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Wednesday, 6 February 2019
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (09:36): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the first people of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past and present and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament this week.
Bills
SAFE PATIENT CARE (NURSE TO PATIENT AND MIDWIFE TO PATIENT RATIOS)
AMENDMENT BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
The PRESIDENT: I have received the following message from the Legislative Assembly:
The Legislative Assembly presents for the agreement of the Legislative Council ‘A bill for an Act to amend
the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act 2015 and for other purposes’.

Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:37): I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Mr JENNINGS: By leave, I move:
That the bill be read a second time forthwith.

Motion agreed to.
Statement of compatibility
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:38): I lay on the table a
statement of compatibility with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the Charter), I
make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to
Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018 (the Bill).
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The purpose of the Bill is to amend the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios)
Act 2015 (the Act) to introduce new and modify existing nurse to patient ratios and midwife to patient ratios
with which the operators of certain publicly funded health facilities must comply. The Bill also repeals a
number of sections in the Act that allow for variations from ratios and changes the categorisation of certain
hospitals under the Act.
Human rights issues
Human rights promoted by the Bill
The Bill promotes the following human rights protected by the Charter:
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•

the right to life (section 9 of the Charter);

•

the right to protection of families and children (section 17 of the Charter); and

•

the right to protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (section 10(b) of the Charter).

The right to life (section 9 of the Charter)
Section 9 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to life and has the right not to be arbitrarily
deprived of life.
Clause 22 of the Bill will introduce nurse to patient ratios for oncology, acute stroke and haematology settings.
The introduction of these new ratios will ensure the delivery of high-quality care in these areas of speciality
and as a result will promote the right to life of patients in oncology, acute stroke and haematology settings.
Clauses 23, 24, 25 and 27 of the Bill will improve nurse and midwife to patient ratios applicable to palliative
care inpatient units, emergency departments and special care nurseries, and improve midwife to patient ratios
for birthing suites. The improvements to the ratios in these areas of speciality will ensure safe and quality
patient care and as a result, will promote the right to life of the patients receiving care in these specialty
settings.
Clause 5 of the Bill will introduce a new rounding methodology for ratios under the Act which in most cases
will result in a higher number of nurses providing care to patients. This new rounding methodology will
therefore promote safe patient care and promote the right to life of patients in public hospitals.
The protection of families and children (section 17 of the Charter)
Section 17(1) of the Charter recognises that the families are the fundamental group unit of society and that
families are entitled to be protected by society and the State. Section 17(2) of the Charter provides that every
child has the right, without discrimination, to protection as is in their best interests, in recognition of a child’s
special vulnerability because of their age.
Clauses 24 and 25 of the Bill improve nurse and midwife to patient ratios in special care nurseries and midwife
to patient ratios in birthing suites. These improved ratios will ensure that babies and mothers receive a high
quality of care by improving opportunities for dedicated patient care and as a result will promote the protection
of families and children.
Protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (section 10(b) of the Charter)
Section 10(b) of the Charter provides that a person must not be treated or punished in a cruel, inhuman or
degrading way.
The Bill’s introduction of new patient ratios in specialist areas, improvement of existing ratios and
introduction of a new rounding methodology for ratios all promote the right to protection from cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment by ensuring a safe and supportive environment for patients, nurses and midwives in
public hospitals.
Other potential human rights invoked
The right to equality (section 8 of the Charter)
Section 8(3) of the Charter provides that every person is equal before the law and is entitled to equal protection
without discrimination and has the right to equal and effective protection against discrimination.
The new nurse to patient ratios will distinguish between patients in different hospital settings. This may invoke
the protected attributes of ‘disability’ and ‘pregnancy’ under the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 and therefore
engage the right to equality and non-discrimination. However, distinguishing the level of care owed to a
patient based on their setting in a hospital is reasonable and justified because patients with different illnesses
and conditions require varying levels of care depending upon their clinical acuity and the associated treatment
necessary to appropriately manage their illness or condition.
To the extent that the Bill will not benefit persons hospitalised in settings other than those provided for in the
Bill, this is reasonable and justified because these other settings are managed through evidence based clinical
guidelines and industrial frameworks.
For the reasons outlined it is my view that the Bill is compatible with the Charter.
Jenny Mikakos MP
Minister for Health
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Second reading
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:38): I move:
That the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.

Motion agreed to.
Mr JENNINGS: I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
This Bill presents a significant opportunity to improve the safety and quality of patient care for all Victorians,
and improve the workload arrangements for our dedicated and caring nurses and midwives.
Safety is our highest priority, and through improving nurse to patient and midwife to patient ratios, we are
supporting nurses and midwives in our public hospitals and health services to deliver the best possible care.
The landmark introduction of the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act in
2015 was a significant achievement for Victoria, as the first state in Australia to legislate minimum nurse and
midwife staffing in public hospitals.
The Safe Patient Care Act has successfully protected minimum workload arrangements—creating a safe,
supportive and productive environment for nurses, midwives and patients.
Now is the time to make improvements to staffing ratios to minimise any risk to patients where ratios are no
longer fit for purpose and do not reflect best practice or safe staffing levels.
Nurses and midwives are an integral workforce in our health system and continue to be the most trusted
profession in Australia.
There are over 50,000 nurses and midwives in our public health system committed to providing patientcentred, empathetic and individualised care. These staff are managing patients in an environment of increasing
patient complexity, changing models of care and the growing demand for health services.
International and local evidence also confirms a direct relationship between workload levels, patient outcomes
and nurse-reported quality of care. In addition, increasing workloads have the potential to lead to burnout,
absenteeism, job dissatisfaction, attrition and poor retention.
In summary, higher staffing numbers lead to better patient outcomes, and an increasingly engaged workforce.
As such, it is now time to improve workload arrangements, create positive, healthy and productive
environments and advance the health system for better patient safety.
This Bill specifies minimum staffing levels for a range of clinical settings. Updating the Safe Patient Care Act
will guarantee consistency and create greater certainty around the provision of safe and high-quality patient
care by ensuring that health services provide a higher number of nurses and midwives where required in more
complex and specialised environments.
The Bill advances the intent of the Safe Patient Care Act and demonstrates the Andrews Government’s greater
focus on safe and high-quality patient care.
This Bill enhances the Act in four ways:
Firstly, the Bill improves a number of existing ratios to reflect evolving nursing and midwifery practices in
response to advancing technologies, changing service models and increasing patient acuity and complexity.
Amendments to the rounding methodology will mean that, in most circumstances, nurses and midwives will no
longer be required to carry an additional workload that can at times be 50 per cent greater than the specified ratio.
Ratios in palliative care, birthing suites, special care nurseries and emergency departments will also be updated
to maintain their relevance and to reflect contemporary practice and community expectations. This includes
updating the special care nurseries ratios to respect the skills and knowledge of our dedicated midwives.
Secondly, the Bill is creating new ratios to better manage highly complex patients in a range of clinical settings
that use advanced technologies and specialised treatments.
New minimum safe staffing levels are now provided for inpatient multi-day speciality areas of haematology,
oncology and acute stroke units. Managing ratios within mixed speciality wards is also clarified.

BILLS
120

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 6 February 2019

These enhancements will create statewide consistency in service provision and ensure the delivery of high
quality individualised care that reflects treatment complexity.
Thirdly, as part of a continuous improvement process, the Bill removes redundant and outdated sections of
the Act.
Removing the night duty formula in specified emergency departments and the local capacity to vary ratios
will reduce confusion and ambiguity, and advance uniform workload management processes.
Finally, the Bill improves the overarching structural and operational functionality of the Act to deliver a
contemporary and responsive regulatory instrument that reflects modern practices, and protects patient-care
models for all Victorians.
The Andrews Government has committed to establishing a $50 million Nursing and Midwifery Workforce
Development Fund to support the recruitment, transition to practice and professional development of more nurses
and midwives. In particular, $10 million will be dedicated to support initiatives in rural and regional Victoria.
The vision and objectives of the Bill and Workforce Development Fund will be achieved over the next five
years. Further to these improvements, the Government will continue to work with nurses, midwives and
health services to introduce a future amendment Bill to ensure we have enough staff when and where they are
needed most.
Every day our nurses and midwives work hard to put patients first—delivering person-centred healthcare and
high-quality outcomes.
This Bill will finish what we started—improve nursing and midwifery workload arrangements for a
significant and lasting impact on the provision of safe, empathetic and high-quality patient-centred care for
all Victorians.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (09:39): I move:
That debate be adjourned for one week.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned for one week.
INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (PUBLIC
INTEREST DISCLOSURES, OVERSIGHT AND INDEPENDENCE) BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
The PRESIDENT: I have received the following message from the Legislative Assembly:
The Legislative Assembly presents for the agreement of the Legislative Council ‘A bill for an act to amend
the Protected Disclosure Act 2012, the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission
Act 2011, the Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011, the Public Interest Monitor Act 2011, the Ombudsman
Act 1973 and the Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 and make consequential amendments to other Acts
to make Victoria’s integrity and accountability system clearer and more efficient and to otherwise improve
its operation and for other purposes’.

Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:41): I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Mr JENNINGS: By leave, I move:
That the bill be read a second time forthwith.

Motion agreed to.
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Statement of compatibility
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:42): I lay on the table a
statement of compatibility with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the Charter),
I make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Integrity and Accountability Legislation
Amendment (Public Interest Disclosures, Oversight and Independence) Bill 2018.
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with human rights as set out
in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill makes Victoria’s ‘whistleblower’ protection system stronger, more accessible and more effective,
by amending the Protected Disclosure Act 2012 (PD Act), the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission Act 2011 (IBAC Act), the Ombudsman Act 1973 (Ombudsman Act), the Victoria Police
Act 1994 (Victoria Police Act), the Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011 (VI Act), and various other Acts. Most
relevantly, the Bill:
clarifies and simplifies the pathways for making public interest disclosures;
extends the Act’s protections to ‘external disclosures’ (public interest disclosures made to persons and
bodies outside of the Victorian integrity system) and ‘misdirected disclosures’ in limited circumstances;
establishes roles under the Act for the IBAC Committee established under the Parliamentary
Committees Act 2003, the Chief Municipal Inspector (CMI) appointed under the Local Government
Act 1989, the Information Commissioner (IC) appointed under the Freedom of Information Act 1982
and the Racing Integrity Commissioner (RIC) appointed under the Racing Act 1958, allowing these
bodies to handle and/or investigate public interest complaints; and
simplifies confidentiality obligations that apply to people who make and handle public interest
disclosures, including to allow access to support services.
The Bill further strengthens Victoria’s public sector integrity and accountability system, by amending the
IBAC Act, the VI Act and various other Acts. Most relevantly, the Bill:
provides greater protection for individual rights by limiting the use of IBAC’s public examinations to
the most serious investigations and by enshrining procedural fairness safeguards in relation to the
conduct of the public examinations;
increases IBAC’s ability to obtain information by allowing IBAC to override secrecy provisions in an
investigation and preventing the Crown from asserting any privilege before IBAC in relation to all public
officers (not just Victoria Police personnel);
increases oversight of coercive powers by requiring an audio or video recording to be made of a coercive
examination and provided to the Victorian Inspectorate; and
requires complaints to the Victorian Inspectorate be made in writing.
Finally, the Bill clarifies and modernises the Ombudsman Act. Most relevantly, the Bill:
expands the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction to include publicly funded bodies;
allows children aged between 10 and 16 years old to voluntarily appear in an investigation;
provides the Ombudsman with greater power to share information to integrity and law enforcement
bodies;
simplifies the Ombudsman Act by referring directly to the investigation powers rather than importing
them from repealed provisions of the Evidence (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1958; and
requires or allows a relevant support or assistance person to be present at an investigation.
Human Rights Issues
The Bill will promote the protection of rights under the Charter by encouraging and facilitating the disclosure
and investigation of a broader range of improper conduct in the public sector, including improper conduct
that is incompatible with human rights. I consider the Bill strikes an appropriate balance between competing
rights and interests, balancing for example the right to freedom of expression and to expose improper conduct,
against rights to privacy and reputation. Although the Bill expands functions and powers that may limit human
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rights under the Charter, the Bill provides appropriate protections to promote human rights, and to
appropriately safeguard rights in situations where they might be limited.
The Bill engages human rights provided for in the Charter, as follows:
PD Act reforms
Right to privacy and reputation
Section 13 of the Charter states that a person has the right not to have their privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily
interfered with and the right not to have their reputation unlawfully attacked. The Bill engages this right in a
number of contexts, each of which is discussed below.
The right to privacy protects a person from government interference or excessive unsolicited intervention by
other individuals. However, this right can be subject to reasonable limitation under section 7(2) of the Charter.
In particular, interference with privacy will not be arbitrary if it is reasonable in the circumstances and in
accordance with the Charter. Any limitations of this right arising from the Bill are necessary to achieve the
aims of the Bill, and are reasonable and demonstrably justifiable.
The Bill includes important safeguards where the rights to privacy and reputation may be limited. For
example, the Bill provides investigating entities with the power to issue confidentiality notices over
information that would be likely to prejudice a person’s reputation (clauses 52, 62 and 76).
Clarifying circumstances in which a person can disclose confidential information
The Bill clarifies and broadens the circumstances in which a person can disclose confidential information
relating to disclosures under the PD Act, including:
the identity of the person who made a public interest disclosure;
the subject matter of the public interest disclosure; and
information that is the subject of a confidentiality notice (which may include information about the
assessment or investigation of a public interest disclosure).
The Bill permits a person to disclose such information to a wider range of individuals and bodies for specified
purposes (e.g. to a health practitioner or employee assistance program for the purpose of seeking support in
relation to a public interest disclosure).
Allowing disclosure in this broader range of circumstances may slightly increase the risk of reputational
damage to a person the subject of a public interest disclosure. However, in my opinion, any limitation of the
right to reputation is reasonable and justifiable, given:
the Bill’s key objectives include clarifying and simplifying confidentiality obligations;
the purpose of the amendment is to make it easier for people who make disclosures to access welfare
and support services (which supports the right to liberty and security of person under section 21 of the
Charter, by enhancing people’s health and wellbeing and assisting them to feel safe and secure following
a disclosure); and
the risk to a person’s reputation is limited, given the limited circumstances and purposes for which the
Bill permits confidential information to be disclosed.
Clause 9
The Bill permits public interest disclosures to be made about a Public Interest Monitor and officers of the
Victorian Inspectorate (in addition to the range of public officers and bodies about whom disclosures can
already be made under the Act). This has the potential to cause reputational damage to these individuals.
However, it remains the case that:
an unlawful attack on another person’s reputation will not be shielded by the protections in the Act (e.g.
section 39 of the Act provides that protections do not apply to a person who has knowingly or recklessly
made a false disclosure); and
if the statutory requirements for making a public interest disclosure (including the requirement that
disclosure is of information that shows or tends to show improper conduct or detrimental action) are not
met, the discloser will not receive the protections of the Act—subject to the protections for ‘misdirected
disclosures’ (see below).
Proposed new section 18 extends the Act’s protections to ‘misdirected disclosures’, so that some disclosures
that are not made in strict compliance with the Act’s procedures will be protected. However, this will not
increase the risk of reputational damage to the person the subject of the disclosure because, in addition to the
safeguards outlined above, a misdirected disclosure will only be protected if:
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it is made to a body to which public interest disclosures can be made under the Act (but is not the
appropriate body according to the Act’s procedures); and
the discloser honestly believed that the body was an appropriate body to receive the disclosure (i.e. the
discloser did not intentionally make the disclosure to an inappropriate body).
These safeguards limit the potential for reputational damage arising from a misdirected disclosure. In my
view, any limitation of the right by this amendment is justified in light of the purposes of ensuring people who
try in good faith to report serious public sector wrongdoing in accordance with the Act receive the Act’s
protection. In addition, any limitation of the right is balanced against the right to freedom of expression by
providing further support to a person who disclose inappropriate conduct.
Clause 21
The Bill protects ‘external disclosures’ about improper conduct or detrimental action in limited circumstances.
This could include a disclosure to a journalist. An external disclosure has the potential to cause reputational
damage to an individual the subject of the disclosure. However, in addition to the safeguards described above,
an external disclosure will only be protected in the following limited circumstances:
the person making the external disclosure has already made a public interest disclosure of substantially
the same information in accordance with the Act (and did not make that disclosure anonymously);
the person was notified that their original disclosure was determined to be a public interest complaint;
either:
the person was not notified by the IBAC, the Victorian Inspectorate or the IBAC Committee about
any action taken in response to the original disclosure within 6 months of that notification; or
the investigation of the original disclosure was not completed within 12 months after the
notification; and
the person has contacted the IBAC, the Victorian Inspectorate or the IBAC Committee (as appropriate)
requesting advice on the progress of the original disclosure and has not received a response within
30 days.
These safeguards limit the potential for reputational damage arising from an external disclosure. In particular,
the requirement that the same information must already have been disclosed in accordance with the Act and
found to be a public interest disclosure, and that the integrity system must have failed to adequately respond
to the disclosure, significantly limits the risk of reputational damage.
In my opinion, any limitation of the right to reputation arising from this amendment in the limited
circumstances specified is reasonable in light of the purpose of ensuring that serious public sector wrongdoing
can be addressed when the ordinary system has failed to respond.
Permitting information sharing with law enforcement and integrity agencies
The Bill permits the Victorian Inspectorate, Chief Municipal Inspector, Racing Integrity Commissioner and
Information Commissioner to share information about a public interest disclosure with law enforcement and
integrity agencies including Victoria Police, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Australian Federal
Police, interstate police forces and the Commission for Children and Young People.
Allowing these agencies to share information may limit the right of privacy of a person involved in a public
interest complaint. However, any limitation is:
not arbitrary, as it will be prescribed by law; and
justified by the purpose of the amendment, which is to ensure that criminal conduct and other serious
wrongdoing that is reported through a public interest disclosure can be dealt with appropriately.
Right to freedom of expression
Section 15 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to freedom of expression which includes
the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds. Section 15 also provides that
special duties and responsibilities attach to this right, and that lawful restrictions may be necessary to respect
personal rights and reputations, and to protect public safety, order, health or morality.
The Bill protects the right to freedom of expression by repealing section 72 of the Act, which strictly
prohibited any person from disclosing certain information about a public interest disclosure. The Bill instead
includes this information in the list of specified matters in relation to which an investigating entity may issue
a confidentiality notice, where required to prevent prejudice to the investigation or a person’s safety,
reputation or fair trial.
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The Bill also broadens the range of exceptions to confidentiality obligations imposed under the Act or by way
of a confidentiality notice issued by an investigating entity.
However, a number of clauses in the Bill engage the right to freedom of expression by imposing
confidentiality obligations on individuals:
clause 30 provides that, except in limited circumstances, a person to whom the IBAC Committee
provides information about an assessable disclosure must keep confidential specified information about
the disclosures;
divisions 7, 9, 10 and 11 of Part 2 of the Bill limit the extent to which the IBAC Committee, CMI, IC
and RIC can disclose information relating to a public interest complaint; and
proposed new sections 223BJ of the Local Government Act 1989, 37T of the Racing Act 1958 and 61TJ
of the Freedom of Information Act 1982 permit the CMI, RIC and IC to issue confidentiality notices
(consistent with the powers of the existing investigating entities—IBAC, the Ombudsman and the
Victorian Inspectorate).
These limitations on freedom of expression are necessary to safeguard the confidentiality of information to
which these persons may be privy arising from their involvement in the making or investigation of disclosures,
or the performance of their duties and functions, and the exercise of their powers.
This ensures that reputations are not unfairly damaged (and therefore helps promote the right to privacy and
reputation in section 14 of the Charter), protects the identities of disclosers, and protects the integrity of
investigations into public interest complaints.
Right to liberty and security of person
Section 21 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to liberty and security. The Bill protects this
right by including safeguards in provisions that carry the risk of endangering a person’s safety. Specifically:
clause 24 clarifies a manager’s ability to take action to ensure the safety of the workplace when a public
interest disclosure has been made;
clause 55 provides that IBAC may only refer a public interest complaint to a new investigating entity
where IBAC considers that the referral would not increase the risk to any person’s health, safety or
welfare;
the Bill provides investigating entities with power to issue confidentiality notices over information that
would be likely to prejudice a person’s safety (new section 223BJ(2)(b) of the Local Government
Act 1989; new section 37Q(2)(b) of the Racing Act 1968; new section 61TG(2)(b) of the Freedom of
Information Act 1982); and
new investigating entities are prevented from disclosing information that would put a person’s safety at
risk, consistent with the safeguards in the existing investigating entities’ legislation (new section 223BJ
of the Local Government Act 1989, new section 37T of the Racing Act 1968; new section 61TJ of the
Freedom of Information Act 1982).
Integrity and accountability reforms
Right to privacy and reputation
Clause 111 and clause 127
The Bill amends the IBAC Act to provide that, in response to a power exercised under a search warrant or a
witness summons, or during an examination, the Crown cannot assert any privilege, such as legal professional
privilege or public interest immunity, and any secrecy obligations on public officers do not apply. This
engages the right to privacy and reputation in section 13, as it may require persons to disclose information
they would not otherwise be required to disclose. I consider that the limitation is lawful and not arbitrary, as
it will be prescribed by law. In addition, any limitation on the right is reasonable and justifiable, given:
a search warrant can only be issued where it is necessary for the purposes of the investigation;
IBAC can only disclose the information it obtains in the course of an investigation in limited
circumstances, such as for the performance of its legislative duties, or for the purposes of proceedings
for an offence, with unauthorised disclosure subject to a penalty of 120 penalty units or 12 months
imprisonment or both;
IBAC can issue confidentiality notices if it considers that disclosure of restricted matters would be likely
to prejudice an investigation, the reputation of a person, or the fair trial of a person who may be charged
with an offence;
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the purpose of the amendment is to prevent public officers from using privilege and secrecy provisions
to avoid disclosing wrongdoing, and therefore enhances IBAC’s ability to hold public officers and public
bodies accountable; and
the amendment does not affect a person’s right against self-incrimination (which is already affected by
section 144 of the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Act 2011).
This limits the type of information that can be obtained, and the circumstances in which it can be disclosed,
so any risk to the right to reputation is appropriately limited.
Clause 120 and 121
The Bill promotes the right to privacy and reputation in section 13 by narrowing the circumstances in which
IBAC can hold public examinations, and by increasing the safeguards that protect the interests of an individual
during the course of a public examination.
Currently, a public examination may be held if it is in the public interest and it will not cause unreasonable
damage to a person’s reputation, safety or wellbeing. The Bill further limits the circumstances in which a
public examination may be held, by allowing a public examination only if it involves conduct that is serious
or systemic corrupt conduct, or serious or systemic police personnel misconduct. This increases the
protections for the right to privacy and reputation for individuals who are involved in IBAC investigations.
Public examinations carry a greater threat to the right to privacy and reputation than other forms of
investigation. I consider any remaining limitation to the right to be reasonable, as the Bill introduces further
safeguards to mitigate this risk by:
enabling a person to apply to IBAC:
for leave to cross-examine a witness;
for permission to appear before IBAC as an interested person; and
to have a public examination partly closed; and
strengthening the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight of public examinations by providing the Victorian
Inspectorate with more time to consider IBAC’s reasons for the decision to hold a public examination
prior to holding the examination.
These safeguards enshrine IBAC’s obligation to uphold procedural fairness by allowing a person to defend
or contribute to any statements made about them, or to have particularly sensitive matters closed to the public,
and they ensure that there is adequate oversight of public examinations to ensure they are used appropriately.
I consider these amendments ensure IBAC has adequate powers to operate effectively and efficiently without
unreasonably interfering with an individual’s right to privacy and reputation.
Clauses 144, 145 and clause 163
The Bill inserts a new requirement for the Information Commissioner and the Ombudsman to make an audio
or visual recording of an examination involving the exercise of coercive powers. The recordings must be
provided to the Victorian Inspectorate for review. This amendment limits the right to privacy and reputation
of that individual. However, in my opinion any limitation of the rights are reasonable, and justified by the
purpose of the amendment, to enable the Victorian Inspectorate to have oversight of the exercise of coercive
powers by the Information Commissioner and the Ombudsman. In addition, the requirement to record
compulsory examinations helps to promote procedural fairness by having an accurate record of the
examination that can be used in any future proceedings, and is consistent with the oversight provisions of
other integrity and accountability bodies.
To protect and promote the privacy interests of individuals, the Bill requires that audio or video recordings
provided by an entity for review by the Victorian Inspectorate must be returned to that body, or destroyed,
once considered no longer necessary for the purpose of reviewing the material. This reduces the risk that the
information might be used or disclosed for non-authorised purposes.
Clause 146
The Public Interest Monitor Act 2011 contains an offence for a person who is or was a Public Interest Monitor,
or a person who assists or assisted a Public Interest Monitor, to disclose information that they have obtained
through their role. The Bill creates an additional exception to the offence, to permit information to be disclosed
to the Victorian Inspectorate where it will assist in the performance of its duty to inspect, audit and report on
relevant records held by the Public Interest Monitor, to ensure it is complying with prescribed obligations.
This limits the right to privacy and may be a greater risk to reputational damage. I consider any limitation of
the rights arising from this amendment are:
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reasonable given the risks to reputational damage are limited, as the Victorian Inspectorate is subject to
confidentiality obligations; and
justified by the purpose of the amendment, which is to promote compliance of the Public Interest
Monitor with its statutory obligations.
Rights in criminal proceedings
Section 25 of the Charter provides that a person charged with a criminal offence has the right to be presumed
innocent until proved guilty according to law. It also provides that a person is entitled, without discrimination,
to a number of minimum guarantees, including that a person must be properly informed of the nature and
reason for a charge, must have adequate time to prepare a defence and communicate with a lawyer or advisor,
and must be tried in person and be able to defend themselves.
Clauses 116 and 130
The Bill allows IBAC to defer a decision to investigate, refer or dismiss a complaint or notification, if another
body or person is investigating the complaint or notification, the subject matter of the complaint or notification
is relevant to the performance of the duties and functions of that body or person, and it is appropriate for that
body or person to continue its investigation. For example, IBAC may defer a decision with regards to a
complaint that involves criminal conduct which is already being investigated by Victoria Police. Although an
IBAC investigation into a complaint is distinguishable from a criminal trial, deferring a decision in relation
to a complaint could be seen to engage the right to be tried without unreasonable delay. To the extent that this
right may apply, I consider any limitation on the right to be justified, as:
the purpose is to allow IBAC to defer an investigation to let a more appropriate body investigate the
matter before taking any action;
the matter can only be deferred for up to 90 days, or when the investigation is completed, whichever is
sooner, which ensures that a deferral is time limited;
IBAC can require the investigating person or body to provide information regarding the investigation
and any action taken in respect of the investigation, to enable IBAC to maintain its oversight role; and
IBAC may notify a complainant that the matter has been deferred, so that they may be made aware that
the matter is being addressed.
If a complaint has been deferred, and IBAC has notified the complainant, IBAC must also notify the
complainant that it is an offence to disclose the content of the notification. The offence will be subject to a
penalty of 60 penalty units or 6 months imprisonment or both. The confidentiality obligation limits the right
to freedom of expression in section 15 of the Charter, which provides that every person has the right to impart
information and ideas of all kinds. I consider any limitation of this right is a lawful restriction as permitted
under section 15(3) of the Charter, as it is reasonably necessary to ensure that information relating to the
deferral of the complaint that may inhibit or negatively impact IBAC or the investigating body, or the
investigation into the complaint, is not disclosed.
In my opinion, the penalty for disclosing the content of the notification is reasonable, given it must be
sufficiently high to deter people from ignoring the confidentiality requirement, and the person will be
informed in writing that they must not disclose the information. In addition, it is consistent with other penalties
under the IBAC Act for disclosing confidential information.
Right to recognition and equality before the law
Section 8 of the Charter provides that every person has the right to recognition as a person before law and the
right to enjoy their human rights without discrimination. In addition, it provides that every person is equal
before the law, and is entitled to protection without discrimination. The right requires a person to be protected
from discrimination, and provides that measures taken to assist or advance a person who is disadvantaged
because of discrimination do not constitute discrimination.
Clause 138—new section 43A inserted
The Bill provides that the Victorian Inspectorate may refuse to consider a complaint unless it is made in
writing, or if it is not made in writing the complainant must provide a written statement confirming the details
of the complaint. This requirement engages the right to equality before the law, as it may inhibit people with
accessibility requirements, such as a person with vision impairment, from making a valid complaint to the
Victorian Inspectorate.
I consider any limitation on the right to equal and effective protection against discrimination to be reasonable,
given the purpose of the amendment is to ensure it is clear to the Victorian Inspectorate that a complaint is
being made, and to give clarity as to the content of the complaint. To advance the interests of people with
accessibility requirements, the Victorian Inspectorate is able to develop processes, such as providing a ‘talk
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to text’ service, to ensure people with accessibility requirements are able to make their complaint in writing.
This is consistent with practices of other bodies that require complaints to be made in writing.
Ombudsman Act reforms
The reforms to the Ombudsman Act will actively promote the protection of rights under the Charter by
expanding the Ombudsman’s power to consider Charter issues in enquires or investigations into
administrative action. The Bill permits the Ombudsman to enquire into and investigate whether an authority
gave proper consideration to a human right set out in the Charter in the process of making a decision. This
builds on the Ombudsman’s existing function of enquiring into or investigating whether an administrative
action by an authority is incompatible with any of the human rights set out in the Charter. This will clarify the
Ombudsman’s role in relation to the Charter and encourage administrative decision makers to consider human
rights.
The amendments to the Ombudsman Act promote and limit the human rights set out in the Charter in the
following way.
Right to privacy and reputation
Expanding the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction
The Bill expands the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction to include publicly funded bodies. This will increase the
number of people who are subject to the Ombudsman’s coercive powers. The Bill does not create or increase
the coercive powers, it merely expands the scope of people to whom the powers apply. The use of coercive
powers in an investigation, such as compelling a person to disclose personal information about themselves or
another person, or to produce a document or thing, may limit the right to privacy and reputation in section 13
of the Charter. However, I consider any limitation of the rights is reasonable and justifiable, given:
the coercive powers are only applied in restricted circumstances:
when necessary to enable the Ombudsman to effectively gather information to perform functions
under the Ombudsman Act; and
to enhance accountability and integrity of bodies that are performing public services;
a person cannot be compelled to provide documents or give evidence that they could not be compelled
to give in a proceeding before a court, including information that is self-incriminating; and
the risk to a person’s reputation is limited, given the Ombudsman can only disclose information in
limited circumstances.
In my opinion any limitation on rights imposed by the exercise of coercive powers is necessary to enable the
Ombudsman to effectively obtain information and fulfil her functions.
In addition, the amendment aligns with the definition of a ‘public authority’ under the Charter in accordance
with recommendation 24 of the 2015 Review of the Charter, which provided that ‘[t]he Ombudsman
Act 1973 (Vic) make clear that the Ombudsman can consider human rights issues relating to the
administrative actions of all public authorities under the Charter, except police and protective services
officers’.
Clause 163
The Bill amends the Ombudsman Act to allow children aged between 10 and 16 years old to provide
information on a voluntary basis to the Ombudsman or to voluntarily appear in an investigation during an
enquiry. As children aged between 10 and 16 years old might be less aware of the consequences of appearing
in an investigation by the Ombudsman, allowing them to contribute to investigations has the potential to
impact the right to privacy and reputation of both the child and of other persons. In my opinion, any limitation
is reasonable and justified as it allows children to play a role in holding public services to account where it
affects their interests, while providing safeguards to promote the child’s right under section 17(2) to such
protection as is in his or her best interests. I consider the amendments appropriately safeguard the best interest
of the child by:
requiring the Ombudsman to advise the child how the information may be used;
providing that any answer, information or evidence obtained from the child during the voluntary
appearance is not admissible in evidence against the child; and
requiring a child to be accompanied by a parent, guardian or independent person.
The Bill provides that, when a parent or guardian is not available or not appropriate to accompany a child in
a voluntary appearance, a child must to be accompanied by an independent person. An independent person is
defined as a person nominated by or acceptable to the child—or if no person is nominated by or acceptable
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to the child, a person chosen by the Ombudsman who is not involved in the subject matter of the enquiry or
investigation, and where practicable is:
involved in the care or supervision of the child; and
of the same gender as the child, or of the gender that the child identifies as being.
Any limitation of the right to equality by the requirement that the Ombudsman choose a person the same
gender as the child is justified on the basis that this is intended to promote the best interests of the child. The
intention is to ensure the child is comfortable and adequately supported by the independent person. In
addition, the Ombudsman will only have to choose an independent person in limited circumstances, where
one has not been nominated by the child.
The legislation currently requires people aged 16 and 17 to be accompanied by a parent, guardian or
independent person when appearing before the Ombudsman. The Bill does not displace these protections, but
provides a consistent definition of ‘independent person’ for the purposes of appearances before the
Ombudsman by children, as outlined above.
Limiting the additional protections to children aged 10 to 16 years of age may limit the right not to be
discriminated against on the basis of age. However, this limitation is justified, as it recognises the vulnerability
of children and ensures that their best interests are paramount. The Bill’s staged approach to safeguards
reflects the increased vulnerability of younger children participating in an Ombudsman investigation.
The Bill also simplifies the drafting of the Ombudsman Act by setting out the Ombudsman’s existing
investigation powers in the Act, rather than importing them from repealed provisions of the Evidence
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1958. This includes providing that statutory or common law confidentiality
obligations do not apply to prevent the disclosure of information, documents or things to the Ombudsman for
the purposes of an investigation or a witness summons under the Ombudsman Act. This provision is not
intended to abrogate legal professional privilege.
Allowing the Ombudsman to access confidential information may engage the right to privacy. However, any
interference with the right to privacy is compatible with the Charter because any disclosure of information
will be lawful and not arbitrary, given:
the Ombudsman’s power to access confidential information will be limited by the Ombudsman’s
jurisdiction to investigate maladministration by, and public interest complaints about, public sector
authorities;
the power is necessary to facilitate the efficient and convenient access to information necessary for the
Ombudsman’s investigations;
the Ombudsman Act provides a clear process under which the powers can be exercised (e.g. by issuing
a witness summonses);
a person is able to seek legal advice and be represented by a legal practitioner in relation to their rights,
liabilities, obligations and privileges under the Ombudsman Act; and
the Ombudsman can only disclose information obtained in the course of her official duties and functions
in limited circumstances.
Clause 170 and others
The Bill provides the Ombudsman with greater information sharing powers, to ensure the Ombudsman can
work collaboratively with the public sector to resolve complaints. The new provisions will:
allow the Ombudsman to share information with specified integrity and law enforcement bodies, where
it is relevant and appropriate; and
require the Ombudsman to refer certain matters to other bodies for assessment, where it would be more
appropriate for the matter to be dealt with by that body.
Allowing the Ombudsman to disclose or provide information to other authorities engages section 13 of the
Charter, as it limits the privacy of a person involved in matters being considered by the Ombudsman, and
may increase the risk of reputational damage by increasing the number of people who have access to
potentially damaging information.
In my opinion any limitation is justified because:
the instances in which the information can be referred are limited (as set out in the paragraph above); and
the limitation is balanced against the purpose of the amendments to help to ensure public grievances are
dealt with effectively, by making relevant information available to help the person or body perform
their duties.
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In addition, the limitation of the right to privacy is minimised due to restrictions on when information can be
shared. For example, a person must consent to the sharing of any personal information.
Rights in criminal proceedings
Clause 163
The Bill simplifies the drafting of the Ombudsman Act by setting out the Ombudsman’s investigation powers
in the Act rather than importing them from repealed provisions of the Evidence (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1958. The Bill provides offences, which mirror existing offences, for failing to comply with a witness
summons or failing to take an oath, make an affirmation, or answer a question when required by the
Ombudsman, without a reasonable excuse.
These offences engage the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty in section 25, as a person is guilty
of an offence unless they can provide a reasonable excuse for committing the offence. I consider that the
reasonable excuse exception does not limit the right, as the legal burden of proof is not shifted to the accused.
Instead, the accused can point to evidence of a reasonable excuse, and the prosecution has the burden of
proving the absence of the reasonable excuse.
In addition, I consider that the Bill promotes the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty, and the
right to be informed in detail of the nature and reason for the charge, as it provides clarification as to the type
of conduct that might constitute a reasonable excuse. This means a person is more likely to understand the
reasons in which they might fail to comply with the provisions without committing an offence, thereby
helping them to comply with the law and to provide a defence if they are prosecuted for the offence.
Recognition and equality before the law
Clause 163
The Bill promotes the right to recognition and equality before the law in section 8 of the Charter, by ensuring
persons who might be more vulnerable to being disadvantaged in the investigation process have support to assist
them to participate fully, and to understand any potential consequences of their actions, by requiring that:
a competent interpreter is provided if it becomes apparent that the person appearing does not have
sufficient knowledge of English to understand and answer questions;
a parent, guardian or independent person to be present if the person appearing is under 18 years old;
an independent support person be present if the presiding officer believes the person appearing has a
mental impairment, or has received medical evidence that the person has a mental impairment; and
the Ombudsman consider a request to allow a chosen support person to be present during the appearance,
to provide emotional support to the person appearing.
Conclusion
I consider that the Bill is compatible with the Charter because, to the extent that some provisions may limit
human rights, those limitations are reasonable and demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.
Gavin Jennings MLC
Special Minister of State

Second reading
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:42): I move:
That the second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.

Motion agreed to.
Mr JENNINGS: I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Incorporated speech as follows:
The Integrity and Accountability Legislation Amendment (Public Interest Disclosures, Oversight and
Independence) Bill 2018 was introduced into Parliament on 6 February 2018 and passed by the Legislative
Assembly on 8 March 2018. However, the Bill lapsed in the Legislative Council when Parliament was
prorogued before the election.
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The Bill has now been reintroduced into Parliament with minor and technical updates to the commencement
and transitional provisions, consistent with the Government’s ongoing commitment to public sector integrity
and accountability. No changes have been made to the substantive provisions of the Bill.
The Bill amends the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Act 2011 (IBAC Act), Victorian
Inspectorate Act 2011 (VI Act), Public Interest Monitor Act 2012, Ombudsman Act 1973 (Ombudsman
Act), Victoria Police Act 2013, the Protected Disclosure Act 2012 (Protected Disclosure Act), the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 and other related legislation.
This is an extensive Bill that makes significant changes to Victoria’s public sector integrity and accountability
regime, building on the improvements delivered by the Integrity and Accountability Legislation Amendment
(A Stronger System) Act 2016 (Stronger System Act).
The Bill gives effect to the seven principles guiding the Government’s integrity and accountability reforms,
as follows:
Accountability: the Bill promotes responsibility for the actions and decisions of public officials and bodies
by encouraging people to report wrongdoing, and ensuring serious wrongdoing is effectively investigated.
Independence: the Bill strengthens the roles of key integrity bodies and supports the investigation of serious
wrongdoing by investigating entities who are independent from government influence and control.
Effectiveness: the Bill ensures that each integrity body has appropriate and proportionate powers that
allow them to achieve their objectives within the system. The Bill also makes the process of disclosure,
notification, assessment and investigation more streamlined and effective.
Transparency: the Bill provides clear and transparent guidance on how complaints are to be treated by the
public sector and integrity bodies, and how integrity bodies are overseen by the Victorian Inspectorate.
Collaboration: the Bill will allow integrity bodies to collaborate more effectively with each other and
with the public sector.
Cohesion: the Bill resolves discrepancies between integrity bodies’ jurisdictions and improves referral
mechanisms, which will prevent the duplication efforts between bodies and will help to ensure matters
are resolved in a timely, efficient manner.
Fairness: the Bill provides additional safeguards to protect the rights, safety and welfare of people who
are involved in an integrity body’s investigation, to ensure that people are treated fairly and equally.
The Bill also acquits commitments that the Government made during its previous term to resolve
jurisdictional issues between key integrity bodies and evaluate the Protected Disclosure Act, and builds on
the reforms delivered by the Government’s Stronger System Act to acquit the Government’s commitment to
provide Victoria with a robust and effective integrity and accountability system.
Finally, the Bill implements recommendations made by the IBAC Committee and Accountability and
Oversight Committee of Parliament and addresses recommendation 18 of the Victorian Equal Opportunity
and Human Rights Commission’s 2015 report on sex discrimination and sexual harassment in Victoria Police.
I now turn to the Bill.
Amendments to the IBAC Act
IBAC is Victoria’s principal anti-corruption agency. IBAC is responsible for preventing, exposing and
investigating corrupt conduct by public bodies and public officers and misconduct by Victoria police
personnel.
As part of its broad review of the integrity and accountability system, the Government explored opportunities
for reform to ensure that IBAC has the tools it needs to perform its corruption fighting role, while maintaining
appropriate safeguards to protect the rights and long-term interests of the people IBAC interacts with. The
key reforms in the Bill that relate to IBAC will:
improve IBAC’s public examination function and enshrine key procedural fairness safeguards in
legislation to better protect the rights of individuals;
increase the effectiveness of IBAC’s fact-finding powers by preventing the Crown from claiming
privileges in relation to all public officers and overriding all public officers’ statutory secrecy
obligations; and
improve IBAC’s complaints handling by allowing IBAC to defer a decision to investigate, dismiss or
refer particular complaints or notifications.
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Improving IBAC’s public examination function
Public examinations are a key investigative tool to allow IBAC to fulfil its primary function of exposing
public sector corruption. The Government, through the Stronger System Act, made key improvements to
IBAC by lowering the investigation threshold to make it easier for IBAC to investigate corrupt conduct.
Following those reforms, the Government conducted extensive public consultation on the broader integrity
and accountability system, including IBAC’s public examination function.
The views on public examinations were diverse. However, what was abundantly clear was the need to strike
an appropriate balance between the extraordinary powers of IBAC, IBAC’s power to conduct public
examinations and the greater potential for an IBAC investigation to unreasonably harm a person’s reputation.
IBAC can currently hold a public examination if there are exceptional circumstances, it is in the public interest
to hold a public examination, and a public examination would not cause unreasonable damage to a person’s
reputation, safety or wellbeing.
The Bill will add an additional requirement to better protect the rights and welfare of individuals. When
deciding whether to hold a public examination, the Bill will require IBAC to consider on reasonable grounds
that the conduct to be investigated is serious or systemic corrupt conduct or serious or systemic police
personnel misconduct.
The effect of this amendment is to reserve IBAC’s public examinations for the most serious investigations of
major public importance, particularly in light of IBAC’s improved ability to pursue all corrupt conduct as a
result of the Stronger System Act. This reform strikes the appropriate balance between allowing IBAC to
expose corruption through public examinations while protecting a person’s rights and long-term interests. It
is also consistent with the requirement for IBAC to prioritise investigation and exposure of serious or systemic
corrupt conduct.
The Bill will also include legislative safeguards in relation to IBAC’s public examinations to allow:
a person to apply to IBAC for leave to cross-examine a witness;
an interested person to apply to appear at a public examination before IBAC; and
a person to apply to IBAC to have a public examination partly closed.
These reforms complement the existing common law requirement for IBAC to act in accordance with the
principles of procedural fairness. IBAC will continue to exercise a broad discretion to regulate its
own proceedings.
Further, the Bill will strengthen the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight of IBAC’s power to hold a public
examination by requiring IBAC to provide the Victorian Inspectorate with reasons for deciding to hold a
public examination 10 business days, rather than 7 days, before a public examination is to be held. This reform
implements the IBAC Committee’s 2016 Report recommendation to ensure that the Victorian Inspectorate
has sufficient time to oversee IBAC’s decision to hold a public examination.
Increasing the effectiveness of IBAC’s fact-finding powers
Privileges (including legal professional privilege and public interest immunity) and other secrecy obligations
can prevent IBAC from gathering evidence when it is investigating public sector corruption. Currently, the
Crown cannot claim any privilege in relation to Victoria Police personnel and only the secrecy obligations
that apply to Victoria Police personnel are overridden.
The Bill will allow IBAC to override all public officers’ (not just Victoria Police personnel) statutory secrecy
obligations and abrogate the Crown’s privileges in relation to all public officers. This will strengthen IBAC’s
fact-finding powers and improve the efficacy of IBAC’s investigations.
Improving IBAC’s ability to deal with complaints and notifications
The Bill will allow IBAC to defer its decision to investigate, dismiss or refer a complaint or notification (other
than a public interest disclosure complaint) if IBAC considers that:
the complaint or notification is being investigated by a specified person or body (e.g. the Chief
Commissioner of Police);
the subject matter of the complaint or notification is relevant to the performance of the duties and
functions or the exercise of powers of that person or body; and
it is more appropriate for that person or body to investigate the complaint or notification and it is
otherwise appropriate for the person or body to continue its investigation.
IBAC will only be able to defer its decision for the duration of the person or body’s investigation, or for
90 days after IBAC receives the complaint or notification, whichever occurs first.
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This reform implements the IBAC Committee’s 2016 Report recommendation to give IBAC greater
flexibility to deal with complaints, but only in circumstances when it is appropriate to do so (e.g. complaints
involving criminal conduct that Victoria Police is already investigating).
Amendments to the VI Act
The Bill amends the VI Act to:
clarify the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight of coercive examinations by the IBAC, Ombudsman,
Auditor-General, the Chief Examiner and the Information Commissioner; and
introduce a requirement that complaints to the Victorian Inspectorate be made in writing, unless the
Victorian Inspectorate determines, that the complaint may be made otherwise than in writing in the form
of a written statement.
The Victorian Inspectorate was established to provide oversight of other integrity, accountability or
investigatory bodies such as IBAC, Ombudsman, Auditor-General and the Chief Examiner and to ensure
compliance by such bodies with their relevant legislative regimes.
The Bill clarifies the nature of the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight in relation to recordings and transcripts
provided by IBAC, Ombudsman, Auditor-General and the Chief Examiner. It requires these bodies to provide
the Victorian Inspectorate with transcripts and recordings of any coercive examinations and a written report
three days after the issue of a notice to produce or attend.
Clarification of the oversight of IBAC
The Bill clarifies that IBAC is required to include in its report to the Victorian Inspectorate:
the reasons for not informing a witness of the nature of the matters the witness is to be questioned about;
and
if IBAC has issued an ‘immediate appearance summons’, the reasons why IBAC has abridged a notice
period.
This will promote greater transparency of IBAC processes, enhance the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight
and implement the IBAC Committee Report’s recommendation.
Clarification of the oversight of the Information Commissioner
There is currently no requirement in the Freedom of Information Act 1982 or the Privacy and Data Protection
Act 2014 for attendances to be audio or video recorded. As such, the Bill requires the Information
Commissioner to ensure that an examination is audio or video recorded. This requirement is consistent with
the other integrity, accountability or investigatory bodies.
The Bill also requires the Information Commissioner to provide the Victorian Inspectorate with transcripts
and recordings of any coercive examinations and a written report three days after the issue of a notice to
produce or attend.
Amendments to the Parliamentary Committee Act 2003
Establishment of an Integrity and Oversight Committee
Parliamentary oversight of the integrity and oversight bodies is fragmented, with responsibility distributed
across the IBAC Committee, the Accountability and Oversight Committee and the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC). The Bill streamlines the Parliamentary oversight of the integrity and
accountability system by merging the IBAC Committee and the Accountability and Oversight Committee
and renaming that merged committee the Integrity and Oversight Committee.
PAEC will continue to oversee matters relating to the Auditor-General’s functions (e.g. audit priorities, annual
estimates) as this is consistent with its current role of investigating and reporting to Parliament on matters
related to the financial management of the State.
Consolidating the IBAC Committee and the Accountability and Oversight Committee will:
create a specialist committee with expertise on IBAC, Ombudsman, Information Commissioner and the
Victorian Inspectorate, which will allow the Committee to bring a more holistic approach to oversight
of the integrity system;
create clearer lines of accountability to Parliament;
allow for more efficient parliamentary oversight, and help to avoid double handling of matters and
fragmentation of oversight responsibilities; and
ensure that workloads between committees are better distributed.
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The Integrity and Oversight Committee will have the same functions of the IBAC Committee and
Accountability and Oversight Committee. There will be no loss of coverage of the issues considered by these
two committees.
Providing IBAC, Ombudsman and the Victorian Inspectorate with greater budget independence
This Bill will amend the budget processes of the IBAC Commissioner, Ombudsman and Victorian Inspector
to require:
the Ombudsman’s, IBAC’s and the Victorian Inspectorate’s draft budgets to be determined in
consultation with the Integrity and Oversight Committee;
the Ombudsman, IBAC and the Victorian Inspectorate to prepare an annual plan to be considered in
conjunction with the draft budget by the Integrity and Oversight Committee; and
the Ombudsman’s, IBAC’s and Victorian Inspectorate’s annual appropriations to be specified in the
Parliament Appropriation Bill.
These reforms aim to strengthen the independence of these bodies in a manner that accords with their status
as “independent officers of Parliament”.
The Ombudsman, IBAC and the Victorian Inspectorate will no longer appear under the Department of
Premier and Cabinet’s annual appropriation. They will be vested with full responsibility for the financial
management and financial services that support their annual appropriation allocation. The reforms will
strengthen their relationship with Parliament and bring their budget processes in line with other independent
officers of Parliament, namely the Auditor-General and the Parliamentary Budget Officer.
The Bill will also require the Integrity and Oversight Committee to appoint an independent performance
auditor to conduct a performance audit of the Ombudsman, IBAC and Victorian Inspectorate at least every
four years. This reform will establish an effective performance monitoring regime to improve the overall
performance of the bodies. The performance audit will identify areas of strength and improvement to
maximise the utilisation of taxpayers’ funds and further increase and promote the accountability of these
offices. This reform will commence on 1 July 2020. Delayed commencement is required to align with the
beginning of the financial year and to allow the integrity agencies to undertake the necessary preparatory work
to acquit their new financial responsibilities.
Amendments to the Public Interest Monitor Act 2012
The Principal Public Interest Monitor and Deputy Public Interest Monitors (Public Interest Monitors) play a
key role in protecting the public interest by testing the content and sufficiency of applications by law
enforcement and integrity agencies for the use of telephone intercepts and other covert and coercive powers.
The Bill will amend the Public Interest Monitor Act 2012 to clarify that a Public Interest Monitor or a person
assisting a Public Interest Monitor may disclose confidential information to the Victorian Inspectorate in
accordance with the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight functions and to a lawyer for the purpose of obtaining
legal advice.
Amendments to the Ombudsman Act
The Ombudsman is a key part of the Victorian integrity system and plays an essential role in resolving
complaints about the public sector.
The Ombudsman investigates maladministration by, and public interest complaints about, public sector
authorities. This can include investigating individuals’ complaints about their interaction with government
and ‘own motion’ investigations into systemic issues, leading to reports and recommendations for change.
The Ombudsman also investigates corrupt conduct complaints on referral from IBAC.
The Ombudsman’s legislation has not undergone a significant review since its enactment in 1973. While the
Ombudsman has acquired new functions in response to the changing role of government and increasing
demand for accountability in public administration, some elements of the legislation have not kept pace with
changes to the public sector.
Concerns about the Ombudsman Act have been raised by integrity bodies, community groups and members
of the public in response to a discussion paper released by the Government in 2016, as well as by the
Accountability and Oversight Committee in various reports and in the 2015 review of the Charter for Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (Charter).
The Bill addresses these concerns by introducing reforms to modernise and clarify the Ombudsman’s
legislation. The key reforms in the Bill are:
clarifying the objectives of the Ombudsman Act;
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providing the Ombudsman with clear jurisdiction over complaints about publicly funded services, in
alignment with IBAC’s jurisdiction and the coverage of the Charter;
providing the Ombudsman with modern functions to help the Ombudsman resolve complaints and
promote improved public administration, including an alternative dispute resolution function and the
ability to review complaints handling practices and procedures across the public sector;
allowing people aged 10–16 to provide information to the Ombudsman on a voluntary basis, subject to
appropriate safeguards;
allowing the Ombudsman greater flexibility to refer complaints, share information and collaborate with
the public sector; and
modernising and clarifying the provisions that establish the Ombudsman’s investigation powers.
Clarifying the objectives of the Ombudsman Act
The Bill clarifies that the objectives of the Ombudsman Act are to:
provide for the identification, investigation and exposure of maladministration, and assist in the
prevention of maladministration;
assist with the identification, investigation, exposure and prevention of improper conduct and corrupt
conduct;
provide a timely, efficient, effective, flexible and independent means of resolving complaints about
administrative actions of authorities;
assist in improving the quality of authorities’ administrative and complaints handling practices and
procedures; and
facilitate the education of the Victorian community and the public sector about matters related to the
Ombudsman’s functions.
The reforms in the Bill are aimed at ensuring the Ombudsman Act operates effectively and achieves
these objectives.
Providing the Ombudsman with jurisdiction over complaints about publicly funded services
The Bill gives the Ombudsman clear jurisdiction over bodies performing public functions on behalf of the
State, including bodies that receive public funding, in line with the IBAC Act (as amended by the Bill) and
the coverage of the Charter.
An effective integrity and accountability system must oversee all government services, including those
delivered by the private sector on behalf of government.
Providing the Ombudsman with modern functions
The Bill provides the Ombudsman with two new functions, to help the Ombudsman resolve complaints and
promote improved public administration:
allowing the Ombudsman to attempt to resolve complaints (other than public interest complaints and
complaints about corrupt conduct) through mediation or conciliation; and
allowing the Ombudsman to review the complaints handling practices and procedures of authorities.
Participation in alternative dispute resolution will be voluntary for all parties.
The complaints handling practices and procedures review function will help the Ombudsman to identify
systemic issues in complaints handling and proactively improve public administration in Victoria. Following
a review, the Ombudsman will have the ability to make recommendations and provide education or other
assistance to help authorities improve their complaints handling practices and procedures.
Allowing people aged 10 to 16 to provide information to the Ombudsman
People under the age of 16 can make complaints to the Ombudsman. However, currently, the Ombudsman
Act prevents a young person from providing additional information after the complaint is made, even on a
voluntary basis. This makes it difficult for the Ombudsman to investigate young people’s complaints.
The Bill allows people aged 10–16 to provide information to the Ombudsman on a voluntary basis, subject
to a range of safeguards in recognition of the special and vulnerable status of children.
Providing the Ombudsman with greater flexibility to refer matters, share information and collaborate with the
public sector
The Bill broadens the Ombudsman’s powers to refer matters to other public sector bodies for investigation.
Importantly, the Bill ensures that the Ombudsman can refer matters that are made to the Ombudsman in error
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and fall outside the Ombudsman’s jurisdiction. The Bill also allows the Ombudsman to refer matters to the
body the subject of the complaint for resolution where appropriate.
The Bill allows the Ombudsman to share information with bodies to which the Ombudsman has referred a
matter, and with authorities to help them improve their administrative practices and procedures. Finally, the
Bill allows the Ombudsman to share personal information with an authority with the person’s consent.
These changes will allow the Ombudsman to collaborate with the public sector in resolving complaints and
improving the standards of public administration in Victoria.
Modernising the Ombudsman’s investigation powers
The Ombudsman’s investigation powers include summoning documents and people, taking evidence on oath
or affirmation and entering and inspecting premises. Currently, some of the Ombudsman’s powers are
provided under a repealed part of the Evidence (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1958. To make the
Ombudsman Act more accessible and transparent, the proposed Bill inserts new provisions providing the
Ombudsman’s powers in the Ombudsman Act, without substantially changing the scope or operation of the
powers. The Bill also updates the service requirements for confidentiality notices, witness summonses and
other documents under the Ombudsman Act.
Amendments to the Protected Disclosure Act
An effective system to protect and support people who disclose public sector wrongdoing is essential to public
sector integrity and accountability. Such a system encourages people to come forward with information about
corruption and other malpractice that, by its nature, would otherwise remain hidden.
The Protected Disclosure Act is intended to:
encourage people to disclose public sector wrongdoing;
protect people who disclose wrongdoing from penalties and reprisal; and
provide confidentiality protections in relation to the subject matter of disclosures and the identities of
people who make disclosures.
Since its introduction, a range of bodies have raised concerns that the Act is complex and overly prescriptive,
and may actually deter people from making disclosures in some cases. Many of these concerns were noted in
the IBAC Committee’s 2017 report, Improving Victoria’s whistleblowing regime: a review of the Protected
Disclosure Act 2012 (Vic) (2017 report). The Bill addresses these concerns and brings the Act closer into
line with Australian and international best practice standards, including by:
making the Protected Disclosure Act more accessible;
making it easier to make a disclosure and receive the Act’s protections, by protecting more disclosures
and simplifying the procedures for making a disclosure;
broadening the range of independent, expert bodies that investigate disclosures; and
better supporting people who make disclosures, witnesses and others involved in the system.
Making the Protected Disclosure Act more accessible
The Bill changes the title of the Protected Disclosure Act to the Public Interest Disclosures Act 2012, in
recognition of the important role that these disclosures play in ensuring the highest standards of public sector
conduct. The Bill moves away from the use of the term “whistleblower”, which has widely recognised
pejorative connotations.
The Bill also adopts the more accessible terminology of ‘public interest disclosure’ and ‘public interest
complaint’ to describe disclosures and complaints that are protected by the Protected Disclosure Act,
consistent with every other Australian jurisdiction and with best practice standards.
Protecting more disclosures about serious wrongdoing
The Bill expands the range of ‘improper conduct’ that a person can disclose under the Protected Disclosure
Act to capture all serious wrongdoing, provides for disclosures about improper conduct by a broader range of
public officers and bodies, and protects disclosures to persons and bodies outside the integrity and
accountability system in limited circumstances.
Expanding the range of ‘improper conduct’ that can be reported under the Protected Disclosure Act
The Protected Disclosure Act protects disclosures about ‘improper conduct’ by public sector bodies and officials.
The definition of ‘improper conduct’ has been widely criticised for being too narrow and for being complex
and difficult for an ordinary person to apply.
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The Bill broadens the types of improper conduct that a person can disclose in a public interest disclosure and
simplifies the definition by:
removing the complex and prohibitive general threshold that, to be improper conduct, wrongdoing must
constitute a criminal offence or grounds for dismissal;
more clearly setting out the categories of improper conduct in the Protected Disclosure Act; and
including in the definition of improper conduct all serious professional misconduct and criminal conduct
committed in an official capacity (instead of only corruption-related criminal offences and misconduct).
The effect of the Bill will be that a person can make a public interest disclosure about a broader range of
serious public sector wrongdoing, including corrupt conduct, criminal conduct, serious professional
misconduct, substantial mismanagement of public resources, and conduct involving a substantial risk to a
person or the environment. Less serious or trivial complaints will be excluded, to ensure that the Act’s
protections only apply in appropriate circumstances.
The Bill also balances the broader definition of improper conduct by allowing a person to opt out of the Act’s
protections within a reasonable time after making a disclosure, and allowing IBAC, with the discloser’s
consent, to determine that a matter would be better dealt with outside of the public interest disclosure system.
Protecting disclosures about Public Interest Monitors, the Victorian Inspector and Inspectorate
The Bill amends the Protected Disclosure Act to allow a person to make a public interest disclosure about
improper conduct by a Public Interest Monitor to the Victorian Inspectorate. The Inspectorate will assess and,
where appropriate, investigate these disclosures.
The Bill also creates pathways for the making and investigation of public interest disclosures about improper
conduct by the Victorian Inspector and Inspectorate officers. A person will be able to make a disclosure about
the Victorian Inspector or Inspectorate officers to the Integrity and Oversight Committee of Parliament or to
the Presiding Officers of Parliament.
The Integrity and Oversight Committee will play a ‘clearing house’ role in relation to public interest
disclosures about the Victorian Inspector and Inspectorate officers—similar to the role that IBAC plays for
most other public interest disclosures. When a Presiding Officer receives a disclosure that may be a public
interest disclosure, they will be required to notify the matter to the Integrity and Oversight Committee for
assessment. The Integrity and Oversight Committee will assess whether a disclosure that is made or notified
to the Committee is a public interest disclosure and, if it is, engage an independent person to investigate.
Following their investigation, the independent person will report to the Integrity and Oversight Committee,
the responsible Minister and, if the disclosure is about an Inspectorate officer, the Victorian Inspector.
Protecting ‘external disclosures’ about improper conduct in limited circumstances
The Bill protects a person who discloses improper conduct to a body or person outside of the Victorian
integrity system (e.g. a journalist) in limited circumstances. This will bring the Act into line with Australian
and international best practice standards.
The Bill will extend the Act’s protections against liability, detrimental action and defamation action to a
person who discloses improper conduct to any person or body where the person has previously made a public
interest complaint in accordance with the Act and the integrity system has failed to respond to that complaint.
Currently, a person who makes a disclosure in these circumstances (e.g. a person who complains to their local
Member of Parliament that their disclosure has not been investigated after 12 months) could be subject to
civil or criminal penalties, disciplinary action or defamation action for making that complaint.
It is appropriate to only protect a person in relation to an external disclosure in limited circumstances, given
the risk that a disclosure to a body or person outside of the integrity system could damage a person’s rights or
reputation, or compromise an integrity body’s investigation.
Simplifying procedures
The Bill simplifies and clarifies the key steps that a disclosure must work through to receive the Act’s protections.
Making it easier to make a disclosure
Part 2 of the Protected Disclosure Act sets out the procedures that a person must follow when making a
disclosure to receive the Act’s protections. The Bill replaces the whole of Part 2 to provide more and simpler
pathways for making a disclosure under the Act. The new Part 2 takes a flexible, ‘no wrong door’ approach,
helping to ensure that genuine disclosures are identified and assessed under the Act rather than excluded
because of non-compliance with complex procedures.
New Part 2 includes provisions allowing more disclosures to be made to the Ombudsman and the Victorian
Inspectorate. It is still intended that IBAC will be the primary receiving entity for public interest disclosures.

BILLS
Wednesday, 6 February 2019

Legislative Council

However, the Bill permits a broader range of disclosures to be made to the Ombudsman and Victorian
Inspectorate to provide as many pathways as possible for a person to disclose improper conduct.
The effect of these reforms will be that more disclosures make their way into the system and are notified to
the correct body for assessment, referral and investigation. These reforms address criticism that the Act’s
prescriptive disclosure procedures frustrate and deter people who may wish to report improper conduct.
Clarifying when disclosures must be notified for assessment
The Bill clarifies that a body need only refer a disclosure to IBAC, the Victorian Inspectorate or the Integrity
and Oversight Committee (as appropriate) for assessment under the Protected Disclosure Act if it appears to
involve improper conduct or detrimental action taken in reprisal for making a public interest disclosure. This
will simplify the process for notifying disclosures for assessment.
This will particularly assist the Chief Commissioner of Police in determining when to notify complaints by
police personnel about other police personnel for assessment under the Act. Previously, the Act required the
Chief Commissioner of Police to notify any police-on-police misconduct complaint to IBAC for assessment.
This has caused significant delay and prevented Victoria Police from dealing effectively with complaints,
many of which did not relate to improper conduct or detrimental action (e.g. complaints that concerned
isolated or less serious workplace issues). The changes in the Bill will allow the Chief Commissioner to deal
with these less serious complaints under normal police misconduct processes.
Broadening the range of investigating entities
Ensuring that complaints about public sector improper conduct are independently and impartially investigated
by expert integrity bodies encourages people to report wrongdoing, ensures that wrongdoing is exposed and
adequately addressed, and increases public confidence in the integrity and accountability system.
Currently, public interest complaints can be investigated by IBAC, the Ombudsman, the Victorian
Inspectorate and Victoria Police. The Bill expands this range of bodies to allow appropriate public interest
complaints to be investigated by the Chief Municipal Inspector, the Victorian Information Commissioner and
the Racing Integrity Commissioner. This reform will help to ensure that complaints are efficiently and
effectively investigated by the most appropriate integrity body.
Better supporting disclosers
Simplifying confidentiality obligations and ensuring confidentiality obligations do not prevent a person from
seeking support
The Protected Disclosure Act imposes strict confidentiality obligations on disclosers and people who receive
disclosures. The confidentiality obligations are intended to protect disclosers’ identities, individuals’ rights
and reputations, and the integrity of any investigation. However, the obligations are complex, overlapping
and overly restrictive, with inconsistent exceptions.
The Bill streamlines and clarifies confidentiality obligations under the Protected Disclosure Act and related
Acts by:
removing a blanket prohibition on the disclosure of procedural advice about the progress of a disclosure
under the Act (e.g. the fact that a disclosure has been notified to IBAC for assessment);
providing investigating entities with flexibility to prohibit disclosure of procedural advice where
appropriate (as is already the case for more substantial information about the subject matter of the
disclosure); and
providing clear and consistent exceptions to confidentiality obligations under the Act and related Acts.
The Bill also provides exceptions to confidentiality notices to allow disclosers and others involved in a
disclosure to share confidential information for the purpose of:
seeking support from medical practitioners, confidential employee assistance programs and trade unions;
making a workers’ compensation claim to WorkSafe Victoria; and
making an application to the Fair Work Commission and related legal proceedings
The Bill also allows receiving entities to provide confidential information to these people and bodies, with
the discloser’s consent, to help support the discloser.
Providing clear, consistent rules around disclosing confidential information will better support disclosers and
others involved in a disclosure under the Protected Disclosure Act (e.g. witnesses), while still protecting
disclosers, individuals’ rights and reputations, and any investigation.
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Protecting a discloser against legal costs awards when seeking compensation under the Act
A discloser can seek compensation under section 47 of the Protected Disclosure Act for injury, loss or damage
suffered in reprisal for having made a public interest disclosure. However, the risk of having legal costs
awarded against them if their clam were unsuccessful may deter people from seeking compensation for
detrimental action or from making a disclosure in the first place.
To ensure that people are not deterred from reporting improper conduct by the risk of having legal costs
awarded against them, the Bill provides that, where a discloser seeks damages from a person who has taken
detrimental action against them under section 47, the discloser will not pay costs unless:
the discloser’s claim was vexatious; or
the discloser did not conduct the litigation reasonably.
This reform implements recommendation 17 of the IBAC Committee’s 2017 report.
Conclusion
This Bill significantly improves the integrity, oversight and whistleblower protection system in Victoria.
The Bill improves IBAC’s public examination function by requiring IBAC to consider whether corrupt
conduct is serious or systemic before it holds a public examination, and providing additional safeguards. This
reform will better protect the rights and welfare of individuals while preserving the use of public examinations
for matters of major public importance.
Additionally, the Bill clarifies and enhances the Victorian Inspectorate’s oversight functions and
parliamentary oversight of the integrity and accountability system. The improvements made will promote
greater compliance and understanding of processes by integrity bodies and the public of the oversight
framework.
The Bill also significantly improves the legislation that governs the Victorian Ombudsman, who plays an
essential role in raising the standards of our public administration and supporting our community by providing
an accessible and effective avenue for complaints about government services. The Bill provides the
Ombudsman with modern functions that will facilitate collaboration with the public sector and empower the
Ombudsman to resolve complaints efficiently, flexibly and effectively.
The Bill makes it easier to report wrongdoing in the public sector and better supports people who do so. It is
essential to public sector integrity that people who are aware of wrongdoing feel safe and supported in coming
forward with information, and know that their complaint will be effectively and impartially investigated. This
Bill recognises that people who report wrongdoing often serve the public interest ahead of their own interests.
The reforms in the Bill will help to ensure those people are supported and have their voices heard.
The Bill represents a big step forward in providing Victoria with a robust and effective public sector integrity
and accountability system.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (09:42): On behalf of my colleague Mr O’Donohue,
I move:
That the debate on this bill be adjourned for one week.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned for one week.
Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Judicial Entitlements Act 2015—Attorney-General’s recommendation statement to the 2018 Own Motion
Recommendation Report of the Judicial Entitlements Panel, pursuant to section 34 of the Act.
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978—Summary of Primary Returns—January 2019 and
Summary of Variations notified between 24 September 2018 and 4 February 2019 (Ordered to be published).
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes—
Banyule Planning Scheme—Amendment C151.
Bayside Planning Scheme—Amendment C153.
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Greater Geelong Planning Scheme—Amendment C376 (Part 1).
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme—Amendment C116 (Part 1).
Melbourne Planning Scheme—Amendment C348.
Mitchell Planning Scheme—Amendment C120.
Monash Planning Scheme—Amendment C129 (Part 2).
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendment C157.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rules Nos. 2 and 3.

Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr DAVIS having given notice:
The PRESIDENT: Have we got a copy of that? Can I please have a look at that? Mr Davis, I have
a concern about this particular notice. There are clear precedents that it is unparliamentary to refer to
an individual member of the Parliament, in this chamber or the other chamber, as a liar. I have been in
opposition before and I have moved similar motions, with a level of—I cannot think of the word
without using an unparliamentary term—taking much licence, which have been struck out before. So
I am going to take this particular notice and look at it, and I will get back to you later today as to
whether I will strike it out or not.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (09:48): I move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday, 19 February 2019.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
BLACK SATURDAY
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (09:48): It is raw. It is still really raw. Tomorrow,
7 February, marks a decade since the tragic Black Saturday bushfires where 173 people lost their lives
and over 400 people were injured. My family lost friends, my children lost mates and still to this day
the emotional and post-traumatic stress is felt right through the district, where sadly we are regularly
still losing a Victorian who has taken their life as a result of the Black Saturday bushfires. The firestorm
destroyed over 1800 homes and burnt more than 400 000 hectares of regional Victoria’s landscape.
Beyond the 173 deaths, 120 of them caused by a single firestorm, the fires destroyed over 2000 houses,
more than 3500 structures and damaged thousands more. Many towns north of Melbourne like
Kinglake, Marysville, Narbethong, Strathewen and Flowerdale were all but completely destroyed.
Houses in Steels Creek, Humevale, Clonbinane, Wandong, St Andrews, Callignee, Taggerty and
Koornalla were also severely destroyed or badly damaged. My family and I lost friends. My children
farewelled their mates. I pay tribute to the people who have helped and continue to help as a result of
that—the emergency services, the volunteers, the churches, the communities, the groups who got
together, those who donated and the carers that are still providing care and services to many still
dealing with the tragedy of 7 February 2009.
President, as I continue my remarks, could I request, through you, that when the house deals with the
motion this afternoon it finds time to pause for a moment to remember those who are lost and those
who are affected.
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DONCARE
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (09:50): I rise today to speak about an organisation called
Doncare. Doncare is a not-for-profit community-based organisation that has operated in the
Manningham community and will be turning 50 this year. Doncare provides counselling for families
and children in crisis, as well as prevention, support and recovery services, arising from family
violence. It also provides financial and practical support.
Since 2004 Doncare has progressively increased its services for women experiencing family violence
where previously no programs existed. In 2016 there were 19 067 people in low-income households
living in the Manningham local government area. Between 72 and 99 per cent of those people who
own their own homes and are living in Doncaster, Doncaster East, Park Orchards, Wonga Park and
Templestowe often live in poverty; 56 per cent of clients accessing Doncare’s information and
emergency relief program are between 40 and 64 years of age; 20 per cent are sole parents; and 71 per
cent are female. Similar statistics are reflected across other Doncare program areas as well. As is
evident, Doncare provides critical support to many women in the Manningham area as well as
surrounding suburbs, and I would like to acknowledge the important work that Doncare does in the
community in providing such vital programs to support women and children who are the survivors of
family violence.
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I think with members statements we should give people respect. It is
one of the set pieces where people are allowed to read and try to get a lot into what they are trying to
say, so I would appreciate it if the chamber could withhold fire at least during members statements.
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION CITIZENSHIP CEREMONIES
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (09:52): I am pleased to rise today to welcome the newest
members of our community who became citizens of Australia on this Australia Day. It was one of my
first official roles as an MP to attend a number of citizenship ceremonies in my electorate. It was
refreshing to meet and hear the enthusiasm, hope and pride of our newest Australians. These are people
who have chosen our country as their own. I am pleased to report that there were record turnouts of
people becoming citizens at the Knox, Manningham and Whitehorse events I attended. An elderly
couple were 88 years of age. The youngest was just four. They are proud new Australians, and I
welcome them.
DR STANLEY JOHN MENZIES, OAM
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (09:53): I rise to congratulate Dr Stanley John Menzies,
affectionately known as Bob, who is a 40-year resident of my town, Camperdown, and who on
Australia Day received a well-deserved Order of Australia Medal for his service to the communities
of Western Victoria.
Born in Terang, John completed his medical degree at Melbourne University and then worked as a
junior doctor in the navy before founding the Robinson Street Medical Centre, where he has worked
since 1978 and is currently the principal general practitioner. During this time he has not only delivered
up to 110 babies a year but also contributed to the education bank at Melbourne, Monash, Deakin and
Flinders universities. He has been a member of several community organisations, including the
Camperdown and District Historical Society, Corangamite Arts, the Dry Stone Walls Association of
Australia and the Robert Burns committee.
Dr Menzies is a dedicated teacher and mentor of junior doctors and medical students and has been
involved in all the major initiatives in rural medical education over the past three decades. Dr Menzies
has undoubtedly contributed significantly to the communities in Western Victoria, and he is more than
a worthy recipient of this recognition.
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CONVERSION THERAPY
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (09:54): I rise to congratulate the Andrews Labor
government on its move to make the practice of conversion therapy against the law. Conversion
therapy is any practice or treatment that seeks to change, suppress or eliminate an individual’s sexual
orientation or gender identity. This is a cruel practice that perpetuates a dangerous ideal—that
somehow LGBTI people are sick and need to be cured. This ban will end a practice that has caused so
much hurt and trauma to too many Victorians. Evidence shows that individuals subject to conversion
therapy experience long-term physiological ramifications and serious mental health issues.
With this knowledge, I am glad the government has also given in-principle support to funding
counselling and support services for survivors, tailored to their specific needs. This is just one of many
steps this government has taken to support the LGBTI community in Victoria, including a $15 million
investment toward Australia’s first Pride Centre. This government also delivered long-awaited
adoption equality legislation and made a historic apology to Victorians convicted for homosexual acts.
Victorians should be able to celebrate who they are with pride. We should never allow any type of
bigotry or discrimination against members of our society. I praise the Andrews Labor government on
its unwavering socially progressive agenda and its support for Victoria’s LGBTI communities.
GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (09:56): Victorians are right to be concerned
that Labor is planning to double state debt, given its history of cost blowouts and mismanagement. We
have seen a billion-dollar blowout in the cost of the West Gate Tunnel and $1.2 billion wasted to rip
up the east–west link contract. In the first week of this Parliament we are again seeing evidence of
Labor’s inability to appropriately manage and plan projects with the release of the Parliamentary
Budget Office’s assessment of election costings, which went through individual commitments made
by parties and assessed the cost that was attributed to them. In relation to two major projects announced
by Labor in the lead-up to the election, while the duplication of the Cranbourne rail line between
Dandenong and Cranbourne was costed by Labor at $757 million, the PBO has in fact indicated that
the cost will be more than $1 billion, which is some $250 million more than the cost assessed—a full
30 per cent blowout. Likewise with the Hurstbridge line upgrade, which Labor claimed will cost
$530 million; the PBO has in fact said the cost will be nearly $700 million, which is an extra
$168 million, or a 31 per cent increase.
We are seeing through the PBO process that there are very clear indications that commitments made
by Labor are unaffordable and are poorly costed, and with a doubling of debt we are going to see a
dramatic deterioration in the state’s financial position as a result of Labor’s recklessness.
AIIA MAASARWE
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (09:57): It is with an increasingly familiar sense of anger, frustration
and grief that I rise today to talk about Aiia Maasarwe, a young woman who was, as so many women
in Victoria and around Australia have been before her, in the process of trying to live her life and enjoy
her experiences here in Australia as a student, as a friend, as a colleague and as a family member when
she was brutally murdered earlier this year.
What makes me profoundly angry and frustrated is not just the ongoing violence against women,
which so often and too often results in a loss of life and which so often and too often results in a loss
of life in the family home, where women should feel safe and are entitled to feel safe, but also that
after this brutal incident there were claims made by Senator Derryn Hinch in relation to the nature of
the crimes that had been committed, the detail of the crimes that had been committed, which turned
out to be entirely false and which turned out to have a devastating and traumatic effect not just on
Aiia’s family and friends but on the way in which the entire community responded.
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As elected representatives it is incumbent upon us to take into consideration not just the power of our
words but the importance of accuracy. I hope that Senator Hinch has an opportunity to reconsider how
he approaches— (Time expired)
AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (09:59): I would like to acknowledge this year’s recipients
of the Australia Day honours and in particular the joint Australians of the Year, Dr Richard Harris and
Dr Craig Challen. Their selfless actions in participating in such a significant way in saving the
12 stranded Thai boys from a flooded cave was inspiring and nothing but extraordinary. Like many
across the globe who were watching the events unfold on live TV, I could not but be moved by what
had transpired. If ever there were worthy recipients for our highest award, it would be these two men,
who have it in spades. They still remain humble about their achievements, and I think we would all
agree that that only adds to them being such worthy recipients.
Congratulations to them and all other recipients, particularly to those within my region of Southern
Metropolitan Region. All should be very proud of what they have achieved and of the recognition that
such an award gives. I cannot name everyone, but I would like to particularly recognise a number of
wonderful women who have been recognised this year: Helen Parker for her work with the Babes
Project in supporting vulnerable young mothers; Felicity Frederico for her support to the community
and the work she has done to encourage female participation in sport and her work with glass
ceilings—something I was very pleased to support—Lyn Swinburne, founder of the Breast Cancer
Network Australia and her work with the Pink Lady Field of Women; and Chrissie Foster for her
tireless work to address child abuse.
I think it is also important to note that all of the recipients were recognised for what they had done in
one way or another. They were recognised for their actions and not because of their gender. Let us
hope this is the way it will stay and quotas will not be applied. After all, this year’s awards saw a record
number of women being recognised and also becoming joint recipients of the highest order because
of their extraordinary actions.
HON. GORDON SCHOLES
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (10:00): I rise today to reflect on the life of Gordon Scholes, a man whose life was devoted
to longstanding service to his community and to the Australian Labor Party. Gordon Scholes died in
December 2018 at the age of 87. He represented the federal electorate of Corio for a continuous
26 years before his retirement in 1993. Gordon began his contribution to public life with the Geelong
Trades and Labour Council, then as a Geelong city councillor, before standing for federal Parliament.
During his long parliamentary career Gordon was the Speaker of the House of Representatives during
the tumultuous period of the 1975 constitutional crisis and then a minister in the Hawke government
from 1983 to 1987, first overseeing defence and then territories.
Most importantly Gordon was a dedicated local member. At no stage did he lose touch with his
working-class roots. His family tradition was to work for the Victorian railways and to be an active
member of the Australian Federated Union of Locomotive Employees. Gordon carried that tradition
several steps further. As a member of Parliament he worked tirelessly for the Geelong region and its
people, and he played a pivotal role in the establishment of Deakin University in Geelong. Gordon
Scholes was an astute, clever man—great attributes in political life—and on a personal level he was
genuine and humble, with a very clear sense of right and wrong. He remained tough and determined,
assets during his formative years in the 1950s and 60s, a time when politics was not for the faint-hearted.
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In the words of a former member for Geelong, Ian Trezise:
I don’t think there’s been any politicians in Geelong more respected, more revered and who achieved more
than Gordon Scholes.

Vale, Gordon Scholes.
DR HUGH WIRTH
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:02): I want to today note the
life of Dr Hugh Wirth, 1939 to 2018. People will know that a service was held in the last few days and
that Dr Hugh Wirth was an individual who dedicated his life to animals. I quote from some of the
material that was at his memorial service:
He felt—and constantly reminded us—that animals matter, and that we must do everything we can to protect
them and promote their welfare. He held us to account on this, both as individuals and as a community.
Dr Hugh began his lifelong association with RSPCA Victoria in 1949 when he became a junior member at
the age of 10. He joined the board as a young vet in 1969 and was elected President in 1972, serving in that
role for a remarkable 43 years. He was also President of RSPCA Australia for 22 years. In all, he gave almost
50 years of service to the RSPCA in Australia. He led us through some very challenging times and through it
all he remained the same—tenacious, resilient, determined and famously forthright.

And all those who listened to him on 3LO over the years will know his forthright nature. His clinic, of
course, was just up the road from where I live, and many in the community knew him. It goes on:
He achieved many things for animal welfare, both in Australia and globally. He was the first non-European
President of World Animal Protection and spent 30 years as the resident vet—

as I said, on 3LO in Melbourne, while continuing his Balwyn surgery.
It is I think important to put on record the contribution of Victorians of this standing.
JEAN MCLEAN, AM
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (10:04): I would like to pay tribute to Jean McLean, AM,
who received an award in the general division of the Order of Australia. Jean resides in the Southern
Metropolitan Region. Jean was a member of the Legislative Council as a member for the province of
Boronia from 1985 to 1992 and as a member for Melbourne West from 1992 to 1999.
In addition to being a formidable woman within the Parliament, I would like to draw the attention of
the Council to her work both before and after her parliamentary career—a lifelong commitment to
tackling the unjust, fighting for the rights of ordinary people and working to build movements for
social change.
Jean is rightly revered as a woman who took matters into her own hands, leading other women to stand
up against war. She was the driving force of the Save Our Sons movement, which campaigned from
1965 to 1973 to end conscription and Australia’s participation in the Vietnam War. She was jailed for
this activism in her indomitable pursuit of what was right and what was fair. This only strengthened
her resolve and served to galvanise the community against this unjust war. This was the power of
people working together to effect change.
As an active member of the labour movement, Jean immersed herself in a range of international causes,
including those of West Papua and East Timor. She stood up and worked in the movement to support
East Timorese in their struggle for independence. Despite the Indonesian blockade and the Australian
government working against East Timorese, she worked to champion support for the independence of
East Timor, receiving the Order of Timor-Leste from their President in 2016.
Jean is an outstanding woman, an outstanding Victorian and someone who fights for a better society.
Social movements are made—

BILLS
144

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 6 February 2019

The PRESIDENT: Thank you—
Ms TAYLOR: and galvanised by people with such conviction, and I pay tribute—
The PRESIDENT: Can I say before we move to the next item that people used to call me a
stickler in the last term of Parliament. I used to call members statements 90-second statements,
where you keep to 90 seconds, and I would prefer it if people could do that in the future. But I do
respect that today there were some tributes to individuals, particularly from Mr Ondarchie, Mr Davis
and Ms Tierney. Maybe we can have a discussion in the future about maybe flagging if someone
wants to extend in those particular circumstances. We can have a conversation in the future, but I
really want people to stick to the times of all our items if we can do that.
Bills
SPENT CONVICTIONS BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (10:07): I lay on the table a statement of compatibility with
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I
make this statement of compatibility with respect to the Spent Convictions Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the Spent Convictions Bill 2019, as introduced to the Legislative Council, is compatible with
human rights as set out in the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The main purposes of the Spent Convictions Bill 2019 are to:
•

Provide that certain convictions are considered to be spent automatically after a specified waiting
period if the convicted person is not convicted of a subsequent offence; and

•

Enable a convicted person to apply for other convictions to be declared spent in certain
circumstances if the person is not convicted of a subsequent offence; and

•

Provide that spent convictions do not form part of the person’s criminal history; and

•

Prevent certain disclosures of information relating to spent convictions.

Human rights issues
Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant to the bill
The Spent Convictions Bill 2019 does not limit any human right, rather it engages and promotes the right to
equality before the law set out in section 8 of the charter.
Consideration of reasonable limitations—section 7(2)
As the Bill does not limit any human rights, it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the charter.
Conclusion
I consider that the Bill is compatible with the charter because it does not raise any human rights issues.
Fiona Patten, MLC
Leader of the Reason Party

Second reading
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (10:07): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Ryan is an Indigenous man in his 40s from rural Victoria. He became a member of the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) when he was a teenager, helping to keep his community safe from fire, just as his
family has done for generations. For Ryan, it was an important part of his connection to country.
In his teens and early 20s, Ryan was convicted of assault and being drunk and disorderly. He received
a criminal record, but was never imprisoned.
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At age 27, Ryan applied for a job with the CFA, who were advertising for Indigenous applicants. It
had been more than five years since Ryan’s last conviction. In the interim Ryan had been to university
and had won two international sports titles. He saw himself as a totally different person. ‘[When the
convictions happened] I was a drinker, a smoker, a partier, I was single. When I was going for the job,
I didn’t drink, didn’t smoke, didn’t do any of that sort of stuff … and I had a partner and children; my
whole life was different’. Given his skills and experience, Ryan thought he was a good chance. ‘I met
all the selection criteria’, he says. ‘I’ve spent my whole life working in the fields, whether it’s been
fencing, contracting or livestock work. And I’ve been putting out fires since I signed up as a CFA
member when I was 15. There was also a fitness test. I’d also just come back from winning my second
international sports title, so I daresay there would be nobody else in that league of fitness applying’.
Ryan’s application was rejected. It was CFA policy that an applicant who had been found guilty of an
offence would not usually be accepted. Despite leading a very different life to the one he had led as a
youngster, that rejection was one of several for Ryan at that time as a result of his criminal history. ‘I
couldn’t get a job anywhere. I couldn’t get work in my own town, my own cooperative’, he says. ‘It’s
very depressing, especially when you tried and tried to do everything right and try to better yourself;
to get shut down like that is a big blow’.
Ryan is a pseudonym, and I thank the Woor-Dungin criminal record discrimination project for this
example, which I have abbreviated in my retelling.
Sadly, Ryan’s experience is far from unique. Juvenile mistakes continue to hamper the employment
prospects of now mature and responsible Victorians—which is why every single other state and
territory in Australia has introduced a spent convictions scheme.
Convictions are ‘spent’ when they are removed from official records or prevented from disclosure
after a fixed waiting period. A conviction is only spent if a person does not reoffend during the
mandated period.
A spent convictions scheme will limit the ongoing stigma that prevails long after an individual has
been punished. It will encourage offenders to rehabilitate themselves and act as a deterrent from
reoffending. It is inherently linked to employment, which improves health, reduces criminality and
reduces the burden on the state—something that we should be encouraging, not inhibiting.
The current framework in Victoria is failing people like Ryan. We are 33 years behind Queensland,
31 years behind Western Australia, 30 years behind the commonwealth and 29 years behind New
South Wales in legislating for this reform.
The Spent Convictions Bill that I present today draws on the experiences of other Australian
jurisdictions and the recommendations of Liberty Victoria’s rights advocacy project and WoorDungin. The Law Institute of Victoria and Liberty Victoria have contributed to this bill.
Turning to its structure:
Part 1 of the bill sets out its purposes.
Part 2 provides for offences that are automatically spent and those that can be spent only by court
order. Principally, a conviction attracting less than six months imprisonment will be spent
automatically after the relevant waiting period. A sentence of six months or more can only be spent
by court order. This aligns Victoria with the most conservative schemes operating elsewhere in
Australia.
Part 3 provides for the effects of a conviction becoming spent. It creates offences for the unlawful
disclosure of spent convictions and prohibits prospective employers from requiring their disclosure.
Part 4 provides an exclusion for court purposes, with the intention that a full criminal history, including
any spent convictions, be received by a sentencing court.
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Part 5 sets out powers to make regulations, including an ability to prescribe offences to which the spent
convictions scheme will not apply—for example, serious sexual offences.
Schedule 1 of the Spent Convictions Bill 2019 fixes the waiting periods after which an offence can be
spent, being five years for a summary offence, 10 years for an indictable offence, three years for an
offence committed by a child, unless that is a minor childhood offence, which will be spent immediately.
This sensible and pragmatic reform is long overdue in Victoria. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (10:14): I move:
That debate be adjourned for two weeks.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned for two weeks.
Production of documents
GOVERNMENT BRIEFING BOOKS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:14): I move:
That, in accordance with standing order 11.01, this house requires the Leader of the Government to table in
the Council by Tuesday, 5 March 2019, copies of the government briefing books provided to incoming
ministers by the departmental secretaries and the Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet
following the 24 November 2018 state election.

This is actually a very simple motion. It is a motion that says the so-called ‘red books’ which were
provided to the successful party that was elected—the party that actually is now in government and
pursuing part or all of the matters laid out in the incoming briefs—be provided to the chamber. This
has happened in the past in other jurisdictions, including in Canberra, and it would be of great interest
to the community. It would be a matter of community significance, noting that these are the briefs that
are actually being used to lay out some of the government’s agenda going forward.
It is, I think, an important motion and a good time to put on the record the powers of the chamber,
particularly for new members. I will be brief on this. For those who wish to look, there is a very useful
legal piece of advice that was obtained by the chamber during the 2006–10 Parliament, provided to
the then President of the chamber, Bob Smith, concerning the powers of the chamber to call for
documents and people. It lays out very squarely that many of the powers and indeed requests for these
sorts of documents fit squarely within the ability of the chamber to request documents.
This is an important motion. I think it will provide more transparency. It is the case that this motion is
fundamentally about this government and its pursuit of its agenda. Obviously it had a particular set of
election commitments which were looked at closely by the bureaucracy, and the Department of
Premier and Cabinet oversighted the preparation of alternate briefs that would have been made
available. On 24 November last year the Labor Party was successful at that election and those briefs
were provided to the Labor Party at the time of the incoming government.
I think it is also important to put on the record that the Parliamentary Budget Office has produced a
set of documents. The coalition’s costings are in those, as are the government’s costings and other
costings. It did point to serious deficiencies in the government’s costings and a much stronger result
for the coalition. We had, of course, significant concerns about the Parliamentary Budget Office, and
those are all on the record, but I make the point that is in alternate source of information for those
seeking information on some of these matters. What the Parliamentary Budget Office information
does not deal with are the proposals and suggestions of the bureaucracy to the government and to
incoming ministers. Those incoming ministers have been presented with risks, concerns and points
that they might adopt as part of their program. They are in the incoming government briefs. They look
forward into the scenarios of what might transpire over four years, and the bureaucracy seeks to, in a
sense, guide ministers and the government as to how it should proceed.
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So this is a very tight motion. It seeks copies of the government briefing books provided to incoming
ministers by the departmental secretaries and the Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
The secretary oversights the process for these incoming briefing books, and this, I think, will provide
the community with a greater understanding of where the government is heading and its particular
agenda. I believe it is in the public interest to provide these documents, and I make a strong point that
these are the actual briefs that are provided to the government and that the government is pursuing; or
indeed in some cases it may have rejected part of that advice, but that would be valuable for us to see
as well.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (10:19): I rise to speak in relation to motion 15 as it relates to the
claim for production of documents in the form set out on the notice paper and addressed by Mr Davis
in his contribution. I do not intend to speak exhaustively on this particular motion. The issues that have
been canvassed around the production of documents have been the subject of extensive debate both in
this place and in other jurisdictions. I would, however, at the outset like to address a number of the
points which Mr Davis raised in his opening remarks and by way of contribution to this debate.
Mr Davis referred to the production of these red books—as they are known and being the advice
provided by the public service for use by the incoming government following the declaration of results
of a general election—as having been something that has been forthcoming and provided in other
jurisdictions such as in Canberra, to paraphrase what Mr Davis asserted. He also relied upon legal
advice which was provided to the chamber during the period of the 2006–10 government as it relates
to general powers of the Parliament to call for documentation to be provided and produced in certain
circumstances.
None of what Mr Davis said in relation to these general remarks is in fact at issue here. What we do
have, however, is a situation where other jurisdictions, including Canberra, are not the Victorian
jurisdiction. In fact there is no such precedent which relates to production of these red books, for a
number of reasons which I will go through for the benefit of the chamber and those who are interested
in the nature of these sorts of motions going forward.
In that period to which Mr Davis has referred as it relates to the legal advice provided to the chamber on
the general powers, I would in fact like to take the probably completely unexpected step of quoting a
former member of this place, Mrs Inga Peulich, who in 2012 referred to the production of documents—
indeed the production of the blue books under the former coalition government—as follows:
On the issue of the refusal to release blue books, first and foremost a blue book is a document properly
classified as an exempt document. It is not subject to FOI. The Premier has made it clear that blue books have
never been made available, nor have the red books for that matter.

That is from 8 February 2012.
In this regard I would like to take the very unusual step of agreeing with Mrs Peulich in relation to the
claims that she made and the position that she outlined. The former member in fact outlined the
precedent as it relates to the operation of these sorts of claims in the Victorian Parliament, and she
referred in that instance to the production of blue books as they related to a similar request for the
production of such documents when Labor was in fact in opposition.
What we see here is on the one hand a claim by Mr Davis that there is jurisdictional precedent to
provide this information but on the other a steadfast refusal by his own now former colleagues to
provide such information upon request by Labor. There are a couple of reasons for this, and I will just
go through them now briefly.
FOI, as former member Peulich correctly points out, does actually contemplate the provision of these
documents and it does in fact make it very clear that they are exempt from production pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act 1982. Because these red books are in fact prepared to brief ministers in
relation to issues which are to be considered and contemplated by the cabinet, there is also the
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attraction of cabinet confidentiality, which is a very discrete category of exemption that relates to the
way in which documents may be protected from a claim of disclosure or production.
It is really important that we do have that level of confidentiality, for a couple of reasons. In the first
instance, confidentiality protects the notion of a frank discussion around the cabinet table as it may
affect decisions taken by a cabinet and thus by a government. It is very clear, if we look back to and
around the Westminster tradition and practices which inform parliamentary procedure and conduct,
that the cabinet acts as a forum in which ministers can discuss their views, options, proposals and
positions with complete freedom. To fetter that freedom is in fact something which contemplates a
course of action that those around the chamber would be horrified to contemplate in the event that it
stymied, limited or fettered any capacity to have discussions which lead to a better collective outcome
in the role and responsibility of government.
The government’s practice is therefore—as Mr Davis would be well aware and as outlined by former
member Peulich—to claim executive privilege over documents that are then subject to cabinet
confidentiality. A claim of that executive privilege based on cabinet confidentiality in fact preserves
that cabinet’s capacity to function effectively, and that is recognised generally and broadly as an
appropriate exception to Parliament’s ability to obtain documents.
Again, when we look to the nature of the Victorian public service, the obligation to provide frank and
fearless advice from within the bureaucracy, from within departments and organisations, to
government is one of those practices which is inherently important to the way in which governments
function. Mr Davis referred in his contribution to the Victorian public service being in a position to
provide advice as it relates—and I am paraphrasing Mr Davis here—to risks, concerns and points that
they, being the government of the day, might adopt. Irrespective of what the collective or individual
views of the parties in this chamber may be on the merit and the value of the contribution of the public
service in discharging those obligations, it is an inherent priority to make sure that the VPS have that
capacity to be frank and fearless and to act in a way which preserves their independence from the
political arm of decision-making as undertaken by government.
I note that in fact on this relatively straightforward documents motion as proposed by Mr Davis and
the opposition the government will not be supporting this motion. It will not be supporting this motion
on the basis of those existing frameworks for exemption under FOI, under executive privilege and
under the lack of precedent that exists within the Victorian jurisdiction and in fact on the basis of the
contributions by former colleagues of Mr Davis in stridently opposing the form of production now
being sought.
I do not intend to take up any further time in relation to this particular motion, and I look forward to
this matter being further discussed and concluded.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (10:27): I rise to speak briefly on this documents motion
this morning. The Greens will be supporting this motion. We are generally supportive of motion such
as these—motions that compel the government to release information that would not otherwise be
made public. As members of the upper chamber of this Parliament a key part of our role is to scrutinise
the government and hold it to account for its actions and decisions, and to do this we also need to
access the information they use and rely on their decision-making.
The motion before us today is for the government to table copies of the government briefing books
given to incoming ministers by departmental secretaries. These are what are known as the red books
or the blue books—the briefings written for the incoming government by senior public servants,
providing advice on the issues and challenges facing us day-to-day and on the government’s priorities
for the next four years. These are expert documents on the state of Victoria produced by
knowledgeable, impartial public servants, and we agree with the opposition that these briefings should
be available for public scrutiny.
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There is precedent for releasing the contents of briefing books. In 2010 the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet and the federal Treasury department released their briefing books to the public,
and Victorians should also be able to benefit from having these documents in the public domain. While
the motion just refers to the briefings provided to incoming ministers, we know that public servants
prepare for any election outcome. This means that there are also blue books that have been prepared,
in the case of a Liberal-Nationals government, and perhaps green books as well. Our system of
government relies on an independent, professional, frank and fearless public service. Their advice is an
essential part of good government, and good government is a transparent and accountable government.
So the Greens wish to move an amendment to this motion to compel the government to release all the
briefing books that have been prepared by the public service for potential incoming governments. If
both sides of this house are serious about government transparency and the scrutiny role of the upper
house, then there is no reason that we should not make public all of those briefing books. The Greens
believe in honesty, integrity and openness in government and call on both sides of this house to show
their commitment to these values too and support this amendment to this documents motion.
The amendment has been prepared, and I am happy for that to be circulated. I move:
That all the words after ‘Tuesday, 5 March 2019,’ be omitted with the view of inserting in their place ‘copies
of the briefing books prepared by the departmental secretaries and the Secretary of the Department of Premier
and Cabinet for the incoming government following the 24 November 2018 state election, including the red,
blue and green briefing books.’.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:30): In brief reply, as I think
Ms Shing pointed out there was not much she actually disagreed with in what I said in the
introductory—
Ms Shing: Except for the motion itself.
Mr DAVIS: Except for the motion itself, but you did not disagree with my summary of the position
of the chamber and its power and the Brett Walker opinion and all of those sorts of things.
Ms Shing: The existence of it.
Mr DAVIS: Well, the whole opinion I referred to.
Ms Shing: No, not the whole thing.
Mr DAVIS: I referred to the whole opinion and said it has got significant powers. The point I
would make is that even if you accepted many of Ms Shing’s points, that would not rule out some of
the documents being put into the public domain. There may well be background documents and
research that has been done by the bureaucracy that is relevant to the position, and in that sense I do
not see why you would reject the whole motion. You might say that this document or that document
has some specific and legitimate objection, but you would not say that every one of the documents
provided to incoming ministers is in toto unable to be provided to the chamber.
Ms Shing: Except that’s what you said when you were in government. That is initially what you
said when you were in government.
Mr DAVIS: I actually did not. In government we actually listened and looked and then said that
we asked the chamber not to insist on the matter, and the chamber did not insist. No-one ever brought
a motion to insist. So it is actually a slightly different point.
Mr Gepp: Are you sure?
Mr DAVIS: Yes. In terms of the amendment by Dr Ratnam, we do not think that this is in the spirit
of this particular motion. We think it is excessively focused on the opposition and other parties, which
have never seen those books or been provided with additional briefings that may have been prepared—
would have been or should have been prepared—by the bureaucracy. It is actually about the
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government and about the government’s agenda—the government that was in fact elected, the
government that was in fact put into power and the government that is in fact pursuing a matter.
Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
ENERGY SUPPLY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (10:33): I move:
That this house:
(1) notes the statement by the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Lily
D’Ambrosio, MP, broadcast on 3AW on 24 January 2019, that ‘we are absolutely confident’ the state’s
power supplies would hold up during hot weather on 24 and 25 January 2019; and
(2) requires the Leader of the Government, in accordance with standing order 11.01, to table by 2.00 p.m.
on Wednesday, 20 February 2019, a copy of all documents provided to the Premier, Treasurer, Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Health or
Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers or their relevant departments during 2018 or 2019, containing
advice, briefing or assessment on Victorian power supplies for January and February 2019, or other
advice on future power supplies relevant to this period from the Australian Energy Market Operator,
energy generators or distributors or any department or agency of the Victorian government.

I am not going to rehearse the powers of the chamber other than to note that this is deeply in the public
interest. The impact of the power outages—the blackouts—on that day were significant and will be
the subject of a future motion later this day. But I think it is sufficient to say that Victorian businesses
and families and vulnerable Victorians were impacted significantly by those outages and that the
community does have a right to see the documents on which the government relied for its blithe
assurances that there were no issues.
We heard the Minister for Small Business in this chamber say that this was a once-off. Well, I am far
from convinced that that is the case. That is another reason that the briefing should be in the public
domain, so that we can actually understand exactly what advice the government is operating on here
and exactly the information on which they are basing decisions for the future of Victorian businesses
and families—and, as I say, vulnerable Victorians.
The minister’s assurances—‘We are absolutely confident’—must have been based on documentary
material that has been provided to that minister. They must have been; it is inconceivable that the minister
does not have documents of that nature which provided that advice. She has either verballed the advice,
if I can put it that way, or she has actually not read it or not understood it, or it may in fact provide
some greater warnings than she perhaps put forward. So let us find out. This is in the public interest.
I am concerned about what will happen through the rest of this month and into March and indeed into
the future, but in this next period I think there is a very legitimate reason for this information to be
provided to the broad community swiftly—hence the 24 February deadline, which is in the next sitting
week. The government has those briefings, they have those documents and they can provide them,
and I ask them in good faith to do so.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (10:36): I rise to speak today in relation to the motion moved by Mr
Davis under item 11 of the notice paper as it relates to a couple of different claims set out in the various
subsections of that motion, and at the outset I would like to indicate that by virtue of the similar subject
matter contained in motion 19 I do not intend to canvass or exhaustively go through the detail of the
substance of the claims set out in subsection (1) and the extract from a broadcast set out in that same
subsection. I propose at this stage to deal substantively with item (2) of that motion, which relates to,
again, a request for production of documents.
This government, as newly constituted, continues the work undertaken by the previous government to
release record numbers of documents as they relate to transactions which are of public interest and
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contain a component of merit in relation to disclosure. This is something that we assiduously worked
to achieve and to maintain in the former government. This is something which the record clearly
indicates is a theme of consistency in being as transparent as we possibly can be. That compares and
contrasts very significantly with the former coalition government, which fought tooth and nail,
including through legal challenge on numerous occasions, to withhold documents which were the
subject of claims for production by the former Labor opposition.
Mr Gepp: Matthew Guy comes to mind.
Ms SHING: It is an interesting interjection from Mr Gepp, as it relates to the former leader of the
coalition and the Liberal Party around his very public position on non-disclosure of documents, when
asked, as they related to planning and other matters.
The nature of production of documents motions, as we have previously contemplated them, does go
back very much to looking at, firstly, what has been produced. Secondly, it goes to the nature of the
government’s ongoing preparedness to consider any requests for production of information, to deal
with such applications or requests on their merits and to do so in good faith and by virtue of that
fundamental principle of disclosure and transparency, wherever practicable, in compliance with the
law and in the public interest.
So we will not be supporting this particular motion as it relates to the substance of the subject matter
in subsection (2). Again there are a number of exclusions there that relate to privilege and to matters
of confidentiality that are protected from disclosure and which are very clearly set out in other statute,
and there may in fact be other categories of advice that are protected—for example, through legal
professional privilege or public interest immunity. Again this catch-all provision in the really broad
way in which this particular subsection has been drafted is something which would appear to embark
upon, let us call it, a dragnet fishing expedition of sorts. We are very used to this in the context of the
way in which documents motions have been previously drafted, and again it is not a principle which
the Andrews Labor government would be prepared to entertain in the way that perhaps those opposite
might like to see happen, akin to a broad civil legal proceedings and discovery process that might in
fact take years and yield nothing of particular interest.
So again we will continue to share with consumers, with the public and with people who are affected
and have been affected by the substance of these rolling outages. In relation to the ongoing certainty
and provision of supply to our market within a national grid as part of a privatised energy market here
as it relates to coal-fired power generation and transmission, in particular in the Latrobe Valley, we
will continue to do that work, but as far as Mr Davis’s motion goes—the way in which it is drafted
and the breadth and scope and contemplation of the classes of documents being sought—we will not
be supporting this motion as proposed in the form today.
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (10:41): I just want to make a very short contribution on
this particular motion. I have got a different perspective to what Mr Davis has put and indeed to Ms
Shing’s response—that is, I actually think that this information is very important for us to consider not
just in the context of particular outages that we have experienced and what may or may not have been
available to the government in respect of those incidents but indeed I think that this information is
really important to us in terms of longer term public policy. There is no doubt in my mind that climate
change is very real. I am not a climate-change denier, and I believe that the belligerence of some people
in denying climate change is just unfathomable given the science but more importantly given some of
the incidents that are happening globally that are without precedent. Therefore as governments we
really do need now to start looking at policies in very different ways. We need to be responding. I do
not care what caused climate change, whether it has been natural disasters like volcanoes and so forth,
or whether it has been man-made, the reality is that the climate is changing. Of course the world’s
climate has changed in its entire existence as a globe, so we should not be surprised about that, but the
real issue is that there are ramifications for climate change.
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As governments it is our responsibility economically, socially and in terms of people’s livelihoods and
particularly their ability to live their lives without some of the very severe impacts of these natural
disasters—whether it be floods from extraordinary rains as we are seeing at the moment in Townsville,
whether it be these massive heat issues that are occurring more frequently, in my view—or the other
implications of climate change. Therefore my view is that governments do need to develop policies
that address those impacts to try and mitigate some of the worst aspects of these incidents.
It is in the government’s interests, in my view, that the debate on these issues be properly informed. I
think one of the ways to have the debate, fully informed, and to have sensible debate, is to have the
sort of information that Mr Davis has asked for, if it exists, made available more broadly to members
of Parliament and to the community so that we can have that sensible debate. Therefore I do support
the motion.
Motion agreed to.
Motions
ENERGY SUPPLY
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (10:44): It gives me a great deal of pleasure—well, I suppose
pleasure is not really the word I should use, but it is part of my responsibilities to my constituents and
to this house—to move:
That this house notes—
(1) that the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio, MP,
made a statement on 24 January 2019, which was broadcast on 3AW, that ‘we are absolutely confident’
the state’s power supplies would hold up during the hot weather on 24 and 25 January 2019;
(2) brownouts and blackouts—that is, cuts to the power supply—occurred on 25 January 2019 despite the
minister’s assurances, and these power cuts negatively impacted on vulnerable Victorians, Victorian
families and Victorian small businesses;
and expresses concern about the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change’s mishandling of
Victoria’s energy supply.

I want to refer specifically to that last paragraph of the motion, where we are expressing concern—
Mr Gepp interjected.
Mr FINN: She is one of yours; she is one of yours. I would be very quiet if I were you; she is one
of yours. I would be embarrassed too, I would have to say. The minister says that we had no problem
with the energy supply, that there was no worries at all. In fact the quote was, ‘We shouldn’t be talking
about blackouts at all’. This is what the minister for energy said: ‘We shouldn’t be talking about
blackouts at all. Blackouts are something that will absolutely not be a feature of today, or a possibility’.
Now that was before hundreds of thousands of Victorians lost their power supply. That was the
minister giving us a categorical assurance that there was no way that we would have power blackouts
in what was, let us face facts, a warm day. It was not a particularly hot day; it was 43 or 44 degrees.
We have had hotter days than that. There was no heat wave. Some media outlets, particularly morning
television, like to tell us it is all a heatwave. If you get beyond 30 these days, it is a heatwave apparently.
I do not want to give away too much about my age, but I remember many years ago getting the school
bus back from Alvie Consolidated School to my home, and that took us an hour back in those days.
Of course we did not have air conditioning on the bus back then. It was so hot that we actually stuck
to the seats, and it was very difficult to get out of the seat when it was time to get off the bus. Those
days were days that were a lot hotter than most of the days that we experience now. The temperatures
that we experienced back then—
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr FINN: Yes, that is right, absolutely.
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Mr Gepp: The records do not agree with you.
Mr FINN: This bloke over here, Mr Gepp! I admire Mr Gepp’s taste in football teams, and I look
forward to enjoying a prolonged period of success at Tigerland with him, but when it comes to
breaking records and all that sort of thing, well, he has got it just a little bit around the wrong way.
Leading up to Australia Day we had the media hysteria telling us—particularly the morning television
which I have the misfortune to view sometimes when I am at the gym—that we had a heat wave
coming. Now the heatwave at that time was comprised of 37 degrees in Adelaide. I remember a few
years back—it would probably be six or seven years ago—in Adelaide they had something like
14 days of 46-plus degrees. I would have thought 37 was pretty calm and moderate by comparison.
Melbourne on that particular day was 23. Down in Hobart they got up to 21. So this dreadful, dreadful
heatwave that the media was so keen on telling us about did not actually exist, but of course that is not
something that would ever worry some sections of the media before they reported certain matters.
But the fact of the matter is that we did have hot days on 24 and 25 January. We did have a hot day,
and we do have hot days. Listen here, Ms Shing, I will give you the drum. Listen carefully; I shall say
this only once, Ms Shing. What happens around about this time of the year every year? We have a
thing called summer, and generally speaking it gets hot in summer. Sometimes it gets very hot. In
recent years it has not been particularly hot. We have not had what I would describe as a hot summer
for probably close to a decade. We have had some relatively cool summers in fact. Those who like to
holiday down on the west coast—for example, down on the Surf Coast—would be demanding their
money back in recent years because the weather has just not been up to what you would like it to be
when visiting the beach. The fact of the matter is that people were going down in their caravans and
so forth—and I have had some experience of that in years gone by—and the weather was well under
30. That has been the case now for some years.
But here we are, and we got two days in a row. One was not even particularly hot, but one was
44 degrees, and over 200 000 Victorians lost their power supply. Given the assurances and the
guarantees that the minister gave us prior to these blackouts, my view is that the minister has no
credibility left. How can you believe somebody who gets up and gives the sorts of guarantees that she
did, very shortly to be followed by the sorts of blackouts that we saw on that particular day? How can
anybody believe anything that she will say in the future? And I will quote her again, because it is worth
quoting again. This is what the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change said on the
morning of Friday, 25 January, the day of the blackouts. She said:
We shouldn’t be talking about blackouts at all. Blackouts are something that will absolutely not be a feature
of today, or a possibility.

Having said that, with over 200 000 Victorians losing their power shortly thereafter, how can anybody
believe anything she says from that point on? How can she possibly have an inch, an ounce—I am not
sure how you measure credibility—of that credibility left?
We just have to consider the impact that those blackouts had on ordinary Victorians—on families—
many of whom were barricaded in their homes, given that they were expecting a hot day. Mums, dads
and kids were barricaded in their homes with the air conditioning on. It was not to get away from the
gangs—that is another debate, Mr Gepp. They were barricaded in their homes with the air conditioning
on, and all of a sudden there was no air conditioning—no lights, no fridge, no nothing. That is what
happened in Victoria to hundreds of thousands of people on 24 and 25 January this year. That was
immediately after guarantees were given by the minister that there would be no blackouts. So you
could imagine if you had two, three or four kids inside the house with the air conditioning on, thinking
that you are going to protect them from a particularly hot day, and all of a sudden there is no power.
Having only relatively recently had young kids, in my experience having no television is to most
children one of the most devastating things that could happen to them in their lives.
Mr Gepp interjected.
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Mr FINN: Mr Gepp is not showing a lot of sympathy to those families who were affected by this
loss of power. That is not entirely surprising because, as we know, the ALP does not have a high
regard for average Victorians. That has been the way of the world for many, many years.
I would also like to point out that these blackouts had a profound effect on many aged people. We
know that on hot days we are told frequently by people on radio, television and so forth that we should
check on our aged neighbours. If we have friends or family who are aged, we should check on them
and make sure they are all right. If somebody is in their 80s or their 90s and all of a sudden the air
conditioning is gone and there is no way to cool their drinks because the refrigeration is gone—there
is no way for them to cool down—that puts them in a dreadful position. They are already very
vulnerable Victorians, and this loss of power supply puts them in a very, very dangerous position.
It has been known that heat, more often than cold, does impact aged people in a very adverse manner.
For our aged population to be subject to this particularly warm day without any support from a power
supply, without any air conditioner, without any fans and, as I said, without refrigeration to cool their
drinks, there is no way that many of them would be able to cope. They would be struggling. This is
the impact that these blackouts had—the blackouts that the minister assured us would not happen—
on average Victorians, families and aged people.
I would also like to touch upon the impact that the blackouts had on small businesses, particularly
those who are in the food industry. I recall being contacted by one constituent who said, ‘I’ve just been
sent home from my work. I work at the supermarket. We have no power, and we have just had to
throw out many, many thousands of dollars worth of food because it has gone off’, because obviously
with no power there was no refrigeration, so much of the frozen and refrigerated foods had to be
thrown out. Apart from the criminal waste involved in that, we had a huge amount of cost to the
supermarket owners and to the management of the supermarkets.
Ms Shing: How long did it go for?
Mr FINN: This is something that obviously Ms Shing does not particularly care about. It does not
affect her; it does not affect her union membership, I suppose—although it may be that her union
members were sent home, it may be that they lost a day’s pay. Maybe that will gain her attention.
Maybe if it impacts the unions Ms Shing might actually be concerned and show some concern about
the impact of these power cuts.
I have to say that when you look at some of the quotes from—
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr FINN: Many of them were out for hours, actually. If you have fridges full of frozen food on a
44 degree day, it does not take very long at all for it to go off.
Members interjecting.
Mr FINN: As Mr Ondarchie points out to me, any time is too long because there are health and
safety rules, guidelines and laws that must be followed. We all know that in our own homes if we take
a chook, for example, out of the freezer or out of the fridge and we leave it out on a hot day, after about
5 or 10 minutes we cannot eat it, because it may well be too dangerous.
I note that whilst we are talking about the impact on families, on aged people and on small businesses
throughout Victoria, members of the government in this chamber are laughing. I just want that noted,
because I think that will be instructive to a good number of people throughout the state as to the attitude
of this government towards Victorians.
Minister D’Ambrosio went on to say that those affected—and as I said, many of them lost much of
their stock, particularly in the food area—on Friday were not entitled to compensation for the ‘minimal
disruption and discomfort’.
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How out of touch is this woman? How far away from reality was Minister D’Ambrosio when she
talked about the blackouts causing ‘minimal disruption and discomfort’? It might have been minimal
disruption and discomfort to her, because we know that we have generators here in Parliament House
and no doubt she has generators in her ministerial office; the blackouts would not have impacted or
affected her. It would not be something that would concern her at all. But for Minister D’Ambrosio to
say that what happened on 24 and 25 January this year created ‘minimal disruption and discomfort’ is
disgraceful and something that again displays for the world to see just how totally out of touch she is.
It is rather sad that we have a minister of the Crown who would make such a statement. It just goes to
prove something that I have been saying for some years—that is, if Premier Daniel Andrews were
serious about the power crisis that we face, he would have somebody better than Lily D’Ambrosio in
the ministry. He would have somebody who is actually competent, he would have somebody who
actually knew what they were doing in that portfolio, but sadly he does not. Perhaps she is the only
one that is silly enough to actually believe the stuff that is fed to her and she spews it forth with
conviction despite it being what most other people would regard as pure and complete nonsense.
I refer to a newspaper article, again from Australia Day—26 January. The quote from that article is:
Residents and business owners affected by power cuts in Melbourne yesterday say outages led to chaos and
tension amid the crippling heat.
Shane Kinch, who owns Kinch Fine Foods in Caulfield North—

a small business operator, in case anybody from the government is wondering—
said he had to turn hungry customers away during the lunch rush.
“We couldn’t serve them, we couldn’t give them food,” he said.
Mr Kinch said his cafe, which has an electronic ordering system, was thrown into chaos and he had to send
his staff home.

You would imagine that those staff would not have been paid for the day, particularly if they were
casual staff. He said:
I’m not getting any money back, I had all the fridges go off …

So here is a small business operator who has invested in food for the day to feed his clientele. That
food is gone. Not only is that food lost but he does not get any money from the clientele because he is
absolutely unable to serve them. For him—and let us face facts, there are a number of small business
operators who run a very fine line between making a profit and not making a profit—maybe that day
was an economic disaster, just maybe. And certainly there would have been numerous small business
operators around Victoria who felt the impact in a very significant way on their finances. I do not
expect members opposite to understand that because I do not believe there are any members opposite
who have actually run a small business, but this is something that will impact, and does have an impact,
on small businesses in a very, very real way.
We could go on for quite some time quoting people about the impact the power blackouts had on them,
but I think it is safe to say—it is more than safe to say in fact—that we had a situation where most of
us knew there was a chance we would have blackouts on that day. There would have been a lot of
people who were looking to the government in particular to see what their view was—for assurance
perhaps, for warning perhaps, for some indication that the government either had this matter under
control or did not.
The minister, Minister D’Ambrosio, went out of her way to tell the people something that we all
knew—everybody I think knew, certainly in this house and the other place—was blatantly false. On
the 3AW breakfast show they call it BFS, a blatantly false statement—that there was no risk of a
blackout on 25 January. Everybody knew that that was nonsense. We all knew that there was a very
considerable risk on that particular day. It should not have come as a surprise to anyone, including the
minister, that we did have blackouts. But she gave an assurance nonetheless that there would be no
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blackouts—an absolute, 100 per cent guarantee: ‘No blackouts today. No possibility of blackouts
today’. That is what she said. Clearly the woman has not got a clue.
It goes back, I have to say, to a year ago when there were significant blackouts across the—
Mr Gepp: On a point of order, Acting President, Mr Finn has been his usual verbose self to date.
The gender of the minister is completely irrelevant in this debate. For him to stand there and say, ‘The
woman hasn’t got a clue’, is quite frankly offensive. He should withdraw and respectfully identify the
minister with her correct title at all times.
Mr FINN: On the point of order, Acting President, this is just getting pathetic now. To use the
word ‘woman’ is unparliamentary? God Almighty, what country are we living in now? This is just
absolute nonsense. If I were referring to the Premier, I would have said, ‘The man has no idea what
he’s doing’, which is true, but the fact of the matter is that we do have genders. I know there are
members opposite who dispute that hotly, but we do have genders and I do not think it is
unparliamentary to refer to them. In fact it is quite a nonsense to suggest that we should not.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Thank you, Mr Finn. I am not interested in a debate
about gender here, but what I will ask you, Mr Finn, is that when you are referring to members in this
chamber and the other chamber you refer to them by their title. I am not going to enter a debate about
gender arguments, but when you are referring to another member I expect you to refer them by their
title and name, not by their gender.
Mr FINN: Minister D’Ambrosio has not got the first idea of what she is doing. She has not got a
clue. She is incompetent. She is a pathetic minister, and she has no respect or credibility in the
Victorian community. She should resign. Oh, I said ‘she’! I am not sure what term I should have used;
I am not sure. The Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio—and I
am not sure of her middle name or I would have used that too—should resign. She should resign,
because she has failed the Victorian community in a big way, in a huge way, and there is no guarantee
that she will not do it again.
Here we are early in February, and we know that there will be hot days. February is always our hottest
month. We know there are more hot days to come here in Victoria. Indeed yesterday was a pretty
warm day. I was surprised at how warm it was when I actually went out of the building last night. We
will have over the next three weeks some very, very hot days. When Minister D’Ambrosio comes out
and makes a statement about our power supply, the fact of the matter is that nobody is actually going
to believe her, because she has got the runs on the board. Either she has painted herself as an individual
who does not know what she should know about the power supply situation, or indeed she deliberately
had a lend of the lot of us. I know that that could be seen as casting aspersions on the minister—and I
would never want to do that—but I do not think she is that clever, to tell you the truth.
I think there is a real concern in the community generally that somebody can make statements of the
nature that the minister did and just a matter of hours later have something exactly the opposite happen.
One minute she was saying, ‘We will have no power blackouts, no chance of power blackouts, not a
possibility’; the next hour or so we saw massive blackouts. It did cause significant disruption. It caused
significant discomfort, and it cost small business millions and millions of dollars. Indeed the figure
that I saw for just that one day of blackouts was $1.1 billion—$1 100 000 000. And the minister says
that is minimum disruption and discomfort.
What would you have to do to actually have maximum discomfort and disruption if $1.1 billion worth
of losses is to be dismissed by this minister? Again, that is a strong indication that this minister is
totally and absolutely removed from reality.
We could go back, as I said—in fact I should go back—to that time last year when we had the
blackouts in the western suburbs of Melbourne. I asked the minister, following her statement that the
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blackouts were caused by blown fuses, exactly how many fuses were blown to have caused the
blackouts across the west of Melbourne. I am still waiting for a proper response on that.
The fact of the matter is that the government had the year before effectively closed a power station
which was giving us up to 25 per cent of our power supply. You cannot pull out almost 25 per cent of
our power supply, not replace it with anything and expect that it will not have an impact. But that is
what this government did. Obviously they say they are working on alternative forms of power. I would
love to know where they are. A lot of people would love to know where these alternative forms of
power are, and certainly they would love to have known on 25 January where they were, because they
were nowhere to be seen then.
I would have thought that if you are actually going to have alternative forms of power, it would be
logical to have them in place before you pull out the current ones. Instead of just having a 25 per cent
black hole, which in fact is what we did get, it would have been good to have the alternative forms of
power. Let us face it, some of those alternative forms of power are up for debate as to their
effectiveness, but it would have been good to have them anyway just to see if they worked perhaps.
But on this occasion up to 25 per cent of our power supply was taken away and no replacement was
made available. That is why we have the situation that we are in today. That is why every time we
have a hot day, every time we have a day where the temperature gets to around 40 degrees, people
start talking about power cuts, they start talking about blackouts, they start talking about making
alternative arrangements for their families, for aged members of their families, and for their businesses.
This is not something that is tolerable.
As the Leader of the Opposition, Michael O’Brien, said, Victoria is not a Third World nation, but it is
being turned into one by the Andrews government. It should be automatic, and regarded as a right in
Victoria, to expect that when we turn on a switch, the lights will light up; that when we plug the fridge
in, it will get cold inside and will cool our food and will cool, perhaps more importantly, our drinks,
that it will provide for what it is meant to, protection of our food and our drinks from the heat outside.
But that is not a given anymore in Victoria. When the sun shines and the heat comes on, as it does in
what is a sunburnt country, in Victoria we now expect power blackouts. That is a part of the new way
of life in Victoria. That is what we now expect is going to happen, that we do not have the power to
run our fans or our air conditioners, that the power just will not be there. And who is responsible for
this? It is the Andrews government.
Let us consider that just four years ago—it is quite remarkable—Victoria had the cheapest and most
reliable electricity in Australia. And what have we got now? We have prices that have gone through
the roof and we have a supply which is patchy at best. We never quite know when we switch on that
light switch if indeed the light will come on, and that is a direct result of the Andrews government
being in government for four years. Daniel Andrews and Lily D’Ambrosio have done that. It has been
nobody else, they have done that. So let us think about that the next time that we have blackouts.
Unlike the minister, I am not going to go down the path of making total and absolute predictions, but
I would not mind having a few bob on the very strong possibility that our power supply will be blacked
out at some stage over the next three weeks, if not beyond.
This motion is a very clear motion. It is one that I think should be supported by all members. I know
that members opposite in the government will not, because they have a vested interest. They are not
interested in ordinary Victorians. They are not interested in Victorian families. They are not interested
in Victorian people who are aged. They are not interested in Victorian small business. The only thing
they are interested in is protecting themselves, protecting their Premier and protecting their pathetic
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. That is the only thing they are interested in in
this regard, and no doubt they will oppose this motion.
But I urge members on the crossbench to take into consideration the matters I have spoken about today
and to take into consideration the impact that these power cuts have had on ordinary Victorians and
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the adverse impact they have had on families, on aged people and on small business. These are matters
that we cannot just sweep under the carpet; these are matters that we must bring up. Indeed we have
an obligation as members of Parliament to bring these matters to the fore and to make sure they are
addressed. If we are to fulfil our obligations, we will support this motion, and I urge all members of
the house to do so.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (11:21): Thank you, Deputy—no, Acting President Melhem. I am
sorry; I am still getting the hang of these titles. It may take me some time with the commencement of
the new Parliament to get it right. It is not through any ill intent on my behalf.
I would like to go to the motion put today, motion 19, as it was drafted and as it was referred to in the
contribution from Mr Finn. At the outset what I would like to remark upon and observe is the
exceptionally broad church that obviously exists on the coalition bench. I am not sure what the Leader
of The Nationals has as a view in relation to climate change or the impact of human endeavour on
changes to temperatures, but what I am sure of is that we have heard polar opposite contributions from
members in this chamber today—from within the Liberal Party talking about the existence on the one
hand of human-caused climate change and the complete denial of it on the other by Mr Finn. He
referred in obviously very concrete scientific terms to his own anecdotal recollections of hot days
when he was a youngster as being sufficient evidence for the lack of any significant outlying
temperatures within our contemporary data-related models of understanding and engaging with the
highest temperatures that we have on record having occurred in the last 10 years.
Putting to one side the obvious and enduring battle that Mr Finn is having between his own very
significant personally held beliefs about climate change and the data and signs on the other side of the
debate, we do actually need to talk about what has been happening in the context of rolling outages
and the impact that they had upon Victorians during record high temperatures of a record duration as
part of a nationally significant heatwave and meteorological conditions that have been a hallmark in
relation to instability throughout Australia not just this year but in recent years. The national grid was
of course, as those of us in this chamber all know or should know, privatised following the work done
by former Liberal Premier Jeff Kennett to sell off the State Electricity Commission of Victoria and to
displace hundreds of workers and simultaneously to make the claim that power prices would not in
fact go up as a consequence of the privatisation process and the ongoing sweating of assets by the
owners and operators of coal-fired power generators.
I speak to this particular issue of coal-fired power generation and transmission as a representative of
Eastern Victoria Region, as somebody who calls Gippsland home and as somebody who has worked
alongside people displaced by the closure of Hazelwood, people displaced as a consequence of the
mine fire that ripped through Morwell and the open cut mine in 2014 and people who live in some of
the most challenging socio-economic circumstances in this state. I also represent an area which the
week before last, when those temperatures were moving across as part of the front coming through
South Australia and into Victoria, saw temperatures which got to 50 and 51 degrees. In far-east
Gippsland around the Buchan and Tubbut areas we saw temperatures along those lines.
These temperatures, for the avoidance of any doubt whatsoever, are part of an established theme of
record high temperatures not just around the world but specifically in Australia. We are going through
a period of significant change in relation to baseline temperatures, and we are seeing dramatic and
indeed in many instances very traumatic weather conditions. Only this week we have seen not just the
combination of ongoing hot weather, drought and reduced water supply within our watertables and
within our rivers—and we do not need to canvass what has happened with the allocation of water as
it relates to mass fish kills and allocations to large cotton stations; we can leave that for another day—
but also the themes that are emerging around epic rainfall events at the same time as firestorms, at the
same time as significant drought and at the same time as we are seeing our population grow and expand
into our regional areas. What we are hearing from those opposite is in fact that at the end of the day
apparently this can be sheeted home to the state government. Well, what we did see the week before
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last, when those temperatures soared and when many of us did our level best to try to provide comfort
to people in those communities who, through being very young or very old, having existing health
conditions or indeed having reduced access to air conditioning, was efforts to try to alleviate
discomfort and to provide advice and information as was disseminated through the CFA, as was
disseminated through the Minister for Health and as was disseminated through the Premier of the state,
to warn people in advance of heat events, to advise them to seek shelter, to stay hydrated and to find
places which would in fact enable them to regulate body temperature, because we know that the
aggregate effect of numerous days of hot weather can be significant, can be devastating and in many
cases can be life-threatening. This is not new news. This is something which was the subject of
extensive public commentary in the lead-up to these record high temperatures.
I in fact offered my electorate office up as somewhere that people could go in order to escape the heat,
enjoy some cooler temperatures and have some iced water in the event that they felt that they needed
to, and I was not alone. People opened up their homes and their businesses, and public spaces such as
libraries and shopping centres were also made more generally available and accessible to people in
order to cope with this weather. These are things which showcase the efforts being undertaken to
provide assistance to people because we all knew that it was unseasonably hot, notwithstanding that
this is part of a broader trend.
What we saw on this day was the independent national regulator, the Australian Energy Market
Operator (AEMO), as part of a national framework, taking decisions to shed load in order to reduce
and remove the risk of large-scale blackouts. This is in fact incontrovertible. The public regulator,
AEMO—the national energy market regulator—did this work as a safeguarding measure. And what
we also saw in the course of this work was extensive communication, including communication from
the minister, Ms D’Ambrosio, including communication as it related to interviews on metropolitan
and regional radio about the extent of maintenance works being undertaken by energy service
providers and companies; about the extent to which individual households in areas might otherwise
be effected; about the arrangements which large companies, such as Alcoa, had agreed to undertake
as part of minimising the impact on energy supplied during that hot weather; and about the steps being
taken to actually make sure that people were aware of the potential instance of planned maintenance
in their areas and, wherever possible, that that planned maintenance could be delayed or rescheduled.
On the particular day in question, what we did see also were three transmission turbine deficiencies
within our coal-fired power generation network. For avoidance of any doubt, I am referring to these
pieces of infrastructure within the coal-fired power generation market, and significantly within the
Latrobe Valley, as being the assets that have been sweated by private owners and operators since the
market was taken out of public hands under former Liberal Premier Jeff Kennett. We did not see our
renewable energy market and the supply which it provides to the national grid being undermined in
any way. We did not see that part of the energy supply interrupted or diminished in any way.
Renewables performed as they needed to on this particular day in question. It was in fact planned
maintenance at one of the power generators—part of the broader failure of coal-fired power
generation—that contributed to rolling outages being determined to be necessary and appropriate by
the national regulator.
I received a text in Morwell advising me of rolling outages being a potential outcome for my home. I
was advised that as a consequence of rolling outages there might be in fact other parts of the state that
would also be affected. I invited people to get in touch with me, and I was advised that some people
did indeed have power go out. And the people who got in touch with me indicated that the outages
were about 30 minutes in duration. That is rough. That is tough to handle. That is difficult in
circumstances where people have existing health problems or where they have discomfort. Women
who are pregnant will know very well the discomfort that comes from being hot and bothered, and I
cannot even imagine how hot and bothered some women may have been, being exposed to those high
temperatures on that hot day, but the duration—
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Mrs McArthur: Isn’t that sexist?
Ms SHING: Sorry, I’ll just take up that interjection: ‘Isn’t that sexist?’. What a terrible comment.
Members interjecting.
Ms SHING: Women who are pregnant.
Members interjecting.
Ms SHING: Well, if you are now taking issue with the fact that I have referred to women being
pregnant and suffering in the heat—
Members interjecting.
Ms SHING: This is the standard of the new opposition that we have here. If only you could use
your smaller numbers for good rather than evil. What I will do is go back to the substance of the day
in question. We had a situation whereby the rolling outages of about 30 minutes in duration, as they
were communicated to me, were tough for people to handle. However, we also had a situation where
the national regulator’s call to implement rolling outages was something that enabled the risk of
blackouts and of grid failure to be avoided. This is what a national grid does. What we saw on those
hot days was the renewable power supply doing what it needed to do, and what this indicates and
symbolises very clearly is that the work being undertaken as part of the renewable energy target—that
is, the target which those opposite voted against, for avoidance of any doubt—has delivered for
Victoria and was able to actually provide that consistency of supply. The renewable energy target
amounts to 25 per cent by 2020, 30 per cent by 2025 and 50 per cent by 2030. I am surprised that
someone opposite has not brought in a lump of black coal, notwithstanding that we do not have a
supply of it in any volume here in Victoria, to throw around the chamber in the way that their current
leader, Scott Morrison, has done.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: It is interesting. I will take up that interjection from Ms Crozier, ‘You think coal is
evil’. In fact Ms Crozier has obviously just shown herself as someone who is incapable of listening
because over the past four years and now into the second term I have done nothing but work with
people in the Latrobe Valley, which provides the coal-fired power generation which is a significant
part of our base load.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: Yet again I will take up that interjection from Ms Crozier, ‘You shut one down’. For
those who are new to this chamber, this is what happens when those opposite insist upon perpetuating
the idea that a private operator having sweated its asset to the point where it was no longer
economically viable and decided as part of its global move away from coal-fired power generation to
close this plant was in fact the public state government’s fault. This is again their tagline. This is the
myth that is perpetuated. This is what we see, notwithstanding the fact that we have just seen the
announcement in Germany of the foreshadowed closure of 84 coal-fired power plants.
Notwithstanding the fact that we have seen a global move away from coal-fired power generation,
those opposite are sitting with their hands over their ears in abject denial of the work that is happening
around the world to move away from fossil fuel as part of power generation, to move into using
renewables and to in fact take charge of the broader problems that we have which have been evidenced
by the meteorological chaos that we have seen in the last few weeks, in the last few months and in the
last decade and which we see globally and we see foreshadowed into the future.
Coal remains an important part of our baseload power generation. I am putting that on the record again
for the benefit of Ms Crozier and others who again seem to continue with this idea that coal in fact is
something that we loathe, hate and detest. I live in the real world of the Latrobe Valley and note the
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way in which it works and the way in which its private operators have worked over time and in number
are increasingly better at understanding the need to invest in infrastructure and to invest in better
technology to make production more efficient and less emissions intensive. We see operators doing
this work. We invest in engaging with these operators to continue this work.
Notwithstanding any sort of garbled rumour mill approach to politics that may be arising from the
opposite benches because it is a convenient way to avoid responsibility, perhaps caused by their own
friend and colleague Mr Kennett when he sold off these assets, we see an ongoing preparedness to
invest in renewable energy. This is something which was thoroughly endorsed at last year’s state
election, which those opposite might want to have a think about as part of their own future direction,
because they are allergic to understanding renewables and the role that they will play in energy
generation into the future.
Under our government, more than 700 megawatts of renewables have already been built. There are a
further 1700 megawatts of renewables under construction in Victoria, and those megawatts will be
ready by the end of this year. Last year, through our Australian-first auction, the largest auction, we
announced 928 megawatts of new projects, and there are many more wind and solar projects with
planning approval. Together, in the aggregate, these projects that I have just outlined will generate
$1.1 billion of economic investment in regional Victoria and create more than 900 jobs.
Jobs creation is again something which those opposite are very, very quick to talk about but unable to
deliver. When we talk about the numbers of jobs delivered, when we talk about the record employment
delivered in regional Victoria and when we talk about the 360 000 jobs created in the last term, they
fall silent and look for another three-word slogan to embark upon. In building these 900 jobs, in
creating 270 apprenticeships and traineeships, we have work at places like the Berrybank wind farm
west of Geelong, the Cawarp solar farm south of Mildura, the Cohuna solar farm north-west of Echuca,
the Dundonnell wind farm north-east of Warrnambool, the Mortlake South wind farm south of
Mortlake and the Winton solar farm near Benalla.
In a few short years what we will see will be these projects bringing more than twice the capacity of
the Hazelwood coal-fired power station into our grid. In the meantime, the work goes on to make sure
that workers displaced from their employment at Hazelwood—workers displaced as a consequence of
changes to the supply chain—are the beneficiaries of that hard work to provide them with reskilling
and retraining opportunities, including but not limited to the work with solar panel installation, the
work with making Solar Victoria’s home in the Latrobe Valley and the work associated with our
$266 million investment into the Latrobe Valley as part of that transition and development.
These are things which we take seriously, and it could not in fact be any clearer. When you get the
policy settings here in Victoria right—and this is against the backdrop of a fraught and failed national
energy policy and framework—Victoria reaps the benefit of these efforts. Thousands of workers are
being employed in this booming industry of renewables, with thousands more jobs to come. That is
notwithstanding the fact that we have come off the backdrop of Jeff Kennett and his mates telling
Victoria that privatisation would make power cheaper. Ever since then, prices have kept going up.
And do you know what? Everyone around Australia is saying the same thing. When you go to New
South Wales and you hear about Liddell and you go to Canberra and you hear about how there may
or may not be interest in a great big fantastic new idea that is going to bring thousands of jobs and all
sorts of relief benefits and improvements to the pricing structure for energy, you know it is another
pipedream, because the sector is in a mess and because review after review has found that there is
duplicity, that there is gouging, that there is dishonesty, that there is a lack of consistency in the pricing
structures and that the entire system needs to change.
On the other hand, we in Victoria will not back away from doing things which put power back into
the hands of Victorian households. For example, there is the 10-year Solar Homes program. That is
going to install solar panels, solar hot water systems or batteries on 770 000 homes across the state.
That in the aggregate will bring the number of homes in Victoria with solar panels to 1 million, and
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that will save Victorians more than $500 million a year on their electricity bills and contribute
2500 megawatts to the grid once that program is complete. That program is going to be rolled out over
10 years and not 10 minutes. I can well imagine that in the event that the coalition are returned to state
government and this program is a success, they will be the first to take ownership of it, they will be
the first to take credit for it and they will be the first to extol their own virtues as being visionaries of
the renewable energy sector and all the benefits that it brings.
I am looking forward to seeing what happens down the track when these benefits flow on to deliver
energy and electricity price relief for individual households, for families and for organisations. I am
looking forward to continuing to see the greener buildings initiative, which has taken numerous
organisations—hospitals, sporting clubs and associations and community facilities—off the grid,
effectively meaning that they are to operate without any ongoing costs save for the initial installation
cost, much of which has been the subject of low or no-interest loans from the state government or the
subject of grants to install this infrastructure. There are numerous examples across Gippsland, and we
are proud to see them take shape, including those at Yarram and Sale. We need to make sure that these
components of the program associated with providing a greater injection of energy into the grid as part
of renewables are rolled out consistently and that we have a pipeline of infrastructure. This is not a
quick fix. It is part of an enduring change in the way in which we create and use energy.
The opening program components include the solar hot water rebates, which commence from
February this year—this month in fact; zero-interest loans for solar photovoltaic panels in July this
year; rebates for solar batteries from July this year; and solar photovoltaic for renters from July this
year. When it is complete, this suite of policy change and investment will mean that 1 million Victorian
homes will be powered by the sun and that they will in fact save thousands of dollars off their energy
bill. It is very easy to carp and criticise and complain about the cost of power, but in our previous term
in government we did what we could, against the backdrop of an embattled national pricing
framework, to create the Energy Compare site, which enabled Victorians to save money on their power
bills by finding the most competitive deal for them. What we have seen as a result of that is that seven
out of 10 Victorians have accessed this site and changed their plan, saving around $230 a year on their
power bills. What we have seen is that retailers are now responding to this pressure and this increased
scrutiny to provide a better deal for consumers. What we are seeing now is a removal of the opacity
that had plagued the energy market in the sorts of arrangements that households could access, the sorts
of plans that were available and the way in which pricing had been set, and a move toward a more
direct disclosure with consumers. This is off the back of a lot of work that has been done not just at a
state level and not just as part of the work done by Terry Mulder and John Thwaites within the
bipartisan framework of a review of the energy market but also at a federal level and in the way in
which the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has conducted reviews of the energy
market and of pricing components and found that there is much work to do and that there are an awful
lot of shortcomings within the system as it has been allowed to evolve over time.
Here in Victoria we have seen over $1.25 million in rebates having been paid out already since this
scheme began. Such is the success of the program to incentivise people to seek and procure and avail
themselves of renewable energy for their own homes that many installation companies are creating
new jobs and adding to the 2 million solar installations already on Australian homes and businesses.
It is not disputed in fact that Victoria has created a huge demand for renewables and for solar
photovoltaics technology and installation within the entire Australian market. In a way not dissimilar
to the 360 000 jobs that were created in the last term of government, we are leading the way—we are
the engine room—in the creation of jobs in the renewable energy sector. The Solar Homes program
which we have initiated and we are implementing has given Victorians control over their energy bills.
It is building Victoria’s solar installation industry, it is creating jobs and it is creating investment.
I look, for example, at a local company, Gippsland Solar. Andy McCarthy has set up Gippsland Solar,
and he has grown exponentially in his workforce, in his operations, in his turnover and in the size of
the projects which he is able to deliver. They have now expanded to take on workers formerly
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employed at Hazelwood to work as electricians and to work as installers. They have undertaken the
largest solar installation in Australia recently as a result of their work at Camberwell Grammar and as
a result of their work at the Central Gippsland Health Service, and they are leading the way in relation
to best practice in this particular field. They are a local success story. They are showing that local
people can get great jobs in high-demand areas that provide certainty, that provide a future, that engage
with their skills and that also provide a social benefit that will be in demand for many, many, many
years to come. This is the future of the industry. Those around the world know it. Many around
Australian know it. It is just a shame that a few people opposite do not really seem to have cottoned
on as yet.
The contrast really could not be starker. While those opposite privatised our energy and keep backing
the big energy retailers—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: You can mock me all you want, Ms Crozier, but they are the facts. We are putting
power back in the hands of Victorian families and we are doing so with the overwhelming support of
Victorians. Victorians voted for a greater share in renewables. Victorians voted for more investment
in a renewable energy target, and they did so notwithstanding the howls of protest from those opposite
when they opposed at every turn a renewable energy target that would in fact keep pace with global
movement toward this sector. It is a really, really difficult thing to try to rewrite history but those
opposite will no doubt do their level best, and they will no doubt be there to claim victory and
ownership of renewables when and as they find themselves in a position to do so. But what we are
also going to keep doing, until we get to that time when all of a sudden the best ideas were theirs and
theirs only, is to continue to work with the industry, the whole industry—with our coal-fired power
generators and their companies, with natural gas and with Loy Yang and its operators—and to make
sure that Energy Australia and others are in a position to work proactively, to maximise output, to use
technology and to stick to the time frames associated with the duration of their licences and the safety
conditions that apply. We will work with the market operator, AEMO—the operator which decided
that rolling outages were a requirement to ensure the safety of the grid overall in the weather we saw
the Friday before last and the Thursday before last—to ensure that we have an enduring, existing
generation capacity and to ensure that we are able to meet the demand requirements of the state.
In August 2018 the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change wrote to Victoria’s
generation and transmission network businesses to seek assurances that known required maintenance
would be completed ahead of the summer period in 2018–19. That was so that we were in the best
possible position to ensure that over the hot months of summer we could guard against unforeseen
circumstances that might put a strain on the system, such as bushfires or extreme weather. We know
that these things in concert can actually have a combined effect of causing vulnerability in the grid.
Given the cost and disruption caused to Victorians by these events—and as I said it is beyond question
that there was difficulty, that there was loss, that there was inconvenience and there was discomfort
because of the hot weather—the minister has again contacted the owners of Victoria’s coal-fired power
generators to ensure these supply issues are managed more effectively into the future. One thing we
should be in no doubt about is that the minister has contacted these operators as they operate within a
private market, as they operate as private shareholdings and companies and businesses that sit
alongside the public network. We can only do what we are enabled by law to do to encourage, to
require, to seek assistance with or cooperation from these operators in a privatised context. This is
where the independent regulator, AEMO, has such a crucial role to play. This is where—
notwithstanding all of the catcalls and the questions about pricing—those opposite still do not seem to
understand that in a privatised environment it is in fact something that requires the input and the
contribution of companies within that private sector to deliver on in order to maintain supply.
To prepare for this summer Victoria worked assiduously with AEMO and with industry to undertake
a number of actions. That was in preparation for this year, and those actions include supporting AEMO
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to secure additional reserve capacity through the Reliability and Emergency Reserve Trader scheme,
expanding demand management to increase capacity and improve reliability of supply, reviewing and
updating operational arrangements to manage electricity incidents, delivering large-scale energy
storage batteries at Gannawarra solar farm and Ballarat terminal station to provide grid stabilisation
functions and backup if required, and supporting new renewable energy projects through the certificate
purchasing initiative that has brought forward investment in two new solar and two new windfarms.
The Victorian government is also supporting Victorian customers to access rooftop solar and battery
storages through the Solar Homes package that I referred to earlier, which again, as I indicated, will
see solar panels installed on 700 000 homes and batteries installed on 10 000 homes. In short there
will be more generation capacity in place for 2019–2020. Those opposite will obviously get to their
feet at some point and talk about diesel generators and talk about stability in the network and stability
in the grid.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SHING: It is interesting that Ms Crozier should ask this. Diesel generators were something that
the coalition relied upon as backup supply when it was in government, and I remember because they
were trucked down to the Latrobe Valley. You would not remember, Ms Crozier, because you do not
go anywhere near the Latrobe Valley if you can help it. What we do see is in fact coal-fired power
generation that needs to be backstopped by diesel generators in order to enable continuing operation.
This is not a political drawcard for anyone; it is a matter of fact that it occurred under the coalition
government. Diesel generators were brought in and not used last year, and everybody was very, very
keen to find out how many times they had been used, at what output and what the damage was, and I
can assure you that in fact those opposite were very, very quick to order them and have them in place
and to say that that was the responsible thing for them to do when they were in government. Now all
of a sudden it is a bad idea.
We have this situation, which is almost akin to 1984. It is like, ‘How many fingers am I holding up,
Winston?’. Is it Winston from 1984? I always forget, but there are always so many reminders of ‘do
as I say, not as I do’. There are always many reminders from those opposite as to why it is that we
cannot do anything right and that they have got all of the answers. In fact when we look at history and
at what has happened, we look at privatisation, we look at the context of a national grid on the one
hand and we look at the renewable energy target that those on the opposite side of the chamber voted
against and voted against, we see that hard work is hard and that they are simply not up for it. We see
that it is very, very easy to criticise, but it is much more difficult to come up with solutions—solutions
like Solar Homes and solutions like working with industry to have voluntary power downs for largescale energy consumers when power will be at a premium.
These are the sorts of things that actually provide relief to supply and that shore up certainty in the
grid, and they are part of our ongoing efforts with AEMO and with industry to secure this into the
future. We know that there will be more energy capacity in the coming years, and we know that
because we have invested in it. We have invested in it despite the criticism, despite the lack of support
and despite the refusal of those opposite to get on board.
Again I am looking forward to the day when the prop comes in—a bit of brown coal, a bit of black
coal. You will all be talking about how good it is, how important it is and how prepared you were to
invest in it. Do you know what? The investors are not there, the financiers are not there. Coal-fired
power generation has a role, but you are not prepared to look at renewables. You are allergic to
renewables over there. There is actually nothing that can be done about your opposition to a global
movement which involves embracing renewables for their cost, for their reduced maintenance, for the
employment and jobs opportunities that they bring, for the autonomy that they provide to communities
irrespective of the tyranny of distance and for the social equalising factors that they provide for
communities all over the world.
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AEMO has forecast that based on our current committed projects, there will be an increase—
Members interjecting.
Ms SHING: It is a shame those opposite are not listening, because this bit is important. As part of
our current committed projects there will be an increase of 1781 megawatts available in Victoria for
the 2019–20 summer—1781 additional megawatts. We are committed to continuing this work and to
doing what we can to boost supply reliability in Victoria. We will continue to work with AEMO, we
will continue to work with industry and communities will continue to tell us, as they told us in
November, that renewables are a vital part of our energy supply and a vital part of our national grid in
the years and decades to come. We will make sure that batteries for energy storage, that solar and wind
farms, that intelligent technology and that engagement with communities about the best ways to access
renewable energy are part and parcel of everything that we do.
We will proceed to implement the renewable energy target that we have set. That is a hallmark of
progressive governments not just here but around the world. We will do so despite what anyone
opposite may say. We will do so because Victorians have said overwhelmingly that this is what they
want, that this is what they support, that it is good not only for them but for their children and for their
grandchildren, and that it is an important part of understanding how we deal with the projected
population growth of an additional 4 million people—those who will be born here in Victoria or who
will come here between now and 2050.
We see, incredibly, that those opposite who have drafted this motion, those who are on their feet
denying that climate change is real, denying that it exists, will continue this work, and it is a shame
that hot air is not renewable from this chamber. I suspect, President, that I might have something to
contribute myself in that regard, but the intent is good.
Business interrupted under standing orders.
Questions without notice
AUSSIE FARMS
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:00): My question is to the Minister for Agriculture. Minister,
does the Andrews government support the federal government’s request for the charities commission
to consider revoking the charity status of animal rights group Aussie Farms?
The PRESIDENT: I am sorry, Ms Bath, I was distracted at that point. Would you mind asking
the question again.
Ms BATH: My question is to the Minister for Agriculture. Minister, does the Andrews government
support the federal government’s request for the charities commission to consider revoking the charity
status of animal rights group Aussie Farms?
The PRESIDENT: I will allow the question.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:01): I thank Ms Bath for her question. I would also suggest that it is
seeking an opinion, so you have put me in a slightly difficult position to answer directly. I would also
point out that matters of charitable status are not matters for the Minister for Agriculture.
I respect the context of your question and your concern about animal activism and the issues that are
in the media at the moment and the concerns from the agricultural sector, and I certainly do not want
to dismiss your concerns in that regard, because that is well-founded, but I am not in a position to
provide you with an opinion on the charitable status of any organisation.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, the question did not seek an opinion; it sought the
government’s position. Does the government support or not—

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
166

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 6 February 2019

Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr Davis: No, it is not an opinion; it is actually a formal government position.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr Davis. I actually did form an opinion—I did make a ruling at
the time—that the question would stand, so it does stand. I call on Ms Bath for her supplementary.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (12:02:45): Minister, will you write to the charities commission in
support of the federal government’s request?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:03): I thank the member for her question. Whilst I do not think it would
be appropriate for me, as agriculture minister, to make those representations, I will take it on board
and have conversations with the relevant minister, who I believe would be the Treasurer in relation to
the Charities Act 1978. I might provide you with further information.
REGIONAL ROADS
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (12:03): My question is to the Minister for Roads, Minister Pulford.
Minister, can you please provide an update on the Victorian government’s commitment to regional
road maintenance—very, very vital in my electorate of Northern Victoria Region.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:03): I thank Mr Gepp for his question, and I know from my
many, many conversations with Mr Gepp over his time in this place—actually if they are not in the
chamber, they are typically us on the roads of regional Victoria talking to one another on the phone,
black spots and all, so we have been working on those—that Mr Gepp knows well, as do all people
who live in regional Victoria, how important road maintenance is for our regional communities.
Actually earlier this week I was with a couple of new members of the Victorian Parliament, Michaela
Settle and Juliana Addison, in my home town, Ballarat, having a look at some important road
maintenance work being done in our backyard.
What I am very pleased to update the house about is that Regional Roads Victoria is performing really
well. They have only been up and running since September, so that is not a whole lot of time, but in
that time more than 160 000 tonnes of asphalt has been deployed to rebuild, strengthen or seal our
major road connections across Victoria. This is part of a record $333 million rural road maintenance
program. These projects take a range of different forms. Some of them are reinforcing shoulders and
some are dealing with areas where the roads have been eroded and the conditions have deteriorated.
Continuing our maintenance effort is an incredibly important part of the work that we are doing to
make sure that people in Victoria can move around as easily as they possibly can but also to ensure
that our roads are safe as well.
Crews have been tidying up the sides of roads as well as part of this program. Another very impressive
number, I think, is the 25 000 kilometres of grass cut already along regional roadsides to improve sight
distance. Of course it is a really important thing for all motorists to have a good line of sight. Crews
have worked around the clock, and people who are spending time in regional Victoria and have been
spending time in regional Victoria over the summer will have seen crews in all kinds of places. There
is work on the Calder Freeway in Mr Gepp’s region, the Murray Valley Highway and the Hamilton
Highway in Ms Tierney’s and my region. There will be a real escalation in the amount of work that is
going on from now until when the winter months are upon us, so really in the period to May and June.
There will be key sections of the Hume Freeway, Goulburn Valley Highway and Midland Highway
that will be significantly upgraded.
Our message to all motorists and all road users is just to be conscious that there is all this activity going
on. When the sign says to slow down, slow down, and just be aware that you might face changed
conditions and the occasional diversion. This is really important. We have had a really awful week in
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terms of lives lost on Victoria’s roads—just horrific—and again I implore all road users to just be the
very best drivers they can be and to be aware of vulnerable road users.
We have a huge $1.4 million investment into road safety initiatives, and we look at best practice. In
many respects Victoria has a really proud history of having led global best practice, but until we reach
zero there will be more work to be done. There is no putting those families back together. Maintenance
is incredibly important, and aware, alert and conscious driving by everyone—by all of us, by all
members and by all members of the Victorian community—is incredibly important.
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (12:08): Thank you for your response, Minister. You touched on
some of the elements of the importance of the program of road maintenance that the government has
in place. I wonder if you might expand on that a little bit further in terms of those important aspects
and why there is that need to have well-maintained and safe roads, particularly in regional Victoria.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:08): Thank you, Mr Gepp, for your supplementary question.
Roads are the lifeblood of communities, and this is particularly the case I think in regional communities.
They are essential for connecting us from where we are to where we want to go. That they are safe,
that they are smooth and that people can have some expectation about consistency in their travel
times—all of these things are just really important to people and their day-to-day quality of life. That
is why it is important to the government. That is why we have doubled road maintenance funding.
I take the opportunity to thank and pay credit to my predecessor, Luke Donnellan, who did a wonderful
job in securing a really significant boost to maintenance road funding, which has allowed this huge
blitz both in regional Victoria but also a similar level of activity across metropolitan Melbourne over
this summer.
PILL TESTING
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:09): My question is for the Minister for Health, and I
would like to pick up where Dr Ratnam left off yesterday on the issue of pill testing. Pill testing is used
as a harm minimisation strategy and has been for decades around the world, including New Zealand,
and the evidence shows that it does work. As pointed out yesterday, pill testing is supported by the
likes of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, the Australian Medical Association, the
Australian College for Emergency Medicine, Harm Reduction Victoria and Victorian ambulance
workers. So I ask again that you explain to the house: apart from Victoria Police, can you, as health
minister, tell us what agencies you have discussed pill testing with and what their advice was?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:10): I thank the member for the question, and I acknowledge her very strong views on this issue.
As I outlined to the house yesterday, this matter sits within the portfolio responsibility of the Minister
for Mental Health, and the Minister for Mental Health has carriage of all alcohol and drug policy
matters. However, I can advise the member that, as the Premier has very clearly articulated in the other
house today, the government does get views and advice from a range of sources, whether they are
government or non-government, but at the end of the day it is a government position. It is a government
position, and it is one we have clearly articulated and one that the Premier reiterated earlier today—
about an hour ago in fact. We have previously said that we will not commit to pill testing. Our position
has not changed, and I reiterate that today.
As I outlined to Dr Ratnam yesterday, Victoria Police has raised concerns with the government about
the efficacy of pill testing, and we take these concerns seriously. The Premier explained just an hour
or so ago that it is important that we are mindful of the risks of taking any illicit substance. There are
inherent risks in taking illicit substances regardless of whether the drug involved is assessed as being
pure or not. However, as I explained yesterday, there are a lot of concerns about giving people a false
sense of security about this type of testing. I did run out of time yesterday—
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Ms Patten: A point of order, President. I appreciate that, Minister. I am still just trying to elicit how
you came to this opinion that the efficacy of pill testing does not stand up. You mentioned that you
spoke to a number of agencies yesterday, but I am still yet to hear what those agencies are.
The PRESIDENT: Is your point of order relevant to the question?
Ms Patten: Yes.
The PRESIDENT: The minister has got more time, so I will let her continue.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I am giving a very fulsome response, and I hope the
member does not do what the leader of the Greens party did, which was to selectively edit my answer
and put it up on her Facebook the way she did in the last 24 hours. These are complex issues, and
yesterday I acknowledged the anguish of the people who have suffered overdoses and their families
and friends. These are terrible circumstances, not just for those directly involved but also for the whole
community and for the first responders. I did run out of time yesterday when I was trying to clarify for
the record a media report that tried to misconstrue the view of one of the agencies that does report to
me, and that is Ambulance Victoria, because I am the Minister for Ambulance Services, and very
proudly so. The head of Ambulance Victoria was quoted as saying:
We are supportive of the current approach of government to managing it—

that is, pill testing. As you would expect, government gets a range of views both from within
government and externally, but it is ultimately for government to make a decision about these matters.
Having regard to those views, it is ultimately a government decision.
Dr Ratnam: On a point of order, President, just following up from Ms Patten’s query—we have
got 30 seconds to go—there has been a very specific question that has been asked, similar to what
occurred yesterday when I asked a very specific question that was not answered. I am very concerned
that the Minister for Health is once again not answering the question. A very specific question was
asked about the agencies that have been consulted on this matter. It is a matter of incredible public
health importance, and we would appreciate an answer with 30 seconds to go.
The PRESIDENT: I call on the minister to maybe be more relevant to the question that was asked.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you, President. I have responded to the member’s question in terms of
articulating what the government’s position is. As I have explained, the government, as you would
expect, does get a range of advice and views from both internally within government and externally.
Dr Ratnam yesterday was asking me about advice to the Premier. That is not a matter that I have
responsibility for—to be able to advise the house about advice to the Premier. You would expect that
my department provides advice to Minister Foley, myself and other Department of Health and Human
Services ministers.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (12:15): Minister, that did not answer the question. You
again stated that you had spoken to various agencies. We just wanted to know what agencies they
were. Yesterday you stated that you had sought advice on the issue of pill testing from a number of
agencies, and you have yet to be able to name a single one of them, with the exception of Victoria
Police. You said that Victoria Police had raised concerns about the efficacy of pill testing. And I said,
Minister, pill testing should be a health issue, not a police issue. I guess my question again is: as the
health minister, will you listen to the health experts rather than the police on the efficacy of this very
significant harm minimisation tool of pill testing?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:16): I can advise the member, as I have already explained, that the government, as you would
expect, gets a range of views from a range of stakeholders. I have numerous conversations with people
all the time, including in the corridors of this house, in the chamber and outside of this building, as you
would expect. Of course I would speak with my department about these matters, as you would expect.
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I have pointed out on numerous occasions now that this issue actually falls within the portfolio
responsibility of Minister Foley. However, you would expect that of course I would also speak to my
department about these matters. At the end of the day we will not ignore—as the member is calling
for and as the Greens party is calling for—the views of Victoria Police. They are an important agency.
They work every day to keep the community safe, and of course we would be cognisant of their
concerns as well as we would be cognisant of the views of a range of stakeholders. The government
has made its position very clear on this matter.
TAFE FUNDING
Mr DALIDAKIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:17): It is my great pleasure to rise in this place to ask
my first question to a minister. My question is to the Minister for Training and Skills. Yesterday, Minister,
you informed the chamber about the increase to TAFE enrolments in key areas such as health and
construction due to the Andrews Labor government’s free TAFE initiative. As you know, I have a
great love of all things cybersecurity, and I note that that also has been a course added to the free TAFE
list. So, Minister, I ask you: which of the 50 TAFE courses has had the most interest across the state?
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (12:18): I thank the member for his question and his advocacy in the area of training and
skills, TAFE and indeed cybersecurity in this state. It was Mr Dalidakis that approached me last year
and, through consultations with the financial sector, made a very effective case as to why cybersecurity
should be included in the 50 free TAFE courses.
As I indicated to the house yesterday, free TAFE has started with an amazing increase in enrolments.
There were 3000 enrolments in January; it is a threefold increase. Free TAFE essentially is about making
sure that we break down the financial barriers that prevent people from accessing skills and training,
but also it is to provide the workforce that is needed in a whole range of government priority areas.
In terms of January I can indicate to Mr Dalidakis that the top five courses were diploma of nursing,
certificate II in plumbing, certificate IV in accounting and bookkeeping, certificate IV in disability and
certificate III in individual support. As the enrolments continue into February, we see that more than
800 students are expected to enrol in certificate IV in cybersecurity in Victoria’s TAFEs in February.
This is close to seven times the number of students training in cybersecurity across Victorian TAFEs
at the same time last year, which has far exceeded TAFEs’ expectations. This is great news.
Cybersecurity has been the fourth most popular TAFE course to date, Mr Dalidakis, with students
enrolling in this innovative new course to increase their job prospects in this emerging industry.
We also of course will end up having more nurses, more disability support workers and more
individual support workers that will take care of our loved ones. And of course we will have more
plumbers to work on the record number of infrastructure projects that this government has underway.
Free TAFE is giving a whole range of Victorians a chance to participate in our training system and
gain jobs that are available—that this government is creating. We are delivering on free TAFE; we are
delivering on better access to training and skills for Victorians.
Contrast that with the previous Liberal government, where they sacked 2400 teachers, where they took
$1 billion out of the budget, where they shut down 22 campuses.
Ms Wooldridge interjected.
Ms TIERNEY: We hear constantly now from the shadow Minister for Training and Skills, but she
has not even changed her personal website—she is still the opposition spokesperson for health. You
only need to see this in terms of the computer as of 11.30 this morning.
In terms of TAFE and free TAFE those over there have no credibility, they have got no plan and they
certainly have got no idea. If they had an idea, the only idea would be cut, cut, cut when it comes to
training and skills; cut, cut, cut when it comes to TAFE.
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Ms Wooldridge interjected.
Ms TIERNEY: You have no credibility, Ms Wooldridge. Your party has no credibility. You have
no idea, and you will not even pick up the phone to your colleagues federally to tell them what they
need to do in terms of getting some real funding to the university sector.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, Minister. Can I just remind the chamber and the Minister for
Training and Skills that the skill of using a prop is unparliamentary and not acceptable.
BUILDING CLADDING
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:22): My question is for the
Minister for Local Government. Minister, will you detail for the chamber what steps you as minister
or your department have taken to oversight or monitor the impact on local government of the Andrews
Labor government’s scheme to provide loans from local government, including the City of Melbourne,
to owners of apartments affected by combustible cladding?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:22): I would like to thank the member for his question. In terms of the cladding
issue, Minister Wynne has been out there in the last couple of days making himself available, taking
questions in question time, speaking to the media. This issue is a matter for the Minister for Planning.
If I could take this opportunity to delineate the various responsibilities between local government and
my role as the Minister for Local Government, local government, according to the Victorian
Constitution Act 1975, is a distinct and essential level of government. It is both responsible and
accountable, according to the Constitution Act 1975, for its own governance, for all the decisions it
makes and for all the actions it takes. In this context local government is a democratically elected level
of government. They have a mandate to govern themselves, they have a mandate to make decisions
and they have a mandate to take—
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, it was a very, very specific question about what action
the minister had taken in terms of monitoring and oversight or his department. Just to explain: the
recent act gave certain responsibilities to local government—which is his responsibility—which add
financial and administrative responsibilities and impacts, and I am asking whether he has taken any
step at all to monitor or oversight the impact.
The PRESIDENT: I think the minister is being relevant and quite helpful, similar to a question
that was asked yesterday, in that this responsibility does not fall under the responsibility given to him
as part of the executive, so I ask the minister to continue.
Mr SOMYUREK: I know which part of the Local Government Act 1989 the member is referring
to—section 185—but I am actually helping you. It might save a bit of time. You may not have to ask
your supplementary question and therefore it might save a bit of time, and in the future you might be
more specific in your questions.
So, President, as I was saying, in that context of a self-governing local government sector, we have
local governments—that is, councils—that are democratically elected, and therefore they have a
mandate to govern themselves and make decisions and take actions. My mandate, if you will, is drawn
from the fact that I am a member of the executive of a democratically elected government and I have
carriage over local government as a member of the executive. My mandate, or what I am responsible
for—you might want to listen to this pretty carefully—is that I have carriage over and I lead the system
of local government in Victoria. My role is to both regulate and support local government. I regulate
through acts of Parliament and I support through programs, through my advocacy role and through
issuing guidance advice. In that context I am responsible for—
Members interjecting.
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Continue, Minister. I was just calling people to order.
Mr SOMYUREK: So it is clear that there are no governance issues involved here. What I will not
be doing as a local government minister is I will not be artificially or in an ad hoc way intervening in
the operational matters of councils. That is not what I will be doing. I will not be eroding local
democracy. I will be guided by expert advice when our robust integrity framework dictates that I
should do. But I will not be eroding local democracy and getting involved in operational matters of
council when the integrity bodies do not request that I do that.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (12:27): The short answer is that
you have done nothing despite a clear impact on councils financially and administratively.
Members interjecting.
Mr DAVIS: I am getting to my supplementary.
Mr Gepp: On a point of order, President, this is becoming a bit of a habit in this chamber where
those opposite ask a question and then when they get up to ask the supplementary, invariably after
they have made a point of order during a ministerial response, they make some whining critique of the
minister’s answer after you have already made a ruling on the point of order. I would suggest that this
constant whining critique that goes on over there is a reflection on the Chair.
The PRESIDENT: On the ruling that I have made, Mr Gepp, I think it is consistent insofar as the
ruling will stay consistent. As for the asker of the question opening up to debate and debating their
own question in a supplementary, which may lead to the minister opening up in his response to the
supplementary to say, ‘Well, actually you’re wrong, I’ve done something’, then that acquits to being
relevant to your supplementary, Mr Davis. I cannot in my role necessarily control the way people go
about asking their questions or the way ministers will go about answering their questions. But I will
call Mr Davis to ask his supplementary in any form he wishes and open himself up to debate.
Mr DAVIS: President, the minister actually did nothing on this matter. But let me ask a very simple
question. Will the government’s cladding loan scheme, administered by local government—your
purview—impact on councils financially?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:29): I stand by my substantive answer, and I am not going to repeat all that again
in the interest of time. I understand why the member has asked this question. He is asking it because
of section 185I of the Local Government Act. There are mechanisms to assist owner corporations with
funds for cladding works. They may be in the Local Government Act, but they are the responsibility
of the Minister for Planning, and the Minister for Planning has been out there in the last couple of days
being as responsive as he possibly can. He is not shirking the issue. He has been out there day in, day
out, answering questions.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, I have asked a question of the minister and the minister
has strayed from it. Does that loan scheme impact on councils financially? He can either say yes or no
or he does not know.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, in the first instance the minister got to his feet and
indicated at the outset that he stood by the answer he had given to the substantive question. In the
second instance there is not a capacity to direct ministers how to answer questions, and that is set out
very clearly in the standing orders. And further to your point of order, Mr Davis, you may very well
ask yourself the same question.
The PRESIDENT: Minister, you have got 15 seconds.
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Mr SOMYUREK: I could answer the question in various different ways, but it is actually going
to be the same. As local government minister my purview is the governance of councils, and I am not
getting involved in operational matters unless I am asked to do so by an integrity body.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (12:31): My question is to the Minister for Local Government
and Minister for Small Business. Can the minister outline to the house how the government is looking
to improve the accountability of local government for the benefit of residents, ratepayers and businesses?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (12:32): The Andrews Labor government is building on the Fair Go reform by
proposing the introduction of targets for target services such as road maintenance and the processing
of planning applications. Targets will or are intended to deliver greater transparency and accountability
across the state’s 79 councils and shires by building on the Australia-first Know Your Council web
page. The Know Your Council web page provides information on a broad range of performance data
dating all the way back to 2015, including planning permits, financial performance, roads, governance
and waste collection for Victoria’s 79 councils and shires. This sort of reporting allows for greater
accountability, providing the opportunity for residents and businesses to compare and contrast the
performance of similar councils across a range of services and other measures across our state.
The release of the Local Government Performance Reporting Framework: Strategic Directions Paper
2018–2021 seeks views on a three-year plan for enhancing the way Victoria’s councils report their
performance. The most significant of the reforms is the setting of performance targets. This will
strengthen council decision-making and transparency and drive continual improvement in council
performance. It will enable councils to benchmark their performance against similar councils. The
strategy also features improved integration and streamlined administration and a system of
enhancements to reduce reporting burdens on councils, which can be significant. In conclusion, these
reforms will be developed, as always, in consultation with the local government sector and will be
delivered over three years in various stages.
AGL CRIB POINT GAS TERMINAL
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (12:34): My question is to the Minister for Resources. Will
the Victorian government put AGL’s proposed floating storage and regasification unit at Crib Point
on hold until after the federal election and in the meantime negotiate with this federal government or
the next one a domestic gas reservation policy which helps Victorian manufacturers and consumers,
instead of allowing a facility which will damage the fragile Ramsar-listed Western Port wetlands and
destroy native vegetation on the Mornington Peninsula?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (12:35): I thank the member for his question. At the outset I have to say that
it is a fairly loaded question that you have presented. I think the best way to facilitate this would be to
organise a briefing for you from my department so that you can express your views, get the information
from both sides and become informed from the variety of positions. I understand where you are
coming from and understand your concerns, but I think it would be important to have a briefing. I am
more than happy to attend that briefing with you as well, if you would like.
SCHOOL ROAD SAFETY
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (12:36): My question is for the Minister for Roads, the
Honourable Jaala Pulford. Minister, can you please outline what is being done to keep Victorian kids,
parents and teachers safe on our roads?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:36): I thank Mr Elasmar for his question. In the same way that
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we all polished our shoes and got our books and bags ready for return to Parliament, close to a million
young Victorians—
Ms Mikakos interjected.
Ms PULFORD: Ms Mikakos didn’t polish her shoes. Close to a million young Victorians went
back to school over the last week. Many started last Wednesday, some Thursday and some Friday,
and I hear from friends and family some started on Monday of this week. But term is up and running,
kids are back at school and the routine of that part of the lives of so many families in Victoria is back
in the swing of term time.
What does that mean? It means we have lots and lots of little people and bigger people around schools
that can often be quite congested, where there can be large crowds in peak periods of dropping off and
picking up, and with that comes some risk. Of course the risks associated with big 16 and 17-year-olds
is quite different to the risks associated with little four, five and six-year-olds as they make their way
to school, but we have so many more people making their way to these points right across communities
and right across Victoria.
Young children in particular can be unpredictable around roads—they can move quite fast and sort of
pop out of nowhere—so it is incredibly important that motorists are aware that the arrangements are
in place for term time. They have been back in place since last Wednesday, so the school zone speed
limits have been in place now for a week. What this means is that the speed in 60-kilometre-an-hour
areas is reduced to 40 kilometres an hour and in areas with a speed limit greater than 60 kilometres an
hour the speed limit becomes 60 kilometres an hour. This is because impact at a lower speed has a far
less chance of having a catastrophic consequence. I think we all know well the relationship between
speed and impact, and particularly for people who might be outside their vehicle, on a bike, on their
scooter or on their feet.
The government is very pleased to be continuing its focus on improving safety at schools. I had the
opportunity last week to visit Napoleons Primary School in my electorate and to see the flashing
warning signs that they have there on the road to alert people that they are entering into a school zone
as well as to the reduced speed zone signs.
We have upgrades underway at 39 schools on high-risk roads. The schools where these are needed are
assessed on the basis of review and consultation with school communities, but they are also based on
crash history and incident history. This is part of a $5 million School Area Safety Fund. Eight schools
across Melbourne and regional Victoria have new flashing speed signs that have been switched on in
time for the start of term one. This is in addition to the almost $19 million school crossing supervisor
program, which is of course much loved and incredibly important and is powered by people who do
this year in and year out to keep kids safe. I think it is incumbent on all of us to encourage kids to take
a more active route to school wherever they can, but to do that parents need to be confident when
sending their kids out the door to walk or to ride to school that those areas are safe.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (12:40): Thank you, Minister, for your answer. My
supplementary question is: you mentioned schools; what can people do to make sure that they stay
safe around schools?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (12:40): I thank Mr Elasmar for his supplementary question. In
many respects the comments that I made in response to a question from Mr Gepp also apply. But in
relation to school areas, look out for the signs. If you have not got a household that revolves around
term time and kids coming and going from school, just be conscious that it is back on, kids are out and
about and there will be a whole lot of activity, particularly between 8 and 8.30 in the morning and then
again between about 2.30 and 4.30 in the afternoon. Kids are out and about and around. They are some
of the most vulnerable road users that we have, and we want them to grow up to be big road users.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
174

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 6 February 2019

VAPING
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:41): My question today is for the Minister for
Health. Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in Australia. More than 4000 families lose
a loved one to a smoking-related illness each year in Victoria. Overseas the UK, Canada, the United
States and New Zealand have embraced vaping as a method of reducing smoking rates. A study
published just last week in the New England Journal of Medicine found that e-cigarettes were almost
twice as effective as other nicotine-replacement therapies, such as patches and nicotine gum. With this
growing body of evidence supporting the benefits of vaping, will the minister now consider reviewing
the role of e-cigarettes and other smoke-free products in managing the health risks from smoking?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:42): I thank the member for his question. Can I say at the outset that I take this opportunity to
congratulate him and all our new members on their inaugural speeches. It certainly has been interesting
over the last 24 hours particularly to listen to some very impassioned speeches from members. I may
not necessarily agree with all of the world views that have been articulated, but I certainly acknowledge
the passion that members have articulated about their particular world views, but also their personal
circumstances that led them to arrive at those views as well. We heard some very heart-wrenching
stories as well about people’s backgrounds and experiences, and I acknowledge those.
Can I thank the member for his question and his interest in what the government is doing around
tobacco regulation. I am very proud of the fact that Victoria has a very strong track record in relation
to taking a safety-first approach to issues like advertising and the sale and use of e-cigarette devices in
the same manner as tobacco products to ensure that we can minimise potential harm to Victorians.
This is in fact in line with the approach of other jurisdictions as well.
The Victorian drugs, poisons and controlled substances laws, together with the commonwealth
legislation, effectively prohibit the retail sale of liquid nicotine for use in e-cigarettes. These laws mean
that adults in Victoria can only buy and use e-cigarettes that do not contain nicotine. This is because
of everything we know about smoking and everything we do not know about e-cigarettes. For
example, we know that nicotine is highly addictive and smoking increases a person’s risk of cancer,
diabetes, heart disease, stroke and many other health conditions. We know that smoking remains the
leading cause of preventable chronic disease and of preventable deaths, and we know that secondhand smoke also is a real risk to people. We do not know that e-cigarettes are an effective smoking
cessation aid. That has not been proven; the evidence is just not there. We do not know the long-term
health effects of e-cigarettes or the liquids used in them. We do know that there is increasing concern
about the chemicals used in e-cigarettes and their liquids, with or without nicotine. So for now our
approach strikes the right balance between the potential benefits and potential risks for the Victorian
community as a whole.
The regulation of e-cigarettes is particularly important for young people. We do not want to risk
renormalising smoking behaviours and nicotine addiction in our state. Victoria, as I said, has been a
leader in preventing harm from smoking. We want to continue to strive to reduce harm caused by
smoking and the potential harm of e-cigarettes, so we will continue to take an approach that seeks to
ensure the safety of Victorians in relation to the issue of liquid nicotine used for vaping but also the
broader issue of e-cigarettes in general. But I thank the member for his interest in these matters, and I
am certainly very happy to continue to have some dialogue with him about these issues. I am sure we
will over coming years. But I am very happy to sit down and have a discussion about these matters.
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (12:46): I thank the minister for her answer. The
growing scientific evidence for the benefits of vaping merely supports the experience of the vaping
community themselves, who consistently report of improvements to their health and wellbeing. Will
the minister commit to meeting with representatives from the vaping community to hear about how
vaping has benefited them?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:46): I am sure that over the coming four years I will be meeting with a range of stakeholders to
talk about a broad range of issues. I am certainly happy to have a discussion with the member about
these issues and have a discussion about what those particular points of view might well be and to
provide him with some further briefings in relation to the evidence that my department has.
Can I just say that as someone who actually had a family member die from emphysema I do not have
a lot of sympathy for people who are associated with the tobacco industry. I have zero sympathy for
them. But I am very happy to have a discussion with the member around the issue of vaping
specifically and broader issues around the issue of e-cigarettes.
HEALTH SECTOR WORKFORCE
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:47): My question is to the Minister for Health and
Minister for Ambulance Services. Can the minister please outline to the house what the Andrews
Labor government is doing to support the thousands of doctors, nurses and midwives who are
preparing to start their long and rewarding careers this year in Victoria’s world-class hospitals?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:47): I want to begin by thanking the member for her question and for her specific interest in
Victoria’s health system. I congratulate her on her election and on her wonderful inaugural speech
yesterday, together with our fantastic Government Whip, Ms Stitt, and the other members who I
acknowledged earlier.
I particularly take this opportunity in light of the question that she has asked me to acknowledge the
really important work that she did in her previous role advocating on behalf of the Australian
Nursing & Midwifery Federation. I acknowledge the important advocacy that she and the ANMF have
had in supporting and advocating for better wages and conditions for our nurses in Victoria and
particularly for their support of our nurse-patient ratios. I am sure she would be very excited by the
fact that we did prioritise a specific piece of legislation to strengthen our nurse-patient ratios. It was
the first bill to be introduced into this Parliament, and it will be debated in our chamber shortly.
We are on this side of the house very proud of the fact that we do support our nurses and midwives
and that we are seeking to strengthen our nurse-patient ratios further. With the investment that we will
make we will see a new round of ratio changes that will see the total number of new nurses and
midwives in Victoria enhanced by a further 1100 following this legislation and further changes that
we will make.
We are not only supporting our current workforce, however; we are also supporting our future
workforce. I was just so pleased recently to announce that around 810 interns and 2500 nurses and
midwife graduates will start their careers in Victoria’s public health system this year. That is a fantastic
number. I talked yesterday about how I believe there is no greater calling for an individual than in fact
to work in our health system, whether it is as a nurse or a midwife or a doctor or a paramedic or others
working in our broader public health system. There is no greater calling than saving people’s lives,
and I acknowledge the dedication and the commitment of these individuals—the commitment they
make every day. I acknowledge that others also acknowledged in their own speeches the very fine
work that they do.
We are committed to supporting this workforce because they do perform such a critically important
role. We are going to deliver on our commitment to create a $50 million Nursing and Midwifery
Workforce Development Fund, which will expand the existing registered nurse and midwife graduate
program and establish a graduate program for enrolled nurses for the first time. We will employ
400 enrolled nurses over the next four years, with 100 of these positions to be available to TAFE
graduates from next year. I note that Minister Tierney has done fantastic work to make sure that more
Victorians can get into a diploma of nursing for free through our new investment. Minister Tierney
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has talked about how more and more Victorians are taking up these opportunities, and we have had a
huge influx of young people taking up the diploma of nursing. That is fantastic.
We are also going to fund 400 postgraduate scholarships for current nurses and midwives to upgrade
their skills, 400 places in our postgraduate midwifery employment program and refresher programs
for 800 nurses and midwives currently registered but not practising so they can re-enter the workforce.
We are also going to provide $10 million for grant scholarships, graduate jobs and refreshers for
regional students and current nurses and midwives. We are doing a range of things to make sure that
people can come into our public health system and have rewarding careers and give them those further
opportunities for further study and specialisation as well, and I thank the member for her interest.
Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitan) (12:52): How many of these doctors, nurses and
midwives will be based at rural and regional hospitals and health services, and what more is the
government doing to encourage young Victorians to follow this rewarding career pathway?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(12:52): I thank the member for her supplementary question. Our government believes that every
Victorian deserves the best standard of health care no matter where they live, and we will continue to
invest in regional health services to make sure that regional Victorians can access high-quality care
and facilities closer to home. I was so proud, as part of welcoming these new interns and new nurses
and midwives starting at the start of this year, that of those 810 medical interns, 290 of them will be
based at rural and regional hospitals. Of course we need to continue to see investment from the federal
government, who have primary responsibility for primary care, to make sure that we have got GPs in
our regional communities as well, but we are also taking steps in relation to these issues. We have got
investment in the rural community intern training program to provide community GP placements in
rural settings, to provide positions in the rural generalist and advanced procedural skills program and
to provide GP trainees with support as well. (Time expired)
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (12:53): I thank Minister Symes for her offer to supply Ms Bath with written
responses as per the standing orders on both her questions. I would also ask Minister Symes if she
could supply Mr Hayes with a written response. I do very much appreciate the offer for a briefing and
also for the minister to be personally at that briefing, but I do not think it acquits the standing orders.
Ms Symes: On a point of order, President, I am just seeking your advice. There are probably about
three ministers that would provide relevant information to that particular question, so I am just seeking
your advice as to whether you would welcome further written advice from me which leads to a briefing
that includes some resources from other ministers’ offices, or would you like me to consult with other
ministers on the written response?
The PRESIDENT: No, I would just like you to consult as far as your responsibility goes in your
ministry. Otherwise we could be setting a—
Ms Shing: Tricky path.
The PRESIDENT: A bit of a tricky path; thank you, Ms Shing. But I really appreciate you trying
to fulsomely respond to Mr Hayes and I am sure he does as well, so if you could supply a written
response. And I would also ask you, Ms Mikakos, if you could, to supply a written response to
Ms Patten’s substantive question, please.
Mr Atkinson: On a point of order, President, on the whole question posed by Mr Hayes, I think
there is quite a bit of interest in that, and if Mr Hayes was agreeable and the minister was agreeable I
wonder if the briefing might be extended to other members of Parliament who might well be interested
in that issue. I for one would be interested, certainly, in attending such a briefing, but obviously I accept
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that Mr Hayes has posed the question and it would be whether or not he was prepared and the minister
was prepared to allow that to happen.
The PRESIDENT: I will respond to Mr Atkinson first. I am not too sure if that is a point of order,
Mr Atkinson, but obviously it is a conversation that could be had offline with Mr Hayes and the minister,
and I am sure people will be accommodated. Mr Hayes, do you want to speak on that point of order?
Mr Hayes: Thank you, President. Yes, I would be very happy if other members of Parliament were
invited to a briefing about the issue, and I would also appreciate a written response from the
government about my question. Thank you.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (12:56): There are 19 written
responses to questions on notice: 33, 43–56, 60–3.
Sitting suspended 12.57 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.
Constituency questions
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (14:04): My constituency question is to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. Over the Christmas-New Year period there was an outbreak of further gang
violence in Melbourne’s west. Of particular concern was the assault by a gang at Wyndham Vale
railway station, witnessed by two PSOs, who were totally outnumbered and from all reports chose to
do nothing in that particular instance. Police command later said they followed correct procedure. This
clearly provided no protection for the victims but also raises the issue of the safety of PSOs in a
situation like this. Does the minister have any plan to protect PSOs on railway stations in Melbourne’s
west from gangs in similar circumstances?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (14:05): My constituency question is for the Treasurer. In March
2018 the Andrews government granted hundreds of thousands of dollars to steel manufacturer
Steelvision, supposedly creating 53 jobs in Morwell. In April the company was ordered by the State
Revenue Office to pay over $135 000 in unpaid payroll taxes. In under a year there has been Supreme
Court action to liquidate the company. Frustrated local businesses are owed hundreds of thousands of
dollars for unpaid work, goods and services. Contractors and subcontractors viewed the government’s
grant as a sign of confidence in the company. The Treasurer, Tim Pallas, told the Latrobe Valley
Express on 13 September that, and I quote:
The government was aware that the company was encountering difficulties and we’ve been aware of that for
some time.

My constituency question is: when did the Treasurer learn of Steelvision’s difficulties and why did the
government still proceed with the grant process, knowing that this would be a poor investment of
public funds that would end up costing local Latrobe Valley businesses?
SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:06): My constituency question is to the
Minister for Roads, and it relates to Springvale junction, which is one of the most complex
intersections in Australia. It has one of the highest collision rates and indeed has also incurred a number
of fatalities. In 2015 the government undertook a consultation examining a number of treatments that
could be introduced at Springvale junction to improve traffic flow and to separate a number of the
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multiple directions of traffic which flow into that junction, and it produced a community consultation
summary report in July 2016. Since then—almost three years—no action has taken place. My
constituency question to the minister is: given the government has undertaken this consultation and
canvassed all these options of possible treatments to that intersection, will the government now
actually implement some?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (14:07): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Health. It relates to International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day, which is recognised
in various jurisdictions on 15 October each year. As many members will recall, this house debated a
motion to recognise this important day. The City of Boroondara recognised the day in October 2017,
and I would like to place on record my thanks to Cr Felicity Sinfield and the Boroondara council for
hosting an event at that time and also an event last year, which I had the pleasure of MC’ing.
I know Ms Pulford, who attended that event, was moved by the story of Anne-Maree Polimeni. AnneMaree and her husband, Alan Wilson, have been lobbying the government for well over two years to
recognise this important date. Ms Polimeni wrote to the previous Minister for Health, Ms Hennessy,
and has written to the current health minister on two separate occasions requesting that they officially
sign off on the motion which was passed in this house. This was a motion brought to the house by the
coalition and one that was unanimously supported and passed. It is an important matter that affects
thousands of Victorians and their families. It is not a difficult thing to do, so I ask: when will the
government commit to recognising International Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day?
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14:08): My constituency
question is for the Minister for Local Government and concerns a lack of communication and
consultation with impacted local residents in and around Fawkner Park and the users of Fawkner Park.
The City of Melbourne is the committee of management, and it is setting about a proposed new
Fawkner Park management plan. There are a series of issues, not least the Pasley Street North entrance
and the so-called improvements—an Orwellian name if ever I heard one, given that it is a much larger
operation that will change the management plan and actually allow the installation of a large sporting
facility, which will be fully paved, in the middle of Fawkner Park.
This is a magnificent park, one of our great heritage parks, that deserves to be protected. There has not
been consultation, and the community will need to act quickly to ensure that Heritage Victoria hear
exactly what they think about these proposals to trash or to weaken the longstanding environmental
and heritage values of Fawkner Park. So I say to the community: please get active. I note that a number
of local people have been very active in ensuring that some points are made. I think the City of
Melbourne needs to listen, Heritage Victoria needs to listen and Daniel Andrews and his government
need to listen.
Motions
ENERGY SUPPLY
Debate resumed.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (14:09): I might wait to have the clock reinstated. I look forward to
perhaps minimising the aural damage that might otherwise be sustained if I continue to the conclusion
of the allotted time that I have.
Going back to the substance of where I was before question time commenced, the investment that this
government has made in renewables is very much about providing certainty of supply. It is very much
about providing a significant and positive return on the investment and the investment attraction for
the renewables energy sector. It is very much about embracing new and emerging technology as it
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relates to not just capture but also storage of energy, and that is as evidenced by the battery storage
funding and the rebates that are available as part of Solar Homes. But it is also about making sure that
we have a multifaceted approach to dealing with the mix of energy sources and resources that underpin
providing energy supply now and into the future.
To go back to where I started and where I intend also to conclude, the events that occurred with the
unseasonably warm weather were difficult for many people. They involved extensive inconvenience
and discomfort for many people. The Premier, ministers, agencies, organisations, departments and
communities worked across the board, across the state, to make sure that as far as possible people were
aware in advance of the incoming front from South Australia and the impact that it would have on
ambient temperatures in Victoria. To say anything else is in fact misleading, it is scaremongering and
it defeats the purpose of a motion like this one, which seeks to understand the basis for the
inconvenience, the discomfort and, in a number of cases, the distress that occurred during that
unseasonable weather.
Let us be very, very clear about the work that is going on now and which will continue to go on under
this government. We have received a mandate to invest in renewable infrastructure—in programs and
opportunities for households, businesses and industries to benefit from this technology. We intend to
continue along this path. We intend to continue to deliver on the reforms that will see a satisfaction of
the renewable energy target objectives that were set out by the Andrews Labor government prior to
our re-election—those objectives which were opposed by the coalition. We will continue to work
toward making sure, as our population grows and as our cities, our regional centres, our towns and our
settlements continue to rely upon consistent and stable energy resources and availability, that we use
whatever means are available to us to do this. We will continue to make sure that we are part of the
global dialogue on how best to make use of the resources that we have.
We will also continue to work with industry and to work with the independent regulator, the Australian
Energy Market Operator, to make sure that we are encouraging private operators within the matrix of
the Victorian part of the grid to make the best use possible of coal-fired power generation and
transmission infrastructure that they have; to make sure that they communicate in the best possible
way with affected communities in relation to the distribution and supply of that resource; and to make
sure that they meet their obligations around social licence and around the importance of making sure
that industries, including those in transition, are managed in the best possible way from a best practice
perspective.
Transition and development are not easy concepts to implement. It is very easy to describe problems.
It is very easy to catcall on shortcomings and on deficits and on mistakes and on areas for
improvement. What is harder, and what this government is absolutely determined to do, is to make the
necessary investments—not just within the state, not just as part of a national grid, but as part of an
international community—to make sure that we are not falling behind in the context and the content
of energy distribution and transmission, not just in relation to the way in which we generate power but
in relation to the way in which households can have a greater level of autonomy over their access to
supply and their certainty of supply.
On that basis, and given the way in which earlier contributions have been set out, it is unlikely, I can
imagine, that we will hear any common ground between the government benches and those of the
coalition today not just in relation to the importance of renewables, not just in relation to the
importance of that hard work which underpins certainty of supply, but also in relation to the politics
of the situation. While those opposite guffaw and reject the premise of walking into Parliament with a
lot of black coal, I urge them also to talk proactively with their current federal counterparts about the
mess occasioned by the national pricing strategy and policy settings—a framework which has come
under intense and negative scrutiny for many years now for its failure to deliver not just for Victorians
but for all of Australia—so that this issue can be dealt with in a way that meets the needs and the
expectations of people who have elected them to these roles.

MOTIONS
180

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 6 February 2019

On that basis, the government does not accept the premise of the motion and does not accept the basis
that has been claimed by the opposition to be a starting point for constructive and collaborative
dialogue about how not just to describe problems but to prevent them from occurring and to propose
and implement solutions. We will continue with the path that we have set for renewable energy—for
a good, constructive, good-faith and commercially viable dialogue with industry and the federal
regulator. I look forward to hearing that the consensus and the broad mandate provided by Victorians
continues now and into the future as the social, economic and primary resource benefits continue to
flow to Victorians all over the state.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (14:16): Deputy President, I did not have time in my constituency
question to congratulate you on your position, but now with a little bit of extra time I would like to
congratulate you. I look forward to you overseeing our house in a fair and reasonable manner. It is
often a very common status that if an argument has to be put where the government of the day reaches
back into the bowels of history, back more than 20 years, to complain and to point the bone at current
situations, at current understandings, at current burdens, if they reach back to a point where there is a
previous government, where there is a privatisation that was initiated and that began—which they have
amnesia about—under the Kirner government—
Ms Crozier: Selective memory.
Ms BATH: Yes, they absolutely have selective understanding. They push their hands back through
the bowels of history in order to justify the position they hold today. What we know in truth is that
Labor has been in government in some form in the state of Victoria for 16 years, give or take, out of
the last 20. So anything that is experienced today and indeed has been experienced in the last four
years under this regime should be and must be put at the feet of the Labor government. Indeed what
we know is that the former Bracks and Brumby governments talked about a phased and staged closure
of the Hazelwood power station.
Ms Crozier: Sensible.
Ms BATH: Correct. What we know is that the current government in the budget for 2016–17
loaded the energy companies with a $252 million tax—a coal royalties tax. It was not only that, but
the Hazelwood generators were in the vicinity of $88 million.
Ms Shing interjected.
Ms BATH: It was a choice of that company, yes, but the government loaded their pockets full of
heavy, heavy metal—we will even say heavy coal—pushed them to the end of the gangplank and
pushed them over. So any commentary about, ‘It’s not our fault, people’, is actually a load of rubbish.
What we also know is that the Premier said on 16 November:
Any increase would cause pressure on household budgets. I acknowledge that. But the numbers are more
likely to be in the order of 4 per cent or 85 cents a week.

Now we know—and St Vincent de Paul notes—that in actual fact there has been an average increase
of over $300 a year for family household budgets, and we know anecdotally from the people that come
into our offices, particularly mine in Eastern Victoria Region, about the pressure this puts on families
and businesses that are being crippled under this regime.
It is very disappointing that the Australian Energy Market Operator, AEMO, actually predicted that
this would occur post Hazelwood. There is a document out called the Energy Supply Outlook for
Eastern and South-Eastern Australia, and it states:
While the reliability standard is expected to be met under the base case conditions—

by that I am assuming it is normal weather conditions and normal usage—
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… there remains a risk of supply shortfalls occurring in South Australia and Victoria over the next two years
which could result in load shedding, especially during extreme conditions.

So AEMO had already predicted this was going to happen because there is not that reliability and
capacity in the system, and we have seen it borne out as a result of the very hot day—an extremely hot
day—on 25 January. But we also had Minister D’Ambrosio back on that Friday morning state—and
it is in our motion before us today—that:
We shouldn’t be talking about blackouts at all. Blackouts are something that will absolutely not be a feature
of today, or a possibility.

Well, guess what? Statement is one thing, reality is another. We know that there were people—and I
find it quite ironic and I feel for those people—down at Traralgon who could look out the front door
and look across to see a power industry that had powered this state consistently for almost the last
90 years which was then unable to cope. It was not just that power station but the whole energy system
coping with the heat and the crisis of that day. Indeed the power went out in Swinburne Crescent,
Traralgon. It must have been very ironic for those people to know that they were sweltering in their
dark homes without air conditioning when this was occurring.
The other point that the government has raised is all around the capacity and the increase in
renewables. All of us I am sure agree that renewables are a great way to go. They are part of the future,
and they offer very good consistency in a very blended energy mix. That is on the table, but what we
know is that on that day the renewable energy system did not have the capacity to sustain this. What
we saw was that on that Friday when there was a meltdown there was only 14.3 per cent of the state’s
power being powered by solar and wind.
We also know that the government has this agenda of a renewable energy target. That renewable
energy target at present is around 15 per cent. That is what their capacity can hold. In 11 short years
we are supposed to endure 50 per cent of renewables, so what we are going to see is that 25 January
2019 was not an anomaly; we are going to see it as a regular occurrence. It is going to be the new
norm. It is fair and reasonable for people to enable themselves as much as they can to fortify
themselves against power bills that we know are spiralling out of control, but people who are renting
and people who are struggling cannot necessarily put a solar panel on their roof. They are not able to
cope with this, and in the 21st century in a First World country we should be able to dispatch safe,
reliable, consistent power—and we are not seeing it.
I also often take great offence when people start to bag the coal-fired power stations that have supplied
our state and the nation consistently for a long time. Indeed when the other day occurred and Loy
Yang A was out of action—when one of the units was out of action—the view was that it was a hot
day so they could not cope. That is not accurate, and indeed Loy Yang had a very small fault that was
not picked up. That blew out and the system had to be shut down for safe repair and renewal, but that
system is operating at its maximum and still can while there is a burden on the electricity system.
This government does not care about young families; it does not care about small businesses. We have
seen our power prices skyrocket and skyrocket, and I have had people come into my office
complaining about the fact that their electricity in their small businesses has gone up by 50 or 60 per
cent. Even if they are on a buying scheme, that is a huge burden to carry. We have seen local
manufacturing businesses whose electricity bills have gone up by 150 per cent since the closure of the
Hazelwood power station. So what we are seeing is a burden being put on these small and mediumsized businesses, and these are the employers of our rural towns. It just defies logic that the government
will pump up their own tyres while putting pressure on the major contributors to economic activity in
our small towns in country Victoria.
I will be brief because I know there is a lot of discussion going on and we want to get through this to
a vote, but I find it ironic that the government again beats their chest and high-fives in relation to the
solar panel installations. They talk about how it is going to be across 7000, or however many it was,
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homes and properties, but what we also want to know is: where are they available? I have some small
solar panel and solar installation companies in my electorate in Eastern Victoria Region in Gippsland
that are actually being crushed by this at the moment because people are delaying and waiting to see
if those businesses will be able to offer the subsidies and the grants. These businesses are having to
stockpile their panels and the like waiting, and there has been no communication so far. I raised this
in a constituency question at the start of the 59th Parliament, and I am still waiting for the answer. So
while it might be good for some, is it being thought of, is it being sent to, is it available to members of
the community in rural and regional Victoria? I would like to hear, ‘Yes’, but I am very fearful that
this city-centric government will say, ‘No’—but it sounds good in a press release. I will finish up there.
It is very disappointing to know that communities across Victoria are suffering and that these blackouts
are causing not only personal suffering for people but also economic suffering. I commend Mr Finn
for bringing this to the attention of the house. I do not want this to be the norm, but I am very fearful
that we are going to have to get used to this if the Labor government continues on its agenda of poor
planning and poor policy.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (14:27): While I fear that the opposition is playing politics
with this motion and trying to create fear and engage in scaremongering about Victoria’s energy supply
with this motion, this debate is indeed a critical one for our state, but not for the reasons that either the
opposition or the government have outlined. One side of this house refuses to see that climate change
is a threat, and the other side claims that climate change is real but is a government that is happy to
keep burning fossil fuels and continue to contribute to the problem.
If you are worried about recent power outages, you cannot look past the fact that it was our ageing
coal-fired power stations that failed during the recent blackouts and it was renewables that held the
grid together during those outages. Two of Victoria’s three coal-fired power stations failed; both the
Yallourn power station and the Loy Yang A station in Victoria’s Latrobe Valley were operating below
normal output. The hot weather further reduced the efficiency of the generation that was online, which
reduced the available supply of electricity. Coal’s failure stripped 1800 megawatts of capacity from
the system.
Despite what the other side of the house like to say, it was our renewables that were reliable during
the heatwave and power outages. Solar came through on the heatwave days, and we had peak solar
generation when we needed it most. On Wednesday, 23 January, solar reduced peak demand across
the national energy market states by over 2700 megawatts—more than the energy generated by an
entirely fully operational Liddell power plant. On Friday, 25 January, rooftop solar reduced peak
demand by 900 megawatts in Victoria. The answer to future power outages is not building more coalfired power stations or increasing how much coal we burn; it is increasing our investment in
renewables—solar—to help provide energy and home battery storage. We must reduce our reliance
on fossil fuels so that the outage-inducing heatwaves do not become the norm in summer months.
The Greens remained very concerned because the government does not have a plan. Energy minister
Lily D’Ambrosio said that the state has a 20th-century energy system for a 21st-century climate, but
this government is not doing enough to bring our system into the 21st century. This government
maintains its dependence on coal and continues to say, as we have heard today, that coal still has a
role. It is extending coal licences and giving tens of millions of dollars to so-called clean coal, but we
can clearly see that coal is failing. It is causing blackouts, and it is causing climate change.
What more evidence do Labor and the Liberals need that we need to get out of coal? Our planet is in
peril, our climate is changing faster than had been originally predicted by scientists across this world
and we are losing our coral reefs, our biodiversity and our wildlife at an irreversible pace. Young
people are striking across the world about their future. People are scared about what the future will
hold, and they want people like us, in positions like this that have the capacity to create change, to do
something now.
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If the opposition was really concerned about power outages, it would dig its head out of the sand and
commit to helping this Parliament, in this term, work towards accelerating our renewable energy
target. We should be moving towards 100 per cent renewable energy by 2030. Coal has failed us and
is failing us, and we should not get up here and pointscore on an issue that is of utmost concern to this
entire globe—to the point where people are protesting in alarm at a level which we have never seen
before. People are changing the voting intentions that they have had for years, because people like the
Liberal-National opposition refuse to take in the facts and consider the reality that we are facing.
Instead of pointscoring motions like this, wasting the precious time of this powerful place, we should
be focusing on what we can do together to solve the problems that all Victorians face. That is a
responsibility that each and every one has here. At the start of this new Parliament I implore everyone
here, particularly those in the opposition, to stop wasting our time, stop political pointscoring on these
types of motions and tackle the real problems that Victorians want us to tackle, that they went to the
ballot box and voted so convincingly for. It is time that we take action. Listen to all Victorians, take
action on climate change and turn away from coal and fossil fuel burning.
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (14:32): Thank you, Deputy President, and I take the opportunity to
congratulate you on your appointment to your new role. I am pleased to have the opportunity to join
this debate and discussion in the Legislative Council today initiated by the new Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Davis. I have listened to much of the debate that we have had today, and it is little
wonder that schoolchildren are despairing about our national political leaders’ ability to settle on a
consistent path forward in supporting this nation’s transition from energy sources that have served us
exceptionally well for very many decades to those that will be absolutely essential for us in the future.
I note that Mr Atkinson acknowledged that climate change is real and said that he accepts the science,
but I know that there are very different views—
Mr Finn: It has been going on for a long, long time—thousands of years.
Ms PULFORD: I take up Mr Finn’s interjection. I know that he thinks that some of the nation’s
most eminent climate scientists are not much chop at all, and that is very polite paraphrasing.
Conversely our Greens member in this place, Dr Ratnam, has said we need to be fully transitioned to
renewable energy by 2030. The view that the government takes is that there needs to be a consistent
and determined pathway that we all travel on together, that industry supports and is involved in, that
gets us from where we have been to where we are inevitably going and does so in a way that manages
the risks associated with instability in the system and the consequences. Mr Davis’s motion, I suppose,
goes to the heart of the impacts that people in the Victorian community experienced when a couple of
hundred thousand homes were affected by blackouts. I think Mr Somyurek has also reflected on this
in answers to questions in the house this week. Any interruption to the power supply is of course
completely undesirable. It has all manner of consequences for people. It might be as simple as having
to throw much-needed food out of the fridge, or for other people it might be the anxiety that that can
give if there are important bits of medical equipment in the home. And of course it has consequences
for businesses and interruption to supply. We absolutely accept and acknowledge that stability is
incredibly important and that our government, working with the commonwealth government and the
national energy market regulator, has an important job to do to ensure that there is stability in the
network and that when people flick on the lights they can be confident that they are going to do what
they usually do and that the lights will come on—and every other analogy you might ever like.
Our political opponents are kind of caught in this weird time warp when it comes to energy policy,
and I guess a lot of this is derived from the national debate, which has not served Australia well. I say
this as a member representing Western Victoria, where the investment pipeline for renewable energy
has been turned on and off and on and off with the ebb and flow of the debate nationally. People like
Steve Garner from Keppel Prince Engineering in Portland have described this far more eloquently
than I can and with much more direct firsthand experience. When the governments of the day, state
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and federal, send a clear signal to the market that we want renewable energy investment, it happens
enthusiastically and it happens fast. When governments are sending the alternate signal, you wind up
with a real suppression in investment activity and the consequential job losses.
Last year, when I was Minister for Regional Development, I found myself in a lot of conversations
with people, particularly through northern Victoria, about the enormous interest that had sprung up
from the private sector because all of the signals were right and the doors were open to investors in
renewable energy. We had rural communities, particularly through northern Victoria but also in other
parts of the state as well, that had more development proposals than they could take a stick to. This
was particularly around solar. The Minister for Planning had to make some interventions around some
types of developments, and we had to work pretty fast and furiously to put in place some measures
that would enable the planning rules and guidelines to catch up with this fast and furious appetite for
investment in solar energy.
It reminded me of my first year or two representing Western Victoria, where much the same was going
on with wind energy. In communities in and around Portland, Port Fairy and Mortlake, some of the
areas where we have some of Victoria’s first wind farms but also some of Victoria’s biggest wind
farms, we had the same thing—this huge appetite for investment but communities perhaps not quite
ready or local councils not quite equipped to deal with the huge influx of really, really complex
planning approvals that would occur. It felt to me like that was repeating itself a little bit with solar
last year.
What our government has sought to do from day one is to send a really, really clear signal to the market
that we want to support the growth of renewable energy generation in Victoria. We believe that it is
the way of the future. We absolutely, to a person in our government, believe the climate scientists that
climate change is real and that we all have a responsibility to do something about that. We are also
economic realists. We have noticed the obvious, which I think is sometimes lost on our political
opponents, which is that in Victoria—in Australia and around the world—the appetite for investing in
older forms of less clean energy has diminished dramatically.
There were interjections earlier in the day suggesting that our government had made a decision to shut
down Hazelwood. Nothing could be further from the truth. I do not know if members of the Liberal
Party tell themselves this because they want to be friends with Scott Morrison or if they tell themselves
this because they actually believe it, but that decision was made in a boardroom in Paris by a company
that, like a whole lot of other companies in the world, is divesting itself of its interests in these kinds
of coal-fired energy generators. I am old enough to remember back when the Liberal Party kind of
cared about market economics, and the market is much more interested in renewable energy.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms PULFORD: Do you really believe that was a factor? Do you really discount completely the
statements from the company, the obvious financing—
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms PULFORD: Do you really believe that? That is quite extraordinary. The communities of
Gippsland and the Latrobe Valley in particular have long argued for a greater share of the royalties,
which are, in the scheme of the level of investment that is involved in creating a false future and life,
very modest.
Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms PULFORD: You know for a fact that that is not true, and if you do not then you should
familiarise yourself with the facts, Ms Crozier. You would have thought that a result like what we had
in November might have encouraged Liberal Party members to think about evidence-based policy and
the business of facts in public discourse. But anyway, I know there are lots of other people who want
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to speak on this and there will be lots of climate-change-denying activity and lots of people who reckon
they know what was in the thinking of the executives at Engie, who not by any coincidence at all have
made a decision globally to divest their interests in coal generation.
I just wanted to say that what our government is doing is providing very clear signals to the market
around the importance of investing in renewable energy and that it is something that is desired by the
Victorian community and supported by the Victorian government. There are a whole lot of different
things that my colleague Lily D’Ambrosio in particular has been leading for our government and for
our state—solar hot water rebates, zero-interest loans for solar installation in homes, rebates for solar
batteries and solar in homes for renters. Initially the policy was around home owners, but we did not
want to exclude renters from the benefits, because of course lots of people are in long-term renting
arrangements.
If I could also respond briefly on some of the measures put in place both before and after the quite
extraordinary weather we had a week ago—and the summer before and the summer before and that
we will have for the rest of this summer and next summer no doubt. The government works with the
industry and the Australian Energy Market Operator, AEMO, to ensure generation capacity is
available and is online ready for when demand peaks. Back in August—so when we were thinking
more about our heaters than our air-conditioners—the minister wrote to Victoria’s generation and
transmission network businesses to seek assurances that their known and required maintenance would
be completed ahead of the summer period and that every step that could be taken was taken by these
private companies to be part of the solution in terms of making sure that we had the energy needed
when we needed it. Given the costs and disruption caused to Victorians by these recent events, the
minister has again contacted the owners of the coal-fired power generators and requested that they
ensure these supply issues are managed more effectively in the future.
I do not want to labour the point about all the stuff that people were told when the energy generators
were privatised. I think that is all very much on the public record. People were told that it would be
awesome and prices would go down; they went up. Prices are thankfully now stabilising, and we
really, really look forward to them reducing.
As for our renewable energy work, it is yielding results. AEMO have forecast, based on our current
projects in the pipeline and underway, that there will be an additional almost 1800 megawatts available
for the 2019–20 summer.
This is a difficult issue; this is a difficult transition. Really I think it is incumbent upon all of us to have
an evidence-based and a fact-based discourse about how we get from the energy generation that has
served Victoria incredibly well for decades—that continues to provide an absolutely essential source
of baseload power for the state—to ultimately where the market is taking us and where, as Dr Ratnam
pointed out, the schoolchildren are taking us. Certainly as the Victorian government we are determined
to play our part and ensure that the community, industry and investors are each supported—and I guess
all energy consumers—to play their part in this really important transition that is going to be essential
for us in doing our part in what is a global challenge. We are certainly getting the erratic weather; we
are getting that every week at the moment. It is incumbent on all of us to take this seriously, to put
aside the really partisan stuff and to just get on with the job.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (14:47): I am pleased to be able to rise and speak to the
motion that we are debating this afternoon, because I think in the contributions of Ms Pulford and
others there was very much support for the minister, and even in Ms Pulford’s contribution she was
talking about giving clear signals to market operators and the economy. Well, clearly what this motion
is talking about are the clear signals that the minister was sending to the Victorian community. That is
the whole point of this motion, because as it states, it was on 24 January that the minister on 3AW
said, and I quote, ‘we are absolutely confident’ that the state’s power supplies would hold up during
the hot weather on that day and on 25 January.
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It was well known; the Bureau of Meteorology had been putting out forecasts about that hot weather
event or those days that were going to have hot weather events. In fact even on the Wednesday
beforehand the Australian Energy Market Operator had also indicated that there were going to be some
issues around power. They had also warned, back in August I think it was—yes, 24 August, in an
article—that there was a one-in-three chance of power failure in Victoria this summer. Well, the
warning signs were coming from everywhere. The minister went out there and said with utmost
confidence to the community that there were going to be no blackouts—in fact she was calling them
brownouts, but when the power goes out, the power goes out; it is a blackout. It went out across the
state. It went out in various areas. Interestingly it did not go out in certain areas. I was thinking to
myself, ‘Well, the tennis is still going’—the Australian Open, that wonderful event that we have. In
very hot circumstances that was still able to take place, but in my area of Southern Metropolitan Region
there were a number of outages that took place—in Southbank, Armadale, Toorak, Camberwell,
Caulfield, Elwood, Burwood, Bentleigh, Balaclava, Malvern, Balwyn and Surrey Hills, to name a few.
In terms of what people were saying, they were saying that they were severely impacted. I have spoken
to businesses who have said to me, ‘If we had known, then we could have planned’. I spoke to a very
large manufacturer of food who requires significant refrigeration. When the power blacks out like that,
they cannot just flick a switch and it all comes back on. They have to get somebody else to come out
and wire it up and do whatever they need to do to get that refrigeration system operating again, at a
cost of $250. Those workers had to go home. There was uncertainty about how long it was going to
last; their operation could not go ahead. That was a significant impact on that business. Again it
happened last Thursday night when the storm hit. Again their power went out and somebody had to
come out again and switch it back on at a cost of $250. There are numerous articles and examples
from businesses right across my region, whether it is from cafes or food operators, who have said, ‘We
had no choice but to throw out that food’. And yes, it is an inconvenience.
The other issue is the effect on the vulnerable—the elderly and the very young. As we know, heat
stress and dehydration can kill. It can have enormous impacts on the elderly. Again, in my area of
Southern Metropolitan Region—I raised this matter with the minister in the adjournment debate last
night—Chandra Ojha, who is known to me, was under huge distress. He and his wife only wanted a
bit of warning to understand that there was possibly going to be a blackout. But the point is the minister
had gone out and given that commitment to the community—that clear signal and commitment—that
there would not be any blackouts. The community thought that they would be able to withstand that
hot weather—their air conditioners were going to be okay and their refrigeration and their businesses
were going to be able to run. That is the problem. That is the point of this motion, that the minister has
actually misled the Victorian community and clearly needs to be called out on it. Why did she give
that commitment when everybody else was saying, ‘There is a one-in-three chance that there will be
blackouts this summer.’? The Bureau of Meteorology and others were saying, ‘It is going to be a
dangerous day’.
We knew that the supply of energy was going to be compromised with the closure of Hazelwood,
because that had a capacity of around 1200 megawatts. Whether you go to the debate that Dr Ratnam
or Ms Shing or Ms Pulford were having about climate change or not, you can argue one way or the
other. I grew up on a farm where we had a solar panel in the 1980s. That would provide our hot water,
so we were utilising the sun through a solar panel in the 1980s. It is not as if I am against renewable
energy or how our productive natural resources can assist us. We had windmills. When the wind blew,
the mill would go around and pump the water from the dams. That is what happened. We were utilising
those natural resources. So when the government and the Greens and others say that the opposition
has no clue about understanding how renewable energies work or that we are dinosaurs, that could not
be further from the truth. My own experience, as I have just explained, back in the 1980s—
Mr Gepp interjected.
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Ms CROZIER: The 1980s, Mr Gepp—a solar panel. My father was very forward thinking. He
knew we did not have enough supply, and the diesel generator would come on when we did not have
a connection to the powerlines. Supply and demand—it is pretty basic. This Victorian community in
the last few years have seen what this government has done. It has taken out a huge amount of supply
through the unfortunate closure of Hazelwood, and that has left Victoria very exposed. That is the
clear message that was being sent, and that will be argued about, but the facts are the Victorian
community are suffering because we do not have that ability to generate the power to cope with this.
The minister herself has said, ‘We’ve got a 20th century system working in the 21st century’. Well, it
is 2019. We have been in the 21st century for 19 years. There has been a Labor government in this
state for 15 of those last 19 years. If it was so dire, what the hell have you been doing in the
21st century? That is what I would ask Labor governments, because that is the point. You come in
here now and say, ‘This is dire,’ but you have been in power for all that time. You keep harking back
and blaming Jeff Kennett, for goodness sake, who had no option but to do what he did, which was to
save the state from the failed Labor government administration of the Cain-Kirner years. If we are
harking back that long, let us put the facts on the table about what was actually happening, rather than
all this rhetoric and carry-on from government members who think they know best. Their arrogance
and ignorance in this is extraordinary.
It is telling that even the minister in question time today refused to say who had advised her to say that
there would be no blackouts. Why wouldn’t she just tell the house? Why was she so sure there would
be no blackouts, because the warnings were there? A huge quantity of our energy supply is not there
anymore. If you look at the graphs, and I may have this slightly wrong, but from my reading there was
2 per cent of solar that kicked in on 25 January and 3 per cent of wind, so 5 per cent of renewable
energy kicked in on 25 January. That is fine, but it is only 5 per cent.
What we have been saying is that we need a sensible transition. If you listen to the debate and if you
listen to what our side of politics is saying, there is a broad view in relation to whether climate change is
real or not. Nobody is denying that. We all know that the climate changes. It has been changing for eons,
since the planet was established, for heaven’s sake. We know that. We had water in the middle of
Australia at one point. Our continent has changed over millennia. We know that. If you look at history—
Mrs McArthur: Greenland used to be green.
Ms CROZIER: Greenland used to be green. So nobody is denying that climate is changing. What
we have got to do is really have that reliable secure source for Victoria. As the minister rightly said,
we are in the 21st century, so we do not need to be living like a Third World country. She is absolutely
right—we are in the 21st century—but the government, with their ideological push, because the
Greens were breathing down their necks and were a real threat, have got on the old Greens bus and
away they have run with this. This is the reality of what the Victorian community is facing. So those
Victorians, those elderly Victorians, those vulnerable Victorians, rightly thought—there were
hundreds of thousands of people affected—‘The government is reassuring us’. They had the minister
saying this. So again this mission goes to the point of that clear signal or clear statement that the
minister made, which was false. I do not think the community has the confidence in the minister
anymore because she was absolutely adamant—
Mr Finn: Because she’s a dill.
Ms CROZIER: She was so adamant, Mr Finn, in relation to assuring the community, and she
failed them spectacularly. There are people who just said, ‘If we had warning we could have been
better prepared; we could have saved that food’, or ‘We could have put in contingency plans to enable
our business to operate’.
On that day I was travelling to Hamilton, so I was listening to the radio the whole day. There were
workers who had gone off by 9 o’clock because they knew it was going to be hot. They do not work
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over 35 degrees or 30 degrees—or whatever it is. They had gone. So they knew it was going to be hot.
Why on earth did the minister go out there time and time again and on 3AW give that assurance to the
Victorian community? The Victorian community has lost confidence in the minister. She has
spectacularly failed in this instance. She had all her excuses. I saw a quote. She quoted that the reason
for it was because of the federal Liberal chaos. Can you believe it—seriously? This woman is
responsible as the minister for energy.
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms CROZIER: Well, the minister is responsible and she owes an explanation to the public about
why or what advice she was given to make such a ridiculous statement that gave false hope to the
community, which has now lost confidence in anything that she might say in the future because it is a
serious concern. We are going to get more hot days. We are going to have a lot of hot days. We are
only in February, and February is invariably very, very hot. I hope the minister will not go out there
and mislead the Victorian community as spectacularly as she did on 24 January.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (15:00): Firstly I would like to reassure Dr Ratnam that the
government does have a plan when it comes to renewable energy. We know the government has
legislated the Victorian renewable energy targets, and I might repeat them just to be very clear about
that. The Victorian renewable energy targets amount to 25 per cent by 2020, 30 per cent by 2025, and
50 per cent by 2030. The fact that they are legislated means that the government is absolutely serious
about this—so serious about it—and that is why we had significant programs which we put out during
the election campaign. I was personally part of the process as well. We got an extremely good response
from the public—so good that in fact the government was voted back into office in such an emphatic
way. We cannot deny this was contributed to by the exceptional renewable energy target and program
that had been put in place.
I know that you can float around with different percentages. You might say 50 per cent or 40 per cent
et cetera, but one thing we know for sure about the Andrews Labor government is that it always
delivers. It delivers. So when we deliver, how do we do that? We do that by making sure we have a
plan and we can cater for that transition appropriately. That is why we do not float around concepts
and percentages that we cannot necessarily deliver upon. It might sound nice—and I do not disagree
with the premise of saying, ‘100 per cent renewables’—but we actually have to be able to deliver on
that. And we want to be able to deliver in a reasonable time frame; hence 50 per cent renewables by
2030 is a reasonable time frame to be able to deliver in a very significant way.
In that sense as well I think when we say 100 per cent or 50 per cent we can underplay the significance
of what a 50 per cent investment in renewables actually means. I know there has already been quite
an extensive discussion by my learned colleagues, so I will not reiterate over and over but will just
remind the house that some of the significant investments include projects which will generate
$1.1 billion of economic investment in regional Victoria and create more than 900 jobs—including
270 apprenticeships and traineeships—such as the Berrybank wind farm at Geelong, the Carwarp solar
farm at Mildura and the Cohuna solar farm north-west of Echuca. These are not petty amounts of solar
energy. When we look at the Berrybank wind farm, for instance, we are looking at 180 megawatts,
just to get the ball rolling.
Interestingly, I know a lot has been said today about this wonderful Hazelwood and there has been
reminiscing about this magical, wonderful producer of energy that had been relied on for so many
years. Indeed it did provide a considerable amount of energy for the state over a considerable amount
of time. However, we know that, with the considerable energy investment in renewable energy by the
Andrews Labor government, in a few short years this government will bring more than twice the
capacity of Hazelwood—that is it: twice the capacity—into our grid. That is not something to be
simply wiped away and overridden. I think we have to stop these silly debates about looking back and
reminiscing about Hazelwood—a tired, old institution, if you like, that really is a relic of the past. We
cannot go back to the 1950s. We are now in 2019, as Ms Crozier also said, and that means we have to
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look forward and we have to invest in the most modern technology—and that includes renewable
energy investment.
I also heard various debates about man-made versus natural changing of the climate. There will always
be natural changing of the climate. When I was studying environmental law it was very much
emphasised that you cannot say all changing of the climate is man-made, but certainly a considerable
component of that is man-made. That is well known. If I had to weigh up between taking the opinion
of a member of the opposition or alternatively taking the advice of climate scientists, because I have
personally—
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: I have personally visited the CSIRO myself, spoken with climate scientists myself
there and inspected the ice that they have extracted from Antarctica. I tell you what: rather than taking
your very unlearned opinion on this subject, I will take the opinion and advice of CSIRO climate
scientists, thank you very much—but each to their own. We could take an opinion, or we could take
the view of CSIRO climate scientists.
Another point that was raised was about how much the Victorian government actually cares for small
business or business generally. We know that business—big business or small business, either way—
is looking for market certainty. So certainly if the opposition truly cared about business and about the
market they would be wanting to provide certainty, and certainty would look like a national energy
policy. But they are faffing about. There is no national energy policy.
Thank goodness Victoria is leading the way on this, and we know we can be very proud of our
significant investment in renewable energy technology and having a proper transition plan for the
future. Without that, I would hate to think what would happen. We know very well that pollution, of
itself, kills thousands of people every year. It exacerbates asthma and other conditions which Victorian
children and adults also suffer from. So there are very many good reasons why we need to foster clean
energy into the future.
The reason we have also been referring to the issue of the cost of electricity is that we really have to
talk in facts. We do not want to be speaking about power bills without referring to what is the actual
reality in that regard. We have reiterated the fact that Jeff Kennett and his mates across the table told
Victorians that privatisation would make power cheaper, but since then prices kept going up while big
energy companies made record profits. That is why Labor is putting power back into the hands of
individual Victorian households with the new Solar Homes program. So over 10 years the Solar
Homes program—and this has been said, but I am just reminding members just in case it did not land
so well the first time—will install solar panels—
Mr Elasmar interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: That’s right. I do not think they heard the first time. The Solar Homes program will
install solar panels, solar hot water systems or batteries on 770 000 homes across the state.
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: It was actually the coal-fired power that failed. Let us just be factually clear about
that. This will bring the number of homes in Victoria with solar panels to 1 million and will save
Victorians more than $500 million—yes, $500 million—a year on their electricity bills. It will
contribute—
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: Again, do I take the opinion of Mr Finn or do I take the opinion of the experts?
Mr Dalidakis: Just ignore him in the chamber.
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Ms TAYLOR: Okay. Well, that works too. It will save Victorians more than $500 million—I will
say it a third time just in case you did not get it the first time—on their electricity bills and contribute
2500 megawatts to the grid once the program is complete. The program will be rolled out over
10 years, and I am just getting back to that issue of making sure we have a practical program that we
can actually deliver on. We do not just want to say nice things; we want to have a program that can be
delivered to completion, and you know that the Andrews government has an excellent record of
delivering infrastructure across a whole range of projects, so we are not going to stop here. When we
make a commitment, we want it to be a commitment that can be delivered. Our commitment is to
ensure that we have the highest standards in safety and quality, and therefore this is steady progress
towards a cleaner energy future.
What is really great to know, and we are talking about delivery, is that more than $1.25 million in
rebates has been paid out already. That means there are already many Victorians that are benefiting
from the significant investment in renewable energy technology. Such is the success of the program
that many installation companies are creating new jobs and adding to the 2 million solar installations
already on Australian homes and businesses. So when we are talking about creating jobs and looking
after people in the community and their employment future—harking back to some of the criticisms
that have been levelled from the other side—you cannot say that we do not care about Victorians,
because we care about their jobs, we care about them having cleaner energy and we care about putting
power back into their hands. We also care about the children of the future and making sure that they
have a future, because—
Mr Jennings interjected.
Ms TAYLOR: I am really, really proud of this government. That is why I am proud to be a member
of this government. Part of the incentive has been the significant investment in renewable energy. I
was actually taken aback quite significantly with this concept of us jumping on the Greens train, as if
people within Labor did not somehow have a sense of the planet and a sense of the impact of carbon
dioxide on our atmosphere. You do not have to be on the green or the blue or any other train. As an
individual—and I know my colleagues here all share the same passion—I want to have a cleaner
energy future. We are not on any particular train; we just care, because it is right and because it is what
the scientists are telling us as well. We do listen to the scientists, and this is something that you might
like to consider in the future. I am just putting it out there. You do not have to, but you might like to.
It might change the conversation a little bit. It might just make it a little bit more interesting.
The overwhelming majority of climate scientists around the world agree on man-made climate change.
That is undisputed.
The key point is that the government will continue to work with industry and the Australian Energy
Market Operator to ensure existing generation capacity is available and online to meet the demand
requirements of the state. I think we can have full confidence that we have a plan. It is a very clear
plan and it is committed to. As members of the Labor Party we are very committed in Victoria—and
I would say nationally as well, but I am speaking specifically for Victoria—to a cleaner energy future
and to achieving the Victorian renewable energy target of 50 per cent by 2030; you can count on us. I
am also very proud of the way that we are helping—
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr Dalidakis: Just ignore him.
Ms TAYLOR: I just keep buying into it. Why do I keep buying into it? I am going to learn not to
do that. It is really distracting.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
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Ms TAYLOR: I know. What am I doing that for? It is entertaining. If nothing else, it is entertaining.
I am just not accustomed to this kind of banter, but anyway it is all good. So watch this space. We will
continue to commit to investing in renewable energy to make sure that we have a cleaner energy future.
We are all on board, and I think that will do.
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (15:13): I am pleased to support this motion moved by my
colleague Mr Finn earlier today. I might add that given Mr Finn was a student in my electorate I know
he appreciates what life is really like outside the tram tracks in rural Victoria. Like my colleague
Ms Crozier, I grew up on a farm, and I still live on a farm. Until very recently we used wind to generate
all the water that was needed around the farm, to feed the stock and even for us to use, so we are very
familiar with how to use alternative energy.
The first point I make goes to the fundamental issue of whose responsibility it is to provide essential
infrastructure. Obviously it is the responsibility of the government to provide the necessary
infrastructure that the individual or the private sector cannot. This government is the licence provider
for power generators; therefore the buck stops squarely with the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change. However, recent events clearly demonstrate that this government and this
minister are incapable of providing this most basic and vital service—electrical power. Victoria is not
some third-world state, where unreliable power can be expected. This state and indeed this nation once
provided the cheapest and most reliable power infrastructure in the world. We led the way in reliability,
affordability and availability. Sadly, that is not so today.
On 24 January the energy minister said there would be no blackouts. In fact Ms D’Ambrosio said:
Blackouts are something that absolutely will not be a feature of today or a possibility.

Well, tell that to the 200 000 homes and businesses who lost power. She also said that no-one would be
entitled to compensation for the ‘minimal disruption and discomfort’ they had endured. Sympathy for
those adversely affected also seems not to be a strong suit of this minister. The minister said there would
be no blackouts one day and then, when they had occurred said they were not blackouts, they were
brownouts. I am not interested in colour. The colour is irrelevant, but loss of power is critical to all those
who were adversely affected. The least any Victorian can expect of their government is to be able to
flick a switch and receive power. Unlike this place, we cannot all afford diesel generators. However,
this is what many of my hardworking constituents, farmers and businesses have had to resort to.
Ms Shing referred to institutions et cetera going voluntarily off the grid. Some have no choice but to
go off the grid. One dairy farmer in my electorate, who has a significant and important fresh milk
contract which requires that he must supply a set quantity of milk every day, 365 days of the year, to
a set standard, has had to invest in two diesel generators the size of shipping containers to operate his
dairy farm. Available and reliable power also means access to three-phase power. Single-wire earth
return line power is just not an option, but that would be foreign to anybody living inside the tram
tracks. They would not be able to believe that we do not have three-phase power in country areas,
because while Ms Shing might happily be able to hand out bottled water in her air-conditioned
electorate office on a day when others could not, no dairy farm can operate without continual and
reliable power—even putting aside the cost of power.
For the benefit of those inside the tram tracks, dairy cows have to be milked twice a day or else they
get a shocking disease. The milk produced has to be kept chilled in huge vats—you would not like
sour milk going into your bottles. The grain has to be milled to provide the essential elements of their
vegan diet, and the irrigation system has to be kept flowing to provide the green grass essential for the
fat content of the milk. Now I know there are some in this place who would happily deprive everyone
of their fresh real-milk lattes and have us all switch to the energy-intensive fake-milk variations, but
believe me: you are not representative of the majority.
Ms Shing also referred to providing comfort from the heat for the young, the elderly and the
vulnerable. What a disgrace that those in need had to leave their homes and shelter in her office.
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Anyway, how was it that Ms Shing had the power in her office for air conditioners and water coolers
when her constituents had been disconnected? What special treatment did Ms Shing benefit from?
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mrs McARTHUR: Our energy problem is—
Members interjecting.
Mrs McARTHUR: Thank you.
Interjections from gallery.
Mr Finn interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Order! You may resume your seat. I am on my feet.
Can I just remind the gallery: you are welcome to be here, but you are not welcome to participate in
the debate, and that includes making noise or clapping. I just want to remind everyone not to repeat
that, thank you. Mr Dalidakis and Mr Finn, I think less interjection will be helpful. Mrs McArthur,
please resume your contribution.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, Acting President, I think what Mr Dalidakis said was
unparliamentary. His reflections were unparliamentary, and I think he should recant them.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): I think the exchange between Mr Dalidakis and
Mr Finn was a mutual exchange, and I think I might leave it at that. There is no point of order.
Mrs McArthur, you may resume your—
Mr Finn: On the point of order, Acting President, I hate to see the chamber being misled, but
clearly I responded to what was an unparliamentary interjection from brother Dalidakis. Perhaps he
should follow Mr Davis’s suggestion and withdraw his comment.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Order! We will move on. Thank you, Mr Finn.
Mrs McARTHUR: Look, our energy problem is quite simple. You cannot take 25 per cent of
power supply out of the market because of a government’s obsession over coal, while tripling the
royalties to the point of $87.5 million, without obvious consequences. Such a supply cut is exacerbated
by Melbourne’s population increasing at the rate of 140 000 every year. This government has suddenly
reduced the energy supply while demand has rapidly increased. It is simply economics 101: if demand
increases, so must supply. We have to increase supply, and that should be done utilising all available
forms of energy—conventional and renewable.
The issue is not that the government is not endeavouring to increase supply through whatever means.
The issue is simply not keeping up with demand. Proper management of energy provision needs to be
made for the slow rollout of alternative supply. This minister is clearly responsible for ensuring there
is supply, and she has clearly failed the Victorian public in this role. After all, there does seem to be
an inherent hypocrisy in that we are happy to export coal, gas and uranium—for the benefit of the
citizens of the world, apparently—but we are not, according to this government, able to have our own
citizens enjoy this access.
For the record, I am a fervent believer in increasing the supply of energy from all available forms—
indeed you could say I was technology agnostic—but I just do not know how that benefited the many
people in Western Victoria Region who had these outages. I refer to the people in Camperdown,
Weerite, Lara, Corio, Norlane, Herne Hill, Hamlyn Heights, Balmoral, Haven, Woolsthorpe,
Grassmere and Mailors Flat. They all suffered on this day we were told there was going to be no
problem with energy supply.
I thought it might be instructive if we knew just exactly how much energy is being created right now
by the various forms. At the moment wind is creating an amount of 592 megawatts, while the coal-
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fired power stations—4241; solar actually only 31. So there is a vast difference at the moment between
the amount of energy that can be created with wind and with solar. We still have to use coal for the
most part. We have got to increase the supply, and we want to increase the supply with renewable
forms. That is fine, but we have got to do it so that there is no reduction in supply—and that cannot be
done instantly.
In conclusion I support this motion and reiterate the failure of the energy minister to provide the
essential service of energy to the people of Victoria and her totally misleading assurances that there
would be no blackouts.
Mr DALIDAKIS (Southern Metropolitan) (15:24): I rise to speak to the motion that Mr Davis
moved earlier today, a motion that is constructed out of pure partisan politics without any thought in
relation to the national energy market that we operate under and the national electricity grid in which
we are a participant or in fact any reality whatsoever. Can I say that we are three months into a new
term of government—three months into 48 months of our term of office—and those opposite continue
to fail to learn the lessons of the past, the lessons of November 2014 and of November 2018. They
continue to repeat mistake after mistake. Long may it be the case. Long may the people of Victoria
have a progressive government here to represent them both now and into the future.
In relation to our electricity market, that progressive representation that we provide is what is going to
assist us to transition from the fossil fuel constrained present that we have to a renewable energy future
that we must have. That is not an ideology; that is not an attack on coal. As a minister in the previous
government I presided over the hydrogen experiment that we are working through in the Latrobe
Valley. It is a consolidation of intellectual property from Japanese companies, the Australian federal
government, the Victorian government and the Japanese government to support a demonstration plant,
attempting to convert coal into hydrogen at zero emissions.
Let me just focus on that at the moment because there is some demonisation of coal in our community,
and there should not be. Coal can have a future in an energy security mix which we need, but it has to
be done the right way. Let me just try and assist Mrs McArthur in her contribution. Indeed, it was not
the Victorian government that shut down Hazelwood. It was a private operator, a company called
Engie, a French company no less, that decided to remove itself from fossil fuel generation assets
around the world. This was not a decision that it took in isolation here in the Victorian jurisdiction.
This was part of its considered strategy that it implemented right across the world. It included plants
here in Victoria, in Western Australia and in Europe—around the world—that changed the mix of
generation that Engie was responsible for. Let us just make sure that people are very clear that this was
not a decision of the Victorian government and this was not a decision caused by the Victorian
government. This was a strategy by a multinational, an international company, that chose a different
future for itself, just as we are responsible for choosing for ourselves.
This is an opportunity for us to create a future for our children and for future generations of Victorians
who have yet to arrive in this state, are yet to be born in this state or are yet to choose this state as their
permanent home. We need to make sure that whatever we do is here today, tomorrow and indeed
beyond 100 years. We cannot have short-term thinking and we cannot have short-term policy. Indeed,
the public demand of us is that we deal with issues on a long-term basis. They are crying out right now
for a federal government that involves itself in long-term policy, that removes our carbon-constrained
currency and that moves into a world where renewable energy is able to remove some of the challenges
that we are facing. We need only look at the depths and extremities of our weather conditions right
now to see the unfortunate reality that we are living right now. The worst of our summer conditions
and the worst of our winter climatic additions are unfortunately prevailing and ensuring that these
events last longer than they ever have and that they are indeed far more extreme than they have ever
been. We have experienced that.
Sadly in not such a long time we will be commemorating the anniversary of Black Saturday. I lived
through Black Saturday, as many people did. Unfortunately at that time I was the chief executive of
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the timber industry. We lost people in that climatic catastrophe. We lost people in our industry. People
lost their lives, people lost their homes, people lost their possessions. The 10-year anniversary of Black
Saturday tomorrow is a stark reminder for each and every one of us in this chamber, in this community
and in this country about what happens when we ignore the challenges that are set before us—the
challenges by which we will be marked by history if we fail to meet them.
In relation to this somewhat spurious motion by Mr Davis, it is even written poorly. The last part of
the motion wants the house to express concern about the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change’s mishandling of Victoria’s energy supply. It goes to show how little Mr Davis
knows. He has been a member of this place for 22 years, and what has he got to show for it? The
mishandling of our health sector and the mishandling of negotiations with our emergency services
personnel—that is his contribution to public policy debate.
But let me tell you what makes this motion so pathetic. It is that we work in a national electricity grid.
We have an Australian Energy Market Operator, AEMO—not a Victorian energy market operator but
an Australian Energy Market Operator. It is not enough for Mr Davis to come in here and parade his
silliness for everyone else to see; he needs to come in and create some kind of spurious debate and try
and pretend that we should be up in arms about what Lily D’Ambrosio did. Let me tell you what she
did. She took the best advice from the Australian Energy Market Operator and tried to allay the fears
of Victorians on the advice provided by national bureaucrats looking after a national system.
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia are the states and jurisdictions
in Australia that make up the Australian energy market. The only state and territory that are not in it
are Western Australia and the Northern Territory.
Mr Davis wants to come in here and waste the cherished time of this chamber that deals with serious
issues—homelessness, housing affordability, public housing, education, health, public transport, our
road network, our ability to make life work each and every day for each and every Victorian—with
what can only be one of the most partisan and stupid motions I have seen in my four and a bit years in
this chamber.
The Australian Energy Market Operator does have questions to answer. Mr Davis would be good to
sit down and listen to this instead of wandering out because he does not like it. This is an inconvenient
truth for Mr Davis. Instead of pretending to have a conversation with somebody else who does not
want the truth, he should sit down and listen. For AEMO to schedule significant parts of our power
energy production to be offline for maintenance at one of the worst times of our need was ridiculous.
I do not say that out of partisanship. I say that because some 14 years ago I spent time as the senior
energy adviser working for the then energy minister in a previous Victorian government. There are
two times in a year when energy demand is at its highest. One is in summer, usually February, when
everyone goes back to work. The other is actually in winter, when the demand for heating across our
community is often the peak demand in our year. Let me tell you that one thing you would never do
is ever schedule maintenance for plants at a time of the year when you believe you need it the most.
That end of January period, as people are returning to work, businesses are powering back up and
schools are starting, is one of our peak periods.
I do not easily question the work that AEMO do and I do not question it happily, but the fact of the
matter is they got their planning wrong. Maintenance should be scheduled and done across spring and
autumn. The problem for AEMO of course is that they manage the grid across the eastern seaboard,
they manage the grid across Bass Strait and they manage the grid into South Australia. When they
plan for maintenance in generators and units right across our connected system, they have to manage
Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia as one plant. If we were
managing it, we would say our grids need to be taken down in spring and autumn. That is when you
maintain your generators. They are trying to juggle all of the states that I have just mentioned in order
to provide the generation capacity that is required. I understand they have challenges. They got it
wrong. But they did not sit in their offices getting it wrong on purpose. They did not plan for us to suffer
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brownouts. They did not plan for there to be load shedding. They did not plan for people to suffer and
to experience distress. They did it on the best available information they had, and they got it wrong.
Welcome to the world of human decision-making—the best laid plans of mice and men. We can plan
for the best, we can try and make sure that we get there, but as human beings we are fallible. We can
get it wrong, and on this occasion the Australian Energy Market Operator got it wrong. But to come
into this chamber and try and pretend that somehow Lily D’Ambrosio was the architect of people’s
suffering is a complete and utter nonsense. It is a complete misunderstanding of the national electricity
market that we operate under. Let me ask, for the people in the gallery, for the people who are listening
and for the people who will read this in Hansard: do you know who AEMO responds to? The national
energy minister.
Ms Garrett: Who’s that?
Mr DALIDAKIS: I would like to know who it is. It has probably changed four times over the last
four months. I am not even sure who the Prime Minister is. I would get on Aunty Google if I had the
opportunity. I think it could be—I would hope it could be—that goon in Queensland, Peter. What is
his name again?
Ms Garrett: Dutton.
Mr DALIDAKIS: Dutton. That is right. Yes, Peter Dutton. I am still waiting for Peter Dutton’s
legal letter telling me he is suing me for defamation, given that he has threatened it. Bring it on, Peter.
Let us get back to the motion before us. When the minister went on 3AW, she did so with the best
information provided to her, and guess what that did not include? It did not include information that
one of the generators that was not taken offline for maintenance would fail. Let us just let that sink in
again: one of the generators in the Latrobe Valley failed. Other generators had been taken offline for
maintenance. The extremity of the weather demand, which we now live with—unfortunately the new
normal—meant that the energy provided was insufficient to cope with the energy required. But the
minister did not drive down to the Latrobe Valley, she did not tinker with one of the generators and
she did not attempt to cause distress to Victorian people. This was an unfortunate result of one of the
coal generators failing.
This is another inconvenient truth for those opposite. They try and suggest that somehow renewable
energy generation is not a way forward for our community. Well, if our coal-fired power generators
are not able to cope now with the extremities of our situation environmentally, it is incumbent upon
us to look for a new way. It would be remiss of us, it would be negligent of us, as a government if we
were not trying to find a better way of generating electricity, of providing security of supply and of
providing generating capacity that ensures that people at home who need it, whether they be people
who need electricity urgently for their oxygen generation or for their businesses—such as our dairy
farmers, as Mrs McArthur mentioned—or whether they be nursing homes or our hospitals. This is
something not just for the government in Victoria and not just for governments in other jurisdictions
or indeed the federal government to deal with; this is an issue for governments right around the world,
from the countries of my forebears in Greece to the country of my sister’s home in California in the
United States. These are issues that people are facing around the world. Can I suggest that Mr Davis
would do well by this Parliament to bring a constructive motion before this house and not one that
wastes our precious time here.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (15:40): I am pleased to wrap up
this motion. It has been a lengthy debate and at times—thinking of Mr Dalidakis’s contribution just
now—a somewhat intemperate one, but it is an important debate. It is a debate about several very simple
points, but they are important points for the community. The motion simply says that the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio, made a statement on
24 January which was broadcast on 3AW. Her words were ‘we are absolutely confident’ that the state’s
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power supplies would hold up during hot weather in that period of January. Subsequently of course—
and we all understand this—there were in fact brownouts and blackouts, which are cuts to supply.
Mr Dalidakis interjected.
Mr DAVIS: Mr Dalidakis, what you do not seem to understand is that this is actually a very
important matter for the Victorian community. Vulnerable Victorians were directly impacted. Aged
people had power cut off and were directly impacted. Small businesses were directly impacted by the
loss of power. I am aware of small retailers who were directly impacted. People who have shops and
sandwich supply places have lost enormous stocks of food because their fridges went off. This is not
what should occur in a modern, industrialised, Western nation. We should have a secure power supply.
I do not believe that I am in unusual terrain as a person in a modern, Western industrial country to say
that the government of the day is at the end of the day responsible for ensuring that we have a proper
supply of electricity. In fact families, businesses and particularly—as a former minister for ageing—
vulnerable older people were directly impacted, and that is not satisfactory. The government appears
to be in some state of denial about what occurred. They have tried to diminish what occurred, when
actually it is quite serious, and my concern is also that it could happen again.
Mr Dalidakis and others tried to give us a lecture about the national electricity market. I understand that,
and as Mr Dalidakis pointed out, I was around at the time it was set up and I understand how it works.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): Order! Mr Davis, I am sorry to interrupt you, but I
want to clarify: are you summing up on behalf of Mr Finn, because Mr Finn did put the motion?
Mr DAVIS: I am, yes. The point I would make here is that in the national electricity market there
are interconnections, as people will point out, and it is a complex market; that is absolutely true. The
points around renewables are matters of contention and debate on a lot of levels. We accept that
renewables will play a bigger part in our electricity market as time goes forward—and they should. I
am not a person who thinks that climate change is not part of our very significant mix, and this is not
a motion about those points. It is a motion about the fact that we need to have a secure power supply,
and I think that Victorians do believe that we need a secure power supply.
The fact is that the minister’s mishandling of this is significant. She has not covered herself in glory.
Minister Lily D’Ambrosio has not clearly understood the complexity of the market and has given very
poor advice. Hence the motion seeks to very clearly point out that the Council expresses its concern at
the management of the electricity arrangements and supply. We had a blithe reassurance to the
community, which was ill-founded. We have had a reduction in supply which has had a significant
effect. There is a legitimate role for our chamber to play in expressing a concern—that is all this motion
does—about the management of this process. This is very simple, and I would put it to the chamber
that it is a motion that the community would support. The community wants secure power. The
community does not want vulnerable Victorians put at risk. It does not want small businesses
impacted, and it is up to the government to find the way forward here and to put in place mechanisms
that will see a more secure approach in the future and certainly not to blithely mislead the community
as to the security and safety of those power supplies.
House divided on motion:
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Somyurek, Mr
Stitt, Ms
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Taylor, Ms
Terpstra, Ms
Vaghela, Ms

Motion negatived.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (15:52): I move:
That the consideration of notices of motion, general business, 1 to 18, and order of the day, general business, 2,
be postponed until the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (15:53): I move:
That the consideration of notice of motion, government business, 10, and order of the day, government
business, 1, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Ms TAYLOR:
That the Council agree to the following address to the Governor in reply to the Governor’s opening speech:
May it please the Governor:
We, the Legislative Council of Victoria assembled in Parliament, express our loyalty to Australia and the
people of Victoria, and thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.
We declare that we will faithfully carry out the important duties entrusted to us by the people of Victoria, to
advance the best interests of all sections of the community.

Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:54): President, I congratulate you on your election to
such a prestigious position. I congratulate all the new members of this chamber. I also thank all the
members returning anew for their warm welcome.
My presence here today started with the kindness and generosity of the Australian people through to
the spirit of the national anthem:
For those who’ve come across the seas
We’ve boundless plains to share;
With courage let us all combine
To Advance Australia Fair.

I am standing here today to deliver my first speech in this chamber. My journey to Parliament has been
long and winding. To truly understand a person, one must dig deep and learn his or her journey rather
than his or her destination, and so I beg your indulgence.
Before coming to Australia life was all about survival for my family. My parents escaped from the
communist-held North Vietnam and fled to South Vietnam in an act of survival and to live a life
without fear. They both joined a paratrooper division in the Republic of South Vietnam’s military,
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where they met. This was before conscription, mind you, but they felt so strongly about protecting
freedom that they volunteered to enlist. It was also remarkable for a woman in that era to voluntarily
join such an elite and dangerous unit.
I was their first child, and in what seemed to be a continuation of horrid luck for my parents I was
diagnosed with a critical illness. They prepared to sell whatever they had and do whatever it took to
cure me. All of the biggest hospitals in Saigon refused to take a chance on what was seen as a hopeless
case—except one French hospital, perhaps out of mercy or intrigue to experiment on an unusual ailment.
On the day of the operation, without money for a cab ride, my parents walked kilometres with me, a
baby, in their arms. They arrived at the hospital only to learn that the operation was cancelled so that
the surgeon could celebrate the coming Christmas. As fate had it, the relative of another patient
overheard the conversation and suggested to my parents to try a doctor specialising in herbal medicine.
Out of desperation my parents sought out the doctor, thanks to whom I survived without any surgery.
As a child I went to bed not with the harmonies of lullabies but amidst the sound of explosions from
artillery and bombs. I was mostly fed not on the milk of my mother, who was often away on mission,
but with sweetened condensed milk bought from army supplies.
In my childhood I often witnessed the violence and atrocities of war. Death and destruction was felled
upon so many around me that soon I perceived everything from the shudder of explosions to the echoes
of gunfire as less than extraordinary and rather as simply ‘ordinary’.
Then 1975 came. The communists took over South Vietnam, but the war did not end there. The victors
opened up another front on the people of the south. They sent hundreds of thousands to the so-called
‘re-education camps’ in the most remote corners of the country. There were no sentenced terms. The
detained had to stay in the camps until deemed sufficiently re-educated at the pleasure and mercy of
the authorities. Some were there for decades. Many did not survive. To this day, countless bodies have
never been found.
Meanwhile, their families were not spared either. They were stripped of their livelihoods, their houses
were confiscated and the people were sent to new economic zones to endure hardship. Education and
employment were dished out based on personal history—the history of not just oneself but of one’s
three generations. Unfortunately this was reserved only for party members and their families. It was a
realisation of Orwell’s world:
All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.

We simply had to find a way to escape Vietnam by whatever means for a life of freedom, a life without
oppression and fear. We tried so many times; all failed. On two occasions, out of despair and
desperation, we tried a petrol tanker with a tank about 8 metres long and 2 metres high divided into
three chambers. We planned to ride the tanker into the sea and float the tank as a vessel with an engine
and propeller fitted to the end chamber. The daring escape did not eventuate. The tanker did not make
it to the water as it became bogged down in the sand. It may still be on display today somewhere in
central Vietnam.
On another occasion a boat capsized with more than 30 of my close relatives on board. Most did not
make it. In the end we split up and I boarded a small boat about 13 metres long and 4 metres wide
together with 107 other souls. We endured five days and five nights at sea with very little food and
water. Each person received about two canteen capfuls of water per day. To further exacerbate matters,
we were attacked by pirates not once but twice. It was nothing short of a miracle that we somehow
made it to the shores of Malaysia, but we were the lucky few. Others had gone through unimaginably
horrendous experiences. Many perished at sea because of starvation or thirst or at the hands of pirates.
There is no way to know the exact number of those who died. Some estimates put it at hundreds of
thousands of men, women and children. Those are the deaths I will live for, so I vow to myself. Years
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later I had the chance to dedicate my PhD thesis at the University of Edinburgh to my parents, my
teachers and my high sea companions, the boat people.
The Australians came to the Malaysian refugee camp, took us in on humanitarian grounds and gave
us safe passage to Brisbane in 1980. When I first arrived in Australia I could not believe that there
could exist such a humane society outside of fairytales. Opportunities were abundant, and I took them
with open arms. Starting right away I took a job as a labourer working with asbestos for some time
before barging my way into the University of Queensland, where I was awarded the university gold
medal upon graduation. The Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan then took me to the
University of Edinburgh for my PhD studies. After that I spent three years as a research fellow at the
University of Oxford before returning to Australia to take up a fellowship at the University of
Melbourne in 1991, then a position at the CSIRO and professorial fellowships at Swinburne University
of Technology and Melbourne University.
My mathematical background has also afforded me the opportunity to dabble in financial algorithmic
trading, in data science and artificial intelligence. Science has been my passion and still is one of the
loves of my life. Science is full of wonders and order, the kind of orderliness that I often sought refuge
in during my teenage years in Saigon. Science was an escapism to get away from the surrounding
chaos and cruelty. Science has taken me to many magnificent institutions around the world—from
being a Fulbright scholar at Columbia University to visiting scientists at MIT and the Princeton
Institute for Advanced Study. I have made many lifelong friends in the scientific circle. I have had my
fair share of discovery and of course controversies.
Given that background, I am very much interested in science issues and policy for our state. Australia
is often regarded as a lucky country with abundant raw resources, but in our time and age we have to
compete in an environment of increasingly sophisticated science, technology and innovation. The lowhanging fruits have been harvested. Genetic engineering, data science and artificial intelligence, to
name a few, are now crucial for new economic growth. Quantum computers, quantum algorithms and
quantum technology in general are advancing at great speed thanks to investments in advanced
countries and economies. They will be paying huge dividends not too far in the future, if not already,
in creating new applications and markets.
Science and technology have been impacting many aspects of our lives, our living standards, our
culture and even social justice. Advances in renewable energy technologies and extreme climate
management in particular will be coming from scientific research and technological breakthroughs.
Science and technology together co-evolve in a symbiotic manner. Victoria leads not only the nation
but also the world in some fields of scientific research. We need to nurture and expand our scientific
advantage. Research and development is expensive, but it is not only an investment in our state but
the world itself. Victorian Labor governments over the last two decades have invested heavily in
R and D, which has given our state undeniable advantages in scientific advancement, but we could
always do more. We could always do more to shift our resources to suitably targeted areas as the times
in which we live now present global catastrophe as a commonplace concern rather than a rarity.
Our own supply of skills in science and technology is in serious shortage. The trend indicates a steady
decline in the number of young people having an interest in the subjects of STEM—science,
technology, engineering and mathematics. To arrest the decline we need to start with high school
students, if not younger. We need to encourage more participation in STEM as subjects of excitement
and intrigue as well as of relevance and for all genders. As a person driven to science at a relatively
young age thanks to the influence of my teachers, I appreciate very much their role in guiding and
imparting not only their knowledge but also their passion to students. I will fight not only to have more
teachers given the resources to become highly skilled in educating students in the field of STEM but
also to foster a climate where their passion and interest is undeniably contagious to their students.
Furthermore, another pursuit that I have endeavoured upon pertains to the importance of
multiculturalism. In our state of Victoria nearly 50 per cent of the population were born overseas or
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have at least one parent born overseas. The South Eastern Metropolitan Region that I represent is the
most culturally and linguistically diverse region of Victoria, with people coming from nearly
160 ethnic groups and nationalities and with more than 200 languages spoken. Springvale in particular
boasts a diverse populace where more than 70 per cent of people were born outside Australia. The
City of Greater Dandenong is the most multicultural and multifaith place on earth.
Such a success does not just happen by chance. It demands the deep commitment of all the people
involved. It requires unity in the common values of liberty, justice and equal opportunity. ‘Our
workforce and our entire economy are strongest when we embrace diversity to its fullest, and that
means opening doors of opportunity to everyone’, as Tom Perez put it.
Labor acknowledges that migration promotes significant long-term social and economic benefits to
our society. Labor welcomes migrants into our community, including many who come as refugees or
people seeking asylum. Labor understands the need to raise awareness of the benefits of a vibrant and
tolerant community that balances cultural identity with the need to recognise and respect the beliefs of
others. The Victorian Labor government’s multicultural policy, with its supporting campaign
Victorian. And Proud of It, has reaffirmed our government’s commitment to the ideals of
multiculturalism and to continuing to provide a positive way forward for maintaining our strong and
socially inclusive society.
But we must remember too that the cultures that make up a multicultural society have their own needs.
Take the Indochinese community as an example. Many young people came to these shores escaping
the war-torn countries of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos in the 1970s and 1980s. They have worked
hard and contributed extensively to their family, community and country. Now, more than 40 years
later, they and their parents are reaching the stage of their lives where care—whether it is home care,
residential care or health care in general—is needed. Aged care is a growing problem of demand and
supply for our society as our population is ageing fast, particularly with the baby boomer generation
and more so for ethno-specific aged-care requirements. The care provided must be appropriate to their
culture, religion, language and dietary needs. This will ensure that both their welfare and their dignity
are cared for.
The Andrews Labor government already has long-term plans and investment commitments to support
ethno-specific aged care, but with the current wave of care requirements for the post-1975 refugees
from Indochina, further consideration and planning will be needed urgently. Abovementioned are
some areas of my passionate interests, and I look forward to working with the ministers concerned and
all parliamentary members to make further progress in these domains.
The Buddha has taught us that gratitude is necessary for integrity. Today is the second day of the Lunar
New Year of the Pig. It is, in our tradition and custom, the occasion to pay respect to our ancestors on
this day, and I would like to add to that those who fought for, died for or are still fighting for freedom
and for basic rights of humans.
I am beholden to my parents for all the sacrifices they made. I am grateful to all my teachers and my
mentors, who have shown me the possibilities, turning a sometimes wayward boy into the person I
am. I am a better person thanks to you in no small part.
I simply cannot name all the individuals who have helped me, but I want to specifically thank Hung
Tran, Loi Truong, Trung Doan, Tuan Dao, Hung Doan, Kim Doan, Hung Chau, Daniel Mulino,
Anthony Byrne, Adem Somyurek, Ben Davis, Steve Michelson, Declan Williams and especially Luke
Donnellan for introducing and unflinchingly supporting me in my political endeavours and for their
instrumental help in my campaign.
I also want to acknowledge the help from the Australian Workers Union, the community, the
supporters, the volunteers and my friends, many of whom are here today in the gallery. Thank you,
and I am so glad that our paths have crossed.
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Words are insufficient to express my debt and gratitude to my wife of 39 years for everything, from
giving up her food ration in the refugee camp to feed an exhausted and hungry husband to sharing
with me all the burdens and hardships that life has thrown at us. Without her love, encouragement,
support and understanding I would not be here—I would not be where I am today.
To my beloved daughters, I am proud of you.
I am honoured to be a part of the labour movement. It is unflinching in its elevation of inclusiveness,
progressiveness and the right for everyone to find opportunity equally. I have participated in social
and community activities for nearly my entire adult life—from volunteering during my student days
to eventually founding multiple volunteer media organisations, some lasting over 20 years. My
participation in politics at this stage of my life, even though I had never dared to dream or believe that
it was possible when first setting foot in Australia, is yet another attempt to repay this country. I am
humbled to be elected, and take with utmost seriousness my responsibility for the community as well
as for my constituents, who have bestowed upon me the great honour and privilege to serve.
I have had a second life full of possibility, all thanks to Australia. For that I am eternally grateful. I
owe this country an unrepayable debt. All I can do is strive to reduce that debt, and I assure you I will
do my best.
Members applauded.
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (16:19): I thank the President for this opportunity to speak,
and I congratulate him on his election. I am sure that he will preside in a manner that brings honour
and honesty to this place.
I acknowledge that this land was, is and always shall be Aboriginal land. I pay my respects to elders
past, present and emerging of all the First Nations peoples of Victoria. I acknowledge that the western
region is land that carries memories of family, of ancestors and of massacres. It carries the stories of
the birthplace of the First Nations peoples, of more than 16 languages, and forms part of the cradle of
the oldest continuous civilisation on earth—their land, their country.
This place, this chamber, has long been regarded as the house of review, where good laws are passed
and bad laws are rejected. But it is much, much more than that. It is the device, the instrument, of
change. It is the means by which the community demands that law reflects its ever-changing
circumstances and priorities. It is to this spirit of change, of recognition of evolving values and to the
spirit of cooperation that I choose to speak today.
I, like every person here, am a work in progress, and when I turn that light of self-examination upon
myself I am confronted with how I have changed over the years, with where I came from to be here
today. I am not a native Victorian, but rather I chose this incredible state, the beautiful western region
and the town of Torquay, where we have now lived for 30 years, to be my home. It is an incredibly
diverse and, in my opinion, the most beautiful part of Victoria—home to a breathtaking coastline,
stunningly beautiful national parks, such as the Otways, and the sweeping plains of the western
farmlands, all populated by the most incredible mix of people and trades and a rich landscape of animals.
It is here I met my beautiful wife, April, and we raised our two children, Kielan and Eden, and I stand
here as the proud father of two wonderful children, both part of the LGBTIQ community. I would
further add that this period of our lives has been particularly difficult for my wife, April, and that I
owe everything to her. She is the reason I am here. You saved my life, my love, you showed me how
to be a better human being and continue be an example of what I should strive to be.
I am originally from the central coast of New South Wales, and I grew up the youngest of seven in the
only house in an industrial area. Over the back was the brickworks, across the road the pie factory. It
was a source of wonder and amusement to me that every time the brick ovens were fired up we could
watch the armies of cockroaches march down the street to find a new, far more comfortable home in
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the pie factory. Our family were what would today be described as working poor. There were many
nights when the dinner table menu consisted of spaghetti and tomato sauce. One of my sisters even
suffered from scurvy, something unheard of in modern society.
Unlike many families where hardship brings them closer, ours became fractured, so much so that when
my parents sold our house it was made clear to me that the move was not to include me. At 13 I found
myself in need of a home and a job. I succeeded in finding both. I managed to fend for myself for
almost two years until my darling sister, Linda, and brother-in-law, Phil, who are both here today,
learned of this and took me into their home and their family without question. They instilled in me
from that moment that it is the duty of us all to look after our fellow inhabitants of this planet, both
human and non-human alike. It is our obligation; the willing price we must pay for civilisation. It is
one of our party’s key values—compassion.
It is what attracted me to the construction industry and to the trade union movement. The catchcry of
solidarity is not a platitude to me. It is an all-encompassing moral code to be extended to all peoples,
all species. It has been my privilege to have been a scaffolder on some of the largest buildings in
Melbourne: the Crown Metropol, Victoria One, ANZ and dozens of others. It has taken its toll.
Comrades have died. I have been seriously injured, and during one recovery I was working in the yard
behind a pig slaughterhouse. Their screams of terror haunt me to this day. This is how I came to
understand that I had more changes to make. I had to make a choice to no longer exploit non-human
animals. And not only that, they had to become part of my advocacy, my fight for justice for all.
It is extraordinary, though, is it not, that someone like me, a scruffy kid from the western suburbs, a
scaffolder, a trade unionist, a vegan animal rights activist could stand here today in the one place where
great deeds can be done, where lives truly can be saved.
Victor Hugo wrote:
There is nothing so powerful as an idea whose time has come.

The idea that animals should be represented in the halls of power has not only come, it has clearly
burst the doors down and demands to be heard.
The animal protection movement is global and is emerging as the largest social justice movement of
this century. It is important to me for it to be recognised that it is a movement that, in the majority, is
driven by women.
I am both humbled and proud to be the first member of Parliament in Victoria to be elected not only
on an animal rights platform, but one that recognises and fights for all who are marginalised, who are
unrepresented and whose voices are not given due consideration or weight.
As I stand here, and in every moment of my fight for justice for animals, I am reminded of the
resistance I have faced, of the hate and threats that I and my precious family have endured, but
something the great Martin Luther King, Jr, said always brings to me a sense of calm, a renewed sense
of purpose, and that is:
Cowardice asks the question, ‘Is it safe?’ Expediency asks the question, ‘Is it politic?’ Vanity asks the
question, ‘Is it popular?’ But, conscience asks the question, ‘Is it right?’ And there comes a time when one
must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but one must take it because one’s conscience
tells one that it is right.

For that is why I am here, to represent the incredible inhabitants of the western region of Victoria, to
act on my conscience and to do what is right for them, all of them. They are all of the utmost
importance to me. From the native wildlife to the domestic companion animals, from the First Nations
peoples to the diverse people of Geelong and the other regional cities, and to the farmers. Yes, the
farmers. I am here to extend the hand of understanding, to offer an olive branch. To help them adapt
to the changes that our climate emergency will force us all to make. Not only that, but because the
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fundamental shift in how we view the lives of all sentient beings, of non-human animals, beings with
families, lives and interests of their own, is now a building block of modern society.
For if we are all to survive in this world, if we are to remain relevant in this place, we must reflect the
values of all of our communities. If we persist in the values of the 1950s, not 2019 and beyond, we
will be but a parody, a true life enactment of Don Quixote, mad with fear, tilting at the windmills of
progress and an evolving society with new values.
We will be irrelevant when we should lead. In the same way I have stood shoulder to shoulder with
my union comrades, I will fight for those whose languages we do not speak. I will pursue a permanent
legislated ban of duck shooting in Victoria and the banning of that most evil of poisons, enemy of the
dingo and other native species, 1080 poison. I will fight to end jumps racing and to join with many
other countries around the world and end greyhound racing. I will fight for far greater protection for
our native species and greatly increased penalties for those who kill them.
I will fight for an independent office of animal protection, with full investigative and prosecutory
powers. I will stand and fight for them, because as a man who I consider more than a mentor, Philip
Wollen, along with his amazing wife, Trix, has said:
When we suffer, we suffer as equals, and in their capacity to suffer, a dog, is a pig, is a bear, is a boy.

My work here will be guided by these words and by the influence on my life of my family, of Bruce
Poon, our national president, of my partner in the fight against 1080, Ruth Weston, of all of my
incredible western regional crew and our state and federal committees.
We must enact change, we must lift all of those who cannot lift themselves, for that is why we are
here. We must above all else enact or change laws guided by that simple, powerful, beautiful trait
inherent in us all—compassion. Because, you see, to animals, we are at once their biggest threat and
their only hope.
I will close now, and I will leave you with a poem that I keep here in my breast pocket. It has guided
me for years and can be thought of as a rule for conscience in all our dealings with this perplexing,
frustrating fight for both animals and humanity:
If I am to be a voice for animals,
Then how should I speak?
Am I to whisper,
When they are screaming in pain?
Am I to be calm,
When they tremble in fear?
Am I to shout for mercy,
As their throats are being slit?
Tell me how I need to speak,
For you to grant them their freedom.

Thank you.
Members applauded.
Commemorations
2009 VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (16:34): I move:
That this house expresses its deepest sorrow on the eve of the 10th Anniversary of the 2009 Victorian
bushfires. Together, we mourn the 173 lives that were lost and we acknowledge the families and communities
that will never be whole again. No words can ever heal those wounds or mend those hearts.
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But just as we remember that darkest of chapters, we also pay tribute to those who went above and beyond.
We remember the emergency workers who put themselves in harm’s way to save lives and protect
communities; the tireless volunteers who helped our state to recover and rebuild; and those who gave what
they could—because that’s what Australians do. It was in those unspeakably hard moments that we saw our
nation’s spirit at its best.
Ten years on, we remember that example. We pay tribute to the strength of those communities, and we
promise to never forget those who were lost. And we mourn the losses that are still felt by every Victorian.

Like other members of the Parliament and other members of the community I joined a state
commemoration service at the Royal Exhibition Building on Monday evening. I pay tribute to the
brave families—those who had lost their loved ones, those who came to mourn, those who came to
express their grief and those who came to express their admiration for the triumph of will and the
resilience of members of the Victorian community. We were united in a very moving commemoration
at which the Governor spoke so beautifully.
She reflected that this is a week of reflection, and she emphasised that point because whilst the focus
was that we were now on the eve of Black Saturday, 7 February, she reminded us that the fires actually
preceded and postdated that date. The fires continued for a long time during the course of those
months, and indeed, just as we can never forget, for the last month virtually every day in Victoria when
we have got up in the morning we have been able to smell smoke in the air. We should never forget
that in fact we are never far away from an emergency in this state; with the harsh nature of this land
and the resilience we need to show, the firefighting capability and the support that the community
needs to give one another in a time of crisis is never, ever far away.
The Governor indicated that we should mark the profound sadness of those events. We should express
and never forget our deep gratitude for the bravery, kindness and generosity that was shown then and
continues to be shown to this day, and the inspiration we saw in relation to the recovery and the
rebuilding and the reconstruction, whether it happened at a household level, a neighbourhood level, a
community level or a statewide level. We have seen great depths of courage, bravery, perseverance,
ingenuity and community support.
The Governor also talked about the loss of habitat, the loss of livestock and of pets and the return over
the last 10 years of the nurturing natural environment in Victoria. She also talked about the healing
and the grief that we mark 10 years later. Indeed she was joined in that reflection by Jane Hayward,
the principal of Strathewen Primary School. She made it very, very clear that as far as she is concerned
emotions about the fire are not 10 years old. They are real, they are raw and they are enduring. I think
all of us should understand that the grieving cycle does not necessarily come through the homily that
time heals all wounds, because some wounds may never heal. Many wounds have healed. Great
support has been shown, great comfort has been shown and great compassion has been shown, but we
should never assume that the lessons and the journeys that people have experienced in the 10 years
since have passed.
Kathy Rowe from Marysville, who lost her husband Ken on Black Saturday, gave us a marker of time
of how she measures in the natural environment the return of life, hope and aspiration. She talked
about the first sense of that life renewing when the magpies warbled some seven weeks later. She took
us through various bird species and the arrival most recently of the honeyeaters in that environment.
She still hankers for the day when the lyrebirds will return. She still has that hope and that optimism
that that will be a mark in time of the replenishment of that natural environment and the revival of that
spirit of the bush.
Steve Warrington also commented on time. On behalf of the emergency services workers he talked
about the fact that in that important enduring work people in that profession, in that endeavour, think
of time in the sense of before Black Saturday and after Black Saturday—everything they do in terms
of their commitment to continuous learning, to improvement, to persevering and learning from those
experiences and learning new methods of fire prevention and engagement with the community,
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whether that be across the CFA, at that time the Department of Sustainability and Environment
firefighters, the MFB, Victoria Police, the SES, the Australian Defence Force, Ambulance Victoria
and forestry contractors who embarked upon the firefighting effort, or our partners in terms of
emergency broadcasters.
All of us reflect on our professional acumen and the skillset we bring, and all of us admire and support
not only the professional but also the volunteer effort that dug deep at the time to provide the
fundamentals of life—food, shelter, warmth and comfort, and the toiletries that the Governor reflected
on. These are basic items that actually restore people’s dignity and sense of self-worth and enable them
to move on. These were the small things, the fundamental things, that were shown time and time again
because of the compassion of Victorians and others who joined us in that fight to overcome those days.
We need to know that, whether it be through the lessons of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission or whether it be through the lessons of reviews of the firefighting services, we should
never forget the lessons and continually strive to make sure that we never forget those lessons.
As part of marking time, I was mindful of the fantastic documentary that Renegade Films made, which
was shown on the ABC on Sunday night, called Aftermath: Beyond Black Saturday. It was the second
outstanding contribution to documenting the fires. They had actually made after one year Inside the
Firestorm, which also showed on the ABC.
As part of the extraordinary stories that were told, Rob Gordon—a very important trauma psychologist
who has actually been on that journey every step along the way in terms of that recovery in the
resilience of our communities and providing individual and community-based support and
professional advice—commented on a concept that I think ultimately inspires us. While we often focus
on post-traumatic stress and the rigours and the pain and suffering of post-traumatic stress, he brought
to my attention, my consciousness, the idea of post-traumatic growth. He talked about a building of
capacity, of resilience, of innovation and of spirit—that in fact many individuals and many
communities have grown through this experience. Through the pain and the suffering they have
triumphed by what they collectively have delivered. I thought: that is a concept that I actually want for
us to reflect on as our community moves on from times of struggle and strife—that we look for those
opportunities to collectively and individually grow.
That is the point that I would like to finish on in relation to this motion, because I think that is a very
inspiring concept that all of us can unite on in our determination to support those who grieve, to support
those who are isolated and who are lost and to celebrate and cherish our great capacity and endurance
to support one another.
The PRESIDENT: Can I, before calling Ms Lovell, acknowledge a previous member of this
chamber, Mr Simon Ramsay.
Also, just to note to members, given the importance of this motion, there are around 14 people who
want to contribute and hope to today before 6.30 p.m., so if people could try and keep their
contributions short for us to achieve that, it would be very much appreciated.
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (16:44): Tomorrow marks the 10th anniversary of the horrific
fires that raged throughout Victoria on 7 February 2009. By the end of the day, 450 000 hectares
were burnt and 2029 houses, 59 commercial properties—including shops, service stations, pubs and
a golf club—two police stations, three schools, three churches, one fire station, 399 machinery sheds,
363 hay sheds, 19 dairies, 26 woolsheds, 729 other farm buildings and 10 000 kilometres of fencing
were razed to the ground. And 11 800 head of stock and countless pets and native animals had died
in the fires. Around 320 000 people were affected by the fires; 7562 people were displaced. Four
hundred people were injured, and tragically 173 human lives were lost—162 of those lives were lost
in the electorate that I represent, including the life of one firefighter, David Balfour, of the Australian
Capital Territory. As we mark this 10th anniversary, my thoughts are with the families and friends of
those whose lives were lost and also those who were affected by the fires.
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It is difficult to believe that 10 years have passed as the memories of that day seem so fresh in my
mind. They are memories I will never forget. I remember clearly the morning of 7 February 2009. I
had been in Melbourne for a function on the Friday evening, and I was heading back home, ironically
to attend the 125th anniversary dinner of the Numurkah fire brigade. I remember driving along the
Hume Freeway and passing the pine plantation at Clonbinane. It was about 11.30 a.m., and the
morning had been relatively cool compared to what we had expected. I remember thinking at that
point that perhaps the day would not live up to the warnings that we had been given. Unfortunately,
that was not the case.
Almost at that precise moment Liz Jackson looked out the window of her house in Kilmore East and
saw smoke. She called the CFA, but the fire, fanned by increasingly strong, hot northerly wind gusts
of up to 125 kilometres per hour, spread quickly. I would not have reached the top of the Great
Dividing Range before the fire spread into the pine plantation at Clonbinane and ‘grew fangs’, as Chris
Isbister, a former CFA firefighter from Wandong, described it.
The fire jumped the Hume Freeway, and in its path were communities including Kinglake, Wandong,
Flowerdale, Whittlesea, Humevale, Strathewen, St Andrews and many more—communities that
would be devastated by the fire. In Melbourne, at the state’s integrated emergency coordination centre,
Bruce Esplin, Ewan Waller and Russell Rees were monitoring fires all over the state—near Bendigo,
Beechworth, Coleraine, Horsham and Callignee. But it was the fire at Kilmore East, which was
burning toward Melbourne, that really concerned them.
In midafternoon a separate fire emerged near a sawmill in Murrindindi. It was running parallel to the
Kilmore East fire and heading toward Marysville. By early evening the vast majority of homes and
buildings in Marysville had been razed to the ground, and 34 lives had been lost in Marysville alone.
At 10.00 p.m. the government announced that 14 people had died. That number was actually 173.
If members of the chamber would actually like to gain a greater insight into what happened on the day
of the fires and how little the authorities actually knew of what was going on around Victoria—how
ill prepared Victoria was for that fire—I encourage you to go on to the parliamentary library website
and search for an article called ‘How the battle for Victoria was fought and lost’. This appeared on the
front page of the Australian on 14 February. It was written by Cameron Stewart and Corrie Perkin,
and it really is an eye-opening account of what happened in Victoria that day.
As a local member, in the days and weeks and months following the fires I was to see and hear things
that I never want to experience again. I was taken into Kinglake and Marysville only a day or two after
the fires. These communities were unrecognisable, and the bodies of those who perished were still in
their cars or lay where they fell. It was heartbreaking, as were the stories we heard of communities that
were engulfed without warning. The fire had moved so fast that authorities were not able to issue
warnings quickly enough. We heard stories from firefighters of pagers that failed or messages received
too late. We saw the real impact of the intensity of the fires on the environment, and at one point during
one of those early trips into the Kinglake area we stopped and we got out of the car. What hit me first
was the silence. The silence was deafening. There was not a bird to tweet, there was not a leaf to rustle,
there was not a cricket to chirp. Nothing existed—and everything was just in shades of black and
white. In fact the earth was so white it was as if the dirt had burnt. It reminded me of the moon landing
because as you walked the ash on the earth actually followed you. It was like being stuck in a blackand-white TV with the sound turned off. That is the best description I can give of it—a black-andwhite TV with the sound turned off.
During those days that followed the fires I sat with constituents who had lost everything, and I was
humbled and proud to be able to offer what assistance I could to support them through that time.
I know the fires have touched everyone in the Victorian community. Most Victorians would have
known someone who died or at least someone who had lost someone—and all Victorians would have

COMMEMORATIONS
Wednesday, 6 February 2019

Legislative Council

207

felt the loss of Brian Naylor and his wife, Moiree, as Brian had come into all of our homes for over
30 years to read the news each evening.
I was personally touched by the loss of the O’Gorman family, Allan, Carolyn and their son Stuart,
who died in the fires at their home in Humevale. I have with me today the bookmark that was given
out at their memorial service. My thoughts and love are with Allan and Carolyn’s surviving children,
Bronwyn and Patrick, as well as the families and friends of all those who died in the fires.
I would also like to acknowledge two members of our parliamentary family, Mark and Heather Smith,
who lost their house in Marysville.
The resilience of country communities never ceases to amaze me. From almost day one, residents
within the areas that were destroyed were determined that they would rebuild, and ‘We will rebuild’
became their motto. They were also determined that they did not want to be known as victims; nor did
they want to be defined by the fires. Communities have rebuilt and whilst they will never look exactly
the same and signs of the fires still exist on the hills surrounding them, these are proud communities
with so much to offer and so much to look forward to. I encourage everyone to visit tourist areas like
Marysville to enjoy the beauty of the area and the fantastic businesses and experiences they offer.
Finally I would like to pay tribute to all the emergency services personnel who risked their own lives
on 7 February 2009 to assist these communities: the CFA volunteers and staff firefighters, many of
whom lost family members and houses while they worked to save others; local police who bravely
evacuated residents; and SES volunteers. No words can express my gratitude and admiration for the
efforts of our emergency services on the day. The assistance was not limited to the day but extended
for weeks after, when they were joined by an army of volunteers from organisations too numerous to
mention. My gratitude is with you all.
I would also like to thank the Victorian community, who so generously donated money, clothing and
goods to assist the recovery.
The 10th anniversary is a time for us to remember those who were lost and to thank everyone who
assisted on the day and those who have assisted over the past 10 years of recovery. But most of all it
is an opportunity for us to celebrate the future of these communities and their achievements.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (16:53): Thank you to the previous speakers on this motion. That was really
good, Ms Lovell. Thank you.
I want to pay tribute also to those impacted by the series of bushfires in 2009. It was clearly an event
that has had a profound effect on Victoria, and indeed the country—on none more than those who
were lost and those family and friends who miss them dearly.
Like Mr Jennings, I find it really hard to believe that the tragic events are 10 years old. It really cut
through when you heard from Strathewen’s principal, Ms Hayward, who explained that the locals are
certainly not feeling like they are 10 years old.
In the days leading up to 7 February, the conditions were forecast. I remember being in this place as a
political adviser and I remember the Premier responding in the house, saying that this was going to be a
really horrific period and warning people to be prepared. But no-one foresaw the scale that was endured.
Temperatures neared 40 degrees by 11.00 a.m. in many parts of the state and later climbed to the mid40s. Numerous areas endured record-breaking maximums. As Ms Lovell explained, the strong winds
in the morning grew to storm force as the day progressed, with fires breaking out, and in the afternoon
a wind change moving across the state was very difficult to predict and respond to and it was just
intensifying the fires.
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Throughout that day, the 7th, 316 grass, scrub or forest fires were attended to—from Horsham to
Kinglake and Kilmore, Traralgon to Bendigo, and Beechworth. Around 4000 fire and emergency
response personnel directly attended the fires.
The majority of responders were volunteers, some crossing borders to support Victorians in their time
of greatest need. I personally have had the great honour on several occasions to present some of these
volunteers with the National Emergency Medal for service during the devastating 2009 bushfires. This
is a medal that recognises service and support to a community during a nationally significant
emergency and acknowledges the courage and commitment of CFA members. The government is
incredibly proud of our emergency management volunteers and the medals were just a small way of
recognising vital service during a horrific period of Victoria’s history.
I do not think it is going too far to say that the 2009 bushfires changed Victoria. Across the state,
78 communities were impacted, 430 000 hectares of land were destroyed and 11 000 farm animals
were killed or injured. And of course that heartbreaking number of 173 just stays with us all.
Today of course many communities are still recovering. In my inaugural speech to this house I touched
on this very day and the phenomenal resilience of country communities in their capacity to respond to
emergencies. During the aftermath I was humbled to meet with many locals working without
hesitation to continue to keep the communities safe, informed and bound together. Along with the then
Deputy Premier, Rob Hulls, I toured the torched areas of Strathewen, Flowerdale and Marysville,
where there were haunting images of flattened and blackened homes in locations where bodies had
been located. That is the type of stuff that does not leave you.
I remember the faces of the CFA members, incident control teams, Department of Sustainability and
Environment staff, police and Department of Human Services (DHS) staff, relief centre staff, cooks,
doctors, vets, lawyers and community members. Many of them had lost so much but they were still
there to help others.
My mother was a DHS employee, and she spent hours in recovery centres, helping process emergency
grants and the immediate needs of those people who were at their most raw, having had all their
worldly belongings reduced to charcoal and not necessarily knowing where family members or friends
were.
Of note also are the councillors, CEOs and local government staff of the impacted communities, who
not only responded on the day but are still at the forefront of this recovery—for me, none more than
those in the Murrindindi shire. For example, in just this period alone, they have helped support
60 commemorative events, from services to art exhibitions and mental health first aid training. I would
like to pay special thanks to the mayor, Sandice McAuley, former mayor Charlie Bissett, CEO Craig
Lloyd and other councillors and staff for their commitment to their communities during this period.
They are really tight-knit communities and those guys have been out there helping everyone and they
are doing a fantastic job.
I think of February 2009 often, of course, now that I represent that area, along with Mr Gepp. I note
that Mr Gepp has asked me to speak on his behalf today as well. Thank you for that honour, Mr Gepp.
Both of us drive through and meet with constituents across the area. For me personally, I live
10 kilometres from where the Kilmore East fire began at 11.47 a.m. on the top of a rocky hill between
two gullies. This fire then headed towards Mount Disappointment. That is my kitchen window view,
Mount Disappointment, so I often and regularly reflect on that day, particularly as a mum of two small
kids. When it is reaching 40 degrees, I usually send them to Melbourne. In the centre of my home
town, Broadford, is a memorial with a map of the region and a plaque outlining the impact on the
region. It pays respect to those who lost their lives and the contributions of the many who assisted with
the recovery.
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I, like most members of this house, was honoured to attend the state commemoration service on
Monday evening to pay my respects to those who died, those who lost homes and those brave men
and women who fought to save lives, homes and property. Those horrific events still impact on many
communities, and it was important to allow everyone to commemorate this anniversary in their own
way. I think it was really important that we did not hold that event tomorrow. As many of us who are
speaking to communities know, it is important for all of our people to grieve, remember and get
together in their own way. With time and the extraordinary outpouring of community support then and
now, little by little, the healing after the 2009 fires continues in towns and rural communities and for
those who were touched by those events. I know that tomorrow in particular will be incredibly difficult
for many people, and my thoughts will be with them as they get through this milestone.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (17:00): On behalf of the Greens, I offer my deepest and
ongoing condolences to all those who lost family members, friends and loved ones in the Black
Saturday fires, all those who were affected. As we know, the pain and grief have continued for years
and continue to this day. Today is a day for all of us in this place to remember and to reflect. We
remember the tragedy of Black Saturday. We reflect on the losses and the horrors of that day and the
lessons we took from it.
Being met with the haze and smell of fires when we opened our doors to the outside world yesterday
was an ominous and stark reminder about the events of 10 years ago. Few Victorians would forget the
heatwave conditions that we endured in the lead-up to Black Saturday, followed by the stories that
started to emerge about the catastrophic bushfires that had taken hold. Today the figures are still
sobering. One hundred and seventy-three Victorians lost their lives in the fires, still the highest loss of
life from a bushfire in Australia. Another 414 people were injured and 3500 buildings were destroyed,
including more than 2000 houses. Up to one million animals died. As many as 400 individual fires
burned that day. More than 450 000 hectares of our state burned, ecosystems destroyed. Seventy-three
communities were affected by the fires. Entire communities were destroyed: Kinglake and Kinglake
West, Marysville, Flowerdale, Narbethong and Strathewen. Whole families perished.
But out of the horror of that day also came tales of courage, of immense bravery, of kindness and of
strength, stories that are just as powerful today as they were 10 years ago. There are stories of parents
and grandparents who died protecting the children and of neighbours who stayed behind to help
neighbours, and in the weeks and months that followed the fires, stories of resilience, of rebuilding
and of hope.
In a testament to how close-knit our community here in Victoria is, most of us knew people whose
lives were impacted by those times. On Monday we gathered at a touching tribute service for the lives
and communities affected. We heard of the grief that stays with people when their loved one is no
longer with them. We heard from local schools about how they supported their young people who
were traumatised, and we heard about programs that had been developed to reconnect people to the
land and environment, led by Indigenous educators.
I also want to acknowledge the extraordinary work of the emergency services in responding to the fires
and the aftermath of Black Saturday. Every single person who helped that day—the professional
firefighters and the almost 20 000 CFA volunteers who battled the blazes, the paramedics who assisted
the injured, the dispatchers who fielded the many calls of distress—all of you played an enormous role
in helping Victorians through that awful day. Our emergency services personnel take a massive risk
every time they respond to an incident, and we honour the work they do every day in keeping us all safe.
We hear often that bushfires are a normal part of life in Victoria and that bushfires have been
happening on this land for hundreds of years. But the scale of the fires on Black Saturday was beyond
anything many of us had experienced or had expected. Melbourne had experienced three consecutive
days above 43 degrees and the temperature reached 46 degrees on the 7th. The drought meant that the
state was extremely dry. Strong northerly winds rolled in, resulting in a perfect storm of conditions
that created the worst day of fire conditions the state had ever seen. The fires burned at an intensity of
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150 000 kilowatts a metre, producing energy equal to 1500 atomic bombs. Wind speeds of
120 kilometres per hour fuelled the fire, and when the wind changed direction later in the day it created
unpredictable fire paths.
Although bushfire is an ever-present threat in this country, these conditions and the intensity of this
fire were new. The severity of Black Saturday changed the way we respond to bushfires. We created
an entire new fire danger rating—catastrophic, or code red. We changed our advice from ‘stay and
defend’ to ‘leave and live’. We prepared, but we also hoped that the tragedy and the extreme weather
conditions that created it were a once-in-a-lifetime event. However, the decade since has proved
otherwise. As weather extremes become more frequent, I believe it is incumbent on all of us, especially
people like us in the positions of power and representation that we hold here in the Victorian
Parliament, to do everything we possibly can to prevent a tragedy like this from ever unfolding in our
state again.
In the preface to the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission final report the commissioners noted:
Bushfire is an intrinsic part of Victoria's landscape, and if time dims our memory we risk repeating the
mistakes of the past.

All of us in this place have a duty to stop this from ever happening again. Yet I fear we are already at
risk of forgetting, because while we know that there is an established link between climate change and
more frequent and severe natural disasters, we are still not doing what needs to be done to tackle the
environmental and social disaster we are currently facing. We, as parliamentarians, are here to serve
the people and to protect Victorians from ever having to experience a tragedy like this again. NGOs,
environmental groups and other experts consistently tell us that conditions like these are only going to
get worse if we continue down the path we are currently on. We know that if we continue to burn coal,
we will see more firestorms of the unthinkable scale the Black Saturday fires reached—fires that burn
longer and hotter than ever before. We know we will have more of the conditions that create these
types of fires, longer droughts and more heatwaves. Yet in the 10 years since this tragedy Australian
governments have dragged their feet on taking real action on climate change. Where other countries
are closing coal plants and investing in solar, wind and battery storage, Australian governments have
continued to burn dirty brown coal, proposed building new coal-fired power stations and opened the
way for a mega coalmine like Adani.
We can already see the effects of decades of inaction. Last month was the hottest month in Australia
since records began. Tasmania has been burning since before Christmas, with fires so large the smoke
has reached New Zealand. In Victoria we have had 2100 grass and bush fires this summer alone. In
the north of the country Townsville is flooded, an environmental disaster that may be different in
quality but is no less dangerous in its threat to life and land. This is the new Australia where extreme
weather conditions and natural disasters will become more normal. Those perfect fire conditions we
had on Black Saturday, with extreme heat, years of drought and hot winds, will be more likely to occur
again and again.
Dr Kevin Tolhurst, an associate professor in fire ecology and a bushfire specialist, said in 2009:
From our records, we have to say this is a one-in-100-year event. But in terms of the current trends with
climate change, I'd say you could well see the same thing happening in the next 20 years.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has said that we have just 12 years to avoid
catastrophic climate change. It is time for us to act.
Victoria has done more than most, perhaps knowing what we face if we do not. But to stop our state
experiencing a climate disaster, there is more to do.
Tomorrow will be a difficult day for so many. Our hearts and our thoughts will be with them. The
memories of that Saturday are still raw 10 years later. Victorians will mourn again our losses and hope
again that we will never see another tragedy on this scale. The best way to honour our past is to protect
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our future. We must protect our state from the impending climate disaster and from a future where
Black Saturday fires are the norm, not the exception. We must create a Victoria that takes the link
between climate change and bushfires seriously. We can honour those who lost their lives, those who
lost family members, those who lost their homes and those who responded to the disaster by each and
every one of us here committing to doing everything we possibly can to prevent, as much as we
possibly can, this type of catastrophic event from ever occurring again and to protecting the lives of
all future Victorians.
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (17:09): I am honoured to stand here today and make a few comments
in relation to the 10th anniversary of the 2009 bushfires, and I commend the government for bringing
such a sensitively worded motion to the house. I think it has resonated with all of us here today, and
The Nationals will be wholeheartedly supporting this motion.
In my short contribution I would like to focus on the present, the past and the future. In recent times
we have had a fairly severe current fire season, and we have seen in the Eastern Victoria Region fires
in Rosedale in early January, in Timbarra up in the hills, Moondarra, Heyfield, Aberfeldy, the
Thomson area and Walhalla—thankfully that town was saved largely—and in Grantville on the nature
reserve there.
I would like to acknowledge the immense contribution that our Victorian emergency service personnel
make at the current time: the CFA both career and volunteer, the SES, Victoria Police, ambulance
paramedics, all sorts of professional agencies, community organisations, charities and our volunteers
and individuals. I visited Grantville recently, and there is nothing that brings the stark reality of fire
home more than seeing volunteers come off the fireground. This was a reasonably well controlled
event that the CFA was getting on top of, but folks—ladies and gentlemen—were coming off with
streaks of ash on their faces, ready to cool down and have some nourishment and then go back out on
the fireground. I also want to pay homage and tribute to the foresters—the harvesters and contractors—
for using their expertise and equipment to make containment lines.
Certainly in relation to the past, this is the 10th anniversary of this event that changed our world in
Victoria and was recognised across the world. In eastern Victoria there were very significant fires, and
the Delburn complex fires brought home to me the depth of the pain there. The towns of Mirboo North,
Woollahra, Yinnar and Churchill were severely affected. I will not go into the fine-grain detail, but it
hit home, and it hit home in no greater detail than when I, as a teacher at Mirboo North High School,
went back into the school on Friday, 6 February 2009, and went into the beautiful little auditorium that
looked out toward the east to Darlimurla and Boolarra and saw big reams of smoke emanating from
that area and leaf litter and debris falling on the school and heard the cries of our people in that
auditorium just bereft about what they were facing.
I also want to acknowledge the strength of the CFA, the then Department of Natural Resources and
Environment, the SES and the like who were there. What I also feel in regard to that is that we had
students starting at our school all fresh-eyed and bushy-tailed at the start of that term and then the
following week they had lost their homes, they had lost everything—photos, everything that they
owned—and they came back to school in borrowed uniforms and with borrowed lunchboxes.
I want to pay tribute to the amazing counselling services that we experienced I am sure right across
the state and those people that sat down with people affected and communicated with them strongly.
Right across Eastern Victoria Region Churchill, Cornella, Callignee, Traralgon South, Hazelwood
South were severely affected, and I could go on and on.
One thing that came home to me in relation to Ms Lovell’s speech—and it coincidently was the same
family, a family that I hold dear—was that this family was affected with loss of life in the fires. What
happens with families is that we are a tree and, if one limb is ripped away very tragically and without
a chance to say goodbye, the other members of that family have to grow and reshape that tree in order
to embrace, nurture and survive. In truth the other members and the new branches form in a different
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way, and I think all of those 173 families would have had to regrow in a different capacity. I just
marvel at how aunties became parents to nieces and nephews and the like.
One other point that I would like to raise is that there is a lot of symbolism now. People draw hope
and strength from symbolism, and indeed symbolic monuments have been constructed right across
our state in relation to this event. There is a powerful one of a phoenix rising. It is a sculpture that is at
the entrance of the Traralgon South CFA, and it was erected by the brigade themselves. The phoenix
rising recognises those who perished and those who came to support the community. The plaque on
the sculpture says, ‘Those who can must. Thank you to those that did’.
I too attended the state commemoration on Monday evening. It was a very solemn, well-weighted and
meaningful event. I want to raise one point out of that, and that is the Firestick project. I commend the
government for flagging it as a wonderful way of communicating the Indigenous people’s attachment
to the land, their understanding of the land and also Uncle David Wandin, a Wurundjeri leader, and
what he has contributed in this space at Dixons Creek Primary School. This is a request or a challenge,
but I really think the government would want to look at this.
The Firestick project needs to be not just symbolism and communication and education, which is
important in our schools, but it needs to be a practice that is adopted across the state. Cool Indigenous
firestick burns can regenerate our bush, can create diversity in our bush, can create culture in our
Indigenous people and a rebirth of the culture that their ancestors and their ancestors in turn
experienced, and they can also mitigate and improve our fire preparedness. I think this is a very
worthwhile project. Finally, thank you for your indulgence, President. Mr David Tree is well-known
to people by his image if not by his name. He is a Mirboo North resident and CFA volunteer. He was
the gentleman in the photo that went around the world in relation to the compassionate gesture of a
CFA firefighter providing water to a very thirsty koala. He has asked me to read this into Hansard for
our Victorian Parliament and members of the wider community:
To each member of the Victorian parliament—10 years ago our most beautiful part of the world & the
wonderful folk who live here had an unjustified event occur.
Our landscape scared, families displaced, loved ones lost, everything changed. No matter where you look, no
matter how you look at it, we have no way of undoing what was done.
This event changed ALL our lives in one way or another. Nevertheless, it is how we respond as a caring
community that makes all the difference.
We should refuse to be hurt by any indelible misguided comments of the day.
What we need to do is act & behave in accordance with what matters most.
Under NO circumstances should we ever stop giving serious attention to those who still need our love,
devotion, respect & support, whether they were affected, directly or in directly, this incident touched us ALL.
Individuals have a role & responsibility to play in their communities.
We must continue to love care & support each other, healing is an ongoing process; we must be mindful of
the needs of others and open to providing selfless service & do so without being asked, to protect that which
matters to us most—be it human or otherwise.

In his last comment, in true form, David said:
Love is like a parachute, it works better when its open.

Mr DALIDAKIS (Southern Metropolitan) (17:19): I rise to contribute to a motion that I wish I did
not have to respond to—a motion that if it had not needed to be moved would have represented life as
normal going forward. Sadly that was not the case 10 years ago. Can I say that I stand with everybody
both in this house and in the other place as we commemorate the innocence lost, the lives lost, the lives
damaged and the lives changed forever more. We also stand here to commemorate the enduring
optimism of the people that faced this tragedy, that stared it down and that have rebuilt their lives and
in so doing have managed to rebuild their communities.
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I commend the contribution of Ms Lovell. Earlier in the day I had the opportunity to listen to the
contributions of a number of colleagues in the other place, two of which I just wish to mention now.
One is the contribution of a very dear friend of mine, Danielle Green, about her experience on the day,
and the other of course is the contribution of the member for Frankston, Paul Edbrooke, who had a
fine career as one of our emergency service fire workers, who also experienced that day in his guise
as a professional firefighter at that point in time.
Ten years ago, as many of you would know, I was the chief executive of the timber industry here in
Victoria. It was an industry that suffered not only through the loss of resources and businesses but
through the loss of people as well—people fighting fires and people living in the communities affected.
It was an extraordinary time that I hope I never have to see, experience or be a part of in the rest of my
adult life while I have breath. Can I also say that as we stand here to commemorate what was one of
the most challenging and difficult times that we will ever experience, it is also a time to celebrate the
heroism that we saw on the day of the emergency services personnel and the volunteers and the heroic
acts of ordinary people who did extraordinary things. If that is not something that we can come together
and celebrate today, then there will be nothing that ever brings us together as one.
I wish to say to those people that who have rebuilt and who have lived on that we will not forget what
you have been through and we will not forget the challenges that you have faced. I hope we rise to
meet your needs as you continue to put your lives back together and live your lives as best you can. I
think that we all come together as one at times like these. This does not just bring out the best of our
community, it brings out the best of us in this place.
I think that the words of our leaders, the words of the Governor and the words of Ms Lovell in this
place spoke beautifully of what we experienced on that day, and so those people that were affected
need not be alone. If nothing else, may they understand that they are not alone.
Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (17:23): I rise to add my voice, my mourning and my solidarity
on behalf the people of Northern Victoria Region. Black Saturday was a disaster on a scale that we in
modern Australia are not used to. Towns were annihilated, communities were decimated and scars of
grief were left behind that will persist for generations. The bush grows back but the losses remain.
Much of the devastation was in northern Victoria, but there were many fires across the state.
We should be clear: there have always been bushfires in Australia and there always will be, and people
who live in the bush will be impacted. Country people have been dealing with the destruction and the
loss, rebuilding and getting on with their lives for all of our history, and they will continue to do so.
We are resilient and we endure.
I think we must all remember how we were feeling on that day, 7 February 2009, and on the days that
followed as the true extent of the devastation became clear—the scenes of destruction and the shocking
jump in the initial death toll. First there was shock, and then sadness, which gave way to a terrible
anger, an anger that all those people could die in the middle of their lives in modern Australia just that
little distance from Melbourne. This is a time to remember and for nothing else. It is not the time for
politics. However, I consider it my job to strive to avoid a repeat of this disaster in the coming years.
I will not give well-meaning people a pass; I will put you on notice. We remember the emergency
workers, the firefighters and the volunteers that came to the aid of the affected. We remember the loss.
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (17:25): I echo the statements and sentiments already
expressed by members in this chamber today in relation to Black Saturday. I would like to further
acknowledge the tremendous investigative work conducted by our police and fire services. Having had
personal experience in such investigations—on a much smaller scale, mind you—I am in total awe of
the teamwork of members from across the emergency services in Victoria and also other states and
overseas as well. Everyone came to help without hesitation, and it was remarkable. Moving forward
from that dreadful day, studies on the effects of the Black Saturday bushfires indicate that over a
quarter of those impacted still suffer from serious mental health issues to this day. We are all too
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familiar with the studies and details of what occurred on Black Saturday, but what is becoming more
familiar is the struggle experienced by survivors and emergency personnel from that horrible day.
These struggles continue to this day, and I would like to acknowledge all the survivors and
organisations that continue to support all those still experiencing the trauma to this day, in particular
organisations such as Fighting PTSD VicPol and the retired peer support officer program. After this
week our yellow ribbons will leave our clothes until next year, but we will never forget. For those
affected by the fires, their yellow ribbons will continue to remain with them, unseen. To all the
volunteers and professional organisations assisting those in need, I thank you for your contribution
and ongoing support to those who need it most.
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (17:27): I rise to make my own contribution to today’s condolence
motion, and at the outset I wish to commend every other member who has spoken on this particular
motion. For those who are not speaking today, I know that your hearts lie with those Victorians who
will endure their own pain in the course of this week in a way that will never truly go away but which
may abate, change and evolve in the way that grief does as scar tissue forms and as time passes. At the
outset I want to talk about the lives lost. In human terms, 173 people lost their lives, with the total fatalities
moving up to 180 people after the fires had passed; 450 000 hectares, thousands and thousands of
properties that were damaged irrevocably and communities that were ripped asunder. Through grey,
black and brown skies, towers of ash and walls of flame these extraordinary stories of courage, of
selflessness and of sacrifice deserve to be told, deserve to endure and deserve to be heard with respect,
with reverence, with grief and with all of the honour that we as parliamentarians can give them.
The Black Saturday fires are a reminder to us of the fragility of our environments, of the resilience of
our communities and of the enduring and enormous power of grief to disrupt and cause ripples in
people’s lives long after the cause has indeed past. We know that in the aftermath of these fires as we
moved through landscapes as alien and as black, as white and as grey as anything we had ever seen in
a photograph, that it would take time. But as so many have referenced, the passing of time occurs
differently in moments of trauma, which often involve revisiting those same seconds, those same car
trips, those same escapes, those same journeys and those same painful empty days over and over and
over again.
To everybody who reached out in the course of the aftermath of Black Saturday and in the course of
fighting those some 400 fires across the state: we thank you and we think of you, our love is with you,
our hearts go with you and we continue to underscore the importance of reaching out, of seeking
assistance and of sharing your stories in order to make sure that your own sacrifices are remembered,
commemorated, memorialised and indeed celebrated in a number of instances. We note the coming
together of so many people in so many unorthodox permutations and ways to provide succour,
comfort, spiritual relief and the necessities that life involves around simply putting one foot in front of
the other when shoes have been destroyed and when there is nothing left of the family home.
We need to continue as parliamentarians, as governments, as elected representatives, as members of
local government, as members of community organisations, as family members, as workmates, as
colleagues and as participants in life in this state because stories should and must be told, and again
the extraordinary is something that should never be forgotten—the nature of metal dissolving into
small balls to rest and rust into the centre of a road because the temperatures have reached that of an
oven, the grief associated with the loss of everything that people had worked so hard towards: building
their homes; creating their families; and creating and building their farms, their businesses and their
membership of communities. These are the things that tie us to that day and which we must continue
to talk about, to discuss and to name.
As we move through these commemorations, it is also important to know and to respect the desires of
communities to celebrate, to remember, to recall and to bond and re-bond in the ways that suit them
best. Whether it is at a brigade level, whether it is about units of the SES, the CFA, the MFB or Parks
Victoria, whether it is forestry and haulage contractors, public sector workers, people in small business
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or those from sporting clubs and associations, what we need to know, to honour and to respect is their
desire to process grief in the ways that best suit them and to honour and remember people who have
been lost or irrevocably changed as a consequence of Black Saturday in the course of this process.
Tributes can often seem trite. They can often seem insufficient. They can often seem like empty words,
and yet I know that words, where they are shared by those who have their own lived experience of
Black Saturday, will be far more important than anything that we as elected representatives can add to
the public record on this matter.
In closing, I do want to commend everyone who has worked so hard not just to respond to the
immediacy of the emergency throughout that awful period, not just to help communities to rebuild and
not just to see the first green shoots of bracken as that photograph changed from black and white back
into a form of technicolour and those birds returned. We need to make sure that, again, we continue to
honour our communities for all they have endured and that we continue to have the discussions around
loss and around the importance of this grief, and we need to do so in a way that lends that tribute to
the actions that we bring to this Parliament so that we can, in essence, emulate the very best of human
spirit and endeavour and courage and sacrifice that is out there in so many stories, so many of which
remain untold. So I would urge anybody who has been part of the Black Saturday event, the aftermath
or the rebuilding to share your stories, to have your experiences known and to make sure that you are
part of not just the history of what occurred but the way in which we as Victorians came to be our best
as a result of it all.
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (17:34): I rise to support this motion and express my
condolences to those who lost loved ones and who were adversely affected by the dreadful Black
Saturday fires and to also pay tribute to all emergency service personnel and the volunteers who
assisted so many.
There is nothing more frightening than the smell and sight of smoke from out-of-control fires. My
region of Western Victoria has a history of suffering significantly from bushfires, from the Black
Thursday fires of 1851, which brought devastation to the communities of Portland and Wimmera; to
the 1943–44 fires, in which my grandfather attempted to shelter from the blaze in a culvert on his farm
in Darlington but died three weeks later from his burns—I have no doubt that our experience in treating
burns in Australia means we lead the world in delivering better outcomes now than were possible for
my grandfather—and there were 50 other victims lost across the state in those fires; to the Ash
Wednesday fires of 1983, which saw the deeply saddening deaths of not only 47 residents in rural
communities but 14 firefighters also; and to the recent St Patrick’s Day 2018 fires, which raged across
farming land near where I live. Fortunately on that occasion there was no loss of life, but our area lost
4000 head of livestock, 24 houses and 63 sheds, with 250 properties affected. I was a shire councillor
in the area at the time, and it was awe-inspiring to see how shire workers and the community rallied at
an instant in the middle of the night to support those in desperate need. BlazeAid, the volunteer fencebuilding charity, have only recently left the area after restoring thousands of kilometres of fencing for
farmers who had no ability to house their stock without a fence. A special tribute was paid to BlazeAid
in our recent shire Australia Day awards.
It is undeniable that bushfires are an unfortunate part of our natural environment, but this
uncomfortable reality is mitigated by the existence of Victoria’s greatest volunteer agency, the Country
Fire Authority, along with other volunteer organisations like the SES; the Red Cross; St Vincent
de Paul; the Country Women’s Association; churches; hay, fodder and fencing providers; and many
others, including op shop volunteers, who come together in those emergencies and do so much. Last
Saturday I was honoured to join the Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency Linda Dessau, AC, at two
events to recognise the 10-year anniversary of the 2009 bushfires. Her Excellency eloquently referred
to the events, but most particularly to the volunteers from so many organisations who risked their own
lives and gave up so much to support those in such desperate need. We were in Hamilton and Coleraine
for these events, and the recovery of mind, soul and property still continues today.
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I met Anthony Watt, who left his farm and wife to move to a vantage point to oversee the firefighting
operation. He said he did not think twice about the risk of leaving his own home to try to save others;
that is what you do. Anthony is typical of our amazing CFA volunteers, who often return to their
properties to find devastation has struck them also.
Bill Smith was incident controller of the 2009 Coleraine bushfires and reflected on changes to the CFA
in the last 10 years. While Coleraine has received a new fire station and equipment, the number of
volunteers involved in the brigade has diminished substantially. The CFA is a community-based
organisation, therefore reliant on volunteers, and it is sad that their numbers are dwindling. All I could
do on that Black Saturday was to make sure that our thousands of farm animals had water, that our
dogs and horses were safe and that the sprinkler kept the thousands of birds hydrated under a huge
tree. Our animals and I were incredibly fortunate. Others were not.
I pay tribute to all those who fought the fires, the service volunteers who comforted the grieving and
cared for the vulnerable, and who continue to do so today.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (17:39): I rise to briefly speak on this condolence motion,
and I think of all those people for whom tomorrow may well be a very difficult day. As they say, their
life will never be the same. But they also mention that this tragic event has brought a deeper resilience
and kindness to their communities. Some of them say they are finally on the path to recovery, and for
others, that sense of loss is never going to leave them.
At the commemoration ceremony on Monday evening we heard Dr Kathy Rowe, who lost her
husband in the fires, speak on behalf of many of the bereaved. She said that it is hard to believe that it
has been 10 years, but on the other hand it sometimes feels so raw that it feels like yesterday. I have
no doubt that thousands of people in those communities are feeling just like that.
Another person was quoted as saying, ‘My emotions don’t feel 10 years old’, and I completely
understand that. But Kathy, like many of them, spoke about resilience and kindness, and Dr Rowe spoke
about the gradual return of the birds and the importance of that recovery, and how that moved her through
those emotions. First she heard the magpies and then she heard the other birds coming forward. She said
that it was good to reflect at this point on what we have lost but also on the lessons that we have learned,
the kindness that we have experienced—and so many of the contributions today have mentioned that—
and the heroic and selfless efforts of the volunteers and neighbours during that time.
The word ‘resilience’ has continued to echo through this, and I think it is these tragedies and these
moments that enable us to recognise the strength of our communities and the kindness of our
communities, something that we sometimes do not notice or think about as we go through our day.
But I will be thinking tomorrow about the families of those 173 people who lost their lives and about
all of those people who lost their homes, their farms—everything.
When I thought about that commemoration ceremony, I went to Melbourne Museum’s From the
Heart exhibition, and I encourage everyone to go to this exhibition. It really is something quite
wonderful. My breath was taken away by one display there, which was nine large yellow ribbons. On
one of them the words were simply, ‘I love you, Mum xxoo Glenis’. I do not know Glenis, but that
still goes through to my heart.
I know that tomorrow we will all remember where we were on that day. I know where I was. I was
not anywhere near the fires, but my mind went straight back to January 2003, when I was near a fire—
a Canberra bushfire. Bushfire in this circumstance is not the right word. It does not properly describe
the catastrophe of these days. In Canberra we called it a firestorm, and I think that is a far more
appropriate term.
I drove up to the property when I was allowed to. The air was thick with smoke, and you could barely
see. We drove through what used to be a forest of mountain ash, and it was just matchsticks as far as
I could see. The fire went straight through our property. My two partners in it lost their homes, but
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they almost lost their lives as well. The thing that struck me at that time was that we had no plan. We
did not think about a fire. That has definitely changed. I know those 2009 fires have brought us all to
think about our plans—our escape strategies. When the fire came over the mountain range at the back
and onto our property, my partners up there decided that actually they had better go. We know that
that is when most people die—when they make that last-minute decision to flee and it is too late.
We did not have a plan, so the two blokes thought about what they needed to take in that last minute.
They did not take the precious photos. They did not take the precious family memories. They took a
second-hand washing machine and some Chinese tools they had bought from Bunnings a couple of
weeks before. They left everything else, but they nearly lost their lives as they left. The fire was literally
licking the back of the truck. The fuel in the truck was vaporising as the fire was getting closer, and so
it was stalling and they were having to start it again.
As I said, we did not have a plan, and we do now. I think that is one of the positive results out of this
tragedy—that we have made plans. We have changed the way we deal with fires. We have changed
the way we think about fires. We have changed the way we warn people about fires. We warn people
at that most catastrophic moment that it is too late to leave and that they must stay at home and try to
defend themselves. We have that warning now. We did not have it in 2009.
No matter how you have experienced a bushfire, it has an everlasting impact. Today is that reminder
of those missing loved ones. Through rebuilding those communities one brick at a time we are seeing
those scars starting to disappear or starting to lessen. Over the Christmas period I went up to the
property, and the mountain ash has almost returned. You can barely see the black scars of the fire of
2003. Today my heart goes out to all of those whose scars are still raw. But I am sure that through the
kindness and resilience of our communities, particularly our country communities, they will ease.
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (17:46): There have been some beautiful words said today,
and I hope I can articulate mine just as well. I will do my best.
President, it grieves me to think back on the horror of the firestorms that raged through our
communities just 10 years ago. For many this is a private time. We will all grieve the losses in different
ways, some in public services, some with private tears. I know there are many who would prefer to
forget. I offer my condolences to the more than 78 communities across Victoria who were directly
affected, and there are areas where whole townships were destroyed and lives lost. One hundred and
seventy-three lives were lost. Many thousands of homes and other dwellings were lost. Over
400 000 hectares were burnt. Millions of animals—farm stock and natives—were lost to fire.
I remember that day and the constant stream of information and news. It was massive and
overwhelming. Our fear was for our young niece—she is okay—who lived in Kinglake West with her
partner and three children. The fear of not knowing where she was was just awful. I remember family
members ringing around to check that everyone was okay. Fortunately we found out fairly early that
Fi, her partner and their three kids were okay. Her family lost their home and all their possessions that
day, but they were the lucky ones. They got out safely. Neighbours did not.
Hearing talk of the amazing response from our emergency services, volunteers and communities
during the immediate threat and many months following the fires makes me proud to be a Victorian.
Australia’s response to disaster shows us at our best. I sincerely thank the brave and noble professional
and volunteer members of fire services, the SES, Parks Victoria and Victoria Police who attended the
fires. I am grateful that we have teams ready to respond from the Red Cross and the Salvation Army
and give thanks to the many other volunteer organisations who flooded the area with support in the
wake of the fires.
We lost two firefighters in the storm. Arthurs Creek fire brigade volunteer firefighter Joe Shepherd
died on 22 February as a result of severe injuries and ACT firefighter David Balfour died on
17 February while assisting Victoria’s emergency services in the Yarra Ranges National Park. It was
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a long and harrowing bushfire season for Victoria’s fire services. I commend them for their
commitment and bravery. I am told that Victoria is recognised as the most bushfire-prone state in the
world. We have fallen victim to many major firestorms, including the 1939 Black Friday fires and the
Ash Wednesday fires. But Black Saturday—7 February 2009—set a new benchmark, a new level of
devastation.
Communities in the Nillumbik shire in the north of my region were among those most affected and
closest to the threat of fire. The Eltham area was only just spared from the destructive Black Saturday
bushfires. It was saved by an early and unexpected wind change that pushed the fire through Kinglake.
I fear that without that wind change we may have lost many, many more people. The fact that Kinglake
bore the brunt of the fire rather than a residential Melbourne suburb gives us little comfort. I wear a
yellow ribbon to remember those who were lost as a result of the fires on 7 February 2009.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (17:51): I also rise to speak on the tragic loss of lives on
Black Saturday, which was one of the worst bushfire events in our nation’s history. One hundred and
seventy-three people lost their lives, seven others later succumbed to their injuries and two firefighters
who came to assist lost their lives as well. About 414 non-fatal injuries were sustained, and I cannot
even imagine or count the number of psychological injuries still suffered by many Victorians in these
areas. My thoughts are with the families and loved ones of those who lost their lives and those who
survived the horrible events of that day. As I said, the impact of those fires is still felt today. I know
many of the people who actually live in the devastated region, in the Kinglake region. Our family has
a farm in Glenburn. We were one of the lucky ones. The fire decided not to cross the road. But other
people were not that lucky, and I will come back to that in a second.
I just want to take the opportunity to thank all the CFA, both volunteers—the many thousands of
them—and career firefighters. They are angels. They are heroes. They are the ones who are there to
defend our country. We have got two armed forces of this country: the ones who actually carry
weapons to defend us from external threats, and these heroes, firefighters, both volunteers and career
firefighters, who defend us when nature turns against us. I want to pay tribute to them and appreciate
their effort.
There is a smaller group: firefighters who call themselves forest firefighters, who are employed by
what was the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE). I had the honour to represent
them for many, many years. They are the ones who wear the green overalls. They are the ones who
get in helicopters and jump behind enemy lines, if you wish to say it that way. They come in to put
these fires out or they start little fires to redirect the main fire from residential areas. Basically the only
tool they have is their backpack, and that is it. They are left alone. To me they are the special forces,
and we do not talk too much about them. They are my heroes. I have had the honour of knowing a lot
of them over the years.
Particularly I just want to talk about two DSE firefighters who lost their lives in February 2013. They
are Steven Kadar, 34 years old, and Katie Peters, 19 years of age. Both of them lost their lives in 2013,
and the worst part was when I attended their funerals and talked to their parents. Since then there has
been a coronial inquiry to inquire into their deaths. They learned from what happened on that day.
Similarly, we tried to learn from the bushfires of Black Saturday with the 2009 Victorian Bushfires
Royal Commission, which happened after that. We definitely had a lot of lessons out of that, and
maybe that is why we are better off—better equipped to fight or face these events.
If I go back to what happened on that day, my family was supposed to go up to the farm in Glenburn
on that day, but as we were driving we decided to actually divert and go to Parkdale instead to a
birthday party, which we were not going to initially. During that night we were not celebrating or
drinking. We were on the phone trying to find out whether our friends, our neighbours—the Joyces,
the Fuletons—were still alive.
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A particular person comes to mind: Barbara Stevens from Kinglake, a 65-year-old who lost
everything. Rumours started that night. No-one had heard from her and she was presumed dead. It
goes through your mind when you cannot get through. We could get through to some people, but we
could not get through to the others. We discovered the next day that she had survived, but just. As she
was leaving, taking the car out of the shed, the shed collapsed and hit the bonnet, but she managed to
pull out and then drive from Kinglake to the town, to the assembly point where the CFA station is—
driving through logs, burnt cars and burnt bodies. It was horrific.
Barbara—I see her every few weeks—still has not recovered 10 years on. I want to emphasise the
tremendous support people like Barbara Stevens have received from their immediate friends and
families and the wider community. That is what makes this country great. When a tragedy strikes we
come together. It was not just financial support—the financial support was enormous; hundreds of
millions of dollars were donated by Australians—but people coming in to help her to build her fences
and rebuild the house and the shed. She has got two big sheds now. People even donated cars because
she lost all her cars.
I am using this as an example, and I am proud I am an Australian. I think we should all be proud. That
is what got these people through. We heard the stories during the commemoration on Monday, and
we heard the stories from the survivors. Basically they were paying tribute to fellow Australians who
came in and helped them. I will never forget that. It will always be at the back of my mind that when
Jane and I decided to drive up first thing on the Sunday morning to check on our animals and our
neighbours, we could not get through. We tried to get in from various directions. That was when I
discovered that my wife could act. She broke down and made all sorts of threats to the police saying,
‘You’ve got to let us through’, and they let us through. They were a bit hesitant, and I understand why.
Ms Lovell talked about driving, and I think her moon description was spot on, because there was just
white ash. As we were driving through Dixons Creek and going up the mountain through Yarra Glen
to Glenburn, everything was just white. We saw dead animals on the roads and on farms. To me
personally it brought back some memories from the 1980s and in my previous life of going through a
war. The devastation was very similar to a war zone. In fact I think it was much worse than a war,
because there was no discrimination.
I went to Marysville on the following Monday to meet with some of our members, and I will never
forget the white house in the middle of the street. Everything was burnt on the left, the right, north and
south, but that particular white house in the main street still stood. Even the paint on it was still white.
When we got into Glenburn we found that one side of our road was basically all burnt. We were
fortunate that only one structure was burnt, and that was the pub. There were a few stories about that
and about it going up in flames at 3 o’clock in the morning. I think there were a few question marks
about that, and the insurance took about two years to pay. The story was that it had been done
deliberately, but that is another story. The fire decided not to cross the road to our property. The dry
grass that had been golden the week before was black from all the embers. The embers flew up,
because there was a very fierce wind, and hit the dry ground, but for some reason the fire did not take
off, even though the house and the shed were covered in black ash.
We were some of the lucky ones. Unfortunately 180-odd people were not that lucky. It is important
that we remember them and remember their sacrifice. I think their sacrifice has put us in a much better
position today. We are much better equipped; we have learned a great deal from what happened on
that day. We nearly had a similar day only last week or the week before, but we were lucky that nothing
drastic happened. To those people I want to say, ‘You sacrificed your lives for us to learn from your
experience’, and so many lives have been saved as a result.
I will finish by saying that when I have driven to our farm in Glenburn, every weekend since Black
Saturday—10 years on—I have seen the transformation of the land. Every weekend there is always
something different. There are little things coming through. We drive through Kinglake West,
Kinglake and sometimes we go through Dixons Creek. There were no houses. There was devastation,
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and it was all black. Now you see houses, one after the other, being built. I think the population of
Kinglake has doubled to what it was before Black Saturday. There are more houses in Kinglake and
similarly in Marysville and other places. That to me shows the resilience of our people. People are not
going to give up. They are not going to let the fires win. They understand that we are living in a country
where we are subject to a harsh environment, to fires and floods. These are the people who did not
give up. Many of them did, but most did not. Barbara Stevens is back living on her farm with her
horses, and she is grateful for all the support.
I appreciate that the Parliament is acknowledging what happened on that day. I think all here will never
forget the 200 people who lost their lives and all the volunteers who saved a lot of lives and defended
us. With those words, I commend the motion to the house.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (18:01): I thank the chamber for the opportunity to say a few
words. I will keep my remarks brief. I wish to also acknowledge the commemoration service that was
held on Monday evening. It was a very poignant, powerful and important reminder of the pain and grief
that was experienced but also the strength of the human spirit that was demonstrated on that night.
On Sunday I had commitments in East Gippsland. I was driving down the Princes Highway between
Warragul and the Latrobe Valley when all of a sudden smoke was thick in the air and I had that sick
feeling in my stomach: ‘Why is there so much smoke? What is causing it and what is it going to do?’.
Up on the hills in the distance you could see the fire that was at that stage threatening Walhalla. Later
that afternoon, when I was returning, I stopped in Rosedale, and as I was stopped, CFA trucks from
Benalla, Wangaratta and other parts of northern Victoria were on their way to another fire that was
burning, and continues to burn, further east in Gippsland. With the smoke and the size and the scale
you feel so insignificant and overwhelmed by what is around you and what is taking place and you
are just so deeply grateful for the volunteer and paid firefighters, who put themselves at risk to go into
harm’s way and fight those fires. Luckily those fires, due to wind changes and changes in weather,
have not turned out to be anything like the 2009 bushfires, although they are not to be dismissed all
the same.
The first significant fires in 2009 started on 29 January at Delburn in Gippsland and spread to Boolarra.
By 1 February, the Boolarra fire had burnt 6500 hectares and destroyed 29 homes and farm buildings
and scores of animals. Like other members have recounted, I remember going to Boolarra soon after
the fires were under control and noticing the eerie silence post-bushfire—the eerie silence that, as
Ms Lovell described it, is deafening.
On 2 February lightning started a further 23 fires, including at Bunyip State Park, at Drouin and at
Leongatha. My electorate office is and was in Pakenham at the time. I remember the disbelief of many
in the community that on the outskirts of Melbourne there was a potential threat because of the bushfire
that had started in Bunyip State Park. I remember the uncertainty and not knowing what would occur.
Other members eloquently described the Black Saturday bushfires that destroyed so much and cost so
many lives. Other members spoke about the work of the emergency services first responders. I too
acknowledge the firefighters who responded, whether they were from the then Department of
Sustainability and Environment, the CFA, the MFB or others, as well as Ambulance Victoria and
Victoria Police. There were hundreds and hundreds of Victoria Police members who did so much.
I also want to acknowledge the coroner. There was very difficult and grim work to be done in
identifying the deceased and in doing all that is required to provide dignity to them. The work of
identifying those people is very difficult and very challenging work, which is done by police, the
coroner and others.
I just want to recount a couple of experiences. I remember being at Yarra Glen Racecourse with the
previous member for Evelyn, Christine Fyffe. It was a staging ground for the fires. Again, I remember
the overwhelming nature of the smoke and the ash in the hills at the back of Yarra Glen, the uncertainty
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of what was occurring and what might occur and the fear that that instilled. I remember being at the
relief centre in Traralgon and seeing some constituents I knew who I did not realise were involved in
the Red Cross and the work the Red Cross were doing together with the Country Women’s Association
in particular in providing food hampers and comfort packs to those who had fled the fires or lost their
homes. Again, this showed great community spirit to help those in need when they needed it the most.
After the fires I had the privilege of working with two families in the Jindivick region. I dealt with
them extensively, not in 2009 but in 2010 and into 2011 and 2012, and to watch their journey of
reconstruction and coming to grips with the losses they had experienced was a window into the
challenges for those who survive but lose their homes, their properties and their friends. The challenges
that that involves and the pressures that can place on families and the pressures that can place on
individuals—it takes years and years and years, sometimes, to come to grips with what has occurred,
and the need for help can continue years after the event.
I just wish to associate myself with this motion. I congratulate all speakers for the debate we have had
this afternoon. It is one small way that we as a chamber can acknowledge the loss but also recognise
the remarkable human spirit that is best displayed in times of great adversity and difficulty such as the
2009 bushfires.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (18:09): Today we weep for all that was lost on that fateful day,
and we stand as one with those who have suffered so very much. We draw inspiration from the
extraordinary courage of so many during the heat of that battle and in the years that have followed,
and we pray we never see a horror like it again. Ten years ago, 173 beautiful people were lost—lives
cut short by the unimaginable ferocity of nature. We mourn them and we grieve for the life’s journey
that was stolen from them. For those they left behind these 10 years must have been so very hard.
While we hope that this public commemoration a decade on reminds you that you are not alone, we
know that much of your suffering is silent and it is relentless. Trust that you are held with love by the
Victorian community, not just during this week but at all times.
For those who fought so bravely in the hell-on-earth conditions, we honour you. The scale of your task
that day was for many incomprehensible: the size of the fires, the heat and the winds—the inferno that
was unleashed. And in that trauma our emergency services personnel stood tall. In the worst of
conditions our firefighters, police, SES and ambos were at their very best.
Many who fought the flames were our exceptional volunteers, once again putting their lives on the line
for their communities in that unique pledge of sacrifice and spirit that does us so very proud. We know
that the efforts of our emergency services personnel came with a heavy toll and that ongoing trauma is
common amongst this amazing group. We again remind you today, and all days, that the Victorian
community is so very grateful for your bravery and is side by side with you in those difficult hours.
Many people also lost their homes and all that was in them. They lost beloved pets, livestock,
businesses and livelihoods. The rebuild has been slow and tough, but rebuild you have. We walk on
that road with you, and our respect for your resilience is enduring. We also acknowledge those who
went to the coalface to tell the stories: the journalists, the camera people and the radio announcers.
Through their work we as a community better understood the pain being felt in that furnace. From the
greatest of horror comes the most remarkable of human strength and spirit—the courage to fight, the
capacity to create something from ash and dust, the understanding that love has no limit and time can
heal, and the discovery that hope and mercy runs deep in us and around us. Ten years on Victoria
marks this milestone a changed state. We lost so many and so much that day, but we have found that
faith and love, courage and kindness, and selflessness and compassion are the hallmarks of our people.
We owe it to those who are no longer with us to continue in that spirit in all that we do.
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (18:13): There have been some very moving and powerful
contributions here, and I could not hope to better any of them. As has been mentioned, bushfires are a
fact of life in Australia. My first memory of a bushfire was in early 1975, and to a young kid it looked
pretty horrendous, but I look back in retrospect and it was quite small. Then fast-forward to 1983 when
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we had Ash Wednesday. About a year after Ash Wednesday I went to have a look at where the fire
had been, and I thought that nothing could be worse than that. It was just amazing—in a bad way. And
how wrong I was. The date 7 February 2009 is one on which I think most people will remember where
they were. Sadly, you always remember for bad reasons the places you were on certain days. One
hundred and seventy-three people lost their lives; really the whole state was touched. I think that
anyone who can remember that day has been touched in some way.
That day saw one of the most extraordinary responses from all emergency services personnel. I was
going to list them all, but on the off-chance I leave some out I do not want to. We also need to know
that we would have had firefighters from interstate. For these campaign fires everyone drops
everything. People not just from this state dropped everything to come and help. I think the word
‘resilient’ has been used a lot, and these sorts of events show that as a species we are resilient. The
irony is that it takes something like this for people to put aside petty disputes, political differences and
any issues they might have to dive in and help their neighbour, regardless of what issues they might
have and at the risk of their own life. That is what humanity is, and that is how we have gotten to
where we are.
So many people volunteered to go towards the inferno, and the effects of that have been discussed.
There were a lot of volunteer firefighters, police, ambulance officers, paid firefighters, Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning firefighters, interstate firefighters and people who were just
fighting for their own homes who have been left with lasting trauma. I am aware of one person who
was a police officer who attended one of the lesser known fires where no-one was killed. He came
within a whisker of getting killed. To this day he still has problems because of that. It is a sobering
reminder of what people do and what they can do when they have to.
There have been a lot of fires in Eastern Victoria Region this year. As Mr O’Donohue mentioned,
thankfully there has been no loss of life. But if we have learned anything from Ash Wednesday, Black
Saturday and all of the other fires, it is that we need to work towards a system that ensures no future
Parliament ever has to stand here and commemorate another fire.
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (18:16): President, members of the Council, I thank you all for
the opportunity to rise and speak to this motion today on this important anniversary and
commemoration that marks 10 years from the date of one of the greatest disasters in our state’s history.
We witnessed the fury of a series of fires that were terrifying in scale, and most of us could only stand
back and watch, utterly helpless. We experienced that sinking feeling of communal heartbreak as the
scale of the number of lives lost became clear but also the feeling of communal pride in both our
extraordinary emergency services and the resilience of the communities who lost loved ones and
property. My heart goes out to them, because no matter how time passes there is always an empty
chair, an empty bed and an unfilled place at the table. As others have so eloquently said, no-one could
possibly forget where they were when the news broke. I was inside an Alimak, the lift that takes
workers up the outside of a building under construction. As we climbed above the city horizon, a
comrade remarked, ‘Look at that sunrise’, and another said, ‘That isn’t a sunrise’. The banter stopped;
all fell silent. The glow stretched for what seemed forever—and we all knew what that meant.
Today I wish to pay tribute to the amazing people of those affected communities, the firefighters, all
the first responders, the firefighters that came from far-flung corners to help, the SES, the paramedics
and Victoria Police. I pay tribute to the incredible efforts of wildlife rescuers and all those that saved
the lives of animals that day and assisted, because the scale of loss of life of wildlife and other animals
in these events is enormous. I pay tribute to the community organisations that worked tirelessly and
the generous people of our country who chipped in with money and all kinds of help, sorely needed
and greatly appreciated.
It makes one proud of humankind once again to see that we have not lost our spirit of bonding together,
of mateship in hard times and of standing by one another.
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Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating) (18:18): I thank Mr Jennings for proposing this motion and this
debate in the house, to which so many members have made such thoughtful contributions. Whenever
there is that smell of smoke in the air I am reminded of my first encounter with a dangerous bushfire
and an evacuation on Christmas Eve as an eight-year-old earlier in the summer that resulted in the Ash
Wednesday fires.
Members have reflected on the sights, smells and sounds—or lack thereof—and the way that such
dramatic fire events impact not only our landscape but also our psyche and our sense of safety and
wellbeing in a really quite profound way. In the same way, we all have different things that cause those
reactions—those memories of time spent waiting to hear if family or friends, loved ones, were
accounted for or not. What I have reflected on and thought about a lot in the months leading up to this
week is that for most of us this profound grief and trauma that affected the Victorian community is
something that we deal with sometimes, but for the people whose communities were so profoundly
affected that grief and trauma is ever-present.
Last year I met a number of people in some of the towns that have become so well known because of
the impact of fires in February 2009. I was struck by how the community volunteers who are running
the community recovery effort have been there each and every day, many of them since a day or two
after the fires and many of them undertaking those leadership roles in their communities at a time
when at the end of the day they did not have a home to go to and where they had had personal losses
that were so deep and so raw at that time. I was struck by the level of exhaustion that those people
must have after dealing with the consequences of these events—not just then and not just now but also
on anniversaries and on those occasions when perhaps there is that smell in the air or that crackle
underfoot when we have had a run of really hot days—and just what a remarkable contribution to their
communities they have made. I have been thinking a lot this week about those people of course, as
other members have. We owe an extraordinary debt to the volunteers, to our emergency services
personnel, to countless people in countless organisations, throughout various government agencies
and departments, people in school communities, people in volunteer organisations and people in
sporting clubs. The list is so long; it really was an occasion and remains something that everyone in
our community has, I guess, contributed to in the best way that they can. Of course the landscape is
still scarred, as other members have reflected on throughout this debate—not as scarred as it once was,
but it still does not look the same, and there are still patches in the landscape where clearly the ferocity
of the fires was so great that even 10 years on, there are bare patches.
Some people have moved away because it has been too hard for them to stay in the communities that
they lived in and that they loved, and some people are still working up to moving from their temporary
accommodation, and the time to do that for everybody is going to be, of course, different. When people
have experienced a traumatic loss, the community around them that they lean on is so important, but
of course when the community that they lean on is similarly impacted, the multiplying effect of that
loss, that grief and that trauma is unfathomable.
I know that since perhaps before the ninth anniversary of the 2009 bushfires in some respects people
have been holding their breath in anticipation of the 10th anniversary. Anniversaries are incredibly
difficult, and indeed anticipation of anniversaries is every bit as bad, if not perhaps in some respects
worse than the actual anniversary itself. My wish for those people who mourn loved ones, family
members, friends and members of their communities is that, whether it is at the end of this week or at
the end of this month, at some point you will no longer be needing to hold your breath in anticipation
of reliving all of those horrific experiences. You will be able to breathe a little more easily again when
you are on the other side of such a big and momentous milestone for individuals and families, for
businesses, for communities and indeed for the entire Victorian community.
Our community had its strength and its depth tested profoundly 10 years ago, and we have all been so
amazed by the response and by what has been able to be achieved. On this big anniversary—all
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anniversaries are big but some have zeros, and that makes them scarier and harder; they become a bigger
mountain to leap over—I would like to join with all my parliamentary colleagues and of course everyone
in the Victorian community to wish the survivors of these horrific events the very best. At the time we
said we will be with you for recovery forever, and that remains as true today as it was then.
The PRESIDENT (18:26): I commend the outstanding contributions from every member in this
chamber today, some of them very personal contributions. In line with Mr Ondarchie’s suggestion
this morning, I invite everyone in the chamber to join in a minute’s silence to mark the
10th anniversary of a tragic event for our state.
Motion agreed to.
Members stood in their places.
Business interrupted pursuant to order of Council.
Adjournment
The PRESIDENT: The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

MURRAY VALLEY HIGHWAY, STRATHMERTON
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (18:28): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads
and Minister for Road Safety and the TAC, and it relates to the reduction of the speed limit on the
Murray Valley Highway through the township of Strathmerton. For nearly two years the Strathmerton
community pleaded with the former Minister tor Roads and Road Safety to make the Murray Valley
Highway in the town safer for motorists and local residents by reducing the speed limit from the
present 80 kilometres per hour to 60 kilometres per hour. This road travels right through the main
shopping section of town yet there are no traffic lights or other crossings, and there are legitimate
concerns about the safety of pedestrians crossing the road with the current 80-kilometre-per-hour
speed zone. This is particularly the case at the start and end of the school day, when schoolchildren
need to cross the highway to catch their school buses and are forced to navigate vehicles travelling at
80 kilometres per hour.
After much advocating, VicRoads finally examined the issue and decided to build an island in the
middle of the highway to protect pedestrians crossing the road. The community are very concerned
about this because they believe that this measure will fail to protect pedestrians whilst traffic is still
travelling through the town at a much higher speed of 80 kilometres per hour.
The action that I seek from the minister is that she order the reduction of the speed limit for this section
of the Murray Valley Highway from 80 kilometres per hour to 60 kilometres per hour to improve
safety for the Strathmerton community.
NORTHERN HOSPITAL
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (18:30): My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Health and Minister for Ambulance Services, the Honourable Jenny Mikakos, and I am glad she is in
the chamber. My electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region, which I share with her, is one of the
nation’s fastest growing regions, with the hospital providing high-quality and accessible health care
for more than 365 000 people, and this is set to soar past 550 000 people by 2031. In 2017 the Andrews
Labor government invested $162.7 million to upgrade the hospital, completing a seven-storey tower
and adding 96 new inpatient beds, three operating theatres and more treatment rooms. These new beds
will add to the existing 360 multi-day and same-day beds and allow an estimated 10 000 more patients
to be treated each year.
Unfortunately the Northern Hospital was neglected by successive Liberal governments after it opened
in 1998. This was compounded by the previous Liberal government’s savage cuts to our health system,
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closing hospital beds and leaving thousands of Victorians stuck on waiting lists. By building better
hospitals throughout Victoria the government is ensuring we have the right services and infrastructure
in place across Victoria, including Melbourne’s north, so we can best meet the demands of our rapidly
growing community.
I would like to thank the minister for her commitment, and the action I seek is that the minister visit
the Northern Hospital in the coming months to inspect the facility and provide an update on the
progress of the Northern Hospital expansion project stage 2.
AGL CRIB POINT GAS TERMINAL
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (18:32): Western Port Bay is a unique, fragile and
internationally recognised place. It is a Ramsar-listed wetland that is vital for migratory birds, fish
breeding and seagrasses. In fact it has some of the world’s most southerly mangroves. AGL is proposing
to install a floating storage and regasification unit in the form of a huge ship permanently moored at Crib
Point pier, necessitating a 60-kilometre pipeline from there to Pakenham. I am extremely concerned
about the impact of such a massive project on the fragile Western Port environment.
The Save Westernport coalition has advised me that the regasification process involves sucking
450 million litres of seawater into the floating plant each day. That, I am told, is at the rate of a
swimming pool every 10 seconds being sucked in and spewed out dead, chlorinated and 7 degrees
colder than the ambient sea temperature. It also involves environmental pollution from the ship as well
as vegetation clearance 50 metres either side of the jetty and the considerable impact of a pipeline to
Pakenham, which will destroy remnant vegetation and have a detrimental effect on farmland on the
Mornington Peninsula.
This proposal is not just environmental vandalism; it is economic lunacy. Australia is now the largest
exporter of natural gas in the world, having overtaken Qatar. Every other country with significant gas
reserves takes action to ensure that those reserves benefit local manufacturers and local consumers,
except us. Except for Western Australia, we let gas companies export our reserves to the highest
bidder, only to find we do not have enough gas for our own needs and we now have to import it and
pay exorbitant prices for it. It is nuts. The government cannot even guarantee that the gas AGL intends
to import at Crib Point does not contain some of our own gas from Bass Strait that has been converted
to liquefied natural gas, shipped overseas and then imported back to Western Port.
I ask the Minister for Resources to put this project on hold and to do two things: first, get AGL to
release a proper risk assessment and extend the time for public comments on the environment effects
statement until 15 days after the risk assessment has been released; and second, have the Victorian
government negotiate with the federal government to introduce a domestic east coast gas reservation
policy that will help manufacturers, consumers and the environment.
FISHING LICENCES
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (18:35): My adjournment is for the Minister for Fishing and
Boating, and the action I seek is for the provision of an online facility on the Victorian Fisheries
Authority website to enable fishers to check the status of their existing fishing licence. I am a very
keen fisherman. Fortunately for the fish in Victoria I am not necessarily a good one, but nonetheless a
few weeks ago I was heading out to Lake Eppalock to wet a line and maybe entice a couple of redfin
onto a little hook. Heading out I thought, ‘Where’s my licence?’. I went to the website and, lo and
behold, there is not any facility there where I can check the status of my licence. So what you do in
that circumstance of course is you do not want to run afoul of the law and you buy another one.
Inevitably the minute that you buy the other one somebody races out and says, ‘Look what I just found!’.
When I raised this with my fellow fishers they said, ‘Well, you’re part of the government, mate. Why
don’t you do something to fix it?’. There are many ways you can actually get a licence. You can go to
a local tackle store and they will issue a handwritten paper licence, or you can go online to the website.
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If you purchase a fishing licence for one year or three years online, then they will send you a plastic
licence. The fishing authority do a very good deed as well and they follow it up with an email to say
that, if approached by the authorities, you can say, ‘Look, I’ve got my licence’, if you have lost the
plastic one, of course. That presupposes that you have not already dropped your telephone into the
drink as you are fumbling around, sweating nervously trying to find the licence.
I do know, from checking jurisdictions around the country, that other state authorities do have the
facility for a fisher to go online and check to see if they have got a current licence, and then if they
have lost their plastic one they can also renew it at no cost. It would be helpful if this facility were
there for people who do go fishing but who might be very lax in terms of remembering where they
have placed their licence, even if it is in a very, very, very special and safe spot. I am sure in 10 years
I will actually find where that special and safe spot is.
BUILDING CLADDING
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18:38): My matter for the
adjournment tonight is for the attention of the Minister for Planning, Mr Wynne, and it concerns the
ongoing issue of cladding, and in particular the news that the Neo200 property has had an order put
on it today—a further order. The City of Melbourne has put on an order to ensure that people do not
return to it for two weeks. This obviously creates severe difficulties for the community and, in an
urgent sense, financial difficulty for many people. I understand that the owners corporation is telling
people that they will be partially covered for costs up to $300 a night. That of course just shifts the
cost to the owners corporation, which is ultimately the owners of the building itself.
The Andrews government, in my view, must fund and support emergency accommodation for all of
the residents over the next couple of weeks. We need the minister to urgently act and ensure that these
people are not left in a very difficult position, and even in a situation where they are claiming money
back. That may be a situation where many are in significant hardship, and not everyone has that
amount of money to spend straight off.
We have got people looking at the cladding issue, which is a complex problem. We understand that
Grenfell has happened and also Lacrosse. We understand the government has got a task force and we
understand that the minister is taking some steps, but he has been very slow in appointing the inspector,
the municipal official, that he intended to appoint. He is 14 months behind in that, and now there is a
slowness to act on these urgent matters that are confronting people after the Spencer Street incident in
recent days.
Three hundred dollars a night is a heck of a lot. It is not satisfactory to leave that to the owners
corporation, and it is not satisfactory to leave people swinging, seeking different sources of funding to
deal with these emergency situations. There are 360-odd buildings at least that are impacted, and we
know that some of the assessments may not have been satisfactory. We know that the impact of some
of these is very severe. We know that there are hospitals impacted, and we know that there are schools
and other buildings that are impacted too. But in this instance the minister, in my view, needs to act
urgently, needs to get off his tail and needs to actually deal with these matters very, very quickly
indeed.
EQUALITY FUNDING
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (18:40): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Equality in the other place, Martin Foley, and it relates to the $7.2 million allocation of funding and
resources to support the LGBTIQA+ community throughout Victoria. This was something which we
came together to celebrate at the Pride March on the weekend, joined by the Premier and by numerous
members of the government caucus.
Mr Davis has put his hand up. I did not in fact see you there, Mr Davis. That is unfortunate, because
we could have had something in common in context for support for the rainbow flag and all that it

ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 6 February 2019

Legislative Council

227

entails. We did come together, despite the searing heat, but also to represent those who were not able
to attend because of the tyranny of distance or indeed the conditions on the day. Our love was with
them, but one of the things that was part of the Pride March and the Premier’s announcements on
Sunday was a commitment to ban conversion therapy in Victoria and to make sure that this vile and
humiliating practice, which has ruined the lives of so many and which has destroyed the confidence,
self-esteem and sense of self that so many Victorians have felt over the years, and indeed Australians
have felt over the years, is put to a stop in an Australian first. Now, within the suite of the broader
LGBTIQA+ policies and that funding there is also allocation and resourcing for mental health
counselling for LGBTIQA+ people and their families to assist them with reaching that end point of
acceptance that is so crucial to so many of us in the process of coming out. In that sense the action that
I have for the Minister for Equality is to provide community-based resources that assist all Victorians
within metropolitan and regional Victoria with a better understanding of the way in which the ban on
conversion therapy is intended to operate alongside the further support for mental health counselling,
resourcing and engagement, not just for same-sex attracted and gender diverse people but also for their
families and their allies.
FEDERATION SQUARE
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (18:43): My adjournment matter this evening is for the
Minister for Planning. Last week Federation Square applied for a permit to allow them to demolish
the square’s Yarra building to make way for the proposed Apple megastore. The application comes
only a month after the expiry of Heritage Victoria’s interim protection order, which meant that no
construction work could begin in the square until 21 December 2018. Although Heritage Victoria is
still assessing the square for heritage protection, Apple and Fed Square’s management have rushed in
at the first opportunity to destroy part of the square and replace it with a giant retail shop. The chief
executive of the National Trust has said that any future development of the square should not be at the
expense of the unnecessary destruction of the Yarra building. Yet the 124-page impact statement
attached to the demolition application plays down the cultural significance of the Yarra building and
argues that it is acceptable to demolish the building as its design does not match the design of the rest
of the square.
It is hard to understand how an enormous Apple store that emanates consumerism is in keeping with
the design of Federation Square—a public square and a people’s meeting place. Although the permit
application suggests that Apple’s presence in the square would create collaborations and synergies
with existing tenants, it is difficult to see how a retail outlet that sells consumer electronics
complements the cultural institutions that also reside in Fed Square, such as the Australian Centre for
the Moving Image and the National Gallery of Victoria.
Federation Square is not a shopping mall. It is a place of social, civic and cultural importance. It is one
of Melbourne’s most iconic public places and it is much loved by all. Hundreds of thousands of us
remain opposed to letting Apple into Fed Square, and I am sure many of us are yet to make our
submissions to Heritage Victoria’s heritage assessment process. So my ask to the minister is that he
meets with the Victorians concerned about an Apple store in Fed Square and ensures that the people
are listened to about the proposed commodification of our public square.
ROADSIDE VEGETATION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18:45): My adjournment matter tonight is for the attention
of the Minister for Roads, and it concerns roadside vegetation which grows uncontrollably across my
region and our rural countryside. It threatens private property, wildlife and motorists and exacerbates
bushfires. In particular I would like to draw upon recommendations of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires
Royal Commission, which included amending the state’s planning provisions to facilitate a broad
range of roadside works to reduce bushfire risk, providing better guidance to municipal councils to
help them resolve competing environmental and bushfire management objectives and ensuring
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VicRoads implements a systematic statewide assessment of bushfire risk for all roads. Ten years on
and this state is in a far worse situation than ever, with roadside vegetation totally out of control.
Over 20 years ago roadsides were considered safe places. Recent ideologues have turned roadsides
into wildlife corridors and conservation zones. This philosophy needs to be reversed for several
reasons. Wildlife corridors become roadkill deathtraps. No farm animal escapee or native animal
appreciates the need to look right, then left and right again before crossing the road, never mind the
risk to human life and vehicles from accidents involving our animal population. The protection of
native vegetation issue is always touted as a reason not to graze, burn or slash roadsides, but the
greatest risk to native grasses is suffocation by introduced grasses like phalaris. Out-of-control
vegetation on roadsides obscures vision, hides unsuspecting animals and is a fire hazard. Recent fires
in my area have proven that if roads are blocked through fallen trees or roadside vegetation safe
movement is impossible, and lives can and have been lost when motorists and even firefighters are
trapped on roads. Recent fires in our area resulted in a huge loss of property, livestock and livelihood
due to roadside vegetation. They should not be seen as mini native forests; such plantings need to be
reserved for state parks and farmlands. I call on the minister to redress the danger to motorists, property
and animals where out-of-control roadside vegetation occurs.
ROCK LOBSTER FISHERY QUOTA
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18:48): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Fishing and Boating. The matter concerns allegations of a government official leaking details of
confidential deliberations over the future of the Victorian eastern zone rock lobster fishery quota.
In December 2018 a licence-holder had secured the sale of their licence, but they discovered on the
day that they intended to sign the contract that the sale had fallen through because of this leak of
confidential information. It is alleged that a government official revealed to industry figures at a
Christmas party that the quota for the Victorian eastern zone rock lobster fishery was likely to be
reduced in 2019. This significantly devalued the licences. If this was not bad enough, the licenceholder was already under financial stress because past reductions in quotas had already reduced the
value of the licence to below the amount that person had taken out on loan when they purchased the
licence in 2016.
The alleged loose lips of this government official have significantly impacted the lives of licenceholders. This licence-holder now faces the prospect of having to sell their family home. They are
concerned about the actions of the government official, and they are now under significant financial
stress and strain as a result of this. The licence-holder reached out to the Minister for Agriculture on
28 December 2018; unfortunately the response received from the minister to date has been incredibly
unsatisfactory in terms of the licence-holder’s opinion, and no response at all was received until
15 January this year.
The allegations of these confidential deliberations being leaked must be appropriately investigated by
the Minister for Fishing and Boating. The action I seek is that the minister instigates an investigation
into the leak of confidential deliberations about the eastern zone rock lobster fishery quota.
ROADWORKS SPEED LIMITS
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (18:50): I raise a matter for the attention of
the Minister for Roads in relation to the misuse of 40-kilometre-per-hour speed zones around
roadworks where roadworks are in fact not occurring. I have received correspondence from a resident
of Sunbury who highlighted two particular recent instances where this occurred. The first, to quote the
correspondence, was:
Whilst proceeding south from Woodend on the former Calder Highway on Thursday 27th December at about
2pm and whilst driving at the speed limit of 80km/hr, I suddenly encountered a 40km sign, without any
advanced “Road Works Ahead” sign. This caused me to brake suddenly. Fortunately there was no following
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traffic … After about half a km. there was an “End Road Works” sign and an 80Km/hr sign. AT NO TIME
WAS THERE ANY EVIDENCE OF ROAD WORKS PAST OR PRESENT.

The second incident that the same correspondent recounted occurred on Sunday, 30 December 2018:
… whilst on the on-ramp from Mickelham Rd joining the Tullamarine Freeway, northbound, I encountered
a 40km Road Works sign. Once again, no personnel or equipment other than traffic cones, were evident. The
northern part of the on-ramp had recently been resurfaced with hot mix and the white edge marking
completed. The southern part of the ramp remained as it had been for years, awaiting resurfacing and at normal
width. Here is a situation where traffic is (unnecessarily) forced to slow to 40km/hr just prior to merging with
a traffic stream moving at 100km/hr; hardly safe, especially when no actual roadworks are in progress and
the road is otherwise safe.

The correspondent went on to note that there was also a mobile speed camera set up at the location of
that 40-kilometre-per-hour zone.
Now, this is an issue that is of great concern not only to this correspondent but to many Victorian
citizens who encounter, particularly on weekends, 40-kilometre-per-hour speed zones for roadworks
where roadworks are not occurring. There are guidelines in place from VicRoads as to the use of these
zones around roadworks, and it is apparent on the face of this correspondence that their use in these
two circumstances was not in accordance with the guidelines laid down by VicRoads. So as an action
I ask the minister to investigate the two specific instances outlined and report back as to why 40kilometre-per-hour zones were in place when they were not in accordance with the guidelines and to
ensure that in future VicRoads only allows 40-kilometre-per-hour zones around roadworks to be in
place in accordance with those guidelines.
RESPONSES
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(18:52): I wish to go through the adjournment matters this evening. Tonight I received an adjournment
matter from Ms Lovell addressed to the Minister for Roads and Minister for Road Safety and the TAC;
from Mr Hayes addressed to the Minister for Resources; from Mr Gepp addressed to the Minister for
Fishing and Boating; from Mr Davis addressed to the Minister for Planning; and from Ms Shing
addressed to the Minister for Equality. Before I do pass that matter on to the Minister for Equality can
I just make the point of how gratified I was to have attended an announcement together with the
Premier and the Minister for Equality—and I acknowledge the member, Ms Shing, together with
Ms Terpstra and Ms Taylor, I believe, and there were so many other—
Ms Shing: The President was there.
Ms MIKAKOS: There was the President of course and so many other Labor members in
attendance at the Midsumma Pride March. I make the point of how gratified I was to have our
government announce that we will prohibit gay conversion therapy in our state. I want to acknowledge
the important work that the previous Minister for Health undertook in referring this issue to the health
complaints commissioner, and I want to take this opportunity to thank the health complaints
commissioner for the important inquiry that she undertook into this issue. It is very clear from that
report that there have been many—far too many—Victorians who have been harmed, greatly harmed,
by this medieval, bigoted quackery that has been going on for too long. It is going to be such a
significant reform to have these particular practices prohibited in our state. I want to take this
opportunity to thank Ms Shing also for her great advocacy around this issue and other issues that
impact on our LGBTI community.
It was very clear from the response of those attending the Midsumma Pride March as the Premier and
Mrs Andrews marched with the rest of the people participating in that celebration of equality on
Sunday just how heartened people feel by the support that they have received from our government. I
felt that I was vicariously basking in the love that the Premier and Mrs Andrews were receiving on
that day. I felt immense pride to be part of that march—as I know other members did as well—and to
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show our love and support for members of our LGBTI community. Of course the Minister for
Equality, our first such minister in Australia, has been a great support as well and championed so many
reforms in the previous Parliament, including adoption reforms and many other issues. I am sure he is
going to be very happy to provide even more information to the member in relation to these issues.
I also received a matter from Dr Ratnam addressed to the Minister for Planning; from Mrs McArthur
addressed to the Minister for Roads; and from Ms Bath addressed to the Minister for Fishing and
Boating—and I have got to just acknowledge the courage it has taken for her so soon after the last
Victorian election to raise lobsters in this house, because there have been many people, on this side of
the house at least, who have been very, very happy to talk about lobsters for the last few years. I did
announce via Twitter at least that I did put my lobster brooch into retirement, so I am going to leave it
at that tonight. I also received an adjournment matter from Mr Rich-Phillips to the Minister for Roads,
and of course all those matters will be forwarded on to the relevant ministers for a response.
Can I just quickly discharge one matter, and that was the issue that Mr Elasmar addressed to me. It
related to the issue of the Northern Hospital. Can I take this opportunity to acknowledge how pleased
I am to share an electorate with Mr Elasmar, and to have done so for so many years, and acknowledge
his passion and interest in health issues and for advocating on behalf of our community. I advise the
member that the Andrews Labor government is committed to ensuring that his constituents in Northern
Metropolitan Region continue to have access to high-quality and accessible health care. In the last
Parliament, in the last term of our government, we invested $3.2 billion in health capital, double the
amount that the Liberals did when they were last in government, and we have got no intention of
slowing down. I have been very pleased to speak in this chamber already about our commitment of
almost $3.8 billion in capital investment going forward.
The commitment that we made in the last government also included $162.7 million for the Northern
Hospital expansion stage 2. This project will ensure that the growing community in Melbourne’s north
continue to receive the support that they need. This will include 96 new inpatient beds, three operating
theatres and more treatment rooms. Extra space is also earmarked for the future expansion of
cardiology services, cath labs and medical imaging, giving the hospital more room to grow as the
community grows into the future. The member would be very pleased to be informed, as I can do so
tonight, that the early works in relocating the existing 18-bed intensive care unit are nearing
completion and it will soon be ready for patients.
As the member has highlighted in his adjournment matter this evening, the Northern Hospital was in
fact neglected by the previous Liberal government after opening in 1998. The member of course would
also remember this history. I can recall the day when the Preston and Northcote Community Hospital
closed, and that was because Jeff Kennett sold it. Unfortunately the contracts were all signed and the
deal was done before we came to office in 1999. That was a big loss for that community in the northern
suburbs. The coalition did not invest properly in the Northern Hospital, and that put a lot of pressure
on that hospital when it opened. So they only allocated a tiny amount of funding for the Northern
Hospital. By contrast, our government gave Northern Health $481.2 million in funding just last year,
$70.1 million more than was provided in the previous financial year. That is a whopping
$161.2 million more than the Liberals’ last budget. So Northern Health and the Northern Hospital are
doing very well under our government.
This stands in stark contrast also with the dud deal that we have had from the federal coalition
government around the hospital agreement, which would dud Northern Health by $83.5 million. It
would mean $2.1 billion less for our Victorian hospitals overall over the five years, but $83.5 million
less for Northern Health, which is equivalent to 13 448 elective surgeries, 668 nurses or 280 doctors.
The people of the northern suburbs I know will not stand for that, Mr Elasmar, and I know that they
will have an opportunity to express their views about these matters in the coming federal election. So
I want to thank the member for his interest in continuing to advocate on behalf of patients in the
northern suburbs. I look forward to visiting with him, as he has requested, the Northern Hospital very
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soon to advise the community about the progress that we are making. That concludes the adjournment
for this evening.
The PRESIDENT: The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.02 p.m. until Tuesday, 19 February.
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Written responses to questions without notice
Responses have been incorporated in the form provided to Hansard and received in the period shown.
20 December 2018 to 6 February 2019
ENTERPRISE MASTER PATIENT INDEX
In reply to Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (19 December 2018)
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services):
The Andrews Labor Government launched the Information Communication Technology dashboard in March
2016 to improve the transparency of ICT projects valued at more than $1 million across government. The
state-wide enterprise master patient index (Unique Patient Identifier) project was reported with red status as
at 30 June 2018. The premise of the Members question is incorrect as at the time of her question the project
had returned to green status which was reflected in the latest report, publicly available in late December 2018.
The original budget of $17 million remains unchanged.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
In reply to Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (5 February 2019)
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher Education):
It is not possible to quantify the cost of investigations or prosecutions of alleged offences committed by
activists. I can however assure you that this Government is committed to ensuring that Victoria Police has the
tools and resources it needs to combat all types of criminal behaviour.
The Andrews Labor Government is delivering the biggest boost to police resources in the State’s history, with
an extra 3,135 police being deployed as part of our $2 billion investment in community safety.

AGL CRIB POINT GAS TERMINAL
In reply to Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (6 February 2019)
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources):
AGLs Crib Point Gas Terminal proposal is being assessed in accordance with State and Commonwealth
legislative requirements and approvals processes. This will include an Environmental Effects Statement.
The Victorian Government supports a national domestic gas reserve. This is a position we have previously
made clear to the Federal Government.
As mentioned at Question Time, I’m more than happy to organise a briefing with yourself and any other
members who may be interested on this matter.

