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ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS 

Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the 
appropriate ministers and received by Hansard in the period shown. 

9 June to 23 June 2017 

Southern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Ms Fitzherbert 
Directed to: Minister for Roads and Road Safety 
Asked on: 2 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

In 2016, VicRoads collected truck movement data to understand the level of truck movement and compliance with 
existing curfews along this corridor. In addition, VicRoads is currently embarking on a community consultation 
exercise, starting with a recently completed online survey to gauge community experience and thoughts on trucks 
and curfews along Beach Road. 

VicRoads advises me that it is currently collating survey results. Once this is completed, VicRoads will share the 
findings with the community. 

I understand that VicRoads will also have discussions with key stakeholders to consider issues associated with 
trucks and curfews along this corridor. Ultimately, any decision about the future of this corridor will need to 
balance the needs of local businesses, community and other road users. 

Eastern Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Mr Mulino 
Directed to: Minister for Roads and Road Safety 
Asked on: 9 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

VicRoads advises me that the following safety initiatives will be being delivered on the peninsula over the next six 
months, they are: 

– Installation of safety barriers on the Nepean Highway (Mornington-Flinders Road), between the Mornington 
Peninsula Freeway and Bittern-Dromana Road ($1.999 million); 

– Installation of safety barriers on the Mornington Peninsula Freeway, between the Moorooduc Highway and the 
Nepean Highway ($3 million); 

– Construction of a roundabout at the intersection of the Western Port Highway and Robinsons Road in 
Pearcedale ($6.2 million); 

– Installation of roundabouts at the St Kilda Street and Brighton Crescent intersections on Wooralla Drive, Mt 
Eliza ($989 000); 

– Modification to the roundabout at the Barkly Street / Main Street intersection, Mornington ($271 000); and 

– Modification to the roundabout at the Barkly Street / Tanti Avenue intersection, Mornington ($44 000). 
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Eastern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Leane 
Directed to: Minister for Police 
Asked on: 10 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

The Andrews Labor Government’s 2016-17 State Budget included $19.4 million of new funding to continue and 
expand the Community Crime Prevention Program. 

Crime prevention begins at a local level, and this funding is ensuring our communities are well supported through 
local grants programs and initiatives to help them tackle local crime issues. 

Applications under the latest round of the Graffiti Prevention Grants closed on Friday 12 May 2017. My 
department is currently assessing the 32 applications received and I will announce the outcomes in the coming 
months. 

Applications are open until 14 July 2017 for the very popular Community Safety Fund grants, which provide up to 
$10 000 for community groups and councils to implement practical, locally based crime prevention projects. 

The Public Safety Infrastructure Fund provides grants of up to $250 000 to Victorian councils to implement urban 
design initiatives and technology, such as lighting and CCTV, to improve safety in public places. The 2017-18 
grant round is scheduled to open in the coming months. 

If you are aware of local councils or community organisations in your constituency interested in delivering 
community safety projects, please encourage them to apply. Detailed information on grants is available on the 
Community Crime Prevention website at http://www.crimeprevention.vic.gov.au/ 

Western Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Finn 
Directed to: Minister for Families and Children 
Asked on: 10 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

As part of the construction project for Cherry Creek and similar to the Ravenhall Prison project and the Barwon 
High Security Unit, the Department of Justice and Regulation has engaged the appropriate consultancy firms to 
conduct ecological and cultural heritage surveys of the area. 

This is part of the process for any development on greenfield sites. 

Western Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Mr Morris 
Directed to: Premier 
Asked on: 10 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

The Andrews Labor Government is bringing hundreds of public sector jobs to the regions with new GovHub 
offices to be built in Ballarat and the Latrobe Valley. The recent Victorian Budget secured a major jobs boost for 
these regional centres and will also kick off planning for a third GovHub in Bendigo. 

The Ballarat GovHub funded in the Victorian Budget 2017/18, will be home to up to 1000 government employees, 
including 600 new positions to the city, and will help revitalise a major part of the Ballarat CBD. This brand new 
office will include employees across: 
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– Department of Education and Training 

– Department of Justice and Regulation 

– Department of Economic Development, Jobs Transport & Resources (DEDJTR) 

– Consumer Affairs Victoria 

– Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 

– State Revenue Office 

– VicRoads 

– Service Victoria 

The project will also create up to 500 jobs during construction. 

This Government works to represent the whole state and that means government offices shouldn’t just be confined 
to the Melbourne CBD. 

This Labor Government has created over 50 000 regional jobs throughout Victoria which is nine times more than 
the 5600 jobs created under the former Coalition Government. Under our Government, regional unemployment in 
Victoria has decreased and sits below the national average. 

Given the four wasted years under the former government, one would think job creating projects in Ballarat would 
be welcomed rather than ridiculed by local representatives such as yourself. 

Southern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Ms Pennicuik 
Directed to: Minister for Water 
Asked on: 11 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

Melbourne Water provided technical information and advice to the community consultation undertaken by Bayside 
City Council and is available to provide further advice as Council undertakes future master planning and detailed 
design of the park improvements. 

In addition, Melbourne Water’s Living Rivers Program provides funding, expertise and guidance to councils in 
managing stormwater quality and quantity through an integrated water management approach. 

Western Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Finn 
Directed to: Minister for Emergency Services 
Asked on: 11 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

As part of our reform to the fire services, the Government is restoring the Country Fire Authority (CFA) to a fully 
volunteer firefighter organisation, enshrined in law. The CFA will continue to serve the same communities and be 
better supported and equipped, with over $100 million of new funding. This funding will go towards the things 
volunteers have told us they want: more accessible training, more brigade level support, station upgrades and better 
equipment. We are delivering these things because we want an even stronger CFA, with more volunteers and better 
support. 
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CFA’s 1220 volunteer brigades, including Sunbury, Bulla, Diggers Rest, Truganina and Hoppers Crossing, will 
continue to serve and protect their communities just as they always have. At the 35 current integrated brigades, 
volunteers will be encouraged and supported to remain at that location and continue to serve the communities they 
have deep connections with. 

Eastern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Ms Wooldridge 
Directed to: Minister for Planning 
Asked on: 24 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

Plan Melbourne is the Andrews Labor Government’s 35 year blueprint to ensure Melbourne grows in a sustainable, 
productive and liveable way as its population approaches 8 million. 

To support implementation of Plan Melbourne, I have reformed the suite of residential zones across all Victorian 
planning schemes. These reforms protect the valued character and distinctiveness of neighbourhoods, increase 
housing diversity and encourage residential growth in the right locations. 

The revised Neighbourhood Residential Zone and General Residential Zone put in place new mandatory building 
height and garden area requirements that will prevent overdevelopment and protect the low scale and open 
character of suburbs like those in the municipalities of Nillumbik and Banyule. These requirements are mandatory 
and cannot be varied. 

The former two-dwelling ‘cap’ in the Neighbourhood Residential Zone was an arbitrary control and ineffective in 
preventing excessive building bulk and overdevelopment of suburban properties. For these reasons, the ‘cap’ has 
been replaced by the new mandatory minimum garden area that will manage the extent of building coverage on 
suburban lots and ensure that a minimum percentage of the land is set aside for garden area. 

Councils also maintain the ability to identify and protect areas or features of special local significance by applying 
additional layers of planning control that are available as part of the Victoria Planning Provisions. Examples are 
overlays to protect neighbourhood character, significant landscapes and heritage places. I note that extensive parts 
of Nillumbik’s and Banyule’s residential areas are already covered by overlays that protect trees and environmental 
values. 

The new garden area requirement will work effectively with these existing overlay controls to enhance the green, 
leafy character of the suburbs of Banyule and Nillumbik. 

Eastern Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Ms Shing 
Directed to: Minister for Industry and Employment 
Asked on: 24 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

Thank you for your question on the Carter Holt Harvey plantation in Morwell and on what the Victorian 
Government is doing to support those workers affected by the closure. 

The government announced on 16th May 2017 that workers affected by the closure of Carter Holt Harvey mill 
would be able to access support services and other assistance that is currently available through the Latrobe Valley 
Authority. 

The Latrobe Valley Authority is a one stop shop for workers, contractors and the families of workers affected by 
the closure of the Hazelwood power station on 31 March 2017. As at the 26th May 2017, 14 workers from Carter 
Holt Harvey are being assisted to transition to new employment by the Latrobe Valley Authority Worker Transition 
Service. 
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The government will continue to discuss the sawmill closure with Carter Holt Harvey and advocate for 
company-led initiatives to minimise the impact on workers. 

The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring that transition services and support are in place where closure 
results in the displacement of workers. 

Northern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Elasmar 
Directed to: Minister for Multicultural Affairs 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

The Victorian Government is committed to supporting communities by providing effective, accessible targeted 
grant programs that meet a range of cultural, social, economic and educational needs. 

The 2017-18 Community Infrastructure and Cultural Precincts (CICP) program is expected to open in July. 

The CICP program supports the restoration or construction of community facilities used by culturally diverse 
communities and enhancements to cultural precincts through providing culturally themed infrastructure. 

The 2017-18 Community Harmony (CH) grants program is also expected to open in July. The CH program aims to 
promote social cohesion and community harmony while actively standing against exclusion and marginalisation. 

As always, program opening and closing dates will be announced by media release, on the Victorian Government’s 
multicultural affairs website, and by direct emails to previous grant applicants and recipients. 

I encourage any community group seeking grant funding to subscribe to newsletters and alerts on the Victorian 
Government’s multicultural website to ensure they are aware of every funding opportunity that is made available. 

Eastern Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Mr O’Donohue 
Directed to: Minister for Planning 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

I am aware of the community sentiment about this matter and the importance of height provisions in the activity 
centre and the surrounding areas. In deciding whether to approve the amendment, I will consider the 
recommendations provided to me by the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, submissions from 
the public, and the recommendations of the independent planning panel that was formed to review the previous 
amendment C141. 

Northern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Ms Patten 
Directed to: Minister for Planning 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

The old Nufarm Factory site at 100–102 McBryde Street, Fawkner is currently in an industrial land use zone 
(Industrial 3 Zone). The site is identified in the Moreland Industrial Land Strategy as land suitable for transitioning 
into residential. The approved Moreland Planning Scheme Amendment C158 implements the recommendations of 
Moreland City Council’s industrial strategy through a number of changes to the Municipal Strategic Statement and 
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the Local Planning Policy Framework. Amendment C158 had a full public exhibition and panel hearing process 
and received a supportive panel report. 

Moreland City Council, as the planning authority for any future rezoning of the land, must comply with Ministerial 
Direction No. 1 on Potentially Contaminated Land. 

The council must satisfy itself that the land is suitable for sensitive uses prior to the land being rezoned to 
residential or a planning approval given for its redevelopment for sensitive uses in accordance with Ministerial 
Direction No. 1. 

Moreland City Council is able to apply an Environmental Audit Overlay over the site should it decide to rezone the 
land for residential use to ensure that appropriate investigation is undertaken prior to any sensitive use being 
established on the land. 

There is no current planning scheme amendment to rezone the land from its current industrial zoning. 

Northern Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Ms Lovell 
Directed to: Minister for Education 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

Please refer to my previous answer to your adjournment asked on 8 February 2017. 

Northern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Barber 
Directed to: Minister for Major Projects 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

In October 2014, an Expression of Interest (EOI) for the E-Gate site was released, which closed in February 2015. 

In September 2016, the EOI respondents were advised that given the Government’s commitment to the progression 
of the Westgate Tunnel project, the development offering at E-Gate would be reassessed. The development 
offering is also impacted by possible lay down areas that will be required during the construction of the Metro 
Tunnel. 

As a result, the EOI process has been officially closed. 

Western Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Finn 
Directed to: Minister for Roads and Road Safety 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

Work is currently being done to consider further options that address safety and congestion and future traffic 
demands for the Sunbury and Bulla communities. 
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Western Victoria Region 

Question asked by: Mr Purcell 
Directed to: Minister for Regional Development 
Asked on: 25 May 2017 

ANSWER: 

The government is committed to ongoing Victorian leadership in regulatory reform and red tape reduction to 
enhance the productivity and competitiveness of the Victorian economy. 

While regulation is an important tool in achieving the government’s policy objectives, ensuring that no unnecessary 
burden is imposed on businesses and not-for-profit organisations is a key priority for the Victorian Government. 

The Red Tape Commissioner, appointed in 2015, works with Victoria’s business community and the Government 
to help cut red tape and improve regulation, and is recording issues through the Red Tape Rubbish Bin website. I 
would encourage anyone to submit an issue they believe to be an example of unnecessary red tape to the Red Tape 
Rubbish Bin website so that their feedback can be considered. 

Regarding businesses trying to navigate the different grants and assistance available to them from the Victorian 
Government, I would encourage any business to initially meet with one of the team from Regional Development 
Victoria (RDV) at one Business Centres based throughout Victoria. I understand that any grant process can be 
frustrating and confusing, especially for business people who are putting so much of their energy towards keeping 
their business operating. The team at RDV are experienced in assisting businesses in navigating the maze of grants 
and guiding the applicant to the most relevant grant for their circumstances. 
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