgraded but because the metro line that
connects in from Pakenham is being upgraded.
There is no ultimate net benefit for those people who live in Sale, Bairnsdale, Traralgon and Morwell
based on this budget. What we see thankfully, though, is that my federal colleague—
Ms Shing: ‘My friend Darren Chester’.
Ms BATH: Thank you, Ms Shing. Yes, Darren Chester has put some money on the table, and I
will speak more about his commitment to regional Victoria. We have seen some more money being
put there from the federal government, including $8 million to support regional rail into Gippsland—
$8 million for a case for fast rail. This is the government having to come in and mop up time and time
again in relation to Gippsland. They are also coming to the table and putting in $132 million to create
that last and final stage of the Princes Highway duplication between Traralgon and Sale—the last
remaining segments that we need to have a dual highway. This is so important to our rural people who
are transporting their agricultural products. It is so important for safety. There is nothing more
frustrating than getting stuck behind slow coaches when you need to get your supplies to and from
locations. We want to be able to encourage more tourists into our beautiful area of Gippsland, and
what do we see? No, this government is so arrogant that they are spending 96 per cent of the
infrastructure budget in metropolitan Melbourne.
Mrs McArthur: Inside the tram tracks.
Ms BATH: Inside the tram tracks, exactly. In terms of neglect, I have heard it in the lower house
and I have heard it in the upper house in relation to funding for hospitals in metropolitan Melbourne.
Now, no-one wants to see any hospital that is in need of an overhaul, is in need of a rebuild, to be
neglected, but we know in country Victoria that West Gippsland Hospital is desperately in need of a
total rebuild and a new location between Morwell and Drouin. We know that the land is there and is
ready to go. We came to the election with a commitment, and had we been successful there would be
plans in place to build that. We know that the population in the Central Gippsland region is blooming
because people want to move to the country. They know that it is a great area to move to, but this
government has turned away from those people, neglecting them again.
What we also know is that Mark Richards, when he was a candidate for the seat of Morwell, said in a
press release—I will not quote it exactly, but I can remember it—that the government in the first term,
in the first year, would provide funding for the Latrobe Regional Hospital. We have not seen that. Of
that $270 million, we have seen $7 million for planning. I guarantee you that their plans are well and
truly fast around it and quite fulsome in order to even achieve that level of funding. So we have not
seen that happening.
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What we have also not seen happening is school funding. We have seen schools being neglected in
our rural and regional area and schools being neglected in Eastern Victoria Region. We know that
Korumburra Secondary College is so desperately in need of an upgrade that we have put the money
on the table and presented stage 1 of its upgrade. We know also that the community, the school
community and the parent community are so behind this. They have been lobbying and lobbying, but
it is falling on deaf ears. I congratulate my lower house colleague Danny O’Brien for continuing to
work and advocate for this. But this is a government that is focused on the city and not rural and
regional Victoria.
Foster Primary School has also been neglected and taken out of the budget for completion of its
renewal. We know that Bairnsdale Secondary College has been left out. I have been there and seen
the fact that the school is woefully in need of its final stage upgrade. One of my favourite and dearest
schools in the electorate, Latrobe Special Developmental School, is again left out of this year’s budget.
There is no line item for Latrobe Special Developmental School in this budget. How am I going?
Members interjecting.
Ms BATH: I think it is question time. I shall enjoy continuing the discussion on the budget after
question time.
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
HOSPITAL WAITING LISTS
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:00): My question is to the Minister for Health. Tara
Campbell and Adam Barton’s 15-month-old baby, Ryder, has been diagnosed with oral aversion and
severe gastric reflux, a condition which has seen him hospitalised at the Mercy, Royal Children’s or
Goulburn Valley hospitals almost on a weekly basis since birth. Ryder is failing to thrive. In April he
was referred to the Royal Children’s Hospital for urgent assessment but was put on a 90-day waitlist
to see a paediatrician. On 7 May a paediatrician from the Royal Children’s Hospital told Adam and
Tara that Ryder required an urgent operation to correct the reflux, which would relieve him of pain.
On 27 May Ryder’s parents received correspondence from the Royal Children’s Hospital saying that
he was on a waitlist for assessment by a surgeon, but gave no date for an operation, and that the hospital
would contact them every three months to see if they still require the appointment. Minister, will you
act urgently, not send a letter to the parents saying that you are acting urgently, and personally pick up
the phone so that Ryder can get the help he and his parents so desperately need?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:01): I thank the member for her question. I can advise her that I have acted urgently in relation to
this matter. In fact Ryder’s family have been contacted. On receiving this correspondence, my office
requested the Royal Children’s Hospital to look at this matter urgently. Appointments have been
secured, and I have responded to the family’s concerns.
Can I just make the point to the member that, as she would appreciate, once matters are raised in
Hansard there is a permanent record of a patient’s personal details, including their name and their
health condition. This will be something that will be there permanently for this child for the rest of
their life. I do think the member would be aware that, where she is copied into emails, I take these
matters very seriously, my office takes these matters very seriously and they are responded to very
quickly. The member would understand, as other members would, that I have particular obligations
under health privacy legislation, as do our health services, and I think it is important that these matters
are raised in a more appropriate way. In the future I am always happy to receive representations from
members about these issues, act on them and ensure that these matters are addressed in a timely way.
But I do think it would have been more appropriate for the member to have approached me about this
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issue when I could have given her the reassurance that I have given to her in the house now that this
particular family’s needs are being addressed.
The other point that I make to the member is that, as she would be aware, our government has made a
significant investment of more than $31 million for the Royal Children’s Hospital to get the expansion
that it needs in this week’s state budget. We have put in a record budget of $2.5 billion to run our
hospitals this year. We are taking the action that is needed to ensure that families and patients in this
state can get the support that they need from our excellent healthcare professionals, and I certainly
wish Ryder and his family all the very best with his ongoing medical issues.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:04): Minister, can I assure you that the parents did
want me to raise this with you in the Parliament today, and that is why I have, like I have for those
other patients that have also been subject to waiting lists. This is just another example of Victorian
patients and vulnerable patients like Ryder who are cruelly stuck on hidden and extended waitlists—
Ms Mikakos: This is nonsense.
Ms CROZIER: Well, Minister, you say that is nonsense, but I raised three issues last sitting week,
including Deanne from Frankston and your false budget expenditure on that. So I ask: Minister, there
has been $24.5 billion wasted by this government on cost blowouts; how will you ensure your
government’s economic mismanagement does not see waiting lists affecting Victorian children blow
out even further?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:04): There is a very remote connection to the substantive question there, where I have responded
to the member around the specific case. But the member was the Parliamentary Secretary for Health
when they did not publish specialist data at all. They hid the health data. They hid all the hospital
performance data. Our government has been very transparent in publishing data regularly on a
quarterly basis. We are also delivering on putting in place record funding, as I explained, of $2.5 billion
to run our hospitals. The member was the parliamentary secretary when they slashed $1 billion out of
the hospital system, so we know the member’s track record when it comes to these issues. We know
her leader’s track record when it comes to these issues. He is sitting next to her. They slashed and
burnt in our health system. They privatised hospitals— (Time expired)
NURSE-TO-PATIENT RATIOS
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (12:06): My question is to the Minister for Health, representing
the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers. Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party has long supported the
implementation of nurse-to-patient ratios in all aged-care homes. The aged-care royal commission has
received numerous submissions from members of the public, patients and nurses also calling for nurseto-patient ratios in order to ensure that a high level of care is maintained. The nurses union is also
lobbying for mandated aged-care staffing ratios, which it estimates would cost an additional
$5.3 billion over six years nationally. My question is: is the minister able to provide any insight into
whether the Andrews government is considering mandating nurse-to-patient ratios in aged care?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:07): I just want to make clear, firstly, that that question will be addressed to Minister Donellan, as
the minister for aged care. But can I just make the point to the member, firstly, that the Victorian
government in fact operates the largest number of public aged-care facilities in Australia. I am very
proud of the fact that it was Dan Andrews who committed at the 2014 election to stop the privatisation
of our public aged-care system that David Davis put in place. We are committed to keeping them in
public hands, and that is what we have done. In fact they are the only aged-care facilities that have
these nurse-to-patient ratios. So we are providing a level of care in our public aged-care facilities that
does not exist necessarily in the not-for-profit and the private aged-care sector.
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The issues the member has raised largely relate to the commonwealth government, because it is in fact
their funding—or inadequate funding—that is preventing the larger aged-care sector that runs these
facilities to put these ratios in place. We look forward to receiving the recommendations of the royal
commission. That is doing very important work in shining a light on the deficiencies in our aged-care
system right around the country at the moment, and we will be obviously working closely and
cooperating with that royal commission as it relates to the aged-care facilities that we run and manage
through our health services—
The PRESIDENT: Minister, can I interrupt you. I ask members of the gallery not to take photos
of proceedings. It is not permitted.
Ms MIKAKOS: I welcome our visitors to the gallery. Of course we would be very happy to
facilitate any photos outside the chamber afterwards. I am happy to volunteer myself.
I just want to reassure the member that this is an important issue that he raises around quality of care,
of course. Elderly Victorians going into our aged-care facilities, whether they are privately run ones
or ones run by our public health services, deserve the care and the dignity that they need in their last
few years. It is important that the royal commission recommendations do guide the entire sector about
the further steps that are needed in this respect. I will refer the member’s question to the relevant
minister. If there is anything more that he can add in assisting the member, I am sure he would be very
happy to do that.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: AMBULANCE SERVICES
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:10): I rise to inform the house on how the Andrews Labor government is ensuring Victorians get
the best emergency care when they need it. The 2019–20 budget invests nearly $300 million to meet
growing demand and support improved response times by our dedicated ambulance services. This
budget fully funds our election commitment that will see 23 cutting-edge response vehicles hit the
roads, new ambulance stations at East Bentleigh and Clyde North and upgraded stations at Gisborne
and Ocean Grove. More than 90 paramedics will be recruited to support the upgrade of 15 single-crew
stations to convert them to dual-crew and deploy additional mobile intensive care ambulance officers
and paramedics across regional and rural Victoria.
Since we have come into government the Andrews Labor government has invested a record $1 billion
in Victoria’s ambulance service, more than double the previous Liberal government, funding
1000 paramedics and 35 new and upgraded ambulance stations. Since I have been the minister I have
had the great pleasure of opening up some of our newest branches at Diamond Creek and in Preston
and turning the sod at the Terang and Bacchus Marsh branches, which are currently under
construction. These modern facilities will support our paramedics to do what they do best, and that is
saving lives.
Under the previous coalition government, when Ms Crozier was the Parliamentary Secretary for
Health, Victoria’s ambulance system was in crisis and ambulance response times were the worst on
the Australian mainland, putting lives at risk. Thanks to our investment and our hardworking
paramedics, ambulances are now responding to emergency cases faster than ever before. The latest
data shows paramedics reached 84.2 per cent of code 1 patients within 15 minutes—2 minutes and
50 seconds quicker when compared to the Liberals’ final March quarter.
So when it comes to our paramedics, we are backing our paramedics, unlike the Liberals, who during
the Kennett government privatised the emergency despatch system and privatised non-emergency
patient transport, and even some ambulance branches got privatised as well. They slashed paramedic
jobs, and that of course cost lives. So we will always back our paramedics and ensure that people get
the life-saving services that they need.
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GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:12): My question is to the
Special Minister of State and Leader of the Government. Minister, will you confirm that the Andrews
government pulled its partisan Fair Share ads in the last few days of the federal election campaign
because they would have breached the political advertising blackout rules?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:13): In fact the interesting
thing about the ads is that they continue to this very day and will continue to run for another few weeks
at the very least because the Victorian government is very determined to protect the interests of
Victorian citizens, as we have discussed in the chamber within the last month. The Victorian
government does not shy away from standing up for Victorians’ interests, and we continue to run those
ads. We will continue to advocate on behalf of Victorian citizens in terms of getting a fair share from
the commonwealth.
Our track record as a state of receiving our fair share from the commonwealth government almost
since federation has been underwhelming in terms of the return to Victorian taxpayers in relation to
their share of GST revenues. Under successive coalition and Labor governments coming out of
Canberra there was not a return to Victorian taxpayers of our fair share. So if there was one campaign
that needed to actually be mounted and continue to be mounted and is being mounted to this very day
on behalf of Victorian citizens, it is that we deserve a fair share.
Mr Davis, in terms of the scheduling of the advertising campaign, the advertising campaign was
confidently undertaken by the Victorian government for all the interests that I have actually outlined
to you in this chamber on a number of occasions, including at this moment—the Victorian
government’s interests. In a non-partisan way we actually took on behalf of Victorian citizens a call
to Canberra. The scheduling of the ads is determined by the Victorian government for reasons that suit
the interests of Victoria to actually make sure that we were never shirking the issue of fighting for our
fair share. The scheduling is totally at the discretion and the determination of the Victorian government.
Currently we are going to run them for a couple more weeks, and if we decide to run them again at
any time in the future, we will do so consistent with Victorian law and consistent with commonwealth
law. We have no problems, no concerns at all, about the legitimacy of running that campaign.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:15): This is confirmation that
in fact they did not run in the blackout period.
Mr Jennings interjected.
Mr DAVIS: No, you know they did not run then, because they would have breached the
Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918.
Mr Jennings: No, they would not.
Mr DAVIS: Yes, they would have. Yes, they would have. You didn’t run them.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr Davis, on the question, please.
Mr DAVIS: So, President, I take that as a confirmation that in the blackout period the ads were in
fact pulled, and doesn’t that in fact prove that these were partisan ads, and the fact that they—
Mr Jennings: It proves nothing.
Mr DAVIS: Oh, yes, it does. You know very well that you pulled them for that reason. Isn’t it a
fact that this was taxpayers money squandered on a partisan political campaign?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:16): No.
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WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (12:16): My question is to the minister representing the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. In the last few days there have been reports
that countries in South-East Asia are refusing to be the world’s rubbish dumps any longer. In fact
Malaysia has said it will start sending rubbish back to countries, including to Australia. The waste
business model based on exploiting poor countries has failed. This comes on top of China’s National
Sword policy, which has already severely impacted Victoria’s waste and recycling systems. What
contingency plans are in place to deal with the new reality and ensure Victoria will not be in the
position we found ourselves in just a few months ago, with the recycling sector on the verge of collapse
and thousands of tonnes of recycling going to landfill?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:17): I thank Dr Ratnam for
her question. As to her concern about recycling and resource recovery in this state, I have no doubt
about it that some issues are sometimes contestable between her and me in this chamber, but this is
not an issue that we are contesting at all in relation to the urgent and ongoing need for us to actually
increase our resource recovery in this state and to account for what has been an international crisis of
recycling that has been caused by decisions by sovereign governments—decisions that they are
perfectly entitled to make. China and other jurisdictions are entitled to stop receiving material that they
cannot either environmentally or commercially process, where there has been an absence of markets.
The global recycling crisis affects most economies around the world one way or another, whether they
are very good at recycling or whether they are not so good at recycling. It is actually something that
affects all economies around the globe, and it is ultimately for a mixture of environmental reasons,
commercial reasons and market-based opportunities.
Our approach in Victoria in terms of trying to deal with those issues fundamentally boils down to the
fact that there is not an appropriate mix of containment, of storage, of processing and of market-based
opportunities to process large volumes of recycled material in a way which is commercially viable. So
the government is looking at ways of actually driving greater investment in terms of processing
capacity. It is interested in supporting local government and the industry itself in the collection and
distribution of this material, but most of all it needs to look at ways in which we can increase, either
through regulation or more importantly procurement, the way in which we can guarantee certain
volumes of recyclable material to be used into the future. They are the activities that my colleague and
the government are working on.
There has been significant investment before the budget and including in the budget in relation to this
area of activity. I have not got those numbers off the top of my head, but I know that we as a
government have committed resources in the last six months to those endeavours. We will continue to
do so. My colleague may be able to augment my answer, but those are the activities that we are
undertaking for all the good reasons that you understand and advocate on behalf of—that we need to
do better. We are determined to do better, and we will embark upon those activities in the future.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (12:20): I thank the minister for his answer, and should the
minister for environment be augmenting his response, I would like particular attention to be paid to
responding to this new development in the environment around recycling and those decisions by those
countries. Furthermore, the Malaysian environment minister is reported to have said that some
recycling from Australia was subpar and contaminated, including plastic bottles full of maggots. Does
the government know of any companies operating in Victoria that have been sending contaminated
recycling to South-East Asia as part of their response to the China National Sword policy, and is it in
discussions with recycling companies to develop contingency plans, given the latest developments, to
manage our recycling sector here in Victoria?
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Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:21): In relation to what
Dr Ratnam has asked, obviously my colleague will need to specifically answer the question about
what action has been undertaken. I, in my contribution, can actually say there has already been too
much conflict in my lifetime between Australia and Malaysia. If we can actually reduce that conflict,
all the better. Ultimately in relation to the quality assurance, clearly resource recovery does not work
if it is actually contaminated and not of a quality that can be used. So clearly that message has to be
understood in the way in which we process. If we do domestic processing and consumption or whether
we do it on an international scale, we have to apply those standards.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TAFE FUNDING
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (12:21): I rise to update the house on the Andrews Labor government’s further investment
in Victoria’s TAFE infrastructure. Prior to last year’s state election Labor announced a $220 million
Building Better TAFEs Fund, the largest single investment in Victoria’s TAFE asset portfolio in recent
times. In the 2019–20 state budget that funding is starting to flow. In this year’s budget we are
contributing to the build of four capital works projects, including $23.5 million to upgrade the
Gordon’s culinary school at the Geelong city campus. Also I was in Warrnambool last Monday
morning, where I made the announcement that the money would be available for a new library and
learning hub at South West TAFE’s Warrnambool campus.
Ms Wooldridge: On a point of order, President, I do not believe that the ministers statements
extend to being able to read a document in great detail. The minister has been speaking for nearly a
minute and has not lifted her eyes once; she has just read line by line. Can I ask for the minister to
uphold the practice of the house, as she is the minister responsible for these areas, and actually not
read slavishly from a document?
The PRESIDENT: Sorry, I was diverted for a second, but I did see the minister was just referring
to notes. In saying that, it is actually a ministers statement, so I think that there should be some leniency
about reading such a statement to the house. I will ask the minister to continue, but I would say that if
people are making a statement in this house, I can understand if it is actually a written statement as
well. I will look into that in the future, and I will ask the minister to continue.
Ms TIERNEY: Thank you, President. Clearly the opposition are very sensitive about this issue,
because they did not promise one dollar in last year’s state election towards TAFE infrastructure—not
one dollar. So they are absolutely embarrassed about their lack of contribution to this very important
institution in this state.
We also in the state budget made an allocation of $10.2 million for an integrated centre for construction
technologies for Box Hill. Then there was a further $2.54 million for nursing and training facilities at
GOTAFE’s Seymour campus. These are fantastic announcements, coupled with a further half a
million dollars for Melbourne Polytechnic and indeed Chisholm Institute so that they can get ahead
and start planning for their new campuses that were announced during the election period. We are
building modern, effective infrastructure buildings that we can all enjoy and that will be able to meet
the needs of Victorians.
BALLANTYNES SADDLE PROTEST
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:25): My question is for the Minister for Agriculture. Minister,
two weeks ago protesters prevented forestry workers from entering a coupe at Ballantynes Saddle.
The contractor, Robin Logging Pty Ltd, has been giving a number of excuses as to why authorised
officers could not attend, including that there were not enough officers available because somebody
was sick. Minister, these excuses are, frankly, embarrassing. There are also reports that the department
refused offers of assistance from agencies, including the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning and VicForests. Is this government policy to go soft on illegal protesters?
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Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:26): Thanks, Ms Bath, for your question. I was following that protest and
was very concerned about the disruption to operations. The allegations are currently being
investigated, and it is a little bit hard for me to go into too much detail in relation to that, as it is ongoing.
I do say, and I have stated previously in the Parliament, that we as a government strongly condemn
illegal protesting activities when they disrupt legal businesses. I note that the protesters were removed
from the site on 17 May, and they have not since returned.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:27): I note the minister’s response. The protesters were not
removed; they actually left of their own accord. My supplementary question, Minister, is: this two
weeks of illegal action cost the Robin family $150 000, paying wages to staff who could not work and
meeting contractual obligations. Minister, will you compensate this family business for the
government’s appalling inaction?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:27): I thank Ms Bath for her supplementary question. As I alluded to in
my substantive answer, this matter is currently being investigated, and I will get back to her after the
investigation is concluded.
CRYPTOCURRENCY
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:27): My question is to the minister representing the
Treasurer in this house, Mr Jennings. Cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, Ripple and Tron are
now accepted as legitimate forms of assets and as payments for goods and services in Australia. Digital
asset trading is now regulated and monitored by several bodies, including the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission, AUSTRAC, the Australian Taxation Office and through the Australian
Digital Commerce Association. These digital assets, which use cryptography to secure their
transaction, have become increasingly popular amongst the public, with billions of dollars transacted
annually, while some of Australia’s largest cryptocurrency exchanges are based right here in
Melbourne. My question is: what steps is the Victorian government taking to make cryptocurrency
more widely accepted across government platforms now that it has become a legitimate form of asset
and payment?
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:29): I thank Ms Patten. I
thank Mr Dalidakis for perhaps creating a segue through interjection about how my response may be
framed in relation to Ms Patten’s question.
Ms Patten is associated, as we all know, with things that are out on the edge. She is pushing things out
to the edge in a whole variety of areas. Sometimes there is an interesting mix between the risk and the
opportunity that is associated with that push. Indeed I am very mindful of it because it is interesting in
relation to this balance. I am mindful of the Chinese characters for the word ‘crisis’. Two characters
come together: danger and opportunity—risk and opportunity in relation to this. China as a
jurisdiction, for instance, refuses to engage with cryptocurrency, because its assessment at this point
in time is that it has got enough difficulty in managing its market systems and its regulatory
environment. It does not want an additional problem, so it rules out cryptocurrency as being a viable
option.
Finland, on the other side of the geographic connection, are very optimistic about it. They are
completely open, and they are 100 per cent with the program in relation to cryptocurrency. Russia is
somewhat in between those two jurisdictions, both in terms of geography and in temperament. In
Russia probably they are a bit interested in the adventurous side, perhaps some of the danger side.
They have not actually quite worked out how influential they are going to be on the regulatory side.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS STATEMENTS
1596

Legislative Council

Thursday, 30 May 2019

I use those three jurisdictions in relation to the challenge. The challenge is: how mature is your system
in terms of validating transactions that you may not actually have tangible assets for? Victoria was
established in the gold rush, back in the days when the whole value of currency was determined on a
fixed asset. We used to store gold just over here, so there was a very tangible connection between the
value of money and the proposition that underpinned it.
In the world of cryptocurrency we are moving to an area where you may not be able to validate the
real nature of a transaction, but you need to have information sources and technology that enables you
to validate it at a particular point in time; hence the interest in blockchain. For the second time in two
days I have had a conversation that relates to blockchain. We are clearly on the revolution in this
chamber, because up until this time I do not think I have ever had it discussed at all. These are things
that the Victorian government will be interested to see. As the Australian economy is opened up to
this, the taxation regime has to take account of this. Victoria will be looking at ways in which we can
get the balance right between the risk and the opportunities.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:32): Thank you, Minister. I appreciate that response. I
was actually in a convenience store this morning on the corner of Russell and Bourke streets, and there
is a Bitcoin ATM there, so it is changing. By way of supplementary, the state of Victoria holds a
multitude of assets and has deals in billions of dollars in transactions annually. Does the Victorian
government currently use cryptocurrency—I think I know the answer there—in any of its financial
dealings, and can the minister outline to the house what, if any, digital assets are currently held by the
Victorian government?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:32): I almost reckon that
from my first answer you may have been able to work out whether we actually make transactions in
cryptocurrency. No, we do not. In terms of the maturity of our systems and our regulatory environment
and our technical capability at this point in time in relation to being early adopters or movers at a
government level in relation to services, we are not at the cutting edge, but nobody is at the cutting
edge of it in terms of government services across Australia. I am not quite sure how many jurisdictions
across the world at a government level are leading that. Certainly Victoria is alive to these issues—
actually understands the potential benefits and understands the risks—and we know that we have to
be part of a worldwide digital movement in relation to these areas. Ultimately at the end of the day
what Victorian citizens want is confidence and to be able to verify and validate the nature of
transactions, and that is something that we will concentrate on: how do we guarantee confidence in
the validity of a transaction?
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: LAKE BULLEN MERRI
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:34): I am very pleased to update the house on an exciting
development at Lake Bullen Merri. This is a spot that is much beloved by our fishers and boaters, and
I am pleased to take the opportunity in the house today to announce that our government will invest
$25 000 to fund the design work needed to progress an upgrade of the boat-launching facilities. This
is one of Victoria’s most iconic freshwater fisheries. It is a place that people go in search of monster
Chinook salmon as well as a great time with family and friends. The context in which I am making
this announcement today of course is in a week where the government has—
Ms Bath: Are they faring all right? Are those fish faring all right?
Ms PULFORD: Yes, they are very well, thank you.
Members interjecting.
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Ms PULFORD: It is kind of a long story. I am not sure I have time to recap the Hazelwood
barramundi iconic fishery that upset the people from Darwin so much, but I did just want to take my
last moment to mention—
Ms Shing: They’re still in there. Let’s go fishing. Let’s bag one together.
Ms PULFORD: They are still in there and are faring okay. But not all of them did, I must confess.
Anyway, back to the budget, without assistance from all my friends here. There is $47.2 million being
invested to deliver on our election commitments to boaters. This will provide the means to eliminate
parking and launching fees at boat ramps across many, many destinations in Victoria and will also
establish the Better Boating Victoria Fund, something that was an election commitment that we made
and something that I know that many, many people in the community are very, very much looking
forward to.
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO THE MANAGEMENT OF POLICE INFORMANTS
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:36): My question is to the Leader of the
Government. I am tempted to ask for a 3-minute definition of ‘blockchain’, but—
Mr Jennings interjected.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS: Perhaps for next week.
I refer to the statement by Lawyer X royal commissioner Margaret McMurdo in relation to Victoria
Police that:
… constant public-interest immunity claims sometimes make my task in moving … forward in public akin
to a boxer in a fighting match with one hand tied behind his back and the other bruised and bleeding.

What is the government’s expectation in relation to Victoria Police’s constant use of public interest
immunity claims at the Royal Commission into the Management of Police Informants?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:37): Mr Rich-Phillips
understands that he has asked me a very, very difficult question. In fact the nature of the expectations
of the government in relation to any witness or any information that is actually sought by the royal
commission is that it should be provided in a way which is satisfactory to the royal commission in
terms of the statutory nature and the authority of the royal commission in relation to acquitting its
responsibilities and obligations. Any witness or any source of information should be fulsome and open
in the name of providing evidence to the royal commission. It is the government’s expectation that the
information will be provided to the degree of satisfaction of the commission.
If not a difficult question to answer, it is a particularly sensitive matter in relation to the way in which
Victoria Police exercises its statutory independence of government in terms of the separation of power
in relation to the obligations of the police commissioner and Victoria Police to acquit its
responsibilities in accordance with its independence and its view of providing safety in the name of
the public interest. So its judgement in these matters is independent of the government of the day.
What I have demonstrated to you in my answer is that the government’s expectation is that the method
of the royal commission should be respected and that the evidence should be provided to the royal
commission in the form of its importance and gravity as determined by the royal commission. The
government’s interest is for that to occur, but the government is also respectful of the statutory
independence of Victoria Police in determining its assessment of these matters.
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:39): I thank the minister for his answer.
The minister speaks about the statutory independence of Victoria Police. Of course the Victoria Police
Act 2013 does provide certain capacity for the government or the minister to direct Victoria Police on
certain matters under that act. The minister indicated the government’s expectation is that witnesses,
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including Victoria Police, will be fulsome and open at the royal commission. It is clear from the
frustrations expressed by the royal commissioner that in her view that is not necessarily occurring. Is
it the government’s view that Victoria Police has been fulsome and open with the royal commission
to date? I can rephrase that if you like, President.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Rich-Phillips. Can you rephrase that?
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS: Has Victoria Police met the government’s expectation of being fulsome
and open at the royal commission?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:40): I appreciate Mr RichPhillips has tried to accommodate the form of the question that actually satisfies the procedures or the
expectations of the chamber. Whether in fact he has actually provided a question that is in the form
that is appropriate for me to answer in acquitting my responsibilities is a different matter. So what I
am indicating to Mr Rich-Phillips and to the chamber is that the issues that I have actually outlined
and the principles that I have actually outlined in my substantive answer I maintain.
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:41): My question is to Minister Jennings as the Leader
of the Government in this place. In early April Premier Andrews announced a new mega transport
department that would include VicRoads and Public Transport Victoria. However, there has been
complete radio silence on this since this announcement. So given media reports that this new mega
department will take control in just over a month’s time on 1 July, I ask the minister to please share
details of the agencies included in and the responsibilities of the new department and whether there
will be any job losses resulting from the agency mergers and any new ministerial roles in this new
mega agency.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:42): I have had a very quiet
time in question time this week, but not today. We have certainly been covering a bit of territory today.
I thank Mr Barton for his question. In relation to the department that has been brought together to
acquit the government’s $40 billion infrastructure investment program, which is a complete
revolutionising and rebuilding of the public transport system and development of transport
infrastructure, road and rail, across the state in an unprecedented fashion, I thank him for the
opportunity to actually talk about the creation of that new entity, the Department of Transport, that
brings together the construction side through the metropolitan transit authority, through VicRoads and
the other agencies that actually come together, such as the level crossing authority. We will be working
in conjunction with the authority to actually acquit on the huge infrastructure build.
But then there are the agencies that actually work on delivering the services, whether it be, in terms of
the services that we actually provide, Public Transport Victoria, V/Line or VicTrack, which is the
agency that holds Victorian public transport assets, fixed assets and landholdings. It brings together
the elements to deal with our waterways, whether they be port authorities, the rural channels authority
and various port entities. In that context, if it has a connection to water, it also actually incorporates
the work of my colleague Minister Pulford; it brings together all her work in terms of roads, road safety
and fishing in relation to those responsibilities. It also has a number of regulatory responsibilities, and
that includes commercial passenger vehicle regulation, and it also includes the chief investigator of
transport safety.
So all those regulatory bodies come together within that agency. It comes together on 1 July. We are
actually hoping that it can manage all of those responsibilities, get the projects underway, get our
systems working more effectively, get our regulatory environment working more effectively and get
all of those elements coming together. That is the story—1 July.
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Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:44): Thank you, Minister. Earlier media reports
suggested there are provisions for additional transport-related government agencies to be added at a
later date, so can I ask the minister: will Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria be moving into this
new entity?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:45): In fact it is probably the
core that other parts are coming into, so the answer is yes. There will be a consolidation of all of those
entities that I described; they will be consolidating come 1 July. From that, up until then and beyond
that time, there will be considerations about the way in which the accommodation systems, operating
systems, legal systems and financial management systems may all come together, so there may be
some efficiencies that are brought together at an administrative level. This is actually not driven by
necessity in relation to the staffing profile, but it is relating to issues about the efficiencies and the
interconnectedness of all of those big moving parts of the biggest transport agenda we have ever seen.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: EXTRACTIVES SECTOR
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:45): I rise to inform the chamber of the way in which the Andrews Labor
government is supporting the extractives sector to provide the raw materials for our $107 billion
infrastructure pipeline. We are delivering the biggest infrastructure investment in the state’s history,
along with a pipeline of roads, train lines, schools and hospitals. At $107 billion this investment is
more than what the current federal government are outlining they plan to spend in the nation over the
next 10 years, so it is a significant infrastructure spend that we have here in the state of Victoria. Not
only does this mean jobs; it also means we need a lot of sand, concrete and rock, and that is why our
2019–20 budget delivers $13.2 million to provide these raw materials we need, protecting and creating
jobs in quarries and jobs all along the supply chain.
This investment will allow us to work with our local councils, industry and the community to make
sure potential quarry sites are developed in a way that is acceptable to locals so we are able to provide
low-cost building materials for the projects for our growing state. This budget initiative builds on an
approach we have successfully trialled in the Wyndham and South Gippsland areas. The trial has
clearly shown the benefits of communities, industries and local and state government departments
working together. The needed high-value resource can be quarried in a local community with the right
planning regulations and buffer zones, transport connections and community support.
There are often challenges about the location of quarries, particularly in growth areas, and it is vital
that we involve communities in the management of quarries in their areas to allow them to have a say
in how the sites are developed, how they are protected and how the sites will be used once the
commercial extraction ceases. This $13.2 million will also fund critical work to determine what
extractive resources will be required, where they will come from and when they will be needed. It is
really important to have resource planning, and we have the tools in the budget to make sure we have
got the materials we need for this massive infrastructure spend and we can continue this into the future.
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (12:47): As far as today’s questions go, can I thank Minister Mikakos for
getting Mr Grimley a written response in line with the standing orders from the Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers. I also thank the Leader of the Government for getting an augmented response from
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change for both of Dr Ratnam’s questions.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, I am not sure whether the minister in answering the
question that I raised with her earlier this afternoon has inadvertently or willingly or knowingly misled
the house in relation to the parents having been contacted and the minister acting on that issue that I
raised in here with her. I received a text message soon after the minister said that to say they have not
received any correspondence, other than an initial acknowledgement of the email they sent. There has
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been no direct correspondence or communication about the urgency of the issue I raised. I am not sure,
as I said, whether the minister has willingly or inadvertently misled the house, but that needs an
explanation.
The PRESIDENT: I do not know if that is a point of order, but I call Ms Mikakos, further to the
potential point of order.
Ms Mikakos: On the point of order, President, I did personally sign a letter yesterday. It has been
sent to my department to be emailed to this family. The advice that I have is that it has actually been
sent, but that matter is obviously outside my personal control. I am advised that the letter has in fact
been sent.
The PRESIDENT: Order! As I said in calling the minister, I am not too sure if it is a point of order.
The member could have taken note of the minister’s answer at the time for a debate, but I think we
will move to constituency questions.
Constituency questions
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (12:50): My constituency question is to the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. There is huge concern among residents of Millers Road in
Brooklyn about the very real prospect of a tsunami of trucks flooding local streets in an attempt to
escape tolls on the West Gate Tunnel and the West Gate Freeway. Air quality in Brooklyn and
surrounds is already dodgy far too often, and there is very real worry by local residents that that air
quality will worsen and indeed the noise levels will also increase. Minister, what actions are you or
the Environment Protection Authority Victoria taking to ensure that air quality and noise levels are
kept to a reasonable standard when the West Gate Tunnel opens?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (12:51): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, the Honourable Lisa Neville, in the other place. I welcome the recent
announcement that a further 709 officers are set to begin work over the next year. This includes an
extra 207 family violence officers, a testament to the Andrews Labor government’s commitment to
real action on family violence. In addition, this increase includes an extra 105 police allocated to the
frontline to support parental leave, ensuring our hardworking police get that important time with their
newborns. The west is home to some of the fastest growing suburbs in Victoria. With this immense
growth comes an increased need for strong representation from Victoria Police. My question for the
minister is: how many new police will be deployed by the Andrews Labor government in
municipalities in my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region as part of this rollout?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (12:52): My constituency question is from Mr Darren NoyesBrown of Torquay and is for the Minister for Planning in the other place, Mr Wynne. A few weeks
ago the Surf Coast Shire Council voted down an application for a proposed hotel development on Bell
Street in Torquay, responding to the objections from the community and me as a 30-year resident and
local MP. The proposal does not in any way fit the requirements of the local planning scheme, nor
community expectation of local character-style development. In what appears to be an act of corporate
bullying, it also proposes the local road network fulfil in part its obligations on parking to the detriment
of existing traders and the expectations of beachgoers. In addition, a commemorative plaque erected
by members of the community will be tampered with to give space for a tourist bus turnaround and to
help mitigate the parking shortfall, a responsibility that the scheme requires to fall directly within the
boundaries of any development. It is clear the community of Torquay, including local government, do
not want this development and want a clear decision from the minister to refuse the application. Will
the minister intervene to call in the application?
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EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (12:53): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and it relates to Labor’s promise to build a new Clyde North 24-hour
police station, which was made before the last state election. My question to the minister is: why hasn’t
the funding for this commitment been included in this week’s state budget, particularly given crime is
up 156 per cent in Clyde North and 130 per cent in Clyde for the four years to December 2018? Both
Victoria Police and the Police Association Victoria have expressed a desire for this new station to be
built, and Labor’s commitment in 2018 came on the back of the commitment the coalition made in
2017. There is growing crime and a growing issue in that part of Casey. As the population grows,
crime is growing at a much faster rate than even the population. This new police station is desperately
needed, given the pressure on the existing Casey police stations. I ask the minister again: why hasn’t
this funding been included in this year’s state budget?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:54): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure on behalf of the Spotswood Kingsville residents association. Will the minister
fund and support Hobsons Bay Council to develop and implement a modernised structure plan for the
area of Spotswood? Spotswood comprises the land to the east of Melbourne Road from the West Gate
Freeway in the north to Hobson Street in the south. The issue of the lack of green open space combined
with rapidly increasing pollution levels is longstanding. More recently there has been a marked
increase in road traffic and freight transport infrastructure traffic. The area has the Spotswood museum,
a very busy train station and major warehouses, in addition to the well-known construction site for the
West Gate Tunnel Project. This has contributed to a major increase in traffic in the area, particularly
heavy vehicles. This is a golden opportunity for the minister to work with local government, residents
and the Spotswood Kingsville residents association to improve the long-term livability of Spotswood.
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (12:55): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Agriculture and concerns the mistreatment of farmers under the government’s $30 million Agriculture
Energy Investment Plan. The scheme was introduced over a year ago. Since then $2.6 million has been
granted to six consultancy firms, while only $635 000 has been spread among 19 farmers. Worse, the
grants for farmers were only announced a week ago. It even gets worse. The process for farmers to
apply and obtain a grant from this scheme is extremely onerous and bureaucratic. Obviously grants
have to be properly assessed, but this funding allocation is appalling. The reality is that a large
proportion of farmers are flat out keeping their families and stock housed and fed and, unlike
deskbound consultants, have limited time to expedite copious forms. The action I seek from the
minister is to ensure agricultural businesses are the beneficiaries of this scheme, not expensive
consultancy businesses.
SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:56): My constituency question is for the
Minister for Small Business and Minister for Local Government. Small business is the powerhouse of
our economy, with over 600 000 small businesses employing nearly half of all private sector
employees in the state. Small businesses do not have the luxury of hiring a compliance team to
navigate complex regulations. This represents a significant barrier to entrepreneurial Victorians who
have the will and motivation to create value and jobs for Victorians. I commend the Andrews
government for initiating a review of these issues in the previous Parliament. The Better Approvals
Process has established a pathway for the state government to collaborate with local government in
reducing complex requirements and speeding up approval times. A further issue, raised by several of
the local councils that I have met, is the impact of the government’s infrastructure projects on small
business. Can the minister provide details on how the government is reducing red tape in South Eastern
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Metropolitan Region and in particular how the government is supporting businesses impacted by the
level crossing removal process?
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:57): My question today is for the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers. My question is will the minister find a way to ensure the Whitehorse
Activities Club can continue their important work by ensuring that their Victorian Managed Insurance
Authority (VMIA) insurance coverage continues in the 2019–20 year and beyond? This is a very
valuable group in my electorate, and your electorate, President. The Whitehorse Activities Club
supports over 680 members, assisting them to make or continue social contact after their work life
ends in order to enjoy happy and healthy retirements. It is very positive for seniors and very important
for the elderly in my community. This club has separated from and is no longer affiliated with a peak
group, Life Activities Clubs of Victoria, and they are losing their government funding as part of that.
There have been multiple correspondences, including from me and other members. The feedback is
that they may not be able to continue their funding in the future, which will undermine their ability to
have insurance from VMIA. I ask the minister if he will find a way that this can continue.
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (12:59): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Victim Support. Sadly, I refer the minister to the example of the Chilcott family in Wangaratta. Two
people died in their house and four children became orphaned in early 2017 while they were trying to
help stop a horrific act of neighbourhood family violence. The Chilcotts have been unable to return to
their hitherto much-loved home, lost substantial value on their property sale and have only been
granted a Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal award of $3250 each for the trauma they have
suffered. They face ongoing trauma as they continue to wait for years for any information from the
coronial inquest. I ask: what is the government going to do to improve the poor communication and
reduce the lengthy delays that increasing numbers of crime victims in Northern Victoria Region are
enduring in waiting to hear about the progress of coronial inquests?
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (13:00): My constituency question today is for the
Minister for Roads, and it concerns Somerton Road and Mickleham Road in Greenvale in my
electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region. I was disappointed to find that the level of funding to
duplicate Somerton Road and Mickleham Road in this budget is nil, zero, nothing despite the fact that
I have tabled two petitions on behalf of the Greenvale Residents Association and local residents in the
area who are constantly stuck in traffic. In response to an adjournment manner that I raised with the
minister about this earlier, in summary she said to me that VicRoads continues to work with authorities
in response to growth and any upgrades will be considered in a future roads programs in a statewide
context. Recently the Labor mayor of Hume council also called for the upgrading of these two roads,
so my question to the minister for these two important VicRoads roads is: when will you fund the
duplication of Somerton Road and Mickleham Road?
Sitting suspended 1.01 p.m. to 2.03 p.m.
Bills
APPROPRIATION (2019–2020) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (14:03): I will continue my contribution on this year’s budget, and
in doing so I would like to remark that part of a good society and the measure of a good society and
the measure of a good government is how we treat our most vulnerable. What we know from this
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budget is that at the Latrobe Special Developmental School the most vulnerable children in that region
are being devalued by this government. Twelve months ago, along with Traralgon College, which is
also in need of an upgrade, they were delivered some money in that budget—which was co-funded—
for planning. However, one year on, very little has been done, and there has been no genuine
commitment to put money on the table to build a special developmental school. These families are
very frustrated. For many of them their children will be long gone by the time this school, if ever, is
produced and working for the people of Traralgon and environs. Their children will be long gone, so
they are actually fighting for their children’s children and subsequent generations.
If you look in this book, you would think that country Victoria is Geelong, Ballarat or Bendigo. There
are consistently a great deal of outcomes for those particular regions and very poor outcomes for
Gippsland.
Another issue that is riling people in Gippsland is the lack of genuine drought relief. We know that in
the East Gippsland municipalities, like Wellington, farmers are united in their request for rate relief. It
is fair, it is equitable, but this government has turned away from that genuine conversation and is not
presenting that in this budget either. Farmers are continually having to commit to and fund and they
are struggling to keep their stock on their paddocks and also their families fed. A genuine way of
supporting our farming communities would be through rate relief, but we have not seen that.
We have seen from this government a real concern around the timber industry and no genuine support
and longevity for the native timber industry. We also have seen a case in point just last week in the
Noojee VicForests coupe, where illegal protesters were coming in. What we saw—and we heard about
this from the minister today—was a lack of resources from that department, the Department of Jobs,
Precincts and Regions. They could not actually acquire six officers to go on site and remove the
protesters. What we also see from this budget is that there is a $48 million cut to the agricultural budget.
So not only do we not have enough correct authorised staff at the moment, as we are told, but we also
see a cut in the agricultural budget. We see a cut in the research and development wing of the
agriculture budget by $2 million. We see there is no funding on the table for the MID, the Macalister
irrigation district, to finish that last phase there, even though there is federal funding.
I again congratulate Senator Bridget McKenzie for being the first female agriculture minister in a
federal government, and I welcome her support for our rural sector.
We also see that the Regional Growth Fund has been axed by the Premier—eight years, $1 billion.
Significant investment in small rural communities, targeted investment, grants that communities and
local councils could grab hold of, could create some really positive outcomes and also create some
jobs in that area that could be sustained. We are going to see an additional form of stress on our rural
communities from that.
Within that there has been $130 million axed from Regional Development Victoria, so I am sure there
are some very nervous RDV staff now wondering in the long term what their future is and how—
A member: Grim.
Ms BATH: Exactly, grim. They will be wondering how they will be able to deliver for Gippsland
and the wider Victorian rural and regional communities.
We also know that the CFA is going to once again come under huge stress and that our volunteers are
disrespected by this government. I only heard this morning from a high-ranking CFA volunteer who
has been in the service for decades. He rang me to say that he is very concerned about the introduction
of this new bill that will decimate the CFA.
What we are also seeing out of this bill is the lack of support for the Mirboo North CFA station
upgrade, the Foster CFA station upgrade and the Yarram CFA station upgrade, and the Bairnsdale
CFA station relocation will not happen either.
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The budget is disappointing for the communities that need upgrades in terms of their local sporting
facilities, particularly to cater for female athletes. I have been to a number of these great little clubs
whose facilities are antiquated if they exist at all. We see that the Churchill Football Netball Club did
not receive any funding. The Yallourn Yallourn North Football Netball Club—where those beautiful,
beautiful netballers are working in terrible conditions—did not receive any funding, and nor did the
Churchill United Soccer Club. I am disappointed that Daniel Andrews continues his city-centric ways.
I am also disappointed to see that in the budget for Safer Together, which relates to providing funding
for fire mitigation et cetera, the government has not stepped up and taken on the cool Indigenous
firestick burns in a real and meaningful way. There is no specific funding for this group. They have a
wonderful, wonderful methodology and perspective: they start to heal the culture of the land, but they
also embody and encourage the regeneration of their culture and their spirit. It is a great program, and
it would have been great to see it in the budget. I am very disappointed.
What we have seen under Daniel Andrews is new taxes. What we have seen under Daniel Andrews
again is neglect of rural and regional Victoria. I may sound like I am going on, but it is always the
way, and it is very, very disappointing for people in my electorate of Eastern Victoria Region.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (14:10): What a pleasure to stand here and speak on the
2019 Andrews Labor government’s budget, the first budget after the recent election victory in which
Victorians voted in big numbers to return an Andrews Labor government basically based on the record
which it delivered in the previous four years. Victorians voted with their feet and believed in a
government which delivers on what it said it will deliver.
We came into government in 2014. We had an agenda to deliver on infrastructure projects, health
projects, public transport projects and major road projects. And guess what? We have delivered on
every single one. We now have another opportunity and the honour to serve Victorians for another
four years. This budget will put together the foundation for the next four years to deliver on the election
commitments which we took to the election in 2018. The budget to a large extent puts the foundation
together to basically set the scene for the next four years so we can deliver on these election
commitments.
I will not go through the whole budget; I am just going to talk about some examples to show how this
budget will impact my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region. I am very pleased to be
representing Western Metropolitan Region along with my colleagues in this place. The west has done
very well out of this budget, as we did in the previous budget. I think the hard work and dedication of
all the Labor members of the west, both in the Assembly and in this place, advocating as a collective
on behalf of our constituents in the west saw the massive delivery of projects in the previous four
years. This week we saw further evidence that this government is fair dinkum about the west. We are
about to deliver more and more projects to make sure the west will be the best in the state.
One of the areas, for example, is education. Altona P–9 College will receive $4.75 million in funding.
The west will see the off-leash dog park program in Wyndham, Maribyrnong and Brimbank receive
further investment. Victorians will have up to 16 enclosed off-leash dog parks across Melbourne, and
my constituents will be sharing a few of them in the west. That is a very welcome investment.
We will see the new Point Cook community hospital become a reality; basically we can start
construction on that. Also there is further investment in multicultural senior citizens grants. A lot of
the multicultural communities in my electorate will be able to apply for a $4000 grant, and I am sure
a lot of the community will be applying for those. For car parks in and around train stations there is
going to be a great benefit. As part of the $150 million investment by this government the Car Parks
for Commuters Fund will deliver 11 000 car parks at train stations across the state over the next four
years. Some of these will be in my electorate, and I will go through a number of these stations now:
Watergardens station, Aircraft station, Hoppers Crossing station, Caroline Springs station and many,
many other stations. My electorate will benefit from the additional car parks in train stations because
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a lot of my constituents are using more and more public transport. Having additional car park spaces
is going to help them a great deal to be able to travel to work or to school.
Level crossings—the removal of the Old Geelong Road level crossing in Hoppers Crossing will now
commence. Also, as part of the West Gate Tunnel complementary work in response to the West Gate
environment effects statement, two transport studies will be delivered through the North Melbourne,
West Melbourne and Docklands areas transport study and the Hobsons Bay transport planning study.
These studies will be delivered in conjunction with the two relevant councils. That is part of an overall
budget of $7.5 million. That is another example where we do listen to community concerns in relation
to what impacts major projects have on the local community. That is a classic example of us listening
to our local communities and making sure we take their concerns on board and address them.
As part of the $6.3 million package to support vulnerable young people, funding will continue to be
provided to the South Sudanese community support group in Wyndham. This group will strengthen
South Sudanese young people’s connection to family, education and employment opportunities. I
think that is a very welcome investment. I think it is very important that we support our community,
particularly new migrants, and particularly the South Sudanese, because with our support it will help
them to integrate into our society.
Going back to education, the Footscray Learning Precinct will get $20.25 million. Sunshine College
will get $12.75 million. I talked about the off-leash dog park. Also, the upgrade of Pipemakers Park
and the building of a sensory play park—there is another million dollars invested in that. There is a
new public housing property—that will be a further investment. We so need further investment in
public housing, particularly in the Western Metro Region, so that is a very welcome investment. We
understand there is probably still a long way to go, but at least we are putting an investment in there
to get 1000 new public housing properties as part of that.
I talked yesterday about the new Footscray Hospital—$1.5 billion. That is a huge investment and a
huge vote of confidence in the west to make sure we have got a state-of-the-art public health system
in the west. I am very pleased to be part of a government that is actually investing in public hospitals
in the western suburbs of Melbourne.
Also, as part of multicultural affairs, $3.7 million has been allocated for a Vietnamese cultural centre
and museum, and I think that will be welcomed by Vietnamese constituents in the west. They have
been advocating for something like this for a number of years to celebrate Vietnamese culture and the
connection between Australia and Vietnam. We all know about the Vietnam War and Australia’s
involvement in the Vietnam War, so that museum will be able to document that and document the first
boat arrival of Vietnamese people to Australia and how they integrated into our society. I tell you
what: if we need to look for a model of how a community can best integrate into Australian society, I
think the Vietnamese community would be first grade. How amazingly well they have done
integrating into our society. It has been a success story.
There is a $680 million investment to commence the process to make sure the Melbourne Airport rail
link becomes a reality, and also a further $2.1 billion to transform train services to Sunbury, upgrading
every station along the way and making the line capable of being able to roll out the new high-capacity
metro trains. Every single station along that line will be upgraded to make that happen. That is a very
welcome investment. Also, part of the new rail investment is the long-awaited—and something I have
campaigned for with some of my colleagues—Western Rail Plan, which is between Melbourne,
Ballarat and Melton, and the electrification of the Melton line. So $100 million will go toward planning
for the full separation of regional and metro services on the Geelong and Ballarat lines as the first step
of delivering fast rail as well as planning to electrify the rail lines to Melton and Wyndham Vale. I
think it is very important to provide that service. It is one of the fastest growing communities, and we
need to make sure that they have access to the metro service but also that our regional constituents in
Ballarat and Geelong are able to have a dedicated V/Line service. Work obviously will commence
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soon on making sure we have fast rail, so that is going to make that a reality and I think it is a very
welcome announcement.
Altona North Primary School will receive $3.8 million. Williamstown High School will receive
$137 000 to do some planning to contribute toward the upgrade of the year 12 study centre and
complete the school theatre complex.
Also, there will be a pocket park in Williamstown, as part of $35 million to establish 25 pocket parks
in suburban Melbourne. So that is again another investment to make sure we have got open space. I
am pleased that we are able to make that investment in Williamstown.
Watergardens station—I talked about that earlier. That is another issue that has been brewing for a
number of years—or the last two years—in relation to car park capacity. I am pleased that, as part of
the state’s 11 000 car park capacity, that will now be made a reality and my constituents around the
Watergardens region or using Watergardens station will be able to have additional car spaces. That is
very welcome.
Going back to education—I am going backward and forward on various subject matters—Copperfield
College will receive $6.5 million, and that again shows our commitment toward education in the west.
Jacksons Creek Park will receive further funding as part of the $154 million commitment to creating
a ring of new parklands in our growing suburbs. Also, I am pleased that a new park will be established
in the Caroline Springs area. That was foreshadowed in the last budget, but further investment has
been put in this budget to make sure that will now become a reality and we will be able to have a
decent regional park in the western part of Melbourne. We are looking forward to having that park
completed so that the people of the west can actually enjoy going to a decent regional park in the outer
part of Melbourne.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr MELHEM: Hopefully Mr Finn might be able to go for a nice walk there and enjoy the new
facility. So the Kororoit Creek Park will be developed. Part of this budget is to complete it in
conjunction with Melton City Council so that families in Caroline Springs, Rockbank and Truganina
will have a fantastic new space to enjoy. Maybe Mr Finn and I can go there for a walk from time to
time. It is a beautiful walk around the Kororoit Creek. I do go for my walk—
Mr Finn: I’m not walking anywhere with you, Melhem. I doubt I’d come back.
Mr MELHEM: No, that is all right, Mr Finn. I would guarantee your safety. You would be all
right. I go for a walk there now, and it is a pleasant place to go for a walk. So you will be safe as long
as you behave.
The other investment that I am pleased the government has made as part of this budget—and I talked
about it yesterday—is the investment of $2.4 million to put the business case together for the Melton
hospital, and that is a great investment. We have listened to the community, and we are fair dinkum
about looking at delivering on that promise and building a hospital in Melton. The people of Melton
expected us to put some money in to make sure we put the business case together, find the site and
basically start getting on with it. That is very welcome, and I think the people of Melton will be very
pleased with that. Credit to our new member for Melton, Steve McGhie, who is a great advocate for
Melton. He will do a fantastic job over the next four years, and I am grateful actually that he came
back from his retirement and took up the challenge.
Last but not least, there are three level crossings that were supposed to be removed as part of the
regional rail program when we were in government in 2010. When the Liberal Party came into power
they abolished these projects. I am referring to the Deer Park station car park and Fitzgerald Road in
Ardeer, Mount Derrimut Road in Deer Park and Robinson Road in Ravenhall. They were supposed
to be removed years ago, but the previous coalition government cancelled them. But we are going to
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actually remove those level crossings as part of this budget, which are part of the 75 level crossings
that will be removed.
With those words I commend this budget, and I want to congratulate the Treasurer and the Premier
for putting a great budget together. Well done to everyone.
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (14:25): I want to thank the government for their support of
constituents in my region. There are, unfortunately, aspects of the state and federal tax and transfer
system which systematically discriminate against regional constituents. I appreciate the efforts of this
government to try to address this disparity, in particular the reduction of the regional payroll tax.
Although not due to kick in for 12 months, it will promote jobs in regional areas.
I am pleased to see significant budget allocations to maintain regional roads. It is particularly pleasing
to see long-awaited upgrades and maintenance of many roads and intersections in Western Victoria
Region allocated either full funding or extra funding to expedite works already underway. These
include the Barwon Heads Road duplication, safety upgrades in and around Ballarat, including traffic
light, roundabout and road upgrades, and upgrade works on pedestrian crossings at schools as part of
$425 million to fix and maintain regional roads.
I thank the government for their commitment to the people of Geelong and surrounding areas with the
allocations for the new Geelong Performing Arts Centre and the funding of the planning for western
rail. I particularly thank the government for their commitment to the environment in my region,
including efforts to create and conserve parks and the coast, to manage weeds, pollution and waste and
to prevent and fight fires and their impact.
I thank the government for funding Victoria’s first climate change strategy but note that this will seem
to the majority of our population—particularly our youth, who will bear the legacy of our inaction—
far too little, far too late. In the face of the present climate emergency and with a federal government
made up of climate science denialists, it is the responsibility of state governments to lead. I look
forward to engaging with the government on this strategy and ways that we all here can tackle this
emergency in the next few years, critical ones for the world to avoid dangerous tipping points that
threaten the climate stability of the planet. On this point I do have a lot to say, but a budget reply speech
seems like the wrong vehicle to say it. Suffice to say that if the budget is a statement of government
priorities, the government is not giving sufficient priority to combating this climate emergency.
The general budget measures are a mixed bag. I applaud the removal of some land banking rorts
concerning tax-free status of adjoining lands, such as tennis courts and car parking spots. A stronger
base for land tax is important in a fiscal environment where stamp duty revenue has declined, and
makes our tax system fairer and more efficient.
I am pleased to see that Victoria will join other states in having a small royalty—2.75 per cent—on
large goldmining operations. It is good public policy to secure for the state this resource rent. I note
that, faced with this new charge, Geoff McDermott, the managing director of Navarre Minerals, a
leading miner in Victoria, declared it ‘not a big deal’ and went on to say that:
… it is a very small amount and at the end of the day the minerals belong to the state and we want to pull our
weight like other industries.

There are some missteps. The reduction in stamp duty is a policy the government continues to pursue,
even though this policy has repeatedly failed to improve home affordability. In fact it has the opposite
effect, with developers, builders and banks simply increasing the price of homes and corresponding
mortgages equivalent to any reductions or grant systems, replacing needed state government revenue
with bank profits and lining the pockets of a few.
If you do not have a safe, secure and affordable roof over your head, life will be difficult and, as we
continually see, dangerous, particularly for Victorian women. The government should do more to
promote affordable housing. I note that throughout this week and many previous weeks concerned
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citizens have occupied the steps of Parliament calling for greater government investment in public and
affordable housing. I agree with their sentiment, if not their exact prescription. I also note, according
to recent reports, as many as 60 000 houses across Melbourne remain vacant—nearly three vacant
properties for every homeless person in Victoria. Where our economic system fails so dramatically to
serve the interests of the community, change must be considered. Victoria should reform its vacant
residential property tax to include all vacant land included in the city’s urban growth boundary.
If market mechanisms do not work, or the government prefers direct intervention, perhaps we could
try the model where the rent on vacant properties is assumed by the state, who could then provide
relatively low-cost housing for the otherwise homeless. This would at the very least provide a
compelling additional incentive for landlords to ensure property is being made available for rent. These
suggestions might seem disruptive, but so is experiencing homelessness to many Victorians. I cannot
think of anything more disruptive than that. I would go even further to say that the government should
intervene on all future development projects to ensure that when approval of new estates is given, rentfree and low-cost housing options are not only included but obligatory. They should also include
wildlife corridors and wider buffer zones.
I am pleased to speak additionally on one small budget allocation that means so much for thousands
of animals. For tens of thousands of years, humans have roamed the land that we live in. Colonisation,
human habitation, agriculture and other infrastructure have had significant and shameful impacts on
the traditional inhabitants of the land, both the First Nations peoples and the animals that were here
before them. While increasingly we are trying to come to terms with that shameful human story, very
often the story that is missing is the impact on our native wildlife. For all those recent years, animals
have suffered from human impacts, largely by neglect but also sometimes by deliberate aggression,
such as wide-scale hunting. Animals have their homes destroyed by logging or clearing; they get hit
by our cars, stuck in our fences, traps and nets or snagged by our fishing hooks or plastic rubbish. For
all those recent years all governments of this human society have taken little responsibility to address
these problems for wildlife. While individuals act and even form organisations and groups to tackle
the problems, it has been left to civil society to act alone in making a compassionate response to the
problems that we cause.
One group that formed 30 years ago is Wildlife Victoria. They coordinate the efforts of wildlife
rescuers throughout the state and provide a phone line that all Victorians can use to alert them to wild
animals in distress. Just as the RSPCA was formed to respond to the problem of cruelty to
domesticated animals in our society, Wildlife Victoria provides a helping hand to wildlife in need.
Their public helpline takes 80 000 requests for help a year and coordinates an extensive statewide
network of rescue and transport volunteers and veterinarians who provide pro bono services for
wildlife and the licensed carers and shelters that accept animals into their care for rehabilitation and
release. All of this is done purely as a community-funded charity and through the tireless work of
many volunteers, without the recognition or support of the government that we have in place.
On Monday, after 30 years, the work of Wildlife Victoria was finally recognised when the Victorian
government publicly acknowledged that our society has a responsibility towards the native wildlife
we share the land with. This responsibility goes beyond planning to try and avoid terrible impacts on
them and extends to helping them whenever they require it. For the first time, explicit support for
Wildlife Victoria has been embedded in the budget, with $500 000 being promised to expand the
service provided for wildlife in need. This budget allocation sends a clear message to the many
incredible volunteer rescuers and carers. That message is: your time is valuable, your efforts are
acknowledged and appreciated and you have the support of the Victorian government. And as Wildlife
Victoria celebrates their 30th birthday, in their words, it is a very welcome present.
In closing, I look forward to a deeper analysis of the budget over the coming weeks and to hopefully
finding the benefits for all the residents of the western region, be they farmers or city dwellers, but on
initial analysis I believe that overall this is a reasonably fair and balanced budget. It is a fact that in
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managing the finances of the state there are always areas that need more or are overlooked and those
who receive what is deserved, and that is true no matter the colour of the government of the day. I
congratulate the government on a largely fair and equitable budget.
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (14:34): It is a great pleasure to rise to make a contribution in support of the 2019–
2020 budget. This is a budget that delivers on our commitments in the state election and a budget that
puts jobs first and together and delivers for all Victorians. In particular, the budget delivers in my
portfolio areas of small business and local government.
In small business this is a budget that continues the strong track record of this government in working
to remove obstacles to small business growth. The Andrews Labor government understands that the
small business sector is a backbone of the Victorian economy as small businesses create jobs and help
keep communities together. That is why the Andrews Labor government is committed to continuing
to create environments where small businesses thrive, create jobs, innovate and export to the rest of
the world so that Victorians improve their prosperity. The enormous contribution made by the small
business sector to the Victorian economy is reinforced by the following stats: there are 607 000 small
businesses operating in the state of Victoria, accounting for 98 per cent of all businesses, and these
small businesses produce 36 per cent of the state’s gross state product (GSP) and account for almost
half of all private sector employment. Equally as important, about 28 to 29 per cent of these small
businesses operate in rural and regional Victoria.
In the last four years the Victorian government has worked tirelessly to strengthen and grow the state’s
small business sector, and as a result of this we now have 80 000 more small businesses operating in
the state of Victoria. The Victorian small business sector is the fastest growing small business sector
in the entire country. Last year the small business sector grew at 4.9 per cent in Victoria. As a
consequence, the optimism of Victorian small business owners is the greatest in the entire country
according to the last census figures. This growth has been driven by two broad factors: one, economywide factors; and two, specific policy initiatives implemented by the Andrews Labor government.
First, the economy-wide factors. The big major driver of the growth in the Victorian small business
sector has been that Victoria has become the fastest growing economy in Australia, growing on
average 3.3 per cent per year since this government has been in government. The government’s Big
Build project, which is a historic investment in nation building, state building and road and rail
infrastructure projects, has certainly been a driver of local industry. Most of local industry, 95 per cent,
are SMEs. We are not only investing in massive infrastructure projects but doing so in a smart way.
We are requiring local content requirements which means that we are maximising our investment
leverage to maximise opportunities for small business and for jobs so that companies do not export
their operations to low-cost countries in the region.
We have also been investing in our world-class innovation ecosystem infrastructure and we have been
doing export programs in a smart way. We have introduced the concept of inbound trade missions.
This has given our SMEs the opportunity to showcase their clean and green produce to the rest of the
world. It has also given our SMEs the opportunity to showcase their capabilities to the rest of the
world. What is more, we have been investing in skills and training. Traditionally skills and training
have been a key competitive advantage for our SMEs competing in the international marketplace. This
was somewhat diminished when our TAFE system took a big whack from 2010 to 2014. However,
rebuilding the TAFE system has been a key part of this government’s agenda and that has improved
our SMEs’ competitive advantage in the international marketplace.
This growth has also been driven from policy-specific initiatives such as a commitment to reducing
red tape, a sound regulatory review and reform policy, the Small Business Regulation Review, a better
approvals program, strengthening the Victorian Small Business Commission and two strong small
business ministerial councils. Building on these achievements by the government over the last four
and a half years, this budget continues to create a conducive environment for small businesses to grow.
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We have in this budget raised the payroll tax threshold to $700 000. That threshold was $550 000
when we came into government. This will reduce the number of businesses paying payroll tax from
the current 38 000. By the time this threshold is lifted to $700 000 we expect 1400 further businesses
not to be paying the payroll tax.
Freed from the burden of paying payroll tax these businesses will be in a better position to offer greater
employment opportunities to their communities and further contribute to the booming Victorian
economy and in particular to the rural and regional economies, because that is where the payroll tax
rates have been given a concession. Too often regional Victoria is left out in the cold when it comes
to receiving the attention of policymakers in Spring Street. This was particularly the case with the last
government when unemployment in regional Victoria reached 6.6 per cent. I am happy to report that
the unemployment rate in regional Victoria is now down to 4.2 per cent. We are committed to every
Victorian, whether they live in Bendigo, Shepparton—or indeed Brunswick—but particularly in rural
and regional Victoria. This government believes that if you live in rural and regional Victoria and you
want to continue to live in rural and regional Victoria, you should not have to move to metropolitan
Melbourne just in order to get a job.
That is why we have made further reductions to payroll tax rates—to further incentivise small
businesses to set up shop in rural and regional Victoria. We are reducing the regional payroll tax rate
to 1.2 per cent. That is going to be the lowest payroll tax rate anywhere in the country and is a quarter
of the rates that are applicable to businesses operating in Melbourne. This reduction will be phased in
over three years. Around 33 500 businesses that qualify as regional employers will benefit and pay the
reduced rate on their wages.
We have also changed the business location test. This is important. The reduction in payroll tax will
be applicable by virtue of the location of employees rather than where a business’s head office is
located. We have got too many instances at the moment of a head office being located in Melbourne
but operations being in rural and regional Victoria where most of the workers are based. These companies
do not receive a payroll tax reduction so we have now changed that. We will be basing it mainly on
where their employees are located so they will be eligible for the 1.2 per cent payroll tax rate.
This budget will also cut stamp duty for commercial and industrial properties in regional Victoria,
meaning that this budget will exponentially enhance the incentives on offer to attract SMEs to set up
operations in rural and regional Victoria.
We are also continuing with our important suite of support services for small businesses, including the
Small Business Bus, which offers mentoring services to small businesses and travels around the state;
the Small Business Commission, which offers mediation and support services; and of course the
continued work being done through the Better Approvals Project to cut red tape for small businesses.
This particular program intersects with my other portfolio, local government, because the Better
Approvals Project is being run across various councils. I think 19 councils have jumped on board now.
We estimate that so far about $80 million to $90 million in red tape has been saved by these small
businesses.
I now move on to my portfolio of local government. Local government is a vitally important sector
within our community, delivering many, many important local services and local infrastructure as
well. This budget will continue to invest in the Growing Suburbs Fund (GSF). The government will
invest another $50 million in the Growing Suburbs Fund in the 2019–20 financial year to help build
and upgrade new critical infrastructure in interface communities. These facilities will include but not
be limited to new maternal and child health centres, community parks and playgrounds, and all types
of other critical community infrastructure.
Through the GSF we are ensuring that Melbourne’s fastest growing communities are connected and
have access to the greatest opportunities and services. This is a great fund because what we have got
in Victoria in the 10 interface councils are some of the fastest growing suburbs in all of Australia. That
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creates immense pressures on resources for those local councils and in particular this manifests itself
in deficits in key critical infrastructure, which can fall through the system. We have received very,
very positive feedback about the GSF, and we have continued to fund it for the next year.
Since its establishment in 2015 the Growing Suburbs Fund has supported 161 projects, representing a
total infrastructure investment of $520 million. The government has leveraged $200 million of funding
to $520 million of critical community infrastructure where we need it the most, and that is in the fastest
growing suburbs of metropolitan Melbourne.
We are delivering $2.7 million for the roadside weeds and pests program to reduce the impact of
invasive species on farming communities and the environment.
We are also delivering a rates review, which will for the first time put Victoria’s local government
rating system under the microscope to make the system as fair and equitable as possible. The review
will investigate the current system as a whole as well as other jurisdictions to seek out ways to make
the rating system fairer and more equitable for ratepayers. It will be a broad-ranging rating review and,
as I said, it will take a comparative analysis approach. It will be available to anyone who wants to have
a say on how rates work. I would encourage all Victorians, including members of this place, to put in
a submission or to have their say if they have a strong view on how the rating system works.
I have appointed an independent advisory panel to carry out the review. Leading the panel will be
Dr Kathy Alexander. This review was an election commitment by this government, and it is also
recommendation 1 from a joint parliamentary investigative committee that looked into the
sustainability of rural and regional councils. The budget allocates $600 000 for this inquiry. I should
just note that the panel will report back by March 2020.
In conclusion I would like to again congratulate the Treasurer and the Premier on a budget that delivers
for all Victorians, thereby ensuring that we live in a fairer and more prosperous society.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (14:49): I rise to speak on the budget. This is a typical Labor
budget. It is a budget that more than doubles debt and raises taxes again. As I said, taxes are up again,
projects have blown out again and debt is up again, so this is a typical Labor budget.
Victoria is now the highest taxing state in Australia. Taxes are now up 36 per cent under the Andrews
Labor government—this from a government that said it would introduce no new taxes when it came
into Parliament. We remember Daniel Andrews standing on the steps of Parliament the day before the
election saying, ‘Under my government there will be no new taxes’. They have now raked in an
additional $24.4 billion in taxes since they were elected.
Land taxes have more than doubled under the Andrews Labor government. They are now up by
109 per cent. Since Labor came to government an additional $5.4 billion has been dragged in in land
tax in this state. Payroll taxes are up by 27 per cent since Daniel Andrews was elected. That has raked
in an additional $4.1 billion. Debt is now at $54.9 billion, compared to just $20 billion in 2017–18—
an eye-watering increase of nearly $35 billion. Net debt to gross state product is expected to rise to
10 per cent—the highest in living memory.
Public sector wages have now blown out by 42 per cent under this government, but critically there has
been no real increase in frontline services. Victoria has grown by over 600 000 people in the last five
years, but this Labor government is failing to put money into frontline services to meet our growing
population. You can see why I say that this is a typical Labor budget: high taxing, high debt, high
spending and little care for the Victorian public.
In my own electorate some really important local projects have been overlooked. The first of these
that I would like to mention is the Shepparton bypass project. This is a project that has been on the list
for many years now in Shepparton. Over two years ago the government committed to a business case.
They funded it in their budget two years ago but we still have not even seen that business case.
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And in fact this budget showed that not only have we not seen the business case but we are not likely
to see it for a while, because the time line for delivery of that business case has now blown out to
quarter 4, 2020. So it is not until halfway through next year that we will even see that business case.
Despite the federal government having already committed $208 million towards this $260 million
project, the state government cannot even get the business case finalised, and they have not put in
$52 million, which is their share of that funding.
We also see in the budget papers that the Shepparton passenger rail services have been delayed for at
least another six months, with their final delivery date now blowing out to quarter 2, 2022–23. So
while other regional centres—those centres that are Labor electorates like Geelong, Bendigo and
Ballarat—are enjoying many more daily services to their cities, all that Shepparton gets from this
Labor government is more delays in delivering any improvement in rail services.
The construction of the new secondary school in Shepparton is something that is quite contentious in
Shepparton, and there is a lot of angst and considerable uncertainty amongst parents and students about
this project. Last year there was $20.5 million committed to the project. We have seen little progress
on that at the moment, but I was told in a briefing that this project is likely to be somewhere in the
vicinity of $120 million. Parents and students are being asked to commit to this school from the start
of the school year next year—to buy new uniforms and to invest in being part of the school—yet this
government has not even funded the construction of the school, so that will only add to the angst and
uncertainty about this particular project in Shepparton as we progress throughout this year.
Another major omission in the state’s budget is stage 2 of the Goulburn Valley Health redevelopment.
There is a small footnote on page 14 of budget paper 3 that shows that as part of some other health
fund there is some money for some planning for stage 2. Suzanna Sheed revealed in a press release
that apparently that is $2 million. That will not go very far towards a project that is likely to be in the
hundreds of millions of dollars, and it is probably going to mean that there is no continuation of build
on that site when stage 1 is finished. The community are very concerned about that, because in
previous rebuilds and multistage master plans for Goulburn Valley Health we have had stage 1 funded
and then nothing further delivered for Goulburn Valley Health, which has been very disappointing.
The Shepparton community have long been advocating for a mother and baby unit, something that
centres like Bendigo and Ballarat already have. Not only is that not in the budget, but also some other
projects that this government has committed to—like early parenting services, which are in this
budget, and sexual and reproductive health centres—are not there for Shepparton. Once again they are
there for Labor-held seats but not for Shepparton. And also it actually really stands out that Shepparton
is in desperate need of these services, because Shepparton actually has the second-highest rate of
teenage pregnancies in the state, with a rate of 18.3 per 1000 women. Yet these centres are going to
areas that do not have the rates of teenage pregnancies or do not have the levels of disadvantage that
Shepparton has.
And even worse than Shepparton, Mildura, which has an even lower socio-economic disadvantage
indicator and also has the highest rate of teenage pregnancies at 21.1 per 1000, has also been
overlooked for these vital services that would have really added to the health services delivered in
Mildura. This Labor government once again pork-barrelled their own electorates and ignored the areas
that really need these vital services delivered to them.
Some other projects that have been overlooked in the budget for Shepparton this year are the La Trobe
University campus expansion and also stage 2 of the Shepparton Art Museum project. Both of these
are important projects, and both of them have been rejected by this government.
Public housing is another area that has been overlooked, and this is particularly disappointing. There
is some money in this budget once again for public housing in areas like Geelong that are seats held
by the government, but Shepparton has not been allocated any money for public housing. That is
despite the fact that the public housing list has actually increased by 94 per cent. This is the waiting
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list for public housing in Shepparton. It has increased by 94 per cent since this government came to
power. It is now standing at 1041 Shepparton families on the waiting list for public housing.
Shepparton also has the highest number of homeless people in country Victoria, with 372 identified
homeless people, and yet it has been overlooked for any investment in public housing while areas that
are represented by Labor, the Geelongs and Ballarats, have once again been pushed ahead of
Shepparton for investment.
Ninety-five per cent of the infrastructure budget in this budget has been spent within the tramlines.
This is a government that clearly does not care about country Victoria. And once again I would say
that this is a typical Labor budget. It is a budget that ignores the needs of country Victoria and favours
areas that are represented by Labor representatives.
Some of the other things that have been overlooked in the budget, particularly things that have been
overlooked in my electorate, include the Swan Hill hospital. There is a desperate need for investment
in the Swan Hill hospital as well as stage 2 of Goulburn Valley Health, but there is no money for the
Swan Hill hospital in this budget. There is also no funding for the Mildura South sporting precinct,
something that the Mildura community have been long looking forward to and something that the
mayor of Mildura said last week would be a real test of whether Ali Cupper had been successful. And
Ali agreed with him, so that shows that that experiment with an Independent in Mildura has been a
complete and utter failure.
There is also no funding to complete upgrades at schools, including for the Shepparton education plan
that I have already mentioned and schools at Benalla, Kyabram and Cohuna in my electorate, and
communities are very concerned that their projects are not being funded.
This is also a budget that really does ignore country Victoria. In fact Jaclyn Symes has been the
minister for cuts in regional Victoria. We have seen under her ministerial leadership the axing of the
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund, which was vital to delivering many of the projects that country
Victoria needs and also to driving jobs in country Victoria. We have also seen under Ms Symes’s
ministerial leadership a $48 million cut to the agricultural budget at a time when the agricultural sector,
particularly in Gippsland and northern Victoria, are really suffering from drought and certainly do not
need to see cuts in the budget for services that will be delivered to them.
We have also seen, just in general across the budget, cuts to the education support services budget of
6.6 per cent, cuts to the climate change budget of 6.1 per cent, cuts to the Parks Victoria budget of
4 per cent, cuts to the effective water management supply budget of 27.4 per cent and cuts to the local
government budget of 23.8 per cent, something that will touch on every community in Victoria. There
are cuts to child protection of 2.3 per cent—to child protection! That is an area that is in desperate need
of additional funding every year and in desperate need of additional resourcing, yet this government
have cut their budget. There have been cuts to the jobs budget of 19.4 per cent and cuts to the industry,
innovation and small business budget of 21 per cent. These are disgraceful cuts.
For country Victoria some of the next lot of cuts that I will read are absolutely devastating: cuts to the
regional development budget of 21.1 per cent; cuts to tourism and major events, 19.6 per cent; cuts to
the agricultural budget, 4 per cent; and cuts to the emergency management capability budget of 3.9 per
cent. This includes $40 million that has been cut from the CFA capital budget and $49 million from
emergency services. Almost every sector of the community has been touched by cuts. We see cuts to
the Aboriginal policy and cultural heritage budget of 8.4 per cent; cuts to the multicultural affairs
budget, 23.8 per cent; cuts to the veterans budget, 26.8 per cent; cuts to the LGBTI equality policy and
programs budget of 49.6 per cent; and cuts to the youth budget of 7.4 per cent. These are some of the
sectors of our community that this government claim to be a champion of and all they are doing is
cutting their budgets. Even the Parliament has not been exempt from the cuts under the Andrews Labor
government. We have seen cuts to the parliamentary investigatory committee budget of 24 per cent.
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This government has set about cutting services, cutting programs, cheating country Victoria of
programs and allowing projects that are underway to blow out in their delivery time. We have also
seen really disturbingly in this budget a cut to the clinical mental health services of $8.1 million. We
all know what a tragedy mental health is in our community. It is a scourge on our community that we
need to be addressing, not somewhere we need to be cutting the budget to save money because Labor
cannot manage the budget. I think it is really, really concerning that we have seen a cut to the mental
health services budget.
We have also seen a cut to the community safety statement of $35 million. These cuts just keep going
on and on and on. This is a government that is big on rhetoric and very short on actually delivering for
the community. This is a typical Labor budget. It is a high-taxing, high-debt, high-spending budget
that will see Victoria go backwards under this government.
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (15:04): This is a Never Mind the Quality, Feel the Width
budget from a government that tells us, ‘Never mind the quality, just feel the width’. The width is
growing all the time, but mere width is not sustainable economic growth but a growth completely
dependent on population numbers. The whole budget is predicated on the bring-it-on attitude of this
government. The New South Wales government has been far more cautious about encouraging the
federal government to continue its rapid population growth policy by saying that Sydney does not
need more people. But this is not the case here in Victoria, unfortunately for Melbourne. One-third of
the 2.75 per cent growth of our state’s economic forecast depends on more infrastructure spending,
which is to be paid for by an increase in debt—debt funded into the future by the projected continuous
sale of city-style apartments and housing on the fringe to our growing population. Population growth
also underpins projected household consumption, which Treasury hopes will provide the other twothirds of the growth in economic forecasts.
Population growth is extremely high at 2.2 per cent, much higher than the long-term average of 1.3 per
cent, which by world standards is high anyway. Many say that our population growth is caused by
people coming from interstate; however, this is not true. The budget papers tell us that in 2017–18 net
overseas migration was more than 85 000 persons, while the net interstate migration was only
14 300 persons. So this population increase is directly supplied by government immigration settings.
Without this population growth our state economy would not be looking so rosy.
Construction is a large sector of our economy and is responsible for the largest growth in employment.
The building of freeways and railway stations is directly benefiting the private sector. I am not
knocking the construction industry at all, and I am all for catching up on essential spending, especially
on our infrastructure deficit, but would it not be wiser not to be putting all or at least so many of our
eggs into the one basket? The present situation is unsustainable into the future and has huge
implications for our future environment and our growing pollution.
For all the talk about projects taking cars off our roads, this government is enthusiastically playing
footsies with a federal government population policy that gives Melbourne 70 000 extra cars every
year. All the links and tunnels and tunnel-boring equipment that the government is so proud of will
not change the relentless dynamic of the 70 000 extra cars every year. This government is not going
to make Melbourne an easier place to move around. For all the trees we are losing, the precious open
space which is being sacrificed, the construction inconvenience for commuters, motorists and residents
alike, we are every bit as congested as we were when this government came to office, and none of the
projects in this budget are going to alter that.
We have all experienced the sacrifice of residential amenity and the feeling of helplessness
experienced by residents as huge towers are forced into already quite densely populated suburban
areas, and our councils have been rendered powerless over this development as well as the loss of our
heritage housing. It greatly concerns me that rapid population growth has turned politics in Victoria
into a debate on how to cope with growth and how some will profit from this growth, rather than a
matter of problem-solving. This budget is all about what the government is doing, how much money
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it is spending to not only cope with but also expand the growth. What about focusing on sustainable
industries? How about kickstarting recycling industries or investigating renewable energy sharing
system software development?
Meanwhile, really important issues like mental health, drug addiction, crime, Indigenous
disadvantage, the decline of our native plants and our native animals, the inability to deal with our
waste, the lack of recycling industries, increasing homelessness—such issues as these—languish.
They do not get anywhere near the attention they should. There is the occasional nod to the size of
these problems. The Treasurer’s speech said that nearly half of all Victorians will experience a mental
health condition in their lifetime, that an estimated 184 000 people experience severe mental illness
every year and that each year we are losing hundreds of Victorians to suicide. Now, I am happy that
the government is doing something about this, but these are indeed terrible figures. They should
provoke great soul-searching about the direction in which our society is travelling. In particular they
should provoke soul-searching about the way we are losing connection with nature and engaging in
wanton destruction of trees and vegetation, removing them from our cities. There is no shortage of
medical evidence from the likes of Dr Dimity Williams and others about the link between connection
with nature and good mental health. But our planners and property developers and political leaders
seem content to turn Melbourne into a soulless concrete jungle. But for the most part there is scant
acknowledgement of the underlying problems we face, in spite of a rather rosy view that everything
is heading in the right direction.
I want to zero in and focus on one issue in particular which I think is not getting anywhere near enough
attention—homelessness. The government has announced funding of $209 million to fund 1000 new
public housing properties in metropolitan Melbourne, Geelong and Ballarat. It is very proud of this,
describing it as the biggest commitment yet—and rightly so. But this is nowhere near sufficient to deal
with this terrible problem. I have met with the Council to Homeless Persons. They advise me that in
2018 in Southern Metropolitan Region over 3500 people were experiencing homelessness. This is
significantly higher than it was in 2006. The City of Monash is also concerned about homelessness
and sleeping rough in their city. They say that the 2016 census identified over 800 people experiencing
homelessness in the city. The City of Boroondara has also raised the issue of homelessness with me.
They advise me that in the 2016 census 426 people were identified as being homeless in Boroondara.
The Council to Homeless Persons say we have to build at least 3000 new public and community
housing dwellings per year for the next 10 years. They also say we need to do a lot to close the gap on
Indigenous homelessness. The government’s budget announcement is a long way short of that.
The fact is a key reason for homelessness has been the big increase in property prices leading to many
people being unable to afford a home, driving ferocious competition for rental properties. Rents are
simply too high for many people to be able to afford them. But the government never stops to ask
itself: is it really a good idea to relentlessly go for growth, celebrating increasing property prices, when
the consequence is increasing homelessness? The budget papers say that residential property prices
will continue to increase from 2020–21, supported by strong population growth and ongoing low
interest rates. But what will this mean for homelessness and rough sleepers? It is a disgrace and should
be a matter of shame that we have so many people—old and young, men, women and children—
sleeping in cars, sleeping rough in our streets and parks in the world’s most livable city. We can do
better than this. We must not leave this problem to be swept under the carpet.
Now, we can do better than this, and if you have any doubt about this, have a look at Japan. I know
that Japan does not have any population growth. How on earth do they cope? As it turns out,
homelessness in Japan this year is less than 25 000. That is a 15-year low. Let me repeat: just
25 000 people are homeless in a country with over 100 million people.
You see, a country or community that is not worn out by tackling the problems of growth, continuous
growth, has energy in reserve to tackle other problems, and it does. The same is true of Finland, which
has an annual population growth rate of only 0.3 per cent—not like Melbourne’s 2.2 per cent. Since
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the 1980s there has been a 50 per cent reduction in the number of homeless people across Finland,
with particular progress being made in reducing long-term homelessness as a result of their national
homelessness strategy.
I want to make it clear that there are plenty of measures in the budget that I do support. For example,
I do support the increase in the surcharge for foreign buyers of residential property to 8 per cent, which
will nearly put us on par with New South Wales. But our party wants to stop foreign buyers speculating
in our residential property, forcing prices up even more and making it even harder for people, for our
residents, to buy their own homes.
But the bottom line is that this budget and this government’s entire economic strategy is based on the
idea of endless exponential growth. In a finite world it cannot go on. It is a Ponzi scheme, and sooner
or later these schemes end in tears. There have already been plenty of tears among our younger
generation—many of whom have been locked out of the job and housing opportunities which my
generation had—and plenty of tears among our homeless people, who are entitled to more
consideration and focus. I urge the government to stop the backslapping self-congratulation on how
fast we are going and how fast we are growing for just long enough to ask: are we going in the right
direction?
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:16): I rise to make a contribution in regard to the
budget and to reflect on the record amounts of investment that the Andrews Labor government has
made in this budget and into the Victorian community. I might just, before I begin, make a comment
on Ms Lovell’s contribution, which stated that this is a typical Labor budget and made pejorative
remarks in regard to cuts and taxes. I might say in fact that, yes, this is a typical Labor budget because
we invest in people. We get things done. This government makes things fair, and it does the heavy
lifting in regard to the Victorian community, whereas those opposite do in fact exactly the opposite—
it is all about cuts and all about underinvestment in the Victorian community.
Let me just begin by perhaps laying out some of the investment that has been made in this budget. It
demonstrates a strong, progressive agenda aimed at improving the lives of all Victorians no matter
where they live, whether it be in rural communities or in metropolitan Melbourne. This government
does get the fundamentals right, particularly in regard to public education.
Can I just start with an overview of the investment in the rollout of funded three-year-old kinder. This
is the largest reform in the early childhood sector ever undertaken by a Victorian state government in
our state’s history, and I am so pleased to be part of a government that has taken this significant step
in making such a commitment to our littlest Victorians. This will indeed set them up for the best start
in life. This commitment will in fact see $882 million invested to ensure that every three-year-old has
access to at least 5 hours of subsidised kinder per week by 2022, which will increase to 15 hours per
week over the next decade. Around a quarter of Victorian families will in fact pay nothing at all, while
families who have children who attend standalone kinders will save an average of $3500 per annum.
And to help with workforce planning in regard to this, this year’s budget will also invest $28.5 million
to add early childhood education training to the list of Victoria’s free TAFE courses. An additional
$38.5 million will also be available to improve access to early childhood education, while
$33.6 million will be available for local councils and eligible providers to build, expand and improve
local kindergarten and other early childhood facilities to accommodate the increasing hours. There is
a further $3.4 million to support children with a disability or developmental delay, including the
provision of special education, therapy and assistance to access kindergarten and child care. So this
demonstrates an inclusive agenda to make sure every child gets the best start in life. A further
$1.6 million will help meet the needs of children with significant disability as part of the kindergarten
inclusion support program. So this is a wonderful and significant and game-changing investment for
our littlest Victorians.
The investment in our world-class public education system continues, particularly with the investment
in our primary and secondary schools, where there is quality education being delivered for all Victorian
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children. The investment in buildings and grounds will continue and will ensure that every child has
every chance to succeed and be the best that they can be. This is in contrast to years of underinvestment
and cuts by previous conservative governments. There are many schools requiring upgrades, and there
are many new schools to be built. I believe 100 new public schools are on the books to be built in the
future in Victoria, some in existing communities and many in new and growing communities, to help
keep pace with population growth.
In this year’s budget there is an investment of $671 million to build 17 new schools. In Eastern
Metropolitan Region, my region, upgrades of existing schools will be seen at Eltham North Primary
School, Koonung Secondary College, Research Primary School, Viewbank Primary School and Yarra
Ranges Special Developmental School, just to name a few. And planning for further upgrades will
also begin at Greensborough Secondary College, Macleod College, Montmorency Secondary College
and St Helena Secondary College.
A further $86.2 million to help make sure that students get the most out of their education will also
include $58 million to expand our school breakfast clubs program, so free breakfasts will be available
in schools across our state and served up to eligible students at almost 1000 primary and secondary
schools every single day, and $5 million to assist families facing financial hardship with school
uniforms, textbooks and other essential items for their children through State Schools Relief. This is a
welcome addition. Many families often struggle to come up with the funding for uniforms and
textbooks, so this will be a fantastic initiative for parents to continue to access welcome funds to ensure
that their child is able to be included and participate in public education.
A further $1.2 million for the active kids program will ensure that disadvantaged schools and their
students have the opportunity to participate in interschool sports and other activities. One million
dollars for the music in schools program, which includes grants to schools to purchase instruments and
equipment, will help our kids to discover and to develop their musical talents. Access to music is so
important, and research shows that having access to music, and even language, improves education
and academic outcomes for children. So this is a very welcome initiative as well.
There is a further $218 million to make schools more inclusive by investing $180 million to support
students living with a disability, including funding for approximately 5400 students with high needs
to attend mainstream and specialist government schools through the program for students with
disabilities. There is $18.4 million in extra support for students with disability and additional needs,
including outside school hours care, equipment for schools and improvements to make buildings more
accessible; $10 million for playgrounds, outdoor sensory areas and quiet spaces to make schools more
inclusive for children with autism; and $9.9 million to assist eligible Victorian students with disability
to travel to and from school, another very welcome initiative. And in a national first the Andrews
Labor government is investing $20.7 million to provide free tampons and pads in all government
schools, ensuring students can focus on their studies and help them to ease the cost of living for
families and the worries about perhaps having to provide or come up with the funds for these sanitary
products.
There are many, many more initiatives on education in this budget that I know will make a huge
difference to many families in the Eastern Metropolitan Region who are choosing to send their children
to the local public schools and government schools to receive the best high-quality public education
that is on offer from this government, and of course a significant and continuing investment in the
rebuilding of TAFE, which is fantastic—a system that was brought to its knees and almost suffered
irreparable damage. There are now many free TAFE courses on offer, which will allow many people,
both young and old, to access training and retraining that might have previously been out of their
financial reach.
Also, significant and large infrastructure investments have been committed and funded by the
Andrews Labor government in the Eastern Metropolitan Region as well. This includes a significant
investment of $15.8 billion, delivering on our promise to fully fund the North East Link, which is
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fondly known—or perhaps not fondly known—in my region as the ‘missing link’, finally making this
much-needed road project a reality. As somebody who is frequently stuck in traffic on Rosanna Road,
which is the de facto missing link, I can say that many people in my local community and certainly in
my neighbourhood definitely appreciate the investment in this road project. Also connecting the M80
ring-road at Greensborough to the Eastern Freeway at Bulleen Road, the North East Link will take
around 15 000 trucks off local roads. This is significant as it will ensure that our local and suburban
roads are no longer used as rat runs. Particularly at times when there are accidents on Rosanna Road
often trucks will use suburban and local roads to avoid the accident or to get around and save time. So
this is such a welcome investment—15 000 trucks removed from our roads and travel times cut by up
to 35 minutes while creating 10 300 jobs during construction. So again, winning on every level.
Another exciting and welcome announcement is the kick-starting of the detailed planning and
preconstruction works on the Suburban Rail Loop, which will see the biggest transformation of the
public transport system in Victoria. Proposing 12 new underground stations, including one at
Doncaster, this new 90-kilometre rail line will circle Melbourne’s suburbs and connect every major
rail line from the Frankston line to the Werribee line. This is particularly exciting for people who live
in the eastern suburbs in my region, particularly for people living in Doncaster, Bulleen and
surrounding suburbs, as for the first time access to rail will be made more accessible for people in the
Manningham region, and again this is such a welcome and exciting project.
Other local commitments to residents in Eastern Metropolitan Region include a one-off grant of
$500 000 to enable a much-needed upgrade to the On Luck Chinese Nursing Home in Donvale, which
provides residential aged care to the Chinese community. Again, this is such a significant part of the
Eastern Metropolitan Region. Additionally, I very much welcome the commitment to provide
$7.25 million towards the purchase and acquisition of land in the Eastern Metropolitan Region which
will eventually see the building of a new Chinese aged-care facility in recognition of the large Chinese
community in Victoria, and especially, as I just mentioned, in the Eastern Metropolitan Region. It is
of vital importance that we treat our elderly Chinese residents with respect and are able to provide a
culturally appropriate aged-care service, which recognises the needs that they have as they age.
As I mentioned at the beginning of my contribution, it is indeed a typical Labor budget. It invests
heavily in public education, it invests in health, it invests in TAFE, it invests in infrastructure and we
are indeed investing in people. As I said, we make things fair and we get things done, and most
importantly we keep the promises that we make. This government does indeed do the heavy lifting
when it comes to investing in communities, when by contrast the federal government has previously
only invested in Victorian communities in terms of infrastructure spending as little as 7 cents in the
dollar. It shows what Liberal governments think of Victorians, and indeed it was reflected in the state
election results in November 2018—such a resounding and ringing endorsement of Labor’s
progressive agenda for the Victorian people.
So I welcome the investment that the Andrews Labor government has made, as I said, not only in the
state of Victoria but also in my region of Eastern Metropolitan Region in this year’s budget. It is an
exciting, bold and progressive agenda, and one that Victorians welcome and appreciate.
Just in conclusion I might also make mention of another significant investment but also a significant
commitment to women in Victoria in terms of achieving gender equality. It is significant that in this
Victorian budget $976 million will ensure that more women will achieve economic security, and there
is a further $185 million in funding to continue to work to end family violence, which we all agree in
this chamber is a scourge on our society and continues to plague Victorian people. It is something that
we must continue to work on, and there are many good community-based organisations who are
assisting in the work that needs to be done to continue to resolve this intractable problem.
There is a further $115 million to support and promote women’s participation in sport in addition to
investments in the local sports grants initiative. We know that often local sporting clubs can be pivotal
and provide much-needed leadership in improving attitudes towards women, so this is also a further
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welcome initiative. There is a further $98.8 million for initiatives addressing maternal and
reproductive health as well as our ongoing advocacy work in rural communities. These investments
are in addition to our broader policies and programs dedicated to addressing disadvantage and
discrimination.
Also in closing I might just make mention of another significant centrepiece of the Andrews
government’s commitments and progressive agenda. Other speakers have made a contribution in this
regard as well earlier today, and that is the commitment to and rollout of the Royal Commission into
Victoria’s Mental Health System. I spoke yesterday in this chamber about the inquiry that the
Legislative Council will be conducting into cannabis use. I did mention yesterday that oftentimes drug
use and mental illness correlate and coincide. I look forward to the work that the mental health royal
commission will do. There are significant impacts for the many people in Victoria who suffer from
mental health conditions. They need support in our community, and it is fantastic the Andrews Labor
government has made such a commitment to helping our most vulnerable Victorians.
I will conclude my contribution here. I welcome the investment the government has made both in my
region and to the state of Victoria in this year’s budget.
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (15:31): In rising to speak to this budget I find myself in
unfamiliar territory, because I am about to offer words of praise to a member of the government, to a
member of the Labor Party. Having heard Ms Garrett earlier today I can well understand why Daniel
Andrews wanted her well out of the Parliament. I can well understand why he went out of his way to
do everything he could to destroy her political career, because she is clearly his biggest threat in this
Parliament—in the Labor Party anyway—and indeed if she had remained in the Assembly, I think
Mr Andrews might have found himself in a fair bit of strife. Instead we are still stuck with him as
Premier, and we are the ones who are in a fair bit of strife—I say ‘we’, being Victorians. That is a very
sad situation indeed.
I am not used to it, but I have to agree with Ms Garrett when she talks about the Greens. The Greens
are no longer a political party. The Greens are a single-issue pressure group that contests elections.
That is what they are. You just have to listen to the desperation in their hysteria as they scream about
the imminent demise of the world due to climate change. To know that if people actually found out
the truth about climate change, they would actually have no reason to exist. And guess what? They do
not, and the people of Victoria, and indeed the people of Australia, seem to have accepted that, because
the Greens have a certain climate change on their mind but it is the political climate change that began
in November last year when 80 per cent of their membership in this house was turfed out. There were
five Greens over there in the corner, and when we came back after November there was only one left.
I do not recall a greater destruction of a political party in my memory. The Greens have outdone
themselves, I think, in this particular instance. They have outdone themselves.
Mr Jennings interjected.
Mr FINN: I understand that Mr Jennings is a little bit touchy about me attacking his friends in the
Greens. The Socialist Left and the Greens have their very own sort of political umbilical cord that
connects the two. I can understand why Mr Jennings would be getting very upset that I am speaking
the truth on this particular occasion. Let me tell you, that political climate change that began in
November last year flowed through to 18 May this year when Bill Shorten attempted to take us down
a path which would have destroyed the nation. He had a climate change policy that he could not even
tell us the cost of. It was totally uncosted. He had absolutely no idea, but he was going to do it anyway.
It would have actually changed Australia forever. It would have destroyed our industry, it would have
destroyed our agriculture and it would have destroyed the way of life that this nation clings to and is
so very proud of indeed. Thankfully the people of Australia said, ‘No, we are not going to have any of
that’. They put Scott Morrison—who shows enormous common sense and enormous rapport with the
people of Australia—back in the Lodge, and I think it is a very good thing indeed for the people of
Australia.
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I have to point out at this point that the biggest swings in Victoria against Labor were in fact in
Melbourne’s west. In the seat of Gorton, with Nathan Di Noia, there was over a 10 per cent swing
against Labor, which was quite extraordinary. In Fraser, with Peter Bain, next door, there was a swing
of over 6 per cent. In Calwell, with Genevieve Hamilton, there was a swing of almost 5 per cent. These
are what you would call traditional Labor seats. I think the Labor Party claims to have the ownership
papers to the western suburbs of Melbourne. Well, I really think that they should start to rethink that,
because the people of the west have had enough of a party that is so totally out of touch with them,
their needs, their families and their aspirations that they stood up and said, ‘On your bike, son. We are
not putting up with that anymore’. So that is a lesson, if I may be so bold as to point out to the Labor
Party, that they should take on board.
Now to this budget. I have to say this week I have had a couple of nightmares. I have had a couple of
nightmares this week. I have had flashbacks to 1992. I remember back to 1992. I was actually elected
to this Parliament in 1992. Indeed Mr Ondarchie would remember it well when I was the member for
Tullamarine, indeed the youngest member of the Kennett government. I remember what Victoria was
like back then. I remember the disaster that John Cain and Joan Kirner inflicted upon this state.
Anybody who was around then would remember it only too well. This state was broke. If this state
had been a private company the liquidator would have moved in and sold the lot—sold everything. It
was a basket case.
I have to say, having looked at this budget: here we go again. Here we go again. If we keep going
down this path there is no doubt in my mind that we will go to the exact same point that we were at in
1992. We will go back to those horror days when the jokes around the place were, ‘What’s the capital
of Victoria?’. ‘About 27 cents’—those sorts of jokes. We were quite literally the laughing-stock of
Australia. I remember the difficult times—and they were difficult times, let me assure you—that we
went through as a new government after 1992 to get this state back on its feet. We did some things—
we had to do some things—which were exceedingly unpleasant, things that we did not want to do. But
we had to do them to save this state. I do not want to go back there again. I do not want to have to go
through the sorts of things that we did in 1992 and 1993 again. But this government is well on its way
to sending us to that very point.
One of the mildly amusing things when I hear Labor members speak is their constant reference to
things being free, as if it just sort of happens somehow—that nobody pays the teachers, the money just
arrives. There is nothing free. There is only one place that any government can get its money from and
that is out of the taxpayers pocket. So do not try to tell anybody that it is free because all you are doing
is picking the pocket of somebody else and carrying it over. It might be free for some, but it is not free
for a lot of others. That is one of the problems. That is the mindset of the ALP, the same mindset that
got us into dreadful trouble in the 1980s and early 1990s. It is the same sort of mindset that does not
understand the value of a dollar. It is the same mindset that does not really care what it gets for the
money that it spends. It is just happy to spend money. What we hear from the Labor Party is, ‘We
spent $200 billion; we spent $300 billion; we spent $400 billion’. We never hear from the Labor Party
what value we got for that $200 billion or $300 billion or $400 billion. We never hear from the Labor
Party that they are proud of the value that they got.
We have seen in recent years that sort of scenario blow up in the face of the taxpayers. My very great
concern is that it will happen again, particularly with regard to the West Gate Tunnel Project. As
members will know, I was chairman of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee in the last
Parliament, and we could not get any answers on the West Gate Tunnel. We still cannot get any
answers on the West Gate Tunnel. We do not know who is doing what to whom and how many times.
We do not know how these decisions came about. We know that Transurban is doing very well out of
the caper; we know that. If you are a Transurban shareholder, you have got it made. Tim Pallas, I
think, did very nicely. Did he? I do not know. Well, look, he is living his best life and he wants
everyone else to get a life as well.
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But that is just the arrogance of this government. I have to say, having been a follower of politics in
this country and around the world for some decades, this government that we have here in Victoria
right now is the most arrogant government that I think I have ever seen—ever. I mean, it almost puts
Gough to shame; that is how bad it is. That all started off with the red shirts, when they thought that
they could cheat to win government. Then we saw it again in the lead-up to the federal election when
they used taxpayers money to buy television advertising, radio advertising, newspaper advertising—
even advertising around the fence at the footy—to promote their mates in the federal ALP. Again, I
have to say, they did not get value for money, did they? They spent the money, whether it be $1 million
or $2 million, one or the other, but they did not get value for money.
Mrs McArthur: Taxpayers money.
Mr FINN: They did not get the result they were after in classic Labor style. Oh, the taxpayer,
Mrs McArthur, was hit in the neck once again.
I just want to mention briefly before I finish that there is a truism that I have used before in this house—
that is, ‘Labor neglects the west’. If there is a symbol of that neglect it has to be St Albans, where for
decades there was a level crossing, which was an extraordinarily dangerous level crossing, and it was
only when the Liberals got in that they fixed it. They allocated the money and they started things
rolling to remove it.
For decades—going back to I think actually before I was born—the Labor Party were promising to
get rid of it. They had been in government for years and it had not happened, but Denis Napthine came
out one Sunday morning, as I recall—I know that because I was there—and he announced that that
level crossing was going to go.
But now we have another symbol of Labor neglect in St Albans, and that is the St Albans Leisure
Centre. The Brimbank City Council wants $60 million to rebuild that leisure centre; to say it has seen
better days is the understatement of the year. It is clapped out, in other words. It is not at all good. But
they need some money to rebuild it for the people of St Albans, and what has this government given
them? What has Daniel Andrews given the people of St Albans? Absolutely nothing. Not a cracker.
The only thing that Daniel Andrews has given the people of St Albans is the middle digit. That is the
only thing that he has given the people of St Albans. As I said the other day, just because they vote
Labor without a thought, just because they have an entirely useless local member, it should not mean
that they be neglected in the way that they are. I am very hopeful that the government might have a
rethink on that and kick in as well.
I love Victoria. I do not want to see Victoria go through the pain that we appear to be going through,
but this government and this budget are going to make that very, very possible.
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:46): Allow me to give you a bit of a break from
listening to complaining about the budget by saying something that I like about the budget. The
increase in the threshold for payroll tax—this is a very good thing. But now back to regular
programming. Unfortunately I cannot respond to the budget without some criticisms. I am a libertarian
and you raised taxes, so I have to criticise that. But if you bear with me, I promise that I will have some
positive and constructive suggestions towards the end.
In my maiden speech, you might recall, I argued that libertarianism is a moral position. It is based on
respect for other people and the belief that coercion is wrong. I said that just as it is wrong for a bully
in the playground to take your lunch money and tie your shoelaces together, it is wrong for
governments to overtax you and restrict your freedom. I bring this up because there are elements of
this budget that remind me of bullying. One of the defining characteristics of bullies is that they pick
on people that cannot defend themselves. In this budget the government has picked on new car buyers,
landowners and goldminers. It has done this not because it is the most efficient way to raise tax—it is
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not—or because these people deserve in some way to be taxed but because the government has decided
that they are soft targets.
You might think that taxing luxury cars is harmless enough, but you would be wrong. We already
have a 33 per cent luxury car tax in Australia imposed federally. This is not to mention import tariffs,
GST and other state duties. In addition, Australians are only allowed to import a small number of used
cars, which artificially inflates new car prices. This explains why you see exceptionally safe new
vehicles like Mercedes and Volvos being offered at a fraction of the price overseas. What is the harm
in it? Australia has a very old and less safe car fleet. The Monash University Accident Research Centre
has reported that cutting the average age of the national passenger car fleet by just a single year—by
only one year—from its current level of just below 10 years would prevent more than 1300 deaths
over the next 20 years. It would also save nearly $20 billion on road trauma and emissions.
Of course foreign property owners are also a very soft target because they do not vote. Foreign
investors create wealth in Australia in all kinds of ways, but I doubt anyone will do a cost-benefit
analysis on this measure because attitudes to foreigners range from indifference to xenophobia.
Finally, goldminers have started making decent money for the first time in 100 years or so. It is a
reinvigorated, vibrant industry that is now supporting hundreds of jobs in the regions. They already
pay tax like the rest of us on any number of things, but I suppose the government have decided to
introduce a special tax for them because they do not want it to be the only industry in the regions that
they allow to make money.
But it is time for some positive suggestions about a few simple things that could boost the bottom line
for Victorians and cost next to nothing. Considering that inflation is basically nil, we could have frozen
politician and public sector wages with no real decrease in the standard of living.
As I acknowledged yesterday, the government showed significant bravery in its last term in the area
of drug law reform, and I hope that they will continue work in this area. For example, we could use
the power of economics to kick organised crime in the teeth by legalising cannabis. This would trigger
an economic boom, benefiting agriculture, medicine, manufacturing, hospitality and tourism. We
could use the savings in policing cannabis to slash payroll tax and make every company in Australia
consider making Victoria the corporate headquarters of the nation.
We could assist the recovery of the property market by loosening or abolishing planning and heritage
controls, triggering a development boom that will help homelessness. We could take the advice of
organisations like the Royal College of Physicians and deregulate vaping, increasing revenue and
easing the health burden on the state. Like the US we could have an energy boom, driving down prices
and carbon dioxide emissions to benefit industry and consumers by allowing onshore gas exploration.
Finally, we could have done more than our part in reducing global carbon emissions by lifting the
prohibitions on nuclear activities and uranium exploration in this great state. Whilst there are many
that complain about coal mining and its contribution to carbon emissions, there is little talk about
Australia’s spectacular contribution to global zero-carbon electricity production. During the 2017–18
financial year the zero-carbon energy produced from our uranium exports was equivalent to 96 per
cent of Australia’s total electricity production. None of that came from Victoria. That is right: uranium
exports are already doing far more than the pipedream of 100 per cent renewable energy.
I urge governments in future, whatever their type, to think of things that they can do that stimulate the
economy by setting it free.
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Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (15:51): I do not intend to speak for a particularly long time
in this debate, but I would like to place a few things on the record personally about the budget and also
on behalf of my Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party colleague Mr Grimley.
Obviously, as a general principle we are concerned by the sight in any budget of increased taxes. This
is a concern we share with many people in our communities in western Victoria and northern Victoria
and indeed in many other places. As we have already often said in our time here, we are also as keen
as anyone else to ensure that taxpayers money is not wasted and that every dollar the Victorian
government spends is put to its best possible use. Throughout this term our scrutiny of all government
legislation will continue to be based very heavily upon these principles.
I would also like to emphasise our endorsement of a number of issues noted by Ms Lovell previously
today for northern Victoria—in particular, the gross lack of funding for the dilapidated Swan Hill
hospital. I have personally visited that hospital and noted the facilities are indeed requiring significant
upgrade, and fairly urgently in fact.
With all of that said, both Mr Grimley and I are generally very pleased at a number of the
announcements that have been made in the budget for both western Victoria and northern Victoria. In
my case the most notable among these is the significant funding provided to the Centre Against
Violence to support vulnerable families and children in northern Victoria, particularly in Wangaratta
and Wodonga. This is an area that is very close to my heart and one which I have advocated for over
many years. This is something for which we have been advocating and will continue to do so in this
chamber, but we are really delighted that they have agreed to fund it in this budget.
The Centre Against Violence, or CAV as it is commonly known, provides services to women and
children who have experienced family and domestic violence, and this new funding will help them
and those they support in two specific areas. Firstly, there will be new CCTV cameras, which will
significantly enhance the security and safety of all those who attend appointments in their buildings
and those who seek shelter to stay safe in one of their refuges. Unfortunately until now vulnerable
women and children attending those appointments have often experienced a range of problems making
their way in to the centre, given that some perpetrators stalk and taunt their victims outside.
Secondly, CAV will be funded through this budget to provide ongoing therapeutic counselling
services for children harmed by family violence and sexual abuse. We know that children who have
been exposed to abuse are often left severely traumatised throughout their life, especially in the
absence of expert counselling and support. Indeed it is a fact that without such intervention these
children are often plagued by behavioural and mental health and many other associated difficulties
throughout their lives, which can often see them taking a journey and a pathway into the juvenile
justice system, which is ultimately what many of us in this chamber would like to see significantly
reduced. We are confident that this funding to CAV for such counselling will represent an important
new early intervention strategy which will very positively improve the lives of many northern
Victorian children.
More broadly across the budget, I am also pleased by a number of other commitments for the north of
the state, including being very pleasantly surprised at the announcement of the significant new funding
for the north-east rail line. As Minister Symes outlined in her contribution to this debate, problems
have afflicted the north-east line for many years. Accordingly, there is always a sense of both relief
and excitement whenever news is delivered to the long-suffering users of that line in northern Victoria
that new funding is being provided to help deal with some of these problems. I look forward to the
government honouring their commitment and the new trains in the near future.
Likewise I welcome the ongoing commitment of the government to fund the redevelopment of
Wangaratta hospital. I look forward to seeing and monitoring how the $2.4 million announced in this
budget specifically for planning work in the redevelopment will be utilised.
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While I do congratulate the government on each of these announcements, I will end on a slightly more
cautionary note, which is that it is always one thing of course in politics to announce these things; it is
quite another to fully deliver them. The government can therefore expect Mr Grimley and me to hold
them to account in order to make sure these commitments are delivered in full and on time. Indeed in
the interests of our constituents we very much look forward to doing so.
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:57): I rise to speak about the state budget for 2019–20.
The Andrews Labor government is delivering for Victorians. It is delivering for nurses; it is delivering
for teachers and parents and children and students; and it is delivering for all Victorians. From the rich
dirt of Stawell to the golden sands of Lorne to the bustling streets of Springvale, this government has
got you covered. I am very lucky to be an elected representative in this Parliament. However, the real
fortune for me is that I get to serve inside such a talented government. This budget is guided with heart
but written with sense. It is responsible, practical, necessary and, above all else, visionary, and it will
fulfil most of Labor’s election commitments in the very first year.
This Victoria that we inhabit is the very Victoria that is outpacing every other state, the very Victoria
that has recently put on more than one-third of new jobs Australia wide and the very Victoria that
engaged in Australia’s first ever treaty legislation. This Victoria was not built upon chance but on the
framework of strong and informed governance. The Andrews Labor government has identified the
issues that people face and put forward strong, sensible policies in this budget that will see living
conditions continue to improve across the board.
As a member for South Eastern Metropolitan Region I commend this budget. It is delivering on the
transport, education, health and jobs outcomes that my electorate is in need of. A further $6.6 billion
has been committed to continue our level crossing removal blitz. Camms Road in Cranbourne,
Webster Street in Dandenong and Greens Road in Dandenong South are just a selection of southeastern crossing removals that once completed will vastly improve travel times and local amenity
space. There has been $195 million budgeted for extra train services. This will see busier networks get
the relief that they need.
Further investment in the suburban train network will see the duplication of the Cranbourne line and
the Caulfield to Monash tram via Chadstone with a future connection to Rowville. There will be an
investment of $12.3 billion into the next stage of big projects including the Melbourne Airport rail
link, which when completed will enable train commuters in Dandenong and Frankston, and many
other south-eastern residents, to get to the airport by hopping on at their local station. Included in that
commitment is the first groundwork for the Suburban Rail Loop, which will see 12 new underground
stations connect every major rail line from Werribee to Frankston. It will enable Victorians more
freedom to commute to our city.
The Victorian government is investing over $50 million in TAFE upgrades to ensure that aspiring
workers have access to absolutely state-of-the-art facilities for growing their skill set. On the topic of
education $826 million has been allotted to building 50 new suburban schools and providing more
than 40 upgrades across Victoria. As part of the largest early childhood reform ever undertaken in the
state’s history over $850 million will be committed to ensuring that every three-year-old has access to
at least 5 hours per week of subsidised kinder by 2022, which will increase to 15 hours per week over
the next decade. This money is not only an investment in our young children but also in assisting
families struggling with cost-of-living expenses. This will translate to thousands of dollars saved by
hardworking families and better education opportunities afforded to young Victorians.
Also for the Vietnamese community there has been a significant commitment by the Andrews Labor
government in building the Vietnamese museum and cultural centre—$1.45 million is now available
together with $100 000 already spent on the feasibility study, making a total amount of $1.55 million
committed for the project. For that the Vietnamese community is so grateful. This new facility will be
a wonderful site for fellow Vietnamese Australians to meet and enjoy their space. This museum will
serve as a cultural hub for all Australians to learn about our unique multicultural society.
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Victoria is known as the artistic, sporting and multicultural capital, and $63 million is available for
multicultural organisations, events and festivals. Eligible senior citizens organisations, of which there
are many in my electorate, could each access $4000 from the multicultural senior citizens grants of
$3.4 million to support activities and equipment upgrades to strengthen these communities, while
$7.25 million has been allotted to securing land for a Chinese aged-care facility in Melbourne. The
Andrews Labor government has identified that there is a growing demand for ethnospecific aged care.
This money will go a long way towards ensuring that the Melbourne Chinese community will have
access to dignified and culturally sensitive care.
As we all know, Victorians love their sport. That is why the Andrews Labor government has invested
in this integral community passion. A $2 million investment for the Waverley netball centre in
Wheelers Hill is a game changer for netball players in the South Eastern Metropolitan Region, giving
teams the facility they deserve and allowing them to play more games. An $83 million investment to
expand the state basketball centre will provide facilities from the grassroots to the elite level. The
project will deliver 10 new community courts, new training and administration facilities for the
Melbourne Boomers and the South East Melbourne Phoenix, a new home for the Australian basketball
centre of excellence and a business case to build the Knox arena to bring major sports and
entertainment events to Melbourne’s suburbs.
The Andrews state government is investing $1.5 billion to upgrade and improve suburban hospitals.
This will see massive expansion and improvement in services, wait times and healthcare quality.
Melbourne’s south-east will enjoy the construction of a community hospital in Cranbourne and
upgrades to the Frankston Hospital, an 11-storey redevelopment with 120 new hospital beds and new
operating theatres.
This budget will deliver for all Victorians. It delivers across Victoria. It will shorten commutes and
increase safety, improve health outcomes and educational ambitions, secure more work and give more
transportation freedom. It is the budget not only for today’s Victoria but also for tomorrow’s and for
generations of Victorians to come. This budget lays the groundwork for some of the most exciting
state building projects in our history. I commend this budget as a representative of Melbourne’s
booming south-east. I commend this budget as a Victorian. Thank you to the Treasurer, the Premier
and the Andrews Labor government.
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(16:06): I am very proud to rise and speak on the 2019 Victorian budget. At the outset I want to
congratulate Premier Daniel Andrews and Treasurer Tim Pallas on delivering their fifth budget, a
budget that delivers for all Victorians.
It is a budget that has been delivered in the context of a tougher fiscal environment, where stamp duty
revenue has declined and also funding from the commonwealth government, which is a very important
part of funding for the Victorian budget, has been shrinking. So they have done a magnificent job in
delivering a budget that addresses the services and the infrastructure that Victorians will need.
I am very proud in particular that this is a budget that delivers the biggest ever health budget in
Victoria’s history. It is a huge win for Victorian patients and for our dedicated nurses, doctors and
other health professionals in this state, who devote themselves every day to providing the best possible
inpatient care.
It is important that I take particular note of the fact that this budget delivers a record investment of an
additional $2.5 billion to run our hospitals. I know that this investment will help meet the needs of our
growing state, meaning that patients can receive the care, treatment and surgery that they need sooner.
I am also very pleased that our budget has got the process going of delivering a $3.8 billion health
infrastructure pipeline—the biggest ever in Victoria’s history—including providing funding of
$1.5 billion for the new Footscray Hospital.
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Our budget also includes funding for a lot of other vital infrastructure. Just in relation to Footscray
firstly, this 504-bed hospital will cut waiting times and allow approximately 15 000 additional patients
to be treated and almost 20 000 additional people to be seen by an emergency department each year.
The budget also includes $31.4 million for the expansion of the iconic Royal Children’s Hospital to
treat our littlest Victorians. We are also getting underway with planning for the $562 million Frankston
Hospital redevelopment as well as other critical infrastructure. We have provided funding for planning
to get the process going on our commitment to build 10 community hospitals. This will be absolutely
iconic in terms of making sure that communities across our growth suburbs in particular can access
the support that they need much closer to home.
We are also kickstarting the process with planning money for our dedicated children’s emergency
departments at the Northern Hospital, Frankston Hospital, Casey Hospital, Maroondah Hospital and
Geelong’s University Hospital to give parents peace of mind that their children can have dedicated
care and also a quiet place for them to receive that dedicated care in those moments where they have
that stress and anxiety about their children’s health needs. We are also kickstarting the process in
developing a hospital for Melton, with planning money contained in the budget as well to get this
process underway.
There is also funding for many other projects, including funding towards a new aged-care facility at
Wantirna Health, which is something that Minister Donnellan will have carriage of. It will enable us
to subsequently get on with addressing some further capital works at the Angliss Hospital as well.
Of course we are ensuring that all parts of our state are going to benefit from the infrastructure that we
are providing for. We have included funding for a new rehabilitation centre at Bendigo Hospital,
bringing together vital health services, including physiotherapy, occupational therapy and prosthetics
and orthotics, under the one roof. There will also be a dedicated new hydrotherapy pool that will be
built in this rehabilitation centre. This will really be the completion of what is already a magnificent
hospital complex at Bendigo. It is a project that was started, funded and completed by a Labor
government, and we are very proud to provide funding for this rehabilitation centre as well.
We are also providing a further $100 million to boost the Regional Health Infrastructure Fund, which
is already the biggest dedicated fund of its kind in our state’s history, taking the total investment that
we have provided to this fund to date to $350 million. This stands in stark contrast to the pitiful Rural
Capital Support Fund provided by the previous coalition government of only $56 million. Our
$350 million is certainly way ahead in making sure that regional Victorians get access to more
infrastructure funding for their local hospitals.
We are also providing other supports for our regional communities. We are ensuring that our planning
work of stage 3 of the Latrobe Regional Hospital will get underway, as well as having funds at the
ready for the Maryborough hospital redevelopment and the Geelong women’s and children’s hospital
once they are shovel-ready.
We are also ensuring that regional Victorians get access to other services as well. But before I talk
about the expansions that we are making to our specialist appointments I just want to make the point
that our pipeline of projects of, as I said, $3.8 billion in investment builds upon the $3.2 billion of
health infrastructure investment that we made in our first term, which was double the previous
coalition government’s investment during their four years. In fact I am very proud that our capital
spend this year alone is more than the coalition funded in the whole of their last term. As I said, we
are also doing other things to support regional Victorians in terms of access to better health support.
I am very pleased that in our budget this year we are funding and getting on with delivering an
expansion of specialist appointments for regional Victorians, making sure that with an investment of
$136 million an extra 500 000 specialist appointments can be provided for patients in regional and
rural Victoria, because we know that it is difficult for people to have to travel into Melbourne for these
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types of specialist appointments. Where they want to access them locally they have had to in many
cases go private and pay many hundreds of dollars to access specialists outside of the public system.
So we will be providing additional access to specialist appointments for regional and rural Victorians
with a range of conditions, whether it is cancer, diabetes or chronic pain. There are a range of
conditions where they will be able to access those additional appointments.
We are also making investments in health prevention, and I just want to mention in particular how
proud I am that we are commencing six months ahead of schedule the rollout of what I have christened
Dan’s vans—that is, our Smile Squad public dental vans that will be visiting every primary and
secondary school in our state when they are fully rolled out by 2022. This is a very significant
investment. We have put $321.9 million into this to begin this rollout. It is a demand-driven program
and will ensure that all children in our government school system have access to this program when it
is fully rolled out. From term three of this year the dental vans will be visiting government schools in
Cranbourne, Barwon South, Box Hill and Wodonga.
It is estimated that families will save about $400 per child per year from having these appointments.
The appointments will ensure convenience as well, as parents of course will not need to take their
children to private dentists for this type of check-up and treatment. An important component of this
program is to deliver oral health education. Children will be given packs that will include information,
toothbrushes and toothpaste as well as getting advice about brushing their teeth. A check-up will be
provided, and then children that need treatment will be provided with treatment as well. The important
thing is of course that all of this will be free. There will be no cost to families, and all check-ups and
treatments will be provided for free, with the exception of cosmetic treatment, so orthodontics are not
included.
Through this investment we will also free up capacity in the public dental health system for eligible
adults so that about 100 000 more eligible adults will be able to access our public dental services, so
this is a big win in treating tooth decay and promoting greater oral hygiene and oral health for children
but also for those adults who are eligible under the public dental scheme.
There are many other things that are included in the budget in the health area, and time will not permit
me to go through all of these today, but I did want to also mention a very significant investment in our
ambulance services. I am very proud that we have made an investment of now $1 billion into our
Ambulance Victoria service since we have been in office, and this budget delivers nearly $300 million
of funding to meet growing demand and continue to improve response times by our dedicated
ambulance services. The funding will pay for our election commitments, which will see 23 further
response vehicles hitting our roads, new ambulance stations built at East Bentleigh and Clyde North
and stations at Gisborne and Ocean Grove upgraded. More than 90 paramedics will be recruited to
upgrade 15 of our single-crew stations and convert them into dual crew and also to deploy additional
mobile intensive care ambulance officers and paramedics across regional and rural Victoria. Again,
rural and regional Victoria is a big winner from this particular investment.
I am very pleased that the investment that we have been making to date—as I said, $1 billion now—
has led to the best ever response times for our most serious matters—that is, code 1 patients being
responded to within 15 minutes. That response time has now reached 84.2 per cent, and that is
2 minutes and 50 seconds quicker compared to the Liberals’ final March quarter when they were in
government. We will continue to make investments into our healthcare services. We are a government
that cares about Victorians. We care about the treatment and the support that they get in our hospitals
and from our paramedics, and this is why we have put this record investment into our hospitals and
into our health system to make sure that Victorians can get appropriate support when they need it most.
I take this opportunity to commend my caucus colleagues, who have through great advocacy told me
about the additional supports that they need in their own communities. We are seeing the product of
that in this budget that has been handed down this week. We have seen a record health budget, the
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biggest in Victoria’s history, and it will be patients and the dedicated professionals who care for them
who will benefit from this investment.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (16:21): I move:
That debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until next day of meeting.
Adjournment
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (16:21): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

EARLY PARENTING CENTRES
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (16:21): My adjournment matter this evening is for the
Minister for Health. I congratulate Minister Mikakos and the government on delivering a fabulous
$213.6 million investment in this year’s budget for all Victorian families, the largest ever parenting
package in Victoria’s history. As the minister is well aware, there is a large and growing number of
families in Northern Metropolitan Region and in particular along the northern growth corridor.
Currently families in need of support at an early parenting centre are required to travel a considerable
distance to one of the three existing EPCs, all of which are incredibly in demand as they service the
entire state. The investment in this week’s budget to build seven new EPCs and upgrade two existing
ones is most welcome and will no doubt have a great impact on the many families who will get access.
I am very pleased that one of these new centres will be established in my local electorate in the
Whittlesea area. So the action I seek is that the minister ensure the local community is provided an
opportunity to share their views on what services will be of most value to them.
SHEPPARTON EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16:23): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Education and relates to the need for a roof shelter to be constructed over the existing basketball court
at the Shepparton East Primary School. The action that I seek from the minister is a commitment to
provide funding of $100 000 to construct a roof structure over the existing basketball court at
Shepparton East Primary School to create an undercover multipurpose area for students and the local
community. Shepparton East is a small but very tight community with strong bonds that tie members
together, of which the local primary school and fire station are at the centre. Shepparton East Primary
School currently has a student enrolment of 270 students. In conjunction with the Shepparton East
action group the school has identified a need for an undercover space for student use. Students will
use the proposed structure during the summer months as part of the school’s SunSmart program and
during winter to provide protection from rain and frost. Currently if it is a rainy day students are forced
to remain indoors during recess and lunch and the weekly school assembly is cancelled. It is
unacceptable that students at Shepparton East Primary School have no undercover area within their
playground to protect them from the elements. The planned roof structure over an existing basketball
court will create an area for children to play all year round regardless of the weather conditions. It can
be very hot in Shepparton East in the summer and extremely cold in the winter, and also very wet in
the winter.
The project would provide an additional space for the school to run their outside of school hours care
program before and after school and would also be used by local junior football, soccer and netball
teams for training after school. Various community groups could also utilise the structure outside of
school hours, including the nearby Shepparton East CFA brigade, which could utilise the space for
their regular training activities. The entire school community has joined together to raise funds for the
project, with nearly $50 000 raised so far to put towards the project. Prior to the 2018 state election
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the Liberal coalition committed funding of $100 000 towards the construction of the roof structure,
and it is time that the minister matched this commitment and provided an undercover area for the
students of Shepparton East Primary School. So the action that I seek from the minister is a
commitment by the minister to provide funding of $100 000 to construct a roof structure over the
existing basketball court at the Shepparton East Primary School to create an undercover multipurpose
area for students and the local community.
REGIONAL SCHOOL INTERNET SPEEDS
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (16:25): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Higher
Education representing the Minister for Education in this place. In searching for an answer for the poor
internet in regional schools, especially in my electorate of Western Victoria Region, I have become
aware of a contract between the Department of Premier and Cabinet and telecommunication service
providers. This contract stipulates arrangements for, among other things, internet within government
departments such as for government secondary schools, of which there are 56 in my electorate alone.
As I understand it, the contract ceases in 2020, with conversations for it to extend to 2021. I have to
take issue with this extension, as what is currently being offered to our schools is not working in
regional Victoria, and I ask the government to consider other options. Why are we not looking to the
future for our schools if we indeed want to be seen as the Education State?
In an earlier response from the government on this issue I was told that improvements to internet speed
were made to a particular school in my electorate. Unfortunately with a growing cohort, a 50 megabit
upgrade from 100 megabits for 1000 students is slower than in some Third World countries. But I
have a solution. AARNet are a third-party internet provider to educational institutions, including
research facilities, who are funded by all Australian universities and the CSIRO. AARNet funnel
profits back into creating further internet infrastructure and are currently servicing many Catholic and
independent schools, most of which are metropolitan, but also regionally in western Victoria, all with
tremendous results. I am aware of a government school in western Victoria that is using AARNet to
access the internet, but neither this school nor the Department of Education and Training are providing
answers to my queries of the details of this arrangement.
Rather than dealing in secrecy I feel we should be willingly sharing information to get the best deal
for our kids to learn. What is stopping us from signing up to this innovative infrastructure? If the future
is online, then why are we seemingly living in the past on this issue? While I appreciate the
government’s investment to improve current internet speeds, it needs an overhaul for any significant
improvements to actually happen. I do not claim to know everything about the internet; however, I ask
the government to take action on considering other internet options, including AARNet, which has
proven results, rather than renegotiating a contract to supply a service which is currently not delivering
for schools in regional Victoria.
FLEMINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (16:28): My adjournment matter is directed to the
Minister for Roads and Minister for Road Safety and the TAC, the Honourable Jaala Pulford. The
action I seek is for the minister to provide an update to my office on how the Andrews Labor
government will work with the community to deliver an upgrade of the pick-up and drop-off zone at
Flemington Primary School. Minister, the Victorian budget is a budget that keeps the promises we
made to the Victorian people, delivering surpluses and funding to projects that Victorians voted for
and need. The Andrews Labor government is delivering the biggest infrastructure program Victoria
has ever seen. Whether it is the Metro Tunnel, the North East Link, the West Gate Tunnel or the
Suburban Rail Loop, we are getting on with building the road and rail projects Victorians need to get
them home sooner and safer.
Among many announcements made for my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region I was happy
to see commitments we have made to deliver on local road and intersection upgrades. I am aware that
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the Andrews Labor government will be providing specific funding to deliver intersection upgrades,
traffic light installations and minor pedestrian improvements across the state. I understand that these
upgrades will enhance safety, improve travel times and increase amenity.
Flemington Primary School in my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region is such a great school,
and the parents of Flemington really value education. Prior to the 2018 state election members of the
school community at Flemington Primary School raised their concerns relating to the safety of the
school pick-up and drop-off zone. We made a commitment that a re-elected Andrews Labor
government would provide $450 000 to introduce parallel parking, widen the footpath and install
signage at the school. I was pleased to see that the 2019–20 budget has allocated $450 000 towards
the construction of this project. This project is helping to boost road safety and will make it easier for
people to get around in my electorate.
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION RAIL SERVICES
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (16:30): My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Public Transport, and it concerns the punctuality of trains on the Craigieburn line, which
runs through my electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region. I call on the government to hold the
public transport operators to account for their far-too-frequent dismal results. Minister, in the month
of March punctuality on the Craigieburn line dropped to a low of 84.7 per cent. These figures are
shameful, and commuters in my area are sick of it. They are late for work and they are late getting
home to their families.
With the current disruptions on the Mernda line already affecting residents in the north, these
performances are a slap in the face to commuters. This government has continued to use the line
‘Delivering for all Victorians’, but in reality it is lagging behind on key essential services and that is
leaving Victorians worse off. This trend of subpar results on the Craigieburn line is nothing new for
this government, with below-average results occurring for much of 2018. However, unlike other jobs
where if you continually have a below-average performance, you are subject to a performance review,
at Metro you get an extra $6 million in taxpayer bonus.
While the executives at Metro have been left with big bonuses for dismal performances, it is commuters
that have been left to pay for it, with a 2.2 per cent increase in fares from 2018 to 2019. I am sure many
of those commuters hoped that with a price increase they would see an increase in on-time services,
but clearly we are asking too much of this government. For far too long commuters have been victim
to the dismal performance times on our public transport network. I want the government to do all it
can for the people of Melbourne’s north and make sure the public transport operators are held to
account for these far-too-frequent dismal results. The action I seek is for the minister to advise me, so
I can advise my constituents, what she is doing to deliver train punctuality on the Craigieburn line.
TRIPLE 0 APP
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (16:32): My adjournment matter today is for the Minister
for Crime Prevention, and the action I am seeking is a meeting with the minister, me and the
Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority. This is about a wonderful, innovative, new piece
of technology that has recently been developed by Magistrate John O’Callaghan. He calls it the
‘Triple 0’ app; I would like to call it the O’Callaghan plan. Essentially it is a mobile phone app that
when activated will allow video and audio from your phone to go straight to 000. In other words,
virtually every Victorian will have a CCTV camera in their pocket or handbag.
You can imagine the possibilities of that. If someone is being pursued or if someone is at a fire or if
someone is at an emergency, they can activate this app and the 000 operators will have visual access
to the incident as well as being able to speak to the people there and be able to triangulate and pinpoint
the person’s location. There would also be the possibility of a blue light coming on so if a woman was
being pursued, she could put the app on. This blue light would flash and you would have the operator
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from 000 saying, ‘Mate, back off. I know who you are. I’ve got a photo of you’. It would actually act
as a great deterrent to crime.
In a week when many of us are thinking about the tragic death of Courtney Herron, we owe it to her
to think of ways that we can prevent crime and we can prevent these tragedies. As I say, the action I
seek and I hope will happen is for the crime prevention minister to meet with me and the Emergency
Services Telecommunications Authority to see how we can really move forward with this very
innovative idea from Magistrate O’Callaghan.
SUNBURY FIELDS BUS SERVICE
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (16:34): I wish to raise a matter this afternoon for the attention
of the Minister for Public Transport. As I am sure the minister would be aware, there is quite a growth
spurt happening in the outer west of Melbourne, particularly in the area of Sunbury. At the moment in
the north-west of Melbourne we are seeing subdivisions popping up pretty regularly and there is a
need for a catch up, if you like, in transportation services. I have been approached by a constituent
who lives in the area of Sunbury known as Sunbury Fields. This is a relatively new area of Sunbury
and it has no bus service. This leads my constituent’s daughter to have to walk some kilometres to get
a bus. The daughter is 13 years old. It is not ideal at the best of times, but it is certainly not ideal these
days when it is getting darker earlier and quite often is cold and wet as well.
What I am asking the minister to do is to ensure that a bus service is provided for people in Sunbury
Fields, to ensure that bus stops are provided for those people who wish to use the service and to do
that expeditiously. Clearly in a lot of the new areas there are a lot of young families and a lot of kids
who use the bus service and they need a service that is regular, they need a service that is punctual and
they need a service that they can access relatively easily. It is in my view not good enough to say,
‘Well, let them walk 4 or 5 kilometres’. That is just a nonsense in this day and age. So I ask the minister
to do whatever is necessary to provide that bus service for Sunbury Fields. There will be, I have no
doubt, an enormous cry of gratitude from the people in that area if that were to occur.
FEDERATION SQUARE
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (16:37): My request is for the minister representing
the Minister for Planning in the other place. Let us ponder the difference between protecting heritage
and standing in the way of progress. There are certainly grand old structures that connect us to our
past, evoking nostalgia from those who lived it and wonder from the young. The Yarra building in
Federation Square, however, is not such a place. Constructed less than 17 years ago, and looking like
a half-done jigsaw puzzle, it is certainly not comparable to the likes of the Royal Exhibition Building.
In late 2017 it was announced that the Yarra building would be demolished and a high-quality structure
with a smaller footprint would be built in its place, increasing the open ground area of Fed Square by
500 square metres and providing an improved view of the Yarra River. All of the costs for this were
to be paid for by Apple Corporation and then the new building leased to them for use as an Apple
global flagship building. These plans were cancelled, due to the non-government National Trust’s
nominating Federation Square to the Victorian Heritage Register, enabling Heritage Victoria to block
the proposal. Activist campaigns like the Our City, Our Square project were successful in drumming
up emotional opposition to the plan, but now some of these very same activists are calling for taxpayerfunded corporate welfare to prop up the failing square.
A look at the heritage impact statement commissioned by Fed Square management provides an
abundance of solid reasoning for going ahead with the project. The report points out, among other
things, that the Yarra building was always intended for commercial use. It was even listed as the ‘south
commercial building’ on the final design. It also describes how the economic use of the building has
been problematic since its inception and that it attracts less than 2 per cent of the visitors to Fed Square.
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Roger Poole, one of the original designers of Fed Square, in speaking about the Yarra building said,
and I quote:
There is no remarkable or distinct design feature which is pivotal to the experience of the Square …

I ask the minister to restrict the regulatory ability of Heritage Victoria so they cannot pointlessly block
good development proposals in the future.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (16:39): My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister
for Local Government and concerns the necessity for the state government to take action against
dictatorial local governments who mistreat councillors. Recently I had the opportunity to meet with
Cr Heather Wellington, of the Surf Coast shire, who told me of the difficult situation in which she had
been placed by her council.
Mr Davis: She is a very good woman. She is a very sensible person.
Mrs McARTHUR: Cr Wellington is a very sensible person, Mr Davis, and she lodged an FOI
application, as a private citizen, to access two documents she knew existed in the shire. The shire
refused that application. Cr Wellington’s intent was to determine whether the documents to which she
sought access should have been made available to the public.
Someone then lodged an allegation with the local government inspectorate that Cr Wellington had
misused her position as a councillor by making the FOI request in relation to the two documents. Any
citizen should have the right to make an application for access to documents held by the government,
and that includes local government, unless there are extenuating security issues.
Cr Wellington was rightfully absolved on 8 May by the local government inspectorate. The Office of
the Victorian Information Commissioner has reviewed Cr Wellington’s application and said that one
document and the covering email of the second document should be released, but the shire is refusing
to release those documents on the basis of a legal technicality—that the information commissioner
took too long to make the decision. The commissioner objects to that interpretation and is challenging
it with the shire. The shire is pursuing this pointless process using ratepayer money.
Local governments, like all forms of government, should be accountable and transparent.
Cr Wellington was merely attempting to uphold these principles, yet she continues to be met with
intense obfuscation, investigation and antagonism. The shire’s refusal to release information
demonstrates their clear preference for secrecy over transparency and accountability.
The action I seek from the minister is to establish what actions he and this government are taking to
keep all local governments transparent and accountable while assuring Victorians that interference in
the proper scrutiny of government by elected representatives is not impeded by executive officers and
councillors.
STAMP DUTY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:42): I am aware from the
Australian Financial Review today, and indeed from the state taxation bill, of a change in the legal
arrangements that have been put in place with respect to stamp duty on property developers and
developments. And this is a surprising and concerning new change. We know Daniel Andrews prior
to the election in 2014 promised no new taxes, and we know Mr Pallas promised the same before this
election. And we know that in fact there have been nearly two dozen—well over 20—new taxes
introduced across the two terms of this government. Most of those have been on the property sector,
and they are beginning to have a very significant and serious impact. And there is a series of new taxes
that have been put in the budget this year—in this current budget—which obviously will be analysed
as we work through the processes in this chamber.
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But the sinister change that I think people have been caught by surprise by is this arrangement where
it has quietly introduced plans to shore up its slumping stamp duty. The changes sought by the state
tax office would instead treat developers as acquiring a beneficial interest on a site worth more than
$1 million and subjecting them to a 5.5 per cent stamp duty on potentially the entire value of the land.
This is almost like a reverse off-the-plan. We used to have an off-the-plan system; this is now where
you buy the property and, indeed concerningly, if you have got a significant interest in that land the
stamp duty receipts will be triggered at an early point before it is onsold, even if there is some other
structure involved—even if you do not have ownership of the land but you just have a contract to do
some development on that land. So this is a new and worrying impact, and I think there is a great deal
for the Treasurer to come clean on with this. I would seek his action in releasing the modelling on this
and the impact on the property sector. There is a real risk that this up-front stamp duty arrangement
will hit people very hard.
So understand what is going on here: a property developer might well seek to strike a deal with the
current owner and seek to undertake some development, and even at that early point, before land
ownership is transferred, before the stamp office is involved, it will trigger this new and substantial
tax. I know the Property Council of Australia is very concerned about this, and certainly a number of
property industry people have spoken to me in recent days, so I seek the release by the Treasurer of all
of the modelling of the impact on the property sector.
REGIONAL ROAD SPEED LIMITS
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (16:45): My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for
Road Safety and the TAC. Every day, thousands of Victorians use regional roads where speed limits
are set well below community expectations. The Liberal Democrats have a plan to address this. In
short, we would set speed limits by using direct community input—no need for politicians or
bureaucrats to be in the middle. Where this has been tried, speed limits have increased.
Surveys of drivers show that a majority of road users regularly drive faster than the posted speed limit.
So given that most people would rather have different speed limits than the ones we have and given
that our democratic government is supposed to reflect the sentiments of the people, why are the limits
so low? South Australia might just have let the truth slip. The South Australian government recently
jacked up fines as a revenue-raising measure. In South Australia a speeding fine can set you back more
than $1500. Is speeding a worse offence when the government has run out of money? Well, no. The
South Australian Treasurer has actually announced that revenue-raising was the intention of the fine
increase.
This does not only happen in South Australia; the same thing happens right here. Fines are set too high
and limits are set too low. As a result, the Victorian government is extracting over $500 million in
traffic fines each year. That figure is set to increase to over $800 million by 2022. You see it as just
another tax. The government should not have an incentive to punish its citizens.
So first things first: I call on the minister to direct VicRoads to trial increased speed limits on country
freeways, on the dual-lane carriageways where the traffic is well separated. Country freeways, like the
Hume that I drive on so often, are the worst case when it comes to low limits. I have made no secret
that I want to see speed limits on the Hume lifted to 140, but for now I would settle for a trial where
we raise the limit to 120 or 130 and monitor the outcome. We could even lift speed limits in one
direction and study the difference.
The people who use the highways are frequently travelling 3, 4 or even 9 hours at a time, meaning that
speed limit increases would have real impacts on travel time. Shorter travel times also reduce fatigue
and reduce traffic on the road. Reducing fatigue would reduce the road toll. Shorter travel times mean
more time for things that matter. Time is precious, and these wasted minutes are scarcely considered
every time that speed limits are lowered. For regional Victorians, quality time is time spent with our
families, not the hours spent driving, waiting to get home.
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SOMERVILLE TO BAXTER BIKE PATH
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (16:48): I raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure, and the action I seek is that the government partner with the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council and the federal government to fund and build the Somerville to Baxter bike
path. The Somerville to Baxter trail is approximately 4.8 kilometres, and the proposed link would be
a shared user path connecting the townships of Somerville and Baxter to the Peninsula Link Trail and
Somerville to Hastings bike path. This would create a fully connected trail that would deliver access
to the Peninsula Link Trail and a continuous link to Frankston and the greater metropolitan trail
network.
The total cost of this project is $5.5 million, and to their absolute credit and with the advocacy of a
number of councillors, particularly Cr Julie Morris, much of the work for the planning of the project
has already been done. I understand it is practically shovel-ready. There has been consultation with
VicTrack and Metro, and it is fully supported by the Baxter residents and traders association, which is
obviously very important.
The federal government at the recent election committed $2 million to this project. Minister Hunt, the
member for Flinders, committed $2 million on behalf of a re-elected Morrison federal government to
the project, and that funding has been confirmed by the minister. So this is an opportunity for the three
tiers of government to come together, with the council already having done much of the work and
significant financial contributions from the federal government. The action I would seek is that
Minister Allan partner with the council and the federal government to deliver this important project.
I have seen in what used to be part of the Eastern Victoria Region the Warburton trail area—that
cycling path has opened up so many tourism opportunities, benefiting the towns of the Upper Yarra
and helping to improve health outcomes at the same time. A trail like this could have a similar effect.
We know Peninsula Link can get very congested. We know the council is trying to expand the tourism
season to be not just the peaks but to have an all-year-round offering. Building this type of
infrastructure helps the local community. It is good for health outcomes, but it is also great for the
local tourism industry, and it encourages people to do different things on the peninsula, such as bike
riding. A better connected set of bike paths and bike trails would help to achieve that outcome.
This is a relatively modest cost for the state in a budget of $70 billion, and I therefore ask the minister
to work with the federal government and work with the council to make this exciting project a reality.
GLENFERRIE ROAD, KOOYONG, LEVEL CROSSING
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:51): My adjournment matter this evening is to the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Jacinta Allan, in the other place, and it relates to the Glenferrie
Road level crossing. Yesterday in the house we were having a debate about the Toorak Road level
crossing. This level crossing is the next crossing on from Toorak Road on the Glen Waverley line as
you go into the city, not very far from that Toorak Road level crossing in regard to which unfortunately
the government is sticking with its decision, despite the community concerns of having an elevated
sky rail in that part of the Stonnington area.
On 28 April the federal Treasurer actually committed $260 million to assist with the removal of the
Glenferrie Road level crossing. It is a busy road. It is just near the famous Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club
and Vision Australia. It is a busy part of that area—lots of people commute each day—so like other
level crossing removals that are being undertaken, the local community was very welcoming of the
federal Treasurer’s announcement. Can I put on record my congratulations to the Treasurer and the
rest of the federal team who were sworn in yesterday. He has done a fabulous job and will continue to
do so.
Nevertheless, as I said, we have heard a lot of bleating from this government about the lack of money
coming to the state from the federal government. This is just part of the infrastructure funding. Of
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course there is the $4 billion that was offered for the east–west link, which you would know about,
President; it affects your region somewhat. It is disappointing that the Andrews government refuses to
take up the federal government’s offer in relation to that infrastructure spending.
The Burke Road level crossing cost $159 million, and it was part of the former coalition’s commitment
to remove level crossings—they started that. That was planned and funded and was part of the
$659 million metro level crossing blitz in 2014–15. This funding, as I said, that is on the table from
the federal government is $260 million, but the minister says it is $100 million short. So for
$360 million they cannot do a road-under-rail crossing there, when for Burke Road, which has got
entrances and exits to the Monash Freeway, tramlines and multiple roads, they could do that removal
for $159 million.
So the question remains: what information is the government hiding that requires the Glenferrie Road
level crossing to cost in excess of $360 million? The action I seek is for the minister to release that
information to the local and broader Victorian community so that they can understand her reasoning.
RESPONSES
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (16:54): There were 13 adjournment matters this evening. The first was from Mr Elasmar
to the Minister for Health in relation to health initiatives that are being undertaken in his electorate and
him wanting residents to be aware of those initiatives. Ms Lovell raised an issue for the Minister for
Education in relation to Shepparton East Primary School. Mr Grimley had a matter for the Minister
for Education in relation to an alternative contract for internet for schools. Ms Vaghela had a matter
for Minister Pulford in relation to the pick-up and drop-off zone at Flemington Primary School.
Mr Ondarchie had a matter for the Minister for Public Transport in relation to transport punctuality.
Ms Patten had a matter for the Minister for Crime Prevention seeking a meeting to discuss a mobile
phone app that could be used in situations of emergency. Mr Finn had a matter for the Minister for
Public Transport in relation to Sunbury Fields bus services. Mr Limbrick had a matter for the Minister
for Planning in respect to Federation Square. Mrs McArthur had a matter for the Minister for Local
Government in relation to behaviour in local councils. Mr Davis had a matter for the Treasurer in
respect to legal arrangements and stamp duty. Mr Quilty had a matter for Minister Pulford in respect
of road speed changes. Mr O’Donohue had a matter for Minister Allan in relation to the southern
Baxter trail and its links, and Ms Crozier had a matter for Minister Allan in relation to the Glenferrie
Road level crossing.
I have a written response to an adjournment matter raised by Ms Vaghela on 2 May 2019.
The PRESIDENT: The house stands adjourned.
House adjourned 4.56 p.m. until Tuesday, 4 June.
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Thursday, 30 May 2019
TAFE FUNDING
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (2 May 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
Thousands of Victorians are on the way to getting the skills they need to secure jobs in high- demand
industries, with more than 19,000 students commencing in Free TAFE courses so far this year, representing
a doubling of commencements in these courses compared to the same time last year.
To ensure Victoria’s TAFE institutes and dual sector universities continue to provide quality training, all
TAFE teachers will be required to have current skills in a relevant industry and hold a current Certificate IV
in Training and Assessment (or be willing to get one). The Certificate IV in Training and Assessment is a
nationally-recognised qualification.
For those interested in becoming a TAFE teacher, there is information and resources on the recently launched
‘Jobs at TAFE’ website. These resource provide the guidance to become a TAFE teacher.
The ‘Jobs at TAFE’ website also brings together all TAFE teaching and administrative jobs from across
Victoria to a single centralised platform. The website is searchable by location enabling those interested in
working at a TAFE in their local area to find suitable jobs.
People interested in working at TAFE can also register to become part of the Jobs at TAFE community and
receive job alerts, search for jobs in the industries they work in, and apply for advertised roles.
The website is www.jobs.tafe.vic.gov.au.
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Answers to constituency questions
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers and received by Hansard in the period shown.
3 May to 30 May 2019
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (20 February 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
The Andrews Labor Government is deeply committed to ensuring Victorians have access to high-quality
health services when they need it most, regardless of where they live. The Government is getting on with the
job of delivering the biggest pipeline of health infrastructure projects in Victorian history.
During our first term, the Andrews Labor Government invested $3.2 billion in health infrastructure across
Victoria. This includes $171 million for the Shepparton Hospital Redevelopment, which will give patients in
the Goulburn Murray Region access to a world class hospital for years to come.
The redevelopment will provide additional inpatient beds, operating theatres, emergency department treatment
spaces, renal dialysis treatment spaces, intensive care spaces, and expansion of the emergency department
imaging unit. Stage 1 of the redevelopment of the Goulburn Valley Health Shepparton campus is well underway.
The 2015 masterplan was originally developed to guide staged development of the Shepparton campus over
a minimum 20-year investment horizon, consistent with planning practice for most Victorian public hospitals.
The funding announcement in 2017, bringing forward future development stages, necessitated updating the
2015 masterplan. An addendum has been prepared and is currently being finalised in collaboration with GVH.
Following finalisation of the masterplan addendum, the next step in capital planning is to undertake a
feasibility study assessment.
In 2018-19, the Andrews Labor Government is providing Goulburn Valley Health with operating funding of
$201.5 million. The Government has increased operating funding to Goulburn Valley Health by 54.7 million
or 37.3 per cent more than in the last year of the previous Liberal National government.
Unlike the previous Liberal National government that cut funding to Victoria’s health system, closing hospital
beds and leaving thousands of Victorians stuck on waiting lists, a Labor Government will always deliver high
quality and accessible healthcare to Victorians.
I note that Victoria is in ongoing discussions with the Federal .Government in relation to public hospital
funding. The Morrison Liberal National Government has offered a funding agreement which would
shortchange Victorians by $2.1 billion in five years. For Goulburn Valley Health this means an estimated
shortfall of $36.3 million over the first 5 years of the agreement.
The Morrison Liberal National Government has also made a decision to retrospectively change the funding
rules thereby clawing back $305 million for services already provided by Victorian hospitals for the years
2016/17–2018/19. I invite you to advocate for Victorian patients and Victorian hospitals by making
representations to Minister Hunt and Minister Frydenberg about the impact of their unfair hospital funding
decisions on your constituents.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (6 March 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to undertaking a review of the local government rating system
to ensure the system is as fair and as equitable as it can be. The details of the review will be announced soon.
Annual centralised property valuations result in more consistent arid up to date land and property values,
ensuring that rate notices more accurately reflect the value of each ratepayer’s property.
It is important to note that councils do not collect extra revenue as a result of the revaluation process thanks
to the rate cap introduced under Labor’s Fair Go Rates system. Valuations are simply used as an apportioning
tool to assess the rates payable for each individual property.
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The Fair Go Rates system ensures councils are exercising fiscal discipline when making decisions on council
spending. Prior to the introduction of rate capping ratepayers were experiencing unsustainable rate rises of
six per cent per year, in the ten years prior to rate capping the rates in Golden Plains Shire Council were going
up on average 8.86 per cent per year.
The Local Government Act 1989 also provides a range of mechanisms to enable councils to assist ratepayers
experiencing financial hardship. I encourage Mr McDonald to approach Golden Plains Shire Council to
discuss if they can assist in any way.

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (6 March 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to supporting Victoria’s paramedics to find employment, to
develop their career and provide patients with world-class care.
In our first term we invested nearly three quarters of a billion dollars, delivering 450 paramedics, new vehicles
and new ambulance branches. The Government has also committed to invest a further $109 million to recruit
even more paramedics, more MICA officers, convert 15 single-crew stations to dual crew stations, build new
stations and get 23 new vehicles on the road.
The Government’s investment has helped rebuild Victoria’s ambulance system after the former Liberal
National government went to war with paramedics, causing ambulance response times to become the worst
on the Australian mainland.
The latest quarterly performance data showed paramedics reached 84.2 per cent of Code 1 patients within
15 minutes—an improvement on 83 per cent a year prior. In 2014 under the previous Liberal National
government, only 73.2 per cent of ambulances arrived within 15 minutes.
From 1 December 2018, the Paramedicine Board of Australia has required all paramedics to be registered
under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 2009. It is anticipated that being part of the
national registration scheme will provide additional opportunities for paramedics within the health system.
Fees for paramedic registration are set by the Paramedicine Board of Australia.
I am advised that Ambulance Victoria receives applications from graduating paramedics from five Victorian
universities now offering courses in paramedicine as well as other national institutions, which determine the
number of students enrolled in this course. As a result, the application process is considered highly competitive.
To ensure fairness, transparency and equity within the application process, the Ambulance Victoria
recruitment team have implemented a state-wide, merit-based selection process in alignment with Victorian
Public Sector Commission (VPSC) recruitment best practice guidelines.
I am also advised Ambulance Victoria has a well-established recruitment process to ensure the health, safety
and wellbeing of graduates and the patients they will be caring for, and that progression through this process
can take some time for applicants.
As each applicant’s situation is individual, it is difficult to specify the timeframe applicable, though typically
applicants are not on the merit-based waitlist for longer than 12 months. Acknowledging the time frame, every
care is taken to ensure adequate clinical supervision during the initial placement period is provided.
Ambulance Victoria is able to respond to enquiries from applicants and I would invite your constituent to
contact their recruitment team manager at gaprecruitment@ambulance.vic.gov.au to obtain further advice
regarding their application’s progress and job opportunities. Ambulance Victoria also provides a recruitment
complaints resolution process where they can offer feedback, support and an escalation process to ensure an
appropriate forum for resolution.
In 2018, Ambulance Victoria revised its communication with Graduate Ambulance Paramedic applicants
which resulted in more frequent contact with applicants throughout the process. Although the current
recruitment strategy entails face-to-face, written and online communications, as well as presentations,
Ambulance Victoria are constantly looking at new ways to engage the graduate cohort to ensure that they are
informed of their progress at all times.
I would encourage your constituent to consider employment opportunities in other related organisations.
Victorian paramedic skills are highly valued across a variety of roles, including Ambulance Officer, event
medic first responder, non-emergency patient transport, industrial and remote area paramedic, policy,
administration, regulation and education.
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WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (19 March 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for his question.
It seems that it may have been a while since the Honourable Member last took a drive around the western
suburbs of Melbourne—because there is currently more road work going on in the west than ever before.
Work is well and truly underway on the Andrews Labor Government’s West Gate Tunnel project.
As part of the project we’re widening the West Gate Freeway and building twin tunnels under Yarraville to
provide an alternative to the West Gate Bridge.
This massive project will slash travel times, take more than 9,000 trucks off local roads in the inner west and
connect growing communities like Tarneit, Truganina and Wyndham Vale to more jobs, educational
opportunities and services.
Sadly the Member for Western Metropolitan Region sought to block this project, putting party politics in front
of the needs of his constituents.
I also note the Honourable Member’s concern about Palmers Road, Sayers Road and Point Cook Road.
Again, a drive around the west might may have been of some assistance.
As part of the Andrews Labor Government’s $1.8 billion Western Roads Upgrade, work is currently
underway to upgrade Palmers Road, resurface Sayers and Point Cook Roads and upgrade key intersections.
We’re adding one extra lane in each direction on Palmers Road between Princes Freeway and Boundary Road
and two extra lanes between Boundary Road and the Western Freeway.
We’re improving the Palmers Road at the Sayers Road intersection and we’re building new walking and
cycling paths and a new overpass for the Federation Trail over Sayers Road and Palmers Road.
Inevitably, these works cause some disruption—and we’re doing our best to keep the community informed
and minimise those impacts.
Having delivered very little for the west when last in Government, I can understand that the Honourable
Member may be perplexed to see so much construction work going on—but I can assure him that the Andrews
Labor Government is getting on and delivering the transport infrastructure that people in the western suburbs
need.
Further information is available online: <https://roadproiects.vic.gov.au/projects/westernroadsupgrade>.

NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (20 March 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
The Andrews Labor Government has invested more funding in Victoria’s healthcare system than ever before,
fixing the ambulance crisis and delivering the fastest ever ambulance response times Victoria has seen.
In our first term we invested nearly three quarters of a billion dollars, delivering 450 paramedics, new vehicles
and new ambulance branches. The Government has also committed to invest a further $109 million to recruit
even more paramedics, more MICA officers, convert 15 single-crew stations to dual crew stations, build new
stations and get 23 new vehicles on the road.
The Government’s investment has helped rebuild Victoria’s ambulance system after the former Liberal
government went to war with paramedics, causing ambulance response times to become the worst on the
Australian mainland.
Ambulances are arriving at the scene of Code 1 emergencies faster than ever before. Latest state-wide
quarterly performance data showed paramedics reached 84.2 per cent of Code 1 patients within 15 minutes—
an improvement of 11 percentage points or 2 minutes and 50 seconds when compared to the previous Liberal
government’s final March quarter.
In the Indigo Shire, the time for an ambulance to reach the scene of a Code 1 emergency over the same period
has improved by 2 minutes and 25 seconds from 24:36 minutes to 22:11 minutes.
Improving response performance in large geographic areas with a relatively low number of Code 1 call outs
such as Indigo presents a challenge.
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As part of the Government’s investment during its first term, 12 new Paramedic Community Support
Coordinators were recruited to provide training, support and response capacity in many of the more remote
areas of the state, one of who began servicing the Local Government Area of Indigo in July 2018.
Facilitated by the Paramedic Community Support Coordinator in the region, the ambulance service based in
Chiltern was upgraded from a Community Emergency Response Team (volunteer first responders) to an
Ambulance Community Officer branch on 1 November 2018. This has resulted in the community now being
supported by officers with advanced first aid skills and patient transport capabilities.
I can also advise the member that Ambulance Victoria and NSW Ambulance have a reciprocal cross-border
agreement, which means the closest available ambulance is sent to emergency patients. Under this agreement,
Ambulance Service NSW provides emergency coverage for certain regions, with Ambulance Victoria
providing a secondary response.
This means performance data does not completely reflect emergency ambulance response to critical cases in
our border communities

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (20 March 2019)
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services):
Victoria Police has identified the area in question as bushland bordering Rifle Range Road, Traralgon South,
which forms part of the Traralgon Response Zone. The Office of the Chief Commissioner has advised that
no previous reports of reckless behaviour or damage to public areas have been made to police. Local police
patrol the surrounding roads abutting the reserve and intercept offending vehicles in these areas when
detected. An off-road motorcycle police officer is tasked to this area, as required by Latrobe Highway Patrol.
A request to the Victoria Police Special Solo Unit has also been made to deploy specialist capability to this
area. All Victorians are encouraged to report any behaviour that endangers their safety to the police, so they
can better plan and allocate appropriate resources to tackle and reduce crime.
The Andrews Labor Government has invested heavily in Victoria Police, with an unprecedented $2 billion to
fund the recruitment of 3,135 additional police officers across the State. Across Gippsland 25 new police
officers have been deployed, and a further 33 have been allocated and will be deployed over the next year.
Local police in the Gippsland region do an amazing job. This Government will continue to support Victoria
Police to ensure that police in the Gippsland region continue to have access to resources to keep the
community safe.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (21 March 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
I thank Ms Vaghela for her question and her ongoing interest in TAFE in her electorate and across the state.
The Andrews Labor Government’s Free TAFE initiative is an opportunity for students who normally couldn’t
afford TAFE, or who would find it financially difficult, to do a course that will increase their chances of
getting a job, without paying tuition fees.
Courses included in this initiative provide strong employment pathways. They are in key growth industries
and areas of social priority such as responding to the Royal Commission on Family Violence and supporting
the workforce of the National Disability Insurance Scheme.
Students wishing to study a Free TAFE courses in Melbourne’s West are well served, with courses being
offered at Victoria University Polytechnic, Bendigo Kangan Institute, and The Gordon. All three TAFEs have
reported strong growth in Free TAFE course commencements.
Demand for Free TAFE had been consistently strong. Across January, February and March 19,000 students
started training in Free TAFE courses across the 16 TAFE institutes. This is 60 per cent higher than
commencements in the same courses at the same time last year.
TAFEs are working to ensure all students have a positive experience and continue to provide support services
to students throughout their studies.
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TAFEs are hiring additional teachers, and are scheduling additional classes over the coming months in order
to meet the increased student demand.
Anyone seeking further information about how to access Free TAFE should visit freetafe.vic.gov.au or call
the TAFE and Training Line on 131 823.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (30 April 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I understand that traffic noise can affect the quality of life of people who live near busy roads and freeways.
The management of traffic noise on the road network is guided by VicRoads’ Traffic Noise Reduction Policy.
This policy states that traffic noise must exceed the 68-decibel (dB) threshold for VicRoads to consider a
location along an existing road for noise retrofitting works.
Unfortunately, the Federal Liberal Party’s “election commitment” is hopelessly under costed and provides
around 10 per cent contribution to noise barriers at this location.
This is one of the uncosted and undeliverable sham promises we have seen by the Federal Liberal Government
during this election campaign. All the while the Federal Liberal Government fail to provide Victoria with its
fair share of infrastructure funding.
The State Government is aware of the eligible sections of the Mornington Peninsula Freeway, between the
Nepean Highway (Dromana) and Jetty Road (Rosebud). These sections will continue to be prioritised for
future funding consideration along with other eligible metropolitan freeway sites.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (30 April 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
Thank you for your question regarding a proposal from Mr Gordon Jenkins to fund a feasibility study by the
Lungitude Foundation for a transplant centre of excellence.
The Department of Health and Human Services has previously met with Mr Jenkins, and is aware of the
issues that his organisation is advocating for.
The Andrews Labor Government actively supports strategies to improve the health outcomes of all
Victorians, including those requiring transplant services. The Victorian strategy Health 2040: Advancing
health, access and care, released in 2016, articulates a vision to achiever the best health, wellbeing and safety
of all Victorians.
The Andrews Labor Government is proud to support the advancement of Victoria’s world- class transplant
services and is working together with all jurisdictions to realise the best possible services continue to be
delivered to Victoria.
The Department is working diligently to make sure Victoria’s organ donation to transplantation system
continues to perform robustly noting that the annual number of organ donors has increased from 64–193 and
the annual number of transplants from 206 to 529 over the last decade.

SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (30 April 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
VicRoads has inspected the small gantry and found that it is not an immediate safety hazard. I understand that
VicRoads will remove the small gantry in June 2019.
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SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (30 April 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
Technical investigations have determined the rail bridge as the best design solution to remove the Toorak
Road level crossing.
Level Crossing Removal Project staff have met with, and will continue to meet with, nearby residents and the
broader community to discuss why this is the best design solution.
Other designs would interrupt the flow of flood water into nearby Gardiners Creek, take more than a year
longer to build and require Toorak Road to be closed for several months. This would impede access to and
from the Monash freeway and disrupt the flow of 37,000 vehicles that travel through the level crossing each
day.
This design also avoids the need for buses to replace trains on the busy Glen Waverley line, which is used by
160,000 people each week for a long duration.
The rail bridge solution provides several benefits to the communities of Kooyong and Malvern, the broader
community that uses Toorak Road as a key east-west arterial, and to commuters on the Glen Waverley line.

WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (30 April 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am advised that:
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to improving the oral health of Victorians and is investing
$267.4 million in public dental services in 2018-19; The Victorian Government remains disappointed by the
Commonwealth Government’s decision to cut its funding for public dental services in Victoria by 30 per cent.
This decision will result in more people waiting longer for essential dental care, many of whom cannot
otherwise afford these services.
In addition, the Victorian Government recently announced a comprehensive school dental program which
will provide free annual oral health check-ups and free follow up care needed for all children attending
government primary and secondary schools in Victoria.
This new investment will reduce wait times for other Victorians seeking public dental treatment, as the
children who would otherwise be treated through the public dental scheme will now receive their care through
the school dental program.
In addition, the Andrews Labor Government will build 10 new or expanded community hospitals, to provide
accessible health services in Victoria’s growing communities. These will include more public dental chairs
for more public dental services.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (1 May 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for Northern Metropolitan for her continued interest in the Andrews Labor Government’s
transport infrastructure agenda across Melbourne’s north.
The Andrews Labor Government is getting on with delivering all our election commitments—projects worth
more than $40 billion dollars, projects that will increase capacity, reduce congestion and benefit people in
every corner of Melbourne and throughout regional Victoria.
On the Upfield line, we already have removed the dangerous and congested Camp Road level crossing and
consultation is underway to remove an additional four level crossings on the Upfield line at Bell, Munro, and
Reynard Streets in Coburg and at Moreland Road in Brunswick.
Planning work is underway, including looking at further future track, signalling and other infrastructure
upgrades for the Upfield line.
The Metro Tunnel will enable a 70 per cent increase in passenger numbers on the Upfield line during peak
times, and pave the way for the future duplication of the line.
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (1 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The intersection of Hume Freeway with McKoy Street and Old Barnawartha Road is a major pressure point
where freeway traffic intersects with local commuter traffic. In response to the eight-year crash history, a
time-based 80 km/h speed reduction during the hours of 7am to 7pm was introduced in 2015. Lowering the
speed limit has been an effective safety measure as there have been no serious injury or fatal crashes at the
intersection since this time.
The recent upgrade to which the Member for Northern Victoria refers is the wide median intersection on the
Hume Freeway, which was undertaken to mitigate the risks from increased traffic volumes connected to a
new service station on McKoy St. The upgrades funded and undertaken by the service station’s developer
were completed in late 2018.
The wide median intersection design meets the required standards and was approved by Regional Roads
Victoria (RRV). The upgraded design provides safer turning movements and allows all traffic (including
trucks) to queue within the turning lanes without congesting the through lanes of traffic.
The operation of the new McKoy Street service station means more vehicles will use the intersection, at all
hours of the day. We know that 80 km/h from 7am to 7pm has prevented serious crashes. RRV is listening to
the community’s feedback along with input from Victoria Police and City of Wodonga, traffic data and other
technical criteria to set the speed zone for this location.
RRV will report on its findings later in the year. Until then, the 80 km/h speed zone will remain in place.
As a separate body of work, RRV is completing a planning study to identify improvement opportunities for
the Hume Freeway at Wodonga from the Murray Valley Highway through to the NSW border. The planning
study will identify an ultimate design solution for the McKoy Street and Old Barnawartha Road intersection
in the longer term.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (1 May 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
Solar Homes has now received more than 32,000 applications demonstrating the great success of this
program, rapidly bringing down the daily energy costs of thousands of Victorians on low and middle incomes
by hundreds of dollars a year.
This has been an extraordinarily successful program and particularly popular in the Western Metropolitan
Region, where many new homeowners from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds are settling.
In fact, of the top 20 suburbs taking part in Solar Homes, eight are in the Western Metropolitan region, with
Tarneit being number one in the state.
We currently provide translation services for Victorians wishing to contact Solar Victoria through its call
centre, via the National Translation Interpreter Service. The details of the service can be found on the contact
page on the Solar Victoria website. To date we have had 42 calls to our call centre via this service.
Solar Victoria is in the process of developing a dedicated translation line which will continue to service this
need.
Solar Victoria is also developing information packs on the program in 11 community languages These
languages include Hindi, Punjabi, Sinhalese, Tamil, Arabic, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese,
Turkish, Greek and Italian. This material is being developed now, and will be available by 1 July, when the
second phase of the $1.3 billion Solar Homes program begins.
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WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (1 May 2019)
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure):
I thank the Member for his question.
There is no interdependency between the budgets for the Gap Road Level Crossing Removal Project and the
intersection upgrade project at Gap Road and Horne Street, which is being delivered by VicRoads and falls
within the within the portfolio of responsibilities of the Minister for Roads, the Hon Jaala Pulford MP.
Therefore, any questions in relation to the intersection upgrade project should be directed to the Minister for
Roads.

EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
In reply to Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (2 May 2019)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport):
As part of the Government’s Autumn transport construction blitz, Gippsland trains were replaced with
coaches to enable improvements to the transport network.
To ensure Gippsland line passengers—including those travelling to the Latrobe Valley—could get home as
quickly as possible following the AFL match on 20 April, replacement coaches were available at Southern
Cross station after the match. I understand there were also coaches on standby for additional passengers.
Passengers were encouraged to allow extra travel time during the works and to check for more information
on replacement buses and disruptions.
In recognition of the impact Gippsland line customers experienced during these upgrades, Gippsland line
passengers were able to travel for free during this time.
A six-month calendar is now available online, showing proposed work dates where buses will replace trains,
giving Gippsland line passengers more certainty when planning their journey. The calendar and detailed travel
information is available at ptv.vic.gov.au.
I thank Gippsland passengers for their patience while we get on with these crucial upgrades to the rail network.

NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
In reply to Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (2 May 2019)
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes):
The Victorian Government takes the issue of illegal chemical storage seriously. Poorly managed facilities
storing hazardous and industrial waste are a hazard to the community and an unacceptable fire risk.
Community safety remains the top priority. Victorians have a right to expect hazardous and industrial waste
to be managed at a high standard that meets regulations. This was not the case with Bradbury and is why the
EPA took strong regulatory action to suspend the licence.
Victorian Government agencies are working closely to provide a whole-of- government response, including
WorkSafe, the EPA, fire agencies and councils placing priority on preventing harm to human health and the
environment from pollution and waste.
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Written responses to questions without notice
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period
shown.

3 May to 30 May 2019
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION TRANSPORT
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (1 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I’d like to thank the member again for her question. In addition to the context I provided in my initial response,
I’d like to provide some further details around what the Victorian Government is doing for transport to support
the Western Metropolitan Region and in particular to improve options for travel by means other than private
vehicle.
Firstly, travel by private vehicles is still an important option for many people in the region and we will
continue to deliver projects that aim to increase accessibility and improve efficiency and reliability for people
travelling by car. But we are also planning for major network changes that will allow Victorians to choose to
transform the way they travel, including the Airport Rail Link, Western Rail Plan and Suburban Rail Loop,
which are all major, city shaping projects that will benefit residents and businesses of the western suburbs.
Each of these projects is considering integrated transport by ensuring that investments benefit the wider
network and are supported by complementary works and connecting services. I have outlined these in detail
previously, but recapping briefly, these include:
•

The $22.7 million allocated out of the $100 million Safer Cyclists and Pedestrians Fund to 13 specific
active transport projects, which in the western suburbs includes pedestrian infrastructure upgrades at
Buckley Street, Essendon and Raleigh Road at Maribyrnong River the $100 million Safer Cyclists and
Pedestrians Fund.

•

More than $170 million to build stronger, better-connected bus networks including adding more routes
and services, creating more direct routes, and increasing service frequencies, most recently in Niddrie
and Werribee.

•

The $1 million provided in 2018-19 State Budget to develop a business case for improving active
transport links and tram connections between Fishermans Bend and the CBD.

Whilst not directly within my responsibilities, it is also worth noting the close collaboration that has occurred
over several years now between the transport and planning portfolios, through the work undertaken by the
Victorian Planning Authority, to plan new communities in our growth corridors around a greater number of
local town centres (rather than fewer larger big-box style centres) that offer a mix of uses, including retail,
restaurants and open space within walking and cycling distances of new homes and are at the core of Plan
Melbourne’s action to creating 20-minute neighbourhoods to manage all local needs. This initiative has a
significant impact on reducing reliance on private car travel to meet local transport requirements. These
centres will be particularly important to many areas within the City of Melton in locations like Diggers Rest,
Melton, Rockbank, Taylors Hill, Toolern, Mt Atkinson and Tarneit and others.
In relation to the member’s question regarding train station car parks, this Government is committed to
building over 11,000 new spaces at some of our busiest metropolitan and regional train stations through a
$150 million Car Parks for Commuters Fund. The additional 11,000 spaces are on top of the nearly
10,000 new and upgraded spaces built by the government since 2014. This will include 1600 new and
upgraded spaces across Wyndham Vale, Tarneit, Watergardens and Werribee, and 400 new and upgraded car
parks in Caroline Springs.

NORTH RICHMOND SUPERVISED INJECTING FACILITY
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (2 May 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to reducing the harm associated with alcohol and drug use
and I commend Minister Foley for taking action on these issues.
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I am advised that the operating costs for the Medically Supervised Injecting Room are included as part of the
$87 million Drug Rehabilitation Plan. There has been no reallocation of funds from the department’s
community health program to the MSIR.
The government has not commissioned any investigation or review into NRCH management. The MSIR is
doing exactly what we said it would do—saving lives.

NORTH EAST LINK
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (2 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
RESPONSE TO SUBSTANTIVE QUESTION
This falls within the responsibility of the Minister for Transport Infrastructure however during the
construction phase of the North East Link Project, there will be a large emphasis on promoting the use of
public transport and ensuring that any disruption to public transport services are minimised. North East Link
Project contractors will be required to minimise disruptions to rail and bus services during all stages of
construction. North East Link Project will continue to work with the Department of Transport to ensure that
any network disruption events are appropriately planned and coordinated.
RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION
Planning work for stage two of the Hurstbridge Line upgrade is currently underway. I will work closely with
my other transport ministerial colleagues to ensure passengers are able to get around the public transport
network as efficiently as possible. This project is being delivered by the Minister for Transport Infrastructure.
This is following extensive upgrades to the Hurstbridge line completed in 2018, including the new Rosanna
Station, the duplication of the railway track between Rosanna and Heidelberg, and the removal of dangerous
level crossings at Rosanna and Alphington.
Work on the second stage of the upgrade is set to begin in early 2020.
This work includes:
•

a new station at Greensborough

•

the duplication of three kilometres of track between Greensborough and Montmorency

•

the duplication of 1.5 kilometres of track between Diamond Creek and Wattle Glen.

Signalling and track works undertaken will also address key pressure points on the Hurstbridge line, allowing
more train services to run.
The project team is working closely with the North East Link Project to ensure coordinated construction of
both projects while minimising disruption to community and commuters in the North Eastern suburbs.
Due to the complex nature of the project, planning will continue for the rest of 2019 and construction will
commence in early 2020.

1080 POISON
In reply to Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (2 May 2019)
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of State,
Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs):
The Victorian Government is committed to reducing the impact of feral cats on threatened wildlife through
strategic and targeted control where it will make a significant difference to the protection of the State’s at-risk
biodiversity. The declaration under the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 of feral cats as an
established pest animal on specified Crown land in Victoria in July 2018 was an important first step in that
process.
I am advised that sodium monofluoroacetate (1080) is not currently used for feral cat baiting and there are no
plans in Victoria to use Sodium monofluoroacetate (1080) for feral cat baiting.
Animal welfare is a high priority for the Victorian Government. Animal welfare in feral cat control is
prioritised in the Victorian Feral Cat Code of Practice and Standard Operating Procedures currently in
development, due to be finalised in 2019. In the interim, feral cat control in Victoria is consistent with the
National Model code of practice for the humane control of feral cats.
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NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION RAIL SERVICES
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (2 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Albury line services were impacted by ongoing speed restrictions on the Australian Rail Track Corporationmanaged network. The Albury line does not run metropolitan trains.
The performance of Seymour and Shepparton line trains, which do share track with metropolitan trains
between Craigieburn and Melbourne, is continuously improving.
This improvement has continued with the April 1 timetable change, which is ensuring regional trains arrive
at the metropolitan boundary on-time and maintain their scheduled pathway into Melbourne.
V/Line is working closer than ever before with Metro Trains Melbourne to improve the performance of both
regional and metropolitan trains on the integrated network.
The $235 million North East Line Upgrade will support the running of new, modern trains on the line. The
upgrade will bring the track up to Victorian Class 2 standard—the necessary standard for the modern Vlocity
trains to operate between Melbourne and Albury/Wodonga.
Upgrades will also address service reliability, resilience and ride quality issues being experienced on the north
eastern corridor.

NATIVE FOREST LOGGING
In reply to Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (2 May 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
This year’s budget sales of timber by VicForests are somewhere in the order of 1,134,000 m3.
The reduction of 5,000 hectares represents a small change in the area vested to VicForests. In 2013,
1,820,000 hectares was vested to VicForests, in 2019 1,815,000 hectares was vested to VicForests. This
represents a reduction of just under 0.003 per cent of the area vested between 2013 and 2019.
The 5,000 hectare reduction largely arises from changes to the forest zoning for the protection of threatened
species. This reduction was previously anticipated and factored into VicForests’ considerations when it
developed and made public its Resource Outlook 2017. It will not impact on VicForests’ ability to meet
contracted timber volumes.
VicForests’ Resource Outlook is a forecast that indicates how much sawlog timber is able to be commercially
supplied from the State in the medium term on a sustainable basis. VicForests uses its Resource Outlook to
guide the volume of timber VicForests makes available to the market.

COMMERCIAL PASSENGER VEHICLE INDUSTRY
In reply to Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (28 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
I thank Mr Barton for his question.
I am advised that Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria (CPVV) has been liaising with Melbourne Airport
and other stakeholders on the issue of touting. CPVV is presently gathering evidence on the extent of the
problem and data on whether touters are compliant with vehicle registration and driver accreditation laws.
CPVV and the Department of Transport (Department) have provided the Minister with some preliminary
advice on options for managing touting, including the option to reintroduce a touting offence. I can confirm
that CPVV and the Department will be holding a series of round table conversations with industry on touting
to explore these options as well as canvas other ideas for addressing the issue. These round tables will
consider, among other things, how a touting offence could be constructed and whether it would be effective.
I am advised the round tables are likely to commence during July/August 2019.
Members of CPVV s Industry Implementation Group were advised of the proposed work on touting at the
most recent meeting held on 21 May 2019. The Industry Implementation Group were also advised of other
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key priorities including legal responsibilities for secondary networks, safe electronic dispatching practices
and women’s safety.
It is critical that if a touting offence is to be introduced that it addresses the shortcomings of previous touting
offences, particularly in relation to practical enforcement. It is also important that any new offence is
understood and supported by industry and does not negatively impact on legitimate commercial passenger
vehicle services.
The safety of commercial passenger vehicle services remains a key priority for this government.

SUNSHINE SUPER-HUB
In reply to Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (28 May 2019)
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for Small
Business):
The Victorian 2019/20 budget contained $25 million to develop priority precincts, including at Sunshine,
Parkville, Arden, Fishermans Bend, and the Richmond to Docklands corridor. These investments are key to
maximising community benefit and will ensure more jobs at key urban precincts such as Sunshine, as
Melbourne’s population grows.
In addition, the Local Jobs First Policy (as per the Local Jobs First Act 2003) must be applied by all Victorian
government departments and agencies for any type of project with a value of:
•

$1 million or more in regional Victoria

•

$3 million or more in metropolitan Melbourne or for state-wide activities.

All government projects worth more than $50 million are Strategic Projects and require the Minister for Jobs,
Innovation and Trade to set minimum local content requirements. The Act designates that for certain project
types the minimum local content must be set at no less than:
•

90 per cent for a construction project that is a Strategic Project.

•

80 per cent for services or maintenance project, or for the maintenance or operations phase of a Strategic
Project.

The Local Jobs First Policy also mandates that 10 per cent of total hours worked on construction projects
valued at over $20 million must go to apprentices, trainees and cadets through the Major Projects Skills
Guarantee.
The Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions consults with representatives from relevant agencies in
recommending the minimum local content requirements to the Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, who
then sets the local content requirement. The Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions is currently engaging
with key stakeholders including the Brimbank Council to identify the economic and social opportunities for
the Sunshine super-hub.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY VEHICLE PASSING LAW
In reply to Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (29 May 2019)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
VicRoads advises it is aware of five crashes that have been partly attributed to the 40 km/h law for passing
emergency vehicles, all of which occurred in the initial months after the law was introduced. I am also advised
that all of the crashes except one involved property damage only, with the remaining crash involving injury
to a motorcyclist.
VicRoads is currently undertaking a study to determine the level of driver and rider compliance with the rule
on high speed roads, and to identify ways to improve this.
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AMBULANCE RESPONSE TIMES
In reply to Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (29 May 2019)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
I am informed that:
The Andrews Labor Government has invested more funding in Victoria’s healthcare system than ever before,
fixing the ambulance crisis and delivering the fastest ever ambulance response times Victoria has seen. Since
2014, we have delivered a record $1 billion investment in Victoria’s ambulance service, funding
1000 paramedics and 35 new and upgraded ambulance stations across the state.
The 2019/20 Budget commits nearly $300 million to support increasing demand, maintain improved response
times and deliver on our election commitment so Victorians can get the right emergency care, quickly, when
they need it. This includes a $109 million funding boost to recruit more than 90 paramedics, convert 15 singlecrew stations to dual crew stations in rural and regional Victoria, build and upgrade new stations and get
23 new vehicles on the road.
The Government’s investment has helped rebuild Victoria’s ambulance system after the former Liberal
government went to war with paramedics, causing ambulance response times to become the worst on the
Australian mainland.
Ambulances are arriving at the scene of Code 1 emergencies faster than ever before. Latest state-wide
quarterly performance data showed paramedics reached 84.2 per cent of Code 1 patients within 15 minutes—
an improvement of 11 percentage points or 2 minutes and 50 seconds when compared to the previous Liberal
government’s final March quarter.
In the Indigo Shire, the time for an ambulance to reach the scene of a Code 1 emergency over the same period
has improved by and 2 minutes and 25 seconds from 24:36 minutes to 22:11 minutes.
Improving response performance in large geographic areas with a relatively low number of Code 1 call outs
such as Indigo presents a challenge.
As part of the Government’s investment during its first term, 12 new Paramedic Community Support
Coordinators were recruited to provide training, support and response capacity in many of the more remote
areas of the state, one of who began servicing the Local Government Area of Indigo in July 2018.
Facilitated by the Paramedic Community Support Coordinator in the region, the ambulance service based in
Chiltern was upgraded from a Community Emergency Response Team (volunteer first responders) to an
Ambulance Community Officer branch on 1 November 2018.
This has resulted in the community now being supported by officers with advanced first aid skills and patient
transport capabilities.
As the member is aware, Ambulance Victoria and NSW Ambulance have a reciprocal cross- border
agreement, which means the closest available ambulance is sent to emergency patients. Under this agreement,
Ambulance Service NSW provides emergency coverage for certain regions, with Ambulance Victoria
providing a secondary response.
This means performance data does not completely reflect emergency ambulance response to critical cases in
our border communities
I am advised that Ambulance Service NSW despatch and response data regarding ambulance callouts in
Indigo Shire is not held or accessible by Ambulance Victoria. However, my department will examine what if
any information may be possible to provide.

