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Wednesday, 19 December 2018
Opening of Parliament
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT BY COMMISSION
Proceedings commenced at 11.02 a.m. by the Clerk reading the Governor’s proclamation
convening Parliament.
PROCLAMATION
Following proclamation read by the Clerk:
I, Linda Dessau AC, Governor of the State of Victoria, acting under sections 8 and 20 of the Constitution Act 1975
and all other powers vested in me, fix 19 December 2018 at 11.00 am as the time for the commencement and
holding of the first session of the Fifty-ninth Parliament of Victoria for the dispatch of business, at Parliament
House, Melbourne. The Members of the Legislative Council and the Members of the Legislative Assembly are
required to attend at that time and place.
Given under my Hand and the Seal of the State of Victoria, at Melbourne, this 12th day of December 2018.

The Commissioner, the Honourable Justice Anne Ferguson, Chief Justice of Victoria,
entered chamber and was conducted to chair by the Usher of the Black Rod.
The Commissioner: The Governor has caused a commission to be issued under the seal of
the state constituting her Commissioners to do in her name all that is necessary to be performed
in this Parliament. This will more fully appear from the commission, which will now be read by
the Clerk.
Commission authorising commissioners to open Parliament read by the Clerk.
The Commissioner: The Governor will attend the Parliament later this day to inform you and
members of the Legislative Assembly of the reasons for calling this Parliament together, and as
it is necessary before you proceed with business that a President of the Legislative Council be
chosen, the Governor requests that you proceed to the choice of a President.
Members
MEMBERS
Swearing in
Commission appointing the Honourable Justice Anne Ferguson, AC, Chief Justice of
Victoria, to administer prescribed oath or affirmation of allegiance to members of the
Legislative Council read by the Clerk.
The Clerk announced return of receipt of writ issued by the Governor for election of
members to serve for regions set out below and endorsed to show election of following
members:
Region

Member

Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Victoria
Eastern Victoria
Eastern Victoria

Bruce Atkinson
Rodney Barton
Shaun Leane
Sonja Terpstra
Mary Wooldridge
Melina Bath
Jeff Bourman
Jane Garrett
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Eastern Victoria
Eastern Victoria
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Victoria
Northern Victoria
Northern Victoria
Northern Victoria
Northern Victoria
South Eastern Metropolitan
South Eastern Metropolitan
South Eastern Metropolitan
South Eastern Metropolitan
South Eastern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
Western Victoria
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Edward O’Donohue
Harriet Shing
Nazih Elasmar
Jenny Mikakos
Craig Ondarchie
Fiona Patten
Samantha Ratnam
Mark Gepp
Wendy Lovell
Tania Maxwell
Tim Quilty
Jaclyn Symes
Gavin Jennings
Tien Kieu
David Limbrick
Gordon Rich-Phillips
Adem Somyurek
Georgie Crozier
Philip Dalidakis
David Davis
Clifford Hayes
Nina Taylor
Catherine Cumming
Bernie Finn
Cesar Melhem
Ingrid Stitt
Kaushaliya Vaghela
Stuart Grimley
Beverley McArthur
Andy Meddick
Jaala Pulford
Gayle Tierney

Members took and subscribed the oath or affirmation as required by law.
The Commissioner withdrew.
PRESIDENT
Election
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (11:26): I have the great
honour of nominating Mr Leane to become President.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria) (11:26): I second the nomination.
Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan) (11:26): I accept the nomination.
The Clerk declared Mr Leane duly elected as the President.
Hon. SL Leane conducted to chair by proposer and seconder.
The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair and read the prayer.
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The PRESIDENT (11:28): I would like to begin with the acknowledgement of country. On
behalf of the Victorian Parliament I acknowledge the Aboriginal peoples, the traditional
custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting place of the first people of
Victoria. I acknowledge and pay my respects to the elders of the Aboriginal nations in Victoria
past and present and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal community that may
visit or participate in the events or proceedings in Parliament today.
I desire to express my thanks to members in acknowledging the honour which the Council has
conferred on me. I appreciate the confidence members have placed in me. Can I firstly
acknowledge Bruce Atkinson for his eight years as President of the Legislative Council and the
great thought and effort he put into that position, which those of us who were fortunate enough
to be here during that period of time could not help but witness and admire.
I very much understand the importance of the role I have been elected to. I have a number of
people to acknowledge who assisted me in getting here, so I will proceed as quickly as I can in
doing so. My wife, Paula: many times if it were not for Paula the world would not have spun fast
enough for me to keep my feet on the ground, and many, many times if it were not for Paula the
world would not have spun slow enough for us to reach for the stars. Speaking of stars, there are
our two fantastic daughters, Jacqui and Moni, whose happiness makes up a huge proportion of
our happiness. Their husbands, Tim and Mathew, are both ripping blokes. The two little kids,
Julian and Winnie, who call me Boompa, have made everything better. Happy third birthday
today, Winnie.
To my staff, my fantastic long-time friends and colleagues, Vicki and Kirsten. Cathy and Di
joined the band a long time ago as well, and Peter, who four years ago became the fifth Beatle to
my Brian Epstein. To my part-time staff Zoe and Alex, and a special shout-out to Nicki.
I want to acknowledge great friends and supporters of mine Earl Setches, Diana and David Asmar
and Paul Coffey, and my parliamentary colleagues that have shown great faith in me for a long
time. They include Daniel Andrews, James Merlino, Jill Hennessy and Jacinta Allan and all my
upper house colleagues from all sides of the chamber. If I can specially acknowledge the two
deputies, Jaala Pulford and Jaclyn Symes, and also Harriet Shing, who four years ago came in
here with a big trailer full of fun towed by an even bigger truck full of good. Also, Gavin Jennings,
who as far as I am concerned was the first MP to see through some things, and I reckon he goes
all right. This is such a privileged position that I have been elected to today, and I intend not to
let the Parliament and the state of Victoria down.
I want to also add that I have always been mindful of what a privilege it is to be a member of the
Legislative Council. Part of that privilege is that you get to work with, and if you are really
fortunate become friends with, some of the real heroes of our society. Some of those people who
fall into that category as far as I am concerned are here today. Brendan Nottle from the Salvos—
how many people have friends that have had their own ‘gingerBrendan’ biscuits named after
them? Also, Jenny Jackson from the Eastern Domestic Violence Outreach Service (EDVOS);
Dan Cairnes from Veterans in Construction; Brian Finnigan from Outlook Vic, which is one of
the biggest social enterprises in Victoria; Joe Tabit from the Brotherhood of St Laurence; and
Christian Gaylard from Raw Recruitment, one of the biggest employers of Indigenous workers
in Victoria. One of his colleagues at Raw Recruitment is Michael Long, who was going to come
but unfortunately sent an apology, which has ruined my best joke. I was going to say that between
Michael Long and me we have played 140 games of AFL football and picked up two flags and a
Norm Smith medal—I could not let that one go.
Getting back to how privileged we are to be members of this chamber, I have been here a long
time and I know from experience that there will be nights when we are sitting here late and we
are thinking about getting home and at the same time Brendan and Sandra Nottle and their team
from the Salvos will be picking up from the concrete outside someone who unfortunately at that
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point in their life does not have a home. There will be days here when we are debating an issue
that makes us feel uncomfortable and at the same time Jenny Jackson and her team at EDVOS
will be working with a young woman and her kids who are breaking away from a violent
household. There will be days here when we are really not enjoying our occupation but at the
same time Dan Cairnes and David Farrell and the team from Veterans in Construction will be
creating a much-needed occupation opportunity for a veteran who has lost a limb on an overseas
deployment. At the same time Joe Tabit and the Brotherhood of St Laurence will be securing a
position for a highly qualified asylum seeker who has struggled to gain employment for a long
time. Similarly, Christian Gaylard and Michael Long at Raw Recruitment will be securing a good
job for an Indigenous worker who has been unemployed for too long through no fault of their own.
There will be days here when we will not be gaining a lot of joy out of our chosen profession, but
at the same time Brian Finnigan and the team at Outlook will be bringing an enormous amount
of joy to an adult with an intellectual disability when they hand him a work uniform and the salary
that goes with it for the first time. All of us are privileged in this chamber. With that privilege we
obviously, and most importantly, have a great responsibility to our state as well. I very much look
forward to working with every member of this chamber in fulfilling that responsibility over the
next four years. So let us do some good.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (11:36): President, not
for the first time you have made me cry today. Actually it is the first time you have made me cry
today, but I have cried on other occasions when I have been mindful of your great strengths of
character, your great insights, your great commitment to our community, your great commitment
to the labour movement and the contribution that you have made on any number of occasions in
this place which demonstrates your huge humanity and regard for others. It is a hallmark of who
you are. I am grateful that you acknowledge that perhaps I was one of the first people to notice
this in this chamber, but I have not been the last. That is very obvious by the support that you
have achieved in the chamber today. It may well be that some people along the way have been
somewhat paternalistic in their treatment of you through interjection and in other matters, where
people actually may have confused your knockabout style and your humour with a lack of depth.
I know that you will use that experience with wisdom in the way in which you manage this
chamber. I have absolutely no doubt that you recognise the significance and the solemnity of the
obligations that you represent now on behalf of the Parliament, and I have absolutely no doubt
that you will act without fear or favour in relation to acquitting that responsibility.
I will put on the public record first that Mr Leane is one of my dearest and best friends, but I
expect to be treated by him in the way that he will deal with every other member of this chamber
in terms of the respect and the regard and the deference that we need to show the Chair in terms
of providing structure and clarity and a sense of purpose as to why we are here and what we can
achieve together. I know that you take that burden of office very, very seriously, and I have
absolute confidence that you will acquit that responsibility and that obligation with the
determination and thoroughness that you have shown. In fact in being part of the government and
in opposition you have provided important work in relation to being the whip in this place and a
parliamentary secretary in the last government. You have acquitted yourself absolutely to make
sure that we are socially inclusive and respectful and supportive of our community.
Your contribution today has reminded us all as members of Parliament to be grounded and never
indulgent in relation to the stresses and strains that we are confronted with compared to the reallife living conditions of people outside this place—the people that we represent. I congratulate
you on calling that out in your contribution. I also join you in paying regard and giving thanks to
the outgoing President, Mr Atkinson, who has acquitted his job with great professionalism and
fairness in exercising his responsibility over the years that he was President, and I thank you for
that being the first acknowledgment that you made in your contribution. I look forward to this
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Parliament being one where we all rise. The last Parliament rose on any number of occasions.
Despite the number of hours we spent in one another’s company, despite the conflict that was
actually often embedded in how we were operating in this chamber, we rose to do great things
together in the interests of the people of Victoria. Under your stewardship I look forward to this
Parliament rising to the highest standards of debate, of consideration and of responsiveness to the
needs of our community. I congratulate you on your arrival in the chair. I will probably be a little
bit disappointed the first time you sit me down and you call out the fact that ‘That is not a point
of order’, but you will do that, and I will cop it because I am here to do good as well.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (11:40): President, can I on
behalf of the Liberal and National parties congratulate you on your elevation to a very important
office. The President is a very significant position in this chamber. It is a position that carries the
trust of the chamber on the adjudications that you must make, the decisions, the implementation
of our standing orders and sessional orders and the longstanding rules and traditions of this chamber.
As Mr Jennings said and you alluded to yourself, you do have a knockabout style. Many of us
find that both cheeky and irreverent on occasions, but we do revel in the interchanges that often
result. I hope we do not lose every aspect of that in your high elevation. Notwithstanding that, we
look forward to working with you in a constructive way in the interests of the chamber, in the
interests of the Parliament and in the interests of the people of Victoria, whom we are here to serve.
I do want to join your comment and the comment that Mr Jennings made in acknowledging the
former President, because he has for the recent period—for the last eight years—acquitted himself
very well in that role. He is a person who carried the trust of the chamber with great eloquence
and distinction, and I think that we do owe a debt to Bruce Atkinson for the work that he did over
the last two terms of this Parliament. If you are able to follow in his footsteps, you will no doubt
acquit that role very well, and we have trust that you will do so.
DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Election
The PRESIDENT: The Council is now required to elect a Deputy President. Are there any
nominations?
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (11:43): I nominate
Ms Lovell.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (11:43): I second the nomination.
The PRESIDENT: Are there any other nominations from the house? There being no more
nominations, I declare Wendy Lovell the Deputy President.
I will vacate the chair until 2 o’clock. Before then, members will be presented to the Governor in
the library at 1.25 p.m.
Sitting suspended 11.44 a.m. until 2.01 p.m.
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Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Presentation
The Usher of the Black Rod announced approach of the Governor.
The Governor entered the chamber.
Members of the Legislative Assembly, with the Speaker, attended in response to the
Governor’s summons.
The Governor addressed following speech to both houses of Parliament:
Introduction (14:11)
Honourable President and members of the Legislative Council:
Honourable Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly:
First, I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land upon which we are gathering and I
acknowledge their ongoing connection to it.
Following the results of the general election on 24 November I commissioned the Leader of the
Victorian Labor Party, Mr Daniel Andrews, to form a government.
Accordingly I have called you together on this day, the first session of the 59th Parliament, to
outline the policy agenda and legislative intentions of the government in its second term.
Summary
The government has spent the past four years investing in hospitals and schools, building road
and rail, creating jobs and taking action on family violence.
In its second term the government will continue to deliver on its positive plan, creating a better,
fairer and stronger Victoria.
The government is committed to helping every child reach their full potential, making sure our
loved ones get the care and dignity they deserve, and building the big infrastructure projects
Victoria needs now and for the future.
It is a plan that aims to create more jobs and to give more Victorians the security and dignity
of work.
Over the next four years the government will focus on:
•

education;

•

jobs;

•

transport;

•

health; and

•

fairness.
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Education
The government understands the profound power of education—the doors it opens and the
opportunities it affords.
In its second term the government will continue to invest in local schools, kindergartens and
TAFE to ensure that every Victorian has the chances in life they deserve—wherever they live and
whatever their background.
Investing in kindergarten for all Victorian children
The government understands that success begins with making sure Victorian children get the very
best start in life.
That’s why the government will undertake the largest social, economic and educational reform
in early childhood learning in Victoria’s history.
The government will invest almost $5 billion over the next decade so that every Victorian child
will have access to at least 5 hours of subsidised three-year-old kinder by 2022, increasing to
15 hours per week over the next decade.
Not only will this save families thousands of dollars, it will help get children ready for school and
set them up for life.
As part of this investment, the government will undertake the state’s biggest early education build,
with almost 1000 new and upgraded kinders across the state.
Delivering great local schools
Continuing its investments in education, the government will upgrade schools across the state.
And to make sure families in our fastest growing communities have a great local school they can
rely on, the government will open 100 new schools over the next eight years.
Fairness for our kids
The government will also continue to make sure that every child can get the most of their
education, expanding its school breakfast clubs and providing free school lunches to 1000 schools
across the state.
The government will also invest in free dental care at all public primary and secondary schools,
rolling out 250 dental vans and saving families up to $400 per year on their child’s dental care.
Rebuilding Victoria’s TAFEs
And because the government understands that TAFE changes lives, it will continue its rebuild of
Victoria’s training system.
On top of the free TAFE courses in priority areas, the government will establish the Building
Better TAFEs Fund—$220 million to rebuild and revamp TAFEs across the state.
Jobs
The government believes in good, secure jobs.
Jobs that give Victorians dignity and security and an opportunity to build their futures.
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Protecting penalty rates
In its second term, the government will enshrine public holidays in law, including Easter Sunday,
Christmas Day and Grand Final Friday, to permanently protect penalty rates for thousands of
Victorian workers.
Protecting Victorians and their entitlements at work
And because this government believes in fair pay for fair work, it will introduce new legislation
to make wage theft a criminal offence, with significant penalties for employers who deliberately
and dishonestly underpay their workers.
The government will also continue to implement new labour hire licensing and portable long
service arrangements legislated by the previous Parliament, and continue the role of the Victorian
wage inspectorate in protecting the rights of workers.
The government believes that every worker should make it home safely, which is why it will
introduce a new offence to make workplace manslaughter a crime.
These new laws will make sure that if an employer’s negligence causes death, they are held to
account, and it will help to create a culture where the safety of workers is given the priority it
deserves.
Creating jobs in regional Victoria
The government will build on its efforts in creating thousands of new jobs, in every corner of
the state.
That includes new jobs in the Latrobe Valley by basing a new office of Solar Victoria in Morwell.
The government will help grow Victoria’s craft producers, creating new jobs and attracting even
more visitors from interstate and overseas, with a dedicated $10 million grant fund.
The government will also help create more jobs in Victoria’s agriculture industry, supporting our
farming families, investing in our agricultural colleges and continuing its support for young
farmers.
Transport
The government has used its purchasing power to help create more jobs for Victorians, including
mandating a minimum requirement for local content on its major projects and requiring that
10 per cent of work is to be done by trainees, apprentices and cadets.
The government will continue to make sure Victorian jobs are at the heart of its efforts to build a
world-class transport system.
The Suburban Rail Loop
To keep up with our growing population and to help connect Victoria, the government will begin
planning on the Suburban Rail Loop.
The Suburban Rail Loop will be an underground train network that connects every major train
line from Cheltenham to Werribee—including a link to Melbourne Airport—with 12 new
underground stations.
The Suburban Rail Loop will also create regional super hubs at Clayton, Broadmeadows and
Sunshine, and take 200 000 cars off our roads every day.
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Western Rail Plan
The government’s Western Rail Plan recognises the growth of Melbourne’s western suburbs and
the popularity of Geelong and Ballarat as commuter hubs.
The Western Rail Plan includes planning for the full separation of regional and metro services on
the Geelong and Ballarat lines—the first step in delivering fast rail to these cities—meaning fewer
stops, faster trips and less crowded trains for local passengers.
Cranbourne duplication
The government also acknowledges the growing needs of Melbourne’s south-east.
That’s why the government will invest $750 million in the Cranbourne line duplication project to
duplicate 8 kilometres of rail track between Cranbourne and Dandenong and remove the
bottlenecks that cause delays.
This will allow the number of train services to be doubled during peak times, delivering trains
every 10 minutes to Lynbrook, Merinda Park and Cranbourne stations.
Removing dangerous level crossings
The government has already removed 29 of our state’s most dangerous and congested level
crossings.
The government will build on this work, removing a total of 75 level crossings by 2025.
Airport rail
The government will also provide up to $5 billion towards a new airport rail link, matching the
funding provided by the commonwealth government and making sure work on this
much-talked-about project can begin.
North-east link
To better connect our city and our state, the government will build the $16.5 billion north-east
link project, reducing travel times between Melbourne’s north and south by up to 30 minutes and
taking thousands of cars off local roads.
Fixing local roads for local drivers
The government will continue its investment in local roads, with plans to fix thousands of
kilometres of roads across the state, in communities from Ballarat to Barwon Heads.
11 000 more train station car parks
And to make it easier for commuters to find a car park, the government’s $150 million Car Parks
for Commuters Fund will see over 11 000 new and upgraded car spaces at some of the state’s
busiest metropolitan and regional train stations.
Health
The government also wants to make sure every Victorian has access to quality health care close
to home.
Building better hospitals
The government believes that begins with ensuring a strong hospital system.
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Building on its existing investments, the government will invest $675 million to build, expand
and upgrade 10 community hospitals across the state, providing even more Victorians with the
care they need closer to home.
The government will also build a new public hospital in Footscray that will accommodate
504 beds, easing the pressure on inner-city hospitals.
The new Footscray Hospital will be located on the campus of Victoria University and will serve
as a major tertiary and training hospital and hub and help meet the growing demand for health
care from local families.
The government will also invest an additional $10 million towards the ongoing redevelopment of
Wangaratta hospital, so local doctors and nurses can deliver the very best care.
The government will also redevelop Frankston Hospital to accommodate 120 new beds and build
a new maternity ward, obstetrics ward, women’s clinic, paediatric ward and special-care nursery,
as well as two entire floors devoted to mental health, to meet growing demand as more young
families move to Melbourne’s south-eastern suburbs.
Regional investments
The government will continue to invest in health care for regional patients, delivering
500 000 extra specialist appointments in regional communities over the next four years.
This will save Victorian patients thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket private specialist sessions
and will mean regional patients no longer have to spend hours away from loved ones to access
specialist care.
The government also recognises that farmers in our rural communities are less likely to visit their
GP and more likely to face complications with injury and illness.
That’s why the government will provide an extra $4 million to the National Centre for Farmer
Health to ensure that Victorian farmers can continue to rely on the vital care they receive through
the centre. This will assist the centre to continue its work in providing on-the-ground and
immediate support to farmers in partnership with the Victorian Farmers Federation.
Royal commission into mental health
The government recognises that mental wellbeing is just as important as physical wellbeing.
And over the course of their lifetime, at least one in two Victorians will struggle with a mental
health condition.
The government recognises that more can, and should, be done.
That’s why this government will establish a royal commission into mental health.
The first of its kind in Australia, the commission will focus on the quality and cost of care across
Victoria’s healthcare system, address early intervention and addiction, and examine how the
government can better support families and mental health workers.
This builds on the government’s commitment to introduce provisional acceptance WorkCover
payments for mental health injuries sustained by our emergency workers, rolling out to every
Victorian worker in the next two years.
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The very best start
The government acknowledges that right now the price of IVF makes it inaccessible for many
Victorians.
The government will invest $32 million to help make sure more Victorians can start a family with
access to low-cost, subsidised IVF services and will establish bulk-billing IVF clinics across
Victoria.
The government will also invest $22 million to give new parents a baby bundle with essential
baby products and information focused on safe sleeping, feeding and healthy development.
The government will also invest $232 million to build seven new early parenting centres,
refurbish two more and deliver a range of vital services to help more than 4500 Victorian families
in those critical early months and years.
And because there’s nothing more important than the safety of our children, the government will
invest $4 million to fund neighbourhood houses and community organisations right across
Victoria to provide families free car seat fitting and safety checks.
Backing Victorian nurses, midwives and paramedics
The government will always support the vital role that nurses and midwives play in caring for
Victorian patients and the importance of maintaining nurse-patient ratios.
The government has already enshrined minimum nurse and midwife-to-patient ratios in law, and
in its second term will further strengthen these life-saving protections.
As part of this reform the government will recruit 1100 new nurses and midwives so that patients
are cared for in their times of need.
The government also wants to make sure that in an emergency, Victorians can be confident they
will continue to get the fast, life-saving care they need.
The government will respect and support the work of our paramedics with 90 new recruits,
introducing 23 more ambulances on the roads and investing $25 million to upgrade and build new
ambulance stations across the state.
Fairness
As the Victorian economy continues to grow, the government wants to make sure that success is
shared with every community in every corner of our state.
Engaging with Aboriginal Victorians on treaty
The government recognises the importance of respecting and listening to Victoria’s Aboriginal
communities.
And in its second term, the government will facilitate the first round of the treaty community
engagement program to ensure the voices of Aboriginal Victorians are at the heart of the treaty
process.
Investing in our multicultural communities
The government believes that Victoria’s multiculturalism is a pivotal part of our state’s story and
success.
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The government will continue to support this proud diversity, with investments to help more of
our multicultural communities celebrate and share their traditions and heritage.
Building new public housing
The government will replace up to 2500 old public housing properties with modern, comfortable,
energy-efficient and secure properties.
The government will also invest a further $209 million to build 1000 new public housing
properties across the state.
Recognising that family violence is a major contributor to homelessness and that women often
flee violence with their children, the government will ensure that many of these new properties
are two or three-bedroom homes that can accommodate a family.
Family violence
The government will also continue to meet its commitment to implement every single one of the
227 recommendations from the Royal Commission into Family Violence.
This includes doubling the number of specialist family violence financial counsellors to help more
victim survivors as they rebuild their lives.
Supporting Victoria’s LGBTI communities
The government is proud to stand with Victoria’s LGBTI communities.
Understanding that LGBTI Victorians face higher rates of depression and suicide, the government
will invest in more counselling services for LGBTI Victorians and their families, including
increasing mental health support through Switchboard Victoria.
More green spaces for our communities
Our community parks are integral to bringing people together and promoting a healthy and active
lifestyle.
The government aims to make sure that every Victorian has access to quality local parks no matter
where they live.
The government has committed $150 million to create more than 6500 hectares of new parklands
and new walking and bike trails across Victoria.
Easing energy costs
The government will stand up for families and for fairness, delivering new assistance to help
Victorians with the cost of living.
The government will reform Victoria’s energy sector to help reduce power prices.
The reforms will enforce stronger punishments for retailers who do the wrong thing and better
protections for consumers.
This builds on the government’s commitment to install solar panels for 700 000 Victorian home
owners and renters.
This investment will help Victorians save around $890 a year on their electricity bills.
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The government will also invest in new solar hot water systems and batteries for even more
households and support the accreditation of 4500 electricians to ensure the highest safety
standards.
The government will also increase Victoria’s renewable energy target to 50 per cent by 2030,
creating thousands of jobs, lowering power bills and helping to protect the environment.
Integrity of public institutions
The government will introduce legislation to strengthen parliamentary standards, including
removing the role of Parliament in setting MP salaries.
The government is also committed to improving our state’s integrity and accountability system
so that governments are better placed to deliver for all Victorians.
Closing
Honourable members, I have outlined for you the government’s program for this Parliament.
It is an optimistic and positive plan, designed to meet the challenges our state faces, while
demonstrating the government’s commitment to creating a better, fairer and stronger Victoria.
Although each of you comes from a different background and offers a different perspective, I
trust that working together you will serve the people of Victoria with courage and conviction.
It is now my pleasure to wish you well and to declare open the 59th Parliament of Victoria.
Copies of speech handed to the President and the Speaker.
The Governor withdrew.
Members of the Legislative Assembly withdrew.
Sitting suspended 2.34 p.m. until 4.06 p.m.
Members
MINISTRY
The PRESIDENT: I call on the respective party leaders to advise members of the relative
portfolio responsibilities of different members in this chamber.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (16:06): At the moment
the Premier is outlining to the Legislative Assembly the responsibility of the ministry in the new
Andrews government. In this chamber I will be the Leader of the Government, the Special
Minister of State, the Minister for Priority Precincts and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. In
this chamber I will represent the Premier; the Treasurer, who is also the Minister for Economic
Development and the Minister for Industrial Relations; the Assistant Treasurer and Minister for
Veterans; and the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change.
Ms Symes is the Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council. She will be the
Minister for Regional Development, the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for Resources.
She will represent the portfolios of crime prevention, corrections, youth justice, victim support,
planning, housing and multicultural affairs.
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Ms Mikakos is the Minister for Health and the Minister for Ambulance Services. She will be
representing the ministers in the other place with portfolio responsibilities for child protection;
disability, ageing and carers; mental health; the prevention of family violence; women; and youth.
Ms Pulford is the Minister for Roads, the Minister for Road Safety and the TAC and the Minister
for Fishing and Boating. In this chamber she will represent the portfolios of transport
infrastructure, equality, creative industries, public transport and ports and freight.
Mr Somyurek is the Minister for Local Government and the Minister for Small Business. He will
be representing ministers in the other place in relation to consumer affairs, gaming and liquor
regulation; suburban development; jobs, innovation and trade; tourism, sport and major events;
and the racing portfolio.
Ms Tierney is the Minister for Training and Skills and the Minister for Higher Education. She
will represent these ministers in the other place: the Attorney-General and Minister for Workplace
Safety, the Minister for Education and the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and
Minister for Water.
I want to inform the house that Ms Ingrid Stitt is the Government Whip in the Legislative Council.
SHADOW MINISTRY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:08): I am pleased to
inform the house that the Leader of the Opposition, Michael O’Brien, has given people
responsibilities in this chamber, particularly me, as Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Council. I have responsibility as shadow Minister for Public Transport (Metropolitan), shadow
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, shadow Minister for Equality, shadow minister for
federal-state relations, shadow Minister for Priority Precincts and shadow minister for the arts.
Georgie Crozier is Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council. She is also
shadow Minister for Health and shadow Minister for Ambulance Services. Edward O’Donohue
is shadow Attorney-General. Gordon Rich-Phillips is shadow minister for finance, shadow
Minister for Roads (Metropolitan), shadow Minister for Road Safety and the TAC and shadow
minister for aviation. Mary Wooldridge is shadow minister for innovation, jobs and trade, shadow
Minister for Training and Skills, and shadow Minister for Higher Education. The whip is
Mr Bernie Finn.
I should also note assistant shadow ministry responsibilities. Melina Bath is shadow assistant
minister for public land use, and Bernie Finn is shadow assistant minister for autism and for small
business.
GREENS LEADERSHIP
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (16:09): I would like to advise the house that I have
been elected the parliamentary Leader of the Victorian Greens, with Ellen Sandell as the Deputy
Leader and manager of parliamentary business. Furthermore, my portfolio responsibilities will
be housing and planning; community services, including family violence, disability, child
protection, ageing and carers; women; gambling; consumer affairs; multiculturalism; local
government; industrial relations; Aboriginal affairs; and animals.
Furthermore, the member for Melbourne, Ellen Sandell, will have the portfolio responsibilities of
climate change and energy; environment, including forests, water and waste; Treasury and
economic development, including industry and trade, small business and tourism; the arts;
emergency services; and regional development and agriculture.
The member for Prahran, Sam Hibbins, will have the portfolio responsibilities for transport,
LGBTIQ equality, education, youth and major events. And the member for Brunswick, Tim
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Read, has the portfolio responsibilities of health, including drug law reform and mental health;
research and science; justice; integrity and anticorruption; youth justice; and sport.
Questions without notice
MINISTERIAL BRIEFING DOCUMENTS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:11): My question is to
the Leader of the Government. Minister, I refer to the incoming government briefs provided to
each new minister coordinated by the Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, known
in the case of the Labor government as the red books. In the interests of transparency, will the
government release these documents publicly or make them available to the house on the next
day of sitting?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (16:11): I thank Mr
Davis, and I congratulate him on getting his dream job in the Parliament. Mr Davis dreams of
being Leader of the Opposition and he has achieved that outcome. I congratulate him
wholeheartedly. It is a position he covets above all others, so I congratulate him on achieving that
outcome and I welcome his question.
I am not aware of any precedent that has actually been set by any incoming government, not only
in this jurisdiction but in other jurisdictions in relation to—
Ms Wooldridge interjected.
Mr JENNINGS: The Abbott government? Well, that went well! That went decidedly well!
That actually showed, probably from day one, trouble in relation to achieving the fine policy
settings that the Abbott government promised at the election. Unfortunately they were not
followed up by any reform agenda or any action that occurred in the budget that Mr Hockey
delivered in the first budget of the Abbott government. I am not sure that was his last, but it may
well have been. That was a major problem for that administration. So I do not know that I would
actually want to call on that precedent as actually being a very wise move of an incoming
government.
The public service provides, without fear or favour, advice to potential incoming governments
about the effect and the implementation of policy settings and the preferred way of addressing
the policy settings that have been identified by the parties in the election, and they are extremely
useful in guiding an incoming government in the way in which it may go about implementing
policy. But it also considers a range of policy options, variations and different priority settings
that the public service may recommend, the consequences that they may have for machinery of
government matters and the way in which budgets should be structured. These matters are
appropriately digested by an incoming government and are considered through cabinet processes
and collaborative work between ministers and their secretaries of departments, and it would be
wise for a government, any government, to be able to look at the way in which their policy agenda
could be achieved. President, you will know that this—
A member interjected.
Mr JENNINGS: Have I already spoken for 4 minutes?
Members interjecting.
Mr JENNINGS: Oh, I see. I have an eternal 4-minute loop, apparently. I will not abuse that.
I will finish in a minute, because the Governor outlined in the address to the Parliament in the last
couple of hours an extraordinary range of commitments that this government has committed to
doing. In fact the way in which the government will pay for it is that we will structure budgets

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
16

Legislative Council

Wednesday, 19 December 2018

into the future that actually have a surplus in the forward estimates, and we will manage the
delivery of what we promised. We promise, as we did in the last term of office, to deliver on what
we have promised and to work every day to deliver the expansive, progressive agenda, as the
Governor described—the positive agenda—that we have taken to the people. We will consider
any advice from the public service about the best way to do that; we will consider that in our own
time. I am not going to take a leap of faith to indicate that I am releasing the red books at this
moment. I will speak to my colleagues about the desirability of that in the future, but I am not
prematurely predetermining the way in which the government chooses to implement its important
commitments to the people.
The PRESIDENT: Before I call Mr Davis on a supplementary, I alert the chamber that the
electronic timer is not working, so the clerks will monitor the time and we will soldier on.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (16:16): I thank the minister
for his answer—perhaps tinged, as it was, with arrogance—but express my disappointment that
the government is unprepared to release these critical documents and therefore appears to be
embarking on a course to deny those documents. I therefore ask: will the minister release the
incoming briefs that he has personally received or make them available to the chamber?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (16:16): Mr Davis’s
desire to forensically assess and critique the actions of the government is in fact, again, consistent
with his frame of always being a critic and not necessarily taking responsibility for implementing
anything. This government actually takes its obligations to deliver things extremely seriously. We
will consider that, we will respond to that appropriately and, if and when there is any guidance
provided by the public service in relation to the way in which we can get about delivering that
positive agenda for the people of Victoria, the government will be happy to share the
implementation options as they are relevant to the community’s understanding of how we are
going to get on with it.
NURSE AND MIDWIFE-TO-PATIENT RATIOS
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (16:17): Thank you, President, and can I congratulate you on
your elevation to the position. I am sure you will bring a certain spark to the role. My question is
to the Minister for Health, and I also congratulate the Minister for Health on her success at the
ballot box and of course her new portfolio. Can the minister please update the house as to what
action the government has taken to deliver more nurses and midwives to care for Victorians,
including those fighting cancer, women giving birth and our state’s sickest babies?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:18): Can I firstly begin by congratulating you, President, on your elevation. Can I
just say that I am absolutely confident that you will be an outstanding President, and I wish you
well in your new role. I also take this opportunity to congratulate all our newly elected members
and welcome them to the Legislative Council.
I am greatly honoured to have been appointed the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance
Services in the second term of the Andrews Labor government, and it is a responsibility that I
take very seriously. I am very mindful of the President’s comments in his remarks earlier today
when he referred to us going and doing good work, and that is exactly what I intend to do with
these portfolio responsibilities.
We are a government that delivers on our election commitments, so it is with great pride that I
can inform the member that I stood with the Premier this morning, together with nurses and
midwives, to announce that we as a government are delivering on an important election
commitment as it relates to patient safety in this state, and that is that we are prioritising the Safe
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Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018, which is
being introduced into the Parliament later today, to allow nurses and midwives to provide the
quality care that Victorians expect and deserve.
It will mean that the number of nurses and midwives on a variety of shifts will be rounded up
instead of down, improving their workloads and improving ratios in palliative care and in birthing
suites for the smallest babies in our state who are in our special care nurseries. It will mean more
staff caring for these vulnerable patients and sickest babies. It will also improve ratios during peak
times in our emergency department resuscitation cubicles, where we know every second matters.
Victorians suffering from stroke, blood disease and cancer will have more nurses because it will
place more nurses as a result of these improved ratios in our acute stroke units, haematology
wards and acute inpatient oncology.
This bill will deliver the first instalment that we promised of 1100 new nurses and midwives, and
it will actually deliver on 600 of those nurses and midwives that have already been funded. We
will deliver 1100 additional nurses and midwives over the term of this government to make sure
that our public health system is right across Victoria—from our largest metropolitan hospitals to
our regional ones, including hospitals that Mr Gepp represents.
We will invest also in our workforce. We have a commitment to a $50 million Nursing and
Midwifery Workforce Development Fund to create more opportunities and attract more people
to the nursing profession. There will be opportunities there for people to undertake registered
nurse graduate places. For the first time we will establish a statewide enrolled nurse graduate
program, and there will be 400 places in this program. This comes on top of the commitment that
Ms Tierney made around free TAFE for our diploma of nursing so that we can get more people
to come into the profession.
Can I just say to the member that I thank him for his deep interest in our public health system in
this state. We have made a number of commitments, and we only got a snapshot of those in the
Governor’s speech today because there are just so many of them that it could have been a whole
speech just about our health commitments. But I am absolutely committed to working every day
to ensure that we will deliver on those election commitments. I look forward to the bill coming
to this chamber and becoming law in this state.
ENTERPRISE MASTER PATIENT INDEX
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:22): My question is to the Minister for Health,
Ms Mikakos. Minister, the Department of Health and Human Services has recently outlined that
the implementation of a statewide enterprise master patient index has experienced significant
delays. Who is responsible, and have you requested an investigation as to why these significant
delays have occurred?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:22): I thank the member for her question in relation to this matter, and I take this
opportunity to congratulate her on her role because I think that it is important to acknowledge
these moments. I am certainly prepared to be generous about these matters, even if these
courtesies are not always extended to members of the government. Can I just also say that I was
a little bit disconcerted earlier today in terms of the seating arrangements. Wiser heads have
prevailed and thought it was important to the President’s health that Ms Crozier and I have some
lack of proximity in terms of the seating arrangements as they have been allocated and this portfolio.
I will just inform the member that we have a very, very, very proud record—we have a very proud
record—when it comes to health. I can inform the member that I am greatly honoured to be
undertaking this portfolio. As I said, we have had just a snapshot of the very expansive list of
election commitments outlined by the Governor in her speech earlier today.
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I want to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Jill Hennessy, my predecessor, who did a fantastic
job as Minister for Health in this portfolio—
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, I know the minister is biding time to get an answer
via her phone, but I am just wondering if you could draw her back to the question.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, the interjections have been flowing thick and fast
from the opposition’s side. I would suggest that if they would like the question answered, they
should sit in respectful silence and let that occur.
The PRESIDENT: I will rule on the point of order. I actually think the minister is not being
responsive to the question that has been asked. But in saying that, the good news is that the
electronic clock is working again and I see that she has 2 minutes and 14 seconds to get around
to that.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you very much, President, for your guidance. I am pleased that the
technology is now working. As I was saying, Jill Hennessy did a tremendous amount in the health
portfolio. I am so proud of the fact that she ended the war on our paramedics, she achieved the
best ambulance response times on record and she delivered on the lowest elective surgery waiting
lists three years in a row from 2015–16 to 2017–18. She had in the most recent budget $2.1 billion
in funding to support our hospitals to admit 1.96 million patients and treat 1.84 million patients
in our emergencies over the year. So we have made the investments that are necessary.
I can outline to the house that we have a very expansive list of election commitments to deliver
on: $3.79 billion in capital initiatives, which is the biggest ever hospital building program in our
state’s history.
Members interjecting.
Ms MIKAKOS: I know you don’t want to hear about it, do you, Mr Finn?
Mr Finn: On a point of order, President, the minister is flouting your ruling. Clearly she has
just continued on from where she was at 2 minutes and 14 seconds for a further minute and
13 seconds, outlining things that have absolutely nothing at all to do with the question. I ask you
to request, direct or whatever her to actually answer the question.
The PRESIDENT: On the last part of Mr Finn’s point of order, I cannot direct a minister on
how they answer a question, but I do uphold his point of order around being responsive to the
question. Thanks to the electronic clock, there is still 1 minute and 1 second left, and I am hopeful
that the minister will be responsive in that time.
Ms MIKAKOS: Thank you very much, President, for your guidance. The point that I was
making to the member is that we have been elected to a second term with a very ambitious agenda
in the health and ambulance services portfolios and I am getting on with delivering those
commitments. I have already indicated to the house one election commitment that is on its way
to being implemented, and that is delivering on improved nurse and midwife to patient ratios.
There is a raft of other commitments that are underway as well.
In the process of delivering these commitments, I am undertaking briefings with my department
every single day on a range of matters. It is in fact day 20 for all of our ministers who have taken
on board new portfolio responsibilities. I look forward to delivering on our election commitments
and will be happy to provide the member with a written response on the issue that she has picked
to ask about in her first question.
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:28): I note that the minister had absolutely no
idea of what I was speaking about, so I am looking forward to the department providing that
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briefing and her providing a proper answer to the question. My supplementary question to the
minister is: Minister, the original budget for this project was $17 million. Can you assure the
house that this project remains within that budget envelope?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:29): Again I thank the member for going for the really big ticket items in her first
question here today in question time. We are absolutely committed to delivering better outcomes
to patients in this state. That is why we have made the investments that we have made in our first
term that have resulted in those improved outcomes that I outlined in my substantive response,
and we are getting on with delivering on our election commitments in this term of government. I
look forward over the next four years to advising Ms Crozier and the rest of the house on the
details of the implementation of all of those election commitments.
ROAD SAFETY
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (16:30): Thank you, President. Again I join in
congratulating you on your election. My question is for the Minister for Road Safety and the
TAC. Minister, can you please outline what is being done over this Christmas-New Year period
to make sure that everyone stays safe on our roads?
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the
TAC, Minister for Fishing and Boating) (16:30): Thank you, President, and congratulations on
your new role. I thank Mr Melhem for his question. I take the opportunity to welcome to the
chamber our new colleagues and to welcome back to the chamber returning members. I look
forward to working with you over the coming four years.
I thank Mr Melhem for his question on the very, very important matter of road safety. There are
204 Victorians who have lost their lives on our roads already this year. As we find ourselves here,
on the last sitting day of the year and the first of this Parliament, on 19 December, the minds of
most people in the Victorian community are probably less on the matters going on in the Victorian
Parliament today and more on their Christmas shopping lists, their catering plans, their
arrangements for holidays and furiously trying to get everything done that they have to get done
at work and in all other aspects of their lives. It is a crazy, busy, frantic time of the year for many
of us. There is a lot of distraction, and it can be a particularly dangerous time of the year on the
roads. It is also a really important time of the year when lots of people do take leave and do get
to spend more time with their families and with their loved ones. For the families and friends of
those 204 people who have lost their lives on our roads there will be an empty space at their table,
and that is an incredibly difficult and heartbreaking thing.
Our commitment to road safety is a significant one. I am incredibly conscious that as a very new
Minister for Road Safety and the TAC I follow in the steps of many who have had responsibilities
in these areas before me and who have contributed to Victoria’s reputation over decades in
world’s best practice in terms of the reduction in our road toll and support for people who are
injured or indeed for those who are surviving family members of those who have been killed on
our roads.
I take the opportunity to pay credit to my predecessor in this work, Luke Donnellan, and Robin
Scott had responsibility for parts of this role as well. Luke in his role as Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, coming from opposition to government, was the first to set a target in terms of
reducing our road toll, and he has undertaken some terrific work that I am very much looking
forward to building on.
Our road toll at this point in the year is lower than it was this time last year, and in large part this
is the result of a reduction in fatalities of drivers on country roads. Particularly at this time of the
year we are very conscious of the need to be reminding the community to slow down, to not drink
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and drive, to not take drugs and drive and really to be mindful and aware drivers and to employ
the best possible practice that they can.
So there will be TAC road safety teams at all manner of events through the summer. We have
launched in recent weeks the Christmas road safety campaign, which is all about not being the
person that causes your loved one to receive that horrible knock on the door from police. There
is a campaign that the TAC is running around ribbons to tie around your wrist to remind you to
slow down. I have some, and I will circulate them around the chamber a bit later this afternoon.
I would also just take the opportunity to pay tribute to Martin Wrangle, a man that I met a couple
of weeks ago who gives his time and part of his soul to contributing to our road safety message.
He lost his son Trevor 14 years ago. When we launched the road safety campaign together,
14 years after losing his beautiful son Trevor, the pain of that loss was still raw. The work that
Martin contributes to our community in promoting our road safety message is an enormous credit
to him and to his family.
HEMP PRODUCTS
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (16:35): Thank you, President, and congratulations.
My question is to the Minister for Agriculture, Ms Symes, and congratulations to her too. The
farm bill which recently passed in the US removed cannabidiol, better known as CBD, extracted
from hemp plants from their controlled substances act. CBD is not psychoactive, and its safety
profile shows that it is safer than existing complementary medicines like St John’s wort. Research
has shown that CBD can relieve pain, reduce anxiety and depression, amongst other things. Given
this product can be derived from low-THC strains with industrial hemp licences that are issued
by Agriculture Victoria, what steps is the minister taking to open up the CBD industry to Victorian
farmers just like they have in the US?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Resources) (16:35): Thank you, Ms Patten, for your question; it is much
welcomed. It is great to be here as the Minister for Agriculture. I also extend a welcome to
everyone in the house, particularly those new members and particularly the two from north-east
Victoria; they are very much welcomed.
I want to start with reaffirming my commitment to the medical cannabis industry here in Victoria.
We have been nation leaders in this approach. We are really committed to the first locally
produced medical cannabis industry. We have adapted our approach to continue to deliver on our
commitment to account for new commonwealth legislation, which has been a bit complex
because it has been a rapidly changing policy environment. We are cultivating an industry that
can supply reliable and high-quality medical cannabis products to patients. Our medical cannabis
Industry Development Plan is positioning Victoria as Australia’s medical cannabis hub. There
have been some developments with the Cann Group obtaining the first commercial licence to
cultivate medical cannabis in Australia and establish its research and development and
manufacturing operations in Victoria. In June 2018 the Cann Group announced an investment of
$100 million for a facility at Melbourne Airport, creating 170 jobs.
The Labor government has also entered a research partnership with Canadian company Canopy
Growth Corporation, supporting industry innovation. Canopy Growth is now basing its
Asia-Pacific headquarters right here in Victoria, creating more than 200 jobs. Based on modelling
undertaken by KPMG, Victoria’s new medical cannabis industry could create 500 new jobs and
make an economic contribution of $90 million per year by 2028.
In relation to the industrial hemp industry, this is an industry that Agriculture Victoria does
provide licences for. In relation to how the by-products of the industrial hemp industry can be
greater used, a lot of this is to do with the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act, and the
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licensing has to give consideration to those provisions. As agriculture minister I am always
interested in new and emerging industries, and I am very happy to talk to you about these matters,
but they are quite complex when we are talking about the legality of what can be extracted from
the hemp plant. Thank you for your question.
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (16:38): Thank you, Minister. I look forward to talking
with you more about this issue as the term goes on. In 2017 the Australia New Zealand Food
Standards Code was amended to permit low-THC hemp-hulled seeds to be sold to us as an
ingredient in food. So I ask the minister: what steps will she take to lobby for the inclusion of
CBD in the same category, accepting her point that CBD is currently controlled under other
legislation?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Resources) (16:38): Thank you, Ms Patten. I can just reiterate that I am
certainly open to having conversations with you and other ministers on issues relating to this
particular topic.
DROUGHT AND FLOOD ASSISTANCE
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (16:39): Thanks, President. At the first instance congratulations
on your appointment; it is really wonderful to see. My question is for the newly minted Minister
for Agriculture. Take two, Minister. Given the ongoing drought in East Gippsland and the recent
flooding in parts of central and northern Victoria, can you inform the house about what action the
Andrews Labor government is taking to support farmers in this particular set of circumstances?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Resources) (16:39): Thank you, Ms Shing, so much for your question.
It means a lot to receive a question from you, and I do commend you for your efforts for country
Victoria and your massive support for farmers.
As the Minister for Agriculture, ensuring responsiveness to support through drought and flood is
an absolute priority of me and our government. The intense rainfall events of the past week have
wreaked havoc across some areas of the state, and I would first like to thank our emergency
services and volunteers for selflessly devoting their time and skills to promote safety and
wellbeing of the community. Large areas of Victoria experienced heavy rainfall last week, with
totals recorded in Eldorado of 201 millimetres; Everton, 181 millimetres; and Birchip,
167 millimetres. These exceed one-in-200-year events that these locations are used to.
Agencies and local governments are working together to provide immediate relief, understand
the impacts and plan for recovery. From a farming perspective the deluge from the events is
actually largely welcome. Many farm dams have been replenished and soil moisture in cropping
areas has increased, leading to a really positive sowing season. For those that have been negatively
impacted, financial hardship payments have been available to members of severely affected
communities such as individuals, small businesses, primary producers and not-for-profit
organisations that are assisting in recovery.
In my patch of northern Victoria there were around 400 houses that experienced above-floor
flooding at Everton, Eldorado and Tarrawingee, and around 35 properties were impacted in the
Birchip and Woomelang areas, four of which were inundated with above-floor flooding.
On drought—and of course I know that the member and some other members in this house are
very much aware of the impact of drought in East Gippsland in particular—in October this year
we announced a further $25 million to help families with school and kinder support, mental and
emotional support and of course on-farm infrastructure grants for particular measures like stock
containment and water infrastructure. We have extended our drought support package to a further
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21 local government agencies, and we are standing with our farming families every step of the
way because we know these are exceptionally dry and tough conditions.
I can update the house that as of 13 December almost 1100 farm businesses in Central and East
Gippsland and northern and north-west Victoria have applied for on-farm drought infrastructure
support grants, and that is worth $3.6 million of funding already out there. More than 90 technical
and decision-making workshops have been delivered across the state since May 2018, and more
than 1800 farmers and 500 service providers have attended these events.
I am looking forward to hitting the road tomorrow. I will be down in your patch, Ms Shing—as
you are already aware because I would not go there without telling you I am coming—to visit the
drought-affected farmers in East Gippsland.
But more than just responding to the crises that come our way and the weather events, this
government is really focused on the medium and long-term growth for agriculture. We know that
digital agriculture has the capacity to revolutionise farming, and it is why our government has
invested $27 million to support Victorian farmers to adopt digital technologies, including
$12 million of on-farm Internet of Things trials, which are about to begin across four regions of
our state.
I am really, really proud that we come from a government—the Andrews Labor government—
that really have put climate change back on the agenda. Our Agriculture Energy Investment Plan
has already seen more than 370 farmers sign up for free energy assessments under our $30 million
initiative. Skills and training and farm safety are also going to be at the top of our list, and we are
focusing on making agriculture an attractive, profitable and rewarding industry for our young
people, ensuring it is best placed to capitalise on international domestic markets as well as digital
opportunities.
So while so much has been achieved, and much of that is to do with my wonderful colleague and
the former agriculture minister Jaala Pulford, there is much more to do, and I look forward to
working with many people in this chamber on helping our farmers.
DUCK HUNTING SEASON
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (16:43): Thank you, President, and I congratulate you on
your elevation to your new higher status. My question is again to the new Minister for Agriculture.
And congratulations to her; she is the star today. In a pre-election commitment the Andrews
government made a commitment to finalising development of the adaptive harvest model for
duck hunting. My question is: can the minister outline the time line for the implementation of that
model so that we can move beyond the annual cycle of debate and uncertainty around Victoria’s
safe, sustainable and highly beneficial duck season towards a more scientific and less political
approach?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Resources) (16:44): Thank you, Mr Bourman, for your question, and
welcome back to the chamber. It is lovely to see you here. I get the feeling that ducks are going
to be a pretty popular topic in this term of government, and I appreciate your ongoing interest in
the recreational hunting industry and your support of that, so thank you very much for your
question. This government is committed to ensuring that any recreational hunting is sustainable.
We can achieve this through good research, habitat improvement and improving data collection
and analysis. I have not been in the gig all that long, but I have had some briefings on duck
hunting. I am certainly not professing to be an expert, but I have been consulted by experts in
recent days. In relation to the adaptive harvest model, what is good about this model is that
irrespective of whether you support duck shooting or you do not, most agree that the model would
be a more vigorous method of determining bag limits and other seasonal arrangements for duck
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hunting. It is a scientific model that for this purpose has been under development in Victoria since
2010, so I can understand the reason for your question—wanting to know about the deadline.
We are committed to finalising the development of this model by 2020. The final design of the
model will be subject to consultation with an expert panel, and it is my duty to appoint that expert
panel early in the new year.
TAFE FUNDING
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (16:46): Thank you, President, and congratulations.
My question is for the Minister for Training and Skills, the Honourable Gayle Tierney. Minister,
Victoria’s TAFE system is the lifeblood of vocational training and education, particularly in
regional cities and towns right across Victoria. In this government’s first term TAFE was brought
back to life after the previous Liberal government tried to kill it. Minister, going forward, what
will this government do to ensure all Victorians have access to first-class TAFE infrastructure to
get the skills that lead to a job?
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (16:46): Thank you, President, and I also wish to offer my congratulations for your
election that was held earlier today. I am sure that you will guide this house in the most appropriate
way, and with a bit of luck we might have a little bit of humour along the way. I also wish to
extend my congratulations to every single member who has been returned, and of course to the
new members. I can remember what it was like in 2006 when I joined the house. You are
confronted with a lot of information. It does take some time, but I am sure all of you will be able
to settle in and get to represent the people that have elected you in the best possible way.
Turning to the question asked by Mr Elasmar, this is a question that deals with the infrastructure
of TAFE, but he also in his question reminded us of how TAFE was on its knees when Labor
won government in 2014. We went to that election promising to rebuild TAFE after campuses
were closed, after funding was shut down and after courses were completely taken off the course
list. We had a situation where the lights were ready to be turned off in our TAFE system.
We have rebuilt TAFE, we have stabilised TAFE and we are making sure that the courses that
are being offered are aligned more closely to the jobs that are needed in this economy and the
jobs that are being created by this government.
In relation to infrastructure, we have done an enormous amount, but you only have to look at the
recent budget—the May budget this year—in which $120 million was allocated for three regional
TAFEs. A brand-new campus will be built in Sale. A brand-new facility will be built in Morwell.
Ms Shing interjected.
Ms TIERNEY: Ms Shing absolutely knows all about this. And of course there was nearly
$60 million allocated to Bendigo Kangan Institute—Bendigo’s CBD campus. In addition to that,
we have made sure that the build will continue and the rebuild of TAFE will continue. We made
an announcement during the election campaign that we would establish a brand-new
infrastructure fund—$220 million. We have already indicated that some of that money will go to
the rebuild of the Collingwood campus of Melbourne Polytechnic. We also have indicated a
massive commitment to the Frankston campus of Chisholm Institute. Warrnambool also will be
successful in gaining money. South West TAFE will gain money to build a new library and
learning hub, which is exciting news, but also the Seymour campus of GOTAFE will have money
allocated to it for its aged-care and nursing students.
So there is so much that we are doing in the TAFE sector. It is not just making sure that we have
a solid infrastructure build; we are making sure that we have got state-of-the-art facilities and
learning environments so that our people right across Victoria can learn in proper facilities. That
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is in addition to free TAFE for 50 courses, which starts on 1 January—our commitment to making
sure that TAFE is accessible to all. We are taking away the financial barrier that is currently there
to ensure that more people can do the training that leads to the jobs that we need in our economy,
and that is within the framework of Skills First.
PILL TESTING
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (16:51): Thank you, President, and congratulations to
you, President, on your appointment, and so too congratulations to the Minister for Health on her
appointment, to whom I would like to direct this question. We are once again approaching the
summer music festival season without a pill-testing service in our state. In New South Wales,
where there have already been three deaths and multiple hospitalisations in the past few months
as a result of overdoses at festivals, the government has suggested shutting down festivals and
setting up an expert panel to make festivals safer but has refused to listen to the evidence and trial
pill testing in the state. A poll released today demonstrates majority support in the Australian
community for pill testing. Given that we know that pill testing reduces drug use, prevents
overdoses and can save lives, will this government commit to saving young people’s lives this
summer and introduce a pill-testing trial at music festivals?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:51): I thank the member for her question. I point out at the outset that drug and
alcohol matters do fall within the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Mental Health, but I
do represent him in this chamber so I am very happy to assist the member with her question on
that basis.
We talked about this issue in the previous Parliament as well. Of course I do want to say at the
outset that every death to drugs is a terrible tragedy, and my condolences go to the families of the
young people who recently overdosed at the Defqon.1 festival in Penrith. The issue of drug
consumption we all know is a complex issue that requires many approaches in our community.
We have increased funding to our suite of harm minimisation responses to tackle the issue of drug
taking in our community. In the budget this year, in 2018–19, the government will invest a record
$259.8 million in drug services, representing an increase in investment of 43 per cent over the
past four budgets.
The member would be well aware that one of the first priorities of the government in its first term
was the development of an Ice Action Plan, and that was led by Minister Foley. We rolled out, as
part of that, a $184 million commitment, and Minister Foley announced in late October a further
$87 million for our Drug Rehabilitation Plan. We have had a further $12 million dedicated
specifically to preventing overdose, and of course our government is committed to the medically
supervised injecting room in North Richmond, which I think the community broadly—
particularly in the Richmond electorate, but broadly in our state—sent a very strong message on
at this most recent state election.
The issue of young people who experiment with drugs at festivals and parties is an important one.
As a government we will continue to invest in the DanceWize program provided by Harm
Reduction Victoria. This program involves peer education for young people attending dance
parties, festivals and nightclubs to provide trusted, friendly and non-judgemental advice to young
people considering using pills. These peer education hosts provide chill-out spaces at festivals to
provide a safe place for young people to access advice about safer drug use and health resources.
We have given $500 000-a-year funding to establish six peer supports at key hotspots around the
state to prevent overdose deaths from dangerous drug consumption.
What I can say to the member in the time that I have available to me is that we are also investing
in a range of other key harm reduction activities. Time probably will not permit me to go into
those in detail, but I do want to say to the member and assure her and the house that our priority
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in tackling drug and alcohol consumption in our community will always be to ensure safety and
to minimise harm. We have previously said as a government that we will not commit to pill
testing, and that has not changed.
Of course Minister Foley is the responsible minister in relation to these matters. I would
encourage the member to take up this issue directly with him if she has something further she
wants to add on this matter. But I do add that Victoria Police has raised concerns with the
government about the efficacy of pill testing. We take expert advice from the police, who are on
the front line about these matters, and that is why we have taken the position that we have.
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (16:55): Thank you, Minister. I appreciate some of
the efforts that the government has gone to, but the commitment to harm reduction requires that
we do more now. Young people’s lives are at stake and are at absolute risk in the immediate
future. I note that this government has previously been willing to change its mind on drug laws
and policy in light of evidence and expert opinion. The Premier has repeatedly embraced the
supervised injecting centre as a sensible approach to drug policy, saying:
To stubbornly continue with a policy that’s just not working, then that’s the wrong thing to do when there is an
alternative, one that can save lives.

That is his quote. Minister, will the government take its own advice on drug policy in relation to
its continued opposition to pill testing?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:56): I thank the member for her supplementary question. Effectively she has
reiterated in her supplementary question her substantive question, expressing her view in relation
to this matter. I have already indicated to the house the government’s policy in relation to this,
that our position has not changed in relation to this matter and that we are guided by the expert
advice of Victoria Police, who have raised concerns around the efficacy of pill testing. It is
important that we not give people false hope about these matters, because this is a potentially very
risky situation. The member is absolutely right: we want to save lives. That is why we have in
place the range of harm minimisation measures that I already indicated in my substantive
response. I am sure Minister Foley can provide even more detail around the full breadth of harm
minimisation strategies that he has funded through his portfolio. It is important that we do place
people’s safety as the absolute priority, and that is what we believe we are doing.
PHILLIP ISLAND HEALTH SERVICES
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (16:57): If it is impudent to congratulate you a second time,
President, then consider me to have committed that sin. My question is for the newly minted
Minister for Health. Congratulations on your appointment, Minister. Can the minister please
update the house as to what action the Andrews Labor government has taken to deliver on the
election commitment to make sure that Phillip Island locals and also the holidaymakers who come
to this part of the world can get the treatment that they deserve around the clock this summer
during the peak holiday period?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance
Services) (16:58): Thank you very much to Ms Shing for that question. She has been a terrific
local member in advocating for the needs of her community both in Phillip Island and across
Eastern Victoria Region. What I can say to her and to the house is that, as I indicated earlier, I am
absolutely committed to getting on with the task of delivering on all of our election commitments.
We are not wasting a single day.
I am so pleased to advise the house that during the recent election campaign Labor committed to
taking immediate action upon our re-election to ensure that the Phillip Island community have
access to medical care 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from the peak holiday period, and that
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is exactly what we are doing. So I am pleased to advise that from Christmas Eve there will be a
free service available from the Phillip Island Health Hub so that residents and holidaymakers alike
will be able to get the care that they need when they need it, any time of the day or night. The
health hub will be staffed by a doctor and nurse 24/7 for that period. When people get sick or
injured in the middle of the night, or when something is not quite right with a child, they will be
able to go to this health hub and get the support that they need. The reason we made that
commitment was that we listened to the needs of that local community. We heard what that
community were asking for. We were prepared to make that commitment, and we have not
wasted a single day in delivering that commitment. It is fantastic that it will be up and running in
a matter of just a few days.
This is an important commitment, but we are doing more than that. We are going further than
that. We are also putting in place upgrades at the health hub so that there will be a wider range of
services available for urgent medical care from next year. As part of these works the health hub
will be fitted with purpose-built cubicles to ensure patient privacy, washbasins for patient safety
and upgrades to allow doctors and nurses to administer vital medications. The most important
thing about this is that this is the first step in delivering a new community hospital on the island
by 2024. It is part of a very important commitment that we made to ensure that different parts of
the state will get the benefit of 10 new community hospitals—a very extensive election
commitment to ensure that our communities all have access. When that community hospital is up
and running we will provide pharmacy services, dialysis, diagnostic imaging, pathology, public
dental services, maternal and child health services and family violence support services to the
local community. I will of course be looking forward to giving the house progress reports about
this particular project.
This comes on top of other investments that we have made. Jill Hennessy, my predecessor, visited
Phillip Island earlier this year and actually opened this state-of-the-art Phillip Island Health Hub.
We committed in the budget this year to upgrade the Wonthaggi Hospital to provide acute
services to residents both in Phillip Island and in the surrounding region. Of course people
attending the Phillip Island Health Hub will also be able to access advice and assistance through
telehealth from the emergency department in Wonthaggi. By being located in the Phillip Island
Health Hub they will be able to get that additional support as well.
All of these projects together—what we have delivered, what we are delivering on Christmas Eve
and what is to come in the future in terms of the new community hospital—are ensuring that the
people of Phillip Island, both the locals there and also visiting holidaymakers, will get the best
possible local health care. The people of Phillip Island know that it is only Labor that delivers the
investment that is necessary to give them the services that they need to ensure that they have the
best possible health outcomes.
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (17:02): That ends questions without notice. I thank Minister Mikakos for
offering a written response as per the standing orders to Ms Crozier’s substantive and
supplementary questions.
Constituency questions
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (17:02): My constituency
question today is for the Leader of the Government representing the Premier as it relates to the
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre and community concerns about this valued centre in
pursuing an elitist agenda to the detriment of the community it is intended to serve. I draw the
minister’s attention to popular amenities at MSAC, like the surf simulator and the sprung-timber
floored exercise room, which have been replaced by unused facilities that are not getting used
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because they are not aimed at the community. The hydrotherapy pool is often unavailable. Prices
are regarded as excessive by many who have contacted my office. I therefore ask the minister to
ensure that a minister with portfolio responsibilities compatible with MSAC’s statutory purposes
is given responsibility for the administration of this centre. It is more than a statewide facility; it
actually has local responsibilities. It needs to be somebody who has those responsibilities at heart.
Ms Shing: On a point of order/clarification, that sounded more to my mind like an adjournment
matter—as in an action item seeking a particular outcome from the minister—rather than a
straight-out constituency question. I am not sure whether Mr Davis editorialised the phrasing of
that question in a way that then created some confusion.
Mr DAVIS: No, it—
The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis, I will give you the call. I would like to respond to Ms Shing’s
point of order. I actually do agree that it should have been in the form of a question rather than an
action, and I am happy for Mr Davis to rephrase. I just want to say that what I really dislike are
points of clarification and all that stuff. I really like points of order, but we do not want any points
of anything else. Mr Davis, do you have a further point of order?
Mr DAVIS: President, my point was to ask: would the minister, meaning the Premier in this
case, allocate responsibilities with a different focus? It was a very clear question, and the answer
is ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ or ‘Maybe’ or ‘I’ll take it on advisement, if the Premier chooses to answer it’.
That is actually what I asked.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I accept that that is a question.
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (17:05): My question is to the Minister for Housing.
As we head into the festive season, hundreds of Victorians will face this time living on the streets.
Last month Specialist Homelessness Services’ annual report revealed a massive increase in
homelessness for women escaping domestic violence. It is widely acknowledged that the key to
solving the homelessness crisis is to actually build more housing. So far the government has only
committed to a completely inadequate 1000 new housing units over three years, while its
abhorrent program of selling public housing to private developers remains shrouded in secrecy. I
wish to ask the minister: has he signed contracts for the sale of the public housing estates in
Northern Metropolitan Region as part of the public housing renewal project, and when will he
reveal the plans for these estates to the public?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (17:06): Thank you, President. I also join other members
in congratulating you on your elevation to the role of President. I am sure that you will do a good
job, indeed if not even better. My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads. For what
seems like decades for residents of Melbourne’s north-western suburbs, work on the Tullamarine
Freeway goes on unabated. Anyone using the Tulla after dark loathes the 40-kilometre-per-hour
speed limit that seems mandatory after 9.00 p.m. We all know that sinking feeling when
confronted by a flashing electronic sign telling us the freeway is closed yet again. These works
have been going on for years. The Pyramids did not take this long to build. The patience of my
constituents has run out. Can the minister tell us when all motorists can travel on the Tullamarine
Freeway without being impeded by roadworks?
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (17:07): My constituency question is for the Minister for
Tourism, Sport and Major Events. The redevelopment of the Shepparton Sports Stadium is a
project that I have advocated for for many years. Greater Shepparton City Council has fully costed
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the project, which will see the stadium transform into an elite facility known as the Shepparton
Sports and Events Centre at $37 million. The project will see the construction of three new
netball-basketball multi-use courts, including a show court with a 3000-seat retractable
grandstand; new wet area amenities; an administration hub; and a car park. Prior to the election,
the Liberals pledged to contribute $15.5 million, being the state’s contribution to the project if
they were elected. The redevelopment will also provide an economic boon to the local economy
by supporting 169 local jobs during construction and generating an additional $12.3 million per
annum upon completion. Will the minister provide a commitment to match the Liberals’ pledge
of $15.5 million towards the redevelopment of the Shepparton Sports Stadium into a first-class
sports and events centre?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (17:08): Thank you, President, and I too congratulate you on
your role. My constituency question is for the Minister for Solar Homes, Minister D’Ambrosio
in the other place. My constituent, a Gippsland business owner, is experiencing a sharp decline
in sales, with scores of potential customers postponing the purchasing and the installation of solar
batteries with the anticipation that they may be eligible for the government’s solar homes scheme.
Waiting in limbo and holding and paying for large quantities of preordered stock is causing a
great strain on this businessman’s profitability. The government’s September media release and
the website indicate that the battery program will be available in growth areas, but this is a vague
description. My constituent raises questions such as the introduction date and the location and
eligibility of businesses and Gippsland people. So I ask: when will government provide full
details on the program, including if Gippsland householders and businesses will be eligible?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (17:09): Thank you for the call, President, and I
congratulate you on your appointment as the President of the Council. I raise a constituency
question for Minister Jennings, in the absence of clarity of ministerial responsibility, and I thank
Mr Jennings for that. It relates to the ongoing financial viability of the 4Cs in Pakenham.
Originally established by the four Christian churches, hence its name, over 20 years ago, the 4Cs
helps thousands of struggling families every year throughout the Cardinia shire. For the first time
in years it has had to abandon its Christmas hamper drive due to a lack of funds and due to a
scarcity of resources. The previous member for Bass made a commitment of $200 000 to the 4Cs
over four years if elected. Unfortunately that has not occurred—unfortunately from my
perspective. I would call on the Andrews government to match that financial support. My
constituency question is: will the government meet with 4Cs and work with them to find a
financial solution to their current financial problems?
Petitions
Following petition presented to house:
MELBOURNE SPORTS AND AQUATIC CENTRE
To the Legislative Council of Victoria;
The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the serious
issue of the MELBOURNE SPORTS AND AQUATIC CENTRE (MSAC) in Albert Park, which was funded
from the “Community Fund” (gaming taxes) and Port Phillip City Council for “sporting, education, recreational,
social, entertainment and related purposes”, pursuing an elitist agenda to the detriment of the community it was
intended to serve.
Popular amenities at MSAC (like the surf simulator and the sprung-timber floored group exercise room) have
been replaced by unused facilities for elite athletes; the hydrotherapy pool is often unavailable; prices are
excessive; and the cost of car parking causes patrons to park out local streets.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council calls on the Premier to:
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1.

Give responsibility for administration of the State Sport Centres Trust Act 1994 to a Minister with portfolio
responsibilities compatible with MSAC’s statutory purposes, instead of the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events; and

2.

Through the Minister, direct the State Sport Centres Trust to give effect to MSAC’s statutory purposes and
abandon its focus on professional and elite athletes in its management of MSAC.
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By Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (575 signatures).
Laid on table.
Bills
STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (17:11): I move to
introduce a bill for an act to revise the statute law of Victoria, and I move:
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Mr JENNINGS: I move:
That the second reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
COUNTY COURT OF VICTORIA
Report 2016–17
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (17:12): I present, by command of the Governor, the report of the County Court of
Victoria for the year 2016–17. I move:
That the report do lie on the table.

Motion agreed to.
JUDICIAL COLLEGE OF VICTORIA
Report 2017–18
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (17:13): By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the Judicial College of Victoria report 2017–18.

Motion agreed to.
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OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Report 2017–18
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (17:13): By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the report of the Office of the Public Advocate 2017–18.

Motion agreed to.
VICTORIA LAW FOUNDATION
Report 2017–18
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (17:13): By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the Victoria Law Foundation report 2017–18.

Motion agreed to.
VISIT VICTORIA
Report 2017–18
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister
for Small Business) (17:14): By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the Visit Victoria Ltd report 2017–18.

In doing so, President, I congratulate you on your elevation to the high office of President.
Motion agreed to.
Committees
ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Environment Protection Amendment (Banning Plastic Bags, Packaging and
Microbeads) Bill 2016
The Deputy Clerk: Pursuant to standing order 23.30, I lay on the table a copy of the
government response to the Environment and Planning Committee’s inquiry into the
Environment Protection Amendment (Banning Plastic Bags, Packaging and Microbeads)
Bill 2016.
Papers
OMBUDSMAN
Investigation into Allegations of Improper Conduct by Officers at Goulburn Murray Water
The Deputy Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the
table a copy of the Ombudsman’s report titled Investigation into Allegations of Improper Conduct
by Officers at Goulburn Murray Water: October 2018.
Investigation into the Imprisonment of a Woman Found Unfit to Stand Trial
The Deputy Clerk: Pursuant to section 25AA(4)(c) of the Ombudsman Act 1973, I lay on the
table a copy of the Ombudsman’s report titled Investigation into the Imprisonment of a Woman
Found Unfit to Stand Trial: October 2018.
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VICTORIAN INSPECTORATE
Special Report: Welfare of Witnesses in IBAC Investigations
The Deputy Clerk: Pursuant to section 87(17)(c) of the Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011, I lay
on the table a copy of the Special Report: Welfare of Witnesses in IBAC investigations—
October 2018.
AUDITOR-GENERAL
Auditor-General’s Report on the Annual Financial Report of the State of Victoria: 2017–18
The Deputy Clerk: Pursuant to section 16AB(5)(c) of the Audit Act 1994, I lay on the table
a copy of the Auditor-General’s Report on the Annual Financial Report of the State of Victoria:
2017–18—October 2018.
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Adult Parole Board of Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Alpine Health—Report, 2017–18.
Ambulance Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Architects Registration Board of Victoria—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Auditor-General’s Report on Results of 2017–18 Audits: Local Government, December 2018 (Ordered to be
published).
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency—Report, 2017–18.
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Barwon Health—Report, 2017–18.
Beaufort and Skipton Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Beechworth Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Boort District Health—Report, 2017–18.
Calvary Health Care Bethlehem Ltd—Report, 2017–18.
Castlemaine Health—Report, 2017–18.
Central Gippsland Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Climate Change Act 2017—Victorian Greenhouse Gas Emissions Report, 2018, pursuant to section 52 of the Act.
Cobram District Health—Report, 2017–18.
Colac Area Health—Report, 2017–18.
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Coroners Court of Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Corryong Health—Report, 2017–18.
Country Fire Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Court Services Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Development Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Disability Services Commissioner—Report, 2017–18.
Duties Act 2000—Treasurer’s reports of—
Exemptions and refunds arising out of corporate consolidations for 2017–18.
Exemptions and refunds arising out of corporate reconstructions for 2017–18.
Foreign purchaser additional duty exemptions for 1 January 2018 to 30 June 2018.
EastLink Project Act 2004—EastLink Fourth Amending Deed, 23 October 2018.
East Wimmera Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources Department—Report, 2017–18.
Edenhope and District Memorial Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
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Emerald Tourist Railway Board—Report, 2017–18.
Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Energy Safe Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Environment Protection Act 1970—
Order in Council of 23 October 2018 for the State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
Order in Council of 2 October 2018 varying the Waste Management Policy (Solid Fuel Heating).
Environment Protection Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Fed Square Pty Ltd—Report, 2017–18.
Fisheries Act 1995—Report on the Disbursement of Recreational Fishing Licence Revenue from the
Recreational Fishing Licence Trust Account, 2017–18.
Game Management Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Gippsland Southern Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area Industry Development Committee—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Greyhound Racing Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Health and Human Services Department—Report, 2017–18.
Hepburn Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Heritage Council of Victoria—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Heywood Rural Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Inglewood and Districts Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984—Notices pursuant to—
Section 32(3) in relation to—
Statutory Rule No. 149.
State Environment Protection Policy (Waters).
Waste Management Policy (Solid Fuel Heating).
Section 32(4) in relation to—
Dangerous Goods (Explosives) Regulations 2011, Dangerous Goods (Storage and Handling)
Regulations 2012, Dangerous Goods (Transport by Road or Rail) Regulations 2008 and Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations 2017.
Judicial College of Victoria—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Judicial Commission of Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Kerang District Health—Report, 2017–18.
Kooweerup Regional Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Kyabram District Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Kyneton District Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986—Certification pursuant to section 7(1)(c) of the Act to not require
the service of a notice of intention to acquire an interest in land.
Land Tax Act 2005—Treasurer’s report of land tax absentee owner surcharge exemptions for 2017–18.
Latrobe Regional Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998—Report pursuant to section 148R by the Chief Commissioner of Victoria
Police, 2017–18.
Lorne Community Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Maldon Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Mallee Track Health and Community Service—Report, 2017–18.
Mansfield District Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Melbourne City Link Act 1995—Deeds of Leases in relation to the Western Link Upgrade pursuant to
section 60(9) of the Act.
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust—Report, 2017–18.
Melbourne Market Authority—Report, 2017–18.
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Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978—Cumulative Summary of Returns as at 30 September
2018 (Ordered to be published).
Mental Health Act 2014—Report, 2017–18 on Victoria’s Mental Health Services, pursuant to section 118
of the Act.
Mental Health Complaints Commissioner—Report, 2017–18.
Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board—Report, 2017–18.
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group—Report, 2017–18.
Moyne Health Services—Report, 2017–18.
Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Development Committee—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Nathalia District Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
National Health Funding Pool – Victoria State Pool Account—Report, 2017–18.
National Health Practitioner Ombudsman and Privacy Commissioner—Report, 2017–18.
Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator—Report, 2017–18.
Office of Public Prosecutions—Report, 2017–18.
Omeo District Health—Report, 2017–18.
Parks Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003—Government response to the—
Environment, Natural Resources and Regional Development Committee’s Inquiry into the Management,
Governance and Use of Environmental Water.
Family and Community Development Committee’s Inquiry into Perinatal Services.
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning schemes—
Alpine Resorts, Colac Otway, Corangamite, Glenelg, Moyne, Queenscliffe, Southern Grampians and
Warrnambool Planning Schemes—Amendment GC113.
Banyule Planning Scheme—Amendments C116 and C123.
Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, French Island and Sandstone Island, Latrobe, South Gippsland,
Wellington Planning Schemes—Amendment GC111.
Baw Baw Planning Scheme—Amendments C113 and C130.
Benalla Planning Scheme—Amendment C36.
Brimbank, Casey, Cardinia, Glen Eira, Greater Dandenong, Hume, Kingston, Maribyrnong, Melton,
Monash, Stonnington, Whittlesea and Yarra Planning Schemes—Amendment GC96.
Brimbank, Greater Bendigo, Greater Dandenong, Hobsons Bay, Kingston, Whittlesea and Wyndham
Planning Schemes—Amendment GC110.
Boroondara Planning Scheme—Amendments C268 (Part 1), C283, C300, C301 and C302.
Brimbank Planning Scheme—Amendment C188 (Part 1).
Buloke Planning Scheme—Amendment C36.
Cardinia, Casey, Greater Dandenong, Monash and Stonnington Planning Schemes—Amendment GC103.
Campaspe Planning Scheme—Amendment C110.
Cardinia Planning Scheme—Amendment C243.
Casey, Murrindindi, Swan Hill, Wangaratta and Whittlesea Planning Schemes—Amendment GC100.
Casey Planning Scheme—Amendment C232.
Darebin Planning Scheme—Amendments C164 and C165.
East Gippsland Planning Scheme—Amendments C139 and C147.
Frankston Planning Scheme—Amendment C111.
Golden Plains Planning Scheme—Amendment C75 (Part 1).
Glen Eira Planning Scheme—Amendment C149.
Glenelg Planning Scheme—Amendment C92.
Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme—Amendment C234.
Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme—Amendment C208.
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme—Amendments C343, C359 (Part 1), C378 and C385.
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Greater Shepparton Planning Scheme—Amendment C204.
Hepburn Planning Scheme—Amendment C72.
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme—Amendments C88, C112 and C122.
Horsham Planning Scheme—Amendment C75.
Hume Planning Scheme—Amendments C217, C218, C221, C224, C229 and C232.
Kingston Planning Scheme—Amendment C176.
Knox Planning Scheme—Amendments C142, C160 and C165.
Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendments C104, C111 and C112.
Maribyrnong Planning Scheme—Amendments C151 and C152.
Maroondah Planning Scheme—Amendments C96, C97, C104 and C117.
Melbourne and Port Phillip Planning Schemes—Amendment GC81.
Melbourne Planning Scheme—Amendments C301, C304, C327, C341, C345 and C346.
Melton Planning Scheme—Amendments C171 and C191.
Mildura Planning Scheme—Amendment C100 (Part 1).
Mitchell Planning Scheme—Amendment C117 (Part 2).
Mitchell and Whittlesea Planning Schemes—Amendment GC108.
Monash Planning Scheme—Amendments C140, C144 and C147.
Moonee Valley Planning Scheme—Amendments C148, C186, C196, C197, C198 and C199.
Moorabool Planning Scheme—Amendments C79 and C81.
Moreland Planning Scheme—Amendments C160 and C175.
Mornington Peninsula Planning Scheme—Amendment C250.
Mount Alexander Planning Scheme—Amendments C84, C85 and C86.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme—Amendments C122, C149 and C151.
Pyrenees Planning Scheme—Amendment C43.
Southern Grampians Planning Scheme—Amendment C36.
Stonnington Planning Scheme—Amendments C223, C270, C277 and C284.
Victorian Planning Provisions—Amendments VC147, VC149, VC150, VC152, VC153, VC154 and VC155.
Wellington Planning Scheme—Amendment C104.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme—Amendment C194.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme—Amendments C113, C212, C221 and C231.
Wyndham Planning Scheme—Amendment C222.
Yarra Planning Scheme—Amendments C188, C232, C236, C244, C248, C249 and C250.
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendments C142, C169, C179 and C180.
Post Sentence Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Professional Standards Council of Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Queen Elizabeth Centre—Report, 2017–18.
Regional Development Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Royal Children’s Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Rural Northwest Health—Report, 2017–18.
Sentencing Advisory Council—Report, 2017–18.
South Gippsland Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
State Sport Centres Trust—Report, 2017–18.
State Trustees Limited—Report, 2017–18.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
Building Act 1993—Nos. 149 and 180.
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—Nos. 147 and 185.
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Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—Criminal Procedure Act 2009—No. 186.
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005—Family Violence Protection Act 2008—No. 169.
County Court Act 1958—Nos. 170 and 172.
Crimes (Controlled Operations) Act 2004—No. 160.
Dangerous Goods Act 1985—No. 155.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981—No. 178.
Environment Protection Act 1970—No. 146.
Family Violence Protection Act 2008—Nos. 136 and 161.
Gas Safety Act 1997—Nos. 140 and 141.
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013—No. 165.
Labour Hire Licensing Act 2018—No. 179.
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998—No. 153.
Livestock Disease Control Act 1994—No. 171.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—Nos. 151, 158, 159 and 167.
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989—Family Violence Protection Act 2008—No. 182.
Major Crime (Investigative Powers) Act 2004—No. 173.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Act 1958—No. 163.
National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Act 2018—No. 138.
Oaths and Affirmations Act 2018—No. 152.
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004—No. 176.
Owners Corporations Act 2006—No. 154.
Planning and Environment Act 1987—No. 156.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986—No. 144.
Public Administration Act 2004—No. 143.
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008—No. 148.
Public Interest Monitor Act 2011—No. 184.
Retirement Villages Act 1986—No. 188.
Road Safety Act 1986—No. 181.
Sentencing Act 1991—No. 162.
Service Victoria Act 2018—No. 192.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Nos. 137, 139 and 191.
Supreme Court Act 1986—Nos. 135 and 168.
Surveillance Devices Act 1999—No. 174.
Survey Co-ordination Act 1958—No. 190.
Surveying Act 2004—No. 189.
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003—No. 183.
Transport Accident Act 1986—No. 177.
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983—Nos. 150 and 157.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998—No. 187.
Victorian Energy Efficiency Target Act 2007—Nos. 145 and 175.
Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017—No. 142.
Wildlife Act 1975—No. 164.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—
Documents under section 15 in relation to Orders under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004
approving the—
Managing asbestos in workplaces compliance code.
Prevention of falls in general construction compliance code.
Prevention of falls in housing construction compliance code.
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Removing asbestos in workplaces compliance code.
Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 117, 122 to 129, 136, 138 to 144, 146 to 174,
176 to 192.
Legislative instruments and related documents under section 16B in respect of—
Amendment of 14 July 2018 of the Code of Practice for the Operation of Pet Shops under the Domestic
Animals Act 1994.
Child Safe Standards of 2 October 2018 under the Child Wellbeing and Safety Act 2005.
Electricity Safety Act 1998—Orders under section 120W to exempt—
AusNet Electricity Services Pty Ltd from complying with section 120M, dated 23 October 2018
and 30 October 2018.
Powercor Australia Limited from complying with section 120M, dated 30 October 2018.
Declaration of 25 September 2018 of the dingo to be unprotected wildlife in certain areas of Victoria
under the Wildlife Act 1975.
Family Violence Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework of 17 September 2018 under
the Family Violence Protection Act 2008.
Identity Verification Standards 2018 of 11 October 2018 under the Service Victoria Act 2018.
Meat Industry Act 1993—
Determining categories and fixing fees for game meat processing facility licences, 16 October 2018.
Fixing fees for approval of game meat field harvesters, 16 October 2018.
Ministerial Direction of 10 September 2018 for self-exclusion programs under the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003.
Ministerial Order of 2 October 2018 amending the declaration of the feral or wild population of the cat
as an established pest animal on specified crown land under the Catchment and Land Protection
Act 1994.
Minister’s Notice of 22 October 2018—Greater Geelong City Council—Mayoral and Deputy
Mayoral Allowances—Alteration under the City of Greater Geelong Act 1993.
Minister’s Notice of 22 October 2018—Melbourne City Council—Lord Mayoral, Deputy Lord
Mayoral and Councillor Allowances—Alteration under the City of Melbourne Act 2001.
Practitioner Remuneration Order, Including Amendments commencing 1 January 2019 under the
Legal Profession Uniform Law Application Act 2014.
Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria—Minister’s report of receipt of 2017–18 report.
Sustainability Victoria—Report, 2017–18.
Tallangatta Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Taxi Services Commission—Report, 2017–18.
Terang and Mortlake Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Trust for Nature (Victoria)—Report, 2017–18.
Tweddle Child and Family Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
V/Line Corporation—Report, 2017–18.
VicForests—Report, 2017–18.
Victoria Legal Aid—Report, 2017–18.
Victoria State Emergency Service Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Building Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Budget Update—2018–19.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001—Statement of amendment of the Government response
to the Victorian Environmental Assessment Council’s River Red Gum Forests Investigation, Final Report,
July 2008, pursuant to section 26(4) of the Act.
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission—Report, 2017–18 (Ordered to be published).
Victorian Fisheries Authority—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation—Report, 2017–18.
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Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Law Reform Commission—Report, 2017–18 (Ordered to be published).
Victorian Multicultural Commission—Report, 2017–18.
Victorian Plantations Corporation—Report, 2017–18.
VITS LanguageLoop—Report, 2017–18.
Western District Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
West Gippsland Healthcare Group—Report, 2017–18.
Witness Protection Act 1991—Report pursuant to section 20R by Victoria Police, 2017–18.
Yarram and District Health Service—Report, 2017–18.
Yarrawonga Health—Report, 2017–18.
Yea and District Memorial Hospital—Report, 2017–18.
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board—Report, 2017–18.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates in respect of the following acts:
Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Act 2018—
Sections 46 to 49, 54, 61 to 64 and Part 6 (except section 85)—15 October 2018 (Gazette No. S466,
10 October 2018).
Emergency Management Legislation Amendment Act 2018—Sections 84 to 88 and 90—17 October 2018
(Gazette No. S480, 16 October 2018).
Electricity Safety Amendment (Electrical Equipment Safety Scheme) Act 2018—Whole Act—1 April 2019
(Gazette No. S517, 30 October 2018).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Access to Justice) Act 2018—Part 2 and Divisions 1 to 3 of Part 10—
7 December 2018—Part 5—14 December 2018 (Gazette No. S497, 23 October 2018)—Division 4 of Part 6 and
Section 41—1 November 2018 (Gazette No.S517, 30 October 2018).
Justice Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Act 2018—Remaining provisions—30 November 2018 (Gazette
No. S497, 23 October 2018).
Justice Legislation Miscellaneous Amendment Act 2018—Part 2, Sections 8, 9, 11, 12 and 14, Divisions 2 and
3 of Part 4, Divisions 3 to 7 of Part 5, Part 6, Division 2 of Part 7 and Parts 8 to 13 of the Remaining provisions
of Part 14—28 October 2018—Remaining provisions of Part 3 and Divisions 1 and 2 of Part 5—3 March 2019
(Gazette No. S480, 16 October 2018).
Liquor and Gambling Legislation Amendment Act 2018—Remaining provisions—11 October 2018 (Gazette
No. S466, 10 October 2018).
Long Service Benefits Portability Act 2018—Parts 1, 5 and 8—1 November 2018 (Gazette No. S497,
23 October 2018).
Transport Legislation Amendment (Road Safety, Rail and Other Matters) Act 2017—Part 2.3—29 October 2018
(Gazette No. S480, 16 October 2018).
Victims and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2018—Parts 1, 4 and 5—29 October 2018—Part 6—
31 December 2018 (Gazette No. S480, 16 October 2018).

A proclamation of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council fixing an operative date in respect of the
following act:
Justice Legislation Amendment (Family Violence Protection and Other Matters) Act 2018—Part 8—3 October
2018 (Gazette No. S456, 2 October 2018).

Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, I note the large list of reports that have been tabled
today. Those who were here in the previous Parliament will remember that there were hundreds
of reports not tabled. There are 158 actual reports and many other papers. But leaving aside the
other papers, 158 reports were held back by the previous government. I think the house is owed
an explanation as to why they were held back. Why was the V/Line report not released? Why
was the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources report not
released? Why was the disability services commissioner report not released? These are matters
that the government ought to explain. They intended to hide these reports—they did hide the
reports—and now we need an explanation.
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Mr Gepp: On the point of order, President, there was no point of order from Mr Davis. It was
a rant about matters that took place in the 58th Parliament. This is the 59th Parliament. This is the
first day of sitting. I would suggest to the Chair that there is no point of order, and it should be
ruled out.
The PRESIDENT: I uphold the point raised by Mr Gepp. He might have been a bit
uncharitable about the rant, but there is no point of order. There is nothing under the standing
orders that deems how reports should be tabled in the fashion that Mr Davis has a concern about.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS ON REPORTS AND PAPERS
Notice given.
Announcements
RECEPTION OF PRESIDENT BY GOVERNOR
The PRESIDENT (17:32): I have to report that, accompanied by the members of the Council,
I presented myself to the Governor this day as the choice of the Council for their President, and
she was pleased to address me in the following terms:
I have pleasure in congratulating you on your election to the high and distinguished office of President of the
Legislative Council.
The able manner in which you have discharged the duties you have undertaken during your parliamentary career
is recognised by the members of the Legislative Council, who in their wisdom have selected you as their
President.
I have confidence that you will fulfil the duties of this important office and hold fast to its traditions and customs.

COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO MEMBERS
The PRESIDENT (17:33): I have to announce that I have received from the Governor a
commission to administer the oath or affirmation of allegiance to members.
Commission authorising the President to administer prescribed oath or affirmation of
allegiance to any member of the Legislative Council who has not already taken and
subscribed the same since his or her election to the Legislative Council read by the Clerk.
Business of the house
ADJOURNMENT
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (17:34): I move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 5 February 2019.

Motion agreed to.
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Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Membership
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (17:35): By leave,
I move:
That Mr Gepp, Mrs McArthur, Ms Patten and Ms Taylor be members of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee.

Motion agreed to.
Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
The PRESIDENT (17:36): I have to report that the Governor attended the house on this day
and was pleased to make a speech, of which, for greater accuracy, I have obtained a copy. As the
speech is printed, I take it that members do not desire that I read it to them.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (17:37): I move:
That the Council agree to the following address to the Governor in reply to the Governor’s opening speech:
May it please the Governor:
We, the Legislative Council of Victoria assembled in Parliament, express our loyalty to Australia and the people
of Victoria, and thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.
We declare that we will faithfully carry out the important duties entrusted to us by the people of Victoria, to
advance the best interests of all sections of the community.

I acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we meet, the Kulin
nation, and pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging.
I descend from a long line of strong women who have bestowed an expectation of outspokenness
and devotion to others. The ethos of giving without anticipation of reciprocity was deeply held,
built on the premise that there is an inherent circularity to human existence. This is not to suggest
or endorse martyrdom but rather sharing of one’s capacity in a meaningful way.
Some years back I volunteered in a legal capacity at the Women’s Legal Service, triaging victims
of domestic violence over the phone. This experience had a profound impact of instilling a deep
sense of gratitude for my late father’s respectful attitude towards women. He was decent and kind,
with a powerful intellect and irreverent humour. I fear, however, for the many children who are
exposed to unhealthy relationships, where dysfunction prevails over reason. There is no question
in my mind that the Victorian Labor government’s commitment to the establishment of the Royal
Commission into Family Violence and resultant recommendations, which are now well
underway, was simply the right thing to do, and represents a critical step towards improving safety
within Victorian homes.
Our legal system can be the great embodiment of justice, and it provides a necessary boundary
for the parameters of human interaction. However, in spite of the noblest efforts of legal
reformers, loopholes and other factors can work contra-equitable outcomes. I do not take the role
of member of the Legislative Council lightly. Whilst my legal training inspires a persisting faith
within me regarding the honourable objectives of the law, I respect the need for constant vigilance
with the review of legislation and a readiness to address deficiencies unveiled.
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Many wonderful teachers have supported and inspired my pathway to an interesting and varied
career, which has included teaching, briefly; the health sector; law; and most recently the union
movement, whilst serving the community as an elected councillor in local government. I believe
that every child should be entitled to a quality education, and not necessarily one which demands
intellectual excellence and the attainment of a university degree. The commitment to the
revitalisation of TAFE by the Victorian government is a testament to Labor’s dedication to a
cross-section of credible and accessible learning experiences. A healthy education system is
valued not only for the precursor to expanded vocational opportunities but equally for the gift of
an enriched living experience, including active participation in our democratic processes.
I do wish that my primary school education had incorporated a greater emphasis on Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander culture. My parents did encourage a deeper appreciation of the
Dreamtime and family trips to informative sites such as William Ricketts Sanctuary in the
Dandenongs. However, this does not replace a lived experience. As an adult my exposure to the
rich complexity of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nexus to land has been ameliorated
through law school, of all places, through case analysis in property law—namely, Mabo. I also
learned about the bigotry of early lawmakers through a critical evaluation of caste classifications
that were sadly once enforced. I am deeply sorry for the many transgressions of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander rights, including the forced removal of children from their parents. I am
very hopeful, however, that progression to treaty in Victoria will help to reconcile inequities
perpetuated since colonisation.
Part of respecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture, as I see it, includes taking good
care of the land and water systems. I am deeply concerned about the present trajectory of
dangerous increases to global temperature rise as outlined by the latest Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change report. I cannot fathom why we have come to accept such a low bar for the
quality of the air that we expose our children to, threats to food security, protracted bushfire
seasons and many other serious consequences of human-triggered climatic change. I am a strident
advocate for renewable energy, and I am incredibly proud of the Andrews Labor government’s
commitment to a cleaner energy future as well as a just transition for workers from high-carbon,
high-pollution industries.
I look forward to playing my part in resolving the many challenges to the sustainability of our
planet, including the heavy reliance on plastic packaging, emissions from vehicles, the destruction
of biodiversity and the need for a restoration of habitat. I am confident that we can surmount the
consequences of human excess and waste and that we have the necessary skills, policy framework
and resources to see these critical changes through.
My movement into politics has been an organic progression rather than a constructed path. I will
concede that I did harbour a desire to be a professional dancer throughout my childhood.
However, genetics ensured that I grew too tall for pas de deux by the age of 16. The high-risk
pursuit of an artistic career requires persistence, the ability to endure physical pain and the
profound and unshakeable pursuit of perfection. It follows that the arts remain close to my heart.
A well-supported arts community is one of the markers of a civilised society and a must for any
progressive government’s prioritisation.
I am deeply humbled by my election to Southern Metropolitan Region. It is a testament to the
extraordinary vision, conviction and successful implementation of policy by the Andrews Labor
government over the past four years. I am extremely proud to be joining this incredible team.
Southern Metropolitan Region boasts a wonderful multicultural constituency, which is part of the
reason why I love living in this area of Melbourne and have done so for many years. I should note
that as a former councillor of Glen Eira I will continue to have the honour of serving those
residents who are also part of our region, albeit in a different capacity.
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Now to some eclectic trivia about Southern Metropolitan Region from a bygone era. In 1873 the
first of three sea baths was opened at South Melbourne beach as open sea bathing was prohibited
in Victoria on the grounds of modesty. Caulfield was once a source of timber and a resting place
for cattle en route from Gippsland to Melbourne, owing to a number of natural springs and
swamps. Whilst predominantly affluent, a small pocket of the Malvern district of Tooronga was
offered by the Closer Settlement Board to buyers with limited income in 1913. During its
120 years the title of ‘Kew asylum’ went through a series of name changes, reflecting changing
attitudes to mental illness. The genesis of the term ‘asylum’ was apparently premised on it initially
being a place of detention rather than healing.
The abovementioned historical trivia highlights issues which are still equally relevant to
Victorians in the modern era: the evolution of societal attitudes to morality; the dramatic impact
of encroachment upon our native flora and fauna; the ever-present need for social and affordable
housing; and the frequently misunderstood realm of mental illness, where there is a clear and
identified need for a royal commission to ameliorate mental health care into the future.
Of course no pathway to Parliament happens without the incredible contribution of others. I
would therefore like to express my gratitude to many of those who have assisted me on this
journey, including my previous employer, the CPSU. Organisational work with the CPSU has
taught me the necessity to properly engage and consult with decent, hardworking Australians on
legislation which directly impacts the quality of their working lives. Everyone deserves to be safe
and respected at work, with fair and reasonable conditions.
To my CPSU colleagues, thank you for always being so supportive, ready and willing to assist
me and each other no matter how foreboding the weather or unsociable the hour. To Kat Hardy,
Mark Kettle and Mat Hilakari: you have all been incredibly supportive of me in my journey to
Parliament. Thank you. To Emily’s List: you do wonderful work for women. To the Honourable
Martin Foley, MP: thank you for consistently encouraging me to fight for good values––words
not taken lightly. To the former Deputy Premier of Victoria, John Thwaites: your uplifting attitude
to the pursuit of political ideals has given me the confidence to take risks and forge ahead.
I would like to thank all Labor candidates and returning members who ran in Southern
Metropolitan Region. I know that my election to the upper house has been greatly assisted by the
personal engagement of each one of you with voters in our region. Specifically I refer to Labor
candidates Marg D’Arcy for Kew, Oliver Squires for Malvern, Neil Pharaoh for Prahran, Sorina
Grasso for Caulfield, Declan Martin for Brighton and Anita Horvath for Sandringham. To newly
elected Labor members John Kennedy, MP, member for Hawthorn, and Will Fowles, MP,
member for Burwood: I look forward to working with you. To the returning members Martin
Foley, MP, Nick Staikos, MP, Steve Dimopoulos, MP, and Philip Dalidakis, MLC: I personally
witnessed the incredible commitment you each displayed to your local districts and region, and
although you did not anticipate the outstanding outcome from the election, I am pleased that your
hard work has been vindicated.
To Belinda Wilson: thank you for being eternally optimistic and always ready to assist throughout
the campaign. To all the volunteers who donated hours and hours of personal time, enduring
sunburn, wind tunnels, cold and hot concrete and pelting rain: your support is an inspiration to
me. Thanks to Stephen Morey for calculating and recalculating every single contingency
imaginable for my possible election to Southern Metropolitan Region. To my extended family
and friends: your kindness, generosity and warm wishes of support are much appreciated. To my
mother, Susan Taylor, for your incredible devotion to others and your candour and resilience in
the face of absolutely anything that life has thrown your way, and to my brother for triumphing
over all challenges and always praising me at every milestone, thank you. Finally, I dedicate this
inaugural speech to my late father, Robert William Taylor. May your memory live on in our
hearts. Thank you.
Members applauded.
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Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (17:53): President, I second the motion for the
address-in-reply to the Governor’s opening speech.
President, congratulations on your new role. I would like to begin by acknowledging the
traditional owners of the land on which we have gathered today. I pay my respects to their elders
past, present and emerging. I am honoured and humbled to be standing here today before my
friends and family who are in the chamber.
Today I stand before you the daughter of visionary parents. I have been the first in my
achievements here. I was the first woman to hold a ministerial advisory role in the Victorian
government. I am the first Indian-born MP to enter the Victorian Parliament. I am the first
Indian-born Hindu to enter any Parliament in Australia. Of course I owe this honour first and
foremost to the people of the Western Metropolitan Region, but I also owe it to my parents. My
father, Virjibhai Vaghela, grew up in poverty. His mother died when he was about six years old.
He began working as a shoe polisher at a very early age. He knew that if he wanted a better future
he must educate himself, and so he studied and eventually he joined the Indian Air Force and later
became a lawyer. He was poor when my mother, Yamunaben Gohil, married him. They had five
children—four daughters and then a son. I am the eldest.
I was born and raised in a small town called Jamnagar in the state of Gujarat in India. I have yet
to meet people who possess the qualities of intelligence, discipline, kindness, honesty and
generosity to the same degree as my parents. Their love and devotion to us, their children, was
overwhelming. We were filled with ideas of self-belief, resilience, hard work, equality, justice
and the belief that we were worthy and would achieve anything we put our minds to. Simply,
their mantra was: ‘Nothing is impossible for us’. They were united in the very strong, progressive
belief that educating their daughters would lead us to a life of independence and prosperity.
Growing up, we daughters were never made to feel inferior because of our gender. We were
allowed independence and freedom of self-expression. They sent us to private school and
university despite facing financial hardship for which they had to make many sacrifices in their
life. My sister and I were sent to live in St Xavier’s Ladies Hostel in the capital city of Gujarat,
Ahmedabad, where we stayed until we finished our undergraduate degrees. I completed my
bachelor of science at St Xavier’s College, where I was first in university in my subjects.
I met a man named Dinesh Chauhan when I was doing my first year of a master of science degree.
He proposed to me. I had stipulations that he would need to fulfil for me to consider his proposal.
One of my conditions was that he must let me continue my studies after marriage, and two, we
would go overseas for my further studies, which was a childhood aspiration of mine. I never
thought he would accept, but he did, and today I can tell you that he fulfilled all my conditions
and I have been married to him for 26 years. As I have been the beneficiary of the belief in gender
equality, my heart fills with joy when I see that our cabinet is comprised of 50 per cent women.
As our population is 50 per cent women, so must be our governance and our workforce.
After marriage I did complete my master’s degree and had a daughter, whom we named
Aishwarya. My ambition to study overseas did not subside after becoming a wife or a mother. I
came to Australia as an international student to study a master’s of applied science at RMIT in
1998. My husband, Dinesh Chauhan, also came with me on a spouse visa, and we left my
daughter, aged three and a half, in the care of my parents. We thought that my further studies
from a Western country would bring us more job opportunities in India, which would help us in
providing a good education to my daughter.
Initially life in Australia was very difficult for us. My studies included full days in the laboratory
from Monday to Friday and left me little time to do casual work as a waitress in the evenings. I
could not find a job in my field, as I either was overqualified or did not have local experience.
My husband worked odd hours as a taxidriver. Eventually I got a casual job working evening or
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night shifts as a laboratory assistant at the Northern Hospital. This was followed by an opportunity
to work as a medical scientist in the same hospital.
Once I finished my studies, we decided to stay in Australia. I applied for my permanent residency
in Australia. Soon after that I landed a full-time job as an anti-cancer researcher at Monash
University. I did this job for four and a half years, during which I also studied part time to try and
obtain my PhD. We bought a house, and my husband started his own small retail business in the
Dandenong Little India precinct. It seemed that we were finally settling into life in Australia.
Unfortunately life dealt us some blows. I became unwell. This affected my work and my studies.
While my husband’s business operated fine for a few years, businesses of Little India suffered
massive losses once major construction work began in the area and our buildings were
compulsorily acquired. We traders received no proper recourse or adequate assistance, and there
was not enough income coming from the shop. It was not enough for us to pay the bills and the
mortgage. My family’s hard-earned house was put onto the market. Many traders had to do the
same and some had to close their businesses. As I have faced these hardships, I know how it feels
to not have any money in the wallet. I have had groceries put back many times at the counter as I
could not pay for them.
While struggling to save our business in Little India, Dandenong, we did not know what to do or
who to speak with, but we knew that we were being treated unfairly and that we must fight for
our rights as traders. I took the lead in advocating for the Little India Traders Campaign for
Justice. This advocacy went on for a very long time. It is how I got involved with the Labor Party
and got involved with the Indian community here in Victoria.
I became involved with two organisations which are composed of South Asian members, one of
which is the South Asian Public Affairs Council, known as SAPAC, and the other is the
Subcontinent Friends of Labor, also known as SCFOL. I personally had never envisioned
becoming a politician. It was my long-term advocacy work that gradually led me down the path
of pursuing politics. I worked at a grassroots level for many years, and I worked as an adviser to
the then multicultural affairs minister, Robin Scott. I greatly enjoyed my time in that role, and it
gave me the opportunity to cross paths with people from all walks of life.
When we were fighting for Little India traders we realised the need for an Indian representative
in the Victorian Parliament who would truly understand our issues. We Indians form a sizeable
community in Victoria, and we felt that the need for our representation in Parliament is
imperative. I joined the Labor Party because I believed in the Labor Party and the Labor Party
believed in us.
Not only am I the first Indian-born to enter the Victorian Parliament, I am the first Indian-born
woman to enter the Victorian Parliament. This is something that I am extremely proud of. While
it is excellent that we are balancing appointments in favour of gender equality, we must also strive
to achieve an even more diverse and representative Parliament and cabinet. We must remember
that, other than the Indigenous Australians, we all are migrants to this country. This country was
built on immigration. Migrants, especially people of colour, should not have to accept racism and
intolerance as a fact of life in Australia. In Victoria we must celebrate multiculturalism and ensure
that people from all traditions are respected, welcomed and valued for their contributions. As
Mahatma Gandhi said, the true measure of any society can be found in how it treats its most
vulnerable members. It is important that we consider the disadvantaged and vulnerable in our
wider community, whether they be migrants, the elderly, women, refugees, LGBTQI or the
homeless. Food, shelter, health and education should be the basic right for all human beings.
Western Metropolitan Region is home to some of the most diverse suburbs on earth. People who
reside in the west believe that education for their children is paramount and know that Labor
invests in schools and education. They want good hospitals and good health care. They want
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congestion on the roads to be removed. Issues affecting Victorians in the west must not be
overlooked, such as inequality, congestion, cost of living, livability and housing. Over the last
four years the Andrews Labor government has built schools and hospitals and removed level
crossings across the west. We are building the airport rail link and the West Gate Tunnel. We
must ensure that schools and health services are available and that sporting grounds, roads and
public transport infrastructure are in place to cope with our rapidly expanding population in
the west.
The Labor Party’s core values of compassion, justice, equality and progressive policies resonate
with me, and it is in accordance with these Labor values that I intend to represent not only the
Western Metropolitan Region but of course all of Victoria.
Internationally I believe we must strengthen the relationship between Victoria and India, as I feel
it has not yet been fully explored. There is an enormous potential for trade and commerce between
these two economies that will benefit us both. Both Australia and India have wonderful attributes
in common—they are multicultural societies. We live alongside people of different faiths,
ethnicities and languages.
I am very proud of my Indian heritage. India is the birthplace of Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism
and Sikhism. With Indian heritage, I am aware of the distinct and unique cultures of all religions
and communities present in India. Of course I also honour the culture of Australia and my fellow
citizens. I am very grateful for every opportunity I have been offered here.
My election would not have been possible without the support and hard work of a lot of people.
Due to time constraints I will be unable to acknowledge each person who has played a role in my
life and also in my success, so I do apologise to them. I extend my gratitude to Minister Marlene
Kairouz, who managed my campaign and who has become a good friend. I would like to thank
Minister Robin Scott, who gave me the opportunity to work with him and has become my mentor.
I would like to also say thanks to Minister Adem Somyurek for providing me guidance, support
and utmost respect.
Thank you to my sister Kusum Vaghela, a lawyer who runs her own law firm in Melbourne; to
my brother-in-law, Siddharth Maitrak; and to my niece Vera. They have provided me ongoing
and invaluable support for many years.
Thank you to my in-laws, chiefly my mother-in-law, Maniben, and sister-in-law, Leelaben, for
their unwavering and loving support for the last 26 years. Thanks to my husband, who has
supported me in every step of my life and has always believed in me. Thank you to my daughter,
Aishwarya, the best daughter any parent could ask for.
I am very thankful to our dear friends Neeraj Nanda and Manoj Kumar, who introduced us to the
Labor Party. Through them I came to know Aloke Kumar and Akash Kumar, two brothers who
have become my strong pillars of support. Very rarely in life do you get friends who will stick by
you through thick and thin. The Kumar brothers are an example of those friends.
Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers and supporters for your help. Thank you to everyone
from the South Asian community who united on an unprecedented level in Victoria and rallied
around me during the election, especially the Gujarati community.
Thanks to Sepal Patel—I wish he was here in Melbourne today. I am thankful to my close friends
from Little India in Dandenong and also to friends from SAPAC and SCFOL. I want to express
appreciation for the earnest hard work done by our members in the Andrews Labor government,
especially my colleagues in Western Metropolitan Region.
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Most importantly, none of this would have been possible without the people of the western
suburbs. They believe in the vision that Daniel Andrews has for the Labor Party. I seek to uphold
that vision and serve them to the best of my ability.
Members applauded.
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18:14): May I congratulate you, President, on your
election to this very high office.
It is my great honour to speak on the address-in-reply to the Governor’s speech on this opening
day of the 59th Parliament. I love this country and this state, and I am here because I am
passionate about making a difference to public policy, especially for the benefit of those who
work hard and take responsibility for their own lives. I am also in a hurry. Life is glorious but
short. Believe me, I know this only too well.
My journey to this place started at school. As the free-thinking only child of strong-willed parents,
I could not readily accept the rules that were no doubt necessary to maintain discipline in an
institutional setting. Consequently I was forced to write essays as to why I did not think religion
should be mandatory. The backstory was that I did not like the compulsory taxation aspect of the
Sunday service, where my pocket money was dispatched to the collection plate.
Far worse than the collection plate these days is the inescapable government stamp duty collector,
who extracts enormous amounts from every home purchaser. As for the hypocrisy of the payroll
tax collector, no wonder governments want to expand job opportunities—the more workers in
employment, the more tax is collected by government.
Over four decades ago I was complaining about the regulatory burden on small business. ‘Join a
political party’, I was told, ‘and speak up’. Well, I am here. Given my natural predisposition for
liberty, enterprise, hard work and free speech, the Liberal Party was a logical fit. I was idealistic
then, and I still am. That idealism, however, has been tempered with a dose of good old country
realism.
I am proud to have been elected to represent the most beautiful, historic, productive,
opportunity-rich but challenge-laden region of Victoria. I am especially grateful to the
137 755 Victorians who voted Liberal-National in Western Victoria Region. I also pay tribute to
our 11 lower house candidates and members of Parliament who worked so hard to help achieve
29.92 per cent of the vote in that region.
Western Victoria Region covers 79 438 square kilometres and is a mixed urban and rural
electorate with two major cities, Geelong and Ballarat. Its other major towns are Colac,
Warrnambool, Portland, Hamilton, Ararat, Stawell, Horsham and Maryborough. It runs from
Corio Bay to the South Australian border and up into the Mallee. It is home to the unique lakes,
craters and volcanic plains area, the Grampians National Park and the Twelve Apostles. It is a
place where farmers work hard to feed our cities and the world, a place where tourists flock and
surfers test their skills against the elements, a place where students excel and businesses seek to
innovate. It is a place where racehorses are made and the Geelong Cats win premierships,
sometimes. And it is the place where I was born, where I raised our three children, where I buried
one and where I live today.
For generations Victoria’s western region has been a land of opportunity. It is even more so today.
Geelong has come of age post the unproductive tariff-protected era and is now open for business
and new industries. It is the fastest growing city in Australia outside Melbourne. Ballarat, once
the city of gold, is now the city of growth. The Great Ocean Road has more visitors than the Great
Barrier Reef and Ayers Rock combined. We export wool, grain, livestock, dairy products, meat,
wine and much more. We provide the timber to build the houses in the cities and the towns. We
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boast amongst the lowest unemployment rates in Australia. We produce offshore gas, and we
should produce onshore natural gas.
But these opportunities are not without their challenges. Although we enjoy unprecedented levels
of investment through primary industry value-adding and the tourist sector, much more could be
unlocked if not for obvious obstacles. Energy is a key issue. Dairy farms and engineering plants
relying on diesel generators to operate is unacceptable. Excessive government regulation and
compliance costs stifle progress. Questionable overlays designed to suit those on this side of the
West Gate are not appreciated in the bush. Inadequate road, rail, port and electronic infrastructure
is a costly barrier to investment. It costs more to transport grain to Asia through Melbourne than
it does from Uzbekistan.
Roadside vegetation is out of control. Roads should be safe places, not conservation zones or
wildlife corridors. Those feel-good ideas are not based on reality. Recent fires in my area have
clearly demonstrated that uncontrolled roadside vegetation puts lives and property at risk and
encourages roadkill of our precious native fauna.
While on the subject of bushfires I want to pay tribute to our CFA volunteers, who risk life and
limb to keep us safe. All volunteers are to be lauded for their invaluable service to their
communities and those in particular need.
In western Victoria there is a worker shortage, not a job shortage. There are thousands of jobs
going begging throughout the region every day. There is no point in increasing Melbourne’s
population by 100 000 per year when workers are needed outside Melbourne. Real
decentralisation requires enabling infrastructure to help shift population and business from the
city to the bush and not just to our dynamic regional cities.
I look forward to working closely with the business and farming community to deliver outcomes
for my electorate, just as I do with the other tier of government, from which I have recently
emerged. I greatly appreciated my time on the Corangamite Shire Council, and I am very pleased
that the shire now has no debt, millions in reserve, the largest ever expenditure on roads and a
new outcome-driven approach to spending precious ratepayer and taxpayer dollars.
Apart from arguing in this place for western Victoria’s rightful share of the infrastructure pie to
enhance growth and prosperity, I will champion other causes. For me, taxpayers are king. I am
not a fan of free. In the end somebody has to pay. Governments do not create wealth, individuals
do. I certainly believe the taxpayer can always spend their money more wisely than government.
The majority of growth in employment should be in the private sector, not the government sector.
I believe the roles and responsibilities of the three levels of government need wholesale revision.
The lines are blurred, with rampant cost shifting from state to local government and state to
federal government.
The individual is paramount in my world. Government is obviously necessary to provide the
services the individual and the private sector cannot deliver while supporting society’s most
vulnerable, but government should not be the impediment to life and progress to the extent it is
today. Government should be the enabler, not the roadblock.
I agree with another Victorian, Sir Robert Menzies, who entered this place in 1928 and who, in
his famous Forgotten People speech of May 1942, contended that it is the ‘lifters’ and not the
‘leaners’ we should be encouraging and rewarding for their efforts.
I will fight the dangerous march of thought police, who present a serious threat to individual
freedom through political correctness. I want individuals to define their own destiny, not
government. Individuals should be able to live their lives free of excessive government direction
but with respect for the rule of law and the lives and lifestyles of others. Governments should not

ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT
Wednesday, 19 December 2018

Legislative Council

47

set the social agenda from birth to the grave. We should celebrate difference but not be subservient
to it. We all make mistakes, but we should admit failure and move on. The risk-averse approach
benefits no-one.
Finally, I will fight any moves to limit or shut down agricultural production or country pursuits
so important to the region I represent. As someone who grew up on a farm and lives on a farm,
like all farmers I love animals as much as or more than anyone. I also know how important the
western Victorian food production industry is to the entire state and our national economy. I will
work for its expansion, not its limitation. There will be no grinding of almonds to replace cow’s
milk under my watch.
This journey has not been through my efforts alone. I pay tribute to many: firstly, my parents,
who although long gone, worked hard as farmers to provide the best for my future. My father
defied quadriplegia following a farming accident to walk, drive and live. My mother, while never
having a drivers licence, was stridently independent of mind.
The Liberal Party is responsible for bringing my husband and I together. But this was no match
made across a crowded room under the soft glow of candlelight. Rather, it was cultivated in the
battle rooms of party debate and election tension. Stewart was the federal member for
Corangamite between 1984 and 2007. We both always stood up for what we believed in—and
still do. I greatly respect Stewart’s lifelong dedication to public policy and this nation. I proudly
took the oath of allegiance today using the same bible Stewart used when he was sworn in to the
federal Parliament in 1984.
I am fortunate to have borne three children who were and are interesting, self-motivated,
hardworking, ambitious, caring and thoughtful individuals. Sarah and her husband, Michael, and
James are here today with Stewart. Sadly, Andrew is not with us. James’s identical twin worked
for an investment bank until his tragic death in a cycling accident in Sydney on 27 March this
year. That was and will remain the worst day of my life. But Andrew is with me now. ‘Be strong,
Mother’, he would be saying, ‘Keep going’. Thank you, Stewart, Sarah and James, and Andrew
in absentia, for your love and support. I hope to repay you with a worthwhile service to my
constituency, this state and the Liberal Party.
Of course I would not be here if not for the endorsement I have received from the Liberal Party.
I will never forget that support because, like John Howard, I am a creature of the Liberal Party.
With over 40 years continuous involvement in our party, I have been on a journey with many
outstanding Liberals. I am indebted to them all.
I was recently honoured to be made the patron of the Young Liberal Movement, a rare honour at
this stage in my political career, and I thank Alex Lisov, the president, and the Young Liberal
Movement members who are here today. My recent predecessors from Western Victoria Region,
Simon Ramsay and Josh Morris, are to be congratulated for their representation of the electorate
and their party loyalty. I would like to acknowledge my two outstanding local MPs, Richard
Riordan, the state member for Polwarth—it has been an honour to be Richard’s electorate chair—
and Dan Tehan, cabinet minister and our highly effective and popular member for Wannon.
It is an extraordinary honour and privilege to be elected to this home of democracy. As I pass
through the passageways to this chamber, I pay tribute to those who have sat in these crimson
seats before me, one of whom was my father-in-law, Sir Gordon McArthur, who at the age of 21
lost his leg at Ypres on the Western Front in World War I. Sir Gordon went on to serve this state
for 31 years as a minister in the Bolte government and as President of this Legislative Council
between 1958 and 1965. Sir Gordon travelled by train to this place. He also left this place in a
special train for a state funeral in Camperdown. Relax, I am not planning to stay around that long!
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I cannot help but reflect on how fortunate we are to live in a nation where we can fight the battle
of ideas in this house of free speech without resorting to violence at the end of a gun. I greatly
look forward to robust and respectful debate in this chamber, working with not only my fellow
Liberal and National colleagues but all who occupy this space.
I am honoured to have the opportunity to serve this state, its people, my electorate of Western
Victoria Region, and I will do so through the prism of traditional Liberal philosophy, which has
stood the test of time in our Western democracy. Thank you.
Members applauded.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for
Agriculture, Minister for Resources) (18:31): I move:
That debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until next day of meeting.
Announcements
RETIREMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER
The PRESIDENT (18:32): There is something that I would like to bring to the attention of all
members of the chamber. Patrick Spillane, a Hansard reporter, has been reporting for over
20 years. This is his last day. We were hoping that Patrick would be sitting there, but we were not
able to arrange that. I am sure the chamber will join me in wishing him all the best.
Members applauded.
The PRESIDENT: Let the record reflect the hearty applause.
Adjournment
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (16:33): I am reluctant
to move the adjournment until Patrick is with us, but nonetheless I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

DUNCANS ROAD, WERRIBEE SOUTH
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (18:33): I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Roads, and I suspect this will be the first of a number of adjournment matters that I
will be addressing to that particular minister. Throughout the course of this year I have travelled
the length and breadth of Victoria. Unfortunately, due to a couple of family funerals down in the
Western District, I have had to go down there. I have also been up to the north to visit Wodonga
and I have been down to Gippsland, but I have to say that the worst condition I have seen of any
road in Victoria is that of Duncans Road in Werribee South. It is absolutely shameful, and I have
seen some bad ones. I am sure there are many members here from various parts of the state who
would agree with me that there are some appalling roads in various parts of the state, particularly
in country Victoria, so I can fully understand why people would arc up about me raising this
matter for Duncans Road.
But Duncans Road is little more than a goat track. It is a major road for the good people of
Werribee South and Wyndham Harbour, which is a very quickly growing area, and one that is
changing the character, I have to say, of that part of Werribee. Indeed it may have something to
do with the fact that Werribee is now a marginal seat. You would not pick that. I know that Joe
Garra, Gayle Murphy and even Rachel Carling-Jenkins helped there, and that was a very good
thing indeed.
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But I will get back to Duncans Road, which is in a disgraceful condition. I have spoken to some
of the farmers down in Werribee South, and they say, ‘Why doesn’t the government pay us any
attention?’. I said, ‘I’m going to find out’. That is why I am here today: to find out, but also to
urge—in fact request—that the minister direct VicRoads to go and fix Duncans Road. If
Minister Jennings wants to go down and have a look, that would probably be a very good thing
too. It is down near the Werribee Zoo, and that is quite good. But the condition of Duncans Road
in Werribee is an unmitigated disgrace. Something should be done about it immediately, and I
ask that the minister direct VicRoads to carry out the necessary works.
VICTORIAN STATE ELECTION 2018
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (18:36): Before I start, I would just like to wish
everyone a merry Christmas. I hope you all have a lovely break and come back with renewed
energy for this place—
Members interjecting.
Ms PATTEN: I know. It is day one, but somehow—
Members interjecting.
Ms PATTEN: Yes. My adjournment matter this evening is for the Special Minister of State,
and it relates to electoral reform. As we are well aware in this house, the joint house Electoral
Matters Committee is required to inquire into, consider and report to the Parliament on any
proposal, matter or thing concerned with the conduct of parliamentary elections and referendums
in Victoria. Having sat on this committee in the 58th Parliament, and I hope that I might get the
opportunity to do so again, I know that it acts with integrity and has completed some excellent
work. But it still remains the situation that those who get elected review the election, and while I
know we do this, there still seems to be an inherent conflict of interest. Certainly it could be
perceived as that. I have every belief that the Electoral Matters Committee can and will
thoroughly review the 2018 state election, but I also believe that the system needs to be reviewed
outside, and outside to us.
I know that many of us will have had comments made about the system over the election period.
Post-election I have certainly had people asking, ‘How can we do democracy better?’. We trust
citizens juries on complex criminal trials every day. We trusted a citizens jury following the
dismissal of Greater Geelong City Council in 2016, when the Victorian government consulted
with the community on the structure of its future elected council. That was a groundbreaking
engagement process. No other community had ever before had the chance to influence its council
structure to this extent. That 100-person jury, which met over four days and considered a wide
range of inputs and information, set a fine precedent for a community review of democratic
processes.
With that successful process in mind, the action I seek is that in parallel to any work of the
Electoral Matters Committee the Special Minister for State commission a citizens jury to review
the 2018 Victorian state election and make recommendations to this Parliament on the conduct
of future elections.
SHEPPARTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS TRAFFIC SAFETY AUDITS
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (18:39): My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister
for Road Safety and the TAC, and the action I seek of the minister is that the minister order
VicRoads to undertake traffic safety audits at all Shepparton primary schools located on major
arterial roads and release the findings of those audits to the public, as well as immediately
releasing the results of the recent traffic safety audit conducted at Kialla West Primary School.
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Several primary schools within the Shepparton electorate are located on major arterial roads. In
particular Kialla West, Grahamvale and Shepparton East primary schools are all situated on major
highways or roads that carry high volumes of traffic each day. Grahamvale Primary School is
located on Doyles Road, which is part of a truck route for heavy vehicles travelling between
Melbourne and Brisbane. Kialla West Primary School is located on the very busy Goulburn
Valley Highway and has an added safety concern of a school pedestrian crossing across this major
thoroughfare. Shepparton East Primary School is located on the Midland Highway, a road
predominantly used by Shepparton’s many transport operators to link to the Hume Freeway to
Sydney.
On 10 September a serious vehicle collision at Kialla West Primary School occurred at the school
crossing at the end of the school day, leaving a mother and three young students seriously injured.
A traffic safety audit was reported to have been completed at the school following the collision,
but no results or recommendations have been forthcoming. With increased enrolments over the
years and no bus service, Grahamvale Primary School has identified significant traffic issues for
parents at the start and end of each school day. Leadership at the school obtained drone footage
during one typical end of school day, which highlighted the severe traffic issues, including several
near-collisions. Due to a lack of car spaces, parents at Shepparton East Primary School must drop
off and pick up students at nearby Cook Drive. Student pedestrian safety is at risk each day as
they face negotiating high-volume traffic without the protection of a school crossing.
The action that I seek of the minister is that the minister order VicRoads to undertake traffic
safety audits at all Shepparton primary schools located on a major arterial road and release the
findings of these audits to the public as well as immediately releasing the results of the recent
traffic safety audit conducted at Kialla West Primary School.
TRAFALGAR VICTORY FOOTBALL CLUB
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (18:41): The adjournment matter I have this evening is for the
attention of the new minister for sport in the other place, Martin Pakula, and it relates to the
magnificent Trafalgar Victory Football Club in the Baw Baw shire in West Gippsland. This is a
thriving club that has an amazing club culture, notwithstanding the somewhat dishevelled state
of its facilities. This is a matter that I have discussed at length with club committee representatives
along with the Baw Baw Shire Council, the Latrobe Valley Authority and others. We note that
despite the absolute commitment from the Baw Baw Shire Council to continue planning for the
upgrade of the clubroom, the change rooms for home-and-away teams and the bathroom facilities,
the need is becoming more urgent, not simply because of the peak playing season, which is seeing
many, many games played here as part of the broader league, but also in terms of attracting
home-and-away competition.
The change rooms themselves, as a consequence of some very, very heavy rain recently, are in a
worse state than they were before we got the deluge that occurred through much of Victoria, albeit
not in the places where perhaps many of us would have liked. What we do know is that these
change rooms and facilities, being variously in shipping containers that have been modified or in
elevated toilet blocks which are not fit for limited access or for people with mobility or frailty
issues, are not only no longer serving their purpose but also in a compromised state as a
consequence of deterioration in the weather.
The action that I seek from the minister is that he give urgent and positive consideration to
investigating any and all avenues that might exist for the Trafalgar Victory Football Club—that
is soccer for those who do not necessarily understand the distinction between that and AFL—to
receive funding and assistance to be able to upgrade the change rooms, the toilet facilities and the
club facilities to ensure that the facilities that are available for these members, umpires,
volunteers, families and community members match the wonderful passion and commitment of
their efforts on and off the field.
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SOUTH MELBOURNE PUBLIC HOUSING SECURITY
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:44): President, I would also like to wish you and
the rest of the chamber and especially the staff of the Parliament a very happy Christmas and a
happy new year. Let us hope 2019 is a very good one for us all.
My adjournment matter this evening is for the attention of the Minister for Housing, and it relates
to the security issues that have been highlighted for a number of years in this place. Unfortunately
it was brought to my attention again following the very tragic death of a 46-year-old woman in
Park Towers in South Melbourne on Saturday night, who was found with fatal wounds. I, along
with my former colleague Margaret Fitzherbert, raised these issues in this place on many
occasions in relation to security concerns. The Liberal candidate in the last election, Andrew
Bond, also met with the tenants manager, John Lowndes, together with me and others, to talk
about those security issues that were continually happening in that particular public housing
resident block.
The crime that occurred on Saturday night was obviously extremely tragic for all concerned, but
this has been going on for quite some time, and I have got numerous newspaper articles here that
highlight the issues that have been highlighted as recently as a couple of months ago but also
extending to quite some years ago. It has been noted that drugs and alcohol-related violence is a
common occurrence, where the police are called out to Park Towers almost on a daily basis. So
it is nothing new that the minister was not aware of, and sadly and tragically we have had the
death of this woman on Saturday night.
Just this week I have read reports that security will be running at 24 hours, but the action I seek
from the minister is that he provide an assurance that the security will be maintained for the
24-hour period so that residents of Park Towers do not have to be subjected to heinous crimes
like those we have just learned about in the last few days and like all these crimes that have
occurred over the last four years. It is a serious issue amongst many public housing estates, but
there are certain concerns about this one in particular. I would like that security and for the
minister to maintain those assurances for us all.
METROPOLITAN TRAIN SERVICES
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18:47): My adjournment
matter is for the attention of the Minister for Public Transport in the other place, and it concerns
the Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources (DEDJTR) annual
report. I draw the house’s attention to page 243 of the 2017–18 report, which as we know was
tabled today and was hidden and held back before the election. Understand what is going on here:
there are a number of nasty bombs in this. A key point here is the performance and punctuality of
metropolitan trains, which has seen a significant decline—a 6 per cent decline. That is off the
back of a four-year steady decline in performance—and we know why it is hidden. The service
punctuality for regional trains also fell 8.8 per cent—a massive fall in punctuality. But then the
bomb is here as well: the total output cost goes from $3349.7 million—that is the actual—on top
of a target of $3143.9 million. It is a 6.5 per cent variation—a massive increase in additional
cost—and yet you have got a massive decline in the performance of metropolitan and regional
trains.
Now we know one of the reasons why the government held back the V/Line report. We know
why the government held back the DEDJTR report. It is clear that there are massive payments
here. It says in the variation here that the result was higher than budget due to the increased
expenditure associated with the new franchise agreement for metropolitan trains. Well, there you
are: they have signed the metropolitan agreement, the performance is declining and they are
paying the operator more. It is not a good deal for the community. The community want to know
why this has declined, why their trains are not on time, why they are left waiting at stations and
why regional trains are cancelled.
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We have a new minister, and this is an opportunity for the minister to take charge and to work
out what is going on. What I seek is an action today from the new Minister for Public Transport,
after the failures of the previous minister, and that she take charge and review the performance of
the metropolitan train service urgently to find out why she is spending so much more money with
a very significant decline in performance over four years.
Ms Shing: Take charge is not an action.
Mr DAVIS: To review and take charge is what I said.
The PRESIDENT: I am not too sure about the take charge; I would not rule that in, but I do
rule in the review that the member called for.
LATROBE SPECIAL DEVELOPMENTAL SCHOOL
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (18:49): President, I join with you to congratulate Patrick
Spillane on his years of service. I attended some committee hearings with Patrick. He was an
exemplary person, a man of great gentleness with gentlemanly ways. I hope he enjoys retirement.
My adjournment debate this evening is for the Minister for Education, the Honourable James
Merlino in the other place. I will start in this term of government and the 59th Parliament where
I finished off in the last Parliament. The matter relates to the Latrobe Special Developmental
School. We on this side of this house made an election commitment to build a brand-new school
with considerable funds to support the students, parents, staff and teachers of that school. Anyone
who has walked through that school recognises the fact that it is archaic and it is not fit for
purpose. It was built 60 years ago and was never built to be a special developmental school. The
classrooms are pokey, the toilets are inadequate, the school is riddled through with asbestos and
everyone who sees it recognises those facts.
In its last budget the government proposed that there would be co-funding with the Traralgon
secondary college to the value of $6 million for planning et cetera. There has been some initial
consultation with the school families and school community, but they are highly concerned that
this school will be co-located. They are so concerned that only today they have written to a
number of members of Parliament highlighting their concerns. They state, and I am paraphrasing,
that those at the Latrobe Special Developmental School would like all stakeholders to know that
they want it to stay a special developmental school, that they do not want it to be co-located with
any other school and that they want to have fair, reasonable and meaningful consultation and
consultation during the process of development, not at the end stage, as we regularly see with the
Andrews Labor government.
The action I seek, echoing the parents and school council, is that it will be a standalone school,
that it is purpose-built, that it retains its status as a special developmental school and that there is
proper consultation that is wrapped up with ongoing and meaningful dialogue with this community.
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION SCHOOLS
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Eastern Metropolitan) (18:52): My adjournment matter tonight is for
the Minister for Education in the other place. The action I seek is for the government to match
Liberal Party commitments and provide funding for badly needed education upgrades in my
electorate. The schools are: Box Hill High School and Koonung Secondary College in the Box
Hill electorate; Brentwood Secondary College, Glen Waverley Primary School and the Mount
Waverley Secondary College senior campus in Mount Waverley; Norwood Secondary College
in the Ringwood electorate; and Boronia West Primary School and Boronia K–12 College in the
Bayswater electorate.
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The Liberal MPs in these electorates, recognising that these schools needed upgrading, had
worked hard to commit funding. I want to acknowledge the work of Robert Clark, Dee Ryall,
Michael Gidley and Heidi Victoria. Sadly, these MPs were not re-elected. However, I thank them
for their work, and to ensure that their advocacy for these worthy schools is not forgotten by the
Labor government I am raising them this evening. In many cases these schools had been promised
money by the previous Liberal-Nationals government, but the Andrews government did not
provide the funding and in fact axed the funding in the last term.
At Box Hill High School the lack of funding has seen the school cut its enrolments, and it has
been forced to slash its highly recognised gifted student program. The Liberal member for Box
Hill had promised $5.5 million. He had also committed the $9.5 million needed to rebuild
Koonung Secondary College. In Mount Waverley the Liberal member had highlighted the need
to rebuild Brentwood Secondary College, another victim of the Andrews government’s cuts, and
he had committed $1 million towards a detailed master plan, design and the beginning of
renovation works. Despite soaring enrolments at Glen Waverley Primary School, this school, yet
another Labor cuts victim, is still unrenovated. The former Liberal MP for Mount Waverley had
committed $6 million for stage 1 of a rebuild as well as $8 million for stage 2 of a rebuild at the
Mount Waverley Secondary College senior campus. In Bayswater our Liberal MP had committed
to upgrading facilities at both Boronia West Primary School and Boronia K–12 College. In
Ringwood the Liberal MP had pledged that a Liberal government would fund $15 million for
stage 1 of a redevelopment of the 60-year-old Norwood Secondary College.
All these students and their teachers in all these schools deserve to learn and work in modern
teaching and learning spaces. Therefore I call on the minister to recognise this need and ensure
that they are funded into the future, recognising the advocacy of the former members and the need
to acknowledge this and invest in these schools in this term of government.
CRAIGIEBURN ROAD DUPLICATION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (18:55): My adjournment matter tonight is for
the Minister for Roads. It is in relation to the duplication of Craigieburn Road in my electorate of
Northern Metropolitan Region. The previous roads minister refused to consult with Craigieburn
residents before the state election, and now we know why. They were too afraid of a backlash
from locals because of the number of traffic lights proposed for this new road, with 14 sets of
traffic lights proposed over a 5.5-kilometre distance. This government should have been honest
and released the proposal before the state election.
Residents are concerned about the proposed consultation process to be undertaken by the Major
Road Projects Authority. The current draft plans fail to outline how the bus services will be
operating along the road and in particular outside the Craigieburn Health Service, as they
currently do. I spent many days on that road with my friend Jim Overend, the former Liberal
candidate for Yuroke. We both know that many elderly residents rely on this bus service to get to
the Craigieburn Health Service. The action I seek is that the minister please confirm that the plans
will keep all the previous public transport stops and outline what safety upgrades will be made to
the bus stop outside the health service.
WIRE ROPE BARRIERS
Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (18:56): President, can I congratulate
you on your appointment to that office.
My adjournment matter tonight is for the attention of the Minister for Roads. It relates to the
rollout of wire rope barriers on a number of Victorian roads. This is a program which has been in
place for a number of years. Indeed during my time as minister responsible for the TAC that
program was underway. More recently, in the last year or two, we have seen the seemingly
indiscriminate rollout of a number of those wire rope barriers on major arterial roads, particularly
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in country Victoria, where the wire rope barriers have been located near the verge of the road and
where they have blocked emergency services vehicle access to cross from one side of the road to
the other and have in many cases increased the risk of road accidents and impeded access for
emergency vehicles to various parts of the road.
Last week we saw an incident on the Hume Freeway in north-eastern Victoria where, following
a flash flooding event after there was 100 millimetres of rain in a short number of hours, a number
of vehicles were trapped on the Hume Freeway in floodwaters and unable to exit that road. Indeed
a single file of vehicles was unable to exit because of the wire rope barriers on both sides of that
road. That was obviously a very dangerous situation and a situation which was exacerbated as the
vehicles were trapped and the floodwaters continued to rise.
The action I seek is for the Minister for Roads to order an independent review of that event—and
by independent I mean independent of VicRoads and of the Transport Accident Commission—
to determine what role those wire rope barriers on the Hume Freeway played in causing those
vehicles to be trapped in the way they were and what mitigating measures are required to ensure
that that unsafe situation does not occur again.
RESPONSES
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister
of State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (18:58): The first
congratulations that I would like to share are to the crossbench and the remarkable correlation
between their number and who is still in the chamber at the end of the adjournment.
Congratulations to you for staying the journey for the whole day.
On the matters that were raised on the adjournment tonight, Mr Finn raised a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Roads imploring her to review and take urgent action in relation to
the quality of Duncans Road in Werribee South.
Ms Patten raised for my attention a matter dealing with a review for electoral reform. If this was
a citizens jury in this chamber, I would think that probably at the moment something in the order
of 30 or 40 of the members of this chamber would actually be pretty happy with the electoral
outcome, but we do not take that for granted. Ms Patten is actually putting on record that there
may be some people in the community who may have a different view from the views of those
of us in the chamber in relation to whether we think the electoral outcome is a good one or a bad
one. What happens is that the Electoral Matters Committee of the Parliament will review the
effective operations of the Parliament, so a committee will be established in the Parliament to
look at that. The Victorian Electoral Commission itself will have a look at these matters and
actually look at the review of the effectiveness of the operations of the election.
I will take consideration of what Ms Patten has implored me to look at, which is in fact to use a
particular method, a citizens jury, as the way in which we may review the effectiveness of the
electoral outcomes and the way in which our electoral system works in terms of determining the
outcome of this chamber. But I start from the premise of recognising the choice of the people and
the outcome of the election on the basis of the method of electoral process that has led to us all
being here. I do not start by questioning the legitimacy of any member that has actually arrived
through the electoral process, but I look forward to the debates and consideration of the
appropriateness of that method into the future.
Ms Lovell raised a matter for the attention of the Minister for Road Safety and the TAC in relation
to a review of the safety of all schools within the Shepparton electorate, particularly those that
actually are on arterial roads.
Ms Shing outlined the dishevelled nature of the facilities that the Trafalgar Victory Football Club
are currently playing on with great success and with great determination through this season,
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regardless of the paucity of the toilet facilities and the public amenities—the changing sheds. I
understand the importance of the issue. As somebody who actually grew up in the country playing
football in Ballarat, I know the consequences of actually playing—
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr JENNINGS: Yes, Ms Shing, I did play football once—more than once—
Mr Davis: You were a thespian too.
Mr JENNINGS: Do not worry about that, Mr Davis, we will come back to that. There will
be ample opportunity during the term to deal with that matter, but what I want to draw your
attention to is that I know what it is like to play in the wet. I certainly know what it is like to
actually run on very, very precarious surfaces, and I understand the issue that Ms Shing has raised.
We hope that the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events understands and responds
accordingly.
Ms Crozier raised a serious matter. She drew attention to the fact that the security issues at the
Park Towers estate in her electorate have been a concern before and continue to be and that there
were adverse outcomes in that community recently which urgently require the Minister for
Housing’s review of that matter.
Mr Davis drew our attention to page 243 of the Department of Economic Development, Jobs,
Transport and Resources annual report that was actually tabled today. He then did a whole range
of statistical analyses that actually, if to be believed, were very, very provocative in relation to the
performance of the transport system. They did not probably sound, when you actually consider
them, write them down and have a look at the variations, perhaps quite as dramatic as Mr Davis
may have led us to believe. Nonetheless, he wants the incoming Minister for Public Transport to
review that situation, take some action—
Mr Davis: Take charge.
Mr JENNINGS: Take charge—not that that is an appropriate action to actually call for, but
nonetheless let us review it in the first instance to actually see what satisfaction can be provided
to Mr Davis and other members of the community.
Ms Bath raised a matter for the attention of the Minister for Education. Ms Shing at that time
became very interested in Ms Bath’s contribution because Ms Shing actually had received the
same email. Ms Shing wanted to make sure that I was aware that the government has actually
made a commitment to redevelop the Latrobe Special Developmental School and has committed
$6.5 million to it. Ms Shing was worried that in fact there may have been commentary of a
political nature that may have confused the community about what the intentions of the
government—
Ms Shing: The Liberal candidate lying.
Mr JENNINGS: Well, yes, Ms Shing did provide that shorthand description. Let me just say
that Ms Shing is worried about misinformation occurring. Let us put the record straight: the
government is actually open to working through the Victorian School Building Authority and to
working with the local community in relation to a desirable outcome in terms of how that
redevelopment should take place.
Ms Wooldridge also raised a matter for the Minister for Education relating to the needs of schools
within Eastern Metropolitan Region—a valid point because all members of the community
deserve to have schools and opportunities provided to students. All students have the right to
participate in good educational opportunities that are underpinned by investments in the
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redevelopment of schools—a point that she well made. Unfortunately from her vantage point she
actually outlined a bit of a valedictory speech for some of her lost colleagues from the other place
in relation to their support for those projects in the past, but obviously we need to address the
needs of those communities into the future.
Mr Ondarchie raised a matter for the attention of the Minister for Roads in relation to the
duplication of Craigieburn Road, how this work will be undertaken and particularly the access
for public transport that will take place during the course of that redevelopment.
Mr Rich-Phillips also raised a matter for the attention of the Minister for Roads seeking an
independent review of the effect of wire rope barriers being installed on the Hume Freeway. He
drew to our attention an adverse outcome that he wants independently assessed, and he implores
the roads minister to undertake that.
The PRESIDENT: Can I just say before we adjourn that putting on today has been a huge
effort by the staff of the Parliament. We should all congratulate them and thank them for their
efforts, particularly Richard Willis and Jess Pattison, who will enjoy tomorrow I am sure. Can I
just also, on behalf of all of us, wish the staff a great break and a merry Christmas. I hope all
members have a great break and a merry Christmas as well. The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.08 p.m. until Tuesday, 5 February 2019.

